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Confession-filled chapel
stirs Southwestern campus

Baptist Press

By Bob Murdaugh

3/2/95

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--An unexplainable movement of God is occurring at
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, following a compelling chapel message
March 1 by a Brownwood, Texas, pastor whose church and community are in the midst
of spiritual renewal.
John Avant, a Southwestern graduate and pastor of Coggin Avenue Baptist
Church, Brownwood, told a packed Truett Auditorium audience, "I don't understand
why God is doing it (a spiritual awakening) where it is, but we can never predict
how the Spirit of God will work. We are a work in progress."
Avant's 40-minute chapel message at Southwestern ended around 11 a . m . and was
immediately followed by what many seminary students are calling an outpouring of
healing, purging and cleansing among students, faculty, staff and administrators.
Southwestern's president, Ken Hemphill, described the activity as "a genuine
moving of God and the beginning of authentic spiritual revival."
The chapel service continued into the late evening March 1. Many teachers
called off classes during the day so they and their students could remain in the
auditorium.
Avant told the chapel audience that within the past seven weeks his church has
witnessed a widespread increase in prayer activity in worship services and in
church members1 homes. A "deep level" of confession, repentance and forgiveness
of sins, along with the restoration of many broken relationships, has spread into
the Brownwood community and beyond. Frequent conversions and baptisms of young
people also have impacted the community and the campus of Howard Payne University
in Brownwood.
- -more--
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"God is shaking us -- something q~perspn could do," Avant said. "God began
by doing some things in isolated ways. He transformed the life of a prominent man
in the community who was considering suicide, and couples who were within days of
divorce w re walking the church aisle to seek God's forgiven ss at the altar.
When members (of Coggin Avenue Baptist Church) began to hear this, their eyes
b gan to open."
Following the invitation at Coggin Avenue's early morning service Jan. 22, one
of the 30-plus students from Howard Payns in attendance stood in front of the
c ngregation and opened his Bible to the Book of Joel. With tears'running down
his face, he read aloud about God's judgment and shared his burden for his
classmates' spiritual lives.
An older lady from the church joined him at the altar, and she expressed
sorrow over hers and the congregation's lack of prayer for the community.
"People flooded the altar to pray, and that continued through the Sunday
scho 1 hour," Avant recounted, "Then the 11 a.m. service came and we were live on
the radio." He later heard about a man leading a co-worker to Christ as they
listened to the service on their truck radio. The two men were on a Texas ranch
at the time, and the new Christian was immediately baptized in a feeding trough.
"The motto among several local high school students has become, 'God's going
to rock the world, and it's starting in Brownwood,'" Avant said, noting that his
church continues to witness three-and-a-half-hour
worship senrices with 45-minute
invitations.
With the Coggin Avenue congregation's unanimous vote to join in a mission
project with a nearby charismatic church, God has begun to bring a spirit of unity
to Brownwood, Avant said. "Southern Baptists, Nazarenes, Pentecostals,
Independent Baptists and Presbyterians are getting together just to kneel and pray
for revival. The charismatic church has begun going through the Experiencing God
program."
Hemphill, commenting on the stirring at Southwestern, said, "Part of it is a
sense of mystery." Hemphill said.
"Dr. Avant and I have been very sensitive to the moving of the Holy Spirit,"
Hemphill said. "We are encouraging everyone to stay as long as they need to."
Wesley Loveday, a third-year theology student, commented, "A lot of people at
Southwestern have realized that the holiness of God has been lacking, and God is
reminding us that his holiness is more than morality. It's being set apart from
the world. "
Pat Gentry, a second-year student in marriage and family counseling, said he
is seeing seminarians open themselves to one another "and ask for renewed
accountability in their personal lives."
On March 2, each of Southwestern's three schools had its own chapel. Various
sources reported higher attendance than usual for separate services.
Many Southwestern faculty members say the genuineness of students, faculty,
staff and administrators in their confessions in chapel March 1 will be determined
by their fruits.
Theology professor David Kirkpatrick said that if the Southwesterners who
sought forgiveness for sins March 1 are sincere, their repentance will move them
to service.
"To be genuinely of God, the emotions of the chapel service March 1 have got
to be moved to Christian service that benefits the church," Kirkpatrick said.
"The Holy Spirit never calls attention to himself, but always calls attention to
Christ. The faculty is hopeful that what happened in chapel March 1 will lead to
a revival of learning, a revival of morality and a revival of commitment."
Kirkpatrick and another theology professor at Southwestern, J.W. MacGorman,
noted that the Book of Acts reads that the people didn't stay at Pentecost. The
Holy Spirit directed them out to plant churches and evangelize.
- -more-
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T h e genus of Southwestern is to not sit on the premises but to move out into
the ~ommunity,~
Kirkpatrick said. "Southwestern's faculty has always b lieved it
could not produce revival. We only want classroom instruction to facilitate the
work of the Holy Spirit."
With more than 4,000men and women training there annually for ministry,
Southwestern is one of six graduate-level seminaries affiliated with the Southern
Baptist Convention.
- -30-(BP) photos to be posted in SBCNet News Room.

Supreme Court hears free speech.
religious neutrality arguments By Jennifer Ferranti

Baptist Press
3/2/95

WASHINGTON (BP)--How can the government ensure neutrality toward religion
while fostering free speech? That was the question before the Supreme Court when
it heard oral arguments March 1 in the case of Rosenberger v. Rector and Visitors
of the University of Virginia, one of the most anticipated cases of this term.
Rosenberger centers on the First Amendment rights that three students at the
University of Virginia contend they were denied when they applied for school
funding for "Wide Awake," a Christian magazine they founded at the university in
1990.
Ron Rosenberger, Robert Prince and Gregory Mourad started the quarterly
publication and distributed 5,000 free copies of each issue to fellow students to
"offer a Christian perspective on both personal and community issues," according
to Rosenberger, who served as editor.
However, after just two issues of Wide Awake, it was evident advertising sales
would not adequately cover publishing costs. So in February 1991, the students
applied for $5,862 in funds from the student council committee that allocates
money to student organizations from the annual $14 activity fee assessed each of
the university's 20,000 students.
The committee flatly denied the publication's request because it said Wide
Awake constituted a "religious activity."
Rosenberger pointed out to the committee that of the 118 student organizations
alread~~receiving
fundingi several were religious, including the Muslim Student
Association and the Jewish Law Students Association. The university respond d
that these organizations were funded not as "religious activities" but as
"cultural activities."
In July 1991, the students filed suit against the university's rector and
board of visitors on the grounds that the school's refusal of money violated their
First Amendment rights to free speech and freedom of religion.
While two lower federal courts ruled against the students, the Supreme Court
agreed to hear their case. Rosenberger provides the opportunity that some of the
more conservative justices have suggested they would like to consider allowing
greater government support for religion. This position could potentially
translate into more taxpayer support for religious organizations, such as vouchers
for parochial schools. Thus, Rosenberger is predicted to be a landmark case.
A friend-of-the-courtbrief on behalf of the students have been filed by the
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission, the Christian Legal Society, the
National Association of Evangelicals and Family ~esearchCouncil. The Home School
Legal Defense Association, the Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights, and
Virginia's governor and attorney general also filed briefs supporting the
students.
However, the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs joined the Council on
Religious Freedom and the American Civil Liberties Union in supporting the
university's stance.
The Supreme Court is expected to issue its decision before it recesses in
June.
- -more--
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In an hour of vigorous arguments,Hareh,l,~the nine justices considered the two
key questions of the case: Does the Constitution's guarantee of free speech
r quire the university to provide student activity funds to religious publications
in the same way as it does to non-religious publications? If so, does the
Establishment Clause, which separates church from state, bar the university from
doing so?
Michael McConnell, University of Chicago law school professor and a
church-state scholar, represented Rosenberger and his legal counsel, the Center
For Individual Rights (CIR), a conservative legal assistance organization in
Washington, D.C.
McConnell contended this is a case of unconstitutional discrimination against
religious speech. He explained that: Wide Awake met all the university's funding
requirements for a "student news, opinion, entertainment, academic media group."
Funding was refused, he insisted, simply because this publication espoused a
Christian viewpoint. "The university may not use its power to skew the
marketplace of ideas," he said, contending it should not be in the position to
decide which student views may and may not be expressed.
McConnell likened the student activity money to a carrot dangling in front of
students. "If they want to receive the carrot, they have to censor their own
religious viewpoints; they cannot quote from one book, the Bible.H
Arguing on the university's behalf, John C. Jeffrtes Jr., a UVA law professor,
insisted, "We are not picking out: a religious point of view and trying to quash
it."
"No, but you're picking out the~logy,~
responded Justice Antonin Scalia.
Jeffries compared Wide Awake with political campaigning and lobbying
activities, for which the university also refuses funding. But Scalia pointed out
that Wide Awake was not trying to recruit people to a particular religious sect
but was "simply espousing the truthfulness of certain Christian doctrines."
Justice Anthony M. Kennedy agreed that political activities could not be
compared with "abstract viewsn of religion. "Here we're talking about religious
speech. That is different (than) religious activity and religious exercise."
Led by Kennedy and Scalia, the justices pressed Jeffries to distinguish
between religious "proselytizing" and free speech.
"Proselytizing is nothing but an ugly word for 'persuade,' which is exactly
what the free speech clause was designed to protect," McConnell said.
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg said she knows of no case allowing direct payment
of money to a religious group. The Supreme Court has allowed some forms of
government accommodation of religion, such as access to classrooms for religious
meetings, but it has always drawn the line at direct cash subsidy.
Scalia hinted that this was a meaningless distinction. He asked Jeffries, "Do
you think that's a major step, between giving access to a classroom and the money
to rent a classroom? Is that the step off the cliff?"
Yes, Jeffries said, adding that if the university haa to fund all religious
activities equally, "all public education as we know it is unconstitutional."
"Why should I be singled out because I'm a member of the Christian faith?"
Rosenberger asked on the steps of the Supreme Court after the oral arguments. "We
are not requesting special rights or privileges, but simply equal access to
b n fits available to other student groups."
Rosenberger explained, "A policy that allows the University of Virginia to
fund 118 student groups, including the Jewish Law Students Association, the Muslim
Student Association and the Lesbian and Gay Student Union, excluding only
Christians, is arbitrary and subjective at best, and hostile and malicious at
worst."
Jeffries again condoned the funding of 15 publications on campus, including
"Al-Salam," the Muslim newspaper which has published articles about Islam, on the
grounds that th y are "cultural" rather than "r ligious" activities.
-more--
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"It's a pretty silly distinction since religion is part of culture, culture is
part of religion," McConnell said. "I'm glad I didn't have to defend it. I think
Mr. Jeffries should be grateful that the court didn't ask him any qu stions about
it."
Said Michael Whitehead, the CLC's general counsel, "This case is not about
cash subsidies for religion, but it's about paying printing bills or other student
activities expenses without discrimination.
"Religious speech discrimination is wrong, even when done in the name of
church-state separation. If the university decides to provide a form for funding
ink and paper, they cannot discriminate against students who used the ink and
paper for religious purposes," Whitehead said.
Justices Breyer, Ginsburg and Souter are expected to support the university's
position. Chief Justice Rehnquist and Scalia, Kennedy and Clarence Thomas are
expected to rule in favor of the students.
Michael P. McDonald, of the Center For Individual Rights and co-counsel for
Rosenberger, predicted Justice Sandra Day OtConnorwill provide the critical fifth
vote needed to win the case. "I just thought by the general questions (that she
asked) that she seemed to be sympathetic to our arguments." McDonald added, "She
herself has argued in many of the things that she's written for a neutrality in
the treatment of religion."
--3o-(BP) photo available from Jennifer Ferranti at (703) 698-7707. Ferranti is a
free-lance writer in suburban Washington.
Uphold truth in culture war,
CLC seminar speakers say

By Tom Strode

Baptist Press
3/2/95

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)--Christians must uphold the concept of absolute truth
in order to win the war for a declining culture, speakers said at the 28th annual
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission seminar.
Because of the decline of Christianity as the predominant world view in
America and the rest of Western civilization, the culture and even the church have
failed to cling to truth, speakers said. As a result, battles are fought in such
arenas as the mind, the home, the inner city and the media and over such issues as
homosexuality and the sanctity of human life, they said.
The speakers challenged nearly 900 people to participate in the culture war
during the seminar Feb. 27-March 1 at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Wake Forest, N.C. A total of 892 registrants and guests attended the seminar.
Another 14 paid registrants failed to attend. It was the second-largest
attendance at any CLC seminar. The seminar also was the first held on the campus
of a SBC seminary.
The 1995 seminar, titled "The War of the Worlds: The Struggle for the Nation's
Soul," addressed the battle between Christianity and other world views.
Charles Colson and other speakers described the gravity of the struggle and
the church's responsibility.
After describing "signs of the timesw which portrayed society's rejection of
the Christian world view, the founder and chairman of Prison Fellowship said,
"America's problems go much deeper than the distribution of condoms to teen-agers
and the appointment of (Henry) Foster as surgeon general. These events I have
cited are all little skirmishes of a major war being waged not only for the heart
and soul of America but for Western culture as well."
"We are in a struggle to the death for the soul" of this culture, said Richard
Land, the CLC's executive director.
In the midst of this great challenge, the church too often "is papering the
attic while the basement is on fire," said Timothy George, dean of the Beeson
Divinity School at Samford Univeysity, Birmingham, Ala.
- -more--
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Referring to national surveys, Cqlson qaicl a 1991 poll showed 67 p rcent of
Americans rejected absolut truth. Three years later, the same poll revealed 72
percent rejected truth. The sam surveys among evangelical Christians showed 52
percent in 1991 did not hold to absolute truth while 62 percent in 1994 did not
hold to it, Colson
said.
"We are loaing the battle for truth in our churches' pews faster" than in the
realms of the "cultural elites," he said.
According to the Christian world view, Colson said, "There is truth. It is
knowable. God has spoken. We place a higher premium on truth than on tolerance.
',The battle for Christian truth and world view must continue. It is our
duty."
The culture war provides "an exciting time in the body of Christ," said SBC
President Jim Henry, pastor of First Baptist Church, Orlando, Fla. "Don't hold
the fort; turn it loose."
"The way to win the culture war," said Southeastern Seminary President Paige
Patterson, "is to out-love, out-pray, out-forgive, out-study and out-work your
opponents."
If Christians do not act as salt and light in society, it will be engulfed by
a combination of "pagan moral views and technological expertise," Land said.
Am rica faces either "a reformation or a new barbarism," he said.
The United States has lost its identity with the rejection of biblical values,
said Steve hmke of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas.
"We have become legion, a multiple world view personality disorder which has
led to the psychological disintegration of the nation's soul," said Lemke, a
philosophy professor. "We no longer know who we are or what we believe as a
culture."
Among five world views rivaling the Judeo-Christianview in the culture, Lemke
said, are materialistic naturalism, consequentialist pragmatism and enlightenment
modernism.
The culture war begins in the hearts and mind of people, said Danny Akin, dean
of students at Southeastern Seminary.
"Truth is indeed an endangered species in our syncretic and pluralistic
culture," Akin said, "Love, likewise, is in peril of losing its distinctive
character due to the substitution of inferior imitations and diluted products.
Clearly then, the cosmic battle is over love and truth."
Christians must love, live and look for the truth, he said.
Christendom's struggle with an often-hostile media is a spiritual one, Mark
Coppenger told participants.
"What is the answer? I fear that awakening is our only hope," said Coppenger,
the SBC Executive Committee's vice president for convention relations. "The
situation is impossible, which is precisely the point at which God delights to
show himself mighty."
A movement of God also will be necessary to win the battle for inner cities,
said Gary Frost, the SBC's second vice president.
Until racism "is biblically and publicly dealt with amongst believers, there
is no hope of a sweeping revival of the magnitude that is necessary to save our
cities," said Frost, pastor of Rising Star Baptist Church, Youngstown, Ohio.
An African American, Frost encouraged the passage of a declaration of
r pentance at the 150th anniversary of the SBC in June.
"If we can rejoice in our corporate successes, should we not also repent of
our corporate sins? If we can celebrate our forefathers' love for Jesus, should
we not also lament the fact that they rendered certain human souls as inferior to
their own?," Frost said.
- -more--
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R. Albert Mohler Jr., president of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, Ky., said the whomosexualizationwof cultur has occurred while th
church slept: "Th church has hardly r sponded to the homosexuality issue with a
certain sound. If the church of Jesus Christ is not now the most powerful
countercultural force in the midst of society, we are not true to the gospel and
we are not true to our Lord."
In addition to 14 plenary session addresses, the seminar also included eight
workshops. The workshops addressed such issues as sex education, world population
and pornography, as well as such battlegrounds as the home and college campuses.
--3o--

Culture war not new,
Patterson says at seminar

By Norman Miller

Baptist Press
3/2/9 5

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)--Things are no different now than they always have
been, said Paige Patterson, president of Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary, at the Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission seminar held Feb. 27
to March 1.
Speaking at the Wake Forest, N.C., campus, Patterson said culture wars are as
ancient as Old Testament events such as Abraham's culture shock in Haran and
Canaan, Moses' marriage to an Ethiopian woman, Jonah's sojourn to Ninevah or
Paul's experiences in Europe.
After reading from Acts 17, Patterson said, "Paul's meeting with the Epicurean
and Stoic philosophers is a perfect paradigm on how to meet the culture war of our
time."
Patterson said Paul was careful to "compliment" the religiosity of the
Athenian sophists without "compromising his own beliefs. Paul told them, 'It's a
good thing you remembered the unknown God, but I'm here to tell you he is the
Creator, and he's ticked off that you don't even know his name."
Advising Christians to see cultural aberrations as opportunities instead of
obstacles, as the apostle Paul did, Patterson said he has used a Moslem mosque in
Damascus to witness to several Muslims. He said one of the minarets, or towers of
the mosque, is called the "Jesus minaret." The reason is because Muslims say,
"Jesus was a great prophet." Patterson replies, "This is not possible. Great
prophets do not lie, and since Jesus claimed to be God in human flesh, he must
have lied. Either he lied, thus disqualifying him from the prophet's mantle, or
he told the truth, in which case he was more than just a great prophet."
While in the Baghdad guest house of Saddam Hussein several years ago,
Patterson presented this argument to Yassar Arrafat, chairman of the Palestine
Liberation Organization. "Arrafat said, 'I never thought of it that way,' as the
conviction of God spread across his face," said Patterson.
"America is in trouble, as is the West, but this offers Christians their
greatest opportunities" to be salt and light, he said. Patterson recounted an
incident "God used to break the heart of David," Patterson's adopted Palestinian
brother.
Following a verbal dispute with another boy in the youth choir, David invited
him outside to settle the matter. Patterson said, "We all stood in a circle as
David repeated, 'I'm gonna hit you John,' and John said, 'You better not.'"
David's punch drove John to the pavement and bloodied his lip. He got up,
wiped his lip and said, "You shouldn't have done that David, but I forgive you
because I love you in Jesus Christ." Patterson added the same scenario occurred
once again, "and David was so shocked, he turned and ran."
"David was reflective over the next few days, and when my dad opened the
invitation in church the next Sunday, David came forward," Patterson said. "David
said, 'Father, whatever John has that makes him a better man than I, I want to get
it."
-,-more
--
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Patterson said the true story ilkst$at&s a proper Christian response to
p e w rs cultural norms: m
e way to win the culture war is to out-love,
ut-pray, out-forgive, out-study and out-work your opponents. If you trust God to
deliver the miracle, then the miracl is n the way,"
- -30--

'Awakeningv likely only hope
of changing media, Coppenger saysBy Chele Caughron

Baptist Press
3/2/95

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)--Christendom's struggle with the media has come to such
an impasse that desiring citizens, the government and even the media itself cannot
turn the tide.
"The situation is impossible, which is precisely the point at which God
delights to show himself mighty," said Mark Coppenger of the Southern Baptist
Convention's Executive Committee. Coppenger, vice president for convention
relations, spoke March 1 at the Christian Life Commission's seminar at
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C.
Coppenger likened Christendom's struggle with media to the parable of the
sower and the seed.
When God's revelation falls upon the media, it often has fallen on a hard
roadbed, shallow soil or among thorns, he said.
"We should brace ourselves, for, to many of those with media savvy, we and our
Lord and our Scripture are the disease," Coppenger said. "Believing that 'a
butterfly flapping its wings in China can create a hurricane in New York,' enemies
of God are looking for those tiny events in one remote area which can lead to huge
repercussions in others. The war is on."
The struggle to see truth emerge from among choking thorns is evident in film,
broadcast and print media, he said.
Some of those thorns are ideological agendas, sponsors who give advertising
dollars, unobjective objectivity, cynicism and personal guilt, he said.
"You can hardly expect newsmen and writers who've had abortions or
extramarital affairs to approach these scandals with the same zeal and indignation
as they do televangelist fraud or the shooting of abortion doctors," said
Coppenger, who also is editor of SBC Life, the journal of the Executive Committee.
The media's word choice also often has choked out truth.
"Homophobia is a modern favorite," Coppenger said. "By its use, the
proponents of no-fault homosexuality imply that critics are driven by fear and not
reason or moral indignation. Fundamentalist is another slam word. It connotes
untutored, backward, fanatical, rude commitment to outmoded religious beliefs.
"Of course, the terms right and left are generally centered on the writer - right, meaning right of me, and left, meaning left of me. Since most journalists
are religiously left of the population's center of mass, only the most liberal
find themselves left of the writer and thus worthy of the term religious left," he
said. "Broad use of the term religious right comes easier since there are so many
in the nation who fall to the religious right of journalist."
While the thorns are plentiful, some truth does filter through the media to
fall on good soil. Christians should be mindful of this fact and not reject
secular media as a whole.
"Some of the most extraordinarily truthful presentations come from
nonbelievers. God can and does use all sorts to deliver the truth," Coppenger
said.
"Before he died of homosexually acquired AIDS, the actor Ian Charleson
delivered an unforgettable performance as the godly Eric Liddell in 'Chariots of
Fire,'" Coppenger said. "Nonbeliever Nat Hentoff of the leftist Village Voice has
emerged as a secular champion of the unborn. And the oft-married, puffed-up Rush
Limbaugh manages to make some telling points along th way."
- -more--
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Not all n ws reporters are evangelical Christians, but neither are they the
en my, Coppeng r said. Christendom's struggle with the media is not with flesh
and blood, but against the rulers of darkness of this world.
"What is the answer? I fear that awakening is our only hope," Coppenger said.
In another address, Ben Mitchell, a consultant on biomedical ethics and lif
issues for the Christian Life Commission, addressed the battle for the sanctity of
human life March 1.
He told of an abortion vaccine being developed which a woman could receive
that automatically would abort each child she conceived in the following one to
five years.
Mitchell also warned Christians against using euphemisms such as "mercy
killing," which make murder sound more palatable.
"As long as they kill babies in the wombs and patients in their beds, we'll
shout it from the housetops. It's murder," Mitchell said.
- -30-Pastors advise readiness
for cultural warfare

Baptist Press
By Norman Miller

3/2/95

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)--Southern Baptist Convention President Jim Henry, North
Carolina pastor Charles Page and SBC Executive Committee member James Merritt
addressed "The War of the Worlds" via theme interpretations at the SBC Christian
Life Commission's annual seminar, Feb. 27-March 1.
Speaking at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Henry, pastor of First
Baptist Church, Orlando, Fla., said enjoining the culture war provides "an
exciting time in the body of Christ."
"Don't hold the fort; turn it loose," he said, advising Christians to avoid a
"fortress mentality."
"R.C. Sproul said, 'It's healthy to be isolated Erom our society, but it is
unhealthy to be insulated Erom society,"' Henry said.
Drawing from the experience of Gideon as recorded in Judges 6, Henry said
leadership "begins with worship," which provides the willingness and power "to go
to war. "
Henry said "Satan is our enemy, not the world. The world is our mission
field. We have a sign at our church that everyone sees as they leave the parking
lot: 'You are now entering the mission field.'"
He cited various ways the members of his church are salt and light in a dark
and decaying world. "We have established a social concern committee which
responds to moral issues in our city in a variety of ways: We sponsor voter
registration drives, have classes that teach people how to be Christians in the
marketplace, and we encourage members to run for political office."
Henry said, "With God on your side, being in the minority is not a bad thing."
Being in the world but not of it was Page's admonition. The pastor of First
Baptist Church, Charlotte, N.C., said, "As believers, we live in the physical
world, but we are not a part of the value system that opposes God."
Page recounted a conversation in which his son, David, said, "Even though I am
studying chemistry, we have a required class in 'values clarification.'" Page
said his son's professor advised students at the College of Charleston at
Charleston, S.C., to decide for themselves their beliefs and not "to listen to the
values and teachings of your parents."
Highlighting the value choices confronting today's Christians, Page told of a
father who held a new toy behind his back as he said to his son, "I have a gift
for you that is of greater value than the toys you now hold in each hand." Page
said a Christian's love for the "heavenly Father is expressed in how tightly we
hold on to the value system of this present world."
--mow - -
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Merritt, pastor of First Baptist ',Chu+cG, Shellville, Ga., said the war for
traditional values, such as absolute truth, "has left casualties, taken prison rs,
and wreaked havoc throughout Western culture," politically, educationally,
morally.
Citing Chuck Colson's comparison of relativism to a "moral lobotomy," Merritt
said, "I submit that the key battleground in this war of the worlds is the mind."
There is a "contest for the mind," a "contamination of the mind" and a "contr 1 of
the mind" for all people, he said.
Turning to 2 Corinthians 10:3-5, Merritt said the apostle Paul transports "us
to the front lines of this battle with words such as 'war,' 'weapons,' 'warfaret
and 'strongholds,' You can almost hear the guns firing, the bombs exploding and
the smell of smoke."
"The old proverb is true," Merritt said. "You sow a thought, you reap an a c t ;
sow an act; reap a habit; sow a habit, reap a character; sow a character, reap a
destiny. .., In other words, it's all in the mind.
"Woodrow Wilson rightly said, 'He who will not command his thoughts will soon
lose command of his actions,'" Merritt said. And the answer for Christians rests
in a "refocusing the mind, refilling the mind and renewing the mind."
Summarizing the themes, Herritt said, "'Thus saith the Lord' ought to rule our
minds and hearts as we submit to our Lord Jesus Christ."
- -30-State historians oppose
Historical Commission's end

Baptist Press
By Art Toalston

3/2/9 5

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--A plea to retain the Southern Baptist: Historical
Commission has been issued by 15 state Baptist historical directors and
historians, who described the agency as "the collective memory of the Southern
Baptist Convention."
The commission, founded in 1951, would be dissolved under a proposed
reorganization of the Southern Baptist Convention, approved by the SBC Executive
Committee during its Feb. 20-22 meeting in Nashville, Tenn. The changes in the
SBC, topped by a merger of the Home Mission Board, Radio and Television Commission
and Brotherhood Commission, next must be approved by a majority of messengers to
two consecutive annual meetings of the SBC to be enacted. The first vote is
slated for this year's SBC, June 20-22 in Atlanta.
Under the proposed dissolution of the Historical Commission, its archival
duties would be assigned to a council of presidents of the six SBC seminaries and
its educational duties would be assigned to the Baptist Sunday School Board.
The commission's executive director, Lynn E. May Jr., was the only SBC
official to go on record during the Executive Committee meeting as opposing the
change affecting his agency.
The group of state Baptist historians who issued the protest of the proposed
dissolution of the Historical Commission is distinct from the 750-member Southern
Baptist Historical Society, which has not yet announced any stance on the issue.
The proposed SBC changes originated with a seven-member Program and Structure
Study Committee created by the Executive Committee in response to a motion
referred from the 1993 SBC annual meeting in Houston.
The state Baptist historians' March 1 statement noted, "Any restructuring of
historical work within the SBC should be done to enhance and strengthen Southern
Baptists' understanding of our heritage. The recommendation of the Program and
Structure Study Committee does neither."
The historians disagreed with the study committee's assessment that the
Historical Commission's duties are "best and most effectively assigned to the
theological seminaries, which employ specialists in church history and
professional library staff.n
- -more--
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"We respectfully disagree," th historians wrote. "Under this arrangement
historical concerns will not have the priority that they should. Dividing these
duties among six institutions will 1 ad to duplication of effort and unclear
understanding of responsibilities - - problems that the study committee was
designed to eliminate.
"Much of the study committee's report seems to emphasize the consolidation and
centralization of Southern Baptist work," the historians observed. "With this
purpose in mind, breaking up and decentralizing the Historical Commission does not
make sense.
"We believe that the Historical Commission is the single most effective and
efficient means for Southern Baptists to continue to preserve, interpret, and
communicate our heritage," the historians contended. "Our past experiences, our
history, affect not only who w e are as Southern Baptists today but also who we
will be in the future."
The study committee's chairman, Mark Brister, could not be reached for comment
by Baptist Press' deadline March 2. Brister is pastor of Broadmoor Baptist
Church, Shreveport, La.
In addressing the work of the Historical Commission, the study committee noted
in its report, "We affirm the importance of preserving our denominational history
and heritage. We must: protect the legacy which we have inherited from our Baptist
forebears and trace the lineage of faithfulness which has marked the Baptist
experience. Since 1951 the Historical Commission of the Southern Baptist
Convention has served the denomination by providing an historical emphasis. We
are convinced that these important services can and should be provided by other
Convention agencies."
The state Baptist historians' statement was drafted by Alan J. Lefever,
director of the Texas Baptist Historical Collection and archivist at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas.
Lefever said he believes much of the Historical Commission's archival duties
under the proposed SBC reorganization would fall specifically to Southwestern and
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., the SBC's two largest
seminaries, each with full-time archivists.
Lefever's reaction to that prospect: Unless the two seminaries are given more
funding and more manpower, "I didn't see how we could keep the historical work up
at the same level the commission had it."
Southern Seminary's archivist, Gregory Wills, said of the recommendation for
SBC archival duties to reside with the seminary presidents: "I haven't read what
the presidents' vision is" and "I think it is important that that vision be
articulated and made public."
"I believe that the presidents are committed to the importance of preserving
Southern Baptist history and heritage and the task of preserving original
documents - - the documents which drive history," Wills added.
Lefever said he believes "history will no longer have a platform" without the
Historical Commission's status as an SBC agency. "It's like we're dismantling it
and scattering it to the winds. Unless an effort is made to keep up with our
history and heritage, then I think it's going to be lost."
The proposed dissolution of the commission is ironic, he added, in the year of
the SBC's sesquicentennial celebration, with 150th anniversary events to be a key
part of the SBC annual meeting in Atlanta.
According to Lefever, "the general rumor floating out among those of us who do
history" before the study committee announced its recommendations was that the
commissioners, or trustees, perhaps would be phased out and the agency absorbed
into the Executive Committee's responsibilities. The proposed dissolution "caught
us all by surprise," Lefev r said.
--more--
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In addition to Lafever, state Bapgist ~istbrianssigning the protest wer E.
Earl Join r of Florida; Doris Yeiser, Kentucky; Susan Broome and Robert Gardner,
G orgia; Sue Lynn McGuire, Ernest Head and Steve Baker, Tennessee; Ray Granade,
Arkansas; Fred Anderson, Virginia; Betty Danielson, New Mexico; John Woodard,
North Carolina; Nelda Kent, Arizona; and Lucille Boyd and H. Max Daly, Oregon.
-3o-Churchgoing family lives
with HIV-positive reality

By Keith Hinson

Baptist Press
3/2/95

SHILLINGTON, Pa. (BP)--Jerry Thacker found out he was HIV-positive on what was
supposed to be a routine Saturday morning - - reading mail, writing advertising
copy and just clearing his desk of clutter.
Having arrived at his office, he found an unusual phone message. Call the
doctor, it said. But it wasn't from his doctor. The message was from a doctor at
a local blood bank who wanted Thacker to call him at home on Saturday morning.
"He went straight to the point," Thacker recalled. "He said the blood that
I had given at the church blood drive the previous Wednesday night was tainted
with HIV - - the virus that is believed to cause AIDS."
Thacker's reaction was disbelief. He and his wife were Christians. They
had been virgins when they married. They had never used illegal narcotics. Th y
had remained faithful in their marriage.
He was even a deacon in their church, a candidate for mayor in their city
and former chairman of the radio and television department at Bob Jones University
in Greenville, S.C., where he had worked for seven years.
"The first thing I thought was that this was a mistake - - that some
dim-witted lab assistant had mixed up the samples," Thacker said. But he went to
the doctor's home the same Saturday, where the doctor drew another sample of
Thacker's blood.
Within a week, the diagnosis was reconfirmed. Then his wife, Sue, was
tested. She, too, was HIV-positive.
The Thackers were stunned but recalled that in 1984 Sue had received four
units of blood after giving birth to their third child by cesarean section.
So the blood bank doctor did some detective work, "even though the
trail was cold - - more than two and a half years old. He found the donors of
three of those units of blood. Two were fine. One was HIV-positive,"said
Thacker, 44,who owns Marketing Partners in Shillington, Pa., a firm he founded in
1981.
Thacker's experiences have been fashioned into a book, "When AIDS Comes
Home," and a videotape, "When AIDS Comes to Church," which was taped in January
1995 during a Sunday service at Macon Road Baptist Church in Memphis, Tenn.
Thacker has also begun a ministry of speaking to groups of ministers and to
churches, including a recent Sunday service at First Baptist Church, Southaven,
Miss. Last year, Thacker said, he spoke to more than 100 meetings with more than
15,000 attenders.
After the Thackers learned of their infection, they initially decided to
keep quiet: for two reasons. First, he said, they wanted their children to have as
normal a childhood as possible. But they also considered how other people would
react.
"In 1986, they were burning people out of their homes. They were
running people out of town," Thacker recalled. "In 1994-95,people are
understanding the disease a little more, they're fearing it a little less and
they're tolerant of people who have it - - regardless of how they got it."
Another stunning piec of news came in 1993 when the Thackers learned that
their daughter, Sarah - - born during her mother's 1984 C-section - - was
HIV-positive. She had caught the virus from breast-feeding.
- -more- -
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It was after a seven-month bout with persistent tonsillitis - - which would
not respond to antibiotics - - that Sarah, now 11, was tested for the virus.
"Probably the hardest thought for me to deal with has been the one of my
daughter's infection," said Thacker, who with his wife is a member of Covenant
Church in Shillington, a part of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. "You like to
think of your family as your link to the future, ... as your heritage in the Lord.
"I can honestly tell you that I still don't think I'm over learning about my
daughter being infected," he said. The Thackers' two older children - - a
daughter, Shalin, 17, and a son, Jared, 15 - - are not infected.
Was it a mistake not to have Sarah tested earlier? "The doctors told us
that unless she started to show some kind of signs or symptoms that we didn't need
to have her t e ~ t e d ,said
~ Thacker. "I think they did that probably because they
knew we were dealing with a boatload of pain anyway, and that the thought of a
mother and a father dying and leaving three orphans was about as much as we could
handle. "
But since going public with their illness, the Thackers have found support
from fellow Christians. "The people who know us and the ones who have been in the
churches we've attended, including Baptist churches, have been most supportiv ,"
he said.
Some Christians, said Thacker, "recoil when they hear the story, because of
their fear of this disease, but after they ... come under the influence of
Scriptures like those found in Luke 10:29-37 - - the Good Samaritan did a risky
activity - - they usually come down on the side of delivering a Christian
compassionate response."
Thacker believes there is a reason for their infection. The dedication page
of his book reads as follows: "To my wife and children, my brother and
sister-in-law,and all the Christian families whom this malady will touch. For
all of us, AIDS is not an abstraction, but a reality brought into our lives by a
loving Heavenly Father who intends a11 our circumstances to work out for our
ultimate good and His Glory (Romans 8:28)."
"There's nothing that can touch a Christian except if the Lord allows it,"
Thacker said. 'lObviously,the Book of Job has become one of our favorite books,
because like Job we had to believe that this was a case where the Lord had
directed this to come into our lives, since we know we weren't out looking for
it."
So why would God allow a Christian to become HIV-infected? Thacker can only
guess: "It may be that: other people can look at that person and take an example
from them. It may be that somebody else can look at that person and be thankful
because they're not having to face what that person is having to face. It may be,
as I've discovered in the meetings I've done all across the country, that this
disease ... brings people face to face with their mortality. It makes them
consider the question of 'Where am I going to spend eternity?'"
More information about Thacker's book and videotape may be obtained by
calling 1-800-588-7744.
- -30--

Offer compassion to AIDS victims,
says Christian with HIV infection By Keith Hinson

Baptist Press
3/2/95

SHILLINGTON, Pa. (BP)--How should the church respond and what should
Christians think about the AIDS epidemic? Jerry Thacker, a Christian who is
infected with the HIV virus, has a few ideas,
Thacker, whose wife, Sue, received tainted blood after a 1984 cesarean
section, speaks frequently to groups of ministers and to churches on the subject.
He has written a book, "When AIDS Comes Home," and has produced a videotape, "When
AIDS Comes to Church," which was ,taped,inJanuary at Macon Road Baptist Church in
Memphis, Tenn.
- -more--
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In an interview with Baptist Prgss, Tbacker discussed a wide range of
concerns related to the AIDS issue:
- - Should th church minister to HIV-infected people? "I believe that if
all 256 million of us in the country were infected that Christians would still be
under the obligation of our Lord to give the g~spelto every creature and to
deliver compassion and care to all those who are hurting, including people with
AIDS, regardless of how they got it," said Thacker, who is a deacon in Covenant
Church in Shillington, part of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
- - Is AIDS a plague? "I don't believe that God judges that way, but on the
basis of Romans 1, I do believe that anytime a society elects not to keep the
knowledge of God - - which is what we've done in our society - - that this kind of
thing happens," said Thacker. "When we as a nation decide that we do not want to
retain the knowledge of God, ... the net result is broken homes. The net result
is diseases, like sexually transmitted diseases. The net result is drug abuse."
- - Should condoms be distributed in public schools? "No. ... I think
there's a better way. That better way is abstinence. ... Many believe that the
naturally occurring defects in condoms ... are larger than the AIDS virus. I
think that we're doing our children a disservice to tell them that a piece of
latex which starts to decompose 30 minutes after it's stuck in a guy's wallet will
protect them from this virus," said Thacker, who is the volunteer director of
communications and training for Americans for a Sound AIDS Policy, based in
Washington, D.C.
Thacker praised the Southern Baptist emphasis, nTrue Lave Waits,"
which has encouraged youth from several denominations to pledge abstinence from
premarital sexual intercourse, In his own ministry, Thacker has a similar
emphasis entitled "I Choose To Wait" and said he has distributed material to more
than 5,000 teen-agers.
- - Is early testing for the HIV virus a good idea? Yes, says Thacker,
though he waited from 1986 to 1993 to have his daughter tested - - only after
antibiotics failed to cure her persistent case of tonsillitis. It: was a less
tolerant time in 1986, Thacker noted, but today people are more accepting and less
fearful of people with AIDS and HIV infection.
"I believe that anyone who has done a risk activity should be tested," said
Thacker. "They need to know if they're infecting other people. That's the same
as murder, and if they are infected they need the medical care that can help th m
stay alive longer."
- - Are public service messages about AIDS accurate when they say it's hard
to catch? "I think so. From what I've seen and studied, ... the mode of
transmission has not changed. ... Virus particles, obviously, awe the way that
this thing is transmitted, and usually they're in some kind of a liquid medium - like male sexual fluids, female sexual fluids, blood or breast milk. ... It
doesn't go through skin. It doesn't last too long outside the body."
- - Is the blood supply safe? "The blood supply is relatively safe. I say
relative, because it's not for sure," Thacker said. "I believe there are probably
100 to 200 people being infected a year - - and the reason for that's very simple:
The blood test that is currently being used is an antibody test. It takes two
weeks to six months (after infection) for antibodies to develop.
"If you went out and did a risk activity last night or last week, and you
gav blood today, the antibodies may not be present. So when that blood is
t sted, it's given the green light, but the AIDS virus may be in it - - and then
when it's given to somebody else, they become infected. That's why most of the
blood donation organizations ask screening questions about the kinds of activities
that you've done in the recent past.
- -more-
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"I think that if anyone is going to have elective surgery, they need to give
their own blood and have it given back to them. .,. But more than that, I think
people need to understand that if they're in a situation where they're requiring
blood, it's probably a matter of life and death anyway. I think there comes a
point where we as Christians have to say, 'OK, I've taken all the reasonable
precautions, and at this point I have to let the Lord determine whether or not
this kind of thing is going to happen to me.'"
- - How has Hollywood responded to the AIDS issue? "Hollywood's emphasis is
bvi usly on the humanistic side of things," Thacker said. "There are two
competing philosophies when it comes to the AIDS issue. One is based on secular
humanism, ... that man is an animal, that man will have sex, that there's nothing
we can do to stop this, except to protect man from himself - - so do the safer sex
routine, use a condom.
That, to me, is antithetical to the biblical position, which is man is a
sinner, but through the blood of Christ and salvation that he provides, man can
control his sexual impulse."
More information about Thacker's book and videotape may be obtained by
calling 1-800-588-7744.
--3O-Volunteers needed for next phase
of Southern Baptist relief in Haiti
By Nary E. Speidel

Baptist Press
3/2/9 5

PORT-AU-PRINCE,Haiti (BP)--An urgent need exists for volunteers to help
repair hand pumps on water wells in Haiti, the next phase of a Southern Baptist
relief project there.
The project desperately needs volunteers - - handyman types willing to follow
instructions, camp, sleep on a hard bunk, take cold showers and eat out of a can,
according to planners. "They'll repair simple hand pumps. No previous
well-drilling experience is needed," said Mickey Caison, disaster relief director
for the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission in Memphis, Tenn.
The well project, open to men only because of the housing situation, will
assign volunteers to a camp to be set up at a Baptist agricultural center near
Cap-Haitien,Haiti's second-largest city. Other phases of the relief program in
Haiti are open to women.
It's the second part of a Haiti relief effort sponsored by the Brotherhood
Commission and the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. For more information
call the Brotherhood toll-free at 1-800-280-1891,or call (901) 722-3787.
Water well volunteers are needed to work for two-week stints, beginning March
18. The first team will do some pump repair but spend most of its time setting up
a camp for later volunteers, Foreign Mission Board missionary Jim Ziler said in a
phone interview from Port-au-Prince,Haiti's capital. Zilew, from Avilla, Mo.,
leads the Baptist water well project, operated through the Baptist Convention of
Haiti.
Volunteers also will have evangelistic opportunities in villages where they
work. The
film - - which has become an effective evangelistic tool
worldwide - - will be shown to crowds that typically watch well repair.
Haitian Baptists will counsel and help follow up with people who make
spiritual decisions and translate for volunteers who want to tell villagers about
their relationship with Jesus Christ.
Volunteers will work alongside Me1 Goodwin, on-site volunteer coordinator for
the well repairs. Goodwin, a volunteer from Kilgore, Texas, and a t am of Texas
Baptist Men ar in Haiti through March 4, paving the way for the project, expected
to last several months.
- -more--
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After the well repair project, other'sbuthern Baptist volunteers will lead
medical clinics in Haiti's central plateau May 6 to June 3. M st of the
volunteers already have been recruited to work for one-week stints, according to
Caison. But some support volunteers - - not medical professionals - - are still
needed to help, he said.
Meanwhile, another group of volunteers will finish on March 11 a food
distribution project based in Port-au-Prince. It's the first phase of the
Southern Baptist relief effort in Haiti, which started in November.
By the time these volunteers leave, Baptists will have helped to distribute
family-size packets to 45,000 Haitians, said Peggy Rutledge, Foreign Mission Board
missionary in Haiti, from Glendale, Calif. So far, about 270 volunteers have been
involved in food distribution and construction of housing for volunteers.
One of the first Haitian Baptist churches to receive food packages recently
sponsored evangelistic services led by International Service Corps volunteer Ed
Brentham, from Belton, Texas. About 190 Haitians accepted Christ as Savior during
services that had been postponed from June, when Southern Baptist workers in Haiti
left the country because of political turmoil.
"There's really an openness to the gospel, but it's Satan's turf here,"
observed Ziler, who began his assignment in December in Haiti, where voodoo is a
popular religion.
There's very much a spiritual warfare here that I haven't felt in other
countries," he said.
- -30-(BP) photo (vertical) mailed March 2 to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond
bureau of Baptiat Press. Cutline available on SBCNet News Room,

Nissionaries named to new
Europe administrative posts
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WIESBADEN, Germany (BP)--Southern Baptist missionaries Norman Lytle, Gene
Phillips and David Moench have assumed administrative roles to help handle the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board's expanding mission work in Europe.
"The new positions were required by a growing missionary force that has
topped 400 worker^,^ said Eddie Cox, associate to the area director for the
board's work in Europe.
l'They'll help us continue to focus our ministries on evangelism and church
planting efforts in Eastern and Western Europe. We hope to shift the burden of
administrative work from the field missionaries so they are freer to pursue their
real purpose in being here," he said.
During the past two years, missionaries in Europe have been grouped in new
administrative units to facilitate coordination. A series of training sessions
have focused on streamlining administration and emphasizing spiritual maturity as
a key factor in ministry. Most sessions have included prayer and praise sessions
filled with a sense of revival, missionaries said.
Lytle, 59, will coordinate Southern Baptist volunteers from the United States
serving in the Commonwealth of Independent States, better known as the former
Soviet Union. From his base in Moscow, he also will serve as fraternal
representative to the Baptist unions in the region.
"The continuing contribution of volunteers from Baptist churches and
associations in the United States prompted us to create this new position to
promote and facilitate the large numbers of volunteers who have come for short
periods of time," said Dan Panter, assistant to the area director for Europe. H
coordinates work in Eastern Europe.
Thousands of Southern Baptist volunteers have preached, passed out tracts and
tackled construction projects and other assignments throughout the region in
recent years.
--more-- ,
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Phillips, 60, will serve as mission administrator for the newly created
France-Benelux Mission, from a base in Antony, France, near Paris. The mission
includes more than five dozen Foreign Mission Board missionaries serving in
France, Belgium and the Netherlands. Plans call for opening work in the tiny
nation of Luxembourg, part of the Benelux countries.
Moench, 35, will serve as mission administrator for the United Kingdom
Mission, which includes more than two dozen workers in the Republic of Ireland and
in the U.K, countries of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The
number of Southern Baptist workers will increase following a new cooperative
agreement last year between British Baptists and the Foreign Mission Board that:
calls for more board missionaries to serve in the U.K.
Moench has lived in Dundee, Scotland, where he and his wife, Laura, have
worked since appointment in 1989. They have coordinated a student ministry
program in cooperation with five Baptist churches in the city, including scores of
volunteers and Foreign Mission Board journeymen. Later this year they will move
to Glasgow, Scotland.
Born and reared in Nashville, Tenn., Moench served as minister of students at
Brentwood (Tenn.) Baptist Church. He is a graduate of Baylor University, Waco,
Texas, and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. He and
his wife have four daughters.
Lytle and his wife, Martha, transferred to Russia in 1992 after 28 years in
Israel, the last 12 years at Baptist: Village near Tel Aviv. From Akron, Ohio, he
is a graduate of Georgetown (Ky.) College and Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. Before missionary appointment he was a pastor and
part-time schoolteacher in Kentucky. The Lytles have three grown children.
A native of Kentucky, Phillips considers Raleigh, N.C., his home town. He is
a graduate of Baylor University and Southern Seminary.
He and his wife, Jackie, were appointed missionaries in 1973. They work d
for about 17 years in church planting in Bordeaux, France. After that, they moved
to the Paris area to do similar work. They have two grown children.
- -30-(BP) photos (three mugshots) mailed March 2 to state Baptist newspapers by
Richmond bureau of Baptist Press. Cutlines available on SBCNet News Room.
Goals s e t for 1999-2000
HMB-state evangelism
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By David Vinfrey
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SAN JUAN, P.R. (BP)--Requesting a new level of cooperation among state Baptist
convention departments, Southern Baptist Home Mission Board evangelism leadership
outlined goals for its Bold Mission Thrust emphasis during 1999 and 2000.
"Just think what we could do if we could all dream the same dream for a
calculated period of time," said Thad Hamilton, HMB director of personal
evangelism. "It would be just amazing."
Noting that "consent and cooperation are two different things," Hamilton said
teamwork between state evangelism, church starting and ministry leadership is
important to reaching these goals.
"Unless Jesus comes back, we're going to try to reach America for Jesus in a
coordinated thrust," Hamilton said. "I don't believe we have ever fully explored
and implemented a plan of cooperation whereby we can marshall all of our people
and all of our resources and all of our calendars to reach people for Christ
during a period of time."
The Southern Baptist Convention's Bold Mission Thrust goals assign emphases to
different agencies and departments. The next evangelism department emphasis will
occur in 1999-2000,Hamilton said.
That emphasis will be characterized by four goals, he said:
- - To take the gospel to every home in America by the year 2000.
- - To have effective harvest events. Such events could be simultaneous
revivals or other activities, he said. ,
- -more--
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- - To involve as many volunteers',as ,po*ssiblein effective evangelism. While
volunteers have been used for evangelism in ther countries, they are not used as
effectively in America, Hamilt n said.
- - To start churches through the evangelistic efforts and reach as many
unreached people groups as possible.
--3o-CORRECTION:
In the (BP) story, "FIRST-PERSON: Corrections officer's faith nudged by
ancient jailer," dated 3/1/95, please note in the fifth paragraph and the writer
identification at the end of the story that Valley Baptist Church is in Appleton
instead of Green Bay.
Thanks,
Baptist Press
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