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HMBfs added CP allocation 
makes up for CBF shortfall By Sarah Zimmerman 

Baptist Press 
10/12/94 

ATLANTA (BP)-"Additional Cooperative Program receipts will more than 
compensate for a shortfall in budgeted receipts from the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, the Home Mission Board executive committee was told Oct. 11. 

The HMB budget for 1994 included $500,000 from the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, said Ernest Kelley, executive vice president for planning and finance. 
The board received $1911,369 from the CBF from January through June, when 
messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention voted to direct SBC agencies to stop 
accepting CBF funds. 

The SBC Cooperative Program received more money than was budgeted for 1993-94, 
resulting in an additional CP allocation of $331,884 for the Home Mission Board, 
Kelley said. 

KMB President Larry Lewis said efforts by some state conventions to redesign 
Cooperative Program giving structures "makes me a little nervous." He urged 
committee members to fight to keep traditional methods of Cooperative Program 
support intact. 

The committee also elected two people to staff positions, appointed 14 
missionaries and was told 27 chaplains were endorsed, bringing the total number of 
chaplains to a record 2,364. 

Ron Gaynor, chairman of the chaplaincy committee, said 14 Southern Baptist 
chaplains are serving in Guantanamo Bay, seven are in Haiti and "an undetermined 
number are on their way to the Middle East." 

Elected to HMB staff positions were Dennis Mitchell and Mitch Crowe. 
- -more- - 
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I Mitchell, pastor of Central Baptist Church, Montgomery, Ala., since 1991, will 
be associate director of the black church extension division. The California 
native formerly served as a Sunday school consultant for the Baptist General 

- -  -Eonwention of Texas and as minister of education for Singing Hills Baptist Church, 
, ,  * -  1 Dallas. " -  .., 

In his new position, Mitchell will help start churches and help existing 
churches grow. 

Crowe will serve as director of financial reporting. The Georgia native has 
worked as HMB internal auditor since January. He previously worked for Ernst and 
Young accounting firm. 

I Southern trustees affirm Hohler 
in resignation of Marshall By Pat Cole 

Baptist Press 
10/12/94 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)--Trustees of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary voted 
Oct.  11 to affirm seminary President R. Albert Mohler Jr.'s actions surrounding 
the resignation of associate professor of theology Molly Marshall. 

Marshall, a faculty member at the Louisville, Ky., seminary since 1984, 
submitted her resignation Aug. 19 at the request of Mohler. He had accused 
Marshall of teaching outside the parameters of the Abstract of Principles, the 
seminary's confession of faith. Marshall, whose resignation is effective Dec. 31, 
has disputed Mohler's contention that her teaching was outside the boundary of the 
document. 

"The entire seminary community should know that the board trusts the judgment 
of the president in his understanding and application of the Abstract of 
Principles as it relates to this case," the trustees said in their statement. 

"We affirm Dr. Marshall's giftedness as a teacher and acknowledge the 
affection which many colleagues and students have come to have for her," the 
stat ment continued. "There is no joy in such a situation as this for us." 

Nevertheless, the trustees said they "acknowledge with the president the 
necessity of preserving the confessional integrity of our beloved seminary." 

The trustees' academic personnel committee, which proposed the resolution in 
support of Mohler, also submitted a report of its review of Mohler's actions 
r lated to Mashall's resignation. That report stated that Mohler "acted in 
accordance with Academic Personnel Policies, established by the board of 
trustees." 

Trustees discussed matters related to the president's handling of the Marshall 
resignation during a one-hour executive session. 

In open session, trustees voted to amend the wording of the seminary charter 
regarding church membership of professors. Since the seminary's founding in 1859, 
every elected professor has been required to be a member of a "regular" Baptist 
church. The trustees voted to change the wording to require each professor to be 
a member of a nSouthernn Baptist church. 

"The understanding of the word 'regular1 (Baptist) in 1859 can best be 
captured as 'Southern' (Baptist) today," said trustee John Allen, who brought the 
recommendation as chairman of the board's executive committee. 

Mohler added the intent is simply to "remove archaic language and make clear" 
the intention of the seminary's founders. 

During his report to trustees, Mohler' said he wants to stress "the neo-natal 
heritage" of the seminary. The seminary, he explained, must concentrate on its 
original intent: to train leaders for local churches. "The local church will be 
the central focus," he said. 

Mohler expressed appreciation to Southern Baptist churches for their support 
of the Cooperative Program. The recent recording-breaking year for Cooperative 
Program contributions is a "gift of God, a sign of blessing on this denomination." 

--more-- , 
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- In regard to the seminary's own fund-raising efforts, Mohler reported the 
1993-94 fiscal year was the best in seminary history. Total gifts to the seminary 
amounted to $7 .5  million. Most of these contributions came as deferred gifts and 
gifts designated f r capital proj cts or endawment~funds. 

In other action, the board: 
- -  named W.A. Criswell, senior pastor of First Baptist Church, Dallas, as the 

next recipient of the E.Y. Mullins Denominational Sewice Award, the seminary's 
equivalent of an honorary doctorate. 

- -  established a faculty category of "senior research scholar" for retired 
professors pursuing research projects. 

- -  received a report from the board's executive committee authorizing the 
administration to request architectural drawings for the conversion of two campus 
apartment buildings, Rice Hall and Judson Hall, to guest housing. 

- -  heard a report from an ad hot: trustee committee assigned to review the 
seminary's investment policy related to social issues. The committee voted to 
establish a standing committee of the seminary's Financial Board to monitor 
adherence to investment policy. 

- -30- - 

Southern trustees 
honor W.A. Criswell 

Baptist Press 
10/12/94 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)--W.A. Criswell, senior pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Dallas, will receive the highest honor awarded by Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

The Louisville, Ky., school's trustees voted Oct. 11 to present the E.Y. 
Mullins Denominational Service Award to Criswell, whose ministry in Dallas spans 
5 0  years. Criswell earned the Th.M. and Ph.D. degrees at Southern in 1934 and 
1937, respectively. 

The Mullins award, named in honor of the seminary's fourth president, is given 
to people who have "enriched and advanced the work of Southern Baptists through 
notable and effective service." The award is the seminary's equivalent of an 
honorary doctorate. 

Criswell is the author of 54 books and was president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention from 1968-69. During his years as pastor of First Baptist, Dallas, 
membership has grown to more than 25,000 with an annual budget of more than $9.5 
million. 

"For more than half a century, Dr. W.A. Criswell has represented a sterling 
model of ministry," said seminary President R. Albert Mohler Jr. "He is a master 
expositor of the Scriptures, a pastor with the heart of a shepherd, the builder of 
a great church, a leader in the nation and the church and a defender of the faith. 

"He may well be this institution's most famous living alumnus, Mohler noted. 
"We are proud to claim Dr. Criswell as a graduate of this institution, and I was 
proud to present this recommendation to the board of trustees." 

- -30- - 
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EDITORS1 NOTE: Baptist Press offered Southern Seminary associate professor of 
theology Molly Marshall an opportunity t respond t this analysis in mid- 
September. Marshall confirmed receiving a copy of the analysis but, to date, has 
not issued a response to (BP). . - -- + . 

ANALY S I S 
Marshall dissertation sidesteps 
universalism - -  and evangelism By Dave Couric 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)--Molly Marshall's controversial resignation as associate 
professor of theology at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary may have left many 
Southern Baptists wondering: Just what was all the commotion about theologically? 

The issue of "universalism," the doctrine that everyone eventually will be 
saved and go to heaven, often has been the subject of speculation in reports about 
the incident at the Louisville, Ky., seminary. Marshall resigned effective at the 
end of the fall semester rather than face immediate dismissal proceedings. 

A position such as universalism is, of course, in direct: violation of Southern 
Seminary's official doctrinal statement and far outside the mainstream of Southern 
Baptist and general church history. 

In fact, universalism gave rise to the Universalist Church of America, which 
now has become the Unitarian-Universalist Association. Unitarians get their name 
from a rejection of God in the historic trinitarian sense, or three persons in one 
nature, in favor of a God in the unitarian sense, or one in person and nature. 
Thus, the deity of Christ is denied in Unitarianism. 

With any kind of universalism, Southern Baptist missions and evangelism are 
"down the drain," according to Cal Guy, retired professor of missions at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Texas. 

"I call it 'unb~therism,~~ says Guy. "It just doesn't bother us at all that 
people are going to hell." He also calls universalism "trying to be nicer than 
God." Based on his experience in missions and as a professor for 36 years, the 
77-year-old Guy points out the end result of the influence of universalism: 
"You're dead in missions." 

But Marshall, who has taught at Southern Seminary the past 10 years, 
emphatically denies she is a universalist, insisting she has always taught in 
accord with the seminary's confessional document, called the "Abstract of 
Principles." The 20 articles of faith were written into the seminary's charter 
when Southern, the SBC's first seminary, was founded in the middle of the last 
century. 

Marshall seeks refuge in a position that attempts to avoid the extreme of 
universalism while at the same time rejecting the classical Christian view that no 
one can ever be saved outside of Christianity, which she sees as the other extreme 
and labels "exclusivism." 

The compromise position Marshall affirms, which seems closer to universalism 
than orthodoxy, is referred to as ~~inclusivism," the idea that for God to be 
"fairn there must be a way for those who never hear the name of Christ and the 
gospel to be saved anyway in the end. 

In an Aug. 16, 1994, letter to Southern Seminary President K. Albert Mohler 
Jr., Marshall said she affirmed each of the articles in the Abstract of 
Principles, ranging from the Scriptures to the judgment. Marshall signed the 
principles "in good consciencew as a tenured professor in 1988, she wrote in th 
letter. 

On Article 9 concerning repentance, Marshall stated, "Unrepentant persons who 
do not experience the conviction of sin by the Holy Spirit and the concomitant 
transformation of life are spiritually dead in their sins. They will not share in 
the eternal lif granted to those in Christ. Hence, I clearly refute the notion 
of universalism." - -more - - 

1 I 
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Under Article 20 on the judgment, she commented, "The judgment is made on this 
day concerning how an individual has responded to Jesus Christ. One's positive 
response to him as Christ and Lord determines one's everlasting status, i.e., to - -If& itefnal or punishment. I repudiate the idea that all will be saved 

+ . .  ... 
(universalism)." 

Marshall concluded the letter to Mohler with the statement, "I concur with the 
Abstract of Principles and have been teaching faithfully within its framework." 

Although Mohler, based on his own investigation, judged Marshall's theology in 
general to be outside the parameters of the Abstract of Principles, it is 
Marshall's dissertation, "No Salvation Outside the Church? A Critical Inquiry," 
that has been criticized more than once since she began teaching at Southern in 
1984, after finishing her doctoral work at Southern in 1983. 

In 1986 and again in 1991, then-seminary trustee John Michael of Louisville 
charged Marshall with universalism. The second time an academic warning was 
issued to Marshall and another professor, Glenn Hinson, who left a month later to 
join the faculty of Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond, a moderate seminary 
in Virginia. 

Also in 1986, the editor of the Indiana Baptist state paper, David Simpson, 
published an editorial critical of Marshall's dissertation. 

The issue of universalism also has been among critics' reactions to an article 
Marshall wrote in 1993 in Southwestern Seminary's Journal of Theology and a 1992 
address she delivered at Averett College in Virginia. 

In her "No Salvation Outside the Church? A Critical Inquiry" dissertation, 
Marshall includes Christianity in what she means by "churchn and answers the 
title's question to allow that there is indeed salvation outside the Christian 
religion. 

Christ may be the only way of salvation in her system, but knowledge of Christ 
is not necessarily a prerequisite to salvation. One can be saved by Christ 
without knowing anything about: him. Marshall's inclusivism would allow for the 
possibility of someone from any world religion being saved by Christ: but without 
that person ever converting to Christianity. 

For example, Marshall writes in her dissertation: "Throughout its long 
history of development, the inclusivist approach has retained the central core of 
the Christian faith by professing Jesus Christ to be the unique mediator of God's 
salvific grace to all, and thus constitutive for salvation, without limiting the 
benefit of his sacrificial life and death to those who explicitly know and believe 
in it." 

Then Marshall remarks, "It would seem fair to suggest that eschatologically 
those who do not know (Christ) have the inevitable opportunity for clarification 
of or confrontation with him who has been the unknown object of their faith." 

And Marshall goes on to say: "Accordingly, the possessive exclusivism with 
which some Christians have regarded Christ as the property of the Christian faith 
is a clinging sin that must go the way of the cross ... Christ has bound himself 
to all of mankind, not just to Christians ... ." 

One of the most astounding aspects of the dissertation, to the average . . 

Southern Baptist at least, is Marshall's acceptance of the probability of a "post- 
mortem encounter with Christ." This means those who have never heard the name of 
Christ in this life will have a "first chance" to be saved after death. In other 
words, the unevangelized will be "evangelized" at or before the judgment, Marshall 
speculates. Apparently some of these, although at the brink of judgment, will 
refuse even then to believe. 

Therefore, not all will be saved, and universalism in its usual sense is 
avoided. In addition, those who do not hear the gospel and yet reject Christ 
before death will not get a second chance, according to Marshall. 

- -more- - 
- 
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Marshall bases her view of "the opportunity that remains after death for the 
unevangelized to encounter Christii on her interpretation of 1 Peter 3:19 and 4:6 
about Christ proclaiming the gosp 1 to the "spirits in pris nu and to the "dead." 

' ,-4h* d&f.ftculr passage is also the basis for the famous line between the burial and. . , .% 
resurrection in the Apostle's Creed: " ... he descended into hell ..." The 
Abstract of Principles includes an article on "The Mediator" with some similarity 
t the Apostle's Creed, but the line about the descent into hell does not appear: 
"He was buried, and rose again the third day," according to Article 7. 

On faith, Article 10 in the Abstract of Principles states, "Saving faith is 
the belief, on God's authority, of whatsoever is revealed in His Word concerning 
Christ, accepting and resting upon Him alone for justification and eternal life. 
..." Taking the original context of the seminary's confessional document into 
consideration, it is highly unlikely the founders entertained any notion of post- 
mortem evangelism. Such an idea would also undermine Article 13 on the 
persev rance of the saints this side of the grave: All Christians are "kept by 
the power of God through faith unto ~alvation.~~ 

For the founders of Southern Seminary, it apparently wasn't necessary to find 
a post-mortem way of escape for those who never hear the gospel, because the 
answer to the question of the unevangelized is in Article 6 on the fall of man. 
There it says everyone has "a nature corrupt and wholly opposed to God and His 
law" and that all people "are under condemnation, and as soon as they are capable 
of moral action, become actual transgressors." 

Although Marshall claimed to affirm this principle in her letter to Mohler, 
her dissertation states, "God's seeking grace is expressed universally and thus 
one does not approach a Muslim or Hindu as one already condemned before God ... ." 

As Cal Guy puts it, based on his reading of the first three chapters of 
Romans, people who never hear the gospel are like everyone else: responsible for 
their sins. They have rejected three things, he says: "the light of nature, 
conscience and the law" and therefore stand condemned in sin before God - -  their 
only hope being faith in Christ alone, which comes from hearing the gospel. In 
his view, the answer is not to find a way around getting the gospel to the world, 
or to rationalize the failure to do so, but to be ever more diligent in the task 
of missions and evangelism. - -30- - 

Zambian official intervenes 
in missionary-Baptist dispute By Craig Bird 

Baptist Press 
10 /12 /94  

LUSAKA, Zambia (BP)--Intervention by a government official has delayed - -  but 
n t yet defused - -  a tragic Baptist legal battle over missionary work permits and 
property in Zambia. 

The deputy minister for home affairs called a meeting Oct. 7 before a 
scheduled Oct. 11 court hearing and negotiated a settlement that "returns the 
situation to the status quo," Southern Baptist missionary Bonita Wilson told 
Baptist Press. Wilson is acting administrator of the Baptist Mission of Zambia, 
the Southern Baptist mission organization in the African natfon. 

The settlement will be submitted in final written form to Zambian Baptist 
leaders and Southern Baptist missionaries by the government. But the mission 
organization already has begun acting on the verbal agreement. Forty-nine Foreign 
Mission Board missionaries are assigned to Zambia. 

The agreement means requests for government-granted work permits for Southern 
Baptist missionaries will be consider d without a letter of endorsement from the 
Baptist Convention of Zambia. That had been normal procedure from 1964, when the 
mission organization registered with the government, until 1992, when convention 
leaders petitioned the immigration offic not to grant missionary work permits 
without convention approval. 

--moye-- , 
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After extended negotiations, th Zambian immigration office decided June 17 
not to renew work permits for missionaries Joe and Gloria Turman and Lonnie and 
Fran Turner. The Turmans are from Tyler, Texas, and Brownsville, Tenn., 
respectively. The Turners are from Harlan, Ky; -.. 

That decision - .  led the Baptist Mission of Zambia to file a legal appeal June 
22. 

The central issue in the dispute is the convention's request to approve all 
renewals of work permits for Southern Baptist missionaries, although the mission 
is a separate legal entity registered with the Zambian government. The Zambia 
mission for years has voluntarily sought convention approval for any new 
missionaries. But renewal of permits for established missionaries has never been 
a part of the agreement with Zambian Baptists. 

In the wake of the new agreement, the mission organization resubmitted 
applications Oct. 11 for six missionary couples whose work permits expired during 
the impasse: the Turners, the Turmans, John and Amelia Garrison, Ed and Linda 
Miller, Dwayne and Betty Mitchell, and Michael and Lindy Howard. 

Applications for two new missionary couples will not be submitted until the 
mission organization sees the results of the renewal applications. 

"The agreement says our requests will be 'considered' and the chief 
immigration officer, who sits on the committee that grants approval, has already 
filed an affidavit of dissent, so we'll have to see what happens," Wilson said. 

"We have delayed but not withdrawn our suit seeking equal treatment under 
Zambia law. The negotiated settlement is what we expected to achieve in court: 
that we be granted the same consideration as any other independently registered 
organization." 

The chief immigration officer contends that missionaries Turner and Turman 
have not trained any church leaders during their time in Zambia, and thus are in 
violation of their work permits. 

That "can easily be refuted," according to Wilson. "But if they turn all our 
requests down and force us to appeal, we'll just go to churches and get affidavits 
that our people have been doing the jobs they are authorized by the Zambian 
government to do." 

Ironically, until 1992 the relationship between the Baptist Mission of Zambia 
and the Baptist Convention of Zambia had been the model for other countries. A 
joint planning council, with a majority of Zambians, coordinated and planned 
Baptist work in the country. The mission was several years into a phased turnover 
of institutions and church property that was scheduled to be completed in the year 
2000. 

But the council was dissolved and the turnover plan halted when the convention 
executive committee - -  in response to the turnover not being drastically speeded 
up - -  voted to try to block missionary work permits. That position, which the 
government immigration office seemed to be following, treated the mission as a 
sub-organization of the convention, when both are in fact separate legal entities. 

A Zambian pastors' conference, several churches and a group of Baptist 
seminary students wrote letters pleading for the convention to withdraw its 
objections to work permits and for everyone to begin working together again as 
Christian brothers. 

But Zambian Baptists have split between those who want to continue to work 
with the mission and those who support the convention's action. Missionaries have 
publicly been called "racists" and ncolonialistsn by convention leaders. The 
Zambian press has reported the controversy in detail. 

The mission felt the convention pushed things into the political realm by 
interfering wLth the work permits. The convention has accused the missionaries of 
being unbiblical by taking the case to the secular court. Both sides say the 
0th r has failed to respond to reconciliation overtur s. 

--more-- 
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"We have said from th first that any issue is open to discussion between the 
convention and the mission, but not as long as we were under threat and pressure 
of having our work p rmits denied," Wilson added. "Throughout this process we 
have worked with churches who have wanted to vwork.with us.and.we will continue to 
do so." 

The one thing both sides seem to agree on is that the controversy has damaged 
Baptist witness across the country. 

The dispute came when the number of church starts and people becoming 
Christians through Baptist evangelistic efforts were the highest in Baptists' 
history in the country. In the past two years the convention's total churches 
have grown Erom 500 to 575, including 40 new churches begun in 1993 during the 
growing controversy between the mission and convention. Missionaries and Zambian 
Baptists reported 3,500 baptisms last year. 

--3o-- 

Pastors offer voice to Cubans 
in midst of rafters* crisis By Barbara Denman 

Baptist Press 
10/12/94 

HIALEAH, Fla. (BP)--Clutching a photo of her family, Lazara Rodriguez entered 
the Hialeah-based refugee center known as "Cuba for Christn desperate for answers. 

Her niece, her niece's husband and their son had departed Cuba Aug. 2 on a 
raft bound for the United States. Six weeks later, no one had seen or heard from 
the young family. Their names had not appeared on any list issued by Guantanomo 
Bay or the Krome Detention Center where U.S. immigration officials have detained 
Cuban rafters . 

Because the Cuban family was Baptist, Rodriguez was hoping the predominately 
Southern Baptist: organization would have additional information. Unfortunately, 
th group could only offer counsel. 

As Rodriguez endures the long wait of uncertainty, she joins thousands of 
Cuban-Americans in south Florida desperate for news of family members who left 
Cuba in the past two months in search of freedom. 

Federal government estimates indicate more than half of the rafters died in 
the shark-infested Florida Straits before they made it to land or were rescued 
from the sea. Others were plucked Erom the water only to find a changing U.S. 
immigration policy that confined 30,000 Cubans in one of three government camps 
set up to accommodate the refugees. 

Hundreds of these families have turned to the refugee center "Cuba for Christ', 
to read over the list of detainees at Guantanomo and Krome. After they locate 
their relatives in one of the camps; the Cuban-Americans complete the center's 
forms giving names, vital statistics and the promise to financially support the 
refugees if the U.S. government will set them free. 

All of the relatives leave the center with a Spanish New Testament and a 
gospel presentation. They also have received grief counseling by a Florida 
Baptist pastor or a leader from the association's Woman Missionary Union 
organization. 

"Cuba for Christ" is a refugee center established several months ago by a 
largely Baptist group of Cuban-American pastors known as "Pastors for Freedom," 
Since they opened the doors to the center in September, the pastors have 
accumulated more than 22,000 names of Cuban detainees with family members in south 
Florida. They are the only group systematically identifying and linking Cuban 
Americans and their detained relatives. The pastors' list is the only one 
recognized as valid by the immigration authorities. 

The service rendered by the group has gained publicity through radio 
broadcasts featuring evangelist Juan Bawak, pastor of Miami's Lake Forest Hispanic 
Baptist Church. His broadcasts, heard regularly in Cuba and Latin American, 
proclaim the gospel message and the objectives of the pastors' organization. 

--moye-- , 



'10/12/94 " pageJ 9 Baptist Press 

A group of lawyers also has joined forces with the pastors to begin legal 
procedures asking the government to release the refugees from Guantanomo - -  first 
with the release of children unaware they were immigrating illegally. 

-, - . -  ,- ,. -. - -  The lawyers previously filed a similar suit on behalf of children held-in fhe 
Krome Detention Center, Immediately before the petition was to be heard, the 
government released the children and then the women detainees at Krome. 

Many of the Cuban-Americans in south Florida are concerned about the 
deteriorating health conditions at Guantanomo. Reports of a lice epidemic and 
outbreak of skin shingles place at risk the health and survival of the children, 
said David Lema, pastor of the West Hialeah Baptist Church. 

The pastors are working closely with a team of medical students from Miami 
University who have received government permission to begin making trips to 
Guantanomo to help relieve some of the refugee's physical sufferings. 

And the group is negotiating with the government to send a team of pastors to 
Guantanomo to help detainees deal with the stress of their confinement and offer 
spiritual assistance. 

Efforts also are directed to other places where Cubans have fled. Three 
pastors from the organization, including Obel Guzman, pastor of the Buenas Neuvas 
Baptist Church, Miami, were allowed by the U.S. government to travel Sept. 24-25 
to the Cayman Islands. They ministered and gave clothes and Bibles to the 1,300 
Cubans detained there. The organization hopes to begin similar ministries to 
exiled Cubans in the Bahamas and Nassau. 

Eighteen months ago, this group of Miami Hispanic pastors began organizing to 
sound a proactive voice on Cuban-American issues. They were familiar with events 
in Cuba, according to founding member Lema, and decided that Baptists needed to 
expr ss Christian concerns about the human right violations in Cuba. 

"This is a response of Baptist pastors who have been moved by the compassi n 
of God to react to the injustices in Cuba," said Lema. "We are advocates for the . - 
right of religious freedom in Cuba." 

The group, which Lema said had been considered by other pastors in the 
association to be a bit radical, have developed relationships with the two Baptist 
conventions in Cuba, with a goal to minister to the Christian and non-Christian 
communities there. 

Another of the group's goals is to "promote a Baptist perspective in social 
affairs in south Florida," said Lema. "We're being recognized as the Baptist - 
voice in the wilderness." 

The recent influx of Cuban refugees to south Florida only helped solidify the 
need for a Baptist voice, said Lema. Although the U.S. government may resettle 
the Cuban refugees in other nations, Lema warned, in time these refugees will make 
their way to south Florida, where at least 95 percent have relatives. 

"These people are going to come here. You can relocate them in Alaska or 
Panama, but they will eventually come to Miami," Lema said. "This place is the 
heart and soul of Cuban culture." 

Through radio and television broadcasts, Barek said the group was using every 
tool they have to "work for the spiritual freedom of Cuba." 

To say the pastors leading the organization are passionate about their cause 
is putting it mildly. As a child, Lema watched as his father was imprisoned by 
Castro for preaching the gospel. Angel Lopez, pastor of the Palm Springs Spanish 
Baptist Church, Hialeah, became a Christian while in prison as he listened to .- 

imprisoned Cuban pastors preach the gospel. Lopez's only crime: speaking out 
against the communist government. The pastor's only crime: preaching the Word. 

Another board member is retired pastor Oscar Garcia, who was imprisoned after 
-- participating in the Bay of Pigs invasion. 

Because their organization has taken months to develop and work through 
government channels, the pastors have found community-wide acceptance, credibility 
and even clout. - 

- -more- - 
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On a recent day at the center, the director of the Dade County Democratic 
Party gave advice and made telephone calls for the group. An aide to Florida Gov. 
Lawton Chiles stopped by to offer his assistance. The have developed contacts in 
Congress, the Department of Defense and the Department of Immigratisn and ,, . 

Naturalization. 
Lema is quick to note the group is beyond politics. And interesting enough, 

Cuban-Americans are known for being traditionally Republicans. "Too often people 
confuse social action with political action. The thing that unites all of us is 
our on heart for ministry, to reach out and touch in the name of Jesus Christ." 

For months now, Lema's congregation has taken an active role in ministering to 
the Cuban rafters who settled in Hialeah before the immigration was halted. Th 
church operates a food bank using funds from the Florida Baptist Convention hunger 
reli f receipts, Red Cross and other charitable agencies. Several rafter families 
attend the church. The church has held prayer vigils for the situation. Lema 
said the majority of the Cuban immigrants to arrive as rafters have many personal 
problems that do not allow them to easily assimilate into church life. Many are 
alcoholics, he reported. "For 25 years they have lived in moral, intellectual, 
political and economic bankruptcy. Theirs has been s lifestyle of instability." 

But according to Lema, the Cuban pastors can collectively minister to the 
needs of the newest rafters being detained. The group speaks of providing food, 
health and hygiene aids, counseling and financial support if the rafters are 
allow d to enter the country. 

And while most of the pastors are unhappy their countrymen are being detained, 
they admit having time to organize and map out a strategy for reaching and 
ministering to the refugees will be beneficial in the long run. 

In 1980, Ray Cantajal of the Miami Baptist Association ministered through the 
Marie1 boatlift which brought 125,000 Cubans to Florida over five months. The 
refuge s were housed in the Orange Bowl, but: Baptists in the area were unable to 
be proactive in their response and could only respond in crisis. 

"This is a better opportunity than we had during Mariel," said Cawajal. 
"Then we were taking care of problems at the moment. Now we have people and time 
to work out the details and to minister." 

"We can do better to reach more of the 30,000 than we did to reach the 125,000 
during Mariel. I think there's going to be a great harvest. Eventually, they 
will have to let them all in." 

--3o-- 
(BP) photos available upon request from the Florida Baptist Convention's public 
relations office. 

Federal law will require 
church bus driver drug t e s t s  By Brian Smith 

Baptist Press 
10/12/94 

WASHINGTON (BP)--A law enacted by Congress and published by the Department of 
Transportation in February will require drug and alcohol testing on all drivers 
who operate buses or vans and who are required to have a commercial driver's 
license. 

That includes all churches and other charitable organizations, which are 
considered nnonbusiness Private Motor Carriers of Passengers" by the federal motor 
carrier safety regulations. 

The law takes effect Jan. 1, 1995, for organizations with more than 50 
drivers, and Jan. 1, 1996, for those with fewer than 50 drivers. 

"1 think it's overreaching on the part of the government," said one concerned 
pastor, Brad Dixon of First Baptist Church, Moberly, Mo., which owns a bus and a 
15-passenger van. "I understand they have a legitimat right to be concerned 
about safety issues, but it seems to me that churches aren't going to turn their 
vehicles over to someone who is drug- or glcoho+-dependent." 

- -more- - 
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Th law stipulates five types of testing for each driver: pr -employment, 
post-accident, reasonable suspicion, random, and return-to-duty and follow-up. 

Pre-employment tests are required before a driver performs "safety-sensitive 
- ( d ~ i v i n g )  functions" for the first time. a 

Post-accident tests are required after accidents in which the driver's 
performance is considered a factor, as determined by a moving violation citation. 

Reasonable suspicion tests are authorized by a trained supervisor or company 
official when a driver is suspected of substance misuse. 

Return-to-duty or follow-up tests are done before a driver who has previously 
failed the tests is permitted to drive again. At least six tests must be done in 
th first 12 months after the driver returns to duty. 

Random alcohol testing is required once a year for 25 percent of the 
organization's drivers. Random drug testing is required of 50 percent of the 
drivers every year. 

Alcohol testing is done by evidential breath testing (EBT) devices, also known 
as breathalizers, A result of less than 0.02 alcohol concentration is considered 
negative. 

Drug testing is conducted by analyzing a driver's urine specimen. 
The specimen is analyzed for marijuana, cocaine, amphetamines, opiates and 

PCP. 
"It's going to create a burden on us as to how we're going to be able to 

comply with this to the satisfaction of the federal government," Dixon said. "It 
seems to me to be an unrealistic burden to require us to participate at the same 
level which other (conunercial carriers) do." 

Other regulations that deal with church bus operations also go into effect 
Jan. 1, 1995. 

Vehicles included in the regulations are those designed to carry more than 15 
passengers including the driver, or that have a gross vehicle weight rating of 
more than 10,000 pounds. 

To be in compliance with the new laws, churches will have to have qualified 
drivers, comply with the hours of service requirements and maintain their 
vehicles. They will not have to maintain driver qualification files, records of 
duty status or most maintenance records. 

"Basically, you aren't required to keep records and documentation, but don't 
break the rules," said Tim Cotter, investigator for the Department of 
Transportation in Jefferson City, Mo. 

Although the laws for non-business PMCPs do not require record keeping, 
churches are required to register with the Federal Highway Administration and mark 
their vehicles with the church or organization name, city, state and DOT number. 

Registration is done by filling out and submitting an MCS-150 form to a local 
bureau of motor carrier safety office. 

Church bus drivers will have to meet the minimum physical qualifications of 
part 391 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety regulations, but a physical 
examination is not required. 

Vehicles must be inspected at least once annually, with proper documentation 
of the inspection kept in each vehicle. 

Church buses and vans are not subject to compliance reviews or the federal 
safety rating program, unless they are identified as having ongoing safety 
problems. 

Non-business PMCPs also are exempt from the minimum financial responsibility 
regulations that apply to other "for hiren motor carriers. 

Additional information is available from the Federal Highway Administration, 
Office of Motor Carrier Standards, Room 3107, 400 Seventh St. S.W., Washington, DC 
20590, (202) 366-4023. 

- -30- - 
Smith is a newswrit r for the Missouri Baptist newsjournal Word & Way. 
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Parenting styles can affect 
children's self-esteem, beliefs By Sarah Zimmerman 

" . .  BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)--Combining authority with a heavy dose of affection is 
the b st: chance parents have of raising children with high self-esteem and a 
commitm nt to traditional religious values, a Kentucky author said. 

Parents are responsible for modeling God's justice and his grace, said Debbie 
L1 yd, who is also a mother and a Woman's Missionary Union leader. "Children need 
to know God loves me just because, but there are some requirements of me. We must 
represent God not just as sovereign judge but as love." 

During a conference for women Oct. 6-8, Lloyd described how parenting styles 
can affect children's beliefs. More than 1,100 people attended the meeting 
co-sponsored by the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board and Alabama's WMU. 

The most effective parents set limits and explain why certain behavior is 
appropriate, she said. "By offering an explanation for why we behave a certain 
way, we give children good reasons to reject sin in the fut~re.~ 

Authoritarian parents control their children through power but demonstrate 
little emotional support, Lloyd said. They tell their children, "I'm in charge. 
Do what I say," without nurturing or showing love for the child. 

Children of authoritarian parents are likely to have low self-esteem, a sense 
of alienation, a rules-oriented morality and low conformity to parental values, 
Lloyd said. Such children typically are not involved in church, and they perceive 
religion as restricting and legalistic, she said. 

P rmissive parents, on the other hand, provide few rules for their children. 
They may be indulging parents who let children rule the household or negligent 
parents who offer children neither regulations or support. 

Permirssivs parenting also can produce children with low self-esteem, Lloyd 
said. Children lack self-direction and they are often rebellious because "they 
are crying out for rules and restrictions," she said. 

Parents who nurture and exercise control are most likely to have children with 
strong self-control, greater sense of responsibility for the welfare of others and 
greater shared values with their parents, Lloyd said. They have a greater 
commitment to and acceptance of traditional religious values and they view 
religion as liberating. 

But parents cannot rely solely on their parenting style to teach children 
about God, Lloyd said. Parents need to tell and retell biblical stories, she 
said. 

Lloyd suggested families have structured time for learning and worship at 
home, including time to pray and celebrate. 

In addition to structured times, parents should look for opportunities to 
teach their children about God in the natural flow of life, Lloyd said. 

As children mature, they also need to be taught to demonstrate their faith 
through acts of service and witness, she said. 

- -3o--  

Learn t o  trust children 
to God, speaker urges By Sarah Zhmerman 

Baptist Press 
10/12/94 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)--Learning to trust God for their children's welfar is 
one of the most important, and sometimes most difficult, aspects of parenting, 
Sarah Maddox said during a women's conference. 

Maddox, from Brentwood, Tenn., led a seminar on how to pray for children 
during Dayspring, a conference co-sp nsored by the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board and Alabama Woman's Missionary Union. 

While her son and daughter were growing up, Maddox said she found that "my 
pride and my will stood between my answered prayers. God said, 'Let go of your 
plans and submit to my perfect will for ypur ch+ldren.'" 

--more- - 
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Parents also must let go of their fretting, Maddox said. Parents tend to 
think "if only I had. ..," or "if only the child had ..." 

"The 'if only' circle of regret gets you nowh re," Maddox said. "We must move 
from 'if only' to 'only.Cod,! 3alieye that only God has the solution. 

"We must come to know God. The more we know him, the more we love him and the 
more we can trust him with these children of ours." 

Maddox suggested the following ways to pray specifically for children, along 
with related Scripture: 

- -  Pray for their salvation and never give up, Romans 3:23. - -  Pray for deliverance from evil, Matthew 6:13, Psalm 97:lO and Hosea 2:6. 
- -  Pray for children to have discernment in relationships and activities, to 

discern between good and evil, better and best, Ephesians 3:16 and John 17:15. 
- -  Pray for discipline in their lives so they are not ruled by emotions or 

instinct, Proverbs 16:32. 
- -  Pray for determination to finish what they start. This is especially 

needed, Maddox said, because "we live in a day of casual commitment," Colossians 
3:17 and 23. 

- -  Pray for them to discover God's will for their lives, Psalm 32:8 and 
Jeremiah 29:ll-13. 

- -  Pray for them to be dedicated to the Lord, Romans 12:l-2. 
- -3o- -  

'Experiencing God' stirred 
his desire to help youth By Ken Walker 

Baptist Press 
10/12/94 

FORT WORTH, Texas (0P)--When Ken Baker relaxed on a darkened Hawaiian beach in 
the fall of 1992, he wasn't thinking of changing professions. Educated at Cal 
Poly, he had advanced his career from design engineer to construction manager. In 
paradise, to boot. 

Even his college choice reflected his personality. Cal Poly's engineering 
school had a good reputation. Just like Ken: practical, down-to-earth, "get the 
job done." 

After graduation, he wound up in similar surroundings, designing steel and 
metal buildings. Baker plugged numbers into a computer and produced three sets of 
blueprints per day. 

Although enjoyable initially, two years later the repetition and isolation 
proved monotonous. Fortunately, bicycle racing provided some relief. He often 
drove to his alma mater to ride and visit old friends. 

Collage had represented a turning point. It's where Baker left behind the 
Catholic faith of his youth. He saw no reason to attend church on Sunday morning 
after partying Saturday night. 

He also sought happiness in other ways - -  particularly materialism. A good- 
paying job, nice home, stereos and cars surely would bring joyful prosperity. 

When it didn't, he shrugged and hoped winter weight training at a local health 
club would fill the emptiness. There he met a freshmen college student. They 
began dating and one night she posed a question, "If you died today, where would 
you go?" 

"I'm Catholic, so I'd go to heaven," he replied. When she talked about 
knowing Christ as Savior, he muttered, "Yeah, fine. Don't bother me with that 
stuff ." 

She kept asking him to church, anyway, and bought him a Bible. He wound up 
reading it and several months later invited Jesus to live in his heart. 

"I can't say any one thing convinced me," he recalls. "I just came to the 
realizati n I ne ded him, It may have been my job bearing down on me or just a 
culmination of the way my life was going.n 

A month later, his girlfriend jolted him off cloud nine with the words, "I'm 
pregnant." Shocking enough. But she added, "I don't want to ever see you again." 

- -more- - 
1 - 
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"I struggled with that," he recounts. "A Christian singles group helped me 
through the trauma. They said I would suffer the consequences of my mistake, but 
th re was forgiveness and I could move on." 

Th situation and job boredom-led him to pccept an offer in San Diego. Before 
he left town, though, he met the woman who would become his wife the following 
year. Carol forced him to look at himself, he says. 

"She asked if I was growing - -  whether I was just going to church or listening 
to God and doing what he wanted me to do." 

After their marriage, they moved north of Los Angeles. While his church life 
flow red there, after six months he felt a new desire, to work with high school 
youth. 

As the feeling intensified, he recognized the reason was the ordeal with his 
old girlfriend. He needed to share what had happened to him to help teens avoid 
his mistake. 

He shared his testimony at a meeting one night. Afterwards, a boy approached 
him with an identical story. Before leaving for Hawaii, Baker counseled with the 
young man to help him cope with the setback. 

Lured to the island of Oahu in late 1991 by an offer to become a construction 
manager, Ken joined Mililani Baptist Church. He soon taught both teen and adult 
Sunday schools while settling into his job. 

Then Hurricane Iniki struck the island of Kauai. Taking a week off to join 
disast r relief crews, his background placed him on a construction repair crew. 

One night after work, Baker shared how God had led him each step of his life. 
He had a vague feeling a new step was coming, but didn't know what. 

"Ken, this new book came out," said Steve Turrentine, a pastor from another 
part of Oahu. "If you're really serious about finding out what God is doing, go 
through it . *I 

Back home, he learned a class was ready to begin "Experiencing God," a popular 
Baptist Sunday School Board discipleship study. Six weeks into the course, he 
felt the Lord telling him to go to seminary. Then, on a weekend retreat, Carol 
asked, "Do you want to go to seminary?" 

"We sat there and cried," Ken says. "There was no argument. We knew we were 
to go." 

However, job responsibilities prevented him from leaving for a year. During 
that time, they saved enough money to help him make the transition to Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary student without extreme financial pressures. 

Baker says he doesn't want anyone putting him on a pedestal because of what 
he's d ne. The Lord won't send everyone to seminary, he says, but "Experiencing 
God" will change you. 

"It's going to tell you something," says the future minister to students, 
"about yourself, God and his will." - -30- - 
Walker is a free-lance writer in Louisville, Ky. 

Workshops help woman find healing 
from breakup of 22-year marriage 

By Brenda J. Sanders 

Baptist Press 
10/12/94 

INDEPENDENCE, Mo. (BP)--Elaine Brown's sparkling eyes crinkle at the edges 
when she smiles, revealing laugh lines that add warmth and character to her face. 
Her voice is friendly and welcoming, and her manner suggests an inner peace that 
quickly puts new acquaintances at ease at First Baptist Church, Independence, Mo., 
wh we she is a member. 

One might not be surprised to learn Brown is the quintessential "church kid" 
who was raised in a Christian home, made a profession of faith in Christ at age 8 
and was actively involved in her home church, Birchwood Baptist in Independence, 
all the way through her teen-age years an4 until. she left home for college. - -more- - 
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A new friend might even nod knowingly upon hearing Brown reveal, "I always 
felt that the Lord wanted to do something special in my life." She followed God's 
lead rship by nrolling at Southwest Baptist University, Bolivar. There, she met 
and married a Christian man studying for the ministry. - - n - >  ,.- T O  - 

. . 
n e y  bad two children, a daughter and son, Brown's calm demeanor does not 

suggest there'ever was a time when her life was not fulfilling and happy. But the 
truth is her heart has known great anguish and her life was once turned upside 
down - -  when her marriage of 22 years ended in divorce. 

"I found myself in a very painful and awkward situation," Brown said of that 
period of her life. "I'd been married for so many years, I had no clue as to how 
to function as a single person and as a divorced woman." 

Brown said she felt "like half of me was gone. We were always 'Mr. and Mrs.' 
and we were always in a couples' Sunday school class. We really didn't go 
anywh re that we weren't part of a couple. I was 'the wife of' and together we 
were 'the parents of.' 

"Somehow, I knew I had to develop a new identity as to who I was as an 
individual, whole person," she continued. "I was really searching." 

In addition to dealing with her own sense of self-worth and personal identity, 
Brown found herself raising two teen-agers who needed her support and guidance. 
At the time, she worked as a Head Start teacher for Independence public schools. 

"After I'd put my energy into my children and worked full-time each day, there 
was nothing left for me," she recounted. "Consequently, I didn't do a lot of 
healing. I couldn't get past a certain point in my life." 

Brown realized she wasn't getting past the bitterness and the hurt of her 
divorce. She read several books on the subject in her search for healing. 

"I felt I needed something specific," she said, "I knew I needed to talk to 
someone. I needed to share with other people who had gone through a similar 
experience." 

She found what she was looking for one day while reading the associational 
newsletter published by Blue River-Kansas City Baptist Association. The 
newsletter contained an advertisement for a new divorce recovery workshop that was 
being offered for the first time by First Baptist, Independence. 

"My mother read about it too and encouraged me to look into this, so I went to 
their first meeting," she recalled. 

"When I arrived, I knew no one, but they were very open and very friendly," 
she said. "They made me feel very comfortable, and I realized their goal was not 
to recruit me to join their church. Their goal was to help me become a better 
person, wherever I wanted to be. That's something I really liked about it." 

During the s i x  weeks she attended the workshop, Brown said, the group "helped 
me realize that there are people out there who have gone through divorce and yet 
are able to still be ministers and are able to help others. That was encouraging 
to me because I was really questioning what I was going to be able to do and how I 
was going to be able to use the talents God had given me." 

The format of the workshop put her at ease, Brown said. "They started out 
with a large group time, so it wasn't real threatening," she explained. "A 
professional psychologist talked to the group during that time, so from the first 
time I went, I felt confident that here was someone who knew what he was talking 
about. " 

Then the participants broke up into small groups of 8-10 people, with a 
facilitator for each group. 

Brown noted, "We were encouraged to share, but never felt we had to share. So 
each person was given the opportunity when they felt they wanted to talk. In 
these small groups, the Lord seemed to put people who could relate to each other, 
who had similar hurts and who had traveled a similar journey." 

Each week, the facilitator would call each small-group member, "just to find 
out how we were doing and if we had any questions," Brown said. "We start d 
building a support group, It's amazing how quickly you start sharing with a group 
like that." 
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This format helped Brown develop new friendships with both men and women and 
caused her to begin to trust people again, sh said. 

"The philosophy of the group really is to help p opl become whole as 
individuals and help them build healthy relationships again," she ~a.ld,..,.~~l'hat's , 

what it did for me." 
Because her experience was so positive, Brown volunteered to help with th 

next divorce recovery workshop offered by the church about six months later. She 
served in registration and greeted people at the door as they came to the workshop 
each week. 

After that, the church asked Brown to chair the workshop and she agreed. She 
has been chairperson of the workshop for the past year and a half. Her 
responsibilities include lining up the leaders for the small-groups, workers for 
registration, greeters and volunteers to provide refreshments. She also has been 
involved in making arrangements for several training sessions that have taken 
place in other area churches interested in beginning their own divorce recovery 
workshops. 

Brown herself has served as a small-group facilitator for three of the 
workshops. 

In addition, she has answered God's call to enroll as a student at Central 
Baptist Seminary, Kansas City, Kan., and she plans to become involved in a 
vocational ministry to singles. 

She hopes others who find themselves working through the agony of a divorce 
will consider participating in the workshops, which now are being offered by four 
Kansas City-area churches. 

"Until you have dealt with the feelings of hurt, anger and bitterness and have 
been able to resolve some of those issues, it's very hard to become the whole 
pers n you were meant to be, " she said. 

"It means that you're going to carry extra baggage into any new relationships. 
The workshop helps you learn to trust again." 

She continued, "When you start through a divorce, you can't imagine that 
anyone else has felt the same hurts, the same pains you have experienced. To come 
to this workshop and find out there are actually other people who can say, 'I know 
what you're talking about. I've been there too,' that really helps." 

Brown added, "A lot of times you can look around the group and see that there 
is someone else who is a little further along in the healing process than you are, 
and it gives you that hope that if they went through it and they survived, you can 
too. " - -30- - 

Divorce recovery among components 
of Kansas City-area Mega Focus By Brenda J. Sanders 

Baptist Press 
10/12/94 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BP)--The pain of a divorce can ba devastating, causing 
feelings of low self-worth, isolation and lingering bitterness. In mid-September, 
f ur Kansas City-area churches offered a hand of friendship and a word of hope to 
divorced individuals as each congregation began a six-week divorce recovery 
w rkshop. 

The effort was launched as an outgrowth of Mega Focus Cities Enterprise, a 
cooperative venture of the three Baptist associations that serve the metropolitan 
area of approximately 1.6 million people. 

Blue River-Kansas City, Clay-Platte and Kansas City (Kansas) Baptist 
associations implemented the Mega Focus effort in April and have cooperated 
through the summer on a variety of mission projects with a special emphasis on 
ministering to unreached people groups. 

Sing1 adults were designated as one of five specific "arenasn to r ceive 
special emphasis through the Mega Focus ent rprise. Approximately 12.6 percent of 
th population in the 11 counties that make up the Kansas City metropolitan area 
ar classified as divorced single adults b~ the U.S. Bureau of the Census. 

8 - -more- - 
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Marie Clark, director of Christian education for th Kansas City (Kansas) 
Baptist Association, is associational project coordinator for the divorce recovery 
workshops, She noted, "In the Mega Focus process, we are banding together to 
reach out .to people beyond our churches. By making these divorce recovery 
workshops available, we hope to offer a ministry that will attract people who 
might not otherwise enter a church." 

Participation in the workshops costs $20, but some scholarships were available 
to individuals who cannot afford the fee. Workshop leaders base their weekly 
sessions on the manual "Developing a Divorce Recovery Ministry" by Bill Flanagan, 
and participants receive the manual "Growing Through Divorcen by Jim Smoke. 

The four churches sponsoring the workshops through Oct. 23 are First Baptist, 
Independence; First Baptist, Raytown; First Baptist, North Kansas City; and 
Emmanuel Baptist, Overland Park, Kan. 

The Raytown, North Kansas City and Overland Park congregations are basing 
their workshops on a model that has been utilized by First Baptist, Independence, 
for the past two years. 

David Thompson, singles minister for the Independence congregation, began the 
workshops there in the fall of 1992. As a result of that event and five 
subsequent divorce recovery workshops offered by the church, 250 people have 
received counseling and support while coping with the aftermath of divorce. 

Thompson said he understood the need for such a program and felt a special 
burden to minister to divorced singles because, he explained, "I've been where 
they are. " 

While he was a doctoral student at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., in 1988, Thompson and his wife were separated. A year later, 
they were divorced. 

As a minister, he struggled with the feeling, "This wasn't supposed to happ n 
to me," 

After counseling, he became convinced his divorce "didn't negate my skills, 
education and experience." He believed there would be a place of ministry for him 
in a church with a singles organization and a heart for helping divorced 
individuals. 

In 1991, he remarried and found his place of service at First Baptist, 
Independence. A year later, he began the divorce recovery workshops. Since then, 
he and volunteers from his singles group have conducted one workshop each fall and 
spring. 

The workshop format includes a weekly large-group session facilitated by 
counselor Larry Cornine, a member of Birchwood Baptist Church, Independence, and 
other professional clinical personnel from the staff of a local Christian 
counseling service. 

Topics addressed by the counselors include "Coping With Your Ex-Spouse," 
"Assuming New Responsibilities," "Finding and Experiencing Forgiveness" and 
"Thinking About New Relationships." 

After the opening large-group session, participants divide into groups of 8-10 
individuals for small-group discussions. Facilitators for the small groups are 
v lunteers from the sponsoring church who themselves have experienced divorce. 

Mark Barner, a member of First Baptist, Independence, and a mental health 
worker at North Hills Hospital in Kansas City, has helped Thompson train 
small-group facilitators since the workshops began. 

The facilitators are all "good listeners," Thompson said, and they make weekly 
phone calls to their small-group members "just to check and see how they're 
doing." Because confidentiality is emphasized, trust grows between group members 
and facilitators. 

purpose is to help people find the healing they need to become 
functioning persons again," Thompson said. "We have found that most of the folks 
who've come in and worked n these issues have gone back to their jobs and back to 
their daily lives feeling more healthy and whole. We help them move upward and 
onward. " 

--more- - 
I Y 
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The workshops hav been publicized by local newspapers and radio stations, in 
movie theaters and ven in bars, Thompson said. "We heard ab ut another church 
that advertized a similar program on the East Coast by printing their phone number 

. -  and bri  f- information about their divorce recovery workshop on bar napkins. It 
resulted in a good response there, so we're trying it now in this area." 

Thompson and Clark said they are interested in networking with area laypeople 
to make contacts in the Kansas City business community. They hope the human 
resources and personnel departments of area corporations might be willing to pay 
the $20 workshop fee to send an employee to the workshop for six weeks "rather 
than pay $100 a pop to send that person to a private coun~elor,~ Thompson said. 

Elaine Brown, chairperson of the divorce recovery workshops and a member of 
First Baptist, Independence, was a participant in the congregation's first 
workshop. She said the program helped her overcome the emotional trauma of 
divorce. Later, she decided to become a part of the ministry herself. 

A primary goal of the workshops is to reach unchurched people, Brown nated. 
Therefore, she said, "We don't open the sessions with prayer and we don't quote 
Scripture during the meetings. 

"For a lot of people, it's just so very hard to simply walk into a church," 
Brown continued. "They come because they want help without being judged. We try 
to show them that we accept them as they are, and that seems to help tear down 
walls. Building relationships with them may plant a seed for now that will result 
in a person coming to know Christ in the future." 

It's time for the local church to "play the role of the Good Samaritann in 
building relationships with divorced individuals, Thompson noted. 

"For a long time, the church has played the role of the priest and the Levite 
in Jesus' parable of the Good Samaritan," he explained. "We've walked by on the 
other side for fear that we would stain ourselves. The result has been that many 
divorced persons did not feel welcome in church. 

"Many still fear that is the reception they will receive when they move among 
the community of faith," he continued. "We have to overcome that. It's time we 
stand with people who are going through the pain of divorce. It's time we play 
the role of the Samaritan. 

"Remember," he said, "the person who was supposed to be the enemy in Jesus' 
parable, turned out to be the best friend." 

--3o-- 

Stolen missionary vehicle 
recovered in 'hole-y* shape By Craig Bird 

Baptist Press 
10/12/94 

NAIROBI, Kenya (BP)--It's not clear if the biblical admonition to "cast  your 
bread upon the waters and after many days it will return unto you" applies, but 
Southern Baptist missionaries in Kenya have recovered an automobile stolen from 
them last: May. 

Unfortunately it is, to put it mildly, the worse for wear. 
When two men, one aiming an Uzzi machine gun at missionary Steve Glass' head, 

took the Subaru, it had been on the road less than two weeks. The odometer had 
logged fewer than 1,500 miles. 

The vehicle awaiting repairs now has more than 20,000 miles. And that's the 
good news. 

It also has bullet holes in one door and through the front seat - -  which 
explains the bloodstains on the seat. The front and rear windshields and some 
side wind ws have been shot out. 

Three times since the theft, missionaries thought they spotted the car. Each 
time it had a different license tag. But missionary Rusty Pugh was sure it was 
the same car when he came upon it on his way home for lunch one day. 

He had a long time to look: A police cordon surrounded it. 
- -mo3re- - 
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20/12/94 Page 19 Baptist Press 

Apparently the robbers who took the car had used it for a bank holdup in 
Nairobi that morning, but had been interrupted by police who sprayed the men and 
the car with machine-gun fire. One man died at the scene; another was badly 

.---- --:"-=wounded-when a round tor through his ch st and th car seat. " .  
But several other robbers escaped the scene in the car and abandoned it about 

10 miles from downtown. They hijacked the next vehicle that came down the 
residential road. 

"It: was almost ironic, because if I had headed home 15 minutes earlier I would 
have been the car behind them - -  and the same gang would have stolen a second car 
from the Baptist mission, " Pugh said. 

It will take an estimated $4,000 to restore the car, compared to 
$20,000-$25,000 to replace it. And then it  will be assigned to Steve Glass again. - -30- - 

CORRECTION: In (BP) story titled "He can visit 5 countries daily & be home for 
dinner," dated 10/11/94, please replace the 9th paragraph with the following: 

Gerlach began as a volunteer when the idea of a port ministry was first 
presented. For seven years he worked without monetary compensation as a Mission 
Servic Corps volunteer. Then the Home Mission Board appointed him and his wife 
as home missionaries. 

Thanks, 
Baptist Press 
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