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LIBERIA - -  Civil war, brutality ravaged Liberia's soul; photos. 
IVORY COAST - -  Liberian refugees take the gospel with them; photos. 
IVORY COAST - -  Liberian believers survive war, 25 months in the bush; photos. 
WASHINGTON - -  Clinton signs RFRA, reverses Smith decision. 
WASHINGTON - -  Clinton rebuke on child porn unsatisfactory, critics say. 
MISSOURI - -  Southern Baptists examining environmental involvement. 
ARKANSAS - -  Arkansas Baptist messengers endorse European partnership. 
MICHIGAN - -  Michigan Baptists begin search for Robert Wilson's successor. 
NEW MEXICO - -  N.M. native John Loudat named state paper editor. 
NEW MEXICO - -  N.M. Baptists approve endowment campaign. 
ARIZONA - -  Arizona Baptists approve 8% hike in 1994 CP budget. 
TENNESSEE - -  Adrian Rogers receives Liberty Bowl Award; photo. 
KENTUCKY - -  Americans don't connect faith, finances, he says. 
TEXAS - -  Author says child abuse to take societal toll; photos. ' 

EDITORS' NOTE: Africa correspondent Craig Bird and photographer Charles Ledford 
recently visited Liberia in west Africa, a nation still struggling to end years of 
civil war and the human cruelty and suffering it unleashed. Fourteen Southern 
Baptist missionaries are working to heal some of the hurt. 

Civil war, brutality 
ravaged Liberia's soul By Craig Bird 

Baptist Press 
11/16/93 

MONROVIA, Liberia (BP)--The geography, the climate, the culture and the 
languages of Liberia have not changed. But the soul of the nation has mutated. 

The word "evil" slips in and out of conversations as people try to understand 
and explain what has happened to them. 

Evil is tiot just a disembodied adjective or abstract noun in Liberia. It's 
the only word to label the civil war that produced mass graves, murdered nuns, 
mutilations and unspeakable atrocities throughout a country where people used to 
say, "What happens in other parts of Africa could never happen here." 

"We're working in a different country just as surely as if we had transferred 
someplace else in the world instdad of staying here," explained Southern Baptist 
missionary Bradley Brown. 

"We do trauma counseling with child soldiers who say, 'I haven't killed anyone 
today, and I don't feel good.'" 

Even memory has become poisonous, according to Liberian Baptist leader A. 
Moses Roulhac. 

"I saw things and felt things I can't talk about," he recalled. "At times ... 
I was caught on both sides of the lines and heard people on both sides cheer as 
rockets were fired - -  cheering the killing of their fellow Liberians. How will we 
get over that?" 

Veteran missionary Earl Williams also senses the change. 
, --more-- 
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"Men with guns unleashed something in this country," he said. "We used to 
feel safer here than in the United States and you never, never used to run into 
hatred. " 

Now hatred is everywhere. For many people, the desire for revenge takes 
second place only to the desire for food and shelter. 

"The next war will be the war of acceptance, to be able to see a man who 
slaughtered and raped relatives and friends and still accept him for who he is," 
predicted John Cole, chairman of the Baptist convention's evangelism committee. 

"Baptists and other Christians have to commit themselves to preaching the 
power of the gospel - -  that's the only thing that can change the hearts of people 
who have been hurt. People are just waiting for a little green light so they can 
get revenge. The gospel is the only thing that can change that." 

Cole's "next wart1 already has started, if only in small ways, to bring 
reconciliation before the current fighting even ceases. 

True reconciliation and healing won't come through negotiated settlements. It 
will start in places like: 

- -  Oldest Congotown First Baptist Church, a growing congregation drawing from 
the two primary rival ethnic groups who have learned that "forgive us as we 
forgive others" is not just a pretty phrase in the Lord's Prayer, and where former 
women fighters teach girls about missions. 

- -  Smell-No-Taste, a town near what is left of Roberts International Airport, 
where Baptist: Relief Services provides soap, salt, milk and other supplies to 
desperate and hungry people. 

- -  the Baptist Theological Seminary, meeting in a rented building (troops 
occupy the school's campus) where overworked teachers struggle to train another 
generation of pastors in overcrowded classrooms. 

- -  the Monrovia prison where Baptists minister weekly to prisoners of war (a 
30-voice choir of Christians from the prison specializes in "celebration music"). 

- -  Providence-33aptfst Ckurch, a-2;%0-member1 172-yeamld cmgregation that- 
drapes massive banners in its sanctuary proclaiming, "We Are One Family," and 
practices the motto it adopted in 1990: "Out of the ashes of violence God, 
through us, will rebuild a nation of love." 

Fourteen Southern Baptist missionaries work with Liberian Baptists to apply 
the healing of the gospel to Liberia's pain. Three of them live in neighboring 
Ivory Coast and aid Liberian refugees there. (New fighting erupted in September 
in southeastern Liberia, along the border with Ivory Coast.) 

The missionaries spend much time, energy and budget responding to the 
overwhelming human needs of a country where about 150,000 people have been killed 
since 1990 and half the population of 3 million has been displaced. 

Baptist Relief Services helps thousands, "even though we don't send out 
truckloads of rice and beans," said Imogene Collins, Woman's Missionary Union 
director for the Baptist convention. "We've given out clothes, shoes and sleeping 
mats at times, hut mostly we try to meet needs other agencies miss." 

People ask when they will hand out "Baptist bags" of salt, bath soap, milk and 
other items. Some people, +in an unusual tribute, even carve their homemade soap 
bars with the letters "BRS" - -  Baptist Relief Services. 

At a typical relief site, Baptists gather the residents of a center for 
displaced old people for the monthly distribution. Ironically, the elderly 
residents - -  many blind, crippled or partially paralyzed - -  live in "The House of 
Pain," a former gymnasium still painted with figures of weightlifters and 
festooned with the slogan, "No Pain, No Gain." 

One 85-year-old woman is a new resident. ECOMOG troops, the intervention 
force from neighboring African countries, found her collapsed on the highway 
outside of town. She goes to the head of the line and receives two bags. 

"Some people say we should do relief work in order to get people to listen to 
the gospel, but I think we should do relief work because people are hungry and 
cold and hurting," Brown said. "This is not something you do to manipulate people 
into saying they want to become Christians." 

- -more - - 
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Rather, the gospel is presented alongside the :Baptist bags" and not tied 
directly to the distributions - -  aside from a short explanation of why Baptists 
are there and a prayer. But when evangelism teams follow the relief workers, the 
response is impressive. 

"People see Baptists don't just cater to spiritual needs," Cole said. "We 
go someplace to preach and people say, 'These people brought us beds, soap and 
tomato paste; let's listen to them,' or 'We saw the Baptist Relief truck here 
earlier and now you're here to tell us about God - -  that's good.'" 

Someday, of course, Liberian Baptists hope the desperate human needs will fade 
away as peace and stability return to the country. Then maximum energy can be 
concentrated on evangelism and church planting. 

Not that it has ever stopped. During late 1992 fighting, 19 Baptist churches 
were started "while the guns were firing in Monrovia." Last year the convention 
sponsored seven workshops on church planting and evangelism and coordinated three 
revivals. In February a citywide crusade will focus on the theme "Is Your Burden 
Heavy?" based on Galatians 6:l-5. 

Communication between the Baptist convention offices and interior churches has 
been disrupted since 1990. But occasional messages slip through the lines telling 
of churches surviving and often thriving. Liberian refugees in Ivory Coast have 
organized about a dozen churches. 

And the Baptist seminary is functioning, training current and future leaders. 
In the confusion and disruption of war, seminary students stepped into the breach 
all over the country, keeping churches and visions alive. 

"It was one of the great blessings of a tragic time to see the results of 
planting we never thought we'd see," missionary Jane Park said. "We were used to 
thinking of students as future leaders, but when we left (at the height of the 
fighting) they kept everything going and took care of each other." 

Students often skip meals so they can afford bus fare to class. Eye strain 
wearies them as they study by candlelight (most of Monrovia has no electricity). 
Some spurned chances to flee to continue their education. 

After one student was absent for three days, Park went looking for him. 
"I couldn't afford to buy a bucket of water to bathe in and I was ashamed to 

come to class so dirty," he admitted when found. "I'll be back as soon as I have 
money to be clean." 

Yet the students will find time and energy to start eight churches in Monrovia 
before the end of the year. 

And Liberian Baptists and missionaries will find time and energy to start many 
others. And preach. And evangelize. And teach literacy. And do relief. 

It's true that Liberia's soul has mutated. But it's still a soul - -  a soul 
worth saving. 

- -30- - 
(BP) photos (one horizontal, one vertical) mailed to state Baptist newspapers by 
Richmond bureau of Baptist Press. Cutlines available on SBCNet Newsroom. 

Liberian believers survive Baptist Press 
war, 25 months in the bush By Craig Bird 11/16/93 

TAI, Ivory Coast (BP)--For 25 months the tiny group wandered the high bush of 
eastern Liberia, choosing paths that might lead to food and away from rebel 
soldiers who would kill them on sight. 

For 25 months they concentrated on keeping two things burning: the fire and 
their faith. 

"The fire controlled a lot of our movements,ll group leader Ben Zarr explained 
after the 18 Liberian refugees finally reached safety in Ivory Coast in September. 
"If it went out we would probably die, so when it rained we would stop and dig a 
hole for the coals to keep them dry." 

- -more- - 
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Keeping their faith going proved just as difficult. 
After fleeing their village in the midst of a rocket attack during Liberia's 

civil war, the refugees didn't see another human being for two years - -  except 
soldiers in another attack. Their regular menu was leaves, their usual bed the 
wet ground. Their shoes soon rotted and their clothes became torn and tattered. 

Yet each day the group gathered to pray and sing. "We asked God to help us 
and protect us," Zzrr said. "And we asked him to, some way, let our families who 
had escaped to Ivory Coast know we weren't dead." 

It was an assurance sought by their families as well. Twice small groups of 
young men slipped across the border back into Liberia, risking death to search the 
jungle and forest for the wandering band. 

But the high bush is large and the group often spent hours in complete silence 
lest army patrols hear them. So the two search parties returned to Ivory Coast 
without finding them. 

The world these Liberians once knew collapsed in a single day. 
"One afternoon in July 1991 the war entered our little village," Zarr 

recounted. "The center of the village turned to smoke and we all ran away." 
After nine days Zarr found his brother-in-law, who had not eaten since the 

attack and was almost dead. Zarr nursed him as they looked for their families. 
Four days later they found the fleeing women and three children. 

For four months they heard gunfire in the area. They moved into the jungle 
for safety, meeting neighbors who also had fled until there were 21 refugees in 
the group. The second run-in with soldiers scattered them again and it took three 
months to get everyone back together. 

A woman was killed in the second attack and Zarr's brother-in-law died of 
fever. Amazingly, they were the only casualties of the entire two-year trek. 

The 19 survivors moved even deeper into the jungle, "eating anything we could 
find, but we didn't have a gun or traps to catch animals," Zarr said. Rare "lucky 
days" produced bananas or snalls ("We'd have better soup when we found snails"). 
A search of an abandoned village yielded two hooks, so fish was occasionally on 
the menu. 

Zarr remembered his grandmother making salt from palm tree stalks and knew a 
plant whose ground-up dried seeds made a pepper substitute. An old tire and some 
woven vines were turned into sandals. 

But many in the group were sick most: of the time, and in August 1993 Zarr 
proposed they try to get into Ivory Coast. 

"I'm a hunter," the 60-year-old man argued. "I know the bush - -  I can lead 
us." The group agreed on one very firm condition: that he take every precaution 
to avoid rebel soldiers. 

They began the slow journey east toward the Ivory Coast border, sometimes 
walking only a few hours each day. After nine days they reached the river border 
- -  but there was no ford. For several more days they carefully edged up and down 
the river, seeking a way over. 

Finally, in desperation, they revealed themselves by yelling to some farmers 
on the Ivory Coast side of the river. "We told them we were not rebels but were 
running away from the rebels and asked them to help us. " 

The Ivorians didn't have a canoe, but gathered several logs of corkwood and 
lashed them together. Only two refugees at a time could join the paddler on the 
makeshift raft; it took nine trips to ferry them across the border. 

The Ivorians sent a boy to tell other refugee Liberians in nearby Tai - -  
including Peter Zarr, pastor of United Baptist Church and older brother of the 
refugee leader - -  the joyful news. But the Ivorians also insisted the appearance 
of the group was "too sorryn and urged them to spend three days resting and eating 
before continuing their journey to reunion with relatives. 

When the group arrived in Tai, family members and even refugees they didn't 
know dug into their own meager supplies of clothes and rice and shared. 

- -more- - 
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A week later Southern Baptist missionary Margaret Fairburn gave each women 
enough cloth to make a traditional dress, complete with headdress, as well as 
cooking oil, soap and fish. 

"We wanted to visit and praise God with you that he has brought you to your 
people," she said. "We have heard how you made your own salt and pepper. But ... 
you didn't have to look for God or make God - -  he was always there." 

A murmur of agreement swept through the group of refugees. Still, lest anyone 
doubt the power of their daily prayer sessions, Zarr asked a 3-year-old girl to 
come to the front of the group. 

"This is Gaye Goah," he said. "She was still a baby when her mother ran into 
the bush. Now she is almost 3 years old. During our prayer times we taught her 
gospel songs." 

Gaye, the living proof they had kept their faith burning as well as their 
fire, sang: "Mary please don't cry, Jesus came to earth to die." 

- -30- - 
(BP) photo (horizontal) mailed to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of 
Baptist Press. Cutline available on SBCNet Newsroom. 

Liberian refugees take 
the gospel with them By Craig Bird 

Baptist Press 
11/16/93 

SAN PEDRO, Ivory Coast (BP)--When Charles Taylor's rebel army swept into 
Liberia in December 1989, an estimated 1.5 million people had to decide what to 
take with them as they fled over the next 10 months. 

Grabbing their children and their money, most traveled light for speed and 
mobility. Some snatched up a flashlight or a change of clothes, many a little bit 
of food. 

But a surprising number also carried an intense desire to worship as they hid 
in the bush, bribed their way past checkpoints and across borders and sought a 
place of safety. 

Over the past two years Liberian refugees have established 11 Baptist churches 
just across the border in Ivory Coast. They are churches with full-fledged 
Baptist programs - -  Sunday schools, Woman's Missionary Unions, men's departments, 
choirs, Royal Ambassadors for boys, Girls in Action and youth groups. Scores of 
people study in Theological Education by Extension classes. 

Most have built "temporary" structures with concrete floors. Carefully tended 
. flowers surround the buildings. 

"Nothing can surpass the joy of seeing someone come to Christ, but it's also 
an incredible thrill to see what these people have done with these churches," said 
Southern Baptist missionary Margaret Fairburn. 

"You see young men standing in a pulpit you never dreamed you'd see preaching. 
Men who never even taught a Sunday school class in Liberia have organized 
churches. People who were simple choir members now 1ead.choirs." 

Fairburn, of Tylertown, Miss., is a fellow refugee. Her entire 30-year 
missionary career has been spent in Liberia - -  except the past two years when she 
also relocated to Ivory Coast. 

Like most of the leaders in the new churches, she suffered the looting of her 
home in Zwedru, Liberia, where she attended Grace Baptist Church. Like them, she 
longs and prays to return "home." Like them, she doesn't think a civil war and 
forced relocation are any reason to halt the work of the church. 

So she drives the dirt back roads to minister in places like Toulepleu, Zagne, 
Guiglo and Tai, teamed with a Liberian pastor and evangelist. 

Farther north, missionaries Earl and Jane Williams work in Danane, Ivory 
Coast, where 30,000 Liberian refugees live. They spent most of the Liberian civil 
war ministering behind rebel lines, but were finally forced out of Liberia late in 
1992. Between efforts to get back to Liberia, they hav started a second refugee 
Baptist church in Danane. 

--more- - 
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"It's been the fastest-growing church I've, ever been associated with," said 
Williams, of West Monroe, La. "We started it the last Sunday in March and averaged 
66 in April, 86 in May, 128 in June, 135 in July and 155 in August. About a third 
of the members I knew in Liberia but the rest are new." 

The churches Fairburn serves also have posted healthy numbers - -  at Toulepleu, 
37 baptisms; at Tuambly, 27; at Zagne, 52. United Baptist Church at Tai has 
baptized more than 100 people. 

"They acted like the Jerusalem church," Fairburn noted. "Persecution 
scattered them and everywhere they've gone they've started new churches." 

Even the mother church back in Liberia is growing again. Led by a deacon who 
remained, Grace Baptist in Zwedru has baptized 37 people this year - -  including 
members of the army that chased so many refugees into Ivory Coast. 

The refugees' stories reveal trials enough to test any faith. 
- -  Roger Weber, pastor at Toulepleu, spent three months in a death cell before 

a soldier released him on a whim. Then he endured 11 months in the bush before 
getting to Ivory Coast, at times stepping over dead bodies to gather leaves to 
keep from starving. "We've seen God work miracles," he said simply. 

- -  Charles Kweh was so fat in Liberia he had trouble fitting behind the 
steering wheel of his car. When he fled he left behind not only his wealth but 
also his mother, who was too ill to walk, and his oldest son to care for her. On 
a yearlong journey through Sierra Leone, Guinea and Ivory Coast he was separated 
from a second son, buried a third and carried his wife on his back when she 
couldn't walk anymore. 

Now lean and a c t i v e ,  he walks five miles from his thatch house in Ivory Coast 
to a field in the jungle he farms. He also studies Krahn, the local dialect, so 
he can lead Bible studies in that language. 

- -  John Collins owned four houses in Zwedru. When war threatened he sent his 
family to Ivory Coast but waited too long to get out himself. He had walked 
almost to the border when a soldier he befriended imprisoned him for owning a car. 
An officer released him but the arresting soldier followed him to the river border 
to kill him - -  arriving just minutes after he crossed. 

Collins and his refugee family lived in one room of an abandoned school for 
months. But they gathered a group for Bible study that is now a church. 

- -  Shelton Seidi, former pastor of Grace Baptist Church, sent his wife and 
four younger children to his home village in Liberia, thinking it was safer. 
Three older children stayed with him. But his wife spent five months in the 
forest and bush trying avoid rebel troops and get into Ivory Coast. 

In one 28-day period Seidi spent 14 days in prayer and fasting, pleading for 
his family's safety. Other times he looked at his food and couldn't eat, thinking 
his family might be starving. Eventually he and the older children also fled to 
Ivory Coast. Several months later the family was reunited. 

"Every one of them has a tragic story," Fairburn said. "Their fear is still 
real. There are still relatives they haven't heard from. They're still 
threatened by ethnic hatred. Yet their faith is so strong and real. They're 
having to lean on God in different ways and they've found him faithful." J 

The new realities influence their worship, Most sermons deal wi.th kforgiveness 
and steadfastness. The same songs are popular in all the churches: "We're On The 
Battlefield For My Lord," "I'm Leaning On The Rock That Never Fails" and "We're 
Pushing Satan Around. " 

There are even more permanent reminders. 
Caroline Dweh went into labor prematurely as she and her husband, Gandy, 

wandered through the Liberian bush to escape. Dweh, who had never even prayed in 
public before, felt convicted to organize a church in Ivory Coast. 

The couple named their new daughter, who survived the harrowing birth, 
Sogansaygue. The name translates, "Evil is not necessarily present (now). You do 
me evil, but I will live to resist." 

That could be the name for all the Liberian refugee churches living to resist 
the evil that led to their creation. 

- - y o - -  
(BP) photos (three horizontal) mailed to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond 
bureau of Baptist Press. Cutlines available on SBCNet Newsroom. 
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EDITORS' NOTE: President Bill Clinton signed the,.Reltgious Freedom Restoration 
Act into law Nov. 16. Other articles and a longer version of this article will be 
released by Baptist Press Nov. 17. 

Clinton signs RFRA, 
reverses Smith decision By Tom Strode 

WASHINGTON (BP)--President Bill Clinton concluded a three-and-a-half-year 
struggle to regain protection for religious liberty by signing the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act into law Nov. 16. 

The president signed RFRA as 200 people watched on the south lawn of the White 
House. Those present included representatives of a diversity of religious groups, 
as well as leaders of civil liberties organizations and members of Congress. 

The Senate had passed the religious liberty legislation by a 97-3 vote Oct. 
27.  Although the House of Representatives had passed the bill in May, it approved 
the Senate version, which included a technical amendment not contained in the 
House bill, without opposition Nov. 3. 

RFRA was introduced in mid-1990 as a legislative response to the Supreme 
Court's Employment Division v. Smith opinion. In Smith, the court ruled 
government no longer has to demonstrate a "compelling interest" before restricting 
religious freedom. Since Smith, it has been easier to limit individuals' 
religious expression. 

"The power to reverse . . .  by legislation a decision of the United States 
Supreme Court is a power that is rightly, hesitantly and infrequently exercised by 
the United States Congress," Clinton said before signing RFRA, "but this is an 
issue in which that extraordinary measure was clearly called for." 

RFRA "re-establishes a standard that better protects all Americans of all 
faiths in the exercise of their religion in a way that I am convinced is far more 
consistent with the intent of the founders of this nation than the Supreme Court 
decision, " Clinton said. 

The Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission and Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs were part of the 68-member coalition supporting RFRA. 

CLC Executive Director Richard Land said, "I think everyone who cherishes 
religious freedom should be delighted with and gratified by the signing of the 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act into law. It is particularly appropriate that a 
Baptist president should sign this historic act into law, since the religious 
freedom embodied in the First Amendment to our Constitution is the particular 
Baptist gift to the Reformation and to America." 

"Since Smith, there has been a steady drumbeat of bad decisions for religion. 
. . .  All told, more than 60 cases have been decided against religious claimants 
since Smith was handed down," said Oliver Thomas, chairman of the coalition and 
former general counsel of the BJC. "Today, we celebrate the end of that dark 
night. " 

Also observing the bill's signing was Clinton's pastor, Rex Horne of Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Little Rock, Ark. 

- -30- - 

Clinton rebuke on child porn 
unsatisfactory, critics say By Tom Strode 

Baptist Press 
11/16/93 

WASHINGTON (BP)--President Bill Clinton's rebuke of the Justice Department's 
new definition of child pornography is on target, but his call for new legislation 
on the issue is not, critics of the department's action said recently. 

In a Nov. 10 letter to Attorney General Janet Reno, the president said he 
agreed with a recent Senate resolution, which said a Justice Department brief in a 
recent case "did not accurately reflect the intent of Congress" in enacting child 
pornography legislation. The Senate approved the non-binding resolution by a 
100-0 vote. 

- -more- - 
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"I find all forms of child pornography offensive and harmful, as I know you 
do, and I want the federal government to lead aggressively in the attack against 
the scourge of child pornography," Clinton said in his letter to Reno. 

The department "should promptly prepare and submit any necessary legislation 
to ensure that federal law reaches all forms of child pornography, including the 
kinds of child pornography at issue in the Senate resolution," Clinton said. 

A Justice spokesman said Nov. 12 the department will begin work on new 
legislation immediately, the Associated Press reported. The Senate resolution and 
the president's letter followed Supreme Court action in response to a Justice 
Department brief contending child pornography must "show minors engaged in the 
conduct of lasciviously exhibiting their (or someone else's) genitals or pubic 
areas" and must include visible depiction of the genitals. The brief filed in 
September in the Knox v. U.S. case argued a conviction of a child pornographer 
whose child models were not nude was wrongly decided. The Supreme Court announced 
Nov. 1 it had vacated the conviction and was returning the case to a federal 
appeals court for rehearing. 

Reno said Nov. 4 she agreed with the new interpretation of the law. The 
Justice Department's previous interpretation of the 1984 law focused on the 
intention of the adults producing the material rather than that of the children in 
the photos or on videotape. The new definition will allow many child 
pornographers to escape prosecution, critics say. 

Clinton's solution to the problem is unsatisfactory, defenders of the previous 
interpretation said. 

"I'm really disappointed that it has taken (Clinton) two months to respond, 
and when the response has come it shows a gross misunderstanding" of the problem, 
said Lamar Cooper of the Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission. "It lines 
him up with the Senate, but it does not indicate to me that he understands what 
the issue is. If he does understand, I am waiting to be convinced. I think it's a 
political move and doesn't really smack of any real attempt to deal with the 
issue. 

"What we need is for the attorney general to prosecute fully the law already 
in force rather than to seek the implementation of new legislation," said Cooper, 
who handles pornography issues for the CLC. 

Patrick Trueman, government affairs director of American Family Association 
and former head of the Justice Department's Child Exploitation and Obscenity 
Section, said in a written statement, "The message the full United States Senate 
was sending the Clinton administration when it voted 100-0 was that the Department 
of Justice was wrong in its interpretation of the current federal child 
pornography law. There is no need for further legislation; there is a need for 
the Justice Department to vigorously apply the current law. 

"The president seems now to be merely seeking to avoid a political catastrophe 
for his administration's failure to protect children from the sexual exploitation 
of pornographers,*; Trueman said. 

In,Nov. 12 letters, Sen. William Roth, R.-Del., and five Republican 
representatives told Clinton new legjslation is not required and asked him to 
instruct Reno to withdraw the brief immediately. 

- -3o - -  

Southern Baptists examining 
environmental involvement By Laurie A. Lattimore 

Baptist Press 
11/16/93 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (BP)--Vice President A1 Gore scolded his own denomination 
in a September meeting with Southern Baptist Convention lead rs for a lack of 
attention to environmental issues. But a new interfaith coalition to address 
environmental concerns from a religious point of view - -  ndorsed by Gore at its 
kickoff Oct. 4 - -  has excluded Southern Baptists. 

- -more- - 
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The Evangelical Environment Network failed to invite any members of the 
largest evangelical denomination in the United States to join it in working with 
the National Religious Partnership for the Environment, a three-year, $4.5 million 
project to help educate local congregations on the urgency of protecting God's 
earth . 

Ron Sider, president of Evangelicals for Social Action, later said EEN has 
every intention of working with Southern Baptists on environmental issues. Not 
including any representatives initially "was probably a slip on my part," Sider 
acknowledged. He said EEN is still in the early stages of organizing evangelical 
leaders for the network. 

Sider discounted the oversight was based on a perception Southern Baptists are 
not concerned about the environment. 

"The (Christian Life Commission) has produced some good materials on world 
hunger and environmental issues," Sider said. "In fact, Paul Gorman, executive 
director for the National Religious Partnership, has looked over them the last few 
months and is quite impressed." 

EEN is the evangelical member of the partnership, which also consists of the 
United States Catholic Conference, the National Council of Churches and the 
Consultation on the Environment and Jewish Life. 

NRPE organized an Oct. 28-29 institute on the environment in connection with 
Christianity Today magazine. Sider said evangelical representatives will design 
an EEN declaration following the scholarly meeting in Wheaton, Ill. The document 
will represent "covenant congregations" committed to environmental stewardship. 

The three-year partnership project will undertake a host of programs tailored 
to the individual faith groups with the intent of "greening" 53,000 local 
congregations with education and action kits. Legislative updates on issues of 
environmental justice and the creation of a toll-free Green Congregation Hotline 
phone line reporting grass-roots religious environmental activities will be 
coordinated through the partnership. 

In the making for three years, the partnership stemmed from a bipartisan 
congressional committee led by Gore, then a senator, in which a joint appeal was 
established. The appeal, designed to encourage inactive national religious bodies 
to initiate environmental programs, was a dialogue between interested religious 
and science communities. 

At the partnership's inaugural worship service, Gore told the group it would 
have a "ripple effect" throughout the religious and scientific communities in 
America and other nations. 

"It is truly the beginning of something we will look back upon years from now 
as a landmark achievement ," Gore said. 

Lamar Cooper of the CLC said he heard nothing of EEN before It was announced 
and lamented the fact no Southern Baptists were asked to work with the delegation. 

"Based on things I have heard second- and third-hand, it was implied Southern 
Baptists are not doing anything," Cooper said of Gore's criticism of Southern 
Baptist efforts regarding environmental issues. "That tells me Gore, though he is 
a Southern Baptist, doesn't have a clue about what we are doing.'' 

In a White House meeting with key SBC leaders last month, Gore mentioned the 
"silence basically of the church in environmental issues," SBC President Ed Young 
reported from the meeting. 

The vice president said some in the SBC perceive the government is not 
exerting moral leadership the way the SBC would like, but "there are two Southern 
Baptists up here who feel the church needs to answer some questions," Young, a 
Houston pastor, recounted. 

But Cooper feels like Southern Baptists are answering the questions - -  at 
least partially. 

"I admit what we are doing is not extensive, but we would like to get some 
dialogue going so we can work together on this," Cooper said. 

- -more- - 



Page 10 
1 ,  , 

Baptist Press 

The environment: was the subject of the CLC's 1991 annual seminar. Topics such 
as "Biblical Theology of Ecology," "Environmental Issues in the U.S. and Around 
the Worldw and "How a Local Church Can Begin a Recycling Program" were addressed 
to help Christians understand the importance of environmental stewardship. 

Cooper acknowledged the environment had not been a high-interest topic to many 
who attended the meeting. "It was difficult to interest the churches and 
individuals on this issue, frankly, as well as the ethics professors," he said. 

Cooper noted, however, the seminar topics were made into a book, "The Earth is 
the Lord's," a best-seller for Broadman Press the first three months of 1992. 

Concern over New Age involvement in environmental issues, Cooper said, 
traditionally has deterred Baptists from addressing them the way they have 
addressed abortion, gambling, homosexuality and pornography. 

"I think Southern Baptists have stayed away because they didn't want to be 
identified with the New Age movement, so consequently they have not been involved 
at all," Cooper said. He noted a Southern Baptist vice president highly concerned 
about the environment could help alleviate the hesitation among Baptists. 

"I hope that people will see our larger concern rather than just the cults and 
New Age groups," Cooper said, "Where the New Age groups worship the earth, we say 
the Bible teaches stewardship of the earth God has given us." 

- -30- - 

Arkansas Baptist messengers 
endorse European partnership By Trennis Henderson 

Baptist Press 
11/16/93 

NORTH LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (BP)--"Perform Ministry in Jesus' Name" became more 
than a theme for messengers attending the 1993 Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 
Putting the theme into action, messengers voted to establish a three-year 
partnership with European Baptists, approved a series of ministry-related priority 
projects for the coming year and increased the convention's 1994 Cooperative 
Program budget by 5 percent over the current year. 

The annual meeting, Nov. 9-10 at Park Hill Baptist Church in North Little 
Rock, attracted 1,263 messengers. 

The partnership mission agreement with the European Baptist Convention and the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board will begin in 1994. The EBC is an 
organization of about 60 English-speaking Baptist congregations throughout Europe. 
Arkansas Baptist volunteers will be involved in prayer support, church planting, 
participating in simultaneous revival efforts and helping strengthen existing 
ministries among EBC congregations. Priority projects adopted for 1994 range from 
participation in national emphases such as Hope for Hurting Humanity and the 
Mississippi River Ministry to statewide priorities related to evangelism and 
Sunday school ministries. 

Messengers adopted a 1994 Cooperative Program budget of $15.96 million., 
Included in the budget is $5,249,170 for ABSC executive board programs; $4,*047,530 
for state institutions and agencies and $6,663,300, or 41.75 percent, the same as 
last year, for Southern Baptist Convention causes. 

Ronnie Rogers, pastor of Lakeside Baptist Church in Hot Springs, was elected 
state convention president by a vote of 384-347 over Eddie McCord, director of 
missions for Independence Baptist Association. 

Rogers, a trustee of Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, said in a 
post-election interview, "The resurgence of the absolute inerrancy of Scripture 
and evangelism and holiness are things dear to my heart." He acknowledged the 
close presidential election "upset some and elated others," adding he is 
"overwhelmed that I've been allowed the opportunity." 

- -more- - 
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James McDaniel, pastor of First Baptist Church of ~rinkley, was elected first 
vice president in a three-way race with Tim Redden,  asto tor of Barcelona Road 
Baptist Church in Hot Springs Village, and Dane Dover, bivocational pastor of Mill 
Creek Baptist Church in Hot Springs. McDaniel received 375 votes, compared to 
198 for Redden and 122 for Dover. McDaniel is a former president of the state 
convention executive board and a current trustee of the Southern Baptist Education 
Commission. 

Grant Ethridge, pastor of First Baptist Church of Lavaca, was elected second 
vice president by acclamation. Ethridge is a trustee of Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary and a former secretary of the Arkansas Baptist Pastors' 
Conference. 

Messengers adopted resolutions affirming the Baptist Sunday School Board's 
"True Love Waits" sexual purity campaign and commending "responsible broadcasters" 
who chose not to air the controversial ABC television series, "NYPD Blue." An 
unsuccessful effort to amend the "NYPD Blue" resolution would have urged Arkansas 
Baptists to boycott stations which do air the program. Resolutions committee 
member Jim Lagrone explained the intent of the resolution "is to compliment those 
who took a stand." 

A resolution expressing concern for the health of Shirley Moore, wife of state 
convention executive director Don Moore, also was adopted. Mrs. Moore, who is 
hospitalized with cancer, was unable to attend the annual meeting. The resolution 
pledged to "continue in Christian love to pray for her." 

Other resolutions which gained approval affirmed the sanctity of human life 
and opposed homosexuality, pornography, gambling, alcohol and other drugs, and 
"the humanistic 'safe sex' message." 

Ron West, a furloughing missionary to Taiwan, introduced a proposed resolution 
on the floor of the convention which failed to gain passage. The proposal called 
for the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee to consider providing 
state conventions a more direct role in selecting Southern Baptist trustees in the 
interest of helping increase Cooperative Program support. After a voice vote was 
inconclusive, the proposal failed on a standing vote. 

Keynote speakers during the two-day meeting included Henry Blackaby, director 
of prayer and spiritual awakening for the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, and 
Jim Henry, pastor of First Baptist Church in Orlando, Fla. Blackaby emphasized 
the need "to return to seeking divine guidance through God's Word." Henry 
challenged messengers to pursue "ministry that reflects Jesus." 

The 1994 Arkansas Baptist State Convention will be Nov. 1-2 at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Little Rock. 

- -30- - 
Michigan Baptists begin search 
for Robert Wilson's successor By Julie Scheving 

Baptist Press 
11/16/93 

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (BP)--The Baptist State Convention of Michigan elected a 
search committee for a successor to 23-year Executive Director Robert Wilson, who 
notified the convention of his intention to retire at the end of 1994. 

The 15-member committee will begin its work immediately for a nominee to be 
recommended to the convention next fall to replace Wilson, who also serves as 
editor of the state Baptist newspaper. 

Wilson, a native of Flint, Mich., has been involved with Baptist work in the 
state since 1956, as pastor of First Baptist Church in Clio until 1958, area 
missionary for northern Michigan from 1958-62, director of the convention's 
missions division from 1962-70 and executive director since 1971. 

The 248 messengers at the convention's 36th annual meeting, at Cherryland 
Baptist Church in Traverse City, approved a 1994 budget of $2,919,813.11, 
anticipating $1,266,687.30 in Cooperative Program gifts from Michigan's churches. 
Of the CP budget, 31.5 percent, or $399,006.50, will be forwarded to Southern 
Baptist Convention national and international ministries. 
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The increase marks the 23rd consecutive year of one-half-percent increases in 
support of SBC causes by the state's Baptists, who now number 48,662 in 259 
churches and 58 chapels and missions. 

August Peters was elected convention president. Peters is interim pastor of 
Harmony Hills Baptist Church in Jackson, convention first vice president the past 
year and formerly was pastor of Hillsdale (Mich.) Baptist Church for 25 years. 

Other new officers &e: first vice president, C.E. Martin, pastor of 
Middlebelt Baptist Church in Inkster; and second vice president, Bob Galey, pastor 
of Lake St. Helen (Mich.) Baptist Church. Wendell Ryckman, pastor of Mt. Vernon 
Baptist Church in Redford, was re-elected recording secretary. 

A long-range plan was approved by messengers to further develop the state 
camp, Bambi Lake Retreat and Conference Center. Also, a task force was 
established to raise funds for improvements called for in the plan. 

Michigan's first disaster relief unit provided lunch to the messengers. The 
team will be available as requested by Baptists in other states facing various 
crises such as hurricanes and floods. 

A number of resolutions were approved, including one to pray for President 
Clinton and other government leaders and one expressing appreciation to Tennessee 
Baptists for their partnership with the Michigan convention. 

The 1994 meeting will be Nov. 8-10 at Eastgate Baptist Church in Burton. 
- -30- - 

Scheving is assistant to the editor of the Michigan Baptist newsjournal. 

N.M. native John Loudat 
named state paper editor 

Baptist Press 
11/16/93 

FARMINGTON, N.M. (BP)--New Mexico native John Loudat, 41, was elected editor 
of the Baptist New Mexican during a Nov. 8 meeting of the Baptist Convention of 
New Mexico executive board in Farmington, N.M. 

Loudat, of First Baptist Church in Artesia, N.M., will succeed J.B. Fowler Jr. 
who is retiring Jan. 31 after 13 years as the paper's editor. 

Loudat has been pastor-at-large of the Artesia congregation since May of this 
year and was pastor there from February 1988 until receiving the at-large 
designation. In the local Artesia newspaper, he has written a monthly column the 
past five years. 

Search committee chairman Frank Zamora, pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Farmingon and president of the New Mexico convention, acknowledged the committee 
considered a number of professional Baptist journalists but "concluded that we 
felt it necessary to have a man for our editor who has wide experience in pastoral 
ministry. It would encourage men and women to have an editor who knows their 
heartbeat and would be writing from that persepctive." 

Zamora also said, "I think fair-minded, without question, would be one of 
(Loudat's) strong characteristics." 

Zamora described Loudat as "very capable and knowledgeable with campvters; he 
is meticulous in his prepareation, not only for sermons but in ~ther areas as 
well. He's the sort of guy who's going to grow with the job." 

Loudat also has been a member of the state convention's special ministries 
-committee since 1990, serving as chairman in 1991-92. 

Previously Loudat was pastor of churches in Seminole, Kress and Honey Grove, 
Texas. In Baptist associational involvements, he has been a pastoral ministries 
and missions development director. 

Loudat is a 1978 graduate of Texas Tech University in Lubbock and earned a 
master of divinity degree in 1981 from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas. He was in the U.S. Air Force from 1972-76 and became a 
Christian during his first year in the military. 

Loudat, a native of Roswell, and his wife, Kathy, have two daughters, Mary, 
14, and Joni, 11. Mrs. Loudat was seriously injured in an April 1991 automobile 
accident and resides in Good Samaritan (Nursing) Center in Artesia. 

--3o-- 
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ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (BP)--New Mexico Baptists adopted a record budget, heard 
plans of a $2 million endowment campaign to be launched by their foundation and, 
from beginning to end, had a peaceful convention. 

At the Nov. 9-11 meeting at Emmanuel Baptist Church in Farmington, Frank 
Zamora, current president and pastor of First Baptist Church in Farmington, was 
re-elected president for the new year as were first vice president Tim Marrow, 
pastor of Taylor Ranch Baptist Church in Albuquerque, and second vice president 
Kirby Kennedy, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Roswell. 

The Cooperative Program budget for the new year is $2.7 million, compared with 
$2.6 million in 1993. The ratio for the two years is the same: 69.5 percent to 
remain in New Mexico for mission ministries and 30.5 percent for worldwide 
Southern Baptist causes. The overall 1994 budget will be $5.5 million. 

The New Mexico Baptist Foundation announced the launching of a $2 million 
capital endowment campaign to fund ministries at the New Mexico Baptist Childrens 
Home and help underwrite administrative costs and ministries of the Foundation and 
Church Loan Corporation, 

When the funds are raised, $1 million will be added to the endowment for the 
Childrens Home and the other $1 million will be used by the foundation for its 
administrative costs, ministerial relief and student scholarships. 

Messengers were informed John Loudat, a New Mexico native and pastor-at-large 
of First: Baptist Church in Artesia, had been elected as editor of the state 
Baptist newspaper by the convention's executive board Nov. 8. Loudat will succeed 
J.B. Fowler Jr., who retires Jan. 31 after 13 years as editor. 

The resolutions committee, chaired by retired pastor Calvin Partain of Belen, 
brought eight resolutions to the convention which were approved. One of the 
resolutions commended the 1993 New Mexico state legislature for its drinking- 
while-intoxicated reform legislation in the 1993 session. It also called on the 
legislature in the upcoming term to address the continuing problem of alcohol- 
related traffic fatalities. The committee noted New Mexico consistently leads the 
nation in per capita alcohol-related traffic fatalities. 

Other resolutions approved by the convention opposed any state-supported 
lottery or video gambling or gambling on Indian lands and opposed the Freedom of 
Choice Act and federally funded abortions in President Clinton's health care 
reform plan. 

In addition, a resolution on sexual promiscuity, sexually-transmitted 
diseases, "safe sex" and the distribution of condoms in school-based clinics was 
passed by messengers. 

The 1994 convention will be Nov. 1-3 at First Baptist Church in Clovis. 
- - 3 o - -  

Arizona Baptists approve 
8% hike in 1994 CP budget By Elizabeth Young 

Baptist Press 
11/16/93 

PHOENIX, Ariz. (BP)--Arizona Southern Baptists experienced a quiet annual 
meeting in which a spirit of worship overshadowed the transacting of business. A 
total of 513 messengers met Nov. 9-10 at North Phoenix Baptist Church. 

Each of the convention's four sessions began with a theme interpretation and 
concluded with a sermon. In between, messengers quickly dispensed with business. 

Messengers unanimously adopted an almost $63 million composite budget, which 
included the Arizona Southern Baptist Convention operating budget, $3,663,344; 
Grand Canyon University, $13,699,750; Baptist Foundation of Arizona, $39,673,769; 
and Arizona Baptist Children's Services, $5,744,585. 

- -more - - 
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The Cooperative Program budget includes a basic budget of $2,160,000 and an 
advance budget of an additional $200,000. Under the basic budget, Cooperative 
Program receipts will be distributed as follows: Southern Baptist Convention 
causes, 18 percent; Grand Canyon University, 9 percent; Arizona Baptist Children's 
Services, 1.5 percent; Baptist Loan Fund, 13.9 percent; Arizona Baptist Historical 
Commission, . 3  percent; and ASBC operating fund, 57.3 percent. 

Cooperative Program funds received after the $2,160,000 basic budget is met 
will be distributed under the following formula: SBC causes, 30 percent; Grand 
Canyon University, 30 percent; Arizona Baptist Children's Services, 20 percent; 
and Arizona Southern Baptist Convention, 20 percent. 

The Cooperative Program basic budget is $160,000, or 8 percent, over the 1993 
budget . 

Additional sources of income in the 1993 convention operating budget are 
$1,203,883 from the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board; $40,516 from the Baptist 
Sunday School Board; and revenue from ASBC-sponsored programs and the Baptist 
Beacon, state Baptist newsjournal. 

W. Berry Norwood, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church of Prescott, was 
elected by acclamation to a second one-year term as president. Other officers 
elected are Mitch McDonald, pastor of Foothills Baptist Church of Yuma, first vice 
president; Dudley Bristow, pastor of Trinity Baptist Church of Casa Grande, second 
vice president; and Frankie Kuffel, member of North Phoenix Baptist Church, 
recording secretary. 

Messengers adopted resolutions which: 
- -  urged Arizona Southern Baptists to be "salt and light" in a variety of 

ethical issues. 
- -  offered "praise to the Lord for entrusting the Cooperative Program to 

Southern Baptists" and encouraged churches to increase their giving through the 
Cooperative Program. 

- -  urged that nominees for state convention boards and committees come only 
from churches that give through the Cooperative Program. 

- -  called on Arizona Southern Baptists to "earnestly pray for and biblically 
submit to our government leaders" and appealed "to those in authority to affirm 
biblical morality in exercising their public office." 

- -  pledged support for the "Here's Hope: Share Jesus Now" national evangelism 
emphasis for 1995. 

- -  noted the continuing counsel and encouragement received from senior adults 
and promised with "every means at our disposaln to assure the "dignity, personal 
welfare and fulfillment" of senior adults. 

- -  affirmed the work of the Arizona Southern Baptist Convention and its 
agencies. 

Other resolutions expressed appreciation for the ministry of Willis J. Ray, 
retired executive secretary of the Arizona Southern Baptist Convention, who died 
last December; for the ministry of Gary Young, pastor of First Southern Baptist 
Church in Phoenix, who died in September; to Richard Jackson, who retired as 
pastor of North Phoenix Baptist Church during the past year; and to the host 
church. 

The 1994 annual meeting will be Nov. 1-2 at North Phoenix Baptist Church. 
- -3o-- 

Adrian Rogers receives 
Liberty Bowl award 

Baptist Press 
11/16/93 

MEMPHIS, T nn. (BP)--Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in 
suburban Memphis, Tenn., has been named the 1993 r cipient of the St. Jude Liberty 
Bowl Distinguished Service Award. 

The award will be presented in a luncheon the day before the Dec. 28 St. Jude 
Liberty Bowl football game in Memphis. 

- -more- - 



11/16/93 ' ' ' Page 15 Baptist Press 

The award has been presented Bbnilally since 1972 to individuals who have 
excelled in their professions. Previous winners include comedians Jerry Clower 
and Danny Thomas; former NFL player Alan Page; TV sports exec Roone Arledge; 
sportscasters Chris Schenkel and Lindsey Nelson; former government official 
William E. Simon; the late football coach Paul "Bear" Bryant; and singers Elvis 
Presley and Pearl Bailey. 

The name of Memphis-based St. Jude Children's Research Hospital was added to 
both the Liberty Bowl and award names earlier this year. 

"Dr. Adrian Rogers does us honor by accepting this award because he 
personifies all the attributes we hold near and dear to our hearts," said Olin 
Morris, St. Jude Liberty Bowl president, in making the announcement. 

"Dr. Rogers is a preacher and speaker extraordinaire with a worldwide 
ministry," Morris continued. "It makes each of us in this city of good abode 
humble to have him in Memphis pastoring its largest church, Bellevue Baptist. Dr. 
Rogers has worked hard to make Memphis, and the world, a better place for all 
people, " 

Rogers, 62, has sewed three terms as president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the nation's largest Protestant denomination. 

Rogers is the founder and president of Love Worth Finding Ministries, a 
nationally syndicated television and radio ministry broadcast on 353 television 
stations, 1,600 cable systems, two satellite networks and 120 radio stations 
across America, Africa and the Caribbean. Rogers has written several books, 
including "God's Way to Health, Wealth and Wisdomn and "Mastering Your Emotions" 
both by Broadman & Holman Publishers. 

- -30- .. 
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Americans don't connect 
faith, finances, he says By Pat Cole 

Baptist Press 
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)--Most American Christians fail to connect their faith 
with their finances, according to Princeton University sociologist Robert Wuthnow. 

Wuthnow, in an address at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, said his 
recent survey of the American work force found 71 percent agreed "being greedy is 
a sin against God." Yet the same survey also showed 68 percent believe "money is 
one thing, morals and values are completely separate." 

"What's going on here?" asked Wuthnow during the Norton Lectures at the 
Louisville, Ky., seminary in November. "Well, partly we are looking at the human 
capacity to compartmentalize. We are well trained at putting our faith in one 
mental box and our finances in another." 

On the positive side, however, the survey showed 89 percent agreed "our 
society is too materialistic," said Wuthnow, adding the religiously involved were 
more likely to hold this opinion than those with no religious orientation. 

Nevertheless, Wuthnow, director of the Center for the Study of American 
Religion at Princeton, said his study also found: 

- -  76 percent said having money gives them a good feeling about themselves. 
- -  84 percent said they wish they had more money than they do. 
- -  78 percent said having a beautiful home, a new car and other nice things 

are important to them. 
- -  Religiously active people's overall responses were virtually the same as 

people who have no religious orientation. 
The study indicated "quite a number of people" claim the Bible has important 

teachings about money, Wuthnow said. Many of those same people, he noted, even 
said they think about the connection between their faith and their finances. 

- -more- - 
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"Apparently, though, they aren't thinking about biblical admonitions against 
greed and materialism," Wuthnow surmised. "In fact, we asked people if they had 
ever been taught - -  by anyone - -  that wanting a lot of money is wrong. Only 12 
percent said they had." 

People always have been tempted to separate their faith from their finances, 
Wuthnow said. However, he emphasized these temptations may be more severe in 
today's world than ever before. 

*'Economists tell us that rational, efficient choices are all that matters," 
Wuthnow said. "Advertisers teach us to compare brands, not to think whether we 
need something in the first place. Clergy instruct us to be thankful and give 
freely, but consider it dangerous to say much more." 

Churches, Wuthnow stressed, can still influence how people prioritize their 
finances. "Many people are going to church, but not many are finding their faith 
relevant to the ways in which they work or handle their money. ...," he said. 
"They want help with the anxieties they face. But they also need to be challenged 
to cut back, to be less materialistic, to be more generous and to behave 
ethically." 

- -30- - 

Author says child abuse 
to  take societal t o l l  By Shawn Switzer 

Baptist Press 
11/16/93 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--"Today's youth are the most abused group of teen-agers 
who have ever lived," said Florence Littauer, a guest on "COPE," a call-in program 
aired weekdays on ACTS and FamilyNet, television services of Southern Baptists' 
Radio and Television Commission. 

Littauer, a Christian speaker and author of more than 20 books on self- 
improvement, made the statement to Karen Hayter, host of the hour-long program 
that helps viewers deal with life's problems using biblical solutions. 

"America has no idea what society is going to be like 20 years from now when 
today's youth become adults," Littauer said. "Each generation has progressively 
gotten worse." 

Sexual abuse, she said, is often the root of the problem. 
"Research reveals that in the Christian community, 25 percent of women were 

not in any way molested or abused as a child, 25 percent were and know it and 50 
percent were molested as a child and don't know it," Littauer said. 

She added most of today's problems stem from an abusive and violent society. 
"If you turn on the television you see violence and pornography," Littauer 

said. "You can't even review the newspaper without reading about it. Our 
children are being raised in an era of abusive parents which will ultimately lead 
to a generation of corruption and decay. 

"The world is hurting and Christians must take a proactive approach toward 
mending our society; our future depends on it." 

Littauer said she can empathize with hurting people. She gave birth to two 
brain-damaged sons. One died at the age of 2 and the other son was hospitalized 
for 18 years before he died at the age of 19. 

"I can relate to grief , "  she said. 
Littauer called on Christians to look for emotional problems that exist among 

individuals in their churches. "We can't just wish the problems away," she said. 
"We must find out where the problems come from and then deal with them." 

If individuals continue to suppress pain from the past, she said, it could 
cause physical damage. 

"It's like a carbonated beverage left out in the hot sun; sooner or later it 
will xplode," Littauer said. "If we don't deal with our probl ms they can emerge 
in physical forms such as stress on the body, migraine headaches, tension, ulcers 
and can ultimately even lead to heart attack." 

--mpre-- 
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Many of the difficulties people iace today come from suppressed emotions 
stemming from child abuse, Littauer said, noting child abuse takes on many forms 
such as physical, verbal and sexual abuse. 

"Most of the sexual abuse I encounter is seductive abuse," Littauer said. "It 
is not a hostile rape of someone in a dark alley, but rather the perpetrator is 
sly and promises to do good to his or her victim." 

Those who are sexually abused, she said, often turn to pornography at some 
point in their life. 

"Pornography triggers a compulsion planted in an individual who has been 
previously exposed to it," Littauer said. "In every case I've dealt with in 
counseling people, the compulsion comes from being sexually abused as a child." 

Littauer said pornography is affecting the attitude of the world, and that she 
and her husband Fred regularly counsel people who have been sexually abused or 
were the abusers. Pornography plays a large part of this because it seems 
harmless initially but then triggers ideas and then actions on the part of the 
viewer, she said, explaining people act out what they have seen. 

"Society has only recently started believing that violence and pornography are 
to blame for the decline in its values," she said. "If people continually watch 
violence they become violent people." 

Pornography is a growing industry and a problem Christians must aggressively 
confront, she said, adding Christians must give viable alternatives in a world 
that offers quick-fix satisfaction. 

"We can no longer quote a Scripture verse and send people on their way," she 
said. 

Littauer said Christians must inundate the public with alternative literature, 
entertainment and television programming. 

"Christian television programs that tackle the reality of a hurting world and 
offer biblical solutions are one of the best ways to aid in the effort against 
pornography," she said. 

Florence and Fred Littauer wrote "Get a Life Without the Strife," a book that 
includes a series of self-help quizzes. The quizzes, she said, are designed to 
help readers discover whether or not they were unknowingly abused as a child. 

According to Littauer, for victims of child abuse, forgiving the sex offender 
is the most difficult problem to overcome. nThe first step in forgiveness is 
determining who did what to you and when," she said. 

Littauer said she encourages victims to write a prayer to God in an effort to 
deal with the root of the problem. At this time God may instruct the victim to 
confront the offender, she said, which is important in working through the steps 
of healing without having to pin the blame on someone else. 

"You are not to hold the blame for everything," she said. "If someone 
verbally or physically abused you, they were definitely wrong. However, the 
responsibility of relinquishing that pain rests on the victim at the point of 
realization. Procrastination leads to a build-up of pain. 

"We must cast our sorrow upon Jesus and he will carry our burden," she said. 
"Through Christ, Christians have the power to overcome even the most difficult 
personal struggles." 

"Mrs. Littauer's comments about pornography and violence on television are 
particularly appropriate," said Jack Johnson, RTVC president. "The deluge of 
filth in media is the reason why Christians are aligning with COVENANT, an 
organization committed to producing quality Christian family values." 

Johnson said people can obtain more information about the organization of 
Christian volunteers by writing COVENANT, 6350 West Freeway, Fort Worth, TX 
76150. 

--=Jo-- 
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