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Israel-Jordan treaty a moving
moment for SBC president Henry

~

B a p t i s t Press

By Robert OtBrien

10/31/94

ORIANDO, Fla. (BP)--Two little girls bearing flowers symbolized for Jim Henry
how love and peace can flow from a conflict as long and painful as the one between
Israel and Jordan.
The Southern Baptist: Convention president watched from the fourth row of a
select gathering on the Israel-Jordan border Oct. 26 as the two children mounted
the dais where leaders of Tsrael and Jordan would sign a treaty pledging to end 46
years of war.
One was the granddaughter of an Israeli soldier slain in the 1967 Six-Day War,
during which Israel defeated surrounding Arab states and occupied some of their
territory. The other was the granddaughter of a Jordanian soldier killed in the
same conflict.
Together they presented bouquets of flowers to U.S. President Clinton,
Israel's Prime Minister Rabin and Jordan's King Hussein.
Henry, invited by Clinton to join other religious leaders in his
entourage, found the occasion spiritually and emotionally moving - - and an answer
to prayer.
"I've been to Israel many times and been asked by (people) on both sides to
pray for the peace of Jerusalem," said Henry, pastor of First Baptist Church,
Orlando, Fla., in a telephone interview.
"Southern Baptists have prayed for that (peace) for a long time," Henry said.
"We should be grateful that God has heard those prayers and that they are no
longer fighting each other."
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Christians, h added, should "pray for pdace and work for peace, because the
only other way to go is war. All Christians should be vitally interested in what
happens anywhere in the world, but they should pray for the peacemakers because
they risk their lives.
"King Hussein and Prime Minister Rabin have risked a lot for peace and I'm not
sure what will happen to themn in the volatile Middle East, where terrorists take
lives. "When you work at peacemaking there's (often) an awful price to be paid,
but it's a worthwhile price.''
Israelis and Jordanians show such a hunger for peace "that they will do
everything they can to make it work," Henry said. But he noted that, from a
biblical point of view, it will be just one step along the way before lasting
peace will prevail.
"There's going to be some more bloodshed; there's going to be some more
agony and painn as peace is forged in the Middle East, Henry said. "But
biblically, we know that one day there will a lasting peace there."
A speaker in the Israeli Knesset, one of Henry's stops on his tour with the
Clinton entourage, summed up what he means. The man said: "We are the sons and
daughters of a nation who throughout our generations have conquered the loftiest
heights. But between those heights are deep abysses of sorrow. In the words of
the poet, a mountain without a grave at its foot cannot be conquered."
Henry said he believes that Clinton, a Southern Baptist, recognized both th
historical and biblical proportions of the peace treaty signing when he included
key religious leaders and a mix of Arabs, Christians and Jews in a 54-person
delegation he took to the Middle East.
"Before we left, he told me he had talked to (evangelist) Billy Graham about
the significance of the Mideast and this peace treaty. He was elated about what
(that m eting) meant to him. He also told me that he and Hillary had been to
Israel in 1982 with Dr. W.O. Vaught," Clinton's former pastor at Immanuel Baptist
Church in-f;^lttle Rock: "He -wis exaced -a%aut s a c k x g a i n . "
Southern Baptists should be grateful to Clinton, Henry noted, for boosting
Southern Baptist work in Israel by inviting his Arkansas classmate, John Anthony,
to attend the peace treaty signing. The invitation to Anthony, a Southern Baptist
representative to Israel for 21 years, gained new visibility fox him and Southern
Baptist work.
"There are some areas in which we may disagree with the president, but he's
opened up some other doors and we should not overlook that," Henry said.
Henry was struck by the respect the people and leaders of Israel and Jordan
have for the president and the United States.
They respect the fact that the United States offered "assistance and kept
pushing for peace," Henry said. "Had we not done that, there probably would be no
peace there."
He noted Clinton's comment that it is remarkable that the United States can
bring Arab and Jewish Americans to the Middle East to talk about peace, send
Creole-speaking soldiers with a Haitian background to help bring peace to Haiti,
involve Irish-Americans in helping broker a peace process in Ireland, and
accomplish similar roles in other countries with other ethnic Americans.
"There's an unusual mix in America that God can use to help bring people to
peace in the world," Henry said. "We have our struggles here, but: if we in
America can somehow get along in our country, then maybe we can help people in
other countries."
- -3O-Baptists held in Saudi Arabia
sentenced to three months
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RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (BP)--Two Philippine Baptists arrested Aug. 26 for
holding a privat Bible study in Saudi ArabU havenbeensentenced to three months
in jail, according to Christian sources in the Philippines.
- -more- -
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The fate of a third Philippine Ghristgan detained by th Saudis remains
unclear. Five others were released shortly after the meeting was broken up by
Saudi Muslim "religious police."
The eight were arrested for conducting a home Bible study attended only by
Philippine Christian contract workers, sources insist. Saudi Arabian Muslims who
convert to Christianity can face death - - along with those who influence them to
convert.
"They were not evangelizing Muslims," said a Christian worker in the
Philippines who asked not to be named. "The fellowship was made up of all
Filipinos. They're smart enough to know that if they aggressively try to
evangelize, they are sunk, Anybody can be an informant. They were practicing
their faith with their own people in a private home."
Joel Cunanan, the group's leader, reportedly was held for at least two weeks
in solitary confinement after preaching to other prisoners. Cunanan is a member
of Magalang Baptist Church in the Mount Pinatubo area of the Philippines.
"Don't worry too much about me, because our faithful, powerful Lord is with
me," Cunanan wrote in a letter sent to his family and church one day after his
transfer from solitary back to the general prison population.
"We praise and give thanks to the Lord that he has given us the privilege of
having even a small part in the sufferings he experienced," he said. "Thank the
Lord that I haven't been harmed."
Not so fortunate was another Philippine prisoner - - released from the same
prison Sept. 19 - - who was interviewed on a Christian television program when he
returned to the Philippines. That prisoner, a Catholic, was arrested for the
"crime" of receiving religious tracts in the mail from home.
"They took him into custody and beat him severely, apparently from head to
toe," said the Christian worker in the Philippines. "He was led to believe they
were going to kill him. They took him out blindfolded as if they were going to
put him to death, but they let him out at the airport."
The Saudis assumed the man was a missionary, since he had received the
religious materials by mail, and they were "trying to force him to confess,llsaid
the worker. "He testified to some really horrible treatment. There was a lot of
physical abuse and also apparently some sexual abuse."
The man reportedly hesitated to discuss his ordeal even in the Philippines,
fearing retaliation from radical Muslims there or potential harm to Philippine
Christians still being held in Saudi Arabia.
The man informed Cunanan's family that Cunanan had been put in solitary for
"boldly preaching" in the jail and leading other prisoners to faith in Christ. "I
know that Jesus is alive after what I saw take place in that prison," the released
prisoner said.
Friends and family members of the two prisoners hope Saudi authorities count
the two months the pair already has served as part of the sentence, which was
decided in October.
Meanwhile, the American Center for Law and Justice has offered to assist the
Philippine government in seeking the release of Cunanan, his Baptist fellow
prisoner and other Philippine Christians held for practicing their faith in Saudi
Arabia.
The center, founded by American televangelist Pat Robertson, is a public
interest law firm that defends the rights of religious believers in the United
States. It hopes to export its work by beginning an international counterpart to
be located near the United Nations in New York and by encouraging Christian
lawyers in other countries to form similar organizations. Such centers already
operate in Canada and the Philippines.
"Religious freedom is the first freedom of any civilized community - - period,"
said Keith Fournier, center director. wThe church needs to be defended throughout
the world as we head into the next millennium."
- -more- -
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According to the center, the detention of Christian Philippine migrant workers
for nothing other than the private practice of their faith - in Saudi Arabia
violates the United Nations charter, the International Declaration of Human Rights
and several intornational treaties forbidding discrimination based on religion and
protecting migrant workers.
The center's lawyers also have contacted the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations
Committee about the case. Committee staffers reportedly will conduct their own
inquiry.
However, only a sovereign state - - in this case the Philippines - - can bring a
petition of complaint against Saudi Arabia in the United Nations or the
International Court of Justice. It's not clear if the Philippine government will
pursue such a course. Philippine President Fidel Ramos recently visited Saudi
Arabia, but it's not known whether he raised the issue there.
Religious prisoners in Saudi Arabia, especially those from developing nations
like the Philippines, have long suffered physical and psychological torture,
according to human rights groups.
The latest cases also highlight the widespread abuse Philippine workers - religious or not - - suffer in Saudi Arabia and elsewhere in the Mideast and Asia.
Forced or enticed to seek work abroad because o f poverty at home, many such
workers become virtual slaves. Many Philippine women working as domestics also
suffer sexual abuse.
"Some politicians in the Philippines say they should cut out all overseas
contract workers, just because of the kind of abuse they receive," said the
Christian observer.
"It's the same all across the Middle East. We just cringe when we hear of
someone getting ready to go. Every time they go they're gambling with their life
that iheylre going to go into a decent situation - - and get paid. Neither of
those is guaranteed. It may be in writing, but in reality it's a gamble."
- -30-What you can do:
When America talks, Saudi Arabia listens - - because of strategic political,
economic and military ties between the two nations. You can write your U.S.
senator or representative. Or you can appeal directly to the Saudi Arabian
government for the freedom of Joel Cunanan, and for basic human and religious
rights for other Philippine workers in Saudi Arabia, by contacting the Saudi
ambassador to the United States:
His Royal Highness, Prince Bandar Bin Sultan, Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia,
601 New Hampshire Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20037, Telephone: (202) 342-3800,
Fax (202) 337-3233.

--

trials started;
pro-lifers decry effort
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RU 486

By Tom Strode

10/31/94

WASHINGTON (BP)--The availability in the United States of the French abortion
pill, RU 486, moved a step closer to reality with the Oct. 27 announcement that
clinical trials are in progress in more than a dozen clinics in the country.
More than 2,100 women over the age of 18 and in the early stages of pregnancy
will participate in the trials, which were announced by The Population Council in
New York City. In May, The Population Council received the United States patent
to the drug by donation from Roussel Uclaf, the French company which developed RU
486.
RU 486, also known as mifepristone, is used with a prostaglandin, misoprostol,
to induce abortion in women in the early weeks of pregnancy. It is legal in
France, Great Britain and Sweden. While The Population Council said more than
150,000 women have used RU 486 safely in Europe, the National Right to Life
Committe has said the drug has caused the death.of a woman and injuries to
others.
- -more--
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The Population Council's president, wargaret Catley-Carlson,said the
organization believes "this procedure will provide an equally safe alternative to
surgical abortion ... . Women who have used this regimen report it is similar to
a natural miscarriage."
The council hopes to have RU 4 8 6 on the market in 1996, a spokesperson said.
Pro-life organizations decried the trials, although they had been expected.
"It is a tragedy that pro-abortion advocates want to use women as guinea
pigs," National Right to Life President Wanda Franz said in a prepared statement.
"By bringing RU 486 into this country, 'The De-Population Council' has
effectively taken aim and fired at women's and children's health," said Ben
Mitchell, consultant on biomedical and life issues for the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commission.
The tests will occur in more than 12 clinics but in fewer than 20, The
Population Council said, but it refused to reveal the sites. The Planned
Parenthood Federation of America, however, announced six of its affiliates are
trial sites. They are in Houston; San Diego; Aurora, Colo.; Des Moines, Iowa;
Willston, Vt.; and Cambridge, Mass. Other sites were described by The Population
Council as hospital-based clinics, Feminist Health Center facilities and
free-standing abortion clinics.
Planned Parenthood President Pamela Maraldo hailed the trials and those
responsible for them.
"Credit must go to President Clinton and to Health and Human Services
Secretary Donna Shalala for standing by their commitment to make mifepristone a
reality for American women," she said in a written release.
On his third day in office in 1993, Clinton directed the Food and Drug
Administration to determine if the import ban on RU 486 should be lifted. At the
time, pro-life leaders predicted the federal government would do all it could to
gain approval for the drug. When the donation of the drug's United States patent
was announced in May, Shalala said
Roussel Uclaf had done so after repeated urgings by the Clinton administration.
Clinton and Shalala share the ultimate blame for "unlocking the doors of this
arsenal in the assault on unborn babies," the CLC's Mitchell said. "History will
not be kind to this administration.
"We ought to bombard the president, Congress and The Population Council with
phone calls and letters. The generations which follow ours need to know that we
adamantly protested."
The CLC has joined NRLC and other organizations in calling for a boycott of
the products of Hoechst-Roussel Pharmaceuticals and Copley Pharmaceutical, which
are American subsidiaries of Hoechst AG, the parent company of Roussel Uclaf.
According to The Population Council, the trials will determine the "safety,
efficacy, acceptability and feasibility" of using the technique in the first nine
weeks of pregnancy and to compile information for the drug's registration with the
FDA.
The council is not an abortion advocate, Catley-Carlson said in a written
statement, although it promotes the "development of alternative safe methods of
abortion."
The procedure for RU 4 8 6 requires at least three visits to a clinic, according
to The Population Council. On the first visit, the woman takes three tablets of
RU 486, then returns two days later for two tablets of misoprostol. After a
four-hour stay at the clinic on this second visit, about 70 percent of women have
an abortion, according to the council. The remainder of women will abort after
they leave the
clinic. Two weeks after the first visit, the woman returns to make sure the
abortion is complete. If it is incomplete, a surgical abortion is done. Failure
occurs in about 4 percent of women, according to the council.
RU 4 8 6 causes the lining of the uterus to release the human embryo, while
misoprostol causes the uterus to contract, expelling the child's body.
- 30. -
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By Lonnie Wilkey

CLARKSVILLE, Tenn. (BP)*-Two congregations, one white and one black, have
joined together in what may be the first effort of its kind in Tennessee.
Gracey Avenue Baptist Church, an older white congregation in Clarksville,
Tenn., and Greater St. James Mission, a 2-year-oldcongregation sponsored by
Gracey Avenue, celebrated "Partnership Day" Oct. 2.
The two congregations will maintain separate identities but will use the same
building and church facilities. Greater St. James previously had met in a rented
building, but had outgrown the facilities.
Gracey Avenue will worship on Sundays at 9 a.m., while Greater St. James will
worship at 11:20 a.m. The two churches have joined together for a joint Sunday
school at 10:15.
Each church will maintain separate offerings and separate prayer meetings on
Wednesday nights. The churches will share utility bills and expenses and both
pastors will have offices at the church.
While black churches have had access to white churches in the state, this
appears to be the first time a church facility has been used in a partnership
agreement by both black and white churches, said Gracey Avenue pastor James
Redding, a former staff member in the Tennessee Baptist Convention missions
department .
Willie McPherson, director of the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board's black
church extension division, acknowledged what the two Clarksville churches are
doing "is not something that happens with regularity."
"I'm sure there are some churches that have done it, but it's rare," McPherson
said, adding he "doesn't know o f any such effort that involves an African-American
church.
McPherson said what the two Clarksville churches have done is "a good idea."
"We need to have more churches across our convention willing to share
facilities ... until one is strong enough to have its own building."
Redding said the two churches have been studying the possibility of sharing
facilities since June.
For Gracey Avenue, he said, the benefit is having an enlarged ministry and the
opportunity to reach its community which is at: least 50 percent black. "Joining
with Greater St. James Mission will allow us to minister to the whole community,"
Redding said.
Redding noted the benefit to Greater St. James Mission, which began in January
1993, is that it will have larger facilities.
Also, Redding added, working in cooperation with Gracey Avenue members will
provide their workers opportunities to learn more about who Southern Baptists are
and give them some training as teachers. "It is an opportunity for them (Greater
St. James Mission) to have a growing experience," Redding said.
Bedding acknowledged a few Gracey Avenue members were not in favor of the
action and left. The majority of the church, however, supported the move.
"There's an excitement in this church we haven't seen in a long time," the pastor
observed.
Redding pointed out Gracey Avenue is a transition community and has been for
the past 15-20 years as more and more whites moved out of the community and
African-Americans moved in.
Although the church has tried to minister to the African- Americans, "we
realiz there are cultural differences that kept us from ministering to the
community."
"Now, we will minister side by side," Redding said.
Greater St. James pastor James Brigham also is excited and pleased about the
mov .
"I'm looking forward to being a part of this," Brigham said. "I feel the Lord
has directed the two congregations to follow this path."
- -more--
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Th mission pastor observed the church is excited to be part of the Southern
Baptist family.
"Eyes have not seen and ears have not heard all the good things that will come
from .this relationship," Brigham said.
- -30--

Baptist Press
10/31/94

Kansas-Nebraska Baptists begin
50-year anniversary celebration

LINCOLN, Neb. (BP)--The Kansas-Nebraska Convention of Southern Baptists kicked
off its 50th anniversary celebration during the convention's 49th annual meeting
Oct. 24-26 at Southview Baptist Church, Lincoln, Neb.
The convention was challenged to celebrate what God has done and anticipate
the future, as the 50th anniversary celebration will culminate during the 1995
annual meeting.
Nearly 560 people attended this year's meeting, including 331 registered
messengers and 227 visitors.
Southview, the host church, is the oldest Southern Baptist church in Nebraska,
founded in September 1955.
Messengers re-elected all officers by acclamation, including president, Carl
Garrett, pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church, Overland Park, Kan.; vice president,
Neal Alford, pastor of First Baptist Church, Douglass, Kan.; recording secretary,
Bryan Jones, pastor of Wanamaker Road Baptist Church, Topeka, Kan.; assistant
recording secretary, Marie Clark, a consultant with Kansas City (Kan.) Baptist
Association; and historian, James Shope, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church,
Columbus , Kan .
Messengers approved five resolutions which opposed all forms of gambling,
including all efforts to legalize casinos in Kansas and Nebraska; opposed
abortion; urged Kansas-Nebraska Southern Baptists to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of WCSB and the 150th anniversary of the Southern Baptist Convention;
affirmed the "True Lave Waits" campaign for sexual chastity until marriage; and
thanked the host church.
The program featured a keynote address by Jimmy Draper, president of the
Baptist Sunday Schoal Board, and Bible studies led by Russell Dilday. Dilday is
distinguished professor of homiletics and special assistant to the president at
Baylor University in Waco, Texas.
During the president's address in the closing session, Garrett declared the
coming year as a time of celebration for Kansas-Nebraska Southern Baptists. He
challenged the crowd to remember Bold Mission Thrust and "go home and support the
Cooperative Program."
Messengers approved the 1995 KNCSB budget of $3,712,524. This is a decrease
of .7 percent from 1994. A total of $1,947,942 is anticipated to come from
Cooperative Program receipts from Kansas-Nebraska Southern Baptist churches.
Disbursements to the national Cooperative Program will remain at 30 percent.
The 1995 KNCSB annual meeting will be Oct. 16-17 at Pleasantview Baptist
Church, Derby, Kan. The final session will be held at Century 11 Music Hall in
Wichita.
--3o-EDITORS' NOTE: The following story replaces one with the same headline posted by
Baptist Press 10/28/94.
Floodwater recedes in Texas;
Baptist efforts just beginning

By Steve Barber

Baptist Press
10/31/94

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)--As floodwater in Texas receded along with most coverage
by national media organizations, a Southern Baptist disaster official said the
denomination's relief efforts are jusr beginning.
- -mare- -
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"We're going to need volunteers for a long time," said Bob Dixon, the director
of Texas Baptist Men who served as Texas off-site response coordinator during the
week of Oct. 24. "There will be lots of cleanup to do. The damage estimates I've
seen are astronomical, close to $700 million. I've been doing disastex relief in
Texas for 27 years, and this is the worst flooding event ever."
Dixon said he had received an "excellent" response thus far from Southern
Baptist volunteers trained to do mass feeding and child care in disaster
situations. On Oct. 22, units from Oklahoma and Louisiana joined several Texas
units already operating. Tennessee and Mississippi units arrived Oct. 27 and 28,
respectively.
In all, Texas has five feeding units and one child care unit operating at
locations across southeast Texas. Oklahoma, Louisiana and Tennessee were
operating one feeding unit each. A child care unit from Mississippi was operating
in Ros nberg, Texas.
Dixon said meal counts had risen to an average of 20,000 per day. He expected
the number to increase as residents returned to their homes and as volunteers
arrived to assist in the cleanup. Child care units were welcoming about 100
children per day.
The total meal count for all Southern Baptist units as of Oct. 30 was 165,903,
not counting those served by individual churches.
Officials at the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission said prospective
volunteers for the cleanup and rebuilding phases of the relief effort should
contact their state convention's Brotherhood department.
The Brotherhood Commission coordinates initial, multi-state disaster responses
on behalf of Southern Baptists from its Memphis headquarters. Units for feeding
and child care are owned by the Brotherhood departments of state Southern Baptist
conventions and by local associations and churches.
Those wishing to make donations for disaster relief may send contributions to
the Brotherhood Commission, 1548 Poplar Ave., Memphis TN 38104, or to the Home
Mission Board, 1350 Spring St. N.W., Atlanta, GA 30367. Designate the gift for
flood relief.
- -30-Volunteers give of time
to help Texas flood victims

By Tim Yarbrough

Baptist Press
10/31/94

ANGLETON, Texas (BP)--It's vacation time, but the last place you'll find
Roscoe England is on the beach.
Like hundreds of other Southern Baptist disaster relief and child care
volunteers, England, of Knoxville, Tenn., isn't spending his vacation soaking up
the sun on an exotic beach, but burning the midnight oil serving Houston-area
residents displaced by flooding.
This is the third week of vacation that England, a machinist with
Martin-Marietta in Oak Ridge, has spent serving on a Tennessee Baptist Convention
disaster relief unit. '
"I receive a blessing from it," England, a member of Ball Camp Baptist Church,
Knoxville, said with a smile. "It has to be a calling ... there's really no other
way to explain it. In fact, I think you might have to be just a little bit crazy
to do this kind of work."
The Tennessee unit rolled onto the fairgrounds at Angleton'early Thursday
morning, Oct. 27, after a 26-hour drive from Franklin. Through a lot of hard work
and sweat, the Tennesseans were preparing meals for hungry Angleton-area residents
by nightfall.
By Friday, they were preparing thousands of meals for dis,tributionby the
American Red Cross (ARC). About 150 residents of an ARC shelter at the
fairgrounds r ceive meals daily at a serving line set up by the Tennessee
volunteers.
- -more--
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Disaster relief units feeding and ch$ld care units from Texas first responded
to Houston-area flooding Oct. 19. Units from Tennessee, Oklahoma, Louisiana and
Mississippi soon followed. In all, more than 165,000 meals have been prepared for
distribution to flood victims. Childxen-receiving child care have numbered in the
hundreds.
Child care volunteer Donna Swarts of Corinth Baptist Church, Magee, Miss.,
said helping parents and children overcome the trauma of losing everything they
own after disaster is what child care ministry is about.
Child care allows parents to process claims through the American Red Cross and
take care of other matters, helping them to begin to pull their lives together,
she said.
"I've had children grab both sides of my face and shake me because they didn't
want to be left by their parents," said Swarts, team leader of the Mississippi
unit which arrived in Angleton Oct. 29. "We do everything we can to calm them
down. We do what we do because w e love Jesus Christ."
While the children brought to the child care unit initially can be
apprehensive because of all they've been through, child care workers quickly get
them into activities like making crafts or playing with toys.
Each child is given a coloring book and other goodies, as well as snacks while
staying at the child care unit. A special kit containing toiletries is given to
parents.
"We pick the children up and hold them. We give them comfort," said Swarts.
"A lot of times the children just want you to spend time with them because, for
whatever reason, their parents haven't been able to do that."
"We've had children come in here who have said the water is up over their
heads in their houses," said Oklahoma child care volunteer Coy Shelby of First
Baptist Church, Midwest City, Okla. "Most have lost everything." Shelby and
other Oklahoma child care volunteers are located at the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in Liberty.
The camaraderie of disaster relief and child volunteers like those at Angleton
is evident as one makes his way through their well-organized food preparation
facility.
Between the hectic cooking and cleanup times, team members exchange "war"
stories of past disaster responses. Every few minutes the roar of laughter echoes
in and around the Tennessee tents which have been erected underneath the open-air
fairground buildings.
Several buildings away, Brookside resident Howard H. Hyde, a Marine veteran
confined to a wheelchair, sits inside the ARC shelter with hundreds of other
displaced residents of all ages. As he talks, he thanks the volunteers for the
meals they prepare.
"It's good and it's eatable," said Hyde, who was found by relatives sitting
helplessly in four feet of water during the early days of flooding. "After all,
it's what they're supposed to do."
As the ministry of disaster relief has grown, more Southern Baptist volunteers
are getting the chance to "do what they're supposed to do."
"Anyone who can use a mop or a broom or who can wash pots and pans can do
this," laughed Ed Simpson of McLemoresville Baptist Church, Trezevant, Tenn.
"This is a way I can give of my time. I figure I've given 65 days to the Lord
this year and I'm ready to give more."
At Kingwood Plaza Hospital in Kingwood north of Houston, the work of Louisiana
volunteers is tested.
"There was a cat that had been stuck in a tree for days and no one could get
it down," said Cal Jones, Louisiana Brotherhood director, relating a story told to
him by an American Red Cross emergency response vehicle (ERV) driver. "That day we
cooked boned chicken ... the ERV driver said it was the only thing they could find
to get the cat out of that tree."
Southern Baptist volunteers share a common call to h lp others suffering
during disaster.
--more--

10/31/94

Pag 10

Baptist

re&

'

W.P. Lofton, owner of an insurance agency in Winnsboro, La., understands what
the flood victims are going through all too well.
"I have a special feeling for these people because I work with disaster all
the time," satd Lofton.. "I can relate to their needs in a real way."
The Brotherhood Commission coordinates initial and multi-state disaster
responses on behalf of Southern Baptists from its Memphis headquarters. Units for
feeding and child care are owned by the Brotherhood departments of state Southern
Baptist conventions and by local associations and churches.
Those wishing to make donations for disaster relief may send contributions to
the Brotherhood Commission, 1548 Poplar Ave., Memphis TN 38104, or to the Home
Mission Board, 1350 Spring St. N.W., Atlanta, GA 30367. Designate the gift for
flood relief.

- -30- -

(BP) photos of disaster relief and child care volunteers are available upon
request from the Brotherhood Commission. Yarbrough is the editor in the Adults in
Missions department at the Brotherhood Commission.
Europe's English-speaking churches
feel money pinch, but press on
By Mike Creswell

Baptist Press
10/31/94

METTERICH, Germany (BP)--English-speaking Baptist churches in Europe are
feeling a financial pinch because so many members with the American military have
left, but their zeal for starting churches burns on.
That was the summary view during the 31st annual meeting of the European
Baptist Convention Oct. 26-27 in Metterich, Germany.
More than 100 convention messengers from across the continent approved a 1995
budget of $350,065, a cut of more than $43,000 from this year's budget. Receipts
so Ear from the 61 member churches are funding about 83 percent of the current
budget, reported John Merritt, a Southern Baptist missionary who serves as general
secretary of the convention.
Convention churches spread across 20 European nations-maintain close ties to
the Southern Baptist Convention. Most of its pastors are either Southern Baptist
missionaries or volunteers. Currently the European convention is in a partnership
with Arkansas Baptists.
Two more EBC churches have closed in the last year, following up on earlier
closings. One in Germany closed because of continuing U.S. military withdrawals,
which are sending hundreds of thousands of U.S. soldiers and their families back
to the United States. A second church in Norway closed because illness forced the
departure of a volunteer pastor.
But 15 new churches have been started in the last three years, many of them in
Eastern European countries. By January churches are expected to begin in
Rotterdam, Netherlands; Nice, France; and Bratislava, Slovakia. A church started
a year ago in Moscow now has about 100 members, reported pastor Brad Stamey. He
presented a check for $600 to help repay the startup funds the convention invested
in launching the Moscow congregation.
Despite the financial pinch, the 1995 budget will move the convention closer
to self-support by funding the salary of its top executive officer. Through 1994
Merritt has received his salary from the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.
Merritt termed the move a "giant step forward" for the convention, which already
provides his housing and transportation costs.
Two Arkansas Baptists preached several times at an evangelism conference
preceding the annual session.
In a dramatic description of Jesus' agony in Gethsemene before going to the
cross, Rex Horne said, "He was willing to face it because of the love he had for
you and me, to step out of light and the presence of God, to walk in darkness, to
take our sin that we might be saved. That" how,much he loves m and how much he
loves you."
- -more--
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Horne is pastor of Immanuel Baptist.Church in Little Rock, Ark., President
Bill Clinton's home church.
Paul McClung described walking down the streets of Trier and other cities of
Germany and seeing crowds of peopl . "For the life of me I can,'t tell by looking
at them if they have trusted Christ or not," said McClung, an associate in the
evangelism department of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention in Little Rock.
As he urged European Baptists to be evangelistic, he likened sharing the
gospel with fishing. "Fishermen keep throwing till they find something (the fish
will) bite. In the gospel we can't be any different," he said.
--3o--

ABP directors adopt budget
discuss funds, distribution

By Linda Lawson

Baptist Press
10/31/94

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--Directors of Associated Baptist Press adopted a 1995
budget of $238,160 during an Oct. 28 meeting while grappling with ideas for
broadening distribution and fund-raising to secure a longer-term future for the
4-year-oldnews service.
Meeting at the Freedom Forum First Amendment Center in Nashville, Tenn., they
also approved a resolution clarifying the relationship of ABP with the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship, an organization of moderate Southern Baptists which is the
largest source of ABP funding. Begun in 1990 as an alternative to Baptist Press,
the official news service of the Southern Baptist Convention, ABP is governed by a
21-member board.
The 1995 budget represents a 4 percent increase over projected 1994 revenue
and expenses of $228,991. Most of the 1995 revenue, $213,710, is expected to come
from contributions from individuals, churches, state conventions and
organizations. Subscription fees are expected t o generate $23,150 and interest
from investments, another $1,300.
Directors voted to authorize its finance, budget and investment committee to
continue exploring investment options through state convention foundations for ABP
r serves of approximately $60,000.
Executive editor Greg Warner called 1995 projected revenues msobering" in that
"budget and revenue lines are coming closer together. That means we must become
more aggressive in our fund-raising efforts to generate growth money," he said.
He called for a "realistic and systematic" approach to fund-raising.
The board adopted three recommendations from its fund-raising committee,
including establishment of an endowment fund, conducting a series of ABP awareness
dinners in selected cities and creating an advisory committee to raise funds in
support of the endowment. The advisory committee will include directors and other
supporters.
After discussing the need to broaden distribution of ABP, directors voted to
establish a strategic planning committee to review the mission of ABP, set
objectives and develop strategies.
"The quality and value of what we have now fuels our need for a strategic
planning committee," Charles Overby, president of the Freedom Forum based in
Arlington, Va., said.
While AEP currently is distributed electronically and by fax and mail to
approximately 180 state Baptist newspapers, daily newspapers, agencies, churches
and individuals, Overby said "we've got the best information. It's big-league.
It's time to get our distribution into a big-league modus operandi." He
challenged staff and directors to explore electronic options such as the Internet
and emphasize "getting the word out to as many people as possible."
Vice chairman Carl Kell, professor of communication and broadcasting at
Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green, agreed. "We've got to g e t over the
hump of paying bills and on with the task of achieving our mission."
-more.-
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M anwhile, directors learned ABP soon will begin providing an abbreviated
version of its news releases as part of the basic service on BaptistNet, a
computer information service of Smyth & Helwys publishers, a Macon, Ga., publisher
which targets resources primarily to moderate Southern Baptist churches.
Warner said BaptistNet currently has about 60 subscribers and a goal of
reaching 1,000.
Th resolution on the relationship between ABP and CBF notes "many
intersecting interests1'of the two organizations, 'principally the privilege of
protecting cherished Baptist freedoms, Both the founding of ABP and the funding
it receives through the Fellowship and other sources are based on a commitment to
preserve a free, unfettered flow of information among Baptists.'
The resolution expresses appreciation to CBF for "channeling significant
funding to ABP from the gifts of Baptist churches and individuals. The Fellowship
has done this without seeking any control or undue influence over ABP. The
Fellowship and its members do not expect or receive preferential treatment from
ABP.

"

In discussing the purpose of the resolution, directors agreed it was intended
to address misconceptions by non-CBF churches and individuals about ABP's
relationship to CBF. They agreed the resolution would be sent to CBF headquarters
for information purposes.
Directors also adopted personnel policies and guidelines for the news service.
They heard a number of reports, including results of an ABP content survey.
The three topics generating the largest number of stories were government and
politics, 22 percent or 128 stories; Southern Baptist Convention and its agencies,
21 percent or 122 stories; and social and ethical issues, 16 percent or 94
stories.
ABP stories which generated the most use related to the firing of Russell
Dilday as president of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 17 uses, and
coverage of a meeting of conservative Southern Baptist leaders, 13 uses.
In the first six months of 1994, 24 Baptist state papers used at least one of
the 342 ABP stories generated during the period. State papers using the largest
numb r of ABP stories were Kentucky, 141; Virginia, 90; Florida, 81; and North
Carolina, 80. Associate executive editor Bob Allen noted those totals include
stories initiated by staffs of the papers for their own use and released to ABP.
Warner noted in light of the recent resignation of Jack Brymer as editor of
the Florida Baptist Witness that usage of ABP stories could decrease in some state
papers. Usage of ABP had been one point of conflict between Brymer and the
Witness board.
In other reports, M a m Knox, editor of the Kentucky Western Recorder and chair
of the internship committee, noted ABP will offer its first summer internship to a
college student in 1995.
Kell, chair of the awards committee, said ABP will give its second annual
Religious Freedom Award in 1995. The first: was awarded to Brymer at an Oct. 27
banquet .
Directors elected a new slate of officers including Jeff Mobley, a Nashville
attorney, chair; Ardelle Clemons, Greenville, S.C., vice chair; Hugh Greene,
Jacksonville, Fla., secretary; and Don McGregor of Jackson, Miss., treasurer.
They accepted McGregorls resignation as executive director of ABP, but he will
continue to serve as a board member.
They voted to meet as a full board in April 1995 in Atlanta; in July, perhaps
only with the executive committee, in Fort Worth, Texas, in connection with the
annual CBF meeting; and in October, perhaps in Charlotte, N.C.
--3O-The text of the resolution on the relationship between ABP and CBF is posted in
the SBCNet News Room.
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By Marty Croll

FAIRBANKS, Alaska (3P)--A sup rior court judge has dismissed accusations of
immorality in a case involving a Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board trustee
fired from his high school teaching job in April 1993.
The trustee, Rodney Duncan, is the son of Bill Duncan, executive director of
the Alaska Baptist Convention, and has been a board trustee since 1988.
Judge Mary Greene's final ruling came in late October. She originally ruled
on the issue in September, but the school district that fired Duncan asked her to
reconsider her decision. The district has filed an appeal of her decision with
the state Supreme Court.
Greene ruled the school district failed during a four-day hearing in June to
prove immorality on Duncan's part. Further, the judge ruled she will limit the
district's overall case against Duncan to charges of insubordination when he
appeals his firing to her court, according to transcripts from Alaska's Fourth
Judicial District Superior Court. His appeal is scheduled to be heard in January.
In Alaska, a public school teacher can be fired for immorality,
insubordination or incompetence. Incompetence was never stated as an issue in the
case.
Community supporters of Duncan in the controversial case, reported last year
by Baptist Press, claim he was caught in a crossfire of differing views on the
teacher-student relationship, religious freedom issues and local politics. He now
teaches at a private Christian school in the area.
Attorneys for the school district had asked Greene to hear evidence in January
relating to 12 charges they originally brought against Duncan. Those accusations
were revealed to the school board during an administrative hearing in which the
board fired him by a 5-1 vote.
But Greene's ruling limits the district's case only to charges the school
board upheld when Duncan appealed his firing to the board two months later. Those
charges primarily center around Duncan's allegedly forceful expression of personal
religious views at school and his involvement: out of school with students.
Notably missing in the school board's written decision after Duncan's June
1993 appeal - - which failed in a 3-3 deadlock - - was any mention of an accusation
that triggered widespread public speculation and a criminal investigation by
Alaska state police. The school district also conducted a far-reaching
investigation into Duncan's personal life and past.
The investigations stemmed from the complaint of a parent who implied Duncan
had made sexual advances to students. She accused Duncan of offering to buy
pornographic pictures of her foster son and his girlfriend. But Duncan said the
boy, whom he characterized as a "problem student," used him as an alibi in the
boy's own wrongdoing. No criminal charges were filed.
Duncan works with youth and music ministries at Cross Roads Baptist Church in
North Pole, where he lives. He also has traveled extensively with students in
conjunction with national educational travel organizations.
The accusation and ensuing investigation caught him by surprise, he said. He
has repeatedly received recognition in the North Pole community and in his
profession during his 17-year teaching career at North Pole High School.
After losing in his appeal to the school board, Duncan said he was considering
filing a defamation suit against the school district.
--3O-Church members refurbish house
to build church in Indonesia
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LAKE PARK, Fla. (BP)--Where on earth could you build a whole church for
$ 3 , OOO?

- -more--
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The answer is Indonesia, and the Brotherhood of First Baptist Church, Lak
Park, Fla., found a way to give th needed funds to their friends in the faraway
land without taking up an offering.
Several months ago the church was visited by Southern Baptist foreign
missionaries Greg and Shelly Bruckert. The Bruckerts were on leave from their
mission field of Indonesia. Among other things the Bruckerts told the
congregation, they said they were praying for $3,000 to build a church there.
A number of First Baptist members were impressed with the idea that so much
could be done with so little, and they set out to find the money. Not wanting to
solicit donations, the Brotherhood and one of the Sunday school classes learned of
a person in the neighborhood wanting to hire someone to paint a 70-year-oldhouse.
A painting contractor estimated the job was worth $3,500, so the group contracted
to do the work for $3,000.
For three consecutive Saturdays, 15 to 20 men donated their time to the
project. In the hot Florida sun they scraped and painted, replaced rotted wood
trim and even installed a peel-and-stickfloor. Many say the result couldn't be
more beautiful. What was an ugly gray "monster" of a house is now a lovely peach
color with white trim.
The workers not only supplied their friends in Indonesia with money for a new
church, but they formed close bonds with each other, sharing a sense of
accomplishment and pride in what they had done.
" - 30-Theological, doctrinal illness
afflicting churches, Mohler warns
By Joni 8 . Hannigan

Baptist Press
10/31/94

GREENFIELD, Ind. (BP)--"Something has happened in this generation of Jesus
Christ ... we are outnumbered, outmaneuvered, out of step and without much
influence," said R. Albert Mohler Jr. at the annual meeting of the Metropolitan
Baptist Association.
R. Albert Mohler Jr., president of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, Ky., spoke during the association's mid-October meeting at Calvary
Baptist Church, Greenfield, Ind.
If influence is considered, today's churches suffer from "theological anemia
and doctrinal amnesiai*and can't possibly threaten the world in its present state,
Mohler said.
"The church as a whole is absolutely unarmed for the culture," Mohler
the church also is an
declared. Beyond being in an increasingly "pagan cultureIi*
increasingly "pagan church," he said.
Comparing the modern church with the nation of Israel described in
Deuteronomy, chapter 6, Mohler said, "The Lord expects no less from his church
than he expected of Israel."
Deuteronomy's teaching is central to the New Testament because it illustrates
the setting apart for the Lord and for truth in the belief of the one true God,
and that is the most important distinctive for the New Testament church, said
Mohler .
Citing a Southern Baptist Home Mission Board statistic that 70 percent of
Southern Baptist churches are either "plateaued or declining," Mohler noted there
are serious underlying spiritual problems that have created this problem.
"This statistic should come as one of those clanging bells on a ship that
tells us that danger is imminent if we do not shift our course as a denomination,"
warned Mohler. **Itdoes not matter how strong we are now; we will be weak and
declining in the future."
Southern Baptists have not yet begun to address this issue, because they have
become comfortable with greatness that: has'distinguished the denomination in the
past, said Mohler.
- -more--
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To combat this "theological anemia and doctrinal amnesia," the church of the
baby boomer generation must seek to be the New Testament church in spite of the
obvious expression of narcissism and self-fulfillment that often leaves little
distinction between a social club and the church, he said.
Baptists are "regenerated people" called unto God to "embrace the truth of the
gospel - - to love the truth of the gospel," Mohler said. God is a "jealous" god
who hates error, he said, referring to the text of the passage in Deuteronomy,
chapter six.
Discipline also is an important distinction in a New Testament church, Mohler
said. In the past, associations and the local church spent time protecting its
own " thical integrity," he said.
In reference to church members who do not attend regularly, Mohler targeted
the idea of non-resident membership and said, "theologically, there is no such
thing as a non-resident disciple."
In discipline, the church has considered itself more "open-minded"but, like
society, only grows more "close-hearted" in the process, Mohler said.
Not just doctrine and discipline are key, said Mohler, but diligence also is
important.
"I am noc so sure we are teaching our children the Word of God," Mohler said,
claiming "remedial education is needed in the church" as a result of the lack of
what used to be training union, then church training and now discipleship
training, practiced by a small number of churches.
"Children who are adults now...were never taught," he said, bemoaning the lack
of leadership in the church. Sunday school is being used to replace teaching the
disciplines of the church, but it falls short because it cannot be evangelistic
and at the same time teach those who are at all different levels, he said.
"We need to assume our responsibility" to teach the truth and teach well,
Mohler said.
Referring again to Israel, Mohler reminded, "The Lord brought us out that he
might bring us in.
"This means that we who were no people are now his people. The stone that the
builders rejected has now become the cornerstone of the temple, made of living
stones, and those stones are ourselves."
The local church, associations, state conventions and the Southern Baptist
Convention "had better pay heed lest we come to the end of our days and find
Ichabod written all over what we have done."
The denomination faces great opportunities in the 21st century with the
opening of Eastern Europe and, in America, remarkable growth rates in the Great
Lakes states, he said.
"Right here is ground zero," said Mohler, pledging support for Southern
Seminary to work in partnership with Indiana in a "spirit of expectancy."
"God will bring us truer to himself, with purity of truth, purity of our
testimonies, and persistence in teaching, and by that will judge us," Mohler said.
--3o--

Hannigan is a correspondent for the Indiana Baptist newsjournal.
Mohler stresses importance
of Christian world v i e w

Baptist Press

By Marty O'Gwynn

10/31/94

SHAWNEE, Okla. (BP) - -What will be the shape of the 'SouthernBaptist Convention
in a post-modern world?
"It must be ready to assume new challenges. It must be mission-driven. It
must be worldwide in vision. It must be ready for deployment. It must be focused
on congregations ever anew - - as is always true for Baptists."
That was the assertion of R. Albert Mohler Jr., president of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, as he delivered the 29th Hobbs Lecture at Oklahoma Baptist
University Oct. 26.
--more--
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"The post-modern age represents a diff r nt way of looking at the world,"
Mohler said. "We will face the chall nge to develop a Christian world view."
That world view should include an understanding of the world view of others,
he said.
"When we all share a common world view, we pay little attention to it. But
when we face a collision with other views, it becomes very important," Mohler
said.
Quoting Paul's instruction to early Christians to "renew" their minds, Mohler
said th "development of a Christian mind means to think Christianly, reflect
Christianly and learn Christianly."
'The importance of a Christian mind can hardly be overemphasized," he
continued. "It is a matter of how we think that is demonstrated by how we live.
"What a challenge to live like Christians, to show the world what it means to
live as disciples in a time like this," he said. "The world can't help but tak
notice. "
Stressing a post-modern Christian world view must be based on biblical truth,
Mohler called the 1900s the "century of relativity." He cited a study by pollster
George Barna that showed more than 80 percent of Americans reject the concept of
absolute truth.
"Where there is no absolute truth, there is no Christianity. That was
asserted by Jesus himself," said Mohler. "Our current situation is 'He has his
truth. She has her truth. We all have our own truth, and truth is absolutely
relative.'"
As they, seek to teach and preach the gospel in a world of religious pluralism,
Christians must hold a world view that allows them to be effective witnesses,
Mohl r stressed.
"The danger is that in the name of tolerance we have compromised our witness,"
he said. nIn the name of pluralism we have surrendered the truth.
"The Scripture speaks without equivocation," he said. "In a culture that
seeks a multiple choice question on every exam, we must not: fail to stand for the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is - - and always has been - - the only message
of salvation.'
As part of a contemporary Christian world view, Mohler said Southern Baptists
must "forge a new denominationalism which neither forfeits the past nor misses the
future."
From the convention's beginning in 1845, Southern Baptist leaders "determined
if this denomination was to be marked by anything, it would be an unquestioned and
absolute, unhesitant commitment to missions," he said. "The question is whether
or not we will meet conviction with passion and whether we'll meet what we know
with what we must do."

- -3o--

Seminarian finds ministry
b tween the goal l i n e s

By Dwayne Hastings

Baptist Press
10/31/94

RALEIGH, N.C. (BP)--Saturday afternoons find many seminary students scrambling
to prepare a sermon - - but not Doug Mize. In the fall, he spends Saturday
afternoons in a football uniform dodging defensive linemen.
Mize, a third-year master of divinity student at Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C., is a place kicker for the Raleigh
Dragons, a semiprofessional team in the Carolina Football League.
A former soccer player at Wingate (N.C.) College, Mize views his athletic
ability as a gift from God and his opportunity to play professional football as a
ministry opportunity.
"I really believe God put me here on this team to serve him," Mize said. "I
may not be working on s rmons for Sunday mbrning, or planning youth activities, but
this is a ministry. These guys ne d the Lord just like everybody else."
- -more--
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His teammates call Mize "Preacher" and he is considered by many of them to be
the spiritual leader of the team. He leads in the prayers before and after the
game and makes sure his conversation is amply punctuated with the good news of
Jesus.
"I figure the game prayer is the only prayer some of these guys are going to
hear all week. Without exception in my prayers, I talk about Jesus and what he
has done for us."
Mize admitted he is not always sure his witness is being heard: "I'm so glad
I'm getting to share Christ with these guys, but I sometimes walk away, saying,
'Lord, they didn't accept you, they said they weren't interested.' That's when I
have to really kick in my faith. I may not see my witness making any yardage with
them, but I know that if I am faithful, God is going to use me for whatever
purpose he has."
The Winston-Salem, N.C., native knows what it is like to be struggling without
Christ. He said it was his parent's divorce when he was 13-years-oldthat jolted
him into realizing he needed the Lord.
"I had leaned on my parents really hard to define who and what I was, since I
didn't have a personal relationship with Jesus. My parents were my rock and my
fortress, and when that broke apart, I didn't have anywhere to turn," he said.
Mize, who kicks the team's field goals and extra points, said he gets
emotionally involved in the game just like his teammates: "The referee will miss
a call and I'll yell at him - - always prefacing my comments with 'sir' - - but my
desire is that my attitude on the field will be reflective of Christ."
Mize recalled a recent game between the Dragons and cross-state foe Charlotte
Eagles. Noting most of the players in the league played college football and
several played in the National Football League as well as the Canadian Football
League, he said the action was intense.
"This is a heated rivalry. The number of penalty flags thrown made the field
seem at times as if it was dotted with fall leaves," Mize said, noting on one
series he had to kick off from his team's 10 yard line after two 15-yard penalties
were assessed.
He said it is in these games he wonders what good he is doing. Yet Mize said
after the game, the post-game prayer was attended by both teams.
"Some of the Raleigh players yelled over to the Charlotte players and asked
them to come join us. They even called the rest of the team out of the locker
room. This was a game that was called by the referees with two minutes on the
clock due to the rough play."
Mize continued, "Before it was over, we had both of the teams, all of the
cheerleaders, the mascots and even the fans in the stands waiting on me to pray."
Mize said he spoke just as loud as he could, praying that if there was anyone
within the sound of his voice that didn't know the Lord Jesus Christ in a personal
way that they would come to know him before it was too late.
"I heard some amens from among the bowed heads and I guess I heard several
mutter, 'Oh, me,' as well.
"Many of the guys feel comfortable coming up to me to share the burdens that
are on their heart," Mize said. He said his hope is the day will come when those
who don't know Jesus will remember Mize's witness and say to themselves, "This
Jesus guy, maybe I need to learn more about him."
The Dragons head coach, Solomon Ricks, said Mize shows a real competitive
spirit: "For someone who never played football before, Doug has developed
confidence in himself. He makes a contribution to the team, athletically and
spiritually.
At 5 feet, 7 inches and 140 pounds, Mize is dwarfed by his teammates. While
his diminutive stature draws jeers from some on the field, he noted the Bible
reveals God uses the weaker things of this world to show his strength.
"For me to play professional football shows God can do what he wants to with a
little bit," Mize said. "If I give my abilities to the Lord, he can do great
things with me.
--more-I*
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nGiven my siz , peopl can't say I'm a good player because I am big - - they
have to admit, the Lord is in it. Not because of me, not because of my ability,
whatever I am is b cause of the Lord."

- - 30- -
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Former Navigator staffer Sinclair
to be Southeastern preaching prof

By Dwayne Hastings

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)--Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary has named
David Sinclair as assistant professor of preaching and speech at the Wake For st,
N.C., school.
Sinclair most recently semed on the staff of The Navigators, an international
missions organization, as director of conference programs in Colorado Springs,
Colo.
Southeastern's President Paige Patterson called Sinclair a superb addition to
the seminary's growing faculty. "David will bring a real Eire and gift for
oratory to Southeastern's classrooms," Patterson said. "His commitment to
xpository, biblically based preaching echoes my own pulse."
Southeastern's Dean of Faculty Russ Bush also applauded the trustees' decision
in el cting Sinclair to the faculty: "David Sinclair's extensive work in speech
communication combined with his theological degree makes him a very strong teacher
of preaching. He will compliment the homiletics expertise that professor Wayne
McDi11 already brings to Southeastern."
Sinclair, who will begin teaching at Southeastern this spring,
said h believes in students learning by doing: "From the first day, students in
my class will be on their feet, getting used to the idea of being in front of an
audience. In the same way you just don't hear lectures or study manuals to learn
to swim, you have to g e t in the water - - the best way for students to learn to
preach is to get in the pulpit."
Sinclair has served on the faculty of the University of Texas at Austin as
instructor in the department of speech communication and as chairman of the
department of communication arts at Texas Lutheran College, Seguin, Texas.
He was pastor of Travis Oaks Baptist Church, Austin, Texas, from 1983-89 and
earlier served on the staffs of Tarrytown Baptist Church, Austin, Texas; First
Baptist Church, Dallas; and Plymouth Baptist Church, Irving, Texas.
He earned his Ph.D. from the University of Texas at Austin with an emphasis in
public communication and rhetoric. He also holds a Th.M. from Dallas Theological
Seminary and an M.Div. from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.
Sinclair and his wife, Sara, have four children.
--3o- -
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