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Woman pastor, CP v. CBF
among state Baptist issues

By Art Toalston

Baptist Press
11/22/93

NASHVILLE (BP)--A church with a woman pastor and other scattered issues were at
the top of news from the 39 Baptist state convention and fellowship meetings this

fall.
The California Southern Baptist Convention refused to s e a t messengers from a San
Francisco church with a woman pastor by a 213-204 vote; the president o f the Baptist
General Convention of Oklahoma took aim at the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship,
renaming it the "Uncooperative Non-Southern Baptist Division;" and the Kentucky
Baptist Convention rescinded plans by a 39-vote margin to channel funds to the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs in Washington.
The Cooperative Program funding channel for national and international Southern
Baptist ministries also received increased attention this year, with numerous
pioneer-area conventions upping the percentage of their budgets for Southern Baptist
causes and two states authorizing CP-related studies.
The conventions were largely silent on the chief target of criticism last year
in about half the state meetings: President Bill Clinton's stances on abortion and
homosexuality, Various stances on the two issues were adopted but did not directly
take Clinton to task.
In California, the vote against seating messengers from San Francisco's
Nineteenth Avenue Baptist Church overturned decisions by the convention's credentials
committee and parliamentarians that Nineteenth Avenue had met all requirements as a
"cooperating" church.
"The practice of this church is their business," said the pastor who brought the
challenge, Dan Nelson, "but when we seat these messengers it: does reflect what our
churches believe" in seating the messengers despite many churches' opposition to
women pastors on biblical grounds. Nineteenth Avenue pastor Julie Pennington-Russell
unsuccessfully urged messengers "to leave the tent: big enough to accommodate us
because-you may find one of these days it won't: be big enough to accommodate you."
- -more-
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In Oklahoma, Keith Russell, a pastor who was re-elected to a second one-year
term as presid nt, used part of his presidential address to take issue with the name
of the Cooperativ Baptist Fellowship of Baptist moderates.
"It's not cooperative, it's uncooperative," Russell said. "The word
'cooperative' means 'operating jointly to the same end.' It's not Baptist, at least
it's not Southern Baptist. The Southern Baptist way of doing missions for almost 70
years has been through the Cooperative Program. It's not a fellowship, but a
division. A real fellowship will not divide us, but bring us together."
On the Cooperative Program, Russell said, "If you believe as I do, put your
money where your mouth is. Quit nickel-and-diming the Cooperative Program. Don't
look at your budget and say, 'What's the least I can give to the CP?' Look at your
budget and say, 'What's the best I can do?' If you will allow me to paraphrase
Scripture: 'Choose you this day what program you'll support, but as for me and my
church we will support the Cooperative Program.'"
With only a few negative votes, a motion was passed targeting a key CBF
supporter in Oklahoma, Joe Ingram, the convention's retired execurive:director
treasurer. The motion called for Russell and four other men to meet with Ingram, who
later told Oklahoma City's daily newspaper he would turn down such a meeting.
In Tennessee, a resolution affirming the CP became the springboard for heated
debate over a proposed amendment urging that cooperation be curtailed with such
groups as the CBF. Messengers defeated the amendment on a voice vote.
In Kentucky, the Baptist Joint Committee lost funding from the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, reversing a 331-195 vote two years before to establish a $200,000
investment fund with unused year-end money from the executive board over a two-year
period, which would have yielded the religious liberty lobby about $17,000 annually.
The 1991 decision stirred the ire of Kentucky conservatives opposed to various
BJC stances - - thus prompting even the pastor who made the 1991 motion, Bill Messer,
to urge the funding be derailed. "The intention of my motion was to promote
fellowship, to provide healing" after the Southern Baptist Convention defunded the
BJC, Messer said. "But the very opposite has happened."
The executive board placed $98,000 in the fund in November 1992. However, no
interest payments had been made to the BJC and the executive board now must decide
how to use the monies, said Barry Allen, convention business division director.
Texas Baptists for the second year in a row decisively rejected attempts to
defund Baylor University and the BJC. Baylor, which now elects three-fourths of its
trustees, will receive $4.05 million from the state convention, which elects onefourth. The convention will give the BJC $63,000 in 1994.
North Carolina Baptists turned back an effort to reduce funding for the Biblical
Recorder newsjournal.
In Cooperative Program giving:
- - West Virginia Baptists reported a 10 percent increase in CP giving during the
first 10 months of 1993.
- - A 1 percent increase in the percentage of the state Cooperative Program
budget designated for national and international Southern Baptist ministries was
voted by Baptists in Iowa. Hawaii Baptists voted a .65 percent increase, continuing
a string of increases since 1985. Half-percent increases were voted by Baptists in
Michigan, for the 23rd consecutive year; Wyoming, with varying increases for the 10th
year; West Virginia; the Dakotas; Nevada; and Illinois. A one-fourth percent
increase was approved in New York. Alaska Baptists voted to increase their 1994
Cooperative Program giving by 5.78 percent despite a 7 percent drop in their
churches' CP giving during the first seven months of 1993. Projected financial
2.5
shortfalls prompted reductions in CP percentages by Baptists in ~ansas-~ebraska,
percent, and Louisiana, , 2 5 percent.
- - Penn/Jersey messengers approved a year-long CP task force study recommending
state executive board members "come from churches that give evidence of committed
support of consistent giving to the Cpoperative Program" and urging that each of the
board members' churches "have a plan to give at least 10 percent to the cooperative
Program."
- -more--
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Georgia Baptists' nominating committee to fill board
positions on agencies and institutions with people from churches giving at least 7
percent of total budget to the Cooperative Program met with criticism for eliminating
people from more than half of the state's churches from consideration. As a result,
messengers voted for a study committee to deal with what constitutes a ~cooperatingl*
church with the convention and report back to the 1994 meeting.
- - Minnesota-Wisconsin messengers urged churches in the convention to increase
their CP giving from the current 7.64 percent average to 9.26 percent.
Among other financial concerns, District of Columbia Baptists were alerted
church contributions must increase to avoid a 1994 deficit that could reach $70,000.
In South Carolina, the Baptist convention accepted an agreement to sever legal
ties with their hospital, after an August vote by hospital trustees for a selfappointed rather than convention-appointed board. Under the agreement, the hospital,
with facilities in Columbia and Easley, will contribute $3 million over a three-year
period to assist ministers and will continue present policy of performing abortions
only "when medically necessary."
However, messengers approved a plan asking remaining convention institutions to
further clarify their relationship to the convention by next year with changes in
their charters. The convention also adopted a list of 13 "trustee expectations" that
included "serving as guardian of the convention's rights and interests."
In state convention presidential elections involving theological/politica1
tensions, moderate-backed nominees won in Texas, Virginia, North and South Carolina,
Louisiana and Kentucky. A conservative-backed nominee won in Arkansas.
In other elections, Florida Baptists elected the first Hispanic to a convention
office, Orlando lawyer Rafael de Armas as first vice president, who also is the first
bivocational pastor elected to a state post; Texas Baptists elected Mauriece
Johnston, a former president of Texas Woman's Missionary Union, as flrst v i c e
president; and New England Baptists elected Mary Beth Caffey of Maine as president, a
nine-year bivocational Home Mission Board Mission Service Corps volunteer.
On the issue of abortion:
- - Messengers in Missouri, Indiana and New Mexico adopted resolutions opposing
President Clinton's health-care reforms if they pay for abortions.
- - Minnesota-Wisconsin Baptists, in a resolution opposing abortion, also urged
Baptists to devote "equal fervor to compassionately encourage and assist girls and
women with unplanned and unwanted pregnancies to carry their children to term and to
prepare for the best life possible for their children."
- - Texas Baptists rejected a motion to instruct their Christian Life Commission
to bring its statement on abortion in line with the position of the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commission. The Texas statement affirms the sanctity of human life
but allows for abortion in such extreme circumstances as rape, incest, severe fetal
deformity and threats to the life and health of the mother. The Southern Baptist CLC
condemns abortion in all situations except to save the life of a mother.
- - Mississippi Baptists in a resolution noted the U.S. Supreme Court recently
upheld a MississippF law requiring parental consent for a minor child to have an
abortion and commended the state legislature for enacting the law in 1986.
On the issue of homosexuality:
- - Florida messengers voted to urge the state's Baptists to participate in a
petition effort to amend a state constitution provision protecting homosexuals from
discrimination.
- - Virginia Baptists adopted a statement calling homosexual behavior llsinfuland
unacceptable for Christians" in an attempt to address criticism from conservatives
over a milder statement adopted last year.
- - Colorado Baptists adopted an amendment to the convention's constitution
similar to a constitutional change enacted by the Southern Baptist Convention that
churches which "affirm, approve or endorse" homosexual behavior are "not in
cooperation" with the state convention.
- -more-=
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In other news:
- - The True Love Waits sexual-abstinence-until-marriagecampaign of the Baptist
Sunday School Board was affirmed by resolutions adopted in Missouri, Kansas-Nebraska,
Illinois, Arkansas, the Northwest (Oregon-Washington) and Utah-Idaho.
- - Baptists in New England and Wyoming celebrated the 10th anniversaries of
their conventions - - and both created foundations for receiving trusts and charitable
gifts to their conventions and to other missions causes. The Iowa Southern Baptist
Fellowship voted to begin the process of becoming a state convention at their 1995
meeting .
- - North Carolina Baptists voted May 1, 1994, as the "Great American TV Turnoff
Day" and urged other state conventions to join in the protest. May 1 is the start of
Christian Home Week in Southern Baptist churches.
Messengers in Arkansas and Mississippi voted to commend TV stations that
refused to air ABC's controversial "NYPD Blue" series.
- - Virginia Baptists approved the naming of one trustee to both the BJC and
Associated Baptist Press; by a narrow 1,297-1,257,dialogue with the American
Baptists Churches in the U.S.A. and two black Baptist groups, the Progressive
National Baptist Convention and the Baptist General Convention of Virginia; and
dialogue with the new Southern Baptist Conservatives in Virginia organization.
- - Missouri Baptists voted to deny the state chapter of Americans United for
Separation of Church and State exhibition space at future annual meetings.
- - New Mexico Baptists urged the state legislature to adopt: measures to reduce
alcohol-related traffic fatalities, a statistic which, per capita, the state leads
the nation. Louisiana Baptists adopted a resolution stating willingness to join a
cooperative effort to address concerns that the state has been termed "the murder
capital of the nation" based on murders per capita.
- - Baptists in South Carolina and Louisiana adopted resolutions urging churches
to establish Christian life/moral and social concerns committees to keep members
informed about critical issues.
- - The Wyoming convention approved its resolutions committee's recornmendation
against endorsing a resolution submitted by a church for a stronger stance against
Freemasonry than adopted during the 1993 Southern Baptist Convention in Houston. The
SBC stance is for Baptists to consider Masonic membership in light of Scripture and
the Holy Spirit and for it be a matter of local church autonomy and personal
conscience.
- - Dakota Southern Baptist Fellowship messengers gathered around each
denominational worker on hand to address their meeting for a time of special prayer.
"In my entire time of service," one Southern Baptist worker said, "I have never had a
group pray especially for me."
- - New York messengers adopted a resolution to be sent to the government of
Haiti and the U.S. State Department deploring the suffering of people in Haiti and
calling for an end to human rights violations there.
- - Hawaii Baptists, meeting on the island of Kauai where Hurricane Iniki struck
Sept. 11, 1992, were given free use of the War Memorial Convention Hall by Kauai
Mayor Jo Ann Yukimura in appreciation for Baptist relief work, involving 384 Hawaii
Baptist volunteers who prepared more than 260,000 hot meals through Nov. 21 of that
year and 200 volunteers Erom Hawaii and the U.S. mainland who worked to repair
churches and homes. Illinois Baptists voted a resolution of appreciation to
volunteer teams that assisted in flood relief Erom Kentucky, Mississippi and North
Carolina.
- - North Carolina Baptists scheduled their 1994 meeting for a Friday and
Saturday in an experiment to increase attendance by laypersons.
- -30--

--
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ANALYSIS

Religion's future in Russia
still awaits real democracy

By Marty Croll

RICHMOND, VA. (BP)--Only after the vote is counted for a new Russian Parliament
in mid-December will the watching world have an inkling of what the budding
democratic movement in Russia really amounts to - - and what the future holds for
religious freedom there.
As recently as two years ago - - while new leaders were reclaiming Russia from
elite lords who owned the U.S.S.R. - - Russian Orthodox lawmaker-priest Vyacheslav
Polosin was writing flaming oratory extolling equal rights.
At the time, Polosin sounded strangely like Father Gleb kakunin, a famous
Russian Orthodox defender of the gospel. Yakunin fought for religious freedom before
it was popular and was stripped of his church by Orthodox leaders friendly with the
Soviet KGB. He was imprisoned and exiled. Time would show, however, that Yakunin's
roots in freedom ran far deeper than Polosin's.
In September Russian President Boris Yeltsin suspended the communist
constitution from 1977 and disbanded Parliament, where anti-reformers had
consolidated their power.
Just days before tanks blasted them out of the Parliament building in October,
anti-reform lawmakers passed a bill Polosin sponsored. Its purpose: to ban foreign
missionary work and restrict non-Orthodox worship on Russian soil, thus sealing a
marriage between Orthodox leaders and anti-reformists.
Recent Russian history is more ambiguous than it first appears.
By crushing an August 1991 coup attempt designed by Soviet communists to reverse
reform, Russia proved its desire to break free from Soviet dominance. But if there
was any question whether the Russian Parliament stood for democracy, it was answered
when lawmakers began fighting every democratic measure Yeltsin tried to nail down.
It was the old Soviet legislature, not the Russian Parliament, that passed a
1990 law legalizing free expression and ending seven decades of Soviet repression of
religion. That law cleared the way for foreign mission work.
But last June Polosin's law appeared, and the fervor behind it surprised
foreigners who had gone to Russia to evangelize a vast and complex people. They know
now that revolutionary change in Russia - - if it happens at all - - comes slowly and
painfully.
Does Yeltsin's struggle against hard-line communists reflect an era of
transition, the home stretch in a centuries-old Russian journey to personal freedom
and equal rights? Are the past three years a prelude to the coming of a free society
that will allow unhindered spiritual revival?
Or are they only a skip in the heartbeat of a nation destined to be ruled by the
few most powerful people its oppressed ranks produce?
Religious liberty workers with offices in Moscow won't address those questions
- - at least not until the Dec. 12 vote decides who will make future laws, and under
the authority of what constitution.
"It all hinges on what: we're going to get in the election," said Sharon Linzey,
coordinator for the Christian Resource Center in Moscow.
Some foreign religious workers in Russia wonder if Yeltsin can bring about: a
fair election. As recently as October, opposition groups were calling for nothing
short of murder to prevent government leaders from organizing it. One party
advertising in the Moscow Times urged assassination of Yeltsin supporters, starting
with Moscow's mayor.
"This election process will be a dangerous one," said Linzey. "It's not going
to be smooth. The burning of the Parliament building could be just the beginning.
You can spiritualize it: however you want, but forces who've had power here aren't
going to give it up easily.ll
--more--
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If elections happen, Russian democratic advocates claim they will win at least
40 percent of seats in the new Parliament. They predict communists, including those
calling for the return of the Soviet Union, will win 30 percent. Even this scenario
- - which many call far too optimistic - - leaves up for grabs a 30 percent swing vote
of socialists with democratic leanings.
In the assemblies of Russia's 89 regions and republics, which determine the
power structure at more local levels, it's even more hazy who might establish
control.
So far, reform has brought the average Russian little except an empty feeling in
the pit of his stomach - - physical hunger, despair of the future, or both.
Meanwhile, he sees the streets and airwaves filled with foreigners preaching foreign
doctrines - - not all of them gospel-based teachings.
Evangelicals, including 40 Southern Baptist missionaries assigned to Russia, see
the nation as a vital beachhead to conquer for the cross. But most Russians can't
understand all the fuss about religious freedom. Unable to comprehend that Americans
would take money from their own pockets just to save Russian souls, many suspect a
hidden agenda.
Under communism, foreign ideas - - except for Marxism - - weren't much of an
issue; they were forbidden. Even now, hard-line nationalists don't conceal their
hatred for foreigners and plan to drive them out of the country.
Russians love their country and feel that until recently it provided their basic
needs, even when they stood in long lines to buy food. But the democracy Russia
knows to date has been so polluted with power plays that growing a free market has
been impossible. In the absence of unified government, mafia-type corruption has
brought scarcity, poverty and skyrocketing crime.
Yakunin was in Washington when Yeltsin announced suspension of Parliament. He
said many Russians now feel like the Israelites Moses led - - preferring the comfort
of slavery in Egypt (i.e. communism) to the "promised land" of democracy. How
average Russians actually perceive their country's future might become more clear
after the elections. But foreigners whose evangelistic work in Russia depends on
free exercise of religion took heart: at the October showdown between Yeltsin and the
Parliament. They saw it as a good sign that the mobs who stood against tanks two
years ago to defend Russia against Soviet communists didn't: rush back to defend
communist lawmakers against Yeltsin.
Religious freedom watchers wonder how much Yeltsin knows - - or cares - - about
the subject, but they recognize he's still the best they've got.
Yeltsin seemed to firmly oppose lawmakers' attempts to restrict religious
freedom and in effect killed Polosin's bill by stalling it with vetoes until he
dismissed Parliament. Yakunin called Yeltsin "brave" for not signing the bill,
despite threats from Orthodox leaders to oppose him openly if he didn't.
But Baptists and others who discussed the law with Yeltsin and his advisers say
he originally planned to sign it - - until its initial passage July 14 drew fierce
protest from world leaders, including U.S. lawmakers.
Jay Strack, a Southern Baptist evangelist who met with Yeltsin's Kremlin
advisers in Moscow last summer, found they knew little of religious freedom. The
response from the West to the religion law shocked them. They had considered the
bill a harmless measure to prevent such things as the cult disaster in Waco, Texas,
which had played heavily in Russian media.
Yakunin cast the only nay against the restrictive religion law in Parliament's
first vote. Pointed remarks on the floor indicate other lawmakers based their "yes"
.vote on snubbing Yeltsin and currying favor with Patriarch Alexei 11, leader of the
Russian Orthodox Church.
After the bill died with the former Parliament, Yakunin told U.S. Sen. Richard
Lugar (R-Ind,) that other attempts would surface to shut out evangelical growth in
Russia. Yakunin and others believe Patriarch Alexei wants to re-establish Orthodoxy
as the state religion and elevate his own office by trumpeting a nationalist battle
cry to "Save Russia for Russia."
- -more--
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"We must stand on guard even after the election," Yakunin said in a meeting in
Lugar's Capitol Hill office.
The Russian Orthodox Church claims up to 80 million members. Still, many
experts in Russian religion say less than 10 percent of Orthodox ever worship in
church and only some of them know what they believe. Yakunin charges Alexei and
other Orthodox leaders have been so caught up in the KGB and communist power
structure that true believers have lost faith in the church.
The Russian masses have been taught atheism by communists for decades. As a
young man, Yakunin himself quit Orthodox seminary after a year "due to the absence of
any real religious education" there, he said.
Any grass-roots fight for religious liberty in Russia likely will originate from
people who continued to teach the gospel even during the height of communist
persecution. A few of these are Orthodox leaders who kept their hands clean during
KGB infiltration of the church. Others are Orthodox and evangelical Russians - - many
the product of parents who taught their sons and daughters the faith, despite
persecution.
Patrick Gray, an Episcopal priest who works in Russian studies for the Institute
of Religion and Democracy in Washington, grew interested in the subject because he
wanted to play a part in an Orthodox revival he believed would lead Russia to Jesus.
In light of recent events and findings that Orthodox leaders were KGB agents, he has
abandoned that view.
Still, he sees hope for the future. "1 don't think it's going to be the church,
but I think it's going to be the faith of the people that makes the difference," Gray
said.
"Of the Russians I know, I think there's a lot of faith in those hearts. I
really think if they can get the proper political structures, that Christianity will
become a major part of the country."

--=Jo--

Adapted from Dec. 1993 issue of The Commission, the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board's magazine. (BP) graphic illustration (horizontal) mailed to state Baptist
newspapers by Richmond bureau of Baptist Press. Cutline available on SBCNet Newsroom.
Draft Russian constitution
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MOSCOW (BP)--If Russian citizens vote Dec. 12 for President Boris Yeltsin's
proposed new constitution, laws such as one passed earlier this year to restrict
evangelical growth would be unconstitutional.
Parts of the document guarantee religious liberty and affirm the right of
foreign missionaries to operate. The proposed constitution would:
- - Protect human rights in general. It promises that human rights as defined by
commonly recognized international norms belong to every person from birth and will
determine how laws are enforced. It guarantees equality under the law and denies
special restrictions of human rights regardless of a citizen's religious conviction.
It also forbids local governments from passing laws denying or belittling such
rights.
- - Protect religion specifically. It guarantees freedom of conscience, the
right to profess any or no religion and freedom to spread religious beliefs.
However, it also forbids propaganda claiming one religion is superior to another.
The intent of the latter provision apparently is to prevent establishment of a state
religion, such as Russian Orthodoxy.
- - Give foreigners (including missionaries) the same rights as Russians except
where forbidden by international treaty.
Despite Yeltsin's recent victories over hard-liners, the constitution has no
guarantee of passing. Deputy Prime Minister Yegor Gaidar warned Nov. 22 that a
"propaganda war" with opponents could defeat the document. He called on regional
officials to convince voters to back the constitution.
- -3o--
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By Marty Croll

WASHINGTON (BP)--Father Gleb Yakunin, an evangelical Russian Orthodox priest who
spent most of the 1980s in forced labor or exile, is taking the latest jab of
persecution against him in stride.
The Holy Synod of the Moscow Patriarchy, under Russian Orthodox leader Alexei
11, stripped Yakunin of his priesthood Nov. 2.
Yakunin has become a famous figure in fighting for the rights of all Russian
religious believers during the past three decades--and in paying the price for it. In
defrocking Yakunin, Alexei went a step further than even the Soviet KGB did in 1965.
The KGB barred him from performing priestly duties but stopped short of divesting him
of his priesthood. That action followed an open letter Yakunin wrote to Alexei's
predecessor denouncing Orthodox involvement in Soviet religious repression.
The latest blow to Yakunin comes after he battled Alexei in the Russian
Parliament to defeat: a proposed law - - strongly supported by Alexei - - that would
have limited non-Orthodox worship in Russia and barred evangelical missionary
activity.
"God sent me this big cross, but I am glad," Yakunin told Baptist Press in an
interview just after his defrocking. "I will bear it with his help. I believe, in
fact, that what I am doing is some kind of prophetic mission."
Yakunin encouraged Western evangelicals to keep sending missionaries to Russia.
"A lot of people are very cautious about foreign missionaries, but some have a
very positive influence ... in spreading the Word of God," he said.
Yakunin's cross is not only his defrocking but his desire that Russians win true
religious freedom. That desire led him to disclose KGB influence in the Orthodox
church and to work to free prisoners of conscience during the reign of communists in
the Soviet Union.
In his most: rkcent skirmish with would-be totalitarians, he drew upon the
influence of human rights activists in the West, including U.S. congressmen and
President Bill Clinton, to fight the proposed religious limitations.
Orthodox leaders who defrocked him know his next agenda is exposing their
involvement in the recent coup attempt of hard-liners in Parliament, Yakunin said.
As anti-reform lawmakers turned the Russian White House into their military
bunker and planned an armed insurrection against President Boris Yeltsin, Orthodox
priests performed baptisms, offered communions and heard confessions there. One even
excommunicated Yeltsin in a White House liturgy, according to Yakunin.
"I want to investigate the role of the Moscow Patriarchate in the recent
putsch," Yakunin said. "I want to show its role to the people and to President
Yeltsin."
Not until reform takes place within the Orthodox leadership, he said, can
revival take place among the people in the Orthodox church.
The Orthodox synod announced it was defrocking Yakunin for rebelling against the
church, specifically for his insistence on running for the new legislature Yeltsin
has proposed. But in a published statement, Yakunin pointed out other priests are
members of local Parliaments. Alexei himself and others sat on the Parliament of the
Soviet Union b e f o r e it was dissolved.
Another priest considered part of the Russian democratic movement abandoned his
attempt to run for the national legislature after Alexei ordered him to, Yakunin
said. Even hard-line priests are getting no official church support to run for
political office this time around.
Yakunin's fight for Russians' right to worship freely has been costly but
unavoidable, he said.
"When you fight against lies, you are always going against the flow," he
admitted quietly. "I was always fighting to know the truth, and God was helping me
to find it. He is the foremost help in you seeing the truth."
--more--
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Yakunin said he hopes that with a new reform-minded legislature, lawmakers will
once again dig into the archives of the KGB to expose its alleged influence among
Orthodox leaders. Five months after reformists began studying the coup attempt by
communists against Mikhail Gorbachev in 1991, Parliament leader Ruslan Khasbulatov
closed the original investigation under pressure from Alexei, Yakunin said.
Before it was shut down, that inquiry turned up damaging evidence. "The Russian
Orthodox Church was not only subordinated to the state, but was a branch of the
state," Yakunin charged. "Authorities of the church at any level couldn't take any
high position before signing a paper saying they were working with the KGB."
During the first years of reform, many people returned to the Orthodox church
hungry for spiritual renewal after long communist oppression.
"It was like an explosion. A lot of people got baptized and started going to
church," Yakunin said. "But they quickly lost interest because of the Patriarchy
being in such a ... bankruptcy ... a crisis. The (Orthodox) church is in paralysis,
and now the majority of people are believers, but they are like orphans. We had all
hoped and believed the church in Russia will have a very special mission, but the
practice of church life is very superficial."
Yakunin credits much of his understanding of the Christian faith to a fellow
priest, Father Alexander Men. Men was gifted - - and unique among Orthodox - - in
explaining the New Testament and new birth through Jesus Christ.
After becoming an outspoken proponent of religious freedom, Yakunin was
imprisoned in late 1979. Communist authorities who arrested him and others feared
the budding human rights movement would erupt into a political struggle before the
eyes of the world during the 1980 Olympic Games in Moscow.
After 18 months in the Moscow prison where anti-reform leaders who fought
Yeltsin are now being held, Yakunin was sent to Ural Camp No. 37 in Siberia for more
than three years of forced labor. He was serving an additional five years of
internal exile after that when Gorbachev's reforms began, and he was released. In
March 1987, he was allowed to serve as a priest for the first time since 1965.
But the communists who continued to influence the Russian government after the
fall of the U.S.S.R. grew more extreme with each passing day, Yakunin said.
Toward the end of their reign, they suffered from a lfcollectivehysteria ...
like being possessed. You could see that a dark force was possessing them," he said.
"You could feel some kind of force from the outside was pushing them almost against
their own will. It was impossible to talk to them because they were unable to have
normal conver~ation.'~
Now, with the latest coup attempt behind and a clearer vision of a free Russia,
Yakunin sees the future of his mission in the halls of the legislature - - not the
priesthood.
Whether he'll miss his rocky relationship with the Orthodox church is yet to be
seen.
--3O-Church's men invigorated
by Promise Keepers movement

Baptist Press

By Marlene Hershey

11/22/93

BLUE SPRINGS, Mo. (BP)--What is happening at his church, he noted, is "a
firestorm that's sweeping the nation."
The man who said that is Gary Simmons, and the "firestorm" is Promise Keepers,
which tdentifies itself as a "Christ-centeredministry dedicated to uniting men
through vital relationships to become Godly men who.influence their world."
This men's prayer movement got started with University of Colorado football
coach Bill McCartney. A group of 35 men from Simmons' church, First Baptist in Blue
Springs, Mo., joined 50,000 other men in Colorado for the Promise Keepers conference
in late July, and neither those men nor their church have been the same since.
"It was a week all of us see as a change in time," Simmons said. "There wasn't
a man who didn't come back ~ h a n g e d . ~
- -more--
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Since the conference, Promise Keepers has mushroomed at First Baptist. That
first group of 35 men has quadrupled, and so far more than 140 men in the church have
signed the Promise Keepers Covenant. They have formed 17 small groups of five to
eight men. These "squadsn meet once a week to experience "the three Ps" of prayer,
pages (Scripture) and pain (sharing with each other),
"It's a time for the men to get together and build each other up," pastor Jeff
Barnes explained.
Said Simmons, "We need to be able to get intimate with each other. We need to
express our hurts and needs and gird each other up."
In addition to the squads, Promise Keepers get together once a month for a
Promise Keepers Rally after the Sunday evening worship. The rally is a time for
inspirational music, guest speakers, testimonies and fellowship.
Promise Keepers also planned outreach activities for ABC-TV's Monday Night
Football game Nov. 8, including a tailgate party. Unchurched friends were invited
and a time of testimonies and worship was planned for halftime.
Simmons, the church's point man for the ministry, said before he heard of
Promise Keepers he would have been a most unlikely candidate to carry out such a
responsibility.
"I've gone to church all of my life but I was a pew-sitter," he said. "A year
ago you wouldn't have gotten me to get up in front of the church to give a testimony.
This year has been phenomenal. Now I'm a deacon in the church and leader of the
men's ministry. I*
Even more than motivating him to get: involved in the church, Simmons said, his
involvement in Promise Keepers has helped him recover from recent trials in his life.
"I've had a couple of rough years, as far as being unemployed and trying to find
a job," he said. "Right now there are a lot of men with these same problems."
Simmons' wife, Kathy, is pleased with the transformation in her husband.
"I've seen an increased dedication," she said. "He seems to have really
recommitted his life to the Lord. He really wants to help other men.
"I haven't: talked to any wife of any of the men who went (to Colorado) who
wasn't thrilled," Kathy said. "It's really encouraging to see the men take the
leadership roles in the church again."
She said the women at First Baptist are being inspired by the example of these
men. They have started some small prayer groups of their own which she said were
sparked by the Promise Keepers.
Along with Simmons, each of the 140 Promise Keepers in the church has signed the
seven-point Promise Keepers Covenant to:
- - Honor Jesus Christ through prayer, worship and obedience to his Word.
- - Maintain spiritual, moral, ethical and sexual purity.
- - Build strong marriages and families through love, protection and biblical
values.
- - Support the mission of their church by honoring and praying for their pastor
and by actively giving their time and resources.
- - Reach beyond any racial and denominational barriers to demonstrate the power
of biblical unity.
- - Influence their world, being obedient to the Great Commandment (Mark 12:3031) and the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20).
- - Pursue vital relationships with a few other men, understanding the need for
brothers to help them keep their promises.
A second component of the promise Keepers plan is each man needs three others
who serve as mentors in his life. One is to be like the apostle Paul, older and
wiser. The second should be like Barnabas, a soul brother with whom to share. The
third is to be like Timothy, a younger man who can use affirmation and encouragement.
Pastor Barnes believes these principles are revitalizing the men in his church.
"It's made an awesome difference," he said. "It's caused the men to seek
evangelism. They're really seeking God."
The Promise Keepers principles, Simmons said, are helping men claim their role
and responsibility within their families and the church.
--more-*
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"We need to assume our office and take our role in the spiritual lives of our
families, our churches," he said. "It's the recognition that men have a role that
we've abandoned, a role which Christ and th Bible identified. We've turned that
over entirely to the women in the church for decades now."
Now that Promise Keepers have strong roots in the Blue Springs church, the
second stage, the pastor noted, is taking it beyond racial and denominational
barriers.
"There needs to be unity," Barnes said. "We need to work with other churches
and denominations to reach people for Christ. People need to get behind their
pastors, honor and pray for them."
Barnes said this stage will take a year or two to develop fully, though it
already has begun to a large degree. Simmons said the church's group has seeded at
least four churches with Promise Keepers squads within the past 90 days.
Across the nation, Promise Keepers has grown so rapidly that there won't be
enough room in the stadium at Boulder to hold them all next year. The conference
will be divided into five regional conferences in 1994. Barnes said preliminary
plans are in the works for a Promise Keepers conference at Arrowhead Stadium in
Kansas City in 1995.
- -30-Hershey is a correspondent for Missouri Baptists' Word & Way newsjournal. (BP) photo
to be available from the (BP) central office in Nashville.
Indian Baptists celebrate Carey,
accept challenge to evangelize

Baptist Press
By Wendy Ryan

11/22/93

CALCUTTA, India (BP)--Two hundred years after English Baptist missionary William
Carey landed in Calcutta to preach the gospel, more than 3,500 Indian Baptists and
their guests celebrated Carey's life and Savior and were challenged by Baptist
leaders to evangelize India.
While the poverty on the streets of Calcutta, the largest: city of India, was an
ever-present reminder of the needs there during the Nov. 13-14 gathering, and
firecrackers from the Hindu Divali festival of lights exploded outside, there was a
festive mood to the Christian celebrations under a red, blue and white striped tent.
Choirs, special music, tribal dancing and drama praised Carey who brought the
gospel to modern India but also reflected the diversity of Baptist life in India.
However, while Baptist leaders from around the world spoke of Carey's legacy of
preaching, evangelism, education, social justice, Bible translation and even his love
of plants, all of the messages focused on the challenge of evangelism for a minority
Baptist community of more than a million people in India, a country of more than 890
million, 80 percent of whom are Hindus and 11 percent Muslims.
Knud Wumpelmann, president of the Baptist: World Alliance, described the
challenge for sharing the gospel in India and around the world as "breathtaking."
"But God will prepare the way in spite of problems and difficulties," Wumpelmann
said. "You are never alone."
Wumpelmann advised Baptists in India to preach the gospel as Carey did, with
respect for the devotion of religious people in India.
"Today, people in India are honestly seeking the truth," Wumpelmann said. "Like
Carey did, they must be met with great respect for who they are, then we can preach
the gospel to them."
Wumpelmann challenged Indian Baptists not to limit the dimensions of the gospel,
but to fight against racism and for basic human rights. "It hurts our hearts to see
when we cannot love one another," he said. "We are sent today to make it absolutely
clear that God loves every person."
Nilson Fanini, pastor of the First Baptist Church in Niteroi, Brazil, pleaded
with Indian Baptists to work together if they are to evangelize India for Christ.
"The church of Jesus Christ in India is more important than any other thing," Fanini
said.
- -more--

11/22/93

Page 12

Baptist Press

"Whil we are different, God has just one family. Together we must evangelize
and send missionaries or die.
"While there' is a whole world to evangelize in Asia, you must see beyond,"
Fanini said. "God works with everybody together. No one mission society can win the
world alone."
Fanini said he often asks God, "Why did Carey who had so little do so much and
we who have so much do so little?"
"We spend so much time discussing and arguing as Baptists when souls are dying,
dying, dying," said Fanini who called on Baptists around the world to break down the
cultural, social, geographic and economic walls that divide and "build bridges of
lov and prayer" for evangelism.
Fanini told a story of the death in a plane crash of a Brazilian missionary and
an American missionary. "They worked together and died together," Fanini said, "and
hundr ds of young people responded when asked, 'Who will take their place?'
"Who will take the place of William Carey?" Fanini asked, as people streamed to
the front of the tent in response to his invitation to pray for India.
John Sundquist, executive director of overseas missions for the American Baptist
Churches in the U.S.A., praised Baptists in India "for their gifts given to the
community of faith in the wider world."
"I plead with you in India," Sundquist said, "to help us in Western Europe and
the United States rediscover a biblical world view, the power and presence of the
Holy Spirit, right priorities, identification with the poor and a passion for the
lost."
Sundquist said that vision today is springing from national leadership around
the world. "The so-called Christian West is now one of the many mission fields for
the exploding missionary movement out of the developing nations," said Sundquist, who
said out of 200,000 Christian missionaries, 60,000 are from the developing world to
their own people.
"We must take people at home as seriously as those afar off who have not heard
the gospel," Sundquist said. "Mission can never again be a flight to the pagans far
off while the pagans at home are ignored."
Sundquist gave four challenges for mission today.
Every Christian missionary must take seriously the calling where they now live,
and the global calling, avoid cultural arrogance and paternalism and "every Christian
should call into serious question the traditional one way-traffic in mission."
Sundquist illustrated his last point with the story of a Burmese surgeon who
responded to God's call and now serves as an ABC missionary at a mission hospital in
Vanga, Zaire.
Tony Cupit, BWA director of evangelism, reminded Indian Baptists that while
Carey brought a revolution in missions, "it was Jesus Christ who was and is the Light
of the world."
Cupit urged Baptists to bring the light of Christ to bear on the hopelessness,
militarism, racism and other social needs today.
"Jesus Christ makes a world of difference," Cupit said, as he gave examples of
"the radical, transforming power of the Holy Spirit seen in lives around the world."
Too often, Cupit said, Christians choose darkness rather than living in the
light which God's Word brings. "Sons and daughters of India, turn your eyes to the
Sun of Righteousness," Cupit said.
In his address, Denton Lotz, BWA general secretary, stressed four principles of
the gospel that Carey preached; growth, justice, its universal appeal and command.
"In the realm of world evangelization, small is heretical because it does not
take seriously the divine command that the gospel is universal," Lotz said.
Lotz spoke about "the sacrifice inherent in the missionary vocation" as he urg d
his audience to give their lives for Christ.
"The question today for all Christians engaged in mission is, 'Are we able to
"hold not back ... spare notn our lives and our fortunes for the kingdom of God?'"
Lotz said.
-more-..
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"It is a word to the Western church, 'Are you able to give up your wealth and
beautiful buildings for the kingdom of God?'" said Lotz, "and to the East, 'Are you
able to give up your territorial disputes, leadership struggles ... egos for the
kingdom?'"
About the justice of the gospel, Lotz said, "There are social consequences to
the mission of our Lord.
"If you would follow Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior, then you must also
'keep justice and do righteousness,'" Lotz said.
"There is no place in the church for segregation, separation of outcasts and
upper classes, between black and white, rich or poor, educated or uneducated," Lotz
said, "and it is to this degree that we embody this kingdom in the church that the
church will be successful in communicating to a world desperately in need of love and
justice."
Like others, Lotz urged Indian Baptists to go to the world.
"Having cut ourselves off from the root of Christian civilization, even Jesus
Christ, Western civilization is now rotting," btz said.
"We need help from you to tell again the good news to a secular and discouraged
people," Lotz said.
Help is what several participants said they received from the celebrations.
wThis has helped me," said one Indian pastor. "I have rededicated my life to
the task."
"I will try to improve my ministry," said another Indian pastor. "The main
purpose of my life now is to preach the gospel."
For some pastors, it was a new thing to hear about the life and work of William
Carey. "I have been blessed as I heard the background, ministry and challenges of
William Carey," said one pastor. "These are the challenges of my life."
This is exactly what the planners of the celebration hoped would happen.
"W want these celebrations to quicken us, to strengthen our churches and
fulfill William Carey's vision in a big way in our time," said M.K. Pramanik,
chairman of local arrangements for the celebrations and pastor of the Circular Road
Baptist Church in Calcutta.
"We want these celebrations to help us fulfill the Great Commission," said G.
Krupananda, secretary of the All India Baptist Churches Committee that conceived of
and planned the celebrations.
Several events before and after the main celebrations also helped fulfill these
goals.
One hundred fifty Indian leaders attended an Evangelism and Mission Conference
sponsored by the Baptist World Alliance and the Asian Baptist Federation, Nov. 10-12.
During the conference, Baptist leaders from almost every group reported on the
wave of Indian missionaries going throughout their country and beyond.
More than 150 Southern Baptist volunteers, organized by John Bisagno, pastor of
First Baptist Church in Houston, and Charles Carter, pastor of Shades Mountain
Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala., preached the gospel in Calcutta before the main
celebrations.
Immediately following the celebrations, 1,000 Indian leaders participated in a
Pastors and Leaders Conference hosted by Southern Baptists.
--3O-Okla. president calls CBF
'uncooperative division'

Baptist Press

By Dave Parker

11/22/93

BETHANY, Okla. (BP)--Criticism of Baptist moderates' Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship was voiced during Keith Russell's presidential address at the Baptist
General Convention of Oklahoma.
Russell spoke out against recruitment by the Cooperating Baptist Fellowship of
Oklahoma, which is supported by former BGCO executive director-treasurer Joe Ingram
- -more--
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"I feel like I've been the victim of a drive-by shooting," said Russell, pastor
of First Baptist Church in Elk City. "My heart breaks that there are those who are
Southern Baptists that would seek to do missions in a way other than the Cooperative
Program." Russell's remarks were part of his address titled, "These Things I
Believe."
In an otherwise-harmonious meeting, 1,438 messengers to the 88th annual meeting
of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma at Council Road Baptist Church in
Bethany passed eight resolutions and one motion and-re-electedall three convention
officers, the first time all three officers were re-elected since 1937.
Russell likened the CBF issue to "a lighted stick of dynamite thrown on our
doorst p. We can either allow it to blow up our convention or we can throw it away.
I, for one, love this convention too much to allow it to blow up in our face."
He said the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship is a misnomer.
"It's not cooperative, it's uncooperative," he said. "The word 'cooperative'
means 'operating jointly to the same end.' It's not Baptist, at least it's not
Southern Baptist. The Southern Baptist way of doing missions for almost 70 years has
been through the Cooperative Program. It's not a fellowship, but a division. A r a1
fellowship will not divide us, but bring us together.
"It seems to me that the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship would be more accurately
named the Uncooperative Non-Southern Baptist Division."
Support for the CP should be real, though, Russell noted.
"If you believe as I do, put your money where your mouth is," he said. "Quit
nickel-and-dimingthe Cooperative Program. Don't look at your budget and say,
'What's the least I can give to the CP?' Look at your budget and say, 'What's the
best I can do?
"If you will allow me to paraphrase Scripture: 'Choose you this day what program
you'll support, but as for me and my church we will support the Cooperative Program.'
"On the one hand we have people wanting to divert Cooperative Program funds
somewhere else. On the other hand, people are keeping funds to build up their own
little kingdoms. If we listen, we can hear Satan laughing."
The resolutions covered everything from the CP to abortion and homosexuality.
Most of the resolutions passed without discussion, but the resolution on the
Cooperative Program was discussed, as was a motion to have Russell, the BGCO's past
president, Anthony Jordan, and three other men meet with Ingram.
Dennis Wright, pastor of First Baptist Church in Meeker, introduced the motion
that five men meet with Ingram. One messenger questioned whether or not the
convention could rightfully tell anyone what to do, but only a few people voted
against the motion.
Afterwards, Ingram told the Daily Oklahoman, the statewide newspaper published
in Oklahoma City, he would not meet with the men.
Messengers adopted a $17.45 million 1994 budget, down from 1993's $17.8 million.
The 58 percent figure retained for Oklahoma Baptist causes, with 42 percent forward
to SBC causes, were unchanged.
The resolution on the Cooperative Program was mainly a positive reaffirmation of
the 68-year-oldmissions giving program, but paragraphs eight and nine spoke against
"alternative funding methodsn which "have the effect of weakening the Cooperative
Program, the Southern Baptist Convention and Bold Mission Thrust."
Messenger Larry Bishop, a member of First Baptist Church in Norman, asked the
paragraphs be removed, but Jordan said the strong words in support of the Cooperative
Program were needed.
Lavonn Brown, pastor of First Baptist Church in Norman, said a church that only
gives 3 percent to the CP because it has a TV ministry is considered "cooperative,"
while his church, which gives 14.5 percent and is second in the state in total CP
gifts, is labeled "uncooperative" because it also sends money to the CBF.
"If that represents neglect and abandonment, we need to pray for neglect and
abandonment," Brown said.
Messengers voted overwhelmingly toAretaihthe paragraphs in question and then to
approve the resolution as written.
--more--

, 11/22/93

Page 15

Baptist Press

Other resolutions passed included statements:
- - Against the lottery as state-sponsored gambling.
- - Against the inclusion of homosexuality as a "civil right" and against hatred
and violence, both by and against homosexuals.
- - Against abortion and the use of federal tax dollars to pay for abortions.
- - In favor of tougher child pornography laws.
- - On the need for Oklahoma Baptists to pray daily for revival and renewed zeal
in evangelism and missions.
- - On the need for a11 Oklahoma Southern Baptists to set aside a portion of
every day for Bible study, meditation and worship.
Officers re-elected were Russell; first vice president, Bill Barnett, pastor of
Indian Nations Baptist Church in Seminole; and Wendell Lang, pastor of First Baptist
Church in Pryor.
Last year, Barnett became the first native American ever elected to a statewide
Baptist office in Oklahoma.
Next year's convention will be Nov. 14-16 at Southern Hills Baptist Church in
Oklahoma City.
--3o--
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Georgia Baptists debate

7% CP church standard

By William T. Neal

11/22/93

SAVANNAH, Ga. (BP)--Georgia Baptists held a rather quiet convention in Savannah
Nov. 15-17, drawing a much smaller crowd than in previous years. There were only
3,300 messengers compared to the 6,499 who attended last year's meeting in Macon.
The closest thing to an "issue" that came to the convention floor was concern
over the nominating committee's decision to fill positions on boards of convention
agencies and institutions with people from churches that give at least 7 percent of
total budget to the Cooperative Program. It was reported this decision had
eliminated people from over half of GBC churches from consideration.
As a result, convention messengers voted approval for a study committee to be
formed to deal with the issue of what constitutes a "cooperating" church in "harmony"
with the convention. That committee is to bring a report back to the GBC in 1994.
The convention approved a 1994 budget of $33.7 million, the same as 1993. After
taking out a category of expenses referred to as "shared responsibilities"
(administrative expenses, pastors' annuity, WMU, The Christian Index, etc.), totaling
about 10 percent of total budget, all other mission gifts through the Cooperativ
Program will be divided as last year, equally between GBC and Southern Baptist
Convention causes.
Larry Wynn, pastor of Hebron Baptist Church in Dacula, was unopposed for reelection to a second term as president. Four vice presidents were elected from a
field of eight candidates, a11 of whom were supported by either moderate or
conservative groups. All the winners were considered to be "conservative"
candidates.
The new vice presidents awe Len Turner, pastor of Calvary Baptist Temple in
Savannah; Pete Sharber, pastor of First Baptist Church in Hazlehurst; Osal Evans, a
retired commander with the Georgia State Patrol and member of First Baptist Church in
Sylvania; and Harris Malcom, pastor of First Baptist Church in Camilla.
Next year's convention will be Nov. 14-16 at the Macon Coliseum.
--3o--
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Convention launches foundation
to mark 10th year in Wyoming
CASPER, Wyoming (BP)--The 10th anniversary of the Wyoming Southern Baptist
Convention was celebrated by 113 messengers and 110 visitors during the convention's
Nov. 10-11meeting at Boyd Avenue Baptist Church in Casper.
In its 10 years, the convention has grown from 61 churches and two missions to
69 churches and 29 missions with 15,000 members.
Several former staff members returned for the meeting, including the
convention's first Woman's Missionary Union director, Andrea Mullins, now a Baptist
women's specialist with the national WMU, and the first director of religious
education, Bill Hardy, who is now coordinating the Mississippi Baptist Convention's
partnership with Baptists in Zimbabwe.
Scripture and prayer were led by pastors and laypersons who have been in Wyoming
throughout the convention's 10 years, including retiree O.R. "Benny" Delmar, who
founded the state's first Southern Baptist congregation in 1951, First Southern
Baptist Church of Casper.
Delmar, who was honored during the Thursday evening session, was elected by the
convention last year as "president emeritus for life."
Messengers adopted an overall 1994 budget of $1,009,000,up $5,000 over 1993.
The Cooperative Program budget anticipated from Wyoming churches was set at $334,526,
with 27.5 percent, a .5 percent increase, to be forward to Southern Baptist
Convention national and international ministries.
Wyoming Baptists have increased the percentage each of the past 10 years by .5
or 1 percent, Executive Director John Thomason noted.
A constitution and bylaws for a foundation were approved, enabling the
convention to receive bequests, trusts and charitable gifts. Thomason is serving as
the foundation's director, and an eight-member board of trustees was formed-during
the past year.
The foundation received its first gift last June - - a home and a memorial fund
for its upkeep - - from the children of the late George Massingale, longtime Wyoming
pastor, a widower who died during the past year. The house currently is being used
as a parsonage for the church he last led, North Casper Baptist Chapel.
The convention approved its resolutions committee's recommendation against
endorsing a resolution submitted by Bridger Valley Baptist Church in Lyman for a
stronger stance against Freemasonry than adopted during the 1993 Southern Baptist
Convention in Houston. In action lasting less than a couple of minutes, with no one
speaking for the church's recommendation, messengers endorsed the committee's
recommendation to affirm the Freemasonry stance recommended by the Home Mission Board
and then adopted by the SBC last June. The HMB/SBC stance is that Baptists consider
Masonic membership in light of Scripture and the Holy Spirit and that it be a matter
of local church autonomy and personal conscience.
Messengers unanimously approved a partnership with Paraguay Baptists, in
connection with the Foreign Mission Board, for 1994-97, and a partnership with
Missouri Baptists to run from the spring of 1994 to June 1997, which in October was
approved by the Missouri Baptist Convention.
Elected as officers, all by acclamation, were president, Danny Francis, pastor
of Big Horn Baptist Church in Buffalo; first vice president, Wayne Spencer, pastor of
College Heights Baptist Church in Casper; second vice president, Ed Bryan, pastor of
First Southern Baptist Church in Powell; and recording secretary, Bob Moon, pastor of
Lander Valley Baptist Church in Lander.
The convention's 1994 meeting will be Nov. 9-10 at HillTop Baptist Church in
Green River.

- -3O--
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Colorado Baptists receive
news of financial progress
PUEBM, Colo. (BP)--Colorado Baptists heard a report of progress toward
financial health for their convention during their Nov. 9-10 meeting at Pueblo's
Sangre de Cristo Arts and Conference Center.
Doug Lohrey, convention interim treasurer and pastor of Pikes Peak Park Baptist
Church in Colorado Springs, reported the amount of funds needing to be repaid which
had been diverted to convention operating expenses from churches' designated gifts
has been reduced from $186,000 to $110,000.
Earlier this year, convention officials acknowledged operating expenses for 10
years had been met by tapping funds otherwise designated by Colorado Baptist
churches. It was a practice necessitated, they said, after the Colorado Baptist
Foundation failed in 1985, leaving a debt of $1.5 million.
Messengers approved a 1994 budget of $2,545,979,including anticipated
Cooperative Program gifts from Colorado Baptist churches of $1,261,723,a slight
increase over 1993. The same percentage as 1993, 28.5 percent, of CP funds will be
forwarded to Southern Baptist Convention missions and ministries.
An amendment to the convention's constitution addressing homosexuality was
adapted, similar to a constitutional change the Southern Baptist Convention enacted
last June. The Colorado amendment states: "Among churches not in cooperation with
the Convention are churches which act to affirm, approve, or endorse homosexual
behavior. This includes performing a homosexual marriage or ordaining a homosexual
to the ministry."
Elected without opposition as convention president was Joe Chambers, pastor of
Lochwood Baptist Church in Lakewood.
Other new convention officers are first vice president, Ernie Gouge, a retired
pastor from Colorado Springs; second vice president, Tim Wade, pastor of Rosemont
Baptist Church in Montrose; and recording secretary, Rona Davis, a convention staff
member and member of Riverside Baptist Church in Denver.
A reception was held for Robert Nyberg, the convention's language missions
director, who will retire at the end of the year after 16 years in the post. The
work has grown from five Hispanic and one native American missions in 1978 to 56
congregations among 14 ethnic groups.
The son of a seaman, Nyberg was born in Sweden and grew up in various countries.
His wife, Margarita, a Colombian, led him to the Lord in 1958 in the South American
country.
Nyberg came to Colorado in 1968 as founding pastor of a Hispanic congregation,
New Life Baptist in Colorado Springs.
The convention's 1994 meeting will be Nov. 1-2 at Ken Caryl Baptist Church in
Littleton.
- -30-BSSB division gets new name,
new organizational structure

Baptist Press

11/22/93

NASHVILLE (BP)--A new name for the Baptist Sunday School Board's church
growth-Sunday school division and an organizational structure designed to "enable us
to better meet church and individual needs" has been announced by division director
Harry Piland.
The division name will change to Bible teaching-reaching division and was
proposed after the transfer of the church administration program to another division.
Piland said the organizational change is designed to "enable the division to
better meet church needs, become more competitive, assist churches we have not
reached before and heip churches achieve their mission.
"We will increase our efforts to help churches reach out to the unsaved to
involve them in Bible study and reach them fortChrist,"he said.
- -more--
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Internally, Piland said the organization "will enable us to produce literature
in a more timely manner, give personnel greater accountability and enable them to
more easily develop curriculum and materials for specific church needs.
"We are committed to continual improvement of our materials and services,
especially to making them easier to use and provide more application of Bible truths
to today's life needs."
The division will be made up of four departments: ministry developmentcoordination directed by associate division director Billie Pate; youth-adult
directed by Louis Hanks; preschool-children's directed by Cos Davis; and general
leadership, director position vacant.
Piland said eight positions in the division have been deleted but he anticipates
all personnel will be placed in positions. He said he is working with department
directors to place all personnel by Dec. 3.
- -30-.

CORRECTION: In (BP) story titled "WMU furlough housing list to be available to all,"
dated 11/19/93, please correct the seventh paragraph to read:

The WMU announcement concerning its plans to add CBF workers to the furlough
housing mai1ix-g list ... ."
Thanks,
Baptist Press
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