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!EE YEAR AHEAD 
J* W S t o w ,  president 

CJaarthsx d~tiprt ~ $ n t & m  

He would be both presumptuous and foolish who would predict what lies ahead 

of us, unless it would be that i n  affairs mundane, uncertainty is the word. 

Our material proaperiw abut  which we boast i s  geared t o  war and not to 

peace* It i a  a debatable point whether, put t o  the soonompS-c test, th is  -try 

actually wanas peace. hitmas wha* happen8 when the threat of cur ta ibnt  of any 

w a r  expenditure affectdng any local situation bobs up its head. 

Let none cb us say thalt this has no bearing on our Southern Baptist misrrian 

program; the vastly increased doUara pouring in to  o w  treasury, would they, could - 
they, continue ~ A J  pour in if peace were to come overnight? I do not pretend to 

have the answer, but I feel sure we would do w e l l  to ba ae realistically prepared 

a8 we can for what could be a very, ve~y'ssrious threat to expanded budget#. 

I am afraid there are cases where we delude ourselves into thinking We k c  

no debts because present income w i l l  amortise our indebtadrPElss~ It i s  be Be- 

vout3y hoped that present incomes w i l l  continue, even increase, though with hesitancy 

I raise the kruesame thought of the present basirr of our prosperity. I am mncerned 

most for our mission causes - bowing -ha  well f r o m  past experiences, that the 

rdssion causes are .the first to suffer. 

It would be illuminating,. if not happily hteresung, to know how much i s  the 

indebbdnese, present and projected, which rests on the church88 making up our 

conetituency. I am sure it wauld be amazing and armsting i n  its totel* Not to 

mantion our varied projects, educational and el&emosymry, for which our crmeral 

state  conventions are responsible. 

In a11 our advance programs, it is the part of wisdnm to keep faith and facts 

in heart  and mind* Nor would this in any sense prevent us from attempting gmat 

things for God and expecting great things frum him. 

ke must lengthen the cords. But it w o u l d  be w e l l  t o  know the c o r b  are stmng, . - 

and that put to the test  they would not part, strand by atrand. 

A8 one who has tried to do h i s  full share in paying off the cr1ppli.q debb 

of the early thirti s, and a t  the sane time to help his brethren m e  out into a 

far-flung ~ d s s i o n  obedience to the Great Commission, 1 know i t  is well that vm 
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think on these  things. Such thinking is not easy, nor perhaps is it a t  dl p o p d a r ~  

But it is wise t o  do it before trouble develops, rather than af brwards . 
One of our great defectx is t ha t  we are too given to post-mortem thinking; we 

are too  inuch given to s ta t ioning an amtxllance down in the valley, rather than 

erecting a fence a t  the edge of the c l i f f .  

This i s  but one phase of Southern Baptist Convention life-and what 1 here 

s e t  fo r th  must not, I again i n s i s t ,  be construed as sounding forth any call for 

retreat. That is contrary to every throb of heart; who, having seen even a small 

portion of the world of l a s t  men, and having looked upon the wretchedness o f  our 

so-called civilization18 fai lure,  can but cry out, $Piore, 0 Lord God, more of 

every thing f o r  Thee 

Yes, I trust God, and my hops is in him. That very trust hnpells me to keep 

my powder dry; which is not evidence of distrust of him, for he made the powder, 

and he trusts me not to waste it, but t o  have it ready for utile when occasion shall 

s2ise. 

If the brethren w i l l  allow me, not because I think there is anything omniscient 

i n  what I have t o  say, kt because I have it on my heart, and to stir up their pure 

m i n d s  by way of remembrance, I should like t o  use the media of our denominational 

papers t o  share from time to time ~q thinking on other phases of our Convention 

life. 

LTANGEUSTI C CRUSADE 
D B E S  SET FOR 1955 

BAL39S, Tex---( BP)--The official  1955 dates for the Evangelis tic Crusade, 

sponsored by the Dep a r h n t  of Evangelism of the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, 

::"re as followst idarch 6-20, tropical zone; i~iiarch 2)-hpril 10, middle section; ~ p r i l  

10-24, northern section; and Apri l  17.May 1, Alaska. 

---3o--- 

SMTA 5% EF.= GIVE 
AID TO GLORIETA 

SANTA FE , N I~iuiex ,--( BP)--~anta Fe cii!&gms w i l l  give a total of $15,000 to 

Qt,20,000 to Glorieta Bapt is t  ~ssembly, John Parker, S a n k  Fe Chamber of Commerce 

president, announced. This amount is go to the erection of New iiiexico H a l l .  

The first payment will be ,9:,3,rOQ. 

---3s- 
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Eaptist Press 

OKLPHOllk CITY, Ok1a.--( BP)--~rthur S .  Davenport, Oklahoma City public relations 

and advertising consultant, has accepted the position of publicity and public relations 

director for the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma effective June 1, it was 

announced by Dr. T .  B. Lackey, executive secretary. 

In making the announcement, Dr. Lackey salid, t1Davenport is ideally qualified 

and experienced in the four fields in which he w i l l  functio+-publicity, public 

relations, radio-television and audio-visual aids." 

In addition .to serving the various departments and agencies of the convention, 

he w i l l  be available to assist individual churches in any of these f i e lds  of 

endeavor and to accept engageinents as a lay speaker, Dr. Lackey explained. 

ILLINOIS EAPTISTS ORGhYTIZE 
80 NEW CHURCHES IN 8 YEARS 

CP.RBOI;,'DL;LE, I11 .--(BPj-Sf nce l.945 Southern Baptists i n  I l l ino i s  have orgatliaed 

eighty new churches according to a statement by Noelii. Taylor, executive secretary, 

I l l ino i s  Baptist State Association. 

This i s  an average of one new church per rnonth for the past  seven years. 

The new churches began with a total charter illembership of 1900 mu today have 

more than 5,000 members with 7,000 in Sunday school. *,lore than 2,000 persons have 

been baptized since the churches were organized. 

BROTTBFlWOOD SECRETARY TO 
SIUK Ii\l SGiITZERiAP3D 

PEPPHIS, Ten*--( BP)-George 11 Schroeder , executive secretary , Bra therhood 

Commission of the Southern Baptist Convenaon, will deliver a series of lectures 

at the European Baptist Layman! s Conference i n  Zurich, ,.Switzerland, July 2-8, 1953. 

Before returning to the United States, Mr. Schroeder will speak in Frankfort 

and Berlin, Germany. 
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ZOT TIE iOON 3FFERIlVG 
TOTALS !$3 280,372 

RICH~LIOND, ~a.--( BP)-The Lott ie  liloon Christmas offer%% for 1952 reached 

a final total of $3,280,372, Everett Lc Deane, treasurer of the 3ouUlern flaptist 

Foreign Piviission Board, reported, T h i s  is an increaae of $612,321 over 1951. 

Texas reported ~1,249,769, which was the largest state  offering. North Carolina 

was next with a total of $263,241, and virginia was third with ,,.201,732. 

The books close each year on play 1. 

-301-1 

CHRISTIAIJ COLLEGE TO OPEN 
IN HOi?OUlLIJ THIS FALL 

H O N O ~ L U ,  kswaii-(BP)--~ert fall, Honolulu Christian College, sponsored by 

the  evangelical churches of the city of Honolulu and by the '..orld Evangelical 

Felloc~ship, w i l l  open its doors to students. 

Dr; k .  E. Prince, former president of Hannibal-La Grange College in ildarsouri,, 

will serve as president. 

The college has included in its charter a da~laration of faith every 

member of the Board of Trustees, and every employee of the college i s  required b 

sign, This declaration states that the Bible is the divinely inspired !iord of God 

and the supreme authority in rnatters of fa i th  and practice. It s e t s  forth the virgin 

birth of Christ ,  his death, resurrection, and ascension. It states that  salvation 

is only by grace through f a i t h  in the atoning blood of Jesus Christ. 

Included in the thirty-six inember b a r d  of trustees are four local Baptists.  

NASHVILLE, Tennr-(BP)--~ma Gibbons has been appointed church library consultant 

i n  the Nashville Baptist Book Store, ~ ~ a i n e s  Rawls, manager, announced. 

rliiss Gibbons, a native of New rrexico, received a B.S. degree from the Southwest 

iassouri Baptist  College. 
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McCOLLOUGH TO EDIT 
YOUiYG PISOPIE 1 S QUARTERLY (mat enclosed) 

NASHVILLE, Tenn .--( &)--Thomas E . i~icCollough, of New 19exico and Louisville 

Seminary, i s  ed i t o r  of Young Peoplels Sunday dchoal lesson materials i n  the 

Deprtment of Sunday School hrriculum, Baptist Sunday School. Board* He assumed 

his duties June 1. 

A native of Birmingham, Ala., hcCollough served i n  the navy V-12 program 

during World liar 11. In 1947 he graduated from the University of Texas. In $950 

he received his B.D. degree from the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and since 

t h a t  time has been working toward h i s  TheD. degree. 

McCollough served as Baptist student secretary a t  New Plexico A .  & We College 

and associate pastor of the Erst Baptist Church, LasCruces, in 1947, He has served 

in pastorates in Hatton and Nurray, Ky. 

---30- 


