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Tony Senora: God's man 
on Smoky Mountain dump By Michael Chute 

MANILA, Philippines (BP)--Missionary Allen Hill cautiously trudges up Smoky Mountain 
to see Philippine Baptist pastor Tony Senora. 

The Southern Baptist picks his way carefully, since the road is actually rotted 
waste packed down by garbage trucks. Refuse piled high over the last 40 years made the 
mountain. Dense smoke from fires set to burn the rubbish lent the name "Smoky." 
Scavengers collect "valuables." Bulldozers cover up the rest. 

More than 20,000 people live here - -  metro Manila's largest dump. Most were born 
and reared in this spot since 1950 when the dump was opened. The mountain has grown 
tremendously over the last 10 years. So have the problems. 

The scene is like something out of Dante's "Inferno." Hundreds of scavengers, many 
of them children, sift huge piles of garbage with sharpened pail handles jammed into 
wooden blocks. People scramble for bits of scrap. Bulldozer operators wait patiently for 
people to clear out before pushing what remains under the surface. It's a compassionate 
gesture for this kind of place. This picture plays every hour of every day. 

A young girl models an Easter basket on her head. Boys play with a woman's wig. 
One dons the black locks, pulling a shirt tail over his nose and mouth, eyes flirting. 
Children riffle pages of a magazine, oblivious to the commotion around them. 

Still, you either grow up quick in a place like this - -  or you don't live. 

A truck strains up the mountain. Red letters on the side proclaim: "Christian 
Community of Holy Word." Religious groups swarm over this territory. Catholics, 
Assemblies of God, Jehovah's Witnesses - -  they're all here - -  even homegrown Philippine 
groups like Christ for Greater Manila and Jesus Is Lord. 

Tony Senora's work with Co-worker Baptist Church comprises the only Baptist effort 
on the mountain. 

The smell of rot in the tropical heat overwhelms the senses. Hill, a missionary 
since 1975, confesses he *gagged for five minutesn the last time he came to visit Senora. 
"It's embarrassing," he raid. "You can't go in a guy's house gagging." 

As Co-worker Baptist Church's crude steeple, fashioned from discarded lumber, comes 
into view, Hi11 adds: "Tony's unusual. But it takes an unusual guy to live out here." 

Senora comes to meet his friend. He sports a Chinese-style Fu Manchu mustache with 
graying hair pulled,back into a ponytail, tied up off his neck. His black "BSU" T-shirt 
and tan pants are at: least two sizes too large. Mismatched blue thongs - -  both for the 
left foot - -  came courtesy of the dump. 

"I'm known as the pastor with big pants," Senora jokes, explaining the clothes are 
gifts from missionaries. "God has given me a mind of sufficiency. I'm satisfied although 
we don't have material things." , , 

- -more- - 
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An explanation also lurks behind the hair and beard. Robbed many times, Senora 
decided to change his image. He used to wear a coat and tie. Now he identifies with the 
community. Those who used to mug him now call Senora "tatangR - -  a respected title 
reserved for old men. But he is only 50. 

Poor Roman Catholic parents - -  made poorer by World War I1 - -  sent Senora from his 
home in the provinces when he was 17 years old to find work in Manila. A gas station 
signed him on as a "pump boy." An explosion soon after nearly killed him. 

A sister, a Baptist who lived in a Manila suburb, nursed him back to health. She 
took Senora to church for the first time. His life changed there: He accepted Christ as 
Savior, met his future wife, Anita, and decided to preach. 

Southexn Baptist missionaries Howard and Marjorie Olive, now xetired, began work on 
Smoky Mountain 20 years ago. A radio ministry they directed sparked interest in the 
gospel among the inhabitants. Tony and Anita Senora moved to the dump in 1975 to help the 
Olives. 

A dirt path leads down a steep bank to the front door of Co-worker Baptist Church. 
The building originally stood at street level but years of trampled garbage raised the 
road 5 feet. Inside, rough handmade pews and a concrete floor give the church a rustic 
feel. Candles light the interior since there's no electricity. 

The Senoras live upstairs with four daughters, each given a biblical name. The 
Senoras moved to Smoky Mountain with their first two girls, just babies at the time. 
Three other daughters were born here but the youngest, Amosiah, died of measles five years 
ago. She was 2 years old. 

The girls are "scavengers," gathering most of the food the family eats. 

"Iast night they collected these rotten grapes and we ate thern. We had a nice 
supper," Senora says with a laugh, white teeth flashing against tanned skin. "The Lord 
provides, then we ear. If the Lord doesn't provide, then we don't eat." 

Mrs. Senora quickly adds: "If there's food, we thank him. If there's none, we 
still thank him." 

The family sacrifices a lor to serve God here. Their food is rancid. The air is 
not fit to breathe. The water is polluted. One family member or another is sick most of 
the time. Most Christians wouldn't understand their commitment to stay. But they believe 
God brought them to Smoky Mountain for this work. 

Besides, others aren't exactly standing in line. 

The miserable conditions on Smoky Mountain periodically force the government to 
relocate the people. Bur the dump remains and many residents find the way back. 
Officials are powerless to do much about it. 

Co-worker church has lost, or gained, many members - -  depending on how you look at 
it - -  to these relocation schemes. Relocated church members have started churches in five 
resettlement areas. Today Co-worker counts more than 600 members meeting every Sunday in 
six locations. Now the smallest congregation, averaging 20 members, meets at Smoky 
Mountain. Senora often travels to the other sites to preach and train lay leaders. 

At the mountain's crest a huge cross peeks through the smoke. It rests atop a 
Catholic church built by Manila's mayor. Seven Catholic churches dot Smoky Mountain and 
the barrio surrounding it. 

- -more- - 
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Back down the mountain, Senora leans on the crude picket fence that borders the 
church. He gazes toward a tiny wooden casket resting on a nearby porch. Glass covers the 
body of an 8-month-old girl nestled in the whitewashed box. The mother recovers in a 
local hospital bed. She ate something that poisoned the baby she was breast-feeding. An 
aunt maintains a solemn vigil over the coffin, shooing flies. The child was never named. 

"My heart belongs to the Lord. My plan is to help the squatter," says Senora, 
visibly moved by the sight he doubtless has seen many times before. 

Senora is determined to do something about the misery here. He pulls a picture from 
a worn family album. It shows Co-worker Baptist Church standing untouched among the 
rubble left: when bulldozers leveled shanties in the government's latest relocation scheme. 

The church was left, the pastor explains, because the tiny Baptist: congregation 
actually owns Smoky Mountain. Reading the biblical book of Joshua one day, Senora 
realized God owns the land, not individuals or governments. He surmised the church should 
possess this tract of land, just as the Israelites possessed Canaan. 

Untrained in legal matters, he set out to make it happen. He learned who legally 
owned the land, went to the man and asked for the deed. The owner signed it over, so the 
church has clear title to the property. 

Senora wants to parcel out the land among the squatters. He dreams of a Christian 
community someday standing where the dump is now. Of course, land development takes money 
and Senora doesn't have any. Still, he prays the dump will move and a town will spring up 
in its place. 

When asked if that means he plans to stay, Senora confides tongue-in-cheek: "No, I 
'plan' to live in America and pastor a church there or anywhere else outside the 
Philippines. But since God's called us here, we'll continue to adapt ourselves to this 
place. " 

For Tony Senora, God's plan is perfect, even in an imperfect place like Smoky 
Mountain. 

- -3o- -  
(BP) photos mailed to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of Baptist Press. 

Texas Baptist urging SBC 
to take stand on Freemasonry 

By Art Toalston & David Winfrey 

Baptist Press 
5/15/92 

NASHVILLE (BP)--A call for the Southern Baptist Convention to take a stand against 
Masonic lodge membership is being mailed to some 5,000 SBC leaders by a Texas physician. 

In a May 14 mailing, James "Larry" Holly of Beaumont, Texas, urged SBC leaders to 
support a motion to be made during the June 9-11 annual meeting in Indianapolis that the 
convention president appoint 'an ad hoc committee to study the Masonic Lodge,and to report 
back to the Convention in 1993 with a recommendation for action by the Convention." 

The mailing includes a 58-page booklet in which Holly sets forth an array of 
arguments contending Freemasonry is a religion antagonistic to Christianity and of pagan 
and, ultimately, satanic origin. Masonic lodges in the United States have some 3.5 
million members, according to the 1992 Encyclopedia Americana. 

Holly was a trustee of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board from 1983-91. He is 
a family practice physician in Beaumont, with an M.D. degree from the University of Texas 
Health Science Center at San Antonio. He also leads Mission and Ministry to Men, an 
independent ministry for weekend Bible/discipleship conferences for men in local churches. 

--more- - 
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Holly said his materials were mailed to the top executive and all trustees of each 
SBC agency and commission, the top executive and president of each state Baptist 
convention, directors of missions of Baptist associations across the SBC, every Southern 
Baptist pastor in Indiana and some 1,500 people on his ministry mailing list. 

An additional 5,000 copies of the materials will be distributed during the SBC in 
Indianapolis, Holly said. 

Two SBC agency leaders already have publicly stated support for a committee to 
explore Freemasonry, 

Larry Lewis, president of the Home Mission Board, told Baptist Press, "I personally 
feel our convention should act on it one way or another. It's going to plague us forever 
until there's some kind of closure to it." 

James T. Draper Jr., president of the Baptist Sunday School Board, told the Indiana 
Baptist newspaper in April, "... we are going to have to appoint a task force or assign it 
to someone and say, 'Don't come back and tell us you are not going to do it.'" He said 
Freemasonry is a sensitive and complex issue but one the SBC should "honestly" examine. 

Draper acknowledged he became a Mason as a pastor in the late 1960s and was lodge 
chaplain for a year. He said he became inactive when he moved but continued paying dues 
to lodges in communities where he was a minister. He said he resigned his membership 
after a Christian who had researched Masonry confronted him with some of its teachings. 

In his resignation letter, Draper wrote, "I simply must make clear in my own life 
that my sole and supreme allegiance is to my Lord Jesus Christ and no vow must be seen as 
competing in any way with my love for and commitment to Him." 

Another SBC leader, James Williams, president of the Brotherhood Commission, said 
Brotherhood leaders hope any inquiry into Freemasonry will not be divisive "to our beloved 
convention. We are praying that the issue will not further distract the SBC from its 
uppermost issue - -  reaching men, women, boys and girls with the glorious gospel of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ." 

Holly said he hopes to be among the members of the ad hoc committee if approved by 
SBC messengers in Indianapolis. His booklet lists several actions he hopes the SBC would 
recommend to local churches, including prohibitions against Masons serving as pastors, 
deacons or in other positions of church leadership and counseling new converts against 
membership in a lodge or its affiliated organizations, Eastern Star, a women's 
organization, Rainbow Girls and, for boys, DeMoley. 

On two previous occasions the issue of Freemasonry has come before the convention. 
A motion was made last year in Atlanta for a scriptural investigation of Freemasonry by 
the Home Mission Board's interfaith witness department. The agency's board of directors 
voted in March to return the motion to the convention, asking instead that messengers to 
the annual meeting address the issue. 

HMB President Larry Lewis said directors voted against a Freemasonry study because 
the interfaith witness department studies religions, not Masonry, which is not considered 
a religion but a fraternal organization according to current HMB definition. 

One HMB director, J. Walter Carpenter, Houston attorney and conservative newsletter 
editor, said in a letter to state Baptist newspapers HMB directors are "not resistingn a 
Freemasonry study but feel the convention should instruct the board if it is to commit 
"resources that have not been anticipated and budgeted." - -more- - 
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In 1985, Holly co-sponsored a four-page resolution declaring Masonry a "spiritually 
devastating and ungodly brotherhood of satanic darkness." It was referred to the Home 
Mission Board, which authorized an interfaith witness department study. The board later 
adopted a stance that Freemasonry is not within its assigned responsibility, which was 
approved by the convention during its 1986 annual meeting. 

Freemasonry is a volatile issue, Holly acknowledged in a letter to current SBC 
President Morris Chapman and five previous SBC presidents. "My desire is not to start a 
war with the Masonic Lodge," he wrote. "It is to provide support for thousands of pastors 
and for thousands of SBC churches which are dying at the hands of the Masonic Lodge and 
which presently are powerless to do anything about it. The intent of my effort is to have 
the Convention take a stand, and then for each individual church to apply that stand ... 
as they are led to by the Lord." 

Masonry, however, has its defenders among Southern Baptists. Walter Brookshire, 69- 
year-old retired Southern Baptist pastor and 32nd degree Mason in Madisonville, Tenn., 
said he is proud to be in an organization that includes the likes of Norman Vincent Peale. 
"It improves men who want to be improved," Brookshire said. 

"Every Mason is told there will be nothing incompatible with his civil or religious 
duties or those higher or nobler duties which he holds to God, his country, his neighbor, 
his family or himself," Brookshire said. "I've found that to be true." 

Contrary to critics who claim Masonry is a form of universalism and good-works 
religion, Brookshire said, "I've been taught the other way. I've been taught, 'You go to 
your church and you be a responsible citizen.'" 

Georgia Green of Crossville, Tenn., wrote a letter to the editor to the Baptist and 
Reflector, Tennessee's Baptist paper, stating, "I was raised in a Masonic Home. They took 
me in at 7 and a half years old. They clothed me, gave me shelter, fed me, took care of 
my medical needs, sent me to school. We had devotions every night and we said grace at 
every meal. I was there for ten years. ... I am a born-again Christian and thank God 
every day for the Masons and how I was raised." 

Masons also sponsor 22 Shriners Hospitals for children across the country, 19 of 
which specialize in orthopedic surgery and 3 in burn injuries, according to Jennifer 
Hamilton, public relations director for the hospital in Greenville, S.C. Masons have 
budgeted $307 million for their hospital work this year, she said. According to the 1992 
Encyclopedia Americana, Masons also sponsor a number of senior citizens' homes, eye 
foundations and blood banks. 

Still, at least three denominations have adopted stances against membership in 
Masonic Lodges, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the Assemblies of God and the 
Presbyterian Church in America. One of the Lutheran church's documents about Freemasonry 
states that it equates Jesus with other gods, thus violating the First Commandment: "Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me." 

Holly wrote in a cover letter to his mailing, "The unshackling of the Southern 
Baptist Convention from any fellowship with the occultism of the Masonic Lodge ... would 
be a major stepn toward revival in SBC churches. 

"Members of the lodge are involved in an organization that worships Lucifer,' Holly 
told Baptist Press. "They don't believe they are, but they are." In his booklet, Holly 
devotes several pages to matching widely used Masonic writings with Scripture toward his 
claim that the god of Freemasonry actually is Lucifer. Initiates into the 30th degree of 
Masonry's Scottish Rite, Holly notes, drink from a human skull in a "profane" communion- 
like ceremony. Holly charges the name of Jesus is absent in Masonic rituals and, "There 
is no place for (Christian belief in) atonement, grace, faith and mercy" in Freemasonry. 

--more-- 
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"We have been valiant to point out the sins of the liberals," Holly said. "Largely, 
Masonry is a sin of the conservatives among us. Nost liberals would be embarrassed and 
ashamed to do the sLlly, yet damnable, things which the men and women of the lodge do. 

"We're not saying that individual Masons are wicked, godless, anti-Christian 
people," Holly said. "We're saying the spirit of the lodge they serve is wicked, godless, 
anti-Christian." 

Bur Masons control many of the SBC's 38,000-plus churches and often are "initiators 
of rebellion in the local church," Holly charged in his mailing. "They will not submit to 
the pastor's authority - -  unless he is their personal friend and they choose to do so 
and/or unless he agrees with them. They generally are not spiritually minded men and they 
cannot be Spirit-filled while they maintain the alliance with (the god of) the Lodge." 

"Most Masons," Draper said, "are not knowledgeable of what they are participating in 
and they don't rake seriously what the lodge officially says. To them.itts fraternal ... 
and it's a strong bond that ties the fellows together." Masons are on the defensive 
because they feel "personally attacked." Instead, Draper said, the focus should be the 
Masonic system and what it teaches - -  and encouraging Masons to discover for themselves 
what Masonry teaches about God, Jesus Christ and salvation. - -30- - 
Also contributing to this story were Joni Hannigan of the Indiana Baptist, Charles Willis 
of (BP)'s Sunday School Board bureau and Mike Day of the Brotherhood Commission. 

Poll: 14 percent of pastors Baptist Press 
are or have been Masons By Art Toalston & David Winfrey 5/15/92 

NASHVILLE (BP)--How deep are Masonry's roots in the Southern Baptist Convention? 

According to a poll by the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, 14 percent of 
Southern Baptist pastors are or have been Masonic lodge members, along with 13 percent of 
directors of missions of Baptist associations and 18 percent of church deacon chairmen. 

Baptist VIEWpoll is conducted four times a year by the BSSB's corporate planning and 
research department on various SBC topics and trends. Four questions about Freemasonry 
were included in the poll's November poll. The questions were asked st the request of the 
Home Mission Board, which was reviewing a motion from the 1991 SBC to launch a study of 
Freemasonry. 

VIEWpollls survey involves 1,400 pastors, ministers of education, directors of 
missions, deacon chairmen and church clerks. 

In addition to lodge membership, VIEWpoll asked: 

"In your opinion, how important is it for the SBC to have an official statement on 
Freemasonry?" 

Among pastors : - -  37 percent, "very important," "important" or "somewhat important." 
- -  45 percent, "not very important at all. 
- -  18 percent, "no opinion" or no answer. 
Directors of missions: 
- -  26 percent, very important, important or somewhat important. 
- -  61 percent, not very important. - - 13 percent, no opinion or no answer. 

--more- - 
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Deacon chairmen: 
- -  34 percent, very important, important or somewhat important. 
- -  34 percent, not very important. 
- -  32 percent, no opinion or no answer. 

"How much conflict do you feel exists between the tenets of Freemasonry and 
Christian doctrine and practice?" 

Pastors : 
- -  27 percent, "major conflict." 
- -  22 percent, "minor conflict." 
- -  18 percent, "no conflict." 
- -  33 percent, "don't know" or no answer, 

Directors of missions: 
- -  16 percent, major conflict. 
- -  35 percent, minor conflict. 
- -  21 percent, no conflict. 
- -  28 percent, don't know or no answer. 

Deacon chairmen: 
- -  21 percent, major conflict. 
- -  12 percent, minor conflict. 
- -  20 percent, no conflict. 
- -  47 percent, don't know or no answer. 

"Has the issue of Freemasonry ever caused a problem in your church/association?" 

Five percent of pastors said it has been a "major issue," along with 1 percent of 
directors of missions and 3 percent of deacon chairmen. 

Responding they have never dealt with the issue were 71 percent of pastors, 86 
percent of directors of missions and 86 percent of deacon chairmen. Among other responses 
to the question, 10 percent of pastors said their churches had discussed Freemasonry but 
taken no position on it. 

Less-scientific assessments of Masonry in Southern Baptist life abound. 

"There are legitimate concerns regarding Freemasonry by a sizeable number of our 
constituents," Larry Lewis, president of the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, told 
Baptist Press. 

"There's a large percentage of our people who still need to examine this topic," 
said John Ankerberg, a member of Brainerd Baptist Church in Chattanooga, Tenn., the past 
10 years and host of a weekly Christian issues TV talk show aired on independent stations 
and cable systems in all 50 states. Ankerberg and a co-worker, John Weldon, have written 
a 333-page book on "The Secret Teachings of the Masonic Lodge: A Christian Perspective," 
published by Moody Press. 

Freemasonry seems in somewhat of a decline in the United States, Ankerberg said, but 
it "still holds on solid to many parts of the country - -  and there can always be a revival 
of it." In Third World countries, Ankerberg said, Masonry is on the rise because of 
prestige and social relationships it offers. 

Said Walter Brookshire, 69-year-old retired Southern Baptist pastor and 32nd degree 
Mason from Madisonville, Tenn., "There's no way to get Masons out of the churches. Many 
of the pastors are Masons, and deacons are Masons, and Sunday school teachers are Masons." 

James "larry" Holly, a Southern Baptist physician and Bible conference leader who is 
seeking an SBC study of Freemasonry, said, "If Southern Baptist pastors and deacons 
withdrew their moral and financial support from the lodge, it would collapse overnight." 

--more- - 
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Ever since Home Mission Board directors in March referred a SBC motion to study 
Freemasonry back to the June convention in Indianapolis, letters to the editor on the 
subject have streamed into Tennessee's Baptisr paper, for example. In a rare step for an 
editor, the Baptist and Reflector's Fletcher Allen wrote in the May 13 edition that no 
further letters on Freemasonry will be printed, stating, "We believe all views have been 
expressed adequately." 

Masonry-related letters have far outnumbered those about the retirement of longtime 
Foreign Mission Board President R. Keith Parks over missions conflicts with F'MB trustees, 
noted fionnie Wilkey, associate editor of the paper. 

The WMB action also prompted two nationally known evangelicals to write letters of 
concern to Lewis. 

Peter Wagner, professor of church growth at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, 
Calif., and author of a new book on "Warfare Prayer," wrote, "I do not pretend any 
expertise in Masonry per se, but I have been researching spiritual warfare and have become 
aware that Freemasonry is much more than a fraternal or civic organization. I believe it 
is one of the Enemy's most subtle and pernicious front line agencies of deception designed 
ultimately to keep lost souls from being saved. Infiltration into our churches has been a 
frighteningly deceptive tactic that most of  us have been aware of until recently." 

Stephen Olford, Memphis-based Bible teacher and authority on spiritual awakening, 
told Lewis, "I consider this (Freemasonry) movement to be one of Satan's most subtle forms 
of intrusion into the life of the church. ... Masonry is unbiblical, attacks the person 
and work of Christ and is a satanic deterrent in keeping able men from being and doing 
what they should in the life of the church." - -30- - 
Charles Willis of (BP)'s Sunday School Board bureau also contributed to this story. 

Although urged to withdraw, 
Pressler says he has support By Herb Hollinger 

Baptist Press 
5/15/92 

HOUSTON (BP)--Although urged to withdraw as a nominee for the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board by a number of SBC leaders, Judge Paul Pressler insists he has a lot 
of supporters and is still a nominee. 

In an interview with Baptist Press, Pressler responded to an Associated Baptist 
Press May 14 story which said a number of SBC leaders had a conference call with him 
urging him to voluntarily withdraw as a nominee before the SBC annual meeting in 
Indianapolis, June 9-11. 

"I have received 2 letters asking me to withdraw, one letter supporting my 
nomination," Pressler, of Houston, said. "I have received 4 negative calls (on the 
nomination) but 50 calls which were supportive." 

Pressler said he is always "subject to the Lord's leadership, nothing is set in 
concrete," but at this point is still a nominee. He reportedly told the SBC leaders he 
would pray about their request but told Baptist Press "I always pray about these matters." 

Former SBC presidents Adrian Rogers, Jerry Vines, Jimmy Draper, Horris Chapman, 
presidential candidate Ed Young and SBC Executive Committee member Fred Wolfe, according 
to the ABP story, held a conference call with Pressler in which they asked him to consider 
withdxawing his nomination. 

Also, Bill Hancock, Kentucky pastor and recent chairman of the FMB board of 
trustees, said he called Pressler and expressed his concern that Pressler's nomination 
would be a "poor action." 

- -more - - 
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"It distresses me that those of us, leaders of the conservative resurgence, would 
try to extend authority and control (of the SBC) by rotating from board to board," Hancock 
told Baptist Press. There are many strong leaders from the various state conventions who 
could serve and the SBC would profit, Hancock said. 

"I'm not opposed to Pressler, I'm opposed to the image of a few people controlling 
the boards and agencies," Hancock said. 

Hancock said he was considering making a motion in Indianapolis to nominate an 
alternate to Pressler for the FMB but hadn't yet made a final decision. He said he felt 
it ought to be a Texas Baptist to make the motion since it concerns a Texas Baptist 
position. 

But Pressler said it is ironic charges of "cronyism" were being made against hie 
nomination when he could remember several husband-and-wife combinations on SBC boards 
prior to 1979, the start of the "conservative resurgence." Pressler is given credit for 
being one of the architects of that movement which gained control of SBC leadership over 
the past decade. 

Pressler, 62, served seven years on the powerful SBC Executive Committee before 
rotating off last year. 

Baptist Press called a number of SBC leaders and high-profile conservative pastors 
in Texas and most of them were sympathetic to the withdrawal of Pressler's nomination. 
However, all asked not to be quoted and said they would not publicly support any movement 
to provide an alternate nomination. 

- -3o- -  

Southeastern trustees elect 
Paige Patterson as president By Robert H. Dilday 

Baptist Press 
5/15/92 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)--In a widely-anticipated move, trustees of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary elected Dallas educator Paige Patterson as the school's fifth 
president during a special called meeting May 14 on the school's Wake Forest, N.C., 
campus. 

The 24-1 secret ballot vote followed an hour-and-a-half discussion between Patterson 
and trustees, whose sometimes pointed questions probed his role in the Southern Baptist 
Convention's conservative movement; his relationship with trustees of Criswell College in 
Dallas, where he has served the last 17 years as president; and the approach he will take 
with seminary professors uneasy with Southeastern's increasingly conservative tack. 

Although spectators and the press were permitted to attend the discussion, voting 
took place in executive session. Board chairman Roger Ellsworth said an attempt after the 
election to make the vote unanimous failed by "three or four votes." 

"Several people who voted for Dr. Patterson voted against making it unanimous," he 
said. 

"It's a great honor to be chosen for any position like this," Patterson, 49, told 
reporters at the conclusion of the closed session. "To follow Dr. Lewis Drummond (as 
president) is also a great honor and I ask all to pray for me. I hope to do as credible a 
job as he did." 

Patterson will join the seminary's administrative staff June 15, giving him a two- 
week period of overlap with Drummond, who retires June 30 after four years as president. 
Inauguration ceremonies are expected in the fall. 

In addition to his responsibilities as president, Patterson will serve as a tenured 
faculty member. 

- -more- - 
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Trustees approved an annual salary package of about $70,000, said Paul Fletcher, 
vice president for internal affairs. Patterson also will receive an additional $21,000 in 
annual insurance and annuity benefits, an automobile and use of the president's house on 
campus, Fletcher said. 

The new president will face daunting challenges in his role, including potential 
loss of accreditation, declining student enrollment, loss of faculty and decreased 
financial revenues. 

Southeastern has traveled a rocky path since 1987, when a new majority of 
conservative trustees voted to employ only biblical inerrantists as professors. That 
decision prompted the resignation of president Randall Lolley and other administrative 
staff members and subsequently hastened the departure of several professors. 

Drummond's election as president in 1988 met resistance from remaining faculty, as 
student enrollment declined from over 1,000 in 1987 to about half that today. The 
deepening conflict eventually drew the attention of the school's accrediting agencies, the 
Association of Theological Schools and the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. 
SACS has placed the seminary on probation, a disciplinary action that could lead to loss 
of accreditation and ATS is considering a similar move. 

Satisfying accreditation concerns will be "agenda No. 1," said Patterson, assuring 
trustees the agencies' stipulations could be met. "They have not asked us to do anything 
unconscionable. They are reasonable requests. They can be achieved." 

While he has "some sympathy" with a growing movement among Southern Baptists to 
"dump accrediting agencies," he dismissed the possibility of severing ties with ATS and 
SACS. "In the kind of world we live in you can't proceed effectively without accrediting 
agencies," he said. He noted "every major corporate giving unit" expects schools to be 
accredited. In addition, today's mobile students transfer from institution to institution 
and only classwork from accredited schools will transfer with them. 

Patterson said he is optimistic the newly raised conservative banner at Southeastern 
will attract a growing number of students - -  perhaps as early as this fall - -  to offset 
the past four years' losses. 

He said students from as far away as California have expressed interest in attending 
the North Carolina school in part because of the "growing confidence across the country 
that these (Southeastern) trustees are being sensitive to the Southern Baptist 
constituency." 

Patterson acknowledged some students from the Carolinas and Virginia - -  traditional 
feeder states for Southeastern but widely perceived as populated by more moderate Baptists 
- -  may turn to other theological institutions for training. 

But he maintained others from the region who traveled west in search of more 
conservative seminaries will return as Southeastern's conservative reputation grows. 

Increased enrollment will be crucial to Southeastern's financial stability as well, 
since contributions from Southern Baptists' Cooperative Program unified budget to the 
denomination's s i x  seminaries are based on a formula directly related to enrollment. 

A freeze placed on the formula two years ago to shelter Southeastern from the impact 
of declining enrollment is expected to be lifted later next year. 

Patterson's clout with conservative leaders who now hold the denomination's reins 
could s - n r  him well in lobbying for pieces of the Coop-rative Program pie. "I don't want 
to take advantage of any influence to exploit but I'd be disappointed if whatever 
influence I had would not let me tell the Southeastern story," he said. 

- -more- - 
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Beefing up the school's battery of professors - -  which will number only 12 by 
December - -  also requires attention, Patterson said, and an unknown number from Criswell 
College are expected to follow him to North Carolina. "There are some people there I'd 
like to take a look at," he said, although he declined to name any. 

Certain not to be on his faculty selection list are biblical inerrantists who favor 
employing women as pastors, although Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Ky., recently retained several faculty members who hold that view. "I favor women in 
various forms of ministry," he said. "But until someone can show me that 1 Timothy 2 
means something other than it does," he will oppose the view that women may be pastors. 

Trustees expressed strong confidence in their new president who was unanimously 
recommended by the board's search committee. Questions about Patterson's theology never 
emerged, an omission Ellsworth said was surprising. However, one trustee quipped, "Do you 
ask the Pope if he's Catholic?" 

But despite their obvious enthusiasm, trustees weren't reluctant to ask him hard 
questions, including his alleged "political notoriety." 

Patterson has been a catalyst in steering the SBC to the theological right since 
1979 and his prominence in conservative strategies has earned him intense loyalties and 
enmities. His wide involvement prompted a directive last year from Criswell College 
trustees that he curtail convention activities and spend more time on school affairs, a 
directive he resisted. Some press reports indicated he was fired and reinstated but 
Patterson denied that during his interview with Southeastern trustees. 

"It is not the case that I was fired," he said. "It is true that the trustees asked 
me to devote my time to other things," including 50 percent of his schedule to fund- 
raising. "That was the beginning of my disagreement with trustees." 

Attempts to resolve the differences - -  including an offer to make him vice 
chancellor of Criswell College - -  were unsuccessful and there has not yet been any 
resolution of the matter, he said. 

"It's my persuasion somebody's thinking would have to change if I stayed at Criswell 
indefinitely - -  either their (trustees') thinking or my thinking," Patterson said. 
"Otherwise I'd have to find something else to do. " 

As seminary president his concerns for theological orthodoxy - -  especially in 
Southern Baptists' educational institutions - -  won't diminish, he said, but he will modify 
the way he expresses those concerns. 

"I have felt quite free to speak about anything in the six (SBC) seminaries, but 
under employment of one of the seminaries it would be less than appropriate for me to 
meddle in the other five seminaries," he said. 

Be added: "I hope there never comes a day when I do not stand for the truth of the 
Word of God and where there are substantive issues to be addressed I think we should 
address them." However, he said, it would have to be through "the appropriate means." 

Those promises apparently did not satisfy Jerry Holcomb of Virginia Beach, Va., the 
single trustee to oppose Patterson's election. 

"My only concern is that he gave no assurances he would not be active in the 
political life of the convention," said Holcomb, pastor of King's Grant Baptist Church in 
Virginia Beach and current president of the Baptist General Association of Virginia. 

"He's warm and winsome. Nothing he said gave me a problem. I just feel right now 
Southeastern needs a president who gives a major portion of his time to the school." 

- -more- - 
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But trustee Adrian Rogers of Memphis, Tenn., said Southern Baptists have nothing to 
fear from Patterson. "I appreciate and love this man," said Rogers, pastor of Bellevue 
Baptist Church and a former SBC president. "If people are afraid of Paige Patterson they 
are afraid of scholarship, compassion, love and courage. ... We will help nudge this 
school to a higher orbit." 

Moderate professors who joined the faculty prior to the 1987 changes and now find 
themselves out of step with the school's new direction may find some comfort in Rogers' 
words. Patterson promised to treat those professors with "dignity, compassion and 
concern. I want to respond to them in a Christ-like way. 1'11 ask them to support the 
general direction of the institution and give me an opportunity to prove I love and 
respect them." 

However, preservation of Southeastern's theological integrity may call for harsher 
m asures, he hinted. "If an individual will not be a part of the team and part of the 
direction, then I'll tell them I'll help them find another place to share their skills." 

That approach is "foreboding for those professors who are still here," said Robert 
Culpeper, professor of theology and president of the local chapter of the American 
Association of University Professors. 

While he said he was "gratified" by Patterson's concern to maintain accreditation, 
Culpeper warned Southeastern is "moving in the direction of an indoctrination center 
rather than a school of education. That spells the end of a theological seminary if that 
is the case," he charged. "Openness of inquiry is essential." 

Patterson earlier denied he would abridge academic freedom at the school but 
maintained such freedom must be balanced with academic responsibility. 

"You have to have freedom to present views and present them fairly," he said. "But 
if we don't advocate certain views how are we different from the University of North 
Carolina or the University of Texas?" 

Kurt Richardson, professor of historical theology, praised Patterson's election, 
calling him "the best educational administrator the conservatives have to offer. His 
response during the question-and-answer period with trustees shows he's very sensitive to 
concerns here." 

Students observing the trustee action shared Richardson's upbeat assessment. 

"Most students feel good about the election," said Joe Lawing of Lake Waccamaw, N.C. 
"The majority are happy about it. " 

Lawing said he began studies at Southeastern in 1989 because changes were "in the 
works." Patterson's election is "part of God's plan" for the school, he said. 

Jeff Perkins, a Kentuckian, said Southeastern's new conservative outlook also was a 
"drawing card" for him and he selected the school over the much closer Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Patterson's election confirms his earlier decision, he said. 

Although Patterson promised to seek amicable ties with the school's 7,000 alumni, 
many of whom are more moderate theologically than he is, he may be hampered by the 
resignation of Southeastern's national alumni president. 

Leon Smith of Gastonia, N.C., resigned May 14 to protest Patterson's election, 
reported Associated Baptist Press. 

By selecting Patterson, trustees "have chosen to ignore the voice of the vast 
majority" of alumni, Smith said in a statement released to ABP. 

--more- - 
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Smith also charged the presidential search committee did not follow due process and 
"did not take seriouslyn the advisory task force, which functions to assist the search 
committee in its search for a candidate for president. However, board chairman Ellsworth 
said the search committee followed exactly the procedures laid out in the seminary 
documents concerning the election of a president. 

- -3o-  - 
(BP) photos available upon request from Southeastern Seminary. 

Southeastern modifies 
faculty selection process By Robert H. Dilday 

Baptist Press 
5/15/92 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)--Although electing Paige Patterson as the school's new 
president topped the agenda of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary's board meeting 
May 14, trustees used the special called meeting to give themselves a greater role in 
selecting faculty and to authorize the seminary's president to choose chapel speakers. 

Both issues, held from last March's trustee meeting, have been long-running points 
of contention between trustees and faculty. The board's action May 14 appears to have 
settled the dispute, although Russ Bush, vice president for academic affairs and dean of 
the faculty, told trustees the school's teachers "don't want you to adopt this." 

The new faculty selection process modifies a proposal tabled at the March meeting 
which reduced faculty participation in selecting new professors to an advisory role. 

Earlier procedures gave faculty an opportunity to virtually block election of 
persons they opposed. That impediment made it difficult for seminary administrators and 
trustees, who since 1988 have become more conservative, to employ professors over the 
objections of more moderate faculty members. 

Attempts t o  circumvent the process led to charges of violating the seminary's 
policies and its commitment to "shared governance" among trustees, administrators and 
faculty and led in part to scrutiny from the seminary's accrediting agencies. 

The modified proposal adopted without opposition May 14 is similar to the tabled 
motion although it permits additional faculty input. It makes clear, however, that "full 
consent between all parties is desirable, but lack of consent is not sufficient grounds to 
halt the process." 

It also notes that in "the rare, special case where an exceptionally qualified 
individual becomes available to the school, the president in consultation with the v i c e  
president for academic affairs/dean of the faculty and the area faculty may move more 
rapidly than normal ... in order to secure the opportunity of interviewing this potential 
candidate." 

"This school has been bogged down by reasons of policy and sub-policy and 
procedures," said president-elect Patterson. "It is practically an impossible situation. 
This is an effort to simplify. ... I'm interested in what faculty thinks but to build a 
great school there have to be some presidential prerogatives." 

He also said the new procedure is "much more in accord with (practices) at the other 
five (Southern Baptist) seminaries." 

Several trustees expressed frustration with the school's commitment to "shared 
governance." Adrian Rogers of suburban Memphis, Tenn., called the concept an "oxymoron," 
because "no one is in charge." 

"Are we (trustees), in the spirit of shared governance, shackled with an idea that 
we cannot make policy without acquiescence of the faculty or we face the ire of 
accrediting agencies?" Rogers asked. "This group is being held hostage." 

- -more- - 
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The issue will never be completely settled until Southeastern has a faculty majority 
that professes biblical inerrancy, said Robert Crowley of Rockville, Md. 

"I encourage our president-elect to move ahead this summer or sooner and name as 
many faculty members as he can," Crowley said. "If the vacancies he fills do not bring a 
majority then we trustees should raise money to create more positions. We will never get 
out of this impasse until we have a majority." 

The new process for choosing chapel speakers gives the seminary's president final 
say in selection. Prior to the trustee action, faculty considered chapel to be part of 
the curriculum, said Bush, and a faculty committee chose all speakers. The president had 
little input, he said. 

Under the new procedure, the president "must approve any speaker, program or guest 
lecturer." He also may preside at chapel, designate certain days for denominational 
programs and choose the speaker for graduation ceremonies. 

-*30-- 

Oklahoma pastor 
to challenge Porter By Bob E. Mathews 

Baptist Press 
5/15/92 

OKZANOMA CITY (BP)--Bob Bender, pastor of First Baptist Church in Ada, Okla., will 
be nominated next month in Indianapolis to serve as registration secretary for the 
Southern Baptist Convention. He will vie for the position with current registration 
secretary Lee Porter who has held the job 15 years. 

The SBC registration secretary oversees the credentials and tellers committees as 
well as the messenger registration process. 

As a member of this year's credentials committee, Bender will serve with the man he 
is challenging in the election. 

Bender will be nominated by O.S. Hawkins, a former Oklahoma pastor now serving as 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

"As far as Lee personally is concerned, that's not an issue," Bender said. "I've 
been thinking about it for almost a year and have been talking with some of my friends and 
they've encouraged me to go ahead and O.S. said he'd be honored to nominate me." 

Bender said he has "a desire to serve the convention and be used in whatever way the 
Lord chooses to use me, if indeed I'm elected." 

"It's time for a change," Hawkins said, "and to elect someone who will work in 
cooperation with and support the duly-elected presidents of the SBC." 

The Florida pastor listed several other reasons: 

- -  "Bender is qualified. He handled the registration duties for the SBC's largest 
state convention (Texas) when it met in Austin." 

- -  "He is qualified educationally with an earned doctorate." 
- -  "He's a denominational loyalist." 

- -  "He has no axe to grind." 
- -  "He's straight as an arrow." 

- -  " H i s  election will enlarge the tent and bring other p ople in." 

- -  "He's a long time friend and serves one of my former pastorates." 
- -more- - 
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Porter, a former Baptist Sunday School Board staffer now serving as assistant to the 
pastor at St. Andrew Baptist Church in Panama City, Fla., said he has been opposed only 
twice in his 15 years as registration secretary. The first time he won by a 70 percent 
margin while last year in Atlanta he won by 17 votes over a Louisiana pastor. 

"I plan to be renominated for the position in Indianapolis," said Porter, 62, 
adding, "I have been elected by the messengers and as long as the messengers want me to 
serve, I will continue to serve. 

"I feel I have brought honest and integrity to the registration and the election 
process. I have tried to keep political positions out of registration. We register 
people from any church as long as they come with proper credentials. We've asked the 
credentials committee year after year to never make a decision on the basis of a political 
decision. 

"We try to treat everybody exactly the same and when it comes to balloting we simply 
ask they ballot according to the constitution and bylaws," he added. "There has never 
been any question about the fairness and honesty of any ballot vote." 

Bender said he was appointed by then-SBC president Charles Stanley to serve on the 
tellers' committee. "I worked with Lee then," Bender said. "Lee did a great job and 
trained us (the committees) well," 

In May 1991 Porter took early retirement from the BSSB after he was told he could 
not be nominated for further service as a SBC officer and continue as a BSSB employee. 

After the 1990 SBC in New Orleans BSSB officials told Porter it: would be "unwise" 
for him to serve as registration secretary again. Porter charged the board leadership was 
making a "radical change in policy" in not allowing him to be renominated for the SBC post 
since five other SBC employees had served a total of 85 years as convention officers. 

Porter describes himself as "a denominationalist" who believes in the work of the 
SBC. "I'm not a crusader. I've been caught in the crossfire," he said last year. 

--3o-- 

Cuban Baptist recalls past, 
says future in 'God's hands' By Wary E. Speidel 

Baptist Press 
5/15/92 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)--Leoncio Veguilla once tossed a snake at the pulpit of Cuba's 
Regla Baptist Church. 

Little did he know the preacher would help change his life. 

Veguilla was growing up in Regla, a fishing village across the bay from the Cuban 
capital, Havana. Often when he passed by the local Baptist church he enjoyed disrupting 
services led by the late Herbert Caudill. Caudill and his wife, Marjorie, were Southern 
Baptist home missionaries in Cuba at the time. 

Caudill threatened to take him to the police but Veguilla promised to reform. He 
began attending church activities. 

The missionary gave him his first Bible. "He taught me Isaiah 53:6, the first verse 
I learned: 'All we like sheep have gone astray ...,'" recalled Veguilla, now a pastor and 
leader of the Baptist Convention of Western Cuba. 

He later accepted Christ as Savior at a Royal Ambassador meeting for boys led by 
Caudill. At age 15, he was baptized a member of Regla Baptist Church. 

Veguilla recalled his early Baptist roots during a May visit to the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board in Richmond, Va., which has related to western Cuban Baptists since 
1989. Earlier the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board maintained those relationships. 

- -more- - 
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Now 61, Veguilla survived some trying times in his nearly 40 years as a Cuban 
Baptist pastor and leader. 

Perhaps the most difficult: the nearly four years he spent as a prisoner of the 
Cuban government. He was one of about 50 Cuban Baptist leaders imprisoned in 1965 on 
various political charges. Caudill and his son-in-law, home missionary David Fite, were 
also among the group. 

During his first few months in prison, Veguilla lost 50 pounds. But he never lost 
hope. When he slept Veguilla dreamed of being free. During his waking hours, he would 
say: *'This is not my place ... I don't belong to the prison.'" 

He was held in several Cuban prisons. He spent most of his time in a facility just 
a few miles from his family, so his wife and three children were able to visit. 

In prison, Veguilla was assigned to work in nearby sugar cane fields. "At first the 
work was very hard for me," said Veguilla, who didn't have a farming background. "When I 
was cutting the green stalks of sugar cane, it seemed as if I were in a prison of cane." 

Veguilla was held in the same jail as seven other Baptist leaders. Every day they 
gathered to sing and pray. They held weekly worship services for the other inmates. They 
later divided into small worship groups led by the pastors. Many prisoners became 
believers in Christ, Veguilla said. 

He spent much time studying the Bible, making plans for his family and preparing 
convention programs and curricula for the Baptist seminary in Havana. 

Eventually all the Baptist pastors and missionaries were released. Veguilla, who 
had been sentenced to nine years, was freed in late 1968. 

Early the next year, the Caudills and Fites left Cuba - -  the last of the Southern 
Baptist missionaries to evacuate the country. That same year Veguilla became pastor of 
Havana's Cerro Baptist Church, where he still sexves. 

For the past 20 years Veguilla has taught at the Baptist seminary. He also has held 
almost every leadership role in the convention, including president, Royal Ambassador 
director, religious education director and founder and president of the historical 
commission. Each summer he works at the Baptist camp near Yumuri. 

Most recently Veguilla was elected general secretary at the western convention's 
annual meeting in Havana. Messengers also unanimously approved a new foreign missions 
offering in honor of the Caudills, whom Veguilla says were like parents to him. The 
offering will be collected each December. 

Veguilla estimated the convention's 106 churches now have about 7,700 members. They 
are led by 55 pastors and 15 lay pastors. 

Cuban Baptists in those churches are seeing one of the greatest opportunities to 
share the gospel in many years, Veguilla said. "Many (non-Christians) are saying, 'You 
have the same things we have. What makes you so happy?'" he related. "We say it's 
because we are Christians. They ask, 'What's a Christian?' And we have the opportunity to 
preach. " 

Veguilla is in the United States consulting with Baptist leaders and attending a 
short-term course at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. 
During an interview in Richmond, he asked Southern Baptists to pray that Cubans will 
continue to open themselves to Christ. 

--more- - 
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He also urged prayer for resolution of Cuba's current economic crisis. "We don't 
know what's going to pass ... but I know the future is in the hands of God, so the future 
is sure. I don't put my confidence in any man ... but only in God." - -30- - 
(BP) photo mailed to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of Baptist Press. 

Savage hailstorms damage 
Baylor University, churches By Orville Scott 

Baptist Press 
5/15/92 

WACO, Texas (BP)--Hailstorms wreaked $5 million damage to Baylor University 
facilities and severely damaged Texas Baptist churches and homes of church members in the 
Waco, Arlington, Mansfield and Cleburne areas. 

Most churches were still awaiting appraisals from over-burdened insurance adjusters 
last week. 

Baylor news director Keith Randall reported severe damage to roofs and windows of 45 
buildings on the Baylor campus in Waco, including one dormitory with 400 windows broken. 
Autos of about 6,000 students also were damaged. 

At First Baptist Church in Waco, hail up to grapefruit size destroyed two-thirds of 
the roofs and broke 171 windows, allowing rain to damage interior walls, carpets and 
furnishings, associate pastor Larry Maddox said. 

Apparently the hail was driven by tornadic winds since one hailstone sailed through 
a window and imbedded itself in a door on the far side of the room, Maddox said. 

The hail shattered the wire-reinforced glass around First Baptist's dome and 
punctured the metal roof of the dome. One roof alone appeared to have a thousand holes 
from the hail. 

Also severely damaged was Edgefield Baptist Church near the Baylor campus, said Paul 
Stripling, director of missions for Waco Baptist Association. 

Among the hardest-hit in Arlington near Dallas was Fielder Road Baptist Church, 
which suffered damage to the roofs on most of its buildings, said Lee Harris, director of 
buildings and grounds. Hail also broke 90 wtndows and damaged carpets, air conditioners 
and six buses. 

First Baptist Church in Mansfield near Arlington suffered damage to its roof and the 
homes of its pastor, James Moore, and about half the church members. 

In Cleburne, about 70 percent of the homes and most churches were damaged by the 
savage hailstorm, said Bill E. Roe, direcror of missions for Trinity-Brazos Baptist Area. 

--3o* - 

RFRA hearing focuses 
on abortion debate By Tom Strode 

Baptist Press 
5/15/92 

WASHINGTON (BP)--Disagreement over whether the Religious Freedom Restoration Act 
will advance abortion rights dominated a recent congressional hearing on the bill. 

RFRA (House of Representatives Bill 2797) is designed to restore the free exercise 
of religion to its status before the Supreme Court's 1990 Employment Division v. Smith 
opinion. In Smith, the court ruled government was not required to show it had a 
"compelling interestw outranking religious freedom before -restricting the First Amendment 
right. 



5/15/92 Page 18 Baptist Press 

Nearly all 13 witnesses in the two-day hearing before the Civil and Constitutional 
Rights Subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee agreed the Smith decision needed a 
legislative remedy. While concurring on the damage done by Smith, pro-lifers split over 
the specifics of RFRA. 

Rep. Chris Smith, R.-N.J., the National Right to Life Committee and the United 
States Catholic Conference expressed opposition unless the legislation includes language 
excluding abortion claims from being made by women. The National Association of 
Evangelicals and some lawyers with pro-life credentials denied any new right to abortion 
would result from RF'RA. 

The Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission, which takes a pro-life position and 
is also the convention's religious liberty organization, examined the abortion concerns 
closely last year before deciding the pro-choice agenda would not be advanced by RFRA. 

"Pro-life legislators can support this bill without having to choose between life 
and religious libertyJn CLC general counsel Michael Whitehead said after observing 
portions of the hearing. "The ACLU promised to continue making claims of a religious 
right to abortion under the First Amendment, just as they have in the past, whether or not 
RFRA is enacted. The CLC and other pro-life groups are convinced RFRA will not help the 
ACLU win such claims." 

Oliver Thomas, general counsel of the Baptist Joint Committee, said after the 
hearing he was hopeful about RFRA "because it was made clear that this bill is 
scrupulously neutral on abortion. And I think it also was made clear there will be no 
restoration of religious liberty if either side" in the abortion debate tries to use RFRA 
as a weapon for its agenda. 

"I am delighted the Christian Life Commission and the Baptist Joint Committee are 
working together on this issue," Thomas said. "As the chairman of the coalition, I want 
to commend the CLC and orher pro-life groups who have stuck by this bill in the face of 
these allegations. " 

In testimony May 13-14, National Right to Life and the Catholic Conference expressed 
concern RFRA would provide a new basis for finding a right to abortion if the Supreme 
Court overturns the Roe v. Wade decision legalizing abortion. Supporters of the 
legislation agreed claims abortion is a religious right would be made bur they would 
undoubtedly fail largely because the government would find it has a ucompelling interest" 
in protecting the unborn. 

The status of the law is "there is no compelling interest in unborn life," said 
James Bopp, NRLC's general counsel. RFRA "is a very potent legal weapon that Congress 
would hand to the ACLU and abortion advocates." 

"RFRA creates no new or enhanced free exercise claims different from those that 
could have been raised under the Free Exercise Clause itself before Smith," said Robert 
Dugan, director of NAE's public affairs office. 

Dugan and others pointed out five Supreme Court justices have written in opinions 
there is a compelling stare interest in protecting unborn life throughout pregnancy. The 
total excludes Justices David Souter and Clarence Thomas who have not yet expressed an 
opinion on the subject. 

"If the Supreme Court overturns Roe, it is virtually inconceivable to me that the 
very same court would, on free exercise grounds, re-establish a right to abortion," said 
Rep. Stephen Solarz, D.-N.Y., chief sponsor of RFRA. While arguments abortion is a 
religious right would be made, their chances of succeeding would be "extremely slim ... 
I happen to think nonexistent. " 

--more- - 
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Rep. Henry Hyde, R.-Ill., a House pro-life leader, agreed legislation was needed to 
correct Smith but remained unconvinced abortion rights would not be advanced. Pro-life 
groups supporting RFkl "are willing to throw the dice and take a chance. ... I'm not," 
Hyde said. 

Douglas Laycock, a University of Texas law professor, cited the St. Agnes Hospital 
v. Riddick case in which a district court found after Smith that government had a 
compelling interest in requiring a religious hospital to train all its residents to do 
abortions. 

"Congressman, if the only thing you care about is abortion, you need this bill," 
Laycock said. nConservatives need this bill as much as liberals. Mainstream churches 
need it" as much as minority sects. 

"Without religious freedom, there wouldn't be much of a pro-life movement," Dugan 
said. 

"But without life, there can't be religious freedom," Hyde responded. 

Nadine Strossen, president of the American Civil Liberties Union, said there had 
been a "fixation on the abortion issue" at the expense of religious liberty. As a 
supporter of RFRA, she said the ACLU would make religious exercise claims for abortion 
with or without RFRA. "The statute does not change whatever claim can be made with 
respect to freedom of religion when it comes to abortion," Strossen said. 

Ed Gaffney, dean at Valparaiso University School of Law, said after Smith and 
without RFU: 

- -  Roman Catholic children no longer have the right to be excused from sex 
education classes espousing teachings contrary to their parents' beliefs. 

- -  Churches are not exempt from hiring homosexuals. 

- - Christian schools cannot avoid accreditation requirements expected of secular 
schools. 

RFRA has 187 co-sponsors in the House but has yet to be introduced in the Senate. 
Few of the sponsors are strongly pro-life. 

"The hearings produced compelling evidence secular forces axe using government to 
persecute people of religious faith, even moreso since Smith," the CLC's Whitehead said. 
"We believe RFRA is a necessary remedy to help reverse this trend of government hostility 
toward free exercise." 

Smith has introduced an alternative bill, the Religious Freedom Act (H.R. 4040), 
which includes language prohibiting abortion claims from being made and language 
preventing restrictions on church participation in government social service programs. 

--3o-- 

Baptist ministers on scene 
at deadly hostage standoff By Polly McNabb 

Baptist Press 
5/15/92 

OLIVEHURST, Calif. (BP)--Five Southern Baptist ministers, one a reserve police 
chaplain, were on the scene May 1 as a gunman held 80 students captive for eight and a 
half hours at Lindhurst High School. Three students and a teacher were killed and nine 
other students wounded in the standoff before the suspect surrendered to police. 

Officials identified the gunman as Eric Huston, a 20-year-old high school dropout. 
- -more- - 
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Duane Hodges, new pastor at First Baptist Church in Colusa, said there was "a 
tremendous outpouring on the part of the Christian community" during the siege, which was 
overshadowed by rioting in Los Angeles over the Rodney King verdict. 

Shortly after the seige began, chaplains from Sacramento and Placer and Colusa 
counties arrived to assist, according to Lewis McElfresh, pastor of Cooper Avenue Baptist 
Church in Yuba City who has been working as a reserve police chaplain since 1986. 

One of the first duties of the chaplains was to debrief students as they were 
released by the captor. After debriefing, the released hostages were placed on a bus and 
taken to elementary school to meet their parents. 

The most difficult task for the chaplains, McElfresh said, was having to break the 
news to parents whose children had been killed. 

"You have this kind of blank feeling within yourself," he said. "You dread it and 
there is nothing you can do to soft-pedal it. You just have to share what happened." 

Because the relatives' reaction is difficult to predict in such emotional 
situations, McElfresh said he always tries to have a police officer present at those 
times. 

Two teen-agers from Cooper Avenue Baptist Church were among the students held 
hostage. Their cousin was one of those slain. 

McElfresh said things in Olivehurst have begun to settle down in the three weeks 
following the incident. The school has reopened and most of the students have returned. 
But McElfresh admitted he has still not regained his strength from the experience. 

"You're all hyped up while it's going on and then when it's over all your strength 
drains out of you and you feel limp," McElfresh said. 

Other Southern Baptist ministers who helped comfort the hostages and victims' 
families were Fred Nickell, pastor of Hall Street Baptist Church in Marysville; Dave 
Burkhardt, minister of music at First Southern Baptist Church in Auburn; and Glenn 
Murphey, pastor of Feather River Baptist Church in Marysville. - -30- - 

Brotherhood breakfast 
will feature Williams By Steve Barber 

Baptist Press 
5/15/92 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)--James D. Williams, president of the Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission, will serve as featured speaker for the 1992 National Brotherhood 
Breakfast at the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Scheduled 7 a.m. Wednesday, June 10, at the Hyarr Regency Indianapolis, the 
breakfast will be Williams' first as president of the agency. 

The breakfast also will honor this year's winner of the High School Baptist Young 
Men's National Missions Speak Out Award. John Highsmith, a member of Tusculum Hills 
Baptist Church in Nashville and a rising senior at Overton High School there, will deliver 
his winning speech. 

In addition, 14 honorees will be recognized with the International Legion of Royal 
Ambassador Leaders Award of Merit, created in 1989 to honor the contributions of 
professional and lay leaders to the Brotherhood Commission's program for boys in 
grades 1-9. 

Honorees in full-time Christian service are Roy J. Gilleland Jr., Nashville, and 
David kingford, Raleigh, N.C. - -more- - 
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Laypersons to be honored include David F. and Janet H. Brown, Shelby, N.C.; F. 
Harold Heiney, Pine Ridge, S.D.; Jim S. Holland Sr., Sheffield, Ala.; Joe T. Lenamon, Fort 
Worth, Texas; Travis Murray, Amory, Miss.; Leo Smith, Marque, Texas; Bryce J. Stokes, 
Auburn, Ala.; Norman L. Wagoner, Bismarck, N.D.; and Dwight Wade Watts, Trujillo, Peru. 

Posthumous awards will honor Kirby Able, John A. Farmer, Eddie M. Iglehart, and H. 
Mac Johnson Jr . 

Also at the breakfast, a group of 16 High School Baptist Young Men will be 
recognized as recipients of the Missions Challenge National Award, the highest level of 
achievement in the Brotherhood Commission's program for young men in grades 10-12. 

Tickets for the breakfast are $12.50 per person and will be available at the SBC 
Missions Day Camp registration booth and the Brotherhood exhibit, both at the Indiana 
Convention Center adjacent to the Hoosier Dome. 

- -3o- -  

Volunteers still have time 
to register for Crossover 

Baptist Press 
5/15/92 

ATLANTA (BP)--Volunteers are still needed for Crossover Indianapolis, said Bill Cox, 
volunteer and local coordinator of the evangelistic project. 

"We don't have many people who have signed commitment cards to be there, but as I 
travel across the states, I hear people say, 'We're coming,'" Cox said. 

People need to register so they can be assigned to activities where they are needed, 
Cox said. 

Bobby Sunderland of the Home Mission Board's evangelism section said about 2,000 
people have volunteered but the majority of the registered participants are from Indiana. 

Crossover Indianapolis is the evangelistic thrust preceding the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting in June. One of this year's activities is street evangelism 
June 2-5 which will involve about 250 volunteers. Other events include door-to-door 
witnessing and four block parties Saturday, June 6, a church-starting campaign and 200 
simultaneous revivals in area churches. 

Activities will culminate with a rally June 6 where J. Harold Smith will preach. 
Smith is famous for his sermon titled "God's Three Deadlines." 

To register, call the Crossover Indianapolis office at (317) 636-7121. 
- - 3 o - -  

Louisiana evangelist 
candidate for SBC VP By Herb Hollinger 

Baptist Press 
5/15/92 

RUSTON, La. (BP)--Louisiana evangelist: Joe Aulds has announced his candidacy for 
first vice president of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Election of officers, including a new president, comes during the June 9-11 annual 
meeting of the SBC in Indianapolis. 

Although there are at least three announced candidates for president, Aulds 
apparently is the first to announce for a vice president's post. Unlike the president, 
who is customarily given two one-year terms, vice presidents are rarely re-elected to one- 
year terms although the post has been a stepping stone to the presidency on occasion. 

Aulds, a native of Louisiana and state pastor for more than 16 years, will be 
nominated by Leo Lytle, pastor of Bentley (La.) Baptist Church. 

--more- - 
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A full-time evangelist for two years based in Ruston, Aulds is a member of the SBC 
Committee on Order of Business and the Order of Business Committee for the Louisiana 
Baptist Convention. 

Well-known in Louisiana for his conservative views, Aulds has preached revivals in 
20 states. A native of Union Parish in Louisiana, he graduated from Louisiana College and 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. 

He was pastor of First Baptist Church in Marion, Pinecroft Baptist Church in 
Shreveport and Temple Baptist Church in Winnsboro, all in Louisiana. 

--3o-- 
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Senior adults can contribute 
to youth's lives, says Shedd By Pat Cole 

Baptist Press 
5/15/92 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)--Today's youth hunger for the seasoned wisdom senior adults can 
offer, said Christian author and speaker Charlie Shedd. 

"I thought when f got to be 55 or 60 I would be out of the youth scene," said the 
76-year-old Shedd in an interview at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. "But I've 
found today's kids would rather talk with a grandparent than a parent." 

Shedd, who conducted a writing workshop at the Louisville, Ky., school in May, 
includes in his speaking itinerary about two dozen youth audiences each year. He is an 
ordained Presbyterian minister who is currently "author in residencea at Riverbend Baptist 
Church in Austin, Texas, where he preaches regularly. 

"I always affirm young people today as being smarter than I was when I was a kid," 
he said. "I always tell kids 'I honor your brain and salute your intelligence.' I tell 
them I am wiser than they are because wisdom only comes with age. So I suggest we mix my 
wisdom and their brains and we can have a wonderful time together." 

Shedd became popular with youth and young adult audiences 25 years ago after writing 
"Letters to Karen" and "Letters to Philip." The books, which are among 37 titles he has 
authored, are still in print and about 5 million copies have been sold. For several 
years, he wrote a column about sex and dating for "Teen Magazine." 

Youth admire senior citizens who have experienced long and happy marriages, said 
Shedd, noting many of today's youth do not have the benefit of parents with strong 
marriages. "They want to know if grandma and grandpa love each other," he said. "They 
want a witness to real love and want to know if it is possible to have a good marriage." 

Youth also are searching for moral guidance and ultimate truth, he said. "They want 
to know somebody believes in God and believes in heaven. They want to know what you 
believe about God." Shedd added he finds the Bible is still "hot copy" among youth. 

Senior adults must be willing to "believe in the future" in order to communicate 
with youth, Shedd stressed: "They t u n  off people who think all the good things have 
already happened." 


