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Life  i n  E l  Salvador back. t o  
'normal,' missionaries say By Mary E. Speidel  

SAN SALVADOR, E l  Salvador (BP)--For t h e  first time s ince  l e f t i s t  g u e r r i l l a s  at tacked San 
Salvador Nov. 11, combat is beginning t o  subside and l i f e  i s  re turning t o  "normal," sa id  a 
Southern Bap t i s t  missionary there .  

Fighting between government troops and r e b e l s  i s  sporadic and concentrated i n  small groups 
throughout $an Salvador, missionary B i l l  S t e n n e t t  s a i d  in an interview. "1 know of no l a rge  
movement l i k e  we've had t h e  previous 15 days o r  so," s a i d  S tenne t t ,  who l i v e s  i n  San Salvador, 
the nat ion 's  c a p i t a l .  S tennet t  i s  from Richmond, Va. H i s  wife,  Libby, is  from Washington, D.C. 

Travel throughout the  c i t y  i s  normal and food suppl ies  a r e  adequate, he sa id .  A 12-hour 
n ight ly  curfew has been c u t  i n  ha l f .  

"Life i s  about a s  normal as i t ' s  been t h e  pas t  t e n  years,"  sa id  S tenne t t ,  who has worked i n  
E l  Salvador throughout the  decade-long c i v i l  war. 

The S tenne t t s  l i v e  i n  a s e c t i o n  of Ban Salvador not as heavily h i t  a s  some areas  of the 
c i t y .  "No a rea  i s  completely protected when miss i l e s  a r e  f ly ing  around, but  we j u s t  have not 
f e l t  the need t o  leave," he sa id .  

Missionaries John (Rusty) and Peggy A l u m s ,  who a l s o  l i v e  i n  San Salvador, w i l l  begin a 
furlough i n  the  United S t a t e s  following a b r i e f  vacation i n  Guatemala. After  in tense  combat 
broke out  near t h e i r  home Nov. 29, the  Alumses l e f t  San Salvador f o r  Guatemala City Dec. 1. The 
day before,  severa l  hundred o the r  Americans l e f t  San Salvador's western neighborhoods aboard a 
U.S.-chartered a i r c r a f t  headed f o r  the  United S ta tes .  

The Alumses a r e  from Mobile and Birmingham, Ala., respectively.  Alums is  responsible f o r  
the r e t a i l  d iv i s ion  of  the  th ree  Bap t i s t  book s t o r e s  i n  E l  Salvador. S tenne t t  w i l l  handle those 
d u t i e s  i n  h i s  absence. 

For missionaries Samuel and Margaret Drummond, Life  has been f a i r l y  calm in Santa Ana, about 
50 kilometers from San Salvador, where f i g h t i n g  was concentrated. 

The f i r a t  night the  g u e r r i l l a s  a t tacked t h e  c a p i t a l  (Nov. 11 1, f igh t ing  broke out i n  Santa 
Ana, "but s ince  then t h e  army has  kept  th ings  p r e t t y  much under control ,"  s a i d  Mrs. Drummond, of 
Louisvi l le ,  Ky. Her husband is  from Camden, Tenn. Some skirmishes have been reported outs ide  
the c i t y  but "our life has been very calm here," she sa id .  "Of course, i n  wars l i k e  t h i s ,  things 
a r e  very changeable. " 

In recent weeks, l eaders  of severa l  P ro tes tan t  denominations have expressed growing concern 
following a r r e s t s  of church workers i n  E l  Salvador. Since the  violence began i n  e a r l y  November, 
between 20 and 50 foreign church workers have been a r res ted  o r  expelled from the nation,  
according t o  p ress  repor ts .  Eight are U.S. c i t i z e n s .  

One of those under a r r e s t  inc ludes  American Bap t i s t  volunteer Jennifer  Jean Casolo, of 
Thomaston, Conn. Casolo, 28, pleaded innocent Dec. 6 t o  charges t h a t  she hid weapons f o r  l e f t i s t  
g u e r r i l l a s .  

Caaolo and two Salvadoran women were a r r e s t e d  Nov. 26 a f t e r  secur i ty  fo rces  raided her  San 
Salvador residence and found hundreds of explosives and more than 80,000 rounds of ammunition 

, buried in the  yard. Casolo works with Chr i s t i an  Educational Seminars, a San Antonio, Texas-based 
organization t h a t  arranges fac t - f inding t o u r s  of' E l  Salvador f o r  Americans. 

--more-- 
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O f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  American B a p t i s t  Churches i n  t h e  U.S.A., o f  which Casolo is a member, 
charged she  was framed by t h e  Salvadoran government. But Salvadoran and U.S. o f f i c i a l s  have s a i d  
cons iderable  evidence of Caso lo f s  involvement wi th  t h e  r e b e l s  e x i s t s .  American c i v i l  r i g h t s  
l eade r  J e s s e  Jackson announced Dec. 10 he would go  t o  E l  Salvador t o  a sk  f o r  an end t o  t h e  c i v i l  
war and seek Casolo 's  r e l ease .  

Southern B a p t i s t  mi s s iona r i e s  i n  E l  Sa lvador  do no t  a n t i c i p a t e  any harassment from 
government f o r c e s ,  s a i d  S tenne t t .  

As Salvadorans try t o  recover  from t h e  l a t e s t  v io lence ,  S t e n n e t t  urged Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  
pray f o r  t h e  p ro t ec t ion  o f  t he  people. "Pray t h a t  t h e  armed c o n f l i c t  w i l l  end and people w i l l  be 
a b l e  t o  g e t  back t o  a more normal l i f e , "  he s a i d .  

Besides he lp ing  wi th  refugee needs, t h e  S t e n n e t t s  have worked with B a p t i s t  churches i n  San 
Miguel t o  he lp  r e p a i r  homes damaged i n  t h e  f i g h t i n g .  They a r e  us ing  Foreign Mission Board r e l i e f  
funds f o r  t h e  p ro j ec t .  San Miguel, E l  Sa lvador ' s  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  c i t y ,  was t h e  second ha rdes t -h i t  
a r ea  i n  t h e  combat, S t e n n e t t  s a i d .  "We're j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  make emergency r e p a i r s  s o  t h a t  people 
can move back i n t o  t h e i r  homes and f e e l  safe l i v i n g , "  he s a i d .  

Since t h e  r e b e l  o f f ens ive  began, 54 c i v i l i a n s  have d i ed ,  according t o  r epor t s .  I n  add i t i on ,  
1,850 g u e r r i l l a s  have d ied  and 1,183 have been wounded. The army has  repor ted  457 dea ths  of 
t roops  and 1,341 wounded. 

--30-- 

McConnell: Turn on head l igh t s  f l -BJC B a p t i s t  P re s s  
i n  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  drunk d r i v i n g  By Kathy Palen 12/12/89 

WASHINGTON (BP)--Americans have been asked t o  t u r n  on t h e i r  c a r  head l igh t s  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  
t u r n  o f f  drunk d r iv ing .  

Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., i n v i t e d  peogle a c r o s s  t h e  na t ion  t o  j o i n  him Dee. 31 i n  
symbolizing t h e i r  r e so lve  t o  f i g h t  drunk d r iv ing .  

"From noon t o  3 p.m., t u r n  your h e a d l i g h t s  on when you d r ive , "  McConnell, a Southern 
B a p t i s t ,  s a i d  dur ing  a Dec. 11 p r e s s  conference.  "This procession of  head l igh t s  w i l l  be a 
reminder t o  o t h e r  d r i v e r s  no t  t o  d r ink  and d r i v e  as we r i n g  i n  t h e  New Year. And i t  w i l l  be a 
memorial t o  a l l  t hose  v i c t ims  of drunk d r i v i n g  who w i l l  no t  be wi th  us  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  dawn of 
t he  new decade." 

During a White House b r i e f i n g  t h a t  preceded t h e  p re s s  conference, Pres ident  Bush c a l l e d  
drunk and drugged d r i v i n g  "one o f  America's l a r g e s t  h e a l t h  and pub l i c  s a f e t y  problems." . 

Each y e a r ,  a lmost  25,000 Americans a r e  k i l l e d  and another  500,000 i n j u r e d  i n  a lcohol - re la ted  
acc iden t s ,  he  s a i d .  And f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  ages  16 t o  35, he added, drunk d r i v i n g  i s  the  l ead ing  
cause o f  death.  

"Drunk d r i v i n g  is  a grave  crisis," Bush s a i d .  "Drunk d r i v i n g  i s  a continuing crisis. And I 
ag ree  completely t h a t  drunk d r i v i n g  is  a n a t i o n a l  c r i s i s . "  

But t he  p re s iden t  a l s o  commended "one o f  t he  most amazing success s t o r i e s  of  the 1980s -- 
t h e  all-American campaign t o  reduce t h e  awful t o l l  of  drunk driving."  

I n  the  l a s t  s i x  y e a r s ,  he s a i d ,  drunk d r i v i n g  dea ths  f e l l  an es t imated  20 percent  even 
though t o t a l  miles t r a v e l e d  r o s e  more than  25 percent .  H e  c r e d i t e d  tougher s t a t e  laws and 
enforcement, a uniform n a t i o n a l  d r ink ing  age and an  inc reaae  o f  e f f e c t i v e  c i t i z e n  groups. 

While f e d e r a l  e f f o r t s  a r e  impor tant ,  real success  i n  f i g h t i n g  drunk d r i v i n g  depends "not on 
what happens i n s i d e  t h e  White House, b u t  what happens i n s i d e  your house," Bush t o l d  t h e  people 
a t t end ing  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  

"We must teach  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  a l coho l  is a drug and any i r r e s p o n s i b l e  drug use  i s  wrong, 
t h a t  d r iv ing  drunk is  a crime, a v i o l e n t  crime. And we must teach them tha t  choices have 
consequences and t h a t  some of l i f e r s  worst  consequences can be avoided." 

--more-- 



12/12/89 Page 3 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
1 

During McConnellts p r e s s  conference ,  two o t h e r  Southern  B a p t i s t s  made s ta tements .  

Robert M. Parham, a s s o c i a t e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission, 
c a l l e d  f o r  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  e x c i s e  t a x  on a l c o h o l i c  beverages and r e s t r i c t i o n s  on 
a l coho l  adver t i sements  and promotions. 

"The f e d e r a l  e x c i s e  t a x  on bee r  and wine has  no t  been r a i s e d  s i n c e  1951," Parham s a i d .  "An 
i n c r e a s e  is long  overdue and much needed t o  s ave  l i v e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  young l i v e s . "  

On r e s t r i c t i n g  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  h e  s a i d :  "Alcohol a d s  o f t e n  imply a l i n k  between d r ink ing  and 
a t h l e t i c ,  s o c i a l  and s e x u a l  success .  Ads o f t e n  t a r g e t  vu lne rab l e  popu la t i ons ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t hose  
who a r e  under t h e  l e g a l  d r i nk ing  age .  Ads f a i l  t o  a l e r t  consumers t o  t h e  i l l - h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  
consequences a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  u se  o f  a lcohol . "  

Also appear ing  a t  t h e  p r e s s  conference  was D.L. Dan I r e l a n d ,  p r e s i d e n t  of t he  American 
Council on Alcohol Problems and execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Alabama C i t i z e n s  Action Program. 

--30 -- 
18-inch crawl space h i d e s  
mi s s iona r i e s  from danger  By Cra ig  B i rd  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
12/12/89 

NAIROBI, Kenya (BPI--Their h i d i n g  p l a c e  wasn ' t  deep,  bu t  i t  was wide enough t o  h ide  Don and 
Mary A l i ce  Dol i fka  from t h e  men ransacking  t h e i r  home. 

The Do l i fka s ,  v e t e r a n  Southern B a p t i s t  m i s s iona r i e s  i n  E a s t  Af r i ca ,  had l i t t l e  t ime t o  h i d e  
from a gang o f  10 t o  15 men who a t t a cked  and ransacked t h e i r  house about  50 mi l e s  south  of 
Nai robi ,  Kenya. 

The a t t a c k e r s  appa ren t ly  in tended  t o  k i l l  t he  couple  as they robbed t h e i r  r u r a l  home, s a i d  
t h e  Do l i f i ka s ,  who were s t i l l  d e a l i n g  w i th  t h e  trauma weeks a f t e r  t h e  October i nc iden t .  

"We were awakened (about  2 a.m.) by t h e  n o i s e  of  two k i t c h e n  windows s h a t t e r i n g  and seconds 
l a t e r  ... huge rocks  s t a r t e d  bouncing o f f  one of t he  o u t s i d e  doors  of t h e  house," recounted 
Dol i fka ,  o f  F l a g l e r ,  Colo. "The n o i s e  woke up ou r  two (house)  workers,  who heard t h e  men y e l l i n g  
they were going t o  k i l l  us. So they  s l i p p e d  o u t  t h e  windows of  t h e i r  houses and ran  f o r  help."  

Thinking on ly  two o r  t h r e e  men were o u t s i d e ,  Dol i fka  at tempted t o  f i g h t  them off  by jabbing 
a s p e a r  through t h e  h o l e s  t h a t  had been b a t t e r e d  i n  t h e  door. But he changed t a c t i c s  "when they  
s t a r t e d  pounding on t h e  doors  and breaking  o u t  windows a l l  around t h e  house a t  t he  same time." 

The b a n d i t s  demanded money, b u t  when Mrs. Dol l fka ,  a G a t e s v i l l e ,  Texas, n a t i v e ,  threw h e r  
husband's w a l l e t  o u t s i d e ,  t hey  g o t  even madder, "probably because i t  was a t y p i c a l  miss ionary ' s  
b i l l f o l d  and had a l o t  more r e c e i p t s  than  money i n  it," Dolifka s a i d .  

The gang t h e n  sp read  around t h r e e  s i d e s  of  t h e  house. Almost s imul taneous ly ,  b i g  rocks 
c rashed  through f o u r  windows. Seve ra l  more rocks  s a i l e d  through t h e  r a p i d l y  en l a rg ing  h o l e s  i n  
t h e  door. 

Rea l iz ing  t h e  gang was much l a r g e r  t h a n  they  had thought ,  t h e  Dol i fkas  f l e d  t o  t h e i r  
bedroom, locked t h e  door  and s c u r r i e d  through a t r apdoor  l e a d i n g  t o  a sha l low crawl space 
underneath t h e  f l o o r .  Dol i fka  p u l l e d  a rug ove r  t h e  opening and was s t i l l  f i t t i n g  t h e  t r apdoor  
back i n  p l ace  when t h e  men smashed through t h e  bedroom door and rushed i n t o  t h e  dark  room. 

"They were d e f i n i t e l y  looking  f o r  u s ,  b u t  I guess  they thought  we'd locked t h e  door and gone 
ou t  t h e  window o r  something," Dol i fka  s a i d .  nMonths e a r l i e r  we'd t a lked  about  t h e  crawl space a s  
a good h id ing  p l ace  b u t  had never  looked t o  s e e  how b i g  i t  was o r  what was down there."  That 
n i g h t  they  had 45 minutes  t o  l e a r n  i t  was about  18 i nches  deep and a s  wide as the  house 
foundation. 

They could h e a r  t h e  men r i p p i n g  i t e m s  o f f  t h e  w a l l s  and c r a sh ing  t h i n g s  t o  t h e  f l o o r .  Some 
of t he  gang took  a t e l e v i s i o n ,  s t e r e o ,  camera, a s u i t c a s e  f i l l e d  w i th  mementos and o t h e r  i t ems  
and escaped. Others  found t h e  keys t o  t h e  Do l i fka s l  mission pickup t r u c k ,  loaded l o o t  i n  it  and 
were prepar ing  t o  l e a v e  when t h e  manager o f  t h e  ranch where t h e  Dol i fkas l  r en t ed  house i s  loca t ed  
a r r i v e d  w i th  t h e  workers who had awakened him. 

--more-- 
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"He was s t i l l  i n  h i s  pajamas, b u t  when he f i r e d  h i s  shotgun i n  t h e  a i r  fou r  o r  f i v e  men 
jumped o u t  of  t h e  pickup and ran ,n  Dolifka s a i d .  "He and h i s  wi fe  and t h e  f o u r  workers wi th  him 
s t a r t e d  c a l l i n g  my name a s  he c i r c l e d  t h e  house. I d i d n ' t  answer s i n c e  I thought i t  might be a 
t r i c k  t o  g e t  u s  t o  come o u t ,  and we could still  hea r  gang members walking around r i g h t  above us." 

But when t h e  ranch  manager went t o  t h e  o t h e r  s ide  o f  t h e  house, t h e  remaining gang members 
f l e d  and t h e  Dol i fkas  answered t h e  c a l l s .  They were s o  we l l  hidden t h a t  r e scue r s  cou ldn ' t  f i n d  
them a t  f i r s t .  The a t t a c k e r s  had p i l e d  f u r n i t u r e  ove r  t h e  rug  a t o p  t h e  t r apdoor  and t h e  Dol i fkas  
couldn ' t  g e t  ou t  u n t i l  t h e  r e s c u e r s  found i t .  

The f u l l  e x t e n t  of  t h e  missionary coup le ' s  trauma d i d n ' t  show up u n t i l  l a t e r .  "We've been 
robbed be fo re  b u t  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  we had people coming t o  h u r t  us," Dolifka explained.  
"But we kind o f  cleaned up and went on w i t h  o u r  work and s l e p t  p r e t t y  w e l l  f o r  t h e  f irst  week." 

But l a t e r  t hey  s t a r t e d  having t r o u b l e  s l e e p i n g  as emotions o f  t e r r o r  resur faced .  "F ina l ly ,  
a lmost  t h r e e  weeks l a te r ,  I s l e p t  through t h e  n i g h t  f o r  t h e  first t ime,  s o  I th ink  wet r e  dea l ing  
wi th  i t  now,11 he added. ltI t h i n k  we were a l r eady  under s o  much s t r e s s  as we were t r y i n g  t o  wrap 
up our  work s o  we could go on furlough.  We'd a l r eady  s t a r t e d  packing t o  go home when t h e  gang 
h i t ,  and we're f i n a l i z i n g  p l ans  t o  move t o  a new a r e a  a f t e r  fur lough t o  work wi th  s e v e r a l  
unreached people groups i n  no r the rn  Kenya." 

"Through t h e  whole exper ience ,  we f e l t  t h e  presence of  t h e  Lord, added Mrs. Dolifka.  "He 
gave u s  c l e a r  minds t o  know how t o  p r o t e c t  ou r se lves  and t ake  advantage o f  an escape r o u t e  which 
had been b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  house by I t a l i a n  p r i s o n e r s  of war dur ing  World War 11. Mate r i a l  t h ings  
become r a t h e r  unimportant when one i s  faced  wi th  a l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  We r e a l i z e  what a 
wonderful,  c a r i n g  God was wi th  u s  a l l  t h e  time." 

The Dol i fkas  were scheduled t o  l e a v e  Kenya December 11 f o r  a fur lough i n  Ar l ington ,  Texas. 
--30-- 

All iance  board c a l l s  f o r  
f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  SBC 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Marv Knox 12/12/89 

WASHINGTON (BPI--Leaders of  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Al l iance  have voted t o  express  t h e i r  
support  f o r  denominational workers and t o  urge members of  t h e i r  o rgan iza t ion  o f  moderate Southern 
B a p t i s t s  t o  " p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y "  i n  a l l  l e v e l s  of  t h e  convention. 

The 38-member A l l i ance  board approved t h e  motion wi th  only  two d i s s e n t i n g  vo te s  dur ing  i ts  
ear ly-winter  meeting i n  Washington, Executive D i r e c t o r  S t an  Hastey s a i d .  It a l s o  approved a 
motion t o  i n v i t e  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from ano the r  moderate o rgan iza t ion ,  B a p t i s t s  Committed t o  t h e  
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, t o  a t t e n d  Al l i ance  board meetings. 

The motion on suppor t  f o r  denominational workers and convention p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was presented 
by H. Stephen Shoemaker, p a s t o r  of Crescent  H i l l  B a p t i s t  Church i n  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky. It s t a t e s :  

"We express  our  deep regard  and suppor t  f o r  a l l  t hose  i n  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention 
agencies  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  who a r e  seeking  t o  s e rve  C h r i s t  and our  denomination with i n t e g r i t y .  
I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  upholding B a p t i s t  freedom, we encourage our  members t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y  i n  
l o c a l ,  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  decision-making processes ,  shaping t h e  f u t u r e  o f  Southern  baptist^.^' 

The motion speaks t o  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  t h e  A l l i ance ,  Hastey noted. The o rgan iza t ion  was 
c r ea t ed  by moderate Southern  B a p t i s t s  no t  q u i t e  t h r e e  y e a r s  ago i n  t h e  mids t  of  
t h e o l o g i c a l / p o l i t i c a 1  cont roversy  t h a t  has  rocked t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention s i n c e  t h e  l a t e  
1970s. 

Some c r i t i c s  have charged t h a t  t h e  A l l i a n c e  is t h e  embryo o f  a new denomination. Most 
suppor t e r s  and l e a d e r s ,  meanwhile, have denied t h a t  c la im,  i n s i s t i n g  t h e  A l l i ance  i s  a l i f e l i n e  
of support  f o r  moderates who might o therwise  l e a v e  t h e  denomination. 

"My sense  i n  ou r  meeting was t h a t  t h e  whole i s s u e  about  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  SBA was r i g h t  
under t h e  su r f ace , "  Hastey s a i d ,  The  SBA and i t s  board of  d i r e c t o r s  a r e  comprised of people 
wi th  a wide v a r i e t y  of viewpoints  about  the hopefu lness  and l a c k  of hopefu lness  t h a t  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention can be salvaged.  There are some who a r e  q u i t e  
hopeful and aome who have g iven  up hope t h a t  t h e  SBC can be salvaged." 

--more-- 
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The motion conta ins  two equally s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t s ,  Shoemaker sa id .  

The f i r s t  ha l f  expresses All iance members' "deep ca re  and regardn f o r  people who work f o r  
the Southern Bap t i s t  Convention, he explained: WOften they i n t e r p r e t  SBA ac t ions  as a kind of 
repudiation of  what they a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do. We want t o  say,  'We're i n  t h e r e  with you.' A l l  of us 
want t o  be the  b e s t  B a p t i s t s  and Chr i s t i ans  we can be i n  these  d i f f i c u l t  times.lt 

The second ha l f  c a l l s  Alliance members t o  r espons ib i l i ty ,  he added: "Although we a r e  not  a 
p o l i t i c a l  organization,  we do bel ieve  responsible  a c t i v i t y  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of Bap t i s t  decision- 
making is  p a r t  of our c a l l i n g .  We a r e  not  withdrawing, but  encouraging responsible ac t ions  a t  
a l l  l e v e l s  t o  defend Bap t i s t  freedom and preserve a broad spectrum of theological  persuasions and 
mission s t r a t e g i e s  which enhances C h r i s t ' s  mission around the  world.n 

The purpose of the motion was not t o  c h a r t  a new course f o r  t h e  All iance but t o  def ine  the  
course i t  already has s e t ,  Shoemaker noted: "It does not  denote a new d i r e c t i o n  f o r  the  SBA. It 
c l a r i f i e s  a broader pos i t ion  t h a t  we a c t u a l l y  represent  and t h a t  i s  sometimes obscured by ac t ions  
which may suggest otherwise i n  people's minds." 

The motion " f a i t h f u l l y  r e f l e c t s  the  sense  of the group," Hastey c o n f i n e d .  "The SBA cannot 
leave the  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention; we're not  a p a r t  of the s t r u c t u r e  of  the SBC. The 
Alliance is  something of  an i n t e r e s t  group i n  the  SBC. Our i n t e r e s t  i s  t o  preserve the  h i s t o r i c  
Bap t i s t  emphasis on personal freedom. 

"So t o  t a l k  about the  SBA pu l l ing  o u t  of  the convention demonstrates a lack of knowledge of 
our po l i ty ;  i t  is  churches t h a t  withdraw from the SBC o r  the  s t a t e  convention o r  theological  
associa t ions .  Obviously, the  All iance could urge churches t o  withdraw, bu t  we're not doing 
t h a t .  That 's  not our objective." 

No more than "a handful -- a half-dozen" Alliance members would vote t o  leave the  
convention, Hastey predicted:  "The sense of  All iance people i s  t h a t  we're not a t  t h a t  stage.  
We're a t  a per i lous  moment. Everything is up f o r  grabs concerning the  f u t u r e  shape of the SBC, 
and i t  i s  t h a t  fu tu re  shape of the  SBC t h a t  w i l l  determine the  shape of the  Alliance.'' 

The motion t o  i n v i t e  a representa t ive  from Bapt i s t s  Committed t o  a t t end  the Alliance board 
meetings was offered by B i l l  Pucket t ,  a Raleigh, N.C., t r a v e l  agent and one of the All iance's  22 
founding members. 

The i n v i t a t i o n  is not  a s t e p  toward a formal c o a l i t i o n  between the  two groups, Hastey s a i d .  

"David Currie (Bap t i s t  Committed's f i e l d  coordinator)  and I communicate with each o the r  
o f t en ,  but  never once have we discussed a u n i o n , V e  said, "I 've not  heard t h a t  coming e i t h e r  
from our organization o r  B a p t i s t s  Committed. Both groups comfortably agree we have d i f f e r e n t  
functions t o  play i n  the  midst of a very unse t t l ed  s i t u a t i o n  i n  the  convention." 

H e  d iscr ibed those functions:  V a p t i s t  Committed's purpose is t o  e l e c t  a president of the 
convention t o  tu rn  the  convention around t o  some sense of moderation. The Alliance i s  t o  be the  
kind of  organization t o  pick up the  debr i s  l e f t  by the  takeover and help people who are hur t  by 
it." 

Currie s a i d  Bap t i s t s  C o m i t t e d t s  executive committee would have t o  decide whether t o  accept 
the All iance's  o f fe r .  "As  f i e l d  coordinator,  I apprecia te  t h e i r  o f f e r  very nuch,'l he added. 

Jimmy Allen,  ahairman of the Bap t i s t  Committed executive committee, echoed Currie,  noting,  
" A s  a matter  of pol icy ,  our executive committee would have t o  look a t  anything t h a t  looked l i k e  
an o f f i c i a l  in teract ion."  

I n  o the r  ac t ions ,  the  All iance board: 

-- Agreed t o  fund some mission p ro jec t s  " tha t  go t o  r ec ip ien t s  who a r e  no longer e l i g i b l e  
f o r  Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission Board ass i s t ance  o r  who have been denied Home Mission Board 
ass i s t ance  ," Hastey m i d .  

--more-- 
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-- Voted t o  earmark $10,000 f o r  a fore ign mission p ro jec t  y e t  t o  be chosen. The Alliance 
has discussed poss ible  p ro jec t s  with represen ta t ives  of the Southern Bap t i s t  Foreign Mission 
Board, he noted. 

-- Adopted a proposal t o  conduct a s p e c i a l  o f fe r ing  every February -- t o  coincide with the  
da te  of  the  Al l iance 's  founding i n  1987 -- as a challenge budget. The 1990 goal  w i l l  be 
$100,000, Hastey s a i d ,  noting the  appeal " w i l l  be made only t o  Alliance churches and t o  
individual  members of the  Alliance." The e n t i r e  o f fe r ing  w i l l  go t o  minis t ry  p ro jec t s  and the  
Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary a t  Richmond, Va. 

-- Heard a r epor t  t h a t  the  provis ional  board of the  Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary a t  Richmond 
probably w i l l  meet i n  February t o  decide whether t o  open the  school next f a l l .  The board has 
sa id  i t  w i l l  not  open the  seminary u n t i l  " su f f i c i en t  funds a r e  avai lable ,"  and Hastey s a i d  t h a t  
amount i s  expected t o  be $500,000 i n  contr ibut ions  and $100,000 from the All iance budget f o r  the  
first year. 

-- Received a membership t a l l y  dated Nov. 22, 1989, which s a i d  the All iance has 54,512 
members. That includes  2,795 individual  members and 51,717 members who comprise 97 member 
churches. 

--3o-- 

Record gains  top  
foundation's year 

Ihlr C" Bapt i s t  Press  12/12/89 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Record a s s e t s  and income highlighted the  Southern Bap t i s t  Foundationts 1988- 
89 f i s c a l  yea r ,  SBF t r u s t e e s  learned during t h e i r  annual meeting i n  Nashvil le Dec. 6. 

The market value of assets managed by t h e  foundation grew t o  $95,892,090, a new record 
t o t a l ,  s a i d  SBF Pres ident  H o l l i s  E. Johnson 111. 

The t o t a l  was boosted by an annual ga in  of $28,076,440, an  increase  of 41.4 percent over the  
previous yea r ,  he s a i d ,  noting t h e  s i z e  o f  the  growth equals the  foundation's e n t i r e  a s s e t  base 
a t  the  end of 1981-82. 

The foundation a l s o  managed $2,224,004 i n  undis t r ibuted income, f o r  an a s s e t  t o t a l  of 
$98,116,092. 

The foundation produced a record $6,090,470 of income, Johnson reported.  That amount i s  
$1,444,888, o r  31.1 percent ,  more than t h e  income t o t a l  f o r  the  previous year ,  he sa id .  The 
income gain  folLowed a 22.6 percent increase  i n  1987-88 and was 60.7 percent g r e a t e r  than the  
t o t a l  f o r  1986-87. 

" A l l  of t h i s  has  been accomplished, d e s p i t e  more than two and one-half times the number of 
a s s e t s  t o  manage, with the  same number of employees," Johnson sa id .  "The time has come ... t o  
add s t a f f  i n  order  t o  continue the  same l e v e l  of se rv ice  which Southern B a p t i s t s  have come t o  
expect. ... 

"In  order  t o  accomplish these  t a s k s ,  add i t iona l  revenue i s  required. Considering the  near- 
term outlook of a modest reduction i n  opera t ing funds provided by the  (Southern ~ a p t i s t )  
Cooperative Program (unif ied  budget), the  executive committee of the foundation approved I n  May a 
system of c o s t  recovery t o  provide add i t iona l  operating funds. This was approved following a 
five-year project ion of  an t i c ipa ted  growth and s t a f f  ." 

The ac t ion  was h i s t o r i c ,  s i n c e  t h e  foundation has depended e n t i r e l y  on the  Cooperative 
Program f o r  i t s  operat ing funds, Johnson noted. I n  f a c t ,  during the  1988-89 f i s c a l  year ,  the 
foundation contr ibuted $398,552 t o  t h e  Cooperative Program from funds f o r  which i t  i s  t r u s t e e  and 
received $297,297 from the  Cooperative Program. 

"Therefore, the  foundation a c t u a l l y  was a n e t  provider of funds t o  t h e  convention f o r  t h e  
Cooperative Program through t r u s t s  e s t ab l i shed  by individuals  as a p a r t  of t h e i r  stewardship 
commitment," he sa id .  

I n  1988-89, t h e  foundation generated $20.49 f o r  each d o l l a r  of Cooperative Program money i t  
received, he reported.  

--more-- 
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Foundation t r u s t e e s  r e - e l ec t ed  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  dur ing  t h e  meeting. They a r e  Chairman Gorman 
J. Roberts ,  a n  investment banker and member of Crescent  H i l l  B a p t i s t  Church i n  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky.; 
Vice Chairman Clarence Edmonds, an  accountant  and member of  Brentwood B a p t i s t  Church i n  suburban 
Nashvi l le ;  and Recording S e c r e t a r y  Osta Underwood, an a t t o r n e y  and member o f  Belmont Heights  
B a p t i s t  Church i n  Nashvi l le .  

--30-- 

Tim Hedquist l e a v e s  
Executive Committee 

/u--ca B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
12/12/89 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Tim A. Hedquist ,  48, h a s  resigned as v i ce  p re s iden t  f o r  bus iness  and f i nance  
of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Conventiori Executive Committee t o  accept  a p o s i t i o n  a t  Bellevue B a p t i s t  
Church i n  Memphis, Tenn. 

Hedquist ha s  been on t h e  staff o f  t h e  Executive Committee s i n c e  1977. I n  add i t i on  t o  
r e s p o n s i b l l i t i e s  f o r  bus ines s  and f i nance ,  he  a l s o  has  been manager of t h e  annual  meeting of t h e  
SBC. 

A t  Bel levue B a p t i s t  Church, where former SBC Pres iden t  Adrian Rogers is p a s t o r ,  Hedquist 
w i l l  be a s s i s t a n t  p a s t o r ,  s t a f f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a p o s i t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  oversee  t h e  growing 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of  admin i s t r a t i on  and suppor t  m i n i s t r i e s  of t h e  nea r ly  19,000-member 
congregat ion.  

P r i o r  t o  j o in ing  t h e  Executive Committee, Hedquist was m i n i s t e r  of educa t ion  a t  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church o f  Nashvi l le .  Previous ly ,  he he ld  s t a f f  p o s i t i o n s  a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, Lenoir  
City, Tenn.; T r a v i s  Avenue B a p t i s t  Church, F o r t  Worth, Texas; Hyde Park B a p t i s t  Church, Aust in,  
Texas; and Stadium Drive B a p t i s t  Church, F o r t  Worth. 

He is  a g radua te  of  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y ,  Hayward, and Southwestern B a p t i s t  
Theologiaal. Seminary, Fo r t  Worth, Texas. 

He and h i s  wi fe ,  Rita, have two daughters ,  Melinda and Jamye. I n  Nashvi l le ,  R i t a  has been 
s e c r e t a r y  t o  t h e  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church s i n c e  1978. 

--30-- 

Mi l l ican  s e l l s  m i s t l e t o e  
f o r  L o t t i e  Moon Of fe r ing  

F4 7e&?5 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Ken Camp 12/12/89 

DALLAS (BP)--Millican B a p t i s t  Church i n  Brazos County, Texas, p l ans  t o  spread a l i t t l e  
goodwil l  t h i s  y e a r  and r a i s e  money f o r  t h e  L o t t i e  Moon Foreign Missions Of fe r ing  a t  t h e  same 
time. 

While s e a t e d  a t  t h e  window of  h i s  s tudy  looking  a t  t h e  m i s t l e t o e  hanging from t r e e s  i n  t h e  
ya rd ,  p a s t o r  Dan Bates  had an  i d e a  about  r a i s i n g  funds and he ighten ing  miss ions  awareness. 

"The t r e e s  a r e  loaded wi th  m i s t l e t o e ,  s o  I thought maybe we could put  small amounts of it  i n  
p l a s t i c  bags l a b e l e d  'Greet one ano the r  w i th  a holy  k i s s , '  s e l l  them and g i v e  t h e  money t o  
fore ign  miss ions  ," Bates  s a i d .  

"It's a n a t u r a l  f o r  t h e  College S t a t i o n  arealn he added, no t ing  t h e  Texas A & M f o o t b a l l  
t r a d i t i o n  of c a d e t s  k i s s i n g  t h e i r  d a t e s  fo l lowing  every touchdown. "I wish I ' d  thought of i t  i n  
time f o r  t h e  game wi th  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Texas." 

The proposed sale o f  m i s t l e t o e  f o r  f o r e i g n  missions i s  i n  add i t i on  t o  t h e  normal L o t t i e  Moon 
Offer ing  t h a t  w i l l  be taken  throughout December a t  Mi l l i can  B a p t i s t  Church. 

"We d i d n ' t  s e t  a co rpo ra t e ,  churchwide g o a l  t h i s  year .  I n s t ead ,  we j u s t  asked i n d i v i d u a l s  
and f a m i l i e s  t o  p r a y e r f u l l y  cons ide r  what we should give t o  missions i n s t e a d  of spending money 
buying junk f o r  each o t h e r  t h a t  ends up broken o r  fo rgo t t en  w i th in  a few days a f t e r  Christmas," 
Bates  s a i d .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  g i v i n g  through t h e  Co p e r a t i v e  Program and through o f f e r i n g s  f o r  s t a t e ,  home 
and f o r e i g n  miss ions  and world hunger r e l i e f ,  Mi l l i can  B a p t i s t  Church a l s o  i s  involved i n  a year- 
round "Stamping Out Hungern emphasis. 

--more-- 
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The church c o l l e c t s  used, postmarked United S t a t e s  and fore ign postage stamps and s e l l s  them 
t o  stamp dea le r s  and co l l ec to r s .  The money ra i sed  i s  used t o  buy food f o r  needy people i n  the  
Mill ican area .  

Bates developed t h e  WStamping Out Hunger" program while he was serving as pastor  of Westside 
Church, F lo ra la ,  Ala., and brought i t  t o  Mil l ican when he was ca l l ed  a s  pas to r  two years  ago. He 
began t h e  minis t ry  by s e l l i n g  stamps from h i s  own s izeab le  and valuable c o l l e c t i o n ,  which he 
s t a r t e d  a t  age nine.  

"1 got  under conviction about the  stamps j u s t  s i t t i n g  there .  They were gaining i n  value,  
but they weren't doing anyone any good," he s a i d .  

Bates es t imates  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  $5,000 worth of food has  been d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  hungry people a s  
a r e s u l t  of the  "Stamping Out Hungern program. But more s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  he bel ieves  the  people of 
h i s  church have become sens i t i zed  t o  t h e  needs of o thers .  

"This kind o f  th ing i s n ' t  f o r  everybody, but  when your church i s  smal l ,  you have t o  be 
c rea t ive , "  he s a i d ,  not ing t h a t  average Sunday School attendance a t  Mil l ican Bap t i s t  Church i s  
about 50. 

"We're a small  church. We're no t  wealthy people. But t h i s  i s  something we can do. It has 
motivated our people t o  g e t  our eyes o f f  ourselves and t o  s e e  the  needs of o the r  people around 
us .I1 

--30-- 

Coping with holiday depression: Bap t i s t  Press  
counselors o f f e r  su rv iva l  t a c t i c s  By Teresa Dickens 12/12/89 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (Bp)--~he warmth of C h r i s b a s  i s  mere fantasy f o r  many people, mental 
heal th  exper ts  admit. For some people, the  holiday season means only depression,  unwanted 
memories, having t h e i r  lone l iness  i n t e n s i f i e d  o r  having t o  spend time with people -- of ten  family 
members -- they would r a t h e r  not  see. 

While most do "survive" the hol idays ,  many do not.  S t a t i s t i c s  show t h a t  the  r a t e  of su ic ide  
is highest  between Thanksgiving and New Year's Day. 

Fortunately,  many seek help  before t h e i r  emotional s t a t e s  de te r io ra ted  t h a t  f a r .  Chr i s t i an  
counselors confirm t h a t  t h i s  time of  year  i s  the  b u s i e s t  f o r  them. 

"1 am always b u s i e s t  t h i s  time of the  year, '  s a id  Ed Broyles, a l icensed professional  
counselor and member of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, of Seda l i a ,  Mo. wMany people have t rouble  dealing 
emotionally with t h e  holiday season. There is  too much pain i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  f ind any joy. 
They t e l l  me: 'I ha te  t h i s  kind of  season. I hate  Christmas.'" 

Church members a r e n ' t  immune t o  these  fee l ings ,  he s t ressed:  "It's not j u s t  the  down-and- 
out. It touches people i n  every avenue of  l i f e  -- even the  church. 

"There a r e  many people i n  our churches who s t rugg le  t o  survive the  holidays. We assume t h a t  
being a Chr is t ian  immunes us ,  but  t h a t  is  not t rue .  It i s  one of  the  most overlooked a reas  of 
need i n  many  congregation^.^ 

The reasons f o r  the  emotional misery created by the  holiday season a r e  many. For some, i t  
is a recent death,  divorce o r  s t r e s s  over some o the r  deep h u r t  t h a t  makes the  holidays d i f f i c u l t .  
For o the r s ,  being a lone -- such a s  a s i n g l e  a d u l t  o r  a sen io r  a d u l t  -- o r  l i v i n g  away from family 
make the  holidays almost unbearable. 

Whatever the  reason,  many people need help  dealing with the  holidays. Broyles and two other  
counselors offered t i p s  fo r  "survivaln  a s  well  as ways other people can help. 

One of the  groups of people most a f fec ted  by the  holiday season i s  people who have l o s t  
loved ones during t h e  pas t  year.  

--more-- 
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"The ho l iday  season  is  moat d i f f i c u l t  f o r  people d e a l i n g  wi th  t h e  l o s s  of a loved  one," said 
Ron Kemp, a member of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Bo l iva r ,  Mo., and d i r e c t o r  o f  Family I n s t i t u t e  o f  
t h e  Ozarks. "The pa in  of t h a t  l o s s  becomes more i n t e n s e  du r ing  t h i s  time o f  t he  year .  People 
are more s e n s i t i v e  because of t h e  family emphasis dur ing  t h e  season." 

Because t h e  g r i e f  p roces s  is  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  every i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  hol iday  season doesn ' t  
c r e a t e  t h e  same emotion f o r  everyone, po in t ed  o u t  Mary Ann Conaway, m i n i s t e r  of  educa t ion  f o r  
Concord B a p t i s t  Church i n  S t .  Louis  who i s  working toward a doc to ra t e  i n  family counsel ing.  

The g r i e f  process  involves  s e v e r a l  s t a g e s  i nc lud ing  d e n i a l ,  c ry ing ,  anger  and f i n a l l y  
awareness -- acceptance o f  t h e  l o s s ,  s h e  s a i d .  Depending on an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  movement through t h e  
s t a g e s ,  t h e  ho l iday  season  can c r e a t e  many emotions. 

"For i n d i v i d u a l s  who have reached t h e  awareness s t a g e t n  she  s a i d ,  " the  hol idays  may evoke 
g u i l t .  They f e e l  g u i l t y  because t hey  a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  b u i l d  a new l i f e  f o r  themselves t h a t  
doesn ' t  i n d u d e  t h e  person who d i ed .  Because t hey  don ' t  f e e l  i n t e n s e  g r i e f  over  t h e  l o s s  of t h e  
person,  t hey  be l i eve  t h e r e  is something wrong wi th  them. 

"Many times t h i s  l e a d s  t o  dysfunct iona l  g r i e f .  They t r y  t a  c r e a t e  g r i e f .  Crying somehow 
seems more app rop r i a t e  t han  remembering t he  good t imes  they had wi th  t h e  deceased family member. 

nGrief" is a normal p a r t  o f  l i f e ,  and how we d e a l  wi th  i t  i s  ind iv idua l i zed  al though we do 
sha re  some t h i n g s  i n  common wi th  o t h e r s .  

"The f i r s t  t h i n g  I t r y  t o  h e l p  people do is  recognize where they a r e  i n  t h e  g r i e f  process .  
Then I encourage them t o  g ive  themselves freedom t o  f e e l  whatever they need t o  f e e l .  Repressed 
f e e l i n g s  do more harm than  good.ll 

Holidays a l s o  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  people who have a c r i t i c a l l y  ill family member, Conaway 
added. The i r  s t r u g g l e  l i e s  i n  whether o r  n o t  t o  p lan  t o  c e l e b r a t e  Christmas. 

"1 say  t o  them: 'Yes. Ce leb ra t e  Christmas. Be as normal a s  pos s ib l e .  Don't put  your l i f e  
on hold wa i t i ng  f o r  your loved one t o  d i e .  Bes ides ,  he  o r  s h e  may l i v e  f o r  months,111 she  s a i d .  

Divorce a l s o  c r e a t e s  a d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  people. Conaway noted t h a t  t h e  g r i e f  c y c l e  
f o r  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  is s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  fo l lowing  a dea th ,  except  r e j e c t i o n  i s  added: "Divorce, 
l i k e  dea th ,  is t h e  l o s s  o f  a r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The e x t r a  pa in  comes i n  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  t h e  i nd iv idua l  
must endure. 

"The g r e a t e s t  s t r e s s  f o r  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  is  dec id ing  where t o  spend t h e  hol idays.  Espec i a l l y  
f o r  a d u l t  c h i l d r e n  whose p a r e n t s  r e c e n t l y  have d ivorced ,  t h e  dec i s ion  about which parent  t o  spend 
t h e  hol iday  wi th  o r  t r y i n g  t o  schedule  equal  time wi th  both pa ren t s  c r e a t e s  a l o t  of tens ion .  

"I encourage people t o  dec ide  where and who w i l l  be t oge the r ,  and n o t  t o  use  t h e  time 
toge the r  as an oppor tun i ty  t o  confront  someone. The pa in  is a l ready  g r e a t  enough without  causing 
more. " 

For many people,  t h e  ho l iday  season  w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t  because of  pa in  r e s u l t i n g  from some 
o t h e r  family s c a r ,  such  as sexual  abuse. 

"Being around a n  abuse r  i s  a t r auma t i c  experience,"  emphasized Broyles. "The ind iv idua l  who 
has  discovered w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened t o  him o r  h e r  a s  a c h i l d  can be 
def ined  a s  sexual  abuse w i l l  have a hard  t ime being wi th  family t h i s  ho l iday  season. I n  some 
cases ,  they w i l l  no t  be a b l e  t o  be wi th  them a t  al l ."  

While every  s i t u a t i o n  is d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e  three counse lors  noted s e v e r a l  genera l  sugges t ions  
t h a t  can h e l p  i n d i v i d u a l s  su rv ive  t h e  ho l idays .  

-- Have r e a l i s t i c  expec t a t i ons .  "Don1 t s e t  your expec t a t i ons  t o o  high," Kemp sa id .  
"Unrealistic expec t a t i ons  always r e s u l t  i n  disappointment ,  and sometimes s e v e r e  disappointment. 
I f  you don ' t  expect t o o  much, you won't be h u r t  as much." 

--more-- 
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-- Plan  ahead. "Planning is t h e  most impor tan t  t h i n g  a  person can do t o  su rv ive  t h e  
h o l i d a y s J n  s a i d  Broyles .  "1 t e l l  people t o  make d e t a i l e d  p l ans  f o r  t h e  hol idays .  Write  them 
down even. Then fol low through,  whether you f e e l  l i k e  i t  o r  not .  

"And they o f t e n  d o n t t  f e e l  l i k e  doing i t ,  but  i t  i s  necessary t h a t  they  fo l low through on  
t h e i r  plans." 

-- Plan t ime wi th  o t h e r s .  Whether i t  i s  wi th  one o t h e r  person o r  a group o f  people,  con tac t  
wi th  o t h e r s  i s  very  important .  "I o f t e n  ask a c l i e n t ,  'Who i s  one person o r  family you know t h a t  
you could spend t ime wi th? ' "  s a i d  Broyles .  "Once I g e t  a name, I g ive  t h e  c l i e n t  an assignment 
t o  ask  t h e  person o r  family f o r  an  oppor tun i ty  t o  spend time wi th  them." 

Kemp agreed wi th  Broyles ,  adding t h a t  vo lun tee r ing  t o  work i n  a  food s h e l t e r  o r  some o t h e r  
a c t i v i t y  i s  a good way t o  get involved wi th  o t h e r s .  nInvolving themselves i n  g i v i n g  t o  o t h e r s  
t akes  t h e  focus  o f f  o f  t h e i r  pa in ,"  he s a i d .  

-- Accept o t h e r s t  he lp .  "1 t e l l  c l i e n t s  t h a t  i f  t h e  person o f f e r i n g  h e l p  wasn ' t  s i n c e r e ,  he  
o r  she  wouldn't make t h e  o f f e r , "  Broyles  shared .  "1 remind them t h a t  t hey  a r e  doing a s e r v i c e  
f o r  t h a t  person by accep t ing  t h e  o f f e r .  Both t h e  g i v e r  and r e c e i v e r  bene f i t s . "  

-- Find someone t o  t a l k  w i th  openly. "This may be a p a s t o r ,  f r i e n d  o r  even a counselor ,"  
Broyles  said,  "but  they need someone they  can be open and hones t  wi th  about  how they f e e l . n  

-- Make s p i r i t u a l  p r epa ra t ion .  "For C h r i s t i a n s ,  t h e  r e a l  joy o f  Christmas i s  found i n  t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  God,*' noted Conaway. "Focusing on t h e  s e c u l a r  d e f i n i t i o n  of  Christmas enhances 
one ' s  depress ion ,  b u t  i f  they can  focus  on God and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  him, they  can f i n d  
encouragement and s t r e n g t h .  

" S p i r i t u a l l y  u p l i f t i n g  music i s  impor tan t ,  too.  Music i s  always good therapy." 

-- Recognize r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  "You a r e  only  r e spons ib l e  f o r  y o u r s e l f J W  Conaway 
emphasized. ''No m a t t e r  how much we want t o  change o t h e r s ,  we cannot.  We can only  change 
ourse lves .  

"The only  t h i n g  we can do f o r  o t h e r s  i s  t o  fo rg ive  them. Forgiveness i s  n o t  condoning a 
person's  a c t i o n s .  It is l e a v i n g  t h e  j u s t i c e  i n  God's hands." 

The counse lors  a l s o  poin ted  o u t  s e v e r a l  ways churches and i n d i v i d u a l s  can h e l p  people who 
may be f ac ing  a d i f f i c u l t  t ime dur ing  t h e  hol idays .  Those i d e a s  include:  

-- Involve them i n  fami ly  a c t i v i t i e s .  

-- Recognize t h e i r  pa in ,  g i v i n g  them an oppor tuni ty  t o  t a l k  o r  j u s t  c ry .  Sending a card  o r  
no te  i s  a l s o  a good way t o  exp re s s  concern f o r  someone. 

-- Contact t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  on Christmas day,  even if it means making a long-distance c a l l .  

-- Provide o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  m i n i s t e r ,  such as prepar ing  and d e l i v e r i n g  
Christmas baske t s  o r  going Christmas ca ro l ing .  

-..30-- 

Love, l i b e r a l i t y ,  l i b e r a t i o n  
/v- c 0  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

d e f i n e  season ,  Leave l l  s a y s  By Breena Kent Pa ine  (docur9 12/12/89 

NEW ORLEANS (BPI- -~hr i s tmas  means l o v e ,  l i b e r a l i t y  and l i b e r a t i o n ,  Landrum P. Leavel l  11 
t o l d  s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y  a t  New Or leans  B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary du r ing  a chapel  s e rv i ce .  

"In an incomparable man i f e s t a t i on  o f  l ove  defy ing  human understanding,  God l a i d  Emmanuel on 
t h e  worldt s h e a r t  i n  t h e  form o f  a baby ," t h e  seminary 's  p r e s iden t  s a id .  "Love i s  a manger, f o r  
Jesus was no t  c r ad l ed  i n  some r e g a l  pa l ace  b u t  i n  a f eed  trough. 

" H i s  l ove  is  a lso  a mirac le .  A c h i l d  was born t o  a woman who had no husband and who had 
never  known a man sexually. Thi s  b a s i c  t r u t h  is  no t  t o  be ignored wi th  some f a l s e  modesty o r  
explained away through s c i e n t i f i c  reasoning.  ... It was a mirac le .  

--more-- 
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"This mystery can  deepen ou r  f a i t h ,  and it can add t o  t h e  meaning o f  Christmas when we s t a n d  
i n  c h i l d l i k e  wonder and awe a t  what Cod h a s  done in Jesus." 

Second, Chris tmas means l i b e r a l i t y ,  h e  noted.  Many people l i k e  t o  dream about how l i b e r a l l y  
they would g i v e  if they  were i n  a b e t t e r  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  he s a i d ,  adding: "If you don ' t  
t i t h e  on $10 a week, you wouldn't  t i t h e  on a m i l l i o n  a week. I t f a  a l l  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  g i v e r .  
If you haven' t  t h e  h e a r t  f o r  i t  when you ' re  impoverished, o r  when you're  l i v i n g  on s o c i a l  
s e c u r i t y ,  o r  when you're  on s t a r v a t i o n  wages, i f  you're  n o t  f a i t h f u l  t o  God then  and l i b e r a l  i n  
your g iv ing  then ,  t h e n  you wouldn't be i f  you were t h e  r i c h e s t  man on e a r t h .  

"You have never  found t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  l i b e r a l i t y  u n t i l  you can g ive  without  remembering and 
r ece ive  wi thout  fo rge t t i ng . "  

He s t r e s s e d :  "The needs o f  humanity a r e  n o t  seasonal ;  t hey ' r e  cons tan t .  S p i r i t u a l  dep rav i ty  
is u n i v e r s a l ,  i t 's  no t  l o c a l i z e d  and focused du r ing  one month of  t h e  year .  Christmas is  no t  
going t o  have much meaning f o r  any one of u s  u n t i l  we respond t o  Cod's l i b e r a l i t y w  by g i v i n g  t o  
o the r s .  

Thi rd ,  Christmas means l i b e r a t i o n ,  h e  s a i d :  "There a r e  mu l t i p l i ed  m i l l i o n s  more people 
unsaved today than  t h e r e  were t e n  yea r s  ago. Christmas ought t o  be a t ime when these  t h ings  
begin t o  come i n t o  sha rpe r  focus.  

"Because o f  C h r i s t  we can  begin t o  l o v e  o t h e r  people i n  s p i t e  of  t h e i r  s i n s .  It ought t o  be 
a t ime of  improved human r e l a t i o n s ,  when we're  l i b e r a t e d  from jealousy and h a t r e d  and animosi ty 
and h o s t i l i t y  and a l l  of t hose  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  d i s t o r t  our  l i v e s  and mar t h e  image of J e s u s  
C h r i s t  i n  us." 

Also, C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  l i b e r a t e d  because " the  promise of  J e s u s  f o r  a l l  of u s  who meet h i s  
cond i t i ons  is  e t e r n a l  l i f e , "  Leave11 s a i d .  "Our l i b e r a t i o n  depends on obedience t o  h i s  commands. 

"There's a g r e a t  d e a l  of  cynicism today about  Christmas. Many people wish t h a t  i t  was a l l  
over  wi th  a l r eady .  Others  say, 'Well, we r e a l l y  a r e  n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  December t h e  25th i s  t h e  
a c t u a l  day when C h r i s t  was born i n  Bethlehem.' True,  we do n o t  know t h a t  abso lu t e ly .  But t h e  day 
is n o t  nea r ly  s o  impor tan t  as t h e  observance. 

"The f a c t  is C h r i s t  was born; whether i t  was i n  December o r  i n  t he  s p r i n g  o f  t h e  yea r  r e a l l y  
is no t  t h e  impor tan t  emphasis. The impor tan t  emphasis i s  t h a t  we pause and r e j o i c e  t o  g i v e  
thanks t o  Cod f o r  h i s  g o o d n e ~ s . ~  

--30-- 
(BPI photo a v a i l a b l e  upon r eques t  from New Orleans  Seminary 

Elder  urges  b i b l i c a l  model 
f o r  growing churches 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Linda Lawson 12/12/89 

NASHVILLE (BF)--These could we l l  be ou r  b e s t  daysw i n  spreading  t h e  gospe l  around t h e  world 
and i n  growing churches based on t h e  New Testament model, Lloyd E lde r ,  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board, t o l d  s t a t e  convention l e a d e r s  a t t end ing  annual  planning meetings a t  
t h e  board. 

Tracing t h e  sp read  of t h e  gospe l  and t h e  growth of churches i n  t h e  book of  Acts ,  E lder  s a i d  
t he  account  i s  r e p l e t e  w i th  r e f e r ences  t o  t h e  number o f  d i s c i p l e s  i nc reas ing ,  t h e  Word of God 
spreading ,  churches en joying  peace and growing i n  numbers. 

"The o v e r a l l  con tex t  i s  t h e  growth o f  churches through t h e  power of  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  through 
t h e  ins t rument  o f  d i s c i p l e s  ," Elde r  s a i d .  

Southern B a p t i s t s  have experienced many k inds  of  growth s i n c e  1952, E lde r  s a i d .  The number 
of churches has  i nc reased  30.1 pe rcen t ,  from 28,865 t o  37,567. Tota l  membership has grown 94.1 
pe rcen t ,  from 7.6 m i l l i o n  t o  14.8 mi l l i on .  However, t h e  number of  bapt isms i n  1952 was 354,382 
compared t o  346,320 i n  1988, a decrease  o f  2.3 percent .  

The answer t o  a comprehensive p a t t e r n  o f  church growth i n  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention i s  
not i n  methods b u t  i n  looking  t o  " the  beginning o f  t h e  s to ry , "  t he  b i b l i c a l  model, sa id  Elder .  

--more-- 
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He l i s t e d  10 c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of growth e v i d e n t  i n  New Testament churches. 

Growth must always begin wi th  pe r sona l  conversion,  he  s a i d .  

New Testament churches a l so  were c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by numerical i n c r e a s e s  and geographical  
expansion. "We thank God we a r e  no longe r  a Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention couched only  i n  t h e  
South," he s a i d .  

New Testament churches reached o u t  t o  va r i ed  r a c i a l  and e t h n i c  groups,  s a i d  Elder .  "And 
churches s t a r t e d  churches.  l* 

Other c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  were o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  development t o  b e t t e r  c a r r y  ou t  min i s t ry  and 
wi tness ing ,  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t ,  s o c i e t a l  p e n e t r a t i o n  and behaviora l  and e t h i c a l  t ransformat ion ,  
s a i d  Elder .  

"They d i d  n o t  g e t  s i de t r acked  i n t o  a rgu ing  doc t r ine .  They focused on t h e  gospe l  message," 
he s a i d .  

F i n a l l y ,  s p i r i t u a l  power was ev iden t  i n  New Testament churches,  he  added. 

"These could we l l  be our  b e s t  days i f  we go back t o  t h e  beginning o f  t h e  s t o r y  and a sk  Cod 
t o  h e l p  u s  wi th  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  s t o r y  u n t i l  he f i n i s h e s  t he  s t o r y , "  s a i d  Elder .  

Reporting on t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  board,  E lde r  s a i d  t h e  focus  of a r e c e n t  r eo rgan iza t ion  is on 
" r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  church and a l l o c a t i n g  r e sou rces  w i th in  t h e  board t o  b r i n g  t h a t  about." 

--30-.- 

Reaching s i n g l e s ,  s e n i o r s  
s a i d  t o  h e l p  churches grow 

5 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By T e r r i  Lackey 12/12/89 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Southern B a p t i s t  churches  must t r y  ha rde r  t o  mainstream s i n g l e  a d u l t s  and 
s e n i o r  a d u l t s  i n t o  t o t a l  church m i n i s t r y ,  a l e a d e r  i n  t h e  f i e l d  s a i d .  

Churches a r e  n o t  provid ing  adequate  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e s e  groups,  and they  a r e  l o s i n g  them t o  
denominations t h a t  do ,  s a i d  Doug Anderson, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board's 
family min i s t ry  department. Anderson spoke t o  s t a t e  fami ly  min i s t ry  l e a d e r s  who were i n  
Nashvil le  f o r  annual  meetings Dee. 1-2. 

"Churches tend  t o  t h i n k  t h e  b e s t  way t o  grow a church is  t o  go a f t e r  f a m i l i e s , "  Anderson 
s a i d .  "With t h e  r i s i n g  popula t ion  o f  s i n g l e  and s e n i o r  a d u l t s ,  t h e  b e s t  way t o  grow a church is  
t o  go  a f t e r  s i n g l e  and s e n i o r  adul t s . "  

The s ing l e -adu l t  popula t ion  "is no t  r e a l l y  i n v e s t i n g  i n  church a s  we (Southern B a p t i s t s )  
have been doing church,"  Anderson s a i d .  

Many churches a r e  n o t  even aware s i n g l e  a d u l t s  e x i s t ,  he s a i d .  

"The average church is n o t  doing much i n t e n t i o n a l l y  t o  reach o u t  t o  o r  i n v i t e  t h e  s i n g l e  
adu l t , "  Anderson s a i d .  " A t t i t u d i n a l l y ,  s i n g l e  a d u l t s  a r e  n o t  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  from o t h e r  groups. 
Churches r e a l l y  know them b e t t e r  t han  they  t h i n k  they  do." 

Likewise, s e n i o r  a d u l t s  can  no longe r  be  reached on ly  by o f f e r i n g  them games and r o a d t r i p s ,  
Anderson s a i d .  nchurches have t o  be i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n  what they a r e  doing f o r  s e n i o r  adul t s . "  

The r o l e  o f  s t a t e  fami ly  m i n i s t r y  d i r e c t o r s  and a s s o c i a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  i s  t o  " c a l l  our  
churches i n t o  being i n t e n t i o n a l , "  he expla ined .  "We need t o  ca t ch  a b igge r  v i s i o n  of  what i t  
means t o  do church." 

Many churches don ' t  expand t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  min i s t ry  techniques,  Anderson s a i d ,  because i t  
could mean offering he lp  t h a t  might be c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  

For  i n s t a n c e ,  d ivo rce  adjustment  workshops r seminars  on AIDS a r e  needed by many members of 
Southern B a p t i s t  congrega t ions ,  b u t  "both f t h e s e  t h i n g s  confront  a church with its mission and 
i d e n t i t y  ,n Anderson s a i d .  "Churches must l e a r n  t o  be p roac t ive  i n  t h e i r  approach t o  m i n i ~ t r y . ~  

--more-- 
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John Howell, p ro fe s so r  o f  C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c s  a t  MidwesLern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  
Kansas C i t y ,  Mo., s a i d  churches need t o  focus  on prevent ive  min i s t ry  r a t h e r  t han  c o r r e c t i v e  
minis t ry .  

Tapping t h e  needs o f  t h e  congrega t ion  and meeting those  needs by o f f e r i n g  s p e c i a l  
programming i s  t h e  church 's  p r e s e n t  cha l lenge  o f  family enrichment, he  s a i d .  

For example, Howell s a i d ,  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  and s i n g l e  a d u l t s  need c a r e e r  o r  voca t iona l  
guidance; young married couples need h e l p  i n  making i t  through t h e i r  first yea r  of  marriage; 
mature married couples  need o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  l e a r n  how t o  grow toge the r ;  and s e n i o r  a d u l t s  need 
guidance i n  t h e  r e t i r emen t  yea r s .  

Pa ren t s  w i th  a n  unmarried pregnant  t eenage r ,  non-wed couples  who l i v e  t o g e t h e r ,  a d ivorc ing  
man and wi fe ,  and middle a g e r s  exper ienc ing  t h e  empty-nest syndrome a r e  o t h e r  examples of people 
with needs t h a t  churches could meet,  Howell s a i d .  

Churches must e v a l u a t e  and p r i o r i t i z e  t h e  needs of  t h e  congregat ions t o  determine where 
enrichment a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  needed, he s t r e s s e d .  "Far t o o  few churches a r e  being chal lenged t o  use 
t h e i r  resources .  L e t t s  do family enrichment prevent ive ly  and no t  always be i n  a c o r r e c t i v e  mode. 
Family min i s t ry  through enrichment does  h e l p ,  and i t  works." 

Howell rece ived  t h e  Family Min i s t ry  Award o f  Excel lence from t h e  fami ly  min i s t ry  department 
fol lowing h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  Dec. 1. The award i s  presented annual ly  t o  a person who has advanced 
t h e  cause of family enrichment. Howell wrote the 1989 theme book f o r  S e n i o r  Adult Chautauquas, 
"Trans i t ions  i n  Mature Marriage ." 

The fami ly  m i n i s t r y  department r epo r t ed  i t s  1990-95 theme w i l l  be "Famil ies  Touching 
Fami l ies  .n 

Through i ts  f ive-year  p l an ,  t h e  fami ly  min i s t ry  department hopes t o  provide l eade r sh ip ,  
program des ign ,  program suppor t ,  m a t e r i a l s  and l eade r sh ip  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  Southern 
B a p t i s t  churches achiev ing  a church membership o f  20 m i l l i o n ,  Anderson s a i d .  

The family m i n i s t r y  department t a r g e t  audiences  inc lude  unchurched f a m i l i e s ,  s i n g l e  a d u l t s  
and s e n i o r  a d u l t s ;  blended f a m i l i e s ,  marr ied again couples and s i n g l e  pa ren t s ;  and f a m i l i e s ,  
s i n g l e  a d u l t s  and s e n i o r  a d u l t s  i n  c r i s e s .  

During t h e  nex t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  t h e  fami ly  m i n i s t r y  department hopes t o  "become pa r tne r sn  with 
s t a t e  and a s s o c i a t i o n a l  family m i n i s t r y  l e a d e r s  t o  expand family enrichment and s ing l e -  and 
sen io r - adu l t  conferences  now o f f e r e d  only  a t  Ridgecres t  (N.C.) and G l o r i e t a  (N.M.) B a p t i s t  
conference c e n t e r s ,  Anderson s a i d .  

"We want ou r  even t s  (S ingle  Adult  Labor Day, Sen io r  Adult Chautauquas, F a l l  F e s t i v a l s  of 
Marriage) t o  move beyond n a t i o n a l  s e t t i n g s  and i n t o  t h e  s t a t e s l n  Anderson s a i d .  

By moving fami ly  min i s t ry  e v e n t s  i n t o  s t a t e s  o r  r eg ions ,  he  s a i d ,  l o c a l  l e a d e r s  can p a t t e r n  
t h e  even t s  t o  meet t h e  needs o f  t h e  a r e a .  

--30- 

Church bu i ld ings  may r e f l e c t  h~ ~ 5 5 9  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
t r ends  i n  demographic change By Char les  Willis 12/12/89 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Southern B a p t i s t  church bu i ld ings  of t h e  f u t u r e  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be d i f f e r e n t  
from those  o f  today because o f  t h e  changing s t a t i s t i c a l  makeup of t h e  United S t a t e s  populat ion.  

Gwenn McCorrnick, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board's church a r c h i t e c t u r e  
department ,  sa id  longe r  l i f e  expectancy,  a low b i r t h  r a t e  and t h e  ag ing  of baby boomers w i l l  
a f f e c t  church programs, m i n i s t r i e s  and f a c i l i t i e s .  

He t o l d  s t a t e  bu i ld ing  c o n s u l t a n t s  i n  t h e i r  annual December planning meeting t h a t  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  no longe r  i s  a n a t i o n  of youth.  For  t h e  fo re seeab le  f u t u r e  t h e  number o f  persons over  age 
55 w i l l  cont inue  t o  i n c r e a ~ e ,  he s a i d ,  wh i l e  t h e  number o f  persons below age  18 w i l l  begin t o  
dec l ine .  

--more-- 



12/12/89 Page 14 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

According t o  p r o j e c t i o n s  of t h e  U.S. Bureau o f  t h e  Census, t h e  number o f  people over  55 w i l l  
double i n  t h e  nex t  60 y e a r s ,  whi le  t h e  number under 18 w i l l  decrease  by 7 pe rcen t .  

The imp l i ca t ions  f o r  church growth a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  he  s a i d .  

"For decades,  b i o l o g i c a l  growth has been t h e  bread and b u t t e r  f o r  many of  our  churches. 
They have grown by bap t i z ing  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e i r  members," he  observed. "The gene ra l  mindset 
has  been t h a t  a growing church r equ i r ed  a n  emphasis on reaching  young couples  with ch i ldren ."  

The time has  come t o  expand ou r  mindset  f o r  growth by reaching  o l d e r  a d u l t s ,  McComick s a i d .  

"In t h e  f u t u r e  some of our  churches w i l l  be overwhelmed by growth p o t e n t i a l  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s , "  
he s a i d .  "It w i l l  be un fo r tuna t e  i f  church l e a d e r s  miss completely t h e  cha l lenge  of reaching a n  
inc reas ing  group o f  persons o l d e r  t han  55. Perhaps we need t o  r ed i scove r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  winning 
o l d e r  a d u l t s  t o  C h r i s t  is  j u s t  as much a p a r t  o f  our  mandate as winning young a d u l t s  and 
ch i ld ren .  l1 

Church l e a d e r s  need t o  understand demographic s h i f t s  and respond t o  them c r e a t i v e l y  t o  
develop a r e l e v a n t  emphasis f o r  reaching  a changing popula t ion ,  he  added. 

Both phys i ca l  and church program needs accompanying demographic change w i l l  r e q u i r e  church 
bu i ld ing  ad jus tments ,  he s a i d .  

"Many churches w i l l  have t o  r edes ign  e x i s t i n g  space  t o  provide f o r  more a d u l t s .  For  decades 
now we have designed f o r  growth i n  preschool  and c h i l d r e n ' s  a r ea s , "  he s a i d .  "Some churches w i l l  
need t o  cont inue  t o  do t h i s ,  b u t  o t h e r s  w i l l  need t o  monitor t r e n d s  and adap t  as t he  s h i f t  comes 
i n  t h e i r  community, 

" Increas ing  numbers of s e n i o r  a d u l t s  w i l l  make program a c c e s s i b i l i t y  a l l  t h e  more 
imperat ive ." 

Eleva to r s ,  i nc reased  l i g h t i n g  l e v e l s  and a l a r g e r  number of  restrooms f o r  women than f o r  men 
w i l l  be r equ i r ed ,  " he continued.  

"I expect  t o  s e e  churches b u i l d i n g  s e n i o r  a d u l t  day c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  du r ing  t h e  next  few 
decades. A r e l a t e d  concern w i l l  be s e n i o r  a d u l t  housing and r e t i r emen t  c e n t e r s .  More churches 
and a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i l l  g e t  involved i n  meeting t h e s e  needs." 

But ,  he caut ioned ,  " t h i s  is  an a r e a  churches w i l l  be well-advised t o  e n t e r  on ly  a f t e r  
comprehensive s tudy  and eva lua t ion  o f  f i n a n c i a l  and ope ra t iona l  issues."  

"The church t h a t  cont inues  t o  do bus ines s  as i f  ou r s  were still  a n a t i o n  of youth,n he 
dec l a r ed ,  " w i l l  f i n d  i t s e l f  o u t  of s t e p  wi th  the r e a l i t i e s  of t h e  fu ture ."  

--30-- 

Southern B a p t i s t s  t o p  g o a l  
f o r  c r a d l e  r o l l  s t a r t s  

5 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
12/12/89 

NASHVILLE (BP)--Southern B a p t i s t  churches s t a r t e d  1,053 Cradle Ro l l s  du r ing  t h e  1988-89 
church yea r ,  topping  t h e  g o a l  o f  1,000. 

Cradle Ro l l  is  a Sunday school  out reach  department which focuses  on f a m i l i e s  with i n f a n t s .  
A department worker v i s i t s  t h e  home o f  each  member a t  l e a s t  monthly t o  provide Sunday school  
m a t e r i a l  and o t h e r  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  w i l l  be h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  family. 

The i d e a  is  t o  g e t  t h e  c h i l d  and o t h e r  fami ly  members en ro l l ed  and p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  Sunday 
school ,  expla ined  Ann L i l e s ,  c o n s u l t a n t  i n  t h e  preschool  Sunday school  program s e c t i o n  a t  t h e  
Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board. 

Since a renewed emphasis on Cradle  Ro l l  as an  out reach  department began i n  1971, mare than 
14,000 churches have s t a r t e d  m i n i s t r i e s ,  L i l e s  s a i d .  I n  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  4,820 churches 
have s t a r t e d  Cradle  Rolls. 

--more-- 
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For 1988-89, Texas l e d  a l l  s t a t e  conventions wi th  119 new Cradle  Ro l l s .  Oklahoma was second 
wi th  117 starts. 

Other t o p  s t a t e s  were Georgia,  65; North Caro l ina ,  61; and Kentucky and V i r g i n i a ,  60 each. 

L i l e s  said some sma l l e r  s t a t e  conventions had s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers o f  Cradle  Roll  s t a r t s .  
She c i t e d  Pennsylvania/South J e r s e y  w i t h  12; Indiana ,  14; Maryland, 12; Michigan; 12; Ohio, 13; 
and Wyoming, 6.  

Churches t h a t  start  a Cradle  Rol l  department may r ece ive  f r e e  m a t e r i a l  from t h e  Sunday 
School Board. Included i n  t h e  f r e e  o f f e r  a r e  record  keeping forms, c a l l i n g  c a r d s ,  and copies  of 
nPreschool Leadership,  nHame L i f e  , "Open Windows, nLiving With Preschoolersn  and "Beginningn. 

--30-- 

Dal las  couple g i v e s  
$1 m i l l i o n  t o  HSU 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
12/12/89 

ABILENE, Texas (BP)--Glen and V i r g i n i a  Burroughs of  Da l l a s  have made a $1 m i l l i o n  g i f t  t o  
Hardin-Simmons Un ive r s i t y  i n  r ecogn i t i on  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  cen t enn ia l  ce l eb ra t ion .  

The Burroughses have e s t a b l i s h e d  a c h a r i t a b l e  l e a d  u n i t r u s t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  Abilene,  
Texas, B a p t i s t  school  t o  be used as a s c h o l a r s h i p  fund. The u n i t r u s t  is  p ro j ec t ed  t o  gene ra t e  
more than  $1 m i l l i o n  f o r  s cho la r sh ips .  The B a p t i s t  Foundation of Texas w i l l  be t r u s t e e  of  t h e  
fund . 

Mrs. Burroughs, t h e  former V i r g i n i a  Randel of  Wichita F a l l s ,  Texas, i s  a 1950 HSU graduate  
and c u r r e n t l y  i s  an  HSU t r u s t e e .  She a l s o  i s  a teaching  l e a d e r  of  B ib le  Study Fellowship a t  
F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Garland,  Texas. 

Burroughs is  r e t i r e d  p re s iden t  of  Sun Explora t ion  and Product ion Co. and i s  a consu l t an t  f o r  
t h e  B a p t i s t  Foundation o f  Texas. He is a 1949 HSU graduate  and received t h e  master  of  arts 
degree from HSU i n  1950. While a t  HSU,  he  played on t h e  v a r s i t y  b a s k e t b a l l  team and was a l e a d e r  
i n  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

He was an  HSU t r u s t e e  from 1976 t o  1984 and has  been a member of t h e  HSU board of 
development f o r  16 yea r s .  He rece ived  a Dis t inguished  Alumni Award i n  1978 and t h e  John J. 
Keeter  Award i n  1983, t h e  h i g h e s t  award bestowed on an HSU graduate  by t h e  un ive r s i t y .  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  Centennia l  Campaign, t h e  Burroughs e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Glen and Vi rg in i a  Burroughs 
Endowment f o r  S tuden t  Scho la r sh ips  and t h e  James L. Randel Endowed A t h l e t i c  Scholarsh ip  i n  memory 
of Mrs. Burroughs' f a t h e r ,  who graduated  from HSU i n  1921. 

HSU w i l l  be 100 y e a r s  o ld  i n  1991. 
--30-- 

Hugo's a f te rmath  -- Tennessee B a p t i s t s  
h e l p  South Ca ro l in i ans  r e b u i l d  By Lonnie Wilkey 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
12/12/89 

MACEDONIA, S.C.  (BPI--Though he  vowed n o t  t o ,  Dave Tracy wept. 

A b i g  man, Tracy could n o t  hold back t h e  tsars as he r e c a l l e d  t h e  e v e n t s  fol lowing Hurricane 
Hugo's a t t a c k  on t h e  c o a s t  o f  South Ca ro l ina  and surrounding a r e a s  i n  l a t e  September. 

"On t h e  21at day o f  September, God showed Dave Tracy h i s  power," he r e c a l l e d .  

Af te r  t h a t  d i s p l a y  o f  power came wGod'a g race ,  h i s  love  and his mercyn i n  t h e  form of 
Tennessee B a p t i s t s ,  cont inued Tracy,  a deacon at  Providence Church i n  Macedonia, S.C., a small  
community about  35 miles from Char les ton .  

And j u s t  as Tennessee B a p t i s t s  responded wi th in  hours  a f t e r  t h e  hu r r i cane  h i t  -- se rv ing  
54,064 meals i n  a two-week per iod  -- h e l p  from t h e  Volunteer S t a t e  cont inues .  

About 327 Tennessee B a p t i s t  men and uomen s p e n t  Thanksgiving week he lp ing  South Caro l in ians  
p i ck  up t h e  pieces from one o f  t h e  most d e v a s t a t i n g  s torms t o  h i t  t h e  s t a t e .  

--more-- 
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D i sa s t e r  r e l i e f  h e l p  cont inues  t o  pour i n t o  South Caro l ina  from o t h e r  s t a t e s  as wel l .  A t  
l e a s t  t h r e e  s t a t e  Brotherhood d i r e c t o r s  have e s t a b l i s h e d  p a r t n e r s h i p s  i n  South Caro l ina  wi th  a 
commitment t o  work i n  t h e  Hugo-damaged areas u n t i l  r e s t o r a t i o n  is  complete. 

David Langford, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  North Ca ro l ina  B a p t i s t  Men o rgan iza t ion ,  is p a i r i n g  North 
Carol ina a s s o c i a t i o n s  wi th  Santee  B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  i n  South Carol ina.  Alabama Brotherhood 
Di rec to r  Tommy Pucke t t  w i l l  coo rd ina t e  Alabama's r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  i n  Fo l ly  Beach i n  Char les ton  
B a p t i s t  Associat ion.  

Su l l i van  I s l a n d  B a p t i s t  Church has  been t a r g e t e d  by t h e  Georgia B a p t i s t  Men o rgan iza t ion  f o r  
r e s t o r a t i o n .  S u l l i v a n  I s l a n d ,  which is  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  Char les ton ,  was t h e  f i r s t  a r e a  h i t  by 
Hugo and one of  t h e  las t  p l aces  t o  g e t  r e l i e f .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  r e p a i r s ,  Georgia B a p t i s t s  a r e  making m a t e r i a l  donat ions.  

"We now have a l is t  of i tems  t h e  church d i d n ' t  have covered i n  t h e i r  insurance ,"  s a i d  
B a p t i s t  D i r ec to r  Bob Green. "One organ f o r  t h e  church has  a l r eady  been donated.'' 

V i rg in i a  vo lun tee r s  a r e  working through t h e i r  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t o  do r e l i e f  work. 

P i t t s y l v a n i a  B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  h a s  s e n t  about 200 people t o  South Ca ro l ina  and h a s  
c o l l e c t e d  an es t imated  $16,000 f o r  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  t h e r e ,  s a i d  Lloyd Jackson,  V i rg in i a  Brotherhood 
d i r e c t o r .  

V i rg in i a  B a p t i s t s  have con t r ibu t ed  more t han  $100,000 through t h e  V i r g i n i a  B a p t i s t  t r e a s u r e r  
to  South Caro l ina  disaster  r e l i e f ,  h e  s a i d .  

Volunteers  from F l o r i d a  cont inue  t o  work i n  South Caro l ina .  Over Thanksgiving, Lynn Sloan ,  
Palm Lake B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion ' s  Woman's Missionary Union d i r e c t o r ,  was accopanied by h e r  husband, 
Don, and daughter ,  Ke r i ,  t o  McCle l lanvi l le ,  S.C., where they  de l ive red  b l anke t s ,  win ter  c o a t s ,  
c leaning  s u p p l i e s ,  and a cha in  saw. 

Also working i n  McCle l lanvi l le  a r e  S a l l y  and Don Bowden of  F o r t  Myers, F la .  

The Howdens volunteered  t o  spend a y e a r  i n  McCle l lanvi l le  r ebu i ld ing  c a b i n e t s .  

Dave Tracy1 s home was one o f  21 houses,  f o u r  church bu i ld ings  and a f i r e  s t a t i o n  t h a t  
vo lun tee r s  re roofed  du r ing  t h e  week. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  workers, many o f  whom came on Thanksgiving eve ,  b u i l t  f i v e  new homes " i n t o  t h e  
dry ,"  poured f i v e  foundat ions ,  s e t  b locks  on s i x  foundat ions ,  b u i l t  121 t r u s s e s ,  d id  minor 
r e p a i r s  on t h r e e  homes, rep laced  f o u r  l a r g e  p i c t u r e  windows and rewired one house completely, 
s a i d  Cameron By le r ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Tennessee B a p t i s t  Convention's Brotherhood department who 
coordinated t h e  r e l i e f  work. 

Byler  noted t h e  vo lun tee r s ,  who came from 14 a s s o c i a t i o n s  and 44 churches i n  Tennessee, l a i d  
65,400 square  f e e t  of s h i n g l e s  du r ing  t h e  week. 

Providence Church i n  Macedonia was headquar te rs  f o r  t h e  week's a c t i v i t i e s .  Team members 
s l e p t  i n  campers and i n  s l eep ing  bags i n  t h e  church and a nearby h igh  school  gymnasium. 

The Tennessee B a p t i s t  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  van provided h o t  meals f o r  t h e  workers. 

And d e s p i t e  be ing  away from home f o r  t h e  hol iday ,  vo lun tee r s  d id  n o t  have t o  s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  
t r a d i t i o n a l  Thanksgiving d inner .  Th i r ty - f ive  t u rkeys ,  100 pounds of  d r e s s i n g  and 100 pounds of 
banana pudding were prepared a long  wi th  o t h e r  trimmings, Byler  s a i d ,  no t ing  t h e  food was consumed 
quickly. 

"It was a supe r  week. The v o l u n t e e r s  had a s p i r i t  o f  coopera t ion ,  enthusiasm and empathy 
f o r  t h e  people i n  t h e  c o r n m ~ n i t y , ~  Byler  said. 

"Everyone p i t ched  inn  and d i d  what they  were asked t o  do, he added. "It was a tremendous 
missions experience." 

--more-- 
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Judge P ipp in ,  pa s  t o r  of  Ridgedale B a p t i s t  Church, i n  Knoxvil le ,  Tenn. , agreed  wi th  Byler l  s 
assessment. "This probably w i l l  be t h e  most memorable Thanksgiving we've eve r  had," he noted. 

Pippin and h i s  group,  t h e  ma jo r i t y  from h i s  church,  began bu i ld ing  a house f o r  a person 
whose mobile home was f l a t t e n e d  by t h e  hu r r i cane .  "Itls e x c i t i n g  t o  see how many people are 
here .  I t 's  l i k e  God sent h i s  army because t h e s e  people needed h e l p , n  P ipp in  s a i d .  

Don Arwood, p a s t o r  o f  Clear Branch B a p t i s t  Church, i n  Lake C i t y ,  Tenn., brought n ine  people 
from t h e  church. "It t h r i l l s  my h e a r t  t h e s e  people see t h e  need t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  
t o  t h e  po in t  t hey  can  s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  Thanksgiving hol iday ,"  he said. 

The t r i p ,  however, was n o t  one-sided, s a i d  P a s t o r  Tom Byrge of  Clinch River  B a p t i s t  Church 
i n  Lake C i ty .  

"Our guys w i l l  go back and t a l k  about  t h e  fel lowship.  They f e e l  they b e n e f i t  from t h e  work 
as much as t h e  people they  helped ,,I Byrge s a i d .  

Don Colyer ,  a layman from Chapman Grove B a p t i s t  Church i n  Kingston, Tenn., and h i s  w i f e ,  
Dwain, made t h e  Thanksgiving journey. Colyer  summarized h i s  reason f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  no t ing  
"It's a fuLf i l lment  of  what I f e e l  t h e  Lord wanted me t o  do." 

Butch Harris was i n  h i s  g rand fa the r ' s  home when t h e  hu r r i cane  swept through. He watched t h e  
winds demolish h i s  mobile home and belongings.  But wi th  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of t h e  group from 
Ridgedale B a p t i s t  Church i n  Knoxvil le ,  he  now has  a new house. 

"To have B a p t i s t s  come and h e l p  l i k e  t h i s  is  beyond me," he s a i d .  "People have r e a l l y  
pul led  together ."  

Harris added t h e  exper ience  has  "shown me how I can h e l p  others ."  

Tracy, whose home was r e roo fed ,  had a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  beyond t h e  phys ica l  needs t h a t  were met: 
"The people who came over  from Tennessee hold a s p e c i a l  p lace  i n  my hea r t .  I was i n  t h e  middle 
of something I d i d n ' t  know how t o  handle.  They taught  me how t o  cope." 

Pas to r  Mickey Caison of Providence B a p t i s t  Church, who helped f i n d  t h e  most urgent  needs f o r  
t h e  vo lun tee r s  t o  meet, s a i d  t h e  w i tnes s  provided by Tennessee B a p t i s t s  t o  t h e  community has been 
a boost .  

"There's been a l o t  o f  f avo rab le  comments about C h r i s t i a n s  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  Tennessee 
B a p t i s t s  and Providence Church because of t h e  compassion t h a t  has been e x h i b i t e d J n  he s a i d .  

Meeting t h e  phys i ca l  needs has  made i t  easier t o  t a l k  t o  people about t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  
cond i t i on ,  he  observed ,  adding t h a t  t h e  people have been more r ecep t ive  t o  hearing the  Gospel. 

Caison helped coo rd ina t e  t h e  s u p p l i e s  and food t h a t  poured i n  from Tennessee B a p t i s t s  and 
o t h e r s  and a l s o  purchased bu i ld ing  materials wi th  money t h a t  was given.  

"I don ' t  f e e l  l i k e  t h e s e  t h i n g s  have been g iven  t o  Providence Church. We're a t r u s t e e  f o r  
t h e  people i n  Berkeley County who need it," he s a i d .  

A week p r i o r  t o  t h e  Thanksgiving r e l i e f  work, Caison v i s i t e d  t h e  annual  meeting o f  t he  
Tennessee B a p t i s t  Convention i n  Knoxvil le  and spoke t o  t h e  messengers. 

"Thousands of d o l l a r s  i n  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  money have been g iven  t o  our  church," he s a i d .  
"These donat ions  are be ing  used t o  buy b u i l d i n g  materials and many o t h e r  items t o  he lp  people ' s  
needs. 

"We cont inue  t o  g i v e  food t o  s c o r e s  o f  people every week who cont inue  t o  need a s s i s t a n c e .  
We have been a b l e  t o  provide food f o r  churches i n  o t h e r  communities t o  be d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  m i n i s t e r  
t o  t h e i r  people. 

" A l l  of t h i s  is  p o s s i b l e  because Tennessee B a p t i s t s  have heard t h e  modern day c a l l  from 
Macedonia t o  'come ove r  and h e l p  us .  

--more-- 
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P r i o r  t o  t h e  conclus ion  o f  t h e  week's e f f o r t s ,  a lay- led  r e v i v a l  team headed by Barry 
B a r r e t t  o f  Murfreesboro, Tenn., l e d  s e r v i c e s  F r iday  and Sa turday  n i g h t s  and Sunday morning. 

The r e v i v a l  l e d  t o  12 profess ions  o f  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t  and f i v e  r e d e d i c a t i o n s  of  s p i r i t u a l  
commitment, Byler  noted. 

And a l though t h e  teams r e tu rned  t o  Tennessee a f t e r  Thanksgiving, Byler  s a i d  he  expec ts  
Tennessee B a p t i s t s  w i l l  cont inue  t o  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  Macedonia community, because much work remains 
t o  be done. 

--3o-- 
(Also c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h i s  a r t i c l e  was Jim Burton of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Brotherhood 
Commission.) 

Scholar  s ays  f a i t h  
involves  'whole being '  p- c (3 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  By Pa t  Cole CSBTS) 12/12"9 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)--The b i b l i c a l  approach t o  C h r i s t i a n  nu r tu re  i nvo lves  more than  a ques t  
f o r  " r a t i o n a l  c e r t a i n t y n  i n  t h e  l i f e  of  f a i t h ,  claimed C h r i s t i a n  educa tor  Thomas Groome. 

Groome, p r o f e s s o r  of  theology and r e l i g i o u s  educa t ion  a t  Boston Un ive r s i t y ,  s a i d  C h r i s t i a n  
f a i t h  involves  a person ' s  "whole being." 

"Truth i n  t h e  Western t r a d i t i o n  ceased t o  mean t h i n g s  you do i n  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  t h e  t r u t h  o r  
i n  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  what you recognize as t h e  good," s a i d  Groome during t h e  J u l i u s  B. Cay Lectures  
a t  Southern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  L o u i s v i l l e .  "The t r u t h  no longe r  has  the  b i b l i c a l  
sense  o f  t h e  foundat ion  t h a t  you c l i n g  t o  on t h e  mountainside of  l i f e . "  

Such t r u t h  i s  known "in t h e  depth o f  your being and you know t o  l e t  go of  i t  is  t o  f a l l  t o  
t h e  abyss  beneath you,n he s a i d .  

B i b l i c a l  f a i t h ,  Grome  noted ,  draws people i n t o  p raye r ,  a c t i o n  and r i g h t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with 
God, one ' s  s e l f  and God's c r e a t i o n .  However, h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  mind should n o t  be excluded from 
Chr i s t i an  f a i t h .  He poin ted  o u t  t h a t  t h e  Western emphasis upon t h e  mind h a s  a s s i s t e d  C h r i s t i a n  
f a i t h .  It has  "dared people t o  t h i n k  f o r  themselves and b r i n g  t h e i r  f a i t h  t o  understanding,"  he  
s a i d .  The Ues t e rn  fondness f o r  r a t i o n a l  c e r t a i n t y  has  a l s o  prompted s c h o l a r s h i p  t h a t  has 
enhanced B i b l i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  he  added. 

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  age, a w t e c h n i c a l  r a t i o n a l i t y t t  t h a t  s t r e s s e s  "a quick f i x "  o r  "how to"  
menta l i ty  has become a popular  approach t o  b i b l i c a l  s tudy ,  h e  s a i d .  "I be l i eve  we a r e  c a l l e d  t o  
a much more r e l a t i o n a l  approach t o  t h e  b i b l i c a l  word,'l Croame s a i d .  i s  cons t an t ly  t o  
confront  u s ,  judge u s ,  console  u s ,  promise u s  and b r ing  u s  forward. We a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  a 
p raye r fu l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  t e x t  r a t h e r  t han  j u s t  a  t e c h n i c a l - c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  t ex t . "  

C h r i s t i a n s  should be encouraged t o  "become agents  of  t h e i r  f a i t h n  and "experience t h e  word 
o f  God i n  t h e i r  own r e a l i t y , "  he s a i d .  He warned t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  can l e a n  t o o  heav i ly  on 
p a s t o r s ,  b i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r s  and church h i e r a rchy  and thus  become "dependents i n  t h e i r  f a i t h . "  

--30-- 

Parkinson ' s  d i s e a s e  launches $ - Fm(5 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
miss ionary ' s  new m i n i s t r y  By Art Toalston 12/12/89 

VINA DEL MAR, C h i l e  (BPI--Mary Jo Geiger  knows one of h e r  most cher i shed  a b i l i t i e s  i s  i n  
jeopardy because o f  Park inson ' s  d i s ease .  

" A l l  t h e  muscles of t h e  body w i l l  be a f f e c t e d J n  she  s a i d ,  recount ing  medical l i t e r a t u r e  she  
has read.  "The f a c i a l  muscles become r i g i d  and do no t  move eas i ly ."  

She then  spoke of h e r  a b i l i t y  t o  smi le .  "If I eve r  g e t  t o  t h e  p lace  t h a t  my f a c e  cannot 
r e f l e c t  t h e  joy I f e e l  i n  C h r i s t ,  i t  would h u r t  very ,  very  much." 

Geiger ,  o f  Memphis, Tenn., and h e r  husband, B i l l ,  o f  Miami, have been Southern B a p t i s t  
m i s s iona r i e s  t o  C h i l e  s i n c e  1966. She t r u s t s  h e r  f a i t h  w i l l  a l l e v i a t e  much o f  t h e  h u r t  if 
Parkinson's  d i s e a s e  someday s tea ls  h e r  smi le .  She was diagnosed wi th  t h e  d i s o r d e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  
ago a t  age 48 -- r e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y  f o r  i ts onse t .  

--more-- 
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"My God has  t h e  power t o  h e a l  me," s h e  s a i d .  "And I know t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  o f  people prayingn 
-- Chilean f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Vina d e l  Mar, where t h e  Geigers  l i v e ,  and family and f r i e n d s  
back i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  But a familiar B i b l e  s t o r y  i n  t h e  book o f  Danie l ,  which she  came 
a c r o s s  i n  h e r  r e g u l a r  B i b l e  r ead ing ,  h a s  de f ined  h e r  a t t i t u d e  toward whatever way God answers 
t h e i r  p rayers .  

When King Nebuchadnezzar gave Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego t h e  choice  of  worshiping i d o l s  
o r  being thrown i n t o  a f i e r y  furnace ,  t hey  r e p l i e d ,  l1 ..., t h e  God we se rve  ... w i l l  rescue u s  
from your hand, 0 king." 

"When I read  t h a t ,  I thought ,  wow, t h a t ' s  t r ue .  God could d e l i v e r  me," Geiger r e c a l l e d .  
"Then I g o t  t o  t h e  next  v e r s e  where Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego add, 'But even i f  he does not  
( rescue  u s )  . . . we w i l l  n o t  s e rve  your gods . . . . ' And t h a t  is  the  way I f e e l .  I f  God chooses t o  
h e a l  me, t h a t ' s  f i n e .  But i f  he doesn ' t  choose t o  h e a l  me, 1'11 se rve  him anyway, i n  whatever 
way I can. I f  he  t h i n k s  I can honor him by keeping t h e  Park inson ' s ,  he can dec ide  t h a t ,  because 
h e t s  a l l -powerfu l .  

''The Lord sometimes t akes  u s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where we cannot r e l y  on anyth ing  human," she  
continued. "1 t h i n k  he is  t ak ing  me t h e r e  very  f a s t .  It seems t h e r e  is n o t  a l l  t h a t  much I can 
do b u t  depend completely on him.n 

Geiger first suspec ted  something was wrong phys i ca l ly  when she  began f e e l i n g  vclumsyn 
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago. "Anytime I would comment about  i t ,  everybody would s a y ,  'Oh, t h a t  j u s t  comes 
when you g e t  o l d e r .  " 

Buttoning bu t tons  and c u t t i n g  meat became more d i f f i c u l t .  "When we would go out  t o  e a t ,  I 
would f e e l  l i k e  I was a l l  thumbs. Ge t t i ng  up a t  n i g h t ,  I would j u s t  s h u f f l e  my f e e t  a long.  X 
thought ,  'That is s o  funny; I ' ve  never  walked l i k e  t h a t  i n  my l i f e . ' "  Puzz l ing  ove r  l e t t e r s  she  
had penned, she  would t h i n k ,  "My goodness, I d i d n ' t  know I had w r i t t e n  s o  poorly." 

A few months l a t e r ,  she  no t i ced  h e r  l e g  shaking du r ing  e x e r c i s e s  a t  bedtime. "1 d i d n ' t  
t h ink  anything about  i t  a t  first ... b u t  I no t i ced  every time I r a i s e d  i t ,  i t  would shake. I 
would r a i s e  my arm and i t  would shake. I would move my f i n g e r s  and they  would shake." 

Inc reas ing ly  concerned t h a t  on ly  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  o f  h e r  body was a f f e c t e d  by t h e  shaking,  she  
f i n a l l y  concluded something might be something s e r i o u s l y  wrong. T e s t s  wi th  s e v e r a l  medications 
confirmed Geiger  was s u f f e r i n g  from Park inson ' s  d i s e a s e ,  which a f f l i c t s  an  es t imated  1 percent  of 
t h e  U.S. popula t ion .  

Parkinson's  r e suL t s  from t h e  degenera t ion  of nerve c e l l s  i n  t h e  b r a i n  t h a t  produce t h e  
chemical dopamine, which p l ays  a key r o l e  i n  nerve s i g n a l s  t h a t  c o n t r o l  muscle movements. 
S c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s  have f a i l e d  t o  f i n d  a cause  f o r  t h e  d i so rde r .  It i s  t r e a t e d  wi th  medications 
t h a t  compensate for  t h e  l a c k  o f  dopamine. 

The d i s e a s e  man i f e s t s  i t s e l f  i n  shaking ,  s t i f f e n e d  muscles, stooped pos tu re  and balance 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  -- cond i t i ons  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  medicat ion,  become inc reas ing ly  pronounced wi th  t h e  
passage of t ime,  u l t i m a t e l y  d i s a b l i n g  v i c t i m s  b u t  a l lowing  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t  and senses  t o  remain 
i n t a c t .  

A regimen o f  e x e r c i s e  s e v e r a l  t imes a day h a s  become a v i t a l  p a r t  of G e i g e r t s  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  
Parkinson's .  "The e x e r c i s e s  h e l p  you f e e l  good f o r  t h r e e  o r  fou r  hours ,"  s h e  s a i d .  "The next  
day, you have t o  s tar t  a11  over  again." 

The medicat ion s h e  t a k e s  t o  c o n t r o l  h e r  Park inson ' s  tends t o  h inder  h e r  mental f a c u l t i e s .  
But h e r  husband observed ,  "It seems t h a t  every th ing  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  realm is  almost  more 
keenly remembered." She can c i t e  v e r s e  a f t e r  v e r s e  of S c r i p t u r e  t h a t  he lp  l i f t  h e r  f a i t h .  

Severa l  months after being diagnosed wi th  Park inson ' s ,  Geiger went through an i n n e r  
s t r u g g l e ,  a sk ing  h e r s e l f  whether i t  was f a i r  t o  a sk  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Board t o  
continue t o  employ h e r  and B i l l  as miss iona r i e s  i n  l i g h t  of h e r  d i s a b i l i t y .  They drove t o  
Sant iago  t o  meet wi th  Bryan Bras ington ,  who d i r e c t s  Southern B a p t i s t  work i n  Spanish-speaking 
South America. 

--more-- 
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"1 t o l d  him, 'I j u s t  want you t o  know t h a t  any t ime t h e  board would want me t o  go home t o  
t h e  S t a t e s ,  I am w i l l i n g  t o  go. Sometimes I j u s t  f e e l  s o  unworthy t o  cont inue  he re .  I am s o  
slow. It t akes  me twice  t h e  t ime t o  do anyth ing  t h a t  i t  used t o  take.  It has become much more 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  speak be fo re  groups,  1"  she  s a i d ,  exp la in ing  t h a t  Parkinson's  was beginning t o  a f f e c t  
even t h e  t i n y  muscles i n  h e r  vo ice  box. 

Bras ington ' s  response: "It is  t r u e  t h a t  your m i n i s t r y  may change. It may be t h e  b e s t  
min i s t ry  o f  your y e a r s  i n  Chile." 

Those words l' j u s t  astounded me," Geiger  r e c a l l e d .  "It was a cha l lenge  I couldnl t f o r g e t  ." 
Af te r  s e v e r a l  minutes of d i s c u s s i n g  va r ious  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  wi th  Bras ington ,  he  asked ,  "Have 

you e v e r  thought  about  a m i n i s t r y  of i n t e r c e s s o r y  prayer?" 

"1 s a i d ,  'Well, I know t h a t  i s  very  important . '  And he s a i d ,  'It is more t han  important .  
Everything t h a t  i s  done must be done i n  t h e  name of  J e s u s  and bathed wi th  prayer  o r  we're  j u s t  
sp inning  our  wheels .1n 

Bras ington ' s  words about  prayer  l a t c h e d  o n t o  h e r  s p i r i t .  Geiger began t o  t ake  keen i n t e r e s t  
i n  prayer  passages i n  t h e  B i b l e  and books on prayer .  

"1 need t o  grow s o  much more i n  prayer , "  she  s a i d .  "1 t h ink  t h e  more we s e e  t h e  g r e a t  
neces s i t y  o f  prayer  and t h e  power o f  p raye r ,  and t h e  more we pray,  t h e  more we s e e  how l i t t l e  we 
once prayed. The Lord h a s  g iven  u s  a command and a p r i v i l e g e ,  t oo ,  t o  pray f o r  o thers . "  

B i l l  Geiger testifies t o  t h e  power behind h i s  w i f e ' s  blossoming p raye r  min i s t ry .  The p a s t  
yea r  has been t h e  most cha l lenging  he h a s  e v e r  faced i n  h i s  C h r i s t i a n  educa t ion  work wi th  t h e  
churches. "Yet i t  has  been t h e  b e s t  yea r  f o r  growing s p i r i t u a l l y , "  he s a i d .  ''1 have f e l t  a 
s p i r i t u a l  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  p u l p i t  and i n  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  I have never  experienced before." 

The reason  is c l e a r ,  h e  added, ''1 know t h a t  when I leave t h e  house, she  i s  i n  h e r  room 
praying f o r  me .I1 

--3()-- 
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B a p t i s t  marketplace min i s t e r :  B a p t i s t  F r e s s  
businesswoman c i t e d  i n  Inc .  500 By Mark Wingfield 12/12/89 

MONROE, Mich. (Be)--When S h e i l a  West t a l k s  about  being a CEO, she  i s n ' t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  h e r  
p o s i t i o n  as p r e s i d e n t  of  one o f  America's fas tes t -growing companies. 

CEO is  West's abb rev ia t i on  f o r  "Christ-Empowered Opportuni t ies ."  

Acting on such an  oppor tun i ty ,  West and h e r  husband, John, founded a company t h a t  f o r  t h e  
second yea r  i n  a row is  ranked on Inc .  magazine's list of  America's 500 fas tes t -growing p r i v a t e  
companies. 

I n  i ts  December i s s u e ,  Inc.  r anks  Archery Center  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a t  No. 151 , up from No. 307 
l a s t  year .  Only one-third o f  t h e  companies on l a s t  y e a r ' s  l is t  q u a l i f i e d  a g a i n  t h i s  year .  

West i s  f ea tu red  i n  a b r i e f  a r t i c l e  t h a t  t e l l s  about h e r  t ransformat ion  from housewive t o  
en t reprenuer  i n  1984 wi th  no bus ines s  exper ience  o r  co l l ege  degree. 

West, who a l s o  h a s  been t h e  s u b j e c t  of a cover s t o r y  i n  USA Today, c r e d i t s  no t  on ly  t h e  
success  of h e r  bus ines s ,  b u t  i t s  very  e x i s t e n c e ,  t o  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

She i s  among a growing number o f  Southern  B a p t i s t s  who i n t e n t i o n a l l y  connect  t h e i r  work with 
t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n  w i tnes s  i n  a movement known as marketplace min i s t ry .  

Marketplace m i n i s t e r s  t ake  t h e i r  common surroundings and t u r n  them i n t o  what West de f ines  as 
Christ-empowered oppor tun i t i e s .  She i d e n t i f i e s  h e r  gu id ing  p r i n c i p l e  as "agape i n  t h e  
marketplace," meaning t h a t  she  s t r i v e s  t o  s h a r e  t h e  love  of  God i n  h e r  workplace unobt rus ive ly .  

--more-- 
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"I haven' t  t r i e d  t o  u se  God t o  b u i l d  my bus iness ,"  she explained.  wI ' ve  t r i e d  t o  use  my 
bus ines s  f o r  God." 

West does n o t  b i l l  h e r  wholesale  a r che ry  d i s t r i b u t o r s h i p  as a "Chr is t ianw bus iness .  "I 
d o n t t  be l i eve  i n  C h r i s t i a n  bus inesses ,"  s h e  s a i d .  "1 be l i eve  i n  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  b u s i n e ~ s . , ~  

She has  no t  p l a s t e r e d  t h e  o f f i c e  w a l l s  wi th  r e l i g i o u s  t r i n k e t s .  I n s t e a d ,  she  s t r i v e s  t o  
d e a l  compassionately wi th  employees and customers,  looking f o r  n a t u r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s h a r e  h e r  
f a i t h .  

"My g o a l  i s  f o r  ou r  bus ines s  t o  r e f l e c t  C h r i s t  i n  us ,"  she  s a i d .  "We d o n t t  cram i t  down our 
people 's  t h r o a t s .  To me, agape i n  t h e  marketplace means accoun tab i l i t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  We 
must learn t o  r e g u l a t e  ou r  C h r i s t  f low, j u s t  as bus inesses  r e g u l a t e  t h e i r  cash  flow.It 

West main ta ins  h e r  "Chr is t  floww by c u l t i v a t i n g  h e r  personal  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  J e sus ,  she  
s a i d ,  n o t i n g ,  wI t r y  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  C h r i s t  flow i n  me t o  cover  my ope ra t ing  needs each day with 
enough l e f t  over  f o r  t h o s e  around me." 

Long before  s t a r t i n g  h e r  bus ines s  c a r e e r ,  West d id  no t  have such a v i b r a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with 
J e sus ,  she  s a i d .  Her l i f e  was plagued by i n s e c u r i t y  and t roub le s .  

west was r a i s e d  i n  a Southern B a p t i s t  church i n  F l o r i d a  but  d id  no t  commit h e r  l i f e  t o  
C h r i s t  u n t i l  she  was 20. "1 had s p e n t  my whole l i f e  s ea rch ing ,  looking f o r  peace,  s e r e n i t y  and 
happiness ," she  said. 

Raised by a s i n g l e  mother, West had been t o l d  h e r  f a t h e r  was dead. L a t e r  she  learned  he had 
l e f t  h e r  mother and probably was still  a l i v e .  

Ju s t  be fo re  h e r  conversion,  West 's g r and fa the r  and mother had d i ed  and h e r  husband had l e f t  
h e r  -- a l l  w i t h i n  a four-month period.  

"I was i n  a s t a t e  o f  t o t a l  de spa i r , "  she  r e c a l l e d .  "I despe ra t e ly  needed someone on whom I 
could depend." 

Af te r  counse l ing  wi th  a B a p t i s t  p a s t o r  i n  Chicago, West went home and committed h e r  l i f e  t o  
Chr i s t .  Defying h e r  g r e a t e s t  f e a r ,  she  vowed t o  t r u s t  God f o r  h e r  f u t u r e ,  even i f  it  meant 
r a i s i n g  h e r  c h i l d  as a s i n g l e  parent .  

Af te r  two y e a r s ,  t h e  marriage was r econc i l ed ,  bu t  West soon r e a l i z e d  s h e  was p lac ing  more 
p r i o r i t y  on her  marriage t han  on h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  Chr i s t .  "The love  became s o  g r e a t  t h a t  my 
g r e a t e s t  f e a r  was l o s i n g  my husband aga in ,"  she  r e c a l l e d .  

S t ruck  wi th  t h e  pa in  of a r e l a t i v e t s  d e a t h ,  she  r e a l i z e d  h e r  husband would no t  have gone t o  
heaven i f  he had been t h e  one k i l l e d .  "1 s a i d  I would r a t h e r  go t o  h e l l  wi th  John than go t o  
heaven a lone  ," she s a i d .  

Af t e r  counse l  wi th  ano the r  p a s t o r ,  s h e  "mads a commitment t h a t  even i f  i t  meant John l e f t  
me, I would fo l low Chr is t . "  

When s h e  came home t o  t e l l  h e r  husband about  h e r  commitment, he s a i d  t h a t  was f i n e  as long 
as s h e  d i d n ' t  "cram i t  down my throa t . "  

"1 t o l d  him I would on ly  l o v e  him more," she  s a i d .  "God had shown me t h a t  I was t o  l i v e  my 
l i f e  s o  my husband could s e e  t h e  l o v e  of C h r i s t  i n  me." 

With time, tha t  happened. A f t e r  taking h e r  husband t o  a B i l l y  Graham f i l m ,  West l e d  him i n  
a prayer  of commitment t o  Christ. 

She a l s o  found h e r  es t ranged  f a t h e r ,  who was Jewish and a p ro fe s so r  a t  Baylor  Medical Center  
i n  Houston. With a p e r s i s t e n t  b u t  l o v i n g  wi tnes s ,  s h e  l e d  him t o  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t  before  h i s  
death.  

"I r e a l l y  have a l o t  of reasons  t o  want t o  s h a r e  C h r i s t t s  love i n  t h e  marketplace because 
h e r s  done so much fo r  me," West s a i d .  

--3O-- 
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Mentor program p a i r s  
laymen with inmates By Ken Camp 

DALLAS (BPI--Texas B a p t i s t s  hope t o  reduce recidivism and share  God's love with inmates on a 
one-to-one b a s i s  through the  Texas Department of Corrections' "mentort' program. 

I n  the next th ree  years ,  organizers  of t h e  program plan t o  match 1,000 ''free worldll 
volunteers with 1,000 TDC inmates during t h e  pr isoners '  f i n a l  months of incarcera t ion and i n  the 
years  following r e l e a s e ,  s a i d  Emmett Solomon, a Southern Bap t i s t  chaplain and adminis t ra tor  of 
the TDC chaplaincy programs. 

A t  i ts  Nov. 6 meeting i n  Lubbock, Texas, the  Texas B a p t i s t  Men Executive Board voted t o  join 
the mentor program as p a r t  of i ts  on-going pr ison minis t ry  emphasis. 

The program al ready has  been i n  place f o r  f i v e  years  a t  one TDC i n s t i t u t i o n  and now i s  being 
pi lo ted  a t  f i v e  add i t iona l  u n i t s .  Several  TBM prison minis t ry  volunteers have been involved i n  
the p i l o t  e f f o r t s ,  Solomon noted. 

Volunteer "mentorsw agree t o  v i s i t  an inmate once a month during h i s  l a s t  one t o  two years  
i n  pr ison and t o  be h i s  f r i end  a f t e r  he is  released.  

"Previous program experience i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  takes  about one year f o r  an inmate t o  bui ld  
t r u s t  with a person he doesn' t  know," Solomon sa id .  

"Once t h a t  t r u s t  i s  es tabl ished and a r e la t ionsh ip  is  developed, the  ex-convict w i l l  be ab le  
t o  c a l l  on h i s  mentor a f t e r  he g e t s  out .  Experience shows t h a t  h e ' l l  be ha l f  a s  l i k e l y  t o  come 
back t o  prison a s  those who don ' t  have a f r i e n d  t o  c a l l  

No f inanc ia l  i n t e r a c t i o n  i s  permitted between mentors and inmates. However, mentors can 
he lp  ex-convicts f ind  employment a f t e r  they a r e  released.  

During v i s i t s ,  volunteers a r e  f r e e  t o  sha re  the  gospel u i t h  inmates who a r e  uncertain about 
t h e i r  r e l a t ionsh ip  with Chr i s t  o r  t o  d i s c i p l e  those who have made professions of f a i t h .  

Currently,  about 75 Texas B a p t i s t  volunteers  a r e  involved i n  leading MasterLife d i sc ip lesh ip  
Programs behind prison wa l l s  a t  10 TDC u n i t s ,  two federa l  prisons and t h r e e  p r iva te  correct ional  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  and permission has been granted t o  begin c lasses  a t  e ight  o the r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

MasterLife is a demanding program involving Scr ip tu re  memorization, Bible study, prayer,  
witnessing and ministering.  Of t h e  370 Texas inmates enrol led  i n  MasterLife, 125 have been 
graduated from the  i n i t i a l  13-week program and 112 have completed the  e n t i r e  26-week curriculum. 

Solomon bel ieves  t h a t  through t h e  mentor program, Texas Bap t i s t s  can help  t o  provide 
d i sc ip lesh ip  oppor tuni t ies  f o r  inmates who l a c k  e i t h e r  the  commitment o r  the  mental capab i l i ty  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  MasterLife. 

I n  doing s o ,  Solomon i s  convinced t h a t  Texas B a p t i s t s  w i l l  benef i t  soc ie ty  i n  general .  

"The most i n e f f i c i e n t  p a r t  of the  cr iminal  jus t i ce  system is a t  the  point  of res t ructur ing 
fe lons  back i n t o  soc ie ty .  Government r e a l l y  does not  have the  a b i l i t y  t o  cause soc ie ty  t o  open 
its arms t o  receive an ex-convict," Soltmon s a i d .  

"The church probably has the  b e s t  a b i l i t y  out  of a l l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  influence soc ie ty  t o  
open i t s  arms t o  released inmates and t o  welcome them back i n t o  t h e i r  communities." 

--30-- 

Roman Road more than highway ,= ,rcyb, Bapt is t  Press  
t o  former a lcohol ic  a r t i s t  By O r v i l l e  S c o t t  12/12/89 

DALLAS (BPI--The "Roman Roadn is  much more than a h i s t o r i c a l  highway t o  a r t i s t  Don Jonas of 
Pampa, Texas, an  a lcoho l i c  f o r  27 years.  

Last January, during the  Share Jesus  Now Phase One evangelism e f f o r t ,  Pas tor  Darrel Rains of 
First Bap t i s t  Church of Pampa used the  Roman Road i n  leading Jonas t o  f a i t h  i n  Jesus Chr is t .  

--more-- 
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Rains used passages from t h e  Book o f  Romans, a wi tnes s ing  p a t t e r n  t h a t  commonly i s  c a l l e d  
" the  Roman Road t o  s a lva t ion . "  

More t han  1 m i l l i o n  cop ie s  of t h e  Book of  Romans were d i s t r i b u t e d  through t h e  Texas B a p t i s t  
evangelism d i v i s i o n  t o  h e l p  achieve  a g o a l  o f  89,000 people who a r e  t r a i n e d  t o  sha re  C h r i s t  wi th  
a m i l l i o n  non-Chris t ian Texans l a s t  February and March. During Share J e s u s  Now Phase Two nex t  
s p r i n g ,  churches are be ing  encouraged t o  enlist and t r a i n  10 pe rcen t  of t h e i r  r e s i d e n t  members t o  
s h a r e  t h e  gospe l  f o r  30 days  be fo re  t h e  "Herevs  Hopen simultaneous r e v i v a l s .  

To commemorate h i s  newfound s a l v a t i o n ,  Jonas has done i n  ca l l i g r aphy  a framed plaque c a l l e d  
Roman Road, d i sp l ay ing  t h e  passages Rains used i n  l ead ing  him t o  C h r i s t .  

Jonas discovered a God-given t a l e n t  f o r  ca l l i g r aphy  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago a f t e r  h i s  cha ins  of 
alcoholism were broken,  l a r g e l y  through t h e  i n f luence  o f  h i s  w i f e ,  a member o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  
Church o f  Pampa. 

"1 had enjoyed s i x  y e a r s  of  s o b r i e t y ,  but being saved hadn ' t  en tered  my mind," Jonas s a i d .  
Af t e r  a t t end ing  s e r v i c e s  a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  w i th  h i s  w i f e ,  Jonas f e l t  he needed t o  t a l k  wi th  Rains. 

Rains l e d  him through t h e  Roman Road, and Jonas prayed t o  accept  C h r i s t .  The next  Sunday, 
when t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  came, Jonas rushed down t h e  a i s l e  t o  make pub l i c  h i s  new r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  
C h r i s t .  

"I was c ry ing  so hard I cou ldn ' t  t a l k , "  he s a i d .  l l T t  was a phys ica l  l i f t i n g  of my p a s t  of f  
me. In 27 y e a r s  of  a lcohol i sm,  you b u i l d  up q u i t e  a p a s t .  

"Now I have a peace and s e r e n i t y  I v d  never  had i n  my e n t i r e  l i f e . "  

Among t h e  people w i th  whom Jonas s h a r e s  h i s  newfound f a i t h  a r e  recover ing  a l c o h o l i c s .  "I 
have a compassion f o r  them o t h e r  people don' t ,"  he s a i d .  

God has l e d  him t o  do more and more s c r i p t u r a l  ca l l i g r aphy  f o r  which h e  f i n d s  a ready 
market.  He be l i eves  i t  is  i n  i t s e l f  a w i t n e s s  f o r  C h r i s t ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  provides  a platform f o r  
sha r ing  J e s u s v  p lan  o f  s a l v a t i o n .  

Af te r  wi tness ing  f o r  C h r i s t  about  10 t imes  a t  an a r t  show, he  wondered i f  people might t h ink  
he was only wi tness ing  t o  s e l l  h i s  work. "1 knew i n  my h e a r t  I wasnlt, l l  Jonas s a i d .  

The next  morning, a woman wi th  whom he had shared  C h r i s t  came i n  wi th  a young couple and 
asked ,  " M r .  J onas ,  w i l l  you wi tnes s  t o  my son  and daughter-in-law?" 

Jonas is  l i k e  "a b r e a t h  o f  f r e s h  a i r ,"  Rains s a i d .  llHe i s  j u s t  one of those  who came t o  t h e  
Lord dur ing  Share J e s u s  Now. It had a tremendous impact on our  c ~ m m u n i t y . ~  

--3o-- 

Former Czechoslovakian B a p t i s t  F- B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
s a y s  r ecen t  changes f o r  r e a l  By S c o t t  C o l l i n s  ( s~(4rs') 12/12/89 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--As Josef  S o l c  weaved through t h e  g a u n t l e t  of Russian tanks  and 
s o l d i e r s  21 y e a r s  ago on h i s  way t o  freedom i n  t h e  West, he d i s t r i b u t e d  l e a f l e t s  and t r a c t s  about 
J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

That was dur ing  t h e  Prague Spr ing  of 1968, when democratic reform swept S o l c t s  na t ive  
Czechoslovakia only  t o  be crushed by armed f o r c e s  from f i v e  o t h e r  Communist nations. 

Now, So lc ,  a Southern  B a p t i s t  p a s t o r  i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas, hopes t o  r e t u r n  f o r  a v i s i t  t o  
h i s  homeland next  year f r e e  t o  do what he couldnl  t i n  1968 -- preach t h e  gospe l .  

"For 40 y e a r s  they  were n o t  al lowed t o  do anyth ing  beyond t h e  scheduled meetings i n  t h e  
church," S o l c  s a i d  of C h r i s t i a n s  i n  Czechoslovakia. "Now they  a r e  ask ing  t h a t  everybody would be 
a b l e  t o  have t h e  freedom of speech,  which would apply  t o  t h e  ~ h u r c h . ~  

--more-- 
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Solc s a i d  such a change means Chr i s t i ans  would be allowed t o  gather  i n  l a r g e  numbers f o r  the  ' 
f i r s t  time s i n c e  Communists took over the country i n  1949. Since t h a t  time, groups of more than 
f i v e  had t o  no t i fy  t h e  government of a 

While democratic reforms may mean freedom f o r  Chr i s t i ans  i n  Czechoslovakia, Solc sa id  the re  
is a l o t  t o  be done. 

"Those Chr i s t i ans  need a l o t  of encouragement -- knowing t h a t  somebody prays f o r  them and 
would l i k e  t o  help  them i n  these  new p o s s i b i l i t i e s , l f  he s a i d .  "What they need i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  on 
how t o  reach out  t o  the  r e s t  of the country." 

Along with encouragement, Solc s a i d  Czechoslovakians need " to  know how t o  develop 
d i sc ip les .  They need t o  be taught how t o  evangelize and how t o  grow Christ ians."  

What Southern Bap t i s t s  can o f f e r  t o  Chr i s t i ans  i n  Czechoslovakia will depend on how quickly 
reforms occur, Solc  bel ieves .  I f  the  countryls  borders open r i d e r ,  Solc s a i d  v i s i t s  by Bap t i s t  
groups w i l l  show Czech Chr i s t i ans  t h a t  people around the  world "care f o r  them and pray f o r  them. 

"I would be r e a l l y  exci ted  i f  I could take  70 o r  100 people t o  Prague and go out and teach 
them (Czechs) how t o  boldly reach people f o r  Chr i s t .  You don' t  g e t  bold i n s t a n t l y .  You need 
some good examples and we he re  i n  America a r e  used t o  reaching out." 

And while Solc  bel ieves  the reforms i n  Czechoslovakia a r e  r e a l ,  he cautioned Bap t i s t s  not  t o  
be t o o  quick. 

"Whatls important r i g h t  now i s  f o r  somebody t o  go i n  and f ind  out how much of t h i s  i s  
ac tua l ly  going t o  be p o ~ s i b l e , ~ ~  sa id  Solc ,  who has  talked with f r i ends  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  Prague. 
They to ld  Solc  they a r e  "elatedtt  with t h e  changes and s a i d  the  reforms appear t o  be r e a l .  

For So lc ,  t h e  l i f t i n g  of  the  I r o n  Cur ta in  i s  an answer t o  more than 20 yea rs  of praying. 

The son of a Bap t i s t  pas to r ,  Solc f l e d  Communist-ruled Czechoslovakia i n  1968 a f t e r  he was 
refused admittance t o  t h e  Universi ty of Prague t h r e e  times because of h i s  Chr is t ian  convictions.  

A t  the  time, Solc  was the top junior t e n n i s  player i n  the  country and a member of the  
country1s nat ional  hockey team. But even those  t a l e n t s  could not  g e t  him i n t o  college.  "They 
sa id  they did  not  need me the re , "  he sa id .  

Feeling a c a l l  t o  the  minis t ry ,  Solc applied t o  the  Seminary of Prague and was f i n a l l y  
accepted only t o  receive a l e t t e r  from the  government s t a t i n g  t h a t  "it was not i n  the  i n t e r e s t  of 
the S t a t e  t h a t  I should study there." 

Not wi l l ing  t o  g ive  i n ,  Solc  applied again  i n  1968 when democratic reforms were sweeping 
Czechoslovakia. He was to ld  he could s t a r t  a t  t h e  seminary i n  September, bu t  a month before 
c lasses  were t o  begin t h e  Russians invaded Czechoslovakia, dashing h i s  hopes. 

A t  the time Solc  was holding a v i s a  he received e a r l i e r  i n  the  year t o  a t t end  a Bap t i s t  
convention i n  England. That gave him a passport  with permission t o  leave t h e  country which he 
used on the  s i x t h  day of the  Russian invasion.  

He entered Rushlikon Bap t i s t  Seminary In Switzerland and l a t e r  accepted a f u l l  tennis  
scholarship t o  Oral Roberts Univeristy i n  Tu l sa ,  Okla., where he was an All-American twice. 

After graduating from Oral Roberts, Solc  entered Southwestern Bapt is t  Theological Seminary 
i n  For t  Worth, earning master of d i v i n i t y  and doctor  of philosophy degrees. 

I n  1978 he received American c i t i z e n s h i p  and married Joy Roeda, Solc has been pas tor  of 
Hulen S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  For t  Worth s i n c e  1980. 

With the  reforms i n  Czechoslovakia, Solc hopes t o  r e tu rn  next summer f o r  a v i s i t .  He has 
been refused a v i s a  twice i n  t h e  pas t  20 years .  But he is  op t imis t i c  t h i s  time. 

"To be f r e e  is  j u s t  a wonderful gift from God,w Solc said,  nAnd those people have been 
waiting f o r  it f o r  a long, long time." 
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