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Baptist relief volunteers
to aid Rwandan refugees

Baptist Press

By Ken Camp & Steve Barber

8/11/94

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)--An advance team of five Southern Baptists who will pave the
way for more than 100 other volunteers to help Rwandan refugees departed Aug. 10 for
Goma, Zaire.
The first of a half-dozen volunteer Baptist teams slated to work two- or
three-week medical/relief missions in Zaire is scheduled to leave the United States
Aug. 12. The 14-member team includes physicians and nurses from California, North
Carolina and Texas and disaster relief volunteers from Texas and Colorado experienced
in operating and maintaining solar-powered water purifying machines
Baptists will work in two of the seven children's camps set up by UNICEF near
Goma, Zaire, to care for refugee children who have been orphaned or separated from
their parents, Medical volunteers will continue working in clinics at the camps for
about three months.
On Aug. 9, it was reported each UNICEF camp averaged caring for about 100,000
children. Many of the children in the camps are infants. Baptist volunteers will
bring powered formula which can be mixed with stream water made potable by water
purifiers the Baptists will provide.
Brotherhood Commission President James D. Williams called for prayer support of
the volunteers from Southern Baptists.
- -more- -
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"These men and women have answered 'Yes!' to God's call to serve under
conditions hardly imaginable to the average person," Williams said. "I hope Southern
Baptists will join me in praying that God's protection will surround each one. These
volunteers are risking all for Christ. May the Father empower them to be faithful
witnesses to these African brothers and sisters who deserve the opportunity to accept
and follow our wonderful Lord."
Members of the advance team, who will set up operations for ongoing relief, then
return Aug. 29, are Henry Martin of Memphis, Tenn., retired after more than 30 years
as a Southern Baptist missionary in Nigeria; Larry Blanchard of Lindale, Texas;
Wilton 0. Davis of Dallas; Richard Lester of Norfolk, Va.; and Eddie Pettit of the
South Carolina Baptist Convention in Columbia.
Reporter Janice Broach and videographer Terry LeCroix of WMC-TV, an NBC
affiliate in Memphis, will travel with the team departing Aug. 12. Bob Carey, editor
of Missions Today magazine at the Brotherhood Commission, also is part of the first
regular team of relief workers.
The volunteers will pay their own expenses, approximately $2,900 per person.
The Brotherhood Commission is coordinating recruitment and travel arrangements
for the volunteers.
The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board has released $250,000 in relief funds
to purchase 10 water purification systems from Global Water Technologies in Dallas,
tents and other equipment for the aid effort.
Contributions are being accepted for the aid effort by the Brotherhood
Commission, 1548 Poplar Ave., Memphis, TN 38104 and/or by the Foreign Mission Board,
P.O. Box 6767, Richmond, VA 23230, designated for world hunger and relief.
Designated financial contributions also may be channeled through state Baptist
conventions or to Baptist World Aid at 6733 Curran St., McLean, VA 22101.
Baptist World Aid, the relief and development arm of the Baptist World Alliance,
is sending more than 300,000 pounds of medical supplies to Rwandan refugees in Goma,
Zaf re.
Assisting in the airlift are Oklahoma City-Feed the Children, MAP International
of Brunswick, Ga., Abbott Laboratories and Eli Lilly Company.
During the BWA's general council meeting in Sweden a few weeks ago, Baptist
leaders from around the world pledged to give more than $1.5 million in aid to
Rwandan refugees.
The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship has allocated $50,000 for Rwandan refugee
relief, channeling $40,000 through Baptist World Aid. The balance was provided to
support a Missouri-based refugee relief team of CBF volunteers working under the
direction of Dwight Jackson, a former Southern Baptist missionary to Africa.
- -30-Southern Baptist, others agree
on world population issues

By Tom Strode

Baptist Press
8/11/94

WASHINGTON (BP)--A Southern Baptist ethics professor found widespread agreement
on some critical, world population issues when he participated recently in a
consultation with Muslims, Buddhists, Roman Catholics and other religious leaders.
Daniel Heimbach, associate professor of Christian ethics at Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary, and 10 other religious representatives exchanged viewpoints in
a three-day consultation at Geneva, Switzerland, in preparation for September's
United Nations Conference on Population and Development at Cairo, Egypt.
The U.N. conference has generated intense interest, especially because of the
United States government's advocacy of liberalized abortion policies worldwide in the
months leading to the meeting.
"I was ready for a lot of conflict," said Heimbach, who represented the Southern
Baptist Christian Lif Commission at the multi-religious consultation, "but I was
hopeful for some significant and important agreement, because the way this was
arranged (the World Conference on Religion and Peace) had asked for people who could
speak from their central faith convicti,ons .,. and that was what we found."
- -more--

8/11/94

Page 3

Baptist Press

With the possibility of one exception 'among~the11 participants, Heimbach said,
they agreed on the sanctity of human life from conception, the immorality of
extramarital sex, adolescent accountability to parents, opposition to government
regulation of the number and spacing of children in families and the need to maintain
strong families.
While Southern Baptists would want to evangelize those participants who do not
know Jesus Christ, Heimbach said, this "context was one in which we were addressing a
challenge really from a very anti-religious, humanist, materialist world view that
was contrary to fundamental convictions that are shared across most traditional
religious faiths ... ."
It was an important opportunity for Southern Baptists, Heimbach said.
"Something that (late evangelical author) Dr. Francis Schaeffer spoke of and
urged was the need to be co-belligerents with others whom you may disagree with on
other points," Heimbach said. "Where you agree, you need to stand for truth in
society.
"It's not saying that they're right in matters of spirituality and matters of
salvation, but there are areas of moral truth that are being questioned and
challenged in the world, in fact, that they would agree with us," he said.
Participants consisted of two Catholic priests, one representing the Vatican and
the other the bishops of Germany; two Buddhist monks; a Sunni Muslim; a Shiite
Muslim; a Hindu; a representative of the Baha'i International Community; a
representative of an Arctic tribe in Canada; and a staff member from the World
Council of Churches. Others attending were staff members of the sponsoring
organization, the World Conference on Religion and Peace.
From the consultation, the WCRP will present a general statement and some
specific recommendations to the U.N. conference in Cairo during the non-governmental
organization forum, Heirnbach said. The WCRP is an NGO affiliate of the United
Nations.
The statement and recommendations will be reviewed by the consultation
participants before distribution to the U.N. conference's delegates. Heimbach said
he drafted all but one of the recommendations. Each of the religious bodies1
individual statements also will be sent to the conference's delegates, Heimbach said.
The Christian Life Commission's five-page statement, drafted and presented at
the July 26-28 consultation by Heimbach, objects to "the assumption, reflected
throughout the (U.N. conference's) Draft Programme, that having children is a burden
or inconvenience that threatens well-being and economic development."
The CLC statement also urges the Cairo conference to reject abortion as a method
of family planning, to do nothing to encourage governments to assume they may control
husband-wife decisions about family size, to give priority to premarital sexual
abstinence and affirm the "True Love Waits" campaign, to avoid "rigid assumptionsw
connecting economic prosperity to contraceptive services, to refuse to undermine male
leadership in the family, to promote the two-parent,heterosexual family and to avoid
the legitimization of homosexual unions.
CLC Executive Director Richard Land and Ben Mitchell, the agency's director of
biomedical and life issues, signed onto the statement. CLC staff assisted Heimbach
in preparing the statement. The CLC is the Southern Baptist Convention's moral
concerns and public policy agency.
"True Love Waits" is the Baptist Sunday School Board's youth sexual abstinence
program supported by a variety of national and international religious organizations.
In April, then-SBC President Ed Young and 10 other evangelical Christian leaders
asked President Bill Clinton to overturn a U.S. State Department cable seeking
greater support from other countries for liberalized abortion policies. In
preparation for the Cairo conference, the March cable said the United States believes
access to legal abortion is a "fundamental right of all women" and called for its
increased availability internationally.
--3O--
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By Toby Druin

DALLAS (BP)--The Cooperative Missions Giving Study Committee voted Aug. 8 to
recommend to the Baptist General- Convention of Texas this fall that what constitutes
support of the Cooperative Program be expanded to include gifts to the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship and Texas causes only, among others.
Instead of the two-tiered "BGCT Operated" and "BGCT Directedn approach approved
July 29, which they later concluded was confusing, the committee agreed at their
sixth meeting in Dallas Aug. 8 to recommend the following to the annual meeting in
Amarillo, Oct. 31-Nov. 1:
"That the BGCT will recognize and distribute as Texas Cooperative Program
contributions from the churches given in any or all of the following ways:
"(1) Gifts to the adopted budget of the BGCT and the adopted budget of the SBC
according to the annually adopted percentage allocation between the two.
"(2) Gifts to the adopted budget of the BGCT (Texas missions and ministries).
"(3) Gifts to the adopted budget of the BGCT and to other worldwide Baptist
missions and ministries. These may include such entities as the Southern Baptist
Convention, any agency of the Southern Baptist Convention, Woman's Missionary Union,
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, the Baptist World Alliance and other missions and
ministries within the Baptist family.
"Note: The BGCT will continue to recognize the decision of a church to delete
up to a total of five line items in the BGCT budget and/or the SBC budget."
In recent years only undesignated gifts for the BGCT and SBC budgets have been
considered "Cooperative Program," although since 1991 churches have been able to
delete up to five line items and still have their gifts considered CP. More
restrictive gifts were considered "designated" and were included with mission
offerings in totals published quarterly in the Baptist Standard newsjournal.
The committee's recommendrttions also state the convention will continue to
disburse special mission offerings (Lottie Moon, Annie Armstrong, the Mary Hill Davis
state offering, world hunger) and other contributions for Baptist causes as
designated by the churches.
The annual budget of the state convention also will continue to be adopted by
messengers to the state convention including how Cooperative Program support is to be
divided among BGCT ministries and the percentage division between BGCT and worldwide
Baptist missions and ministries.
All contributions through the BGCT will be "recognized by appropriate
reporting," the recommendations state.
The committee's report and recommendations will be reviewed by the BGCT
administrative committee in its Aug. 18-19 meeting and by the executive board on
Sept. 13. Only the convention, which authorized the committee last fall in Dallas,
will vote on it, however.
The 1993 convention approved a motion by Ben Loring, pastor of First Baptist
Church in Amarillo, that a committee be appointed by the convention president "to
study how to enhance cooperative missions giving among all Texas Baptists; and report
their findings and recommendations" this fall in Amarillo.
In a statement to the second meeting of the committee in April, Loring explained
the contributions of many churches that have chosen to bypass the Southern Baptist
Convention Executive Committee because of disagreement with the direction of the
convention over the last 15 years have been considered "second class" although many
churches continue to be strong supporters of Southern Baptist causes, directing their
gifts through the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship or giving them directly to the SBC
agencies.
In subsequent discussion in the giving study committee, several panel members
contended for the inclusion of gifts through the CBF as "Cooperative Program." To
list them in any other way, they contended, would be to perpetuate their perceived
"second class" status.
- -more-
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Opponents of including gifts through the CBF as Cooperative Program gifts noted
the traditional view of the Cooperative Program has been as a partnership between the
local church, state convention and Southern Baptist Convention. They noted 94
percent remain faithful supporters of the traditional Cooperative Program.
One argued that while one group now is upset because their giving pattern is
criticized, inclusion of CBF gifts as CP will upset those who oppose it.
Proponents, however, contended there is nothing "traditional" about what has
happened in the SBC during the last 15 years of controversy. Some said the SBC as
traditionally held no longer exists, noting anyone who has disagreed with the
direction the convention has taken since 1979 has been disenfranchised.
The Baptist Standard covered the meetings of the committee under "background"
rules which forbid quoting members of the committee or reporting positions taken by
them.
The report with its recommendations was approved by a vote of 13-2 after more
than six hours of discussion and debate. Thirteen had also previously voted to
reconsider the two-tiered CP approach approved July 29. Several said they had read
the report to people who said they were confused by it.
The report, as authorized, will also include a "Findings" section which will
summarize Texas Baptists' historical involvement in the Cooperative Program and how
it has changed over the years.
"Cooperative Program relationships between the Southern Baptist Convention and
state conventions have always been fraternal and functional," Section 111, 4, notes,
adding, "These relationships have been subject to alteration by either at any time."
The Findings section notes Texas never has adopted an official definition of the
cooperation. In 1925, it states, the CP was understood to include all designated and
undesignated gifts made by Baptists to Baptist causes.
In the 1960s, it states, the Cooperative Program gradually came to be considered
by most state conventions to include only undesignated gifts, a position confirmed by
the SBC in 1978 when it adopted a statement describing the CP as including only
undesignated gifts.
Several state conventions, however, continued to recognize the right of churches
to exclude line items from the Cooperative Program budget and in 1991 the Texas
Baptist executive board approved the plan whereby churches may exclude up to a total
of five line items from the BGCT/SBC budget and still have their gifts considered
Cooperative Program.
In 1993 the SBC Executive Committee expanded its definition of "Cooperative
Program" when it approved a plan recognizing gifts from churches and individuals for
distribution to SBC agencies only as Cooperative Program gifts. At the same time,
the SBC Executive Committee also recognized state conventions had the right to
determine what funds received from state conventions by the SBC Executive Committee
would be considered as Cooperative Program so long as the funds were to be
distributed only to SBC entities. The latest SBC action regarding Cooperative
Program gifts came at the recent SBC annual meeting in Orlando when the convention
directed its agencies to no longer receive funds channeled through the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship.
--3o--

Panel's v i c e chairman to lead
drafting of minority report

By Toby Druin

Baptist Press
8/11/94

DALLAS (BP)--The vice chairman of Texas Baptists' Cooperative Missions Giving
Study Committee has informed the Baptist Standard newsjournal he and "four to six"
others on the committee are considering filing a minority report opposing changes in
structure of the Cooperative Program approved by the committee Aug. 8 .
John Hatch, pastor of First Baptist Church in Lake Jackson, said the minority
report is being considered because they feel the recommendations of the committee
fail to accomplish the stated goal to "enhance cooperative missions giving" by all
Texas Baptist churches.
- -more--
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Hatch noted he had not attended the committee's final meeting Aug. 8 because he
had been called to serve on a federal jury panel, but said he understood the report
approved Aug. 8 did not differ substantially with one approved July 29 in a meeting
he attended.
A statement faxed to the Baptist Standard by Hatch Aug. 10 said the minority
report is being considered for several reasons:
"First, the recornmendations of the majority change the basic structure and
understanding of the Cooperative Program. While some of the changes are acceptable
to the minority, counting gifts to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship as Cooperative
Program gifts is not acceptable.
"Second, the total effect of the changes is too extreme. Giving may go down in
Texas. If giving goes down, cooperative missions giving has not been enhanced. The
minority contends that giving will go down if the proposed changes are adopted.
"Finally, a 'Minority Report' will help to ensure a full and fair discussion of
the issues under consideration. This is the most crucial policy to be voted on in
recent history. It must be fully and fairly debated in terms that Texas Baptists can
understand."
Hatch's statement said it is the minority's position that the proposals set up
"unnecessary confrontation" that could be minimized.
In a telephone conversation with the Baptist Standard, Hatch said it is the
minority's understanding that the structure of the Cooperative Program has involved a
partnership with the local church, state convention and Southern Baptist Convention
and "by including the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship or any other group, whether it
be Criswell College or Luther Rice Seminary, is changing that basic structure."
Speaking for himself and not for the committee minority, Hatch said he would be
for permitting gifts for the CBF to come through the BGCT but not to be counted as
Cooperative Program, a point he noted others had favored during the committee's
discussions.
"To me that would be a great concession," Hatch said. "I am willing to make that
concession, but to call those gifts Cooperative Program is not right, not
acceptable."
Hatch said the list of those who will join him in the minority report had not:
been completed but that it would be forthcoming "unless there is some movement toward
common ground."
"I don't know of a better way to have an airing of the issues except through a
minority report," he said. ''We just: want to make sure our viewpoint is represented
to Texas Baptists so the people can realize what is at stake.
"There are several things about the report that we as a minority agreed with,
but there are also some very crucial things we feel are unacceptable."
--3o--

SBCts Chapman, CBFts Sherman
differ over Texas CP proposal

By Toby Druin

Baptist Press
8/11/94

DALLAS (BP)--Leaders of the Southern Baptist Convention and Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship responded as might have been expected to the report of the Texas Baptist
Cooperative Missions Giving Study Committee and its recommendation that gifts to the
CBF be recognized as "Cooperative Program."
Cecil Sherman, CBF coordinator, said, "The committee has affirmed a very
powerful Baptist idea. They are putting the authority in the hands of each local
congregation. They are laying out all the options.
"They are also affirming that a cooperating church in Texas is a church that
cooperates with the Baptist General Convention of Texas.
"This is a good report. Every once in a while Baptists do something Baptist.
That is a very Baptist report."
Morris H. Chapman, president of the SBC Executive Committee, predicted the
report and its recommendation regarding CBF gifts "will be unacceptable to the
majority of Southern Baptist churches in Texas."
- -more--
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"It is a departure from the prtnership whioh has long existed between the state
convention and the SBC," Chapman said. "It is a departure from anything in the past.
It is true that years ago the Cooperative Program included SBC-sanctioned missions
offerings, namely Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong. Never, never have organizations
without any direct accountability to the messengers of the SBC been included beyond
the state gifts."
Perhaps worst of all, Chapman said, "it is an erosion of the good faith
cooperative spirit which has characterized the work between the BGCT and the SBC and
its agencies."
"I hope grass-roots Texas Baptists will defeat the committee's recommendation
and preserve the Cooperative Program as it has stood since 1925."
- -30-Texas Baptists give reactions
to committee's CP proposal

By Toby Druin

Baptist Press
8/11/94

DALLAS (BP)--Members of Texas Baptists' Cooperative Missions Giving Study
Committee who backed the panel's final report Aug. 8 emphasized their recommendations
affirm the local church's right to give as it chooses and still have its gifts looked
upon as part of the Baptist cooperative giving system.
Those who opposed the plan said they had problems with redefining the
Cooperative Program and would have felt better if giving that had not previously been
considered Cooperative Program support had been retained in a special category.
And whether their intention to find ways to enhance cooperative missions giving
by all churches in Texas will be accomplished through their report and
recommendations, they said, will depend on whether the report is approved by the
Baptist General Convention of Texas in Amarillo, Oct. 31-Nov. 1, and on the response
of the churches that will follow.
"The only thing we have changed," said committee chairman Cecil Ray of
Georgetown, "is to recognize all gifts (for Baptist causes) as under the Cooperative
Program. We erased the distinction between some as Cooperative Program and directed
(designated) and grouped them all as part of the Texas-operated Cooperative Program."
Ray praised the work of the committee, which held six meetings over the past six
months consuming 40 hours plus many more by a writing team which correlated work
between sessions.
"1 feel that we have produced a good document," said Ray. "I think it will take
Baptists a little while to realize how it has safeguarded values and relationships
that are important to us, but has also recognized changes that needed to be provided
for in this system."
Ray reiterated the committee report does not call for separation of the Texas
convention and Southern Baptist Convention as some erroneous rumors had suggested.
"I interpret the document to mean we have retained a working relationship
between the BGCT and SBC and maintained a system that allows churches to continue
giving to the combined Cooperative Programs of the BGCT and SBC just as they have in
the past .
"It affirms that historical position, but it also adds the right of the churches
to give as part of the Baptist cooperative system to other causes as named, including
the Cooperative Baptist Fell~wship.~
BGCT Executive Director William M. Pinson Jr. said he hoped consideration of the
report "will not distract or divide us, keeping us from focusing on the priorities
the Lord Jesus has given us."
He noted much of the committee's work had focused on what to call different
types of missions giving.
"For example," he said, "one approach proposed to use the term 'Cooperative
Program' for giving by churches to the budget of the BGCT and SBC and to use another
positive, affirming term for other types of mission giving, reporting the total for
each church.
"Some of us ... felt this had merit but after cordial, frank debate, which had
characterized all of the committee meetings,,the committee opted for the
recommendations in the report which have obvious positive points.
--more-
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"The committee now presents its report to Texas Baptists who will, I am
confident, consider it carefully and prayerfully."
Executive board chairman H. Leroy Fenton, who participated as a non-voting
member of the committee, commended Ray and the panel for a recommendation "that is
fair to all of Texas Baptists."
"Some will contend that the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship was the key issue,"
Fenton said, "but not so. The issue was freedom of conscience. The issue of
voluntary giving as a matter of conscience without surrendering the right of
self-determination is far more profound and important to the cause of Christ, and I
believe will enhance mission giving."
Fenton said the report and recommendations "broaden the tent" as has been
suggested previously by one SBC leader.
Under the recommendations formulated by the study committee, Fenton said,
"churches can continue to give as they are now doing or they can choose different
routes and still be considered, financially, as cooperating Texas Baptists."
Jerold McBride, BGCT president who appointed the committee, said the report
"merits the support of all Texas Baptists." The pastor of First Baptist Church in
San Angelo was unable to attend the final meeting but was apprised of the report's
contents.
"While maintaining our strong ties with the Southern Baptist Convention, it
opens up as many channels as possible for the support of missions," said McBride.
"All of this is done while recognizing the autonomy of each local congregation and
while encouraging voluntary cooperation on the highest level. Missions done in
partnership with other Southern Baptists will be greatly strengthened.
"Texas Baptists now have the opportunity to demonstrate to our fellow Baptists
across the Southern Baptist Convention the unifying power that comes by focusing on
fulfilling the Great Commission. The leadership which the Baptist General Convention
of Texas has provided other state conventions through the years is needed and
rightfully expected in these days.
"My prayer is that we love each other beyond our differences and embrace one
another as we loose ourselves in his service."
Ron Ellison, committee member from Houston, said he felt the committee's report
is "right along with traditional Baptist heritage, where Baptists have always been."
"We agreed to disagree and then come together and try to look at different sides
and sort out what is best in the autonomy of the local church and priesthood of the
believer," Ellison said. "These have been basic Baptist beliefs, and I think we
honored them."
Ophelia Humphrey of Amarillo and whose pastor made the motion calling for the
committee, said her goal from the beginning was to help the committee find a way to
encourage Texas Baptists to keep giving through the Texas convention.
"I think this will accomplish that," she said, "although we may be so hopelessly
split that nothing will accomplish it."
Humphrey said she is not sure if the report and its recommendations will
increase support of cooperative missions, nbut I don't think it will hurt."
She took issue with an oft-quoted statement in committee sessions that "94
percent" of Texas churches support the Cooperative Program, questioning the need for
a change.
"First, I am not sure if the 94 percent is correct," she said, "because a lot of
individuals send their gifts directly to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and some
send very little to the state convention.
"The Cooperative Program as we have known it and liked it has been a wonderful
tool, but it is dead. The people who have taken over the Southern Baptist Convention
did not support the CP before (they assumed control of the SBC). Churches like mine
(First Baptist, Amarillo) did support it. And w take the current leadership at
their word and action that they won't put any of us in leadership who don't agree
totally with what they have been doing. That is disenfranchisement and is hardly
cooperation."
Dean Dickens, pastor of Cliff Temple Baptist Church in Dallas, also took issue
with th "94 percent" claim.
- -more--
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"First, that figure reflects what mode of giving churches have used, not whether
they are comfortable with it nor whether there are other options," Dickens said. "If
94 percent of Texas Baptists are actually opposed to broadening our giving options,
then this motion will certainly fail at the fall meeting.
"But I would recall that most of Israel was comfortable in Egypt, too, and there
was a time in America when the majority of folks fought the right of women to vote
and minorities a right to equal life. Whether public opinion stands at 94 percent or
99 percent never made a cause right or wrong."
The committee's report and recommendations disenfranchise nobody, Dickens noted,
"and show that at least in Texas we have used our opportunity to show the Southern
Baptist Convention how to enlarge the tent and be inclusive. It involves fairness
and opportunities for those who differ with us. I may not agree with everything in
this document, yet if we erred it has been on the side of openness rather than closed
minds and smaller tents."
Both Wilton Davis, president of Texas Baptist Men, and Bruce Baker, pastor of
Second Baptist Church in Baytown, took issue with the report.
"I can't redefine the Cooperative Program," Davis said. "For 56 years it has
meant one thing to me as a Southern Baptist. I feel the committee report attempts to
redefine Cooperative Program, and I have problems with that. But I will accept the
will of the convention and try to cooperate and try to pull us together."
Baker said he was fearful the committee had underestimated the reaction that
will come from the state, referring to one comment that including the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship in the Cooperative Program would create a "firestorm" of protest.
He said he had hoped the committee would be able to affirm those churches and
individuals "who out of deep convictions have taken a stand and felt disenfranchised"
without exchanging one disenfranchised group for another.
Baker said he would have preferred to see gifts to the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship listed in some way other than as Cooperative Program gifts. He said he
disagreed such a listing would have rendered them "second class." On the contrary,
he said, he agreed with those who said if churches and individuals were giving to the
CBF because they didn't want to be identified with the SBC, it seemed to him they
would want their gifts listed separately.
"I believe for many the question will only be, Is the Cooperative Program the
way it has always been?" Baker said. "If we changed it, then they are against it and
for all of our history and research and findings, they will simply say you changed it
and so I am against it."
- -30- -

22 jobs, $1.4 million pared
from HMB in reorganization

By Martin King

Baptist Press
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ATLANTA (BP)--An administrative reorganization of the Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board will save $1.4 million a year. The new structure approved by HMB
directors Aug. 10 will eliminate 22 staff positions and suspend funding for three
others.
HMB directors also appointed 20 home missionaries, endorsed 39 chaplains, voted
to stop receiving funds from the Cooperaeive Baptist Fellowship and answered a new
challenge to a controversial document dealing with Catholics and evangelicals.
Half of the jobs eliminated in the reorganization are leadership positions
including five national missionaries, and half are support positions including
clerical, secretarial and maintenance staff.
Deletion of the national missionary positions will not eliminate the work,
according to HMB President Larry Lewis. He told Baptist Press the responsibilities
performed by those missionaries will be reassigned to other staff. The positions
deleted include one of four national missionaries in interfaith witness, one of two
national missionaries to deaf persons and one national missionary position each in
ethnic leadership development, personal evangelism and outreach to Haitians.
At least nine people whose jobs will be eliminated are retiring, and most others
have been or will be transferred to vacant positions at the agency, Lewis said. The
reorganization will be implemented by the end of the year.
--more--
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With six votes against th action, HMB directors voted to immediately stop
accepting funds channeled through the Cooperativ Baptist Fellowship as directed by
messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention in Orlando, Fla., last June.
Rose Bear, board member from Terre Haute, Ind., issued a tearful plea not to
comply with the SBC directive.
"If we adopt this motion we are saying it would be better for an immigrant
family to not have a Bible at all than to have one purchased with CBF dollars; it
would be better for a child to go hungry than to have a bowl of soup bought with CBF
funds. I am not willing to say that," Bear said.
"Our Southern Baptist brothers and sisters who have been giving to this missions
agency are not our rivals," Bear continued. "They are our allies, whether they send
their money by CP (Cooperative Program) CBF, UPS, Western Union or carrier pigeon."
On the other hand, Walter Carpenter, attorney and board member from Houston,
said the agency needed to reject CBF funds because, "We have been accused of being
more interested in money than principle."
Wade Armstrong, evangelist and retired pastor from Ceredo, W.Va., said he hopes
individuals and churches which have supported the Home Mission Board through the CBF
will send their support through the Cooperative Program or directly to the agency.
"I hope no church will feel we are telling them what they can or cannot do, but
I don't think we have a choice," Amstrong said.
Regarding Roman Catholics, Bill Streich, a deacon at First Baptist Church in
Wichita Falls, Texas, offered a resolution rejecting a document signed in March by
Catholics and evangelicals, including HMB President Lewis.
Streich's resolution also asked the full board to nullify an HMB executive
committee resolution passed in June to clarify its views of the document concerning
evangelism.
Instead, directors passed a substitute resolution from Armstrong to affirm both
the executive committee's resolution and a resolution on Catholic dialogue passed
during the SBC in June.
Streich said he wanted the board to go on record opposing the document because
of its "negative impact on missions."
He quoted a letter from Foreign Mission Board Executive Vice President Don
Kammerdiener as saying he feared the document would decrease missions work in areas
with a high percentage of nominal Catholics.
President Lewis said he was "aghast" that some interpret the document as
opposing missions. "I would not sign on to anything that was opposed to evangelism
or mission^.^
The document "Catholics and Evangelicals Together," he said, was designed to
address such common concerns as abortion and pornography - - not theology.
"There's a great association out here across America of people of many different
denominational persuasions who will never agree on the doctrines of the faith, but we
do agree that we're fighting for the soul of America," Lewis said.
Board chairman Bob Curtis of Ballwin, Mo., reported on formation of a special
committee to study relationships between the agency and state Baptist conventions.
The committee was authorized by the HMB executive committee in June. Curtis said the
committee will hold its first meeting later this month, will meet with state
executive directors in September and will submit a report to directors in November.
Committee members are Gene Bowman from Georgia; Marvin Capehart, New Mexico; Ann
Cushing and Edwin Hayes, Alabama; Tom Madden, Tennessee; Greg Martin, Mississippi;
and Shirley Russell, Louisiana. Two HMB executive staff will serve as ex-officio
members - - Ernest Kelley, executive vice president, planning and finance, and Gary
Jones, vice president of the services section. Curtis will chair the committee.
Directors also passed a motion calling for each board committee to elect its own
chair. Presently committee chairmen are appointed by the chairman of the Board. It
appeared following adjournment of the meeting, how ver, that parliamentary rules may
necessitate revisiting the issue, according to HMB officials.
- -more-
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The board elected several people to new staff positions, including Richard Leach
who was named associate director of church growth and associational evangelism.
Leach, a native of Louisiana and a graduate of Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, is presently associate director of evangelism for the
Missouri Baptist Convention.
Current HMB staff elected to new positions included Jane Bishop, who will serve
as director of project development for the ministry section; Gerald Hutchinson,
director, church and community ministry department; and, Timothy Hill, associate
director, missionary personnel department.
Staff transferred or assigned additional responsibilities are Robert Moore,
director, office of metropolitan missions; Hugh Townsend, director, office of mega
city missions; Michael Cox, associate director, office of mega city missions; Bobby
Sunderland, coordinator of Total Church Life; Bill Gordon, associate director of
Interfaith Witness; and Michael Bailey, disaster relief coordinatar.
Lewis also informed board members Bob Banks, HMB executive vice president,
operations, will retire in December 1995. A 13-year HMB employee with more than 40
years of denominational service, Banks will assume special responsibilities related
to development: and fund-raising during his remaining tenure with the agency, Lewis
said.

- -30- -

Sarah Zimrnennan and David Winfrey contributed to this story.
Pastor resigns, youth group cancels,
down - - no problem!!

van breaks

B a p t i s t Press
8/11/94

DALLAS, S.D. (BP)--In some places, it might be enough to cross off Vacation
Bible School.
The pastor resigns.
A youth missions group from another state cancels out.
A much-needed van breaks down the day before VBS doors open.
But not at First Baptist Church in Dallas, S.D.
The South Dakotans persevered via prayer and "James 1:2-3 as our motto," says
Sue Robbins, the church's VBS leader. The Scripture passage states, "My brethren,
count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying
of your faith worketh patiencen (KJV).
With each crisis, a church prayer chain moved into action - - "and the Lord
answered," sometimes with a needed volunteer, sometimes with logistics falling into
place, Robbins says.
The first day of VBS, "I checked with everyone at the end of the day as to how
things were going," Robbins recounts. "Sandy Krueger, our fifth- and sixth-grade
teacher, beamed: Two children had accepted Christ as their Savior. Praise the
Lord l "
The next day, "Rhonda Graham, our third- and fourth-grade teacher, reported five
children had accepted Christ as their Savior. Alleluia!" Robbins exclaims.
The next day, five more children received Christ.
The last day as the invitation was given, "one child came forward, then another,
and then another," Robbins says. "They started to get up from all over the church.
The teachers were crying, as I am doing. When all the children had been counseled,
we had 45 lives that had been given to Christ that week."
The South Dakota church learned that week "what God can do if we do our part,"
Robbins notes.
--3O-Compiled by Art Toalston
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By Charles Willis

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--The number of people joining SBCNet, the Southern Baptist
data communications network, has made a second substantial jump in less than a year
with the addition of more than 500 users in less than three months.
Total membership increased from 2,000 in mid-May to 2,525 by Aug. 10, according
to David Haywood, coordinator of the network.
The recent increase follows an earlier doubling of SBCNet members in just over
eight months from 1,000 on Sept. 1, 1993, to 2,000 on May 19, 1994.
Since August 1993 when the flat rate of $7.95 per month for SBCNet charges was
instituted, the number of on-line hours per week within SBCNet has increased from 116
to as high as 1,000. Individuals accessing the network during that time increased
from 393 to 1,104 per week. The highest number of users in any one week came in June
1994, during the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting, when 1,139 people used
the service. Haywood said increased usage that week is attributed to people reading
Baptist Press session updates and special reports related to the convention meeting.
He said new users have been added to SBCNet at an average of 8 percent each
month since last fall. The increase in enrollment, he said, is attributed to a
corresponding increase in services in the past year.
Services available on SBCNet for both church staff and lay leaders include
supplemental teaching helps for adult and youth Sunday school lessons in Life and
Work, Bible Book and Convention Uniform series; Baptist Press, the official Southern
Baptist news service; News Room, offering news and feature stories from Southern
Baptist agencies and state conventions; Facts & Trends, the Sunday School Board's
newsletter for church and denominational leaders; and Facts & Trends Information
Service, news briefs from the Sunday School Board, Home Mission Board and Foreign
Mission Board with usage suggestions for church newsletters.
Also included is Clip Art, a collection of ready-to-useart pieces; Bold Mission
Prayer, requests for prayer from home and foreign missionaries; DiscipleLife Plus, a
youth discipleship supplement; Innovative Ministry Library; and Minister's Corner, a
collection of sermons and illustrations.
Haywood said other new services, now in the planning stages, are expected to be
announced in the next few months.
Among the 60 CompuServe Basic Services available to SBCNet subscribers are
Communications Exchange, which provides the opportunity to read classified a d s ,
support forums and the member directory; News, Sports and Weather, which provides
Associated Press Online, Accu-Weather Maps/reports, National Weather Service and
"U.S. News & World Report" magazine; Travel Services; Shopping Services; Games and
Entertainment; Reference Library; and Money Talks, including stock quotes and other
financial services.
Cost of SBCNet is a flat rate of $7.95 monthly, plus CompuServe charges. Users
must choose between CompuSemets standard plan, which provides unlimited access to
basic services at $8.95 monthly, or the alternate plan at $2.50 monthly, plus
time-on-line.
SBCNet may be accessed by using a computer, modem and a membership kit
distributed by the Sunday School Board. Kits, at $20 each, contain software, account
information and a $15 credit toward usage, plus a free month of CompuServe's basic
services. Kits are available in DOS, Macintosh and Windows versions and may b
ordered by calling 1-800-458-2772. Additional information about SBCNet may be
ordered by calling Haywood at 1-800-325-7749,ext. 2895.
People who are already members of Cornpusenre may join SBCNet by simply typing
"GO SBCNet" at any CompuSewe prompt without purchasing a kit.

--SO--

Quality Bible study needed for
reclaiming absentees, leader says By Chip Alford

Baptist Press
8/11/94

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)--Interested in reclaiming those chronic absentees in your
Sunday school class?
- -more- -
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According to Ed Hinkson, the place to start is examining the quality of Bible
study you're offering.
"1 am persuaded that you can lose more people through poor Bible teaching than
you can ever gain through aggressive outreach," Hinkson, associate director for adult
work for the ~rkansasBaptist State Convention, told ministers and lay leaders
attending an Aug. 10 training session at Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center. The
seminar was part of the Church Growth-Sunday School Leadership Conference.
An important: key to quality Bible study, Hinkson said, is properly trained
Sunday school teachers.
"Sometimes we ask people to teach and then we abandon them and they are stuck
with it till Jesus comes. ... They need to know what's expected of them and how to
accomplish it," he said.
At a church he previously served as pastor, Hinkson said he required four things
of Sunday school teachers: 1) They had to be tithers, 2) they had to use
church-purchased Bible study literature, 3) they had to agree to attend weekly
workers meetings and church outreach (visitation), and 4) they had to complete a
teacher training course.
"We realized we needed to get serious about what we were doing on the inside
before we got too serious about outreach," he said.
In addition to poor Bible teaching, Hinkson listed seven other possible causes
of chronic absenteeism: a lack of organization, little or no fellowship, a poor
physical environment, conflict or cliques within the class, unreal expectations of
class members, a lack of assimilation and involvement of members and a lack of
spiritual growth on the part of the teacher and/or members.
Among suggestions for reclaiming absentees, Hinkson mentioned:
- - Focus on "needs-oriented teaching. We're here to help people and meet their
needs, not just cover some biblical content," he said. "Often we lose people, not
because we didn't teach them something, but because w e didn't show that we cared for
them."
- - Enlist outreach leaders and care group leaders. "I personally don't have a
problem with large classes as long as you have a good organization that breaks it
down into care groups," he said.
- - Have monthly class and/or department fellowships to provide opportunities for
personal sharing and relationship building.
- - Visit absentees, listening and seeking to build trust and relationships.
- - Pray for people by name.
- - Begin new classes.
- - Study all aspects of your physical space, such as: how far people have to
walk to the class, how many steps they have to climb, the color and condition of the
room, the effectiveness of the lighting, the condition of the furnishings, etc.
"It's the little things that go unattended that cause us problems in church,"
Hinkson said.
The Church Growth-Sunday School Leadership Conference was sponsored by the
Baptist Sunday School Board's Bible teaching-reaching division.

- -30--

Tap spiritual gifts, don't fret
failure, she tells churches

By Chip Alford

Baptist Press
8/11/94

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)--Failure is not fatal.
That's one maxim Jerri Herring would like every Southern Baptist church to
learn.
"We are going to try things that don't work out, but that's OK. We can learn
from our mistakes," Herring, a growth consultant for the Baptist Sunday School
Board's Bible teaching-reaching division, told ministers of education attending an
Aug. 10 training session at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Conference Center. The seminar
was part of the Church Growth-Sunday School Leadership Conference.
Often afraid to try something new, Herring said many ministers spend a lot of
their time "propping up the negatives" - - trying to fix things that don't work.
- -mare--
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"Instead of looking at where we're not doing so well and trying to fix it or
'propit up,' we need to start at our point of strength and work from there," Herring
said. "We are going to have to look at some things our church does best, find out
the n eds of the people in the community and then determine, under God, 'What is it
that this church is uniquely gifted to do?'"
She suggested churches intewested.in growth ask four questions when planning
their ministry:
1) What are we currently doing?
2) Where does God want us to be?
3) What are the obstacles preventing us from getting there?
4) What actions can we take to get us to where God wants us to be?
Another important step is determining the spiritual gifts of church members.
"1 think we missed a great opportunity when we stopped talking about spiritual
giftedness in the 1960s,*'Herring said. "Because of the charismatic movement, we
decided to just stop talking about it for fear it would break up our churches."
As a result, she said, a generation of Southern Baptists grew up without
discovering their spiritual gifts.
"1 think that's one reason people drop out of Sunday school leadership roles
because they are saying, 'This isn't fun. I just don't enjoy it.' It may be that
they just aren't gifted in that area."
Another way to stimulate growth is to learn from churches who are experiencing
it, Herring said. She said a Sunday School Board survey of approximately 400 growing
churches revealed seven common characteristics:
1) "Dynamic leadership." Everybody on the church staff has a vision, a goal and
a purpose for that church, and they are involved in an ongoing process of empowering
the p ople to do the work. They are not afraid of change or trying something new.
2) "A realization that prayer is crucial." It is planned, practiced and
promoted.
3) "Exciting worship." It can be traditional or contemporary, but either way,
there is,an "air of celebration."
4) "Bible study is foundational to everything they do." There is no argument
about which is better - - Sunday school or home Bible study groups - - they do both.
5 ) "Fellowship is a unifying element." Building and maintaining relationships
is a key.
6) "Children's and preschool ministry is a priority." Such factors as space,
teachers and location are the best they can be. This is vital to reaching young
adults with children.
7) "Outreach is a priority." A specific weekly visitation time is designated,
although members are encouraged to make contacts all during the week. Outreach is
assigned and people are held accountable for it.
While churches can gain from following the above principles, Herring warned
against implementing another church's ministry model to the letter.
"It really bothers me when we take other people's dreams and try to make them
work in our church. We need to develop our own vision," she said.

- -30- -

Iowa flood victims give
to assist in Georgia

Baptist Press

By David Winfrey

8/11/94

OTTUMWA, Iowa (BP)--An Iowa couple flooded from their home last year are among
the contributors to the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board's relief fund for Georgia
flood victims.
Patrick and Marita Richmond were one of the 400 families driven from their homes
last year in Wapello County, Iowa.
"We lost everything. It (the house) was under water for about six weeks, I
believe," she s a i d . "I have a way of forgetting bad things."
Barry Stewart, pastor of Albia Road Baptist Church, said the Richmonds were
among many ineligibl for relief funds becaus of restrictions from government
programs or assistance agenci s.
- -more--
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Iowa and Southern Baptists "have helped a lot of people in this area," said
Stewart, who since September has directed the local flood relief center. "It just
really opened up a lot of opportunities for ministry."
With insurance, the Richmonds built a new home seven miles from the river. But
they had no money for furniture, Richmond said. After being rejected-byat least two
agencies, they learned about Stewart, she said.
"The Baptists were the first ones to send us help," she said. "Barry Stewart
just said, 'What's your name, where do you live and what do you need?'"
Richmond said her family wanted to assist others who are experiencing the same
difficulties her families faced.
"We were very touched when we heard about the floods in Georgia because we know
what they were going through," she said.
The Home Mission Board purchased a $25,000water purification unit for the
Midwest region and provided $90,000 for disaster and hunger relief funds. So far,
about $6,200 has been donated to the Home Mission Board to assist families in the
flooded area of Georgia.
The Iowa Southern Baptist Fellowship has distributed more than $220,000 in
relief funds to families so far, according to Steve Melvin, director of church
extension, evangelism and brotherhood programs for the Iowa Baptist Fellowship. In
addition to the Home Mission Board, several state Baptist conventions also sent
financial assistance, Melvin said.
In addition to a check, Iowa recipients received a letter explaining Southern
Baptist relief efforts and a list of Southern Baptist churches in their area, Melvin
said.
"It's given us an opportunity to say that we care," he said. "We've had an
opportunity to demonstrate the concern for those who have suffered loss in the
flood."
Stewart agreed. "The one thing I've been proud of is that because of the HMB
fund and other church funds I've been able to help people that nobody else would
help. "
--3O-Church's monthly jazz vespers
ref1 cts its inner-city locale

By Mark Baggett

Baptist Press
8/11/94

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)--The song was a hymn, "It Is Well with My Soul," curling
through the windows of Southside Baptist Church's Foster Auditorium and out into the
Five Points south section of Birmingham, Ala. But the notes, played on Frank Adams's
silky saxophone and,sungby Rickey Powell, were decidedly blue.
This is Southside's jazz vespers, held the first Sunday evening of the month at
5:30, performed by an ensemble of professional jazz musicians from Birmingham and
organized by pastor Dale Chambliss and church member Cheryl SLmonetti, music
coordinator for the group and pianist.
"Since our Sunday morning worship comes out of the classical, traditional
background," says Chambliss, "Jazz vespers is a more appropriate contemporary
approach for us than, say, contemporary Christian music. As an inner-city church
that emphasizes a community spirit and an interracial spirit, it's more in keeping
with who we are."
Simonetti works with Chambliss and with vocalist Powell, a member and sololst at
Sixth Avenue Baptist Church, in planning the monthly program. They include
spirituals and hymn arrangements and an original, unpublished or experimental
arrangement each month. The informal, one-hour service features solos by local and
guest musicians, a short devotional by Chambliss and even literary readings. There
is no invitation, and the offering plates sit by the door for contributions to pay
the players.
"We're a group that got together as a result of a few miracles, that's all,"
laughs Simonetti, 42, a lawyer with the Alabama Department of Human Resources when
she's not massaging the keyboard.
- -more-
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One by one, the group of musicians came aboard - - saxophonist Neil MacLean,
drummer Sonny Harris, bassist Robert Dickson, trumpeter Tommy Stewart and Alabama
Jazz Hall of Fame member Frank Adams, who is also music supervisor of Birmingham City
Schools. As they looked for a singer, Simonetti heard Rickey Powell at Birmingham's
"Function at Tuxedo Junction," a yearly festivaE"faaturingjazz musicians. He proved
the perfect fit.
"Most of them have been playing for years," she says, "and they will show up 30
minutes before the show, while I've been practicing for a month. We're strictly
improvisational, and they keep me guessing. But they have been sweet and patient
with me."
Simonetti's playing is something of a miracle itself. Trained as a classical
musician, she stopped playing the piano for 20 years. Then, 18 months ago, a friend
asked her to play at a wedding at the church.
"No way," she said initially, but soon practiced enough to get her fingers in
shape. A week after the wedding, pastor Chambliss mentioned the idea of doing a
service with an alternative brand of music, patterned after a jazz vespers service he
had attended in New York City. "I suggested jazz," Simonetti remembers, "He said,
'Letfs talk. ' "
By November 1993, jazz vespers debuted, to good reviews by the church and
community. The average crowd has numbered 100 or so, and the musicians and audiences
now know more of what: to expect.
"I wouldn't be surprised if the idea took off," says Adams. "The atmosphere is
so relaxed and informal, like you'd have years ago when you'd sit at: someone's house
and just play.
"The one thing I like about it is that jazz has often been associated with
smoke-filled rooms. But the beauty of it shows up here in the church. It's a
beautiful setting. People are here to listen, not to indulge themselves. You can
look out there and know they appreciate what you're about, and that's not true in
other s ttings ."
Powell agrees, seeing jazz vespers as an outlet to express an important side of
his musical experience. "I don't want the music to be contrived or rehearsed, but
our music has gotten stronger and tighter the more we played. At first, we had a jam
session attitude; now it's more an ensemble. The audience seems to respond to the
improvisations."
"Nice work if you can get it," Powell sings, unhurriedly working through a
program that includes "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot," "Autumn Leaves" and other favorites
and new arrangements. Church families with children and its senior members are out
in force, and the service has become an entry point for those in the community who
may be coming back to church after a while. But the jazz tradition has made one
major concession to church practice in jazz vespers: "We start and end on time,"
says Chambliss.

- -3o--

SBC church historian
retires after 35 years

Baptist Press
By Debbie Moore

8/11/94

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Claude L. Howe Jr., a distinguished scholar in the field of
Southern Baptist church history, retired July 31 after spending four decades of his
life at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.
A professor of church history at the New Orleans seminary since 1959, Howe said
he always had been interested in teaching. His interest began in the area of
mathematics, having obtained bachelor's and master's degrees in the subject from
Mississippi College in 1948 and Purdue University in 1950. From 1951 to 1954, during
the Korean Crisis, he used his mathematical skills as a finance officer with the
United States Army.
Toward the end of his military service he began to feel a gradual calling to the
ministry. "It was a growing impression. My father was a minister, so I was well
~ How , who accept d a
aware of what is involved in the life of a p a ~ t o r ,said
position as pastor of Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church in Sand Hill, Miss., where he served
from 1954-60.
- -more-
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"1 have never regretted my earlier training and experience. You gain
experiences outside the church setting which you need to understand Christian
developments," Howe said. "The skills of thinking (learned through mathematics) have
helped me in placing things in perspective."
To prepare himself for the mknlstry, Howe attended New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary, where he received the bachelor of divinity in 1957 and the
doctor of theology in 1959.
He was a fellow for the renowned Southern Baptist historian Penrose St. Amant.
After serving a year as a contract church history teacher for the seminary in 1959,
he was invited to join the NOBTS faculty formally in 1960. Howe later gained further
study through the University of Oxford in England and helped arrange subsequent
Oxford study programs for New Orleans Seminary students.
Howe had served as chairman of the seminary's division of theological and
historical studies since the creation of the division in 1972; he specialized in
modern, Baptist and American studies. He twice led the seminary's self-study team
for reaffirmation.of accreditation by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools and the Association of Theological Schools in the
United States and Canada, in 1973 and 1983. Last year he was honored as the first
occupant of the new fully endowed John T. Westbrook Chair of Church History.
"Through church history, I have tried to provide a good, balanced, comprehensive
understanding of the development of the total Christian community, of how Christians
in America are a part of this, and how Baptists have related to it and contributed to
it," said Howe, who feels a historical perspective is "helpful in these changing
times."
Howe extended his gratitude "to Southern Baptists for providing a place of
service across the years, ... and to my colleagues of the past who have been so
supportive."
"The seminary has been an integral part of my life and the life of my family for
four decades," he said, "and my own involvements have been more with this seminary
and its life than with any other entity. So it's very much a part of me, and I'm
very much a part of it."
Howe received New Orleans Seminary's distinguished alumnus award in 1986. The
author of several articles and books concerning the history of the Southern Baptist
Convention, he also wrote a history of New Orleans Seminary, "Seventy-FiveYears of
Providence and Prayer," released last year and published by NOBTS.
Seminary president Landrum P. Leavell I1 commended Howe for his lengthy tenure
and said he was grateful to Howe and others like him who have invested their lives in
the seminary. "One of the reasons for the stability of this seminary," Leavell said,
"is that we've had a stable faculty, those who have planted their lives and stayed
for the duration."
Originally from Senatobia, Miss., Howe is married to the former Joyce Whitten of
Cleveland, Miss., who holds a bachelor's degree from Mississippi College and a master
of religious education degree from New Orleans Seminary and who retired this year
from teaching fifth grade in Slidell, La. The Howes, who will continue to reside in
Picayune, Miss., have one son, Kenneth, who is an architect.
- -30-(BP) photos available upon request from NOBTS public relations office.

Jack Coldiron loses.
himself in his singing

By Bob Murdaugh

Baptist Press
8/11/94

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--One of the aspects of teaching voice that Jack Coldiron
enjoyed the most in Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary's school of church
music was his privilege of llgtting into the minds" of his students, he said.
Coldiron retired July 30 after teaching voice at the Fort Worth, Texas, seminary
since 1963.
--more-
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"Through teaching more than singing, I've come to know the truth that you can't
separate the voice from the human personality," Coldiron said. "I've dealt with each
person's most private, personal thoughts and ambitions. I've found myself in the
role of a counseling psychologist, because once a student would begin to trust me and
hear the mudc, .their ,emotionswould be heightened and they'd begin to tell me things
I didn't always want to hear."
Coldiron taught his voice students that imagination must be fundamental in their
voice performances.
"You have to lose yourself,' said the 68-year-oldColdiron, before admitting he
still gets the jitters sometimes before he performs. "Even if there are mistakes, a
live performance is more interesting than a recording because you can't predict what
will happen next during a live performance."
Coldiron's earliest experiences in singing for live audiences came when he was a
boy. He often sang on the religious radio programs hosted by his father and in
church worship services before his father preached.
After his high school graduation in 1944, Coldiron's interest in voice led him
to a short career as a radio announcer, during which he learned valuable voice
inflection and timing techniques. He, a baritone, continues to use those techniques
when he sings.
"You want to be so skilled that when you sing, you get out of the way so that
the ideas and emotions of your song will be communicated to the public," Coldiron
said. He said he would still love to study under great baritones such as Dietrich
Fischer-Dieskau, Thomas Hampson and Graham Johnson, whom he describes as "consummate
artists noted for their abilities to get into the literature and music in very deep
ways. "
- -30-(BP) photo available from Southwestern public relations office.
HMB drama team compiles
missions-oriented sketches

By David Winfrey

Baptist Press
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ATLANTA (BP)--A book of one-act plays performed by a home missions drama team
has been published for church drama groups and others interested in sketches about
missions.
The book, 'Drama on Mission," contains 18 sketches by MissionsUSA Live, a
traveling team of seven US-2 home missionaries with the Southern Baptist Home Mission
Board.
Since their formation last year, MissionsUSA Live has performed more than 200
times in churches and on college campuses in 29 states to promote home missions
through music and drama.
Most of the sketches were written by group members or home missionary Tom
Eggleston, the team's supervisor.
"When MissionsUSA Live was formed, the group soon discovered that very little
dramatic material had been written on the theme of missions," he said.
The sketches require from two to eight actors and no longer than seven minutes
to perform.
They are ideal for church drama groups and college groups, Eggleston said. "The
themes do speak to missions of sewanthood and hurting humanity and serving in
Christ's spirit."
The sketch book can be ordered from the Home Mission Board's customer services
An audio cassette of music by MissionsUSA Live
department at 1-800-634-2462.
is also available.
--3O--
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By C.C. Risenhoover

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--Three individuals and a television station received the
first annual "Covenantw awards during telecast of the ACTS (Amaricaw Qhristian
Television Senrice) "Night of Honors" on Aug. 5 .
Recipients were Ken Wales, co-producer of the "Christy" television series for
CBS and MTM; Ted Baehr, chief executive officer of the Christian Film and Television
Commission in Atlanta; Richard Neill, a Fort Worth, Texas, dentist who waged a
one-family battle to get Phil Donahue taken off a Dallas TV station; and WFAA-TV
(Channel 8), a Dallas station that has been promoting a "Family First" campaign.
"Covenant" is a movement of people who are supporting the Southern Baptist Radio
and Television Commission effort to combat pornography and violence in media with
Christian family values programming.
Several ACTS and FamilyNet affiliates also received awards during the telecast.
ACTS, celebrating its 10th anniversary this year, is the RTVC's "Faith and Valuesn
cable television service that reaches into more than 20 million homes. FamilyNet,
the commission's broadcast television service, reaches into more than 50 million
homes.
RTVC Jack Johnson said the first "Covenant" awards were given to honor spiritual
and moral idealism in television.
"Giving up on television is not the answer," Johnson said. "It is the most
effective means we have for communicating the gospel of Christ to large numbers of
people. And, other than the family, it can be one of our best tools for teaching
traditional Christian family values. All the new technology that is available can be
used for good as well as evil. It's our job as Christians to use it for good."
Indiana native Wales, son of a minister, was the keynote speaker for the ACTS
anniversary luncheon Aug. 6 at Ridglea Country Club in Fort Worth. The "Covenant"
award recipient has 33 years experience as a producer, director, writer and actor.
The "Christyn project first came to his attention in 1969, Wales said, when he
was filming the MGM movie "She Loves Me" starring Julie Andrews. "Christy," the
best-selling book by Catherine Marshall was also in production. Both projects were
canceled when the studio changed management.
Wales said he never forgot *Christy," the story of Catherine Marshall's mother
who journeyed to the Great Smoky Mountains to teach in a mission school when she was
only 19. Marshall also was author of "A Man Called Peter," which became a
top-grossing 20th Century Fox film in the 1950s. Wales said it also made a lasting
impression on him.
He said he met Marshall in the late 1970s, they became friends, and he talked to
her about reviving "Ch~isty.'~Wales said he also had many lengthy conversations with
Marshall's mother, Lenora Wood, who was the actual heroine of the story. Neither
mother nor daughter lived to see Wales finally obtain film rights to "Christyl1 in
1987, but he said he still maintains a close relationship with other members of the
Marshall family.
"Christy1'is being filmed on location in Townsend, Tenn. Co-producer is Barney
Rosenzweig, who was Wales's classmate at the University of Southern California. They
also co-produced John Steinbeck's "East of Eden," which won the Golden Globe award
and several Emmys for best mini-series.
As an actor, Wales appeared in 24 feature films and seven television series. He
is probably best remembered for his role as Betty's boyfriend in the TV series
"Father Knows Best ."
He was vice president of production for The Disney Channel (Walt Disney
Productions) and has feature film production credit on 13 projects. His network TV
credits include being associate producer of the "Cagney and Lacey" series.
Baehr, in addition to his CEO role for The Christian Film and Television
Commission, also is publisher of "MovieGuide," a family guide to movies and
entertainment based on Judeo-Christian values. He is the host/producer of
"MovieGuide: A Biblical Guide to Movies and Entertainment," which is syndicated daily
through the USA Radio Network and weekly on "Family News in Focus." The "MovieGuideW
television program is aired nationwide by FamilyNet.
--more-
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Baehr also writes a column that is published in newspapers and magazines
throughout the country and hosts a weekly news analysis/interview radio program, "The
Ted Baehr Show."
Past pr sident of the Episcopal Radio-Television Foundation, Baehr was executive
producer and host of the weekly PBS television .program '!P.erspectivesH and was
nominated for an Emmy for the program "War and Peace." The series was a joint effort
of the Episcopal, Lutheran, Methodist and Presbyterian churches.
He was also producer of the Episcopal radio series of the "Protestant Hour."
During his tenure, the Episcopal Radio-Television Foundation production of the
C.S. Lewis classic "The Chronicles of Narnia: v e Lion, The Witch, and the Wardroben
was watched by an estimated 37 million people on CBS-TV. It received an Emmy as best
animated special.
Baehr has authored numerous articles and several books, including "The Christian
Family Guide to Movies and Video," "Getting the Word Outn and nHollywood's Reel of
Fortune: A Winning Strategy to Redeem the Entertainment Industry."
He has been a guest on numerous Christian and secular radio and television
programs that include "Entertainment Tonight."
Baehr graduated summa cum laude from Dartmouth College with a degree in
comparative literature. He earned his juris doctor from New York University School
of Law. He also studied at the University of Bordeau and Toulouse, University of
Munich and Cambridge University, and completed his theological studies at the
Institute of Theology.
His honors include four Angel awards from Religion in Media, a Chicago Intercom
Silver Plaque, a Wilbur award and two awards from The Southern California Motion
Picture Council.
"Covenant" award recipient Neill is author of a new book titled, "Taking On
Donahue and TV Morality." It is the story of how one person can make a difference,
and provides a detailed strategy for others to use in their efforts to clean up
television. The book is co-written with Lela Gilbert and published by Questar.
On April 23, 1992, Neill was in the waiting room of his ophthalmologist waiting
for a scheduled appointment. The television set there was turned to "Donahue,"who
was featuring a woman who claimed to have had sex with 2,759 men. The dentist
noticed children in the room were watching the program with rapt attention.
He reacted by initiating a campaign to encourage advertisers, both local and
national, to drop "Donahue." More than 200 did. The station carrying "Donahue"
dropped the program from its schedule.
The book also details what a personal toll the lengthy, draining, expensive
campaign took on Neill and his family.
"Covenant" award winner WFAA-TV is an ABC affiliate that refused to air the
network's controversial series "NYPD Blue." It is also the station that dropped
"Donahue" in the Dallas/Fort Worth market.
--3o-(BP) photos available upon request from the Radio and Television Commission.
Glorieta receives accreditation
from national camping group
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GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)--Glorieta Baptist Conference Center is one of the first
conference centers in the nation to receive accreditation from the American Camping
Association, the only independent accrediting organization for profit and nonprofit
conference centers.
To earn accreditation, a conference center's operations and procedures are
reviewed by two or more trained professionals while the conference center is in use
by a guest group. Evaluation standards were developed by professionals from the
International Association of Conference Center Administrators, Christian Camping
International and the YMCA.
"By being ACA accredited, Glorieta demonstrates that they comply with high
quality standards designed specifically,forconf rence centers," said Margery
Scanlin, director of ACA accreditation programs.
- -more--
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Glorieta director Larry Haslam said wwhile accreditation is strictly voluntary,
we owe it to our guest groups to have the best operation that we possibly can.
Accreditation demonstrates our commitment to quality."
Established in 1952, Gloriata operates year-round and serves more than 50,000
guests each year. Glorieta is on of two natidnal conference centers operated by the
Baptist Sunday School Board. The second is Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Conference
Center.

.
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EDITORSt NOTE: Photos are available for (BP) stories titled "Goat herder, valley of
churches among his missions highlightsn and "McKinney retires after 44 years at
Southwestern," dated 8/9/94. Contact Southwestern Seminary's public relations
office.
Thanks,
Baptist Press
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