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Little Rock churches launch 
'LANE' to help curb violence By Russell N. Dilday 

Baptist Press 
9 / 6 / 9  5 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (BP)--A campaign to curb violence through church 
intervention was unveiled in a recent two-day conference in Little Rock, The "Let 
Our Violence End" (LOVE) conference featured sessions that addressed such 
violence-related topics as rape, gangs, suicide, domestic violence and 
self-esteem. Many of the 200-plus participants organized into teams to take the 
campaign into schools, neighborhoods and businesses. 

The campaign was initiated by Robert Holt, a'member of Second Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, which served as one of the conference hosts. "LOVE is a ministry 
that God has given us ... to replace the violent actions that are going on in our 
community with loving actions," Holt explained. 

He said LOVE is designed to "give the people tools in order to take the 
message of love into the communities. Each church is a toolbox for love and 
whatever tools we put into that toolbox will determine what we build in the 
community." 

Emphasizing LOVE is a multi-denominational effort, he noted conference 
participants represented 33 different churches. 

Holt: also voiced his hope the campaign could grow into a worldwide effort. 
When asked how that would happen, he answered, "Only God knows that. God is 
continually changing this ministry. We're going to take this message to the 
streets through the churches, through our schools and through our communities in 
any avenue we can utilize." 

Holt said the campaign's success will rely on Love Teams for adults and youth 
and Love Attract Teams for youth. 

"Love Teams will be responsible for going out Into the communities and finding 
areas wher they can share the message of love," he said, "whether it is through 
organizing parent groups to talk about what their childr n are doing, going to the 
businesses and getting them to support it oar going downtown. 

--more- - 
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"The Love Attract Teams," h continued, "will be going into the schools to 
share the message of love." 

Holt said LOVE began with a youth class he taught at Second Baptist. "It 
start d a year and a half ago with a youth Sunday school class I was teaching," he 
explained. "I was teaching about violence and I asked them what was the most 
important ingredient that was missing out of schools and families today. 

"Most of them agreed it was love," he said. "So I wrote the word, 'love,' on 
the board and, at the end of class, it was like God slapped me upside the head 
with a brick and I wrote, 'Let Our Violence End.'" 

Holt and the Second Baptist youth group used the theme, logo and T-shirts 
succ ssfully during a mission trip that summer and he then designed a conference 
around the concept. 

Others also took notice of the catchy theme. "One of the most important 
confirmations came from the Sunday School Board,' he said. "When we asked them if 
we could borrow their book on violence, they said, 'Yes. What are you doing?' 

"We sent them our logo and they asked us to come to Nashville," Holt recalled. 
"They had a whole board room full of people and they wanted to help us take this 
nationwide through the Sunday School Board." 

He added, however, that LOVE leaders dropped Sunday School Board involvement 
in the program because of costs. "We had everything developed," he said, "then 
things happened. They wanted to charge a fee and we didn't want to charge a fee. 
It was a difficult decision." 

In the inaugural LOVE conference, sessions highlighted identification and 
reaction to violent situations. Diane Swaim, a member of Second Baptist, led a 
Friday night joint session on "Date Rape." 

"When most people think of rape, we think of stranger rape," she said. "We 
think about somebody who jumps out of the bushes and grabs a jogger and rapes her 
or someone-whrr comas -through a-b-&dmamswifi&ow ant3 rapes her. But that fs only one- 
in five rapes." 

Swaim pointed out "acquaintance rape" is more prevalent. "Four out of five 
victims know their attacker. That's what we call an acquaintance rape. Date and 
rape are two words that should never be used together. When these two mix, a 
crime has been committed. 

"Fifty percent of girls who reported a rape under the age of 18 were raped by 
their boyfriends," she noted. "Acquaintance rape occurs when a victim knows her 
attacker, whether it be a friend or a family member or just an acquaintance or 
their date. 

"That's what we call the hidden rape because it is so seldom reported," she 
said. "In fact, one out of 10 of those are reported. 

"Don't ever think it can't happen to you, because it can happen to you," she 
insisted. "In the first six months of this year, Arkansas saw over 450 rapes 
reported." 

Participants also heard Steve Nawojczyk, who spoke at a session about gangs. 
Nawojczyk is a former Pulaski County, Ark., coroner and now president of the 
Nawojczyk Group, which offers continuing education for educators, law enforcement: 
and medical personnel. 

Detailing the growing problems of gang involvement, he said, "What we have to 
do as adults is to figure out how we are going to fix this problem - -  and there 
are a lot of things you have to understand before you can really address the 
problem. Our country is sick and we all have to be a part of the team to fix it." 

Nawojczyk shared insight into gang members' backgrounds, including the '*three 
Rs of gangs: respect, reputation and retaliation." 

"Retaliation is the most dangerous of those three," he said. "When you 'dis' 
somebody (street slang for disrespect) ... that is when retaliation kicks in and 
almost all of the violence on the street is driven by another act  of violence." 

He also listed reasons that youth join gangs. He said prime recruits for 
gangs come from the "Five H Club, " his t e k  for children who are "homeless, 
helpless, hopeless, hungry and hugless." 

- -more- - 
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The reasons kids join gangs, he 'added, ar for "identity, rec gnition, 
belonging, discipline, love and respect." 

"Aren't those weird reasons to g t involv d in a gang?" Nawojczyk asked. 
"Somebody that's out her shooting at somebody, that's selling drugs to somebody 
else?" He emphasized youth often turn to gangs after failing to find acceptance 
at home, school and church. 

"This is where it gets ~imple,~ he added. "If we provide kids who come from 
the Five H Club a place to get these (values), we will be very successful in 
drying up the resource pool of recruits that are gravitating toward the violence." 

Highlighting the gravity of his subject with graphic photos of dead or wounded 
gang members, Nawojczyk detailed identifiers of gang activity, including 
self-admission, obsession with certain.colors and logos, new friends, secrecy and 
isolation from family, truancy and disregard for authority, sudden new lingo and 
attitude, graffiti infatuation, hand signal communication and tattoos or brands. 

Despite a smaller conference attendance than anticipated, program leaders 
remain optimistic about the campaign's overall success. 

"It is a blessing to see as many as are present tonight," affirmed Steve 
Arnold, pastor of St. Mark Baptist Church, the conference's other host 
congregation. "I'm a believer that you don't have to have a church full to do 
what this vision, this conference, is all about. 

"What starts with us spreads abroad," he continued. "It was 12 apostles who 
went ... and turned a world upside down, If the fire of love starts with us and 
catches all within this city, we will see a difference." 

Steve Wiggins, pastor of Bountiful Blessing Baptist Church in Little Rock, 
added, "We expected more people than this. But I know God always has a plan and 
he is always doing something; regardless of who's here and who's not, he always 
has a plan. " 

Wiggins, who senres LOVE as spiritual advisor, said the goal of the campaign 
"is to reach churches that don't have any outreach ministries and try to get th m 
to reach out into the communities and make a difference." 

- - 3 o - -  

Infanticide, forced abortion 
decried at women's meeting 

Baptist Press 
9/6/95 

BEIJING (BP)--Two female world leaders decried violence against women, 
including coercive abortion and the infanticide of girls, in speeches during the 
first two days of the World Conference on Women in a country notorious for both 
practices. 

Without mentioning the host country, China, by name, First Lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton included forced abortion and sterilization among a list of violations of 
human rights in a Sept. 5 speech to delegates. In the opening session the day 
befor , Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan condemned infanticide, abortion 
and abandonment of baby girls, especially in Asia. 

Their speeches pointed to some of the controversy which has surrounded this 
United Nations-sponsored conference, which is the fourth one for women. Some 
American pro-life and human rights advocates criticized the conference's site and 
called for the United States to boycott it. 

The Chinese communist regime's widespread human rights violations are 
well-documented. The government's one-child policy for most families has resulted 
in forced abortions and sterilizations, as well as reports of infanticide, 
especially of female babies. 

"It is a violation of human rights when babies are denied food, or drowned, or 
suffocated, or their spines broken, simply because they are born girls," Clinton 
said, according to an excerpt of her speech in Th Washington Times. "It is a 
violation of human rights when women are denied the right to plan their own 
families, and that includes being forced to have abortions or b ing sterilized 
against their will." 
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According to The New York Times, Bhutto said, "How tragic it is that th 
pre-Islamic practice of female infanticide still haunts a world we r gard as 
modern and civilized. Girl children are often abandoned or aborted. Statistics 
show that men now increasingly outnumber women in more than 15 Asian nations." 

A climate in which Asian men prefer boys has resulted in pressure to abort 
"innocent, perfectly formed" unborn girls, she said. 

"As we gather here today, the cries of the girl child reach out to us," Bhutto 
said, according to The New York Times. "This conference needs to chart a course 
that can create a climate where the girl child is as welcome and valued as the boy 
child. " 

While he praised the first lady for raising the issue of coercive abortion in 
Beijing, Rep. Christopher Smith, R.-N.J., a member of the congressional delegation 
to the meeting, said her speech was lacking "for want: of one word - -  China." 

"If women have a conference in Beijing, and it doesn't mention that China has 
engaged in this terrible practice, it would be an opportunity lost and negligence, 
really," Smith said, according to The Washington Post. 

Clinton administration officials sought to spin the first lady's comments as 
consistent with the White House's recent, low-key approach to China's human rights 
record and as something other than a criticism of the totalitarian government 
specifically. 

"Clearly this was a global speech on women and women's rights," said a senior 
administration official, according to the Post. "It didn't single out China." 

The White House has announced plans for an October summit between the two 
countries. 

"It would seem that the diplomats in the State Department and the political 
strategists in the White House decided this was as far as the first lady could go 
without jeopardizing the upcoming summit between the U,S, and China," said James 
A. Smith, the Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission's director of government 
relations. "That is unfortunate. The U.S. relationship with China should be 
based on frankness and truth-telling, not diplomatic word games meant not to 
offend the Chinese government. 

"Furthermore, we hope and pray that Mrs. Clinton's rhetoric will find its way 
into the Platform for Action and can therefore be turned into positive policy 
chang s around the world, including China," Smith said from his office in 
Washington. 

During the meeting, which ends Sept. 15, delegates are expected to clash over 
the Platform for Action, a 121-page document drafted beforehand. Entering th 
conference, about one-third of the document was in brackets, meaning it was open 
for debate. Delegates from the Vatican, Muslim countries and heavily Catholic 
c untries may argue with delegations from industrialized countries such as the 
United States over abortion, family roles, the sexual and reproductive wights of 
minors and the meaning of gender. 

Two hours prior to Hillary Rodham Clinton's speech, the head of the Vatican 
delegation expressed concerns about the Platform for Action in a speech to 
delegates. 

"The conference documents, in the view of my delegation, are not bold enough 
in acknowledging the threat to women's health arising from widespread attitudes of 
sexual permissiveness," said Mary Ann Glendon, Harvard University professor of 
law. "The document likewise refrains from challenging societies which have 
abdicated their responsibility to attempt to change, at their very roots, 
irresponsible attitudes and behavior. 

"All who are genuinely committed to the advancement of women can and must 
offer a woman or a girl who is pregnant, frightened and alone a better alternative 
than the destruction of her own unborn child, Once again, concerned women must 
take the lead in the fight against societal practices which facilitate the 
irresponsibility of men while stigmatizing women, and against a vast industry that 
extracts its profits from the very bodies of women, while at the same time 
purporting to be their liberators." - -more- - 
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While sh c ndemned coercive abortion, Clinton continued to voice support for 
abortion rights. She expressed regret over the millions f women who will seek 
"unsafe abortions," resulting in death or disability for some. She also 
ncouraged the delegates to "join tog ther to ensure that every little boy and 
girl that comes into our world is healthy and wanted," according to The Washington 
Times. 

Nancy Schaefer, who is representing the CLC in Beijing, said, "Mrs. Clinton's 
talk and her walk do not match. Women fleeing forced abortion and forced 
sterilization have tragically not found asylum in America due to the policy change 
made by the Clinton administration. Every boy and girl cannot be loved and cared 
for equally as long as abortion is promoted as a women's right." 

Several pro-life/pro-family organizations in the United States have 
representatives in Beijing to lobby the voting delegates. Schaefer, a CLC 
trustee, is a member of First Baptist Church, Atlanta. - -30- - 
Compiled by Tom Strode. 

FMB vice president named 
to BWA evangelism effort 

Baptist Press 
9/6/95 

RICHMOND, Va, (BP)--The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board's vice 
president for mission personnel has been named as a special assistant to Nilson 
Fanini, the newly elected president of the Baptist World Alliance. 

Thurmon E. Bryant and a team of mainly Southern Baptists, named by Fanini and 
Bryant, will begin working to help develop an evangelism focus with Fanini and the 
BWA. The evangelism focus is an addition to ongoing programs worldwide through 
the BWA's evangelism and education division, 

Fanini, a Brazilian pastor, was elected to a five-year term as BWA president 
in August. He challenged Baptists meeting in Buenos Aires for the Baptist World 
Congress to engage in a coordinated effort to reach the world with the gospel 
through the year 2000, 

Bryant, 65, will remain on the Foreign Mission Board payroll and continue to 
work out of the board's Richmond, Va. ,  offices. But he will use up to a fourth of 
his time helping coordinate Fanini's evangelism plans with those of the BWA and 
national Baptist bodies throughout the world. 

Among other things, the link-up with Bryant gives BWA access to missionaries 
and the Foreign Mission Board's extensive information data bank about unreached 
people and many ongoing evangelistic efforts to reach them. 

Before meeting in early September in Dallas, Fanini and Bryant named eight 
current and former Southern Baptist missionaries and other Baptist leaders as 
"ministry coordinators" to help schedule events and emphases in various locations. 

Bryant said Faninits "gift of evangelism and burning desire to stimulate and 
encourage Baptist bodiesn will "hasten evangelization of our world." 

Openness since the fall of the Berlin wall and the virtual collapse of 
communism - -  and a "moving of the Holy Spirit" that has caused people "to seek a 
spiritual base for livingn - -  has left an "unprecedented opportunityw for the 
gospel, Bryant said. 

Already in 1995, Fanini plans to participate in cooperation with the BWA in 
evangelism conferences in Thailand, North India, Portugal and Spain, said Tony 
Cupit, the BWA's evangelism and education director. 

Bryant and Fanini met more than 40 years ago when attending Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. From there, Fanini went on to 
become pastor of First Baptist Church in Niteroi, just across the bay from Ria de 
Janeiro, Brazil. Bryant, now a 37-year veteran FMB missionary and administrator, 
went on to become a missionary to Brazil, and the two worked closely tog ther for 
years. 
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It: seemed natural the pair could work together on such an emphasis, said 
Cupit. When BWA leaders nominated Fanini for president, they wanted to find a way 
to link his unique gifts for evangelism to the directions the BWA is taking with 
Baptist conventions and unions. 

Baptists comprise the largest army on earth - -  outnumbering 2-to-1 the 
combined military forces of the United States, Russia, England, Israel and other 
major powers, Fanini claimed during the Baptist World Congress. 

"With this army, can we win the world for Christ?" he asked. "Yes, we can. I 
challenge you to do this. Brothers and sisters, let's do it!" 

During the congress, Fanini met with directors of evangelism and others 
responsible for evangelism in their countries. More than 300 people from every 
region ended the meeting on their knees, praying in many languages. 

The key to success, Fanini told the group, would be Baptists working hand in 
hand worldwide to reach the non-Christian world for Christ. He urged Baptists in 
the meeting to set a goal of winning 60 million people to Christ over the next 
five years. Baptists worldwide currently number 40 million. 

"We must mobilize all of our resources," he said. "We need the help of all 
(the world's Baptist) missionaries, all mission boards, all evangelists, all 
pastors, all deacons, all children, all adults and all Baptists in churches 
everywhere to participate in this." 

Ministry coordinators named to the evangelism team are: 0.K Bozeman, for 
Asia, retired Foreign Mission Board missionary to Korea from Monroe, La.; Ed 
Sanders, for Southeast Asia and Australia, FMB missionary to Indonesia, from 
Tulsa, Okla.; David Whitson, for Africa, FMB missionary to Tanzania, from 
Bankston, Ala.; Bill Ichter, for Europe and the Middle East, retired FMB 
missionary to Brazil, from Minden, b. 

And, for Latin America, Tom Robuck, minister of missions, Green Acres Baptist 
Church, Tyler, Texas, and Jose Missena, executive secretary, Latin America Baptist 
Union, from Paraguay; for the United States and Canada, Harvey Kneisel, minister 
of missions, First Baptist Church, Houston; and for the Caribbean region, Otis 
Brady, FMB missionary to Belize, from Landrum, S.C. 

" -30- - 
(BP) photo (mugshot) mailed 9/6/95 to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau 
of Baptist Press. Cutline available on SBCNet News Room. 

SBC president seeks input, 
names in appointment process 

Baptist Press 
9/6/95 

ORLANDO, Fla. (BP)--Southern Baptist Convention President Jim Henry has 
requested input and names of people "in the preparation of the appointment process 
for the 1996 Committee on Committees, Committee on Resolutions, Tellers Committee 
and Credentials Committee nominations." 

Henry made the request in a press release Aug, 30 with a plea for Southern 
Baptists: "I want your input and I will need the names of recommended persons." 

Henry said he would need the information by Nov. 15. 
To request necessary forms, Henry said, write to: Jim Henry, SBC President, 

First Baptist Church, 3701 L.B. McLeod Road, Orlando, FL 32805. 
Respondents should mark "Form" on their envelopes to have their requests 

directed to the proper party, Henry said. 
"We will be glad to fax a form to you if you include your fax number," Henry 

said. "The forms will be forwarded to you, and they must be complete in order for 
the recommendation's consideration." 

Henry said a "recommendation is not necessarily a nomination, but will give us 
the widest possible field of nominees to pray about and consider. Continue to 
pray f r me, our convention officers, and~our beloved SBC. Let us exalt Jesus 
Christ together." 

The 1996 SBC annual meeting will be June 11-13 in New Orleans. 
- -30- - 
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HcDowell points to tolerance 
as America's greatest threat By Keith Hinson 

RIDGECEUSST, N.C. (BP)--Today in America, Christians are facing the greatest 
threat to churches in their history, said Christian author Josh Mc~owell, speaking 
to a group of single adults at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Conference Center. 

"At this very moment, we are facing the greatest threat to the cause of Christ 
in 2,000 years, and 99 percent: of Christians are missing it, " said McDowell, 
keynote speaker for the Single Adult Labor Day Getaway, Sept. 1-4. A total of 
2,275 attended the conference sponsored by the Baptist Sunday School Board's 
discipleship and family development division. 

"The No. 1 virtue in America has become the No. 1 threat to America ... to 
everything you stand for in Christ. ... What is it? Tolerance. About three 
years ago, tolerance bypassed justice as the No. 1 virtue in America," said 
McDowell, author of four "Right from Wrong" resource books produced by the board. 
He also Is spearheading the nationwide "Right from Wrongn campaign, a cooperative 
effort of about 50 denominational and para-church groups. 

Today's definition of tolerance is that "every single individual's beliefs, 
values, lifestyles and truth claims are equal," McDowell said. 

Because of this view of tolerance, McDowell predicted that within three to 
five years American Christians will be living in "a totally, completely different 
culture" where Christians will be despised if they fulfill the Bible's mandate to 
"act justly and exercise loving-kindness." 

"Within 36-60 months, ... if you act justly or you exercise loving-kindness, 
you're going to be labeled a heretic and have to take a sensitivity training 
class," McDowell said. "I can guarantee you that." 

Once upon a time, McDowell said, such groups as the gay rights movement only 
wanted to be left alone to live their lifestyle. 

"You don't hear that anymore," McDowell said. "Now the phrase under tolerance 
is, 'We want your permission. We demand your praise, and if you don't give us 
your praise of our lifestyle, you are intolerant.'" 

Adults may have an easier time being labeled intolerant in today's society, 
McDowell said, but it's tougher on Christian youth. 

"You say, 'Well, as an adult, I can handle that,' " McDowell said. "Yes, but 
our kids can't. 

"One of the greatest fears that kids have today is to be intolerant, because, 
you see, the moment you're labeled intolerant, you're labeled a racist, a sexist 
and a homophobe instantly," he said. 

When the older generation thinks of tolerance, they remember that "you love 
the sinner, you hate the sin," McDowell said. "You state that in a university and 
you will be lambasted. That's intolerance." 

McDowell said he sees no conspiracy to perpetuate tolerance as the prime 
virtue in America but called it "a normal happening of history." 

He traced historical influences to the Renaissance of the 13th century, which 
"incorporated humanism" and was followed by: 

- -  the Enlightenment, the Age of Reason, which said "man is the master of his 
soul. " 

- -  the Industrial Revolution, which had "a tremendous explosion of confidence, 
and they said, 'Wait a minute. We don't need God that much.'" 

- -  the increasing urbanization of America since 1940 and the corresponding 
breakup of the extended family as many people moved to American cities where the 
fathers found jobs. 

The result was that instead of many relatives living in the same house passing 
along values to children, McDowell said the extended family no longer had an 
influential hand in molding a child. 

McDowell also cited the development of mass media and the decline of 
apprenticeships where parents would teach trades to their children. 

- -more- - 
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"This is the first time in the history of America that we have a culture shift 
bas d upon a truth-shift paradigm," McDowell said. 

America's model of truth has shifted from nobjectivity in the very natur and 
character of Godn to one "within man himself (that is) relative and situational," 
McDowell said. 

"You show me any time in history that a truth shift has been reversed," he 
told conferees. "Boy, if we ever needed a revival, it is now, but it would have 
to be a greater revival than we've ever had in the history of America." 

Quoting the late Christian philosopher, Francis Schaeffer, McDowell said, "We 
no longer live in a Judeo-Christian culture, We live in a post-Judeo-Christian 
culture. ... We live in an anti-Judeo Christian culture, and you'd better wake up 
to that." 

McDowell said the Christian emphasis on justice is not welcome where tolerance 
is exalted. 

"Justice and tolerance cannot coexist," McDowell said. "Justice is the enemy 
of tolerance. ... Justice says there is a moral basis for discerning right from 
wrong ... and tolerance says, 'Wait a minute. All is equal. It's all man. There 
is no God, so there is no moral basis. There's only opinions, and all opinions 
are equal.'" 

What should Christians in America do? McDowell said they should: 
- -  Pursue truth. "Embrace all beliefs, but not accept all beliefs. Embrace 

the speaker, not the message. Listen and learn from all people, but not 
necessarily agree," he said. 

- -  Make beliefs into convictions. "Every one of you in here have a lot of 
beliefs, but very few of you have convictions. .,. We must take our beliefs and 
confirm them within us as convictions, whether we're adults or children," McDow 11 
said. 

- -  Identify with justice. "That's going to be costly. . . .  I am not called 
upon to be tolerant. If I stood up in almost every one of your churches here, I'd 
be labeled a heretic by Christians. ... (If) you go out here and (say) Josh 
taught about we shouldn't be tolerant, almost: every Christian in America will 
label me a heretic, because they've got the old traditional concept of tolerance. 

"If Jesus were alive today, I guarantee you he would be labeled the No. 1 
intolerant person on the face of the earth, and he would be crucified in less than 
30 years," McDowell said. 

"God does not call us to be tolerant. He calls us to do something else, which 
is radical," McDowell concluded. 

Approximately 6,300 single adults attended five Labor Day weekend getaways at 
Ridgecrest; Glorieta (N.M.) Conference Center; San Antonio, Texas; Destin, Fla.; 
and Branson, Mo. 

--3O-- 

Speaker urges men to form 
accountability groups By Keith Hinson 

Baptist Press 
9/6/95 

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)--A11 Christian men, including singles, should forge 
close relationships with other men to be spiritually vital, a speaker told 
conferees at the Single Adult Labor Day Getaway, Sept. 1-4, at Ridgecrest ( N . C . )  
Baptist Conference Center. 

David Atchison, a member of Grace Community Church, Nashville, Tenn., said, 
"God's desire for us - -  his design - -  is that we would experience close, 
meaningful relationships with other guys." 

Yet Christian men in America today are often spiritually isolated from other 
men, said Atchison, director of Turning Point, a discipleship ministry in 
Nashville. 

- -more- - 
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"You may have a lot (of men) ... you can call your friends, but ... when it 
comes to sharing the personal things in our lives - -  the things that are most 
private - -  w are very alone," said Atchison, who also is recording secretary for 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Men have a tendency toward self-isolation, Atchison said, which is spiritually 
dangerous. "Men, that's exactly what the enemy attempts to do to you and me. He 
wants us to get self-sufficient. ... We get alone, and we basically have a life 
that's unchecked, and that's when we are most vulnerable to the enemy," Atchison 
said. 

Accountability, on the other hand, is a good thing, he said. "~ccountability 
is the willingness to give an honest account of your life to another or others," 
he said. 

Atchison urged the men to form accountability groups or one-on-one 
accountable relationships, such as between Paul and Timothy in Scripture. 

When forming a group, Atchison said, be careful how many men are in the group. 
"If the number is too small, it's kind of hard to stimulate the group in 
discussion and openness," Atchison cautioned. "If you get it too big, you don't 
have time for everybody to share what's on their hearts. Your meetings will last 
five hours, with folks trying to have a chance for everybody to talk." 

The ideal number in an accountability group would probably be four, Atchison 
said. He noted the Old Testament example of Daniel, Shadrach, Meschach and 
Abednego and the New Testament example of Jesus, Peter, James and John. 

Atchison made several suggestions for men who want to establish accountable 
relationships: 

- -  Seek out men who want to grow spiritually. Watch for "something in their 
lives that says they're longing for God. ... The key to it is men who are willing 
and hungry," Atchison said. 

- -  Seek out compatible men, 
"You've got to go f%nd men that you can connect with. ... You feel safe with 

these guys. You want to build a relationship. God draws you to that person," 
Atchison said. 

- -  Avoid long-range plans at first and try a trial period. 
When a group starts with a long-term commitment, "then it's real awkward to 

get out of it," Atchison said. 
On the other hand, setting a trial period of three or four weeks may allow a 

group to see if the "chemistryn is there, he said, adding it may become obvious 
"this thing isn't clicking. There's nothing wrong with you or any of the other 
guys. ... It's just not ~orking.~ 

- -  Meet for lunch and share thoughts and feelings. 
"Get a little bit vulnerable with them, and tell them, 'Hey, I'm looking to 

try to build some kind of real accountable relationships in my life,'" Atchison 
said. "Just drop the hook out there, and see if there's any response." 

- -  Avoid legalism. 
"Accountability is not a system of legalistic harassment of one another," he 

said. "Accountability is not forcing you to do something you don't want to do. 
Accountability is when others help you accomplish and become what you want to be 
most." 

When an accountability group is established, Atchison suggested the members 
spend at least a third of group time in prayer. He advises learning to pray 
conversationally "in sentences and paragraphs - -  no long speeches. ... You pray 
one subject at a time." 

If one man is struggling in prayer and "pours his heart out, ... then another 
brother agrees with that and adds a sentence or two and prays, and then another 
guy does, all of a sudden you have a conversation," Atchison said. 

The ancient redwood trees of northern California have a similarity to men's 
accountability groups, Atchison said. The trees' key to survival is not a deep 
root system but the fact that their roots have grown together, he said. 

a - -more- - 
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"Find some other guys that you can intertwine the roots and foundation of your 
life and relationship with Christ," Atchison said. 

"Men, these relationships are what we all want, but we're afraid to go for 
them. A word for you today: Take a few men in your life, and go deep with them," 
he said. 

The conference was sponsored by the Baptist Sunday School Board's 
discipleship and family development division. Similar conferences were held at 
Glorieta (N.M.) Conference Center; San Antonio, Texas; Destin, Fla.; and Branson, 
Mo . 

--3O-- 

Singles urged to avoid 
illusions about marriage By Keith Hinson 

Baptist Press 
9/6/95 

RIDGECREST, N.C.(BP)--Single adults should avoid mistaken ideas about dating 
and marriage relationships, said Dianne Swaim, a single adult consultant who spoke 
at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Conference Center during the Single Adult Labor Day 
Getaway, Sept. 1-4. 

Swaim, a part-time single adult minister at Second Baptist Church, Little 
Rock, Ark., urged conferees to avoid unrealistic ideas about marriage. 

"We have some fairy tale expectations. I need to be in tune with reality - -  
expectations of what marriage itself brings," said Swaim. 

Swaim told a group of single women they should avoid several illusions about 
relationships: 

- -  that a relationship will always be good. 
"That's simply not true. There are sometimes that the relationships are going 

to be very, very shaky at best,n she said, noting some relationships will break 
down or be personally destructive. 

"But there are also times that these relationships can have their dips and 
they can come right back up and they can still be good. Just because a 
relationship has its bad moments does not make it an unhealthy relationship," 
Swaim s'aid. 

- -  that any Christian man would make a good husband. 
Swaim said some Christians are not good "mate material" and are not ready for 

marriage. "Listen, there's a lot of nerds sitting on church pews. There are a 
lot of real dangerous people sitting on church pews, and if you don't believ 
that, you get involved with one of them," Swaim said. "I've known too many 
friends who got just hoodwinked by a con artist in church." 

- -  that one cannot be happily married to a previously married person. 
"That's not an expectation of God," Swaim said. "The older you get, ... the 

more your chances are of possibly marrying someone ... who has been divorced." 
She advised anyone considering marriage to a divorced person to attend a 

special workshop. "You don't have to be divorced to go to a divorce recovery 
workshop, " Swaim said, " . . . and you may need to know some of the things that are 
taught there." 

- -  that God has chosen only one ideal spouse for each person who marries. 
Swaim criticized the "idea that God created only one person in the world for 

you and then hid him. Think about that. ... That's not the way God works. 
"God's will is often permissive - -  and his will can be a lot wider than the 

narr w boundaries sometimes that we want to put on it," she said. 
- -  that a relationship can meet all a person's needs. 
"Sometimes we expect a person to fill our n eds wh n it's a God-shaped vacuum, 

and only God can fill those needs," Swaim said. "Anytime that we look to another 
person to fill our needs, we're going to be in trouble." 

- -  that loneliness is a good enough.reason for marriage. 
"In a period of discontent and unhappin ss, ... we are prime candidates for 

falling in love and anyone handy can be the object of our projections," she said. 
--more- - 
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- -  that compatibility is enough for a g od relationship. 
"Love and compatibility are two v ry different things. W need both in one 

person," she said, "You don't want just compatibility and no love." 
- -  that romantic love is enough for a good relationship. 
"Ladies, love does not conquer all," Swaim said. "There are too many people 

who are divorced who still love the person they're divorced from. 
"Romantic love is the greatest cause of divorce in America today," said Swaim, 

quoting a writer with whom she agrees. "1 believe that's true, because so many 
people marry under the fairy-tale idea of romantic love." 

Similar Labor Day weekend getaways for single adults were held in Glorieta 
(N.M.) Conference Center; San Antonio, Texas; Destin, Fla.; and Branson, Mo. 

--3o-- 

Hands-on chaplaincy training 
relevant in numerous settings By Sarah Zherman 

Baptist Press 
9/6/95 

LONG BEACH, Calif. (BP)--Martin Schlueter measures his success by weaknesses. 
Schlueter is a Southern Baptist chaplain serving the Veterans Affairs 

Medical Center in Long Beach, Calif. On average, the hospital has 650 patients. 
Some will be released after short stays; others are terminally ill. Some have 
been in the nursing home unit for years; for others the psychiatric unit is home. 

In the hospital that averages one death a day, one of Schlueter's 
assignments is to care for the seriously ill. But he spends much of his time with 
students assigned to visit hospital patients. 

Students "come in contact with their pastoral strengths, affirm those, and 
are made aware of their weaknesses," Schlueter says. "It's a success if the 
person finds some area where they need to grow." 

The students are enrolled in clinical pastoral education. Known as CPE in 
chaplaincy circles, the program provides classroom discussions and hands-on 
experiences. 

In the hospital setting, students console the dying, comfort the grieving 
and encourage the living. It forces students to ask themselves all kinds of 
questions, Schlueter says. Where is hope? How does faith give strength in time 
of n dl How do we relate to bioethics and end of life issues? Schlueter's role 
is to guide students as they discover their own answers. 

While education is typically seen as on-the-job training for chaplains, it's 
equally valuable to church staff members, say chaplaincy leaders. 

Of the 75,000 alumni of the Association for Clinical Pastoral Education, 
only 15,000 serve in specialized fields such as chaplaincy, according to the 
association's executive director, Russell Davis. The majority of students serve 
in church-based ministries. 

When students complete 400 hours of ministry and education, they earn a 
professional certificate, Davis said. The hours can be completed in three months 
if th student is doing CPE full-time, .or the hours can be spread over six months 
or a year. 

Clinical pastoral education helps ministers be more confident about caring 
for families in crisis, said Davis, also a Southern Baptist. Graduates are better 
equipped to assist church members who are grieving, suffering from depression or 
dealing with an addiction. 

Students also learn when to refer people to another professional and th 
best places for referrals, Davis said. "They build a network of care rather than 
doing it all themsel~es.~ 

In addition to hospitals, such training is offered in prisons, retirement 
communities and inner-city areas, Davis said. One of the newest ventures is with 
Allied Systems, the second-largest car hauling business in North America. 

- -more- - 
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The Atlanta-based company has utilized a chaplain at its home office and 
at each terminal for years, said Ed Salter, a former Southern Baptist pastor who 
is now director of chaplains senrices for the company. Allied began a CPE program 
this fall as a joint venture with the theology school at Emory University. 

Four students are in the first class, Salter said. He sees the program as a 
training ground for the growing area of business and industrial chaplaincy. 

"Business and industrial chaplaincy seems new to a lot of people, but it's 
been going on for a long time," Salter said. He noted chaplains were assigned to 
workers building the Hoover Dam, and organizations such as Snap On Tools and R.J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Company have traditionally had chaplains. 

Salter said his job is crisis intervention and prevention. He ministers to 
employees and their families during illnesses and deaths, and he leads workshops 
on topics ranging from managing stress to dealing with aging parents. 

"We don't try to take the place of a pastor, but we stand in the gap. Som 
people don't have a church," Salter said. "We're in the workplace where people 
spend most of their time." 

--3O-- 
(BP) photo (horizontal) mailed to state Baptist newspapers by Atlanta bureau of 
Baptist Press. 

Marathon running opens doors 
for witness, missionary says By Tim Cummins 

Baptist Press 
9/6/95 

DURBAN, South Africa (BP) --When missionary Gary Threatt says, "I'm going out: 
for a little jog," he may not be back for several hours. 

Threatt, 41, from Marshville, N.C., ran 50 miles a week to prepare himself for 
the Comrades ultra-marathon, a grueling 56-mile race held each year in Durban, 
South Africa, to commemorate soldiers who died in World War I. 

R cently, Threatt (pronounced Threet) successfully maneuvered the tarmac 
course in sweltering 90-degree heat to complete the race in the required 10 hours. 

"It's the longest run I've ever made. It was the hardest thing just to 
finish," said Threatt, a Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board missionary in 
Tshaysina, Ethiopia, with his wife, Rebecca Cheyne Threatt of Richmond, Va. 

"I wanted to quit for a long time. A t  one point, I thought I had to quit. My 
1 gs wouldn't respond; my muscles were too cramped. I could only walk." 

Threatt topped a hill with 14 miles to go and h e w  that if he walked he 
wouldn't finish in the required time. "I knew that meant I couldn't take a m dal 
home to show my kids," he said. "I had to try. 

"So I prayed and walked down the hill. When I reached the bottom, I could jog 
and ven run fairly rapidly for awhile. The Lord's presence helped me do that 
b cause I wanted to quit. Instead, I finished." 

Africa is known for runners, but an American out stirring up a dusty road is 
an unusual sight in Tshaysina, Threatt said. 

"People keep asking me where my truck was," he said. "They've never seen a 
foreigner not driving or riding in a vehicle." 

Running is an integral part of Threatt's work as a general evangelist in 
Ethiopia. 

"It's a great way to meet people and witness," he said. nThe people all know 
me now. It gives me a good chance to speak to them. Then when I'm doing other 
events - -  like showing the 'Jesus' film - -  they feel like they know me. I see it 
as a foundation, a basis E r ministry." 

Threatt also sees running as a spiritual metaphor for life. "I use it to talk 
about the seasons of life," he said. 

"We have some times when we soar above problems and feel the Lard lifting US 
up like eagles. 

- -more- - 
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"But we experienc other times in life that I call 'sprinting tim s.' You run 
and don't get weary. That's like the first part of th race, the first 20 or 30 
miles. You'r making progress. Those are the good times. 

"Then there are times like the last part when you walk and try not to faint." 
Life's like all three of those times, he said. 
"Sometimes we're above problems. We feel God's presence. Other times we find 

his strength to meet problems. Other times we feel like fainting and can't r ally 
feel his presence. But he keeps us moving - -  keeps us walking. 

"That's what I felt like the last 20 miles of the marathon," Threatt said. 
"Life's more like a long distance run than a sprint." - -30- - 
Cummins is a media missionary in eastern and southern Africa. (BP) photo 
(mugshot) mailed 9/6/95 to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of Baptist 
Press. Cutline and special versions of this story for the state papers in 
Virginia and North Carolina available on SBCNet News Room. 

Theologians note faulty view 
of Revelation in new film By Jon Walker 

Baptist Press 
9 / 6 / 9 5  

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--You have to wonder if the makers of Dimension Film's 
"The Prophecyw thoroughly read the book of Revelation, with its warning not to add 
to its words. Those who do will be subjected to the plagues described in the 
ancient text. 

"The Prophecy" alleges an additional chapter of Revelation which foretells of 
a second war in heaven, where rebellious angels, led by Gabriel, try to reclaim 
the preeminence they had in God's eyes before the creation of man. In an effort 
to win the war, Gabriel comes to earth to steal a dark soul who will teach him 
treachery. 

"Scriptures nowhere speak of a second war in heaven," said Paige Patterson, 
author of a forthcoming New American Commentary on Revelation and president of 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C. "The apocalyps 
closed as it was intended to conclude - -  with Christ on the throne, the saints of 
God in heaven and a final appeal to those reading it to come to Christ." 

Patterson noted those angels that: did not participate in Satan's rebellion are 
portrayed throughout the Bible as "totally good in nature." 

"If they're not, we have a much more serious problem than a 23rd chapter of 
Revelation: What we've got is 22 chapters of Revelation that are unbelievable," 
h said. 

In the movie, Gabriel is presented as a jealous being corrupted by years of 
being God's assassin. That is an unbelievable characterization because the 
position of angels is fixed, said Duane Garrett, author of "Angels and the New 
Spiritualityw and professor of Old Testament and Hebrew at Canadian Southern 
Baptist Seminary, Cochrane, Alberta. 

"Once they have become God's angels, they do not fall - -  just like a believer 
in Christ is eternally secureYn Garrett said. Although angelic security is not 
explicitly stated in the Bible, theologians for centuries have concluded this to 
be true. Garrett added it is mentioned as early as Augustine in his book, "The 
City of God. " 

Garrett said it is true angels often are portrayed as messengers of God's 
wrath; however, he noted that has more to do with the attributes of God than with 
the nature of the angels. "They are carrying out God's justice," said Garrett. 
"Unless God places a check on sin through judgment, then sin will continue to 
grow. Angels are understood to be carrying out the will of God." 

Gabriel is mentioned four times in the Bible: twice in Daniel and twice in 
Luke. In the Old Testament text, Gabriel helps Daniel while playing a key role in 
defending Israel. In the New Testament, he announces th arrival of John the 
Baptist and his younger cousin Jesus., The name Gabriel means "mighty one of God." 

- -more- - 
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In "The Prophecy," the plot turns on Gabriel's attempt to steal a man's soul. 
This, too, is an impossibility, Garrett-noted. soul oE a man is not like a 
possession that can be taken from him," he said. "The person is the soul - -  people 
can give themselves over to sin, but the soul is not something that can be bought, 
sold or snatched away." 

Although "The Prophecy's" advertising campaign suggests it is about the second 
coming of Christ, it has nothing to do with that event. Christ is alluded to as the 
Word, but the name Jesus is only mentioned once - -  when Satan is attempting to lure a 
soul to hell. 

- -30- - 

ANALYS I S 
Film's extra-biblical content 
gives opportunity for witness By Jon Walker 

Baptist Press 
9 / 6 / 9 5  

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--Although "The Prophecy" pretends toward biblical roots, 
it presents a Christian mythology far afield from the truth found in the Bible. 
While in no way recommending this film, it does offer a chance to discuss biblical 
concepts with those who have seen the film. Below are a few topics of discussion: 

In the movie, the angel Gabriel is presented as an evil, jealous creature. In 
the Bible, Gabriel is a heavenly messenger. The name Gabriel specifically means 
"mighty man of God." This heavenly messenger appears four times in the Bible: twice 
in Daniel, where he brings an answer to the prophet's prayers and twice in Luke, 
where he announces the births of John the Baptist and Jesus. 

In the movie, angels are presented as creatures of vengeance, God's muscle to 
keep people in line. In the Bible, angels are an integral part of God's heavenly 
associates. They are used to enforce God's wrath; however, they are also used to 
protect God's people. Their primary function is proclamation: revealing the will of 
God or announcing key events. The term angel is derived from the Greek word, 
angelos, meaning messenger. 

In the movie, there is a second war in heaven between rebel angels and God with 
Gabriel leading the rebel forces. This war is over the jealously certain angels feel 
for having been placed under man in heaven's hierarchy. Part of this jealousy 
revolves around the fact that men have souls and angels do not. All of this is 
supposedly prophesied in the 23rd chapter of Revelation. 

In the Bible, there is no 23rd chapter of Revelation. The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ foretells of the Lord's return and his final victory over Satan and his 
demons. This victory sets the universe right forever and ever. Those men and women 
who have placed their faith in Christ will forever live with him in heaven. 

Ironically, the 22nd chapter of Revelation warns not to add anything to its 
prophecies; otherwise, God will add to that person the plagues mentioned in the book. 

The entire book of Revelation is the final chapter in a war that did break out 
in heaven. Satan, the greatest of all angels, wanted to be equal with God and led 
one-third of the angels in heaven to rebel. These forces were thrown from heaven, 
leading Satan to attack man, the apple of God's eye. By tempting man, Satan 
encourages his fall, which sets up the redemptive rescue of man by Jesus Christ, who 
is actually God in the form of human flesh. 

Jesus dies for the sins of man and is resurrected, defeating Satan's plan and 
releasing man from his life of sin. The final battle of this heavenly war is 
described in Revelation, as Christ returns to subdue Satan and bring salvation to 
thos who are waiting for him. Salvation comes to those who place, or have already 
plac d, their faith in Jesus Christ as God incarnate. 

In the film, heaven is supposedly closed because of this second war, and no 
souls have been allowed in for centuries. However, th Bible teaches that Christ, 
through his rescue of man, has opened the doors of heaven for all who call upon his 
name. The apostle Paul taught that "neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the pres nt nor the future, nor'any powers . . . will be abl to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

- -more- - 
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The film also shows a soul being snatched from a corpse and then placed into the 
body of another human being, but: this is impossible according to the Bible. Each 
man's soul is unique to that individua1.and cannot be passed from body to body like a 
breath of air. 

In the film, Gabriel is shown with a strange ability to snatch people back from 
death, leaving them in some sort of zombie state as slaves to him. The Bible teaches 
that man can only die once and then he must face eternal judgment. 

In the film, a dark soul - -  not spirit or demon - -  is forced from the body of a 
little girl through an Indian religious ritual. The Bible teaches that there is one 
God who has one plan for our salvation. God does not share his sovereignty with 
other spirits or other gods. 

When the dark spirit is released from the little girl, it appears that God 
destroys it. The Bible teaches that all human souls are eternal; the question is 
whether they will spend eternity with God or separated from God. The Bible does not 
teach evil souls' will be annihilated. 

As Satan, quoting Scripture, notes in the film, "God is love," but that does not 
mean God will ignore the sins of man. God is also just and cannot allow sin to go 
unpunished. All have sinned and fall short of God's glory. The only way to escape 
his wrath is through faith in Jesus Christ. 

- - 3 o - -  

ANALYSIS 
Film's view of Revelation 
fueled by exploitation By Jon Walker 

Baptist Press 
9/6/95 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--Like most movies, "The Prophecyn ends with a notation 
that any similarities to real events or people are purely coincidental. It's a 
needed notation because the real events and the real angels in the Bible bear no 
resemblance to the ones in this film. The angel Gabriel should consider suing the 
producers for slander. 

"The Prophecy" revolves around a never-before-seen 23rd chapter to the book of 
Revelation. This extra text foretells of a second war in heaven, where rebellious 
angels, this time led by Gabriel, try to reclaim the preeminence they had in God's 
eyes before the creation of man. This group is not in league with Lucifer, heaven's 
first rebel, and its members are careful to make a distinction between his grasp for 
equality with God and their ambition to return heaven to the way it used to be before 
"talking monkeys" became the apple of God's eye. 

This angelic struggle, in stalemate for centuries, leads Gabriel to earth to 
steal a black soul from a newly deceased Army colonel who had been convicted of war 
crimes in Korea. Gabriel hopes this soul's treachery will give the rebels an edge in 
the war. 

Simon, a war-weary angel obedient to God, finds the wicked soul first and hides 
it in a young girl. Also in the chase is a doubting detective named, what else, 
Thomas, who almost became a Catholic priest until he saw a vision of this war in 
heaven. 

Th movie paints a dark view of angels, even those on God's side, speaking of 
them as creatures who spend their days praising the Almighty, yet with a wing always 
dipped in blood. One character notes that whenever God wants someone killed, he 
sends an angel. You're left with the impression that, like some corporate CEO 
surrounded by hatchet men, God never wants to get his hands dirty. 

Even the loyal Simon cynically says it's become difficult to determine right 
from w r  ng, noting sometimes the only thing left is obedience to his God. None of 
the angels in this film are traditionally angelic. Ironically, most of them look 
like they're on loan from Melrose Place with stylish beards, long, groomed hair and 
trendy clothes. Even Lucifer, who helps God's forces because he do sn't want to lose 
his monopoly on hell, looks like he stepped out of Fox Network casting. 

,--more-- 
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Christopher Walken, as Gabriel, is the one exception to this look. He has 
jaringly jet-black hair juxtapositioned against a pasty face. He app ars mor like a 
New Jersey lounge Lizard than a celestial combatant and, with an accent to match, has 
little credibility in the role. 

It's hard to believe this is supposedly the same Gabriel who announced the 
incarnation o f  Christ. This Gabriel is evil, an amoral murderer, showing compassion 
only when disposing of a comrade's lifeless body. Otherwise, he's cheerfully 
explaining such things as why he has to tear a child's body apart or reflecting a 
bitter prejudice toward humanity. 

The film strives for a serious, ominous tone - -  complete with contemplative 
voice-overs, grave gothic music and dark, stark lighting. There are numerous witty 
lines, but they come off as cynical and pseudo-intellectual (Lucifer: "Heaven is 
closed, but hell is always open - -  even on Christmas."). 

The film's violence is intense and bloody: It is a horror film with Gabriel 
playing the role of monster, and although God is not a participant in the horror, he 
is implicated by his apparent distance. 

God's grace is mentioned on several occasions, always as an explanation for why 
man is now privileged above angels - -  but no explanation is given as to the bloody 
sacrifice required to bring man into God's grace. The only time Jesus is mentioned 
by name is when Lucifer, trying to coax someone to hell, says, "I love you more than 
Jesus." Gabriel speaks of the Word, but proclaims that no one listens to it anymore. 

The advertising campaign for Dimension Film's Prophecyn speaks of a second 
coming foretold centuries ago. But make no mistake about it: This film is not about 
the second coming of Jesus Christ nor any of the events in Revelation, as recorded in 
chapters 1-22, Any similarities to those events in "The Prophecy" are purely 
intentional forms of exploitation. 

--3O-- 

Minister's magic act Baptist Press 
is more than illusion By Pat Cole 9/6/95 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)--David Garrard uses illusion to communicate truth. Garrard 
is a minister whose platform is magic. He is a magician whose convictions are 
Christian. 

Garrard plies his talents nationally before a variety of audiences. His venues 
include churches as well as regional and national Christian gatherings. He also 
entertains at secular functions such as business and professional organization 
meetings, trade shows and banquets, 

Regardless of the setting, the tall, stylishly clad magician strives to capture 
the att ntion and imagination of his audience. He also directs his words and actions 
in a way which will cause audience members to ponder their ultimate convictions and 
values. 

In Christian contexts, Garrard peppers his magic act with a clear gospel 
m ssage. The desire to blend magic and ministry led him to Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky., where he received the master of divinity 
degree in 1978. 

"I came to Southern Seminary with the vocational goal of being the Grady Nutt of 
magic," says Garrard. Garrard admired the way Nutt, who died in an airplane crash in 
1982, was able to knit humor with the gospel. 

Garrard also was influenced by Andre Kole, a Christian illusionist who does 
numerous shows on college campuses. For the most part, however, Garrard was forced 
to figure out for himself how to incorporate magic into a ministry. 

"Unfortunately, they didn't offer Magic 101 at Southern," Garrard not s with a 
chuckle. "And that was before (the creative ministry movement) got its full head of 
steam." Garrard says seminary helped him ,in hi8 quest for ways to "communicate the 
gospel in a secular setting," 

- -more- - 
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When Garrard arrived at Southern, he was already an experienced magician. As a 
child, he was introduced t a few magic tricks by his father. When he was 13, David 
joined the Georgia Magic Club and began learning from other magicians. He soon 
started receiving invitations to perform at birthday parties and Cub Scout banquets 
throughout metropolitan Atlanta. During his college days at Samford University in 
Alabama, Garrard performed at youth and student functions in churches. 

In seminary, Garrard formed friendships which helped him receive engagements 
nationally, he says. 

Garrard began to establish another key element of his vocation during seminary - 
- children's ministry. He began working with children through a field education 
assignment at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville. Until that point, Garrard 
had not dreamed of children's work as part of his vocation. 

"Through that opportunity, I was able to discover gifts and a part of God's will 
for my life," he says. 

He later was asked to stay on as the part-time children's minister and now he's 
heading toward his 20th anniversary with the church. His part-time status gives him 
time to accept 60 to 75 magic engagements per year. 

"The St. Matthews people have been good to encourage me," he says, "The 
children's leadership has been so terrific. If I'm away, I know they will carry on." 

Like most people in his role, Garrard recruits workers, reviews curriculum, 
plans events and counsels children. Yet his magic serves as an entree to the 
children's undivided attention. "I use the magic as a springboard and it gives me 
the right to speak for three or four minutes," he says. 

Recently in preschool class about 15 children sat on the floor with their eyes 
riveted on Garrard. He wowed the children with a book that spewed flames, the 
classic connecting rings and various sleight-of-hand routines. 

After he finished the tricks, Garrard told the children that there was a 
magician in the Bible whom people started to worship. "Should we worship a 
magician?" he asked the children. "No," they replied in unison. "Who then should w e  
worship?" "God," they shouted, 

Garrard sometimes encounters people who question the wholesomeness of his act by 
quoting scriptural admonitions against magic. Yet Garrard says he understands the 
thrust of those Scriptures to be speaking against idolatry. 

"I tell people that I understand their feelings, but that I disagree with them, 
because I know how simple these things are to do," he says. "I don't have 
supernatural power." 

The tedious preparation that Garrard pours into his routine attests to the fact 
he lacks unearthly abilities. He belongs to three professional organizations and 
scans professional journals in search of ideas. Then he puts his own creative genius 
to work trying to adapt magic tricks that are related to movies, literature or 
current events. In secular settings, Garrard realizes he was invited to entertain 
rather than preach. Nevertheless, he tries to incorporate elements in his act that 
demonstrate integrity and morality. "I can model that through the message that comes 
with the person," he says. 

For example, Garrard stresses the need to appreciate others through a magical 
interpretation of the Neil Diamond/Barbara Streisand duet, "You Don't Bring Me 
Flowers." "It gives me a chance to emphasize the point of nurturing your marriage 
and remembering special people by not letting the magic die." 

Occasionally, companies invite Garrard to meld his magic with a motivational 
speech. "In those settings, I have a little more flexibility," he says. "I can't 
talk about what drives me without getting into spiritual issues." 

--3o-- 
(BP) photo available upon request from Southern Seminary. 
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