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June 24, 1992
Southern Baptists In Gaza
fight to stay effective

By Marty Crall

GAZA (BP)--It was just like any other day at the Baptist compound in Gaza, the tiny
strip of land along the Mediterranean Sea between Israel and Egypt.

Inside, a Southern Baptist doctor tended his patients while 20-year-oldArab nursing
students read life science textbooks.
Just outside the window, Israeli soldiers brandished automatic weapons while they
angrily raced after a group of Palestinian youths who had hurled stones at them.
Seething violence - - rooted in a decades-old conflict between Palestinian Arabs and
Israeli Jews - - has weakened Southern Baptist impact in this fenced-in, Israeli-occupied
territory 25 miles long and 5 miles wide. When they're not confined by all-too-frequent
curfews, Baptist representatives warily avoid sniper fire and stone fights.
Life in Gaza has taken a roll on the Southern Baptist workers. They are asking for
reinforcements just to keep their nursing program alive. As Palestinians have struck out
at their Israeli military rulers, lawlessness has become standard.
"It's pretty fantastic we're maintaining anything at all at this point," said Dona
Fitzgerald of Bartlesville, Okla., chairman of the organization of Southern Baptist
representatives in Gaza. Fitzgerald and her husband, Dean, a physician from Tulsa, Okla.,
came to Gaza in 1978.

"If we hang in there, maybe things will get better," she said.
Eleven Southern Baptist workers are assigned to Gaza now, down from 22 in 1985,
Five teach in the School of Allied Health Sciences. One nurse educator will go to the
United States on furlough this summer and plans to work in continuing education when he
comes back next year. Another plans to leave next March for good,
Remaining workers will have to shut down the nursing program if they don't get new
personnel. The Baptist program, one of only two nursing programs in Gaza, has produced
some of the territory's best nurses, Fitzgerald said.
"It's a very difficult place to live and it's questionable how long some of (the
workers) should stay," said Dale Thorne, area director for Southern Baptist work in the
Middle East.
Living in Gaza i s like "living in a cage with 750,000 angry people," he said. "You
never know when your car windows are going to be broken out as you drive down the street
... and if you could get caught in crossfire between the army and demonstrators. Those
just the fear there a11 the time of what might
kind of things are very frightening
happen to you."

--

Still, Thorne wants Southern Baptists to send two nurses and a business manager to
Gaza. The representative assigned as a science teacher has had to fill in tending to
finances for the other workers.

- -more- -

6/24/92

Page 2

Baptist Press

Circumstances make it difficult to teach nursing. Electricity and water are
sometimes shut off, books are hard to come by and travel is often impossible for days at a
time. Fourteen students will graduate with the current class next March.
Life in Israel has continued to modernize and improve since Israelis seized the Gaza
Strip from Egypt 25 years ago. On the other hand, Gaza seems frozen in time. Passing
into Gaza, a visitor sees broken-up roads, donkey carts and masses of people milling about
on roadsides. The most significant changes: a growing Palestinian refugee population and
escalating violence.
Palestinians in Gaza are Arabs whose ancestors lived in Palestine before the nation
of Israel was established in 1948. During the months of conflict that gave birth to
Israel, they fled into Gaza where they and their descendants live in refugee camps to this
day, Since December 1987 they have been fighting back through the "Intifada," a movement
using harassment of occupying soldiers, work shutdowns and killings of Israelis and
Palestinians suspected as sympathizers.
Southern Baptists are the only Christian organization maintaining an outreach in
Gaza. A lone Baptist church struggles along. Its last pastor now attends seminary in the
United States.
Earlier this year Southern Baptists' reading room library, the Center of Culture and
Light, was robbed and burned. The largest of three library facilities in the region, it
probably will reopen this summer, One bright development: Workers believe they are close
to winning government approval to offer English classes there.
Fitzgerald urged Southern Baptists to pray that the workers will know God's purpose
in the nursing school's future, the library will open without violence and the Baptist
church will find a pastor.
"We feel our work here is not done," Fitzgerald said. "Often in (Christian work),
things are going real well and you're getting a lot of good outward results. Then other
times you just have to hang on until things get better."
--3o-*

Recession, government cuts
challenge ministers to poor
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By Sarah Zimmeman

ATLANTA (BP)--Unrelenting recession and demands for balanced budgets are a dangerous
duo for America's poor and for Christians committed to the biblical mandate to minister to
those in need.
i

"In the first five months this year we had a 27 to 60 percent increase in the people
we served (from the emergency food pantry) compared to the same months last year," says
Paula Dickson, director of the Telegraph Center in Oakland, Calif.
The increased need stems in part from financial cuts in a county welfare program.
Possible cuts in the state budget "frighten me to death," Dickson says, because the less
people receive in financial aid. the more they will seek at the Telegraph Center.
"Where are we going to get what it takes to help the people?" asks Dickson, a
Southern Baptist home missionary.
Last year, 40 states froze or cut benefits in Aid to Families with Dependent
Children, according to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities in Washington. These
were reportedly the deepest AFDC cuts in at least a decade.

In addition, 27 of the 30 states with stare-funded general assistance programs cut
or froze the benefits. Ohio, for example, cut state benefits in half.
-more

-
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Earlier this year, Ohio made further cuts that resulted in increased demands on the
resources the Greater Cleveland Baptist Association, where David Fuller is director of
urban strategy.
Fuller, also a home missionary, concentrates his ministry in two governmentsubsidized housing projects in Cleveland's inner city. The ministry is a combination of
self-help seminars, Bible studies for new Christians and distribution of 5 , 0 0 0 pounds of
food a week to 4 0 0 to 450 families a month.
Despite the inevitable increase in requests for help, Fuller says he does not
totally oppose cutting welfare programs.
Some programs encourage illegitimate children by offering more money to women who
have additional babies, he says. Teen-agers who want to be on their own have a child so
they can receive welfare payments and move into an apartment, he says.
Fuller's complaint is that welfare changes do not go far enough.
"White, middle-class America says, 'These people have been on welfare long enough.
They've got to start paddling.' But we've got to teach them how to paddle," Fuller says.
Dickson urges Christians to examine their attitudes about people who receive welfare
and to *,getoutside the walls of the church and help meet these needs."
"Not everybody is out to get all they can" from the government, Dickson says. "Many
people have genuine needs."
One stereotype is that welfare recipients are too lazy to work. Dickson says 15
people work at the Telegraph Center as a requirement to receive financial aid.
"Any one of them would go to work now if they could find a job," Dickson says.
"There simply are not jobs here to be had."
One of Fuller's goals is to help create opportunities for people to work. He notes
that local stores overcharge for groceries because owners know people have no
transportation to other shops. He would like to establish a grocery store employing local
residents and charging fair prices for food.
Another home missionary, Chet Cantrell, director of the Christian Activity Center in
East St. Louis, Ill., adds people in poverty need more than food and jobs.
East St. Louis, across the Mississippi River from St. Louis, Mo., has been called
America's most miserable city. Once a thriving railroad and stockyard center, it is now
the fourth poorest city in the nation.
From his office, Cantrell stretches out his left hand to point out the city's "red
light district," He motions with his right hand to pinpoint neighborhoods controlled by
gangs.
"We're the neutral spot in between," Cantrell says.
the kids feel secure here."

"One reason we're so popular is

Some days 200 children come to the activity center after school for Bible stories,
crafts and games. They come because "we're like their surrogate parents," Cantrell says.
"We have rules and regulations. At home most of the kid raise themselves."
One of the center's calling cards is basketball. The center's team has been
champion of the city league three conseeurive years. Of the 33 bo$s who have been on the
varsity teams, 22 are now in college, in vocational training or wo~king.
Playing basketball helps the youth learn how to deal with conflict, Cantrell says.
-more-

-

-

6/24/92

Baptist Press

Page 4

"We teach them there are values that work better when you're mad at someone than
pulling a gun and shooting him," Cantrell says. "Every one of our kids has witnessed a
violent crime. We try to create a different kind of environment."
--3o--

Home missionary helps people
deal with reality of poverty

By Sarah Zimmerman

Baptist Press
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CLEVEZAND (BP)--David Fuller takes the stairs to the third floor apartment one
flight at a time.
A t each landing he stops and cautiously looks around the corner, praying his eyes
don't innocently observe a drug deal and his feet don't accidently trespass gang
territory.

Safely at the right door, he knocks while looking over his shoulder. A 12-year-old
opens the door just enough to see if Fuller is someone she should trust.
Fuller explains he i s trying to help the family upgrade its status in the housing
authority system to qualify for a better place to live.

The door opens far enough for Fuller to step inside the apartment where a television
entertains five siblings. The 12-year-old,the oldest, explains Mom is "out."
Fuller leaves a note for the mother then asks the 12-year-old if there is any food
in the house. She says "uh-huh" while the other children shake their heads.
The oldest child has probably been taught to say the family has everything it needs
so the children won't be taken from their mother, Fuller later explains. The younger
children have yet to learn that lesson.
Children with absentee mothers are a chronic dilemma for Fuller, director of urban
strategy for the Greater Cleveland Baptist Association.
His ministry centers around Brick City and Olde Cedar, two county housing projects
in Cleveland.
i
Brick City is Cleveland's center for drug abuse and violent crimes, Fuller says.
It's the kind of neighborhood where murder is a leading cause of death.
Olde Cedar is a step above Brick City. The buildings have been refurbished but
children playing on the sidewalk want to know if Fuller is the "candy man" - - street
jargon for drug dealer.
Fuller is quick to let people know he is not dealing drugs. Instead, he
help people "deal with the reality they find themselves living in."

tries to

That reality is clear during a Wednesday night Bible study. Participants are asked
for prayer requests. One woman asks for prayer for her cousin who is in the hospital
after her boyfriend abused her. Another wants prayer for her uncle who is in jail with a
gunshot wound. A mother asks for prayer for her 12-year-old son who was shot in the
knees. A child simply prays for God to keep her mother safe.
In Olde Cedar, Fuller attempts to reach residents through a combination of seminars
and food distribution.
Bi-weekly seminar topics range from buying nutritious food with food stamps to
maintaining a drug-free home. People who attend get a voucher for $50 worth of food at a
store that is open twice a week.
- -more-
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The store is stocked with food Fuller purchases from the Cleveland Food Bank when he
has the cash and the transportation.
One Monday in April the food bank quit selling Fuller food because he had an unpaid
balance of $3,000. On Wednesday Fuller received an unexpected check thar paid the bill.
The next week the van Fuller uses broke down. He and volunteers borrowed a car and
a station wagon to transport food to the housing project.
At times the stress of working in an inner city with inadequate resources can be
overwhelming.
Then a woman asks Fuller to come to her apartment. He arrives and realizes she
wants to make a profession of faith in Jesus Christ.
"People here need you. They're crying out for hope," Fuller says. "Why would you
go anywhere else?"
--3O-(BP) photo mailed to state Baptist newspapers by Atlanta bureau of Baptist Press.
Former crack addict becomes
integral part of ministry

By Sarah Zimmerman

Baptist Press
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CLEVELAND (BP)--Volunteer Jeremy McFather wants to believe the woman helping him
sort food is off cocaine.
Shirley Watts tells him how to know for sure. Look at her thumbs. If she is
abusing cocaine, her thumbs will be burned from holding the pipe.
Watts, 33, learned the trademarks of cocaine abuse from four years of addiction.
Desperation led her to Christ. Commitment led her to Cleveland.
Watts lived in a housing project with her five children in Fort Myers, Fla., when
she met David Fuller.
"1 didn't care too much for them," Watts says of Fuller and his partner Todd
O'Brien. "The kids told me they were preachers. I didn't believe that. I thought they
were undercover cops."

When Watts was $454 behind on rent and within a day of being evicted, she turned to
the preachers,
"They didn't ask me about my personal life," Watts recalls. "They just showed me
love." And they paid her rent.
Watts eventually learned to trust Fuller and accepted the Savior he proclaimed.
''After I repented of my sin, it was totally different. Nothing could g e t me high,"
Watts says.
Watts began telling people in Fort Myers about how Christ could change their lives.
But her past spoke louder than her words and no one believed her.

In the meantime, Fuller moved to Cleveland to begin a similar housing project
ministry. A year ago Watts took her family to Cleveland on a Greyhound bus so she could
serve with Fuller as a Mission Senice Corps volunteer.

--

he gives her a job and tries to stay out of her
Fuller says Watts is invaluable
way. Fuller also depends on Watts' expertise. Most of the time Fuller is street-wise
enough to know when people are being honest about their situations. Watts always knows.
--more-
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In Cleveland, people know Watts is being honest with them as well.
people's eyes popping when 1 tell them where I've been," she says.

"I get a lot of

At times Watts even has a hard time believing the changes Christ made in her life.
Before she became a Christian, Warts said she was "used to men coming into my life
and saying they love me then leaving me hurt." She was two months pregnant with her sixth
child when she accepted Christ.
That summer she attended a retreat in Toccoa, Ga., the conference center operated by
the Baptist Convention of Georgia.
She thought she had gone to heaven because the camp was so clean. But she had
trouble receiving the love showered upon her. "W'hen you've never been loved before, you
don't know how to accept love," she explains.
As a reminder of the time Watts learned to accept love and demonstrate Christ's love
to others, she named the daughter she was carrying in honor of the retreat center - Toccoa Georgia Watts.
--3o-Ethnic church starts
outpacing leadership
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By David Uinfrey

ATLANTA (BP)--Southern Baptist ethnic churches are being started faster than the
number of pastors being trained to lead them, say workers in language church development.
"There are many opportunities out in the field bur we just don't have enough ethnic
leaders to respond," said David Terry, associate to the director of the Southern Baptist
Home Mission Board's language church extension division.
From 1980 to 1990 the number of Southern Baptist congregations increased 6 percent
but language Southern Baptist churches increased 147 percent, he said.
In Texas, about 200 of the state's 890 Hispanic churches are without pastors, said
Jimmy Garcia, coordinator for ethnic missions for the Baptist General Convention of Texas.
"The growth of congregations is outpacing our ability to provide leaders," said
Joshua Grijalva, president of the Hispanic Baptist Theological Seminary in San Antonio,
Texas.

The lack of ethnic leadership across the convention can be attributed to a number of
reasons, from inadequate financing to poor recruitment efforts.
Terry added that any organization growing as fast as Southern Baptist ethnic
congregations is likely to have similar difficulties. "When an organization is growing
and young, it is needing leaders," he said. "You just don't have as many people."
I

Others say some ethnic Christians reject the call to pastoral ministry because it
means giving up a more financially promising career elsewhere.
Oscar Romo, director of the HMB's language church extension division, noted that
accepting a full-rime ministry position in an ethnic congregation is sometimes akin to
taking an oath of self-denial.
"We have to get people who are highly committed to what we do, whose commitment
comes before their own well being," he said.
--more-
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More ethnic Christians might accept a call to serve God if they could combine it
with their secular career, said Jose Hernandez, a director of ethnic leadership
development in the HMB's language church extension division.
"Traditionally, we have placed a limitation on God's calling" to be full-rime,
Herndndez said. "When a dual ministry person can stand equal to a full-time ministry
person, that's going to be a new day in Southern Baptist life.*
Romo notes that bivocational pastors often are less well-received in the community
than their full-time counterparts.
"To many groups, this is the man of God, and God should be able to take care of
him," Romo said. "That's why it's been very difficult to sell the idea of bivocational
ministry."
Garcia said many small ethnic churches lack trained pastors because they are
reluctant to send leaders away to seminary.
"It's a matter of survival for some," he said. "When you have 60, 70, 80 in a
church and one or two of your best leaders go, it makes a big difference."
To bridge the gap, Southern Baptist seminaries now sponsor ethnic leadership
development centers, offering theological training in the language of those b e h g trained,
Terry said. Meeting in associational offices or church classrooms, students can study
without leaving their jobs and families.
In 1991, 101 centers or branches trained 1,020 students in 13 languages, according
to the HMB language church extension division.
In New York, ethnic churches without leadership often are assigned to pastors in
training, said Steven Diaz, non-English language church director for the Baptisr
Convention of New York.
Terry also noted the need for Anglo and ethnic pastors to work together in their
associations. Ethnic pastors often report the reception they receive from their
association ranges from welcome to being ignored, Terry said.
Ethnic bivocational pastors have difficulties atrending associational meetings in
the middle of the day, he said.
"We encourage the association to take whatever steps they can to include ethnic
leaders," Terry said. And, "ethnic leaders have to make an effort to go to the
associational leaders to learn w h a ~is going on."
Romo added that ethnic churches face other issues, They include securing sufficient
materials and resources for their ministry.
"Some churches don't have the materials to conduct the biblical teachings in the
language of the people," he said.
Despite their difficulties, ethnic churches remain a fast-growing segment of
Southern Baptist life. In 1991, 4 6 6 ethnic Southern Baptist churches were started,
compared with 464 Anglo church starts and 79 black church starts.
Sunday, Aug. 9 is Southern Baptist Language Missions Day.
--3o*
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Southern Baptist language
congregations breakdown
ATLANTA (BP)--The following are estimated totals of the 6,125 language congregations
in the Southern Baptist Convention, broken down by ethnic group:
536
American Indian
Asian
1,376
Cambodian
90
Chinese
190
Filipino
309
Japanese
54
Korean
474
Lotian
120
Samoan
9
Thai
9
Vietnamese
108
Other
13
Asian Indian
17
Caribbean
181
759
Deaf
European
225
Hispanic
2,844
61
Middle Eastern
105
Multiethnic
Sub-Sahara African 21
Total

6,125

(Source: Home Mission Board's language church extension division.)

- -30- -

Missionary's arrival in Moscow
By Trennis Henderson
required 12-year pilgrimage

Baptist Press
6/24/92

MOSCOW (BP)--Leonid Brezhnev was in office, the Soviet Union was a superpower and
the Cold War was in full force when God called Me1 Skinner as a missionary to Russia. The
prospects of Skinner being able to fulfill that call looked scant.

Twelve years later, Boris Yeltsin is in office, the Soviet Union no longer exists,
the Cold War is history and Me1 Skinner is in Moscow as a Southern Baptist missionary.
"Twelve years ago, God specifically called me to be a church planter in Moscow,"
Skinner recounted. "Since rhen. God has been very faithful to keep that call before me."
And Skinner has been faithful in his response.
"Foreign missions has been my direction since then," he said. "Every decision I've
made since then was based on what God had called me to do."
Skinner, who grew up as a member of First Baptist Church in Trenton, Mo., said he
needed the 12-year lead time in order to be ready when the opportunity to move to Russia
finally came. During those years, he completed duty in the U.S. Air Force and earned
degrees from Southwest Baptist University in Bolivar, Mo., and Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. He also was pastor of Temple Baptist Church in
Stuttgarr, Germany, for the two years of ministry experience required for appointment by
the Foreign Mission Board.
While in Germany, Skinner and his wife, Nancy, had opportunity to accept,a career
missionary assignment there. "We fasted and prayed and wondered whether we were to stay
in Germany," Skinner said. They opted to wait for Russia's doors to open.
--more--
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The couple was still in Germany when the Berlin Wall came down and they sensed they
"would soon be able to come over to what was then the Soviet Union."
"The timing demonstrated God's sovereignty in wanting us to be here," Skinner
stated. "The first possible opportunity for us to come was the first opportunity for
anyone to come here" as missionaries.
The Skinners were appointed as FMB missionaries last summer and moved to Moscow in
January with 1-year-old daughter Sarah. They currently are studying Russian under the
guidance of tutor Julia Solovjova, a Russian Christian.
Learning Russian is a slow, challenging process, he acknowledged.
"You can put 22 different endings on an adjective to make it
he explained. "There are 72 different uses for a participle."

fit

into a sentence,"

But Skinner has waited much too long and traveled much too far to allow even the
Russian Cyrillic alphabet to derail his ministry goals.
He already had experienced "a couple of breakthroughs," getting to share
Russian-language tracts with people he has met and even being invited into the home of a
Russian man he met at the market.
Although the Foreign Mission Board allows missionaries up to two years to master a
new language, Skinner is anxious to complete language school and begin personal ministry
among the Russian people.
"Our lifestyles need to demonstrate what the Christian life is all about," he said.
"Russians need to know life doesn't have to be like a machine,
"They need to know that God isn't an ogre; that he loves them and wants to have a
personal relationship with them."
Skinner hopes to communicate those truths through an ambitious church-planting
strategy in Moscow.

--

"My vision is planting multiplying churches
churches that will plant other
churches," he explained. "The city of Moscow has 9 million people in it. If there were
1,000 churches in Moscow with 1,000 people each, that is only 10 percent of the
population.
"In the city of Moscow proper, there are apartment buildings after apartment
buildings after apartment buildings," he said. "Every one of those needs an evangelistic
Bible study with the purpose of starting new churches."
Skinner also plans to eventually help provide theological education opportunities
for Russian pastors. But his top priority is church planting.
"The church is what Jesus gave his blood for and the church is God's means for
winning the world," he emphasized.
In addition to studying Russian and planning future ministry strategy, Skinner also
has spent some time assisting Southern Baptist volunteers who have been part of the
Project Brotherhood food distribution effort in Moscow. The humanitarian aid project is
designed to help feed up to 56,000 needy Russians,
"There are a lot of folks who literally don't have the money,to buy the food rhey
need," Skinner remarked as he worked in a Moscow warehouse, helping repackage donated food
for distribution. "What we're giving them is not a big deal. But it might be enough to
take the pressure off their lives a while so they can just live.
- -more-
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"The other aspect (of Project Brotherhood) is symbolic
enough - - but I think it also is a genuine help."

--

and the symbolic may be

The one thing that distinguishes Skinner from the other Southern Baptists working in
the warehouse is that they will soon return to the comfortable, familiar surroundings of
the United States; he will not.
The Russian people "don't understand why I would be here," he noted. "So many of
them want to move to America. They can't: understand why anyone would walk away from
America to live here."
Skinner's general response to incredulous Muscovites is: "I have moved here with my
family and we want to live here the rest of our lives and tell people about God."
"We love it here," Skinner said. "There's no place else in the world we'd rather
live and there's nothing else we'd rather be doing. There's so much work to be done
here."
-30(BP) photo available upon request from Word & Way, Missouri Baptist newsjournal.

-

Missouri couple plays vital role
in success of Project Brotherhood

-

By Trennis Henderson

Baptist Press
6/24/92

MOSCOW (BP)--With his worn work clothes, baseball cap and tousled graying hair,
Denny Quinn doesn't fit the image of a diplomat. But the Missouri electrician, with his
quiet, low-key approach, gets the job done efficiently and effectively.
Quinn, who previously has been a mission volunteer in Haiti and Iran, and his wife,
Jenny, are spending three months in Moscow coordinating Project Brotherhood food
distribution efforts. The Quinns are members of Weldon Spring Baptist Church in St.
Charles, Mo.
The humanitarian aid effort, aimed at needy citizens throughout the former Soviet
Union, was initiated by the Baptist World Alliance and is being coordinated by the
Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission.
Quinn's patience and flexibility serve him well in his current volunteer ministry.
During their first several weeks in Moscow, the Quinns spent much of their time seeking to
secure bulk food to be repackaged by volunteers for distribution to those in need.
Southern Baptist volunteers, traveling to Moscow for two weeks each to repackage the
food in a rented warehouse, also have to practice flexibility. Extended Russian holidays
and lack of available bulk food often limit their number of productive workdays.
During their first two months on the job, the Quinns worked with more than 30
volunteers from Missouri, Alabama, Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, Tennessee and Texas.
During that time, they repackaged 14 tons of rice, 14 tons of flour and 9 tons of beans.
They also provided more than 16 tons of food to patients and staff members at a 2,400-bed
psychiatric hospital in Moscow.
But the real payoff began last month when workers distributed boxes of food to 82
families in a Moscow apartment project. Each family received four pounds of flour, four
pounds of rice, two pounds of beans and one gallon of vegetable oil. Each package also
contained a gospel tract.
Describing the actual food distribution as "an emotional time" for volunteers and
recipients alike, Quinn noted, "I think it is a ministry as much or more than it is a
feeding program."
--more--
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The food was distributed primarily to elderly people in the apartment complex.
"They liked everything and were very, very appreciative," Quinn said. "It seemed like the
vegetable oil was the most prized possession.
"Most of the people came down to the bus" to receive the food, he explained. "We
also got in eight or 10 apartments where the people couldn't come down. One lady had
broken her hip about three years ago and was still walking with a walker. One was a
younger man disabled during the Afghanistan war."
The apartment complex is home to George and Veda Rae Lozuk, appointed two years ago
as Southern Baptists' first missionaries to Russia. Quinn said Lozuk delivered one o f the
food packages to an elderly lady with failing eyesight. She showed Lozuk her New
Testament which she could no longer read and he responded by providing her a large-print
Bible.
Lozuk is hopeful the food distribution project will pave the way for a Bible study
in the apartment complex.
Food distributed through Project Brotherhood is targeted for members of nine
churches and 29 mission points in Moscow, as well as hospitals, kindergartens, boarding
houses and facilities for refugees, handicapped children and the elderly. The project is
expected to assist up to 56,000 people.
In order to receive the food packages, each church member must bring an unchurched
individual or family to receive a package as well. The effort is designed as an outreach
project that also should pay positive public relations dividends for the churches
involved.
Tim Nicholas, director of communications for the Mississippi Baptist Convention, was
among the volunteers who worked in the warehouse prior to the actual food distribution.
He described the experience as a "symbol that we're all one people. We've got a lot in
common. It says to the Russian people, 'We care about you and aren't going to forget
about you. ' "
Don Bigham, a businessman from Dallas, said the highlight of his two-week stint in
Moscow was getting to see "the people's faces, their strength of character, the way they
make do with what they have."
do.

Mrs. Quinn said she and her husband are in Moscow because "it's what God told us to
This was so different, we really had to say, 'This is your trip, Lord.'

...

"Our gift is service," Quinn explained. "We felt we could share Christ's love by
coming over here and helping people. We are showing people Christians care and we hope
that blossoms."
Thanks to the Quinns' Christian dedication and demeanor, those blossoms already are
budding.
"We see a big difference almost daily in the way people react to us," Quinn said.
"When we first got here, people didn't know what to think of Americans coming over. Now
they know why we're here. They see how we live and they're opening up to us."
The Russian people aren't accustomed to seeing Americans don work clothes and ride
an aging, dilapidated bus to a cold, dimly lit warehouse and spend the day in exhausting,
muscle-tightening manual labor. But that is what the Quinns and the rotating Southern
Baptist volunteer cast gladly do.

"The fork life drivers (in the warehouse complex) saw we weren't there to just stand
around and watch other people work," Quinn said. "That changed the attitude of a lot of
people."
-more-
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"It means a lot to them that we are volunteers and are paying our own way," Mrs.
Quinn added.
As the Quinns have gotten to know the Russian people, learned their way around
Moscow and hosted dozens of volunteers, perhaps the highest compliment came from Julia
Solovjova, a Russian interpreter and tour guide who works closely with the Missouri
Baptist couple.
"They are Muscovites," she said of the Quinns.
Russian culture as they can."

"They try to understand as much of

Noting that many "rich Americans" provide aid in order to gain publicity or other
personal benefits, she said the Quinns "understand their mission is different. ... They
have given a good example to follow."
--3o-(BP) photo available upon request from Word & Way.
Baptist Press

Baptist colleges should educate
students to demonstrate compassion

6/24/92
By Larry D. Brumley

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)--Denominational colleges should seek to educate students who
are not only capable but who also demonstrate compassion, Ernest L. Boyer told more than
700 Southern Baptist educators June 22 at the National Conference on IntegratFng Personal
Faith and Professional Discipline.
Boyer, president of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching,
delivered the keynote address at the Southern Baptist Education Commission-sponsored
conference at Samford University in Birmingham.
A product of a church-related college himself, Boyer outlined four priorities
denominational institurions should follow to achieve the goal of educating students who
demonstrate competence in their subject fields as well as a sense of purpose.

The four priorities are based on making "connections," Boyer said. Connections
through the sacredness of language; through a curriculum with coherence that "reveals the
creation of our Lord"; through cross-cultural understanding that allows students to
discover the dignity of every human being by integrating faith and learning; and through a
life of dedicated service.
"Denominational education means teaching students that language is a scared trust
and that honesty is the obligation we assume when we're empowered with the use of words,"
Boyer said. "We are all connected through the use of symbols."
Students at denominational colleges also should study a core of common learning that
gives them a more coherent view of knowledge and a more integrated, more reverential view
of life, Boyer said.

"The task of the denominational college is to go beyond the disciplines and
departments, which are only means to larger ends, and give to students a sense of
wholeness, helping them through a core curricu1um;discovering the mystery and majesty of
God's creation. The harsh truth is that on most college campuses today, including almost
all of our church-related institutions, general education is frankly an exercise in
trivial pursuit. Students are offered a grab-bag of isolated courses, they complete the
required credits, but what they fail to gain is a sense of the awesome miracle of the
natural world, and all of the wonder and the mystery disappears.
- -more-

-
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"We cannot live, either socially or intellectually, in a disconnected world," Boyer
said. "I'm suggesting that church-related schools and colleges have both an educational
and an ethical obligation to help students discover the connections across the disciplines
and to give them a more integrated view of knowledge and a more reverential, authentic
view of life."
A third priority for denominational institutions is to help students gain a global
perspective and help them understand connections across the cultures by becoming
increasingly familiar and respectful of traditions other than their own.

"In our deeply divided world, students must begin to understand that while we're all
separate and unique, we are at the same time deeply dependent on each other, and that we
do in fact have very much in common," Boyer said.
"Students at denominational colleges should learn to celebrate the uniqueness of
every culture. They should take great satisfaction in their own distinctive
characteristics
those that make them a very special creature unique in God's creation.
Students in our colleges should also learn to celebrate the connections across the
cultures. Prejudice must be reduced. Hatred cannot be advanced in these places which
preach Christian love."

--

A final priority for denominational colleges is to help students form convictions
and make connections between what they learn and how they live.
"I'm convinced that education simply cannot be divorced from values. George
Steiner, the British philosopher, reminded us that a man who is intellectually advanced
can at the same time be morally bankrupt.
"A church-related school or college must above all help students not only get
credentialed, but discover a divine meaning for their existence. I do not suggest a
program of indoctrination, nor do you. Rather the goal should be to create in every
classroom a climate that makes honorable the quest that encourages the search for deeper
meaning - - one in which professors are models for their students as they themselves
integrate faith and learning."

Boyer said he is convinced America's young people are ready to be inspired by a
larger vlsion.
"And so it is, when all is said and done, the purpose of the denominational college
is to educate students who are not only capable, but have compassion. In the end they
must learn that it's more blessed to give than to receive."
*30-Larry Brumley is assistant vice president for university relations at Mercer University in
Macon, Ga.

-

Hester lecturer sees hope and

chaLLenge in college 'soul'

Baptist Press

By Herb Hollinger

6/24/92

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)--Despite tremendous pressure to conform to standards set by
major universities, evangelical colleges should consider the crisis an opportunity to
define a new task for themselves intellectually.
Duke University theologian George Marsden said evangelical Christians should not
feel "we have to catch up with the ideological procession" in America in an address to a
national conference of the Association of Southern Baptist Colleges and Schools in
Birmingham.
- -more-
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"We have nothing to apologize for, intellectually, by relating our faith to our
disciplines," Marsden told about 700 Southern Baptist faculty and administrators at
Samford University June 23 for the association's National Conference on Integrating
Personal Faith and Professional Discipline. Marsden spoke on "The Soul of the American
University" in his H.I. Hester Lecture.
Marsden recounted the development of the American university from the 19th century
as an instrument of mainline Protestant thinking. That ideal sought ultimately to
separate itself from authoritarianism seen in Catholicism and built an ideology on
morality and human goodness. It was "freedom of choice versus authoritarianism," Marsden
said.
However, by the end of the 19th century evangelical Protestantism was removed from
the university influence because reformers saw biblical authority as limiting freedom of
choice.
"They (the reformers) thought they were advancing God's kingdom through the progress
of civilization; they equated that with Christianity," Marsden said.
But the liberal universiries began to fade in the 1950s, Marsden said, and collapsed
in the 1960s.
While it will be difficult because of the political ramifications, Marsden said this
crisis has opened doors in the American university scene for traditional evangelical
Christianity.
"We need to do it in a non-empirical way," Marsden said, "but we can be one voice
among many, one among various positions in a pluralistic society."
Marsden cited four ways this can happen:

1) By relating faith to academic writings and teachings, toward raising the
essential consciousness in American academics.
2) By strengthening opportunities for Christian graduate studies. "There is
pitifully little in America for graduate study guided by Christian presuppositions."
3) By strengthening institutions where Christian traditions have been strong in the
past, recognizing Christian intellectuals and building these kinds of communities not just
in theological persuasions but in all disciplines.

4) By urging that religious beliefs need to be respected. "We should not feel we
have to catch up with the ideological procession in America. We have nothing to apologize
for."
In a question-and-answersession, Marsden responded to concerns about current
conservatism in the Southern Baptist Convention by advocating a balance between commitment
to traditional Christian beliefs and to freedoms.
"There are needs for guidelines but also some leeway. The middle positions are the
most difficult to hold," Marsden said.
- -30-

-

Faculty panel explores ways
to mesh faith, discipline

By Larry D. Brumley

Baptist Press
6/24/92

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)--The challenges of integrating persanal faith and professional
discipline a t Baptist colleges and universities differ by academic,disciplines and by
campuses, but one common element in the process is the personal commitment of faculty and
staff to strive for such integration, according to three Baptist college faculty members.
1
--more-
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Demonstrating faith to students is still primarily an individual decision, according
to faculty members William Mitchell of Oklahoma Baptist University, Erdie Morris of Grand
Canyon University and Mary Evelyn Collins of Hardin-Simmons University, The three-member
panel presented their reflections on the subject during the Southern Baptist Education
Commission-sponsored Conference on Integrating Personal Faith and Professional Discipline
on the campus of Samford University in Birmingham, June 22-24.
Mitchell, professor of English at OBU, said faculty members often fail in their
attempts to integrate their faith in the educational process because "the spirit is
willing but the practice is consistently weak. We don't teach by the models of Jesus
because we lose hold of his purpose."
Mitchell cited specific attitudes in academia that hinder the integration of faith
an arrogant state of mind stemming from
and discipline, including the "Jehovah complexN
some faculty members' aim of supremacy in the classroom. The attitude of "it's pretty
hard to stay humble when we're as good as we are" is a reflection of the Jehovah complex,
Mitchell said.

--

The focus is wrong, he said. Instead of seeking to impress students, faculty
members should seek to deeermine what individual students need and'determine how they can
be a resource to their pupils.
Substituting high professional standards for Christian scholarship and a "ruinous"
attitude of skepticism also interfere with integration.
"High professional standards are essential and admirable," he said, "but Christian
scholarship isn't weak. We need to avoid mindless, mechanical professionalism
the kind
of professionalism that leads to cold detachment from students' needs."

--

Mitchell said a tough, critical mind is not incompatible with faith and hope.
"Assumptions must be critiqued but they must be critiqued from an attitude of hope."
Burnout and compassion fatigue also contribute to a failure to integrate faith and
discipline, he said.
"The main effort is going to have to be a personal one," Mitchell said. "It must be
fought out in the minds and hearts of the teachers. That model is found in the gospel."
Morris, a biology professor at Grand Canyon, cited specific activities designed to
facilitate the integration of faith and discipline at his institution.
As an initial step, Grand Canyon conducted an environmental assessment to determine
perceptions among faculty and students about the level of integration on the campus. The
university also sponsored workshops to stimulate discussion of techniques to encourage
integration and encouraged greater student-faculty interaction outside the classroom to
probe expectations.

Morris listed three criteria for achieving the highest level of integration: 1)
faith activities should be voluntary; 2) formal activities should originate with faculty;
and 3) positive reinforcement should be used with faculty to encourage future activities.
Administrators can support integration by giving faculty more time outside the classroom
to interact with students and to develop interdisciplinary curricula to supplement extracurricular activities,
Although activities can help build awareness of methods to integrate faith and
discipline, its success ultimately depends on individual effort, Morris said.
Collins, an associate professor of communications, urged facblty and administrators
to look at students as gifts and to love them in a way that will encourage them to "come
to us" for help when they need it.
-more-
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She also said faculty members can demonstrate their faith through their
relationships with colleagues. "Students notice when we dislike one another - - when we do
not act like a community that loves one another."
-30--
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Swiss-Kazakh festival
to follow American model

By Beth Sammons

Baptist Press
6/24/92

DZHAMBUL, Kazakhstan (BP)--Southern Baptists will work with about 100 Christians
from Switzerland, Germany and Italy this summer to conduct the first Swiss-Kazakh Festival
in Dzhambul, Kazakhstan.
The festival, planned for July 18-Aug. 2, is being modeled after the Kazakh-American
festival last summer in Alma-Ata, capital of the newly independent central Asian republic.
More than 300 Southern Baptists representing a variety of fields traveled to Kazakhstan to
share their professional expertise, culture and faith with the Kazakh people.
Gunter Heini, a German coordinating the festival, would like to see the same kind o f
friendships form between European Christians and Kazakhs in Dzharnbul.
"We hope the people coming will get to know something of the Kazakhs - - their
country and culture - - and to see whether they could work here long term," Heini said.
"For the Kazakhs, we hope they will enjoy getting to know people from another country and
that the festival will create spiritual interest among
Dzhambul, population 300,000, is an industrial and cultural center in southern
Kazakhstan and one of the few areas populated predominately by Kazakhs. Ethnic Russians
numerically dominate many areas of the former Soviet republic,
More than $12 million in humanitarian aid has flowed into the former Soviet republic
as a result of last year's Kazakh-American festival. In addition, many Southern Baptists
and others have made commitments to pray for or work among the Kazakh people.

A follow-up project to the upcoming festival will be a chicken farm and hatching
factory the Swiss plan to establish.
A Swiss Christian has donated 21 chicken-hatching machines that can hatch 160,000
chickens every three weeks. Every part of the process, from the laying of the eggs to the
slaughtering of the chickens, will be done in Dzhambul.
"The purpose of the chicken farm is to found a business where people can see that
each person is a necessary link in the chain, where people can see how fair business is
run and also to help develop the country - - to create some places for work for Kazakhs and
to help build friendships with them," Heini said.

"I think this is necessary, otherwise they won't believe you. People come and say,
'We like you. we love you,' and then two weeks later they disappear. This will be a gift
to the Kazakh people - - to let them know we want to help them more than just for two
weeks. "

This type of business might employ 40 people in Switzerland, but in Dzhambul it will
involve three or four times that. "It's absolutely new so people will have to learn step
by step," Heini said.
Brian Grim. vice president of the Central Asian Foundation, said Southern Baptists
will be helping "fill in the blanks" while European Christians recruit personnel to work
in the Dzhambul region. Grim, based in Kazakhstan, is a Southern Baptist.
--more--
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An opportunity exists for Southern Baptists interested in helping develop the
chicken farm into a model economic project. People interested in volunteering time or
know-how can contact Cooperative Services International, the Southern Baptist aid
organization that relates to the Central Asian Foundation, at P.O. Box 6767, Richmond, Va.
23230.
"Southern Baptists have donated tons of humanitarian aid supplies" to Kazakhstan,
'not
Grim said, "One continuing request for the Kazakh people is that we assist them
just giving them fish but teaching them how to fish.' We consider this a project of that
sort."

--

- -30--
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June 25, 1992
Graduation prayer decision
'outrageous,' CLC's land says

92-103

By Tom Strode

WASHINGTON (BP)--The Supreme Court's decision prohibiting prayer at a public school
graduation was decrled by representatives of the Southern Baptist Convention's religious
liberty agency as a denial of religious expression.
In a June 24 opinion by Justice Anthony Kennedy, the court ruled, 5-4, that a Rhode
Island school board coerced student participation in religion and thereby violated the
Establishment Clause of the First Amendment when it enlisted a Jewish rabbi to offer an
invocation and benediction at a junior high commencement.
"The outrageous Supreme Court decision in the Lee v. Weisman case is one more giant
step in the encroachment of the secular state upon a religiously pluralistic society,"
said Richard D. Land, executive director of the Southern Baptist Christian Life
Commission.
"Once again, the court has confused secularism with religious pluralism," Land said.
public school from which voluntary religious observance is 'segregated' does nothing to
promote pluralism or tolerance of the religious diversity of our nation. Who could have
imagined that while the walls of separation between the secular state and the people's
right to freedom of religious expression are coming down on one side of the former Iron
Curtain, they continue to be erected on its supposedly free side?"
"A

Land promised a nfight for the freedom for religious expression guaranteed by the
First Amendment to the Constitution until we prevail."
The court's concern was not balanced, CLC general counsel Michael Whitehead said.
1

"The Kennedy majority worries that the objector or dissenter will get the message
the state is approving of religion," Whitehead said. "The majority does not seem to worry
that the average student may get the message that our legal system finds religion to be
not just irrelevant to public life bur illegal to practice in public school. What other
subject is treated as too dangerous to discuss? None. Religion alone has been made the
super-obscenity.

"We wish the court had agreed that this commencement prayer was such a place where
students could witness religious expression. But we will hold the court to its promise
that government must accommodate religious expression."
The decision did not ban all graduation prayers, however, Whitehead said.
"Fortunately the decision is limited to the specific facts in this case," Whitehead
said. "School officials made the decision TO have prayer, made the invitation to the
rabbi and otherwise controlled the prayer and the program. This case does not prohibit
student-initiated,student-led prayers or religious expression at commencements or other
school functions.
"School officials who wish to accommodate religious expression should not give up
because of this case. I encourage them to keep working with parents and students to
develop plans which let students do the deciding or inviting or praying."
-more-
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Justice Antonin Scalia, who wrote a sharply critical dissent, acknowledged the
court's opinion does not prohibit all religious exercise at graduations.
Prayers "will be able to be given at public-school graduations next June, as they
have for the past century and a half, so long as school authorities make clear that anyone
who abstains from screaming in protest does not necessarily participate in the prayers,"
Scalia wrore.
The CLC had filed a brief asking the court to not only uphold graduation prayer but
revise its two-decade-old Establishment Clause standard, known as the Lemon test. The
Baptist Joint Committee, whose relationship with the Southern Baptist Convention was
severed by messengers earlier in June, joined a brief asking the justices to rule the
prayers in the case unconstitutional and to maintain its current standard.

"I sympathize with those who see in this decision the awesome specter of all
religion being banned from public life, however, I cannot imagine why anyone would defend
rituals that divide, trivialize and balkanize," said James Dunn, BJC executive director.
"I don't hanker to protect and perpetuate 'nonreligious prayers.' What an oxymoron!
Watered-down, lowest-common-denominator,state-sponsored religion is worse than worthless.
"Religious leaders can complain and carry on or be constructive," Dunn said. "We
can advance ecumenical cooperation, promote voluntary baccalaureate services, celebrate
shared values and demonstrate rhe faith we profess. The Baptist Joint Committee will try
to lead the way."
BJC general counsel Oliver Thomas said, "Weisman is a school prayer decision, pure
and simple. It should not be interpreted as mandating a naked public square or banning
religion from public life, The court has simply reiterated that it is none of the
business of government to sponsor and promote religious exercises in public schools.

"It's unclear what prevailing legal standard will be used in other Establishment
Clause cases," Thomas said. "Whether it's a coercion rest or Lemon, we can take heart a
majority of rhe justices still take Mr. Jefferson's wall (of separation between church and
state) seriously. It's more than a strand of barbed wire."
In his majority opinion, Kennedy said there was no reason to reconsider Lemon in the
case because of the school's pervasive involvement in religion.

In his dissent, Scalia said the majority had replaced Lemon, in effect, with a
"psycho-coercion test" to be used as "the bulldozer of its social engineering." The court
"has gone beyond the realm where judges know what they are doing," he said,
President George Bush expressed disappointment with the decision.
"While we must remain neutral toward particular religions and protect freedom of
conscience," Bush said, "we should not remain neutral toward religion itself. In this
case, I believe that the court has unnecessarily cast away the venerable and proper
American tradition of nonsectarian prayer at public celebrations."

In its brief, the CLC asked for accommodation of prayers controlled by the person
offering them and rejected nonsectarian prayers.
Kennedy said religion could be expected to interact with students during the
educational process but the facts in Lee v. Weisman made the case a matter of government
coercion and not accommodation of religion.
- -more--
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The state "directed and controlled the content of the prayer" when the principal
invited the rabbi to pray and told him the prayers should be nonsectarian, Kennedy wrote.
An indirect pressure to stand or remain silent during the prayers is "as real as any overt
compulsion" and mandated the graduates take part.in a religious exercise, his opinion
said. The fact attendance was not required of the graduates is "formalistic in the
extreme" and had no bearing because of the event's importance to the students, Kennedy
said.
"What
nonbeliever
nonbeliever
a religious

to most believers may seem nothing more than a reasonable request that the
respect their religious practices, in a school context may appear to the
or dissenter to be an attempt to employ the machinery of the State to enforce
orthodoxy," Kennedy said.

Kennedy was joined in the majority by Justices Blackmun, O'Connor, Souter and
Stevens. Joining Scalia as dissenters were Chief Justice Rehnquist and Justices Thomas
and White.
The graduation prayers were neither coercive nor controlled by the state, Scalia
said. The students stood for the Pledge of Allegiance before the invocation, he said.
"The government can, of course, no more coerce political orthodoxy than religious
orthodoxy," Scalia wrote. "Moreover, since the Pledge of Allegiance has been revised ...
to include the phrase 'under God,' recital of the Pledge would appear to raise the same
Establishment Clause issue as the invocation and benediction. If students were
psychologically coerced to remain standing during the invocation, they must also have been
psychologically coerced, moments before, to stand for (and thereby, in the Court's view,
take part in or appear to take part in) the Pledge."
Blackmun wrote a concurring opinion in which he said coercion is not the only basis

for violation of the Establishment Clause but government must not participate in religion
at all.
The case was appealed to the Supreme Court after lower courts ruled as
unconstitutional the rabbi's invocation and benediction mentioning God at a 1989 junior
high commencement in Providence, R,I. Daniel Weisman, who is Jewish and whose daughter,
Deborah, was in the graduation class, filed suit. Weisman said he first complained to the
school in 1986 when his older daughter, Merith, was in a junior high graduation which
included a request by a Baptist minister for participants to express gratitude to Jesus
Christ.
The CLCfs Land said, "As Time magazine observed last December (Dec. 9 , 1991) in
answer to the question posed on its cover, 'Has separation of church and state gone too
far?': 'For God to be kept out of the classroom or out of Americafs public debate ...
serves no one's interests. That restriction prevents people from drawing on this
country's rich and diverse religious heritage for guidance, and it degrades the nation's
moral discourse by placing a whole realm of theological reasoning out of bounds. The
price of that sorr of quarantine, at a time of moral dislocation, is - - and has been
far too high. The courts need to find a better balance between separation and
accommodation
and Americans need to respect the new religious freedom they would gain
as a result. '

--

--

"I agree wholeheartedly with Time's assessment.
had listened to it,' Land said.
--3o--
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By Paul Brock

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)--Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest,
N.C. has received notice from the Association of Theological Schools (ATS) that the
Commission on Accreditation has placed the seminary on probation for two years. ATS
indicated the school had failed to show the conditions cited in the June 1991 Hshow-cause"
order had been remedied.
President-elect Paige Patterson received the communication from ATS during his
second week of transition with President Lewis A. Drummond. Patterson said while this
action was not unexpected, nevertheless it was "not a particularly pleasant welcome" to
the school.
Patterson was pleased to note that in their adopted statement, ATS provided explicit
continued approval of the seminary's degree programs during the period of probation. "We
are grateful that our students can be confident of continuing recognition of their
academic and professional endeavors by the academic community.
"The complete satisfaction of the accrediting agencies remains in the priority
position for the immediate future. Obviously, many other things have to be done, but chis
is p a r a m o ~ n t ,said
~
Patterson.
Patterson indicated it is his contention neither accreditation agency has requested
anything of the seminary that is unconscionable. "Furthermore, every expectation which
has been stated is reasonable and able to be accomplished by the school within the two
years granted."
Patterson noted the seminary is preparing for the 10-year reaffirmation visir from
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) in September. "We are hopeful
that this visit will be the beginning of a significant upturn in satisfying the
requirements of the accrediting agencies."
Patterson said the seminary has become like a "taffy" school. "It is constantly
being pulled in various directions by its supporting constituencies and its past."
The letter from Daniel 0. Aleshire, associate director of ATS indicated "it is too
soon to tell if the recently adopted purpose and mission statement can serve effectively
as a basis for making crucial institutional decisions, or if the document will serve as an
'enabling' rather than 'inhibiting' function as the standards require."
Patterson noted the expression "too soon" and said it was his persuasion that ATS
has seemingly taken note of the recent actions of the institution, but felt it would take
time to ascertain the effectiveness of the new procedures.
The ATS notations included an inadequate number of faculty in Christian education;
the need for better evaluation procedures; needed improvements in the general tone of the
school; a reference to inappropriate control by the governing board and to faculty members
being unduly diverted from essential tasks.
The commission has called upon the school to make a major report during the spring
of 1994 to provide evidence that patterns of cooperation have been achieved in relations
among trustees, administration and faculty.

ATS also indicated the institution must report to the commission it has set
appropriate goals for the allocation of the resources of the seminary in serving its
constituencies.
-30I
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By Robert O'Brien

EL PASO, Texas (BP)--Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board trustees unanimously
elected Samuel M. James, a 30-year missions veteran, to lead Southern Baptist work in
Europe and laid the groundwork for a September dialogue with European Baptist leaders.
Trustees, meeting June 22-24 in El Paso, Texas, also voted to discuss issues of
concern between the board and the Southern Baptist Woman's Missionary Union and announced
a retirement package for board President R. Keith Parks.
In other action, trustees voted to begin mission work in Aruba, an island off the
coast of northwest Venezuela in the Netherlands Antilles, and appointed 32 missionaries
and reappointed two others.
They also passed a resolution congratulating Southern Baptists and Foreign Mission
Board staff and missionaries for a job well done in reaching new levels in giving to the
annual Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and in overseas baptisms and church starts. The
resolution noted that trustees "are grieved that there is a perception that 1991 was less
than a banner year for Southern Baptists and the Foreign Mission Board."

The missionary appointment service was held in conjunction with the annual meeting
of the Mexican Baptist Convention of Texas, which convened in El Paso on the 100th
anniversary of Baptist Spanish-speaking work in Texas' westernmost city, bordering Juarez,
Mexico.
James, 60, area director for East Asia since 1985, was elected as vice president for
Europe, the Middle East and North Africa. He succeeds Isam Ballenger, who took early
retirement, along with Europe area director Keith Parker, in protest of what they termed
the trustees' "global agenda" to enforce theological orrhodoxy overseas.
Ballenger's and Parker's action followed a controversial decision by trustees to
defund the Baptist Theological Seminary in Ruschlikon, Switzerland.
Trustees voted unanimously at the June meeting to "affirm that we have only one
global agenda and that is evangelism that results in churches." They said they "do not
have a global agenda to export any perceived controversy to any Baptist body with which we
partnership."
In related actions, trustees confirmed "the general tonen of a visit and a letter
from board leaders to European leaders in May. They said they "desire discussions with
the European Baptist Federation to develop future partnership" on the basis of "mutual
trust, happy cooperation and equal partnership in all our relationships."
Trustees also "unreservedly and unequivocallyn expressed agreement with the Dorfweil
Statement adopted by European Baptists last January in the wake of the defunding of the
Ruschlikon seminary. The statement, voted at a meeting in Dorfweil, Germany, said future
cooperation will call for mutual respect, spiritual freedom, moral integrity, genuine
consultation and reciprocal sharing between Southern Baptists and European Baptists.
Foreign Mission Board trustees said affirmation of the Dorfweil Statement "is not a
new policy, but a new expression of principles we have historically supported, do now
support and will continue to support."
Board staff and trustees hope to meet with European Baptist leaders in September at
a time and place to be announced to discuss future relationships.
The motion on Woman's Missionary Union reaffirmed the Foreign Mission Board's "deep
appreciation for its long-time relationship with Woman's Missionary Union and for the
enormous support this relationship has brought to the cause of foreign missions."
- -more--
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But it asked FMB President Parks, board chairman John Jackson and trustees Karen
Gilbert and Phyllis Randall to "arrange for a dialogue with their c,ounterpartsat WMU and
discuss ways in which this long-time relationship may be strengthened." Gilbert is the
board's recording secretary. Randall chairs the trustee human resources committee.
Part of the dialogue will center around concern about other relationships which WMU
might develop. The Southern Baptist auxiliary provides home and foreign missions
education for women and girls and promotes Southern Baptists' annual home and foreign
missions offerings.
The motion specified that the dialogue "include a discussion of the Foreign Mission
Board's concern that the (historical) support not be diluted by relationships between WMU
and a non-Southern Baptist or quasi Southern Baptist missions agency."
Reportedly, the WMU has been asked to consider helping the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship, an organization of moderate Southern Baptist churches formed in protest to the
Southern Baptist Convention's current orientation.

On the subject of relationships with overseas Baptist bodies, trustees affirmed "the
right of all, repeat all, national bodies to work with other missions entities without
jeopardizing their partnership with the Foreign Mission Board," That would include the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, which has already begun to launch missions work in Europe,
Parks' modest retirement package was recommended "at his own request and consistent
with his lifestyle of sacrificial service," according to a motion passed by trustees, who
took note of the "meritorious service" of Parks and his wife, Helen Jean.
Trustees said the package closely parallels benefits received by Baker James
Cauthen, former FMB president, whom Parks succeeded in 1980.
Parks' package includes the gift of a 1990 Ford, provided by the FIB, which he has
driven for two years; a retirement reception; dedication of an upcoming book on the m's
150-year history to him and Mrs. Parks; a book of letters of appreciation from persons
around the world; and expenses for him and Mrs. Parks to attend the annual Southern
Baptist Convention meetings and missions week at the Southern Baptist conference centers
for life "unless he were to be employed by another mission-sending agency."
Some have thought Parks, who announced retirement because of philosophical
differences with trustees, might join another missions agency. But he has said he hasn't
yet decided what work he will do in the future,

--

Parks will also receive the normal FMB staff retirement benefits
a lump-sum gift
of $100 for each year of service ($3,800), a $40,000 term life insurance policy, medical
insurance coverage for him and his wife and a pension accrued through contributions over
the years to the Southern Baptist annuity program.
On the first night of the board meeting, trustees viewed a video of Parks' report to
the Southern Baptist Convention which some trustees had criticized because of Parks'
statement that the convention controversy had hurt Southern Baptist foreign missions. But
no discussion followed.
The trustee search committee seeking a candidate for the next president of the
Foreign Mission Board met again during the El Paso meeting but issued no progress report
James will assume his duties July 1 as vice president for Europe, the Middle East
and North Africa but overlap until mid-August with interim vice president Winston Crawley,
a retired FMB administrator.
A native of Liberty, N.C., James and his wife, the former Rach 1 Kerr of Durham,
N.C.,, were appointed missionaries to Vietnam in 1962. He served in evangelism, church
planting and theological education, including the founding and presidency of the Vietnam
Baptist Theological Seminary in Saigon.
--more--
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He was named a field representative (now called associate to the area director) for
East Asia in 1976. In 1980, he came to the Foreign Mission Board offices in Richmond,
Va., where he oversaw the development of Southern Baptists' new Missionary Learning Center
and the missionary training program until he became area director for East Asia in 1985.
- -30-(BP) photo mailed to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of Baptist Press.
Former FNB trustee chairman
reflects on joys, agonies

Baptist Press

By Harv Knox

6/25/92

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)--Bill Hancock enjoyed the highest highs and endured the lowest
lows of his ministry during his tenure on the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board,
Hancock, pastor of Highview Baptist Church in Louisville, Ky., was an FMB trustee
from 1984 until he rotated off the board this summer, serving the last two years as
chairman.
On one hand, Hancock enjoyed his participation in the missions enterprise immensely.
He witnessed some of the greatest strides in missions expansion and innovation the church
has seen.

"The greatest joy in my life is being a pastor," he noted, "but the greatest
experience of my life was being on the Foreign Mission Board."
On the other hand, however, Hancock was chairman for two of the board's most
tumultuous years. Trustees created a storm of controversy last fall when they cut funding
for the Baptist Theological Seminary at Ruschlikon, Switzerland. Then, this spring, board
President Keith Parks announced his retirement - - three years earlier than planned - - due
to "philosophical differences" with trustees.
"By the end of my tenure as chairman, I was viewed by both sides (SBC conservatives
and moderates) as contributing to the problem," Hancock said in an interview. "I felt
like a person with the plague. Nobody on either side wanted to get close to me."
Looking back, Hancock said much of the recent agony and conflict could have been
avoided.
"For example, Ruschlikon could have been handled better had we met with the European
Baptists beforehand and negotiated," he explained. He would have preferred to give the
school a grant for the $365,000 that: already had been pledged and then negotiate plans to
"work out the future" of relationships between the board and the seminary.
"There were things happening on both sides that were not on top of the table," he
added: Seminary officials launched a U.S. development campaign withour notifying the
board and F'MB trustees acted impatiently and in confrontation with FMB staff.
"That was the most painful thing we did in my eight years," he said, noting the
problem between the board and seminary had been recurring since 1975 and "had not been
dealt with responsibly by trustees or staff."
Although saying the timing and methods were wrong, Hancock added: "We did the right
thing. ... That will be proven in the future, by the use of missions money, by offerings',
by the work."

The issue of Parks' rerirement also was painful and Hancock said he wished the
missions leader had decided to remain as president through 1995.
"My experience of working with Dr. Parks was tremendously good," Hancock said. "I
learned from him and appreciate his heart for missions and his contributions to th
Southern Baptist cause and enterprise."
--more--
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A sore spot for trustees, however, was Parks' practice of keeping his intentions - such as his decision to retire this fall - - to himself until a dramatic final
announcement, Hancock added. "Dr. Parks could have helped himself if he had communicated
more effectively. I'm baffled, what with his communication and administrative skills.
That hurt with a whole lot of trustees.

"In view of the environment in the convention, some were suspicious that he was up
to something. He wasn't at all. That's just his manner."
Despite the pain of conflict with Parks and the president's impending departure,
Hancock said he "saw God move in ways to bring reconciliation that could enable Dr. Parks
to stay."
"In February, the media expected Dr. Parks to be fired and God dissolved the
tension. ... We found out in the course of the meering Dr. Parks was not reading it as we
were reading it, and he asked for a vote of affirmation. We were confused - - spiritually
and administratively.
"We did not want to interfere with what God was doing. We were preparing to have
him (Parks) stay through 1995 but we could not respond in a matter of a few minutes,"
A month later, at a special prayer retreat for trustees, Parks and top FMB staff,
Parks announced his decision to retire in October. And even though he wished Parks
wouldn't step down, Hancock said that retreat was a high spiritual experience. Trustees,
staff and other Southern Baptists were divided over whether they wanted Parks to leave or
stay but the spiritual aura of that meeting helped participants find peace with Parks'
decision, Hancock said.

"The Spirit of God came upon that meeting," Hancock said. "I've never been broken
by God more than I was in that meeting."
Now, Southern Baptists and their Foreign Mission Board must look to the future,
Hancock stressed, adding he is optimistic about whar he sees.
"The FMB family is dedicated and committed to what Southern Baptists want to do," he
said. "As far as I'm concerned, the board is healthy and doing well, The new president
will inherit the best missionaries, staff and trustees,"

He credited "the confidence and faith of the churches" in making the board strong.
The "miracles of missionaries" also add to that strength, he said. "Our bread and
butter is the missionary out in the field. I found them going beyond the call of duty,
worthy of our trust and support."
The stateside staff is another factor, he added. "I have nothing but commendations
Southern Baptists have no reason to fear (the
for our executive and support staff.
upcoming transition). The critical aspects of our mission enterprise - - expertise,
commitment and experience
will nor be disrupted."

...

--

And the trustees, despite their detractors, are an asset, Hancock said. "I didn't
find a person who came on the trustee board whose commitment was not for supporting the
principles established by the ??MB for doing missions. Trustees are comparable to the type
person we're seeing in the secular world - - inquisitive, wanting to be involved,
Neither the staff nor the missionaries could do the job they are doing
supportive.
without the support of trustees."

...

Hancock predicted tensions between FMB administration and trustees will diminish
with the arrival of a new president. But differences in philosophy between board
presidents and trustees are not new, he added, noting Parks' predecessor, Baker James
Cauthen, disagreed with trustees over the function of volunteers in missions.
--more--
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"Whoever the new president might be, anyone with vision and a board of trustees on
the cutting edge of missions will find differences of opinion," Hancock said. Those
tensions can be a healthy by-product of aggressive concern for spreading the gospel, he
added.
"I would hope the new president would be a person who could step in and build on
what has been and is being done by the staff and not make radical changes," Hancock noted.
"1 would hope the new president could communicate his dreams and vision to the staff
and Southern Baptists with such zeal and conviction we would exceed the remaining Bold
Mission Thrust goals by the year 2000 and that his personality would maintain unity
between missionaries, staff and trustees and create trust from Southern Baptists in our
foreign missions enterprise."
--3o--

NOTE TO EDITORS: Mike Creswell, BP correspondent for Europe, the Middle East and North
Africa, recently visited Algeria and filed the following story. Several hundred Southern
Baptist churches have prayed in recent years for the Berber people mentioned in this
story.
Christians increasing
in heavily Islamic Algeria

By Mike Creswell

Baptist Press
6/25/92

ALGIERS, Algeria (BP)--A Christian revival of sorts has broken out in Algeria,
according to Algerian Christians.
Actually the movement of people to faith in Christ may be too small now to be called
a revival but it's startling news in this Muslim-dominated nation.
Further, Algerian Christian believers say the spiritual responses are occurring in
every part of the North African country - - among the minority Berber people as well as the
predominant Arab population. The movement is strongest among the Berbers, however.
Asked how many people may be involved, an Algerian Christian shook her head and said
flatly, "We don't know." But she and others familiar with the situation are elated over
the growth.
Only a loose coordination exists among the small house churches scattered about the
country. But the Christian said she knows of one congregation numbering 200, an
observation confirmed by multiple sources.
During the past two years Algeria has been rocked by political victories of Muslim
fundamentalists pressing for an Islamic government similar to that'of Iran. The
government rejected the election results and has jailed thousands in order to maintain its
more moderate religious stance coupled with socialist politics. Still, proselyting among
Muslims is outlawed.
Unlike Muslim fundamentalists, Algerian Christian believers have no intent to
control the national government. Instead, their leaders say Christians pray for political
leaders as the Bible instructs.
Economically Algeria has been very weak in recent years, with high unemployment and
a housing shortage. The problems are not so evident in Algiers, the capital city, where
the influence of years of colonial rule by France is still seen. Algeria won independence
in 1962 after a fierce war but a French coating still lies over Algiers in the form of
French-style buildings and heavy use of the French language as secondary to Arabic.
--more--
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Language is a sensitive point to the minority Berbers, who speak their own language
first and often speak French as a second language. In recent years the government has
pushed to make Arabic the country's compulsory language and has required its use in public
schools.
Berbers often complain they are illiterate in three languages: Berber, French and
Arabic. Many speak all three but cannot read and write adequately in any of them.
But Berber Christians are pressing ahead with a Berber translation of the Bible.
Two Berber women, nicknamed "angels without wings'' by fellow believers, are leading the
effort in cooperation with many others.
Help from outside Christian groups has been limited to occasional technical aid.
Missionary presence in Algeria has not been possible since 1970. A single Christian
bookstore operates in Algiers but is limited to selling non-Arabic literature. A single
official Protestant church is usually attended by a f e w dozen people for French-language
services, local sources said.
The key to the recent church growth appears to be a combination of spiritual hunger
among Algerians coupled with bold evangelizing carried out by Christians.
One man told of speaking to a fellow bus passenger about Christ and giving the
passenger a New Testament. The person deftly hid the volume in clothing to keep ir from
being seen.
"The person did not make a profession of faith but was interested. And with a Bible
in hand, who knows what will happen?" the Christian believer said.
The center for one group of believers is in north central Algeria, where the terrain
is radically different from the dry Sahara Desert area to the south. The northern area is
wrinkled with mountains that are still snowcapped in May. Thick forests of towering
eucalyptus trees alongside green pastures suggest Switzerland more than North Africa.
The area is sprinkled with small Berber villages, often a cluster of houses perching
atop the very tips of mountain peaks. Berber women living there often wear the
distinctive and colorful dresses of their tribe, not the consenative veil and head scarf
called for by conservative Islam.
In one such village, more than a dozen Christian believers gathered around a
cloth-covered table to share a simple meal of salad, olives and chicken. The bread served
was almost like a heavier version of cornbread familiar to Americans. Most Christian
groups meet on Thursday evenings or Friday mornings. Friday is the Islamic day of
worship.
Inside a small brick building the Bible verse John 14:6 was hand-printed on one wall
in French, Arabic and Berber: "Jesus said to him, 'I am the way, and rhe truth, and the
life; no one comes to the Father, but by me.'" The old Berber alphabet, looking vaguely
Greek, has been traced back to the Phoenicians, an ancient people who once ruled this area
and developed the first alphabet on which modern letters are based.
The group sang simple Chrisrian choruses in French and Berber. One young man looked
happy but puzzled as he heard the words for the first time; he was a new believer. The
others responded enthusiastically as he was introduced.
Later, members passed by to give the new believer a par on the shoulder. It was a
gesture both of welcome and comfort: living as a Christian in Algeria is a difficult and
possibly dangerous business.
!

One believer told how sh had been rejected by her family after becoming a Christian
a common experience, since becoming Christian is seen as
rejecting both family and heritage.
--more-
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-
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But alone or in pairs and trios, now believers keep showing up at Bible study
groups, searching for Bibles or for someone to explain what they have experienced. Many
say they were led to Christ through dreams or visions.
The new believer at the service told of hearing a friend's testimony about Christ,
then having a powerful dream that night, Grasping for words to express himself, he told
of seeing swirling red colors and a bright light.
"When I woke up I knew what I had heard about Christ was true," he said in French.
His Muslim father became angry with his son's conversion and took away the New
Testament he treasured. Although he is 24, the young man still lives with his family
because of the severe housing shortage in Algeria.
The housing problem has made meeting difficult for some Christian groups, one
believer explained. At one village where men and women met in a house to worship,
neighbors accused them of having orgies. Now in some places men and women meet
separately.
Some Berbers, seeking to counteract the Arab and Islamic culture around them, insist
they are getting back to their centuries-old faith by finding Christianity. One woman
said when a mother changes her baby's diaper, she makes the sign of the cross over the
baby to keep it safe. Where did they get such a custom? she was asked. "From our
ancestors," she replied.
In references to God, many Berbers refer to God as "our Father," unlike the "Allah"
of Islam, another said.

If these Berber believers have their way, increasing numbers of Algerians will be
talking of God as their Father as they accept Christ as Savior.
--3o-(BP) map sent to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of Baptist Press.
Relating worship to non-churched
key to growth, consultant says

By Chip Alford

Baptist Press
6/25/92

NASHVILLE (BP)--A new "front door" to church life has emerged and Southern Baptists
must open it for numerical and spiritual growth, a Southern Baptist Sunday School Board
consultant has written in a new book.
The worship service has now surpassed Sunday school as the most likely "first
exposureN the non-churched have to church life, according to James E. White, leadership
consultant for preaching and worship for the board's church administration department.
White cites scatistics from the 1991 Uniform Church Letter to support his claim.
Those figures show Southern Baptist churches reported an average worship attendance
of 131 in 1991 while the average Sunday school attendance stood at 108.
"And the worship attendance numbers may be much higher because many churches don't
include children and preschoolers in their figures but they are almost always included in
Sunday school attendance records," White said.
He also points to research conducted by California research executive George Barna
which claims SO percent of non-churched Americans are most interested in becoming involved
with a church through a Sunday worship service.
White said he isn't "knockingn the importance of Sunday school but he believes
Southern Baptists must begin to pay more attention to how they are conducting worship and
whether they are sensitive to the non-churched.
- -more--
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"When it comes to worship services, our whole mindset has been geared toward the
believer. That means we ate geared more toward 'transfer growth.' But I'm not interested
in that. I wanr 'conversion' growth. And the only way we are going to get that is by
making our worship services appeal to the unchurched," he said.
In his new book, "Opening the Front Door: Worship and Church Growth," recently
released by Convention Press, White discusses the link between church growth and worship
services that are "non-churched friendly." He says today's growing churches:
1) 'Target their worship service toward a particular audience." Worship cannot be
"culturally neutral," White says. Instead, churches must "target" an area in their city's
or community's population, discover their cultural context and then "present the gospel in
the most compelling form to the non-churched and non-Christian individual."

2) "Take their physical surroundings/appearance seriously." They pay attention to
cleanliness, lighting, seating, sound systems, temperature, space, parking and being
"non-churched friendly."
3) "Unashamedly commit to qualityw through worship that strives to be excellent,
professional, organized, contemporary and reliable.
4) "Create a celebrative, friendly, relaxed, positive and expectant atmosphere."
5) "Make visitors feel welcome by referring to them as 'guests,' avoiding
'spiritual buzz-talk' and offering them anonymity during the service.'

--

6) "Use music - - and lots of it
that is contemporary and upbeat, of the highest
quality and led in creative and innovative ways."

7) "Offer variety in their worship services" through effective use of media, drama,
special emphases and events and multiple speakers and leaders.
8) "Schedule worship services at convenient times/days for members and guests."

9) "Have pastors who preach sermons that are targeted, biblical, practical,
relevant, interesting, entertaining, simple, positive and encouraging."
10) "Offer one of two types of invitations: an altar call that is simple, fully
explained, non-manipulative and non-threatening or an opportunity for a non-public
decision, usually with the aid of a response card."
White's "non-churched friendly" approach to church growth has drawn criticism from
some Southern Baptists. Some claim his "contemporary" format won't work in every area.
Others fear authentic worship may be sacrificed in an artempt to attract the unchurched.
But White insists his model for church growth is based on Scripture, adding he isn't
arguing for any one "style" of worship.
"What is being suggested is that church growth can be an important result of worship
that has become sensitive to the non-churched person and that the worship can be developed
in such a way as to enhance this by-product without sacrificing God's design and
parameters for authentic worship," he said.
While White has spent the last year and a half sharing his opinions on worship and
church growth at seminars and conferences across the country, he will soon get a chance to
try the "non-churched friendly" model on the field.

He recently announced plans to leave the Sunday School Board July 31 and become the
founding pastor o f Mecklenburg Community Church in Charlotte, N.C.
--more--
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The new work, to be located near the University of North Carolina-Charlotte, is
being supported by the North Carolina state convention, Mecklenburg Baptist Association
and several churches in North Carolina and
Tennessee.
"As I've been trying to ignite the vision for church growth in others during the
last couple of years, God was igniting in me a new vision for what a church can be and how
to make it work," White said. "I really felt God telling me, 'I don't want you to just
talk about this, I want you to go out and do it.'"
- -30-

-

NOTE TO EDITORS: Writer Donald D. Martin and photographer Charles Ledford recently visited
Mozambique, a southern African nation struggling to survive economic chaos, the legacy of
communism and a savage 16-year civil war.
Missionaries desire yet
dread Mozambique peace

By Donald D. Martin

Baptist Press
6/25/92

MAPUTO, Mozambique (BP)--Southern Baptist missionary Jim Brock shrugged off news of
progress in peace talks aimed at ending Mozambique's 16-year civil war.
"When the war is over, our opportunity is over," Brock said at his home in Maputo,
capital of the southern African nation where he and his wife, Brenda, have lived and
worked since 1987.
The Brocks, both from Warrior, A l a . , have prayed for peace for more than five years.
Yet they believe when the fighting stops, chances of reaching thousands of people with the
gospel may slip through their fingers.
A secure peace will mark the exodus of thousands of refugees now packed into
squatter villages surrounding Maputo and other cities in Mozambique. Relief organizations
estimate the civil war has forced millions of Mozambicans to abandon their villages and
homes. More than 1,5 million people have left the country and about 4 million are
internally displaced.
"Because of the war, we have people gathered from everywhere, from all these little
locations," Mrs. Brock said. "If we could just evangelize and train some of these people,
make an impact in their lives, they would change the whole country when they return home."
The refugees will not leave all at once, Brock acknowledged. It will take years to
empty the refugee centers. Many will stay, preferring city life to country life. Yet for
many refugees the drive to rebuild homes and livelihoods will overshadow the need for
spiritual rebirth, he said.
Since the mid-1960s Mozambique has been at war. In 1964 fighting for independence
began against the Portuguese, the country's colonial overlords. Less than a year after
the nation won independence in 1975, rebel troops
who would later become known as the
Mozambique National Resistance or Renamo
launched attacks against the government.

--

--

Renamo said it was fighting the Mozambican government because it was communist. But
fighting has continued since President Joaquim Chissano denounced the country's
Marxist-Leninist system, enacted political and economic changes and promised multiparty
elections.

The Brocks stressed they do not need war and suffering to evangelize, But the
country may never again see such concentrations of people searching for answers.
"We need to get to these people in the provincial capitals, these city centers,
right now," Mrs. Brock said.
- -more--
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"We've seen it happen in Zambezia province," Brock added.
can see again."

"What we saw there, we

Almost four years ago in Zambezia province, Brock and several experienced pastors
from Maputo helped transform a struggling mission church in Quelirnane into a Christian
community that by 1991 accounted for nearly 22 percent of the membership of Mozambique's
Baptist convention.

When Brock and the pastors arrived in November 1988, they worked with only 10
Christians and Nicolao Inacio, a young pastor sent to work in the province by First
Baptist Church in Maputo.
Inacio, a tall and gangling fellow with a willing nature, had worked in the
Quelimane area almost two years but had little to show for i t . He knew he wanted to plant
churches but didn't know how to start.
"Those were hard times for me and my family," he said.
try and get a big group together and preach."

'*All I could think to do was

Inacio's work became more focused after the visiting pastors spent a week training
the small group of Christians in evangelism. In the following 12 months, Inacio's mission
church baptized 85 people.
A second visit devoted to church leadership training ignited an explosion of growth.
Within 24 months Baptists in Zambezia started 19 mission congregations and expanded church
membership from 95 to 1,552, Today more
than 2,000 Baptists live in the area.

"I don't think there is anything unique about the situation in Zambezia," Brock
said, nYou teach the people and then you train them to teach so wherever they go, they
know how to pass on what they believe."
Some members of First Baptist Church in Quelimane have started working with refugees
in the area, Inacio added. "When (the refugees) go home to the north, they will return to
places I could never afford to go. That's how it works here. This area is wide open for
the gospel. Right now I'm sure there are people starting churches here that 1 don't know
about. "
One of the main obstacles to church growth in Mozambique is the danger of travel.
Random attacks by bandits and Renarno make overland travel risky. Even truck convoys with
armed escorts aren't always safe and only the suicidal drive alone on the highways, Brock
said.
The sheer size of Mozambique also conspires against church planters attempting to
work in several provinces. Only three Southern Baptist missionary couples are assigned to
a country whose northern and southern borders would reach from San Diego to Vancouver,
Canada.

"We need more missionaries here if we are to help people like Nicolao keep going,"
Brock said.

"I would like to see missionaries working in all 10 provincial capitals," he added
with another shrug. "Time is not on our side."
-30-(BP) photos sent to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of Baptist Press.
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By Donald D. Martin

INEULENL, Mozambique (BP)--Salorina Cumbe sighed and rested her head on a wooden
staff that seconds before was a machine gun.
With the flair of a street performer, Cumbe had re-enacted an attack last November
on her home in Infuleni, a suburb of Maputo, Mozambique's capital.
With her staff she showed how one man brandished his gun as he chased her. Then she
dropped to the ground and curled into a ball to show how she fell and dislocated her ankle
when she escaped over a fence.
Attacks like this are increasing, said Southern Baptist missionary J i m Brock, a
church planter in Mozambique. In the last year, violence has closed Baptist mission
churches in Messano and Matola, cities in southern Mozambique, as the nation's 16-year
civil war drags on.
"A few months ago I went to a village north of here and held a church membership
training school," said Brock, from Warrior, Ala. "We worked with a group of abour 30 on
basic Christian beliefs. But two months later bandits came through and destroyed
evexythlng. The people have all fled. What was there is gone."

Previous attacks, mostly in the countryside, convinced Brock to concentrate his work
on provincial capitals. "The capitals were stable enough safe zones you could get a
launch point and hold it long enough for the church to develop a pattern of growth," he
said.
However, Brock isn't sure that remains true. No official statistics exist, but
attacks on the outskirts of Maputo and orher provincial capitals appear to be rising.
Infuleni, about a 25-minute drive from Brock's Maputo home, is no exception, said
Felix Nanganhe, a Maputo pastor who works with Infuleni Baptist Church.
"The latest attack here (in Infuleni) was a few months ago," Nanganhe recalled. "It
caught a whole family at home. The bandits didn't take anything. They just killed all
seven of them and then lined the bodies up in front of the house. They covered them up
and made it look like they were just sleeping."
An attacker's identity is often a mystery, said Cumbe, a member of Infuleni Baptist
Church. Her attackers may have been thieves or part of the rebel group called the
Mozambique National Resistance (Renamo). No one knows. C u b e and her neighbors don't
care.

"If you want to say they are Renamo, that's fine," she said. "But we don't know.
It's war. Whenever we see a group of men approaching with guns, we call out and start to
run. No one sticks around to see who these men are."
After the assault on her, Cumbe and her family fled to a field and slept there for
The next day they returned home but each evening in the following months the
family left their home and slept in fields or under bushes.
the night.

Lately the family of nine has slept at home but news of attacks in a neighboring
suburb may convince the family to start sleeping in fields again.
"You feel totally out of control," she said. "There's no stability to anything. I
could run away and be a refugee but what promise does that have? Here I have a place I can
at least come to in the daytime."
--more--
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Hiding i n t h e n i g h t i s t h e only means of s u r v i v a l f o r hundreds of people l i v i n g i n
I n f u l e n i , explained Salvador Miambo, a l o c a l r e s i d e n t , "We can b u i l d a house b u t we c a n ' t
s l e e p i n i t , " he s a i d . "By day we l i v e l i k e human beings b u t a t n i g h t we l i v e l i k e
animals. "
"Who can e x p l a i n t h i s ? " Nanganhe asked. "What am I supposed t o s a y when I come here
and preach? I d o n ' t understand i t . I f you walk i n r o t h i s a r e a a t dusk you can walk f o r
s e v e r a l k i l o m e t e r s and n o t meet anybody. Most have f l e d f o r t h e n i g h t , Our church
members h a v e n ' t s l e p t a f u l l n i g h t i n months."
Asked when s h e l a s t s l e p t a l l n i g h t , Cumbe laughed l i g h t l y .
"Before t h e w a r , " s h e answered, a d j u s t i n g h e r head o n . t h e s t a f f , now a p i l l o w
*-3o-(BP) photo mailed t o s t a t e B a p t i s t newspapers by Richmond bureau of B a p t i s t P r e s s .

Prison security c h i e f a l s o
preaches eternal s e c u r i t y

Baptist Press
By Donald D . Martin

6/25/92

MAPUTO, Mozambique (BP)--Simao Kongolo s e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y s h i f t e d h i s s t a n c e i n f r o n t
of a roomful of p r i s o n e r s s i n g i n g gospel hymns.
Nervous as he seemed, t h e s e r v i c e was h i s i d e a .
"I'm n o t a preacher and I'm n o t a s p e a k e r , " he s a i d a f t e r w a r d s . Yet Kongolo, 31,
s t a r t e d United Church of C e n t r a l P r i s o n i n Maputo, Mozambique, and helped launch two o t h e r
p r i s o n churches.
The t a l l c o n c r e t e w a l l s o f C e n t r a l P r i s o n mark major snags f o r hundreds of crime
c a r e e r s - - some s h o r t , o t h e r s long and a few legendary. But t h e s e w a l l s have been good t o
Kongolo .

He worked h i s way up from guard t o c h i e f of s e c u r i t y f o r t h i s , t h e main p r i s o n of
Maputo, t h e n a t i o n ' s c a p i t a l . He supported h i s s t e a d y c a r e e r climb w i t h a r e p u t a t i o n f o r
running t h i n g s smoothly and q u i e t l y . "There h a s never been a major problem when I have
been on d u t y , " he s a i d .
He acknowledges h i s good f o r t u n e i n holding a j o b , any j o b , i n a country d e v a s t a t e d
by 1 6 y e a r s of c i v i l war and economic t u r m o i l . So t h e l a s t t h i n g he expected when praying
one morning was t o h e a r God u r g i n g him t o place h i s job a t r i s k and s t a r t a church w i t h i n
the prison.
"There i s a law t h a t a person i n t h e m i n i s t r y of j u s t i c e i s n o t supposed t o have any
type o f r e l a t i o n s h i p with p r i s o n e r s , " he explained. "Technically t h e law even p r o h i b i t s
conversations with prisoners."
But Kongolo f e l t s u r e God was d i r e c t i n g him.

"It became c l e a r t o me I d i d n ' t come up with t h i s i d e a . I t was Cod's i d e a , I f e l t
i n my h e a r t somebody r e a l l y ought t o s t a r t working with t h e p r i s o n e r s , " he s a i d . "There
were guys i n t h e p r i s o n who knew t h e Word of God but they needed someone t o h e l p them g e t
t o g e t h e r t o worship God.
"One day a s I walked p a s t a c e l l o f f i v e men, I heard them praying. I just asked
them i f they would l i k e t o s r a r t a s m a l l church o r mission h e r e i n t h e p r i s o n and they
said yes. "
Kongolo t h e n e n l i s t e d t h e h e l p of members of h i s own church, F i r s t B a p t i s t Church of
Maputo, and h i s p a s t o r , Bento Matusse.
-more-
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But red tape snarled arrangements. For months Kongolo and Matusse shuttled between
government offices in pursuit of a document granting them permission to hold church
services in the prison despite the country's laws.
"There
he admitted.
reasons were
important to

was a time during the process when I felt ir was all going to fall through,"
"Several times my supenisors called me in and wanted to know what my
for trying to get this church started. But I knew it was a ministry too
let go and I kept pushing."

His persistence paid off. In 1990 a small group of prisoners and Kongolo held the
first service of the United Church of Central Prison, now a mission congregation of First
Baptist Church.
The Christian prisoners also began studying Scripture through the Bible Way
Correspondence Course supplied by Jim and Brenda Brock, Southern Baptist missionaries who
live in Maputo.
On a recent Saturday about 40 men gathered in a prison classroom for a worship
service that lasted several hours. Church membership, once as high as 80, varies from
week to week, its enrollment at the mercy of completed prison terms.
"We lose a lot of people that way," Kongolo said with a grin.
Listening to a worship service through the bars of his maximum-security cell helped
break a cycle of crime and prison for former church member Pento Pirioito.

By 1990 Pirioito had been in solitary confinement awaiting trial for murder more
than a year. One day the monotony was interrupted by singing and preaching. The church
had temporarily moved to an open area near his cell block. The services became a welcome
distraction. For weeks Pirioito lis~enedas prisoners sang and explained how Christ
changed their lives.
The services soon became more than a distraction. When officials allowed two
Christian prisoners to talk to men in Pirioito's cell area, he too decided to become a
Christian.
nBy the time the men met him and talked with him about Christ, he was ready to make
a decision. He just needed someone to lead him," Kongolo said.
Pirioito later was allowed out of his maximum security-cell. He joined the prison
church and publicly declared faith in Christ.
"When Pento became a Christian, people noticed a difference," Kongolo said. "He
started showing a new respect for others. He actually became a leader among the church.
He told people, 'I don't want to have anything to do with this past life of mine.' He
realized there was no other path in life worth living."
Six months later, for reasons still not clear, a judge summoned Pirioito to court,
dropped all charges against him and released him from prison. The nexr Sunday Pirioito
stepped before the congregation of First Baptist Church and dedicated his life to working
in the ministry.
Today he lives in a village about 50 miles north of Maputo and has started a mission
church there.
"Pento is going to become a very skilled worker for the Lord," Kongolo predicted.
"He's going to do a lot more than what I have done at Central Prison."
--more-
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Kongolo's modesty may underestimate God's p l a n f o r him. I n e a r l y May p r i s o n
o f f i c i a l s promoted him from C e n t r a l P r i s o n ' s c h i e f of s e c u r i t y t o c h i e f of s e c u r i t y f o r
a l l p r i s o n s i n Mozambique.
- -3o-(BP) photo mailed t o s t a t e B a p t i s t newspapers by Richmond bureau of B a p t i s t P r e s s .

Americans could learn from
Mozambican 'family mechanic'

By Donald D. Martin

Baptist P r e s s
6/25/92

MAPUTO, Mozambique (BE')--Bent0 Matusse unloads a pickup t r u c k f u l l of e x c i t e d
c h i l d r e n and wind-blown a d u l t s n e a r t h e church s t e p s , then r a t t l e s o f f f o r one more Sunday
morning l o a d ,
He's running l a t e b u t e a s e s o f f t h e gas and frowns. Strange engine n o i s e s warn of
a t a s k he knows nothing about. But a few blocks l a t e r h i s mood improves
needed r e p a i r s
with t h e l a u g h t e r of a f a m i l y , h i s new cargo. T h e i r s m i l e s confirm t h e success of t h e
work he does know.

--

Matusse r e p a i r s f a m i l i e s . As p a s t o r of F i r s t B a p t i s t Church i n Maputo, Mozambique,
Matusse h a s made t h e family t o p p r i o r i t y i n t h i s A f r i c a n n a t i o n . Mozambique i s s t r u g g l i n g
t o r e b u i l d a f t e r 14 y e a r s of communist r u l e and 16 y e a r s of c i v i l war.
" I n Mozambique t h e r e a r e more d i v o r c e s than m a r r i a g e s , " he s a y s .
designed programs s p e c i f i c a l l y d i r e c t e d a t family problems."

"Our church has

For s e v e r a l y e a r s Matusse has focused t h e church's a t t e n t i o n on t h e family i n l a t e
May and e a r l y J u n e , c a l l e d t h e Month of t h e Home. During t h i s time he and h i s w i f e , Mara,
v i s i t every family i n t h e church and a s k i f t h e r e any problems they can h e l p w i t h , Church
l e a d e r s s t e e r t h e i r l e s s o n s and preaching coward how the Bible addresses family problems.
"We look a t a l l p a r t s of family l i f e , " Matusse e x p l a i n s . "We t r y and t e a c h what the
Bible s a y s about t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s between a wife and a husband and between t h e p a r e n t and
the c h i l d . "

H e f e e l s an u r g e n t need f o r a b a c k - t o - b a s i c s approach. The young Mozambican p a r e n t s
of today grew up i n homes s t r i p p e d of p a r e n t a l a u t h o r i t y by t h e government.
" I t was a g a i n s t t h e law f o r p a r e n t s t o t e a c h any morals o r v a l u e systems t o t h e i r
c h i l d r e n . The s t a t e r e s e r v e d r h a t r i g h t , " he said.
"Since independence, t h e s e p o l i t i c a l l y c r e a t e d problems i n t h e home have destroyed
many f a m i l i e s , The government forbade anyone, except t h e s t a t e , t o t e a c h c h i l d r e n . I t
was f o r b i d d e n t o even have c h i l d r e n i n Sunday s c h o o l . "

I n t h i s y e a r ' s Month of t h e Home, t h e Matusses helped a family avoid s p l i t t i n g .
Squabbling between in-laws had p o l a r i z e d a young c o u p l e ' s marriage. Everyone i n t h e
extended family had taken s i d e s , p u l l i n g t h e couple f u r t h e r a p a r t .
"Mara and I went and t a l k e d with them," Matusse r e c a l l s . "We marked a day and got
everybody i n t h e family t o g e t h e r . We t a l k e d f o r two hours t o h e l p and r e s o l v e t h i s t h i n g .
I n t h e end, thanks be t o God, we were a b l e t o work o u t a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . There a r e s t i l l
some problems and they a r e n o t a l l coming t o church b u t t h e y ' r e working on i t . "
Home v i s i t s d o n ' t s t o p w i t h t h e end of t h e Month of t h e Home. "These o l d laws took
away so much of t h e moral foundation and development r h a t normally t a k e s p l a c e i n the
home. The church must recover t h e s e people and t h e s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s , " he s a y s .
--more--
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By Monday afternoon, a church member had found what was wrong with the truck. The
volunteer mechanic handed Matusse an oil-drenched part and explained that replacing it
would take care of the problem.
Matusse nodded and wiped his hands. If only his family repairs were as simple.
--3o--

Campers on Mission
heading to Alaska

By David Winfrey

Baptist Press
6/25/92

ATLANTA (BP)--Who in their right mind would drive 3,800 miles in a vehicle that gets
8 miles per gallon to fix a furnace or help in a worship service?
More than 25 Campers on Mission who are going to Alaska this summer, that's who.
The volunteers will assist Alaska Baptists in a variety of activities, from general
construction and repairs to church library cataloging and door-to-door witnessing, said
Carl Reagan national director of Campers on Mission.
"We're just going to do whatever it takes or whatever they want us to do," he said.
Campers on Mission is a fellowship of Christian campers sponsored by the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board and Baptist Sunday School Board, said Reagan, who is a
Christian Service Corps volunteer.
The group left a national rally in Lincoln, Ill., Friday, June 19 and is scheduled
to arrive in Fairbanks by Friday, July 3, said Bill Lee, director of special ministries
for the HMB.
The group going to Alaska includes one pastor and "the rest of them are just plain
old laypeople like me," Reagan said.
Although much of the work may seem unimportant, even simple repairs will mean a lot
to the churches in the Tanana Valley Baptist Association, said David Baldwin, director of
missions.
"Every little thing they can do here will stretch what resources we have," Baldwin
said. "They're the kinds of jobs when it gets in the wintertime, brother, you're going to
have people thanking the Lord they came along."
The Tanana Valley association, based in Fairbanks, is in the interior of the state.
The association is about the size of Alabama, has a population of 80,000 to 90,000 and has
19 congregations, Baldwin said.
"Pastor-wise, you better be called of God before you come here because some days you
get up and that's all you've got," he said. "Sometimes support systems aren't here."
In the summer, the temperature can reach as high as the 90s but in the winter it can
dip as low as 60 below zero, he said. During the summer, residents and visitors have 24
hours of sunlight but in the winter, sunrise is at 10 a.m. and sunset at 2 p.m., he said.
"We live in a world of extremes," Baldwin said. "We're either getting ready for
winter or getting over it."
Although the association has averaged five pastoral vacancies during the past three
years, "As of today, I have all but two filled," Baldwin said. "I don't know what may
happen tomorrow."
Baldwin said the Campers on Mission project could inspire people in the Tanana
Valley association to get involved in missions.
- -more--
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"To learn there are people like this helps to expand my folks to thinking, 'Hey, I
can do this,'" he said. Already, 17 people from Tanana Valley have been on foreign
mission trips, he said.
-30--
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CLARIFICATION: In BP story titled "Southern Baptist language congregations breakdown"
dated 6/24/92, please note the following clarification:
In the list of congregation totals, Cambodian, Chinese, Filipino, Japanese, Korean,
Lotian, Samoan, Thai, Vietnamese, and Other are subgroups under Asian. The total of
these subgroups equal the 1,376 total number of Asian congregations.
Thanks,
Baptist Press

