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Southwestern trustees urge Texans 
to bolster giving, not cut CP share 

By Jan Johnsonius 

Baptist Press 
10/19/9 5 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary's trustees, 
in their Oct. 16-18 meeting, approved a resolution affirming Texas Baptists' plans 
to plant 1,400 new churches but expressing regret over a proposed reduction in 
Cooperative Program funding for Southern Baptist causes in order to fulfill the 
state goal. 

Instead, trustees proposed Texas churches be challenged to designate an 
additional one-half percent of their budget for new church starts. 

The action was taken as the Baptist General Convention of Texas prepares for a 
Nov. 13-14 meeting in San Antonio that will include a vote on a BGCT executive 
board proposal to cut $1.5 million in giving to SBC national and international 
ministries in order to fund 1,400 new Texas Baptist churches in the next five 
years. 

According to officials at the Fort Worth, Texas, seminary, if such a cut 
becomes effective in January 1996, Southwestern would receive $51,245 less in this 
fiscal year and $87,900 less in fiscal year 1996-97. 

The resolution urged the BGCT to "understand the impact such action would have 
on missionaries and the financial hardship that will occur to students at 
Southwestern and other SBC seminaries." It called for Texas churches to give an 
additional one-half percent of their budget through the BGCT designated for church 
planting. 

"This would enable both the planting of churches in Texas and the continued 
essential funding of all Southern Baptist causes by maintaining the present SBC 
Convention Cooperative Program funding formula," the resolution said. 

--more- - 
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Addressing the trust e s ssion, Hemphill emphasized a cut in Cooperative 
Program funds actually translates into a much greater loss than th figures might 
indicate. "The money we stand to lose with the Cooperative Program cut in Texas 
would cost us $1.8 million in endowment to offset. Southwestern Seminary, as a 
Southern Baptist institution, is the envy of the rest of the world because we 
start the year with 40 percent of our budget in place. If we lost the $8.1 million 
we receive annually from the Cooperative Program, it would cost us $163 million in 
endowment to replace." 

The resolution concluded by encouraging Southern Baptists "in every state to 
prayerfully consider ways to increase support for world evangelization through the 
Cooperative Program of the Southern Baptist Convention." 

Trustee Ronnie Yarber, pastor of Gross Road Baptist Church, Mesquite, Texas, 
presented the resolution, noting, "Texas is the flagship state for the SBC, and as 
goes Texas shall go the other conventions. My concern is along these lines. We're 
not telling Texas to do anything. We're raising concern that we regret they're 
planning to do something like this (cut CP giving to the SBC)." 

Hemphill noted he wants to affirm Texas Baptists and the concept of 
Cooperative Program funding, "If Texas Baptists are challenged to give 
sacrificially to plant churches, they will respond. Giving one-half percent of 
their budget for church planting is another strategy. Our interest is not only 
Southwestern but the broader work of Southern Baptists around the world." 

"We can't tell Texas what to do," said trustee Larry Brown, a retired Exxon 
executive from New York, "but: anytime a situation has a negative impact on 
Southwestern, we have to respond, to speak on behalf of the institution we're 
trustees of. " 

"As someone not from Texas, I'm not comfortable telling Texas what to do," 
nored Lu Kalker, trustee from Beaverton, Ore., "but personally I support the 
Cooperative Program as I always have," 

Lee Weaver, a trustee and businessman from Fort Worth, said, "The Cooperative 
Program has proven to be a most effective means of reaching lost people at home 
and around the world. There is an old saying, 'If it ain't broke, don't fix it.' I 
can't believe it's broke. It may need some fine-tuning. I don't think so. But, if 
some do, the key word in Cooperative Program is cooperative." 

Texas is "a paragon, a pacesetter" for other states, according to trustee 
Robert Anderson, pastor of Parkview Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, La. "We need 
Texas to help us with the Cooperative Program. We need every dollar we can get to 
win the nation and the world to Christ. I feel we're taking the high road in 
proposing one-half percent for church planting. It's the best road for all of us 
across the convention," Anderson said, adding, "Texas is a leader. We can't make 
it without Texas money." 

Dallas attorney Ralph Pulley, trustee chairman, said the resolution expresses 
the heart of the board of trustees and its continued support of the Cooperative 
Program and its importance to the s i x  SBC seminaries, the work of foreign missions 
and all SBC enterprises. "We would be remiss if we did not turn that expression 
into a formal resolution, making our constituency aware of our concern about 
continued support of the Cooperative Program." 

New Trustee Michael Dean, pastor of Travis Avenue Baptist Church, Fort Worth, 
said he views the resolution as "an appeal to an entity that has been historically 
a partner of Southwestern to not take an action that would reduce support coming 
to Southwestern." 

Trustee Craig Atherton, pastor of Trinity Baptist Church, Wichita, Kan., said 
he hopes the resolution will change people's hearts toward cutting the Cooperative 
Program giving and "wake them up." 

A cut In giving would be "poor stewardship with a world-class seminary like 
Southwestern," noted trustee Miles Seaborn, pastor of Birchman Baptist Church in 
Fort Worth. 

- - 3 o - -  
The full text of the Southwestern trustees' resolution is posted in SBCNet News 
Room. 
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over $5 trillion deficit 
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By Ken Walker 

Baptist Press 

SARASOTA, Fla. (BP)--Americans have gone overboard worrying about the federal 
deficit, according to a noted Christian financial adviser and author. 

The end result harms the body of Christ, said G a q  Moore, because evangelicals 
worried the economy might collapse tend to cut back on charitable giving. 

Moore, a former senior vice president of Wall Street investment firm Paine 
Webber, now provides financial counsel to religious and ethical investors. A 
syndicated columnist, he also is the author of the book, "The Christian's Guide to 
Wise Investing." 

Moore's opinion puts him squarely at odds with evangelical commentators who 
support a Balanced Budget Amendment. Larry Burkett, for example, host of the 
syndicated "How TO Manage Your Money" radio broadcast, has discussed the subject 
extensively, most notably in his best-selling book, "The Coming Economic 
Earthquake." 

Ironically, Burkett endorsed Moore's book. The two aren't at odds personally, 
with Moore noting his cohort has done a lot of good. But he acknowledged they 
disagree heartily about the federal deficit. 

"The editor of the Wall Street Journal says (concern about) the federal debt 
is a great political myth with enormous power, but there's no reality to it," 
Moore said. "The past president of the American Economic Association calls it pure 
political paranoia. 

"Every two years, Independent Sector does a study on charitable giving. The 
single largest deterrent the last four years is doom-and-gloom economics," he 
said, noting evangelicals who fear fiscal collapse give about 40 percent less to 
churches and charities than others with comparable incomes. 

Other voices agree with Moore's assessment. Both the Wall Street Journal and 
The Economist have editorialized against the Balanced Budget Amendment. Recently 
Irving Kristol - -  father of influential Republican adviser Bill Kristol - -  wrote 
to the Journal, saying he was sick of politicians complaining we are being cheated 
out of the "American dream." 

Books are appearing on the subject, too. In last year's vExploding The 
Doomsday Money Myth," financial advisor and pastor Sherman Smith said there are 
many reasons to be optimistic about America's future. 

That is also the argument of Wheaton College economics professor Bruce Howard. 
His book, "Safe & Sound: The Strength and Security of the U.S. Economy," is to be 
released early next year. 

Moore, who has endorsed Howard's book, said the professor believes if America 
would lessen its preoccupation with the federal deficit, people could pay 
attention to the nation's real problems. 

wThis country is in a spiritual and moral crisis and we're trying to 
straighten out Congress," Moore commented. "1 compare that to trying to keep 
converting Pharaoh." 

The national debt isn't as serious a problem as has been portrayed, he 
insisted, because 90 percent of U.S. Treasury notes are held by American citizens 
(Japanese investors hold just 3 percent, although he said many people believe it 
is much higher). 

When the government distributes interest checks throughout the nation, 
recipients' purchases with those funds helps provide jobs and create income for 
others, Moore said. 

"It's not that (the deficit) is not a problem. But you can't demonize it. 
That's what we have done as conservatives and that's why everyone keeps missing 
the mark. " 

If people want to worry about debt, they should consider that corporate and 
individual credit collectively totals twice the amount of the federal deficit, he 
said. 

- -more - - 
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To better gaug the nation's financial picture, he said, citizens must take 
into account Uncle Sam's ass ts of approximately $50 trillion. Including that sid 
of the ledger, Moore compared a deficit of approximately $5 trillion to a $10,000 
mortgage on a $100,000 house. 

Not only does this put the situation in a different light, he said, it is a 
scripturally sound practice that follows Moses' directive in Deuteronomy for 
Isra lites to lend to fellow citizens. 

Although other evangelical leaders have sounded the alarm about deficit 
spending, Moore said they don't understand the nature of the deficit, only its 
size. Those alarmed over indebtedness should realize the percentage of debt to 
federal resources in 1946 was twice as high as it is now, he said. 

"That's one chart of federal debt from U.S. history books that every economist 
in the country knows, but the politicians won't share with people. That's why 
everyone is going crazy over something Robert Bartley (editor of the Wall Street 
Journal) isn't sure matters at all." 

Moore is presently writing "The Ten Golden Rules," a book on the way legendary 
investment advisor John Templeton incorporates biblical beliefs with money 
management. A Rhodes scholar in economics, Templeton has forecast the next 20 
years as the most prosperous in the history of the world. 

Not only has the stock market's 70 percent rise during the 1990s proven doom- 
and-gloom economics wrong, Moore said, it is ridiculous to live in the most 
prosperous nation on earth and continually complain about terrible conditions. 

"Every year about 200 of the top corporate leaders in the world are asked who 
has the most competitive economy on earth," he said. "Back in the late '80s, 
everyone said Japan. But for two years in a row they've said the U.S. The business 
leaders know this (outcry) is nonsense." 

--SO-- 

Burkett maintains warning 
against rising U.S. deficit By Ken Walker 

Baptist Press 
10/19/95 

GAINESVILLE, Ga. (BP)--Criticism for his stance on the federal deficit hasn't 
changed financial counselor Larry Burkett's opinion that overspending threatens 
the nation's future. 

In fact, the real debt is much worse than reported, according to Burkett, 
president of Christian Financial Concepts. Rather than the nearly $5  trlllion 
widely used, Uncle Sam's red ink includes $7 trillion in unfunded future 
liabilities, he said. 

The difference in reported figures and actual deficits comes from the 
government taking loans - -  but not counting them - -  from the Social Security trust 
fund and other trusts like those of railroad and federal employees, he said. 

"It's also a lot of spending that doesn't appear on the on-budget figures, 
what they call 'soft money.' It's money the government spends, like the funds it 
gave to Mexico, but: never appears on budget. The savings and loans were a classic 
example of deficit spending that simply wasn't reflected in the budget." 

Although the government recently reported it overspent by $160 billion for 
fiscal year 1995, its real deficit amounted to $270 billion, Burkett said. That is 
the amount actually added to the national debt this year, he said. 

Repaying the Sacial Security trust fund will severely strain the system, he 
said, just when baby boomers start retiring after the turn of the century. When 
the federal government needs to repay the trust fund, the money won't be there to 
do it, Burkett said. 

"A government that is already overspending almost $300 billion a year can't 
just go dig up another $300 billion when needed," Burkett said. "The country would 
go bankrupt and our currency would become valueless at: that point. That should be 
an alarming factor for everybody.' 

- -more - - 
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"I rather suspect that many who believe debt and deficits don't matter 
generally make their living by selling things that require more debt," added the 
popular author and radio program host. 

Actually, it isn't the overall debt that poses the nation's real problem, he 
said. He believes ever-growing annual deficits spell disaster for the economy, 
meaning that when those 50 or younger reach retirement age they will face deficits 
that have grown to uncontrollable levels. 

If debt: advocates have their way, he said, the problem will be left to those 
who have no vote in today's choices - -  our children and grandchildren. If debt 
doesn't matter, he asked, why doesn't the government halt taxation and just borrow 
to operate the country? 

"Ridiculous? Absolutely," he responded. "If government spending continues at 
the same pace, it will eventually consume over 70 percent of the incomes of 
working Americans to fund this thing. You can't do that; it's impossible. It's 
going to stop. We can do it now on a gradual basis or wait until there's a crisis. 
But it will be stopped." 

That the United States is a totally debt-dependent society, where the economy 
revolves around what happens with interest rates, should be of concern to all 
Christians, he said. So should government spending so high that its budget can't 
be funded without doubling the tax rate on productive citizens within a decade, he 
said. 

"Economics is not a pure science, but it's a set of theorems and fundamental 
principles that work," Burkett said. "Those who spend more than they make can't do 
it forever. In order to pay back debt, you have to spend less than you make, and 
we're not willing to do that. 

"I've never said I thought we would have economic collapse this year or next, 
or even in the near future. But I believe if we continue to spend, sometime after 
the turn of the century we will have an economic collapse. It is not inevitable. 
If we slow down the increases in debt, the economy can recover." 

- - 3 o - -  

H i s  search of the Scriptures 
yielded investing principles By Ken Walker 

Baptist Press 
10/19/95 

SARASOTA, Fla. (BP)--Christian financial adviser Gary Moore spent more than 15 
years keeping pace with the daily fluctuations of Wall Street. But after the stock 
market crash in the fall of 1987, he came to realize money, upward mobility and 
other elements of the "American Dream' were unable to provide security and 
happiness. 

That sent Moore on a biblical quest for insight which resulted in "The 
Christian's Guide to Wise Investing." One of the most important things he 
discovered in researching the Scriptures, he said, was God didn't want 10 percent 
of his money - -  he wanted 100 percent. 

"I also discovered that I could have avoided 90 percent of my investing 
mistakes over the years if I had spent a little more of my time reading Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Luke and James, l1 he wrote in his book. 

"Proverbs and Ecclesiastes not only provide wise, perceptive, assuring and 
frank guidelines on the subject, but also prove that God addressed the subject of 
money and security very early in the history of the faith." 

Among the verses he cites are Proverbs 1:33, 15:6, 20:21 and 28:20, and 
Ecclesiastes 5:lO-12 and 11:l-2. 

The author of these two books, Solomon, compares the pursuit of wealth to 
chasing the wind, he said, something proven by a survey of wealthy individuals. 
Although respondents had an average income of $194,000 and assets of $750,000, 
two-thirds felt guilty about being affluent and 40 percent did not feel 
financially secure. 

- -more- - 
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That is why it is so important for Christians to bring their lives, including 
financial planning, into conformity with biblical principles, Moore said. 

"Most of the problems investors face can be attributed to one thing: self- 
centerednessIn he said. "Two hundred years ago, Adam Smith, the father of modern 
economics and a professor of moral philosophy, said that self-interest could be 
good for all of a society if it was enlightened by moral values. If not, self- 
interest could destroy a society." 

Christ wants people to place their trust in him, Moore added, not in savings, 
investments, institutions or governments. However, since God gave his children a 
role in cultivating his resources, he said, Christians should be concerned with 
earning financial returns that can benefit the Lord's work. 

For believers who want to multiply resources, he outlined these seven 
investment principles, which he said will keep use of money prudent but 
productive: 

1) All investments involve risk. 
The higher the promised return the greater the risk, including certificates of 

deposit and bonds. "Advertising, media listings, banks and brokers have 
successfully trained modern Americans to seek the greatest promises. Far, far too 
few of these mention little or anything about the risks involved." 

2) If it looks too good to be true, it is. 
The largest: single obstacle to investing success today, he said, is that there 

are too many ways to make average investments look very attractive; the best 
returns usually don't come from the top of the lists offering the highest promised 
re turns. 

3) Be skeptical but not cynical. 
While greed and corruption exist in the worlds of insider trading, junk bonds, 

penny stocks and commodity pits, most of these are far removed from the domain of 
conservative investors, he said. If investors stick to productive, conservative 
areas, Moore said, they will be safe. 

4) What goes up will assuredly come down, at least for awhile. 
Successful investors combine a faith in the future with a respect for, and 

acceptance of, the downs along the way, according to Moore. Thus, he said, those 
who spend time trying to predict the future would do better evaluating why 
successful investors make money year after year. 

5) Fear and greed may drive Wall Street, but they shouldn't motivate 
Christians. 

"Scripture teaches that we are to free ourselves from fear of the future and 
from greediness," he said. "We should be productive and prudent with money. Our 
investing will benefit greatly by remaining confident yet conservative." 

6) If everyone is doing it, it's wrong. 
The hardest thing to learn about investing is that following the crowd never 

works, Moore said. Christians have always been called upon to be different from 
the world and "faith will help you practice this principle, and your investing 
will benefit." 

7) Keeping faith with others is good business. 
Socially responsible investing should be the cornerstone for any Christian who 

handles money, he said. Moore noted a national study showed over a 30-year period 
that investing in companies with a written code of principles returned nine times 
more than a composite of Dow Jones stocks. - -30- - 

Personalizing missions 
is focus of FMB conference By Mary E. Speidel  

Baptist Press 
10/19/95 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)--Personalizing missions for people in the pew plays a key 
role in reaching the world for Jesus Christ. 

- -more- - 
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That message was sounded to participants in the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board's third annual Creative Access Network conference Oct. 10-12 in 
Richmond, Va. About 60 Southern Baptist pastors, church staffers, layp ople and 
directors of missions attended. 

Participants heard how their churches could "adopt" an unreached people group 
through the Foreign Mission Board. So far, about 20 Southern Baptist churches have 
done that. Harp's Crossing Baptist Church in Fayetteville, Ga., is one of them. 

Dennis Watson, the church's pastor, challenged other conferees to do the same. 
His congregation of 800 has made a 25- to 50-year commitment to the Asian people 
group they've adopted. That involves praying, giving and going. 

"It has given a new vitality to our (church) body," Watson said. "People are 
coming to understand that missions isn't an attachment to the body (of Christ). 
It's what we're all about." 

"It's not the task of the Foreign Mission Board to do missions for Southern 
Baptists, because the Great Commission was given to every believer and every 
(local) church," FMB President Jerry Rankin told conference participants. Instead, 
he added, the F'MB should "mobilize the resources of Southern Baptists, to help 
them obey (the biblical mandate) to reach the world for Jesus Christ." 

That's what the Creative Access Network is all about, Rankin said. The network 
exists to help Southern Baptist: churches find ways to make missions more personal 
for church members. 

"We're exploring some new ground, breaking open some old paradigms," Rankin 
said. "We can't expect (all) Southern Baptists to support an agency out of 
denominational loyalty. We need to give them the opportunity for total and 
personal involvement in missions." 

Conference leaders shared ways local churches can do that through the Foreign 
Mission Board. "We want people to feel the heartbeat of the Foreign Mission Board 
and to know we're here to be their servants, to help them channel their resources 
to the ends of the earth," said conference coordinator Bill Morgan, the board's 
assistant vice president for mission personnel and director of the network. 

Participants heard reports from the board's 10 area directors, who told how 
God is working through FMB and other Great Commission Christian missionaries 
worldwide. But that work isn't possible without support from congregations back 
home, area directors said. 

"Prayer is the biggest thing you can do for missionaries," said Joe Bruce, 
area director for Middle America and Canada. "Your missionaries are in spiritual 
warfare. They are your infantry. ... And no army in the world would send its 
infantry into battle without supporting them with air cover and heavy artillery. 
That's what missions praying is." 

The directors told of specific overseas projects needing financial support and 
volunteer manpower. But participants were urged to keep the whole world in focus 
while considering their local church's involvement. 

Avery Willis, the board's senior vice president for overseas operations, 
presented an evangelism plan for the 21st century, "On Mission with God to The 
Last Fr~ntier.~ He told conferees 2,466 people groups worldwide have never had a 
chance to hear the Christian gospel. Adopted by the board's trustees in August, 
"The Last Frontiern plan calls for taking the gospel to unreached people without 
neglecting already responsive "harvest fields." 

Pastor David Finnell's new congregation of about 40 members last year gave 
$6,500 to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and already has a strong interest in 
unreached people groups. 

"I think this (adopting a people group) helps congregations see missions not 
just as this nebulous thing but as a specific place, people and missionary," said 
Finnell, pastor of Community Baptist Fellowship in Lexington, S. C. , and a former 
FMB missionary to Singapore. 

Finnell hopes to lead the church to "adopt1' a people group. 
--more- - 
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So does Rick Blythe, pastor of First Baptist Church, Winter Park, Fla. His 
congregation of about 2,000 memb rs already is working with some unreached people 
gr ups through other mission organizations, such as Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
Attending last year's CAN conference helped Blythe realize the possibilities for 
missions involvement through the Foreign Mission Board. 

"Sometimes the (Southern Baptist) Convention structure is so large, you don't 
know where to reach in and grab hold of things," said Blythe, who brought four 
others from his church to the conference. "Coming here and getting this 
information gives us soma insights that we can take back to our church and present 
to them. That will help them catch the vision, too." 

"Personalization is the key," added Larry Reesor, president of Global Focus, 
an organization cooperating with the board to help churches broaden their missions 
involvement. "People don't identify with a faceless institution. ... They want to 
invest and be involved in something they can personally identify with. 

"We have to be willing to make some paradigm shifts to appeal to a new 
generation," Reesor added. "We want to hold fast to and strengthen our traditional 
methodologies like the Cooperative Program and the Lottie Moon offering, but at 
the same time appeal to a contemporary constituency in the pews of our churches. 

"We have to personalize missions." 
--3o- - 

Church 'paves road' 
to unreached in Asia By Mary E. Speidel 

Baptist Press 
10 /19 /95  

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)--When pastor Dennis Watson prays for his church's 
preschoolers, he asks God to call them to spread the gospel among one of the 
world's 2,466 unreached people groups. 

Actually, it's a little more personal than that. Watson's 5-year-old son, 
Joshua, is a preschooler. But Joshua isn't the only reason his father prays that 
prayer. And Watson, pastor of Harp's Crossing Baptist Church, Fayetteville, Ga., 
isn't the only one praying it. 

"We're expecting God to raise up children from our church to serve among an 
unreached people group," said Watson during the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board's Creative Access Network conference O c t .  10-12 in Richmond, Va. "We're 
hoping to 'pave the road' for them to go." 

"Paving the road" involves the whole congregation at Harp's Crossing. 
Early this year the church adopted an unreached people group in Asia with the 

help of the FMB's Creative Access Network (CAN) and Global Focus, an organization 
cooperating with the board to help Southern Baptist: churches broaden their 
missions involvement. CAN was formed in 1993 to link churches with unreached 
people worldwide and to make missions more personal to Southern Baptists, 
according to Bill Morgan, FMB assistant vice president for mission personnel and 
the network's director. 

Besides Harp's Crossing, about 20 other Southern Baptist churches have linked 
thems lves to specific unreached people groups in World A,  part of the globe with 
little or no access to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Adopting such a group "has given a new vitality to our (church) body," said 
Watson in an interview. "People are coming to understand that missions isn't an 
attachment to the body (of Christ). It's what we're all about." 

Members of Harp's Crossing have prayed regularly for their people group, 
studied them in their missions education organizations and traveled to the remote 
area of Asia wh re they live. The congregation has adopted th group - -  which 
can't be named for security reasons - -  for the long haul. 

"We've mad a 25- to 50-year commitment to this group," Watson said. "The 
whole congregation is zeroing in on this." 

Church member Lois Stallings*, 34, ,is the first one from the church called to 
go. It's something she never would have planned for herself. - -more- - 
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nI've thought about doing missions most of my life," said Stallings, a former 
Spanish teacher, during an interview at the CAN conference. "But I've always 
thought it would be among Spanish-speaking people." 

But when her church began its focus on an unreached Asian group, Stallings 
felt God directing her to work with them instead. A survey trip to the region with 
several other church members confirmed that call in April. In November she'll move 
there to teach English, possibly to children from this people group. She'll serve 
there two years as part of the board's International Service Corps program. 

"I feel a lot of responsibility in going. I know our church's children and 
youth are watching me. I'm an example for them," said Stallings. But she also 
knows an entire congregation - -  including preschoolers who learn about the people 
group during meetings of the Mission Friends and Sunday school groups at church - -  
will pray for her. In fact, this kind of missions praying has made a big 
difference among church members, Stallings said. 

"The church's prayer life has really grown," she said. "I think people are 
much more concerned about reaching the world because it's been personalized for 
them. They've seen a group of people - -  their photographs, recordings of their 
voices. It's become real to them." 

Since January the church also has prayed for another Southern Baptist worker 
serving as a long-term "strategy coordinator" among this people group. That work 
involves finding creative ways to connect these unreached people with Christians. 
Stallings expects to work with that person. 

"It's encouraging to me to see a layperson who's caught this vision," said 
Watson of Stallings. "I think it sets an example for the (church) body that 
anybody can do it if their heart is open (to God's call). 

"We're just taking one step at a time as the Lord leads us," he added. One 
step is for church members to give more to foreign missions. This past year the 
congregation gave $31,897 to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, "by Ear the most 
we've ever given," said Watson. 

In fact, the year before that the church didn't make its Lottie Moon goal of 
$25,000, said Keith Turner, minister of education at Harp's Crossing. But when the 
congregation began discussing adopting a people group in 1994, the Lottie Moon 
offering saw an immediate increase, Turner said. 

Later, someone attending the church who wasn't even a church member gave an 
anonymous designated gift: of $10,000 for work among this unreached people group. 
"Some (church leaders) might think their church couldn't do this (adopt a people 
group) because they don't have the money," Turner said. "But if God is in it, he's 
going to provide." 

There's no specific level of financial support required for adopting an 
unreached people group. But: after linking with a specific group "many churches go 
from good to phenomenal support of missions," said Morgan. 

"It mobilizes tremendous prayer support for that unreached people group" - -  
and "it personalizes missions for the church," he said. 

- -30- - 

Vietnam v e t  crosses nation 
sharing 'Mortal Midnight' 

Baptist Press 
10/19/95 

FRESNO, Calif. (BP)--On Feb. 23, 1969, on a hill outside DaNang, Vietnam, 
Lance Corporal Danny Daniels and a few dozen Marines were guarding the ridge. Just 
after midnight, suicide waves of Viet Cong attacked Daniels' position. 

One hour before that suicide charge, a corporal named Vick traded places with 
Lance Corporal Daniels. Vick died in Daniels' place that morning. 

The Marines fought off the first attack. At 4 a.m., a second suicide wave 
attacked the ridgeline, planted a communist flag on the hilltop and surrounded 
Daniels and the Marines. A fierce battle ensued, including hand-to-hand combat. 

--more- - 
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After the Marines called in air strikes on top of themselv s to halt the enemy 
drive, the Viet Cong finally were turned back. Daniels' participation in the 
action once was told in Soldier of Fortune Magazine. 

More than 25 years later, Daniels continues to recall that morning. "I shook 
after it was all over. I kept wondering, 'Why, why was I spared?' I realized 
Corporal Vick died in my place. 

"Years later it dawned on me that Jesus died in my place," Daniels declared. 
Daniels travels the nation preaching the message he calls "Mortal Midnight." 

It contains his graphic personal illustration of the life exchange at the bunker 
and Christ's life exchange at the cross, combining his Vietnam experience and the 
story of Christ's atonement at Calvary. 

The base of operations for his unique ministry to Vietnam veterans is Mission 
Way Baptist Church, Fremont, Calif., where Daniels is pastor. He also is director 
of evangelism for East Bay Southern Baptist Association. 

The ex-Marine sergeant has told his story in some of the largest churches in 
the nation, "and some of the smallest," he added. In July, Daniels spoke at First 
Baptist Church, Dallas, and lectured at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in nearby Fort Worth. 

While in Fort Worth, Daniels also was interviewed by the Southern Baptist 
Convention Radio and Television Commission. The next day he was keynote speaker at 
the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex "Breakfast of Champions." 

Daniels has his own radio program on KCBC, AM 770, in central and northern 
California. The half-hour broadcast includes interviews with Vietnam vets, Bible 
studies and a segment Daniels calls "Profiles on the Winning Edge." 

Rich Woodruff, KCBC station manager, said response to the program has been 
"amazing. " 

"It usually takes months to get response to a new broadcast,.but Danny's talk 
show received cards, calls and requests for tapes from the beginning," Woodruff 
said. 

Daniels credits Rick Warren, pastor of California's Saddleback Valley 
Community Church, with the inspiration to launch his ministry to vets. 

"I read Rick's 'Purpose Driven Church' and it motivated me to be 
purpose-driven in witnessing to Vietnam veterans," Daniels explained. "For years I 
was firing, but not aiming, then aiming but not firing. Rick taught me how to aim 
and fire," he said. 

This summer Daniels preached in Washington and spent a week ministering at the 
Vietnam War Memorial. While in the nation's capital, he also did several remot 
broadcasts from the Mall and shared his testimony with Washington Mayor Marion 
Berry. 

"God has opened some tremendous doors and has brought my message to places I 
never would have believed," Daniels said. 

His story has drawn tributes from Christian leaders. Bill Bright, founder of 
Campus Crusade for Christ, described Daniels as sharing "a thrilling testimony of 
God's protection. His story is truly inspirational.'' 

Adrian Rogers, a Memphis, Tenn., pastor and former Southern Baptist Convention 
president, said, "The 'Mortal Midnight' message is incredible." 

And Jack Niewalt, Princeton historian, recently wrote Daniels is "a true 
American hero, a wounded warrior who came back from great adversity." 

Daniels takes such positive notices in stride. 
"Yeah, I've gone from total obscurity to relative obscurity," he joked in a 

recent interview with Baptist Press. 
- - 3 o - -  

Reprinted with permission from The California Southern Baptist, newsjournal of 
California Southern Baptist Convention. 
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EDITORS' NOTE: With all its cultural richness, natural beauty and vast human and 
economic potential, plus its freedom at last from colonial rule, why does Africa 
suffer so much? In a series, "Cry the Beloved Continent: Chaos, Crisis and Hop in 
A f r i ~ a , ~  Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board journalists reflect on that 
question - -  and the challenge missionaries and African Christians there face. The 
first three segments of a multi-package series (on Angola, Liberia and Nigeria) 
were sent earlier. The last segment - -  two stories on Zaire - -  follows. These 
stories may be used individually, together or as a series. A logo and a vertical 
graphic (sent earlier) related to the series may be re-used with these stories. 
The graphic may be cut apart or used as a unit. The Zaire package includes six 
photos for use interchangeably between the two stories. 

Love blossomed in valley 
of the shadow of death By Steve Evans 

Baptist Press 
10/19/95 

GOMA, Zaire (BP)--Nestled in the mountains of northwest Zaire, home to the 
famous "gorillas in the mist," lies some of Africa's most spectacular scenery. An 
active volcano, Mt. Nyiragongo, rises more than 14,000 feet above sea level, 
towering above a valley - -  now called the "Valley of Death." 

That's the area where 1.2 million Rwandan refugees fled within a three-day 
period from ethnic genocide in their country - -  ill, hungry, injured, hopeless and 
living under the shadow of death. 

Nearly 100,000 died there and lie in mass graves. 
At the base of the volcano, which has taken many lives itself, sits the 

Baptist camp for "unaccompanied" children, funded by Southern Baptists and 
operated by the Foreign Mission Board. 

Unaccompanied children. It's a euphemism for traumatized waifs orphaned, 
abandoned or separated from families during the mass exodus from Rwanda in July 
1994. Of 160,000 lost Rwandan children, 15,000 to 20,000 ended up in Goma. The 
Southern Baptist camp cared for 450 them. 

When the last Baptist workers and volunteers entered the camp, children clung 
to their legs, grasping on to their skirts and trousers. It wasn't a desperate 
clinging, however, but one of love and joy at seeing people who showed so much 
love in an environment surrounded by hate. 

Vacant stares children had when they first arrived had fled. At last, their 
faces shone not only with love and joy, but maybe even a glimmer of hope. Truly, 
these children became living examples of the 23rd Psalm. They had learned to fear 
no evil in the valley of the shadow of death. 

"Volunteers in the beginning only saw the pain," said Southern Baptist 
missionary Phyllis Tadlock of Uganda, "while those at the end only saw the joy. If 
they could step back and see a panoramic view, they could see the tremendous 
contribution they made." Tadlock, from Longview, Texas, worked with about 100 
volunteers from the United States who came to minister specifically in the 
children's camp. 

"Children here have been surrounded by love, attention and Jesus Christ in 
action," she said in an interview at the height of the camp's activity. 

"That's the only thing that could make a difference in their lives. Many came 
out of horror, and they may go back to horror. What we have done here may be the 
one touch that could change them." 

Volunteer medical doctor Ivan Raley, from Fairview, Tenn., agreed. "I knew 
from the bottom of my heart God called me to Goma for a purpose, and the only 
unique contribution I could make was to be me. I'm convinced that years from now 
(those) I worked with will remember this crazy, old white man and the love of 
Jesus that came to them through me. And no one can love them the way God called me 
to love them. And that must be why God sent me here." 

Camp medical coordinator Karman O'Kelley added: "One thing we taught the 
children was how to love. It's obvious that love is expressed in our camp. 

- -more- - 
3 , .  



10/19/95 Page 12 Baptist Press 

"Now, the children have taken on this characteristic," O'Kelly, an 
International Sewice Corps volunteer nurse, said before returning home to the 
Dayt n, Ohio, area. "They've become accepting of the other kids, either physically 
or emotionally different from them. When new children arrive, the ones already 
here say: 'Our family is growing.'" 

The camp was more than a family. It was an entire community basking in love 
and security. The children lived in groups of 10, each with a house parent 
watching over them. They had a playground and a medical clinic, built just for 
them. They attended school and weekly church services. Cooks, nutritionists, 
social workers, spiritual counselors, medical personnel, teachers and general 
workers all wrapped their arms around them. 

"The children grabbing on to me as I entered the camp had a great impact on 
me," O'Kelley said. "I pray they won't just remember foreigners who came to help, 
but that they also remember the deeper things we were here for." 

"The initial urgency," said Larry Pumpelly, human needs coordinator for 
Foreign Mission Board missionaries in Uganda and off-site coordinator of the Goma 
camp, "was to get the kids and keep them alive." 

Half the volunteers working in the camp were medical personnel. "This met a 
critical need" - -  especially in the early days of the camp when cholera, 
malnutrition and dysentery were chronic, said Pumpelly, from Newark, Ohio. 

"I believe we accomplished several things," he added. "We've taken care of 450 
kids, kept them alive and healthy, helped them work through their trauma ... (and 
helped them begin) living in a stable situation. 

"More importantly, we've shared the love of Christ with them and have seen 
some baptized. One hundred or more learned a full page of Scripture memory verses 
and received Bibles. " 

The camp closed after the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
declared all unaccompanied children would be incorporated into the social life of 
the main refugee camps by last May. The children were to be "fostered" into 
families of other Rwandan refugees. Some of these camps house more than 300,000 
refugees each. 

Before it closed in May, the Baptist camp was cited by the United Nations as 
the best organized and operated children's camp in Goma. 

It also had the highest success rate for reuniting separated children with 
their families. Of the 450 children living there, 282 joined their families. 

- -30- - 
Evans, a Southern Baptist missionary, is the Foreign Mission Board's area media 
consultant for Eastern and Southern Africa. (BP) photos (two vertical and one 
horizontal) mailed 10/18/95 to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of 
Baptist Press. Cutlines available on SBCNet News Room. 

Rwandan teen-agar given 
second chance at life By Mark Kelly 

Baptist Press 
10/19/95 

BEAVERCREEK, Ohio (BP)--Refugee children in Zaire called Karman OtKelley 
"morn," and she called them "my kids." 

One of those kids - -  15-year-old Azaria Hakizimana - -  has learned more than 
any of the others just what kind of "mom" O'Kelley can be. 

He, above all the others, owes her his life. 
From her parentst home in Beavercreek, Ohio, a Dayton suburb, she recalls her 

nine months at the Southern Baptist children's camp in Goma, Zaire. 
The 27-year-old registered nurse volunte red as medical coordinator for the 

camp that ministered to Rwandan r fugee children separated from their parents in 
tribal genocide that engulfed Rwanda in 1994. 

Over a three-day span in July 1994, more than 1 million Rwandan refugees 
poured across the border into neighboring Zaire. As many as 20,000 children 
arrived at Goma not knowing if their families were dead or alive. 

- -more - - 
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The children arrived sick and starving and suffering from exposure. Many were 
injured and traumatized by attacks on their families. O'Kelley and some 100 
volunteers concentrated on loving 450 children assigned to their care. 

Hakizimana, who arwiv d at the camp in September 1994, was a special case. 
Like the other children, he was malnourished and sickly. But he didn't recover 
like the others did. 

H suffered severe headaches and couldn't sleep. An examination revealed 
completely blocked nasal passages. A volunteer pediatrician consulted by telephone 
with physicians in the United States. 

Their diagnosis: A massive tumor behind his nose and in his throat blocked the 
airway. The constant struggle for air kept him weak. If the gourd-sized tumor 
wasn't removed, it eventually would kill him. 

Surgeons in Zaire wouldn't operate because of the tumor's size, O'Kelley said. 
The only solution was to get him out of the country. 

It took eight months to shuffle papers and wrangle with government officials 
in two countries. But Hakizimana finally stepped off a plane at the Dayton airport 
nine days after O'Kelley's June 7 arrival. 

On July 28, a surgeon donated his time and performed a delicate procedure to 
excise the tumor. The surgery succeeded beyond all expectations. 

"Hakizimana is a strong believer and gives God the praise," O'Kelley said. "He 
came home after four days in the hospital and doesn't show any speech impediment. 
He amazed lots of people. The doctors just shake their heads." 

Since his visa doesn't expire until mid-December, O'Kelley is trying to help 
him benefit as much as possible during his stay. He's enrolled in the 10th grade, 
learning English and - -  much to his delight - -  baseball. 

"People have really taken him in," O'Kelley said. "He's very bright and eager 
to learn. He comes home hyper every day, telling us all the things he's learned at 
school. 

"We don't really know what will happen in December when his visa expires, 
whether he will go back to Rwanda or what. A lot of people are praying about what 
God has in mind for him. " 

Meanwhile, O'Kelley will care for him, while refocusing on a life in the 
United States far removed from her difficult tour of duty Zaire. She found life at 
the camp - -  ministering amidst battered and desperate people - -  traumatizing and 
hazardous in its own right. 

It wasn't easy, but she and others made a difference - -  helping 450 children 
experience firsthand the love of Christ. 

The love was contagious. "We taught the children how to love," O'Kelley said. 
They learned their lesson and passed it on. "As new children arrived, the ones 
already there would say: 'Our family is growing.'" 

Like Hakizimana, they got a second chance at life because people like Karman 
O'Kelley cared. 

--3O-- 
Steve Evans contributed to this story. (BP) photos (two horizontal and one 
vertical) mailed 10/18/95 to state Baptist newspapers by the Richmond bureau of 
Baptist Press. Cutlines available on SBCNet News Room. 

Church's evangelism focuses 
on meeting people's needs By Michael Chute 

Baptist Press 
10/19/95 

LEESBURG, Fla. (BP)--Pastor Charles Roesel has a vision for First Baptist 
Church of Leesburg, Fla. He sees a Christian campus with church members so 
spiritually equipped that anytime someone sets foot on the property, regardless of 
the need - -  physical, emotional or spiritual - -  it will be met. 

For 10 years now, Roesel has been leading the Leesburg church around the 
slogan, "The Church That Cares." The biblical basis for what Roesel calls 
"ministry evangelismi' is found in Matthew 25. He believes it calls Christians not 
to a life of ease, but one of sacrifice and service. 

- -more- - '  , ' 
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T that end, 1,400-plus volunteers from the Leesburg congregation are involved 
in 82 different ministries. The church recently completed phase one of its new 
Ministry Village. That initial phase includes two new buildings for the church's 
Rescue Mission for men and Women's Shelter. Those two ministries, dating from 1982 
and 1989, respectively, previously were operated in houses the church purchased 
across the street from its main facilities. 

Additional phases of the Ministry Village will house the church's Pregnancy 
Care Center, Children's Rescue Shelter and Teen Home, as well as the furniture 
barn, clothing closet and food pantry. When completed, the entire project will 
cost approximately $2 million. 

"All the money was raised without a campaign," Roesel said. "The Holy Spirit 
has raised the money independent of a campaign." Last October, Roesel said he 
"shared the vision and the money started coming in." One Sunday that month the 
church obsenred a Miracle Sunday Offering that brought in $1.1 million. 

"The Holy Spirit is giving the money (and) I'm not going to mess up what he's 
doing," Roesel said. "I told the church members, 'Nobody is going to contact you 
(about the project).' I've learned don't ever ask if we can afford it. That's the 
wrong question. Ask instead, 'Is it God's will?' If it's God's will, we can afford 
it.'" 

For more than a decade, the church's Christian Care Center, Inc. (CCC), a 
nonprofit corporation, has helped thousands of men, women, children and families 
get through the trauma of homelessness, poverty, abuse, neglect, abandonment, 
hunger and crisis pregnancies. Specifically, more than 1,000 children have come 
through the Children's Shelter; more than 1,000 women a year come to the Pregnancy 
Care Center; more than 300 men a year are served through the Rescue Mission; more 
than 100 women and children have been helped by the Women's Center; and the 
benevolent ministries - -  furniture barn, clothing closet and food pantry - -  assist 
more than 5,000 people a year. 

The ministry, which operates from old, renovated houses in Leesburg, will 
expand its facilities and services through the Ministry Village, built on a 
city-block area in downtown Leesburg. 

Southern Baptist leaders point to the church as a model for ministry 
evangelism (ME). Roesel has traveled in more than 20 states, sharing his ME 
cancepts at evangelism conferences. He has taught ministry-based evangelism during 
the Home Mission Board's church growth conferences at both Ridgecrest (N.C.) and 
Glorieta (N.M.) Baptist Conference centers. 

"People come here and see everything we do and are overwhelmed," said Art 
Ayris, the church's minister of evangelism and ministry and CCC administrator. 
"But we started right where we were. We tell them to 'feel the needs needed to 
minister in their community and start right where they are.' 

"Now we have the Ministry Village, but each of these ministries began in an 
old house. We put the ministries in there and ministered to people out of those 
houses. Start: where you are. Give food out of a closet in your church. Work with 
women and children in the locations where they are." 

Roesel said his church members used the Life Series, which he called "one of 
the best ever to come out of Nashville. People have come (to the church) from 
MasterLife, Master Builder - -  you name it we've done it. For some of the 
ministries (the church is now doing), there's not a place to go so we've just had 
to learn the hard way." 

First Baptist members began to put down on paper what they were learning about 
ministry, by doing ministry. Those experiences and principles have been written in 
a manual on ministry evangelism. A book Roesel coauthored with Donald Atkinson, 
"Meeting Ne ds, Sharing Christ: Ministry Evangelism in Today's New T stament 
Church," was released this summer by LifeWay Press in Nashville. 

Also, the church is opening a hospitality house wher people from other 
churches can stay while observing the work in the Ministry Village. That idea came 
from th church's first annual ME conference this past February. People attended 
from all over the United Stat s. 

- -more - - 
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nMissionaries have done this for years," Roesel said, "but th problem is we 
haven't done it here. It's a passion for the lost and a purpose for th church. 
Other churches are missing the privilege - -  the most effective way ever seen for 
reaching people for Jesus Christ." 

Over the last seven years, the Leesburg church has averaged 300 baptisms a 
year. 

"Twenty years ago we may have been criticized" for the emphasis on social 
concerns, Roesel said. "But this is not the old 'social gospel' resurrected; this 
is ministry evangelism. I exist for evangelism as fire exists for burning. We 
don't have a single ministry but that the goal is to reach every person involved 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ." 

Roesel calls the needs in Leesburg "exhausting." Prior to the church's 
emphasis on ministry-based evangelism, it had "blitzed, surveyed, done everything 
we could do" to get prospects. The pastor said more church people were involved in 
weekly visitation than they had prospects to visit. 

"But once we became involved in ministry evangelism, we had ~eople coming out 
of the woodwork, coming Erom everywhere," he said. "Whatever the ministry, it's 
just amazing the needs. One thing we haven't done is a drug rehabilitation center 
and that's on the drawing board. 

"We have a cross-section of every problem found in the United States. No area 
is immune anymore. We may be in the 'Bible Belt' but Satan is having a heyday. 
I've seen so many hurting people. As long as you minister to hurting people, 
you'll never lack for an audience. 

"It's amazing that in a town this size, we have work this size. That's the 
thing that has amazed people across the country. There's not a place - -  town, 
village, one-store country place - -  that doesn't have the problems we have right 
here. People just close their eyes to it and pretend it doesn't exist until their 
daughter is raped, and it's pressed in on them so close that they can't ignore 
it. " 

Roesel said God "began laying on my heart over 15 years ago" the concept of 
ministry evangelism. "He orchestrated the whole thing," he said. "At first I 
didn't know what was going on - -  something would come up and we did it. Then I saw 
what was going on and the vision became almost an obsession with me." 

But the ministry is not without its problems. Leadership is the key. 
Tragically, the ministry has lost two key leaders this year. First, a drunk driver 
killed Joan McCullen, the woman in charge of the Rescue Mission. Then, Leroy 
Boast, who ran the Children's Rescue Center along with his wife, Jane, died of a 
stroke in June. 

"God has raised up the staff through and from the congregation," Roesel said. 
"A great tragedy was the loss of our two people this year. That was two of our six 
major ministry heads." 

Roesel admitted some church members initially resisted the idea of reaching 
undesirables in society. There were those who said, "These aren't our kind of 
people." Others said, "I don't like to have my wife walk by these kind of people 
to get into the church. " 

But Roesel said those attitudes changed about 15 years ago. 
"Now I'm afraid to mention a ministry unless I mean business because I'm 

guaranteed the people will do it," he said. "For instance, I just tested the 
waters on ministry to people with AIDS and the deacons had a unanimous voice in 
saying, 'If this comes up in our community, let's go for it.'" 

Roesel concluded: "We are familiar, of course, with the (story of the) 'Good 
Samaritan.' But touching the hem of the garment Erom Genesis to Revelation, the 
theme is ministry. If you want a ministry that will reach people for Jesus Christ, 
sweeten your fellowship and double your budget, give yourself away through 
ministry evangelism." 

- -3o -  - 
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Baptist association Eights 
hunger before it happens By Lonnie Wilkey 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--The basic premise behind the Community Market at the 
Baptist Center at Western Heights, Knoxville, Tenn., is simple: Prevent hunger 
before it happens. 

That's the theory of Tom Everett, the center's director the past 20 years. 
"Several people have told me, 'I don't come to the market until I need it,'" 

Everett said. 
The market, however, is designed to prevent hunger rather than respond to it, 

he said. 
The Western Heights center, a ministry of Knox County Baptist Association, has 

had the market since 1984. The market is open three days a week with food provided 
by area markets and other agencies. 

All the food is given away. All people have to do is show up, Everett said, 
noting there are no interviews or forms to fill out. 

People do take advantage of the ministry. Last year more than 32,000 people 
came through the market,' Everett said. 

In order to carry out the ministry a large number of volunteers are needed and 
Knox County Baptists have responded well. Everett said they average about 45 
volunteers in the course of a month and some of them help more than once a week. 
In addition, the center also has volunteers from other denominations who have 
learned about the Community Market and wanted to help. 

Everett noted the market is different from other food programs in that people 
can come three days a week rather than once a month. 

This goes back to the principle of trying to prevent hunger rather than 
responding to a hunger need, Everett said. 

Included among the food given away is fresh produce, sweets, snacks, dairy 
products and meat, he noted. 

Everett recounted that volunteers once did a survey. They determined if 
someone went to the store and bought everything given a person on a typical day, 
it would cost about $50 per person, he said. 

By using the market, people can make their money last longer for housing, 
utilities and other essentials, Everett said. 

The market has never run out of food, Everett said, noting nit's like the 
loaves and fishes." 

He observed the market also is good stewardship. "It means food is not going 
to waste. " 

--3O- - 

Baptist sports program tunes 
into a world of opportunities By Don Martin 

Baptist Press 
10/19/95 

RICHMOND, Va. (BPI--One of the most exciting sports channels isn't on TV. 
Just ask Tammy Gordon, 19, who uses part of her summer pounding basketball 

courts in China for Sports Reach, a fellowship that channels volunteers into 
sports opportunities through the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission. 

"When I stepped back into school, I returned with awesome experiences. I don't 
know that I can yet describe what it meant to me to get to really know people from 
such a different part of the world," said Gordon, a sophomore at Saint Mary of the 
Woods College in Terre Haute, Ind. 

Gordon was one of 22 Christian athletes who played basketball or baseball this 
summer on two teams, the Kentucky Sports Crusaders and the Florida-based Space 
Coast Ambassadors. They competed in matches in Beijing, Xian, Shenyang, Tianjin 
and several towns in Henan Province. 

"Sports is one of the best ways to open doors into cultures that seem closed," 
said Robby Speer, executive directo~ Eor Sports Reach who accompanied the two 
teams to China. 

--more- - 
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"As athletes, we went places shut off to most people. And while China (the 
government) has specific policies on spreading religion, Christians are welcome. 
As athletes we travel with the government's blessing," said Speer. 

"It's legal to be a Christian almost anywhere," he added. "That's the key. 
When you try to be what God wants you to be, and you're faithful to opportunities 
he gives you, things fall into place." 

Speer helps place athletes and coaches in many countries. "Possibilities are 
only limited by our imagination," he said. "Now I even have an invitation to place 
players in a professional league in China. What an opport~nity!~ 

When teams enter a country, they carry a high profile, he said, and people may 
be curious but don't question a team's reason for being there. 

Speer then watches as curiosity turns into respect during a game, and as the 
two teams move from competitiveness to conversations. Respect, he said, naturally 
evolves into friendship. 

"We're not the show. We may arrive as special guests, but we do all we can to 
get off the stage and into fellowship. Because the more they get to know us, the 
more they'll want to know about us," Speer explained. 

That's been Gordon's experience in China. "It's natural to share about who I 
am after a game," she said. "That's what we're about. When you live for God, you 
can't help but share. It just comes out all the time." 

Gordon, who also played basketball in Beijing for 13 days in 1994, desires to 
know more about her new friends. 

"When I left China that first time, the Lord gave me a love for the Chinese 
that was so strong I knew I'd go back," she said. "Last year after a game, I even 
told a Chinese friend I'd return home and learn Chinese. I didn't know why I was 
saying that or even where I would learn the language." 

Gordon kept her word and this summer on her return trip to China she could 
talk with the friend she had promised to learn Chinese. "She was so surprised I'd 
learned Chinese. She couldn't believe I'd done it," Gordon said. 

Speer, too, marvels at Gordon's accomplishments and a new confidence in her 
life. "You can just see the Lord working in her life," he said. 

"Between this summer and last, Tammy blossomed. It's not hard to see that God 
gave her a heart for the Chinese. He even gave her courage to travel on her own 
for a month in China before the games started. I'd never have dreamed of Tammy 
roaming around by herself." 

In that month, Gordon learned as much about herself as about China. 
"I saw that I can do anything that's in his will," she said. 

- -30- - 

EDITORS' NOTE: In (BP) story titled "Bread for World decries reduction in foreign 
aid," dated 10/17/95, please insert the following after the fourth paragraph: 

The cuts are part of a Republican effort to balance the budget in seven years, 
said House of Representatives Appropriations Committee spokesperson Elizabeth 
Morra. 

"I think it's important to realize that this was not an easy decision to 
make," she said. The committee "tried to (make cuts) in a responsible manner. The 
funding pot is just a lot smaller." 

In an effort to target specific needs, the committee took funding from several 
different line items which previously totaled $275 million and increased it to 
$300 million in a special account titled Child Survival and Disease Fund, Morra 
said. 

Thanks, 
Baptist Press 
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