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VIRGINIA - - Anonymous donors give $1 million to FMB for work in former U.S.S.R.
WASHINGTON - - Congress approves outlawing abortion clinic blockades.
ALABAMA - - WMU furlough housing list to be available to all.
INDIA - - Baptists to help rebuild quake-ravaged India village; photo.
CHINA - - Chinese brothers' paths differ, but share Christian heritage; photos.
KENTUCKY - - Kentucky Baptists vote 477-438 to derail BJC funding plan.
KENTUCKY - - Kentucky convention elects moderate-backed president.
LOUISIANA - - Louisiana Baptists draw record convention crowd.
ALABAMA - - Alabama messengers fight gambling, refer trustee issue to 1994.
MASSACHUSETTS - - New England convention marks 10th anniversary.
WASHINGTON - - Court's action may hinder non-church religious schools.
NASHVILLE - - Baptists face leadership crisis, Sunday School Board leaders say.
NASHVILLE - - Management consultant shares tips for 21st century leaders.
OKLAHOMA - - 'Bivocational' church gets 'full-time' results.
MISSISSIPPI - - Don McGregor expected to recover from stroke.
Anonymous donors g i v e $1 million
to FMB for work in former U.S.S.R.

By Marty Croll

Baptist Press
11/19/93

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)--An anonymous Southern Baptist family from Mississippi has
given $1 million to the Foreign Mission Board to support rapidly growing mission
work in the former Soviet Union.
The donors responded to a conversation with "someone who has a vital interest
in that part of the world," said William Causey, executive director-treasurer of
the Mississippi Baptist Convention Board.
In a gift sent through the Mississippi convention, the donors designated the
money to meet 10 specific needs in the region through the Foreign Mission Board.
The $1 million check was dated Oct. 25.
"This was just a lifesaver," said John Floyd, FMB area director for Europe.
"We've been asking the Lord for provisions."
Alerted in advance that someone wanted to make the donation, Floyd contacted
mission leaders in the former Soviet region in mid-October about key ministry
needs. Then he prepared a list of recommendations on how to spend the money if it
were given.
The donors studied the recommendations and found them exciting, Causey said.
In a letter to the Foreign Mission Board, he said he joined in their prayer "that
God may use this to bring spiritual awakening to that part of our world."
Mission funds have been tight in the region, which has seen a rapid influx of
missionaries during the past three years. Because the mission board has had too
little money to buy housing for missionaries, rents have consumed the bulk of
their operating budgets.
"We were really hurting," Floyd said. "Plus, without adequate capital funds
over the past two years, we have not been able to do things requested by local
Baptist unions. Seminaries and churches desperately need help. One needs to
enclose a structure for the winter so-itwill be usable. Churches being returned .
from former communist governments need to be fixed up."
- -more--
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In a letter to the donors, Causey said he was moved by the donation. "Your.
sincerity and who1 sameness communicate ... what a marvelous family you are," he
said.
FMB President Jerry Rankin also praised the donors for awareness of "what: God
is doing in that part of the world through the Foreign Mission Board" and for
sensitivity to God's leadership.
"This demonstrates how God works to meet strategic needs when he's moving
throughout the world. ... If we're committed to being obedient to God and
responding to opportunities, then God's going to provide the resources," Rankin
said.
Here's where the money will go:
- - $420,000 for housing and Russian-made automobiles for six missionary
families assigned to the former Soviet Union.
- - $140,000 to repair buildings returned to Baptists from former communist
governments.
- - $230,000 to pay partial construction costs for seminaries in Odessa,
Ukraine, where churches are starting by the hundreds each year; in Moscow, where
Russian Baptists prayed for a school for several decades; and in Kiev.
- - $78,000 to translate and print discipleship training materials and teach
church leaders how to use them.
- - $50,000 to support one faculty member in a "Bible Chair" at a university in
Obninsk, Russia.
- - $82,000 to train church starters among local Baptist leaders, support
Southern Baptist evangelism efforts and set up an electronic communication link
among missionaries scattered throughout the vast reaches of the former Soviet
Union.
"It's easy to envision (people) in Eastern bloc countries who will one day be
in heaven because of what you have done," Causey said in his letter to the donor
family. Their Christian lives "will have originated in the home and prayer life
of the two of you."
--3o--

Congress approves outlawing
abortion c l i n i c blockades

By Tom Strode

Baptist Press
11/19/93

WASHINGTON (BP)--The Senate and House of Representatives, acting only two days
apart, approved legislation outlawing blockades of abortion clinics, potentially
disabling the rescue arm of the pro-life movement.
The House passed the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances Act Nov. 18 by a
voice vote. Two days earlier, the Senate approved the measure by a 69-30 margin.
Supporters were expected to seek to convene a conference committee quickly to
work out differences in the bill and move it back through Congress before both
houses adjourn for the year. Adjournment is scheduled before Thanksgiving.
President Bill Clinton has indicated his support for the bill.
Pro-lifers, including those who oppose violence and those who do not endorse
the blockading of clinics, attacked the FACE Act as a violation of free-speech
rights, while pro-choice advocates supported it as necessary to protect abortion
clinic workers and to ensure women have the right to obtain an abortion.
"What does it say about us as a country when the abortion license overrides
free speech, freedom of assembly and a 200-year tradition of peaceful protest?"
said Rep. Henry Hyde, R.-Ill.,during the House debate. "In the constellation of
American liberties, the abortion license has become the transcendent liberty."
Rep. Charles Schumer, D.-N.J., chief sponsor of the House version, said, "This
bill is good for those who are pro-choice and it is good for those who are
pro-life. It is only bad for those who seek to take the law into their own
hands."
- -more-
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-James. A. Smith, director of gov'ernment relations for the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commission, called FACE an attempt "to squash politically incorrect
pro-life dissent."
"Freedom of conscience has suffered a significant blow at the hands of
pro-abortion lawmakers in Congress," Smith said after the votes. "This
legislation is a mean-spirited attempt to stifle the voices of those who would
protest against the killing of unborn children.
"While the Christian Life Commission takes no position in favor or against the
rescue movement," Smith continued, "we do support the Baptist and American
tradition of freedom of conscience and civil disobedience. The FACE Act is
unnecessary because state and local laws are sufficient to punish those who
participate in blockades.
"This legislation is not about preventing so-called clinic violence, including
murders and damage to property, which we have categorically condemned. Laws
already exist to punish people who participate in such activities," Smith said.
Pat Anderson of the National Abortion Federation, which is a national
association of abortion providers, called the congressional action a "resounding
victory for health-care providers, for women and for our constitutional rights."
"Our members are truly on the front lines," said Anderson, NAF's acting
executive director, in a written statement. "Every day, they are stalked,
threatened, attacked, blockaded and terrorized - - simply because they have the
caring and the courage to provide abortions.
"NAF and our members have fought hard for this bill for years, and we are
overjoyed that abortion providers and their clients will finally have some
protection from lawless mobs."
The effect on groups practicing civil disobedience at abortion clinics remains
to be seen.
Keith Tucci, executive director of Operation Rescue National, released a
one-sentence statement: "The Fugitive Slave Act did not stop the abolitionists."
Wendy Wright, Operation Rescue National's communications director, said the
organization is "working on a legal challenge to FACE.
"This bill is so broad no one knows how it is going to be applied," she added.
Some opponents of the bill say FACE will suppress legal activities such as
sidewalk counseling and picketing, while sponsors of the legislation deny it will
apply to such activities.
Among amendments approved by the Senate were:
- - Providing the same protections from violence and obstruction for those
seeking to attend worship services.
- - Reducing the maximum sentence for first-time offenders not using force or
threat of force from one year to six months and for repeat offenders from three
years to 18 months, as well as the maximum fine for first-time offenders not using
force or threat of force from $100,000 to $10,000 and for repeat offenders from
$250,000 to $25,000.
Pro-life attempts to provide substitutes for the Senate bill failed.
In the House, among the successful amendments was one exempting parents and
legal guardians from penalties when they seek to stop their minor daughters from
having an abortion. The Senate bill already included such language.
A House pro-life substitute which would have permitted blockades while
penalizing violence failed.
Although such legislation had been introduced in past years, a Supreme Court
ruling and the shooting of two abortion providers this year provided the FACE Act
with the necessary momentum.
In January, the court ruled in Bray v. Alexandria Women's Clinic a
120-year-oldlaw could not be used by federal judges to protect abortion clinics
or women seeking abortions.
In March, abortion doctor David Gunn was shot and killed outside a Pensacola,
Fla., clinic. In August, George Tiller, who performs late-term abortions in
Wichita, Kan., was injured in a shooting o u t s i d e his clinic.
- -30--
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By Susan Doyle

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)--Southern Baptist Woman's Missionary Union has agreed to
expand the distribution of a list of churches and individuals who will provide
furlough housing to missionaries.
The list, which includes housing sponsored by 358 churches and individuals,
currently is mailed toward the end of each year to all career and associate
missionaries employed by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, FMB trustees
and staff, members of the national WMU executive board and state staffs and
housing sponsors. The list also is shared with missionaries sponsored directly by
Southern Baptist churches upon request.
Recently, WMU has agreed to mail the list to missionaries employed by the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and to CBF offices.
"WMU is a clearinghouse of furlough housing information," said June Whitlow,
WMU associate executive director responsible for the missionary housing function.
"When missionaries contact us and need housing in a certain area at a certain
time, we simply give them the names of house sponsors with housing available in
that area. It is up to the missionary to negotiate directly with the house
sponsor. The ultimate decision rests with the house sponsor."
WMU has maintained the housing list: since 1990.
The WMU announcement concerning its plans to add CBF workers to the furlough
housing list was made after an inquiry from Baptist Press concerning a sentence in
the November/December issue of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship newsletter
stating, "WMU has agreed to manage a 'missionary house' program for CBF."
Churches and individuals interested in providing housing for furloughing
missionaries may write Barbara Yeager, WMU, P.O. Box 830010, Birmingham, AL
35283-0010 or call (205) 991-4021.
--3o-Art Toalston contributed to this story.
Baptists to help rebuild
quake-ravaged India village

By Donald D. Martin

Baptist Press
11/19/93

HYDERABAD, India (BP)--Baptists have taken the first steps toward rebuilding
homes in one of the villages devastated by the Sept. 30 earthquake in India, which
killed nearly 10,000 people.
Indian Baptist relief workers and Southern Baptist representatives completed a
survey of the region Nov. 1. Now the team hopes to begin building homes in
December, explained Ernest Myers, one of the two Southern Baptist representatives
who made the trip to India.
"We're identifying villages that need help the most," said Myers, who often
was struck by the appearance of normal dally life while touring the area.
"The harvest was in the field and it was lush," he said. "The only thing that
let you know something was wrong was the (heavy) traffic on the road. But when we
turned off the road and into a village, immediately we were confronted with the
devastation, We drove into a village that had upwards of 60 houses and not one of
the structures was standing.
"Even though we arrived one month to the day after the earthquake hit, there
was still a stench of death in the air."
The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board has set aside $100,000 in relief
funds for the building project. Through October the board has appropriated almost
$7 million for human needs worldwide. The money for India supplements relief
efforts of Hyderabad Baptist Church, a 6,000-membercongregation located south of
the quake area.
- -more--
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Slanners hope to focus the relief workdon one village, or a poor section of
one of the towns affected by the quake. Myers estimates the $100,000 will build
50 to 60 homes protected by steel-reinforced concrete beams and roofs. Most of
the homes will measure approximately 250 square feet.
"In many ways the new houses will look like they did before but with one major
exception - - they will be earthquake-resistant," he said.
Most families displaced by the earthquake are living in relocation camps set
up by India's federal and state governments. Government officials have responded
quickly in setting up temporary shelters, medical clinics and schools, Myers said.
But feelings of dislocation and fear remain high in the camps.
"One man was quoted in the Bombay papers as saying, 'Even when a heavy truck
goes by, we scramble out of our beds and run out of the dwelling we are in because
we think another earthquake is coming,'" Myers related.
To encourage people to return to their villages, the Indian government has
offered to donate land on which the new Baptist-built homes will stand.
"Some of these people, who have been landless for generations, will for the
very first time become landowners," Myers said.
Myers also plans to survey the selected village for other needs. The Baptist
relief team may help set up a school or a small medical clinic.
"We feel like there will be worthy involvement and opportunity for Southern
Baptist individuals and churches to work through the Foreign Mission Board to
supply the needs of these people," he said. "This would provide an opening into
an area that hasn't had any Christian presence."
- -3o-(BP) photo (horizontal) mailed to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of
Baptist Press. Cutline available on SBCNet Newsroom.

Chinese brothers' paths differ,
but share Christian heritage
By Donald D. Martin & Michael Chute

Baptist Press
11/19/93

JIAYUGUAN, China (BP)--Two brothers, separated for 40 years by China's civil
wars, found that erratic turns of history are no match for the steady hand of God.
Both Zhang En-guang, now 67, and his brother, 61-year-oldChang Chen-kwang,
were dedicated as newborns by their parents to Christian ministry. Yet their
parents never could have plotted the actual course that led each son to his life's
work.
Today Zhang is pastor of the Christian church in Jiayuguan, China. H i s
brother, Chang - - known to many as John C.K. Chang - - is president of the Taiwan
Baptist Theological Seminary and pastor of a Baptist church in Taipei, Taiwan.
"Zhang" and "Chang" are spelling variations of the same family name.
Sixty years ago, Zhang was a 7-year-oldin charge of his baby brother. Each
morning he tied the infant to his back and walked to school through the narrow
streets of Gulang Yu, one of the islands of Xiamen, China.
"When my brother was small, he would not cry if he left his mother or father,
but he would cry and cry if he left me," Zhang recalled.
Often after class, Zhang - - with brother in tow - - joined friends at the beach
to play in the last hours of sunlight. The days were simple. Yet Zhang's island
of childhood memories made little room for the historic events that would tear
China and his family apart.
In 1937, when Zhang was 11, Japan launched a massive invasion of China. That
same year the family moved from Xiamen to Yangzhou, where the boys' father became
pastor of the Nei Di Church. Within a year, Japan controlled most of eastern
China, including Yangzhou.
- -more--
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Japanese ccupation took its t 11 on,the Nei Di church and the Zhang family.
The boys' father depended totally on church offerings to feed his family. But '
members had little to give. The boys often ate breakfast not knowing if th y
would have another meal that day.
When the war in the Pacific ended in 1945, Zhang and Chang left home for
Shandong province to pursue their educations. Zhang enrolled in North China
Baptist Seminary to study for the pastorate. Chang entered high school.
But peace eluded China. With the Japanese threat gone, Chiang Kai-shek's
Kuomintang (Nationalist) forces and Mao Tse-tung's communist Red Army locked in a
showdown that World War I1 had only delayed. As the armies battled for control of
China, Zhang and Chang saw their own plans veer off course.
A year after Chang enrolled in high school, the students and faculty fled to
Shanghai ahead of the advancing Red Army. There the 15-year-oldChang joined the
Nationalist youth army and prepared to defend the city.
Meanwhile, his older brother joined the Nationalists' Air Force meteorology
school. In light of China's civil war, Zhang believed it was impossible to study
for the pastorate. Instead, he moved to China's remote interior, where he worked
as a civilian in the Air Force.
On the coast, communist forces by 1949 had pushed the Nationalist army to port
cities where ships ferried beleaguered troops to Taiwan. Along with thousands of
other Chinese, the teen-age Chang boarded one of the last ships Erom Shanghai,
leaving behind his family and changing his life forever. Like most Chinese
mainlanders on Taiwan, Chang wouldn't see his homeland or family again for 40
years.
Unlike his younger brother, Zhang had run toward the advancing Red Army.
While working with the Nationalists in Urumqi, he felt God calling him back to
seminary.
"Once there in Urumqi, I saw the (desperate) conditions of the people, and I
knew God allowed me to see this because he was calling me to this work," he said.
.During a transfer Erom Urumqi to a post in Hami, Zhang deserted the
Nationalists, going instead to Lanzhou, where he entered the seminary. Less than
three weeks after he arrived, Nationalist forces and the Red Army began fighting
for control of the city.
When the communists took the city, Zhang, along with many residents, breathed
a sigh of relief. Lanzhou had escaped destruction and widespread casualties. For
Zhang, the city's change of hands wiped his slate clean - - he was no longer a
deserter of the ruling government.
Feelings of relief were short-lived. A few days later Zhang learned his
brother had gone to Taiwan. He would not see Chang again for nearly four decades.
Although the conflict severed contact, the brothers believe God led both into
vital ministries.
The following years in China were tumultuous; Zhang's course was filled with
obstacles. During the 1950s he was forced to work as a laborer in the countryside
for three years after being denounced as a "rightist." During the ruinous
Cultural Revolution beginning in 1966, he was again forced into hard labor - - this
time in coal mines.
"At the time I did not think about what the experience meant. But later I saw
that God was molding me, teaching me patience and smoothing my personality," he
said.
Today, Zhang has returned to the northwest, where he first felt God's call
during the civil war. For the past eight years he has worked along the Silk Road,
an ancient trade route, helping start churches in remote Gansu province. He is
one of a few trained Christian leaders working in an area larger than the state of
Washington.
"Life is very difficult up here," he admitted. "If I had chosen, I would have
gone to an easier place, but this place is God's will for me."
- -more- -
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.In Taiwan, meanwhile, broth r Chang began without money or family. Yet he
managed to finish college and enter Taiwan Baptist Theological Seminary, started
in 1952 by Southern Baptist missionaries. He joined the faculty in 1962 in the
music department, then b came dean of studies.
He earned a master of theology degree in Taiwan's branch of the Asian Baptist
Theological Seminary, then master of church music and doctor of music arts degrees
at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.
In 1981, Chang became president of the Taiwan seminary and pastor of Hwai Ning
Street Church.
But Chang's family in China knew little of his accomplishments. Since 1949
people in Taiwan and China had had almost no contact because of differences
between the two political systems. Then, in 1987, Taiwan repealed its 38-year ban
on visits to mainland China.
Three years later, Chang and Zhang finally reunited.
Zhang detected no change in the first glimpse of his brother - - he had the
same eyes and easy smile. But as Chang walked closer, Zhang was surprised to find
that his "little" brother was now half a head taller than he.
They stood face to face, and a thousand questions raced through each man's
mind. But as they talked in a hotel in Lanzhou, China, the need for answering old
questions slipped away.
Zhang considered telling his brother about his years of hardship in the
countryside as punishment during China's political campaigns. But the words never
came.
"I did not want to tell him these secrets about my life ... these sad things,"
Zhang said. "When we saw each other, our affection was there, as it has always
been. I did not want to live in the past.
"No matter what difficulties I have had, God's grace was sufficient for me.
Now I have this work to do and it's important to me. This, too, is God's grace
and it is suffl~ient.'~

--=jo--

Adapted from the 0ct.-Nov. issue of The Commission, the magazine of the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board. (BP) photos (two horizontal) mailed to state
Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of Baptist Press. Cutlines available on
SBCNet Newsroom.
Kentucky Baptists v o t e 477-438
to derail BJC funding plan

By Mark Wingfield

Baptist Press
11/19/93

ELIZABETHTOWN, Ky. (BP)--By a 39-vote margin, the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs lost funding from the Kentucky Baptist Convention Nov. 17.
Messengers to this year's annual meeting narrowly reversed an action which
passed with a 63 percent favorable vote only two years earlier.
The 1991 convention had instructed the KBC executive board to "find a way to
provide funds" for the BJC. The vote in 1991 was 331-195 in favor of funding the
committee.
However, the 1991 decision to fund the Washington-based religious liberty
agency stirred the ire of conservatives, who successfully fought to get the joint
committee defunded by the Southern Baptist Convention in 1990. Kentucky Baptists
had funded the BJC through the SBC's Cooperative Program unified budget until that
time. The intent of the
KBC's 1991 action, supporters said, was to give the BJC an amount equal to what
Kentucky had sent to the agency through the Cooperative Program in the past.
Last November, the KBC executive board acted on the 1991 motion by
establishing a $200,000 investment fund to benefit the BJC. The fund was to be
established with unused year-end money from the executive board over a two-year
period. It would have paid the committee about $17,000 in interest annually.
- -more--
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Last December, the executive board appropriated $98,000 in year-end money-to
the BJC fund, However, no interest payments have been made to th agency, said
Barry Allen, KBC business division dir ctor.
What to do wl.th the $98,000 and any accrued interest will be decided by the
executive board when it meets Dec. 13-14,Allen said.
BJC opponents attempted to stop the KBC funding last year but failed. A
motion to rescind the 1991 decision to provide funds barely garnered a simple
majority vote but not the two-thirds vote required for passage. A two-thirds vote
was required last year because the motion to rescind had not been announced in
advance of the meeting.
This year's successful vote to rescind the funding required only a simple
majority vote because the intent to present the motion was announced during last
year's meeting.
The motion to rescind funding was brought'byMike Routt, pastor of Eastern
Gate Baptist Church in Shepherdsville and a conservative activist in the state.
Conservatives who oppose the BJC do not oppose the separation of church and
state, Routt said, but oppose the strict separation espoused by the agency. He
said the committee's executive director, James Dunn, espouses a strict view of
separation which is "the most extreme and dangerous view."
Routt quoted Dunn as saying he favors a secular state which will be neutral
toward religion. But Routt questioned whether a secular state could be neutral.
" A secular state is not neutral to religion. It i s hostile," he said,
citing a list of examples to support his point.
Routt also criticized the BJC for its position on the Supreme Court decision
in Lee v. Weisman. The BJC sided with the court's ruling that school-sponsored
prayers at public school commencement ceremonies are unconstitutional.
"It is absolutely unbelievable" that Kentucky Baptists would support an
organization opposed to commencement prayers and other forms of school prayer,
Routt said.
But Bill Crosby, pastor of Erlanger (Ky.) Baptist Church, told messengers
he's not worried about school prayer.
"I'm more concerned that they not stop giving tests," he said. "For as long
as they give tests, there will be prayer in public schools."
Crosby, who serves on the BJC's board, rebuffed criticisms that the
committee's philosophies are linked to a moral decline in America.
America's problem is not the BJC, he said, but sin.
Crosby cited a list of ways the BJC has helped Baptists, including saving
the Foreign Mission Board "$1 million a year" and leading the coalition which
gained congressional approval of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act.
Messengers should not amend the funding plan, Crosby said, because the
convention already has acted to create a middle road between friends and foes of
the BJC. "We've already compromised," Crosby said. "Let's leave it alone,"
Jeff Wise, a member of Buechel Park Baptist Church in Louisville, said he
spoke as a supporter of the BJC but as one who favored rescinding the funding.
"Every church and every individual in the Kentucky Baptist Convention has
the right and opportunity to support the Baptist Joint Committee," he said.
"However, because it has become such a divisive issue in our convention, it would
be better to rescind the action to support the committee with convention funds."
The same sentiment was expressed by Bill Messer, pastor of First Baptist
Church in Ashland. Messer noted he was the one who made the motion to fund the
BJC in 1991.
"The intention of my motion was to promote fellowship, to provide healing,"
he said. "But the very opposite has happened."
Messer said he was convinced the best option was to "lay it to rest and get
on" with the convention's business.
Mark Boes, pastor of Cecilia (Ky.) Baptist Church, noted that while some
Kentucky Baptists oppose the BJC, others equally oppose the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commission, which still gets Cooperative Program support.
- -more--
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- "The issue is n t . . . one of being pleased with the job both ar doing,'I he
said, but of reconciliation.
Boes said keeping funding for both the B J C and the CLC would create a
win-win situation instead of a win-lose situation.
Paul Fields of Middle Creek Baptist Church in Hodgenville argued the KBC
couldn't afford to fund the BJC because money isn't available to do other vital
ministries. Funding both the CLC and BJC is a duplication of effort, he said.
Don Embry, pastor of Airline Baptist Church in Henderson, said Kentucky
Baptists shouldn't fund the BJC because Dunn, the executive director, is too
liberal. He cited a long list of accusations against Dunn.
KBC President Charles Stewart called for a standing vote to be taken. The
vote was 477 in favor of rescinding funding, 438 against.
Two messengers immediately challenged the accuracy of the standing count on
such a close vote. One called for a ballot vote to confirm the results, but
Stewart ruled the request out of order.
Brent Walker, BJC general counsel, said it was an "ironic twist of fate" the
KBC voted to defund the agency only one day after President Clinton signed into
law the Religious Freedom Restoration Act.
"The Baptist Joint Committee was at the forefront of the 68-member coalition
that secured (RFRA's) passage," Walker said. "It was a happy day for all lovers
of liberty.
"Our celebration was interrupted by disappointment when we learned the next
day that the Kentucky Baptist Convention had voted narrowly to defund the Baptist:
Joint Committee. ... On the heels of victory came rebuke, not praise."
- -30-EDITORS' NOTE: Other news from the Kentucky Baptist Convention annual meeting
will be posted by (BP) 11/22/93.
Kentucky convention elects
moderate-backed president

Baptist Press
By Mark Wingfield

11/19/93

ELIZABETHTOWN, Ky. (BP)--Bob Browning was elected president of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention during the annual meeting at Severns Valley Baptist Church in
Elizabethtown Nov. 16.
Browning, pastor of First Baptist Church in Somerset, defeated Don Short, a
vocational evangelist and member of Briensburg Baptist Church in Benton by a
968-821, or 54-46 percent, vote.
Also elected to office were Bob DeFoor, pastor of Harrodsburg Baptist Church
in Harrodsburg, first vice president; Ken Bolin, pastor of First Baptist Church in
Manchester, second vice president; and Wilma Simmons, a member of Ekron (Ky.)
Baptist Church, secretary.
Although neither presidential candidate identified himself politically,
Browning largely was supported by Baptist moderates and Short largely was
supported by Baptist conservatives.
Charles Stewart, a conservative-backed candidate, won the presidency last
year, upsetting a line of mostly moderate leadership in the state. Although
supported by avowed conservatives, neither Stewart nor Short claimed to be the
conservative candidate.
Likewise, although strongly supported by moderates, Browning does not describe
himself as a moderate but as a "denominational loyalist."
Browning's church gives 27 percent of undesignated receipts to the Cooperative
Program, the unified budget of the Kentucky Baptist Convention and Southern
Baptist Convention.
Browning's church does not give money to the moderate-backed Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship, but the new president: is perceived by moderates as someone who
will not oppose other Kentucky churches who do support the CBF.
- -more--
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Browning pledged to serve all Kentucky Baptists, to be fair and to pray over
every d cision and appointment he must make,
Willis Henson, pastor of Lone Oak First Baptist Church in Paducah who
nominated Browning, cited Browning's leadership as president of the Kentucky
Baptist Pastors' Conference last year, saying he "selected pastors from all views"
to speak on the program.
DeFoor was elected first vice president running against Gary Frizzell, pastor
of Unity Baptist Church in Ashland. The vote was 856-697,or 55-45 percent.
DeFoor largely was supported by moderates and Frizzell largely by conservatives.
Bolin was elected second vice president running against Gerald Sharon, pastor
of Highland Hills Baptist Church in Fort Thomas. The vote was 476-437, or 52-48
percent.
Bolin largely was supported by consematives and Sharon largely by moderates.
Simmons and Williams were re-elected to their posts by acclamation.
--3O-Louisiana Baptists draw
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record convention crowd

11/19/93

PINEVILLE, La. (BP)--The Louisiana Baptist Convention drew a record messenger
attendance and faced a conservative-moderate choice during its annual meeting Nov.
15-16 in Pineville.
A record 2,537 messengers registered for the convention, topping the previous
record of 2,155 in 1991. The 1993 and 1991 totals mark the only times in the
convention's history messengers have topped 2,000.
In the election of convention president, Mark Sutton, pastor of Brookwood
Baptist Church in Shreveport, received 53.4 percent, or 1,301 votes, over David
Hankins, pastor of Trinity Baptist Church in Lake Charles, with 1,130 votes, or
42.4 percent.
"The issue in the election focused on whether Louisiana needed the kind of
course correction seen in the Southern Baptist Convention," reported Lacy
Thompson, associate editor of the Baptist Message state newsjournal.
"The election was a battle of endorsements for weeks prior to the convention,"
Thompson continued in a report filed with Baptist Press. "Hankins was supported
by a committee that called itself Louisiana Baptists for David Hankins. The group
mailed out a full-color brochure prior to the convention that said, 'David is also
pro-Southern Baptist, looking with optimism at the course of the national
convention and wanting to help Louisiana Baptists move forward in the same
direction.'" Hankins, a member of the Southern Baptist Convention Executive
Committee, was the group's 1991-93 chairman.
"Sutton was supported by a group called Friends of Louisiana College,"
Thompson recounted. "The group produced several newsletters in which Sutton and
others argued Louisiana did not need the same kind of controversy the Southern
Baptist Convention had experienced."
Various letters of support also were mailed across the state in support of the
nominees.
In the election for first vice president, Eddie Simmons, pastor of Sale Street
Baptist Church in Lake Charles and supported by Friends of Louisiana College,
topped Jimmie Hefner, pastor of Ford Park Baptist Church in Shreveport, by a 747402, or 65-35 percent, vote.
Randy Davis, pastor of Trinity Baptist Church in Hammond, was elected second
vice president by acclamation.
Also concerning Louisiana College, Roy Pitchford, pastor of First Baptist
Church in Spearsville, sought to replace five trustee nominations to the Baptist
college, but messengers on a voice vote overwhelmingly turned down the motion.
- -more--
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. Messengers adopted a $17.6 million 1994 budget, up 2 percent, or $350,000 from
1993. The convention will f rward 35 percent, down from 35.25 this year, to the
Southern Baptist Convention Cooperative Program for national and international
ministries.
However, the budget is different as well. For the last several years, the
state convention budget included an Itoffthe top" line item for ministers'
annuity. Percentages were figured after that item was taken off the top. In
1994, the noff the topt1item has been moved into the overall budget under
"convention programs," and percentages will be figured based on all receipts.
Resolutions adopted by the convention:
- - urged every association and church in the convention "to establish a Moral
and Social Concerns Committee or at least designate a contact person."
- - opposed legislation to change licensing of child-care facilities, citing
religious freedom and parental rights grounds. Louisiana currently has two sets
of licensing standards, one for facilities receiving public funds and another for
those that do not. Critics of the latter set described it as less strict and
allowing for corporal punishment. There have been unsuccessful moves in the last
two legislative sessions for one set of standards. The resolution also calls on
pastors to continue to urge parents to follow biblical principles of childrearing.
- - expressed concern Louisiana has been termed "the murder capital of the
nationn based on murders per capita. The resolution voices willingness of
Louisiana Baptist leaders to join an a cooperative effort to study and address the
problem.
- - opposed the Freedom of Choice Act or any law to invalidate laws limiting
abortions or abortion funding. The resolution was amended from stating that a
majority of Louisiana Baptists "believes that abortion is an immoral act which
destroys human life" to stating that a majority "believes that abortion is an
immoral act of murder which destroys human life."
- - urged continued opposition to legalized riverboat gambling in the state and
calls on legislators to provide local communities with option elections on such
gambling.
The 1994 meeting will be Nov. 14-15 at First Baptist Church in Bossier City.
- -30--

Ala. messengers fight gambling,
refer trustee issue to 1994

By Mark Baggett

Baptist Press
11/19/93

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (BP)--Alabama Baptists re-elected their president, prepared
to fight the campaigns for casino gambling in the state and put off a
controversial trustee provision in the bylaws until next year, as 1,785 convention
messengers met in the 171st annual session Nov. 16-17 in Huntsville.
Dewey Corder, pastor of First Baptist Church of Trussville, was re-elected
president without opposition. His opponent in last year's presidential race, Fred
Lackey, pastor of First Baptist: Church in Athens, was elected first vice
president, also by acclamation. In the race for second vice president, Jeff
Noblitt, pastor of First Baptist Church in Muscle Shoals, defeated layman Bob
Smith of the Mountain Brook Church in Birmingham.
In response to three attempts to pass slot machine legislation during the 1993
regular session of the Alabama Legislature, messengers heard several speakers,
including Dan Ireland, executive director of the Alabama Citizens Action Program,
denounce casino gambling and its lobbying efforts. Ireland predicted "an all-out
effort" will be made by the gambling industry to pass a casino bill in 1994.
"The only leverage we have in Montgomery is the leverage you provide by
getting your legislator on your home turf and getting a commitment out of them
that they will stand for Bible-based morality," Ireland said. "If 1,065,000
Baptists get together and express their personal conviction that gambling is
wrong, we could have an impact."
.--more--
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Messengers unanimously passed a position gtatement in opposition to gambling,
encouraging church memb rs "to be involved in the political process of our state
by contacting their state legislators and asking them to vote against expanding
legalized gambling in Alabama. "
In other convention action, messengers approved a first reading of a new set
of convention bylaws, proposed by a bylaws review committee that has been studying
the issue since 1985. The new bylaws were designed to address questions of legal
liability by clarifying the relationship of the state convention and its entities,
acc rding to committee chairman Earl Potts, a former executive secretary-treasurer
of the convention.
However, the convention voted to refer a portion of the new bylaws - - dealing
with trustee representation on boards - - to a committee for further consideration.
The bylaws review committee had proposed following longstanding convention
policy, which does not limit the number of trustees from a single church on a
convention board.
But in a state board of missions meeting just prior to the convention meeting,
Steve Gaines, pastor of First Baptist Church in Gardendale, complained the trustee
boards of the three institutions of higher learning - - Judson College, Samford
University and the University of Mobile - - were each dominated by two or three
local churches, and that there were too few pastors on the boards.
He moved the bylaws be amended to limit the number of trustees on a convention
board to no more than two trustees from a single church. The amendment passed by
a 38-37 vote, but the motion to impose no more than a two-thirds/one-thirdbalance
between either clergy and laypersons failed by a 39-34 vote.
After a debate on the convention floor, messengers voted to approve the rest
of the bylaws, but referred the two paragraphs dealing with trustees to a
committee to be appointed by Corder. The study committee is to report at: the 1994
convention.
In other news, University of Mobile President Michael Magnoli announced the
dedication of its new campus in San Marcos, Nicaragua, which is Central America's
only fully accredited, four-year,U.S.-based university, Currently, 96 students
are enrolled and another 60 are expected to enroll in January. University
officials predict enrollment will reach 600 within four years.
Nicaraguan President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro spoke at dedication
ceremonies on Nov. 4 in San Marcos.
However, a subcommittee was appointed by the executive committee of the state
board of missions to study the new venture because of its "unprecedented nature"
and because of "its implications for the bylaws" of the state convention. Also,
the convention bulletin noted the new endeavor had not been approved by the state
convention and the convention has no financial obligations to the Nicaraguan
campus.
In separate reports concerning the Alabama Baptist Retirement Centers, the new
board chairman and interim director praised the "spirit of cooperation" between
the state convention and the ABRC. Last year, the ABRC issue dominated the
convention, and the ABRC board of directors resigned amid allegations that ABRC
had violated convention bylaws by incurring indebtedness without convention
approval.
But interim director William Austin said the changes had resulted in increased
staff morale, in savings in administrative salaries and in new programs designed
to restore confidence in the agency. Austin presented a clock to Executive
Secretary-Treasurer Troy Morrison in appreciation for Morrison's support for the
new ABRC leadership.
Messengers adopted a 1994 Cooperative Program budget of $28,885,000, the same
as last year, to be distributed 42.3 percent to Southern Baptist Convention causes
and 57.7 percent to Alabama Baptist mission causes, the same percentages as last
year.
- -more- -
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Resolutions approved with little or no opposition included a call for
messengers to confess "the finality of Jesus Christ as the sole and sufficient
Savior;" encouragement to Alabama Baptists to incr ase their Cooperative Program
gifts for world evangelization; and urging messengers to "uplift: in prayer" the
public school system and its personnel.
A last resolution memorialized John F. Loftis, the executive director of the
Alabama Baptist Historical Commission who died with his daughter in an Oct. 30
auto accident. Messengers also approved a motion from the state board of missions
to dedicate the convention annual to Loftis.
The Tuesday evening session featured a dramatic presentation, "Hope," and
message by Foreign Mission Board President Jerry Rankin interpreting the
convention theme, "Serve in Christ's Spirit." The program also celebrated the
state convention's partnership with Hawaii and Korea.
The 1994 convention meeting will be Nov. 15-16 at Dauphin Way Baptist Church
in Mobile.
--3o--

New England convention
marks 10th anniversary

Baptist Press
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By Anne Currin

MARLBOROUGH, Mass. (BP)--New England Southern Baptists celebrated 10 years as
a convention Nov. 11-12,with 277 and 110 visitors gathering for the annual
meeting in Marlborough, Mass.
Messengers elected Mary Beth Caffey of Auburn, Maine, convention president.
She has been the convention's first vice president the last two years and is
church development director for the Maine Baptist Association. Caffey has
ministered the past nine years as a bivocational Mission Service Gorp volunteer.
Other officers elected were: first vice president, Richard Wright, pastor of
Faith Baptist Church in Warwick, R.I.; second vice president, Sandra Williams,
church development director for Western Connecticut Baptist Association and a
Mission Service Corps volunteer from Vernon, Conn.; historian, Celia Perry,
layperson from Rockland, Maine; clerk, Teresa Ambra, layperson from Worcester,
Mass.; parliamentarian, George Ellis, pastor of Nashua (N.H.) Baptist Church.
The 1994 budget of $2,428,645represents a 9 percent increase over last year's
budget. Of that total, New England Baptists are budgeted to give $528,000 through
Cooperative Program gifts." According to convention accountant John Ambra, "1993
actual CP receipts will be close to $550,000 and we anticipate a 3-5 percent
increase for 1994. We have changed over to actual receipts budgeting for 1994,
however, and are using 1992 receipts as a conservative planning base."
The convention budget reflects an SBC Cooperative Program allocation of 21
percent, the same as last year. Total CP giving has increased each year of the
convention's existence.
History was made with unanimous approval of a constitutional amendment
establishing the Baptist Foundation of New England. The purpose of the foundation
is to advance Christian work in New England and around the world by inspiring and
discipling Christians to become lifelong stewards; acknowledging and managing, in
a professional manner, funds given in trust and receiving requests and channeling
funds to Christian benevolent, charitable, educational and missionary causes.
Following unanimous approval of the foundation, nine trustees were elected to
guide the new organization on behalf of the convention.
Another constitutional change makes it possible for all churches affiliated
with the Baptist Convention of New England to have full messenger participation in
the state convention by giving to convention causes, including the state mission
-offering as well as the Cooperative Prm----------Durin~hh-c-k.std - m i n g since becoming executive director, Ken Lyle
gave-messengers a synopsis of his first seven months in New England as well as
seed thoughts of his vision for the future.
, - -more--*
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Lyle also announced the convention will receive, by Jan. 1, a gift of $370,000
to undergird the ministry of the conv ntion. The same donor will contribute
$900,000 to the Northeastern Baptist School of Ministry.
During the convention, several resolutions were adopted by the messengers to:
- - affirm the finality of Jesus Christ as sole and sufficient Savior.
- - affirm prayer as a priority.
- - challenge to overcome racism and seek repentance.
The Baptist Convention held its first missions banquet, with the evening
highlighting the past, present and future of the 10-year-oldconvention.
A t the formation of the convention, there were 114 churches and missions;
presently there are 193. In the last 10 years, three additional associations have
been formed: Quebec, New Hampshire and Maine.
Former director of church development and historian Edith Lawrence reflected
on the early daya in New England as churches were being planted and Southern
Baptists were few. Laughter rang as "family storiesn were told on many of the
longtimews in New England.
Wendell Belew, retired Home Mission Board official, talked of his first
experience in a nrotaryn and the five-cents-a-milegas allotment he received for
travel. One story related a road trip from Portsmouth, N.H., to New York City for
an "M" Night meeting in the 1960s. The drive home became a challenge when he
encounter a snowstorm. He continued to drive on through the night so the
laypersons with him could make it to work on time.
Belew also recounted several strategies to build the convention that were
tried but failed, voicing a realistic picture of the New England venture.
The 1994 annual meeting will be Nov. 10-11 at Screven Memorial Baptist Church
in Portsmouth, N.H.
- -30-Polly House contributed to this story.

Court's action may hinder
non-church religious schools

By Tom Strode

Baptist Press
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WASHINGTON (BP)--The Supreme Court's recent refusal to accept a case from
Hawaii may present problems for religious schools not affiliated directly with a
church or denomination.
The court refused to grant a hearing to an appeal by Kamehameha Schools of a
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals decision finding the Protestant-related institution
does not qualify for an exemption from the rules of the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission. The court of appeals ruled Congress assumed "only those
institutions with extremely close ties to organized religion would be covered."
The Ninth Circuit's opinion reversed a district court ruling which said
Kamehameha has a "religious purpose and charactern and is able to discriminat on
the basis of religion in its hiring of teachers.
The case began in 1989 when a non-Protestant filed a discrimination charge
with the EEOC against Kamehameha because its policies required hiring only
Protestant teachers. Though the EEOC had rejected such a challenge in 1979, it
ruled against the school this time.
Throughout its 100-plus-yearhistory, Kamehameha, which has elementary and
secondary schools, has required not only teachers but all trustees be Protestants.
The school and Bishop Memorial Church have the same trustees, but the church does
not own the school. The school has mandatory devotional services as well as
prayers and religious education requirements.
"Many religious schools operate independently of a single church or
denomination," said Michael Whitehead, general counsel of the Southern Baptist
"The lower court rule erases the exemption for such
Christian Lffe--ission.
a e m ~ h o o l ' management
s
and curriculum
schools and entangles judges
o
u
i t h lk ~case
- ~
--and
-___ is 'religious1 enough. We regret the Supreme ~
correct this unworkable rule."
--more--.
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The Christian Life Commission sign d into a friend-of-the-courtbrief by th
Christian Legal Society asking the Supreme Court to hear the case and arguing
religious schools should be free to fulfill their mission by practicing hiring
based on religion. The brief also said th Ninth Circuit err d in narrowly
interpreting congressional action.
Also signing onto the brief were the National Association of Evangelicals,
Christian College Coalition, Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights,
Episcopal Church in Hawaii, University of Notre Dame and Valparaiso University.
The case was Kamehameha Schools/Bishop Estate v. EEOC. The court's
announcement was made Nov. 8.
--3o--

Baptists f a c e leadership crisis,
Sunday School Board leaders say
By Chip Alford
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NASHVILLE (BP)--The evangelical world, and Southern Baptists in particular,
are facing a crisis in leadership, two Baptist Sunday School Board leaders said
Nov. 18.
"We're in a deadly spiritual warfare over leadership," BSSB President James T.
Draper Jr., told state convention leaders gathered in Nashville for annual church
administration planning meetings. "And if Satan can get the leaders of the
church, he has taken a giant step toward destroying the ministry of the church."
The attack "knows no theological favorites," Draper said, adding conservatives
and moderates alike are suffering from the assault. Based on reports from
denominational and state convention leaders, he said it is possible "up to 30
percent of our ministers are either burned out or ready to bail out."
Joe Stacker, director of the board's church leadership department, agreed. In
remarks before the same audience he cited several signs of the problem:
- - A majority of Southern Baptist churches are plateaued or declining.
- - Approximately 116 SBC church staff members are fired each month - - 1,400 a
year.
- - Individuals and churches as a whole are suffering from a lack of vision and
vitality.
- - Staff members have no sense of vocational calling.
- - Ministers are unwilling to accept their responsibility for the church.
- - Congregations are failing to understand their role in the world as defined
by the New Testament.
What's the root of the problem?
"Maybe one of the reasons Satan is having a heyday with pastors is that: we've
created a system where leaders have no accountability," Draper said. "True
leadership is given by God. There is no such thing as leadership that is not
accountable to (him). I*
Baptists must get back to helping people understand what leadership is, Draper
said. It isn't power, prestige, glamour or control, but servanthood, he said.
"The ones who will lead us in the 21st century will be the servant leaders,"
he said, adding "responsible" might be a better adjective for leadership than
"authoritative."
"All leaders are under God's authority," he said.
Stacker encouraged a refocusing on Jesus Christ as the believers' model for
true leadership.
"No matter what we say about our Lord and Savior, he was the world's greatest
leader," Stacker said. "He knew what to do in any situation. In Matthew 5, he is
the teacher, gentle and firm. In Matthew 11 and 23, he is direct and forceful and
showed anger. He knew you don't care for a baby the same way you handle a wild
animal. Yet both should be approached in love and understanding."
Like Jesus, Stacker said, all leaders should possess a high sense of purpose,
a vision for the world, a practice of love and a workable plan.
To show a Christ-like purpose, Stacker said leaders should:
. --more--
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Keep an eye on the needs of the world.'

- - Keep a sharp focus of purpose before the ministry and missions education
organizati ns in the church.
- - Use outside influencers to challenge church members at least twice a year.
- - Preach the Bible as if it were a letter received from God today.
- - Preach God's Word carefully, not just a personal interpretation of it.
- - Enjoy the church council and committee process and let the church enjoy its
own purpose in Christ.
- - Affirm publicly in print and in person those who lead and serye well.
- - Value others' opinions and really listen.
- - Refrain from letting their personal lifestyle endanger the church's purpose
in Christ.
Draper said the Sunday School Board is committed to providing leadership helps
to pastors and other church staff members, as well as leading the church to show
compassion to those who have fallen.
"I don't have all the answers but I believe the Bible does," Draper said.
"W 've just got to find a way to share them in today's w ~ r l d . ~
- - 30- Management consultant shares
tips for 21st century leaders

By Chip Alford
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NASHVILLE (BP)--Tired of succeeding in ministry?
Fed up with achieving goals and making a difference?
Well, relax. Van Oliphant has eight sure-fire ways to guarantee failure in
your job:
1) Develop a know-it-allattitude.
2) Refuse to recognize the principle of delegation.
3) Disregard the need to cultivate peer relationships.
4) Submerge yourself in details and trivia.
5) Procrastinate in making decisions.
6) Forget to balance the emphasis on production and people.
7) Refuse to share the credit for success.
8) Place the blame for failure on subordinates.
No, Oliphant, distinguished service professor of management at Memphis (Tenn.)
State University, isn't really trying to discourage effective ministry. He's
merely making a point.
The international management consultant tired of having conference-goers lose
interest in his speeches on successful leadership, so he "re-packaged"his
information and got their attention.
"Everybody that comes to my conferences always copies those eight points down
now," he said.
Oliphant made the remarks during a Nov. 18 address to state convention leaders
attending annual church administration planning meetings in Nashville. Speaking
on the topic, "Leadership for the 21st Century," he said competent leaders in the
coming decades will have four things in common: flexibility, adaptability, the
ability to anticipate changes and respond to them.
"Your old solutions will not work in a new paradigm," he said. "You've got to
make adjustments. ... Society is going to move along whether you do or not."
Future leaders also must: have a high "frustration tolerance;" develop
credibility; earn respect; keep egos under control; and learn the difference
betw en efficiency and effectiveness, he said.
"Doing the right things is efficiency. Doing the right things right is
effectiveness," Oliphant explained. "You've got to take it to that second level."
An important fact to keep in mind, he said, is typically "20 percent of all
your activity results in 80 percent of your results. Be sure you're working with
that 20 percent. If you mess around with the 80 percent, you're only 20 percent
effective."
- -more- :
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Learning to communicate also is 'an esstential leadership skill, Oliphant said,
adding: "You'd better be sure the audience you ar talking to is cognizant of the
terminology you are using. Don't become too enamored with the buzz words of the
time.
He concluded his remarks with a "short course in human relations," sharing
several phrases every leader should know:
- - The six most important words: "I admit I made a mistake."
- - The five most important words: nYou did a good job."
- - The four most important words: "What is your opinion?"
- - The three most important words: "If you please."
- - The two most important words: "Thank you."
- - The most important word: "We."
- - The least important word: "I."
The annual church administration planning meetings for state convention
leaders are sponsored by the Baptist Sunday School Board's church leadership
department.
--3o--

'Bivocational' church
gets 'full-time* results

By Bob E. &thews
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MUSKOGEE, Okla. (BP)--0ldham Memorial Baptist Church's roots date
to 1925 when Muskogee, Okla., doctor I.B. Oldham, a member of the town's First
Baptist Church, started a boys' Sunday school class at the Oak Grove School four
miles out in the country.
Adults soon responded. Preaching services were added. First Baptist assumed
sponsorship. And in 1955 Oldham Memorial was formally organized.
Oldham, who died in 1940, delivered many babies in the Muskogee area. Among
them was Tom Shelton.
That baby became Oldham Memorial's music and youth director from 1967 to 1979,
when Shelton accepted the call to shepherd the small congregation. All the while,
now for 34 years, Shelton has been employed by Anderson Wholesale and is now
director of data processing.
Shelton's first Sunday as pastor saw 33 in Sunday school, mostly children and
preschoolers and a few adults. Since then it has grown to be Oklahoma's largest
bivocational church, posting typical numbers on a recent Sunday, 275 in attendance
with 154 of those being youth.
When Oldham Memorial is described as bivocational, the term extends beyond
Shelton. Music minister Bill Hearn and youth director Glenn Little also hold
full-time secular jobs. Hearn is choral music chairman for Muskogee High School;
Little runs a TV sales and service business.
A fourth staff member, associate pastor Terry Foster, also serves part-time.
As a bivocational pastor, Shelton says the biggest obstacle is lack of
planning time. To help overcome this, he and Hearn meet for breakfast each
Wednesday to plan the coming Sunday's order of service.
In the 14 years Shelton has been pastor, the church has baptized 615 converts
and is usually at the top of Muskogee Baptist Association churches in baptisms.
Twenty-nine people were baptized the past year.
"Sunday school is the key to growth here," Shelton explained. "We have to get
our ministry down to small units and the Sunday school has to minister as well as
teach the Bible. We also depend heavily on lay involvement and have an active
family ministry carried on by deacons and yokemen."
Even with bivocational leadership, Oldham Memorial is opening a new $437,000
building - - its second major building project. The high-ceiling, 9,000-squarefoot auditorium will seat 464 people, 100 more when a balcony is opened, and is
huge compared to the current auditorium with its 250 seats. Future use of the old
unit is yet to be determined.
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Asked about his weekly schedule, Shelton tells of working 40 hours a week for
-.
,
th wholesale company while his "church workn varies week by week but often
matches his secular job in time.
The other biv cati nal staff members have to make adjustments also. Hearn has
choir rehearsal from 4 : 3 0 to 6 p.m. on Sundays and Wednesdays from 8 to 9 p.m. He
also produces the church's bulletins.
"A part of my ministry is to support the pastor and be a sounding board for
him," Hearn added. Meanwhile, Little's wife, Susie, assists him in the youth
ministry which regularly attracts 50 or more young people.

- -30- -
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Don McGregor expected
to recover from stroke

JACKSON, Miss. (BP)--Don McGregor, editor emeritus of the Mississippi Baptist
Record, has shown only slight improvement following a stroke Nov. 13. Doctors
have not determined the cause of the attack, which affected his speech and
paralyzed his right arm. Doctors do expect McGregor to fully recover.
McGregor was eating in a Jackson, Miss.,-area restaurant when he became ill.
Emergency vehicles rushed him to Rankin County Medical Center in Brandon, Miss.
He was later moved to St. Dominic Hospital in Jackson for further tests and speech
therapy.
McGregor was editor of The Baptist Record from 1976 until his retirement in
1990 and now serves as executive director of Associated Baptist Press. Earlier,
he had served on the staff of state Baptist newspapers in Texas and California.
He also has been president of the Southern Baptist Press Association.

--=Jo--

.z

(BP)

BAPTIST PRESS
901 Commerce X750
Nashville, TN 37203

Southern B a p t i s t Library and
Archives

