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RTVC trustees adopt resolution 
on possible agreement with F&V By C . C .  Risenhoover 

Baptist  Press 
9/13/95 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--A resolution approving in principle a proposed 
programming agreement between ACTS and the "Faith and Values" channel was approved 
by trustees of the Radio and Television Commission at their Sept. 12 meeting. 

In other action, trustees also adopted a 1995-96 fiscal year balanced budget 
of $8,020,000 and appointed a transition team to prepare for the restructuring 
voted by the Southern Baptist Convention last June. 

"There is some language to clarify in the agreement proposed by the Faith and 
Values channel, but I think an agreement is now reachable," said Jack Johnson, 
RTVC president:. 

ACTS is the cable television service operated by the RTVC. The National 
Interfaith Cable Coalition owns 51 percent of the F&V channel. Liberty Media, a 
subsidiary of TCI (the nation's largest cable operator) owns 49 percent. 

The resolution reads: "Whereas a programming agreement is being negotiated 
between ACTS and F&V which provides in part for the carriage of ACTS programming 
on the F&V Channel, and whereas negotiations are continuing on the programming 
agreement between ACTS and F&V, ... be it therefore resolved that this board of 
trustees agrees in principle with the goal of reaching an agreement, be it 
resolved that the president and other officers of ACTS be authorized to continue 
to negotiate with F&V on final wording of the proposed programming agreement with 
F&V, and be it also resolved that the executive committee shall review and vote on 
approval of the final agreement, and be it further resolved that the president be 
authorized to execute the programming agreement as finally approved by the 
executive committee." 

F&V included a "confidentiality clausen in its proposed agreement with ACTS 
that prohibits discussi n of terms. 

"I think we're going to be able to reach a satisfactory conclusion in our 
negotiations," Johnson said. "We're getting close." 
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What has been at stake, he said, was whether evangelical programming provided 
by ACTS would go into 25 to 30 million cable homes nationwide on F&V. 

"Obviously, our primary concern is, and always has been, reaching people with 
the go~pel,~ Johnson said. "And I don't think we take second place to anyone when 
it comes to sharing the gospel. So, I'm very pleased that we may be able to 
continue doing that on the Faith and Values channel." 

The RTVC president said he could give no timetable as to when final agreement 
would be reached but said he hoped it would be within the next two months. In the 
meantime, ACTS has a temporary agreement to continue its current program schedule 
on F&V through Dec. 31, 1995. A programming schedule based on a new agreement is 
expected to begin Jan. 1, 1996. 

More than 11 months ago, ACTS received notice that a 1992 agreement with VGI 
(Vision Group, Inc., also a subsidiary of TCI) would be terminated June 30, 1995. 
That agreement provided ACTS eight: hours of programming daily on F&V. The other 
16 hours each day carried VISN programming. VISN is the cable television 
programming service of NICC. In addition to ACTS the RTVC operates 
FamilyNet, a broadcast television service. 

In the transition voted by the SBC, which will merge the RTVC into a new North 
American Mission Board, Ray Finch, a layman and RTVC trustee from Catoosa, Okla., 
who is founder and president of Lakeshore Food Systems of Tulsa (Okla.), Inc., 
will chair the transition team appointed by trustees. He is joined by trustees C. 
Wyman Copass, pastor, Yellow Creek Baptist Church, Owensboro, Ky.; Dallas W. 
Bumgarner, pastor, Elvaton Baptist Church, Millersville, Md.; and Gary Underwood, 
executive vice president, Beech Street Communications, the FamilyNet affiliate in 
Texarkana, Ark. 

Other team members are Johnson; Jerry Stamps, senior vice president of 
administration of the RTVC; and Richard T. McCartney, executive consultant to the 
RTVC . -. 

- -30- - 

CLC rep meets with U.S. delegates, Baptist Press 
protests, has credentials confiscated 9/13/95 

BEIJING (BP)--The Southern Baptist representative in China's capital city for 
the World Conference on Women expressed pro-family and pro-life concerns to 
members of the United States delegation Sept. 11 but was stripped of her 
conference credentials the next day after a demonstration during a U.S. briefing. 

At the close of a Sept. 12 afternoon press briefing by the U.S. delegation, 
Nancy Schaefer, representing the Christian Life Commission, and s i x  other women 
raised a banner which read "U.S. Delegation Ignores Pro-family Women." A United 
Nations security guard escorted them to a holding room, where he confiscated their 
badges, took photographs of the badges and instructed the women to return th next 
morning, Schaefer said in a written statement. 

The women did not receive their badges Sept. 13, however, said a staff member 
of an Atlanta-based ministry, Family Concerns Inc., founded by Schaefer. 

Instead, the women were told more time was needed before their badges could be 
returned, the staff member said. They were told to return to the Beijing 
International Convention Center Sept. 14 to receive their badges, she said. The 
identities of the other six women were not available, she said. 

Because Schaefer did not: have her badge Sept. 13, she remained in her hotel 
about four blocks from the convention center. 

Schaefer, who is a CLC trustee, ,and the other women decided to unfurl a banner 
after they were dissatisfied with the U.S. delegation's agenda and its response to 
pro-family concerns expressed in the Sept. 11 meeting. 

--mhre-- 8 
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On behalf of 21 organizations, Schaefer had written a letter S pt. 8 to 
Madeleine Albright, U.S. ambassadof to.the U.N. and head of the U.S delegation, 
asking for a meeting. Among the groups signing,onto the letter were Focus on the 
Family, Eagle Forum, Concerned Women for America, American Life League and the 
National Association of Evangelicals. 

The U.S. delegation informed Schaefer about 90 minutes beforehand she and 
others could meet with some of its members Sept. 11. Tom Minnery of Focus on the 
Family, Diane Knippers of the Institute on Religion and Democracy and Ellen Lucas 
of the International Catholic Organizations Center joined Schaefer in the meeting. 
They met with nine members of the delegation, including Veronica Biggins, vice 
chair, and Melinda Kimble, head of the negotiating team. Albright had returned to 
the United States. 

In the 30-minute meeting, the four pro-family/pro-life representatives 
expressed concern the delegation was promoting such things as abortion, the 
funding of RU 486 (the French abortion pill), the redefinition of the family and 
the undermining of parental rights. They also challenged the inclusion of "sexual 
orientationn in the Platform for Action as a status deserving of protection. 

The U.S. delegation defended the inclusion of "sexual orientation" in the 
document and opposed efforts to define it, Knippers said in a written statement. 
The delegation also resisted defining family and said homosexual marriages had not 
been discussed, Knippers said. 

"When I left the office of the U.S. delegation, the words ringing in my ears 
were: 'We don't define terms.'" Schaefer said. "If they don't define terms, how 
can they possibly expect 186 nations to join in signing onto their concepts unless 
these countries are going to be bullied into accepting it by linking their 
approval to financial aid?" 

The women decided to make a banner to communicate their message to the media, 
It was made of a sheet, construction paper, pins, needle and thread, Schaefer 
said, Several members of the press intewiewed the women after they were released 
from the holding room, she said. 

Plans are for a consensus to be reached on contested issues in the 121-page 
document by the close of the United Nations-sponsored conference Sept. 15. 

Led by European and United States delegations, a drafting committee has agreed 
to a number of statements which are opposed by pro-family/pro-life organizations. 

One of the committee-approved sections asserts a wife's right to refuse to 
have sexual relations with her husband, according to a Sept. 11 report in The New 
York Times. 

- -30- - 
Compiled by Tom Strode. 

Texas Baptist board recommends 
$1.5 million for new 'churches 

By Orville Scott & Ken Camp 

Baptist Press 
9/13/95 

DALLAS (BP)--The Baptist General Convention of Texas executive board voted 
Sept, 12 to recommend a 1996 Texas Baptist Cooperative Program budget of 
$42,688,625, including a 2.5 percent increase for home mission work in Texas, or 
$1.5 million, to help start 1,400 new churches in the next five years. 

The budget proposal, adopted with only two dissenting votes, is subject to 
approval by messengers to the BGCT annual meeting in San Antonio, Nov, 13-14. 

The recommended budget calls for Texas Baptists to use 67 percent of 
Cooperative Program receipts in the state rather than the current 64.5 percent, 
Thirty-three percent would go to worldwide causes. 

- -more- - 
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Additional support f r foreign missions would be provided through the 
challenge budget. Of all funds received above the $42.6 million Texas giving goal 
and $21 million for worldwide causes, 50 percent would be sent to the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board and SO percent used to help start new churches in 
Texas. 

Based on the current rate of giving - -  8.4 percent ahead of the same period 
last year - -  total gifts for worldwide~causes in 1996 are estimated to be between 
$22 million and $23 million, according to Roger Hall, BGCT treasurer and chief 
financial officer. 

Besides increased funds for starting new churches, the budget proposal 
includes a new line item of $350,000 for the BGCT Theological Education Committee, 
enhancing theological education offered through BGCT-related educational 
institutions. 

The proposed budget for Texas missions and ministries is an increase of more 
than $1.6 million over the 1995 budget. The recommended increase in Texas 
missions funds grew out of a report by the convention's BGCT/Home Mission Board 
Study Committee. The committee's recommendations were approved unanimously by the 
board. 

The committee determined Texas Baptists need to start at least 200 new 
churches next year and 300 each of the following four years just to keep pace with 
population growth, according to BGCT Associate Executive Director Ed Schmeltekopf, 
chairman of the BGCT/HMB Study Committee. 

"Texas is a mission field," Schmeltekopf said. "There are more unchurched 
people in Texas than the total population of each of 42 of the other states in the 
U.S.A. and a larger number than the total population of each of 94 nations." 

Noting the Texas population of 18 million is expected to grow to 20 million by 
the end of the century, Schmeltekopf pointed out at least half are unchurched, 
including many of the state's 5 million Hispanics and the 3.8 million living in 
mu1 t ihous ing . 

Changing the percentage allocation for worldwide causes from 35.5 percent to 
33 percent was not a decision made lightly, according to Jack Smith of Orange, 
chairman of the BGCT administrative committee. 

"The change is seen as a necessary investment in the future support of 
missions both in Texas and around the world," he said. 

Jack Chastain, retired director of missions for Gulf Coast Baptist 
Association, said he did not oppose the intent of the recommendation, but he was 
worried about perceptions created by reducing the percentage of Cooperative 
Program giving going to worldwide causes. 

"I am quite concerned about the message this sends. We have long cherished 
Cooperative Program giving, almost to the point of treating it as sacred it many 
ways," Chastain said. "Many of us have urged churches not to cut Cooperative 
Program giving in order to care for local needs." 

Recommendations of the Theological Education Study Committee, presented by 
chairman George H. Gaston 111, pastor of Pioneer Drive Baptist Church, Abilene, 
generated more discussion than the budget proposal. Even so, the recommendations 
were approved with only 12 votes in opposition. 

The study committee recommended the creation of an ongoing BGCT Theological 
Education Committee that will work to encourage and facilitate an informal 
stat wide network of theological education efforts, relating to and building on 
ministry education already offered through BGCT-related institutions. 

The committee will seek ways to provide ministry training for both vocational 
and lay ministers with varying educational backgrounds, Gaston said. 

In addition to correlating the efforts of Texas Baptist entities in 
theological education, the committee also will serve as a channel for financial 
assistance to ministry students pursuing theological education in BGCT-related 
schools. I 

- -more- - 
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"The goal of the committee is tp structure a plan with the institutions which 
maintains tuition costs at a level comparable to other seminary programs supported 
by Baptist Cooperative Program funds," Gaston said. Scholarship funds would be 
disbursed beginning in 1996. 

In its report, the committee noted recent decades have witnessed a shift away 
from the long-accepted arrangement of state Baptist universities supplying the 
undergraduate curriculum for ministers while the six Southern Baptist Convention 
seminaries provided graduate-level training. 

Theological controversy in Baptist life has given some impetus to ministry 
training within some of the state Baptist universities, but the expansion of 
training by universities parallels a trend throughout theological education, the 
committee added. 

The study committee emphasized the growing movement to bring ministry closer 
to the places where students live and minister is based on the increased emphasis 
on mentoring and hands-on training and on the fact that today's seminarians are 
older, with families and bivocational careers that make it difficult for them to 
move to a seminary campus. 

Also, the committee noted the need for providing access to theological 
education for ministers without college degrees and for laypeople seeking 
theological education can be met through expanding localized training efforts such 
as Hispanic Baptist Theological Seminary with its various extension centers and 
Ethnic Leadership Development program. 

Charles Wisdom, pastor of First Baptist Church, Katy, spoke against the 
proposal, saying Texas Baptists need to set priorities and not spread themselves 
too thin. 

"This will divert dollars away from starting new work for something that is a 
good program but not a pressing program," he said. Garland Stueart of Lamesa also 
noted the money could better be spent starting new churches. 

However, both Bruce Prescott of Houston and James VanDorn of Somerville 
countered by saying that training leaders is a vital part: of starting new work. - -30- - 

Alabama board weighs funding 
of Samford, Univ. of Mobile ~y Bob Terry 

Baptist Press 
9/13/95 

TALLADEGA, Ala. (BP)--Despite the unanimous approval of a record Cooperative 
Program budget for 1996, the decision by Alabama Baptists' state board of missions 
did not come easily. 

Before approving a $31 million basic budget, board members spent: more than two 
hours debating whether to include Samford University and the University of Mobile 
in the proposed budget to be presented at the Nov. 14-15 annual meeting in 
Montgomery. 

Troy Morrison, executive secretary-treasurer of the state board of missions, 
reminded board members during their Sept. 7-8 meeting at: Shocco Springs Baptist 
Assembly they had voted on May 19 not to include the University of Mobile in the 
1996 Cooperative Program budget if the university was not in compliance with the 
1994 agreement between the Alabama Baptist State Convention and the university. 

Glenn Slye of Birmingham, chairman of the ad hoc committee monitoring 
compliance, reported to the board Sept. 7 the committee determined the University 
of Mobile was not in compliance. He said only one of three quarterly reports due 
had be n forwarded to the committee and that report stated management had omitted 
substantial portions of the report. Slye added the ad hoc committee agreed the 
univ rsity continued to violate the agreement with promotion of its Latin American 
campus in San Marcos, Nicaragua, as related to the Alabama Baptist State 
Convention and by using the university's "Campaign for a B tter Tomorrown fund- 
raising effort for purposes other than recovery money spent on the Nicaragua 
campus . 

--more- - 
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Morrison also said Samford University was in violation of th bylaws of the 
Alabama Baptist Stat Conv ntion sinc trustees changed the charter of that 
university without convention approval. He noted bylaws prevent entities in 
violation of the bylaws from participating in the Cooperative Program budget. 

"I am in a dilemma," Morrison said. "I do not want to hurt the institutions, 
but I cannot recommend a budget that violates the convention's bylaws." 

Morrison said no one hopes more than he the problems between the convention 
and th two universities are resolved quickly. He added, "But I am not one to 
pretend there is not a problem when there is a problem." 

In lieu of appropriating money to the two universities, Morrison proposed 
taking the funds marked for them in the budget and using it as scholarship money 
for Baptist students attending the respective schools. He proposed a committee of 
six people who would administer the scholarships from Montgomery. 

Samford University's portion of the proposed budget amounts to $4,100,460. 
The University of Mobile is scheduled to receive $1,908,175. 

Morrison described his suggestions as "something that protects those Baptists 
students" and "carries on ministry through Christian higher education." 

Samford University Provost William E. Hull described the impact of the 
proposal as "draconian." He said the university had already determined financial 
aid packages for students. "It will be chaos if we have to undo all of those and 
go through a new procedure Jan. 1." 

Hull added Christian teachers also are necessary to teach Christian students. 
He said Samford has contracts with teachers that "assume a base of commitment" 
from the state convention. 

Michael Magnoli, president of the University of Mobile, told board members the 
proposed action would throw his university into chaos. He said that without 
commitment from the Alabama Baptist State Convention for the anticipated $1.9 
million the financial stability of the school would be compromised. 

Tom Williams of East Cullman was among several board members who supported 
Morrison's proposal. He questioned the "guilt trip" being placed on the state 
board of missions. He said the dilemma could be eliminated if the two schools 
compli d with convention bylaws. 

After a considerable amount of parliamentary maneuvering, James Walters of 
Mobile proposed and board members voted that both Samford and Mobile be included 
in the 1996 Cooperative Program budget pending 1) approval of the Samford study 
committee report by the convention (see related story) and 2) University of Mobile 
coming into compliance with the 1994 agreement (see related story). 

It was agreed all required reports from Mobile are to be received by the ad 
hoc committee by Oct, 1, the deadline for the annual audits for all convention 
entities. 

With the amendment to the budget approved, board members unanimously adopt d 
th proposed budget concluding almost seven hours of budget presentations and 
discussion. 

The new budget maintains the current division of Cooperative Program funds 
between Alabama and the Southern Baptist Convention. SBC causes will receive 42.3 
percent of all undesignated receipts while 57.7 percent will be used for Alabama 
Baptist causes. 

Earlier Morrison reported the Montgomery office handled more than $45 million 
in 1994 with 57 percent of all funds from Alabama going to causes outside the 
state, 

The proposed basic budget providea a 3 percent increase over the 1995 budget. 
Board members also approved a challenge budget of $31.93 million for 1996 which is 
3 percent above the basic budget. Included in the budget is a 4 percent increase 
in salary and housing. 

Board members also noted the fifth anniversary of Morrison's lection as 
executive secretary-treasurer of the convention. In honor of the anniversary, the 
board's executive committee approved a one-monih sabbatical for Morriaon to be 
taken by the end of 1996. To underwrite the sabbatical, $5,000 was set aside from 
an existing board fund. 

- -30- - 
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Board recommends chang 
in ties to state entities B; Bob 'Terry 

T A W E G A ,  Ala. (BP)--By a two-to-one majority, Alabama Baptists' state board 
of missions adopted a new nparadigmn of relating to Samford University and, 
potentially, to all other entities of the Alabama Baptist State Convention. 

The report now goes to messengers at the convention's annual meeting, Nov. 
14-15 in Montgomery, for final action. 

Board members gathered at: 6 a.m. on the second day of their Sept. 7-8 meeting 
at Shocco Springs Baptist Assembly to hear the report of the Samford Study 
Committee. They had received written copies of the report at 12:30 a.m that 
morning at the conclusion of a lengthy session dealing with issues related to the 
University of Mobile. 

Ron Madison, pastor of First Baptist Church, Opelika, and chairman of the 
study committee, reported Samford University trustees had declined several "strong 
appeals" to rescind the charter change Sept. 13 of last year making the trustees a 
self-perpetuating body. 

The committee was left with two alternatives: disassociate the convention 
from Samford University or "search for a different way in which the convention 
might relate to Samford in the future." The option of a lawsuit against Samford 
trustees to overturn the charter change was not an alternative, Madison reported, 
"for all the reasons enumerated in our initial report." 

At the 1994 convention meeting, messengers adopted the committee's report, 
which rejected the lawsuit possibility because of scriptural reasons and the 
damage such action would do to Baptist witness in Alabama. 

The "different way of relating" proposed by the committee is built on the 
principles of sound stewardship, shared responsibility and sensitivity to the 
corporate integrity of each entity, Madison continued. The new model also 
emphasizes the state convention's autonomy and its right to determine its 
stewardship. 

The proposal offers each incorporated entity of the convention the option of 
allowing the convention to either elect or affirm trustees and directors. In 
turn, the convention in annual session will determine financial support for the 
respective entities based on the entity's contribution to the convention's 
purposes. 

Entities choosing for the convention to elect trustees or directors would 
continue the present pattern of working with the convention. Entities choosing to 
have the convention affirm trustees or directors would have the legal right of 
election. The trustees or directors would be presented to the convention for 
affirmation because of the relationship and shared ministry between the entity and 
the convention. 

Nominations from the floor of the convention would not be allowed for 
positions presented for affirmation. 

"If this report is adopted, we are saying to Samford University, 'We are not 
fussing with you anymore. But we will decide annually about funding,'" Madison 
told board members. 

He said the committee had unanimously agreed "now is the appropriate time to 
offer a new structure through which to express our mission in relationship with 
the incorporated entities of the Alabama Baptist family." 

The new pattern of relationship does not put weight on governance (election of 
trustees or directors), Madison said. It puts weight on shared ministry. "W are 
proposing a relationship built on the twin pillars of freedom and responsibility. 
That is a solid biblical pattern." 

Madison compared the new pattern to the relationships in families which have 
to adjust as children grow into adulthood. "We axe saying to our entities that 
you are adults and we are willing to relate to you as adults relate to parents. 
We are giving you the right to choose. You do not have to usurp it." 

-, -moreA - 
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Madison explained the convention will have to decide annually through its 
regular budgeting process about funding. In making that decision, the report 
listed a variety of criteria "including - -  but not limited to - -  election of the 
entities' trustees or directors and total disclosure and full compliance in all 
financial matters as reviewed and interpreted by the convention's audit 
committee." 

"The messengers will do what they have always done," Madison said. "They will 
decide the budget based on stewardship of ministry assignments." 

State convention President Fred Lackey, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Athens, offered the motion to officially adopt the report. He called the new 
method of relating "a necessity." He said the report addressed what he felt was 
necessary for the survival of the convention relationship. 

"This report emphasizes mutual trust and mutual commitment," lackey said. "We 
must have that if we are going to grow and keep our entities." 

Lackey praised the report for concentrating more on agreeing (shared ministry) 
than on disagreeing (governance). He said the report could bring Alabama Baptists 
together and does not further divide the convention. 

The report has benefits for the convention as well, he pointed out. It 
protects the convention from ascending liability coming from the entities and 
makes the trustees and directors more accountable to the convention, since funding 
is tied to ministry. 

Calling the report "not a final step but a right step," he urged board members 
to adopt the report. 

Denny Goodwin, pastor of First Baptist Church, Demopolis, asked if the report 
basically said to the entities, "Do what you want and we will fund you if we like 
it and not fund you if we don't like it." 

"Yes, that is the strength of the report," Madison replied. "Service to 
Alabama Baptists will be the evaluation. Funding will be based on relationship 
and shared ministry." 

Buddy Gray, pastor of Hunter Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, said he 
believed the report of the study committee will "unravel" the convention. 

"You did not talk about accountability," he said. "Samford withdrew from us. 
They do not want the will of the Alabama Baptist State Convention to dictate what 
they do. Samford does not trust us." 
Gray said the recommended funding pattern also would lead to the breakdown of the 
Cooperative Program as people begin funding what they want to instead of funding 
all convention-related work through one funding channel. 

Jay Wolf, pastor of First Baptist Church, Montgomery, asked what it would take 
to get Samford and the convention back to the relationship enjoyed before last 
September. 

"A change of history," replied Madison. "The Samford trustees repeatedly said 
that if we could guarantee them that what happened on the SBC level - -  where 
trustees were elected with agendas to change the nature and direction of ministry 
of institutions - -  would not happen to Samford, then they would change the charter 
back to the way it was. 

"Of course, we could not guarantee that. No Baptist can guarantee what other 
Baptists are going to do," he said. 

Fred Woods of Mobile asked about the temperament of the trustees toward the 
convention. 

Madison said the trustee representatives were committed to finding a solution 
to the problems, nThere were disagreements, because where they were was not where 
we were," he said. "But there was never rancor." 

Before voting on the report, Samford Provost William E. Hull was asked to 
speak to the report. Hull said the univ rsity is closer today to Alabama Baptists 
than ever before. He said the university was trying to prove that the bylaw 
change did not distance the school from Alabama Baptists. "The trustees are 
committed to keep us right in the middle of Alabama Baptist life." - -more - - 
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After the board meeting, Samford trustee chairman John C. Pittrnan called the 
proposal of the Samford Study committee wa surprise to us. He said trustees had 
indication of "a new approach" earlier in the summer but had not been aware of the 
actual proposal until a few days ago. 

"As we have had only a short time to consider this measure, we are analyzing 
the change in light of its potential impact upon Samford and upon our desire to 
remain closely related to the convention," he said. 
Pittman said he understood the proposal adopted by the state board of missions did 
not require action by Samford trustees. Still, the group is concerned about what 
is best for Samford and the state convention. 

He described the dialogue between the Samford Study Committee and the trustee 
liaisons committee as positive. "We have recognized that we are brothers and 
sisters in Christ and we have common goals. At the same time, we have had serious 
and direct disagreement and we have shared them frankly." 

ABSC Executive Secretary Troy Morrison, speaking to the state board of 
missions' executive committee prior to the board meeting, supported the report, 
saying it "does not change much of what is going on in Alabama.'' While he has 
been executive secretary, every request of an entity for a trustee or director has 
been approved, Morrison said. 

"This is a good report," he said. "It legally distances the convention from 
the entities, but it seeks to draw us closer together through shared ministry." 

Board chairman Edwin Jenkins, pastor of Hilldale Baptist Church, Birmingham, 
ruled the board vote would be by roll call. The final tally was 47 in favor of 
the report, 24 opposed, with one abstention. 

- -3o - -  

New Ala, committee to tackle 
impasse with Univ. of Mobile By Bob Terry 

Baptist Press 
9/13/95 

TALLADEGA, Ala. (BP)--For four hours Sept. 7, Alabama Baptist state board of 
missions members listened to charges and countercharges from attorneys, trustees 
and convention-elected officials regarding the University of Mobile. 

When it was over, the board had voted to form a new committee to work toward 
resolving the impasse that could result in omitting the university from the state 
convention's Cooperative Program budget. 

At the center of the controversy is the handling of funds by the university. 
Mac Carpenter, a certified public accountant from Dothan and chairman of the state 
convention's audit committee, said the committee became concerned about the 
reluctance and the delay on the part of university officials to turn over required 
financial materials for examination and review. 

The audit committee also is concerned "by a pattern of deficiencies that were 
not being improved" regarding the handling of funds, he said during the Alabama 
board meeting at Shocco Springs Baptist Assembly. 

Compounding the concern were questions about possible irregularities regarding 
funds used for the University of Mobile's Latin American campus in San Marcos, 
Nicaragua. 

For 50 minutes, Chriss Doss, convention attorney, led board members through a 
series of documents and affidavits, which, he argued, demonstrate financial 
irregularities at the Nicaragua campus. 

Doss presented documents referencing a feasibility study to justify placing 
the university's Latin American campus in San Marcos. He also showed entries in 
the university's financial records for about $14,000 in payments for the study. 

But two years later when attempts were made to find the study, employees were 
told the study had never been tabulated and no parts of the study existed. 

There may be xplanations for this. If so, an independent audit would clear 
up this issue," Doss said. 

- -more,- - 
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Doss also raised questions about Corporation Oro. the firm used by the 
University of Mobile to manufacture furniture f r the Latin American campus. 
Displaying a copy of the corporation's letterhead on an overhead screen, Doss 
called attention to a number on the letterhead. "There is no such number as this 
in all of Nicaragua," he declared. 

Doss added that contact with government officials revealed required 
corporation papers for a Corporation Oro have never been filed. However, he 
report d officials of Corporation Oro claim to have used a dormant company 
belonging to a now-deceased relative for the business. 

Doss displayed checks and ledger entries showing a payment to Corporation Oro 
months before the university entered in contract with the company for furniture. 
He displayed copies of checks to Corporation Oro endorsed for deposit in 
Corporation Oro accounts by school officials. 

Doss pointed out entries from school financial records showing a servant of 
the head of the Latin American campus had been given more than $5,000 in one month 
for construction work for which no documentation is available. 

"Who is Corporation Ora and where is this money going?" Doss asked. "We do 
not know. " 

Doss said every concern was a concern the trustees either knew about or should 
have known about, since most of his material came from documents trustees have had 
for months. 

"We are talking about Baptist money," he added. "A lot of Baptist money." 
At the beginning of the meeting, board members found copies of letters 

regarding the University of Mobile's Nicaraguan campus in their folders. Among 
the letters was one from Barbara Zylstra, a former employee, charging several 
irfegularities. 

James Brooks, an attorney from Mobile and a member of Dauphin Way Baptist 
Church, spoke for the University of Mobile. He said he was employed by the 
trustees two years ago to work on issues related to the Latin American campus. 

"We are not here to respond to Brother Doss because we have not seen this 
material until tonight," Brooks said. "We want: you to know we are trying to 
resolve every issue, We want you to know we want: to reconcile every difference." 

Holding up a notebook in his right: hand, Brooks said the book contained all 
the results of an investigation into all the charges brought to the attention of 
the trustees. He announced three members of the board of trustees, all attorn ys, 
had been appointed by the trustee chairman to investigate the charges. 

"We have been doing this for some months," Brooks said. He told board m mbers 
the committee had written the convention's audit committee and executive committee 
asking for information but had received nothing in reply, 

"We will certainly give you our information. We want you to give us your 
information," he said. 

Brooks said University of Mobile President Michael Magnoli has not met with 
the investigation committee and that the committee had been trying to contact 
Zylstra but had been unable to. However, Brooks said Zylstra "turned on the 
university because the university would not hire her husband for a position for 
which he was not qualified," 

Brooks said the trustees "had deep sorrow" because their integrity and ability 
had been questioned. "Allow the trustees to control the University of Mobile," he 
pleaded, "If our work is not sufficient, if we are inadequate for the task then 
slam-dhk us, but give us a chance." Trustee chairman Robert Maxwell pledged to 
the board "my objectivity, my honesty, my ability to ascertain facts and act on 
them." He added, "I do not understand why it is a detriment to truth that we 
should have that information," 

Another university trustee, Gary Enfinger, pastor of Thomasville Baptist 
Church, said the trustees "have a lot of anger about the way we have been treated 
by the hierarchy of the convention." He'said the trustees would never condone 
fraud or mbezzlement. 

- -more- - 
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He called the board of missions meeting unfair. "People came h re Pr pared to 
the hilt to attack Mobile. We are n t'pr pared because we were not told about the 
charges. " 

ABSC President Fred Lackey, pastor of First Baptist Church, ~thens, said when 
he became aware of the investigation and evidence indicting the University of 
Mobile, he asked for a meeting with all parties. 

"That meeting should have been held before this presentation to you," he told 
board members. "I believe another audit is premature." 
Lackey said it was his judgment that all information should be given to the 
parties involved. "The trustees were elected to run the University of Mobile, and 
we ought to trust them, " he declared. 

During the discussion about turning over information, Doss protested. He said 
people he has talked with in Nicaragua are now saying they are being harassed 
because they talked. "I fear you are exposing a lot of innocent people to a lot 
of danger by your actions." 

Lackey said he believed the convention was at an impasse and asked for 
permission to appoint a committee to deal with the issue. 

Larry Felkins of Bessemer Baptist: Association moved Lackey appoint the 
committee. "I hear folks who really don't like each other and want to nail them 
to the wall." 

Charles Norris of Salem-Troy Baptist Association countered. "We have two 
honorable committees about to bring resolution that we don't like, so we want to 
appoint another committee," he said. 

The motion to appoint the committee passed by about a three-to-one margin. 
To prevent Mobile from being excluded from the 1996 Cooperative Program budget 

as recommended by the board's executive committee, the members voted to amend the 
action of the executive committee provided Mobile furnishes all necessary items to 
the committee by Oct. 1. That motion passed 47-18 with one abstention on a roll 
call vote. 

Darryl Wood, pastor of First Baptist Church, Moulton, asked if the university 
had complied with the 1994 agreement approved by the convention. Ad hoc committee 
chairman Glenn Slye of Birmingham reported only the first of three required 
quarterly reports had been received from the university auditor and that report 
noted management had chosen to omit substantial portions of the material. Slye 
added the one report on the university's "Campaign for Tomorrown contained a 
$700,000 pledge from the U.S. government for student aid to the Latin American 
campus, not for recovery of funds already spent on the campus as agreed. 

He also reported two occasions in which he said university promotion tied the 
Latin American campus to the ABSC, a violation of the agreement. 

For those reasons, the ad hoc committee concluded the University of Mobile was 
not in compliance with the 1994 agreement. 

The morning of Sept. 8, Lackey announced the members of the new committee. He 
and Edwin Jenkins, pastor of Hilldale Baptist Church, Birmingham, will serve as 
co-chairmen. Serving with them will be Dewey Corder, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Trussville; William Dean, retired pastor, First Baptist Church, Sylacauga; 
Charles Carter, pastor, Shades Mountain Baptist Church, Birmingham; Jay Wolf, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Montgomery; Sammy Gilbreath, pastor, Highland 
Baptist Church, Florence; Rick Marshall, pastor, Eastern Hills Baptist Church, 
Montgomery; Travis Coleman, pastor, First Baptist Church, Prattville; James E. 
"Buddy" Gray, pastor, Hunter Street Baptist Church, Hoover. James Guenther of 
Nashville, Tenn., will serve the committee as legal counsel. - -30- - 
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NOBTS trustees hear enrollment 
is up, faculty 'needs leader' By Herb Hollinger 

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Trustees of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary were 
told enrollment is up more than 3 percent, the seminary finished the fiscal year 
in the black, but the "faculty is nervous" in anticipation of a new president. 

Landrum Leavell 11, president of the seminary for 20 years until his 
retirement at the end of 1994 and now interim president, told trustees the faculty 
"needs a leader, the sooner the better." Leavell was referring to the nine-month 
period since a search for the seminary's eighth president began the first of the 
year, 

Trustee search committee chairman Morris L, Anderson, a Pigeon Forge, Tenn., 
pastor, said he understands the concerns but "I don't know how long" it is going 
to take. Anderson said the committee is unanimous "in the direction we awe 
going," but wouldn't comment on how close the committee is to a nominee. Th 
committee plans to notify the board of trustees at least two weeks in advance for 
a two-day meeting with the nominee. But with the announcement that Southern 
Baptist Convention President Jim Henry had withdrawn from consideration, no 
particular person appeared to be talked about at the trustees' campus meeting 
Sept. 12. 

Anderson said the committee wants the man "God has for us" but won't set any 
timetable. 

Part of the anxiety of the faculty, officials said, could be attributed t the 
stress of present faculty dealing with eight vacant: teaching positions. The 
seminary had been apparently waiting for a new president to have input for new 
faculty, but trustees voted to have seminary officials go ahead with recruiting 
for the vacant positions. 

Leavell, who has retired in Wichita Falls, Texas, also told trustees the 
seminary finished its fiscal year in the nblack." The seminary's year is Aug. 1 
to July 31. 

Leavell said enrollment for the fall term is up more than 3 percent, with 
regular on-campus enrollment up significantly but the continuing education portion 
down slightly. No totals were given. He also announced a gift of a $500,000 
trust from a Texas couple, creating another endowed chair. 

The 40-member board of trustees met for barely an hour and a half in their 
fall plenary session with all votes apparently unanimous. 

In other action, trustees approved responses to four referrals from the SBC 
annual meeting in June in Atlanta dealing with closed captioning for videos, more 
Spanish literature, knowledge of the canonization of Scriptures and use of 
appropriate textbooks, and the use of investment assets to further the 
convention's moral views; approved the purchase of several pieces of property near 
the North Georgia campus of the seminary; approved changing the title of director 
of development: to vice president for development; and noted the seminary's 
endowment now is about $25 million. 

A "self-study report" which took a number of months of preparation by faculty 
and staff was approved for submission to the school's two accrediting agencies. 
B th the Association of Theological Schools and the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools plan a regular visit to the campus early next year. Leave11 
said the report showed the seminary is in "excellent shape." 

Trustees also approved professors Rick Byargeon for the J. Wash Watts Chair of 
Old Testament and Harry Eskew for the Lallage F azel Chair 1 in Church Music. 
Trustees affirmed the sch 01's next chairs would be in ethics and preaching. Each 
chair requires a $500,000 ndowment. 

Trustees also approved several housekeeping items and h ard reports from 
faculty and staff. 

- -30- - 
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BP)--"I feel like we're on th verge of som great things 
spiritually in Southern Baptist life." With those words of expectation, Jim 
Henry, president of the Southern Baptist Convention, addressed the Sept. 12 chapel 
service at Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Mo. . 

"I don't know how God will work, but he seems to be getting the denomination 
ready," Henry explained. "Our Cooperative Program is up in giving. Our mission 
pipeline is filled. There's so many positive things happening." 

With 15 million people in the denomination, Henry said, one should expect 
there to be difficulties. But he said he's encouraged by what: he calls a 
"leveling out" in the convention. "There seems to be a sense of wholeness and 
health that is permeating the (Southern Baptist) body. 

"A spirit of revival seems to be moving in Southern Baptist life," Henry 
said. "I believe God's hand is on us and I'm looking forward to the future." 

Henry, pastor of First Baptist Church, Orlando, Fla., used the chapel service 
to challenge Christians to live their lives with the end in mind. "Determine your 
purpose and your passion," he urged. "There are many things that will catch your 
eye in life but only a few things to grip your heart." 

Henry gave a warning: "If you don't come up with your purpose and what God's 
purpose is through your life, not only will you be without direction, but you 
won't help anybody else to have direction." A life without purpose and passion is 
life without God in control, he said. 

Dedicating oneself to God's purpose will not be easy, Henry said. "From the 
outside, from the inside and sometimes from both, the enemy will come." But, he 
continued, Satan "doesn't have to prevail." 

Henry reminded, "It's always better to be striving than arriving." In th 
face of the devil's tricks, Henry said, when a Christian to fulfill God's purpose, 
"You're more likely to be humble, praying and depending on God." - -30- - 

Kentucky editor Harv b o x  elected 
Baptist Standard associate editor 

Baptist Press 
9/13/95 

DALLAS (BP)--Maw Knox, editor of the Western Recorder, newsjournal of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, since 1990, will become associate editor of the 
Baptist Standard, Texas Baptists' newsjournal, effective Dec. 4. 

Knox, who will be 39 on Sept. 16, was elected unanimously by the Standard 
board of directors at their fall meeting in Dallas, Sept. 12. He will succeed 
Toby Druin, associate editor of the Standard since 1976, who will become editor on 
th retirement of Presnall H. Wood, Dec. 31. 

Druin, who recommended Knox to the board, said, "I am extremely grateful for 
the board action. Marv Knox is known across the nation as an outstanding editor 
and journalist. Under his leadership, the Western Recorder has become what many 
consid r the most exciting of all of our state Baptist papers. 

"It will be a pleasure to work with him as we attempt to continue and build on 
the tradition of the Baptist Standard and its service to Texas Baptists." 

Knox is a native Texan. He was born in Fort Worth, while his father, Marvin, 
now pastor of First Baptist Church, Stratford, Okla., was attending Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Marv's younger brother, Martin, is pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Justin, Texas. 

The teaming of Knox and Druin together has a touch of irony. In 1960, when 
Knox's father was pastor of a mission church in Borger, Keeler Heights Baptist 
Chapel, he invited Druin, then city editor of the Borger News-Herald, to be his 
music director. M a m  was 3 years old. 

--mored - 
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While expressing r luctance to leave the Western Recorder, Knox said, "It has 
been a dream of mine to be at the Baptist: Standard since I was a very young person 
in late high school or early college and beginning to think of being a journalist 
and serving the Lord at the same time. 

"The opportunity to come back home to Texas is very exciting, rewarding and 
fulfilling. 

"And the opportunity to serve alongside Toby Druin is exciting and for me has 
a kind of poetic balance. Considering my early memories, the opportunity to serve 
with him is special to me," 

Knox is a 1979 graduate of Hardin-Simmons University who earned a master of 
divinity degree at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., in 
1984. He and his wife, Joanna Jarchow Knox of Fort: Worth, also an HSU graduate, 
have two daughters, Lindsay Michelle, 11, and Molly Rachel, 8. 

Knox was editor of the Hardin-Simmons University newspaper, The Brand, while 
in college and worked as a reporter for the Abilene Reporter-News before becoming 
assistant news editor for the Home Mission Board in 1979. 

In 1981, while a student at Southern Seminary, he became news and information 
director for the seminary, a position he held until 1983. From 1984-86 he was 
assistant editor of the Baptist Message, the Louisiana state paper, before joining 
the Baptist Press staff as feature editor in 1986. 

He served with BP for four years before accepting the editorship of the 
Kentucky paper in 1990. 

Under his leadership, the Western Recorder has maintained a circulation of 
50,000 while many other state papers have seen declining subscription totals. 
Knox has brought several reader-friendly elements to the Recorder, including a 
rotating advice column for parents, couples, singles and senior adults and the 
inclusion of inserts that provide in-depth information about Kentucky Baptist 
institutions and programs. He also writes a personal column aimed at increasing 
readership among younger adults. 

A licensed minister, Knox and his family are active members of Crescent Hill 
Baptist Church, Louisville. She is financial secretary at the church. He is 
chairman-elect of the deacons, has taught an adult Sunday school class and a 
preschool children's mission group, been director of a young adult division and 
has served on the pastor search committee. 

He has served on the Kentucky Baptist Convention Historical Commission and 
Public Affairs Committee and is active in both the Southern Baptist Press 
Association and Baptist Public Relations Association where he has won awards for 
editorial, news and feature writing and newspaper design. 

H has been a member of the board of directors of Associated Baptist Press 
since 1992. 

--3o-- 

WWO's OIBrien addresses 
National Baptist women By Teresa Diclcens 

Baptist Press 
9/13/95 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)--"Walk worthy of the callingn was the theme of the 
messag delivered by Dellanna O'Brien, executive director of Woman's Missionary 
Union, SBC, to participants attending the 94th annual session of the Woman's 
Convention; auxiliary to the National Baptist Convention USA, Inc. 

The National Baptist: women met in Birmingham, Ala., Sept. 4-8, in 
conjunction with the annual gathering of the National Baptist Convention, USA, 
Inc., the nation's largest African American denomination with 8.2 million members. 

OtBrien addressed the W dnesday afternoon session of the Woman's Convention, 
which drew a crowd of about 1,500 women and men. 

Using Ephesians 4 : l - 6  as her text;OfBrien said learning to walk requires 
three steps : dissatisfaction with th lack of initiative, willingness to embrac 
disequilibrium and discipline. - -more- - 
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Like a baby growing to the point of wanting to walk, Christians also 
experience the growth spurt that Icaus s us to be discontent with b ing babies and 
thrusts us into a more responsible rol ," she said. As Samuel in the Old 
Testament, she continued, "We repeat, 'Speak Lord, for they servant is 
listening.'" 

Organizations also face the time of learning to walk, O'Brien said. 
Noting WMJ and the Woman's Convention were born in Richmond, Va., in 1888 

and 1900, respectively, she remarked, "God placed within the hearts of his 
daughters the desire to be laborers together in the sharing of Christ with the 
world - -  the vision of being on mission with him." 

Defining disequilibrium as "a loss or lack of balance," OIBrien noted 
Christians who are learning to "walkn in their relationship with God often lose 
their balance. Success comes in getting up and trying again, she said. 

Organizations also face the same struggles. One such area for WMU, she 
acknowledged, has been in the fight for civil rights. 

OtBrien recounted Annie Armstrong's involvement in securing black women as 
field workers in home missions and open meetings of white and black women leaders. 
She also recalled WMU's participation in the Woman's Committee of the Commission 
on Interracial Cooperation from 1921-1943, which resulted in a greater emphasis on 
work with blacks in WMU's publications and programs. 

"A report card grade from the Father on WMU's past support of civil rights 
issues would yield many 'well dories,'" O'Brien said. However, she added, the 
report would also include a list of things left undone. 

"But the clock is still ticking in the efforts to secure full benefits for 
you, our sisters, as citizens of our beloved U.S.," O'Brien declared. "The battle 
is far from over. We commit to you today our full support in erasing the 
injustices you continue to encounter and the prejudices which hinder the 
realization of your dreams." 

For Christians and organizations to be successful in the call God places on 
them requires discipline, O'Brien stated. 

"God encourages us on to perfecting the walk through spending time with him, 
seeking his way and being obedient. It is necessary in engaging in the pilgrimage 
to be disciplined, to practice daily the Christian disciplines of the faith - -  
prayer, Bible study and stewardship. 

"The ongoing challenges for each of our organizations call for mature and 
dedicated faithfulness. The lost call out to us; their voices are many. Never 
has the opportunity been greater, the call more urgent. Millions go to bed hungry 
at night; depression and hopelessness fill the hearts of multitudes." 

Referencing Romans 10:14-16, she prayed, "Lord, give us beautiful feet by 
inspiring the desire to walk faithfully, the willingness to endure disequilibrium, 
the discipline of life. Amen." 

- -3o - -  

Copyright violations common 
in churches but s t i l l  i l l e g a l  

Baptist Press 
9/13/95 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--Copyright violations are both unethical and common in 
Southern Baptist churches, according to leaders who work in music and legal 
concerns for Baptist organizations. 

"In my experience with many Alabama Baptist churches, a lot of music libraries 
contain copies of photocopied music," said Keith Hibbs, associate director of the 
Alabama Baptist State Convention church music department. 

Hibbs said some church members believe they are safe in copying music, as long 
as it is not f r the purpose of selling it. 

"It does not matter whether the intended use is resal ," Hibbs said. "It is 
still illegal. 

5 -more* - 
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Jim Cordell, church'music director of the Kentucky Baptist C nv ntion, said he 
also sees "a lot of violations" and - -  in some cases - -  entire music libraries 
have b en created from photocopied music. 

"Most of these violations are not intentional," Cordell added. "Some churches 
just don't know." 

However, Cordell said ha suspects some music leaders in small churches don't 
want to be told what they're doing is wrong. 

"They want to consider themselves the exception to the rule. ... They hav 
tight budgets, and they have the idea that if someone writes for God or for the 
church, it should be free," he noted. 

Consequently, these people tend to ignore the fact that Christian songwriting 
is a livelihood for many musicians, Cordell said, adding that "while the word 
'stealing' seems a little strong, that's really what it is." 

Larry Cannon, a legal consultant for the Baptist Sunday School Board, agreed. 
"The only difference between photocopied music and shoplifting music out of a 
bookstore is that you're not getting the white piece of paper the music is printed 
on in the store. ... 

"Some people who wouldn't think about walking into a bookstore and stealing a 
sheet of music are doing basically the same thing anyway," noted Cannon, who is an 
attorney. 

It's not only music publishers, such as the Sunday School Board, which suffer 
but the composers also, Cannon said. 

"If we photocopy the music, we're cutting that money off to the writers," 
Cannon said. "When you cut off the economic flow to the writers, if it's bad 
enough they have to go to another profession." 

The real value of printed music isn't in the cost of the paper, Cannon noted, 
but rather "the music, the notes and the lyrics. When you copy it, you're 
stealing the thing that is of value." 

Churches already have an advantage, because they don't have to pay a 
performance fee when a piece of religious music is performed publicly. In 
contrast, composers of secular music do receive a performance fee when their works 
are performed publicly. 

Because of this, Christian composers take a double hit when someone 
photocopies music to avoid purchase, Cannon said. 

"When we start cutting them out of the revenue for the printed copies, then 
it's getting down to where they don't have a revenue stream at all," Cannon said. 

How can a church know whether it is violating copyright law? A rule of thumb 
Cordell suggested is to ask, "Am I copying to avoid buying the music?" 

A brochure produced by the Music Publishers Association offers a brief 
definition of copyright laws: "The U.S. copyright law is designed to encourage 
the d velopment of the arts and sciences by protecting the work of the creative 
individuals in our society - -  composers, authors, poets, dramatists, 
choreographers, and others." 

"Copyright owners have every right to prosecute offenders under the U.S. 
copyright law," the brochure notes. 

Infringements of the law include any kind of copying without permission, such 
as: 

- -  copying to avoid purchase. 
- -  copying music for any kind of performance, rehearsal or congregational 

singing . 
- -  copying to create anthologies, compilations or other collections. 
Some music publishers now work together to offer licenses for churches to 

reproduce music. While these do not permit choir directors to purchase one anthem 
and make 20 photocopies, they do permit restricted reprinting. 

One such organization is Christian Copyright Licensing International of 
Portland, Ore. CCLI serves as a clearinghousep for most major Christian music 
publishers, including the Sunday School Board, Lillenas, Stamps-Baxter, Word and 
more than 1,600 other publishers and publishing houses. 

- -more- - 
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A small annual fee to CCLI reg$sters,a church or organization with a license 
number and allows the church to r print: music for congregational singing. The 
license does not permit copying for choir performances, ensembles, soloists and 
instrumental performances. 

The CCLI license authorizes a church to do any of the following for use during 
congr gational singing: - -  print songs in bulletins, liturgies, programs and song sheets. 

- -  print songs in bound or unbound songbooks. 
- -  make overhead transparencies or slides or to utilize electronic storage and 

retrieval methods for visual projection of songs. 
- -  record songs in church worship on audio cassette tapes or videotapes and 

distribute them for minimal charges or donations. 
The membership fee for CCLI is based on regular combined attendance at a 

church's main services. For example, a church with 200 or less in attendance 
would be required to pay $145. A church with 1,500-2,900 would pay $390. 

For information, CCLI may be contacted at 1-800-234-2446. 
--3o-- 

Based on reporting by Keith Hinson and Melanie Childers. 

Florida board proposes Baptist Press 
severed ties with Stetson 9/13/95 

By Barbara Denman & Michael Chute 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (BP)--The severing of a 112-year relationship with Stetson 
University will be recommended to messengers attending the annual session of the 
Florida Baptist State Convention in response to a change in the DeLand school's 
student policy that permits the drinking of alcohol on campus. 

The recommendation was approved without any dissenting votes Sept. 8 by 81 of 
the 99-member state board of missions and will be presented to messengers during 
the convention's annual meeting, Nov. 13-15 in Tampa. 

In making its decision, the board heard a report from an appointed 
subcommittee that met with Stetson officials Aug. 25 to request the alcohol 
consumption policy be rescinded on the grounds it is in conflict with Baptist 
heritage and the Bible. 

According to Steve Rayburn, board president, university officials refused to 
rescind the policy during the meeting. 

"The policy taken is not in keeping with who we are," Rayburn told the board. 
"We cannot be identified with something we cannot, in good conscience, abide. We 
do not want to say everything Stetson does is bad. It's just time for us to do 
this. " 

Ken Whitten of Tampa, convention president and member of the subcommittee, 
told the board there was "no alternative but to sever fraternal relationships. We 
cannot tell Stetson who they are, but we can say who we are." 

The board was told by committee member Dan Southerland of Fort Lauderdale that 
Stetson's position was summarized by university President Doug Lee, who said, "We 
will not define our heritage and purpose in terms of practice by Southern 
Baptists. " 

Southerland said, "There was no rudeness in the meeting; it was cordial and 
kind. We cannot agree so we are going our own ways. You need to know that. We 
left saying, 'God bless Stetson,' and they said, "God bless Florida Baptists.' 

"We just need to go our separate ways. It does not mean that the years of 
relationship have been bad years. We have had a good common heritage together. 
It's just that we simply cannot share that heritage any longer." 

--more- - 
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The recommendation to dissolve the relationship was softened by an amendment 
proposed by Ed Johnson of Ocala that stated: "With sadness that this 
recommendation has become necessary and it is with deep appreciation for the many 
wonderful Christians who have graduated from Stetson University," The amendment 
was passed. 

In a prepared statement, Stetson's Lee said, "Stetson did not wish to walk 
away Erom its historic partnership, but it was evident that only through formal 
separation could either Stetson or the convention maintain integrity of purpose." 

Lee noted that Florida Baptists are now focused on missions and evangelism 
with funds increasingly allocated away from higher education. Meanwhile the 
school's primary focus is t o  "provide students with an academically rigorous 
learning environment, which supports their continued development as socially 
responsible adults," he said. 

Unlike many Southern Baptist schools, Stetson was chartered by its founders in 
1883 as an independent institution. Florida Baptists never elected Stetson's 
trustees or had control over decisions made by the board. 

Yet according to convention officials, since 1949, Florida Baptists have given 
over $26 million to the school. 

Noting the amount of convention support over the years, Rayburn said: 
"Stetson only changed, in my opinion, the last few years from where it has been. 
There are many pastors in this state and missionaries around the world who were 
trained there. That's not money lost but ministry gained around the world." 

In recent years, the relationship between Florida Baptists and the university 
had been strained due to actions taken at the school related to abortion 
couns ling, a liberal dona visitation policy and the distribution of condoms on 
cmpus . 

Cooperative Program support for the school had dwindled from a high of $1.3 
million in 1989 to $28,000 in 1994. 

The ending of the relationship will include action on a number of formal and 
informal relationships. 

Stetson will be asked to return a $568,148 endowment, which was given by the 
state board in 1945 to fund the construction of campus buildings and to provid an 
unrestricted endowment. This endowment was made with the provision that it would 
be returned if the relationship between the two entities was dissolved, 

After the money is returned Erom the university, the board authorized the 
establishment of a ministerial and theological education endowment fund. 

Because of years of comingling of historical documents, books and minutes of 
churches and associations, the university will be allowed to retain the Baptist 
Historical Collection, which has been maintained at Stetson's DuPont Ball Library. 
Stetson will hire a curator for the archives and Florida Baptists will still 
retain access to the materials. 

One consequence of the convention relinquishing claims to the collection is 
that there is no longer a need for a Florida Baptist Historical Society to 
maintain the historical collection and promote the preservation of history among 
churches and associations. 

The board took action to dissolve that corporate agency. The curator and 
executive secretary of the historical society, retired Stetson professor Earl 
Joiner, is expected to retire from his society post next year. Instead, a plan 
will be developed to create an official Florida Baptist Historical Collection 
depository. 

Other relationships affected by the recommendation include: - -  revising the convention's constitution and bylaws to remove references of 
the Stetson fraternal relationships; 

- -  removing of Stetson from the convention's Cooperative Program remittance 
form; 

- -  discontinuing scholarships for Stetson's ministerial students after May 
1996 ; 

- -  discontinuing Stetson University reports to the board; 
- -more- - 
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- -  discontinuing Stetson's repArt t o '  the Florida Baptist State Convention; 
- -  discontinuing Stets n's report in the Book of Reports and Florida Baptist 

Annual ; 
- -  discontinuing a dialogue meal between Stetson faculty and convention 

personnel; 
- -  refusing to provide the university with computer listings of Florida 

Baptist churches and staff; and 
- -  authorizing the executive director-treasurer to develop policies or 

procedures for any other related concerns. 
These recommendatians will require approval by messengers at the Florida 

Baptist State Convention to conclude the separation arrangements. 
- -3o - -  

CORRECTION: In (BP) story titled "Cal Jr. gives glimpse of new kind of hero," 
dated 9/12/95, please change the spelling of the subject's name to R i ~ k e n  
throughout the story. 

Thanks, 
Baptist Press 
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