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WASHINGTON--U.S. celebration caps year of True Lave Waits; photos.
WASHINGTON--TrueLove Waits around the world.
TEXAS--Formermissionaries visit Cuba for first time in 25 years; photos.
TEXAS - - Southwestern trustees elect Hemphill to succeed Dilday.
TEXAS - - Hemphill addresses constituencies, concerns at Southwestern Seminary.
DALLAS - - Russell Dilday to join staff of Baylor's Truett Seminary.
NEW MEXICO--Homemissionary lost in mountains for nearly a day found safe.
NEW MEXICO--'1,995 in 95' church starting goal set.
SWEDEN--BWAunderscores reconciliation, nominates officers, honors Carter.
SWEDEN--BWAvotes deplore African violence, support families, religious liberty.
GEORGIA--Georgiaflood victims struggle to recover; photos.
GEORGIA--Flood drama still real to survivors; photos.
TENNESSEE--SouthernBaptist disaster officials stress call for more volunteers.
ARKANSAS--ArkansasBaptist missions leaders die in single vehicle accident.
ATLANTA--'Topping out' ceremony held for HMB building.
MISSISSIPPI--Gamingcommissioners refuse gambling ban for Gulfshore.
DALLAS--Annuity Board expands toll-free services.
U.S. celebration caps
year of True Love Waits

By Charles Willis

Baptist Press
7/29/94

WASHINGTON (BP)--A national celebration for the year-long "True Love Waits"
sexual abstinence campaign brought thousands of youth from across the United
States together in person and by television July 29 on Washington's National Mall.
An estimated 25,000 teen-agers attended the day of events sponsored by the
Baptist Sunday School Board of Nashville, Tenn., and Youth for Christ of Denver,
host of a July 27-31 youth evangelism conference also in Washington.
Thousands more viewed evening events by live broadcast on the Charlotte,
N.C.,-based Inspirational Network (ZNSP).
Begun by the Sunday School Board in April 1993, the campaign is designed to
encourage teen-agers and college students to pledge sexual abstinence until
marriage. In subsequent months, 27 other U.S. denominations and organizations
have endorsed the campaign and international interest has increased its
visibility.
Throughout the morning of July 29, approximately 1,000 Southern Baptist teens
worked under the direction of the youth department of the Southern Baptist
Brotherhood Commission to fill the equivalent of several city blocks of the mall's
grassy area with signed sexual abstinence pledge cards from the nation's teens and
college students. As of 3 p.m., more than 207,000 cards had been received at the
mall, with groups continuing to deliver the pledges. Some churches which
participated in the campaign missed the deadline to ship cards for the display or
chose to use them in other ways, celebration organizers said.
- -more--
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President Bill Clinton was to meet with a representative group of 150 youth
and 10 adults for a one-hour dialog at the White House early in the afternoon.
Included am ng those to participate was Richard Ross, campaign spokesperson from
the Sunday School Board.
On hand to lend their support, answer news media questions or to perform at an
evening concert were contemporary Christian artists, including the Newsboys, Geoff
Moore and the Distance, Steven Curtis Chapman, Petra, Lisa Bevil and DeGanno &
Key.
At a morning news conference using the massive pledge-card display as a
backdrop, Ross characterized the campaign as "a positive challenge to teen-agers
to make a promise to be sexually abstinent from this day forward until their
wedding day."
Dave Sherrer of Youth for Christ said the success of the campaign demonstrates
"God raises up movements; people raise up organizations."
Christian artists who spoke to the media included Chapman, who said he
believes "there is hope for this generation by letting God make the rules in their
lives. "
M ore added his belief that "we all feel very humbled and small compared to
what this (campaign) has become. True Love Waits is about raising standards and
having young people take a stand not only for abstinence but also for truth."
Entertainer Lakitha Garth, spokesperson for Athletes for Abstinence, said she
hears youth asking why abstinence is not presented more often as an option when
messages about the use of condoms are prevalent.
"There is no condom that can protect you from a broken heart and a shattered
dream," she declared.
Josh McDowell, a writer and speaker, urged behavior among youth that
demonstrates the same character in private that they display in public.
Blasting federal officials and educational programs he said favor safe-sex
messages over those of higher moral options, McDowell insisted "character is
consistent. While the government and educators may have given up on them, our
kids are not animals. They are created in the image of God."
Teen-ager Susan Fitzgerald, a member of Tulip Grove Baptist Church in
Hermitage, Tenn., was among the first youth group to make public in 1993 their
intentions to remain chaste until marriage.
In addressing the news conference, she said her desire is "to do with my life
what God wants me to do. When I made this decision, I decided I want to be in a
relationship with someone who has the same values."
Keith Hartsell, a youth from Springfield, Va., said he believes God's plan for
so we can enjoy sex within
sexual purity is designed "to keep us safe
marriage."
Washington teen-ager Monica McIntyre, a member of the Third Street Church of
God, said the campaign has helped her know "I am not the only one. If others se
this, it may reinforce their beliefs."
Concurrent with the Washington festivities were similar celebrations involving
more youth in Kampala, Uganda, in Africa and Ottawa, Ontario, in Canada.
Local, national and international news media reporters covering the July 29
rally added to more than a year of intense print and broadcast media coverage.
More than 500 media outlets with a combined listening, viewing and reading
audience in the hundreds of millions have reported on the campaign during the past
year f r audiences in the United States, Canada, England, Australia, China,
Brazil, Argentina, Sweden, Colombia, Venezuela, South Korea, Frande, Northern
Ireland and several African countries.
The Washington rally followed a June display in Orlando, Fla., of more than
102,000 abstinence cards, from Southern Baptist youth. The cards, signed in their
hometowns and churches, came after Bible studies, music, Christian sex education
resources and other materials had been used to present the biblical view of sex
within marriage.
--more-- '
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The pledge cards read: "Believing that true love waits, I make a commitment
to God, myself, my family, those I date, my future mate and my future children to
be sexually pure until the day I enter a covenant marriage relationship."
For Southern Baptists, the national celebration does not mark the end of the
campaign as much as a transition to a ongoing emphasis. The Sunday School Board
is developing a True Love Waits planning kit for churches interested in educating
youth and college students about the biblical view of sexuality. Available Oct.
1, the kit will include Bible study materials, a drama, music, ideas for church
services/celebrations and information to order supplemental materials such as the
Christian Sex Education Resources published by the BSSB, the True Love Waits album
and commitment rings, among other resources.
Messengers to the 137th annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in
Orlando voted June 15 to make the campaign's message an annual emphasis. February
will be designated as "True Love Waits" month on the denominational calendar and
the Sunday School Board will provide guidance materials to help churches carry out
a yearly abstinence education program.
A display of covenant cards signed by young people from around the world is
planned for Aug. 1-6, 1995, during the Baptist World Congress in Buenos Aires,
Argentina.
- -30-A file of quotes by states from youth participating in the display of covenants on
the National Mall in Washington will be posted in the SBCNet News Room Friday
evening. An updated version of this story, along with a story about the extensive
news media interest in the July 29 activities, will be posted Saturday morning
after 10 a.m. Eastern Time. Photos will be sent from Washington to state Baptist
newspapers and will be available electronically through PressLink. Baptist Press
stories also will be available through PressLink.

True Love Waits
around the world

Baptist Press
By Charles Willis

7/29/94

WASHINGTON (BP)--While approximately 25,000 United States youth participat d
in the July 29 True Love Waits celebration in Washington, and thousands more
viewed television coverage of the event, youth in other countries participated in
similar sexual abstinence emphases.
The goal of True Love Waits, to encourage teen-agers and college students to
follow biblical teachings and remain chaste until marriage, has been endorsed in
the United States and other countries by a wide range of religious groups.
In Uganda and Canada, support for the campaign, begun by the Baptist Sunday
School Board of Nashville, Tenn., and endorsed by 27 other U.S. denominations and
organizations, was evident in gatherings of young people.
In Kampala, Uganda, a parade of 400 to 500 youth, complete with banners and
police escort, began on July 29 at the city square and continued to the Makerere
University for the last session of the Central and Eastern African Students
Conference. Approximately 150 secondary school and university students from eight
African countries adjourned their session to join in the rally, with a total crowd
growing to an estimated 750 to 1,000. Southern Baptist missionary Sharon Pumpelly
said national broadcast news coverage featured the march as well as interviews.
A member of parliament, Hon. Gad Gasaatura, told the crowd, "We want to turn
around the values in this country. We are seeking true values."
He read from Proverbs 5 , describing it as "a very good book,I1 commending it to
them for their personal study. Free Bibles were distributed at the conclusion of
the rally by campaign organizers.
The Ugandan campaign has gained the support of Janet Museveni, wife of
Uganda's President Yoweri Museveni.
- -more--
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The July 26 issue of Women's Vision, an insert in The New Vision, Kampala's
daily newspap r, r ported Jan t Museveni, host for the July 19 first meeting of
the campaign, said parents should not "sit back expecting someone else to teach
and give their children sex education. Rather she pointed out parents had a duty
to their children to make sure
the children were not ignorant about the basics on sex."
Pumpelly, who along with her husband, Larry, organized the Kampala
celebration, said two-day True Love Waits conferences will be held at
approximately 30 sites across Uganda. A series of nine lessons is planned to
educate young people about the biblical view of sexuality. Each conference will
provide participants an opportunity to sign covenant cards promising to remain
chaste until they marry. She said the collected cards are being considered for
presentation to Uganda's president.
Endorsement for True Love Waits has come from the Uganda National Student
Association as well, she said.
Baptists, Catholics, Anglicans and Pentecostals worked with other religious
and government leaders to offer a wide range of activities for the rally,
including skits, music and testimonies from teens who have already promised to
remain pure until marriage.
At the Baptist Youth Convention in Ottawa, Canada, approximately 1,000 young
people watched the Friday evening broadcast of the Washington event as a part of
their convention program. Over the weekend, more than 7,000 pledge cards
coll cted since January through the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada's True Love
Waits campaign were to be presented to a representative of Canadian Prime Minister
Jean Chretien.
Don Simmonds, national youth coordinator for the Canadian Baptist Federation,
one of 30 denominations in the fellowship, said joining the United States campaign
has provided encouragement "to know we are not alone." In a message read at a
Youth for Christ evangelism conference, a co-sponsor of the U.S. celebration,
Simmonds urged adults to "keep working together to prove to the youth in our
communities what faith in God can mean to them."
The National Youth Convention in Malawi, Africa, in April included a Bible
study on True Love Waits. A11 115 youth attending the annual meeting signed
pledg cards. Baptist Studentflouth advisor Jack Sears said the success of the
ev nt has led to a commitment to provide the True Love Waits campaign in all the
Baptist Associations of Malawi as well as secondary schools. While the country
has 6.5 million youth, 50,000 of whom are Baptist, most cannot attend large
national events, Sears said. The effort to take the campaign to multiple
locations is expected to require all of 1995, he continued.
In Togo, the women's department of the Togolese Baptist Convention launched a
French-language version of the campaign this year at a camp for Christian girls.
A True Love Waits commitment service at Nyeri Baptist High School in Kenya
resulted in commitments from 130 students who cited love for their unborn
children, their future mate, their friends, themselves and God as reasons for
abstinence.
Recently, the Baptist Union of New Zealand announced plans to implement True
Love Waits as an interdenominational campaign.
The Baptist World Alliance, headquartered in McLean, Va., will carry the
program to its 165 Baptist groups representing more than 38 million Baptists in
150 countries. As part of BWA efforts, True Love Waits materials have been
translated into Spanish and French, and a German translation is expected to be
available later. These translations will be sent to international Baptist leaders
who will organize the campaign for their ultural settings. Covenant cards signed
by young p ople from around the world will be collected and displayed Aug. 1-6
during the Baptist World Congress in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
The language mat rials may be ordered by persons in the United States by
contacting Minnie Jackson at the Baptist World Alliance at (703) 790-8980.

- -m re--
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True Love Waits materials and Christian' sex education materials in English are
available from the Baptist Sunday School Board in Nashville, Tenn., by calling
1-800-458-2772from within the Unit d States.
- -30-EDITORS' NOTE: The following story on David Fite's return to Cuba will be
followed on Aug. 1 by an update on Baptist work in Cuba.

Formar missionaries v i s i t Cuba
for first time in 25 years

By Mary E. Speidel

Baptist Press
7/29/94

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--Former missionary David Fite once thought he might
never return to Cuba.
But 25 years after his release from prison there, Fite and his wife, Margaret,
of Fort Worth, Texas, expect to travel to the communist nation July 30. They
will lead conferences in pastoral care and family relationships, respectively, for
the Baptist Convention of Western Cuba. It's the first time they have visited the
island since they left in 1969, following Fite's nearly four-year imprisonment by
the Cuban government.
The Fites were missionaries in Cuba from 1960 to 1969 under the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board. Mrs. Fite is the daughter of former missionaries to
Cuba, the late Herbert Caudill and his wife, Marjorie Caudill, of Decatur, Ga.
In April 1965 David Fite, Herbert Caudill and about: 50 Cuban Baptist leaders
were imprisoned by communist officials on charges of alleged counterrevolutionary
activity. The Southern Baptist missionaries were released and deported in 1969
aft r lengthy diplomatic intemention. Eventually, all the Cuban Baptists also
were freed.
"When we left Cuba we had a lot of questions we asked God: Why did you let
this happen? ... Why did you stop our ministry after only nine years?" said Mrs.
Fite, who also is returning to Cuba for the first time.
"I thought some of the questions wouldn't be answered until we got to heaven,
but this is an opportunity to see just about all the answers. We're thankful
b yond words that God's work has been able to go like it has (in Cuba), and we'll
have the privilege of seeing the fruitsn of Baptist: mission work there.
"We're really looking forward to the re-establishing of relationship with
people we haven't spoken to in 25 years," added Fite, 60, director of continuing
education and off-campus programs at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Fort Worth.
Fite also anticipates getting to know new church leaders and Cuban Christians
converted through Cuban Baptists' ministry since he left Cuba.
'*I'm excited . . .
to observe firsthand the growth of the church there and in a very small way make a
contribution to what (Cuban Baptists) are doing," said Fite. "It's most exciting
to find people who want to continue to learn. This is a way I can experience that
among a people we prize very highly, who we enjoyed working with immensely during
our years in Cuba. "
The trip is the first time the Fites have even attempted to return to Cuba.
"We've been talking a long time with the Cuban (Baptist) leadershipn about
visiting, Fite said. Cuban Baptist leaders have been "anxious for us to return"
to help further educate ministers in the area of pastoral care, he added.
When the former missionaries left in 1969, "we didn't anticipate any immediate
return to Cuba," said Fite. "It was obvious the presence of an American
missionary would not - - if it were permitted - - be advantageous for the Cuban
work. It was time for the Cubans themselves to carry on the work."
Cuban Baptists long had emphasized development of lay leaders within the
churches, Fite said. As a result, when the communist government jailed many of
the pastors in the Baptist Convention of W stern Cuba in 1965, Baptists continued
to grow anyway.
- -more--
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The convention currently has 120 churches and more than 100 mission
congregations. About 50,000 Cubans worship in its churches each Sunday. The
Baptist Convention of Western Cuba, which Southern Baptists relate to, is one of
four Baptist groups in Cuba.
Cuban officials at that time "had anticipated that the church would collapse
without pastoral leadership," Fite said, "but one thing (they) didn't consider is
that in the Baptist church every member is a minister - - the priesthood of the
believ r. What happened in every congregation is that Sunday school teachers,
deacons and other lay people carried on the ministry of the church."
One of the pastors jailed in 1965 is Leoncio Veguilla, vice president of the
Caribbean Baptist Fellowship. Veguilla spent nearly four years as a political
prisoner in Cuba. Ffte recalled seeing him when the Cuban visited the United
States several years ago, the first time since the Fites left Cuba.
"S mebody asked (Veguilla) why he was going back to Cuba, when he could stay
here in the States and have everything he wanted and get his family out (of
Cuba)," related Fite.
"His statement was very simple: 'I'm going back to Cuba because God is at
work in Cuba. '
"That spirit made a profound impression on me and others who were present,"
Fite said. He praised the commitment of Veguilla and other Cuban Baptists leaders
"who have been willing to stay under very adverse circumstances to continue to
witness and minister ... .lo
During his 10-day stay in Cuba, Fite will offer workshops to help such
leaders improve their skills in pastoral care.
"I'll focus on the kinds of things a busy pastor can do that don't consume
more time than he can give. I'll give (pastors) some practical help in how to
manage the more immediate crisis-type ministry, the major area of counseling a
pastor is involved in."
Fite specialized in pastoral care while completing the doctor of philosophy
degre , earned at Southwestern seminary in 1980. During his years as a missionary
in Cuba under the Home Mission Board he taught Greek at: the Baptist seminary in
Havana and was pastor of Buena Vista Baptist Church in Marianao. The Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board assumed relationships with Cuban Baptists in 1989.
While in Cuba, Mrs. Fite will lead conferences for pastors1 wives. She will
focus on child-rearing, forming a Christian home and working with children and
young people in the church.
But she'll adjust her teaching to other needs she discovers after her
arrival. "Our first activity will be to find out what specific problems they
have," she said.
--3o--

(BP) photos (one mug shot of David Fite and two horizontal candids of Cuban
Baptist work) mailed to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of Baptist
Press. Cutlines available on SBCNet News Room.

Southwestern trustees elect
Hemphill t o succeed Dilday

By Art Toalston

Baptist Press
7/2 9/94

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--Kenneth "Ken" S. Hemphill, a Southern Baptist church
growth analyst and former pastor, was unanimously elected July 28 as the seventh
president in Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary's 86-year history.
The secret-ballot vote by 38 of the seminary's trustees at a closed special
meeting elevates Hemphill, 46, to the seminary's presidency immediately, according
to chairman Ralph W. Pulley Jr., a Dallas attorney.
- -more--
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In a news conf rence after his election, Hemphill voiced commitments to the
selection of professors who hold to biblical inerrancy and to the Southern Baptist
Convention Cooperative Program by which churches fund SBC national and
international missions and ministries. He predicted good relations with Texas
Baptists and said he would seek to enhance the seminary's sense of family and its
work of producing pastors and church workers with a passion for God.
Hemphill has been director of the Southern Baptist Center for Church Growth,
a cooperative venture by the SBC Home Mission Board and Baptist Sunday School
Board, since 1982. Previously he had been pastor of First Baptist Church in
Norfolk, Va., 11 years, during which the congregation grew from fewer than 1,000
members to nearly 7,000.
He succeeds Russell H. Dilday Jr., who was fired by the trustees March 9
after nearly 16 years at the seminary's helm.
In firing Dilday, trustees declared they wanted new leadership for the
seminary and listed among their frustrations with Dilday his lack of support for
the 15-year conservative resurgence in the SBC. The firing has caused
considerable controversy throughout the denomination.
Southwestern is the largest of the SBC's six seminaries and is known as the
world's largest seminary. While a majority of its 4,000 students are from Texas,
its enrollment includes others from 48 states and 51 countries. Located on a
200-acre campus in Fort Worth, Texas, it has 102 elected faculty, with a 1993-94
budget of more than $22 million.
An 11-member trustee search committee, along with a faculty and a student
representative, unanimously recommended Hemphill after six meetings in less than
three months after Dilday's dismissal. The committee's chairman was Miles Seaborn
Jx., pastor of Birchman Baptist Church in Fort Worth and a former Southern Baptist
missionary to the Philippines whose son, Neal, now is a missionary there.
Jim Henry, SBC president, voiced enthusiasm for Hemphill and his wife,
Paula.
"Southwestern Seminary is known for its missionary spirit, its commitment to
prepare men and women for effective service in the church, and its unswerving
d dication to academic excellence built on the truth and reliability of the
Bible," Henry, pastor of First Baptist Church in Orlando, Fla., recounted in a
prepared statement. "Ken Hemphill epitomizes that heartbeat in his personal life.
He has a solid track record of preaching what he teaches. Dr. Hemphill is firm in
his convictions and gracious in his attitudes and actions. He and his equally
capable wife, Paula, will make a strong leadership team for our school. They will
add to the strong foundations already in place."
Dilday, in a telephone interview, told Baptist Press, "Out of friendship
that we've shared for many years, I wish Ken the very best in his new
responsibility. I'm praying for him, that the Lord would provide him wisdom and
courage that would be sufficient for the enormous challenge he faces."
William B. Tolar, who was named acting president after Dilday's dismissal,
said in an intewiew he senses "a scholar's mind and a pastor's heart" in
Hemphill. "I'm looking forward to moving ahead in a positive mode," Tolar added.
Nevertheless, the seminary's accreditation remains at stake, Tolar
acknowledged. The Association of Theological Schools has not responded to a
request from the seminary to postpone a second announced visit to the campus this
fall into the spring, said Tolar, who also is Southwestern's provost and vice
president for academic affairs.
The request was made "to give our new president a chance to get his feet on
the ground," Tolar said. While not making a prediction, he stated, "I'm hopeful
that we'll riot be put on probation. There are so many aspects of the seminary
that the committee found in excellent condition."
--more--
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A five-m mber team repr senting ATS and the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools s p nt a full day in May on the campus interviewing current and past
trustee officers, Dilday, faculty, administrative staff and elect d student
1 aders. In March, ATS' executive director, James L. Waits, issued a written
rebuke to the trustees, noting "such precipitous actionn was "a clear violation of
accepted governance practices and places in jeopardy the vitality and basic
integrity of the institution." Waits also called on trustees to rescind their
action.
Hemphill was not asked about the accreditation matter during his news
conference.
An awkward moment during the news conference occurred when Seaborn, acting
as moderator, ruled out of order a question about whether Dilday would be welcome
at the seminary.
Seaborn had said at the outset of the session "I mn maintaining the
prer gative
(to) rule out of order anything that deals with anything but the
future and the reality of the love and the blessing of this moment."
The salary package voted for Hemphill was not disclosed by trustee leaders.
Pulley said it is comparable to other SBC seminary presidents, while Seaborn said
it is comparable to what Dilday would have received and is not the highest among
SBC executives nor the lowest.
Recounting the process that led to vote for Hemphill, Seaborn said during
the news conference, "We prayed that God would give us a spiritual experience, and
he did this afternoon. This is perhaps one of the most far-reaching and
influential decisions and appointments in the Southern Baptist Convention in the
next decade, and all of us have intensely felt the pressure and the opportunity as
well to seek God's heart, to seek God's mind in this.
"We're united in prayer support as trustees in standing with Dr. Hemphill
and Paula in leading Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary to its brightest,
most God-honoring days that we have ever known," Seaborn said, "and we will never
look back.
We are excited and united."
Morris H. Chapman, president of the SBC Executive Committee, told B a p t i s t
Press in a telephone interview, "The unanimous vote of the trustees in the
election of Dr. Hemphill and his strong sense of God's call to the task are cause
for g nuine thanksgiving among Southern Baptists. His election assures a dynamic
futur for Southwestern in theological education and its worldwide witness for
Christ. He will give visionary leadership not only as an academician but as a
pow rful preacher of God's Word from the pulpits of Southern Baptist churches."
Jerold McBride, president of the Baptist General Convention of Texas and
pastor of First Baptist Church in San Angelo, meanwhile told Baptist Press he has
no criticism of Hemphill "and was very much impressed with him, a very winsome
individual," in meeting him for lunch several years ago. Hemphill has good
ducational credentials and "certainly has the IQ" to learn the administrative
skills he'll need, McBride said.
However, he said, "The trustees run the institution and that's the way it
ought to be," but whoever is president "won't make any difference in the direction
of the seminary. So long as those trustees are there - - the ones who fired Dilday
- - you're not going to see any change.
"I really feel that it would be magnanimous on the part of those who vot d
to fir Dilday if would put the seminary first and resign and let Hemphill go into
office without that excess baggage," McBride continued. "That won't happen, of
course, but it would certainly go a long way in the healing process."
The Texas convention's executive board created a theological education study
committee in June, McBride noted, and "Texas Baptists owe it to themselves to make
a serious study of theological education programs in Texas and determine their
ad quacy to meet the needs of Texas Baptists."
--more--
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During 25 years as a pastor, Hemphil1,also has served churches in
Battletown, Ky.; Little Stukel y, England; and Galax, Va.
Hemphill holds a doctor of philosophy degree from Cambridge University in
Cambridge, England; master of divinity and doctor of ministry degrees from
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky.; and a bachelor's degre
from Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem,N.C.
A prolific writer, Hemphill's sixth book, "The Antioch Effect," recently was
released by the Sunday School Board's Broadman & Holman publishing arm. Other
books by Hemphill are "Mirror, Mirror on the Wall: Discovering Your True Self
Through Spiritual Gifts," nThe Official Rule Book for the New Church Game," "The
Bonsai Theory of Church
Growth," "Spiritual Gifts: Empowering the New Testament Church," "Growing an
Evangelistic Sunday School" and "Life Answers: Making Sense of Your World."
A native of Morganton, N.C., Hemphill credits his late father, a longtime
Baptist pastor, for leading him to faith in Christ and his mother as a key
supporter via her prayers.
Hemphill's wife, a former trustee of the SBC Foreign Mission Board,
currently is Baptist Woman's director for the Noonday Baptist Association in
Marietta, Ga., and Woman's Missionary Union director for her church, First Baptist
of Woodstock, Ga. She was the 1986-87 president of Virginia Baptist Minister's
Wives.
She earned registered cytotechnologist status with the International Academy
of Cytology and the American Society of Clinical Pathologists during the early
1970s. Cytology is the branch of biology dealing with the structure, function and
life history of cells.
The Hemphills, married 25 years, have three young-adult daughters, Kristina,
Rachael and Katherine.
- -30-Hemphill addresses constituencies,
concerns at Southwestern Seminary By Art Toalston

Baptist Press
7/29/94

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--Ken Hemphill accepted the presidency of Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary July 28, stating at the outset: "I am here by God's
call, to accomplish God's purpose, through his supernatural empowering, under his
sovereign care, for as long as he desires."
During a news conference attended by various newspaper and TV reporters and
the 38 trustees who unanimously elected him to office, Hemphill then addressed
each of the seminary's constituencies and discussed a range of concerns at the
4,000-studentSouthern Baptist Convention seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, founded
86 years ago.
To Southwestern's conatituencies, Hemphill said:
- - "I am especially grateful to the trustees for the confidence in me, and
I pledge to them my best efforts and my full cooperation. I am delighted to have
the opportunity to serve with these God-called men and women."
- - "I look forward with great anticipation to developing a collegial
relationship with a committed and qualified faculty. I pledge to them visionary
leadership, personal friendship and caring ministry."
- - "I am most excited about the privilege of sharing my heart for ministry
with young men and women who have entrusted their theological training to
Southwestern Seminary. I pledge to the students quality academic education,
combined with practical ministry skills, taught in the context of a caring
Christian community. We are committed to educating both the head and the heart."
- - "To the Southwestern alumni, I promise that we will not compromise the
great heritage of mission and evangelism that is foundational to this seminary and
will undergird all that we do. We will follow the dictates of (seminary founder)
B.H. Carroll's dying wish by keeping this seminary 'lashed to the c r o s ~ . ' ~
- -more--
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"To Southern Baptists everywhere, I promise that Southwestern will hold
forth the glorious g sp 1. We will ensure that this seminary is faithful to the
truth of the Baptist Faith and Message. Further, it is our intention to turn out
m n and women who have a passion for the Lord, who are committed to his bride, the
church, and who are determined to reach the lost world for Jesus Christ."
After his opening statements, Hemphill fielded the media's questions, saying
he:
- - believes in biblical inerrancy and will make faculty selections based on
that conviction,
will always support the Cooperative Program as Southern Baptists' key
channel of missions and ministry funding and wants faculty members doing the same.
- - is ready to meet and befriend Texas Baptists.
- - believes church musicians should be, first and foremost, worship leaders,
then skilled musicians.
"I'd probably be naive if I said no (to the question of whether he
anticipates resistance to his new role), but I really don't," Hemphill said.
"Yes, we will probably have some resistance, but we will deal with that in
Christian love and we'll deal with that with the Word of God."
Stating his theological beliefs, the 46-year-oldHemphill said, "I have
always been a theological conservative. ... I have no problem with someone
identifying me as an inerrantist. I have been since my earliest recollection.
"A lot of people have asked, 'Well, you weren't a political inerrantist.'
Well, the truth is we've been saying all along this is not a political movement;
this is a theological movement.
"It (inerrancy) is where I'll stand. It's where the seminary will stand."
Hemphill said he didn't think sweeping changes will be needed at
Southwestern.
"No one has led me to believe - - including the trustees or others - - that
the faculty is sprinkled with liberals," he said. "I don't sense that there's
going to have to be a wrecking crew in here. I think it's just a matter of
building on the history and the heritage, the great vision for missions and
evangelism that has been a part of this school."
Hemphill acknowledged, "I have lots of ideas, but ... I think it would be
bast f r me ... to have time to sit down with my faculty and my administrators ...
and flesh them out in the context of what this seminary is in its history and
heritage. And many of those ideas would simply build on the great heritage of
this school for its many years."
Hemphill volunteered, however, "One of the first things I would want to do
is bathe the seminary in prayer.
"I'm not suggesting it's not praying now," he said, qualifying the
S6uthw stern community is at a juncture "to give redoubled efforts to finding the
hand of God and the face of God and the purpose of God for this seminary."
Hemphill stated Southwestern's trustees, who broke longstanding tensions
with former President Russell Dilday by firing him March 9, "have simply
encouraged me to be the man of God in this place. They have not tried to give me
any instruction. They want: this seminary to be a seminary that upholds the high
standards of academia and, at the same time, produces young men and women who have
a passion and a heart for God.
"They have asked me some questions related to what I saw as the vision and
the future," Hemphill said, adding, "We will obviously want to deal with those
kinds f questions as the future comes."
Concerning the selection of new faculty, Hemphill stated, "Yes, we will be
hiring professors who are committed to teaching in those parameters" inherent to
biblical inerrancy, such as Adam and Eve as r a1 persons, the historicity of
Genesis 1-11 and biblical miracles and hell as a real place.

--

--more- -
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"I think that every institution has a ;ight to set limits and boundaries as
it defines itself," he said, n ting Southwestern's articles of faith uphold the
preeminence of Christ, the authoritativ nature of Scripture and the seminary's
doctrinal purpose,
As to current faculty members who may not embrace inerrancy, Hemphill said,
"I'm not as concerned about a term as I am about spirit and attitude and
conviction. ... I'm not so much concerned in going around and looking for terms
and labels as I am to discover the heart and passion of a man for the Word of God
and (that he) will teach that as being the authoritative Word of God."
Hemphill said he regards it important "for the faculty of the school to be
supportive of the Cooperative Program. It pays our salaries; it's a part of this
institution; we belong to it.
"I hope that the spirit that comes down from the presidential office will
indicate that that's who we are; that is our heritage; it is our future; and we're
committed to that."
Asked about faculty members who may belong to churches supportive of the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of breakaway Baptist moderates, Hemphill replied,
"It's my hope and my desire that if they catch my spirit, the spirit of what the
Southern Baptist Convention is about, that they would want to be involved in
churches that are fully supportive of our task."
Hemphill, who is neither a native Texan nor a Southwestern graduate, said
"the reception that I have received here has always been warm and encouraging" in
speaking engagements at Southwestern, in churches and at the state evangelism
conference.
"I anticipate my work with and life among Texas Baptists," he said. "I
think there is already a mutual respect and I plan to build on that respect. And
I think the ultimate test will be the test of time and the evidence that you see
from this seminary, from this office."
There may be "some advantage that I come in almost as an outsider," Hemphill
continued. "1 don't have any preconceived notions about this school or this
faculty or the relationship with Texas Baptists. I come in bringing a clean
slate, open before God, to sense his direction and leadership. And I don't
'
anticipate that being a barrier to ministry."
Of the school of church music, which had been a point of contention between
trustees and Dilday, Hemphill said, "For me to comment on the school of music here
at this point in time would be presumptive. I haven't met with the professors, I
haven't dealt with the professors."
But, he said, "I think that in any school of music, in a theological
institution particularly, the classical training and background is critical. But
at the same time, we need to have a balance, (to) turn out men and women ... who
have a hot heart for God and who lead in the kind of music that will touch the
hearts and lives of people ... who lead the people of God in the praise of
Almighty God.
"In the church of the 21st century, ... already we're seeing an incredible
variety in styles of music," whether in liturgical, traditional, contemporary or
bl nded frameworks, Hemphill said. "I think our music faculty is going to have to
reflect some of that, because we're going to have to train people who are usable
in the churches. That's our goal."
- -30-
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Russell Dilday t o join staff
of Baylor's Truett Seminary

By Ken Camp

Baptist Press
7/29/94

DALLAS (BP)--Russell H. Dilday Jr., former president of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, has been named distinguished professor of homiletics at
Baylor University's George W. Truett Theological Seminary and special assistant to
Baylor's pr sident, effective Aug. 1.
- -more--
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Dilday s w e d nearly 16 years as president at Southwest rn, the largest of the
Southern Baptist Convention's six seminaries. He was fired March 9 by trustees
who gave no immediate reason for the dismissal. Later, they claimed Dilday had
reached an impasse with the board, blocking their efforts to make the seminary
more reflective of the Southern Baptist Convention's current conservative
direction.
Accepting the dual position at Truett and Baylor was both a financial
necessity for him and his wife, Betty, Dilday indicated, and an open door to
continue serving in the ministry of theological education to which he felt called
more than a decade and a half ago.
"Our situation makes it impossible for Betty and me to retire early. Since
we have to be gainfully employed for the next three or four years, I had to secure
a job," Dilday wrote in a prepared statement.
Seminary trustees "have refused to provide the full compensation package they
promisedn and have been unwilling "to make that financial support permanent
through the approved date in 1995," Dilday stated.
Ralph W. Pulley Jr., chairman of Southwestern's trustees and a Dallas
attorney, disputed that statement. He maintained that Dilday has been receiving
his $7,300 per month salary, as well as reimbursement for office expenses, and he
has accessed a post-seminary housing fund approved by trustees several years ago.
"Everything has been done that the trustees approved," Pulley said.
Under the terms of the agreement reported at the time of Dilday's dismissal
from Southwestern, he would receive his $85,000 base salary until age 65,
including annuity contributions and medical insurance for him and his wife, and an
allowance of up to $3,000 per month for costs of an off-campus office.
Conditions set for receipt of the severance package were that Dilday would
accept no other employment for 60 days, would not join a competitive group and
would do "only those things that are supportive of the seminary and the Southern
Baptist Convention."
Pulley declined to say that Dilday's action automatically would cause his
severance package to be cut off, preferring instead to simply restate the original
terms of the agreement.
Dilday maintained that "unreasonable and arbitrary conditions enforced by the
chairman make it impossible to depend on the severance as our income from month to
month. "
"During these last: four months, I have tried to resolve the problem with the
chairman and vice chairman of the board, but their responses have been curt,
arbitrary and inflexible, giving no indication of good-faith negotiations. I am
deeply disappointed in their unyielding stance, but I must now give attention to
my own future direction."
Noting he was "not: surprised" by Dilday's decision to join the staff of
Baylor and Truett, Pulley simply said, "I wish him well."
Terming ministerial training "a significant: and fulfilling workn to which he
felt called by God, Dilday said, "The action of the trustees did not diminish that
calling. We are still under a divine commission to serve in this field.
"Now, after a stormy interlude, the Lord has opened another door for that
calling to be fulfilled. Through his grace and the generous invitation of Baylor
University ... we are now able to continue our calling to theological education
and ministry training."
Dilday noted his Baylor ties, pointing out he and his wife met in Bible class
there, their three adult children all are Baylor graduates, and he is a former
Baylor trustee who taught on the university's religion faculty nearly 40 years
ago.
"We are thrilled that Dr. Dilday, who is held in highest esteem as a preacher,
pastor, t acher and administrator, has answered our call to return to Baylor, his
alma mat r, to give us leadership in two important areas," said Herbert H.
Reynolds, Baylor president, in a stat ment released to the media.
--more- ,
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Dilday, whom Reynolds termed a "prince of preachers," will teach and mentor
Truett Seminary students in writing and preaching sermons. He will teach courses
in preaching, interpretation and biblical leadership, commuting to the Waco campus
from his new home in southw st Fort Worth.
"His wise counsel and practical experience will greatly benefit dean Robert
Sloan and the other members of the Truett faculty," Reynolds stated.
In his role as special assistant to the president, Dilday will work with
Baylor's Baptist constituencies, preaching In Baptist churches, and will be
involved in efforts to strengthen the university's Christian witness and "increas
a sense of Christian community" among students, faculty, staff and administration,
Reynolds said.
Dilday, an Amarillo, Texas, native, is a 1952 graduate of Baylor University.
He earned both his master of divinity degree and his doctorate in philosophy of
religion from Southwestern Seminary.
Prior to his service as president of Southwestern Seminary, Dilday was pastor
of Second Ponce de Leon Baptist Church in Atlanta. He was founding pastor of
Tallowood Baptist Church in Houston, and he sewed as pastor of churches in
Antelope and Clifton, Texas.
Since soon after he was fired by the Southwestern trustees, rumors had
circulated that Dilday might be tapped for another administrative position in
theological education.
Speculation was he might accept a leadership role at Baylor University's
fledgling Truett Seminary or he might head a consortium of Texas Baptist schools
that could grow out of the Theological Education Study Committee appointed by the
Baptist General Convention of Texas.
Truett Seminary, which will hold classes this fall at First Baptist Church in
Waco, is "on schedule" in its development, according to seminary spokesman Russell
Rankin. Recently, Baylor University received a three-year $150,000grant from th
Henry Luce Foundation of New York to support curriculum and faculty development
for Truett Seminary.
Plans regarding the opening of satellite sites for Truett in cities other than
Waco were announced primarily to "test the waters," Rankin said. Response has
b en favorable, he noted, but no satellite classes will be offered this fall.
Agreements - - either formal or informal - - have been reached with Trinity
Baptist Church in San Antonio and Broadway Baptist Church in Fort Worth, to offer
classes in their facilities in the future if student enrollment justified such a
mov , Rankin said.

--so--

Home missionary lost in mountains
for nearly a day found safe
By Martin King

Baptist Press
7/29/94

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)--A home missionary lost in the mountains near Glorieta
(N.M.) Baptist Conference Center nearly 24 hours, credits prayer and the efforts
of nearly 100 people with saving his life.
Charles Joyner, church strategist in Seattle, was attending Home Missions
Week, July 23-29. He left the conference center Thursday at noon for a six-hour
hike to Mount Baldy, west of the center. He became disoriented on the trail when
a severe thunderstorm set in about 5 p.m.
"Lightning was all around me, and it was so loud. I always liked
thunderstorms, but I don't think I like them anymore," he said. Joyner was only
wearing a T-shirt, shorts and jogging shoes, all which were rain-soaked. He had
no rain gear, no shelter and only a few pieces of fruit as night approached.
Joynew's wife, Daisy, reported him missing when she returned from the evening
worship service about 8:30 p.m. and found he was not yet home.
Glorieta security staff notified New M xico State Police and search and rescue
crews were on the way from Santa Fe, Los Alamos and as far away as Albuquerque.
- -more--
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The first search and rescue teams were in the mountains soon after midnight
even though it was still raining. According to rescue workers, temperatures
probably plummeted to the low 40s during th night.
Mrs. Joynar spent the evening in New Mexico Hall comforted by staff from the
center and the Home Mission Board.
"People were up all night praying with us, getting us anything we needed and
comforting us," she said. At dawn she went to the west balcony of the hall which
faces mount Baldy where she was able to monitor some of the search.
By dawn nearly 100 individuals were involved in the search, including three
dog tracking teams, two helicopters and one airplane. Horse patrols were on the
way when Joyner was spotted and picked up exhausted but unharmed.
He told Baptist Press he had stumbled across three cabins just about dark.
"They tell me that these are the only cabins in the entire area. I believe
the Lord led me to shelter, otherwise I might not have made it."
Joyner found dry wood, matches, water and warm clothing in one of the cabins
and was able to spend the night warm and dry.
"1 was more worried about Daisy and those that were probably searching for me.
I knew I was OK, but I was worried about them," he said.
At daybreak, Joyner used toilet paper to fashion a large HELP sign in a
clearing and left the cabin hoping to find his way out of the mountains.
"But I got to thinking about it and went back and changed my sign to 'OK' with
an arrow pointing in the direction I was going to go."
A helicopter spotted the sign about 10 a.m. Friday, followed the direction of
the arrow, spotted Joyner and picked him up.
He was taken back to Glorieta where he was given oxygen by the staff nurse who
pronounced him exhausted but fit.
He and his wife flew home late Friday.
Asked what her husband might do differently the next time he goes for mountain
hike, Mrs. Joyner said, "I don't think there'll be a next time.
--3O--

'1,995 in 95' church
starting goal sat

Baptist Press
By Sarah Zimmenaan

7/29/94

GMRIETA, N.M. (BP)--A goal of starting 1,995 Southern Baptist mission-type
churches in 1995 - - almost 500 more than last year - - was announced during the
July home missions conference at Glorieta (N.M.) Baptist Conference Center.
T h e Father alone can make this kind of challenge a reality," said Charles
Chaney, Home Mission Board vice president for church extension.
Last year, Southern Baptists started 1,500 churches, an average of more than
four n w churches a day. The 1995 goal will require 5.4 new churches per day and
approximately one new church for every 20 existing churches.
The 1,995 in '95 campaign involves no new strategy but focuses special
attention to existing plans, Chaney said. Current trends in church starting
involve using lay leaders and a varied funding approach, other conference leaders
said.
The Bold Mission Thrust goal for church starting is 50,000 churches by the
year 2000. As of Dec. 31, 1993, Southern Baptists had 46,712 churches and
mission-type churches.
More churches are needed, Chaney said, because "the churches we have are not
reaching all people and all people groups." Southern Baptists are poised to take
the gospel "to the whole nation, both geographically and cu1tura11y," he added.
Currently, 488 counties in America have no Southern Baptist congregation.
Chaney also cited the nation's "moral crisis" as another need for more
churches.
--more--
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Although black and Pentecostal churches have grown in cities, the nation's
cities have fewer evangelical churches and f wer members per capita than they did
in the 1900s, he said. "We have a moral crisis because we don't have the moral
clout we had in the 1900s."
Starting churches is a pragmatic way to fulfill the Great Commission, Chaney
said. "Churches that want to reach their city for Christ will not fulfill their
vision by having one congregation. The most effective way to reach a city is
multiple congregations,"
Starting multiple congregations requires training lay leadership to s e w as
missionaries, said David Palmer, HMB associate director of new church extension.
"We need to find lay people who we trust and train them as missionaries, not
pastors," Palmer said. "The missionary has the responsibility of looking for
people (from the group he is reaching) to be raised up as the pastor and church
leaders. The missionary never plans to be pastor of that church.
"The question is, do we trust the Holy Spirit to work in hearts of people
and are we willing to pay the price to equip lay people?"
Palmer cited three problems with paying a pastor to establish a
congregation: The church is often built around the pastor's personality; the
pastor may be unfamiliar with the people he is trying to reach; and it is costly.
Ken Neibel, associate director of the HMB's new church extension division,
said starting churches is expensive "if we believe every church has to have a
building, land and a fully funded pastor."
Some church starts are funded by an individual with a pioneer spirit who
independently supports the church, Neibel said. Others are supported through
denominational programs and some receive a one-time grant.
The mother-daughter model of starting churches may be. the most common. In
it, an established congregation helps fund a pastor's salary, rent for a facility
and other start-up costs.
The mother-daughter model has a high degree of accountability, although it
doesn't have to be done locally, Neibel noted. Some established churches have
sponsored missions in other states.
Starting churches, however, is not a matter of money, Neibel said. "It's a
matter of passion, of understanding that this is God's way to reach people."
"What would happen if no funds were available? Are we so dependent on m ney
that we won't find a way to reach people who need to be reached for the Lord?"
--3o--

BWA underscores reconciliation,
nominates officers, honors Carter

By Mark A. Wyatt

Baptist Press
7/29/94

UPPSALA, Sweden (BP)--Baptist: leaders from around the world meeting in
Sweden July 18-24 pledged to work for reconciliation among people "that the world
might believe in Jesus Christ."
Members of the Baptist World Alliance general council also approved a slate
of officers. Nilson do Amarol Fanini, a Brazilian Baptist pastor, was nominated
to a five-year term as BWA president. He will succeed current president Knud
Wumpelmann of Denmark, whose term ends following the 17th Baptist World Congress,
Aug. 1-6,1995, in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
C.B. Hogue, executive director-treasurer of California Southern Baptist
Conv ntion, was nominated as a BWA vice president for the North American Baptist
Fellowship. Hogue will replace Harold C. Bennett, retired president of the
Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee, whose term ends next year.
The BWA is made up of Baptist unions and conventions representing an
estimated global community of 70 million Baptists in more than 200 countries.
Highlighting the theme of this year's meeting, a forum on reconciliation
celebrated with South African Baptist 1 aders the pr gress demonstrated by recent
South African elections.
--more--
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"South Africa has gone through a marvelous change, and black and white seem
to have found each other," said Terry Rae, a white South African. Ra , g neral
secretary of the Baptist Union of South Africa, said there are still many past
hurts t overcome before there is a complete reconciliation.
Desmond Hoffmeister, a black South African and general secretary of the
Baptist Convention of Southern Africa, praised his nation's new president. "In
Nelson Mandela we have a demonstration of Christian reconciliation," he said. But
Hoffmeister added that, for him, the structures of apartheid must change before
complete reconciliation can occur.
At their annual meeting, general council members also voted to present th
BWA's first human rights award to former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, a Southern
Baptist layman.
Carter will be honored with the Carl and Olive Tiller Human Rights Award
during the 1995 BWA Congress. The award is given for "significant and effective
activities to preserve and respect or restore human rights."
The nomination for the award noted Carter's efforts to improve human rights
in the Middle East, Latin America, Argentina, Africa and Asia. The statement
described him as "a loyal and devoted Christian" who "stamped his years in the
White House uniquely with the mark of human rights."
In questions of human rights, the statement: continued, Carter "exercised his
power as a world leader according to the precepts of Jesus Christ. In this award
his fellow Baptists salute him with respect and affection."
~,
elected president of the Southern Baptist Convention, said
Jim ' ~ e n rnewly
In a statement after the meeting:
"I was impressed with the leadership of Denton Lotz and the excellent staff
he is building on his leadership team. I was amazed at the growing impact
Baptists are having in the world, especially Third World countries. We have built
such a solid reputation of compassionate ministry that we are able to go through
doors that are c l o s e d to others.
"1 was moved to hear the testimonies of men who have suffered persecution
for the cause of Christ and the cherished Baptist belief of religious freedom,"
Henry continued. "I was reminded that Baptists around the world appreciate and
look t Southern Baptists for leadership and a growing involvement of
encouragement to our larger Baptist family that now touches every continent and
nearly every nation of the world. Counting members and worshipers, there are now
80 million of us. We added over 3,000 new churches last year."
In other action, BWA council members:
- - set a goal to collect $1.5 million for an African refugee assistance fund
t help Rwandans displaced by that country's bloody civil w a r .
- - re-elected four executive staff members to additional five-year terms:
Denton Lotz, general secretary; Tony Cupit, director of evangelism and education;
Paul Montacuts, director of Baptist World Aid; and Wendy Ryan, director of
communications.
- - acknowledged the election of Doyle Pennington, a Southern Baptist, as BWA
men's department director.
- - affirmed the appointment of Emmett Dunn of Virginia as BWA youth
d partment director.
- - heard reports from the BWA regional secretaries and departments of
vangelism, youth, men, women and world aid.
accepted an invitation from Australian Baptists to host: the Alliance's
18th Baptist World Congress in the year 2000,

--
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Wendy Ryan and Art Toalston contributed to this report.
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BWA votes deplore Mrican violence,
support families, religious liberty
By Mark A. Wyatt

.UPPSALA, Sweden (BP)--World Baptist leaders citing "the inescapable biblical
principle which calls all Christians to be peacemakersn have urged immediate
international action to restore peace in war-ravaged Rwanda and Burundi.
A resolution adopted by the Baptist World Alliance general council "deplores
the violence and bloodshed" in the African nations and "laments the destruction of
at least half a million lives in Rwanda alone."
The resolution was one of seven approved during the annual BWA council
meeting July 18-24 in Uppsala, Sweden.
In the statement, ,Baptist leaders recognized "the growing burden which is
being placed on the nations receiving Rwandan refugees." They also called for
peaceful intervention by members of the international community "for the dual
purpose of providing a substantial humanitarian response and mediating a
satisfactory settlement among warring factions."
Additionally, the resolution encouraged Baptists around the world to
"respond by giving promptly and generouslyn to a $1.5 million Africa Refugee
Assistance fund established by the BWA general council.
Continuing reports of religious persecutton in a number of nations prompted
a resolution reaffirming the "historic Baptist commitment to religious liberty for
all people." Baptist leaders said they view "with alarmn the denial of the right
of religious liberty to groups including evangelical minorities in Bulgaria,
Albania, Iran, Ethiopia, China and the republics of Central Asia. The Coptic
Orthodox community in Egypt also was named in the resolution as a victim of
religious persecution.
The statement pledged "continuing vigilance and prayerful support" while
urging governments and international authorities to guarantee and safeguard
religious liberty for all.
Another resolution supports the United Nations' proclamation of 1994 as the
International Year of the Family. The statement by Baptist leaders proclaimed
"the biblical definition of the family - - a permanent, monogamous, heterosexual
union" - - is the original divine plan for family life which must continue to serve
as a foundation and ideal for an ordered and effective society."
Because family life is "under threat in all cultures," the resolution said
Christians must ensure effective marriage preparation, teach family members to
communicate with each other, provide relevant models of parenting and benefit from
the wisdom of the older generation of Christians."
In a nod to their secular Scandinavian surroundings, the world Baptist
leaders adopted a resolution acknowledging European Baptists "face the challenge
of being church and of undertaking evangelism in a society where secularized
values have come to determine patterns of thought and behavior."
The statement affirms Swedish Baptists' commitment to partnership with 0th r
Christians. It also encourages "developing new strategies for engaging the
enthusiasms and aspirations of the younger generation for a world where peace and
justice are pursued and where the environment is preserved, so that they might
discover the power of the Christian gospel to meet the deepest needs of
humankind."
Other resolutions approved by the BWA general council:
- - challenged all Baptists to "repentance, prayer and costly action" as they
engage in the ministry of reconciliation "that the world might believe."
- - affirmed the "priority of evangelism in the countries of Latin America"
and invited Baptists of the world to pray for one another and attend the 17th
Baptist World Congress Aug. 1-6,1995, in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
- - expr ssed appreciation to Swedish Baptists and other religious and
government leaders for hosting the 1994 general council sessions.
- -30--
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EDITORSt NOTE: The c mplete text of the 1994 BWA resolutions is available from
Mark A. Wyatt, editor of The California Southern Baptist. Contact him via SBCNet:
E-mail at 70420,53.
Georgla flood victims
struggle to recover

By Clay Renick

Baptist Press
7/29/94

ALBANY, Ga. (BP)--The pressure was too much for Myrtice Church. She stopped
at the entrance of her house.
The outside looked intact, but the interior was gutted. All personal items
were g ne. High water touched the ceiling.
Church is an 80-year-old widow. Her husband built the house with his own
crew.
"He put it up to stay," she says. "I'm just glad he's not here to see it
destroyed."
Most flood waters are gone from Tropical Storm Alberto. But the damage
remains, and volunteers approach a new phase of recovery.
In Albany, Ga., 9,200 homes need cleanup and repair. Debris litters
curbsides with hills of furniture and sheetrock.
"We've never seen anything like this before," says Brad Hawley, 16.
He came from Seventh Street Baptist Church in Cullman, Ala. His youth group
brought 25 volunteers for the initial cleaning in damaged homes.
"I didn't expect everything to smell," Hawley adds. "I'll be thinking about
these people for a long time."
Baptist feeding units came from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina
and South Carolina. They prepared more than 319,000 meals to date.
The Tennessee and Illinois Conventions also sent child care teams. Their
volunteers supervised 1,096 children at centers set up by the Red Cross.
"There is still a lot of cleanup to be done," says Bob Simpkins, national
on-site coordinator for the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission.
"Ordinarily we have to turn volunteers away."
He cites a lack of awareness for the short fall in response. Although most
news cameras are gone, the flood relief continues.
Volunteers first remove water damage. Then high pressure hoses follow with
a wait of several weeks. Rebuilding comes last with the most expense.
"Volunteers will be needed in that," Simpkins adds. He advised men to
coordinate with their state Brotherhood office.
Flood victims also go through stages with their emotions,
"I was in shock," reports Michael Gravette, pastor of Byne Memorial Baptist
Church in Albany.
His wife purchased $200 worth of meat just before the flood hit their house.
Now he faces expenses over $100,000,
"There's a lot of anger starting to grow now," he says "That's the hurt
that you go through - - trying to make ends meet.
"I'm teaching our people to live one day at a time," he adds. "We choose to
think of what the Lord can provide today."
Disaster relief teams used a variety of equipment at the flood scene in
Georgia. The North Carolina feeding unit had a ham radio for back-up
communications.
"Each disaster teaches us something new," says Charles Spears, from Parkwood
Baptist Church in Concord, N.C., a licensed radio operator and helps with the
feeding unit.
"One of the most gratifying things is seeing peopl g tting the help that
they need," he says,
Kentucky Baptist Men brought a command center to the cleanup. The unit is a
small trailer with computer, fax machine and phones.
- -more-
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"Every disaster is different," says Michael Cline. "But you also see the
suffering. That's the one thing that never changes."
Cline is a volunteer from Victory Baptist Church in Lexington, Ky. But in
Albany, he directs operations for the Kentucky group.
"We hope that our works will show the love of Jesus," says Wanda Kline, his
wif . "We believe you can't teach anyone about Jesus until you meet their needs."
- -3O-(BP) photos available upon request from the Brotherhood Commission.
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Flood drama s t i l l
real to survivors

By Clay Renick

7/29/94

ALBANY, Ga. (BP)--Mike Bruner may never forget the scene. He approached his
parents' home in a boat and saw the roof line - - just out of the water.
A shout echoed and he looked up to see a survivor. A man had been in the
trees for two and a half days.
"He was in bad shape," said Bruner. Insect bites covered his face and arms.
And he could barely speak English.
Still, he kept saying: "Thank you."
The man survived. But the Bruner home was a complete loss. They lived near
a spillway where several creeks join.
And they knew the water was rising. So they packed personal items in a
trailer and had movers scheduled for the morning.
Then the water came with a rush.
"In 30 minutes time, it was three feet in the house," said Bruner. "This
30 years of hard work down the drain."
was a beautiful place
The force tore a mobile home from its foundation nearby. Water wrenched the
structure in half. Bruner's family had a contracting business on the property.
Now wreckage waits for removal. Their office and pump house are in pieces.
A parked truck sits with a torn roof. And the trailer packed with personal items
never made it out.
Contents spilled from the open door. A family Bible lay soaked near a
trophy.
According ta the Red Cross, 50,000 Georgians had to evacuate from the flood
waters. In Albany alone, 700 people remain in Red Cross shelters.
"They need love. They need coun~eling,~
said Shirley Cobb, a volunteer from
Byne Memorial Baptist Church in Albany. "So many of them are discouraged."
"We see a lot of people who are thankful to be alive," added Charlie Brown,
minister of education for the Byne congregation. "It makes me more and more
determined to share what I have."
The process of recovery will be long for Mike Bruner and his family.
"They're still in shock," he said about his parents. "You never know how
important friends and family are until something like this happens."
His own home nearby was also a loss from Tropical Storm Alberto.
"It'll be years and years down the road," Bruner said. "You'll be looking
for pictures and realize the flood got it all."
--3O-(BPI photos available upon request from the Brotherhood Commission.
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Southern Baptist dtsascer o f f i c i a l s
stress call for more volunteers By Steve Barber

Baptist Press
7/29/94

MEMPHIS, T nn. (BP)--As S uthern Baptist disaster relief efforts in the wake
of flooding in the Southeast continued for a third week, officials continued their
call for more volunteers for cleanup and long-term rebuilding efforts.
-more-
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Bob Simpkins, director of Brotherhood for the Kentucky Baptist Conv ntion,
emphasized the need for volunteers to work primarily in southwest G orgia, which
suffered the most damage from flo ding due to the r mnants of Tropical Storm
He asked that all prospective volunteers call their own state
Albert
convention's Brotherhood office first.
nIf's been a good week and our efforts are going very smoothly," said
Simpkins, who took the reins as national on-site relief coordinator in Columbus,
Ga., July 24. "And lots of good things are happening. We continue to have the
opportunity to share Christ out in the field and even at the Red Cross
headq&rters.
By July 28, feeding units had provided more than 319,000 meals and child
care units had served more than 1,000 children,
Georgia Baptists were still operating feeding units in Perry, Cordele and
Albany while North Carolina's unit continued to serve in Albany.
South Carolina's feeding unit was closed after the evening meal July 27
after having done "a tremendous work, " Simpkins said. Units from the Alabama and
Florida state conventions had ceased operations by July 24 after serving 62,000
meals between them.
The Tennessee child care unit, after serving for two weeks, was scheduled to
be relieved by an Arkansas unit July 29. The Illinois convention child care unit
returned home July 28.
People wishing to make donations for disaster relief may send contributions
to th Brotherhood Commission, SBC, 1548 Poplar Ave., Memphis, TN 38104 or to the
Home Mission Board, SBC, 1350 Spring St. N.W., Atlanta, GA 30367.
Last year's response to flooding in the Midwest still includes the
largest-ever total for meals provided, 1.6 million over several weeks. This year,
units have been active in the Southeast since July 5.
--3O--
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Arkansas Baptist missions leaders
die in single vehicle accident

Baptist Press
7/29/94

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. (BP)--Baptist missions leaders Glendon and Marjorie
Grober died July 28 from injuries sustained in a single vehicle accident near Cape
Girard au, Mo.
Grober, 64, had served since 1984 as director of the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention Brotherhood department. He also was the stateside coordinator for
Arkansas Baptists' current missions partnership with the European Baptist
Convention.
Mrs. Grober, 63, was president-elect of the national Baptist Nursing
Fellowship. She concluded five years as president of the Arkansas Woman's
Missionary Union earlier this year.
Prior to serving in Arkansas, the Grobers were Southern Baptist foreign
missi naries in Brazil for 30 years. He served as a general evangelist, an
extension teacher and as executive secretary of Brazilian Baptists' national
evangelism campaign. She used her nursing skills, taught religious education
classes and home Bible studies and served as a seminary librarian.
The July 28 accident occurred at 4:15 p.m. on Interstate 55 just south of
Scott City, Mo., near Cape Girardeau. The Grobers were en route to St. Louis for
the funeral of their daughter Cindy's EatherLin-law, Robert Signaigo, who died of
cancer.
Mrs. Grober reportedly was driving when the vehicle ran off the road,
travel d down an embankm nt and then went airborne before crashing into th
embankment, according to a Missouri State Highway Patrol spokesman, Grober was
pronounced dead at the scene and Mrs. Grober never regained consciousness. She
was transported to St. Francis Hospital in Cape Girardeau where she died about 8
p.m.
- -more--
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Grober was widely known for his nergy and enthusiasm, coordinating numerous
missi ns projects in nations throughout the world. "I just don't expect in my
lifetime to meet another man like Glendon Grober with the vision, energy and
commitm nt that he had for reaching the world with the gosp 1," noted Don Moore,
Arkansas Baptist State Convention executive director. He called the tragedy "an
incalculable loss to Arkansas Baptists."
In an interview earlier this year, Julia Ketner, state WMU executive
director, said Mrs. Grober's "joy and commitment are contagious." She said Mrs.
Grober's years of service as state WMU president were marked by "dignity, honor
and integrity."
Moore said Mrs. Grober "shared so totally in the calling and vision of world
evangelization that her life radiated the presence of the one who loved the world
and gave himself for it."
"Glendon and Marjorie were both world citizens and world-class Christians.
They were tremendous people to pastor," reflected Rex Horne, their pastor at
Immanuel Baptist Church in Little Rock.
"They complemented each other in such a marvelous way, building a family and a
mission team," he added. "They will truly never be forgotten by our people."
Funeral arrangements are incomplete, with the service tentatively scheduled
for Tuesday, Aug. 2, in Little Rock.
The Grobers are survived by two sons, Mike and Steve; two daughters, Cindy
Signaigo and Sheri Burnett; seven grandchildren; and Grober's mother, Mildred
Ward, all of Little Rock.
- -30-'

'Topping out' ceremony
held for HHB building
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By Hartin King

7/29/94

ATLAHTA (BP)--The Home Mission Board held a traditional "topping outW
ceremony in July for its new national office building.
Members of the HMB building committee, representatives of the building's
contractors and staff shared an outdoor barbecue lunch with more than 150
construction workers while a traditional evergreen tree and American flag were
placed atop the five-story structure celebrating completion of steel and concrete
work for the facility.
Building committee chairman Ralph Smith, of Austin, Texas, urged the
construction workers to be proud of their part in the board's ministry. "You will
have a vital part as our missionaries feed those who are hungry, minister to
people who are hurting and share the love of God across our country. Thank you
for the great and wonderful job you are doing."
HMB President Larry Lewis also thanked the workers for their part in making
possible the mission agency's future ministry. In addition to explaining the
board's work in church starting, ministry and evangelism, Lewis also shared a
brief explanation of the gospel.
Th $19.9 million building north of Atlanta will replace the board's aging
and inefficient facilities near downtown Atlanta, which have already been sold.
Proceeds from that sale will pay for most of the construction costs. The new
facility is scheduled for completion next spring, with an open house and
dedication ceremony in conjunction with the Southern Baptist Convention in
Atlanta, June 20-22.
-30--
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Gaming commissioners refuse
gambling ban for ~ulfrhore By Willtam H . Perkins Jr.

PASS CHRISTIAN, Miss. (BP)--Mississippi's gaming commissioners declined to
issue a much-anticipated permanent ban July 21 on casino construction in the
residential area around the Mississippi Baptist Convention's Gulfshore Assembly in
Pass Christian.
Paul Harvey, executive director of the Mississippi Gaming Commission, cited
advice of legal counsel as the reason for turning down Baptists' hopes of fully
protecting the multi-million-dollarstate campground from encroachment by the
gambling boom along the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
"My recommendation is that we don't do anything," said Harvey, a retired
U.S. Army general and former administrator at Baptist-affiliated William Carey
College in Hattiesburg.
The Gulfshore question has been simmering since Spectrum, Inc., announced
plans to build a large casino almost within sight of Gulfshore in the quiet
neighborhood known locally as Henderson Point.
When Spectrum sought site approval from the state-level MGC after being
opposed by the Mississippi Baptist Convention, Henderson Point residents and a
unanimous Harrison County Board of Supervisors, the Christian Action Commission of
the state convention called on Baptists to contact the three commissioners.
The commissioners and MGC staff were swamped with letters and telephone
calls, to the extent that extra staff was hired to handle the additional work
load.
Spectrum eventually withdrew their site approval request.
That didn't stop hundreds of Baptists and neighborhood residents from
packing a June 30 MGC meeting in Biloxi, where Harvey and all three commissioners
expressed the sentiment that Henderson Point was a legal - - but inappropriate - site for gambling operations.
Mississippi Baptists' CAC executive director, Paul Jones, and Hank Ros, a
Gulf Coast attorney representing Henderson Point residents, extracted a promise
from the commissionews at that meeting to consider imposing a permanent ban on
gambling facilities within 1,000yards of religious retreats and conference
c nters.
Harvey reported at the MGC meeting July 21, however, legal counsel had
discouraged that idea, and he felt such a ban would be "addressing a special
interest.'
The commissioners accepted Harvey's suggestion that MGC continue to consider
casino applications on a case-by-casebasis.
Commissioner Robert Engram of Gulfport stressed all three gaming
commissioners have said they do not intend to approve a casino at Henderson Point.
"That should be enough," Engram said.
Commissioner W.W. Gresham of Indianola pointed out he was Southern Baptist
but told Harvey, "I totally agree with you," in regard to the difficulty of
legally imposing such a permanent ban.
MGC chairman Stuart Irby Jr. of Jackson said the "sense of the commission"
is Henderson Point is an unsuitable site, and any applicants should be
"sufficiently discouraged.'
Jones, conducting out-of-townrevival services, was unavailable for comment.
Nonnie DeBardeleben, a Henderson Point resident and opposition leader, said
after the July 21 meeting residents had high hopes for a permanent ban, but "the
commissioners are men of their word; they will oppose it," she said.
To be on the safe side, she added, "My house is going to have a permanent
filing cabinet."
- -30--
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EDITORS* NOTE: This (BP) story replaces one with the same title dated 7/27/94.
Annuity Board expands
toll-free services

DALLAS (BP)--Beginning Aug. 1, the Southern Baptist Annuity Board's 800 tollfree line will receive calls on an extended day, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Central time.
This customer service expansion recognizes the board's primary service area
extends from the Eastern time zone to the Hawaii time zone. When the lines open
at the Annuity Board, it will be 8 a.m. in Augusta, Maine, and 2 a.m. in Honolulu.
At the close of the day, it will be 7 p.m. in Maine and 1 p.m. in Hawaii.
"Automated tracking of calls revealed we were missing calls before we open and
after we close," said Paul Powell, Annuity Board president. "Expanding the
service is one more way we can demonstrate commitment to meet the needs of our
customers," he said.
In May the Annuity Board also enlarged the 800 service by increasing the
number of telephone lines by 70 percent and hiring additional customer service
specialists.
The toll-free number is 1-800-262-0511.
--3o-,
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