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April 9, 1990
Foreign ~issionBoard holds 1st
West Coast appointment service

By Herb ~ollinger

SAN DIEGO (BP)--The first appoinrment service held on the ~est-coastby the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board took place April 3 in California, where millions of residents
reflect the world's many faces, cultures and languages.
Twenty-nine missionaries were appointed in the service held at the San Diego Convention
and Performing Arts Center. California Southern Baptist churches worship in 46 different
languages Sunday mornings, and nearly half of the state's 1,300 churches are other than
Anglo congregations,
More than 3,000 people from throughout the state attended the appointment service and
R. Keith Parks.
Forty-three of those, including five pastors and several college students, indicared they
would like to "explore career service."
75 of them responded to an invitation to commitmenr from board President

The appointment service was the second of six scheduled this year by the board. More
than 3,700 missionaries are serving in 116 countries of the world. The 29 new missionaries,
and another reappointed the next day, will see service in 13 countries.
California's diversity was highlighted in greetings given by C.B. Hogue, state
convention executive director.
"This is a unique stare . . . for a unique occasion," Hogue said. Describing
California's 28 million people as a microcosm of the world, he reported that 210 dialects
and languages are used by translators in the Los Angeles area. A Chinese Baptist church in
Los Angeles is the state's third-largest. he added.
Sixteen of the new missionaries already had a type of "foreign" mission experience,
Three are children of foreign missionaries, one was a journeyman and 12 had some form of
volunteer overseas mission work.
Joy Sanders of Mississippi saw the importance of mission service in the lives of her
parents who are missionaries in Argentina. She eagerly accepted God's call to mission
service. But when she met her husband, Stephen, of Texas and also a child of missionaries,
she had to wait nearly two years before he was willing to go,
"A big part of the Christian life is trust, trust that in (God's) time things will work
out," Sanders explained. "Missions i s a command in God's World, a way of life."

The Sanderses will go to Indonesia.
John and Diane Haeger of Alabama already had accepted a Baptist associational director
of missions position in Colorado when they realized their call to foreign mission service.
Colorado would have been a comfortable place, they said, but a call to mission work in
Italy could not be erased from their thoughts. He was raised a Roman Catholic. She, as a
young believer, was afraid she would be called as a foreign missionary.
Randal Whittall of Texas called his wife crazy when she calked to him about missions
-more-
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"I was comfortable and kicked back," he said. "I liked the

way

things were going."

But a sermon by his pastor began the change in his heart.

"I'm not a preacher, just an ordinary fellow, ... but God said, 'I am an extraordinary
God.'" He and his wife, Sandra, of Oklahoma, were "called" during Sunday School Week at
Glorieta (N.M.) Baptist Conference Center six years ago. They will go to Argentina.
On the other hand, Steven Nolen of Georgia told Ruth Maugans of Tennessee he didn't
want to date here unless she was committed to missions.
But she already had committed her life to missions after being confronted in a Bible
study with the vision and purpose of the biblical character Nehemiah. They will also go t o
Argentina.
Parks cited commitment, which he said leads to suffering, in his charge to the new
missionaries.
"You will suffer because you can't love without suffering.
spirit," he told the new appointees.

...

(Love) will refine your

Speaking to the congregation, Parks charged that Christians "play religious games while
the world goes to hell."
"1 think of lolling around in the luxury of Pharaoh palaces
slave nations waiting to be called to the Glory of God's kingdom

.. . while

out there are

... free in Jesus Christ.

"There are nations all over our world living in that kind of slavery. You and I could
lead them out of the darkness to the light if we would choose."
*

-
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NOTE TO EDITORS: Africa correspondent Craig Bird filed the following stories after a recent
trip to South Africa.

South African churches
reflect society's moods

By Craig Bird
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JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (BP)--The emotions of South Africa ebb and flow like the two
oceans lapping at her southern shores.

Blacks and so-called "coloreds," or mixed-race people are angry. White Afrikaners are
bewildered. Indians are frightened. Whites of English heritage feel trapped between their
good intentions and their economic security.
Yet a new current of optimism may soothe the anger, dilute the fear and calm the
confusion, observers say.
A new South Africa i s being born amid turmoil after decades of traumatic labor. The
majority of South Africans say they y e a m for a country free of apartheid, a land where all
citizens are treated fairly - - but also a land of economic stability.
Some believe the change South Africa is undergoing may prove to be as sweeping as what
is happening in Eastern Europe. But a major difference is the role of Christianity in the
process. The most rabid defenders of apartheid and some of its leading opponents quote the
same Bible - - and often the same verses.

The church has been the opposition in Poland. It is the opposition in South Africa,
too. But it also is an instrument of the ruling government.
- -more-*
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The same emotions of South Africans in general are found among the country's religious
leaders. The same currents moving the government are shaking the pulpits. And the new
element of optimism often can be traced to promises of'the God many South Africans say they
follow.
"Today in South Africa is one of the greatest opportunities the church has ever had,"
declares Johannes Van dar Hoven, an Afrikaner Baptist leader. "If there will ever be
stability in South Africa again, we don't know, but God has created this situation so we can
evangelize."
"We're heading for somewhere -- we just have to determine, the direction," says Peter
Mokoana, head of the youth committee of the overwhelmingly black Baptist Convention of
Southern Africa. "We (the church) can't avoid playing some role. It's a God-given trust.
Personally, I'm very optimistic."

m own,

David Manuel, pastor of "coloredN Maranatha Baptist Church in Cape
adds: "These
are tremendous times. We just need to ask God for revival. I've always been of the opinion
that the gospel i s the solution to the world's problems, even though here we've had some
people preaching the gospel with the hope it will continue the status quo."
Terrence McGee, president of the predominantly white Baptist Union of South Africa,
offers a sobering note, insisting, "We can be agents of meaningful change or victims of
inevitable change."
And Charles Martin Dayadharum, Indian professor at the Baptisr seminary in Ciskei,
observes: "I think there is hope for South Africa. The government has been so scared of
the communists they embraced the greater evil of racism. But God has blessed this country.
There is room for all of us."

For optimism to become reality, however, other emotions must be handled.
Black anger at being suppressed by a white power structure smolders at all times and
flares up regularly, Increasingly, "coloreds" are rejecting that label and identifying
themselves as black. Many Indians are doing the same.
The devout but confused Afrikaner Christian who has had his theological roots in
apartheid ripped up in the last five years looks to the church for new definitions of "love
your neighbor."
Indians in Durban stockpile guns and plan a bloody defense of their neighborhoods if
the Zulus try to burn them out again, muttering, "As Christians, we aren't supposed to kill,
but we'll kill if we have t o . "
Some liberal whites say they feel unapp~eciatedby blacks they have tried to aid
politically because the demands continue - - and some of those demands could affect the
whites' own incomes, their own churches, their own children.
The mainline churches, personified by Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Allan Boesak,
president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, have long manned the barricades in the
war against apartheid. But the evangelical churches have hung back, insisting on a
spiritual emphasis and often claiming political protest was forbidden by God.
Now large groups within the evangelical church are endorsing political activity, while
others decry the abandonment of what they see as the church's true calling.
"There has been a large-scale rejection of the gospel where it was used to get people
to abide by the status quo, of a faith which never touched reality," says Edgar Carolissen,
pastor of Springwood Baptist Church in the sprawling, seething black township of Mitchell's
Plain outside Cape Town. "As a church, Baptists are living off the luxury of the political
involvement of men like Tutu and Boesak. If they had not been active, we would have lost
the right to witness."
-more--
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That viewpoint finds echoes among many students and pastors, who think only a political
voice will make non-white youths listen to the gospel.
"Young people were turning their backs on the church in great numbers," says Peter
Mhlophe, general secretary of the Baptist Convention of Southern Africa. "Now they are
seeing us as relevant because we are sharing Christ in their context. Now they say: 'We're
ready to listen to you. Say something.'"
Abie Prenanandham, a student at Cape Town Baptist College, remembers the anger of his
church when he helped organize a boycott to protest apartheid.
"They refused to listen, to let us explain," he recalls. " B U ~in the Old Testament I
find lots of parallels to South Africa. Amos and Micah had a lot to say about hoarding of
land and abusing the poor and powerless."
Ronald Botha, another Cape Town student, puts it more bluntly, "What is un-Christian
about telling the government to stop beating our children?"
But other evangelicals fear the political will oust the spiritual. "There is a rift
between those of us who are more politically active and youth, especially in the rural
areas, who say we should deal with spiritual aspects of life only." explains Baptist youth
leader Elias Mohlamonyane. "They are disturbed by the activity."
Afrikaner leader Van der Hoven dobs not believe political activity will make the gospel
more attractive to young blacks. "It is a sin of the devil to get church off its real
purpose." he says. "I do see tha.t: the church has to stand up and make a statement; we kept
quiet too long, and that's why we are in this mess. But we cannot remove Jesus Christ from
first place. We cannot get so involved in politics that we lose the punch of the gospel."
Such division over what is "expressing moral outrage" and what is "meddling in the
government's business" spills over into church business matters. At the last annual
assembly of the Baptist union, resolutions on political changes were attacked from che right
as too political and from the left as not going far enough.
"We are like the man during the American Civil War who put on Yankee pants and a
Confederate jacket,* Prenanandham jokes. "The northern soldiers shot him in the chest and
the Rebel troops shot him in the rear."
But most evangelicals agree that the church is beginning to grapple with the proper
response. "At least we are playing on the same field now, even if we don't agree on where
the goals are," says David Crutchley, a Southern Baptist missionary who teaches at Cape Town
Baptist College.
Even the tense exchanges at the Baptist assembly were viewed as beneficial by many.
"For the first time there was real emotional nakedness and brutal honesty among leaders of
the union," Crutchley says, "Some of the non-white pastors shared years and years of
heartbreak and the white guys woke up to the pain their brothers have been feeling for so
long."
But expressing anger and fear doesn't make them go away. "I'm told every other black
and Indian in Durban is carrying a gun, and I believe it," says Dwight Reagan, a Southern
Baptist missionary in that city. In the townships, gangs continue deadly black-on-black
violence as too many people compete for too little space and too few jobs. In the townships
around Cape Town, child abuse is said to occur in an estimated 80 percent of the homes. In
the "homelands," rioting crowds demand reincorporation into South Africa and burn factories
to make their point,'creating more unemployment.
Yet in those desperate situations, Christian influence quietly works. In black Soweto,
prayer requests include, "Protect (President) de Klerk from assassins." In an Afrikaner
church, concern i s expressed for Nelson Mandala's health. Many churches pray for the young
people being hurt by violence.
--more-
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Gordon Miller, a white South African pastor, asked a woman he met in the Durban
township of Inanda how he could minister there. "Just go up to those houses and tell them
you want to pray for them," she replied. He did, and never had a door slammed in his face
in the black area.
Carroll Shaw, a Southern Baptist missionary in southern Africa for almost 30 years,
offers this interpretation of what is happening: "Because the evangelicals have refused to
give up their spiritual roots, they are the only group in South Africa in a position to
guide the country to the new South Africa without years of bloodshed and bitterness. They
are sharing the love of Jesus Christ toward their enemies
and only such forgiveness can
rid South Africa of its legacy of bitterness and hatred."
-30BP photos mailed to state Baptist newspapers by Richmond bureau of Baptist Press
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Missionary works in two worlds:
Afrikaner whites, Soweto blacks

-

'

By Craig Bird

-

'

,

Baptist Press
6/0/9q

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (BP) -Life1s risky enough, standing with feet in two
different worlds. When both worlds are undergoing earthquakes, it really gets interesting.
Glenn
work with
Afrikaner
Afrikaner

--

Southern Baptist missionary assigned to
Simmons is the first - - and so far only
white Afrikaners in South Africa. The Franklinton, La., native teaches at the
Baptist seminary in Johannesburg and usually preaches twice each Sunday in
churches.

But since January, he has been spending his day off from the seminary lecturing on
the huge black township in
Christianity at a teacher training college in Soweto
Johannesburg that has become the symbol of resistance to apartheid.

--

In fact, Simmons drove to Soweto to teach the day of Nelson Mandela's tumultuous
homecoming there after more than 25 years In prison. The teachers got to school but the
students couldn't have even if they had wanted to miss the rally welcoming Mandela back,
Simmons said.
"By class time the streets were jammed with hundreds of thousands of chanting, marching
people," he explained. "Several of us just sort of locked ourselves in an office and waited
awhile. "
Classes at the 2,000-student school often are interrupted by boycotts or demonstrations,
and the sheer logistics of teaching there are tiring. Yet Simmons seems to enjoy it.

"I teach 175 students in four periods. The class is required, but it involves no exams
given and students don't have to take notes
just show up aild be counted," he explained.
"It's tough to keep the attention of that many students at 8 o'clock in the morning when
they don't have to listen.

--

"Plus, f doubt if most of them are Christians, and they love to challenge me by telling
me I'm cramming a white man's religion down their throat and (asking) why should they study
Christianity, much less teach it?"
But Simmons figures each of the 175 students will teach 1,000 students of their own
after they go to work in the country's secondary schools, "and that means I am one level
away from telling 175,000 young people a year about Jesus Christ."
The missionary tries to help the future teachers sort out the Bible in their own way,
and he is heartened that after every class some students linger to ask questions about
Christianity. Several also are asking about starting a Bible study.
-more-
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In June, Simmons plans to bring a film about Jesus for four nights, show it in
30-minute sessions and have discussion. "we'll use that as the basis for a permanent Bible
study," he said.
Meanwhile, his students at the Afrikaner seminary are urging him to bring them with him
to his classes in Soweto.

"I told them that was a great idea - - but I needed to get a little better established
before I brought 12 Afrikaners into the hometown of the African National Congress."

Missionaries at work
in South Africa

Baptist Press
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JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (BP) Forty Southern Baptist missionaries work in South Africa
and several of its "homelands."
Invited to the nation by the Baptist Union of South Africa in 1977, Southern Baptist
missionaries first helped in theological education and church development in Cape Town. then
expanded to other locations and ministries.
In recent years, missionaries have helped in a variety of ways, including establishing
churches, starting mission work among Indians and Portuguese speakers, developing Baptist
student work, expanding Baptist broadcasting and discipleship traIning and carrying out
human needs ministries among refugees.
Southern Baptist missionaries have an opportunity to help unite Baptists from all races
and economic levels of South Africa, according to black and white South African Baptist
leaders.
"They're accepted (by blacks) in a way white South Africans are not," said Trevor Swart,
general secretary of the Baptist union. "They can move between groups and promote
understanding where a white South African and a black South African might not listen to one
another."
--3Q-'Hearts of One Accord'
focus of WMU annual meeting

By Susan Todd
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NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Southern Baptist Woman's Missionary Union Executive Director Dellanna
O'Brien will give her first executive board report during the WMU annual meeting June 10-11
in New Orleans.

Because the event will be OIBrien's first annual meeting since taking office last
September, an informal introduction time has been scheduled at the beginning of the firse
session.' Meeting participants can greet O'Brien beginning at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, June'10, at
the entrance of the New Orleans Convention Center, site of the annual meeting.
Sunday sessions will begin at 2:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.
a.m.. 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Monday sessions will begin at 9:30

"Hearts of One Accord" will be the focus of the annual meeting. The heartbeat of
missions will be illustrated through special music, theme interpretations and missionary
testimonies, program planners said.
Messages will be brought by Ruth Tucker on Sunday evening, Monte Clendinning on Monday
afternoon, and Denton Lotz on Monday evening. Tucker is a visiting professor at Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, Ill., and a professor at Calvin College in Grand
Rapids, Mich. Clendinning is conference coordinator of the World Mission and Evangelism
Center at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. Lotz is general
secretary/treasurer of the Baptist World Alliance.

Page 7
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Joann Goatcher, a medical consultant with the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board,
will lead theme interpretations throughout fhe meeting.
Each of the five sessions feature presentations by Southern Baptist home and foreign
missionaries. Missionary speakers include Deborah Moore, Liberia; Karen Dewitt, Fort Worth;
Karen Sue Gross, Hope, Ark.; Pamela Mungo, New England; Gwendolyn Williams, New Orleans; and
Deborah Wohler, Lake Tahoe, Calif.
Two brothers and their families will
they talk about the impact of missions on
be William and Delcie Wakefield and their
Robert and Margie Wakefield and their son

be featured during the Monday evening session as
a family. Representing the Wakefield family will
son and daughter-in-law,Andy and Olivia; and
and daughter-in-law,Mark and Fran.

William Wakefield is a regional vice president for the Foreign Mission Board. Rcbert
and Margie Wakefield are missionaries to India. Mark and Fran Wakefield are missionaries to
Fiji. Andy and Olivia Wakefield are students at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, Ky.
Missions work in New Orleans will be highlighted during the Sunday afternoon session.
Joining Louisiana WMU President Beverly O'Reagan of New Orleans will be Richard Wilson,
director of Christian social ministries for the Baptist Association of Greater New Orleans;
Mary Dan Kuhnle, director of Sellers Baptist Home and Adoption Center; Fred Luter, pastor of
Franklin Baptist Church; Toby Pittman, director of Brantley Memorial Center; and Gwendolyn
Williams, director of urban ministries at Grace Baptist Church.
Missions work in Louisiana will be the focus of the "Here's Missions in Louisiana"
luncheon scheduled for Monday at noon in the convention center, Tickets must be ordered in
advance from Order Processing, Woman's Missionary Union, P.0, Box 830010, Birmingham, Ala.
35283-0010. Tickers are $20 each and must be ordered by April 27.

- - 30- -

woman's Missionary k i o n
June 10-11, 1990
New Orleans Convention Center
Theme: "Hearts of One Accord"
Sundav. June 10
7.30 u.m,

Meditation: "Near to the Heart of God" - - carol Aultman, contract instructor, University of
New Orleans, children's choir coordinator, First Baptist Church of New Orleans; Mary
Simmons, music teacher, organist, Edgewater Baptist Church, New Orelans ; Chris Kihn,
minister of music, McElwain Baptist Church, Birmingham, Ala.
Responsive Reading
Congregation
Theme Interpretation: "Hearts of One Accord"
Joann H. Goatcher, medical consultant,
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, Richmond, Va.
Prayer - - Dorothy Allred, president, North Carolina WMU. Gastonia
Marjorie J. McCollough, president, WMU, Alexandria, La.
Call to Order
Hymns

--

--

--

7:00 D.m,
Missions Medley - - Tha Centurymen; Bury1 Red, conducting
Meditation: "Near to the Heart of Godw
Responsive Reading
Congregation
Theme Interpretation: "Hearts of One Accordn
Joann Goarcher
Prayer - - Norma Altis, president, Missouri WMU, Liberty
-more--

--

--
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Hymns
Deborah Moore, missionary to Liberia
Message: Touching Hearts in Liberia
Special Music - - Centurymen and Congregation
Hymn
Message - - Ruth A, Tucker, author, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Missionary Prayer Calendar
Benediction: "Sweet, Sweet Spirit"

--

Mondav. June 11
9:30 a.m.
Meditation: "Near to the Heart of Godn
Carol Aultman, Mary Simmons. Chris.Kihn
Responsive Reading
Congregation
Joann Coatcher
Theme Interpretation: "Hearts of One Accord"
Prayer - - Betty Turnbull, president, Ohio WMII, Strongsville
Hymns
Introduction of Local Committee
Business
Second Century Fund Recipients - - Cynthia Wilson, associate trust counsel, Baptist
Foundation of Texas, Dallas
Presentation of Home Missionaries
Hymn
Karen Dewitt, chaplain,
Missions Kaleidoscope: Women in the Heart of Home Missions
family and youth ministry, Tarrant County Jail, Fort Worth, Texas; Karen Sue Gross,
missionary to migrants, Hope, Ark.; Pamela R. Mungo, director of church extension
ministries, Baptist Convention of New England, Northboro, Mass.; Gwendolyn L. Williams,
director of urban ministries for Grace Baptist Church, New Orleans; Deborah L. Wohler,
church and community ministries consultant, Lake Tahoe, Calif.
Misstonary Prayer Calendar
Benediction: "Sweet, Sweat Spirit"

--

--

--

--

2:00 D.M.

--

Meditation: "Near to the Heart of God"
Carol Aultman, Mary Simmons, Chris Kihn
Responsive Reading - - Congregation
Joann Goatcher
Theme Interpretation: "Hearts of One Accord"
Prayer - - Donna Brewer, president, Illinois WMU, Fairview Heights
Hymns
WMU Executive Board Report
Dellanna W. OfBrien,WMU executive director, Birmingham, Ala.
Hymn
Presentation of National Acteens Panalists
Hymn
Carol Aultrnan
Special Music
The Heart of Woman's Missionary Union
Monte Clendinning,
Message: Missions Education
conference coordinator, World Mission/Evangelism Center, Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas
Missionary Prayer Calendar
Benediction: "Sweet, Sweet Spirit"

--

--

--

--

7:00 D.m.

--

--

Meditation: "Near to the Heart of God"
Carol Aultman, Mary Simmons, Chris Kihn
Congregation
Responsive Reading
Theme Interpretation: "Hearts of One Accordn
Joann Goatcher
Prayer
Nancy Hazelwood, president, Indiana WMU, Loogootee
Hymns
Presentation of Foreign Missionaries
Missions Kaleidoscope: The Wakefields Have a Heart for Missions
William and Delsie
Wakefield, regional vice president for Asia and Pacific, Foreign Mission Board; Roberr
and Margie Wakefield, missionaries to India; Andy and Olivia Wakefield, students,
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.
Hymn
Special Music
Dcnton Lotz, general secretary/treasurer, Baptist World Alliance
Missionary Prayer Calendar
Benediction: "Sweet, Sweet Spirit"

--

--

--

--

--
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SBC Pastors' conference
seeks 'God's presence'

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--The 1990 meeting of the Southern Baptist Pastors' Conference will
focus on seeking God's presence, according to Tom Elliff, conference president.

--

'The Pathway to God's Presence' - - will focus attention on the importance
"The theme
of ministering with that obvious sense of God's presence in our lives," said Elliff, pastor
of First Southern Baptist Church of D s l City, Okla.
Elliff said the theme comes from the account in Exodus chapters 32 and 33 when Moses
was interceding for the people and told God that if God's presence did not go with the
people, he did not want to go,
"The whole issue of living in the presence of God, living with God and having him
manifested in your life is the theme of this year's Pastors' Conference," Elliff said.
"We believe people come early to the (Southern Baptist) Convention to have the Lord
speak to their heart, to be ministered to. We have tried to design a program that does not
have any weak areas, where every session will be a blessing to the people who are there," he
said.
The Pastors' Conference will be June 10-11 in the Louisiana Superdome in New Orleans,
in advance of the 1990 annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, scheduled June 1214, also in the Superdome. It is one of more than a dozen meetings scheduled in advance of
the annual meeting of the SBC.
Elliff said the officers of the Pastors' Conference planned the two days of meetings to
include "a broad spectrum of SBC pastors, evangelists, missionaries, educators and others,"

"I think we have been very inclusive in our planning," said Elliff, referring to a
movement to make the conservative movement within the convention more inclusive. "The
program was prepared before the statements about inclusiveness were made, but we have
included a broad spectrum."
Three former presidents of the SBC are scheduled to address the conference: Bailey
Smith, an evangelist from Atlanta who formerly was pastor of First Southern Baptist Church
of Del City; Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church of Memphis, Tenn., and
Charles Stanley, pastor of First Baptist Church of Atlanta.
Also on the program are two men who have bean mentioned as possible candidates for
office: Richard Lee, pastor of Rehoboth Baptist Church of Tucker, Ga., who will be nominated
as 1991 president of the Pastors' Conference, and Morris Chapman, pastor of First Baptist
Church of Wichita Falls, Texas, who will be the conservative candidate for president of the
SBC.

"I invited Morris (Chapman) because he is a good friend and a good brother," said
Elliff. "I am delighted he is going to be nominated, but we tried to put people on the
program who would communicate effectively.
"There is not any way in the world that people will not try to make some political
statement out of the program, but my concern was that the Lord's Word would be preached, and
that the speakers would minister effectively to the pastors and others who will be there.

"We did not sit down and plan this program with any kind o f agenda in mind other than
that we wanted everybody who attended to be ministered. That was our burning desire. I
think it would have been more political to try to maneuver the program to make a political
statement rather than just putting together a program of men who could deliver the goods."

- -more--
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Others scheduled to address the conference include pastors Stan Coffey of San Jacinto
Baptist Church of Amarillo, Texas; Dwight "Ike" Reighard, pastor of New Hope Baptist Church
of Fayetteville, Ga.; O.S. Hawkins, pastor of First Baptist Church of Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
and John Bisagno, pastor of First Baptist Church of Houston.
Paige Patterson, president of Cxiswell College of Dallas, also will speak, as will
Manley Beasley, and evangelist from Euless, Texas.
Avery Willis, a former foreign missionary now working in discipleship training at the
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board in Nashville, also will speak. Willis is the author of
the MasterLife program. Another denominational employee, Ron Boswell, director of the .
Volunteers in Mission department of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board in Richmond,
Va., will give a testimony.
John MacArthur, pastor of Grace Community Church in Sun Valley, Calif., and an author
and radio preacher, also will address the conference.
Music will be directed by Don McMinn, minister of music at the Del City church. It
will feature the combined choirs and orchestras of First Southern Baptist Church, Del City;
Champion Forest Baptist Church, Houston; and Bannockburn Baptist Church. Austin, Texas.
In addition to Elliff, officers of the 1990 Pastors' Conference are Ron Hart, pastor of
First Southern Baptist Church, Tucson, Ariz., vice president; and Robert Holmes, pastor of
First Southern Baptist Church, Henderson, Nev., secretary-treasurer.
--3O-

-

Southern Baptist Pastors* Conference
June 10-11, 1990
Louisiana Superdome
Theme:

"The Pathway to God's Presence"
Sunday. June 10

Tom Elltff. uresidinn: Don McMinn, Music
6:00 Music
Combined choirs and orchestras of First Southern Baptist Church, Del City,
Okla.; Champion Forest Baptfst Church, Houston; Bannockburn Baptist Church,
Austin, Texas
6:20 Welcome
Tom Elliff, president, Southern Baptist Pastors' Conference; pastor, First
Southern Baptist Church, Del City. Okla.
Prayer
Ron Hart, first vice president, Southern Baptist Pastors' Conference;
pastor, First Southern Baptist Church, Tuscon, Ariz.
6:25 Music
Congregational singing; combined choirs and orchestras of First Southern
Baptist Church, Del City, Okla.; Champion Forest Baptist Church, Houston; Bannockburn
Baptist Church, Austin
6:35 Message
Manley Beasley, evangelist, Euless, Texas
7:05 Music - - Congregational singing; combined choirs and orchestra of First Southern
Baptist Church, Del City, Okla.; Champion Forest Baptist Church, Houston; Bannockburn
Baptist Church, Austin, Texas; soloist, Mike Speck
7:20 Message
Bailey Smith, evangelist, Atlanta
7:50 Music
Congregational singing
8:00 Prayer and Offering
Robert Holmes, secretary-treasurer,Southern Baptist Pastors'
Conference; pastor, First Southern Baptist Church, Henderson, Nev.
Music
Combined choirs and orchestras of First Southern Baptist Church, Del City,
Okla.; Champion Forest Baptist Church, Houston; Bannockburn Baptist Church, Austin,
Texas
-more

--
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--
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--

--

--

-

--

?

' *

4/9/90

Page 11

--

Baptist Press

'

8:20 Message
Adrian Rogers, pastor, Bellevue Baptist Church. Memphis, Tenn.
Johnny Nantz, pastor, Spring Valley Baptist Church. Las Vegas, Nev.
Benediction

--

Mondav. Juna 11
Ron Hart. oresidine: Mike S~eck.music evangelist
8:30 Music
Combined choirs and orchestras of First Southern Baptist Church, Uel City,
Okla.; Champion Forest Baptist Church, Houston; Bannockburn Baptist Church, Austin,
Texas
8:50 Prayer - - Gary Marquez, pastor, North Swan Baptist Church, Tuscon, Axiz.
Music - - Combined choirs and orchestras of First Sou~hernBaptist Church, Del City,
Okla.; Champion Forest Baptist Church, Houston; Bannockburn Baptist Church, Austin,
Texas
9:00 Message - - Nelson Price, pastor, Roswell Street Baptist Church, Marietta, Ga.
9:30 Music
Congregations and choirs
9:40 Message
Stan Coffey, pastor, San Jacinto Baptist Church, Amarillo, Texas
10:lO Special Broadman Press Presentation
Offertory Prayer - - David Meacham, director of missions, Southern Nevada Baptist
Association, Las Vegas, Nev.
Music - - Ron and Patricia Owens, music evangelists, Fort Worth. Texas
10:30 Message - - Dwight "Ike" Reighard, pastor, New Hope Baptist Church, Fayetteville, Ga.
11:00 Music
Congregational singing; Hike and Faye Speck, music evangelists, Tulsa, Okla.
11:lO Message
Paige Patterson, president, Criswell College, Dallas
Vancil Gibson, pastor, Nellis Baptist Church, North Las Vegas, Nev.
Benediction

--

--

--

--

--

--

Tom Elliff. ~ r e s i d i n ~Michael
:
Burr. music
Sanctuary choir of Champion Forest Baptist Church, Houston; Allen Family,
1:15 Music
music evangelists, First Southern Baptist Church, Del City, Okla.; congregational
singing
Paul Daniel, pastor, First Baptist Church, North Little Rock, Ark.
Prayer
1:35 Message
Avery Willis, former missionary, author, discipleship training department,
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville
2:05 Music
Congregational singing; Gary McSpadden, music evangelist, Nashville
2:25 Message - - Richard Lee, pastor Rehoboth Baptist Church, Atlanta
2:55 Offertory Prayer - - Ed Litton, pastor, Mountain View Baptist Church, Tuscon, Ariz.
Music
Sanctuary choir, Champion Forest: Baptist Church, Houston
3:05 Election of Officers
3:20 Music
Music/Drama "Thank You"
3:25 Message
O.S. Hawkins, pastor, First Baptist Church, Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
3 : 5 5 Music
Congregational singing; Gary McSpadden
4:15 Message - - John Bisagno, pastor, First Baptist Church, Houston
Benediction - - Frank Minton, pastor, First Baptist Church, Anchorage, Alaska

--

----

-----

Tom Elliff. ~ r e s i d i n ~Don
: McMinn. music
6:15 Music
Combined choirs and orchestras of First Southern Baptist Church, Del City,
Okla.; Champion Forest Baptist Church, Houston; Bannockburn Baptist Church, Austin,
Texas; Luke Garrett, music evangelist, Dallas
6:50 Testimony - - Ron Boswell, Foreign Mission Board, Richmond, Va.
Prayer
Michael Rochelle, pastor, West Oakey Baptist Church, Las Vegas, Nev.
7:05 Message
John McArthur, pastor, Grace Comtnunity Church, Sun Valley, Calif.
7:30 Music
A musical proclamation by combined conference musicians
7 : 5 5 Message
Morris Chapman, pastor, First Baptist Church, Wichita Falls, Texas
8:25 Welcome to the Convention and Prayer
Jerry Vines, president, Southern Baptist
Convention; pastor, First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla.
Combined choirs and orchestras of First Southern Baptist Church, Del
Offertory
City, Okla. ; Champion Forest Baptist Church, Houston; Bannockburn Baptist Church,
Austin, Texas
8:40 Message
Charles Stanley, pastor, First Baptist Church, Atlanta
Introduction of 1991 Southern Baptist Convention Pastors' Conference Officers
President of the 1991 Southern Baptist Convention Pastors' Conference
Benediction

--

-----

--

--

--

--

--3o--
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SBC Campus ministers to focus
on edification, multiplication
NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Campus ministers from across the nation will focus on the edification
and multiplication of ministry when they convene in New Orleans June 10-11.

...

"Ministers Edified
Ministry Multiplied" will be the theme for the Association of
Southern Baptist Campus Ministers annual meeting in the Quality Inn Midtown.
The campus ministers' meeting is one of more than a dozen auxiliary conferences to be
held in conjunction with the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting in New Orleans June
12-14.
The meeting's theme picks up on the SBC annual meeting theme, "The Churches: Edified
Multiplied," said Tana J. Clement, the association's program vice president: and
coordinator of Baptist student ministry in metropolitan St. Louis.

...

"We're looking at the word 'edified' in the SBC theme," she said. "If we a
professional organization will do all we can to build each other up professionally and
strengthen each other personally, our ministries will multiply automatically.
"We chose three topics to build off this theme. Our first responsibility is to
strengthen our relationship with our savior. Second, we must have a support base among
Christian friends, our Christian brothers. Thirdly, we've been loved by God, and we have
been called to receive love and give love to other people on the planet, to minister in
Jesus' name."
In addition to relating to the SBC theme, the topics grew out of a survey of campus
ministers' needs that was conducted by the association last year, Clement said.
Theme interpreters for the meeting will be:

--

Molly Marshall-Green, assistant professor of theology at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky. Her speech will be titled "I Have Called You Friend
... Intimacy WLth God."

--

Tom Logue, retired director of student ministries for the Arkansas Baptist State
Convention in Little Rock. His topic will be "A Friend Loves at All Times ... Developing a
Personal Support System."

- - Douglas Ezell. pastor of Napoleon Avenue-Parker Memorial United Methodist Church in
New Orleans. "No Greater Love Than This
Ministry in Jesus' Name" will be the focus of
his address.

...

The campus ministers will be led in worship three times by Constance McNeill,
metropolitan coordinator for student ministries in Kansas City, Mo.
They also will hear a presentation on volunteer student ministry in the Soviet Union
from Charles Johnson, director of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board's student
ministry department.
The conference will feature "professional pilgrimages" told by Michelle Tooley, a
student at Southern Seminary and formerly student ministry director at Northeast Louisiana
University in Monroe, and Randy Deering, area director of student ministry for Orange
County/San Diego, Calif.
Association President Raye Nell Dyer, director of Baptist student ministry at the
University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, will lead the campus ministers in
reflections and challenges.
Participants will choose from four special-interest conferences. They are:
-more-

-

-
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"Help, I ' m Losing My Balance," led by David Gentry, executive director and counselor

at Westwood Ministries in Mertzon, Texas.

- - "Improving Your Skill in Assessing Students' Needs," by Macklyn Hubbell, professor
of psychology and counseling at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.

--

"Where Do I. Go from Here?" by Glenn McCoy, student minister at Eastern New Mexico
University in Portales.

--

"Maintaining Spiritual Passion,**by Bob Utley, assistant professor of religion at
Ease Texas Baptist University in Marshall.

- -30- -

ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN BAPTIST CAMPUS MINISTERS

June 10-11. 1990
Quality Inn Midtown, New Orleans
Theme:

"Ministers Edified

... Ministry

Multiplied"

Sundav afternoon. June 10

Raye Nell Dyer, ASBCM president; University of Texas Medical Branch, Galveston, presiding
2 :00 Registration
3:00 Welc~meand Program Overview
3:15 Worship - - Constance McNeill, metro coordinator for student ministries, Kansas City,
Mo
3:45 "I Have Called You Friend
Intimacy with God" - - Molly Marshall-Green, assistant
professor of theology, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.
4:15 Break
4:25 Professional Pilgrimage - - Michelle Tooley, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville
4:40 "Creating and Maintaining Good Denominational Relationships" - - Dan Yeary, pastor,
University Baptist Church, Coral Gables, Fla.
5:30 Adjourn

.

...

Sundav evening. June lg
Woody Hammete, ASBCM president-elect; University of South Carolina, Columbia, presiding
7:00 Worship
Constance McNeill
7:30 "A Friend Loves at all Times ... Developing a Personal Support System"
Tom Logue,
retired director of student ministries, Arkansas Baptist Convention, Little Rock
8:00 Book Reviews
8:20 Break
8:30 Conferences
9:30 Reception - - Hosted by the Louisiana Baptist student ministries department

--

--

av morning. June 11
Dwain Gregory, ASBCM membership vice president; U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs,
Colo., presiding
8:30 Worship
Constance McNeill
9:00 Conferences
10:OO Break
10:15 Department of Student Ministry Presents: Volunteer Student Ministry in the Soviet
Union
Charles Johnson, director, department of student ministry, Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board, Nashville
10:45 Business Session
11:45 Adjourn

--

--

-
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Mondav afternoon. June 11

Virginia Bridges, ASBCM publications vice president, Samford University, Birmingham, Ala.,
presiding
1:15 Invocation
Professional Pilgrimage
Randy Deering, area director of student ministry, Orange
County/San Diego, Calif.
1:30 "No Greater Love Than This
Ministry in Jesus' Name" - - Douglas Ezell, pastor,
Napoleon Avenue-Parker Memorial United Methodist Church, New Orleans
2:00 Reflections and Challenges
Raye Nell Dyer
2:30 Benediction
-30-

--

...

--
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Missions is focus
of SBC day camp

C' aptist press
pl /@,,,4/9/90
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By James Warren

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Future Southern Baptist missionaries, pastors and lay leaders may
attend seminary during the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting by registering for SBC
Missions Day Camp sponsored by the children and youth division of the Southern Baptist
Brotherhood Commission.
More than 350 children are expected to attend the three-day camp at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary, Parents attending the annual meeting may register their children who
have completed grades 1-6 this year.
"Missions Day Camp is a unique missions education experience for children attending the
Southern Baptist Convention," said James H. Smith, Brotherhood Commission president.
"Children will have fun as they learn about missions and meet Southern Baptist
missionaries."
Missions Day Camp is scheduled during all daytime sessions of the convention. Tuesday,
June 12, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; Wednesday, June 13, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 Pam.;and Thursday, June 14,
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., or when the convention adjourns.
Cost'is $8 per day per child. This includes lunch Tuesday and Thursday and
refreshments all days.
To register children for day camp, messengers may visit the Missions Day Camp Booth
near the messenger registration area of the Louisiana Superdome Monday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., and
during daytime convention sessions Tuesday and Wednesday.
Transportation is provided to and from the day camp from the Superdome. All day
campers will leave by 8:30 a.m. from the Missions Day Camp drop-off and pick-up area.
Children in the seventh grade and older are eligible to serve as assistant counselors
for the day camp by contacting Karl Bozeman at the Brotherhood Commission, 1548 Poplar Ave.,
Memphis, Tenn. 38104. Assistant counselors must register with Bozeman at the Missions Day
Camp Booth on Monday.
The day campers should dress comfortably. Most activities will be outside in a park
area on the seminary campus.
--3O-Churches can lead in care
for AIDS victims doctor

F

MILL VALLEY, Calif. (BP)--The church is uniquely qualified to help care for people
suffering from AIDS and their families, and Oklahoma City physician and home missionary
said,
-more

-
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Fred L. Loper, a national missionary for medical missions serving through the Southern
Baptist Home Mission Board, spoke to ethics classes at Golden Gate Baptist Theological
Seminary in Mill Valley, Calif., on "AIDS and the Church."
Loper described how AIDS spreads and provided other medical facts about the disease
"It's definitely not spread by eating, drinking or even using the same toothbrush," he
said. AIDS also cannot be spread through use of a common communion chalice, he added.
The AIDS virus can be found in all body fluids and can be transmitted through blood,
semen, breast milk and vaginal secretions, Loper said.
Doctors do not know whether infants born with AIDS contract it before birth or in the
birth canal, he reported.
In the United States, AIDS most commonly is spread by use of shared needles by
intravenous drug users, as well as sexual intercourse.
Studies in Africa, where the incidence of AIDS is much greater than in the United
States, have shown no occurrences of the disease in children from 5 to 13 years.
If they do not get AIDS from their mothers, they are safe from the disease until they
become sexually active--even though they are bitten by mosquitoes that also have bitten
people with AIDS, he noted.
As viruses go, AIDS is a "wimp," unable to survive in most environments, including the
air, desktops and sinks, Loper said.
Unfortunately, ministry to people with AIDS is not strong, he said, adding, "It's not
difficult to take care of folks with AIDS, but for the most part, we haven't made up our
minds to do it."
Recently he asked a group of Baptist pastors in San Jose, Calif., if any of them had
members of their congregations who had been affected by AIDS, and 90 percent responded.
Pastors and congregations should make AIDS sufferers and their families feel welcome,
he urged: "We should say, 'It's OK to be here. We will help you."
People ought to follow the example of Christ, who touched and healed lepers, the
untouchables of his day. "He is the model for me," Loper said.
Many AIDS sufferers do not have medical insurance, money, food, clothes and housing, he
said, noting those are areas of possible ministry.
"We also need to offer counseling to help families work through the issues," Loper
added. He encouraged students and their congregations to minister to AIDS patients and
their families through listening and providing financial assistance.
--3o--

This article was adapted from an article in the Marin (Calif.) Independent Journal.
EDITOR'S NOTE:

Following is the last of a three-part series on adult Sunday school.

Church's education philosophy
guides choices for curriculum

By Frank Wm. White

NASHVILLE (BE')--A Southern Baptist church that is unhappy with its Sunday school
literature may be using the wrong literature, according to specialists in adult Christian
education.
--more-

-
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Three lines of literature available for adult Bible study from the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board have characteristics to suit the education philosophies of different
churches, said Larry Shotwell, manager of the board's adult Sunday school program section,
Shotwell and other Sunday school leaders explained that church leaders should consider
carefully their preference in selecting literature.
The church should identify whether its philosophy is for Sunday school to be driven by
people's needs or by Bible content. The literature that best fits the philosophy should be
chosen, said Johnny Ross, associate director for adult work of the church program division
at the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina.
All three curriculum series involve class members in exploring, discovering,
assimilating and applying Bible content, Shotwell said.

The three lines differ in their approach to Bible study, he explained. Bible Book
begins with Bible passages. Truths for adults grow out of those passages. Life and Work
begins with life needs and chooses Scripture passages to apply to those needs. Convention
Uniform deals with specific life needs as they relate within selected major areas of the
Bible.
Outlining other distinctive3 of the curriculum lines. Shotwell said Convention Uniform
and Bible Book series use only the King James translation for Scripture references. The
Life and Work Series uses the New American Standard Bible, with King James also quoted.
The Bible Book Series covers all books of the Bible in a nine-year study plan, while
the Convention Uniform Series follows a systematic study of major areas of the Bible in a
six-year cycle and the Life and Work Series provides a systematic study of portions of the
Bible related to the life needs of adults and to the life and work of Southern Baptists, he
noted.
The preaching style of the pastor can be a major factor in choosing a curriculum,
Shotwell said.
If the preacher has a needs-oriented sermon approach, the church may want to use the
Bible Book Series in Sunday school for balance. Or an expository preaching style may lead
to a choice of the needs-oriented approach of the Life and Work Series, he said.
Shotwell recommends that the church and not individual classes make the decision on
curriculum. All classes using the same curriculum serfes simplifies grouping, outreach and
training. With all classes using the same curriculum, the preacher may want to coordinate
his sermon with a similar topic in Sunday school, he said.
While it is more convenient for all adult classes to use one curriculum series, the
demand for uniformity limits flexibility, said Mike Harton, associate professor of adult
education and the J.M. Frost Sunday School Board professor of Christian education at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky.
While adult classes at Green Acres Baptist Church in Tyler, Texas, use Life and Work
materials, they have a chance periodically to review Bible Book and Convention Uniform
materials, said Dennis Parrott, minister of administration and education.
"Every few years, we look at the others. Once we agree on one, all Sunday school
teachers commit to using it," Parrott said.
That approach is essential for weekly workers meetings to be effective, Parrott said.
And without the unified approach, planning is not possible, Ross pointed out.
--more-
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"My preference is that a church make a choice and use the same literature," he said.
He realizes that often does not happen and noted that in his own church a11 three lines of
adult literature offered by the board are used somewhere.
Improvements in curriculum planned for October 1991 may make identifying the curriculum
best suited to individual churches easier.
The Convention Uniform Series will be designed primarily for churches with Sunday
school enrollments of fewer than 150. Teaching procedures and materials will be planned
with smaller classes in mind, Shotwell pointed out.
Life and Work Series materials will be planned primarily for churches with Sunday
school enrollments of more than 150, while the Bible Book Series will be for either.
"Of course, churches of any size may choose any of the three series that suits them,''
Shotwell said.

All three lines will have a stronger emphasis on evangelism. At any point where
evangelism can be highlighted in the literature it will be, Shotwell said.
The Southern Baptist Bold Mission Thrust rnissions/evangelism campaign logo will be used
to point out evangelistic teaching opportunities.
The materials will be easier to use, he said. Two teaching procedures will be
provided. Previously, some materials provided some additional teaching approaches. The
improved materials will have complete teaching plans with basic learning methods in plan one
and a wider range of activities in plan two,
Teachers' materials will provide information on how to organize a Sunday school class
and tips on how to be a better teacher. Additional features will provide suggestions for
weekly workers' meetings.
For the first time, Shotwell said, the teacher's book will have materials for the rota1
Sunday morning session, including a department period.
A greater emphasis on the Bible will allow for expanded Bible exposition and
commentary.
The improved material will be more attractive, with more color on the cover and inside,
Shotwell said.
Already, several improvements have been made in all curriculum materials. Evangelism
has a higher visibility through the plan of Christian salvation feature in all appropriate
materials.
An increased emphasis on application has been included in the Bible Book Series.
A greater emphasis on Bible books and portions of Bible books is being provided in Life
and Work materials, with topical studies planned occasionally.
-30BP ~ h o t omailed to state Baptist newspapers by SSB bureau of Baptist Press
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Seminarian clowns around,
but illustrates God's love

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--When

it comes to serving others, Pam Foster likes to clown around.

The Anchorage, Alaska, native feels mime, puppetry and clowning are ways of capturing
people's attention, na real creative way for people to see God."
--more--
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"I think a lor of people would listen to (the creative arts) that wouldn't just listen
to someone get up and speak or preach," said Foster, a student at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary.

"A lot of times people think Christians are stuffy and don't know how to have fun," she
explained. The creative arts "help people See a different side, see something they hadn't
understood before in that way."
Foster began working with puppets as a shy adolescent in junior high school. She found
it was a way she could express herself while hiding behind another character.
"No one could see me, but my puppet could talk," she said. "Gradually, I got to where

I could talk in front of people, and now here I am at seminary."
Through her experience, Foster has found "a puppet can say chings about people and to
people that a person could never say. (Those watching) can identify and say, 'That's silly.
That's fantasy. But the situation sounds familiar.' ... And I've seen adults just as
mesmerized with puppets as kids."
Foster first became interested in clowning when she was a summer missionary working
with a church in New Jersey in 1982. She and her partner found some clown makeup in the
pastor's basement and experimented with it. Soon they began incorporating clowning
into their Backyard Bible Club and Vacation Bible School programs. Since then, Foster has
found clowning an effective tool to communicate, especially with children, and to help make
people feel good about themselves.
"One of the major themes of Christian clowning is servanthood," she said. "I think
that's what God does for us. He lifts us up and helps us reach the potential we can be
through him,
"Not that a clown skit will change someone's life, but it can help them see something
maybe they haven't seen before,
like, 'Hey, I'm OK,' or, 'Hey, God loves me.'

...

"Instead of making a joke on somebody, you make the joke on yourself," Foster said of
her clown character. "Instead of tearing other people down, you build them up."
For example, a Christian clown might hold a flower, breathe on it, and i t will die.
But when the clown holds the flower out to another to breathe on it, the flower will bloom.

"A lot of clown people say you're not supposed to share the gospel outright because a
clown is fantasy and the gospel of Christ is not," Foster continued. "But T think it can
help them understand a lot of truths about God.
"That's the key to drama or any of the creative arts: helping people understand ideas,
truths or concepts.
Foster holds a bachelor's degree from Southern Oregon State College, and hopes to
graduate from New Orleans Seminary in May with a master's degree in Christian education.
Currently, she does some traveling using creative arts, including teaching
puppets, drama and clowning at Southern Baptist Centrifuge camps for youth during the
summer.
"Just in a regular worship service, you can do a lot through drama that will help
people see something in a different way," Foster said.
She likes to use her talents to catch people's attention, motivate them and help them
reach their God-given potential.
--3O--
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more than sun, sea for Mills
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NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Life in the Caribbean is not all sun, sea and sand for Lambert Mills.
It is his homeland, a myriad of islands inhabited by hurting people who need Jesus.
Born in St. Kitts on the Leeward Islands, Mills has traveled throughout the Caribbean
finding ways to share Christ through media, one-on-onecontact, starting churches and
training leaders. A student working on a master's degree in Christian Education at New
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, he is on a year's study leave from his duties as
principal of Barbados Baptist College in Barbados.
Mills accepted
postman, who became
Kitts preaching his
was among about 100

Christ as a teenager because of the influence of his home island's
a Christian while on a visit to the United States and returned to St.
newly found faith. The postman started a Bible study, and Mills
people who attended and made decisions for Christ.

The Bible study was the only one of its kind on the island, and as a new Christian, the
postman knew little about starting a church. But he knew that churches in the United Stares
held Sunday morning services regularly, so he began the tradition.
When a missionary visited the group of new believers, he said: "You all behave and
teach and preach like Baptists. The only thing is you are not baptized." The postman, who
later became pastor, gathered the 100 or so new converts together for a massive baptism
ceremony, and Antioch Baptist Church was established.
With the decision to follow Christ, a change came into Mills' life. His family noticed
the difference and eventually each professed Christ as their savior.
Mills' call to full-time Christian ministry came while he was listening to a Christian
radio broadcast, and he accepted the position of pastor of a mission of Antioch Church.
Later, Mills moved to Antigua, where he was pastor of a Baptist church for eight years.
While in Antigua, he and his wife, Denise, became involved in the Caribbean Baptist
Fellowship, and Mills became chairman of the trustees for Barbados Bible College, which
offers theological studies for church leaders throughout the Caribbean islands.
Later, he was called as professor and principal.
The college offers pastors a two-year, non-accredited degree. Students attend from a
variety of language backgrounds, including English, Spanish and French. Theirs is a culture
that varies from island to island, with currencies, customs and cuisines native to each.
Although the Caribbean people are friendly, Mills said, society is plagued with drug
abuse and spiritism, and "you have to preach just as hard as any other place."
He hopes to add to college courses such useful studies as how to minister to drug
addicts. His dream is to see an accredited degree offered one day, or courses toward such a
degree students could complete in seminaries in the United States.
Currently, the 15-20 students at the college include those without high school degrees
and those who have completed higher education. Such a diverse scope of students is
difficult to teach adequately, Mills said, and he would like to see more programs available
to meet the needs of each who attends.
One of the keys to reaching the Caribbean people, Mills has found, is through media.
"Some people will watch TV but won't come to church," he said.
As a trustee for the Baptist Communications Center, which produces media specifically
for the Caribbean, he hosts a 30-minute television talk show and travels throughout the
islands recording movies, videotapes and radio programs.
-more-
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He has helped produce videos and workbooks to train Sunday school teachers and is
involved in leading workshops and consultarions. His wife writes Sunday School c u r r i c u l ~
for the Caribbean.
But the main key to sharing Chrlst with the Caribbean people is through lifestyle
evangelism, telling them the gospel one-on-one and.showing through daily life what it means
to follow Christ. Mills said.
"Like any place, 'what people in the Caribbean need most is that relationship with Jesus
Christ."

- - 3- 0- - -

Foster care places
'Mission in actin'

C@ Baptist Press
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By Breena Kent Paine
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NEW ORLEANS (BP)--"This is home missions funds in action," Tami Harrell said referring
to the child she held in her arms, a newborn boy from a home for unwed mothers begun 57
years ago and built by Southern Baptist Annie Armstrong Easter Offering funds.
Mrs. Harrell and her husband, Lewis, are one of two New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary couples sewing as foster parents of newborn infants from the Sellers Baptist Home
and Adoption Center in New Orleans. The babies are in their care from shortly after they
are born to the time adoption is completed, a process that may take a few days or a few
weeks.
As an agency of the Southern Baptist
for its ongoing ministry through gifts to
budget. All the expenses for foster care
furniture and medical care. "All we have

Home Mission Board, Sellers Home receives funds
the Southern Baptist Cooperative Program unified
are provided, including diapers, formula, clothes,
to give is our love," Mrs. Harrell said.

But foster care has a difficult side as well: saying good-bye. The Harrells' first
foster baby was a black girl, in their care for six days; but a bond was formed, and the
blow of saying good-bye was softened by one factor.
"I just think about that couple that has been trying to adopt a baby," Mrs. Harrell
explained. "When I see their joy at finally holding that child in their arms, I'm filled
with joy as well.
Of the child now in their care, she said: "I love him, and I love him being here with
us. But I can't wait to see his parents' reaction when they see him."
She added: "People tell us all the time that we're gluttons for punishment because we
make ourselves vulnerable emotionally by taking a baby into our home for a few days and then
having to give it up. My mother felt that way at first, bur then she said, 'If everybody
did not do things for fear of getting hurt, no one would do anything.'"
Sellers Home is
economic groups, and
for shelter, support
where they can spend

open to unwed mothers throughout the nation from all social and
offers a toll-free number. 8 0 0 - 5 5 2 - 9 2 1 3 . It provides an opportunity
and counseling for the residents and also operates a day-care center
time caring for babies as they await the birth of their own.

"Although we offer adoption services, we do not push the residents to make that
decision,'' said social worker Sydna Peterson. "Instead, we present to them their options
and encourage them in whatever decision they make, whether it is to parent or to place it
'
for adoption,I
"My wife and I both are pro-life advocates," said Richard Vickers, a doctoral student
and another campus foster parent. "Part of the pro-life position is t o offer options to
abortion, so we feel like foster care is a small way to be a part of a complex system that
offers young women that kind of alternative."
- -more- -
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The Harrells agreed, saying that foster parenting was their way of "putting action
where our words are" on the pdsiti0n of abortion.
"We are the ones being ministered to because it is such an opportunity and a pleasure
to take care of the child," Harrell said. "It's giving us experience and fulfilling a need
for us because we want children of our own one day."

The Harrells said they have learned much about patience and flexibility through foster
care. For example, the boy now in their care was due in January, then the date was pushed
to March, All that time, the Harrells waited, Then they got a phone call that the mother
had gone into labor, but before she did not deliver the baby for three days, then several
more days went by before she would place him in foster care.
"We feel this has taught us a lot and made us more tender and understanding toward
young women in need,,' said Harrell, who has been a youth minister in the past and hopes to
continue in that capacity.
"After working with the Sellers Home, we will know better how to counsel girls in such
a situarion and suggest to them a place to go for help," he said.
Vickers and his wife, Diane, have been as foster parents for four children since they
became a pare of the program this spring. With two daughters of their own - - Sabrina, 14,
and Cynthia, 11 - - they have found it "an opportunity to pull us together as a family."

"My two children live pretty hectic lives with their separate schools and separate
functions, but they tend to stay home a lot more when there is a baby," he said.
"It's given us an opportunity to teach them some things about parenting.
discuss with them about infant care and then watch them do it."

"We can

Although Harrell plans to graduate in May with a religious education degree, he said
that wherever God sends them, "we hope t o find a place where we can continue foster
parenting."

- -30--
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Rural church reaches community
from abandoned 1-room school
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DALLAS (BP)--From modest beginnings in an abandoned, one-room schoolhouse, Prairie
Grove Baptist Church has become a congregation serving an unchurched rural area in Cooke
County, Texas.

Three years ago, layman Larry Clark and his family began to feel burdened about not
being involved in missions. In particular, they were troubled by the absence of any
Southern Baptist church in the Prairie Grove community, seven miles southeast of
Gainesville, Texas.
"It's near the north end of Ray Roberts lake - - an up-and-comingarea with a wide-open
opportunity to reach people for Christ," Clark said.

With the direction and assistance of Ed Wiggins, director of missions for North Central
Baptist Area, the Clark family and others informally started surveying the Prairie Grove
community wLrh the intention of starring a new church.
"We asked if there was any interest in starting a church there. We found 17 interested
people, all Baptists who weren't going anywhere else," Clark said.
-more--

-
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Under the sponsorship of Ht. Pleasant Baptist Church in Valley View, Texas, Prairie
Grove Baptist Mission was able to secure a meeting site
the old Prairie Grove School,
built in 1881.

--

"We started with 21 in Sunday School, meeting outside that first summer while the
building was being remodeled," Clark said.

--

--

now self-supporting
enlisted the Texas Baptist Men
The following year, the church
Retiree Builders to build a 2,700 square-foot educational facility beside the original
meetinghouse.
Although the church has been without a pastor since l a s t November, growth has
continued. Currently, the congregation has 57 members and 61 enrolled in Sunday school,
"Nearly all that
"Since starting, we've had 22 baptisms," Clark said.
we've reached are people in the community who weren't going to church anywhere."
'

Texas Baptists have participated in reaching that community through gifts to the Mary
Hill Davis Offering for State Missions and on-going support through the Southern Baptist
Cooperative Program unified budget. Prairie Grove Church has received both direct financial
assistance and a small church loan through the Baptist General Convention of Texas.
Recently, Prairie Grove Church was given an additional acre adjoining its property. It
has drawn up plans for a new sanctuary and hopes to work with the TBM Retiree Builders on
another project.
"It has all fallen into place.. We just can't brag on the Lord enough. He's been in
this in countless ways," Clark said,
-30--
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