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Southern B a p t i s t  vo lun tee r s ,  
h e l i c o p t e r  leav ing  Eth iopia  BY Craig Bird d-  FflQ 

ADDIS ABABA, Eth iopia  (BP)--continued f i g h t i n g  i n  Ethiopia has forced s h i f t s  i n  the  Southern 
B a p t i s t  missionary personnel  and property assigned t o  t h a t  country. 

Most news r e p o r t s  place f i g h t i n g  between Ethiopian government t roops  and Tigre People 's  
L ibera t ion  Front  f o r c e s  about 100 mi les  nor th  of Addis Ababa, Southern B a p t i s t  miss ionar ies  and 
Volunteers l e f t  t h e i r  p o s t s  and gathered i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  Oct. 19 but  apparent ly face  no 
danger t he re .  

However, Southern B a p t i s t  work i s  concentrated i n  t he  very a r e a s  where t he  two armies a r e  
f i g h t i n g ,  and an e a r l y  oppor tuni ty  t o  r e t u r n  and renew the  work appears  unl ike ly .  

"Bas ica l ly  we a r e  looking f o r  p laces  t o  t r a n s f e r  volunteers  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  where they can be 
product ive ,"  s a i d  Jim Houser, a Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Board admin i s t r a to r  f o r  e a s t e r n  
and southern  Africa.  "In a few o t h e r  cases ,  vo lunteers  who a r e  near  completion of t h e i r  terms 
a r e  going home a l i t t l e  b i t  ear ly ."  

No c a r e e r  mi s s iona r i e s  a r e  being t r a n s f e r r e d ,  however. J e r ry  and Rosie Bedsole of Foley, 
Ala., and S p l i t l o g ,  Mo., r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  t he  s e n i o r  Southern Bap t i s t  miss ionar ies  i n  t he  count ry ,  
a r e  due back i n  Addis Ababa i n  December a f t e r  a  U.S. furlough. Another c a r e e r  couple,  J e f f  and 
Margie Pearson o f  Mora, Minn., re turned  t o  Ethiopia r ecen t ly  from Yemen. Mrs. Pearson was i n  
Yemen on matern i ty  leave  when t h e  miss ionar ies ,  including he r  husband, were evacuated t o  Addis 
Ababa. Pearson joined h e r  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e i r  second ch i ld .  

Career  mi s s iona r i e s  Rob and P a t r i c i a  Ackerman of  Wheaton, Ill., and Albuquerque, N . M . ,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a r e  i n  Nai robi ,  Kenya, await ing work permits  fo r  Ethiopia.  They w i l l  go on t o  
Addis Ababa as soon as t h e  permits  are granted nunless t he  s i t u a t i o n  h e a t s  up," Houser s a i d .  
Ackerman w i l l  be bus iness  manager f o r  t he  Southern Bap t i s t  mission organiza t ion  of Eth iopia .  

Four volunteers  w i l l  be l eav ing  Ethiopia soon. Nurse Barbara S t e e r  of Santee,  C a l i f . ,  and 
B a p t i s t  guesthouse managers Jewel and Jeanne Franks of Fo r t  Worth, Texas, w i l l  r e tu rn  t o  t he  
United S t a t e s  about one month ear l ie r  than planned. S t e e r  was t o  a r r i v e  i n  Nairobi Nov. 15 
enroute  home and t h e  Frankses were t o  follow Dec. 1. Charles Edwards of  S t a r k v i l l e ,  Miss., had 
j u s t  a r r i v e d  i n  Eth iopia  t o  work a s  a  ve t e r ina r i an  f o r  two months. But he never got  t o  leave  the  
c a p i t a l  because of  t h e  f i g h t i n g .  He i s  t r ans fe r r ing  t o  Tanzania t o  work wi th  missionary 
v e t e r i n a r i a n  John Crews. 

Journeyman nurse Sandy S h e l l  of Millbrook, Ala., w i l l  t r a n s f e r  t o  Kenya t o  work a t  t he  
B a p t i s t  c l i n i c  i n  Mathare Valley i f  h e r  reques t  fo r  a Kenyan work permit i s  approved. She 
a r r i v e d  i n  Eth iopia  dur ing  t h e  summer of  1988 f o r  a planned two-year s t ay .  

Journeyman Burt  Rudolph of Davis,  Ca l i f . ,  a water development engineer  who was only a few 
months i n t o  h i s  two-year assignment, w i l l  complete h i s  s t i n t  i n  Malawi. George Tupper, a  
journeyman from Memphis, Tenn., ha s  completed almost 20 months of h i s  two-year term a s  an 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  development worker. His f u t u r e  p l ans  st i l l  are undecided. 

- 
Miss ionar ies  remaining i n  Eth iopia  inc lude  Paul and Hannah j a y  of Cuthbert ,  Ga., and 

Jackson,  Miss., r e spec t ive ly ;  John and Mary Lou Lawrence o f  Jonesboro, La., and Har r i sonv i l l e ,  
Mo., r e spec t ive ly ;  and Howard and Belinda Rhoades of Fr iona ,  Texas. 

--more-- 
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The most v a l u a b l e  s i n g l e  p i e c e  of  miss ion  p r o p e r t y ,  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  w i l l  be flown from Addis 
Ababa t o  N a i r o b i  when permiss ion  i s  gran ted  from t h e  Kenyan government. Mission o f f i c i a l s  began 
s e e k i n g  government a p p r o v a l  t o  remove t h e  c r a f t  t h e  day a f t e r  B a p t i s t  pe r sonne l  were evacuated 
from t h e  h i g h l a n d s  because o f  t h e  f i g h t i n g .  The h e l i c o p t e r  was used t o  p rov ide  qu ick  a c c e s s  t o  
f e e d i n g  and development s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  h i g h l a n d s ,  where t h e  f i g h t i n g  is most i n t e n s e .  

The f a t e  o f  i t h e r  miss ion  p r o p e r t y  -- p r i m a r i l y  g r a i n  s t o r e s ,  b u i l d i n g s  and f u r n i s h i n g s  a t  
t h e  B a p t i s t  r e l i e f  s t a t i o n s  i n  A l e m  Ketema, Rabel ,  Shil Afaf ,  Cundo Muskel, Mehal Meda and 
Meragna -- i s  u n c l e a r .  

Both armies r e p o r t e d l y  have s e i z e d  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  a r e a s  they c o n t r o l .  However, both  t h e  
T i g r e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  F r o n t  and t h e  t h e  E th iop ian  government have reques ted  i n v e n t o r i e s  of 
p r o p e r t y  a t  t h e  s t a t i o n s  from t h e  B a p t i s t  miss ion  o f f i c i a l s  -- a p p a r e n t l y  as  a b a s i s  f o r  
r e s t i t u t i o n .  

The TPLF a l s o  h a s  i n v i t e d  B a p t i s t  miss ion pe rsonne l  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  a r e a s  i t  c o n t r o l s  and 
resume development work w i t h  t h e  assurance  t h a t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  would be welcome. B u t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  
f e e l  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime is  t o o  u n s t a b l e  f o r  them t o  r e t u r n .  

Peace t a l k s  between t h e  TPLF and t h e  E th iop ian  government have begun i n  I t a l y ,  b u t  no cease -  
f i r e  has r e s u l t e d .  TPLF l e a d e r s  s a i d  Nov. 7 t h e y  had cap tu red  t h e  d i s t r i c t  around Mehal Meda 
-- t h e  f i r s t  time t h e  r e b e l s  have claimed t o  c o n t r o l  t e r r i t o r y  o u t s i d e  T i g r e  Province.  Mehal 
Meda's p o p u l a t i o n  i s  composed o f  Amhara people ,  t h e  e t h n i c  group t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  h a s  r u l e d  
E t h i o p i a .  The E t h i o p i a n  government has  n o t  commented on t h e  claim. 

The TPLF d e c l i n e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  ear l ie r  peace t a l k s  between t h e  government and a n o t h e r  
r e b e l  g roup ,  t h e  E r i t r e a n  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  F r o n t ,  sponsored by former  U.S. P r e s i d e n t  Jimmy 
C a r t e r .  The two o p p o s i t i o n  groups formed a l o o s e  c o a l i t i o n  s e v e r a l  months ago,  b u t  t h e y  have 
main ta ined  d i f f e r e n t  o b j e c t i v e s  d u r i n g  more t h a n  two decades  o f  i n t e r n a l  s t r i f e .  

The EPLF s e e k s  independence f o r  E r i t r e a  as a  s e p a r a t e  country .  The TPLF h a s  s a i d  i t  wants 
t o  remain p a r t  o f  E t h i o p i a  b u t  i s  ded ica ted  t o  t h e  overthrow o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  government. 

--3o-- 

Alcohol warning l a b e l s  ' good ' ;  N- CO B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
need t o  be b i g g e r ,  e x p e r t s  s a y  By Marv Knox 11/15/89 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Warning l a b e l s  on b e e r  and l i q u o r  c o n t a i n e r s  w i l l  s ave  l i v e s ,  b u t  they  must 
be l a r g e r  and more consp icuous ,  advoca tes  o f  a h e a l t h i e r  America s a i d  d u r i n g  a  Nov. 14 news 
confe rence  i n  N a s h v i l l e .  

The A l c o h o l i c  Beverage Labe l ing  Act o f  1988, which goes  i n t o  e f f e c t  Nov, 18, r e q u i r e s  t h a t  
a l l  a l c o h o l i c  beverage c o n t a i n e r s  s o l d  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  c a r r y  warning l a b e l s .  

The r e q u i r e d  message s t a t e s :  "Government Warning: ( 1 ) According t o  t h e  surgeon g e n e r a l ,  
women shou ld  n o t  d r i n k  a l c o h o l i c  beverages  d u r i n g  pregnancy because of t h e  r i s k  o f  b i r t h  
d e f e c t s .  (2 )  Consumption o f  a l c o h o l i c  beverages  i m p a i r s  your  a b i l i t y  t o  d r i v e  a c a r  o r  o p e r a t e  
machinery and may c a u s e  h e a l t h  p r ~ b l e m s . ~  

"Pro-hea l th  a d v o c a t e s  have won a  hard-fought 20-year b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  a l c o h o l i c  beverage 
i n d u s t r y  ," s a i d  Rober t  M. Parham, a s s o c i a t e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  
Commission i n  N a s h v i l l e .  "A c o a l i t i o n  of d i v e r s e  g roups  ... h a s  worked f o r  y e a r s  t o  s e c u r e  
h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  warning l a b e l s  on a l c o h o l i c  beverage c o n t a i n e r s .  ... 

l lUnfor tuna te ly ,  t h e  Bureau o f  Alcohol ,  Tobacco and F i rea rms  h a s  i s s u e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  which do 
n o t  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  warnings  be l o c a t e d  i n  la conspicuous and prominent p l a c e  on each c o n t a i n e r  
Of a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e l V n  he s a i d ,  quo t ing  the new law. 

Holding a ' -bee r  b o t t l e  on i ts  s i d e  and examining t h e  f i n e - p r i n t  l a b e l  under a magnifying 
g l a s s ,  Farham added: llNow, we must b a t t l e  t o  g e t  warning l a b e l s  t h a t  are r e a d a b l e  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  
a magnifying g l a s s .  Everyone shou ld  be a b l e  t o  see r e a d i l y  and t o  r e a d  easily t h e  warnings .  The 
a l c o h o l  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms ought  t o  a t o p  p l a y i n g  hide-and 
s e e k  w i t h  a l i f e - a n d - d e a t h  matter. They ought  t o  s t o p  p l a y i n g  games w i t h  pregnant  women and 
the i r  unborn c h i l d r e n .  They ought  t o  s u p p o r t  legible  l a b e l s . "  

--more-- 
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The t y p e  on t h e  l a b e l s  must be o n l y  2 m i l l i m e t e r s  h igh  -- about  t h e  s i z e  o f  newspaper t y p e ,  
b u t  squeezed t o g e t h e r .  Most a l c o h o l  d i s t r i b u t o r s  w i l l  p l a c e  t h e  l a b e l s  on t h e  edges  of t h e i r  own 
l o g o s  and l a b e l s .  One beermaker even h a s  pe rmiss ion  t o  p r i n t  t h e  l a b e l  on t h e  b o t t l e  c a p ,  Parham 
s a i d .  

I n  a s t a t e m e n t  read  a t  t h e  news confe rence ,  Sen. A l b e r t  Gore Jr., D.-Tenn., wrote:  "Labels 
a r e  a  proven,  e f f e c t i v e  means f o r  consumers t o  become informed abou t  a p roduc t  and any unique 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p roduc t .  ... Alcohol beverage manufac tu re r s  a r e  among t h e  
w o r l d ' s  e x p e r t s  on a d v e r t i s i n g .  They know what works and what doesn ' t  work. They know Labe l s  
are a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of a d v e r t i s i n g . "  

But a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  inconsp icuous  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  warning l a b e l s ,  Gore added: "I have a 
warning f o r  t h e  a l c o h o l  beverage i n d u s t r y :  They can h e l p  des ign  warning messages as e f f e c t i v e  as 
t h e i r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  o r  t h e y  can  have a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  t h a t  must, by law, i n c l u d e  warnings .  The 
c h o i c e  i s  t h e i r s . "  

Parham p r a i s e d  Gore and Sen. Strom Thurmond, R.-S.C., f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on b e h a l f  of  t h e  
l a b e l i n g  law, n o t i n g ,  "Our v i c t o r y  r e s u l t s  from g r a s s r o o t s  concern and courageous b i p a r t i s a n  
l e a d e r s h i p  on t h e  p a r t  o f  Sens .  Gore and Thurmond, b o t h  o f  whom have walked a s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  
p rov ing  c o n v i n c i n g l y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  a l c o h o l  i n d u s t r y , "  

The news confe rence  a l s o  f e a t u r e d  t h r e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  w g r a s s r o o t s  concerntt  f o r  t h e  
warning l a b e l s .  

Country music star Rudy G a t l i n ,  a member o f  t h e  G a t l i n  Bro thers  Band, spoke from his own 
exper ience :  "My b r o t h e r s  and I know f i r s t h a n d  many o f  t h e  problems a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a l c o h o l  and 
o t h e r  s u b s t a n c e  abuse .  B u t ,  thank  God, we were a b l e  t o  c o r r e c t  them b e f o r e  any f u r t h e r  problems 
developed t o  change o u r  h e a l t h  o r  o u r  f a m i l y ' s  well-being." 

Alcohol  p l a y s  a r o l e  i n  24,000 t r a f f i c  f a t a l i t i e s  and 500,000 t r a f f i c  i n j u r i e s  every  y e a r ,  
G a t l i n  s a i d ,  adding:  t f I t m  f o r  warning everyone abou t  t h e  dangers  of  a l c o h o l .  I t  must be a n  
impor tan t  p r i o r i t y  i n  t h i s  coun t ry .  young f o l k s  e s p e c i a l l y  must be reminded c o n s t a n t l y  abou t  how 
a l c o h o l  i m p a i r s  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  t h i n k  and d r i v e ,  s o  I hope t h e s e  warning l a b e l s  can s e r v e  a s  a 
v i s i b l e  reminder  t o  them." 

Speak ing  o f  f e t a l  a l c o h o l  syndrome, which a f f e c t s  b a b i e s  whose p regnan t  mothers d r a n k ,  he  
s a i d :  "One o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  concerns  I have now is t h a t  t o o  many women a r e n ' t  g e t t i n g  t h e  warning 
t h a t  a l c o h o l  consumption d u r i n g  pregnancy can  cause  s e r i o u s  p h y s i c a l  and mental  problems i n  t h e  
unborn c h i l d .  When I h e a r  t h a t  more t h a n  50,000 b a b i e s  a r e  born i n  t h e  U.S. each  y e a r  w i t h  
a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d  d e f e c t s ,  t h e n  I want t o  do something t o  h e l p  g e t  t h a t  warning message o u t .  

"I had a c h o i c e  and a  chance t o  overcome my own problem wi th  subs tance  a b u s e ,  b u t  a n  unborn 
c h i l d  d o e s n ' t  have e i t h e r .  ... Mothers ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  have a d r i n k  for your c h i l d . "  

Karen S t a r r ,  a s t a f f  member u i t h  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Treatment of  
Addic t ion ,  c o n t i n u e d  C a t l i n t s  theme of  concern f o r  b a b i e s  born t o  women who d r i n k .  

" F e t a l  a l c o h o l  e f f e c t s  and f e t a l  a l c o h o l  syndrome are r e a l , "  she  s a i d .  "This s e r i o u s l y  
impac t s  o u r  n a t i o n ,  o u r  f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  most i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  ... who s u f f e r  m e d i c a l l y ,  
n e u r o l o g i c a l l y  and p s y c h o s o c i a l l y  from b i r t h . "  

She c i t e d  r e s e a r c h  which r e v e a l s  t h a t  10 p e r c e n t  t o  20 p e r c e n t  of  mental  d e f i c i e n c i e s  among 
c h i l d r e n  are t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  p regnan t  mother ' s  a l c o h o l  use  and t h a t  "maternal  a l c o h o l  use i s  
t h e  l e a d i n g  known cause o f  menta l  r e t a r d a t i o n  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s . "  

"Even c a s u a l  u s e  o f  a l c o h o l  d u r i n g  pregnancy cannot  be considered s a f e , "  S t a r r  s a i d .  "Even 
small amounts o f  a l c o h o l  may be i n j u r i o u s  t o  t h e  unborn c h i l d ,  ... w i t h  a n  average  f i v e - p o i n t  
r e d u c t i o n  i n  a c h i l d ' s  IQ by t h e  a g e  o f  4 and d e f i c i t s  i n  a t t e n t i o n  and r e a c t i o n  time i n  a c h i l d  
by t h e  age o f  7. 

"We must ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  adop t  t h e  most c o n s e r v a t i v e  approach and endorse  t h e  American Medical 
A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  surgeon g e n e r a l  i n  recommending t o t a l  a b s t i n e n c e  from a l c o h o l  d u r i n g  
pregnancy." 

Jess Hale o f  Gov. Ned McWherter's A l l i a n c e  f o r  Drug-Free Tennessee applauded t h e  t e x t  of  t h e  
warning l a b e l s  on two coun ts .  "We welcome t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  make ... b a b i e s  h e a l t h i e r , "  he  s a i d ,  
n o t i n g  t h e  l a b e l s  a l s o  w i l l  "enhance t h e  awareness  o f  t h e  dangers  of drunk d r i v i n g . "  

--more-- 
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The warning l a b e l s  a r e  one p a r t  of a comprehensive p l a n  needed t o  overcome t h e  problems, 
Hale  s a i d .  He a l s o  advocated e d u c a t i o n  concerning t h e  dangers  o f  a l c o h o l ,  substance-abuse 
programs, and tough d runk-dr iv ing  laws and enforcement.  

I n  a s t a t e m e n t  r e a d  a t  t h e  news confe rence ,  C h r i s t i a n  Li fe  Commission Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  
Richard D. Land wrote:  "The C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission b e l i e v e s  tha t  warning l a b e l s  on a l c o h o l i c  
beverage c o n t a i n e r s  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  war a g a i n s t  d rugs .  Alcohol causes  more 
d e a t h s ,  produces  more s u f f e r i n g  and c o s t s  more i n  economic l o s s e s  than  a l l  i l l i c i t  d rugs  
Combined. Warning l a b e l s  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  n a t i o n  know t h a t  a l c o h o l  i s  a dangerous d rug . "  

C a l l i n g  a l c o h o l  " t h e  d rug  t h a t  America d r i n k s I 1 '  Parham noted t h e  commission urged P r e s i d e n t  
Bush and Treasury  S e c r e t a r y  Nicho las  Brady t o  l l d i r e c t  t h e  Bureau of  Alcohol ,  Tobacco and Firearm: 
t o  i s s u e  r e g u l a t i o n s  which would r e q u i r e  r e a d i l y  l e g i b l e  l a b e l s  i n  a conspicuous and prominent 
p l a c e  on c o n t a i n e r s . "  

The news confe rence  was among 10 such  confe rences  h e l d  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n  t h e  week o f  Nov. 
13. 

--30-- 
(BPI photos  mai led t o  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers by t h e  SBC C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission. 

Hur r icane  v i c t i m s  s t i l l  
need h e l p  i n  Car ibbean 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Mary E. S p e i d e l  11/15/89 

PLYMOUTH, M o n t s e r r a t  (BPI--Two months a f t e r  Hur r icane  Hugo d e v a s t a t e d  much o f  t h e  Car ibbean,  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  some i s l a n d s  st i l l  are s t r u g g l i n g  t o  recover .  

Among i s l a n d s  where Sou thern  B a p t i s t  f o r e i g n  m i s s i o n a r i e s  work, t h e  g r e a t e s t  needs remain oK 
Montse r ra t  and Guadeloupe, s a i d  B i l l  Damon, t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Fore ign  Miss ion Board ' s  
a s s o c i a t e  area d i r e c t o r  f o r  B r a z i l  and t h e  Caribbean. 

D i f f i c u l t y  o b t a i n i n g  b u i l d i n g  materials on t h e  i s l a n d s  h a s  slowed r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  accord ing  
t o  r e p o r t s  from m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  The i s l a n d s '  r a i n y  season  a l s o  is caus ing  soggy l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  
f o r  many peop le  whose houses  s t i l l  a r e  wi thou t  r o o f s .  

About 70 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  damaged homes on Montse r ra t  remain r o o f l e s s ,  s a i d  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  
miss ionary  John Hamil ton,  who l i v e s  on t h e  nearby i s l a n d  o f  Ant igua,  "It is  a s  i f  t h e  h u r r i c a n e  
h i t  a week a g o ,  he  s a i d .  

B e s i d e s  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  o b t a i n i n g  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  a n o t h e r  problem is  the l a c k  of  an 
adequa te  dock f o r  r e c e i v i n g  supp ly  shipments.  The dock a t  Plymouth, Montse r ra t ,  was blown away 
i n  t h e  s torm.  With a temporary,  makesh i f t  p i e r ,  "it' s t e d i o u s  and slow g e t t i n g  t h i n g s  unloaded,"  
s a i d  Hamil ton,  who i s  from D e c a t u r ,  Ala. 

I s l a n d e r s  have covered t h e i r  r o o f l e s s  houses  wi th  p l a s t i c ,  b u t  t h a t  won't  keep t h e  dampness 
out d u r i n g  r a i n y  s e a s o n ,  Hamilton exp la ined .  A f t e r  living i n  the  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  two months,  t h e  
peop le  are g e t t i n g  d e p r e s s e d ,  h e  s a i d :  "The needs  a r e  s t i l l  g r e a t  h e r e .  The people  have n o t  bee r  
a b l e  t o  r e c o v e r .  JI 

Most immediate food needs  have been met, b u t  abou t  80 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  s t i l l  d o n ' t  
have e l e c t r i c i t y ,  Hamilton s a i d .  Candles can no l o n g e r  be found i n  t h e  s t o r e s .  

Members o f  Ca lvary  B a p t i s t  Church, t h e  o n l y  B a p t i s t  church on Montse r ra t ,  are meeting i n  t h e  
c h u r c h ' s  basement. The church  b u i l d i n g  was demolished by Hugo. A l l  evening s e r v i c e s  have been 
cance led  because o f  l a c k  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y .  The Fore ign  Miss ion Board is  p lann ing  t o  send a 
g e n e r a t o r  t o  t h e  i s l a n d ,  board o f f i c i a l s  s a i d .  

About 30 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  homes on Antigua a l s o  do n o t  y e t _ h a v e  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  Hamilton s a i d .  
Phone s e r v i c e  s t i l l  i s  o u t  i s  some areas. Hamilton a l s o  works on t h e  i s l a n d s  of Nevis and S t ,  
Kitts, which h e  s a i d  have recovered  well. 

Hur r icane  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  Caribbean have been coord ina ted  by t h e  Fore ign  Miss ion Board 
and t h e  c o n v e n t i o n l s  Brotherhood Commission. 

S i n c e  Hugo b l a s t e d  t h e  Car ibbean i n  l a t e  September,  abou t  $54,000 f o r  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  and 
$5,700 f o r  hunger  needs  have been s e n t  t o  the Caribbean,  accord ing  t o  board o f f i c i a l s .  

--more-- 
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For ty -n ine  Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  have worked on v o l u n t e e r  r e l i e f  teams on t h e  i s l a n d s  where 
m i s s i o n a r i e s  work. Volun tee r s  have worked i n  c leanup  and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  on Ant igua,  Guadeloupe, 
Saba,  S t .  M a r t i n ,  S t .  Kitts and S t .  E u s t a t i u s .  Three more groups were scheduled t o  work i n  
November and December f o r  one o r  two weeks. 

On Guadeloupe i n  t h e  French West I n d i e s ,  many peop le  st i l l  a r e  s t a y i n g  i n  p u b l i c  s h e l t e r s ,  
s a i d  Judy Gary,  a  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  miss ionary  on t h e  i s l a n d .  I n  some of  t h e  most h e a v i l y  damaged 
a r e a s ,  peop le  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  t e n t s  on t h e  beach i n  wdeplorable l l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  she  s a i d .  

"What you have is  t h e  poor  peop le  who have become poorer, ' '  s a i d  Mrs. Gary. "They're t h e  
ones  who were h i t  t h e  h a r d e s t . "  

I n  a r e a s  o f  Guadeloupe s e v e r e l y  h u r t  by Hugo, up t o  h a l f  of  t h e  houses  damaged s t i l l  l a c k  
r o o f s ,  e s t i m a t e d  h e r  husband,  miss ionary  A 1  Gary. G e t t i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  is  d i f f i c u l t ,  
b u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  many homes a r e  still u n r e p a i r e d ,  he s a i d .  Many people a r e  w a i t i n g  
f o r  r e l i e f  funds  from t h e  French government i n  o r d e r  t o  begin r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

A t  l e a s t  80 p e r c e n t  of t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y  has been r e s t o r e d  on t h e  i s l a n d ,  Gary s a i d .  

Sou thern  B a p t i s t  hunger  r e l i e f  funds  have paid  f o r  food d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  some of  Guadeloupe's 
h a r d e s t - h i t  a r e a s  and on t h e  i s l a n d  of Des i rade ,  a dependency of  Guadeloupe. Food and c l o t h i n g  
s e n t  by B a p t i s t s  on t h e  French West I n d i a n  i s l a n d  o f  Mart inique a l s o  was d i s t r i b u t e d .  

Members of t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Moule, Guadeloupe, used Southern B a p t i s t  
d o n a t i o n s  t o  buy abou t  450 s a c k s  of  g r o c e r i e s  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t o  needy r e s i d e n t s .  Gary i s  p a s t o r  
of  t h e  church.  Moule, a  town j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  of  P o i n t e - a - P i t r e ,  was one o f  t h e  
most h e a v i l y  damaged a r e a s  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ,  accord ing  t o  news r e p o r t s .  

"We've gone i n t o  p l a c e s  where nobody else h a s  come o r  where peop le  have only come 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  c l o t h e s l W  s a i d  Mrs. Gary, who i s  from C l o v i s ,  N.M. Gary i s  from Lubbock, Texas.  

Enough hunger  f u n d s  remain t o  d i s t r i b u t e  more food ,  s a i d  Mrs. Gary. "But t h i s  k ind of  t h i n g  
could go on f o r  weeks because  t h e s e  people  who are w i t h o u t  homes a r e n ' t  go ing  t o  g e t  one 
m i r a c u l o u s l y  n e x t  week1l1 s h e  s a i d .  

The c h u r c h ' s  r e n t e d  b u i l d i n g  was des t royed  i n  t h e  s t o r m ,  bu t  l a n d  h a s  been purchased f o r  a 
new f a c i l i t y .  A Sou thern  B a p t i s t  v o l u n t e e r  group w i l l  h e l p  wi th  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  e a r l y  December. 

S ince  t h e  h u r r i c a n e ,  many i s l a n d e r s  have been asking q u e s t i o n s  abou t  why Hugo happened and 
what God's r o l e  was i n  t h e  d i s a s t e r ,  Gary s a i d :  "There has  been a r e a l  openness t o  t h e  g o s p e l .  
I t h i n k  a l o t  more peop le  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  l i s t e n  than  would have been before . "  

Volun tee r s  from Kentucky, M i s s i s s i p p i  and V i r g i n i a  w i l l  t r a v e l  t o  Guadeloupe Dec. 2, They 
w i l l  h e l p  c o n s t r u c t  a new b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  Evange l ica l  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Moule. A former 
miss ionary  t o  Guadeloupe, Wayne F r e d e r i c k  o f  Guntown, Miss., is  group l e a d e r .  

On S t .  M a r t i n  i n  t h e  Ne ther land  A n t i l l e s ,  v o l u n t e e r s  from I n d i a n a  and Oklahoma were t o  
a r r i v e  Nov. 17. A team from Alabama and North C a r o l i n a  w i l l  a l s o  work on t h e  i s l a n d  beginning 
Dec. 9 .  

I n  o t h e r  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  Fore ign  Mission Board sent an emergency a i r  f r e i g h t  shipment o f  
food and supplies t o  Ant igua i n  October .  That  food was d i s t r i b u t e d  on t h e  Leeward I s l a n d s .  A 
second shipment  o f  food and s u p p l i e s  i s  expected t o  be s e n t  i n  November. 

Food and money s t i l l  are needed f o r  t h e  Car ibbean,  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  r e l i e f  o f f i c i a l s  s a i d ,  
Items r e q u e s t e d  i n c l u d e  r i c e ,  beans ,  canned meat, powdered milk ,  baby food and cooking o i l  i n  
c a n s  o r  p l a s t i c  c o n t a i n e r s .  The items should be sh ipped  t o  KMA E n t e r p r i s e s ,  Napoleon and R i v e r  
B u i l d i n g ,  J-Cube 9 ,  New O r l e a n s ,  La. 70175. Donat ions  shou ld  be des igna ted  f o r  Fore ign  Miss ion 
Board/Brotherhood Disaster R e l i e f  f o r  Antigua/Guadeloupe. 

F i n a n c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  shou ld  be s e n t  t o t h e  Fore ign  Mission Board, P.O. Box 6767, 
Richmond, Va. 23230. Checks s h o u l d  be d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  r e l i e f  fund f o r  Hur r icane  Hugo 
v i c t i m s ,  o f f i c i a l s  s a i d .  

--30-- 
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Telephone m i n i s t r y  o f f e r s  
encouragement I n  Colombia BY ~ r t  Toa la ton  I= Ffl6 

C A L I ,  Colombia (BPI--In two o f  Colombia's  most t roub led  c i t i e s ,  Cali  and Mede l l in ,  "a vo ice  
of encouragementv named te leamigo  i s  being c a l l e d  upon 2 m i l l i o n  times a y e a r ,  

The t e l e p h o n e  m i n i s t r y ,  sponsored by Cali-based B a p t i s t  Communications, o f f e r s  60-second 
t aped  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  messages as well as persona l  counse l ing .  It r e c e i v e s  up t o  80 ,000  c a l l s  a  
month I n  C a l i  and up t o  100,000 a month i n  Medel l in ,  r e p o r t e d  John Magyar, t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  
miss ionary  from S t .  L o u i s ,  Mo,, who d i r e c t s  B a p t i s t  Communications. 

Two f u l l - t i m e  c o u n s e l o r s  i n  C a l i  and one i n  Medel l in  handle  more t h a n  10,000 c a l l s  a  y e a r ,  
Magyar added. I n  Cali  a team o f  20 B a p t i s t  v o l u n t e e r s  a l s o  h a s  been assembled and t r a i n e d  f o r  
c o n t a c t i n g  c a l l e r s  open t o  p e r s o n a l  v i s i t s ,  and t h e  same i s  planned i n  Medel l in .  

Teleamigo -- a name f u s i n g  t h e  Span i sh  words f o r  " te lephonev and " f r i e n d "  -- was s t a r t e d  i n  
C a l i  i n  1978 and i n  Mede l l in  i n  1986 and i s  planned f o r  Bogota and B a r r a n q u i l l a  "when we have thc  
funds t o  do it , ' '  Magyar s a i d .  Once te leamigo is  i n  p l a c e  i n  a l l  f o u r  c i t i e s ,  t h e  m i n i s t r y  
e x p e c t s  t o  h a n d l e  some 5 m i l l i o n  c a l l s  a y e a r .  

C i t i z e n s  i n  t h e  f o u r  c i t i e s ,  who account  f o r  n e a r l y  h a l f  of  Colombia's  32 m i l l i o n  p e o p l e ,  
have f e l t  under  s i e g e  s i n c e  August,  when t h e  government began i t s  crackdown on t h e  n a t i o n ' s  drug 
Lords ,  Some 200 r e t a l i a t o r y  bombings have been p e r p e t r a t e d  by d rug  gangs ,  k i l l i n g  dozens  o f  
b y s t a n d e r s .  I n  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  d r u g - r e l a t e d  v i o l e n c e  h a s  claimed t h e  l i v e s  of  more t h a n  
1 ,500 Colombian pol icemen,  judges  and j o u r n a l i s t s .  

B a p t i s t s  a l s o  p l a n  t o  l aunch  te leamigo o p e r a t i o n s  i n  Caracas, Venezuela;  S a n t i a g o ,  C h i l e ;  
and S a n t a  Cruz ,  B o l i v i a ,  Magyar noted.  

The 24-hour-a-day, year-round t e lephone  m i n i s t r y  h a s  come t o  be known by t h e  s l o g a n  "a voic. 
of encouragement." It s e e k s  t o  p rov ide  "an u p l i f t i n g ,  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  o r  human-interes t  message t: 
a l l  c a l l e r s , "  s a i d  Magyar. 

A t  t h e  end o f  t h e  t aped  message, a n o t h e r  number is  mentioned i f  c a l l e r s  want p e r s o n a l  
counse l ing .  Workers s t a f f  t h e  counse l ing  l i n e s  from 8 a.m. t o  6 p.m. each weekday excep t  
h o l i d a y s .  

TeLeamigo messages  aim a t  r e a c h i n g  people  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of s o c i e t y ,  Magyar e x p l a i n e d .  "We 
s e e k  t o  touch  peop le  a t  t h e  p o i n t  of t h e i r  f e l t  need." 

A te lephone-based m i n i s t r y ,  h e  s a i d ,  can h e l p  ca l le rs  i n  l a r g e  urban c e n t e r s  f e e l  they  have 
found a new p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d ,  e x p l a i n i n g ,  llIt can h e l p  a  person t o  know t h a t  he o r  she  r e a l l y  is  
'one i n  a  m i l l i o n .  

Local  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  and newspapers have t aken  n o t i c e  o f  t e l eamigo  and 
v o l u n t a r i l y  s u p p o r t  i t ,  Magyar r e p o r t e d .  

One r a d i o  s t a t i o n  i n  C a l i  and one i n  Medel l in  c u r r e n t l y  c a l l  te leamigo t o  pu t  each d a y ' s  
message on t h e  a i r  l i v e .  S e v e r a l  o t h e r  s t a t i o n s  i n  Cali have done t h e  same i n  t h e  p a s t .  "Local 
r a d i o  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l  t h e  counse lo rs  t o  i n t e r v i e w  them l i v e  i n  t a l k  shows," s a i d  
t h e  m i s s i o n a r y .  And s e v e r a l  newspapers and a Medel l in  TV s t a t i o n  have done f e a t u r e s  on t h e  
m i n i s t r y .  I t  h a s  r e c e i v e d ,  a t  no c o s t ,  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  thousands of d o l l a r s  worth o f  
p u b l i c i t y ,  he n o t e d .  

Teleamigo a l s o  h a s  been p u b l i c i z e d  through bus iness - s ize  c a r d s  t h a t  B a p t i s t s  d i s t r i b u t e  and 
through word o f  mouth. The c a r d s  g i v e  t h e  phone number and simply n o t e  t h a t  t e l eamigo  is  "a 
v o i c e  o f  encouragement -- day and n i g h t . "  

The c o u n s e l o r s  have d e a l t  w i t h  a n  array of problems, such  as fami ly  s t r i f e ,  a l c o h o l  abuse ,  
a b o r t i o n  and s u i c i d e .  "When t h e  t e lephones  r i n g , "  Magyar sa id , . - " the  c o u n s e l o r s  never  know q u i t e  
what to expect.lq 

Two t e l e a m i g o  workers ,  F r a n k l i n  and J u l i a  V i l l e g a s ,  became C h r i s t i a n s  a f t e r  c a l l i n g  
t h e  m i n i s t r y  i n  1982. They became aware of it whi le  p a i n t i n g  t h e  i n s i d e  o f  t h e i r  house,  n o t i c i n  
a f e a t u r e  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  t h e  m i n i s t r y  a f ter  cover ing  t h e  f l o o r s  w i t h  newspapers. They c a l l e d  t h e  
number, l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  message, t h e n  c a l l e d  t h e  second number f o r  counse l ing .  V i l l e g a s  had bee 
s t r u g g l i n g  t o  overcome problems w i t h  a l c o h o l .  

--more-- 
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The couple made professions of faith in Christ during a session with teleamigo worker Ana 
Maria Plata, who had been a nun for 23 years when she heard a Baptist radio program and later 
became a Baptist in the mid-1970s. 

Teleamigo has played a part in the baptisms of hundreds of people in Baptist or other 
evangelical churches in Cali and Medellin, Magyar said, Many more have visited Baptist churches 
or home Bible study groups. One convert, Luis Alberto Ramos, now is co-pastor of a Baptist 
church in Cali, while several others have risen to leadership positions in their congregations. 

--30 -- 

D.C. Baptist convention 
adopts fairness covenant 

Baptist Press 
11/15/89 

WASHINGTON (BPI--The District of Columbia Baptist Convention has adopted a "fairness 
covenantw that provides guidelines for individuals appointed or elected to positions in the local 
convention, the Southern Baptist Convention and the American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A. 

Delegates overwhelmingly approved the measure during the convention's annual meeting Nov. 5- 
10 at Clifton Park Baptist Church in Silver Spring, Md. 

According to the fairness covenant's introduction, its guidelines express an "understanding 
of what seems equitable in balancing participation and in promoting goodwill and cooperstion 
among the churches and members that constitute the D.C. Baptist Convention. The spirit of this 
convenant is not to provide for any means of enforcing this understanding but rather to enhance E 

greater sense of fairness, trust and communication in the D.C. Baptist Convention." 

The covenant calls upon DCBC churches and members to comply voluntarily with the following 
guidelines: 

-- No church should have more than two people serving on the boards or committees of either 
the SBC or ABC at one time. No church should have more than one person serving on any single 
committee of the DCBC. 

-- No person should serve on more than one board or committee -- other than ad hoc 
committees -- of the SBC or ABC at the same time. 

-- No member of an immediate family should succeed another member of that family on a 
national committee or board within the space of less than two terms. 

-- No two members of an immediate family should serve simultaneously on the boards or 
committees of either the SBC or ABC. 

-- Active involvement in the meetings, work and fellowship of the DBCB and/or its member 
churches should be a prerequisite to election or appointment to service with either the SBC or 
ABC. 

-- A person who has served on one of the national boards should not be named to serve on 
another national board until a minimum of three years has elapsed. A person who has served on 
the SBC Committee on Committees or Committee on Nominations or the ABC Nominating Committee 
should not be named to serve again on any of those committees for a minimum of seven years. 

-- Members named to the SBC Committee on Committees or elected to the SBC Committee on 
Nominations or ABC Nominating Committee and the officers of the DBCB should confer prior to the 
selection of nominees to serve on denominational committees and boards. 

-- Members named to the SBC Committee on Committtees or elected to the SBC Committee on 
Nominations or ABC Nominating Committee should seek to be sensitive to the diversity of the DCBC 
in making recommendations to their committees. 

The committee that drafted the covenant was appointed to address "the crisis in the Southern 
Baptist Convention and the relationship between the District of Columbia Baptist Convention and 
the SBC." Citing the conventionls dual alignment with the SBC and the ABC, the committee said it 
decided also to address the convention's relationship with the ABC. 

--more-- 
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llOur g o a l  i s  t o  produce a b l u e p r i n t  t h a t  w i l l  enhance t h e  i n t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of t h e  
D.C. B a p t i s t  Convent ion and i ts  member congrega t ions  and t h e  e x t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  
Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Convent ion and t h e  American B a p t i s t  Churches,  U.S.A.," t h e  committee s a i d  i n  a 
w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t .  

The committee -- which d e s c r i b e d  i t s e l f  as " i n t e n t i o n a l l y  and d e l i b e r a t e l y  made a s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and as  i n c l u s i v e  o f  a l l  segments of  t h e  DCBC as p o s s i b l e t t - - -  s a i d  i t  recommended 
t h e  f a i r n e s s  covenant  s o  t h e  DCBC "might know i ts  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and e s t a b l i s h  bonds of t r u s t  
and communication w i t h  them; a n d ,  second ly ,  t h a t  t h e s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  might be i n  a p o s i t i o n  t c  
h e a r  t h e  concerns  o f  t h e  conven t ion  a t  l a r g e  r a t h e r  than  those  o f  a more l i m i t e d  c o n s t i t u e n c y . "  

Members of t h e  committee were chairman Donnell H a r r i s ,  p a s t o r  of  Montgomery H i l l s  B a p t i s t  
Church, S i l v e r  S p r i n g ;  Caro l  B l y t h e ,  l ayperson  from Calvary B a p t i s t  Church, Washington; Gary E. 
Crum, l a y p e r s o n  from Georgetown B a p t i s t  Church, Washington; D a l l a s  P u l l i a m ,  p a s t o r  of Greenbe l t  
B a p t i s t  Church, G r e e n b e l t ,  Md.; Howard Rober ts ,  p a s t o r  o f  Broadview B a p t i s t  Church, Temple Hills,  
Md,; and Norman T a y l o r ,  l a y p e r s o n  from F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, S i l v e r  S p r i n g ,  Serv ing  a s  ex  
o f f i c i o  members were J e a n e t t e  H o l t ,  DCBC p r e s i d e n t ,  and James Langley,  DCBC e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r .  

Copies o f  t h e  covenant  a r e  t o  be s e n t  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  SBC and t h e  ABC, as w e l l  a s  
t h e  chairmen o f  t h e  SBC Committee on Committees and Committee on Nominations and t h e  ABC 
Nominating Committee, H o l t  s a i d .  

I n  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  d e l e g a t e s  adop ted  a r e p o r t  from a t a s k  f o r c e  on f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h -  
DCBC. The t a s k  f o r c e  recommended t h a t  each church w i t h i n  t h e  conven t ion  c o n t r i b u t e  a t  l e a s t  1 
p e r c e n t  of i t s  undes igna ted  budget  t o  t h e  DCBC and t h a t  churches  a l r e a d y  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  
conven t ion  be asked  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h a t  s u p p o r t  by a t  l e a s t  1 pe rcen t .  

D e l e g a t e s  g r a n t e d  conven t ion  membership t o  t h r e e  churches  b u t  p laced  a f o u r t h  congrega t ion  - 
whose p a s t o r ,  W a l t e r  Tomme, is a member o f  t h e  SBC Execut ive  Committee -- on p r o v i s i o n a l  s t a t u s  
f o r  one y e a r .  

The c o n v e n t i o n ' s  church  a p p l i c a t i o n s  committee recommended p r o v i s i o n a l  s t a t u s  f o r  Tysons 
Community Church because " t h e  church  is  very  young ... i ts  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  j u s t  now e v o l v i n g  and ... i t  is  n o t  clear whether i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  
are  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  b a p t i s t i c  p r a c t i c e . "  I n  t h e  conven t ion ' s  book of r e p o r t s ,  t h e  
c o n g r e g a t i o n  was d e s c r i b e d  as  a n  "e lde r - run  church w i t h  t h e  e l d e r s  appo in ted  by t h e  pas to r . "  

De lega tes  .approved a 1990 Convention budget of  $1,284,720, which i s  an i n c r e a s e  over  t h e  
1989 budget .  

They a l s o  e l e c t e d  Donnel l  H a r r i s  a s  convent ion p r e s i d e n t  and Aldon N i e l s e n ,  a l a y p e r s o n  f r c .  
Washington 's  Ca lvary  B a p t i s t  Church, as vice p r e s i d e n t .  

The c o n v e n t i o n l s  n e x t  annua l  meet ing w i l l  be h e l d  Nov. 8-9, 1990, a t  Montgomery Hills 
B a p t i s t  Church i n  S i l v e r  S p r i n g .  

--30-- 

B a p t i s t  s p i r i t u a l i t y  born  i n  e x i l e ,  
Sou thern  Seminary p r o f e s s o r  s a y s  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
11/15/89 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--A r a d i c a l  f a i t h  stemming from "a spirituality born i n  exi le1!  s t a n d s  
a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  h e r i t a g e ,  a Southern B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Seminary p r o f e s s o r  s a i d  i n  
a c h a p e l  a d d r e s s  a t  Southwes te rn  B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Seminary. 

" S p i r i t u a l i t y  i s  n o t  a n  end i n  i t s e l f ;  i t  i s  t h e  means whereby human b e i n g s  e x p e r i e n c e  f a i t  
i n  C h r i s t ,  u n i t e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  worship  and m i n i s t r y ,  and relate  t o  l i f e  i n  t h e  world,l t  B i l l  
Leonard, p r o f e s s o r  of  church  h i s t o r y  s a i d  i n  an a d d r e s s  t i t l e d  " B a p t i s t s  and S p i r i t u a l i t y :  A 
Radica l  F a i t h  . 

The B a p t i s t s  i n  e a r l y  America unders tood t h i s  concept  of s p i r i t u a l i t y  well, Leonard s a i d .  
His a d d r e s s  was sponsored by t h e  Theo log ica l  Fe l lowsh ip  a t  Southwestern i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas,  an 
is p a r t  of t h e  g r o u p ' s  annua l  l e c t u r e  series. 

--more-- 
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"They were e x i l e s ,  t h o s e  f i r s t  B a p t i s t s  i n  t h e  New World, t h e  scourge  of C h r i s t i a n  America," 
Leonard s a i d ,  add ing  t h e i r  p l i g h t  was p e r s o n i f i e d  by one o f  t h e i r  b e s t  known l e a d e r s ,  Roger 
Wil l iams.  Considered a r e l i g i o u s  r a d i c a l  and h e r e t i c  by t h e  P u r i t a n  l e a d e r s  o f  Massachuse t t s ,  
Wil l iams was thrown o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  1636 and banished t o  t h e  "howling wi lde rness"  of  New 
England. Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  h e  had founded t h e  c i t y  o f  P rov idence ,  R . I . ,  and e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  
B a p t i s t  church i n  America. 

"It was a  co lony ,  a c h u r c h ,  a s p i r i t u a l i t y  born i n  e x i l e , "  Leonard s a i d ,  add ing  t h a t  
Wil l iams1 b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l  government had no a u t h o r i t y  over  r e l i g i o n  o r  churches  was, a t  t h e  
t i m e ,  "a r a d i c a l  s h i f t  i n  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  th ink ing . "  

S t i l l ,  Leonard s a i d ,  e a r l y  B a p t i s t  f a i t h  was "not  s o  much a  f a i t h  f o r  r a d i c a l s  a s  i t  was a 
r a d i c a l  f a i t h  -- a  f a i t h  s o  d a r i n g  t h a t  even t h e y  d i d  n o t  f u l l y  comprehend where i t  would t ake  
them, a v i s i o n  which we have  n o t  y e t  f u l f i l l e d  i n  a l l  i t s  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  a  s p i r i t u a l i t y  a t  i t s  
b e s t  i n  e x i l e  ." 

B a p t i s t  i d e a l s  o f  such  o r i g i n a l  s p i r i t u a l i t y  "began w i t h  Holy S c r i p t u r e , "  Leonard s a i d ,  
add ing  t h a t  B a p t i s t s  a lways have cons ide red  themselves  "people of  t h e  book, bound t o  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  B i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  d o c t r i n e  and p r a c t i c e . "  The " r a d i c a l  a c t N  o f  convers ion  a l s o  
had s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a s  " t h e  foundat ion o f  B a p t i s t  unders tand ing  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y  f o r  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  church  and t h e  world,11 he sa id .  

D e s p i t e  i t s  s u c c e s s e s ,  B a p t i s t  s p i r i t u a l i t y  h a s  n o t  been wi thou t  i t s  b l i n d  s p o t s ,  s a i d  
Leonard,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  church  h i s t o r y  a t  Southern Seminary i n  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky. 

"One of  t h e  g r e a t  i r o n i e s  o f  American h i s t o r y  is t h a t  many o f  t h e  same V i r g i n i a  B a p t i s t s  who 
went t o  j a i l  over  t h e  freedom o f  r e l i g i o n  a l s o  owned s l a v e s , "  he s a i d .  RThe same people  who 
demanded a b s o l u t e  r e l i g i o u s  freedom began t o  q u a l i f y  t h e  freedom o f  human beings." 

Giving a more contemporary example,  Leonard c i t e d  a chape l  s e r v i c e  a t  Sou thern  Seminary i n  
1961 l e d  by c i v i l  r i g h t s  l e a d e r  Mar t in  Luther  King Jr. 

"So g r e a t  was t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  t h a t  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  seminary t r u s t e e s  voted t o  e x p r e s s  
r e g r e t  f o r  t h e  o f f e n s e  caused by t h e  v i s i t  of Rev. King t o  t h e  campus o f  t h e  seminary,"  Leonard 
s a i d .  "Some c r i t i c s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  seminary l o s t  a q u a r t e r  o f  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  d o n a t i o n s  
because of  t h e  v i s i t .  Today we s a y  i t  was money well spent.,I 

B a p t i s t s  today can  l e a r n  a l e s s o n  from t h e s e  p a s t  mis takes  -- beware of t h e  m a j o r i t y  and 
t u r n  l o o s e  t h e  g o s p e l ,  Leonard s a i d .  

" B a p t i s t  s p i r i t u a l i t y  has of  t e n  found i t s e l f  a t  odds wi th  m a j o r i t y  r e l i g i o n ,  f o r  sometimes 
m a j o r i t y  r e l i g i o n  h a s  come o u t  on t h e  backside o f  g r a c e , "  he  s a i d .  

B a p t i s t s  today must t a k e  a chance and t u r n  l o o s e  t h e  g o s p e l ,  t h e  good news of  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  
he n o t e d ,  a d d i n g ,  "Who knows where it  w i l l  t a k e  u s ,  f o r  i t  is  more r a d i c a l  t h a n  any o f  us  w i l l  
e v e r  unders tand .  l1 

--3o-- 

Drug Czar B e n n e t t  v i s i t s  
i n n e r - c i t y  Dallas church 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Ken Camp 11/15/89 

DALLAS (BPI--"Drug Czarn W i l l i a m  Benne t t  r e c e n t l y  v i s i t e d  s o u t h  Dallas t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  an i n n e r - c i t y  Texas B a p t i s t  church was mobi l i z ing  i ts  neighborhood t o  wage war on 
d rugs .  

B e n n e t t ,  n a t i o n a l  d r u g  c o n t r o l  p o l i c y  d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  Bush a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  v i s i t e d  
Corners tone  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Dallas Nov. 8 t o  t a l k  w i t h  P a s t o r  C h r i s  Simmons and o t h e r  community 
l e a d e r s .  

"He acknowledged t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  ( o f  combat t ing drug abuse)  i s  a m o r a l  issue and t h a t  t h e r e  
a r e  economic reasons people  i n  o u r  community are s e l l i n g  d rugs .  T h e r e ' s  no way a l e g i t i m a t e  
c o r p o r a t i o n  c a n  pay what t h e  d rug  d e a l e r s  pay them, ,  Simmons s a i d .  

"He a l s o  agreed  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  we are i n v o l v i n g  t h e  young men of our  community i n  
t h e  war on drugs." 

--more-- 
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S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  B e n n e t t  a f f i r m e d  t h e  work o f  Corners tone Men's Academy, a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  
m i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  church  t o  h e l p  unemployed, undereducated young men e a r n  h igh  schoo l  equ iva lency  
diplomas.  U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  church hopes t o  provide s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o  community c o l l e g e s  f o r  men i n  
t h e  academy. 

CoIIImunity involvement  i s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  miss ion  and m i n i s t r y  o f  Corners tone ,  an autonomous 
c o n g r e g a t i o n  t h a t  r e c e i v e s  miss ion- type f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  and persona l  a s s i s t a n c e  by v o l u n t e e r s  
from about  a dozen D a l l a s  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  churches .  

C o r n e r s t o n e ' s  involvement  i n  neighborhood m i n i s t r y  was most c l e a r l y  seen  i n  t h e  "Conmunity 
F e s t "  i t  i n i t i a t e d  i n  September.  The weekend c e l e b r a t i o n  involved t h e  D a l l a s  P o l i c e  Department,  
t h e  Department o f  P u b l i c  Hea l th  and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  a g e n c i e s .  

"We, a s  a c h u r c h ,  d i d n ' t  want t o  sit i d l y  by,'' Simmons s a i d .  "We wanted t o  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  
t h e  church ,  t h e  community and t h e  v a r i o u s  c i t y  s e r v i c e s  t o  demonstra te  how by working i n  
c o o p e r a t i o n ,  we can  overcome t h e  problems conf ron t ing  u s , "  

"Honest ly ,  t h e  i d e a  came t o  me w h i l e  I was p ick ing  up t r a s h  on t h e  church lawn. I j u s t  
t h o u g h t ,  'We need t o  do something f o r  t h i s  community.'" 

I n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  D a l l a s  P o l i c e  Department, Corners tone sought  t h e  involvement of  
o t h e r  Texas B a p t i s t s  i n  t h e  community f e s t i v a l ,  

V o l u n t e e r s  from F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Richardson a s s i s t e d  i n  p lann ing  and o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
and Casa View B a p t i s t  Church i n  Dallas helped t o  provide t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  A s i n g l e - a d u l t  group 
from V a l l e y  Ranch B a p t i s t  Church i n  I r v i n g  and youth from F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Queen C i t y ,  
n e a r  Texarkana,  a l s o  a s s i s t e d .  

I n i t i a l l y ,  Simmons and o t h e r s  who planned t h e  weekend e v e n t  hoped t o  i n v o l v e  300 l o c a l  
r e s i d e n t s .  More t h a n  700 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  phases  o f  t h e  a n t i - d r u g ,  pro-community 
f e s t i v a l .  

Even t s  i n c l u d e d  a c a r n i v a l  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  performances by C h r i s t i a n  mus ic ians ,  a  job f a i r ,  
neighborhood clean-up e f f o r t s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  t o  t a l k  p e r s o n a l l y  w i t h  p o l i c e  
o f f i c e r s .  

"Foot p a t r o l  o f f i c e r s  went around meeting r e s i d e n t s  w i t h i n  a  10-block a r e a  around t h e  
c h u r c h , "  Simmons s a i d .  

Although he m i n i s t e r s  i n  a neighborhood plagued w i t h  pover ty  and d e v a s t a t e d  by d r u g s ,  
Simmons m a i n t a i n s  hope t h a t  h i s  congrega t ion  can make a d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h o s e  around them. 

"Our message t o  t h e  community i s  t h a t  we a r e  h e r e ,  and we a r e  concerned about  you," he  s a i d .  
--30-- 

A u s t r a l i a n  p r o f e s s o r  g i v e s  F- CO B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
a c c e n t  t o  world e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  By Chip Alford ( ~ 4 3 ~ s )  11/15/89 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--Tony C u p i t 1 s  commitment t o  world e v a n g e l i z a t i o n s  is as  easy  t o  
d e t e c t  as h i s  A u s t r a l i a n  a c c e n t .  

C u p i t ,  a n  A u s t r a l i a n  B a p t i s t  l e a d e r  and n a t i o n a l  g u e s t  p r o f e s s o r  o f  miss ions  a t  Southwester!  
B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary,  i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas,  w i l l  be invo lved  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of  B a p t i s t  
evangel ism s t r a t e g i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  10 y e a r s .  He i s  t o  become d i r e c t o r  o f  evangelism and 
e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t  World A l l i a n c e  fo l lowing  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  World Congress n e x t  August 
i n  S e o u l ,  South Korea. 

"One m i s s i o l o g i s t  h a s  s a i d  t h e  l a s t  decade of t h e  c e n t u r y  h a s  sor t  o f  a m o t i v a t i o n ,  a 
p r o p u l s i o n  abou t  i t ,  s o  t h a t  i n i t i a t i v e s  t aken  i n  t h a t  Last decade of the c e n t u r y  s p r e a d  t h e i r  
i n f l u e n c e  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  c e n t u r y , "  s a i d  Cupi t .  llAnd w i t h  t h e  19903, we ' re  look ing  a t  t h e  
las t  decade o f  a mil lenium.  I n i t i a t i v e s  t aken  i n  t h i s  las t  decade could have an impact on world 
e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  t h a t  we j u s t  c a n ' t  even begin t o  imagine.  

--more-- 
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"One o f  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i l l  be t o  s e e k  t o  encourage B a p t i s t  conven t ions ,  un ions  and 
churches  around t h e  world t o  s e e  t h e  y e a r  2000 a s  a  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d a t e  i n  terms o f  world 
e v a n g e l i z a t i o n .  L ike  Bold Miss ion Thrus t  o f  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Convent ion,  s o  i n  A u s t r a l i a  we 
have C r o s s  Over A u s t r a l i a ,  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  make s u r e  every  A u s t r a l i a n  h a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  respond 
t o  t h e  gospel. i n  a n  a u t h e n t i c  and meaningful way by t h e  y e a r  2000. 1 hope t o  b r i n g  t h a t  same 
m o t i v a t i o n  t o  B a p t i s t s  around t h e  wor1d.I' 

A n a t i v e  o f  Sydney, A u s t r a l i a ' s  l a r g e s t  c i t y ,  Cupi t  d e s c r i b e s  h i m s e l f  a s  a  t h i r d - g e n e r a t i o n  
A u s t r a l i a n  B a p t i s t .  He accep ted  C h r i s t  a t  age 14 a t  a B a p t i s t  boys'  c l u b  meet ing a t  Haber f i e ld  
B a p t i s t  Church i n  Sydney. H i s  f i rs t  p a s t o r  was John Drakeford,  e m e r i t u s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p r o f e s s o r  
of psychology and c o u n s e l i n g ,  a t  Southwestern.  

Cupi t  f e l t  t h e  c a l l  t o  C h r i s t i a n  s e r v i c e  whi le  working f o r  an o i l  company f o l l o w i n g  h igh  
s c h o o l  g r a d u a t i o n ,  He q u i t  h i s  job  and e n r o l l e d  a t  B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Col lege  of  New South 
Wales, where he ea rned  a diploma i n  1963. He later  ea rned  a b a c h e l o r  of  d i v i n i t y  from London 
U n i v e r s i t y  and a  master o f  theo logy  from Melbourne Col lege  of  D i v i n i t y .  

During h i s  c o l l e g i a t e  t r a i n i n g ,  Cupi t  f e l t  l e d  i n t o  t o  overseas  miss ions .  I n  1963, he  
marr ied Margaret  Norga te ,  whose p a r e n t s  were m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  China.  Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  couple  
l e f t  f o r  Papua, New Guinea,  a s  m i s s i o n a r i e s  f o r  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  B a p t i s t  Miss ionary S o c i e t y .  Cupi t  
worked f o r  seven  y e a r s  a s  a  f i e l d  l i n g u i s t ,  t e a c h i n g  m i s s i o n a r i e s  t h e  language and t r a n s l a t i n g  
t h e  New Testament  i n t o  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  language o f  Kyaka Enga. 

He r e t u r n e d  t o  A u s t r a l i a  i n  1972 a s  t h e  f i r s t  overseas  s e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  B a p t i s t  
Miss ionary S o c i e t y .  C u p i t  assumed h i s  c u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n ,  g e n e r a l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of t h e  Baptist  
Union o f  V i c t o r i a ,  i n  1978. V i c t o r i a  i s  t h e  second- la rges t  of  A u s t r a l i a ' s  s i x  s t a t e s  and 
c o n t a i n s  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  s e c o n d - l a r g e s t  c i t y ,  Melbourne. 

" A u s t r a l i a n  B a p t i s t s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  New Zealand B a p t i s t s ,  send more m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  t h e  f o r e i g c  
miss ion  f i e l d  p e r  c a p i t a  t h a n  any o t h e r  coun t ry  i n  t h e  world," Cupi t  s a i d .  A u s t r a l i a n  B a p t i s t s  
a l s o  g i v e  t h e  most p e r  c a p i t a  f o r  o v e r s e a s  a id  through B a p t i s t  c h a n n e l s ,  he  s a i d .  

But s u c c e s s  i n  home m i s s i o n s  h a s  been more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  A u s t r a l i a n s ,  Cupi t  s a i d :  "We've 
h idden  behind t h e  myth, which h a s  some j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  A u s t r a l i a n s  a r e  t h e  most 
s e c u l a r  peop le  i n  a l l  t h e  world .  And because o f  t h a t  b e l i e f ,  we have tended n o t  t o  p roc la im our  
f a i t h  w i t h  t h e  a g g r e s s i o n  t h a t  Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  p roc la im it. 

"We d i d n ' t  come w i t h  p i l g r i m  f a t h e r s .  We d o n ' t  have ' I n  God We T r u s t 1  on our  co ins . "  

But A u s t r a l i a n  B a p t i s t s  a r e  beg inn ing  t o  make t h e i r  presence known a t  home, Cupi t  s a i d ,  
add ing  t h e  Aussiesl r e c e n t  p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  Texas B a p t i s t s  provided them wi th  a much-needed s h o t  
i n  t h e  arm. 

"The p a r t n e r s h i p  t h a t  we've had wi th  Texas B a p t i s t s  has  been v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  f t h i n k ,  i n  
h e l p i n g  A u s t r a l i a n  B a p t i s t s  t o  overcome t h e i r  i n h i b i t i o n s  about  evangel ism,"  h e  sa id .  "We've 
l e a r n e d  t h a t  A u s t r a l i a n s  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  g o s p e l ,  more than  we were perhaps  p repared  t o  
concede. We are pray ing  t h a t  Cross  Over A u s t r a l i a  and o t h e r  e v a n g e l i s t i c  e f f o r t s  w i l l  have a 
g r e a t  impact  on o u r  c o u n t r y  f o r  C h r i s t . "  

Cupi t  i s  e n j o y i n g  h i s  t e a c h i n g  s t i n t  a t  Sou thwes te rn ,  he  s a i d ,  add ing  t h e  seminary h a s  had z 
very  p o s i t i v e  impact  on h i s  l i f e :  "The t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  impressed me most abou t  Southwestern i s  
t h e  b a l a n c e  between academic i n t e g r i t y  and evangel ism and d e v o t i o n a l  l i f e .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  
marvelous t o  see men who are deep ly  s t e e p e d  i n  academic r e s e a r c h  who are a l s o  p reach ing  a Very 
p o s i t i v e  g o s p e l  o f  ~ a l v a t i o n . ~  
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