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Resolutions Committee Saturday Meeting 

ATLANTA, June 1--President George Bush's scheduled appearance before 
the Southern Baptist Convention Thursday apparently will not prevent the 
convention's resolutions committee from proposing a resolutian critical of 
the president. 

* *  
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In a meeting Saturday, the SBC resolutions~~committee began work on a 
proposed resolution criticizingv~~ush ;for' not 'firing John Frohnmayer , 
chairman of the National ~ndohnbnt ' for the ~rts: 

h i *; * $"&"\2 * 
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The committee also began"drafting a pr~posed~resolution on human 
sexuality that barely stops:~short of criticizing a'report to be voted on by 
the national meeting of thi? 'Pre 

1--\ 

rian'church (USA) June 10. 
\ * , .\ 

Committee Chairman  avid Ha s of Lake charlest La., admitted the 
NEA resolution vlcould potentially be a problem1I in 'light of Bush's 
appearance before the SBC. \ n  If passed out of committee, the NEA resolution 
likely would be voted upon'wednesday by messengers. 

1 

However, Hankins was quidkb:to point out,thatThe committee generally 
appreciates the leadership Bush,has given the'lnation. Although no action 
has been taken yet, the committee discussed2the possibility of presenting a 
resolution commending the pres is leadership in the Persian Gulf 
War. 

\ ,-y 

IgThe committee will expre ort,for the president where it can 
and its disappointment where i nkins said. 

,*- --hi* 'P- "P Y C - *  , . -  
Rather than viewing :the*proposed NEA resolution as"'an'embarrassment to 

the president, Hankins said it might give him the "political support to 
make a decision he wants to make." 

The NEA has been a source of frustration for many evangelical 
~hristians for the past two years. NEA Chairman Frohnmayer has continued 
to approve federal grants for projects some Christians deem obscene and 
sacrilegious. For example, one NEA-funded project depicted a cross 
submerged in urine. 

Despite repeated protests, Bush has refused to dismiss Frohnmayer, 
saying he does not want to censor art. The resolutions committee 
discussion, however, focused not on censorship but on the federal funding 
of objectionable art. 

During discussion, members expressed their consternation at wanting to 
make a point to Bush about the NEA without casting a blanket criticism. 
One member said he supports Bush in most issues but feels strongly the 
president should do something about the NEA. 

Another member suggested the proposed resolution might demonstrate 
that current SBC leadership is not a puppet for the Republican Party as 
some critics have charged. 

Although not finalized, the proposed resolution suggests Southern 
Baptists "deplore the lack of leadershipvv given by Bush on the NEA issue 
and calls for Bush to remove the NEA chairman and to work with Congress to 
set standards of decency for federally funded art. 

The proposed resolution on human sexuality affirms sexual relations 
within marriage between I1a man and a woman.Iv It suggests that biblical 
guidelines for human sexuality are under attack "by a culture of moral 
relativism, even within the religious community." 

--over-- 

SBC News Room (404) 222.5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



Page 2--Resolutions Committee Saturday Meeting 

Further, the proposed resolution calls on "all christians to uphold 
the biblical standard of human sexuality." 

Although not specifically stated in the proposed resolution, the 
committee wanted to counter a report on human sexuality that Presbyterians 
are to consider in a meeting in ~altimore the week after the SBC meets in 
Atlanta. 

The Presbyterian report, which has been highly controversial within 
the Presbyterian denomination, is favorable toward alternative lifestyles 
such as homosexuality. 

Committee member A1 Mohler of Atlanta, who proposed the resolution, 
said it is an urgent issue because of a "cultural assault on Christian 
values and familyw in America today. 

"It has reached the point that the most dangerous assaults may be 
coming from within the church." 

Mohler said "timing is clearly an issuew in the proposed SBC 
resolution "in light of the fact that several significant denominational 
bodies are poised to make dramatic judgments on these issues." 

The United Methodist Church also has a study committee working on a 
report on sexuality. 

In crafting the proposed SBC resolution, committee members took pains 
to present a positive view of sexuality. The proposed resolution suggests 
that sex is for the "enjoyment and fulfillment of men and women." 

In discussion, committee members said they wanted to uphold biblical 
teaching on sexuality without appearing to be prudish. 

- - - - - - -- - -- - 
The resolutions committee has authority to act upon resolutions 

proposed by messengers and to create resolutions of its own. In its 
initial meeting, the committee began processing 18 proposals submitted in 
advance. If this yearts convention follows previous patterns, as many as 
85 proposals could be given to the committee before their final report 
Thursday morning, June 6. 

Items under consideration by the committee at this point are not 
official statements. Proposed resolutions must be printed in the 
convention Bulletin and then voted upon by messengers. 

The first report of the resolutions committee is scheduled for 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, June 5. 

Other issues identified by the committee as topics for possible 
resolutions are the family, the Gulf War, religious liberty and equal 
access to public school facilities for religious groups. 

In addition to Hankins and Mohler, other members of the committee are 
Gayden Jones of Baton Rouge, La.; H.H. tlBudw Jones of Waco, Texas; Harry 
"Haln Lane of Greenwood, S.C.; ~illiam llBilltl Merrell of Lawton, Okla.; 
Mary Norman of Post, Texas; Dean Register of Gulfport, Miss.; Larry 
Thompson of Merritt Island, Fla.; and Simon ~ s o i  of phoenix, ~riz. 

--3o-- 

By Mark Wingfield 



Release at 3:00 pm Sunday 

For Monday AM A - 

ATLANTA, June 2- naries serving in 
diverse parts of the n to challenge women 
attending the annual Woman's Missionary 
Union at the Georgia 

Laura Frances Sn she faced annoyances, 
disappointment, sorro h equanipity and received the power 
of God during her 34 south America. 

"The house is bu or my purse is 
snatched, the hub-cap car) are stolen and a 
window smashed -- these are; the .n that can take the shine 
off your day," Snow recounted. 

I1The cable comes gone to be with the Lord 
and you are half a and memories.' 

The missionary told the Tgmen,.she ,realized her work was worthwhile 
when she saw two generations o£" boys >- ,:"and wM *.% '3girls .+* she had trained become 
Sunday School teachers, coungelors, deacons and presidents of national - 

religious organizations. 
t- E ?q - )v, r 4.- aqjs .bT;;rt*\.~k" 

k+ + 'IIf anything-brings" me joy, it'"is when one of 'my "children' commits 
his life to Godf s service," she said. lVEven as I prepared this testimony, 
I was called to go to a new church to organize a missionary society. 
Pastor Juan Marcos Anaya was one of my intermediates a few years ago." 

The women's organization, auxiliary to the Southern Baptist 
Convention, was one of 10 Baptist groups meeting in advance of the three- 
day conference of the denomination that starts here Tuesday. 

Other Baptist groups include Hispanic ministers, women in ministry, 
campus ministers, Baptist peace fellowship, church musicians, educators, 
directors of associational missions, conservative pastors and moderate 
pastors. 

At the 134th session of the denomination, the 20,000 expected 
messengers are to elect a president, approve an annual operating budget of 
$140.7 million and take positions on a wide range of issues. 

 orris H. Chapman, pastor of First saptist Church, ~ichita Falls, 
Texas, is expected to win a second one-year term as president with little 
if any opposition. 

During the three-day meeting that ends Thursday, messengers will hear 
an address by President George Bush, a series of sermons and annual reports 
from 20 agencies. 

--3o-- 

By Roy Jennings -- 2:25 p.m. Sunday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Holliriger, News Room Manager 



Release at 6 pm Monday 

For Monday PMs 

ATLANTA, June 3--Southern Baptists need to launch a Christian school movement 
to help save a whole generation of children from the devil's deceptive philosophy 
of humanism, a specialist in Christian family ministries advised Southern Baptist 
pastors Monday at the Georgia World Congress Center. 

Tim LaHaye, president a 
also endorsed ,tax credits or 
to schools of their choice, 

"Choice in education is 
the n e ~ i  secretary of educatio 
consideked, I understand, in 
believe it $5 the wave of the 
the author, minister and telev 

LaHaye was one of a serie 
the opening of the three-day S 

Other Baptist groups con clude Hispanic pastors, , 
women in ministry, campus min s, directors of 
associational missions, women 

At the 134th session of ted messengers are to elect a 
president, approve an annual operating-budget of $140.7 million and take positions on a wide 
range of issues. qee&ykJ c 

$ "- Ah-,& 

Morris H. Chapman, pastor of ~irs"'t Baptist Church, Wichita Falls, Texas, is expected 
to win a second one-year em as president with l i t t l e r i f "any '~ ,oppos l t ion .  *rIaelx s )%>&?I.~C i a  t ~ . % ~ k $  -i u su r G 

During the three-day meeting that ends Thursday, the messengers also will hear 
an address by President Bush, a series of sermons and annual reports from 20 agencies. 

LaHaye, who started a system of 10 Christian schools in San Diego, addressed 
Southern Baptist pastors on the topic of "Revival in the Land." 

"I submit to you that this entire nation, which was founded on more biblical 
*principles than any nation in the history of the world, has been deceived during the 
past 70 years by the empty philosophy of secular humanism and the amored traditions of 
men that have brought us culturally to the very gates of Sodom and Gomorrah," he 
contended. 

"Unless God visits us with a spiritual and cultural revival that returns our society 
back to moral sanity, this nation will not survive this decade." 

LaHaye pointed to abortions, pornography, forcible rape and television programs 
to support his position. 

--3o-- 

By Roy Jennings -- 4 : 0 0  p.m. Sunday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



~esolutions Committee Saturday Meeting 

ATLANTA, June 1--President George Bush's scheduled appearance before 
the Southern Baptist Convention Thursday apparently will not prevent the 
convention's resolutions committee from proposing a resolution critical of 
the president. 

r )  
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In a meeting Saturday, thepSBC resolutions~~committee began work on a 
proposed resolution criticizing Bush for not'firing John Frohnmayer, 
chairman of the National ~ndohbnt for the Arts. , b % b y t  

h 
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The committee also began drafting a proposed resolution on human 
sexuality that barely stops:short of criticizing a report to be voted on by 
the national meeting of the Presbyterian Church (USA) June 10. 

I 
+ 

1 
Committee Chairman  avid Ha s of Lake Char La., admitted the 

NEA resolution I'could potentially be a probleml1 in'light of Bush's 
appearance before the SBC. ' If passed out of committee, the NEA resolution 
likely would be voted uponhdnesday ers. 

However, Hankins was quick 'to point out that the committee generally 
appreciates the leadership Bush has givenf~e nation. Although no action 
has been taken yet, the committee~discussed,'the possibility of presenting a 
resolution commending the president for his leadership in the Persian Gulf 
War. 

"The committee will expre art-for the president where it can 
and its disappointment where i nkins said. 

r* ~\U"  ' ..d* ; r x X  

Rather than vi&wing..,th& 'proposed NEA resoluti&'as an embarrassment to 
the president, Hankins said it might give him the I1political support to 
make a decision he wants to make." 

The NEA has been a source of frustration for many evangelical 
~hristians far the past two years. NEA Chairman Frohnmayer has continued 
to approve federal grants for projects some ~hristians deem obscene and 
sacrilegious. For example, one NEA-funded project depicted a cross 
submerged in urine. 

Despite repeated protests, Bush has refused to dismiss Frohnmayer, 
saying he does not want to censor art. The resolutions committee 
discussion, however, focused not on censorship but on the federal funding 
of objectionable art. 

~uring discussion, members expressed their consternation at wanting to 
make a point to Bush about the NEA without casting a blanket criticism. 
One member said he supports Bush in most issues but feels strongly the 
president should do something about the NEA. 

Another member suggested the proposed resolution might demonstrate 
that current SBC leadership is not a puppet for the Republican Party as 
some critics have charged. 

Although not finalized, the proposed resolution suggests Southern 
Baptists "deplore the lack of leadershipf1 given by Bush on the NEA issue 
and calls for Bush to remove the NEA chairman and to work with Congress to 
set standards of decency for federally funded art. 

The proposed resolution on human sexuality affirms sexual relations 
within marriage between "a man and a woman." It suggests that biblical 
guidelines for human sexuality are under attack Ifby a culture of moral 
relativism, even within the religious comrn~nity.~~ 

--over-- 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



Page 2--Resolutions Committee Saturday Meeting 

Further, the proposed resolution calls on "all Christians to uphold 
the biblical standard of human sexuality." 

Although not specifically stated in the proposed resolution, the 
committee wanted to counter a report on human sexuality that Presbyterians 
are to consider in a meeting in Baltimore the week after the SBC meets in 
Atlanta. 

The presbyterian report, which has been highly controversial within 
the Presbyterian denomination, is favorable toward alternative lifestyles 
such as homosexuality. 

Committee member A1 Mohler of Atlanta, who proposed the resolution, 
said it is an urgent issue because of a "cultural assault on Christian 
values and familyw in America today. 

has reached the point that the most dangerous assaults may be 
coming from within the church." 

Mohler said "timing is clearly an issueu in the proposed SBC 
resolution "in light of the fact that several significant denominational 
bodies are poised to make dramatic judgments on these issues." 

The united Methodist Church also has a study committee working on a 
I report on sexuality. 

In crafting the proposed SBC resolution, committee members took pains 
to present a positive view of sexuality. The proposed resolution suggests 
that sex is for the "enjoyment and fulfillment of men and women." 

~ In discussion, committee members said they wanted to uphold biblical 
teaching on sexuality without appearing to be prudish. 

----"A- ". - 
The resolutions committee has authority to act upon resolutions 

proposed by messengers and to create resolutions of its own. In its 
initial meeting, the committee began processing 18 proposals submitted in 
advance. If this year's convention follows previous patterns, as many as 
85 proposals could be given to the committee before their final report 
Thursday morning, June 6. 

Items under consideration by the committee at this point are not 
official statements. Proposed resolutions must be printed in the 
convention Bulletin and then voted upon by messengers. 

The first report of the resolutions committee is scheduled for 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, June 5. 

Other issues identified by the committee as topics for possible 
resolutions are the family, the Gulf War, religious liberty and equal 
access to public school facilities for religious groups. 

In addition to Hankins and Mohler, other members of the committee are 
Gayden Jones of Baton Rouge, La.; H.H. "Budw Jones of Waco, Texas; Harry 
"Halw Lane of Greenwood, S.C.; ~illiam "Billw Merrell of Lawton, Okla.; 
Mary Norman of Post, Texas; Dean Register of Gulfport, Miss.; Larry 
Thompson of Merritt Island, Fla.; and Simon Tsoi of Phoenix, Ariz. 

--3o-- 

By Mark wingfield 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
I 

WMU executive board 

ATLANTA, June 2 -- hern ~aptist Woman's 
Missionary Union announc its adult member 
magazine, approved a rec e jointly with'the 
Southern Baptist Brother kit for youth workers 
to use in coed youth gro 

They also reduced o ssions offerings and 
approved the first phase a1 marketing campaign 
for the organization. 

The redesign of Roy aptist Women members, 
will be effective with t ing with that issue, 
there will be a member e 

Research conducted d the Royal ~erGice 
staff to change the memb friendlyu by . , 
including more Bible stu opment resources, 
more journalistic stories, short tbook style, reader 
poetry and recipes, missions cart on and more 
photographs. 

The leader edition will member edition but will 
include a 16-page leadership section. It will include leader training, 

f- '** 3 

work sheets for d~pll~ation\~~~~~rans-an$~~~r"t"s..;f:~r~~u~~-d,~ring 4. 4 r ~ .  * a %  meetings, 
retreat outlines, suggekt?i"zsns fof mlssions inv8tvement , guldance in using 
spiritual gifts in missions and ideas for events and activities. 

Dellanna ~ ~ ~ r i e n ,  national WMU executive director, also announced a 
price increase for all WMU magazines effective with October 1992 issue&. 
The last magazine subscription price increase was in January 1990. 
Printing and mailing costs have risen dramatically since then, 0'Brien 
said. 

Six WMU magazines will carry an annual subscription of $12.95 -- Royal 
Service, Contempo, Accent Leader, Accent Member, Start and Nuestra Tarea. 

Three magazines will carry annual subscriptions of $10.95 -- 
Discovery, Dimension, and Aware. Share,~ annual subscription price will be 
$17.95. Annual subscriptions for Our Missions World in Korean, ~nglish and 
Chinese will be $8.50. Magazette, the publication for ministers1 wives, 
will sell for $5.95. (The increase ranges from $1 to $2.95 more per 
magazine. 

WMUfs budget is based almost entirely on the revenue earned from its 
magazine subscriptions and product sales. 

The board adopted a budget of $13,413,380 for 1991-1992, The new 
budget reflects a 6.6 percent increase over the current budget of $12.5 
million. 

The board of the women's auxiliary'also set national goals for the 
1992 Lottie Moon christmas Offering for Foreign ~issions and the 1993 ~nnie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for Home ~issions. 

The 1992 ~ottie Moon offering goal is $88 million. They also voted to 
reduce the 1991 Lottie Moon offering goal from the $88 million to $84 
million due to concerns about a shortfall in 1990 foreign missions giving. 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 
! --over-- Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



The executive board learned gifts to the 1990 Lottie Moon ~hristmas 
Offering totaled $79.3 million, which fell almost $6 million short of the 
goal. The 1990 gifts also were less than the amount given to the offering 
in 1989, making 1990 the first year in 53 years that t h e  gifts fell below 
the previous year's offering. 

*If we do not meet the goal this year, it will be the 10th anniversary 
of not meeting our goal, and that is an anniversary we don't want to 
celebrate, It Of Brien said. 

OfBrien said the Annie Armstrong offering does not seem to be 
suffering as much as the foreign missions offering. She announced the 1993 
Annie Armstrong national goal will be $41 million. The goal has been set 
at $43 million since 1990. Southern Baptists have yet to reach it. 

The executive board also voted to join the Brotherhood commission to 
produc,e a quarterly kit for use by youth ministers in leading coed youth 
groups in learning about missions. The kits will be available beginning in 
October 1992. 

WMU officials stressed the resources are to help reach youth who are 
not involved in age-level missions organizations offered by WMU and 
Brotherhood. 

The board also voted to establish a partnership between WMW and the 
Brotherhood Commission in World Changers national missions projects, 

In other business, WMU leaders heard a progress report from ~arle 
Palmer Brown representatives on a multi-phase research project that the 
marketing/communications firm is undertaking for WMU. The firm is 
finishing.the focus-group phase of the research, which will be a national 
mailed survey. 

T?e firm had reported at the board's January meeting on t h e  first 
three phases o f  the research, which included an "internal auditg' of 
opinirns by WMU state and national leaders. 

Loard members authorized WMU to begin the first phase of implementing 
a natlonal marketing campaign, once the firm has recommended a marketing 
strategy based on the research. 

-30- 

By Susan Todd Doyle -- 3:30 p.m. Sunday 



SCHEDULED NEWS CONFERENCES 

New Woman's Missionary Union President Tuesday (June 4) 3 p.m. 

New Southern Baptist Convention President Tuesday (June 4) 6 p.m. 

New Brotherhood Commission President Wednesday (June 5) 5:30 p.m. 

(All news conferences are to be held in rooms 216-217.) 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 
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Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Religious Educators, Sunday afternoon 

ATLANTA, June 2 -- Southern Baptists' biggest challenge for the rest 
of this century is not inerrancy, but how to get the gospel to the world, a 
church growth specialist told educators Sunday at the opening session of 
the Southern Baptist Religious Education Association at the Omni. 

Ron Lewis, senior consultant for Church Growth Designs in Nashville, 
warned the minister of educ 
care less about inerrancy." 

"They could care less 
They' 11 go where their needs 

The best way to grow a $h reach l o ~ t ~ ~ $ o ~ l e ,  said 
Lewis. "Go out and get a 10st~~pers nd then ask him, 
'Who are your friends?"' 

Lewis said to reach the Baptists must 
change their paradigm, which thought about 
something and how you've alw 

Even if the 13-year ine 
Convention had not adversely 
support, said Lewis, the CP se the paradigm 
has changed. ' X .  *IU 

* x*i dJ 
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While Americans have never been so open to the gospel as they are now, 
said Lewis, churches face a dilemma "in$hat--most prospects are between the 
ages of 22 and 44 and won't commit to;traditional'~hurch patterns. 

.) %+w ' 'L+ J *v&- hxhxhx$* 

Most of the power and money iS"Itbin the hands of people 53 years of age 
and older, but most of-$he\ pro*spectstJqar$T of the computer jage who, may dress 
up Monday through Friday kand'korne to :church on: Sunday night \in Ablee jeans, 
T-shirts and maybe no socks, Lewis said. 

People are simplifying their lives, said Lewis, and churches must 
learn to do the same thing. 

Other vital factors that churches must accentuate include servanthood, 
image and networking, he said. 

"You've gotta understand that service means servanthood. If you want 
to reach young people, you have to start with the welcome in the parking 
lot and the condition of the nursery. Do your best to make sure this is 
the best day they've ever had," Lewis said. 

He said young people are sensitive to image, and church leaders must 
be concerned about weight problems. Look "lean and meant1 he suggested. 

Lewis said the Sunday school should not be seen as the only outreach 
arm of the church. For example, he said, single adults may come on 
Saturday for celebration and worship and not attend on Sunday. 

"What counts is getting people in Bible study, not the day and hour 
it's held," he said. 

Instead of being a "market-driven" church, members should think in 
terms of being "market sensitive," faithful to the doctrine and practical 
with people, Lewis advised. 

He urged church leaders not to be frustrated with the new wave because 
"they'll make great church members some day. They can be reached and 
mobilized, but not in long-range segments as before. 

"We're going to have a harder and harder time having a 52-week 
curricu1um. We may have to have several months of Bible study and then 
have something issue oriented before getting back to Bible study." 

- -3o--  
By Orville Scott -- 7:30 p.m. Sunday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



FOR IMMEIDATE RELEASE 

Crossover Atlanta wrapup 

ATLANTA, June 2--Before sitting down to five days of preaching, 
several hundred Southern Baptist Convention messengers put feet to their 
faith in a variety of evangelistic ministries. 

Street witnessing, door-to-door visitation and feeding the homeless 
were the main thrusts of Crossover Atlanta, a pre-convention project 
coordinated by the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. Crossover Atlanta 
was the vision of SBC President Morris Chapman, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Wichita Falls, Texas. 

For the past two years, messengers to the annual Southern Baptist 
Convention have done door-to-door witnessing in their host cities. This 

1 year's pre-convention project was expanded for the first time. 

Evangelism and ministry came together at Woodland Hills Baptist Church 
in Atlanta. The church participated in the Saturday evangelism project, 
as well as hosting a feeding site Saturday and Sunday. 

The t w o  ministries complimented each other as Baptists taking the 
door-to-door evangelistic survey invited people they met to eat at the 
church. 

"1 met a man who was out of work and another man on disability income. 
I invited them to come eat with us. If they don't show up, 1/11 take food 
back to them," said John Thompson, pastor of Gilbert Creek ~aptist Church 
in Baisden, W. Va. 

In addition to feeding people who came to the church, volunteers sent 
150 meals to a high- rise apartment complex for elderly residents and 75 
meals to homeless people living under a bridge. 

Brooks Teague, member of First Baptist Church of Tuscaloosa, Ala., was 
team captain for the Alabama Brotherhood volunteers who operated the 
feeding site at Woodland Hills. "We looked at this as a training 
opportunity for us to cook and serve while we're not under the pressure of 
a disaster, he said. 

Woodland Hills had the largest Crossover Atlanta ministry of any 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Milnager ' j  



church in the city. Members began their work Saturday by driving around 
Interstate 285 that circles the city. They called the drive "Project 
Jericho . l1 

"We prayed for God to break down the walls of resistance as people 
witnessed today," explained Irene Cannon, a member who participated in the 
drive. 

Each car displayed a Christian flag and a sign that said, "The people 
praised him and the walls fell and they took the city." 

A total of 77 local churches participated in the One Day Soul Winning 
Encounter Saturday, teaming with volunteers from churches across the 
nation. (Final statistical results from this effort will be available 
Monday, June 3.) 

On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday prior to the convention, 83 
volunteers preached on Atlanta's downtown streets and recorded 135 
professions of faith. 

Mobile disaster relief units from five states fed the homeless four 
meals over the weekend, a time when many ongoing local feeding programs do 
not operate. Baptist Men from ~ississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, North 
Carolina and Alabama worked alongside local volunteers. 

Ernest Robert of Parkway Baptist Church in Duluth, Ga., served food 
with the Mississippi unit near Techwood Baptist Center, where Southern 
Baptists have an extensive ongoing ministry. Just six days earlier, Robert 
had been baptized at Parkway. 

The church, which recorded 31 in Sunday school attendance that Sunday, 
brought 28 members to help with the feeding. "It's something we wanted to 
do as a church," he explained, Itgetting out in the community in an area 
where there's a need." 

At another downtown site where Arkansas Baptist Men were serving 
sloppy joes and fruit, one of the recipients expressed his delight with the 
free food. 

"If I hadnft come here I wouldnft have eaten at all today. I don't 
have a job and have nowhere to live. This is really a blessing.ll 

In two days, the five disaster relief units expected to serve 14,000 
meals. Volunteers were also on hand to distribute Scripture portions and 
tracts and give a spoken witness. 

Street witnesses took a different approach, using music, drama and 
preaching to draw crowds at busy public places such as parks and mass 
transit stations. 

Dick Thomassian brought a group of six volunteers from Whitesburg 
~aptist Church in Huntsville, Ala., for the street witnessing. They used 
puppets, drama and music to draw a crowd near the Five Points MARTA station 
in the heart of Atlanta's business district. 



"We use the puppets and skits to draw a crowd and then we go out and 
minister to them,I1 explained team member ~ i s a  Hildebrandt, clutching a New 
Testament and a handful of tracts. "The puppets really draw a crowd." 

The Five Points MARTA station attracts an odd mix of people ranging 
from the homeless to workers in nearby office buildings. Just around the 
corner from the Baptists, street vendors sold produce, a man preached about 
Islam and a woman wore a sandwich board proclaiming the impending end of 
the world. 

Witnesses on the downtown streets and those going door to door 
encountered a variety of religious beliefs in Atlanta. At one street 
witnessing site, while Baptists distributed ~hristian tracts a woman also 
distributed tracts for a New Age event. 

Rick Smith, associate pastor of Cook Memorial Baptist church in Panama 
City, Fla., said while going door to door Saturday he met a teen-ager who 
immediately told him she was a Jehovah's Witness. 

"She acted like she was really afraid of us; like her mother warned 
her of people like us," Smith said. The young woman listened to smith 
share the gospel, but she would not take a tract. 

Elaine Helms, member of Johnson Ferry Baptist Church in Atlanta, said 
her most challenging visit was with a Jewish man. He told her he did not 
believe a loving God would allow anyone to go to hell. 

Nonetheless, Helms shared the gospel and explained the importance of 
the Jewish heritage to the Christian faith. 

Stan Jordan, pastor of Clairmont Baptist Church in Atlanta, said he 
met a "New Age kind of lady. She didn't agree with what I said, but I got 
to go through the entire tract." 

Sue and David Cobb had the opposite reaction from the first place they 
visited. A teen- age girl would not open the door to the strangers, but 
she read the tract through the screen door. She was one of two people the 
Fort Worth, Texas, couple led to make a profession of faith Saturday. 

Morris Denman, pastor of Cook Memorial Baptist Church in Panama City, 
Fla., also led a young mother to make a profession of faith. 

"She thought being saved was just a feeling you have. We read through 
the tract and when we got through she was crying. Then she prayed to 
receive Christ," Denman said. 

--3o-- 

-- By Sarah ~immerman and Mark Wingfield--6:25 p.m. Sunday 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Women In Ministry Conference Wrapup 

ATLANTA, June 2 -- Members of Southern Baptist Women In Ministry were 
exhorted Sunday to "be strong and courageous" during their annual meeting 
here. 

rr 

Approximately 45 members of tf%? 
s*- organri~at$on gathered at Oakhurst * 4 %  

Baptist Church, Decatur, Ga. , p to l4ead~$~~~ongxegption' s Sunday morning 
worship service and to conducthzeir annual bu5\&ess meeting. 

Q" *m 
The women were among lp$Jlapt<ist etlpgh$p advance of the 

three-day session of the ~~du~hern'~~8a Convention 8 o which starts Tuesday 
at the Georgia World con$r&s ce'nter. - A+% * * J  

7 >\>$$$$; 

"Paula Buford of Deca\$r, presid 
tt n $ the Georgia Chapter of Women In 

Ministry, told the congregab;ion that --. the: kourage to be -- 
requires not just an innerlcpmmitmen and confront the truth about 
the slaveries to which weyare allt'co ut 't6yact in bold 
truthfulness. ; ; $g ~$3 4 :9 i z  

Jflytp. d \("ff:: 
"Doing courage often requir$slthat wetf&sf+name our oppression, 

examine the ways in which we m a ~ ~ & ~ u ? ~ i t f  tngly- participating in our own 
enslavement, and then may require-our*willingness to move out of old lands 
into the new promised land to wh+ivch God has called us," said Buford, a 
pastoral counselor at Georgia B Center in Atlanta. 

"As a denomination, the So Convention has progressively 
enslaved itself with 4t+ -+- codes,,demands and restrictions. Our leaders want to 
tell us what our p r o m i s e d ~ a ~ d ~ - l p o k s ~ i ~ k d ~ ~ ~ n ~ - - ~ h 8  A"$ A h+ 

oi-riiffliat our doing 
courage must take," Buford said. "We must be willing to go against the 
official interpretation of our 'supposed spiritual leaders in the SBC' if 
being obedient negates our doing courage." 

Buford said doing courage "may require radical departure for us from 
our denominational structures in new ways of doing worship and faith. When 
our enslavement is so complete that we can no longer speak the truth of the 
'good news,' we must be open to the new lands to which God is continually 
calling us to enter, 

During a business session, Women In Ministry members voted on several 
minor changes in the wording of their constitution and by-laws. In 
particular, they voted to delete all references to holding their annual 
meeting "in June, to coincide with the week of the Southern Baptist 
Convention." They left those sections of the constitution and by-laws open 
ended, so that they might hold their annual meeting at any other time 
during the year. 

Officers, elected prior to the meeting by the group's executive board, 
will serve through the coming year. They are Pam Tanner, Sugar Land, 
Texas, president; Carolyn Hale, Georgetown, Ky., vice president: Reba Cobb, 
Louisville, Ky., treasurer; Ruth Fowler, Staten Island, N.Y., recorder; and 
Nancy Howard, Louisville, Ky., membership coordinator. 

Newly-elected steering committee members include Suzanne M. Coyle, 
Lawrenceburg, Ky.; Terry L. Huneycutt, Cary, N.C.; Romelle M. Jones, 
Phoenix, Md.; Bill J. Leonard, Louisville, Ky.; Catherine E. Miller, 
Raleigh, N.C.; Dixie Petrey, Knoxville, Tenn.; Sharlande Sledge, Waco, 
Texas; and Cherie L. Smith, Louisville, Ky. 

By Brenda 3. Sanders -- 7:15 p.m. Sunday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
< * 

Religious Education Association electiokq ' '! .*+qhk 
* q s  

3 d i . *  * ;., 
< *  7 * M .. + 

ATLANTA, June 2 -- William2.~,Gambrell, minister\,of education/pastoral 
care at First Baptist Church of++Gckson, Miss., wasb;'elected president of 
the Southern Baptist Religious$d io*) Mknday at the 

* .  

organization's annual meeting !her a i~ - 
" @%w 1 *r; 

r ,  
He succeeds Katie ~ r o g a n p i r e  admi~~stration/f amily 

ministry in the Baptist Convention b h  

h*\ 

lawaret~Columbus, Md. 
.d ~q'.) 

Other new officers of the $sso esident-elect, William R .  
Cromer Jr., professor of religiou outhern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville;+ Ky.; vi dent3 Mavis Allen, senior 
coordinator, Sunday school progtarn~evelopme~t, Sunday school division, 
Southern Baptist Sunday School ~obid,' ~ashvill$;$eastern vice president, 
Charles Ballard, associate pastor of ed~catio~n, ~i&t Baptist Church, 
Maryville, Tenn.; central vice president,' G . ~  Ned Taylor, minister of 
education, First Baptist Church, Starkville, Miss.; western vice president, 
Nelda P. Williams, consultant in thejs~nday~sc~hool division, Baptist 
General Convention of Texas, ~a1las;~secretasy-txeasurer, Joe Haynes, 
growth consultant in the Sunday school growth and administration 
department, Baptist Sunday Schopl Board; and,assistant.,segretary, Eddie 
Lee, minister of .A- education/administr$tion, ., bw & *+ ..  race ~~aptist s~hdr'ch, 
Evansville, Ind. 

--3o-- 
By Orville Scott -- 9:50 pm Sunday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 
Herb Hollinger, News . b o r n  ... .. Manager 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

WMU, Sunday PM 

ATLANTA, June 2 -- More t the 103rd meeting . 
of Woman's Missionary Uni unday night through 
missionary testimonies an 

Participants heard t nd foreign 
missionaries describing th The theme of the 
annual meeting is "Called 

Also featured during from the adult 
choir of First Baptist Chu e Atlanta Korean 
Children's Choir. 

Missionary testimonie n, home missionary 
to Savar~nah, Ga. ; Shelby C Australia; Terry 
Moncri f ,  home missionary in Atlanta; and Edna Lindholrn, foreign missionary 
to Yemer. Y - 

1 $ .'--+: 
q --30-- - ,  4b 'Q --3-1-. a:\ 

By Scott Collins -- 10:15 pm, suhday 
\' * 4  "b 7' - t  

. i l l + * * t l . . R & >  " , " + 1 ^ *  $ d.": I- F\$ T 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Pastors' Conference, Sunday evening session I 
4 

ATLANTA, June 2--Southern ~a~tist~pastore~were reminded Sunday night 
to flee immorality as they seiek God's-vis_ionT,for their church's future and 
manifest God's glory in their '"l*ivesf " * "  ,>- 1, " 9% 

1. a % ? $  

About 15,000 people attended the first session of the two-day Southern 
Baptist Convention ~astor%'>$onference that precedes'the annual three-day 
meeting of the Southern starting,;ruesday at the Georgia 
World Congress Center. 

Adrian Rogers, past n Memphis, Tenn. , and 
a former SBC president, told t ver told to fight 
this sin, we are told to fJee 

Speaking to the conference ival in the 
Home," Rogers suggested a pastor,should neverbvisit a woman alone in her 
home, counsel a woman alone inw"thipoffice:,or go'out to lunch with a woman 
other than his wife. He also warned > -  againstkhe evils of pornography. 

To avoid the deception, disgrace-and $isappointment of immorality, 
Rogers said pastors must maintain hhan~~ac$ive'vprayer . & +  EX, life, Bible study and a 
"warm devotional life with ~esus+~hrist." 

Ed Young, pastor; of .. lecona 'Baptist. church': ;  ousto on, * said churches "are 
holding on to the s&me"'old'*ways" despite 'chahges 'taking $lace all around 
them. 

"We have to change the way we do church if we are going to reach 
people," Young said, He referred to a recent study showing 85 percent of 
all Protestant churches in America are stagnant or dying. 

In making changes, churches must remember that God never changes and 
his will, plan and purpose are at work. 

Change is risky and costly, Young said, but beneficial changes are 
possible when the plan for change stems from a vision from God. 

Jerry Vines, pastor of First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla., and a 
former SBC president, said sin is the loss of glory, but glory is restored 
when a person becomes a Christian. 

As a Christian matures, Vines said, "God takes the glory inside of us 
. and manifests it on the outside." He said studying Scripture is essential 
to the manifestation of God's glory. 

"It is not enough to read the Bible looking for the text for your 
sermon. We need to look for transfiguration that we should become less of 
what we are and more of Jesus Christ." 

Soul winning and suffering are also ,keys to God's glory being evident 
in a Christian's life, Vines said. 

--3o--  

By Sarah Zimmerman -- 10:15 p.m. Sunday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



For Release at 3 p.m Monday 
For Tuesday AMs 

ATLANTA, June 3--A Southern Baptist missionary nurse described at the 
annual meeting of the Woman's Missionary Union here Monday how she 
effectively used her nursing talents to save lives medically and 
spiritually. 

Mytice Owens, who work's in a mobile medical clinic in Namibia, said 
she began a daily clinic at the-back door of her home when she became aware 
of so many deaths among familiesi~she%thughtb to sew, read and study the 
Bible. *. ! L ,;I, .%q9h- 

a , ~ % : *  /' rn.r L 

?k $* Y%?.-n 
Educating her childken'at home, O~ensYeca>~led she used the recess 

periods to treat up to t:' y in servant quarters behind her 
home. ,n4, i: + - >  ,, .% 

''%;*> 'h\. 4 W 

"Finally, I had :to li c to those ittending our church . . . 
and that really boosted a e said. \?I'd see about 10 patients 
after breakfast and then begin schoo1:while the others waited. -.e h? 3'i, 

\**( * 
? v 

"When the child&i,needed a break, I would see another group of 
patients, all such sad>cases of malnutrition, malaria and everything 
imaginable for the local'9hospital was usual1y"out of medicine." 

* * 
a,] *".l * * Y  3 

Owens insisted her clinic ,was always ,a place of witnessing first while 
she cared for patients' problems,~llshowing God's love and care through 
treatment. " J  * - : j $ v +  

-w+.s >d 

"God blessed the nursing ministry, and we saw good results and many 
lives saved and changed -- medically and.spiritually." 

.G -u '.k,w*v Vr*  .I;&' *?; .*n , : * 
The women's auxiliary"o the Southern Baptist Convention was one of 10 

groups meeting in advance,of the 134th session of the denomination that 
opens a three;day+,gun+Tuesday in $he congress center. , ;t,: 

Other Baptist groups conducting pre-convention meetings include 
Hispanic pastors, women in ministry, campus ministers, church musicians, 
educators, directors of associational missions, pastors and the Baptist 
peace fellowship. 

About 20,000 messengers are expected to attend the annual meeting of 
the Baptist convention where they will elect a president, approve an 
operating budget of $140.7 million and take positions on a wide range of 
issues. 

Morris H. Chapman, pastor of First Baptist Church, Wichita Falls, 
Texas, is expected to win a second one-year term as president with little 
if any opposition, 

President George Bush will head a battery of speakers with a 
presentation Thursday morning. The messengers also will receive annual 
reports .from 20 agencies. 

Owens shared the podium at the women's meeting with Marjorie 
McCullough, outgoing president of the auxiliary, and Clayton Gilbert, a 
Camp Hill, Ala., pastor whose daughter Mary Anna died in a plane crash last 
October while serving as a missionary in China. 

Gilbert, pastor of Pine Grove Baptist Church, revealed that he and his 
wife will go China next summer to teach conversational English in a 
university. 

"We will be able to witness first hand the needs in China where Mary 
Anna began her short mission. She learned to love the Chinese people in 
such a short period of time. And who knows that God may be calling your 
daughter or son. Give them your blessings and encourage them on their way. 
God does call in unusual ways." 

By Roy Jennings -- 8:30 a.m. Monday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 
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National Headquarters .Woman's Missionary Union kuthern Baptist Convention mP.0. Box 83001 0, ~ G n ~ h a m ,  AL 35283-001 0.(205) 991-81 00 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Martha Wennerberg 
Recording Secretary 
Woman's Missionary Union 
Auxiliary to Southern Baptist Convention 

FOR INTRODUCr'IONS 

Martha Wennerberg is the fifteenth woman to be elected recording secretary for 
Woman's Missionary Union, an auxiliary organization to the Southern Baptist 
Convention. She was elected in 1991 at the WMU Annual Meeting in Atlanta. 

Wennerberg served as president of Florida WMU from 1984 to 1989. She has also 
worked on the Alabama state WMU staff. Wemerberg and her husband, Don, have 
two daughters. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

native of DeFuniak Springs, Florida 

family Spouse: Donald L. Wennerberg 
Children: Jana and Kim 

education Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, M.R.E. 
Furrnan University, B.A. 

professional Church secretary, First Baptist Church, DeFuniak Springs, Fla., 1989 
experience to present 

Youth director, First Baptist Church, Montgomery, Ala., 1964-65 
YWA director, Alabama Woman's Missionary Union, 1961-64 
Youth director, Congress Heights Baptist Church, Washington, D.C., 

1959-61 

denominational Board of Trustees, Southern Baptist Foundation, 1985 to present 
activities Board of Trustees, Florida Baptist Family Ministries, 1989 to 

present 
Florida WMU president, 1984-89 



Biographical Information 
Martha Wennerberg 
Page 2 

missionary Volunteer missions work in the Dominican Republic and Honduras 
experience 

memberships Pilot Club, DeFuniak Springs, Fla. 

writing Dimension, Royal Service. Accent 

travel England, France, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel, Switzerland, Egypt, 
China, Honduras, Dominican Republic, Hong Kong, Italy 

interests China painting, reading, counted cross-stitch 

Released by: 
Woman's Missionary Union 
May 1991 
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For release June 3, 12 noon, EST 
Time set by source. 

Martha Wennerberg Elected 
National WMU Recording Secretary 

By Susan Todd Doyle 

ATLANTA, Ga. -- Martha Wennerberg, 58, of DeFuniak Springs, 
Fla., has been elected national recording secretary of Southern 
Baptist Woman's Missionary Union. 

She was elected to a one-year term during the Monday morning 
session of the June 2-3 annual meeting of national WMU in 
Atlanta, Ga. The national recording secretary may be re-elected 
to up to five consecutive one-year terms. The national recording 
secretary and national president are the only nationally elected 
leadership positions in WMU. 

Wennerberg succeeds Pattie Dent of Holly Springs, Miss., as 
recording secretary of the 1.2 million-member organization. 

Wennerberg served as WMU president in Florida from 1984-89. 
By virtue of this state position, she sat on the Executive Board 
of national WMU during those same years, 

A native of Pelzer, S.C., Wennerberg has lived in DeFuniak 
Springs since 1965 when she married Donald L. Wennerberg. The 
Wennerbergls have two daughters -- Jana, who lives in Atlanta, 
Ga., and Kim, who is a student at Florida State University. 

~ennerberg earned a bachelor's degree from Furman University 
in Greenville, S.C., and a master's degree in religious education 
from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

After completing seminary, Wennerberg served as youth 
director for Congress  eights Baptist Church in Washington, D.C. 
She also worked as Young Women's Auxiliary director for Alabama 
WMU and as youth director of ~ i r s t  Baptist Church in Montgomery, 
Ala. 

Both Wennerberg and her husband have been active volunteers 
in missions, working in both the Domincan Republic and Honduras. 
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Carolyn D. Miller Elected 
National WMU President 

By Susan Todd Doyle 

ATLANTA, Ga. -- Carolyn Downes Miller, 53, of Huntsville, 
A l a . ,  has been elected national president of Southern Baptist 
Woman's Missionary Union. 

She was elected to a one-year term during the Monday morning 
session of the June 2-3 annual meeting of national WMU in 
Atlanta, Ga. National WMU presidents may be re-elected to up to 
five, consecutive one-year terms. 

Miller succeeds Marjorie J. McCullough as president of the 
1.2 million-member organization. Miller is the 15th woman to 
hold the office since WMU organized in 1888. 

Miller served as WMU president in Alabama on two different 
occasions -- 1982-86 and 1990-91. By virtue of this state 
position, she sat on the Executive Board of national WMU during 
those same years. 

Sandy Hale, WMU president of Baptist convention of New 
England, served as chairman of the officer nominating committee. 

I1Carolyn had served on the SBC ~xecutive committee, she had 
served on the WMU Executive Board and she had sewed in several 
capacities within the Alabama Baptist State   on vent ion,^' Hale 
s a i d .  "We felt that experience gave her a good background of 
knowing who we are -- the ins and outs of W M U ,  as well as the 
SBC. 

"She's also very committed to WMU staying an auxiliary. We 
saw these as her strengths,I1 Hale said. 

"We have gotten to know Carolyn Miller well during her terms 
of service on the national WMU Executive Board," said Dellanna 
OIBrien, national WMU executive director. 

"Because Carolyn has been a c t i v e  in all levels of WMU, she 
will bring the perspective and concerns)of church, associational 
and state levels to the national level ,in a crucial time as we 



try to get more and more people involved in missions,~~ O'Brien 
said. 

A native of Boaz, Ala:, Miller has lived in Huntsville 
durina most of her adult llfe. Her husband, Jerry W. Miller, is 
deputy director of the Army Missile and space lnt;lligence 
Center. They are members of First Baptist Church in Huntsville. 

Miller and her husband have three children and one 
grandchild. Daughter Jennifer Miller lives in Atlanta, Ga. 
Another daughter, Leslie Miller Romans, lives in Huntsville with 
her husband, Doug. Son Jerry Jr. lives in Chattanooga, Tenn., 
with his wife, Cindy, and daughter, ~elanie Ann. 

Miller earned a bachelor of science degree from Auburn 
University. After rearing three children, she taught junior high 
math for three years in Huntsville. 

Her early career goals included the desire to be a 
missionary. When it didn't work out for her to pursue that goal, 
Miller's college BSU director encouraged her to be content to 
stay and support missions causes in whatever way she could. 

"That's been my goal since college -- to stay here and to 
hold the rope and support missionariesItl Miller said. 

Supporting missionaries has been a little closer to home 
than Miller anticipated it might be. Miller's sister and 
brother-in-law, Gwen and Don Reece, have been Southern Baptist 
missionaries in Nigeria for 32 years. 

WMU has been a natural part of her love for missions, Miller 
said. 

ItWMU has been a great part of my life,It she said. "1 would 
have missed half of my missions education in WMU had it not been 
for some of the older women in my church." Miller recalled how 
they nurtured and encouraged her in her young adult years to take 
an active role in missions. 

Miller has held leadership positions in all levels of WMU 
work. In her church, she has been WMU director, Baptist Women 
president, Baptist Women mission study chairman, and WMU 
enlistment/enlargement director. In her association, Miller has 
served as Baptist Women director and WMU director. 

Miller has also been active on the denominational level. 
She served eight years on the SBC Executive Committee as a lay 
representative from Alabama. Miller's term on the Executive 
Committee spanned a good portion of the 1980s when the 
denominational controversy was a topic of debate. 

How WMU will function within the SBC is a question ~iller 
says people are asking. 



"1 want us to have a positive attitude about our 
con~ention,~ she said. l1Our work (in WMU) is so much bigger than 
the convention. No matter what our convention does, we have a 
job to do." 

The support of missionaries will continue to be at the 
forefront of WMU1s concerns, according to Miller. 

Other issues will also be concerns to Miller as she helps 
lead the organization: 

-- Organizational Change. I1Wetre going to have to be 
willing to changefn she said of WMU. "The '90s women are 
changing women, and WMU will have to continue to address this." 

-- Working Women. As more and more women leave the home for 
the workplace, less discretionary time is available for meetings 
and activities, she said. She cited the prediction that within 
the next 10 years, more than 90 percent of young women will be 
working in careers outside the home. 

I1I look at Baptist Young Women (the WMU missions 
organization for women ages 18-35) and wonder how they do all 
that they do," Miller said. ltWelve got to make what they're 
going to do in WMV the most meaningful involvement possible.11 

-- Evangelism. "1 believe young women today have a much 
better marketplace for lifestyle evangelism than ever before. 
They have avenues we did nat have,I1 she said. "1 would stress to 
young adult women that they need to be involved in witnessing. 
We can't just be spectators. We were mandated by Christ to share 
the gospel. 

-- Coed Missions options. In April, leaders of WMU and 
Southern Baptist Brotherhood  omm mission began exploring ways to 
offer coed mis.sions options. Miller plans to help lead WMU in 
offering coed missions options to Southern Baptist churches. 

I1I hope with a11 my heart that coed options will strengthen 
missions education for teen-agers and adults,I1 she said. 

"1 think we're going.to have to come to grips with coed 
missions opportunities for adults,I1 she said, Senior adults 
especially could benefit from coed missions opportunities, Miller 
said. 



1990 Southem Baptist Cbnventri.cn 

1. Crossover Atlanta street witnessing 

2. Crossover Atlanta rally. Baptist Tabernacle. 
3. Crossover Atlanta soul winning encounter / d o o r - m r .  
4 .  Read through the Bible 

5. Hispanic Minister's Conference 

6. Registration 

7.  eedentials M t t e e  

8. Ekhibit hall 

9. Lt. Col. Oliver North, Pastor's Conference 

10. Chuck Colson, Pastor's ~nference 
11. Congregational singing 

12. Convention photo 

13. Convention photo with "Atlanta '91" overburn 

14. Hcrne Mission Board report. 

15. Executive Ccnmittee report 
1 6  mB Box in use 
17. President's address 

18. Teller's Wmnittee 

19. Resolutions Cornnittee 

20. Lee Porter giving instructions to mssengers 
21. Mssengers voting 

22. President's news conference 
23. mined choirs 

24. Brotherhood Carmissian remrt 
25. Foreign Mission Board report 

26. Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary reprt 
27. Public Affairs Carmittee report 
28. Convention s e m ,  l bn  Elliff 

29. Newly elected SBC officers 
30. Call to prayer for spiritual awakening i n  Anerica 
31. Denominational Press report 

32. Baptist Joint Gxmittee on Public Affairs report; 

33. Baptist Sunday School Board report 
34.  RTVC "Baptist Hour'' 50th Anniversary 
35. President George Bush 



For Release after 6 A.M. Tuesday 
For Tuesday PMs 

"" \ *  

ATLANTA, June 4--Southern ~a~tists we& b~hallenged Tuesday morning to 
become people of faith, the Bible,.missions, evangelism and prayer. 

sY 

In an address on "Faith 1s the Victory,I1 Morris Chapman, president of 
the 15-million member Southern Baptist Convention, asked the messengers to 
the 134th annual meeting of "he denom n how they stacked up in those 
five major areas. 

The address climaxed the first sess of the three-day meeting of the 
evangelical denomination at the Georgia+World Congress Center. 

"Down through the years, Southern Baptists have been known as people 
of the book (Bible)," said Chapman, pastor of First Baptist Church, Wichita 
Falls, Texas. . n 

"May God give Southern Baptists the<fearless faith to just say, NO, 
when anyone tries to compromise our convictions about the word of God." 

Chapman said evangelical Christians a11 over the nation are applauding 
Southern Baptists for their stand on the Bible as the inspired, infallible, 
inerrant word of God. 

llThroughout the last decade some within our convention have insisted 
that there is no theological differences among Southern Baptists,I1 Chapman 
said. 

However, a leader of a newly organized Baptist fellowship was quoted 
two weeks ago in a state Baptist newspaper as admitting that theological 
differences have existed between moderates and conservatives for the last 
12 years, Chapman reported. 

The SBC president then pointed to a Baptist fellowship document that 
he quoted as saying that Itthe Bible neither claims nor reveals inerrancy as 
a Christian teachingw and that "Bible claims must be based on the Bible, 
not on human interpretations of the Bible." 

Chapman added: "In kindness, but in all candor, I cannot conceive of 
anyone claiming the Bible has errors and then in the very next sentence cry 
over human interpretations of the Bible. 

"When you refuse to believe the Bible to be God's perfect word, you 
have stripped away God's authority. All you have left is human 
interpretation." 

Chapman drew upon the writings of James M. Frost, first corresponding 
secretary of the Baptist Sunday Shoo1 Board, Nashville, to support the 
position that an inerrant Bible is part of the Southern Baptist heritage. 

"This conviction is foundational in Southern Baptist life," Chapman 
said, "and can only remain so if we teach it in the classrooms of 
educational institutions, preach it in the pulpits of our churches and 
print it in the published pages of our literature. 

"Agreement will not always be reached on matters of biblical 
interpretation,I1 he continued-, "but agreement must be reached on biblical 
authority. 
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"I call upon every denominational employee, every pastor and every 
person in the pew to join in this endeavor of everlasting consequences." 

Turning to missions and evangelism, Chapman said he was certain 
Southern Baptists would not turn their backs upon their home and foreign 
missionaries. 

Chapman said he wanted Southern Baptists to jump start 1,000 new 
churches next Easter Sunday and to double their gifts to the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for home missions. 

concerning prayer, Chapman said he believes God is calling Southern 
Baptists to pray for the fire to fall. 

"We need a fresh touch from God. We need God to set our hearts ablaze 
with his glory. In this denomination and across this nation we need God to 
ignite the flames of re~ival.~' 

In other action, messengers received annual reports from the Southern 
Baptist Annuity Board, Radio and Television Commission, Home Mission Board 
and American Bible Society. 

The Annuity Board reported assets  surpassed $3 billion mark during the 
last 12 months and that contributions to retirement plans and relief 
receipts reached $180,971,775, up more than $10 million. 

The report of the Home Mission Board said Southern Baptists baptized 
370,000 persons last year, an increase of 7.7 percent. 

.- 

The Radio and Television report told of the production of two major 
documentary programs for NBC and ABC and of a new series of daily reaadings 
from the Bible for radio audiences. 

By Roy Jennings -- 2:10 p.m. Monday 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Woman's Missionary Union 

ATLANTA, June 3 -- y Union were 
challenged Monday morning by th "take risks for 
the ultimate cause of Christ." 

In her second repor rganization to the 
Southern Baptist Convention risks that  have 
shap d WMUts past, while c risks, 

WMU members also elec ing secretary 
during their business sess 

Carolyn Miller, a me Huntsville, Ala., 
was elected president. S of Alexandria, 
La., who has led the WMU 

Elected as recordin g of DeFuniak 
Springs, Fla, She succeeds Pattie Dent of Holly Springs, Miss, 

Tw" - *""hsq .**a \p 
The womenn s auxiliary was onetof -10 i&aPfi$t groups meeting in advance 

$!%w* L" 

: of the annual session of the Southern ~aptist convention which starts a 
three-day run at Georgia World Congress Centeremy. 

'" '4 "' 
f a ,- Pn-'s yIb$ p l . p r ; k +  y lgb tT3j>j ; ~ X X ~  

, In her report, 0'~rien encouraged WMU members to "pray as you have 
' never prayed before for the heart of the SBC -- beg for His forgiveness, 
, for His guidance and for his wisdom." 

O'Brien told the women to "strengthen the mission efforts in your 
church. This is not the time to be ambivalent in our response to God's 
call to go into the world" 

The WMU executive director said Baptists must "seek a workable 
solution to the division in our churches, states and national convention 
which has for too long diverted our attention and resources from our first 
charge to share the gospel with all peoples.ll 

"For several years our beloved Southern Baptist Convention has been 
caught up in a terrible controversy which has side-tracked our (mission) 
efforts and dulled our impact. "Our hearts have been grieved that the 
magnetic force of missions which has always pulled us together had somehow 
been rendered ineffective in keeping us together." 

4 

O'Btien said the WMU must risk calling the SBC "back to the unity of 
the missions challenge. 

"Today there are divisions on every hand. The cooperative spirit of 
our convention which spawned our own theme 'Laborers together with God' and 
which allowed us as Southern Baptists to rally around common institutions, 
agencies and procedures appears threatened and perhaps some would say is 
-gone forever," she said. 

O'Brien said the WMU faces the risk of nabling ethnic women to 
fulfill the Great Commission. 
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"Ethnic women are taking their places as catalysts in the mobilization 
of women of all languages and races for the sharing of the gospel." 

The WMU also faces the risk of changing the way all women are involved 
in missions, she continued, 

"Whether they be young or mature, employed outside the home or full- 
time wife and mother, divorced, married or single, Baptist women have been 
called of God to participate in the proclamation of the good news around 
the world. l1 

The fourth challenge facing the WMU is the risk of "seeking new means 
of developing leadership" for the women's organization, O'Brien said. 

"The only way to keep a ready corps of leaders is to deliberately set 
out to develop them," she said. 

O'Brien said the WMU also must take risks in assisting women in places 
of service. Denying any desire to "become embroiled in a controversy over 
ordination for womenIv she said the WMU is "greatly concerned that every 
woman find her place, the place that God has for her, in the sharing of the 
good news here and around the world." 

Participants at the 103rd annual meeting of the WMU also heard a 
testimony from Jane Barnes, an associate on staff with the Palm Lake 
Baptist Association in West Palm Beach, Fla. 

A recreation specialist, Barnes told about her beach ministry 
established during the past four years. 

--3o-- 
By Scott Collins -- 3 p.m. Monday 



For Immediate Release 

Pastors' Conference, Monday Morning session 

ATLANTA, June 3--Christian martyrs have been instrumental in advancing 
God's kingdom from biblical times to the present day, former Southern 
Baptist Convention President Jimmy Draper told Southern Baptist pastors 
Monday at the Georgia World Congress Center. 

i 

Draper, pastor of as, said total 
commitment to God has c in the New 
Testament to Lynda Beth y who was killed in 
March by robbers in Ken as severely injured in 
the attack, 

"God's kingdom thro isoned by the death 
of his martyrs, " he said. -., 

Draper said the tes ltimately helped 
lead to the Apostle Paul 

The man who drove Mrs. Bet Bethea how to 
accept Jesus as savior, man had been 
witnessed to years earlier by Bethea's father,( a 'retired Southern Baptist 
missionary. i, i 

P" )?9$ 
- - b y *  fi\ I 

Draper predicted that Mrs. ~ethea's death eventually will lead to 
"thousands being saved," noting 468 made,professions of faith during a 
memorial service for Mrs. Bethea in &Kebnya, +_;, 

-\w 

"Death did notomake Lynda pethea a m per said. "It only 
revealed her as a rna~ty~~%i*f,A bmartyr, has a 

.+ - to+ self and the things 
of this world." 

Mrs. Bethea's death, he noted, has caused many Southern Baptists to 
ask; "Am I willing to risk everything God has given to me?" 

Following Draper's address, Ralph Bethea was asked to stand and 
received sustained applause. 

The pastor's conference was one of 10 Baptist groups meeting in 
advance of the 134th session of the 15-million-member evangelical 

denomination that begihs a three-day run Tuesday at the convention cent re 

In another address to the pastors, Darrell Gilyard, pastor of Victory 
Baptist Church, Richardson, Texas, said "the call to salvation is not a 
call to spiritual laziness.I1 

Some Christians, he said, believe that salvation is strictly a matter 
of God's sovereignty and election. Therefore, he added, many of them show 
little concern for,winning people to Christ. 

"It's a strange thing to me that more people get elected in soul- 
winning churches," he said. 

Gilyard urged the pastors not to "overlook those little boys and girls 
who don't look like they have any promise at all." He pointed out that he 
was abandoned early in life by his parents and during his youth was forced 
to make his home under a bridge in Florida. 

"All over America, there are Darrells out there who seem like nobodys 
but they [can] become somebodys when the grace of God invades their lives," 
Gilyard stressed. 

I 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



During an address on the doctrine of God's holiness, Paige Patterson, 
pr sident of Criswell College in Dallas, said teaching **has been largely 
lost in the church today." 

People who have encountered God's holiness know that it has "a 
harrowing effect, healing efficacy and heavenly employment," he said. 

Pastors today need to realize that "they get to the throne room of God 
through the prayer closet," he emphasized. 

Patterson said that if more Southern Baptists would realize the need 
for prayer and holiness more of them would respond to their Foreign Mission 
Board's plea for church planters and evangelists. 

In the morning's opening address, Bill Stafford, a Chattanooga, Tenn. 
evangelist, urged pastors to "rekindle the firet* they sensed at their 
calling. 

"If God has called you to preach, you are in it for the duration," he 
said. "1 am going to die with my preaching boots on." 

Neither denominations, spouses nor deacons can "put out your fire," 
Stafford said. 

Southern Baptists, he said, would experience revival if the 
denomination's preachers would "get right in their attitude and 
disposition." 

By Pat Cole-- 2:30 p.m. Monday 



ediate Release 

Pastorsf Conference Ele 

ATLANTA, June 3-- estonwood ~aptist 
Church, was electe aptist Pastors' 
Conference Monday d Congress Center. 

* d 

Larry Wynn, p h , Dacula, Ga. , 
was named vice pre :~enver pastor, 
seecretary-treasur 

None of the o 
" f 

Graham, who conclude& .a sermon $q .fhe 'bastors 30 minutes 
before his election, was nominated byX\Ed Young, pastor of Second 
Baptist Church of Houston, *'sh *y"" 1 \+ 

* 4 $< \ j ' qY \?  . %*, " 
*,"$ * Xd 

Young said he liked Graham because he sweats when he 
preaches. 

By Roy Jennings -- 3:20 prm. Monday 
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For Immediate Release 

Directors of missions w 

ATLANTA, June 3--A 
controversy, truth and 
revelation of the 
Conference of Ass 
Monday at the Hya 

Milton Fergu 
Seminary, Kansas Ci 
denominational cont 
Southern Baptist Th 
the importance of s 

Henry Blackab itual awakening 
for the Southern B antat lamented 

the death of sout g conference 

president Russell Bennett of.Louisville emphasized the variety of 
ways the gospel message is Pevealed.?. +--. '\ '"""" "\\ b$\ >\k k j  "a"% 

\ J %h*+fl&**$# &flkv \-& 
In business: sessions,v'the directors of missions elected 

officers, adoptedh h .::tb a w budget and changed .the.name.of their ' *  A . . ' $ " ~ ~  

organization. 1 A a L L ~ ' ; l r  .C'< :$yqbTe:* ~ a * k ~ ~ i - ; j ~ f i  1 

The new president is Glenn Hickey of ~ulaski ~aptist 
Association, Little Rock, Ark. First vice president is Larry 
Martin, Greater Boston (Mass.) ~aptist ~ssociation; second vice 
president, Ken Chadwick, Salt Lake Baptist Association, Salt Lake 
City, Utah; secretary, Carver Tensley, Northwest Indiana Baptist 
Association, Gary; treasurer, John Dent, Beaverdam Baptist 
Association, Seneca, S.C.; and newsletter editor, Grayson Glass, 
Galveston, Texas, Baptist Association, 

The group adopted a 1991-92 budget of $10,400, approved a 
constitutional change that limits its president to a one-year 
term and changed the organization's name from the Southern 
Baptist Associational Directors of ~issions Conference to the 
Southern Baptist Conference of Associational Directors of 
~issions. 

I1Our Southern Baptist family is a family in trouble," said 
Ferguson. nThe fallout of the last 12 to 15 years is beginning 
to take its toll emotionally, physically and even 
intellectually, 'I 

Ferguson said people in state ~aptist Conventions who work 
with ministerial concerns report that their work has doubled or 
tripled. He said he had no magic solutions but that he has 
learned some things. 

"We will not be healed, we will not come through this family 
tragedy if we deny the pain,I1 he said. "It would be foolish to 
deny that good people are being hurt. Let's ask God to give us 
the strength and grace to look reality in the eye -- to suffer 
the pain, acknowledge it and walk through it." 
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The SBC always has had controversy, Ferguson noted, Itbut 
never in its history (has it) resorted-to denigration and 
destruction allegedly to fill the will of God. God won't bless 
it.I1 

Honeycutt led in two ~ible studies, one on truth and the 
other on hope. 

ItLet's stay faithful to the tr~th,'~'Honeycutt said. I1We are 
sadly mistaken if we think we can win the world with the leftover 
pieces of our lives." 

; He added, #!I finally came to believe that unity in our work 
does not depend on every part coming together. Perhaps we can be 
fellow workers if we can-see unity in the person of Jesus 
Christ. 

Blackaby spoke on the Lord's conversation with Ezekiel 
concerning, ItDo you believe these dry bones can live?'I Blackaby 
related the bones to churches in cities that are drying up. 

"Have you said with your own rationale some,of these 
churches need to die?" asked Blackaby. He said God would reply, 
I1Tell me you believe that what I began you can close.11 

Bennett, finishing a two-year term as president of the 
directors of missions, spoke of the variety of ways the gospel 
message is revealed. 

There is Jesus Christ, whom Bennett called "God's 
missionary," the ~ible, the Spirit of God, the heavens and the 
church. Bennett said a 13-year-old classmate was used by God to 
call him into the ministry. 

There*are approximately 1,200 associations in the SBC with 
850 directors of missions. The conference has about 300 members. 

- 

By Tim Nicholas -- 4:30 p.m. Monday 



Hispanic Pastor s 

For Immediate Re1 ase 

YP- 
h? 

ATLANTA, June 3 -- After assistinlg'iq the May 1990 spiritual 
conversion of Manuel Noriega, ~udy~~ernandez-told Hispanic pastors his next 

,*&W 

prospect is Saddam Hussein. 
P T f  l,*7hr-'f $3$ % , i - \ * + A l w  Ti- ,  -i j'?:r? Y~~!ey2+y,v;+b 

"If I could get permission to "minister tois>ddain 'Hussein, I would, 
the San Antonio, Texas, evangelist said of the Iraqi leader, 

Hispanic ministers met for three days, beginning Saturday, at the 
Atlanta Baptist Tabernacle prior to the Southern Baptist Convention which 
start three days of meetings Tuesday at the Georgia World Congrees Center. 

Hernandez said he served as translator for Noriega, a Baptist layman 
and another Texas evangelist who led the deposed Panamanian dictator to 
make a profession of faith in Jesus Christ. 

Hernandez told the group of about 400 Hispanic ministers and their 
families that once Christians learned of Noriegals conversion, they began 
sending the panamanian Bibles. 

"And he has all of them marked," Hernandez said. "I am surprised about 
all the texts he has marked." 

If God can save Noriega, he can save the more than 25 million 
Hispanics in the United States that need the gospel, Hernandez said. 

But Hernandez, who spoke in Spanish, said to reach Hispanic Americans 
with the gospel, Hispanic Christians will have to minister in English. 

"One half the population of Hispanic origin will have to be reached 
and won in English," Hernandez said. 

He said 57 percent of the Hispanics in San Antonio consider English 
their only language. Bilingual Hispanics make up 39.3 percent of the San 
Antonio Hispanic population, and a slight 3 percent speak Spanish only, he 
said. 

-more- 
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"You have to win people for Christ in English or they will go to 
hell, 'I Hernandez said. 

Three sermons also were delivered on the topic of the minister and his 
family, his ministry and his message. The speakers were David DtAmico, 
professor of evangelism at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Ky.; Roberto Gama , editor of Hispanic materials at the Sunday 
School Board in Nashville; and Raul Vazquez, director of the Miami 
Extension Center for New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. 

D'Amico said pastors have to preach from their personalities and 
experiences for an effective message. 

"We preach about what we live, but we have to adapt to the audience 
and translate to the culture," he said. 

While the sermon should be from current experience to communicate, it 
must also be biblical, D'Amico said. 

"We must keep a balance of these things to expect results," he said. 
Because pastors and their families live in "glass houses,11 Gama said, 

their struggles are in the limelight more than other families in the 
church. 

"Pastors are not bionict1I he said. "They go through the same struggles 
as every family." 

But Gama emphasized that pastors must not forget they are called by 
God and they should "never forget their dreams," 

Vazquez sa,id.ministers go through periods of doubt like Jonah, 
fidelity like Abraham, and self-denial like Paul. 

He said pastors must focus on their commitment to the Word and 
obedience to God, Being a minister sometimes means making sacrifices, 
Vasquez reminded, 

"If the ministry demands excellence, then excellence demands 
sacrifice, he said, 

--3o-- 
By Terri Lackey-- 7:00 p.m. Monday 



For Immediate Release 

I Pastors1 Conference, Monday afternoon session 

ATLANTA, June 3--In the midst of 15,000 hand-held American flags and 
patriotic anthems, Southern Baptists were challenged to be part of bringing 
revival to the United States. 

The nation desperately nee people \involved in government, 
retired Marine Lt. Col. Oliver old about 18,000 people attending the 
Monday afternoon session of9$  Baptist Convention Pastors' 
Conference. ,65 

h 

North said it is a :'tragedy t ians have withdrawn 
from the political pr~cess.~' 

The First Amendment to the Cons s involvement of godly 
people in the government process. It esigned to protect godly people 
from the government, not the gover m godly people," 

North was convicted of,three Iran-contra charges, and he is appealing 
the rulings. He said he was not asking the pastors' conference for its 
ndorsement. 

"I know I am a frail, flawed mortal who makes mistakes every day," 
North said. "I'm here to offer you encouragement and a challenge for the 
future . I' \ $ a  b 

I The hearings and convictions were an "extraordinary ordeal1' for him 
and his family, North said. He compared the experience'to'the Israelites 
facing the Red Sea, 

I 
Yet he said his Christian faith sustained him through the experience. 

"Though we sometimes faltered and failed, God has been faithful throughout, 
"If he will do that for this small family in Virginia, I know he will be 
faithful to this nation." 

I While North spoke, at least five people protested his presence on the 
Pastors' Conference program. . . 

Jerry Gentry, member of Oakhurst Baptist Church in Decatur, Ga., said, 
"To me his coming supports the merger of Christian faith and politics which 
is idolatry." He added North's activities in the Iran-contra issue are 
contrary to biblical principles of peace making and loving enemies. 

I Richard Lee, pastor of Rehoboth Baptist Church in Atlanta and 
president of the pastors' conference, admitted North is a controversial 

1 figure to many people, but "to the vast majority of us he's an American 
patriot. 

I 

Lee said none of the conference speakers, including North, received an 
honorarium for their messages. North typically receives $20,000 for a 
speech. 

Tim LaHaye of Washington, author and speaker on family issues, echoed 
North's call for Christians to be involved in government. 

I The four agencies of influence in the United States are the church, 
government, media and education. LaHaye said. The last three, he said, 
"seem to be taken over by those who do not share our  value^.^ 

LaHaye lamented the abortions, pornography, crime and divorce that 
characterize America's soci ty. 
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p a s t o r s '  Conference -- Page 2 

Public schools, LaHaye said, are today's greatest source of dec ption. 
He asked pastors to consider using their church buildings for Christian 
schools. 

Chuck Colson, aut Christian while serving 
in prison f o r  Watergat of being caught up in 
cultural values. 

Christians, he sa churches as buildings 
rather than people. A 1  ated spirituality with 
the world's definition is bigness. 

"People think of made to feel good," 
Colson said. "The job people happy. The job of 
the gospel is to make 

Since being released,\from prison 16 years,'ago, Colson has shared his 
faith in 500 prisons in 3l~oountries.~He~said~he has never seen Christians 
in prison fighting among themselGes : 2iy )\ ' 1 

#-&;>>$ * p  * \ Y 

"They have to hang together to tight the sin around them. Maybe we 
Baptists could learn something ,%ram +that :.as well. I! 

k - 3  :* k*\ bL9*\ 

..SQd,h,,:~~h&*%~~~i.. 
Jack Graham, pastor of3Prestonwood Baptist Church in Dallas, said 

Christians in Amer?ica mu~t~share the gospel asJervently as John the 
Baptist f ~ r e t ~ l ' d ~ ~ ~ ~ f ~ & h e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ h ~ ~ ~ " ~ , _ " ~  j:.: k:!j ; c<;-~!;>~<;; 

"We are born and born again to say to the world 'Behold, the Lamb of 
God. '' 

Graham was elected president of the 1992 pastors' conference. Other 
officers, all elected by acclamation, are Larry Wynn, pastor of Hebron 
Baptist Church in Dacula, Ga., vice president; and Kenneth Barnett, pastor 
of South Wadsworth Baptist Church in Denver, secretary-treasurer. Barnett 
is also a member of the SBC Executive Committee. 

- -3o--  
By Sarah Zimmerman--5:20 p.m. Monday 
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Monday Executive Committee meeting 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 2(-' 
ATLANTA, June 3 -- The retirement of Harold C, Bennett as Southern 

Baptist Convention Executive Committee president and treasurer was accepted 
effective Oct, 1, 1992, and mac-hinery set in motion to secure his successor 
during an Executive Committee meeting Monday afternoon on the eve of the 
opening of the 134th session of the SBC atiGeorgia World Congress Cent r. 

> -  

Bennett, 66, who has held his pre since 1979, will continue 
as a consultant to the Executive Committee untiltOct. 1, 1993. 

He said he proposed\ thg" retir ate to'the officers of the 
Executive Committee ~uneyl, and th urred with its appropriateness. 

"It is my hope that I have been thful servant of the Lord,'' said 
Bennett. "1 have worked diligently ng helpful, providing complete 
information and being fair. I know t were times when I failed but my 
desire was to be a good minister-1 

In response, James Jones, a Campbellsville, Ky. pastor, praised 
Bennett's unique, God-given ability to walk with any individual, regardless 
of his/her theological persuasion. 

"After much prayer and acting on the leadership of the Lord, he and he 
alone has made this decision e for he. and Phyllis (Mrs. 
Bennett) to spend the deserve and do some of the things they 
want to do, 

Julian Motley, a Durham, N.C. pastor, ,was named to chair a 10-member 
search committee to nominate Bennett's successor. 

Other members of the committee are Stan Coffey of Amarillo, Texas; 
Doyle Collins of Roseburg, Ore.; Ronnie Floyd of Springdale, Ark.; Gwyna 
Parker of Taylor, Texas; Guy Sanders of Lake Wales, Fla.; Simon Tsoi of 
Phoenix, Ariz.; Joe Warwick of Knoxville, Tenn,; Fred Wolfe of Mobile, 
Ala,; and the new chairman of the Executive Committee who will be lected 
June 5 .  

. - 
. - - 

Named to chair-a transition committee charged with planning a 
retirement celebration honoring Bennett at the 1992 SBC meeting was J.C. 
Mitchell, a Winter Park, Fla., pastor. 

Other members of the committee are Scott Humphrey of Alexandria, Va.; 
Gayden Jones of Baton Rouge, La.; Wallace Jones of Bridgeton, Mo.; Kenneth 
Mahanes of Dayton, Ohio; Joe Reynolds of Houston; James Yates of Yazoo 
City, Miss.; and the three immediate past chairmen of the Executive 
Committee. They are Sam Pace of Lawton, Okla.; Charles Sullivan o f  Lenoir 
City, Tenn.; and David Maddox of Fullerton, Calif. 

Bennett, only the fourth man to head the Executive Committee, was 
executive secretary-treasurer of the Florida Baptist Convention from 1967 
to 1979. Earlier, he served on the staffs of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, the Home Mission Board and the Sunday School Board. 
He was pastor of churches in North Carolina, Kentucky, Louisiana and 
Arkansas. 

In other business the Executive Committee approved without discussion 
bylaw chang s that create two new standing cornmitt es. 
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The Officers Advisory Committee will include the chairperson, vice 
chairperson, secretary and chairpersons of the administrative, business and 
finance and program and budget subcommittees. They will be available to 
advise the president/treasurer and will meet at least two weeks before the 
September and February meetings of the Executive Committee. 

A second new standing committee, the Legal Assistance Committee, will 
include all attorneys serving on the Executive Committee, It will advise 
the Officers Advisory Committee and l;r,e~iew.annually all legal opinions and 
legal expenses of the committee and shallCs"sk~,o obtain the best and most 
reasonable representation po~sibl9~~ ;f~i>h+e~~~x~c&'tive Committee. *> m ."n3 After extended debate at ?<+;meeting in ~ebruar~Rthe Executive 
Committee voted to retain c~rre~nt definitions for "coopfrating Baptist 
church" and "in friendly cooperation' , withsthe ~outdern Baptist Convention. 

*y**? 1 .\-,,*\*.* $ * s  

Churches "in friendly *cooperatiin with$ and 11coop'6rating Baptist 
churchesw will continue to bex$?efi as ,,','~ympatheti+~~with its (SBC) 
purposes and work and has duqing t iscall*ear preceding been a bona fide 
contributor to the convention's 1 4 . 8 k s , s 9  

> \ ? \  F:, ,\, 
:: \!>:' %>&it "\b' vdh%; 

< "%*.' b'"u L%%$ 
An accreditation study co istablished to "study the procedures 

and impact of the accreditation\of3he six ~outhfrn:~aptist Convention 
seminaries" will continue its work andAreport:atithe Sept. 16-18 meeting of 

9. the Executive Committee. & @ * )  + - Y ~ ~ ; $ ~ ~ ~ T ~ ~  * 2 
1 p 

\*,l ?: r 
Four members who are rotating,-off the Executive Committee will 

continue to work with the accreditation-gr~up,~-~ They are Frank Lady of 
Jonesboro, Ark. , James Jones, Sam ~aci,y!and :~aul Pressler of Houston. 

* w  

Jones said the gro<up plans to-meet with,offic.ihals of the Association . -. r \ A S  4$ 

of Theological Schools , t .one:of~two~cccedJt ing :agencies;; ;*to .$at them know 
our heart in a positive way, to hear from themLand'-'let them'hear from us." 

Three Southern Baptist seminaries -- Southeastern, Southern and 
Southwestern -- are currently in discussions with ATS, 

Executive Committee members approved a recommendation that the 1998 
SBC m eting be held June 9-11 in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Proposed charter amendments for the Home and Foreign mission boards 
were approved which eliminate local members of the boards of trustees, with 
all trustees serving as at-large members representing their Baptist s t a t e  
conventions. 

Members heard a report that Southern Baptists' Cooperative Program 
contributions for May were 6,08 percent ahead of May 1990, Year-to-date 
receipts are running 1.56 percent ahead of last year. 

Approved were resolutions of appreciation for James Smith, who is 
retiring as president of the Memphis, Tenn.-based Brotherhood Commission, 
and congratulations to the Sunday School Board in Nashville, which is 
celebrating its centennial, 

SBC President Morris Chapman, pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Wichita Falls, Texas, said he knows of no controversial issues to come 
before messengers during the three-day convention. 

"But that doesn't mean there won't be some," he quipped, "We must not 
expect a11 Southern Baptists to always agree about everything.'' 

He urged Executive Committee participation in the Wednesday night 
session on prayer and spirituql awakening in America. 

"God wants us to focus on winninq this nation for Christ." said 
Chapman, who is expected to be re-elected for a second one-year term- "It 

wer w ~ ~ B ~ ~ * ~ I w ~ ~ @ $ B u - ~  programs. It must happen ~ r ~ ~ , f i ~ e I ; t ~ ~ W ~ O O m  h/P&ager God. " 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Following is the text of the letter given to the Executive Committee by 
Harold C. Bennett in which he an 

Dr. Sam Pace and Memb 

It was in February 1979 tha xecutive Committee 
elected me to serve a 
.Committee of the souther 
upon his retirement, Ju"l, 

From April 1 of that ye s the Executive- 
elect and then assumed 1, 1979. Dr. Routh 
had served in this sign I have counted it an 
honor to have succeeded 

When Phyllis and I ente e old SBC Building 
where the Executive Co 
assurance of the trut 

Trust iq the Lor 
understanding. 

T 

In all thy ways acknowledg~hl%i;\.<a"ii"d $=hall direct thy paths. 
&+O&&b*5" 

These two verses have been themfoundation of my calling from God. While a 
U.S. Navy pilot,,God called mednto His4miniatry;cf irs t toa ,preaching 
minis try and then ~ ~ ~ t ~ P ~ % ~ e n o ~ i " " n ' a ~ i 6 ~ a 1 ~ n m ~ n i ' s t ~ y ~ L 3  ~ti1l'~~a~~reacher at 
heart, I have refrained from preaching to this august body. 

I have the strong affirmation that I have served exactly where God has 
placed me. Only God could have led both the Executive Committee and me to 
a mutual place of service. 

Now, after twelve years and forty-eight meetings of the Executive 
Committee, I write this letter to announce my retirement to become 
effective on October 1, 1992. 

Last Saturday night, June 1, 1991, this date was presented to the Executive 
Committee officers who concurred with its appropriateness. 

In further discussion with Dr. Pace and the other officers, I agreed to be 
available to serve as a consultant to the Executive Committee and my 
successor for a period of one year following retirement. 

It is my hope that I have been a faithful servant of the Lord. I have 
worked diligently at being helpful, providing complete information, and 
being fair, I know there were times when I failed but my desire was to be 
a good minister-leader. 

In closing, I express my heartfelt gratitude to the Executive Committee of 
the Southern Baptist Convention for the confidence placed in me and for 
giving me the privilege to serve Southern Baptists as President/Treasurer 
of the Executive Committee and Treasurer of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

My prayer is that God will bless and lead the Executive Committee. I 
pledge my prayers and encouragement. 

Cordially and gratefully yours, 

Harold C. Bennett 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wrapup--Religious Education Association 
\ 

w* L 
" \ 

ATLANTA, June )--The biggest 'challznge fpr the rest of the century is 
not inerrancy, but how to get,the gospel to a,rapidly changing world that 
defies traditional church outr speake=s warned at the two-day 
annual session of the Southern gious cation Association at 
the Omni that ended   on day ."Y% ' 

* 

llLost and unchurched coul less about inerrancy,' said Ron 
Lewis, senior consultant for Church G esigns in Nashville, Tenn. 

* ?  

"They could care less about whe a Southern Baptist church. 
They'll go where their needs are bei j 

The best way to grow a ch reach lost people, Lewis 
said. "Go out and get a lost to Christ and then ask 
him,'Who are your friends?'ll 

While Americans have never.been so open to the gospel as they are now, 
said Lewis, churches face a dilemrna,in that most prospects are between the 
ages of 22 and 44 and won't commit,to traditional church patterns, 

\ 

Lewis said part of the problem is that while most of the power and 
money in Southern Baptiset &churches ,are in the hands of members 53 years of 
age and older, most prospects are of the computer age. They may dress up 
for work Monday through Friday and then come to church on Sunday night in 
blue jeans, T-shirts and maybe no socks, he said. 

People are simplifying their lives, said Lewis, and churches must 
learn to do the same thing, 

Lewis said other factors churches must accentuate include servanthood, 
image and networking. 

wYou've got to understand that service means servanthood,lW Lewis said. 
llIf you want to reach young people, you have to start with the welcome in 
the parking lot and the condition of the nursery." 

-s-_ 
Lewis said Sunday school should not be seen as the only outreach arm- - 

of the church, $'qr example, he said, single adults may come on Saturday 
for celebration and worship and not attend on Sunday. 

"What counts is getting people in Bible study, not the day and hour 
it's held," he said. 

Instead of being a "market-drivenw1 church, said Lewis, members should 
think in terms of being llmarket-sensitive,u faithful to the doctrine and 
practical with people, 

He urged leaders not to be frustrated with the new wave because 
"they'll make great church members some day. They can be reached and 
mobilized, but not in long-range segments as before.ll 

Meanwhile, a Sunday school leader warned that Southern Baptists are 
losing a generation of young people. 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 
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'- While 14 percent of the U,S. population is 18 to 24 years of age, only 
three percent of Southern Baptists are in the same age range, said R. 
Michael Harton, director of the division of Sunday school development for 
the Virginia Baptist General Board, Richmond. 

Speaking on the impact of trends on Christian ministry, Harton said 
changing trends can be seen as either threat ox possibility. 

"The role of Christian leaders in the face of changing trends is to 
help keep our focus and build morale," Harton said. llWe don't need to be 
unduly anxious as long as we stay connected and continue networking,ll 

He cited a recent survey that revealed that 92 percent of Americans 
surveyed admitted that they lie regularly, 72 percent don't know their next 
door neighbor, 50 percent see no reason to marry, 47 percent wouldn't marry 
th ir spouse again, only 13 percent believe all of the Ten commandments and 
sev n percent would murder for $2 million. 

Harton said recent surveys of Southern ~a~tists showed that few share 
their faith evangelistically and 70 percent believe abortion should be 
1 gal. 

He said that while Southern Baptists traditionally have maintained a 
stronger emphasis on Christian education, there seems to be a trend toward 
building bigger and bigger worship.centers and fewer education facilities. 

"We are making our final exit from the industrial society, and the 
information age is just through the door,I1 said Harton. 

"We must remember that change and conflict are two sides of the same 
coin. We must be constantly pointing to the mission of our organization 
and build morale in whatever ways are appropriate," 

Another speaker, James Fitch, manager of the pastor/staff section of 
the Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, dealt with characteristics of 
the baby boomers and difficulties Southern Baptists fac,e in reaching them 

- with traditional methods. 
-. - 

Baby boomers also are searching for love, family, stability and 
rootedness, Fitch said. The denominational name of the church is less 
important to them than their needs being met," he added. 

Also, he said, they have a deep spiritual concern but don't get in a 
hurry to make any kind of long-term commitment. He said they watch the 
electronic church, which is positive because it compels mainline churches 
to offer their best. . 

Fitch said some large churches are reaching young people in large 
numbers through exciting, entertaining worship services, but he warned that 
"worship by itself can never get the job done. You cannot build a church 
on a worship service, As religious education directors, we must find a way 
to get them from worship to Bible study. 

"Every new generation is a challenge to our traditional approach. This 
one is just a larger challenge because it's a larger group. 

"Tried and true approaches do not have to be discarded with each new 
generation. Pastors and ministers of education who believe in their 
structures and approaches will find ways to use them to reach and mobilize 
this gen ration. l1 

In a resolution, the ministers of education applauded the leadership 
of Lloyd Elder, who earlier this year reached an agreement with trustees to 
retire as president of the Sunday School Board by Jan. 31, 1992, or 30 days 
after a successor is elected. Elder would continue in a consultant role 
and as an employee of the board until April 1, 1993. 

Also, its the association named a task force to study the possibility 
of holding their annual meeting at a different time than the annual meeting 
of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), 

Leaders advocated the change because, they said, the group had llalways 
played second fiddle" to the SBC s ssions and same m mbers had to stay home 
and tend the church while the pastor attended the SBC. 

I 



William A.  Gambrell, minister of education/pastoral care at First 
Baptist Church, Jackson, Miss., was elected president of the association. 

He succeeds Katie Grogan, director of church administration/family 
ministry in the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware, Columbus, Md. 

Other new officers of the association are president-elect, William R. 
Cromer Jr., professor of religious education, southern Baptist ~heological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.; vice president, Mavis Allen, senior coordinator, 
Sunday school program development, Sunday school division, southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board, Nashville; eastern vice president, Charles Ballard, 
associate pastor of education, First Baptist Church, Maryville, Term*; 
central vice president, G. Ned Taylor, minister of education, First Baptist 
Church, Starkville, Miss.; western vice president, Nelda P. ~illiams, 
consultant in the Sunday school division, Baptist General Convention of 
Dallas; secretary-treasurer, Joe Haynes, growth consultant in the Sunday 
school growth and administration department, ~aptist sunday School Board; 
and assistant secretary, Eddie Lee, minister of education/administration, 

Grace Baptist Church, Evansville, Xnd, 
-30- 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Woman's Missionary Union Monday Afternoon 

ATLANTA, June 3 -- ~ut~oin~'~~oman:s .Missionary Union 
President Marjorie McCullough ~ o n d a ~ ~ ~ u r ~ e d  :participants at the 
annual meeting of the ~outhexn baptistw'~onvention not to dwell on 
the success of the past bucuto claim the treakure in their 

r4{ 3+ 
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future . 1 , \  
1% * 64 

, Xc 
Q n i 
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Though blessed with la p of missions education, 
the WMU must be cautious not to b preoccupied with its 
heritage that it fargetstythe chal tom , she said. 

* :  

McCullough gave he;: final addr he room where she 
was elected president five years ag WMU annual meeting in 
Atlanta. WMU presidents hay serve - .  ve 'years. 

i i l  

Recounting her five years .of volun5eer service, the 
Alexandria, La., resident summed'up the progress the missionary 
organization has made since 1986: 4 s f  

*+ 3, + 

-- The year-long Centennial Celebration noted the WMUfs 
100th birthday in 1988 in Richnond,,Va.\> where it was founded. 

L\w* \,* -* A h h h "  t L? 

-- The future of the organization was launched symbolically 
at the conclusion--of the annqaliWMU meeting..;later'that summer in 
San Antonio. At - tha t -  meeting, missionaries and-age-level leaders 
filled boats with Missions Friends, Girls in Action, Acteens, 
Baptist Young Women, Baptist Women and WMU Executive Board 
members and sailed out of the session and "into the future." 

-- The Second Century Fund, an endowment campaign to provide 
funds for the training of future WMU leaders, was begun. 

-- A new venture in missians education was begun with Lottie 
Moon Tours to china, which eventually saw participation by 500 
individuals. 

-- planning on the William Carey Tours to England are under 
way to help celebrate the Bicentennial of the beginning of modern 
missions. 

-- Dellanna OfBrien was elected executive director following 
the retirement of long-time Executive Director Carolyn 
Weatherford. 

~ u t  after spotlighting the past, McCullough quickly changed 
the tone of her address to warn against becoming too satisfied 
with the WMU heritage of the past century and its recent gains. 

"Yes, we have run with the footrnenIN she said. Furthermore, 
we have even competed with the horsemen unafraid. We have 
perservered! We have stood on the shoulders of our foremothers 
and saw farther. We grew not only in numbers, but in influence. 

"Then have come the days in the land of peace. Those may 
have been the '50s and '60s. We trusted and were trusted, and 
WMU was at her peak. We did not grow weary, but did we rest and 
perhaps take a nap during the 70s and 8 0 s  because we were in the 
land of peace?" 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



She then drew parallels between the WMU's strength and that 
of Gulliver and the danger encountered when, exhausted from his 
shipwreck, he took a prolonged rest. 

"While he went astray, shipwrecked, and then with relief, 
slept, the tiny midget people with tiny cords bound him to the 
ground," she said. 

"Ladies, we all have minds and hearts of giants. We cannot 
be found sleeping away opportunities of today because we have had 
a peaceful and glorious past. Having once dwelt in the land of 
peace where we trusted and were trusted, maybe we have not dared 
to change our methods or get ourselves more on the cutting edge 
of life. 

I1Are we neglecting challenges of today? Are we realizing 
the imperativeness of the times in which we live? We could 
awaken soon to find ourselves prisoners of our own littleness, 
our little vision, little ideas, little hope." 

McCullough then said the organization has come to Itthe 
swelling of the Jordanw and challenged the members to be alert 
and to keep the vision of missions and missions education as a 
priority in the churches. 

Also on the program, foreign missionary to Namibia Myrtice 
Owens shared her missions experience in the African nation and 
the ways the WMU has strengthened her life and ministry. 

As a 14-year-old young woman she was lead to faith in ~hrist 
by the WMU leader of a church she had visited on her bicycle. 
She soon became involved in GAS. 

Two years later she heard the call to medical missions after 
hearing a missionary at Dunedin Baptist Church in Florida, where 
she was a member. Riding her bicycle home that night through an 
orange grove, she stopped and surrendered to missions. 

At seminary., the Florida WMU helped fund her education with 
a two-year scholarship. That support, through prayers and the 
~ottie Moon ~hristmas Offering for Foreign ~issions, has 
continued to undergird her ministry, she said. 

I1Through all these years, the WMU has been right with me and 
my family in praying, encouraging, supporting and lifting us up.I1 

Sherry Roy of Clever, Mo., and Ashley McCaleb of Jackson, 
Miss., told of their experiences as WMU volunteers. Roy shared ' 

experiences as a disaster relief team member following Hurricane 
Hugo in South Carolina. McCaleb, ~aptist Women consultant with . 
the Mississippi WMU, told how she and three other ~ississippians 
traveled to Peru to train 600 women in WMU leadership skills. 

Clayton ~ilbert, father of journeyman Mary Anna ~ilbert who 
was killed in a plane crash in china Oct. 2, told of his 
daughter's dedication to missions. 

With tears in his eyes he told the group that he and his 
wife, Scottie, have answered the call to serve in china in summer 
1992. They are to teach conversational ~nglish at ~ i a  Ying 
University, ~eixian, through the cooperative Services 
~nternational program of the Southern Baptist Foreign ~ission 
Board. -- 30 -- 
E$y Joe Westbury -- 8:30 p.m. Monday 



For Immediate Release 

Woman's Missionary Union Monday Evening 
A 

ATLANTA, June 3--The Southern ission Board is bringing 
hope to the hopeless in A arry Lewis told 
participants at the 103rd Missionary Union 
here Monday night. 

"Without faith in Je " Lewis said during 
his address to the auxili pe are two sides of 
the same coin." 

Lewis said his agenc s through the 
board's four priority emp starting new 
churches and helping exis 

t 4 $iX% , ** 
"Home missions is not just programs, plans ,and strategies , and goals, I' 

Lewis said. "Home missions is people. ~t$sjpeople like you and me whom 
God has called to proclaim the goo3 $news"that there is hope in Christ." 

+ -y$*+ : jn,+ 

Participants at the Monday eyening session also met five home 
missionaries representing a varietf~:of,min~istIr"ies sponsored by the board. 

"hi 3q&x*r*L,** ~ h " , b S  

"There is hope for the w o r ~ g  tonight and for the United States, 
because of Jesus Chri~~,~~~,~He~rman.~+Rios said., ~Rios;l~who,s~yes as an 
evangelism consultant for L-thG~lorida '~a~tist cbh;ientioh; challenged the 
women's group to pray for the work of missionaries in Florida and across 
the United States. 

"There's a fresh wind blowing across 'the state of Fl~rida,~~ Rios said 

Other missionaries who spoke during the session included Mickey 
Mayfield of Lawrenceville, Georgia; Larry Martin of the Greater Boston, 
(Mass.) Baptist Association, Newton; Patty Lane of Dallas, Texas; and 
Sheila Black of Charlotte, N.C. 

--3o-- 
By Scott Collins--9:20 p.m. Monday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Southern Baptist Church Music Conference Wrapup 

ATLANTA, June 3--Southern Baptist musicians were challenged to be 
"lambs among the wolves1' of today's society at a two-day conference 
preceding the 134th annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Allen Walworth, pastor, First,Baptist Church, Huntsville, Ala., 
advised the more than 300 musicians:attending the Southern Baptist Church 
Music Conference not to '!put on wolves clothing just to look out for No. 1 - i r :  or to be all you can be. " \ " ' 

\ X  b 
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He also exhorted those9attending the conference at Wieuea Road Baptist 
Church in suburban Atlantabnot to play "king ofthe mountainv or to become 
llruthless by scratching or clawing y to the top. Most of the time 
the wolves make it to the top there is\no reward. There is 
nothing there, " Z *\ I \ i 

Milburn Price, dean'of .th U S ~ C  at ' Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky e to the musicians about issues 
he said he believes they will face i 1st century. 

The greatest concern, he said, would be' proclaiming the gospel in a 
llcomplex world," citing statistics that iindicate there will be 433 cities 
worldwide in the year 2000 that will have a population of more than one 
million people. Today, 276 cities fall in that category. 

\ " i Y  

Price said church musicians need to be like Don Quixote to "dream the 
impossible dream" and to ask the Lord to "send forth your word through us." 

Price said he also is concerned with hoG'rnusicians deal with 
technology, particularly synthesizers and computers. 

He challenged participants to used synthesizers, but not at the 
expense of the gifts of instrumentalists in the church. 

He ,also encouraged musicians to explore the use of computer technology 
related to music instruction, especially for preschoolers and children. 

Other points of concern related to the 21st century mentioned by Price 

were worship, the task of music education, the diminishing supply of 
keyboard instrumentalists and the impact of popular culture on music and 
worship. 

A highlight of the 35th annual session of the SBCMC was a hymn sing 
featuring selections from "The Baptist Hymnal," 1991 edition, led by Mark 
Blankenship of the church music department, Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

The musicians passed a resolution commending the Sunday School Board 
for the new hymnal, which reflects the diversity of Southern Baptists "in 
matters of worship style, of theological emphasis, of tradition and of 
musical performance." 

The conference presented the W. Hines Sims Award posthumously to 
Claude H. Rhea Jr., former president of Palm Beach Atlantic College, West 
Palm Beach, Fla, He had served as a minister of music in church s in 
Missouri, 'Louisiana, Florida, Texas and Alabama. He also was dean of 
church music at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and vice president 
and chairman of the division of fine arts at Houston Baptist University, 

SBCMC President Mark Edwards, minister of music at First Baptist 
Church, Nashville, Tenn,, said the Sims Award is given annually in 
recognition of a person who has demonstrated unusual significance to church 
music. 

- -. 
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Honorary memberships were awarded to Robert L Burton, retired 
distinguished professor of conducting Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, and LeRoy McClard, retiring supervisor, field 
services section, church music department, Sunday School Board. 

The musicians also took time to memorialize Southern Baptist musicians 
who died in the past year, in particular, four Oklahoma musicians who 
perished in a plane crash in mid-January 1991. 

Special tribute was given to Paul Magar, state music director of the 
Baptist General convention of Oklahoma, and his wife, Judy; Mary June 
Tabor, Magar's administrative assistant who had served as secretary- 
treasurer of the SBCMC for 20 years; and James D. Woodward, artist in 
residence at Oklahoma Baptist University. 

President Edwards asked -the musicians to develop of "ministry of 
heroes ... such as these were. We need examples to follow -- those who 
will affirm us, lead us, light the path for us and take care of us." 

He warned the participants not to "replace our heroes with over- 
ambitious movers and shakers." 

Instead, he asked them to find heroes who would build on the heritage 
of the past and not blindly destroy it. 

The 1991 commissioned hymn, "Gracious God, Receive Our Prayer," 
written by Paul D. Duke, pastor of Kirkwood Baptist Church, St. Louis, Mo., 
and the commissioned anthem for 1991, "Come and Reign," by Don Schlosser, 

minister of music at Central Baptist Church, Winchester, Ky., both were 
presented. 

Bob Hatfield, minister of music at Dawson Memorial Baptist Church, 
Birmingham, Ala., assumed the office of president of the conference. 
Earlier in the year, Blankenship of the Sunday School Board was chosen 
president-elect. 

Groups and individuals who performed at the SBCMC were South Carolina 
Honor Children's Choir; First Light, First Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn; 
sanctuary choir and orchestra, First Baptist Church, Augusta, Ga.; and 
Image, Palm Beach Atlantic college, WEst Palm Beach, Fla. 

Prior to the SBCMC, almost 300 church musicians from throughout the 
nation gathered for the second annual "Prelude" sponsored by the Sunday 
School Board's music service. 

Mike Wilkins, coordinator of the music service, said the con£ rence 
included numerous choral reading sessions by various publishers, major 
concerts by several Christian recording artists and groups, and the 
premiere of five new musicals. 

Musicals that were premiered and the church choirs performing the 
musicals were "The Gift" by the First Baptist Church, Snellville, Ga.; 
"Glory" by Mountain Park First Baptist Church, Stone Mountain, Ga. ;  
"Christmas is Calling" by Peachtree Corners Baptist Church, Norcross, Ga.;  
"One Nation Under God:" by Tabernacle Baptist Church, Carrollton, Ga,; and 
"Unto Us" by Roswell Street Baptist Church, Marietta, Ga. 

-30- 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

WMU Wrapup 

ATLANTA, June 3 -- More than 3,500 members of the Woman's 
Missionary Union elected a new president and recording secretary, 
approved a record budget and heard challenges for Southern Baptists 
to be true to their call to qmissions,,during the two-day 103rd 
annual session of the Southern Baptist Convention auxiliary . 

\h +\  

Meeting in the ballrbom of the ~ e d r ~ i a  World Congress Center 
Sunday and Monday, members tapped Carolyn Miller of Huntsville, 
Ala. , as president and"~artha Wannerberg of DeFuniak Springs, Fla. , 
as recording secretary. 

\" 

Miller succeeds Marjorie McCullough of Alexandria, La., while 
Wannerberg replaces Pattie Dent of Holly Springs, Miss. 

In her annual report to the group, Executive Director Dellanna 
OIBrien charged WMU members to Ifpray as you have never prayed 
before for the heart of the SBC -- beg forehis forgiveness, for his 
guidance and for his wisdom." 

She said the missions education organization must risk calling 
the denomination Itback to'the unity of the missions challenge." 

The Executive Board reported d $13,413,380 budget for 1991-92, 
a 6.6 percent increase from the current $12.5-million budget. 

Addressing the theme, "Called To MissionstW Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board President R. Keith Parks of Richmond, Va., 
told the crowd that the call to missions i s  a call to give 
ourselves, our substance and our prayers." 

But Southern Baptists reflect a difficult task of fulfilling 
that calling when Lottie Moon Christmas Offering receipts drop 
$835,000 from the previous year, as they did this year he said. 

Maurice Graham, missionary to Kuwait, told the attendees he 
owes his life to Southern Baptists. He was among a group of 
hostages in the Persian Gulf country who took refuge in the U.S. 
Embassy in Kuwait City following the country's invasion by Iraq in 
early September. 

"There were many days when I did not know if we would be safe 
for another 24 hours, but I knew Southern Baptists were praying for 
Laurie and our family," he said. "At the age of 16 when I made a 
commitment to missions, I was not fully aware of all it would mean, 
but I knew I must be faithful to that call." 

In calling the denomination to missions, Graham challenged 
Southern Baptists to renew their call to sacrifice. 

ltOur theology in today's churches does not understand 
suffering as a part of a commitment to missionstW he said. ttSome of 
our churches may have to suffer a building program not being 
completed just now so that others may hear the good news of Jesus 
Christ. Being faithful to the call may require some WMU leaders 
going to their pastor and saying, 'We need to make missions the No. 
1 priority in our church.' 

Itwhen we have that commitment we will be true to our calling 
to share christ with those who are waiting to hearttt he said. 

SBC News Roorn (404) 22 2-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Roorn Manager 
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Outgoing President McCullough urged members not to dwell on 
the success of the past at the expense o f  failing to claim the 
treasure of their future. 

After spotlighting the gains of the five years of her 
presidency, she changed the tone to warn against becoming too 
satisfied with the proud past. 

She then drew parallels between the organizationfs strength 
and that of Gulliver and the danger encountered when, exhausted 
from his shipwreck, he took a prolonged rest. 

I1While he went astray, shipwrecked, and then with relief, 
slept, the tiny midget people with tiny cords bound him to the 
ground," she said. 

I1Ladies, we all have minds of giants. We cannot be found 
sleeping away opportunities of today because we have had a peaceful 
and glorious past. 

"Are we neglecting the challenges of today? Are we realizing 
the imperatives of the times in which we live? We could awaken 
soon to find ourselves prisoners of our own littleness, our little 
vision, little ideas, little hope." 

Southern Baptist Home Mission Board president Larry Lewis 
thanked WMU members for their partnership in home missions. 

I1Without faith in Jesus Christ, there is no hope,I1 ~ewis said. 
He noted that the Home Mission Board is trying to bring that hope 
through the board's four emphases in evangelism, ministry, starting 
new churches and helping existing churches to grow. 

-- 
~ewis thanked the members for their prayers and support of 

missions through the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for Home 
Missions. 

-- 30 -- 

By Joe Westbury and Scott Collins ' -- 10:lO p.m. Monday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Pastor's Conference wrap-up 

ATLANTA, June 3--America is in desperate need of revival and for 
Christians to be involved in politics, speakers advised at the Southern 
Baptist Pastor's Conference in the Georgia World Congress Center. 

The two-day conference which attracted 18,000 people, primarily 
pastors, preceded the annual meeting'of the Southern Baptist Convention 

> 1 

scheduled for Tuesday through'Thursday. 
lh> " 

An address by retired Marine Lt. Col."  liver North stirred the most 
response. People waved American flags and sang patriotic anthems before 
and after his address .\ + " 

* *  

North, who is appealing his convictions for Iran-Contra deals, urged 
Christians to be involved in government. 

"It is a tragedy that so many Christians have withdrawn from the 
political process," North said. "The First Amendment is designed to 
protect godly people from the government, not the government from godly 
people. " 

As he spoke, at least five people outside the meeting hall protested 
his presence on the program. Jerry Gentry, member of Oakhurst Baptist 
Church in Decatur, G a . ,  said North's speech supports the merger of 
Christian faith and politicsf, which he called idolatry. 

Richard Lee, pastor of Rehoboth Baptist Church in Atlanta and 
president of the Pastor's Conference, said North is controversial to many 
people, "but to the vast majority of us, he's an American patriot." 

?*, * I +  

a Lee noted that none of the conference speakers, including North, 
received an honorarium for the program. North typically receives $20,000 
to $25,000 for a speech, representatives of his speakers bureau said. 

Another call for Christians to be involved in government came from 
a u t h o r  and speaker Tim LaHaye, of Washington, D.C. He said Christians will 
lose their freedoms unless they fight to preserve them. He stressed the 
need for Christian schools as an alternative to public schools, which he 
called the nation's "greatest source of deception." 

Tony Evans, pastor of Oak Cliff Bible Church, Dallas, Texas, also 
sounded a call for Christian involvement in the political process. 
"Christians are to be involved in the social agenda and political agenda, 
but they are to be done from a biblio-centric frame of reference." 

Christians should heed the will of God rather than the positions of a 
particular political party, he said. 

"Jesus doesn't ride the backs of donkeys or elephants. He rides over 
both of them." 

Five former SBC presidents -- W.A. Criswell, Adrian Rogers, Jimmy 
Draper, Bailey Smith.and Jerry Vines -- also spoke during the Pastor's 
Conference. 

I 

Criswell, senior pastor of First Baptist Church, Dallas, said great 
churches cannot be built without great pastors. A pastor, he said, must 
provide bold and courageous leadership. 

"When I hear some effeminate preacher, I want to crawl up behind him 
surreptitiously and say, 'Boo,' and scare the living daylights out of him, 
Criswell said. 

-- .-- -- 
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'TOO many prea rs, he added, "seek a sophistry of cheap ntellectual 
veneer. " 

Rogers, pastor of Bellevu Baptist Church, Memphis, reminded the 
ministers of the evils of immorality. 

"We are never told to fight this sin, we are told to flee this sin," 
Rogers said. 

Draper, pastor of First Baptist Church, Euless, Texas, stressed the 
role of Christian martyrs in advancing God's kingdom. He said total 
commitment to God has characterized martyrs from Stephen in the New 
Testament to Lynda Bethea, a Southern Baptist missionary who was killed in 
March by robbers in Kenya. Her husband, Ralph, was severely injured in th 
attack. 

"Death did not make Lynda Bethea a martyr," he said. It only revealed 
her as a martyr. A martyr has already died to self and the things of this 
world. 

Smith, an Atlanta-based evangelist, said there are too many luke warm 
churches in the SBC. He noted a denominational study has shown that at 
least 50 percent of SBC churches have plateaued or are in decline. 

Smith blamed the decline on "moderate preaching," "lethargic 
congregationsw and "lethal compromi~e.'~ 

"The problem is some of you have become more dignified than Jesus," he 
said. "Some of you have been motivated into stagnation.'' 

-- -- - 

Vines, co-pastor of First Baptist Church, in Jacksonville, Fla., urged 
pastors to allow God's glory to be manifest in their lives. 

"It is not enough to read the Bible looking fox the t e x t  for your 
sermon. We need to look for transfiguration that we should become less of 
what we are and more of Jesus Christ." 

To be effective in reaching the world for Christ, Southern Baptists 
need to be open to change, said Ed Young, pastor of Second Baptist Church, 
Houston. Change is risky and costly, Young said, but beneficial changes 
are possible when the plan for change stems from a vision from God. 

Chuck Colson, of Washington, D.C., said churches need to reject the 
cultural values they have adopted. The author and speaker who became a 
Christian while serving a prison sentence for his Watergate crimes, said 
the church has adopted society's idea of success -- that bigger is better. 

Colson also noted that too many churches are striving only to pl ase 
people. "The job of the gospel is not to make people happy. The job of 
the gospel is to make people holy." 

Darrell Gilyard, pastor of Victory Baptist Church, Richardson Texas, 
urged pastors not "to overlook those little boys and girls who don't look 
like they have any promise at all." He pointed out that he was abandoned 
early in life by his parents and during his youth was forced to make his 
hom under a bridge in Florida. 

"All over America, there are Darrells out there,who seem like nobodys 
but they (can) become somebodys when the grace of God invades their lives," 
Gilyard stressed. 

During an address on the doctrine of God's holiness, Paige Patterson, 
president of Criswell College in Dallas, said that doctrine has been 
emphasized little in churches today.' 

People who have encountered God's holiness know that it has "a 
harrowing effect, healing efficacy and heavenly employment." 

Pastors today need to realize that "they get to the throne room of 
God through the prayer closetfQ1 he said. 

Bill Stafford, a Chattanooga, Tenn.-based evangelist urged pastors to 
"rekindle the fire" they sensed at their calling. "If God has called you 
to preach, you are in it for the duration," he said. "1 am going to die 
with my preaching boots on." 

Jack Graham, pastor of Prestonwood Baptist Church, Dallas challenged ' 

the pastors to share their faith as fervently as John the ~aptist foretold 
the messiah's coming. 

"We are born and born again to say to the world, 'Behold, the Lamb of 
God. ' " 



b Graham was elected president of the 1992 Pastor's Conference. Other 
officers, all elected by acclamation, include Larry Wynn, pastor of Hebron 
Baptist Church in Dacula, Ga., vice president; and Kenneth Barnett, pastor 
of South Wadsworth Baptist Church in Denver, secretary-treasurer. 

At the conference's final session, 'Jerry Falwell, pastor of Thomas 
Road Baptist Church in Lynchburg, Va., was invited to address the audience 
briefly. Falwell, an independent Baptist, had not been listed on the 
printed program. 

He said that the social problems of America had changed radically 
since the 1950s when he finished Bible college. A t  that time, drug abus , 
abortion, pornography and New Age religion had not yet made a major impact 
on society, he said. 

If Christians stand firm and do not llflinch," the gospel can be 
preached to the world and many of the nation's social problems can be 
overcome by the turn of the century, Falwell predicted, 

--3o-- 

By Sarah Zimmerman and Pat Cole --10:53 p.m. Monday 



PRESS NOTICE 

Paige Patterson, president of Criswell College, and Michael Bryan, a 

self-described agnostic who attended the school and has written a book 

-- "Chapter and verse" -- about the experience, will be available in 

the press room lounge at 1 1  a.m. Tuesday. 
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For Immediate Release 

SBC Forum Wrap-up 

ATLANTA, June 3 -- In the final meeting of the Southern Baptist Forum, 
about 200 people heard fired Baptist Press editor Dan Martin give a 
personal testimony he claimed his critics never asked to hear. 

Martin, now pastor of Ledger Baptist Church in Bakessville, N.C., was 
discharged by the Southern Baptist Convention's Executive Committee as 
Baptist Press news editor last July 17 a ith A 1  Shackleford, vice 
president for public relations: , A b 

\:: 
Martin was the keynote speaker at t ng of Baptist moderates 

Monday at Wieuca Road Baptist Church in Atlanta. 
, Z 

, 

A t  this seventh annual meeting of the Forum, participants voted to 
dissolve the organization and giv sets to the newly formed 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. 

"I am a Baptist by choice, not by birt artin said. "I am a 
product of Baptist missions.@' 

He related how he had become a C h r i s t i a n  through t h e  witness of a 
Baptist home missionary in Brighton, Colo., 29 years ago. 

"I was a drunk, I was not far from losing my job and my wife was about 
to leave me," he said, "My life was a shambles. It's a wonder I didn't 
end up dead or in the penitentiary." 

Because his wife had been raised in a Southern Baptist church, Martin 
said he finally sought a Baptist church when he reached his breaking point. 
"I decided there might be some help for me, :,. so I called the police 
station to ask if there were a Southern Baptist Church in town." 

He found a small mission, where the last day of a revival was under 
way, That night, Martin said, he walked the aisle to profess faith in 
Jesus Christ and was baptized. 

"I don't remember who the preacher was, but I do remember he was 
preaching the agape love of God -- that he loves you no matter where you've 
been or what you've done." 

Martin said he went home, poured out all the liquor in his house and 
began a new life. "Nobody but me and God believed what had happened," he 
said. 

As Martin matured in his newfound faith, he felt called to a full-time 
ministry and enrolled in Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas. He later worked for the Baptist General Convention of Texas 
and the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board before becoming news editor at 
Baptist Press in 1980. 

"1 am proud I had the opportunity to work for Southern Baptists for 17 
years," Martin said, "I'm glad I had an opportunity to repay some of what 
Southern Baptists have given me. 

"I would do it all over again, even if I knew the outcome and the 
outcome were the same.@' 

@'The 200 or so of you gathered here know more about who I am as a 
spiritual being than the SBC Executive CommitteeI1' Martin said at the 
conclusion of his testimony.' "They never asked. 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



church. No one ever asked me to teach in his church. And to quote Paige I 

Patterson of Criswell College], never was I even 
in gilent prayer, Wd lead 

Martin said he did give his testimony at a state convention meeting 
one time where an Executive Committee member was present. "When I got 
through, all he said was, 'Why didn't you introduce me?' 

"The Southern Baptist Convention has come to an awful state ... when 
we cannot rejoice in the testimony of a brother or sister who has come to 
know Jesus Christ in a personal way." 

Martin said he could have told the Executive Committee about his 
commitment to Jesus Christ and about his commitment as a journalist, but 
they never asked about either. 

"They called me, but mostly to accuse," he reported. "One Executive 
Committe member, who is now an officer, wrote me a letter demanding that I 
repent of Baptist Press." 

Martin told the group he feels like he is now "at the end of a long, 
painful, difficult divorce. 

"1 have come on a symbolic journeyN this week, he explained. "I hav 
come on a journey in which I am saying goodbye to the Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

Apparently many other former participants in the Forum had said 
goodbye to the SBC as well, as attendance at the meeting was down to only 
about 200. The group had 2,400 people at its first meeting in 1984 and 

- .- -, ----- - -- 
filled large convention' halls in subsequent years. 

"We are not chagrined about the size of our attendance," Forum 
steering committee Chairman John Hewett told the group. "It says a lot 
about the participation of our kind of people in the convention this week." 

Hewett, pastar of First Baptist Church in Asheville, N.C., last month 
was elected moderator of Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. 

After about 15 minutes of discussion, Forum participants voted to 
accept the recommendation of their steering committee to dissolve the 
Forum. 

The Forum had been incorporated in 1987, primarily because of the need 
to secure insurance when renting large meeting halls, Hewett explained. 

The Forum steering committee proposed a resolution that the 
corporation be dissolved and its assets be used to pay all outstanding 
debts with the remainder to be given to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. 
The transfer of funds would be designated for expenses of the new group's 
annual convocation, Hewett explained, because that meeting most closely 
parallels what the Forum was about. 

Hewett said the Forum currently has assets of $6,000 to $8,000. I ~ 
Several participants expressed concern about discontinuing the annual 

meeting prior to the sBC. ttI'm from a church that's going to continue to 
send me to the SBC," one pastor said. "It's going to be mighty lonely if 
there's not some type of forum (for moderates)." 

Ben Loring, pastor of First Baptist Church in Amarillo, Texas, 
presented an amendment to the resolution that asks the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship to Itprovide a vehicle for fellowship and discussion in 
conjunction with the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention," 

Immediately after the resolution was adopted, the steering committee 
recommendation passed unanimously. 

By Mark Wingfield 



FOR I m E D I A T E  RELEASE 

Hewett on Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Mission Endeavors 

ATLANTA, June 3 -- Eleven issues distinguish mission efforts planned 
by Cooperative Baptist Fellowship from what is currently being don by the 
Southern Baptist home and foreign mission boards, John Hewett said. 

Hewett, moderator of ~oo&rative ~ a p  lowship, spoke to about 
200 'people attending the final meeting of; C Forum prior to the 
Southern Baptist Convention's annual meeti 

5; 

In May, about 6,000 Southern Baptist moderates gathered in Atlanta to 
form Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and give approval to alternative plans 
for missions funding and missions sending. 

% >  

i 

Hewett read from e document prepared in conjunction with Alan Neely, 
chairman of the fellowship's missions task force and professor of missions 
at Princeton Theological Seminary. 

He listed these 11 distinctives: 
1 

1. One sending agency o distinction between home and foreign 
missions. 

2. An administrative structure that is small and simple. 
*"* \ 

3. Work measured by q~ality,~not by number of missionaries sent or 
number of countries served. 

qually important, with no critera that 
missionaries divide their work according to any formula. 

5. Acceptance of qualified individuals who are divorced or ordained 
females . 

6. Missionaries working under the auspices of national conventions. 

7. Field decisions made in conjunction with nationals and other 
mission -groups'working in the area. 

8. No requirement to sign or affirm a belief statement written by 
someone else. 

9. Sending of vocational missionaries only until the time when 
nationals can assume the work themselves. 

10. Baptists native to other countries will be sent. 

11. When personnel changes are necessary, missionaries will be told 
why and helped to retool and relocate. 

By Mark Wingfield -- 9:20 a.m. Tuesday 
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Pastors' conference, Monday evening 

ATLANTA, June 3--Two former Southern Baptist Convention presidents appealed 
to the Southern Baptist Pastors' Conference for stronger pastoral 
leadership to combat sagging growth in some Southern Baptist congregations. 

r . I 

A ''weak pulpit" plagues many churches that lack evangelistic zeal, 
said Bailey Smith, an Atlanta-based e~angelist.~;It's not the preacher's 
opinion that changes the world," he+added. ;v'It*is preaching the word of 
God * " $ A. " ' * ix 1 

\< '* 
\ 
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Many Southern Baptist chur"khes are ltlukewarm,u said Smith, noting a 
denominational study has shown'that at least 50 per~ent~of Southern Baptist 
congregations are plateaue 
problem of declining churc 
congregations" and "lethal comprom 

"The problem is some 
said. "Soma of you have b 

In the conference's cl , senior pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Dallas, said+sstrong pastoral 'leadership is part of 
"the heavenly vision1' for pastors and "churches. h % L  ':' i 

n .. >' * .? 
h \ &  
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"You' 11 never build a great chu>ch dithout' a -  great pastor, It he said. 

Criswell said preachers shou ed by Fourage and 
boldness. 

"When I hear a s to crawl up behind 
him surreptitiously a g .daylights out of 
him," he said. h >.A >. ; '\, 

The addresses by Criswel'L and Smith sandwiched an unscheduled 
appearance by Jerry Falwell, pastor of Thomas Road Baptist Church, an 
independent Baptist congregatioh in Lynchburg, Va, 

Pastors' Conference President Richard Lee introduced Falwell as a 
"Southern Baptist who just doesn't know it." 

Falwell noted that America faces a different set of social problems 
than in the 1950s when he graduated from Bible college. Then, the three 
primary "enemiest1 were communism, modernism and alcoholism, he said, 

Now, he said, such problems as drug abuse, abortion, pornography and 
New Age religion have made vast inroads in America. 

If Christians stand firm and don't flinch, they can spread the gospel 
to the world and solve many of the nation's social problems by the 
century's end, Falwell said, 

In another address, Tony Evans, pastor of Oak Cliff Bible Church in 
Dallas, said, ItChristians are the only hope the world has." 

While endorsing Christian involvement in the political process, he 
said Christians should be committed to God's will and not pledge unyielding 
allegiance to any political party. 

"Jesus doesn't ride the backs of donkeys or elephants," he said, "He 
rides over both of them." 

By Pat Calli -- 9:20 a.m., Tuesday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

A group of students and Baptist church members (number unknown) will 
arrive on International Avenue between the World Congress Center and Omni 
on Tuesday about 2:30 p.m., culminating visits to 30 Georgia colleges and 
universities since April 21. This marathon is a project of Baptist Student 
Unions of Georgia to raise $1 million for student mission causes in Georgia 
and around the world. 

Diane Reasoner, public relations, Georgia Baptist convention ( ~ e w s  Box 
203) is the contact. 

The News Room 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Campus Ministers Wrap-up 

ATLANTA, June 3 - Southern Baptist campus ministers were told both 
integrity and reconciliation are possible amidst conflict during their two- 
day conference preceding the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. pa 

&*I.,. * .U <*. m 
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wReconciless Amidst the Conflictsl!,was~the~theme of Association of 
Southern Baptist Campus Ministers.meetiG sunday and Monday at Emory 
University. Conference registrants totaled 49f~a2sharp drop from last 
year. r';.""' * ,.*yw 

..t \wJ ;6 "\. 

&& .P +A -A%! 
Walker Knight, publisher , told +participants how he has 

struggled to maintain integrit ough'about 30fyears of service in 
different areas of Southe9 Ba life: SBC Today, founded by Knight and 
other moderate Southern Baptis will be'rrenamed Baptists Today in 
August, $?% * $ $  

>\ 
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The first conflict Knigh as 'in%xample "was his relationship with 
administrators during his yea i rectog of editorial services for the 
Southern Baptist Home ~issioh Board ., ~e ~saw'''hirnse1f as a "change agent, If 
especially in the area of race . .ieiati~ns,''~when he joined the HMB staff in 
the early 1960s.  night said. ~-twg " * *'* L ibV" ' 

His editorials and leadership of an HMB publication in calling for SBC 
churches to open their doors td~blacl?p&pie resulted in criticism from 
state leaders and readers, a decsease ' in "subscriptions and admonishments 
from administrators, Knight said. He chose to hold on to his editorial 
freedom while making serf%$ did ,not ~give~supervisoqs .other reasons for 
removing him, Knight said,. "The - ~ B , s  ~ o n n w a  ?or+ !!another truth . . . 
cooperationIw he said. 

His church, Oakhurst Baptist Church of Decatur, Ga., provided a "model 
for me personally of corporate integrity," Knight said, in dealing with 
conflict concerning race relations. The church chose in the mid-'60s to 
open its doors to blacks when the white suburban neighborhood surrounding 
Oakhurstls campus became 95 percent black. Knight said the church 
maintained its integrity at a time when the "denomination provided no 
guidelinesn for such situations. The result, however, was a decrease in 
membership from nearly 1,200 to 500, Knight said. 

He told participants an experience since starting SBC Today had shown 
him the quest for integrity sometimes involves friends. 

- "After less than two years of this exodus pilgrimage, I was visited by 
a committee of moderate leaders who had come to tell me that they did not 
feel like I was taking as forthright a stand against fundamentalism and the 
fundamentalist leaders as they would like, "Knight said. He.told them he 
did not want to produce a publication like the Southern Baptist Journal, a 
news paper produced by a conservative, nor did he want to make attacks on 
individuals, he said. 

Knight said he believes "each truth has many sides. I do not say that 
our fundamentalist protagonists do not have integrity, only that they hold 
to a different truth than I do.!' 

Noel Leo Erskine, associate professor of theology and ethics at Emory 
University's Candler School of Theology, said there were three things that 
kept Martin Luther King Jr., the slain civil rights leader, on the road to 
reconciliation. He said the same "landmarksN keep such dreams alive today. ~ 
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He said those truths, nurtured in King by the black church, are: (1) 
there is a "moral order in the universe," (2) a belief in the participation 
of God in history and (3) the "worth of the individual." 

"History, he believed, is bound by a divine purpose," Erskine said. 
llMoral law is rooted in the nature of Gad. 

"Human worth lies in relatedness to God. An individual has value 
because he has value to God.n 

Also addressing conference participants on conflict were Nancy 
Armnerman, associate professor of sociology of religion at the Candler 
School of Theology, and Donald Wells, chairman of the political science 
department at West Georgia College. 

The attendance was less than half of what it has been in most of the 
recent meetings. It had averaged about 100 to 120 registrants the last few 
years, ASBCM President Woody Hammett said. He cited a drop in attendance 
at the SBC meeting and economic factors for the lower attendance. 

Participants voted to survey ASBCM members about ways to improve 
attendance at Eyture meetings. They also voted to empower the new officers 
to appoint a committee to outline job responsibilities for a possible Eull- 
time administrator of the ASBCM. 

Randy ~eering, area director for student ministries in Orange County, 
Calif., was elected 1991-92 president. Other officers are president-elect, 
Kyle Klerncke, Stephen F. Austin university; vice president/programs, David 
~emerling, university of  exa as-Austin; vice president/administration, Judy 
Bailey, University of Richmond; vice president/membership, Alton Harpe, 
West Point; and vice president/publications, Glenn McCoy, Eastern New 
Mexico University. 

Two members honored for their service were Ed Rollins, manager of the 
program support section of the Department of Student  ini is tries of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, ~ashville, Tenn., and Lynne Gurney, who most 
recently served international students at the University of Hawaii before 
taking early retirement because of health problems. 

Charles Johnson, director of the Department of Student Ministries, 
assured participants the department is not in trouble despite recent 
personnel resignations. He said four people had resigned or were resigning 
soon, all to move into different areas of ministry. 

He also announced the department is making an even greater emphasis on 
student evangelism. In addition, he said, there will be a Student ~issions 
Conference as well as a Student Ministries National Workshop, in December 
1994. 

-30- 
By Tom Strode, 8:45 a.m., Tuesday 



PRESS NOTICE 

James M. Dunn, executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee on 

Public Affairs, will be available in the press room lounge at 2 p.m. 

Tuesday. 
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FOR RELEASE AT 6 AM WEDNESDAY 

For Wednesday PMs 

ATLANTA, June 5--Messengers ,to the 134th session of the Southern 
Baptist Convention were encouraged Wednesday to have an encounter with God 
like Jacob in the Old Testament. 

Tom Elliff, pastor of\First Southern Baptist Church of Del City, 
Okla., reminded the messengers God is determined to deal with spiritual 
emptiness whenever and wherever he finds it. 

\ 

"God, as an act of his grace, will ultimately bring us face to face 
with our inadequencies," Elliff dec his convention sermon on 
"Jabbok," a stream in the account o ruggle with the Lord in 
Genesis 32. 

Jacob's life was never the same after that meeting with the Lord, 
Elliff said, and from that moment real he full significance of doing 
God's work God's way with God's power. 

"I'm convinced that every believer's $life will be marked by 
significant turning points and special meetings ordained to bring about 
radical change. 

"Does your heart long<for such a meeting with the Lord," Elliff asked 
messengers. "Have you come to the point where you know it is futile to 
press on without him?" - 

Elliff identified a series of circumstances which will call a person 
to a meeting with the Lord. They are desperation, destitution, dread, and 
demand. 

And the conduct characterizing that meeting will include resistance, 
revelation and request, Elliff added. 

Finally the consequences of that meeting with the Lord will result in 
a new description, a new direction, a new devotion and a new difference, 
Elliff promised. 

Concerning a new direction, Elliff told the messengers: 

"You may have agreed with the Lord on the great issues of your life, 
but along the way you began to operate with your cleverness and drive. 
Jabbok will change all that. There you will discover God's direction. And 
you can forge ahead with his power. 

"Before the sun comes up tomorrow you can have a new description, a 
new direction, and a new devotion in your life." 

Before Elliff's sermon, messengers received progress reports from nine 
agencies. 

They included the Education Commission, Nashville, Tenn.; New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary; Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, Mill Valley, 
Calif.; Commission on the American Baptist Seminary, Nashville; 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas; Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.; Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C.; and the Public Affairs Committee, 
Washington. 
SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 - -3o--  Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Family Ministry Task Force 

ATLANTA, June 4 -- A seven-member Family Ministry Task Force appointed 
earlier this year by Morris Chapman, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, to help cure the ills of the family has run into a glitch. 

i" I 

It has money. 
f x 

v:. '@ , 
In a pre-convention meiting, the task fo;c&:discussed tactics ranging 

from uplifting to pastors .the imp needs'of families to marching out 
and witnessing to prostitutes, th privleged or people with AIDS. But 
when it came down to s'etting its n eting, no budget was available to 
provide the group with-transp comrnon'gathering place, 

b. 

For two hours the group addressed the needs of the family before they 
discovered, without a budget nothing more than alert 
Southern Baptists to what is able. 

Y '  

Failing to distribute resources to .those 'outside the Southern Baptist 
circumference is what task d s h e  sees as part 
of the problem. 

"I see our churches as b news," s a i d  Groce, 
a member of Gainesville (Fla. ch and former 
missionary to Ethiopia. 

"We don't seem to get d news is, " she 
said. "1 see our society a 

"Man, Southern Baptists are just missing it," said Groce, who 
advocates taking the gospel out to residents of tenement housing, 
prostitutes, people with AIDS "or anybody who doesn't come to church." 

Charles Lowery, pastor of Hoffmantown Baptist Church in Albuquerque, 
N.M., and chairman of the task force, suggested Southern Baptists "have got 
to get our families right first so they can minister to those people." 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 
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Doug Anderson, director of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board's 
family ministry department and consultant to the task force, said, !'One of 
the things Southern Baptists do well is lift high the virtue of a Christian 
home. 

I1Southern Baptists have a great d a1 to offer a world more or less 
turned off by church. We just have to figure out how to get the message 
out. " 

Three pastors sit on the committee, but one has never read "Home 
Life," a popular family devotional magazine produced by the Sunday School 
Board. The discovery highlighted the need to find a resource or avenue that 
would the put the needs of families before pastors. 

Several task force members questioned Anderson on the role 
associational leaders take in getting the word to churches about available 
resources on the family. 

"It's just the individual director of mission's perception of 
priorities," Anderson said. !'New church starts, evangelization, Sunday 
school growth and missions development are all a part of the DOM's job. 
They just don't see family ministry." 

Anderson said the committee has the power to "call persons in our 
convention to give in concert a message that we need to focus on the 
family." .. 

Anderson said to do that committee members "could utilize every 
speaking ngagement to highlight the family." 

A second way to uplift the importance of a strong family, Anderson 
said, is to develop a network of key convention personalities who would 
speak on the family at every opportuntity. 

Lowery said he would contact task force members on a second meeting 
date and place after he approached Chapman to consider a budget for the 
group. 

Other task force members include Kay Moore, a member of First Baptist 
Church of Nashville and a freelance writer and conference speaker; Charles 
Page, pastor of First Baptist Church of Charlotte, N.C.; Tom King, minister 
of family enrichrnent/singles at First Baptist Church of Wichita Falls, 
Texas; Ron Mumbower, counseler/family minister at First Baptist Church of 
Jackson, Miss.; and Jay Wolf, newly elected pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Montgomery, Ala. 

--3o-- 
By Terri Lackey -- 12:15 pm, Tuesday 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday Morning Executive 

ATLANTA, June 4 -- A 393 allocation budget of 
$140.7 million was adopteddas ,prese$ messeng3Fs to the 134th session 
of the Southern ~aptistk~onbenxion morni$g, but action on the SBC 
operating budget stallgd +>hen "a':>ball e was called on an amendment to 
delete the $50,000 allochtion t b  i k ,:the mmittee on Public 
Affairs. 33 ,i\ ,. . x %:$ < t 

*3 ) \"+a 

The amendment to delete &ding assed by a vote of 6,872 
to 6,101, 52.97 percent"co~47.03 p severing a 55-year 
relationship. budget will 
continue Tuesday 

The Washington-based 
Baptist bodies including 
and funding questions in rec ing for the BJCPA was reduced 
by more than 85 percent in t t, from about $400,000 to 
$50,000. 

"The BaptistJ~int Comi\tee does pot,represent Southern Baptists," 
said Fred Minix, p ~ s t ~ o ~ r ~ ~ f ~ o o d ~ ~ e w s ~ a ~ ~ i s t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ " c h ~ ~ ~ n " , " ~ l e x a n d r i a ,  Va., who 
proposed the amendment to delete BJC funding. "In my opinion, they (BJCPA) 
better represent Norman Lear's organization, People for the American Way." 

James Dunn, .executive director of the BJCPA, noted Southern Baptists, 
along with Northern (now American) Baptists and National Baptists helped to 
establish his organization in 1936. 

"It would be a sad day if the official relationship of one of the 
three founding bodies of the Baptist Joint Committee were terminatedItt said 
Dunn. "I appeal for you to maintain a relationship rather than eliminate 
it." 

Ronnie Floyd of Springdale, Ark., chairman of the business and finance 
subcommittee of the SBC Executive Committee which recommended the operating 
budget, said the BJCPA allocation "was based on information the Executive 
Committee received. Whatever the convention chooses to do, it is able to 
do. 

However, Executive Committee Chairman Sam Pace of Lawton, Okla., said, 
"I think we are mistaken to try to change the budget here on the floor." 
He said the Executive Committee is willing to be instructed on budget 
allocations for future years. 

The SBC operating budget of $4,023,121, which also includes convention 
operations, Executive Committee expenses and convention support for the 
Baptist World Alliance will be voted on Tuesday afternoon, along with 
remaining recommendations from the Executive Committee. 

The 1991-92 Cooperative Program allocation budget which allocates 
funds to convention boards, agencies and institutions represents an 
increase of 2.46 percent over the 1990-91 budget. 

The Christian Life Commission, the denomination's religious liberty 
and moral concerns agency, received the largest percentage increase, 6.3 
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In related action, messengers approved a recommended bylaw change from 
the Executive Committee to delete the Public Affairs Committee, a standing 
committee which has addressed religious liberty issues while also serving 
as Southern Baptist representatives on the BJCPA. 

Messengers also approved a change in the charter of the Christian Life 
Commission, allowing the current members of the PAC to become trustees of 
the CLC until their terms end. The action would temporarily enlarge the 
number of CLC trustees. 

Fred Wolfe, secretary of the Executive Committee and pastor of Cottage 
Hill Baptist Church in Mobile, Ala., said the merging of the CLC and PAC 
will result in a "more streamlined organization and much more effective 
voice on religious liberty issues.ll 

A recommended bylaw change was adopted to clear up ambiguities 
concerning the report of the Committee on Nominations which nominates 
people to serve on boards of trustees to agencies, institutions, 
commissions and standing committees. 

The change specifies that amendments to the report may be made only 
one person at a time. 

Another recommendation, adopted without discussion, requires that all 
members of SBC committees .be members of Southern Baptist churches. 

During the Executive Committee report which represented the first 
business to come before the convention, several messengers sought to bring 
points of order, protest that they were not recognized at a microphone or 
raise concerns ruled unrelated to business at hand. 

SBC President Morris Chapman urged messengers "to be courteous and 
kind. We are here to do business. We are also here to do the Lord's 
business. It is the desire of the chair to be fair in every way." 

--3o-- 
By Linda Lawson -- 12:lO p.m., Tuesday 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CORRECTION 

In story titled I1Family Ministry Task Force," please change 
the second paragraph to read Jt has no monev. 

' Thanks 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SBC Page Feature 

ATLANTA, June 4--Bowing their heads in prayer, 14 young men prepare 
for the start of another long day. After prayer, they huddle joining hands 
and chant as if they were preparing themselves to participate in an 
athletic event. 

But this is no athletic event, hern Baptist Convention 
being held Tuesday thro rld Congress Center in 
Atlanta. The young men Men serving as 
convention pages. 

Long before the first' messenger ed, the young men were preparing 
themselves for what was destined to rueling week. Each day, their job 
isn't completed until everyone else i . That many times means 14 to 
16-hour days. 

Pages perform a vari=ty of tas tion that includes being 
ttgoferstt for the message center, co s and stuffing mailboxes in 
the newsroom and assisting with messenger registration. Perhaps their most 
visible task during the week is carrying messages from microphones located 
throughout the convention hall to,,the "speaker's platform. 

"They're really the wheels of the conventiontW said Lee Porter, 
registration secretary. tt(Pages) are very essential. They serve the leaders 

_I * and the directors of the convention." 

Pages are nominated by state Brotherhood depa'rtments. Final page 
selctions are made by the Brotherhood commission. To qualify, a young man 
must have completed at least two units of the High School Baptist Young 
Men's Missions Challenge personal development. 

Serving as a page allows a young men to learn more about Southern 
Baptist work, said ~ i m  Bearden, page coordinator. 

"This gives them an idea of what the convention does and the various 
ministries that Southern Baptists dot1@ said Bearden. ItIt gives them a 
broader view of their denomination.ll 

Russell Griffin, director of the Children and Youth Division at the 
Brotherhood  omm mission, said through the years pages have "earned the 
righttt to be more involved in the convention. 

"1 hope each page goes away from here with an appreciation of who we 
are as Southern Baptists. He's not going to like or understand everything 
he sees, but I hope we give him a broad enough perspective of the Southern 
Baptist Convention that he respects who we are,n Griffin said. 

Billy McDaniel, 18, skipped graduation ceremonies at Richard King High 
School in Corpus Christi, Texas, so that he could serve as a page. 

"It's an honor to be here as a page,It McDaniel said. "It was 
graduation or this ... I chose this. 

Adam ~obinson, 16, a member of Eastern Hills ~aptist, Montgomery, 
Ala., said work of a page is exciting. 

 hen you're sprinting 50 yards trying to get ballots to somebody it 
may not seem like you're doing much, but when you get back to the hotel and 
you look at (your day), you realize you really are doing a lot of workttt 
~obinson said. 

ItI can see that we're doing a useful job and that makes it 
wh le.lt B E  ews .k oom (404) 222-5005 --- HerkHdiinger, News-Room M a n a g e r  



In addition 
the convention a 
cook, Missouri; 

. to McDaniel and Robinson, pages and states represented at 

.re: Aaron Stayton, Illinois; Richard Tipton and Brian 
Steve Claunch, Kevin Rutherford and Russell Massey, Texas; 

~ames Wallace, Oklahoma; Adam Sullivan, Arkansas ; John Highsmith, 
Tennessee; Jonathan Chapman and David Tapp, South Carolina; and Michael 
DeRosier, Louisiana. 

Six Acteen national panelists also served as convention pages. The 
Acteens joined the High School Baptist Young Men Tuesday after serving at 
the Woman's Missionary Union's annual meeting which was held prior to the 
convention meeting. 

--3o-- 
By Tim Yarbrough -- 2:10 p.m., Tuesday 



For Immediate Release 

Motions made Tuesday morning 

ATLANTA, June 4--Motions during the first session of the 1991 Southern 
Baptist Convention's annual meeting in Atlanta Tuesday focused on the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, the Annuity Board and the 
Baptist Sunday School Board. 

Randy Robertson, pastor of Ty?cinify*;Baptist Church in Chickasha, Okla,, 
made a motion the ''Southern ~ a ~ t i s % ~ ~ o ~ ~ < n t $ o n ~  totally dissolve itself from 
the Baptist Joint Committee roF8gubl'ic,~f fairk. ($JCPA) . " He said this would 
allow Southern Baptists to zpeakrwith ~nit~flo~~~$urch-state issues. " 

u * a"s 
Another messenger ?ad$$a motionRhe SBC ~2e;ecut~i~ve Committee study the 

use of BJCPA funds whiclpqe h&lh b ~ t t ~ e  ~outheriY$aptist Foundation. He 
did not say how much money: is involdea'&~ne "%<I irk* motion+suggested the SBC no 
longer allow the BJCPA to have kxhibithispace durinpthe annual meeting. 

< g;"iW'j; " ' W A ~  .& 
?-w 

The Baptist Joint Co~ittee'is a'coahlition of;Baptist groups working 
in Washington, D.C. Amopg -other issue~"~it has' $keen criticized by 
conservative Southern ~apti~sts'lf or not'*&&ing a*, \ C & ' A  d,?tough enough stand against 
abortion and or a strong enough stand -inkavor pf prayer in public schools. 

Earlier Tuesday remove $50,000, all of 
the SBC funds, from Motions concerning the 
BJCPA were made were announced. 

qRp' 
Messengers also made fourgc@ons~related to the Annuity Board, 

Dallas, Texas, pension and insurance,entityu3f or the denomination. 
w ' 

One motion asked @ A-m. the + - Annuity ,*.- q m t *  Boardito offer,unemployment kt--,+ r .-$ .. % * E % b  compensation 
for fired ministers ~andldenomlnat"ioxia1' ..em$loyees;- hnoth?ik: motion requested 
an "opt out for maternity coverage for those servants past child-bearing 
years. " 

Another messenger asked the Annuity Board to lower the 20 percent 
copayment limit on the medical insurance plan to $1,000 per individual or 
$2,000 per family per year. 

David R. Brumbelow of Second Baptist Church in Henderson, Texas, urged 
trustees of the Annuity Board to "check into" a possible conflict of 
interest in Annuity Board President Paul Powell who is also serving as 
chairman of the Board of Regents of Baylor University. 

Motions concerning the Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, Tenn., 
included a request that promotion day be moved to early September and that 
quarterly literature be issued at different dates. Other motions requested 
that January Bible study material be available at SBC annual meetings and 
that the annual church letter include a place to report professions of 
faith in addition to baptisms. 

Two motions concerning the parliamentarian for the annual meeting were 
made. One recommended that the SBC employ a Southern Baptist 
parliamentarian. The second suggested the SBC affirm the parliamentarian, 
C. Barry McCarty, who is not a Southern Baptist. 

Some of the other motions asked: 

--That professors have the liberty to teach the historical facts of 
the canonization of the Bible. - 

- -" w- 
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--That denominational employees receive no more than six months pay 
and benefits when they leave a convention agency. 

--That the Christian Life Commission establish a family concerns 
division. 

--That Freemasonry doctrines be investigated. 

--That former President Jimmy Carter be invited to speak during the 
annual meeting to "balance this convention." President George Bush is 
scheduled to address the group Thursday morning. 

All of the motions were referred to the committee on order of business 
which will recommend referral or time to bring the motions before the 
messengers for discussion and vote. Danny Watters, pastor of Beulah Baptist 
Church in Douglasville, Ga., is chairman of the committee. 

- -3o- -  
By Sarah Zimmerman, 1:55 p.m. Tuesday 



For Immediate Release 
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I IX Results from soul winning efforts *. j f , w  
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ATLANTA, June 4--A total .of 324 professio~sy'ofr,faith were recorded in 
Atlanta as Southern Baptists pa variety of evangelistic 
ministries prior to the Souther nnual meeting. 

-\: 
Saturday, before the annual ay', 662 volunteers 

went door-to-door in Atlanta ne the gospel 842 
times and visited 6,720 homes. n 154 professions of 
faith. 

Earlier in the week, 83 vol tlantats downtown 
streets and recorded 139 professions 

: I y " >  

In addition, mobile disastdr relief uni m five states served four 
meals over the weekend. People witnessing;to receiving the meals 
reported 31 professions of faith. ' 'b 

" 

The pre-convention witnessing efforts were coordinated by the 
evangelism department of the Home Mission Board. Expanding the project to 
include events other than the door-to-door survey was the vision of Morris 
Chapman, SBC president and pastor of Firs 

y. \ I  i - , *  ' E 
hurch, Wichita Falls, 

Texas. i t '  N 
A \ i,. >a \ \- x i 

By Sarah Zimrnerman 2:00 p.m. Tuesday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 
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For Immediate Release 

Chapman address, Tuesday 

ATLANTA,June 4 -- The 12-year debate among Southern Baptists over the 
nature of Scripture "has been settled" for those who believe in the 
infallibility of the Bible, Southern Bap3ist Convention President Morris 
Chapman said Tuesday. 

However, for those wh infallibility and 
inerrancy "this issue wf 11 d Chapman during his 
presidential address. 

The address by Cha n of the 134th annual 
meeting of the 15-milli Congress Center. 

Chapman, pastor of Falls,. Texas, said 
Southern Baptists canno onvictions about, the 
Bible. l1 Evangelical Ch ation are "applauding 
our stand upon the Bib1 

Chapman cited the wri rst corresponding 
secretary of the Southern , Nashville to support 
the position that an inerr outhern Baptist 
heritage. . . 

W,, "This conviction is foundationaLxn-@oqhern Baptist life," Chapman 
said, **and can only remain soak%6%&ach %t in the classrooms of 
educational institutions, preach it in the pulpits of our churches and 
print it in the piibllshed pagW of our, - s l _ n c r e ~  X*<PWCL % W m  

"Agreement will not always be reached on matters of biblical 
interpretation," he continued, "but agreement must be reached on biblical 
authority. 

"1 call upon every denominational employee, every pastor and every 
person in the pew to join in this endeavor of everlasting consequences,ll 

Some Southern Baptists during the past decade have insisted there are 
not theological differences among Southern Baptists, he said, 

However, he noted, a leader of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, a 
newly-formed moderate organization, was quoted two weeks ago in a state 
Baptist paper as admitting theological differences have existed between 
moderates and conservatives. 

Chapman then pointed to a fellowship document he quoted as saying 
"the Bible neither claims nor reveals inerrancy as a Christian teachingf1 
and that "Bible claims must be based on the Bible, not on human 
interpretations of the Bible." 

Chapman added: "In kindness, but in all candor, I cannot conceive of 
anyone claiming the Bible has errors and then in the very next sentence cry 
over human interpretations of the Bible. 

"When you refuse to believe the Bible to be God's perfect word, you 
have stripped away God's authority. All you have left is human 
interpretation. 

-.  
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In addition to being people of the Bible, Chapman challenged Southern 
Baptists to be people of faith, missions, evangelism and prayer. 

"I can tell you one thing for certain -- and I pray my voice will echo 
to the farthest corner of the earth -- Southern Baptists will not turn our 
backs on our missionaries, home or foreign," he said. 

More nations, he added, are open to the gospel than in any other time 
in history. 

"The challenge of the hour is to capitalize on the lightning fast 
changes which are occurring all over the nation," he said. 

Regarding home missions, Chapman said he wanted Southern Baptists to 
"jump start" 1,000 new churches next Easter Sunday and to double their 
gifts to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for home missions. 

Chapman said he believes God is calling Southern Baptists to pray for 
revival. 

"We need a fresh touch from God," he said. "We need to set our hearts 
ablaze with his glory. 

"We need a burning desire in our souls to see souls saved. In this 
denomination and across the nation, we need to ignite the flames of 
revival. " 

In other action, messengers accepted a report from the Southern 
Baptist Annuity Board. 

Paul Powell, Annuity Board president, reported assets surpassed the $3 
billion mark during the last 12 months and assets are growing at the rate 
of $1 million per day. 

Powell said the financial performance of the Annuity Board compares 
favorably with any other financial institution that shares the Annuity 
Board's conservative investment philosophy, 

--3o-- 
By Pat Cole -- 2:15 p.m. Tuesday, 



For Immediate Release 

Opening Session of SBC 

ATLANTA, June 4 - - ion Board President Larry 
Lewis, reporting on a gency, told messengers 
at the opening session ting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention Tue 

There were 17,536 . , registration 
secretary Lee Poster a eeting of the 
Convention began. Por 20,000 to 22,500 a 
few weeks before the m in Atlanta was in 
1986, when messengers 1985 attendance of 
45,519 in Dallas. 

:B 8% q ::' The Home Mission Board noportt,\res ~ ( ~ p h e , ~ u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  position of 
being one of the first itemsLof +busine~s{~uesh~ morning. The HMB report, 
traditionally a major portion o?''Ct~e*~ednesda~ evening session, was moved 
to the new time with a shorter length %o make way for the I1Call to Prayer 
for Spiritual Awakening in America," whic his year dominates Wednesday 
evening's activities. 

b R 3  
Lewis, saying "God is blessing Southern Baptists,I1 mentioned the 

following highlights 02 390 f:"$or .the, HMB 
LI~ILL* 3 P K ~ C V C L  dlpfiis NLU 

--Baptisms of 385,031, an increase of 9.7 percent over the previous 
year and the largest increase in a'decade; 

--New missions totaling 1,206, a 29 percent increase in missions 
starts over 1989; 

--Missions personnel of 4,573, which is 765 more than in 1989 and a 
record; 

--Chaplains totaling a record of 2,271, including 634 new ones; 

--A record of 62,809 volunteers; 

--An Annie Armstrong Easter Offering record of $35,679,669, an 
increase of 8.14 percent over 1989. 

Lewis told the messengers Southern Baptist chaplains ministering in 
the Persian Gulf area saw about 1,200 professions of faith in Christ during 
Operation Desert Storm. 

The HMB president said the agency is beginning The 15,000 Campaign 
with the 1991 session of the convention. The HMB, Lewis said, is 
challenging Southern Baptists to start 15,000 churches by the end of the 
year 2,000, which is an average of four new churches each day, 

Paul Powell, president of the Southern Baptist Annuity Board, spoke on 
the National Soul-winning Encounter for 1995, "Here's Hope -- Share Jesus 
Nowt1I before any agency reports were made. The outreach effort will 
include simultaneous soul-winning campaigns and revival meetings as well as 
enlistment and training of SBC, state convention, associational and church 
leaders and lay persons. - 

. . 
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Each person will be asked to commit to witness to one person per day 
for the 60 days between January 9 and March 9, 1995, Powell said. Each 
agency head has committed to participate in the outreach and will announce 
his intention during his report, Powell said. 

Powell accepted responsibility for directing the effort when Carlos 
McLeod, evangelism director of the Baptist General Convention of Texas, 
died earlier this year. 

The Southern Baptist Radio and Television Commission is reaching about 
25 percent of all Americans through telecasts on American Christian 
Television Service (ACTS) and the recently acquired FamilyNet, said Jack 
Johnson, president of the agency. 

"We are your tool of compassion as we share the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
with those multitudes who still are harassed, downcast, helpless and 
broken," Johnson said. "It's our joy and our privilege to share with you 
that we have no other commitment than to enlarge the ministry of Southern 
Baptists to the multitudes,... ) I  

Messengers approved a motion from the Committee on Order of Business 
to move the Thursday recognition of outgoing officers from 10:45 to 10:30 
Thursday. SBC President Morris Chapman reminded messengers President 
George Bush was speaking at 11:45 a.m. Thursday. 

James Griffith, executive director of the Georgia Baptist Convention, 
welcomed messengers to Atlanta. 

Vander Warner Jr., pastor of Grove Avenue Baptist Church in Richmond, 
Va., gave a spirited response, expressing that Southern Baptists were 
people who believed fully in the infallibility of the Bible and salvation 
exclusively in Jesus Christ. 

--3o-- 

By Tom Strode, 1:05 p.m., Tuesday 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Motions made Tuesday afternoon 
A 

ATLANTA, June 4--Seven 
messengers to the Southern during their 
ann,ual meeting in Atlanta. 3 ,2? * ";% 

The motions will betadded to 28;motions maae Tuesday-morning. All 
motions will be consider_ed' by'; the ~osittee on brdh of Business before 
being discussed by me 

The seven motions churches to send 
messengers to the SBC me requirements for 
established churches. 

Another motion called:£ y Baptist hospitals' 
involvement in perform 

A third motion asked Home Mission Board to review 
its policy regarding the 1 ial assistance is available 
to mission pastors in pioneer Southern Baptist areas. 

7 >c 
.;"I \ C ? 3  '*% h<? 

Another motion suggested :$hev,Seo+uthhernJBaptist Annuity Board reduce 
insurance premiums f o r  staffumembers at small churches. 

P-.p&-% T f " *  7".T 
one motion requsstebrsFp'Port:for * .L A. ithe pq_n_fffiu~te>ppstor's wife" whose 

husband divorces 'her andrle&ves he;"'"without "home, church family and 
insurance." 

The remaining motions asked for recycling bins to be set up in the 
convention hall of future annual meetings and that the pledge of allegianc 
to the U.S. flag be included in the program. 

--3o-- 
By Sarah Zimmerman, 3 : 2 5  p.m. Tuesday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tu sday Afternoon Pre-Session Music 

ATLANTA, June 4--Messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention heard 
music from a variety of musical groups and church choirs prior to the 
opening of the business session Tuesday afternoon. 

Messengers also took time from their afternoon session to answer 
questions for a demographic survey conducted by Martin Bradley, director of 
corporate planning and research department of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board in Nashville. 

Members of TRUTH, a musical group from Mobile, A l a . ,  gave testimonies 
along with their music. TRUTH returned recently from a missions and 
musical tour to Eastern Europe. Their selections included the chorus 
"Majestyw sung in Russian. 

Others performing were the Metropolitan Baptist Church, Houston; 
Babbie Mason, Marietta, Ga.; and a trio from San Jacinto Baptist Church, 
Amarillo, Texas. 

Questions on the annual survey are used to develop a profile of 
messengers attending the SBC, Bradley said. Questions range from mode of 
travel to the annual meeting to the size of churches individual messengers 
attend, Results from the survey are reported in the SBC Annual following 
each convention meeting, 

By Scott Collins -- 2:20 p.m. Tuesday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



CORRECTION 

In the story titled "SBC Forum Wrap-up," please change the first 
paragraph on page 2 to read: 

I 1  No member of the Executive Committee ever asked me to preach in his 
church. No one ever  asked me to teach in his church. And to quote Paige 
Patterson [president of Criswell College], never was I even asked to lead 
in silent prayer ,I t  

Thanks 

SBC News Rootn (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



For Immediate Release 

Presidential Election ' 

ATLANTA, June 4--Morris H. Chapman, 50-year-old pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Wichita Falls, Texas, was elected without opposition 
Tuesday to a second one-year term as president of the 15-million-member 
Southern Baptist Convention. , 

4 

Chapman was nominated by Fred Wolfe: pastor of Cottage Hill Baptist 
Church, Mobile, Ala., who characterized Chapman's first term as president 
as one of compassion, cornmitment'""and consecration. 

ik\h,i v h i  

Wolfe said Chapman "has 'led us on a high road of compassion. He has 
held fast to his conviction'while at the same time being loving and kind in 
his relationships. f *  

3 -  + 
* \ U \ \ z  

Wolfe said Chapman's "lovin irit was demonstrated in the way he 
presided this morning over "our first session." 

Chapman also has demonstrated commitment Wolfe said, because he "has 
held before us a lost world and called us to review and support the 
Cooperative Program and to de pport by raising our level of 
giving through the Cooperativ 

Wolfe said Chapman also "le h road of consecration. He 
has called us to prayer for s g to reach this world with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ." 

Wolfe said Chapman has magn erative Program as God's way 
to do missions as Southern Baptists. 

- r g  

Wolfe said Ch hhlenged t in in a hiqh and 
holy moment for Southern Baptists 06 Wednesday night by pianning a time for 
us to seek God together for a mighty moving of his Holy Spirit in our 
denomination. 

"He has reminded us of how desperately we need for the spirit of God 
to move mightily'' in the convention's sermons, business and other actions, 

Wolfe said Chapman would lead Southern Baptists again as a "Christian 
statesman and gentleman," 

Chapman, who has been pastor of the Wichita Falls church since 1979, 
is a native of Kosciusko, Miss. He is a graduate of Mississippi College, 
Clinton, Miss., and holds master of divinity and doctor of ministry degrees 
from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. 

He was pastor of First Baptist Church, Albuquerque, N.M., for five 
years. 

He is married to the former Jodi Francis of Memphis, Tenn. They have 
two children, 

By Orville Scott--4:00 p.m. Tuesday 
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For Immediate Release 

Tuesday Afternoon Executive Committee 

ATLANTA, June 4--The amended 1991-92 Southern Baptist Convention 
operating budget was adopted Tuesday afternoon by messengers to the 134th 
SBC meeting, completing action begun in the first session to defund the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs but leaving unanswered the 
question of the use of th,e $50,000 originally allocated to the BJCPA. 

The budget as recommended by,the SBC Executive Committee included 
$50,000 for the Washington-based religious liberty organization, but an 
amendment to delete funding passed by a vote$ of 6,872 to 6,101. 

\ 1 

Fred Minix, pastor'df Good News Baptist'church of Alexandria, Va., who 
proposed the amendment charged the BJCPA which represents 10 Baptist bodies 
does not adequately represent Southern Baptists. 

* /\ *, 
James Dunn, executive director of the BJCPA, told reporters after 

adoption of the amendment he was ply saddened" by the action. 

A lifelong Southern Baptist who'is currently a member of the dually 
aligned (with American Baptists) First Baptist Church of Washington, Dunn 
said if the Southern Baptist Convention requests continued representation 
on the BJCPA while providing no funding, they would be granted one member. 
He added that the BJCPA would continue to have Southern Baptists on its 
board. At present, seven members of the Religious Liberty Council, all 
Southern Baptists, hold membership on the BJCPA ~oard. 

Dunn said this year's SBC allocation of $50,060 constitutes about 7 
percent of the BJCPA budget of $733,000. He prgdicted SBC action will not 
have a major impact on the work of the BJCPA. 

\ b )  - 
No action was taken or questions raised about disposition of the 

$50,000 tha 

Harold cutive Committee, 
said, "In my opinion, the $50,000 stays in the budget, and the decision 
about its disposition will be made by the Executive Committee." 

An attempt by messenger Danny Crosby of Taylors Valley Baptist Church 
of Temple, Texas, to amend the 1991-92 operating budget to increase by 2.46 
percent instead of almost 10 percent as proposed was defeated in a 
show-of-hands vote. However, an estimated 30 percent of messengers voted 
for the amendment,- 

The SBC operating budget for 1991-92 is $4,023,121 compared to 
$3,646,434 for 1990-91. 

After adopting charter amendments for three agencies, messengers voted 
to adopt in one vote  10 remaining recommendations from the Executive 
Committee. 

In that vote, messengers decided to hold their 1998 convention meeting 
in Salt Lake City, Utah, and to meet in Orlando, Fla., in the year 2000. 

They also adopted the 1985-90 Bold Mission Thrust report and the 
report of the SBC Liaison Committee which included eight recommendations 
about building unity among SBC officers, state executive directors and 
others. 

A resolution of support for retiring Brotherhood Commission president 
James H. Smith was adopted, along with a resolution of congratulations to 
the Sunday School Board which is celebrating its centennial. 

Program statement revisions for the Sunday School Board and 
Stewardship Commission were adopted, along with a revision in the 1995-2000 
Bold Mission Thrust emphasis plan. A charter revision for New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary also was approved. 

--3o-- 

- - -.- - B; Linda Lawson -- 5 : 0 0  p.m. Tuesday 
. -- -- 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

First vice president election 

ATLANTA, June 4 - -Ne 
Church, Marietta, Ga., wa 
Baptist by acclamation Tuesda Id Congress Center. 

Dwight Reighard, pas ch, Fayetteville, Ga. ,  
nominated Price, identif eader in a variety of 
areas. 

Price is a former p t Pastors' 
Conference and has served on t ew Orleans Baptist 
Seminary. 

Roswell Street church, wh 
the top five Southern Bap 
contributes 10 percent of its offerings toethe Cooperative Program, 
Reighard reported. -* .nV d ,,,$ a i y h  t 

<.-$ ."hi * > 5 Y  t q u  
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The church sponsors mission~churches in nine states, including Las 
Vegas, Nev., he said. UX l̂ P - b + ~ - w  +% , "P . $A-n b i  4ivev 4% 

4 3* ww*I &,*O - ?%, 8, ,$ 
Price will succeed Douglas,M. Knapp of Gainesville, Fla., at the 

second leading office of the convention. . 
#-" %-"̂ '"" 
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By Roy Jennings, 5:25 p.m., ~uesd'a~ 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, Ngws Room Manager 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Committee on Nominations and CLC 

ATLANTA, June 4--Messengers to the 134th annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention approved without change the report of the 
Committee on Nominations here Tuesday ,afternoon. 

S r )  

* + \  

James W. Richards, chairman of the-committee and pastor of 
Southminster Baptist ChurchtL~aton Rouge, La., said the committee attempted 
to Itbroaden the tent of involvement among Southern Baptiststt while also 
"lengthening the cords." Y 

Richards reported "the committee increased involvement of women, 
minorities and laypersons through appointments this year. 

He added the cords were lengthened by assuring those appointed ltall 
believe in innerency." 

Richards pointed out additions to the printed report which included 
Mrs. Pat Davidson, Faith Baptist Church, Anchorage, Alaska, SBC Executive 
Committee; Virgil Dugan, Hoffmantown Baptist Church, Albuquerque, N.M., The 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; and Bill Merrell, director of 
missions, Midwest City, Okla., North American Baptist Fellowship. 

The committee nominated trustees who set policy and approve budgets 
for the denominations, agencies and-executive committees. 

Richard Land, executive director-treasurer of the SBC Christian Life 
Commission, Nashvil1el,_Tenn.;-said the commission has worked this past year 
to "challenge and to energize Southern Baptist to engage our culture 
through informed and committed involvement with moral, social and public 
policy  issue^.^ 

Land added that it has been "challenging and excitingM to take on the 
task of educating Southern Baptists concerning matters of religious 
liberty. 

At the 1990 annual meeting of the SBC, funds for the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs which had been given the task of religious 
liberty education were drastically reduced and the responsibility shifted 

to the CLC. 

He said the commission had played an increasing role in moral 
leadership in the nation's capital by tripling the staff of the Washington- 
based office. Land said this has helped the commission to Itbring to bear 
Baptist statements, convictions and insights in the field of Christian 
ethics and religous liberty upon important policy making groups." 

Land reported that both the Nashville and Washington staffs actively 
have worked with the U.S. Congress, White House officials and the U. S. 
Supreme Court. In the past year, the commission has filed friend of the 
court briefs to the Supreme Court in cases involving abortion, pornography 
and religious liberty. 

Land also thanked Southern Baptists for responding to newly-developed 
printed materials and vowed to "do the best job with the resouces you give 
US. It 

SBC President Morris Chapman of Wichita Falls, Texas, gave a 
preliminary report on wCrossover Atlanta," an evangelistic effort to reach 
persons in the Atlanta area for Christ. Chapman reported 302 professions 
of faith in Christ through street and door-to-door evangelism. He also 
reported that Baptist Men had fed more than 20,000 meals and reported 31 

S B Q J N & F ~ % ~ W ~ ~  2g3f Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 
-30- 

By Terry Barone -- 5:35 p.m. Tuesday 



For Immediate Release 

Resolutions Committee Tuesday A 

ATLANTA, June 4--When to the Southern 
Baptist Convention Baptists hav 
several things to 

of the 
National 

". 

Sex for Lesbians" and "SEXCESSfulrTeen Outreach." qq~qg 4 
The proposed resolution calls'upon President Bush Itto take decisive 

action to ensure that such grancs are prohibited in the future by means of 
an executive order )requiring al4.f ederal Qplicies to "Taif i r m ,  the family and 

'" - Y refuse any government~u3ds so ~grdups-or-Eprograms which encourage sexual 
immorality in any form.1t 

Sexuality is also the theme of a proposed SBC resolutidn indirectly 
aimed at the Prebyterian Church (USA) meeting in Baltimore next week, On 
Wednesday, SBC messengers will consider a resolution on human sexuality 
that counters the thrust of a Presbyterian report on sexuality. 

The Presbyterian document sanctions ordination for homosexuals and sex 
for responsible teen-agers and the unmarried elderly. 

In contrast, the proposed Baptist resolution says sex is to be 
confined to marriage relationships between "a man and a woman," It cites 
biblical condemnation of premarital sex, adultery, rape, incest, 
pornography, promiscuity, prostitution and homosexuality. 

Several other resolutions passed out of committee call upon the 
President and Congress to: 

-- Restrict advertising of alcoholic beverages. 
-- Prohibit the use of federal funds to ttencourage, promote or perform 

abortions except to save the life of the mother." 

-- Continue a ban on funding research on "tissues from induced 
abortions for purposes of transplantation and research.It 

-- Reject the argument that abortion is a religious liberty protected 
by the First Amendment. 

-- Restore religious liberty protections impacted by the 1990 Supreme 
Court decision Employment Division vs. Smith. 

I 

-- Eliminate t'discrimination in the tax code against the traditional 
family" and reduce the tax liability on families with children. 
SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



Resolutions, Tuesday -- Page 2 
. -- - -  . - .- - -- 

By the end of their work day Tuesday, members of the Resolutions 
Committee had finalized seven proposed resolutions to present to messengers 
Wednesday morning. 

The NEA resolution criticizes Bush for not firing John Frohnmayer, 
chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts. 

The NEA has been a source of frustration for many evangelical 
Christians for the past two years. Frohnmayer has continued to approve 
federal grants for projects some Christians deem obscene and sacrilegious. 
For example, one NEA-funded project depicted a cross submerged Yn urine. 

Despite repeated protests, Bush has refused to dismiss Frohnmayer, 
saying he does not want to censor art. The proposed resolution, however, 
focuses not on censorship but on the federal funding of objectionable art. 

After the committee's initial meeting Saturday, Chairman David Hankins 
of Lake Charles, La., admitted the NEA resolution "could potentially be a 
problem" in light of Bush's appearance before the SBC. 

However, Hankins was quick to point out that the committee generally 
appreciates the leadership Bush has given the nation. Although no action 
has been taken yet, the committee plans to present a resolution commending 
the president for his leadership in the Persian Gulf War. .. 

"The committee will express its support for the president where it can 
and its disappointment where it must," Hankins said. 

Rather than viewing the proposed NEA resolution as an embarrassment to 
the president, Hankins said it might give him the "political support to 
make a decision he wants to make," 

The proposed resolution on the sanctity of human life notes that 
southern Baptists have adopted numerous anti-abortion resolutions in recent 
years. This year's resolution focuses on the development of new drugs and 
technologies such as RU-486 and research on the transplantation of fetal 
tissues. 

The proposed resolution on alcoholic beverage advertisements addresses 
legislation pending in Congress that would require such advertisements to 
carry warning labels like those currently required on cigarette 
advertisements. 

The proposed resolution on religious liberty addresses a 1990 Supreme 
Court ruling that changed the way courts deal with religious liberty cases. 
Previously, the state was required to show a wcornpelling interest" in 
denying such liberties to enforce other laws. 

As a result of the 1990 ruling, governments conceivably could enforce 
equal employment opportunity laws without regard to the religious beliefs 
of churches acting as employers. 

The resolution expresses "outrage" over this ruling and calls on the 
Christian Life Commission to work toward the adoption of corrective 
legislation. 

The proposed resolution on equitable taxation for families claims that 
tax laws place a disproportionate burden on families. This contributes to 
weakening family structures by necessitating mothers to work outside the 
home, the resolution contends. 

Public policy should promote "stable marriages and parental child- 
rearing," the resolution says. 

SBC messengers submitted 20 proposals for resolutions during the first 
morning of the three-day convention. Other resolutions were submitted 
during the afternoon session. The proposals were submitted in a variety of 
fashions and with varying degrees of documentation. Some came neatly typed 
in advance; others were scribbled on scrap paper. 

Messengers proposed resolutions on a variety of topics. One sought to 
commend pastors of plateaued and declining churches, while another spoke 
against women in combat. 



Resolutions, Tuesday -- Page 3 
- . - - 

Each proposed resolution was considered by the Resolutions Committee 
members during their all-day meeting. Some were immediately set aside as 
inappropriate or duplicating resolutions passed in recent years, 

The committee then considered whether to fine tune the other proposals 
to pass out of committee or combine them with resolutions already being 

, drafted by the committee. 

Messengers will be allowed to propose additional resolutions 
Wednesday. The resolutions committee's final report is to be made Thursday 
at 10:25 a.m. 

. .. .., . ,. . ...... ,. ..- .. ----- . 

By Mark Wingfield -- 6:00 p.m. Tuesday 



FOR~MMEDIATE RELEASE 

Carolyn Miller Press 

ATLANTA, June 4- "will not deny a person 
or church or agency t qbissionsw even if the gift 
comes outside off icia s; President Carolyn D. Miller 
said Tuesday in a new bia World Congress Cent r. 

Miller, elected m as president of the 104- 
year-old organization, was responding to a reporter's question about 
wheth r the SBC Executive C ssuring the WMU to "get in 
lin ." 

Some prominent WMU leaders, including former,Executive Director 
Carolyn weather ford?~ru6plk~-$<ha~e5beeii">u~1'ici~~i~~n"t~iied with moderate 
Southern Baptist groups advocating missions support outside the 
denomination's Cooperative Program. 

The WMU never has taken sides in the long SBC theological battle, 
Miller stressed, and continues to support the Cooperative Program and the 
denominational missions agencies. But it will not and should not prevent 
Southern Baptists from giving to missions as they choose, she explained. 

But Miller said she could not answer another question about wh ther 
the WMU will support missionaries who may be sent out by moderate groups 
such as the new Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. 

It's a hypothetical question until the fellowship or another group 
actually appoints missionaries, she said. If it happens, the question of 
financial support is up to the WMU's executive board. 

Miller, 53, of Huntsville, Ala., went on to outline her dream of 
involving far more young people and younger women -- particularly working 
wom n -- in missions education through local churches. 

Eighty-five percent of American women will be working outside the .home 
by the year 2000, she reported. "If we don't reach these working women, we 
will have lost a great deal of our women," she said. 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



The problem, she acknowledged, is time: working mothers don't have 
much of it. But '*pockets of time" are there, she added, citing a group of 
mothers in her own church who wait 30 minutes or more for their children to 
finish choir practice and a group of nurses she had been told about who 
meet for Bible study at midnight after their hospital work shifts. 

"We can find the pockets of time for people who really want to study 
missionsft* she said. "We need to make them want to study missions." 

Miller said the WMU will targqt older men and women who are not 
already involved in organized mission groups for missions education. 

WMU also needs to change its image, Miller stated, an image "that we 
just sit around and talk and drink ... drink coffee or lemonade," she 
quickly added to the sound of laughter, 

Asked about the fall of the 1990 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering below 
the previous year's total -- the first such downturn in 53 years -- Miller 
agreed that the U.S. economy, the SBC theological division and the coming 
of th Persian Gulf War all may have contributed. 

"But it's more than that," she said, noting Southern Baptist missions 
support survived the Depression ahd previous wars. 

"I do hope we take some kind of action. We have to go back to our 
churches and let them know what is happening," she urged, '*Missions 
education and giving are two sides of the same coin. We don't do one 
without the other. 

--3o-- 
By Erich Bridges--5:45 p.m. Tuesday 



For Immediate Release 

Southern Baptist Ministers1 Wives Luncheon 

ATLANTA, June 4--Humorist Charles V. Petty shared his perspective of 
the "perfect" minister's wife Tuesday during the annual Southern Baptist 
Ministers' Wives Luncheon. 

In addition, he encouraged his listeners to empower and assist their 
husbands. A# .*a 

,+ ~ 3 .  T 
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About 500 people gathered for .the event. to ,share 4 n  .a time of 
fellowship, conduct business and hea,r,Petty, a member +of bFirst Baptist 
Church, Raleigh, N.C., and a motivational speaker who "refers to himself as 

t,a..%* a "family humorist. " . h. r, 
*\i\W> r '=Y.* 

* $+\% ".-- \<"" 
"Do you think there is such p t as ct miniate~ls wife?" he 1 

asked the audience, "No, Thatrwoman doesn . I# 

*- \ 

. Howev r, he said, through the yea members.have developed 
an ideal that they think should form a 
perfect minister's wife. He said this perfect individual should be a 
prayer warrior and should read,the Bible constantly, love children, play 
the piano, sing in the local church choir, be a submissive wife and look 
good. 9 ; v - -ew 

kn+> * +* 
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Instead of trying to live up t~'thi~~ih~ossible 'ideal, Petty suggested 
several ways a minister's wife could be more realhistic about her role and 
serve to empower and assist her husband'in ministry. 

L 

4% 
First, he said, the minister's wife ,should endeavor to use "warm 

words," such as "I love you" and "1 missed you." 
\+wm4 **.*.- * *u . + 

"I'm convinced there's a starviigworld out there that's hungry to 
hear some gentle, supportive, warm words,from someone gho cares,!',he said. 
"When your 'weary warrior1. comes home after a long, -hard day,"dstt"him off 
and say som warm things," 

Also, a minister's wife should accept the "givens" in life, Petty 
noted. For example, he said Sundays and Wednesdays always will be difficult 
days for the minister's family, A minister's wife should learn to accept 
the natur of those daya, he.oaid, and acknowledge the added pressure they 
bring to the minister's life. 

It is also important to "be honest with your husband," Petty pointed 
out. "On occasion, you need to say to him, 'Dear, that sermon was 
pitiful.' Be the one person he knows will be completely honest with him." 

In addition, a minister's wife should "be human," Petty said. 

"What's worse than a perfect minister's wife? A dehumanized 
minister's wife.. .. It's a tragedy when we quit being men and women 
created in the image of God, who are human beings with all the failings and 
weaknesses inherent therein and try to be something we cannot be -- 
perfect," he emphasized. 

"I hope you will be the heart of your home," Petty concluded. "The 
fact is, you are the glue that holds your home together. If not for you, 
your husband couldn't do ministryen 

During a business session, the organization's 1991 president, Carole 
Hughes of Independence, Mo., passed the gavel to,incoming president Nancy 
Sullivan of Jacksonville, Fla. Other 1992 officers are Barbara Riley of 
Plainfield, Ind.; vice president; Linda Myers, Hendersonville, Tenn., 
recording secretary-treasurer; and Joyce Thionnet, Yukon, Okla., 

1 

corresponding secretary. 

In addition, the women elected officers who will serve in 1993. They 
are June Honeycutt, Louisville, Ky., president; Lilly Faye Wisdom, 
Fulshear, Texas, vice president; Rena Henderson Jr., Saint Simons Island, 
Ga., recording secretary-treasurer; and Eloise Thomas, Jackson, Miss., 
corresponding secretary. 

- -3o--  
By Brenda J. Sanders--6:35 p.m. Tuesday 
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Motions referred to co 

ATLANTA, June 4--0 engers to the Southern 
Baptist Convention annu 4 were referred to SBC 
agencies or committees 

Motions for the SB om the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Pub1 C from having 
exhibit space at SBC an e SBC Executive 
Committee. A motion to ay be held by the 
Southern Baptist Founda 

Four motions were nsideration. The 
mations concerned unemp 
denominational employees; providing an "opt outw for maternity coverage for 
people past child-bearing years,~~~flovfeirig tfie medi'cal insurance co-payment 
and considering whether Annuity:~oard'"re'sident Paul Powell has a conflict 
of interest in also serving a 2  chairman of the board of regents of Baylor 
University. PT-P ( '3  33 + b. c . ~  -v "ykv B *- .k3c1."ijk3. c j ~ ; - - r - 2 r P ~ a  ~-A~,~AYLTIIX 

Motions concerning the Baptist Sunday School Board were referred to 
that agency. They included a request promotion day be moved to early 
September and quarterly literature be issued at different dates, January 
Bible study material be available at SBC annual meetings and the annual 
letter include a place to report professions of faith in addition to 
baptisms. 

Other motions referred to the SBC Executive Committee included: 

-- A method for messengers to vote in SBC business if they do not 
attend the annual meeting. 

-- The parliamentarian be a Southern Baptist. 
-- The SBC conduct an image-building campaign. 
-- Pre-school activities be provided during pre-convention meetings. 

- -- - - - - - - -- - - . - -- Sites of future annual meetings be listed ii the Book of Reports. 
-- The Christian Life Commission create a family concerns division. 
-- Colleges, universities and seminaries not related to the SBC not 

have exhibit space at the annual meeting. 

-- SBC committee members, officers and board members be members of 
churches that contribute at least 5 percent of their undesignated funds to 

I 

the cooperative Program. 

Two motions were referred to the six Southern Baptist seminaries. One 
calls for all books removed from seminary libraries by seminary trustees to 
be donated to the Richmond Theological.Seminary. The other promises freedom 
for professors to teach the historical facts of the canonization of the 
Bible. 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



~otions referred to committees -- Page 2 
- - 

A motion for an Ifopen, scriptural investigation into Freemasonry 
doctrinesu was referred to the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. 

A motion Jimmy Carter be invited to speak during a future annual 
meeting was referred to the Committee on Order of Business. 

Motions concerning abortion and affirming the parliamentarian were 
referred to the Resolutions Committee. 

A motion requiring a comprehensive report of the survey of messengers 
taken at each annual meeting was ruled out of order because the survey 
results are printed in the annual report. 

A motion SBC agencies limit the compensation package for employees who 
leave the agency was ruled out of order. Danny Watters, pastor of Beulah 
Baptist Church in Douglasville, Ga., and chairman of the Committee on Order 
of Business, said the SBC Executive Committee is not authorized to direct 
employment policies of SBC agencies. 

Motions to hold the SBC annual meeting in Salt Lake City, and to honor 
a man who has attended 50 consecutive SBC annual meetings were ruled out of 
order because messengers previously had acted on the business. 

Three motions were introduced at the close of the Tuesday afternoon 
meeting. One motion instructed the SBC president to appoint a committee to 
determine if the Annuity Board can declare itself to be a self-perpetuating 
and independent board. 

Other motions introduced included one to allow messengers to stay near 
the convention center during the 1992 annual meeting in Indianapolis, and 
to affirm the historical facts of the canonization.of the Bible. 

--3o-- 

By Sarah Zimmerman, 6:15 p.m. Tuesday 



For Immediate Release 

SBC Missions Day Camp Feature 
C 

Livingston, La. 
stuff like 

minister of recreation, Second-Ponce de Leon church, direct the 
missions day camp program .iles~s 

it3 

The day camp's pro&%m is designed to teach missions along 
with using sports activities for interest* and~fun 

m k K e & V S  A?<J$%'CiwdUkX+~kb  k % ~ g w  
Amy Collier, a missionary's kid from Brazil, said, "Day camp 

is fun. This is a lot better than sitting in the convention 
center. I'd get bored there, and you don't get bored here. I'm 
coming back to day camp in four years on our next furlough." 

Karl Bozeman, the Brotherhood Commission's Royal Ambassador 
director, called the day camp an investment in the future of 
Southern Baptist missions. 

"I feel like there will be some children who, because of their 
experience in missions day camp, will feel called to missions, 
said Bozeman who has coordinated the day camp for 11 years. 

Children were able to hear two Southern Baptist foreign 
missionaries during the day camp. They were Dave Bishop of Korea 
and Grover Tyner of the Philippines. 

Bozeman said that other day camp volunteers included teen- 
agers from across the country who attended the SBC with their 
parents. 

This year's attendance was the lowest for day campers' 
participation in more than 11 years. Two reasons cited for the low 
attendance were the lower total registration for the SBC annual 
meeting and the early date for the convention meeting this year, 
backing into the closing days of schools. 

--3o--  
By James Warren--8:lS p.m. Tuesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

New Work Banquet, Monday 

ATLANTA, June 3--A campaign to start 15,000 Southern Baptist churches 
was introduced to pastors and missionaries Monday night at a new work 
banquet sponsored by the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. 

Eight individuals also were honored during the banquet attended by 
about 700 the night before the opening session of the 1991 Southern Baptist 
Convention. '; : ".. \ i f  3 " 3  , t l X  \ , - $  ,a 

I < \ <\+$ , %, \" v w  

V I '  

"The greatest work in the w o  s starting new chuxches," HMB 
President Larry Lewis said ~hile~introducing the 15,'000'~ampaign. Lewis 
explained the emphasis calls for Southe sts to 1,500 new 
churches per year for the next 10 years. 

To accomplish this, an average of £0 urches must be started every 
day, he said. Currently, So more than three 
churches per day on average. 

"We're already starting arou Lewis said, "but we need 
to accelerate that. i 

"Our strategies will not cha ill do what we have been doing, 
but with more intensity." i 

& h  

' ' \  \ 

Lewis said the Key Church strategy is one way the goal might be met. 
This strategy calls on the denomination's larger churches to commit to 
start five new works each year. *. 

- *  
\ 

"There has never been in history -the chirihes with the resources we 
have today," Lewis e much is expected. 

'i 
> %"\ vb 

"The purpose of ngs *ok 'build budgets. 
- - 

It is to carry out the Great Commission." 

Eight recognitions were given for accomplishments in starting and 
sponsoring new churches: 

-- Steve Crampton, pastor of Bissonnet Baptist Church in Houston, 
received the black church extension church planter award. 

-- . - 

-- C.M. Cumrnings, pastor of New Testament Baptist Church in North 
Highland, Calif., received the black church extension church sponsor award. 

-- Rafael Hernandez, pastor of three Hispanic missions in 
Massachusetts, received the American Mosaic Reaper Award from the language 
church extension division. 

-- Clement Jeantilus, pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Miami, 
received the American Mosaic Workers Together Award from the language 
church extension division. 

-- Kenneth Adams, pastor of Crossroads Baptist Church in Newnan, Ga., 
received the church planter award from the new church extension division. 

-- Leibern Lockwood, a member of Columbia Avenue Baptist Church in 
Pontiac, Mich., accepted the church sponsor award from the new church 
extension division. 

-- James Herrington, director of missions for Union Baptist 
Association in Houston, received the metropolitan award from the 
associational missions division. 

-- Clifford Coleman, director of missions for Scioto Valley Baptist 
Association in Jackson, Ohio, received the town and country award from the 
associational missions division. 

--3o-- 
By Mark Wingfield -- 8:50 p.m. Tuesday Q 
SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 
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For Immediate Release 

Lyle Schaller at New Work Fellowship 

ATLANTA, June 3--The most important issue facing Southern Baptists is 
whether or not they will continue to start new "churches, Lyle Schaller 
said, Monday. *) + 
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Schaller, a popular author and speaker on church growth, addressed the 
annual meeting of the Southern;sBaptist New Work Fellowship. The group met 
in Atlanta the day before the'annual m of theusouthem Baptist 
Convention. 

- * i  

"The critical issue in any d ity to reach n w 
g nerations of people," Schaller said. erested in reaching 
n w p ople, by far the most effective through church 
planting." b v  

The primary criticism of church starting suffers from a "dumb 
beginning point," he explained. He referred to the criticism that efforts 
put into church planting should instead be focused on salvaging dying 
churches. 

"Some think we need to make al1 ,our existing congregations vital 
before starting new churches. What's wrong with that is nobody knows how 
to do that ... and nobody's young enough to live long enough to do it." 

\ M 

Starting new chu that new- ions willxbe reach d by 
the gospel, Schaller claimed. 

"Your meeting here this.week is not important," he said. "What is 
important for the future of the Southern Baptist Convention is what kind 
and how many churches you start." 

"l've been hearing for 30 years that we've already got enough 
church s. That misses the whole issue. 

"We're not talking about filling up pews. We're talking about 
reaching a new generation of people, The most effective way to do that is 
through starting new churches." 

For a denomination to reach new generations, it should start a number 
of churches equal to 3 percent of its current total of existing churches 
every year, he said. 

"The normal pattern (in existing churches) is we reach enough of the 
younger generation to prove we can do it," Schaller charged. "We aren't 
doing it well, but it keeps us from feeling guilty." 

Officers elected for the Southern Baptist New Work Fellowship include 
George Bullard, state missions director in South Carolina, president; Bob 
Watson, church extension director in North Carolina, administrative vice 
president; Jim Hill, pastor of South County Baptist Church in St. Louis, 
program vice president; and Tom Kelly, black church extension director in 
California, membership vice president, 

--3o-- 
By Mark Wingfield --8:55 p.m. Tuesday 

SBC News Rooln (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Foreign Missions Report 

ATLANTA, June 4--Doors of opportunity now open around the world may 
slam shut unless Southern Baptists provide resources to share the gospel, 
R. Keith Parks, president of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 
Richmond, Va., warned in an address Tuesday night to Southern Baptist 
Convention messengers at thesGeorgia World Congress Center. 

~~issiologists say that once an opportuni omes, there's usually a 
five-year window, and if that opportunity is ted on, that opportunity 
passes by and seldom reappears," Parks said. 

Southern ~aptists face more ope than ever before in history, he 
told messengers during the annual repo B, which oversees 3,863 
missionaries in 121 countries. 

\ 

Parks described the d of op n to Southern Baptists 
this way: t I 

* h 

--Japan is open to th pel as never before. In a message that 
arrived during the SBC, Parks learned that 325 people had just made 
professions of faith in a meeting led thern Baptist missionaries in 
Japan. I1There were more professions h in this meeting than all last 
year," the message said. 

--Eastern Europe. Twelve Southern Baptist missionaries were assigned 
to Eastern Europe at,the time of the fall of the Berlin.Wal1. 

#*Today, 16 months later, 26 career missionaries are living in every 
country of Eastern Europe save one, and we're so confident that we'll get 
someone into Albania that we are searching for someone to learn the 
language, Parks said. 

--Romania. within its first few months of freedom, one Romanian 
church of more than 2,000 members baptized 400 members and started 20 new 
preaching points and chapels. 

--soviet Union. More than 200 public theaters are showing the Jesus 
film and setting off a chain reaction of inquiries for more information 
about Christianity. 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 



"The doors of opportunity in this part of the world defy description,'' 
he said. 

The Jesus film also has been shown twice in a Moslem mosque in a 
Middle Eastern city, he reported. 

Parks pointed to the Kurdish people as a prime example of an open 
door. Almost four years ago, 62 churches and scores of individuals were 
assigned to pray for the Kurds. Today the Kurds are asking Southern 
Baptists to Itsit down and hear us and above all give us hope.It 

ItThere is no one in the world who can give them hope except those who 
know Jesus Christtt1 Parks said. 

Like the Kurds, there are more than 1.3 billion people who have not 
had the opportunity to hear the gospel, according to FMB1s video 
presentation. Those who have never heard the gospel make up one-fourth of 
the world's population. 

By the year 2050, the population of the world will have doubled, the 
report said. The increase will come predominantly among the poor and in 
cities, requiring a "re-ordering of prioritiest1 to reach everyone with the 
gospel. 

Great strides have been made in the last year by taking advantage of 
open doors of opportunity, the report said. 

It cited the start of missionary work in six countries and 176 cities; 
introduction of activity with 23 new people groups; appointment of 216 
career and associate missionaries, bringing the missionary force total to 
3,863 -- an increase of 83 over the previous year; and baptisms of more 
than 200,000 believers. 

However, despite the successes, Parks told Southern Baptists of one 
failure. He revealed final receipts of the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
for Foreign Missions fell almost $6 million short of the goals and $853,000 
short of what was given to the previous year's offering, This is the first 
time in 54 years that Southern Baptists have not given as much to the 
offering as in the previous year. 

ttUnless we provide the resources, the door will slam shut, and God 
will march on," he said. 

--3o-- 
By Susan Todd Doyle -- 8x10 A.M. 



For Immediate Release 

Rapha Luncheon 

ATLANTA, June 3--More than 1,500 Southern Baptist pastors and leaders 
attending the third annual Rapha luncheon Monday heard Atlanta pastor 
Charles Stanley tell of his personal struggle to find God's acceptance. 

Stanley said the reason most "good men go down" is because they have 
failed to find the "love, patience-and "long-suffering of God." 

: ,r * L, ,+ ? #  .+ .d + 22 "\ 
"He let me run out ... until'there was,nothing left inside me," 

*cl 

Stanley told the meeting sp$n&ored by Rapha, aL'b;-ivate Houston-based 
Christian company that operat ore than 20 hospital treatment centers 

t b, %% across America. ty+ he 
",- * ' 
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Stanley, pastor of -~tlant irst l~a~tist Church and former Southern 
Baptist Convention president, r - > 

led his child when his father died. 

''1 felt rejection when my father died," Stanley said. "My mother went 
to work immediately. Shehremarried and my stepfather was an angry man. He 
rejected me ... greatly. It$was as if he s a i d  to me, 'You are not 
wanted. "I I >%-$ 

i 8 
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Stanley said as a result he brought."excess baggaget' into his ministry 
even though he was saved as a youth. ~ e e l i n ~ s  of rejection, hostility, 
lack of worth and no self-confidence followed him into the ministry, 
Stanley told the group. , '. - % - .  " Y 

st i ? 

* ._ -*w > \" %h*** 
In the ministry, Stanley\said, he drove himself Itand other people 

around me." 
" %S F "  \ '1 * "h ? * \f .*: +" ""A $\< 3 e x ' \  - \  i -  2 ,  , * -,-jv-: 

a .: i'i b 
"I was a perfectiohist," he said. "I was governed by shoulds and 

oughts. I was~combative, had a critical spirit-and sought acceptance in 
the ministry because of this baggage." 

In 1977 he entered a hospital for three months of treatment for the 
condition. But finally a call to four friends, in which he pledged to do 
anything they told him to do, helped him to begin the process of 
understanding God's acceptance, Stanley recounted. 

Stanley closed his message by urging pastors to seek help in finding 
God's acceptance. 

"Don't be afraid to say you really need help and need it desperately," 
he said. 

Also included on the program at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Atlanta 
were greetings from Morris Chapman, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention; Edwin Young, pastor of Second Baptist Church, Houston; Richard 
Lee, pastor of Rehoboth Baptist Church, Atlanta. Dwight "Ike" .Reighard, 
pastor of New Hope Baptist Church, Fayetteville, Ga.; and Robert McGee, 
founder and president of Rapha Hospital Treatment Centers. 

--3o-- 
By Herb Hollinger--8:15 a.m. Wednesday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Exhibit Feature 

ATLANTA, June 5--Southern Baptist agencies, schools and other 
exhibitors competed for the attention of more than 22,000 messengers and 
.visitors to the 134th annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in 
Atlanta with a variety of appea 

And if participation is' kch off products and 
services, the Baptist S le has grabbed hold of 
the trend. 

The denomination's iggest crowds with 
"blue light" specials, omplimentary 
photographs. The board ldren and young adults 
with Bible video games 

The biggest draw i ver, was a 
soundtrack/recording co 
sound-proof booth to re 

"You can come in and 
co-owner of Praise Hymn So 
is a dream come true,"' ad 

+"Y .$sly 

"We kind of dared each ~ t h e r ~ t o ~ ?  lt;;;* said Sarah Dugger, member of 
First Baptist Church of Alba, Texas. --~he@and her sister, Teresa, recorded 
songs as Father's Day gifts. I*3J 

,+- -m 1 . T  4- q " * ~ y l . : \ , ~ y + ~ ' n  "&3rT'\y" *A.vi-q 9 r a  P2fJe=. -9; 
While some messengers "grabbed handfuls - of Lbooks%a""g;lgargain prices, 

others made literature investments in the future. ''1 just joined a book 
club," said Ruby Jackson of Ardmore Terrace Baptist Church in Memphis, 
Tenn. 

The Church Directory Service also attracted interest by offering 
complimentary 8 x 10 photographs of messengers in front of an Atlanta 
skyline backdrop. 

SBC participants were welcomed by khe Woman's Missionary Union in 
Birmingham, Ala., into the exhibit hall with an old-fashioned porch setting 
laid out in soft country pastels. With the early summer heat of northern 
Georgia, the peach-shaped fans distributed by the missions education 
auxiliary were a big hit. 

The Atlanta-based Home Mission Board displayed i t s  wares i n  a "home 
missions town square," featuring a church facade complete with a steep1 
overlooking the scene. Brochures and promotional materials were laid out in 
the front of various facades, including a former saloon now open for prayer 
meetings. 

The Foreign ~ission Board pavilion provided regular video updates of 
Southern Baptist mission work around the globe and access via computer to 
volunteer missions opportunities. Foreign missionaries, including Don and 
Mary Anne Davis of Uruguay, were also on hand to answer any questions and 
to help enlist more missionaries from among messengers and visitors. 

"We finally found some missions information we've been looking for for 
one of our groups," said Robin Woodward of Redds Baptist Church in A i k  n, 
S.C. 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 
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Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



Exh ib i t  Feature -- Page 2 

Many pastors and church staff members were particularly eager to visit 
the Annuity Board's exhibit. 

"Primarily what we're doing is benefit projections," said Charles 
Vanderslice, regional vice president of members1 services for the board. 
"We stay busy; next year we may have to go to 'take a number' or something 
like that." 

Messengers were reminded of the 1992 annual meeting in Indianapolis by 
an Indy racing car near the exit of the exhibit hall. Included in the area 
was advance information on Crossover Indianapolis. As with recent S B C s ,  
volunteers will blitz the metropolitan Indianapolis area with several days 
of ministry and evangelism. 

The Georgia World Congress Center greeted messengers with a wide array 
of choices at meal and snack times. Aromas of flavored nuts, breads and 
pastries, desserts and baked goods, tacos, strudels, pizza, Greek 
sandwiches and full-course buffets tantalized the appetites of messengers 
between sessions. Lines were long, but the variety of foods and available 
restaurants seemed to satisfy most messengers. 

- -3o--  
By Cameron Crabtree -- 8:45  pm, Tuesday 



For Immediate Release 

CORRECTION 

In the story titled "Tuesday Night Repoxts,I1 the name in the 
fifth paragraph should be Ray Barnhill. 

Thanks 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



Release 

Cooperative Program ~ifts 
t&J R .\ '\;@ 

ATLANTA, June 4--Coope-ra rogram unified"budget gifts received by 
the Executive ~ornmittee.kof r th hern Ba~tist~~ogGention for the month of 
May increased by more thaz si cent-over the dame month last year, it 
was announced Tuesday. -- ,? I ~~+ -$  *,.: il 

& 4 w  r:,.>?<, ' \!* : tdpd 
-3 paw ,% 

The May gifts were $12,41 , c&ared tok$11,703,700 for May 1990 
-- a $711,588 increase or?6,.0 ent- ")Eight months into the conv nti~n's 
budget year, ~ooperativ&.\Program gifts totaled.$95,715,062. That is 
51/47 1,7 17 more than the comparable period '$last * .  n K  "year and a 1.56 percent 
increase. "$-? ;'. 

$P .9, , iWy5 

+ -  
The 1990-91 basic budget6e$d for'ithe eight months is $91,555,016. 

* 4 L"F' 
Designated gifts for the-month increased 40.91 percent over May of 

last year: $19,608,602 compared.+o >$13,915,875. That also brought the 
eight-month total of designated gifts ,.tolnearly 4 percent ahead of the 
comparable period last year:~~~$107,083,976 compared to $103,188,048. 

--@ 9" -y ' T>* ".r 

Designated conttibritibng3include*zh~: Fpreign'Misshn Boardf s Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering, the Home Mission Board's Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering and world hunger gifts. 

The Cooperative Program is Southern Baptistsf method of supporting 
ministry and missions through state and regional conventions and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. State and regional conventions retain a 
percentage of Cooperative Program contributions they receive from the 
churches to support work in their areas and send the remaining money to the 
SBC Executive Committee for national and international ministries. 

--3o--  
By Herb Hollinger--10:30 a.m. Wednesday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

S minaries, PAC Reports 

ATLANTA, June 5--"The most important thing happening this year and 
this decade was a covenant renewal between the faculty, the administration 
and the trustees" of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Ky., President Roy L. Honeycutt told messengers to the 134th session of the 
Southern Baptist Convention Wednesday morning at the Georgia World Congr ss 
Cent r. 

Honeycutt said the 
" sp cially sensitive t 
representation." 

I Mutual cooperation,? on" and a biblical 
mod 1 of peace initiative ant agreement, he 
said. 

"My brothers and s 
peacemaking flows from 

Wayne Allen, a Memphis," 
S minary trustees, said the, 
most conservative, e%angeli 
excellence in education." 

Meanwhile, Russell Dilday,b+xpresident of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort W~rth:~,Texas ,said despite five years of 
enrollment declines, with 4,500 j=tud=nt's,[S_outhwestern is "still the 
largest seminary in the world-of any kind and probably the largest in 
Christian history," 

31 3CS1.Qvj 3 .- I u 3$- 1y ,-erln *-A~IS K a-* hTzux2e 
Dilday noted the accreditation of the seminary recently has been 

affirmed by the Association of Theological Schools and Christianity Today 
magazine named Southwestern the No. 1 seminary in the United States. 

"We believe we are the best. We want to be the best for our Lord 
Jesus. We need your support. We need the Cooperative Program.. We believe 
what w are doing is missions," said Dilday. 

Lewis Drumrnond, president of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Wake Forest, N.C., said the administration has submitted final reports 
to ATS. He appealed for prayer by messengers "that God will use th se 
reports to give us a good,' clean bill of health." 

k 

Southeastern has been under investigation by ATS since the 1987-88 
academic year. 

Drumrnond said the seminary opened the Center for Great Commission 
Studies during the year to focus on issues such as church growth,. 
evangelism and spiritual awakening. 

"We believe in taking our tasks and then making a beeline for the 
cross," said Drummond. 

In other business, Chairman Albert Lee Smith made the final report of 
the Public Affairs Committee, which is being merged with the Christian Life 
Commission as a result of action Tuesday by convention messengers. 

Smith, a former U.S. congressman from Alabama, urged Southern Baptists 
to "wak up to the fact we' have the r sponsibility to be salt and light in 
all facets of life. We should be active in the political arena." 

Nine former SBC presidents were introduced to messengers during the 
session. 

-..30-- 
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Wed. AM agency reports (9-10) 

ATLANTA, June 5--A special task force studying the accreditation of 
South rn Baptist colleges and seminaries found no evidence that regional 
accrediting bodies have prevented those schools from fulfilling their 
spiritual purpose, task force member Bob R. Agee told Southern Baptist 
Convention messengers Wednesday at Georgia World Congress Center. 

Regional accrediting agencies have allowed Southern Baptist 
educational as school leaders 
want them to be, by accreditation reviews 
conducted at some of Oklahoma Baptist 
University. 

* & ? A  

Agee's comments, part&j the southern Baptis_tnEducation Commission's 
report to messengers, outlined the task'; force's findings and 
recommendations. The task "force's study sresponded_b&o a motion ref erred to 
the Education Commission-after the 1990 Southern ~apkist Convention 
meeting. The motion asked4for the appointment of 'a-eommittee to study the 
feasibility of establishing an SBC 'acciediting association for Baptist 
seminaries and colleges.. \ -  ! -: b *3 

\ *;a- N J  \* Q,,\$ 

Concern about accreditati akd colleges has increased 
in the wake of disputes betwee and students at Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary i C., that have put that 
institution's future accredits 

" * b b . '  Y y 

Some Southern Baptists have expressed fears that agencies such as the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schoolsn;and the Association of 
Theological Schools in the U. S . and ~anada 'represent external forces that 
might try to pressure ~outhern~~aptist seminaries and colleges to change 
their evangelistic or -,theological %emphases. under, threatpf, loss of 
accreditation. 0thkxs fc%rge %hat some schools~~~already-h"ave drifted from 
their original religious purpose toward secularism and should be overseen 
by a Southern Baptist accrediting body. 

The accrediting task force, Agee said, found a "diverse, but 
xcellent" array of educational institutions among Southern Baptists and 
recommended that no accrediting body be formed that would interfere with 
the relationship between Southern Baptist schools and regional accrediting 
bodies. Any action related to specialized accrediting bodies, Agee added, 
should be undertaken only with "great care and much prayer." 

The presidents of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary and Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary 
also reported to messengers. All three pledged their personal and 
institutional commitment to the "Here's Hope -- Share Jesus" evangelistic 
campaign scheduled for 1995 and urged messengers to get involved in the 
effort. 

New Orleans Seminary President Landrum Leavell reported that his 
seminary's new Center for Evangelism and Church Growth is to open in the 
fall. The center will benefit seminary students, Leavell said, but will 
focus on helping pastors and lay church members interested in evangelism 
and church growth. 

"Give us a call," Leavell told messengers wanting to boost church 
growth. "Help is on the way.. . .  Until Jesus comes, the emphasis at New 
Orleans is going to be evangelism and missions," 

Midwestern Seminary President Milton Ferguson reported that the 
Midwestern family of faculty and students has not been divided by the SBC 
theological wars. 

" I n  Jesus Christ, we are bound together in love, commitment and common 
purpose," he said. "We are not polarized. We are united." 

- -3o--  
By Erich Bridges--ll:35 a.m. Wednesday 

1 SBC News Rwrn (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 





For Immediate Release 

Wednesdav action on resolutions 

ATLANTA, June 5 ed Wednesday morning 
by messengers to the opics ranging from 
human sexuality to re1 

Several amendments we but only one passed. 
All of the resolutions rnmittee were adopted. 

The seven resolut 

1 -- On Human Sex 
Although not spec his resolution was 

designed to counter a upon by the 
Presbyterian Church (U resolution, committee 
members discussed the and agreed they 
wanted to send a signa esbyterians who oppose 
their church's document. 

The SBC resolutio uphold the biblical 
standard of human sexuality against all onslaughts" and notes that this 
biblical standard is under att" in the religious community." 

The Presbyterian documen~~sanctions ordination for homosexuals and sex 
for responsible teen-agers and the unmarried @lderly r r k ~ e s  u:-~,wra+m IX&~LVLU 

In contrast, the SBC resolution says sex is to be confined to marriage 
relationships between 'la man and a woman." It cites biblical condemnation 
of premarital sex, adultery, rape, incest, pornography, promiscuity, 
prostitution and homosexuality. 

In drafting the resolution, committee members said they worked to 
present a positive view of biblical sex. Members agfeed they wanted to 
uphold a strict biblical standard but did not want to appear to be prudish. .- 

The resolution describes sex as "a divine gift" designed by God "for 
the enjoyment and fulfillment of men and womenw within the bounds of 
marriage. 

2 -- On Sanctity of Human Life. 
1 Although Southern Baptists have spoken to the abortion issue in 

previous years, this year's resolution focuses on more than calling for 
legislation against legalized abortion. 

It specifically opposes "the testing, approval, distribution and 
marketing of new drugs and technologies which will make the practice of 

I abortion more convenient and more widespread." The controversial abortion 
pill, RU-486, is specifically cited. 

- - -- - -- -- -. - - -- 

Further, the resolution supports the current ban on federal funding 
for "any transplantation of tissue from induced abortions for purposes of 
experimentation and research." 

Nancy Blackmon of Sanford, N.C., offered an amendment to call on all 
Southern Baptists "to work with equal fervor to compassionately encouraget1 
women with unplanned pregnancies to carry their pregnancies to term. The 
amendment was adopted. 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room 
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b Larry Allen of Leary, Ohio, offered an amendment to speak against 
euthanasia in the resolution. Allen said h believes euthanasia is a 
"product of humanism and used only for man's convenience." 

After an explanation from resolutions committee member Larry Thompson 
of Merritt Island, Fla., that the SBC had spoken against euthanasia 
previously, the amendment failed. 

Wiley Drake of Buena Park, Calif., offered an amendment to remove the 
phrase "except to save the life of the mothert' as a limitation on 
abortions. 

Drake said this phrase gives unscrupulous doctors "an escape clausell 
to perform abortions whenever they desire under the guise of protecting the 
mother. 

The amendment failed. 

3 -- On Endangerment of Our Religious Liberties, 
This resolution speaks specifically to the 1990 Supreme Court decision 

Employment Division vs. Smith, which changed the way courts deal with 
religious liberty cases. Previously, the state was required to show a 
wcompelling interest" in denying such liberties to enforce other laws. 

As a result of this 1990 ruling, governments could conceivably enforce 
equal employment opportunity laws without regard to the religious beliefs 
of churches acting as employers. 

The resolution expresses "outragett over this ruling and calls on the 
Christian Life Commission to work toward the adoption of corrective 
legislation. 

4 -- On Government Support of Obscene and Offensive Art. 
This resolution specifically calls on President George Bush to fire 

John Frohnmayer, chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts, and 
replac him with someone "who will stop funding obscene, morally repugnant 
and sacrilegious art." 

The NEA has been a source of frustration for many evangelical 
Christians for the past two years. NEA Chairman Frohnmayer has continued 
to approve federal grants for projects some Christians d e e ~  7bscene and 

sacrilegious. For example, one NEA-funded project depicted a cross 
submerged in urine. 

Despite re~eated protests, Bush has refused to dismiss Frohnmayer, 
saying he does not want to censor art. The SBC resolution, however, 
focuses not on censorship but on the federal funding of objectionable art. 

If the president cannot set reasonable standards for federal funding 
of art, the resolution says, the NEA should be abolished. 

John Stones of Ridgeland, S.C, ,  offered an amendment that would have 
required the convention to present a copy of the resolution to Bush when he 
arrived to speak Thursday. 

SBC President Morris Chapman of Wichita Falls, Texas, ruled this 
request would not be possible due to White House restrictions. 

I 

Marty McFerrin of Ottowa, Kan., offered an amendment that would have 
removed the request for the president to correct problems at the NEA and 
simply cease funding the NEA immediately. 



b 

"Even if the president and the Congress were to believe that they were 
hearing and heading this call, I do not have the confidence in their 
determination or their ability to restrict this art within the parameters 
of what I would be comfortable supporting with my tax dollars," McFerrin 
said. 

The amendment failed. 

5 -- On Restricting Alcoholic Beverage Advertisements, 
This resolution addresses legislation pending in Congress that would 

require such advertisements to carry warning labels like those currently 
required on cigarette advertisements. 

Citing "irresponsible manipulation" in advertising of alcoholic 
beverages, the resolution calls on all Southern Baptists to inform their 
representatives and senators of their support of such restrictive 
legislation, 

6 -- On Equitable Taxation for Families. 
This resolution claims that current U.S. t a x  lawn place a 

disproportionate burden on families. This burden contributes to weakening 
family structures by necessitating mothers to work outside the home, the 
resolution contends, 

Public policy should promote "stable marriages and parental child- 
rearing," the resolution says. 

7 -- On the Use of Government Funds to Encourage Immoral Sexual 
Behavior. - - 

-- - --- - - - - - - . - 

Carrying on the theme of the NEA resolution, this resolution 
criticizes a Centers for Disease Control grant of $25,000 to a gay and 
lesbian health conference, 

The resolution cites the CDC grant as part of a trend toward 
government funding of immoral behavior. 

The CDC-funded conference is slated to include seminars such as "Safer 
Sex for Lesbiansw and "SEXCESSful Teen Outreach.I1 

The resolution calls upon President Bush Itto take decisive action to 
ensure that such grants are prohibited in the future by means of an 
ex cutive order requiring all federal policies to affirm the family and 
refuse any govefnment funds to groups or programs which encourage sexual 
immorality in any form." 

The resolutions committee will make a second report to the messengers 
Thursday morning. 

-30- 
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CORRECTION 

In the story t i t l e d  "WMU Wrapup," t f the recording secretary 
in the second paragraph should be Marth 

\ 

Thanks 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Action on motions, Wednesday morning I 
ATLANTA, June 5--N 

agencies and committees 
motions were introduced 
Southern Baptist Conven rld Congress 
Center. 

A motion for reduced ff members at small 
churches and another mot astorsf wives whose 
husbands divorce them w 

A motion about the eas receive 
financial assistance wa 

Motions referred to th'e"SBC--E ee include one to prov 
a recycling bin at annual mdetlngs, ano>hef$qifallow mission churchek to 
send messengers to the annudlfm>eting, attfipra%to study whether the Annuity 
Board can declare itself a sel%-@rpeth#tihg.)independent board and a 
fourth to make more hotel rooms~avail~6~e near future convention sites. 

A motion to support the hFtoF&cal-$acts of the canonization of the 
Bible was ref erred to the resolu@bl)s &-od1"ttee. 

d 
A motion to lude the pbedge of~alle~giance~to the American flag in 

* c v  -- 
annual meetings 5e,e&wFed f tg )t<he E C ~ ~ ~ Y  *ftd 16n ;orden bf' business . A 
related motion ntroduced, calling for the program to include the 
pledge of allegiance to the Bible and the Christian flag. 

A motion For a study of abortion policies of Baptist hospitals was 
ruled out of order because no hospitals are entities of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Also ruled out of order was a new motion calling for 
more advance notice about speakers on the Pastors8 Conference program. SBC 
President Morris Chapman said the SBC has no control over what is done in 
pre-convention meetings. 

Other motions introduced Wednesday morning called for: I -- A study of the pros and cons of disassociating from secular 
accreditation agencies and moving to self-accreditation. 

-- Acquiring or forming a SBC insurance company to cover church staff 
members, church property, SBC church members and the general public. 

-- changing location of future meetings scheduled for Atlanta due to 
the high cost of renting meeting space. 

-- Voting on motions and resolutions by mail so all Southern Baptist 
churches could participate. 

-- Increased support for establishing and supporting crisis pregnancy 
centers. 

-- Encouraging churches which offer Christian day schools. 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager i I 



Motions -- Wednesday -- Page 2 

-- Offering student discounts at Baptist bookstores. 
-- The plan of salvation to be presented prior to President George 

Bush's address to the annual meeting for the benefit of visitors attending 
the session who may not be Christians. 

-- The SBC president to refrain from insulting people who disagree 
with him in his presidential address. 

-- Southern Baptists to stop using the labels liberal, conservative 
and moderate and instead refer to themselves as "Holy spirit filled 
Christians, followers of Christ or ~hristians.~~ 

Two motions were introduced to schedule reports from the Foreign 
Mission Board and Home Misson Board in more prominent places on the 
program. 

--3o-- 
By Sarah Zimmerman -- 1:45 p.m. Wednesday 



CORRECTION 

In story titled "~ednesday ~ l e c t i o n s , ! '  the f i r s t  paragraph should 
state that Lee Porter has been re-elected to his - 15th  term as registration 
secretary. \ 

Thanks 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Convention Sermon 

INOTE: Tom Elliff chose not to preach on llJabbokll which was distributed in 
the news boxes Tuesday.) 

.ATLANTA, June 5--An Oklahoma pastor used a familiar Scripture in the 
Christians 

who have lost "that vital 

"What do you do asked Tom D .  Elliff, 
pastor of First 

Then he 23rd Psalm in 
the bible 

God designs our lives so 

e of those name it and 

have it more abundantly,'" Elliff %eminded. 
"T 

Prosperity, however, :carrieq'\with~~&t a commitment to produce for 
Christ, he added. ~omplacency~can~destro~ a Christian's ministry, he 
warned. "Is your desire*to get some place bigger so you can do less?" he 

Warning that the greatest danger is carelessness, Elliff paralleled 
the Christian who has lost the sense of God's presence with a lost sheep 
that has run away and become "cast" on its back with its feet pointing 
upward and bound to die soon unless the shepherd finds it. 

In restoring the sheep, Elliff said, the shepherd will shear the 
sheep, llremovLng all his bragging rights.11 ~imilirly, he said, God may 
deal with his people, removing "everything you loved more than you loved 
Him. I* 

~lli-&f said that years ago as pastor of a East-growing church, ,,he was 
in demand to speak as "an expert on church growth.I1 

"Somewhere along the way, I became a 'cast' aheep. I woke up on a 
plahk to a prayer conference to realize I was going to preach on something 
I had long since stopped doing." 

Elliff said he began to cry out, IfGod restore my soul." 

"God spoke to us and called us to the mission field," said Elliff. 

Somewhere along the way, he said, as he balanced a Zulu Bible on one 
leg and the English language Bible on the other, the sweetness of God's 
presence was restored. 

"When your life is hard, and your spirit's dry, and God's sweet 
prssence,has disappeared," he said, "deep down inside your heart a river is 
flowing, and somewhere out there, a holy storm is growing.I1 

"It's one thing to believe the Bible is the inerrant and infallible 
word of God," said Elliff, "but it's another thing to go to the well of God 
and let him restore your soul.ll 

-30- 
'by Orville Scott--2 p.m. Wednesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

1 New   rot her hood President 

ATLANTA, June 5--James D. Williams, e<xecutive vice president of the 
Baptist Sunday School Boar 
o f  the Southern Baptist Co ssion Wednesday by 
the agency's trustees, 

yi21iams, chosen to succ 
meetiqg #f the trustees w+ ixth chief 
administrative officer of* 

In accepting the pos 
support, acknowledged the vision for 
the future. 

"I am grateful for th y the board of 
trustees," Williams said. utstanding leadership 
to the Brotherhood Commiss nt of new and 
imaginative approaches to ons involvement, 

- 8  * V '  
"I want the Brotherhood Commission to move forward, building strength 

upon strength, recognizing that u il Jesus comes again our Great 
Commission task is not complete. s 

P 
".I will take every opportuaty to strengthen the Brotherhood 

Commission s partner~hip~x~it-hdWomanl s , ~ i s ~ o p ~ x y ~ ~ n 2 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ b o ~ h  the Home and 
Foreign mission boar~land*irith' : th6~s"taie converit.ioh '~rotheihood network as 
together we help Southern Baptists share the gospel with all of earth's 
people groups." 

The election of the 56-year-old educator and administrator completes 
the work of the search committee charged with the task of presenting a 
presidential candidate to the board. 

Search committee Chairman Wendell Reed of Salem, Va., introduced 
Williams to the trustees and made the recommendation for his election as 
president of the 84-year-old agency. 

1 ~ e e d  cited unanimous. endorsement by the search committee and the 
agency's executive committee as affirmation of Williamst selection as the 1 top candidate for the post. 

"We believe we have sought and found God's man for this positionrl' 
Reed said. "He is a proven administrator, a respected educator and a 
leader. He is the right man for this job." 

Williams comes to his new role with extensive experience in Southern 
Baptist life. As executive vice president of the Sunday School Board, he 
was responsible for providing staff assistance to the president, 
coordinating the work of the executive officer's team in the general 

ration of the board, establishing guidelines for budget development 
rvising the functions of planning, research and communications. 

Prior to taking the Sunday School Board position, he served Southern 
Baptists for 22 years as a teacher and administrator at Southwestern 
~aptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. His seminary tenure 
included stints as professor of adult education and dean of advanced 
studies in the School of Religious Education. He also served as minister of 
education in seven Texas churches during his seminary tenure. 

--more-- 
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The Illinois native's initial ministerial experience came in 1953 as 
minister of music and education at First Baptist Church, Harrisburg, 111, 
He served as minister of education at Ash Creek Baptist Church, Azle, 
Texas, 1956-59; and First Baptist Church, Hurst, Texas, 1959-62, 

Recognized as a leading religious educator in the Southern Baptist 
Convention, he has served as guest lecturer and professor at North Texas 
State University, Presbyterian School of Religious Education in Richmond, 
Va., Spurgeons College in London, Hong Kong Baptist Seminary, Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary and Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Williams' publications include "Guiding Adults1' and ''In The Company of 
Othersu for Convention Press. He has authored numerous curriculum units, 
teaching guides and articles for professional journals and magazines, 

He received his childhood education in his birthplace of Harrisburg, 
Ill., and earned a bachelor of arts degree from Southern Illinois 
University, He holds a master's degree and two doctorates in ~eligious 
education from Southwestern Seminary, A 

The new commission president is married to the former Jo Clayton of 
Harrisburg, Ill, They have one daughter, Jami; two sons, Greg and Jeff; and 
five grandchildren. 

--3o-- 
By Mike Day -- 4:15 pm, Wednesday 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursdav Resolutions 

ATLANTA, June 5--Just an hour before President George Bush speaks to 
the Southern Baptist Convention about "equity in parent day-care choice1* 

- Thursday, messengers will vote on a resolution supporting the President's 
plan for parental choice in education. A 

The resolution, tit ation," will be 
among seven resolutions SBC resolutions 
committee Thursday. 

Another proposed re Storm, " commends 
Bush for his leadership 

These two resolutio e in contrast to 
resolutions passed Wedne h. Messengers 
approved resolutions str inistration for 
granting government fund istians find 
offensive. Two resolutions ;specific ional Endowment for 
the Arts and the Centers 

White House officials ha it the Child Care 
Development Center of Central in downtown Atlanta 
before speaking to the ill provide an 
illustration for the Pr s and value systems, 

Bush has previ~qly advocated federally fynde%+iay-care vouchers that 
could be used in c h U , r $ ~ ~ u 2 ' 3 q ~ ~ P , 1 ~ s ~ r ~ ~ e ~ a 1 s ~ - d h a d  brgg6SSd2givincj parents 
greater freedom to choose where their children are educated. 

The proposed parental choice resolution says Southern Baptists have 
"always affirmed the right of p*arents to educate their children in 
accordance with their religious,convictians" and notes that some Baptist 
parents "are concerned that their public school systems are increasingly 
hostile to Christian  conviction^.^^ 

It cites the President's proposed education reforms which call for tax 
credits for parents with children in private schools. Some educational 
choice programs could "provide an opportunity for parents to exercise their 
First Amendment rights to religious liberty without violating 
constitutional sanctions against the establishment of re1igion,l1 the 
resolution claims. 

It calls for Southern Baptists to encourage tax incentives for 
parental choice in education within the bounds of the First Amendment's ban 
on governmental establishment of religion. 

The proposed Desert Storm resolution says "the cause of freedom, 
democracy and peace was advanced by the diligent and courageous performance 
of duty throughout all segments of our armed services," 

It says Southern Baptists llcommend and salute the President of the 
United States as commander-in-chief of the armed fo~ces.~ 

The five other proposed resolutions are on prayer for release of 
hostages, appreciation for the convention's host city, the American Bible 
Society, the 50th anniversary of the SBC Chaplains Commission and the 
importance of Bib1 reading. 

--more-- 
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Provided there is a quorum (25 per cent of registered messengers), 
messengers will vote on the resolutions at 10:25 a.m. Thursday. Bush is 
Scheduled to speak at 11:45 a.m. 

At last year's convention in New Orleans, La., the final report of the 
resolutions committee could not be acted upon due to lack of a quorum. 
With a registration of approximately 23,300 this year, more than 5,500  
people would be required for a quorum. 

--3o-- 

By Mark wing£ ield-5: 25 p.m. Wednesday 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Brotherhood Breakfast 

ATLANTA, June 5--James H. Smith, who is retiring in three months after 
12 years at the helm of the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission, 
challenged Southern B for emergency 
mission action projec antinue following 
the agency's stated p en and boys in 
missions. 

His remarks brou n 200 people 
gathered at Atlanta ' s od breakfast. 

Smith said his p uthern Baptists 
reflect the "swan son s and "reach forth 
to those things that a g the gospel 
message to areas of th 

The fund would su eing undertaken by 
Southern Baptist volu medical assistance 
to thousands of Kurdi order with Turkey 
and Iran, 

* v *  
"We are already reaching to a world that we have to approach in 

a different manner," Smith ~ai#;AI;~Jpjn~perative that we start 
immediately to develop an emergency ygqdjtfiat least $250,000 to provide 
for situations like the ~ersi_an*?%lf relief effort.'$ 

.T" 7V * 
Smith providPd1 n~,~~fqil%~(q;~fhe 6 b>eakf I 4 x P. A 9 ~ J p  ast 8 3 s  A JJLO*~W f ~ + ~ .  such a fund would 

be raised, or whae- h e r  southern ~k$tist bohrd or agencies might be 
involved. Such action would require SBC Executive Committee approval and 
would be administered by Smith's successor. 

He also urged the Commission to "remember its purpose1' and pattern 
itself after Paul as he "pressed toward the mark, a definite goal, a 
priority, an objective in his life," 

The agency's statement of purpose, "Helping Churches Involve Men and 
Boys in Missions," was developed during Smith's presidency and has served, 
as Smith said, as "the scales on which we weigh everything we have proposed 
to do, 

"I get letters and calls all the time asking us to get involved in the 
fight against pornography, the fight against abortion, all kinds of causes, 
worthy causes, great causes," Smith said. "But I have to come back and say 
our statement of purpose says that our purpose for being is helping 
churches involve men and boys in rnis~ions.~' 

Smith, who is 70, will be serving after his retirement as a Mission 
Service Corps volunteer with the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. H 
will be a liaison to state executive directors for HMB's partnership 
missions program. 

"I want you to know I'll be on the sidelines clapping my hands and 
cheering you on," Smith said, "because the future of Brotherhood work is as 
bright as the promises of God." 

Also on the program, the recipient of the annual National Jerry Clower 
Missions Speakout competition, 10th-grader Warren Kinghorn of Greenville, 
S , C , ,  presented his winning speech, 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hqllinger, News Room Manager 



In addition, a total of 16 Awards of Merit were presented by the 
International Legion of Royal Arnbassadar Leaders. The awards iecogniz~ 
longtime service by adult professionals and laypersons to the  roth her hood 
Corruniseion's program for bays in grades 1-9. --so-- 
By Steve Barber--5~15 p.m. Wednesday 
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Pastors' Conference participants 
urged to be involved 

By Sarah Zimmerman and Pat Cole 

ATLANTA (BP)--America is in desperate need of revival and for 
Christians to be involved in politics, speakers advised at the Southern 
Baptist Pastors' Conference in the Georgia World Congress Center. 

The two-day conference, which attracted 18,000 people, primarily 
pastors, preceded the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention 
scheduled. 

, A n  address by retired Marine Lt. Col. Oliver North stirred the most 
response. People waved American flags and sang patriotic anthems before 
and after his address. 

North, who is appealing his convictions for Iran-Contra deals, urged 
Christians to be involved in government. 

"It is a tragedy that so many Christians have withdrawn from the 
political process," North said, "The First Amendment is designed to 
protect godly people from the government, not the government from godly 
people. " 

As he spoke, at least five people outside the meeting hall protested 
his presence on the program. Jerry Gentry, member of Oakhurst Baptist 
Church in Decatur, Ga., said North's speech supports the merger of 
Christian faith-and politics, which he called idolatry. 

Richard Lee, pastor of Rehoboth Baptist Church in Atlanta and 
president of the Pastors' Conference, said North is controversial to many 
people, "but to the vast majority of us, he's an American patriot." 

Lee noted none of the conference speakers, including North, received 
an honorarium for the program. North typically receives $20,000 to $25,000 
for a speech, representatives of his speakers bureau said. 

Another call for Christians to be involved in government came from 
author and speaker Tim LaHaye of Washington. He said Christians will lose 
their freedoms unless they fight to preserve them. He stressed the need 
for Christian schools as an alternative to public schools, which he called 
the nation's "greatest source of deception." 

--more-- 
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Tony Evans, pastor of Oak Cliff Bible Church in Dallas, also sounded a 
call for Christian involvement in the political process. "Christians are to 
be involved in the social agenda and political agenda, but they are to be 
done from a biblio-centric frame of reference." 

Christians should heed the will of God rather than the positions of a 
particular political party, he said. 

"Jesus doesn't ride the backs of donkeys or elephants," Evans said. 
He rides over both of them." 

Five former SBC presidents -- W.A. Criswell, Adrian Rogers, Jimmy 
Draper, Bailey Smith and Jerry Vines -- also spoke during the Pastors' 
Conference. 

Criswell, senior pastor of First Baptist Church of Dallas, said great 
churches cannot be built without great pastors. A pastor, he said, must 
provide bold and courageous leadership. 

''When I hear some effeminate preacher, I want to crawl up behind him 
surreptitiously and say, 'Boo,' and scare the living daylights out of him, 
Criswell said. 

Too many preachers, he added, "seek a sophistry of cheap, intellectual 
veneer. " 

Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in suburban Memphis, 
reminded the ministers of the evils of immorality. 

"We are never told to fight this sin, we are told to flee this sin," 
Rogers said. 1 

Draper, pastor of First Baptist Church of Euless, Texas, stressed the 
role of Christian martyrs in advancing God's kingdom. He said total 
commitment to God has characterized martyrs from Stephen in the New 
Testament to Lynda Bethea, a Southern Baptist missionary who was killed in 
March by robbers in Kenya. Her husband, Ralph, was severely injured in the 
attack. 

"Death did not make Lynda Bethea a martyr," he said. "It only 
revealed her as a martyr. A martyr has already died to self and the things 
of this world." 

Smith, an Atlanta-based evangelist, said there are too many luke-warm 
churches in the SBC. He noted a denominational study has shown that at 
least 50 percent of SBC churches have plateaued or are in decline. 

Smith blamed the decline on "moderate preaching," "lethargic 
congregations" and "lethal compromise." 

"The problem is some of you have become more dignified than Jesus," he 
said. "Some of you have been motivated into stagnation." 

--more-- 
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Vines, co-pastor of First Baptist Church of Jacksonville, Fla., urged 
pastors to allow God's glory to be manifest in their lives. 

"It is not enough to read the Bible looking for the text for your 
sermon," Vines said. "We need to look for transfiguration that we should 
become less of what we are and more of Jesus Christ." 

To be effective in reaching the world for Christ, Southern Baptists 
need to be open to change, said Ed Young, pastor of Second Baptist Church, 
Houston. Change is risky and costly, Young said, but beneficial changes 
are possible when the plan for change stems from a vision from God. 

Chuck Colson of Washington, said churches need to reject the cultural 
values they have adopted. The author and speaker, who became a Christian 
while serving a prison sentence for his Watergate crimes, said the church 
has adopted society's idea of success -- that bigger is better. 

Colson also noted too many churches are striving only to.please 
people. "The job of the gospel is not to make people happy," he said. 
"The job of the gospel is to make people holy." 

Darrell Gilyard, pastor of Victory Baptist Church in Richardson, 
Texas, urged pastors not "to overlook those little boys and girls who don't 
look like they have any promise at all.'' He pointed out he was abandoned 
early in life by his parents and during his youth was forced to make his 
home under a bridge in Florida. 

"All over America, there are Darrells out there who seem like nobodys 
but they (can) become somebodys when the grace of God invades their livestn 
Gilyard stressed. 

During an address on the doctrine of God's holiness, Paige Patterson, 
president of .Criswell College in Dallas, said doctrine has been emphasized 
little in churches today. 

People who have encountered God's holiness know it has "a harrowing 
effect, healing efficacy and heavenly employment.ll 

Pastors today need to realize "they get to the throne room of God 
through the prayer closet," he said. 

Bill Stafford, a Chattanooga, Tenn.-based evangelist, urged pastors to 
"rekindle the fire" they sensed at their calling. "If God has called you 
to preach, you are in it for the duration," he said. "I am going to die 
with my preaching boots on." 

Jack Graham, pastor of Prestonwood Baptist Church in Dallas challenged 
the pastors to share their faith as fervently as John the Baptist foretold 
the messiah's coming. 

"We are born and born again to say to the world, 'Behold, the lamb of 
God. ' 



6/4/91 Page 4 Baptist Press 

Graham was elected president of the 1992 Pastors' Conference. Other 
officers, all elected by acclamation, include Larry Wynn, pastor of Hebron 
Baptist Church in Dacula, Ga., vice president; and Kenneth Barnett, pastor 
of South Wadsworth Baptist Church in Denver, secretary-treasurer. 

At the conference's final session, Jerry Falwell, pastor of Thomas 
Road Baptist Church in Lynchburg, Va., was invited to address the audience 
briefly. Falwell, an independent Baptist, had not been listed on the 
printed program. 

He said the social problems of America had changed radically since the 
1950s when he finished Bible college. At that time, drug abuse, abortion, 
pornography and New Age religion had not yet made a major impact on 
society, he said. 

If Christians stand firm and do not l'flin~h,~* the gospel can be 
preached to the world and many of the nation's social problems can be 
overcome by the turn of the century, Falwell predicted. 

--3o-- 

SBC Forum Baptist Press 
hears Martin By Mark Wingfield 6/4/91 

ATLANTA (BP)--In the final meeting of the Southern Baptist Forum, 
about 200 people heard fired Baptist Press editor Dan Martin give a 
personal testimony he claimed his critics never asked to hear. 

Martin, now pastor of Ledger Baptist Church in Bakersville, N.C., was 
discharged by the Southern Baptist Convention's Executive Committee as 
Baptist Press news editor in July 1990, along with A1 Shackleford, v ice  
president for public relations. 

Martin was the keynote speaker at the meeting of Baptist moderates 
June 3 at Wieuca Road Baptist Church in Atlanta. 

A t  this seventh annual meeting of the Forum, participants voted to 
dissolve the organization and give its assets to the newly formed 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. 

"I am a Baptist by choice, not by birth," Martin said. "I am a 
product of Baptist missions." 

He related how he had become a Christian through the witness of a 
Baptist home missionary in Brighton, Colo., 29 years ago. 

!'I was a drunk, I was not far from losing my job and my wife was about 
to leave me," he said. "My life was a shambles. It's a wonder I didn't 
end up dead or in the penitentiary." 

Because his wife had been raised in a Southern Baptist church, Martin 
said he finally sought a Baptist church when he reached his breaking point. 
l'1 decided there might be some help for me ... so I called the police 
station to ask if there were a Southern Baptist church in town." 

--more-- 
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He found a small mission, where the last day of a revival was under 
way. That night, Martin said, he walked the aisle to profess faith in 
Jesus Christ and was baptized. 

"I don't remember who the preacher was, but I do remember he was 
preaching the agape love of God -- that he loves you no matter where you've 
been or what you've done." 

. - 
Martin said he went home, poured out all the liquor in his house and 

began a new life. "Nobody but me and God believed what had happenedfti he 
said. 

As Martin matured in his newfound faith, he said he felt called to a 
full-time ministry and enrolled in Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. He later worked for the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas and the Southern-~aptist Home Mission Board before 
becoming news editor at Baptist Press in 1980. 

'*I am proud I had the opportunity to work for Southern Baptists for 17 
yearstw Martin said. "I'm glad I had an opportunity to repay some of what 
Southern Baptists have given me. 

"I would do it all over again, even if I knew the outcome and the 
outcome were the same." 

"The 200 or so of you gathered here know more about who I am as a 
spiritual being than the SBC Executive Committee," Martin said at the 
conclusion of his testimony. "They never asked.n 

"No member of the Executive Committee ever asked me to preach in his 
church. No one ever asked me ko teach in his church. And to quote Paige 
Patterson (presidekt of Criswell College), never was I even asked to lead 
in silent prayer. lt 

Martin said he did give his testimony'at a state convention meeting 
one time where an Executive Committee member was present. "When I got 
through, all he said was, 'Why didn't you introduce me?' 

"The Southern Baptist Convention has come to an awful state ... when 
we cannot rejoice in the testimony of a brother or sister who has come to 
know Jesus Christ in a personal way." 

Martin said he could have told the Executive Committee about his 
commitment to Jesus Christ and about his commitment as a journalist, but 
they never asked about either. 

"They called me, but mostly to accuse," he reported. ''One Executive 
Committee member, who is now an officer, wrote me a letter demanding that I 
repent of Baptist Press.'' 

Martin told the group he feels like he is now "at the end of a long, 
painful, difficult divorce. 

--more-- 
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"I have come on a symbolic journey" this week, he explained. "I have 
come on a journey in which I am saying goodbye to the Southern Baptist 
Convention." 

Apparently many other former participants in the Forum had said 
goodbye to the SBC as well, as attendance at the meeting was down to only 
about 200. The group had 2,400 people at its first meeting in 1984 and 
filled large covention halls in subsequent years. 

"We are not chagrined about the size of our attendance," Forum 
steering committee Chairman John Hewett told the group. "It says a lot 
about the participation of our kind of people in the convention this week." 

Hewett, pastor of First Baptist Church of Asheville, N . C . ,  last month 
was elected moderator of Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. 

After about 15 minutes of discussion, Forum participants voted to 
accept the recommendation of their steering committee to dissolve the 
Forum. 

The Forum had been incorporated in 1987, primarily because of the need 
to secure insurance when renting large meeting halls, Hewett explained. 

The Forum steering committee proposed a resolution that the 
corporation be dissolved and its assets be used to pay all outstanding 
debts with the remainder to be given to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. 
The transfer of funds would be designated for expenses of the new group's 
annual convocation, Hewett explained, because that meeting most closely 
parallels what the Forum was about. 

Hewett said the Forum currently has assets of $6,000 to $ 8 , 0 0 0 .  
-. 

Several participants expressed concern about discontinuing the annual 
meeting prior to the SBC. "I'm from a church that's going to continue to 
send me to the SBC," one pastor said. "It's going to be mighty lonely if 
there's not some type of forum (for moderates)." 

Ben Loring, pastor of First Baptist Church of Amarillo, Texas, 
presented an amendment to the resolution that asks the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship to "provide a vehicle for fellowship and discussion in 
conjunction with the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention." 

Immediately after the resolution was adopted, the steering committee 
recommendation passed unanimously. 

--3o-- 
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Kewett speaks Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship mission edeavors 

By Mark Wingfield 

ATLANTA (BP)--Eleven issues distinguish mission efforts planned by 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship from what is currently being done by the 
Southern Baptist home and foreign mission boards, John Hewett said. 

Hewett, moderator of Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, spoke to about 
200 people attending the final meeting of the SBC Forum prior to the 
Southern Baptist Convention's annual meeting. 

In May, about 6,000 Southern Baptist moderates gathered in Atlanta to 
form Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and give approval to alternative plans 
for missions funding and missions sending. 

Hewett read from a document prepared in conjunction with Alan Neely, 
chairman of the fellowship's missions task force and professor of missions 
at Princeton Theological Seminary. 

He listed these 11 distinctives: 

-- One sending agency with no distinction between home and foreign 
missions. 

-- An administrative structure that is small and simple, 
-- Work measured by quality, not by number of missionaries sent or 

number of countries served. 

-- All ministries regarded as equally important, with no criteria that . . 
missionaries divide their work according to any formula. 

-- Acceptance of qualified individuals who are divorced or ordained 
females . 

-- Missionaries working under the auspices of national conventions. 
-- Field decisions made in conjunction with nationals and other 

mission groups working in the area. 

-- No requirement to sign or affirm a belief statement written by 
someone else. 

-- Sending of vocational missionaries only until the time when 
nationals can assume the work themselves. 

-- Baptists native to other countries will be sent. 

-- When personnel changes are necessary, missionaries will be told why 
and helped to retool and relocate. 

--3o-- 
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Lack of funds is barrier to 
Family Ministry Task Force By Terri Lackey 

ATLANTA (BP)--A seven-member Family Ministry Task Force appointed 
earlier this year by Morris Chapman, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, to help cure the ills of the family has run into a glitch. 

It has no money. 

In a meeting, prior to the SBC, the task force discussed tactics 
ranging from uplifting to pastors the important needs of families to 
marching out and witnessing to prostitutes, the underprivileged or people 
with AIDS. But when it came down to setting i t s  next meeting, no budget 
was available to provide the group with transportation to a common 
gathering place. 

For two hours the group addressed the needs of the family before it 
discovered, without a budget, it could do nothing more than alert Southern 
Baptists to what is presently available. 

Failing to distribute resources to those outside the Southern Baptist 
circumference is what task force member Suzzane Groce said she sees as part 
of the problem. 

"I see our churches as boxes that imprison the good news," said Groce, 
a member of North Central Baptist Church, in Gainesville, Fla., and a 
former missionary to Ethiopia. 

."We don't seem to get the good news out where the bad news is," she 
said. "1 see our society as bleeding and dying. 

"Man, Southern Baptists are just missing it ," said Groce, who 
advocates taking the gospel out to residents of tenement housing, 
prostitutes, people with AIDS "or anybody who doesn't come to church." 

Charles Lowery, pastor of Hoffmantown Baptist Church in Albuquerque, 
N.M., and chairman of the task force, suggested Southern Baptists "have got 
to get our families right first so they can minister to those people." 

Doug Anderson, director of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board's 
family ministry department and consultant to the task force, said, "One of 
the things Southern Baptists do well is lift high the virtue of a Christian 
home. 

"southern Baptists have a great deal to offer a world more or less 
turned off by church. We just have to figure out how to get the message 
out. " 

Several task force members questioned Anderson on the role 
associational leaders take in getting the word to churches about available 
resources on the family. 

--more-- 



6/4/91 Page 9 Baptist Press 

"It's just the individual director of mission's perception of 
priorities," Anderson said. "New church starts, evangelization, Sunday 
school growth and missions development are all a part of the DOM's job. 
They just don't see family ministry." 

Anderson said the committee has the power to "call persons in our 
convention to give in concert a message that we need to focus on the 
f ami ly . . .  

Anderson said to do that committee members "could utilize every 
speaking engagement to highlight the family." 

A second way to uplift the importance of a strong family, Anderson 
said, is to develop a network of key convention personalities who would 
speak on the family at every opportunity. 

Lowery said he would contact task force members on a second meeting 
date and place after he approached Chapman to consider a budget for the 
group. 

Other task force members include Kay Moore, a member of First Baptist 
Church of Nashville and a freelance writer and conference speaker; Charles 
Page, pastor of First Baptist Church of Charlotte, N.C.; Tom King, minister 
of family enrichment/singles at First Baptist Church of Wichita Falls, 
Texas; Ron Mumbower, counselor/family minister at First Baptist Church of 
Jackson, Miss.; and Jay Wolf, newly elected pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Montgomery, Ala. . . 

- -3o--  

Directors of missions hear of Baptist Press 
controversy; change name By Tim Nicholas . . 6/4/91 

ATLANTA (BP)--Addresses on the effect of denominational controversy, 
truth and hope, the death of churches and the revelation of the gospel 
highlighted the annual Southern Baptist Conference of Associational 
Directors of Missions June 2 and 3. 

Milton Ferguson, president of Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Kansas City, Mo., described the impact of the denominational 
controversy, while Roy Honeycutt, president of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Ky., stressed the importance of staying faithful to 
the truth. 

Henry Blackaby, director of prayer and spiritual awakening for the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board lamented the death of Southern Baptist 
churches. Outgoing conference President Russell Bennett of Louisville's 
Long Run Baptist Association, emphasized the variety of ways the gospel 
message is revealed. 

In business sessions, the directors of missions elected officers, 
adopted a budget and changed the name of their organization. 

--more-- 
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The new president is Glenn Hickey of Pulaski Baptist Association, 
Little Rock, Ark. First vice president is Larry Martin, Greater.Boston 
Baptist Association; second vice president, Kenneth Chadwick, Salt Lake 
Baptist and Rainbow Canyon Baptist Associations, Salt Lake City; secretary, 
Carver Tensley, Northwest Indiana Baptist Association, Gary, Ind.; 
treasurer, John Dent, Beaverdam Baptist Association, Seneca, S.C.; and 
newsletter editor, Kenneth Glass, Galveston, (Texas), Baptist Association. 

. . 
The group adopted a 1991-92 budget of $10,400, approved a 

constitutional change that limits its president to a one-year term and 
changed the organization's name from the Southern Baptist Associational 
Directors of Missions Conference to the Southern Baptist Conference of 
Associational Directors of Missions. 

"Our Southern Baptist family is a family in trouble," said Ferguson. 
"The fallout of the last 12 to 15 years is beginning to take its'toll 
emotionally, physically and even intellectually,~ 

Ferguson said people in state Baptist conventions who work with 
ministerial concerns report their work has doubled or tripled. He said he 
had no magic solutions but that he has learned some things. 

"We will not be healed, we will not come through this family tragedy 
if we deny the pain," he said. "It would be foolish to deny that good 
people are being hurt. Let's ask God to give us the strength and grace to 
look reality in the eye -- to suffer the pain, acknowledge it and walk 
through it." 

The SBC always has had controversy, Ferguson noted, "but never in its 
history (has it) resorted to denigration and destruction allegedly to fill 
the will of God. God won't bless it." -. 

Honeycutt led in two Bible studies, one on truth and the other on 
hope. 

"Let's stay faithful to the truth," Honeycutt said. "We are sadly 
mistaken if we think we can win the world with the leftover pieces of our 
lives. " 

He added, '$1 finally came to believe that unity in our work does not 
depend on every part coming together. Perhaps we can be fellow workers if 
we can see unity in the person of Jesus Christ." 

--3o-- 

Campus Ministers hear integrity 
and reconciliation possible By Tom Strode 

Baptist Press 
6/4/91 

ATLANTA (BP)--Southern Baptist campus ministers were t o l d  both  
integrity and reconciliation are possible amidst conflict during their two- 
day conference preceding t h e  annual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 
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"Reconcilers Amidst the Conflicts" was the theme of Association of 
Southern Baptist Campus Ministers meeting June 3 and 4 at Emory University. 
Conference registrants totaled 49, a sharp drop from last year. 

Walker Knight, publisher of SBC Today, told participants how he has 
struggled to maintain integrity through about 30 years of service in 
different areas of Southern Baptist life. SBC Today, founded by Knight and 

..other moderate Southern Baptists in 1983, is to be renamed Baptists Today 
in August. 

The first conflict Knight used as an example was his relationship with 
administrators during his years as director of editorial services for the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. He saw himself as a ''change agent," 
especially in the area of race relations, when he joined the HMB staff in 
the early 1960s, Knight said. 

His editorials and leadership of an HMB publication in calling for SBC 
churches to open their doors to black people resulted in criticism from 
state leaders and readers, a decrease in subscriptions and admonishments 
from administrators, Knight said. He chose to hold on to his editorial 
freedom-while making certain he did not give supervisors other reasons for 
removing him, Knight said. The HMB's concern was for "another truth ... 
cooperation," he said. 

He told participants an experience since starting SBC Today had shown 
him the quest for integrity sometimes involves friends. 

"After less than two years of this exodus pilgrimage, I was visited by 
a committee of moderate leaders who had come to tell me that they did not 
feel like I was taking as forthright a stand against fundamentalism and the 
fundamentalist leaders as they'would like," Knight said. He told them he 
did not want to produce a publication like the Southern Baptist Journal, a 
newspaper produced by a conservative, nor did he want to make attacks on 
individuals, he said, 

Knight said he believes "each truth has many sides. I do not say that 
our fundamentalist protagonists do not have integrity, only that they hold 
to a different truth than I do." 

Noel Leo Erskine, associate professor of theology and ethics at Emory 
University's Candler School of Theology, said there were three things that 
kept Martin Luther King Jr., the slain civil rights leader, on the road to 
reconciliation. He said the same "landmarkstf keep such dreams alive today. 

He said those truths, nurtured in King by the black church, are: (1) 
there is a "moral order in the universe," (2) a belief in the participation 
of God in history and (3) the "worth of the individual." 

Also addressing conference participants on conflict were Nancy 
Ammerman, associate professor of sociology of religion at the Candler 
School of Theology, and Donald Wells, chairman of the political science 
department at West Georgia College. 

--more-- 
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The attendance was less than half of what it has been in most of the 
recent meetings. It had averaged about 100 to 120 registrants the last few 
years, ASBCM President Woody Hammett said. He cited a drop in attendance 
at the SBC meeting and economic factors for the lower attendance. 

Randy Deering, area director for student ministries in Orange County, 
Calif., was elected 1991-92 president. Other officers are president-elect, 
Kyle Klemcke, Stephen F. Austin University; vice president/programs, David 
Kemerling, University of Texas-Austin; vice president/administration, Judy 
Bailey, University of Richmond; vice president/membership, Alton Harpe, 
West Point; and vice president/publications, Glenn McCoy, Eastern New 
Mexico University. 

--3o-- 

SBC Ministers' Wives 
elect new officers 

Baptist Press 
6/4/91 

ATLANTA (BP)--Members of the Southern Baptist Ministers' Wives 
recognized new officers during the group's annual luncheon June 4. 

The officers for 1992 are Nancy Sullivan of Jacksonville, Fla., 
president; Barbara Riley of Plainfield, Ind., vice president; Linda Myers 
of Hendersonville, Tenn., recording secretary-treasurer; and Joyce Thoinnet 
of Yukon, Okla., corresponding secretary. 

--3o-- 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Southern Seminary Luncheon ye  
. * * * C 

; ' - .  , 5 5 .-- 
ATLANTA, June 5--The president of *louthern"Baptist Theological .- 

Seminary characterized the ~ouis%ille, Ky., school's situation Wednesday as 
"on a spectrum between ChickenSLittle on the one-side and Pollyanna on the 
other. " *'* 

* Z 

* .. * '.. \ . ' - 
. , 

The correct assessment of the seminary lies somewhere between 
despairing pessimism and unbridled optimism, seminary President Roy L. 
Honeycutt told more than 800 people at the'schoolis annual alumni and 
friends luncheon, Alumni should "dispel and put to deathtv extreme 
evaluations of the school's circumstances, he said. 

Honeycutt said he regretted that some professors recently have decided 
to leave the faculty to accept positions elsewhere. However, he noted that 
only two of the school's 75 tenured faculty'members have resigned this 
spring. He urged the alumni to remember that-many competent professors are 

, . still teaching at the seminary. . . , lr 

The "covenantn document approved by the school's faculty and trustees 
is Itimportant for this year and for.years ahe-ad," Honeycutt said, noting 
that the covenant was approved by 87 percent of each group. In the 
covenant, faculty and trustees agreed to fill future faculty openings with 
"conservative evangelical scholars."- , - . - -  . . 

" 

- +. L. . "  - t - .  I_ .. . 

Honeycutt expressed optimism the seminary will be able to attract 
"outstanding persons who will make significant contributions to this 
institution and will not erode the quality." 

The dialogue among trustees, faculty and the administration has 
created a "free zone of reconciliation" that can build trust, he said. The 
process, he noted, has been characterized by "peacemaking initiatives." 

Despite having to deal with a denominational controversy, Honeycutt 
said, the seminary has maintained a steady enrollment and has nearly 
tripled its endowment. Since 1982, the seminary's endowment has climbed 
from $14 million to $41 million, he said. 

The seminary also was able in 1990 to complete its $12 million campus 
center without having to borrow any money, he said. He described the center 
as "the most outstanding student facility I have ever seen." 

At the close of the meeting, the alumni elected James Graves, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, St. Petersburg, Fla., as president-elect of the 
school's national alumni association. 

--3o-- 

By Pat Cole--6:15 p.m. Wednesday 

SBC News Room (404) 222.5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 
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For Immediate Release 

Midwestern Seminary Alumni Luncheon 

ATLANTA, June 5--Maurice and Laurie Graham, Southern Baptist 
missionaries to Kuwait, shared their testimonies with 180 alumni and 
friends of Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary Wednesday at the 
institution's annual alumni luncheon. 

r) 

Graham, a 1975 master of divin~t?'~raduate of Midwestern in Kansas 
City, Mo., his wife and two sons,'lAaron and peter, were trapped in the 
Middle Eastern country last August'when Iraqi troops invaded, 

.<- -, % 

I .  -, 

Mrs. Graham told the luncheon crowd that or; .the first day of the 
invasion, Iraqi soldiers entered their home several times. In the 
afternoon, a group of soldiers came who "were rougher than the others1' and 
held Maurice at gunpoint. 

"As I stood in terror, not knowing what to do, God intervened," she 
said. When Aaron, who was then 10, began to cry, a soldier allowed Mrs. 
Graham to go to him and comfort him. Soon after&that, the soldiers left. 

I -, * < *- 

Graham then urged his family and several kriends who were with them to 
leave the area. They grabbed knapsacks that they previously had packed 
with two changes of clothes and started to leave -- when another group of 
soldiers came in. Just after they entered, the Graham's telephone rang and 
the soldiers ripped the phone cord from the wall, cutting off the family's 
contact with the outside world. ,- - .  - +. . i 

> w r-rc  

Fortunately, Mrs. Graham said, these. soldiers were hungry and bored, 
and they left after a time. It was then that the Grahams were able to get 
to their car outside and get away: They swept broken glass from the car 
seats, remnants of their' 'car windows that were shot out by Iraqi bullets, 
then made their way through the city. 

"We were the only people.out driving, and we drove through many 
troops," Mrs. Graham shared, "but it was as if they did not even see us. 
It was as if a cloud of angels were surrounding us and protecting us as we 
drove through the city. We arrived in safety at the home of a friend who 
worked at the U.S. Embassy." 

Soon after that, the Grahams joined a number of other Americans who 
took shelter in the U.S. Embassy. 

Mrs. Graham and her sons were allowed to leave Kuwait in September 
with a plane load of American and British citizens. However, her husband 
remained behind at the U.S. Embassy compound with other Americans and was 
not allowed to evacuate the country until December. 

Graham described life at the embassy during those last three months, 
when the electricity was cut off by Iraqi soldiers and the food supply for 
the 27 people in the compound dwindled to a steady diet of tuna and rice. 
The Americans dug a well for water and planted a garden. 

. Graham said the group was prepared for U.S. soldiers to storm the 
embassy to free them, and each was aware there might be no survivors from 
such a maneuver. 

"Many of us read Old Testament stories, like the one about Daniel in 
the lion's den, and we'd think, 'Wow! Those axe great stories!"' Graham 
told the luncheon crowd. "But when you experience God personally in such a 
powerful way -- that God really did intervene and really did make a 
difference in your life, then you look at those Bible stories in a 
different way. You understand why they were recorded," 
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Graham continued, "The Bible is alive and well. It has things to tell 
us about who we are and who God is. God uses ordinary people in 
extraordinary ways -- not because of who we are, but because of who he is. 

"As you serve in your place of ministry, remember that God is standing 
there with you," Graham emphasized. "Many times during those darkest days 
in Kuwait, I knew without a shadow of a doubt that Jesus was right there 
with me. Jesus does not promise us that everything is always going to turn 
out OK, but he does promise that he will always be with us." 

A l s o  during the luncheon, Midwestern's 1991 alumni of the year and 
honorary alumni were recognized. 

Alumni of the year included Robert L. Perry, executive director of 
Mount Vernon Baptist Association, Annandale, Va., and William L. Womack 
Sr., a Southern Baptist missionary to the Caribbean who served as visiting 
professor of missions at Midwestern during the 1990-91 academic year while 
on furlough. 

Perry received the master of divinity degree from Midwestern in 1971 
and the doctor of ministry degree in 1980. Womack earned the master of 
divinity degree from the seminary in 1971 and the doctor of ministry degree 
in 1983. 

Honorary alumni included William B. Coble, senior professor of New 
Testament and Greek at Midwestern; J. Truett Gannon, pastor of Smoke Rise 
Baptist Church in Stone Mountain, Ga. ,  and a former MBTS trustee; and G. 
Hugh Wamble, professor of church history at Midwestern since 1959. 

During a brief business session, Robert W. Webb was named alumni 
association president-elect. He is pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Maryville, Mo., and is a 1969 master of divinity graduate of Midwestern. 

Don Kammerdiener, executive vice president of the Foreign Mission 
Board in Richmond, Va., began duties as 1991-92 alumni president. He is a 
1962 master of divinity graduate of Midwestern. 

--3o-- 

By Brenda J. Sanders--5:40 p.m. Wednesday 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Executive Committee Election 

\-kc G 
ATLANTA, June 5--David Hankin~<~pastoi,%£,Trinity Baptist Church in 

Lake Charles, La., was elect'ed-chairmanko£ ' thk,y~outhern Baptist Convention 
Executive Committee during its' organizationa1;:meeting Wednesday afternoon. 

,u *..a 
L" ' *T.. Hankins was unopposed Lfor+the ofzice along with Fred Wolfe, pastor of 

Cottage Hill Baptist church in Mobile,:'Ala., who-was elected as vice 
* ' + ,  , + .- 

chairman. J ,  - , > f.. 
. . ..> *Zb ;A:, 

? ;'> 
La": .J 

Eldridge Miller, pastor of First &tist Church of Sallisaw, Okla., 
was elected recording secretary, % He defeated two-bther candidates -- Stan 
Coffey, pastor of  an Jacinto Baptist Church of karillo, Texas, and Newton 
Brill, a layman from ~es't' Plains MO. ;;-.,;:' 5 '?<' . , 4 . ',-. .. , , -,, Y,,,& \5- . \ 

A *\ . * 
Julian Motley was elected Monday to +chair;-the search committee seeking 

a successor to Executive Committeespresident and treasurer Harold Bennett. 
* > *  ; j;y,i. , 

- 9 4  .. , , 4  
Bennett announced June 3 hGXwill retire Oct. 1, 1992. -.-.- 

I 

"I personally regret it is"n~cessar"y:*for Dr. Bennett to retire and 
step aside from this position,:,: said Motley.' "He is a master of fairness 
and integrity, l1 

p * - - 7  
3 8 -*FJk-'-c:A? ,". T-2: .*y7 7K: $* yn -c:: : <: ~'L.,T,~ ., -y, ,-2 

Motley asked for -input from Executive 'Committee -members about 
candidates and qualifications. 

"I believe God's will is not something to be decided but something to 
be discovered," said Motley. 

Other members of the search committee are Coffey; Hankins; Wolfe; 
Doyle Collins of Roseburg, Ore,; Ronnie Floyd of Springdale, Ark.; Gwyna 
Parker of Taylor, Texas; Guy Sanders of Lake Wales, Fla.; Simon Tsoi of 
Phoenix, Ariz.; and Joe Warwick of Knoxville, Tenn. 

--3o-- 
By Linda Lawson-6:45 a.m. Wednesday 

i 
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CORRECTION . -  T 

In the Wednesday Elections s tory ,  . i n  the -last paragraph, change the 
name to David Atchison. 

- ,  

Thanks 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



For Immediate Release 
f l  

Southeastern Alumni Luncheon 4 7 . -  .- , .. ; + \ I  j<* ,y7\x 
n '. ) &  .---# - 

ATLANTA, June 5 -- #!since a-+journey.-always means changing 
situations, the church ,in?the next century--will change greatly 
from its present forms and its use of energies'and  resource^,^^ 
John Eddins, professor.of theology-at southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary,-.told 180 alumni and friends Wednesday at 
the annual luncheon'of the theological institution. -- 

Eddins said that**lil~n the church'of ~esus~~hrist all are 
called to be evangelists and all called equally to proclaim and 
live the substance of the gospel; It is the function of the 
church to become Christ to the neighbor and to make present the 
Kingdom of God through the church's way of being in the world. 

, r . *. -. / - ,*- J s .  r . * i , i  : 
I1Whether or not the 'church *will,be the church of the 21st 

century depends on our authentic responses to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The limitation is'not'on God's part but on ours and on 
our part alone. God freely-and joyfully gives the kingdom -- 
each individual is responsible+for himself or herself for 
accepting or rejecting the,gift-of God.## 

h- 

Eddins said the true-church of the 21st century would be 
'Ithe church which~b~comes~transparent~to~the revelation in Jesus 
Christ through loving deeds and words fitly chosen and kindly 
spoken.It r 

In closing, Eddins said, "For the rest of my life, which I 
hope extends far into -the 21st century, I am going to try to put 
love and hate into a redemptive perspective and to give the edge 
to love. will you join me?" 

As pact of the initial unveiling of the New ~rnerican 
Commentary, Lewis A. Drummond, Southeastern president, was 
presented a copy of the commentary by Tom Clark on behalf of 
Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn. 

In a business session, the alumni elected their 1990-91 
officers. They are Leon Smith, president; Billy Cline, 

president-elect; Chester llSonnyll Holmes, secretary: Carl Heilman, 
local member of the executive committee: and Grover Blackburn, 
chairman of the: executive committee. 

--3o-- 

By Paul Brock, 6 : 5 5  p.m., Wednesday 
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For Immediate Release 

Action on motions, Wednesday evening 

ATLANTA, June 5--Messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention annual 
meeting elected Lewis Drummond to preach'next year's annual sermon. - ' *  1 L ]!JU+->%< ' .h4. , e b  

Drummond is president of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Wake Forest. N.C. Elected as alternate preacher"fo;$he annual sermon was 
James W. Jones, evangelism and Brotherhood directorhthe Baptist State 
Convention of Michigan. ~ack'price from Garland, Texas, was elected 
convention music director;,He was also convention y music director this year, 

--- " I < - 
Messengers agreed to discuss two motions Thursday morning. Other 

motions made during the annual meeting were referred to SBC agencies or 
committees or ruled out of order. 

7 .  ' - 7 

.> j. 

. "  
_ * - ,  

The two motions to be discussed concern sharing the plan of salvation 
during the Thursday morning meeting and an alt'ernate means of voting on SBC 

- ,  - business. , , . , . J , ~ r  ..) + - , 
.*5_ - ,' ?*,;".+ >,; * 

Sharing the plan of ~a1vatio~;ad'recdmmended due to the large number 
of people expected to be present--,-to-hear the address from President George 
Bush. . . . ,*- 

--3 ,-,, r.: + I  ""5 . . 
-,, ,J .. +j-., > *  

The alternative voting procedure-would require copies of all SBC 
business to be mailed to each Southern Baptist church. Messengers from each 
church could vote on the business and-return their ballots by mail. 

. - -  A > "  * " "L *.r - . " s , ... -. ,. . . .... 

Messengers also 
Week to Associations 
church organizations 
June. 

voted to change the name of Associational Emphasis 
1 Mission Week and to delete the week of planning by 
and leadership training from the calendar emphasis in 

--3o-- 

By Sarah Zimmerman -- 8:05 p.m. Wednesday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



For Immediate Release 

James Williams News Conference 

ATLANTA, June 5--In a news conference hours after his election as 
- Brotherhood Commission president, James Williams said he hopes to ''bring 

the Brotherhood Commission to the denominational table." 
5 *jJrp \ \  { ! * r-. 

A £  ter identifying several ,+st;en&ths 'bi *t'hk'-~em~his-based Brotherhood 
Commission, Williams said a weakness is that many' Southern Baptists "don' t 
see the Brotherhood ~ommission~as having that much strength. " 

, . ".I:* - ,  -1 

He conceded that. the.\ missions ag&$ for men 'and 'boys is often 
perceived as a stepchild among larger,'-more influential SBC entities. - 

"I'd like to help change that,'' he told reporters. "I want to work 
hard to see that everyone understands the purpose of the Brotherhood 
Commission. I want to work hard to give strong, very visible leadership in 
the convention. . . 

> "  ,.,,,* 

The 56-year-old Illinois 'native was elected ".to the post unanimously 
Wednesday afternoon during a called-meeting~of Brotherhood Commission 
trustees. Currently he is executive vice president of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board in Nashville, Tenn. '"'- +*. + ;. ' 

- + 

Williams will assume his responsibilities in Memphis, Tenn., Sept. 15. 
He replaces James Smith, who is retiring., 

"I want the Brotherhood Commission to move forward, building strength 
" . r upon strength, " he said, : ."- % : --: . *+ s- . A -+ - . -  I ," ... 

One of the strengths of the commission is its ability to respond to 
needs for volunteers quickly, Williams said. 

"One of the things that attracted me to the Brotherhood Commission is 
volunteerism. I have been impressed that the Brotherhood Commission can 
turn around on a dime and respond to volunteer opportunities." 

Williams said he is Itvery impressed" with the cornmission~s staff but 
would anticipate some staff reorganization in the future. This would be 
accomplished in a "timely fashion" and in consultation with staff after 
determining long-term priorities, he explained. 

In comparison to the large staff of the Sunday School Board, the 
Brotherhood Commission is "mean and lean,'' he noted. "The Brotherhood 
Commission is able to respond in a more timely way, and I want to build 
upon that." 

Further, Williams said he was "attracted by the entrepreneurial spirit 
of the staff, trustees and state directors," 

citing an l'explosion of mission opportunities around the world," 
Williams said he hopes to lead the commission into a prime position to 
respond with volunteers. 

"Southern Baptists, when they know the challenge and opportunity, will 
respond. " 

Williams suggested the Brotherhood Commission must increase its 
revenue and focus on new kinds of products. 

... .. ..---- 
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"We want products to meet the needs of consumers," he said, noting he 
intends to begin a "careful study of materials like Awana and see what we 
can do to meet the needs of those folks who are being touched by those type 
materials." 

Awana is a non-Southern Baptist program for children that some SBC 
churches have adopted in place of Brotherhood Commission and Woman's 
Missionary Union programs. 

Williams said the commission will "continue to give support to 
Southern Baptist cooperative missions, to the Cooperative Program and to 
the two annual missions offerings. 

"We will be in prayerful support of our elected Southern Baptist 
Convention leadershipIM he said. "We will continue to relate to and 
support all churches o f  the Southern Baptist Convention." 

Williams said his life had been shaped by involvement in Royal 
Ambassadors as a child, It was at an RA camp in Illinois that he first 
heard God's call to full-time Christian ministry, he said. 

He explained further involvement in missions education and action, 
most recently his participation in Scripture distribution in the Soviet 
Union. 

--3o-- 
By Mark Wingfield--8:15 p.m. Wednesday 
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Registration by states ':" - ' ::* - ' *  5 --. 
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ATLANTA. June 5--~eor&i$ brough messengers to the 1991 
Southern Baptist Convention..in Atlan ,400 registered as of 
Wednesday night. ' . 

4 
-, 

4 .  

The 23,428 messengers registere p.m. Wednesday make this 
yearts convention the sixth largest in SBC.history. 

" . = 
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'% "-'* . ' 9 "  
Estimates of registration by state were released by registration 

secretary Lee Porter of ~ashvil1e";enn." An audited registration report 
will be available in approximately six weeks. 

a --. * &,,-,4- "*? >#-- 
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Here are estimated registration figures-by state: 
+ 

Alabama -- 2,100; Alaska -- 40; Arizona-- 60; Arkansas -- 600; 
California -- 200; Colorado' ----40;'~onnecticut"--- lO;.Delaware -- 5; D.C. 
-- 10; Florida -- 1,400; Hawaii -- 15; Idaho -- 8; Illinois -- 300; 

Indiana -- 150; Iowa -- 25; Kansas -- 75; Kentucky -- 1,100; Louisiana 
-- 700; Maine -- 3; Marland -- 235; Massachusetts -- 8; Michigan -- 65; 
Minnesota -- 15; Mississippi -- 1,100; Missouri -- 600; 

Montana -- 5; Nebraska -- 10; Nevada -- 45; New Hampshire -- 1; New 
Jersey -- 20; New Mexico -- 110; New York -- 50; North Carolina -- 2,300; 
North Dakota -- 7; Ohio -- 270; 

Oklahoma -- 450; Oregon -- 20; Pennsylvania -- 40; Puerto Rico -- 3; 
Rhode Island -- 3; South Carolina -- 2,100; South Dakota -- 20; Tennessee 
-- 1,800; Texas -- 1,750; Utah -- 20; Vermont -- 1; Virginia -- 1,000; 
Washington -- 15; West Virginia -- 90; Wisconsin -- 10; Wyoming -- 12. 

--3o-- 

By Mark Wingfield--8:55 p.m. Wednesday 
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For Immediate Release 

New Orleans Alumni Luncheon 

ATLANTA, June 5--The 1990-91 school year was the best year ever at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary<ff_or+_alumni gifts to the seminary, 
President Landrum P. Leavell I1 toJd rqoie'than?550 persons Wednesday at a 
luncheon for alumni and friends' :)= JQ *'Fa i'j 

- k d  6 
Recounting accompllshmen~s made at the serniqary,during the past year, 

Leavell described the seminary's 121 long~range goals_which will "bring the 
seminary into the 21st ce$triry.':'~~?,~~~~ioved by the trustees in March, the 
goals include increasing endowments-and ?full-time =nrollment. 

; ;::,.s. - 
7 ,  ,...A rgg$ Q'J j 

With the seminary's 75th anniversary:less than-a:year away, a goal of 
$7.2 million has been set tojibe raised between 199lV*and the year 2000. The 
income from the interest will, endow a ,new:chair each'year, with "the 
possibility of every faculty-ch~ir*being~en~owed,',',~eavell I said. 

, y \ ,,. ;h . - - - "?.A 2*sAE&J \ 
1 

Charles Lowry was chosen,fl-i,is year asgire6Gr of the seminary's 
Center for Evangelism and Ch~rch~Growth. C~helfirst of its kind in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, the ce%ter.'will be )in business this fall, 
Leavell said. The center will contain.everything that has been written and 
produced on the subject of church.growth, Leavell announced. 

:$:\ Q-q -y 
The latest computer software,will,be~available to solve individual 

(church) problems, he added, using demographic information from specific 
church fields, such-as the arears median age,.-income,. and projected growth 
rate. fTL:blyL,. q y { - ] \ ; x 4 - e l - &  jJ-c, A >& 

.- 
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"We're going to be there to help you reach large segments of your area 
for God," Leavell said, - 

Also built this year was a new communication center on the second 
floor of the Hardin Student Center. The fully-equipped television studio 
will benefit the seminary's off-campus centers, as well as the professors, 
since professors can be videotaped teaching at the New Orleans campus and 
answer off-campus student questions via a telephone-speaker system 
following viewing of the tape, Leavell said. 

Also, the seminary's radio station, WBSN, the only FM Christian 
station in the city of New Orleans, has purchased all new equipment and 
will broadcast from the new facility as soon as the antenna can be moved to 
the new tower. 

Leavell identified four new faculty members for the fall term. They 
are Sidney Buckley, music; Charles Ray Jr,, New.Testament and Greek; Tom 
Roote, education and administration; and Paula Stringer, preschool 
education. I 

Referring to a proposal made during the convention to study whether 
the six Southern Baptist seminaries should move to a self-accreditation 
system rather than secular, Leavell said, "We have no problems with th 
accrediting association. They do not tell you what to teach, but they do 
tell you you must have the finest pedagogy." 
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It is a matter of "whether or not you live up to your charter. ... It 
never has been a matter of what we teach in the classroom," Leavell said. 

The president reported a student enrollment of 1,899, an increase of 
83 students over the past year. 

When all the seminary's education programs are considered, this year's 
cumulative enrollment is 4,313, with an increase of 678 over the past year. 

"Courses are being taught 50 weeks a yearM on the seminary campus, 
Leav 11 said. 

Leavell also reported funding has been received since last October for 
thre more chairs -- Old Testament studies, music, and evangelism, The 
seminary now has three professors of evangelism, Leavell said, "ensuring 
the fact that in the future evangelism and missions will remain as the 
alternate heartbeats of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary." 

During the luncheon, seminary faculty presented a distinguished 
alumnus award to Jerry L. Breazeale "for outstanding leadership in local 
church and atate convention ministry." 

Alumni elected Don Bouldin, pastor of Briarlake Baptist Church, 
Decatur, Ga,, as president of the national alumni association; Gene 
Henderson, pastor of First Baptist Church, Brandon, Miss,, president-elect; 
Ken Story, pastor of First Baptist Church, Germantown, Tenn., secretary; 
and Neil Glausier, associate pastor of Shades Mountain Baptist Church, 
Birmingham, Ala., treasurer. 

--3o-- 

By Debbie Moore--8:35 p.m, Wednesday 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Southwestern Seminary Luncheon 

ATLANTA, June 5--The future of the Southern Baptist Convention is 
bright, the president of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary told 
more than 800 alumni and friends Wednesdav at the schoolls annual alumni 
luncheon. erE5u *:*++, 

P %.k ,. 
"There is a new generatsc, qf yo?ng men -an$>;wpmen gifted, talented, 

ready to serve our Lord," Rus~~ell Dilday of Fort,eyrth said. "It is in 
their hands that the future 6f Southern Baptists r~es t s ."  ,qq-' : i$pT-- 1 -fl R, 

During his report, ~ilday desc~ibed,pctivitiesof the past year and 
introduced the seminary's-hew strategic-plan for the*coming four years. 
The plan, "Vision for Excellence,ll -, s t  will.:guide Southyestern's academic 
future, Dilday said. " ,".4 

'% < s  * , <, L?.; $" .-> 
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.>' +,<> '.'c.*$ ,) ? 
"We ought to be satisfied with nothing~lessctJhan excellence," Dilday 

said. The Southwestern president'said~excellence~was the goal of the 
Apostle Paul and should alsoLbg-a goal for,~hristians today. 

*?J--j f*-& 
"We are to be good ministerssf $hrist,~esus,~ he said. "That's our 

goal, to be good ministers." ~ildiy,*who)is in his 14th year as president 
of Southern Baptists* largest seminary, said Southwestern is working to 
combine "scholarship and belief in-faithw-in-training ministers. 

", *Lila ") $=A- 
Among the new programs Dilday introduced to almuni is a graduate 

diploma program, which allows.students over age,30hto earn a diploma in 
Christian studies and +.- 'continuel-6n -+ - ~int_qy~oPu_th~estern l.s-*mast$r I -...< ' s degree 
programs. Dilday also introduced a newly developed correlated studies 
program that will give qualified students at ~ouihern Baptist colleges and 
universities credit for courses taken at the undergraduate level. 

I *  

sodthwestern s national alumni association recognized three graduates 
for outstanding service. Honored were Eloise Glass Cauthen, wife of the 
late Baker James Cauthen, former executive director of the Foreign Mission 
Board and a former missionary to China; Bill Glass, founder and president 
of the Bill Glass Evangelistic Association and a former college and 
professional football star; and Ralph Langley, pastor emeritus of First 
Baptist Church, Huntsville, Ala. 

New officers elected were Charles Wade, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Arlington, Texas, president; Bob Edd Shotwell, minister of 
education at Hyde Park Baptist Church, Austin, Texas, vice president; and 
Jay Chance, vice president for public affairs at Southwestern, secretary. 

--3o-- 
By Scott Collins -- 7 : 2 0  p.m. Wednesday 
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For Immediate Release 

Southern Baptist Evangelists Wrap-up 

ATLANTA, June 5--W.A. Criswell, preaching to an enthusiastic gathering 
at the Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelists, pleaded Wednesday for a 
return to a heart-felt religion that results in many persons receiving 
Jesus. 

,- 
The sermon by Criswell, sen&ga'stor. of First Baptist Church in 

Dallas, was among three at a meetihg:<tL.$he &is;oric Baptist Tabernacle. ' L ;' The theme of the con£ erence ,was ~ e t  ' s Have /a Revival. I' 
mw- d A&\ 
IU Criswell -- delivering2a message,,"The Old-time Religi~n,~' he first 

preached 40 years ago -;-,recalled theb-meetings dfiti ls  early ministry, which 
is 64 years in length.' "Those services:in brush arbors and tabernacles were 
marked by shouts, tears-and Bl elieving preachers, he said. It was a 

I *  " day of great revival, he :said. .-); $1 :-5: J . . 
.5, ,? J4?>t *.:;.4 4. 

+--$ J":";t 
"I haven't heard someone s inAa';lchurch in years," Criswell said. 

"How we need a great outpouring 'of the v L  spirit of 'God. f 've never seen 
anything wrong with raising .your hands, .praising-'God, praising the lord. 

4. 4' 

4 \, ld.. 
"I never heard an preacher,who didn't believe the book." 

<*fl*pi j '; +' 
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The nearly capacity crowd .wasllike .-. a-throwback to those of the old- 
time meetings Criswell described. Many of those attending responded to his 
sermon, as well as the special~'m~s~c-~nd,other messages, with shouts, 

I 3 , I - .  uplifted hands and standing ovations:; ,&,,,-; 
# ~*'- 

%Yd 

Criswell called on evangelists and pastors to-preach "with all the 
fire . . . of our lives. -:: And, $f w,e/fdo, --Godiwill -give +u_s; souls . . . . I' 

>+. k V A  - C-, . I &+." --A. *- -..-.A - 

Rick Gage, an associate in Bailey Smith Ministries, said the bottom 
line for the church is "to win the lost at any cost." 

''My friend, anything short of rescuing souls from hell -- you need to 
have your priorities examined," he said. 

Gage, the son of Freddie Gage, a southern Baptist evangelist for 40 
years, denied it is more difficult to bring lost persons to Christ. 

"I believe with all my heart the greatest opportunity for Southern 
Baptists to reach this world for Jesus is right now," he said. "And we're 
finding everywhere we go that people today -- they're easier to reach for 
Christ than ever before. 

"I believe the problem is that we're just not being obedient to what 
the Lord Jesus Christ told us to do when He gave us the marching orders for 
the church. 

''John Knox said, 'Give me Scotland or I'll die,"' Gage said. He added 
the cry of every preacher should be: "Give me my city, give me my county, 
or let me die. "I 

Walter Ayers, an evangelist for 35 years, shared how he came from a 
broken, non-Christian home but saw both his parents saved in meetings he 
conducted as an evangelist. 

His father left home and soon thereafter went to prison when Ayers was 
a child, he said. His mother was forced to work two jobs seven days a 
week, By the time he was 19, Ayers stood before a judge for the 11th time 
and faced a two-year prison sentence. The tears of Ayers' mother and the 
willingness of a-high school football coach to take him under his wing 

.... convinced the judge 7 .  to give Ayers --.. another . chance. ., 
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Ayers met his futare wife, who was a Christian, and refused to go to 
church services with her at first. He finally chose to attend in order to 
be with her. 

"I went to church every Sunday for a year," Ayers said. '!One special 
Sunday it seemed (the pastor) was speaking right to me." 

He said he heard the message of Jesusv death on the cross for his 
sins. After contemplating the response of those who knew him, Ayers 
decided, ''1 don't care what they say. If he can die like that for me, I 
want to live for him." 

After he became a preacher, Ayers saw his father come forward to 
receive salvation in a tent meeting he was conducting. Two years later, 
his mother professed faith in CHrist after one of his sermons. 

Special music during the meeting was provided by Daisy McGrew, Luke 
Garrett and the trio Greater Vision. 

Steve Hale of Evansville, Ind., who was this year's vice president, 
was elected 1992 president of the evangelists1 group at a banquet after the 
conference. Other officers elected were Perry Neal, Montgomery, Ala., vice 
president; Pat Roper, Greenville, S.C., music director; Larry McFadden, 
orlarho, assistant music director; Bob Kendig, Gatlinburg, Tenn., . 
parliamentarian; and Jerry Spencer, Dothan, Ala., and Sam Cathey, oklahoma 
City, pastor advisers. Ron Pledger, Commerce, Ga.,  will serve the final 
year of a two-year term as secretary/treasurer. 

1 

Ronnie Floyd, 1991 pastor adviser, challenged evangelists at the 
banquet to heed the caution lights on the road to spiritual hypocrisy. 
They were warned to plant seed in the "field of the spirit" and not the 
"field of the flesh." Floyd, pastor of First Baptist Church, Springdale, 
Ark., called on the evangelists to encourage one another, pray for each 
other and keep one another accountable during the next year. 

--3o--  
By Tom Strode--8:20 a.m. Thursday 



For Immediate Release 

Golden Gate Seminary Luncheon 
.4 *\y C '" 7 4 

ATLANTA, June 5--The lunchedn koi.~oldes;~ate Baptist Theological 
Seminary alumni and friends Wednesday kinc'1uded.-a report on enrollment and 
current financial situation hfrom Seminary ~res'ident William 0. Crews. 

4 - .  , .., .?? + \:, ;., 
Crews said while enrollment %is do& (983 in) 1989-go), he is optimistic 

that the trend will be reversed with'a.new aggressive recruiting program. 
** * 5 

-.* 

He also reported ony"the financial situation of the seminary, saying 
that a balanced budget was adopted for the second year in a row. "It has 
not been without some sacrifice in programs and staffing," Crews said. 
However, through careful management of existing resources, Crews feels the 
seminary can operate within the existing budget.,' 

, I - .  A .  > " . , 
i + . 9 .  

Speaking about the semina&!s- future; ~reirs 'said long-range planning 
will look at "ways we can do theological~ed~cation better." - . . , 1 *-f v 

# 

The alumni association presented its tenth meritorious service award 
to Charles R. Brannon of Phoenix, Ariz. 

,- ,.-, - - ? ,  ?"+- 

+- - " * *  
Brannon, who earned a doctd; of -ministry degree from Golden Gate, is 

executive director for Central Association of Southern Baptists in Phoenix, 
Ariz. - - -. r .  1 

! . - - , L ,. ". --. i- * -. 
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Honored as alumnus of the year for 1991 was C.  Kenneth Glenn, pastor 
of First Baptist Church in Bellevue, Neb. He received master of divinity 
and master of theology degrees from Golden Gate. 

Officers elected included Gary S. Floyd of Lithonia, Ga. ,  vice 
president of finance and Donald Powell of Fullerton, Calif., vice president 
of promotion. 

Executive Committee members elected were David Young H. Gill of 
Concord, Calif., and Robert E. Norvell of Las Vegas, Nev. 

By Eddy Oliver--9:30 a.m. Thursday 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb Hollinger, News Room Manager 



INSERTION 

In the article titled "Opening Session of SBC," insert the following 
a f t e r  the 1 2 t h  paragraph: . . 

L 

Lewis presented a p l a q u e t o  ' ~ d   bung, pastor of Second 
Church i n  Houston, i n  honor of the church's leadership of the 
SBC in baptisms. Second Baptist had 1,002 baptisms i n  1990. 

THE NEWS ROOM 
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FOR IMMEJIATE RELEASE 

Thursday morning agency reports A 

n7rc7 1 .* 1 
ATLANTA, June 6--Two dayslafter&his*?genLcy-lost the last of its 

n h ,  3 Southern Baptist Convention fin,anciaf'%upport-by,qote of SBC messengers, 
Baptist Joint Committee on ~Gblic Affairs chi&-:~ames M. Dunn promised - % -- 
those who voted for or again~% ng.fhat he could continue to fight for 
separation of church and .stkfe &,$ 4w;h+ 

""5"' :2 *--/ 

" "3 , = f / 
ItBaptists will not remain t,?d;$ing the destruction of the wall of 

separation," Dunn declared.?: Keeping thatwall intact, he said, "may well 
be the most distinctive and pe 1$ "~aptist contribution" Baptists can 

%"J make to the nation. 
T23 

Dunn delivered the Baptis Thursday morning to 
SBC messengers gathered at the-Georgia World Congress Center -- a report 
one opposing messenger said h~hoped-w~uld~be~!~the last James Dunn will be 
giving to this convention." The messenger ?as !riled out of order by SBC 
President Morris Chapman. -4ckj J * *  > 4' 

Dunn, who has inspired botii'>rdent,support and vitriolic attacks from 
Southern Baptists during his tenure:as,executive director at the 
Washington, D.C.-based ~aptist,religious~l~b~rt~ group, staunchly defended - 

the agency's work. 
Fq-e \r!p."r3A:r 3.,+-> -r-+ -, 7,- 

1 1 1 1 LA? *- lq, J--t& 1 4 k.j-r42 
Thomas ~effersbn 'first-referred to a wall of separation" between 

church and state in a letter to Baptists, Dunn reminded messengers. But 
today, Supreme Court Chief Justice William Rehnquist maintains the 
constitutional principle of a wall of separation is based on bad history, 
Dunn said. He added that the Bush administration's "latest voucher 
scheme," which would allow public funding of private religious education 
through parental choice of public or private schools, is unconstitutional, 
unfair, ill-advised, expensive, inflationary and an invitation to intrusive 
government rules. 

"Other than that it might be alright," he cornmenfed. 

In a message to President George Bush, who was to follow him to the 
podium later in the morning, Dunn said, "If we ever needed a president who 
believes in separation of church and state, we need it now" during the 
bicentennial year of the Bill of Rights. 

Dunn also reported that despite the SBC's official defunding of the - 
Baptist Joint Committee, Southern Baptists gave more money to the agency in 
1990 than in any previous year through various support channels. In response to a messenger's question, he noted that the BJC is receiving 
about nine percent of its current funding from the new Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship. 

During the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board's report, outgoing 
President Lloyd Elder highlighted the conclusion of the board's year-long 
centennial celebration, which has included the introduction of a new 
Baptist hymnal, a new Bible commentary series and new literature with more 
Bible content. He also noted the approach of the National Convocation on 
the Bible, to be held next April 21-23 in Nashville and a new program 
called Great Commission Breakthrough designed to help Southern Baptists 
become more effective in evangelism. The Sunday School Board also helped 
provide New Testaments and Bible study materials to military chaplains and 
soldiers during the Persian Gulf War. 
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During the question period, one messenger asked how the Sunday School 
Board could justify the hefty financial package promised to Elder as part 
of an agreement Elder reached with board trustees to retire this year. SSB 
Trustee Chairman Bill Anderson responded that the trustees, carrying out 

I the responsibility given to them by Southern Baptists, had acted "wisely, 
judiciously and c~mpassionately.~~. 

During his report, new Baptist Press chief Herbert V. Hollinger 
compared Southern Baptists to a family scattered around the nation and the 
world. "If we're a family, we've got to comrn~nicate,~~ he said, and the 
denominational press serves that purpose. 

In response to a question, Hollinger acknowledged the fact that most 
journalists associated with Baptist Press are denominational agency 
employees sometimes weakens the credibility of the system. But "overall 
our record is good .., and when we're not, I'd appreciate it if you would 
let us know," he said. 

Messengers also heard reports from the Southern Baptist Foundation, 
Canadian Southern Baptists and the Southern Baptist Historical Commission. 

- -3o- -  

By Erich Bridges--12:lO p.m. Thursday 
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C .  .-' FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Vote change defeated, wrap up on motions . .  

ATLANTA, JUNE 6--A move to change' the way ~bithern Baptists vote on 
business was defeated Thursday by messengers to the 1991 Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting in Atlanta. 

In making the motion, Wayne Harrison of Norton, Va., said, "It's high 
time all the messengers of all our churches ... have equal and fair 
representation." He said churches that cannot afford to send messengers to 
the SBC annual meeting should have the opportunity to vote. 

Harrison's motion called for mailing SBC business to every Southern 
Baptist church. Messengers would cast their vote by mail, Harrison has made 
similar motions in previous conventions, and the motions were referred to 
the SBC Executive Committee, 

Charles Sullivan, pastor of First Baptist Church in Lenoir City, 
Tenn., was chairman of the Executive Committee subcommittee which 
considered Harrison's motion last year: - -  

- ,  - 
" .  

Sullivan said implementing the Lotion would create a "tremendous cost 
and logistic problem." He said voting by mail would violate the biblical 
principle to ngather the people together," Sullivan also noted that voting 
by mail means messengers would "miss all the debate and lose the wisdom of 
the elders." 

Harrison's motion was one of two motions discussed during the annual 
meeting. The other 49 motions made during the meeting were referred to SBC 
agencies and c~mmittees or ruled out or order. 

The second motion considered was approved by messengers. It called for 
three minutes in the final session of the annual meeting to present the 
plan of salvation. 

rn 

Messengers could make motions during only business sessions. The 
committee on order of business considered each motion and recommended it 
for referral or action. Action taken on referred motions is included in the 
following year's Book of Reports. 
. .. -- - - -- - - -- - _ . 

The esculating cost of insurance resulted in five motions which were 
referred to the Annuity Board. The motions called for an "opt out" for 
maternity coverage for people past child-bearing years, lower medical 
insurance co-payments, reduced insurance premiums for staff members at 
small churches, support for ministers' wives whose husbands divorce them, 
and acquiring or forming a SBC insurance agency for all types of insurance. 

A sixth motion referred to the Annuity Board called for the board to 
consider unemployment compensation for fired ministers and denominational 
employees. 

Another motion referred to the Annuity Board called the board to 
consider whether its president, Paul Powell, has a conflict of interest in 
also serving as chairman of the board of regents at Baylor University. 
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Vo$e change, motions -- Page 2 
- . _ .. 

A related motion, asking a committee to study whether the Annuity 
Board can declare itself self-perpetuating and independent, was ref rred to 
the SBC Executive Committee. 

Three motions were made concerning the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs. Messengers voted to remove all SBC funds from the BJCPA,. 
but the motions were made before the result of the vote was announced. 

The motions called for the SBC to "totally dissolve itselfn from the 
BJCPA, to prohibit the BJCPA from having exhibit space at the SBC and to 
investigate any BJCPA funds that may be held by the Southern Baptist 
Foundation. The first two motions were referred to the SBC Executive 
Committee, and the third motion was referred to the foundation. 

Motions referred to the Baptist Sunday School Board include requests 
to move promotion day and quarterly literature distribution dates, to make 
January Bible study material available during the convention's annual 
meeting, to include a place to report professions of faith as well as 
baptisms on the annual church letter, and to offer a student discount at 
Baptist bookstores. 

The majority of motions made were referred to the SBC Executive 
Committee. They include motions to: 

-- Require the parlimentarian for annual meetings be a Southern 
Baptist. 

-- Conduct a SBC image-building campaign. 
-- Provide pre-school activities during pre-convention meetings. 
-- List sites of future annual meetings in the Book of Reports. 
-- Create a family concerns division of the Christian Life Commission. 
-- Prohibit colleges, universities and seminaries not related to the 

SBC from having exhibit space during the annual meeting. 

-- Require SBC committee members, officers and board members b 
members of churches which give at least 5 percent of-their undesignated 
funds to the Cooperative Program. 

-- Make more hotel space near annual meeting sites available to 
messengers, 

-- Change"1ocations of meetings scheduled in Atlanta because of the 
high cost of renting Atlanta meeting facilities. 

-- Encourage churches which offer Christian day schools. 
m -- Provide a recycling bin at annual meetings, 

-- ~ l l o w  mission churches to send messengers to the annual meeting. 
Two motions to move the reports of the Foreign Mission Board and Home 

Mission Board to more prominent places on the program were also referred to 
the Executive Committee. 

Two motions were referred to Southern Baptist seminaries. One calls 
for all books removed from seminary libraries by seminary trustees to be 
donated to the Richmond Theological Seminary, The second promises freedom 
for professors to teach the historical facts of the canonization of the 
Bible. 

A related motion to affirm the historical facts of the canonization of 
the Bible was referred to the SBC resolution committee. 

A motion to study the pros and cons of disassociating from secular 
accreditation and moving to self-accreditation was referred to the 
Education Commission. 
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Three mot'ions were referred to the Home Mission Board: to examine the 
length of time pastors in mission areas receive financial assistance, to 
establish and support crisis pregnancy centers and to study the doctrines 
of Freemasonry. 

A motion to include the pledge of allegiance to the American flag and 
another motion to include pledges to the Bible and Christian flag during 
the annual meeting were referred to the committee on order of business. A 
motion to invite former President Jimmy Carter to speak during an annual 
meeting was also referred to the committee on order of business. 

Motions concerning abortion and affirming the parliamentarian were 
referred to the resolutions committee. 

A motion for the SBC president to refrain from insulting people who 
disagree with him in his presidential address was ruled out of order 
because other rules already govern the conduct of the president. 

* A  motion for southern Baptists to refrain from calling themselves . 
liberal, moderate or conservative was ruled out of order because it was in 
the form of a resolution and the time to introduce resolutions was over. 

A motion for a study of abortion policies of Baptist hospitals was 
ruled out of order because no hospitals are entities of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

Also ruled out of order was a motion calling for more advance notice 
about speakers on the Pastors' Conference program because the SBC has no 
control over pre-convention meetings. 

A motion requiring a comprehensive report of the survey of messengers 
was ruled out of order because the survey results are printed in the annual 
report. 

A motion chat SBC agencies limit the compensation package for 
employees was ruled out of order because the SBC is not authorized to 
direct employment policies of SBC agencies. 

Motions to hold the SBC annual meeting in Salt Lake City and to honor 
a man who has attended 5 0  consecutive annual meetings were called moot 
because messengers previously acted on the business. 

--3o-- 
By Sarah Zimrnerman -- 1:10 p.m. Thursday 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SBC Wrapup 

ATLANTA, June 6--Messengers to the 134th Southern Baptist Convention 
adopted an annual budget of $140,710,282, re-elected a conservative 
president, took positions on a dozen social and constitutional issues, and ' 

heard a plea from President George Bush for voluntary prayer in school, 
vouchers for child care and parental freedom to choose schools for their 
children. , y-iy, - - 4 

, .? - !,! + .-, 
I I 

t .  

On the topic of abortion; ~residht ~ L s h  &;id he opposed federal 
funding of abortions, except where the life of the mother is endangered. . . 

--A 
3 . >  

In a 20-minute address-punctuated by frequent+applause, President Bush 
called on Congress to.pass a. constitutional amendment permitting voluntary 
prayer in the nation's schools. - 

"Let's put people first and allow them the freedom to follow their 
faith," he said. Putting people first also means making sure government 
allows people to make their own decisions, and that means giving parents 
and families the right to choose the kind of child care they want for their 
kids. + .  . 

C 
/ ' 

"Just today we are publishing regulations that will provide the first 
" ,  vouchers for child care." - ' .  

Bush said he wanted to extend the concept of choice to include 
schools. < - -  

-- 5 

.^ * _. 

"Every family should have the freedom to choose a school for a child," 
he said. ''Our efforts for choice in schools seek to put power in parents' 
hands. We trust them to make the right decisions for their kids. I'm 
confident that choice will make bad schools better." 

The convention, sixth largest in denominational history with 
23,564 messengers, also offered inspiration and information in 
presentations by missionaries, prominent Baptist preachers and 20 agency 
executives. 

Conservative forces demonstrated their control of the convention, 
electing their candidates to most major offices and defunding completely 

the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, one of their Washington 
lobbies that fell into disfavor for a variety of reasons, including 
opposition to school prayer and criticism of former President Ronald 
Reagan. 

By a vote of 6,872 to 6,101, the messengers denied a $50,000 
allocation next year.to the Baptist Joint Committee, which represents 
Southern Baptists and eight other Baptist bodies. 

Only a year ago the messengers switched the religious liberty 
promotion function from the Baptist Joint Committee to their ~hristian Life 
Commission and cut BJC funding by 87 percent. 

The messengers re-elected Morris Chapman, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Wichita Falls, Texas, to a second one-year term as president and 
named Nelson Price, pastor of Roswell Street Baptist Church, Marietta, Ga., 
first vice president. Neither had opposition. 

A conservative candidate, Vander Warner Jr., pastor of Grove Avenue 
Baptist Church, Richmond, Va., lost a race for second vice president to Ed 
Harrison Jr., pastor of Dollaway Baptist Church, a very small congregation 
in Pine Bluff, Ark, -" .- 

- 
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Howiver, H a a s o n  meets conservatives' standards in t h e o a y  by 
preach-ing the inerrant word of God, supporters said. 

con , b rvatives' candidate David W .  Atchison of Nashville, Tenn., was 
elected ithout opposition to a second one-year term as recordingr 
secretary. 

Conservatives efforts to replace Lee Porter of Nashville, a 14-year 
veteran, as registration secretary failed when James W. Richards, a Baton 
Rouge, La., pastor, came up 17 votes short. 

Porter, a nononsense officer who instituted registration reform while 
making me,ssenger registration easier and less time consuming, won the 
office for the 15th year by a vote of 4,523 to 4,506. 

T~~:'SBC Executive Committee and Resolutions Committee had their own 
way with'the messengers for the most part, pushing through recommendations 
virtually without change. 

~essen~ers did criticize the Executive Committee for asking them to 
increase'its budget by almost 10 percent while requesting only an average 
of 2 . 4 6  percent increase for agencies. However, the critics did not have 
the votes to amend the proposal. 

In the next series of actions, the messengers promptly OKed 17 other 
Executive Committee recommendations, including meeting in June 9-11, 1998, 
in Salt Lake City, Utah, and June 13-15, 2000 in Orlando, Fla. 

  our teen resolutions on such topics as human sexuality, sanctity of 
human life, endangerment of religious liberties, government support of 
obscene and offensive art, restrictions on alcohol advertisements, 

. . . - - - - 

equitablz taxation for families, parental choice in education, Operation 
Desert storm and use of government funds to encourage immoral sexual 
behavior received approval with only one minor addition. 

The 'resolution on human sexuality countered a report on sexuality the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) is to consider Monday in Baltimore, Md. The SBC 
resolution calls upon all Christians to uphold the biblical standards of 
human sexuality against all onslaughts and notes this biblical standard is 
under attack even within the religious community. 

Although Southern Baptists have spoken on the abortion issue in 
previousyears, this year's resolution on the sanctity of human life 
specifically opposes the testing, approval, distribution and marketing of 
new drugs and technologies that will make the practice of abortion more 
convenidnt and more wide spread. 

The resolution supports the current ban on federal funding for any 
transplantation of tissue from individual abortions for purposes of 
experimentation and research. It also calls for Southern Baptists to work 
with fervor compassionately to encourage women with unplanned pregnancies 
to carry their pregnancies to term. 

The resolution on government support of obscene and offensive art asks 
President Bush to fire John Frohnmayer, chairman of the National Endowment 
for the Arts, and replace him with someone who will stop funding obscene, 
morally repugnant and sacrilegious art. 

The resolution on parental choice reaffirms the right of parents to 
.. educate their children according to their religious convictions, encourages 

choice 'I education initiatives that include proper tax incentives for 
families!.'with the understanding these initiatives are fully in keeping with 
freedom Ldf religion guarantees and prohibitions against any governmental 
establiGment of religion. .< 

~h<:~resolution on the use of government funds to encourage immoral 
sexual bbhavior criticized a Centers of Disease Control grant of $25,000 to 
a gay and lesbian health conference and calls upon President Bush to take 
decisivg action to ensure that such grants are prohibited in the future. 

~hkme~sengers offered 51 motions on a wide range of topics. Most 
were ref.erred to agencies and committees. The messengers discussed two of 

i . L. 
them. ." ic* 

~dcfkesses by Keith Parks, president of the Foreign Mission Board, 
Richmond, Va., Tom Elliff, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, Del 
City,.Okla,, and Joel Gregory, pastor of First Baptist Church, Dallas, 
provide much of the inspiration. 

I . % 



nnual report of the foreign missions Parks pointed 
to the doors of opportunity open around the world for a-~hristian witness 
and called on Southern Baptists to provide the resources. 

Southern Baptists support the work of 3,863 missionaries in 121 
countries. 

In the annual convention sermon, Elliff spoke of the importance of 
going to the well of God to let him "restore your soul." Gregory preached 
a 50th anniversary Baptist Hour sermon as part of a Radio and Television 
Commission presentation. 

SBC President Chapman took several jabs at Southern Baptist moderates 
in his address on the topic of "Faith Is The Vict~ry.~' 

While imploring Southern Baptists to be people of faith, the Bible, 
missions and evangelism, and prayer, Chapman indicated moderates were 
coming up short as people of the Book. 

Chapman criticized a Baptist fellowship document which, he said, 
states the Bible neither claims nor reveals inerrancy as a Christian 
teaching and that Bible claims must be based on the Bible, not on human 
interpretations of the Bible. 

"When you refuse to believe the Bible to be God's perfect word, you 
have stripped away God's authority. All you have left is interpretation," 
Chapman said. 

Concerning an inerrant Bible as part of the Southern Baptist heritage, 
Chapman called the conviction foundational and asked Southern Baptists to 
teach it in classrooms of educational institutions, preach it in the 
pulpits and print it in denominational literature. 

"Agreement will not always be reached on matters of biblical 
interpretation," he said, "but agreement mustnbe reached on biblical 
authority." 

While 20 agencies detailed their accomplishments for the messengers in 
annual reports, the Education Commission also advised them to go slow on a 
proposal to set up a Southern Baptist accreditation vehicle. 

Bob R. Agee of Shawnee, Okla., member of a special task force studying 
the accreditation of Southern Baptist colleges and seminaries, said the 
task force could find no evidence that regional accrediting bodies have 
prevented these schools from fulfilling their spiritual purpose. 

Regional accrediting agencies have allowed Southern Baptist 
educational institutions to be as Christian and Baptist as school leaders 
want them to be, despite misunderstandings created by accreditation reviews 
conducted at some institutions, said Agee, president of Oklahoma Baptist 
University. 

The task force recommended that no accreditation body be formed that 
would interfere with the relationship between Southern Baptist schools and 
regional accrediting bodies. 

Brotherhood Commission leaders used the convention as an opportunity 
to present their new president to the messengers. 

James D. Williams, executive vice president of the Baptist Sunday 

School Board, will take the reins of the agency Sept. 15. Agency trustees 
elected him Wednesday. 

In final business, the messengers chose Lewis Drummond, president of 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C., to preach the 
convention sermon in 1992 and designated James W. Jones, evangelism and 
Brotherhood director for the Baptist State Convention of Michigan, as the 
alternate preacher. 

Jack Price of Garland, Texas, was re-elected as convention music 
director.  

The messengers will meet in 1992 on June 9-11 in Indianapolis, Ind. 
--3o-- 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
President Bush Address 

ATLANTA, June 6-- President George Bush urged Southern Baptists 
Thursday to "hold fast to the Southern Baptist.idea1 of a free state," 
protect all faiths in freedom'and ."hold fast to+-protect our most essential 

\ P' 

\.9 unit of life, the family." v.\y7 - . .  : .  . , .  
*4 *-. >.- 

Speaking to the closing ,session of the 134th Southern Baptist 
Convention meeting, Bush praised Southern Baptists for their support of 
family values while advocating passage of a constitutional amendment on 
voluntary prayer in public schools, opposing federal funding of abortions, 
urging passage of crime legislation and supporting federal vouchers for 
parents to choose schools and child care, including religious schools, for 
their children, L ,  

? - 
> *> 

/ 

"1n child care, in education, in crime legislation, are we doing all 
we can to preserve faith and -family?" Bush asked. "If not we must do more. 
Only when we protect and preserve-our most cherished ideals and 
institytions, does government by the people serve the people." 

\ 'i- - 
An estimated 23,000 people filled the Georgia World Congress Center 

almost to capacity for the President's -17-minute speech which was preceded 
by a patriotic medley of music, including the theme songs of the military 
branches of service and the national anthem. 

+ .- > I- ; *- r 

Bush was choked by.tears as he thanked Southern Baptists for their 
prayers during the Persian Gulf War, "which I believe really strengthened 
our nation. 

"To me, prayer has always been important and quite personal," said 
Bush, recounting how he and his wife, Barbara, prayed at Camp David about 
the responsibility of "sending someone else's kids to war. Now I no longer 
worry how I look to others. With prayer, what matters is how it seems to 
God .'*I 

Less than a minute into his speech, Bush was briefly interrupted by 
the sounds of fewer than five hecklers who were quickly ejected from the 
hall as messengers drowned them out with cheers. 

One who was ejected said the group opposed the President's lack of a 
policy on AIDS. 

I I! 
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outside, e r a 1  other protestors carried signs. Some outed, 
"Racist, sexist, anti-gay; Southern Baptists, go away." 

Bush's speech was frequently interrupted with applause and cheers, 
with the loudest coming as he expressed opposition to "federal funding of 
abortions, except where the life of the mother is endangered." 

on school prayer, Bush told the story of Monette Rethford, a fifth 
grader in Norman, Okla., who, he said, "liked to read her Bible under a 
shade tree during recesstt and was frequently joined by several friends. 
School officials ruled the activity an unlawful assembly. 

.#"My friends, the day a child's quiet prayer group during recess 
becomes an unlawful assembly, something's really wrong. In that spirit, 
today I again call on Congress to pass a constitutional amendment 
permitting voluntary prayer back into our nation's  school^,^' said Bush. 

He also advocated parental choice in child care and education, 
including federal vouchers to low-income parents. Before speaking to 
Southern Baptists, Bush visited the child care development center operated 
by Atlanta's Central Presbyterian Church. 

Bush said federal regulations to provide the first vouchers for child 
care were being issued June 6, 

'tFinally, low-income parents will have the chance to choose where 
their kids get child care -- including religious settings and with 
religious instruction," said Bush. 

He said America 2000, the president's education initiative to allow 
parents to choose schools for their children will "put power in parents' 
hands. We trust them to make the right decisions for their kids. Some 
argue choice will make bad schools worse. I am confident that choice will 
make even the bad schools better." 

Ju t before Bush spoke, messengers adopted a resolution in support of 
the pre b ident's position on choice in education, along with resolutions 
commending Bush for his leadership in Operation Desert Storm. The previous 
day they passed resolutions criticizing the president for ttlack of 
initiative" in limiting funding of so-called 0bscen.e art by the National 
Endowment on the Arts and registering outrage at a grant by the Centers for 
Disease Control for the 13th National Lesbian and Gay Health Conference. 

Meanwhile, Bush urged Congressional passage of a crime bill but 
charged "leadership has failed to make crime a priority issue. 

"We submitted our first crime bill more than two years ago and nothing 
has happened," said Bush, "Surely the Unied States Congress can pass a 
crime bill in what is left of the 100 days (since March 6 when Bush called 
for passage in 100 days)." 

. . 
I . .  
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Bush described help provided by members of First Baptist Church of 
Alexandria, Va., in helping to bring about a reunion of a Kurdish refugee 
couple who escaped from Iraq more than 10 years ago but had to leave their 
daughter behind. 

The father, Mikhail Dosky and his daughter, Gilawesh, arrived in the 
United States Tuesday night, Bush said, "where years of sorrow were washed 
away with tears of joy. What a testament to the power of faith, hope and 
love -- all of which God provides in abundance. 

Bush said the United States remains "one nation under God. 

"No nation better reconciles diversity of faith with unity of purpose. 
As new challenges confront us, we must draw on that strength and work to 
build a nation united in its commitment to decency and.opportunity; to 
freedom, family and faith," said Bush. 

Before he spoke, Bush was introduced by SBC President Morris Chapman 
who thanked Bush for his support of Christian and family values. 

"Thank you, Mr. President, for your commitment to cherished beliefs we 
hold in common," said Chapman. "Thank you for giving priority to your 
personal family and to family values and for your leadership in advocating 
parental choice in education and child care. 

"Thank you, Mr. President, for standing up for the unborn. Thank you 
for setting an example of spiritual commitment by attending public worship. 
Thank you for unashamedly calling this nation to prayer in a time of 
international crisis. Thank you, Mr. President, for encouraging 
legislation to guarantee the freedom of America's children to pray 
voluntarily in public  school^.^ 

After his speech, Chapman presented Bush with a Bible published by the 
denomination's Nashville-based Sunday School Board. 

Messengers began entering the hall when doors opened at 7 a.m. 
Everyone entering the hal1,had to pass through security, with purses and 
packages subject to search. 

An unidentified Alabama woman messenger was detained at security for 
possession of a pistol for which she had a permit to carry in the state of 
Alabama. 

--3o-- 

By Linda Lawson, Thursday, 2 :05  p.m. 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SBC Resolutions Roundup 
P 

ATLANTA June 6--Before presidenZc.~eorge Bush spoke to the Southern 
Baptist Convention Thursday messenger; 60rporatel~ agreed on several things 

"" -- to say \to him. 
# I>[?*? \ 

x * -  a ct:,> 

Their message : supporthf o= government t a x  incentives in education, 
disapproval of the National ~ndowment"for the Arts an3 Centers for Disease 
Control, support for the "Persian Gulf war, disapproval of medical research 
using tissue from induced.abortions, concern about the sanctity of human 
life, support for restrictions on advertising of alcoholic beverages and 
outrage over threatened religious liberties. . .  * 

% 
.̂  . , . -  1 - 1 

Eight of the 14 resolitions adopted adoptedZdy 'messengers carried 
messages to the President and Congre~s.~-::.* :;:' : 

, < J r * '  

. 4  - >, \" 4 . 
Another resolution carried a -pointed message to other denominational 

bodies studying human sexuality -issues. -4'-l "" ; 
,-.7 I 

, \,% 

Messengers adopted the full slate of 14 resolutions proposed by the 
convention's resolutions committee."+ A-total-of 40 resolutions were 
submitted to the committee by messengers*. 1 < J ~ ~ -  

' ' U.. --I w*\- rr 

The committee, chaired by 'David Hankins of Lake Charles, La., 
reviewed all submissions. -.Of the 40 submissibn$, 30 received no action and 
10 were worked into 'the '.l4 'resolutions -'voted upon by' the- full body. 

Several amendments to resolutions were offered from the floor, but 
only one passed. 

Here is a summary of resolutions adopted by the convention: 

-- On Parental Choice in Education. 

In a departure from previous SBC statements on the First Amendment, 
this resolution states it is possible to develop government t a x  incentives 
for church schools without violating the ban on an establishment of 
religion. 

. T h e  resolution says Southern Baptists have "always affirmed the right 
I 

' ,  

I I 

,< 
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of parents to educate their children in accordance with their religious 
convictionst1 and notes that some Baptist parents ''are concerned that their 
public school systems are increasingly hostile to Christian convictions." 

It calls for Southern Baptists to encourage t a x  incentives for 
parental choice in education within the bounds of the First Amendment's ban 
on an establishment of religion. 

I 

hlgert Lee Smith of Birmingham, Ala. , introduced a resolution that was 
incorporated into the final resolution. During debate on the floor, Smith, 
who has been chairman of the SBC Public Affairs Committee, rose to speak in 
favor of the resolution. 

ItGod has placed the responsibility of raising children on parents and 
not the stateltt he said. nIf  set up like the GI bill for military 
veterans, educational choice will not endanger our religious liberties. 
Letts return the schools to the parents and c~mmunities.~~ 

-- On Government Support of Obscene and Offensive Art. 
This resolution specifically calls on President Bush to fire John 

Frohnmayer, chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts and replace him 
with someone "who will stop funding obscene, morally repugnant and 
sacrilegious art." 

The NEA has been a source of frustration for evangelical Christians 
for the past two years. NEA chairman Frohnmayer has continued to approve 
federal grants for projects many Christians deem obscene and sacrilegious. 
For example, one NEA-funded project depicted a cross submerged in urine. 

Despite repeated protests, Bush has refused to dismiss Frohnmayer, 
saying he does not want to censor art. The SBC resolution, however, 
focuses not on censorship but on the federal funding of objectionable art. 

If the President cannot set reasonable standards for federal funding 
of art, the resolution says, the NEA should be abolished. 

--,,On the Use of Government Funds to Encourage Immoral Sexual 
Behavior. 

Carrying on the theme of the NEA resolution, this resolution 
criticizes a Centers for Disease Control grant of $25,000 to a gay and 
lesbian health conference. 

The resolution cites the CDC grant as part of a trend toward 
government funding of immoral behavior. 

The CDC-funded conference is slated to include seminars such as "Safer 
Sex for Lesbians" and "SEXCESSful Teen Outreach.It 

  he resolution calls upon President Bush 'to take decisive action to 
ensure that such grants are prohibited in the future by means of an 
Executive Order requiring all federal policies to affirm the family and 



refuse any government funds to groups or programs which encourage sexual 
immorality in any form." 

-- On Sanctity of Human Life. 
Although Southern Baptists have spoken to the abortion issue in 

previous years, this year's resolution focuses on more than calling for 
legislation against legalized abortion. 

It specifically opposes "the testing, approval, distribution and 
marketing of new drugs and technologies which will make the practice of 
abortion more convenient and more widespread." The controversial abortion 
pill, RU-486, is specifically cited. 

Further, the resolution supports the current ban on federal funding 
for "any tranplantation of tissue from induced abortions for purposes of 
experimentation and research." 

Nancy Blackmon of Sanford, N.C., offered an amendment to call on all 
Southern Baptists "to work with equal fervor to compassionately encourage" 
women with unplanned pregnancies to carry their pregnancies to term. The 
amendment was adopted. 

A proposed amendment to include a'statement against euthanasia failed, 
as did a proposed amendment to remove the phrase "except to save the life 
of the mother" as a limitation on abortions. 

-- On Endangerment of Our Religious Liberties. 
This resolution speaks specifically to the 1990 Supreme Court decision 

Employment Division vs. Smith, which changed the way courts deal with 
religious liberty cases. Previously, the state was required to show a 
"compelling interest" in denying such liberties to enforce other laws. 

As a result of this 1990 ruling, governments could conceivably enforce 
equal employment opportunity laws without regard to the religious beliefs 
of churches acting as employers. 

The resolution expresses "outragew over this ruling and calls on the 
Christian Life Commission to work toward the adoption of corrective - 
legislation. 

-- On Restricting ~lcohofic Beverage Advertisements. 
This resolution addresses legislation pending in Congress that would 

require such advertisements to carry warning labels like those currently 
required on cigarette advertisements. 

Citing "irresponsible manipulation" in advertising of alcoholic 
beverages, the resolution calls on all Southern Baptists to inform their 
Representatives and Senators of their support for such restrictive 
legislation. 

-- On Equitable Taxation for Families. 



This resolution claims that current U.S. tax laws place a 
disproportionate burden on families. This contributes to weakening family 
structures by necessitating mothers to work outside the home, the 
resolution contends. 

Public policy should promote "stable marriages and parental 
child-rearing," the resolution says. 

-- On Operation Desert Storm. 
This resolution commends Bush for his leadership in the Persian Gulf 

War. It says "the cause of freedom, democracy and peace was advanced by 
the diligent and courageous performance of duty throughout all segments of 
our armed services. l' 

-- On Human Sexuality. 
Although not specifically stated in the text, this resolution was 

designed to counter a report on sexuality to be voted upon by the 
Prebyterian Church (USA) the week after the SBC. In drafting the 
resolution, committee members discussed the Presbyterian document at length 
and agreed they wanted to send a signal of support to conservative 
Presbyterians who oppose their church's document. 

The SBC resolution calls upon "all Christians to uphold the biblical 
standard of human sexuality against all onslaughtsu and notes that this 
biblical standard is under attack "even within the religious community." 

The Presbyterian document sanctions ordination for homosexuals and sex 
for responsible teenagers and the unmarried elderly. 

In contrast, the SBC resolution says sex is to be confined to marriage 
relationships between "a man and a woman." It cites biblical condemnation 
of premarital sex, adultery, rape, incest, pornography, promiscuity, 
prostitution and homosexuality. 

In drafting the resolution, committee members worked to present a 
positive view of biblical sex. Members agreed they wanted to uphold a 
strict biblical standard but did not want to appear to be prudish. 

The resolution describes sex as "a divine gift" designed by God "for 
the enjoyment and fulfillment of men and women" within the bounds of 
marriage. 

Additional resolutions spoke to prayer for release of hostages, 
appreciation for the convention's host city, the 175th annniversary of the 
American Bible Society, the 50th anniversary of the SBC Chaplains 
Commission and the declaration of the 1990s as the decade of Bible reading. 

--3o-- 
By Mark Wingfield -- 1:15 p.m. Thursday 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Baptist VIPs Meet President 

ATLANTA, June 6--Thirty-two Southern Baptist Convention officials and 
their spouses met briefly, Thursday with President George Bush prior to his 
message before they denomination's annual meeting at the Georgia World 
.Congress .Center. 

r.l 

+?*,I - ,' -: y 
They were selected for- the meeting ,bf dconvention President Morris 

Chapman and Executive committee* President ~arold C, Bennett. The White 
House had earlier accepted the officials1 iequest,for a meeting with 
President Bush but 1imited:the number who could be in the group. 

\::" , '% 

3, *. '-- .-*' 
The group posed for white House and Baptist Press photographers with 

the president, barely hpving time to exchange greetings. The whole process 
took about 20 minutes. ' * .  

> 

President Bush then was escorted separately by Secret Service officers 
to the platform for his message. 

" 5  -- 

Those who met with the president included Morris and Jodi Chapman, 
Wichita Falls, Texas; Harold C..and Phyllis Bennett, Brentwood, Tenn.; 
Christopher M. Chapman, Wichita Falls, Texas; Eleanor Renee Sullivan, 
Wilmington, N.C.; Anthony and Stephanie Chapman Evans, Houston; John Elmer 
Francis, Memphis, Tenn.; Jerry and Janet Vines, Jacksonville, Fla.; 

- .  ,- 

Adrian and Joyce Rogers, ~emphis,' ~enn;; Danny and Rebecca Ann 
Watters, Douglasville, Ga.;  Douglas-and Evelyn Xnapp, Gainsville, Fla.; 
Fred and Lisabeth Lowery, Bossier City, La.; Donald and Sue Barnes Wills, 
Dallas; Richard and Rebecca Land, Franklin;-Term.;'.-:-- 

' 
* A . . * - "+  7 .- . - . . .  / " _  . .- 

Ernest and Vivian Mosley, Franklin, Tenn.; Richard and Joann 
Rosenbaum, Franklin, Tenn.; Mark and Sharon Coppenger, Franklin, Tenn.; 
Herb and Mary Hollinger, Franklin, Tenn.; and Martha T. Gaddis, Hermitage, 
Tenn, 

--3o-- 
By Herb Hollinger -- 2:00 p.m., Thursday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Anti-Bush, Baptist protest (Thursday),<, ,: 
: r tll I $3- 

ATLANTA, June 6--"Racist', ~ ~ e x ~ , s t ~ ~ a n t l - g a y ~ ~ a p t i s t  bigots go away!" 
*J .,isa 

Perhaps a hundred protesters greeted ~outhein<~aptists pouring out of 
the Georgia World Congres~~Center,' ~hiflssda~, with2that refrain -- and 
others considerably less~diplomatic -'::£allowing the ,final session of the 
three-day 1991 Southern Baptist Convention meeting.>*, 

-, 1- A:* 

\ * . : 1" ::;='>2* LJ "A 
The Baptists responded ,;with smiles :and verses "of-, "Jesus Loves Mett; 

other scowled, ignored the ;_pro s or :.engaged iTheated debates with 
&,.. * them. L-. :.& 

c: :, .*- *g, ,$?, : .."- o? :gp..,f̂ X.*:,) Lt;"lr- 

The protesters, who alsb': b jecting' to President George Bush Is 
appearance in Atlanta to speak7>to.-the convention;'were a hodgepodge of gay 
and abortion-rights activists,.-pro)~aiesti~ian~supporters and anti- 
fundamentalists, They brandished placards,~bullhorns and shredded American 
flags and heckled departing messengers with a variety of chants. 

- *f- 
"This Southern Baptist supports.gay andlesbian rights," one poster 

said. , j  b- L: &J-.-' 
'R.4.r' 

"Jesus was not .a. bigot ! '' shouted another-protester. - -- 
J v-- &". Y-A *-" -+ - , >* 
A A  rSULL 3 i"<~ !l\,\ b~ Ai +L!5 L ''4 L L ~  A 7 1  

"Get a life!'' A Southern Baptist responded. 

When some Baptists began.singing "Jesus Loves Me" to drown out the 
demonstratorst chants, some demonstrators joined in. "Jesus loves me too!" 
one said. 

Protestor Anne Watson, a member of ACT-UP, the radical gay rights and 
AIDS support group, said she was protesting both Bush and Baptists because 
their policies for helping AIDS victims were the same -- nonexistent. 

"I'm a Christian," she said, adding that she once'attended a Southern 
Baptist church where she was poorly treated by "snobbyw people. "They want 
to legislate morality. They're against gay rights. I'm for abortion 
rights. People say you can't be a Christian if you don't believe 
everything in the Bible. This is America; I can believe what I want." 

SBC News Room (404) 222-5005 Herb ~bllillin~er, News Room Manager 



Don't Southern Baptists have the same right while attending their own 
convention? Yes, Watson replied, "but they shouldn't be able to force it 
on someone else." 

Meqnwhile, a violent confrontation could easily have developed as 

thousan$ 
of Southern Baptists squeezed their way through a narrow sidewalk 

gauntle between the protestors and a low concrete wall overlooking the 
railway below the World Congress Center. As Atlanta police officers and 
congress center security personnel stood nearby and watched, the 
demonstrators loudly harangued the departing Baptist messengers, sometimes 
with obscenities. Some Baptists responded with polite smiles or silence, 
but others barely contained their outrage, and several began finger- 
pointing arguments with protestors. 

Asked if potential trouble could have been avoided entirely by 
separating the protestors and demonstrators on opposite sides of the 
street, Lt. R.T. Shaw of the Atlanta Police Bureau's SWAT Team said 
everybody has a right to !'walk the sidewalk." 

"The Christians can say what they want and so can the others," Shaw 
continued. !'We don't want to infringe on anyone's rights." 

Police did intervene when a Baptist reportedly snatched a poster away 
from a protester, and two officers were observed talking to another 
protester who was preparing to burn an American flag. The protester 
apparently decided not to burn the flag on advice of the police. Later 
protesters did burn several flags a security guard said, and one flag was 
snatched away by an angry Baptist, but no fights occurred. 

"1 think (these protesters) just follow the president around, 
repeating their learned chants," said messenger David Page of Los Angeles, 
"I think itts good they air it this way rather than through violence." 

Added Joe Brock, pastor of Woodland Hills BaptJs5 Church in Atlanta, 
as he passed out packets of flower seeds: "We love them, we care for them. 
We disagree with them, but they have the right (to demonstrate) and we're 
willing'to honor P t .  I hope they're willing to honor us. 

"But isn't it ironic? If these people want to do something 
productive, we feed homeless people near here. They could help us with 
that rather than yelling this trash." 

As Brock walked away, a new chant began among the protesters: "They 
pump their Bibles with a lot of umph, but the real book behind them is 
"Mein Kampf. "' 

- -3o- -  
By Erich Bridges -- 2:10 P.M. Thursday 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Bible Read Through 

ATLANTA, June 6--It took 262%~outherfi Baptists 81-hours and 6 minutes 
to read through the Bible at their 1991 j~onvention in Atlanta. :\q,*//=&, w$ .: =%, 

,- ("< 
Beginning at 12 :45  p.m.;on Sunday, June'2,-and ending at 9:51 p.m. on 

Wednesday, June 5 ,  representatives of,?-every ~0uther.i Baptist entity and the 
Woman's Missionary Union took 

\ 
turn at the rostrum in a downtown hotel 

meeting room, *L 
1 d ' -  

+' Y 
- ,  ., * 

0: - - .' , T+* 
*' .* 7 - 1 
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The project dramati&d.douthe;n ~aptist allegiance to Scripture and 
blessed a procession of readers and listeners. --- -Y *. , , 

-\-" 
< . - d'"' : . ' . <  . * \  

As each reader finished his portion,'he would'sign the Bible at his 
stopping point. He also logged in and out on a master schedule. 

. -- -..I....+ .," 
7 ,I-, , - 4  

Convention President Morris ,Chapman .of ,widhiia Falls, Texas, asked 
Landrum Leavell, president of ~ e w  Orlean$.Baptist Theological Seminary, to 

- 4  * r 4b* organize the project. -., f '.+ 91 
'V 

Chapman and Leavell were the first readers on Sunday with SBC officers 
and former convention presidents-joining *inrWednesday morning. New Orleans 
Seminary Vice-President for Business "Affairs-Clay Corvin, who has 
coordinated such Bible reading projects on the campus, provided hour-by- 

. y -- hour guidance. ?.- , - + -- 
<,' L- :: Jd,-.-+ r-T ,-rkw 

T: ,+ :-\. -: 
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At times, only one person, the reader, would be present. On other 
occasions, there were a dozen people in the gallery. 

Most readers signed on fo'r a 10 to 15 minute segment. In many cases, 
this meant a few chapters in the middle of a book. But when the readers 
came to the minor prophets at about 2 a.m., Wednesday, some were able to 
finish complete books. Executive Committee Member James Jones of 
Campbellsville, Ky., covered Jonah, and Richard Rosenbaum, vice-president 
for business and finance of the SBC Executive Committee finished Joel. 

Though many of the readers were weary when they stepped behind the 
Bible, they uniformly reported the experience brought them refreshment. 
Many pressed beyond their time limit. 

This Bible will be on display in the New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary library. 

--3()-- 
By Mark Coppinger--2:20 p.m. Thursday 
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