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B a p t i s t  Men s e r v e  150,000 meals  
i n  f i r s t  week of Hugo m i n i s t r y  By Joe  Westbury 

CHARLESTON, S.C. (Bp)--Members o f  t h e  Bapt is t  Men o r g a n i z a t i o n  s e r v e d  150,000 meals  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  week f o l l o w i n g  Hur r icane  Hugo and a r e  n e a r i n g  s e r v i c e  c a p a c i t y  f o r  t h e  13 feed ing  u n i t s .  

George B u l l a r d ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n s  d i v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  South C a r o l i n a  B a p t i s t  Convention, 
s a i d  t h e  d i s a s t e r  r e s p o n s e  u n i t s  are s e r v i n g  35,000 h o t  meals a day and w i l l  r each  c a p a c i t y  a s  
they  n e a r  40,000 meals.  

B u l l a r d ,  whose d i v i s i o n  s u p e r v i s e s  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Brot'nerhood work i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  s a i d  
N a t i o n a l  Guard and o t h e r  emergency personne l  c o n t i n u e  t o  l o c a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  i s o l a t e d  a r e a s  who 
need food and o t h e r  s u p p l i e s .  

"We thought  t h e  needs  would s t a r t  t o  s u b s i d e  by now b u t  they  h a v e n ' t , "  B u l l a r d  s a i d  a  week 
a f t e r  Hugo ravaged h i s  s t a t e .  l tTheytre a c t u a l l y  s t a r t i n g  t o  grow a s  we d i s c o v e r  a d d i t i o n a l  
p o c k e t s  o f  peop le  who have  been n e a r  s t a r v i n g  when they were found." 

The N a t i o n a l  Guard l o c a t e d  peop le  S e p t .  28 i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  n e a r  Macedonia, 40 m i l e s  n o r t h  
of C h a r l e s t o n ,  who had been s t r a n d e d  by t h e  s to rm and had no food s u p p l i e s .  

"An e l d e r l y  c o u p l e  was found t rapped  i n s i d e  t h e i r  mobile home by f a l l e n  t r e e s ,  and a n o t h e r  
woman had been pinned i n  h e r  b a t h t u b  f o r  s i x  days  because o f  f a l l e n  t imber .  Another women was 
found Wednesday, f i v e  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  s to rm,  who had surv ived  on h a l f  a l o a f  o f  bread, , '  h e  said. 

About 20,000 o f  each  d a y ' s  35,000 meals a r e  be ing  provided t o  " t h e  f o r g o t t e n  r u r a l  a r e a s  
away from C h a r l e ~ t o n , ~ ~  B u l l a r d  s a i d .  "Some o f  t h e s e  areas were h i t  worse t h a n  t h e  c i t y  b u t  have 
been n e g l e c t e d  by t h e  media.'' 

A few o f  t h e  f e e d i n g  u n i t s  a r e  expected t o  remain f o r  a s  long  a s  t h r e e  weeks, b u t  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  w i l l  beg in  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  s t a t e s  e a r l i e r ,  he  added. 

--3o-- 

Hugo b r i n g s  s t o r i e s  o f  
h e r o e s ,  h e a r t a c h e  i n  S.C. 

F , /-/I*\D B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Mark Wingfield 9/29/89 

CHARLESTON, S.C. (BP)--Stor ies  o f  h e r o e s  and h e a r t a c h e  s u r f a c e d  a l l  a l o n g  t h e  South C a r o l i n a  
c o a s t  a s  t h e  w a t e r s  o f  Hur r icane  Hugo subs ided .  

Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  were among t h e  h e r o e s  because of  a quick response  by members o f  t h e  
B a p t i s t  Men o r g a n i z a t i o n  from 11  s t a t e s  who began a r r i v i n g  t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  h u r r i c a n e  h i t  t o  
s e r v e  h o t  meals  and t o  c l e a r  d e b r i s .  

But t h e  peop le  t h e y  met u s u a l l y  b o r e  t h e  hear tache .  They came t o  t h e  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  
c e n t e r s  on f o o t ,  r i d i n g  b i c y c l e s ,  d r i v i n g  yellow taxis and s i l v e r  Mercedes. And a lmos t  every one 
had a s t o r y  t o  t e l l .  

C h a r l i e  D u t a r t  was t rapped  on t h e  r o o f  o f  a school  b u i l d i n g  f o r  f o u r  h o u r s  d u r i n g  t h e  
s torm.  He and two o t h e r  men climbed through a  broken window i n  s e a r c h  o f  h i g h e r  ground dur ing  
t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  s t o r m  i n  M c C l e l l a n v i l l e ,  a small shrimping town 30 miles n o r t h  o f  Char les ton .  

--more-- 
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Once on t h e  r o o f ,  t h e  t h r e e  were t r apped  by h i g h  w b d s  and r i s i n g  wa te r s .  The s e v e r a l  
hundred p e o p l e  r emain ing  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  c a f e t e r i a  s tood  on c h a i r s  and h e l d  b a b i e s  h i g h  i n  t h e i r  
arms t o  keep t h e i r  h e a d s  above f i v e  f e e t  o f  water .  

M c C l e l l a n v i l l e  was among t h e  areas h i t  h a r d e s t  by Hugo. A 17-foot  s u r g e  o f  water f looded  
most homes w i t h  muddy s i l t ,  c a u s i n g  a  f i s h y  s t e n c h  t o  l i n g e r  over  t h e  town f o r  days .  One woman 
r e t u r n e d  t o  f i n d  h e r  c l o t h e s  c l o s e t  f i l l e d  wi th  f i s h .  

Shrimp b o a t s  washed a s h o r e  and c rashed  t o g e t h e r ,  some l a n d i n g  i n  y a r d s  and on top  of  
houses.  F a l l e n  t r e e s  l a y  t w i s t e d  t o g e t h e r  wi th  e l e c t r i c  l i n e s  i n  eve ry  yard .  

A d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  u n i t  from t h e  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  Convention a r r i v e d  i n  M c C l e l l a n v i l l e  abou t  
Q8 h o u r s  a f t e r  t h e  s t o r m ,  l o n g  b e f o r e  media a t t e n t i o n  tu rned  from C h a r l e s t o n  t o  t h e  l e s s  
popu la ted  a r e a s .  

The crew o f  n i n e  v o l u n t e e r s  s tood  i n  ankle-deep mud t o  s e r v e  1,020 h o t  meals  t h e  n e x t  day. 
Like  t h e  h u r r i c a n e ' s  v i c t i m s ,  they  had no t o i l e t s ,  no showers,  no beds.  They worked 15-hour 
d a y s ,  went f o u r  d a y s  w i t h o u t  b a t h i n g  and s l e p t  i n  t h e i r  c a r s .  

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  days, t h e  F l o r i d a  crew se rved  more t h a n  2,000 meals p e r  day ,  i n c l u d i n g  
n e a r l y  1 ,000  p e r  day s e n t  o u t  w i t h  mobile Red Cross  f e e d i n g  u n i t s .  

Yet t h e  d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  faced pa led  i n  comparison t o  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  
v i c t i m s .  "We s l e p t  i n  o u r  c a r  t h e  first n i g h t  and I though t  abou t  t h e s e  poor  p e o p l e , "  r e c a l l e d  
v o l u n t e e r  B e v e r l y  Bagnal .  "Their  mattresses had mud all. over  them." 

Mrs. Bagna l  and h e r  husband, B i l l ,  were among seven  v o l u n t e e r s  from F l o r i d a ' s  Palm Lake 
B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  who came t o  M c C l e l l a n v i l l e  t o  work. I r o n i c a l l y ,  e a r l y  wea the r  r e p o r t s  had 
s a i d  t h e  h u r r i c a n e  c o u l d  h i t  t h e i r  home, West Palm Beach, r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  South  C a r o l i n a  c o a s t .  

"We t h o u g h t  t h e y  might  b e  coming t o  h e l p  u s , "  Bagnal s a i d .  "But now t h e  l e a s t  we c a n  d o  i s  
h e l p  them." 

While t h e  impac t  of  b o t h  t h e  d e v a s t a s t i o n  and t h e  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  was i m p r e s s i v e  i n  i s o l a t e d  
c a s e s ,  i t  became overwhelming when s e e n  on a  l a r g e  s c a l e ,  o b s e r v e r s  ag reed .  

The d e v a s t a t i o n  s t r e t c h e d  100 m i l e s  a l o n g  t h e  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  c o a s t ,  from C h a r l e s t o n  t o  n o r t h  
o f  Myrt le  Beach. An e n t i r e  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t  was L e f t  i n  shambles,  w i t h  7 5 - f o o t  t r e e s  uniformly 
snapped o f f  i n  t h e  middle .  One r e l i e f  worker s a i d  t h e  scene  looked a s  if g i a n t  had walked 
through t h e  f o r e s t  w i t h  hedge c l i p p e r s  and snipped e v e r y  t r e e  i n  h a l f .  

But S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  were a lmos t  as  widespread a s  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n .  T h i r t e e n  
d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  u n i t s  were s e t  up i n  d i f f e r e n t  communities -- i n  poor  i n n e r - c i t y  neighborhoods  of 
C h a r l e s t o n ,  i n  r u r a l  i n l a n d  towns and i n  n o r t h e r n  b e a c h f r o n t  r e s o r t s .  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  week a f t e r  t h e  s to rm h i t ,  t h e s e  u n i t s  se rved  150,000 meals t o  t h e  homeless ,  
w i t h o u t  e l e c t r i c i t y  o r  w i t h o u t  water. 

A d d i t i o n a l  v o l u n t e e r  teams,  mainly from B a p t i s t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  Sou th  
C a r o l i n a ,  a r r i v e d  w i t h  c h a i n  saws t o  c l e a r  d e b r i s  from churches  and homes. 

The S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  v o l u n t e e r s  met h e r o e s  and h e a r t a c h e  i n  a v a r i e t y  of forms: 

-- I n  M c C l e l l a n v i l l e ,  a woman who came t o  the d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  u n i t  f o r  food had d r i v e n  
th roughou t  t h e  community l o o k i n g  f o r  e l d e r l y  and d i s a b l e d  peop le  who c o u l d  n o t  g e t  o u t  f o r  food. 
She d i s t r i b u t e d  meals to 16 people .  

-- I n  C h a r l e s t o n ,  t h e  Alabama B a p t i s t  Convent ion 's  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  u n i t  p rov ided  150 h o t  
meals t o  r e s i d e n t s  of a n u r s i n g  home who had been s t r a n d e d  by t h e  s t o r m  and h a d n ' t  e a t e n  i n  
s e v e r a l  days .  

--more-- 
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-- Bruce R u s s e l l ,  p a s t o r  a t  Char les ton  Heights B a p t i s t  Church i n  North ~ h a r l e s t o n ,  r e c a l l e d  
t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  h i s  own church members faced. "IJe went t o  t a k e  food t o  one church fami ly ,  and 
when we g o t  t h e r e  t h e y  were c l e a n i n g  o u t  t h e i r  f r e e z e r ,  throwing o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  they h a d , "  he  
s a i d  wi th  t e a r s  w e l l i n g  up i n  h i s  eyes.  llIt j u s t  broke my h e a r t . "  

-- One o f  t h e  o l d e s t  members of  ~ h a r l e s t o n  Heights  Church weathered t h e  h u r r i c a n e  in a 
s h e l t e r .  A f t e r  t h e  s to rm,  he  was taken t o  s e e  t h e  damage t o  h i s  home, On t h e  way back t o  t h e  
s h e l t e r ,  h e  had a h e a r t  a t t a c k  and d ied .  

-- One young woman who came t o  C i t a d e l  Square B a p t i s t  Church f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  had J u s t  l o s t  
h e r  husband i n  a  random s h o o t i n g  t h e  week before  t h e  hur r i cane  r u i n e d  h e r  home. She and her  s i x -  
month-old baby had no food u n t i l  they  came t o  t h e  church,  where they  r e c e i v e d  fooC, d i a p e r s  and 
o t h e r  baby s u p p l i e s .  

-- A midd le -c lass  c o u p l e  w i t h  two teen-agers  had j u s t  been t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Char les ton  b e f o r e  
t h e  s to rm h i t .  H i s  o f f i c e  was t o  be  c l o s e d  f o r  t h e  nex t  10 days ,  and h e  had on ly  $6 l e f t .  Like 
o t h e r  h u r r i c a n e  v i c t i m s ,  h e  cou ld  n o t  g e t  t o  checking o r  sav ings  a c c o u n t s  because banks were 
c l o s e d  and e l e c t r i c i t y  was o f f .  Desp i t e  t h e i r  own need, t h e  man and h i s  w i f e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  
Alabama r e l i e f  u n i t  t o  v o l u n t e e r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  

-- Two women from F l o r i d a  a l s o  showed up unexpectedly a t  t h e  Alabama feed ing  u n i t  a s  
v o l u n t e e r s .  Upon h e a r i n g  news o f  t h e  h u r r i c a n e ' s  damage, they f e l t  impressed by God t o  h e l p  and 
loaded t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  c a r  and drove r i g h t  t o  C i t a d e l  Square Church, n o t  knowing a  feed ing  
s t a t i o n  would be  t h e r e  o r  how t o  g e t  t h e r e .  

-- P a s t o r  J e r r y  Cook o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Murre i l s  I n l e t  took a mobile feed ing  u n i t  
from t h e  M i s s o u r i  B a p t i s t  Convention through neighborhoods around h i s  church. A v o l u n t e e r  worker 

. I 
drove t h e  t r u c k  w h i l e  Cook s tood  a t  a n  open se rv ing  window c a l l i n g  t o  peop le  c l e a n i n g  up d e b r i s  
from t h e i r  y a r d s .  As h e  se rved  them a h o t  lunch,  t h e  p a s t o r  in t roduced  h imse l f  and i s s u e d  a n  
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a t t e n d  church.  

--30-- 

FBC, C h a r l e s t o n  c u t s  s e r v i c e s ,  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
expands m i n i s t r y  f o l l o w i n g  d i s a s t e r  By Oscar Boffmeyer (la> 9/29/89 

CHARLESTON, S.C. (BPI--The congrega t ion  of h i s t o r i c  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of  Char les ton ,  
' 

S.C., hopes t o  r e t u r n  t o  i t s  storm-damaged sanc tuary  i n  abou t  t h r e e  weeks i f  r e p a i r s  are adequate  
t o  a l l o w  s e r v i c e s  t o  b e  h e l d .  

U n t i l  t h e n ,  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  p l a n s  t o  worship i n  t h e  church gymnasium. 

The 167-year-old s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  o l d e s t  B a p t i s t  church i n  t h e  South,  is  t h e  mother church o f  
t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Convention. The congregat ion h a s  met on i t s  c u r r e n t  s i t e  s i n c e  1699 i n  what 
is now t h e  C h a r l e s t o n  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  

The s a n c t u a r y  was h e a v i l y  damaged Sept .  22 when winds from Hur r icane  Hugo r ipped  t h e  t i n  
r o o f i n g  from t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  Rain then  poured i n t o  t h e  exposed r a f t e r s  and soaked t h e  sanc tuary  
below. 

"The water poured th rough  t h e  h o l e s  and may have weakened t h e  p l a s t a r l l *  s a i d  S c o t t  Walker, 
p a s t o r  o f  t h e  290-year-old congregat ion.  "We w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  u s i n g  t h e  b u i l d n g  a s  soon a s  t h e  
s a f e t y  i n s p e c t o r  g i v e s  u s  c lea rance . "  

But f a l l i n g  water-soaked p l a s t e r  may cause a Longer de lay ,  Walker s a i d  as h e  walked among 
t h e  d e b r i s .  Large h u m i d i f i e r s  c o s t i n g  $20,000 a week have been b rought  i n  t o  s lowly  d ry  t h e  
b u i l d i n g ,  bu t  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  damage h a s  n o t  been determined. 

The e l a b o r a t e  pew s ta l l s  and o t h e r  woodwork i n  t h e  sanc tuary  are  swol len  wi th  mois tu re ,  and 
r a i n w a t e r  s t a n d s  i n  t h e  p i p e s  of t h e  l a r g e  organ. Church. members a r r i v e d  t h e  Sunday a f t e r  t h e  
s to rm t o  p u l l  up t h e  r u i n e d  c a r p e t .  

--more-- 
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The s t r e e t  o u t s i d e  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  now is  l i t t e r e d  w i t h  beams from t h e  c h u r c h ' s  o r i g i n a l  

r o o f i n g .  The t i m b e r s ,  n e a r l y  200 y e a r s  o l d ,  a r e  s tudded wi th  handmade n a i l s  t h a t  c ra f t smen  
fashioned t o  b u i l d  t h e  s a n c t u a r y .  

The c o n g r e g a t i o n  h a s  voted t o  c a n c e l  Sunday schoo l  and t h e  second worship s e r v i c e  f o r  Oct.  
1  , w i t h  o n l y  one s e r v i c e  be ing  h e l d  a t  9 a.m. The e x t r a  t ime " w i l l  g i v e  members a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  have f e l l o w s h i p  a t  t h e  church and s h a r e  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  abou t  t h e  d i s a s t e r , "  t h e  p a s t o r  s a i d .  

The s a n c t u a r y ,  which s e a t s  abou t  650 peop le ,  h a s  had two s e r v i c e s  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  

The c o n g r e g a t i o n  e x p e c t s  t o  resume t h e  normal schedu le  Oct. 8 ,  us ing  t h e  gymn f o r  worship 
s e r v i c e s .  

"Even i f  we r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s c a n t u a r y  by Oct.22, a  l o t  o f  work w i l l  remain t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  
b u i l d i n g , "  Walker s a i d ,  "We w i l l  be uncomfortable,  b u t  we w i l l  be  home." 

I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  Its own problems, t h e  congrega t ion  h a s  managed t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  t h e  storm- 
ravaged community w i t h  two new m i n i s t r y  programs. 

A new d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  fund w i l l  b e n e f i t  any needy i n d i v i d u a l s ,  whether o r  n o t  they  a r e  
members o f  t h e  church .  The second fund w i l l  be used t o  h e l p  r e p a i r  and r e s t o r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a s  
c l o s e  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  i ts  o r i g i n a l  cond i t ion .  

--30 -- 
Sunday School  Board o f f e r s  h e l p  
t o  c h u r c h e s  impacted by Hugo 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
9 1-29 189 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Replacement l i t e r a t u r e  and d i s c o u n t  p r i c e s  f o r  s i g n s ,  s t e e p l e s ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  
a u d i o v i s u a l  equipment and o t h e r  items f o r  Southern B a p t i s t  churches  damaged by Hur r icane  Hugo 
which ravaged C h a r l e s t o n ,  S.C., and sur round ing  a r e a s  Sep t .  22 i s  be ing  o f f e r e d  by t h e  Sou thern  
B a p t i s t  Sunday School  Board. 

Also,  a three-member team from t h e  b o a r d ' s  church a r c h i t e c t u r e  depar tment  w i l l  t r a v e l  t o  
C h a r l e s t o n  i n  October  t o  assist church l e a d e r s  i n  making p l a n s  f o r  r e p a i r s  o r  r e b u i l d i n g .  An 
a r c h i t e c t  and two c o n s u l t a n t s  are  expected t o  spend s e v e r a l  days  a s s i s t i n g  churches  a s  p a r t  of  a n  
e f f o r t  b e i n g  c o o r d i n a t e d  by t h e  South C a r o l i n a  B a p t i s t  Convention. 

With a  new q u a r t e r  beg inn ing  Oct. 1 ,  new da ted  p e r i o d i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  p robab ly  a l r e a d y  was on 
hand i n  most c h u r c h e s  and may have been des t royed  i n  t h e  h u r r i c a n e ,  s a i d  Sunday School  Board 
P r e s i d e n t  Lloyd E l d e r .  

A s  l o n g  a s  s u p p l i e s  l a s t ,  t h e  board w i l l  r e p l a c e  d a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  E l d e r  s a i d .  Where 
i n v e n t o r y  is  l i m i t e d ,  churches  w i l l  be provided sample c o p i e s  o f  p u p i l  and l e a d e r s h i p  m a t e r i a l s  
and one-time p e r m i s s i o n  g r a n t e d  f o r  them t o  make cop ies .  

Also,  t h e  board  w i l l  p rov ide  25 f r e e  " B a p t i s t  Hymnalsw t o  any church whose hymnals were 
des t royed  i n  t h e  h u r r i c a n e ,  he  added. A d d i t i o n a l  hymnals w i l l  be  s o l d  a t  $3.15 each ,  i n c l u d i n g  
p o s t a g e ,  a  $2 d i s c o u n t .  And d i s c o u n t s  w i l l  be  o f f e r e d  on t h e  'tBroadman" and " C h r i s t i a n  P r a i s e "  
hymnals, a s  w e l l  a s  Chr i s tmas  c a n t a t a s .  

E l d e r  s a i d  c h u r c h e s  may r e q u e s t  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o r  hymnals by ca l l ing  t h e  b o a r d ' s  t o l l - f r e e  
customer  s e r v i c e  number, (800) 458-BSSB. Hymnals and c a n t a t a s  a l s o  may b e  o b t a i n e d  a t  B a p t i s t  
Book S t o r e s  i n  Columbia, S.C., o r  Savannah, Ga. 

Audiov i sua l  equipment ,  s i g n s ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  s t e e p l e s  and b a p t i s t r i e s  may be  o rdered  by c a l l i n g  
Broadman P r e s s  a t  (615)  251-2544. 

"Making t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e s e  churches  coping w i t h  s o  many d i f f i c u l t i e s  i s  one 
small way t o  h e l p  as peop le  c l e a n  up from t h e  damage and make a new beg inn ing , "  s a i d  Elder .  "We 
j o i n  Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  everywhere i n  g r a y i n g  t h a t  God's s t r e n g t h  w i l l  be more than s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  
our  b r o t h e r s  and sisters as t h e y  r e b u i l d  l i v e s  and homes and c h ~ r c h e s . ' ~  

--30-- 
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Hur r icane  Hugo d e s t r o y s  
c h u r c h e s  i n  V i r g i n  I s les  By J i m  Newton 

CHRISTIANSTED, S t .  Cro ix  (BP)--Like t h e  p i r a t e s  who haunted t h e  Car ibbean c e n t u r i e s  ago,  
Hur r icane  Hugo raped and p i l l a g e d  t h e  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s ,  demolishing a l l  f o u r  o f  t h e  Sou thern  
B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  on S t .  Croix  and S t .  ~ h o m a s .  

O f f i c i a l s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  80 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  S t .  Croix were 
d e s t r o y e d  o r  s e v e r e l y  damaged. 

I n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  h u r r i c a n e ,  Southern B a p t i s t s  were slow t o  respond t o  t h e  needs ,  hampered 
by poor  communications and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  between t h e  i s l a n d s  and t h e  mainland. 

Grace C e n t r a l  B a p t i s t  Church on S t .  Croix ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  B a p t i s t  church  i n  t h e  U.S. V i r g i n  
I s l a n d s ,  was g u t t e d  by winds o f  up t o  200 m i l e s  p e r  hour.  Most o f  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  r o o f  was blown 
away, and t h e  c o n c r e t e  w a l l s  exploded,  dumping t o n s  of  water on t h e  c o n c r e t e  f l o o r .  

Grace Golden Rock B a p t i s t  Church, l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Harbor View s e c t i o n  o f  S t .  Croix  j u s t  n o r t h  
o f  C h i r i s t i a n s t e d ,  was t h e  h a r d e s t - h i t  church.  Only t h e  concrete-block w a l l s  were s t a n d i n g .  The 
roof  d i sappeared  comple te ly ,  f l o o d i n g  and d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  f u r n i s h i n g s  i n s i d e .  

American Red Cross  o f f i c i a l s  e s t i m a t e d  e l e c t r i c a l  power and t e lephone  s e r v i c e  might n o t  b e  
r e s t o r e d  on S t ,  Croix  f o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  months. They p r e d i c t e d  long-range problems o f  p r o v i d i n g  
food,  hous ing  and medica l  c a r e  f o r  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  60,000 r e s i d e n t s .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board and Brotherhood Comission i s s u e d  
a n  a p p e a l  f o r  B a p t i s t  v o l u t e e r s  t o  b u i l d  and o p e r a t e  mobile food k i t c h e n s  on S t .  Croix  and f o r  
n u r s e s  t o  h e l p  p r o v i d e  h e a l t h - c a r e  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  Vi rg in  I s l a n d s  and P u e r t o  Rico. C o n s t r u c t i o n  
teams a l s o  a r e  needed t o  h e l p  r e b u i l d  churches  -and homes o f  h u r r i c a n e  v i c t i m s  who l o s t  
e v e r y t h i n g .  

"This i s  n o t  t h e  same i s l a n d  t h a t  I know and l o v e , "  lamented Mark S l y ,  v o l u n t e e r  d i r e c t o r  
f o r  t h e  P u e r t o  Rico B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  when h e  v i s i t e d  S t .  Croix  a week a f t e r  Hugo h i t .  

"This  i s  my f a v o r a t e  i s l a n d , "  s a i d  S l y  with tears i n  h i s  e y e s  as  h e  surveyed t h e  once- 
v e r d a n t  l and  where dense  v e g e t a t i o n  and t r e e s  were s t r i p p e d  b a r e  by t h e  winds t h a t  swept t h e  
i s l a n d  l i k e  a  g i g a n t i c  lawn mower. 

Ed Richardson,  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Puer to  Rico B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  e s t i m a t e d  t o t a l  
damage t o  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  on P u e r t o  Rico and t h e  U.S. Vi rg in  I s l a n d s  a t  more t h a n  $750,000, 
i n c l u d i n g  $300,000 damage on S t .  Croix and $200,000 on St.  Thomas. 

About 10 churches  on t h e  i s l a n d s  o f  P u e r t o  Rico and Vieques s u s t a i n e d  damage t o t a l l i n g  
$250,000. P u e r t o  Rican B a p t i s t  Seminary, l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  P u e r t o  Rico p r o t e c t e d  by a 
mountain r a n g e ,  was s p a r e d  w i t h  on ly  minor damage o f  abou t  $20,000, s a i d  t o  Seminary D i r e c t o r  
Miguel So to .  

Ceiba B a p t i s t  Church on t h e  e a s t e r n  t i p  of  P u e r t o  Rico was f looded  fo l lowing  major r o o f  
damage t h a t  w i l l  c o s t  $100,000 t o  r e p a i r ,  s a i d  Richardson, who was p a s t o r  of  t h e  Ceiba church 
b e f o r e  becoming t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n '  s e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y .  

Hugo spared  most o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  San Juan  b u t  d e v a s t a t e d  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  c i t y  of Fa j a r d o  n e a r  
t h e  U.S. Navy b a s e  a t  Rooseve l t  Roads. 

Riding o u t  t h e  h u r r i c a n e  i n  t h e  F a j a r d o  church "was one o f  t h e  most h o r r i b l e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  
my l i f e , "  s a i d  Renaldo Velez ,  p a s t o r  of Canaan B a p t i s t  Church i n  P a j a r d o  and p a s t o r  of Saron  
B a p t i s t  Church on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Vieques. "The winds sounded l i k e  a 747 j e t  t a k i n g  off above t h e  
church.  " . .. 

Vele% watched t h e  darkened s k i e s  w h i l e  galvanazed s tee l  r o o f  p a n e l s  f l u t t e r e d  i n  t h e  a i r  
l i k e  b u t t e r f l i e s .  The s t ee l  roof  cover ing  t h e  church ' s  Sunday s c h o o l  c lass room was r i p p e d  o f f  
and blown away w i t h o u t  a t r a c e .  

--more-- 
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Even though h i s  F a j a r d o  church b u i l d i n g  was s e v e r e l y  damaged, Velez used t h e  b u i l d i n g  a s  a 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t e r  f o r  food and c l o t h i n g  f o r  h u r r i c a n e  v i c t i m s  a t  bo th  F a j a r d o  and t h e  i s l a n d  o f  
Vieques. He s p e n t  more than  $300 of  h i s  own money on medicine badly needed by peop le  on 
Vieques ,  a n  i s l a n d  w i t h  no medical  f a c i l i t i e s  abou t  e i g h t  m i l e s  from P u e r t o  R h o .  

Velez ,  who a c c e p t e d  C h r i s t  a t  a  Spanish B a p t i s t  miss ion sponsored by F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  
K i l l e e n ,  Texas ,  w h i l e  s t a t i o n e d  a t  F o r t  Hood, is  one o f  t h e  few Puer to  Rican p a s t o r s  who s e r v e s  
more t h a n  one church.  

V i c t o r  Morales ,  p a s t o r  of Amor B a p t i s t  Chuch o f  Ceiba,  Puer to  Rico, a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  a 
c l o t h i n g  and food d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t e r  a t  h i s  badly damaged church. Morales c i t e d  a  c r y i n g  need 
f o r  baby food ,  baby formula and b o t t l e s ,  d i s p o s a b l e  d i a p e r s  and medicine.  

Lack o f  water and e l e c t r i c i t y  made cooking d i f f i c u l t ,  even when food was a v a i l a b l e .  Frozen 
foods,  e s p e c i a l l y  meat, soon s p o i l e d  when r e f r i g e r a t o r s  s a t  f o r  days  i n  80-degree h e a t  wi thou t  
e l e c t r i c i t y .  Chain saws and g e n e r a t o r s  were s o l d  f o r  double and t r i p l e  u s u a l  p r i c e s .  

Crushed i c e ,  which normally c o s t s  60 c e n t s  a bag, r e p o r t e d l y  was sca lped  i n  some p l a c e s  f o r  
$15 un t i l ,  t h e  government f r o z e  t h e  p r i c e  a t  $2. On t h e  highway between San Juan and F a j a r d o ,  a t  
l e a s t  300 peop le  s t o o d  i n  l i n e  f o r  f o u r  h o u r s  t o  buy ice.  

P u e r t o  Ricans  who l o s t  a lmos t  e v e r y t h i n g  shared t h e  l i t t l e  they  had wi th  o t h e r s  l e s s  
f o r t u n a t e .  Unl ike  l o o t e r s  on S t ,  Croix ,  Puer to  Ricans p i t ched  i n  and helped each o t h e r ,  

S l y ,  t h e  o n - s i t e  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  B a p t i s t  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  i n  Puer to  Rico, s a i d  s i x  f a m i l i e s  i n  
h i s  neighborhood pooled r e s o u r c e s .  One family  cooked food on a bu tane  camping s t o v e .  Another 
provided w a t e r  from a  swimming poo l  f o r  washing and clean-up. Another hooked f i v e  r e f r i g e r a t o r s  

. . t o  one g a s o l i n e  g e n e r a t o r .  

When h i s  ne ighbor  o f f e r e d  t o  r u n  an e x t e n s i o n  chord from t h e  g e n e r a t o r  t o  F l y ' s  
r e f r i g e r a t o r ,  F l y  d e c l i n e d .  I1X have f a i t h  t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y  w i l l  be r e s t o r e d  soon,"  A few minutes  

, l a t e r ,  t h e  power came on,  prompting h i s  neighbor  t o  excla im,  "I b e l i e v e ,  I b e l i e v e . "  

P u e r t o  Rico's t r o p i c a l  r a i n  f o r e s t ,  a  major t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n ,  was s t i p p e d  b a r e  o f  l eaves .  
The brown mountainside  resembled a cemetery o f  wooden s k e l e t o n s ,  w i t h  uprooted t r e e s  t w i s t e d  and 
broken l i k e  match s t i c k s .  O f f i c i a l s  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  f o r e s t  w i l l  t a k e  decades  t o  grow back. 

But t h e  i n d e s c r i b a b l e  d e v a s t a t i o n  h u r t  people  more than  b u i l d i n g s  o r  t r e e s .  "The c r y i n g  of  
l i t t l e  b a b i e s  who have n o t  e a t e n  f o r  days  w i l l  r i n g  i n  my e a r s  f o r  y e a r s , "  s a i d  a  Red Cross  
v o l u n t e e r  i n  San Juan.  

G i l  Guevara,  Red Cross  d i r e c t o r  on S t .  Croix ,  noted a  tremendous need f o r  B a p t i s t s  t o  s e t  up 
mobile k i t c h e n s  t o  feed  hungry people  on t h e  i s l a n d .  

While B a p t i s t s  responded q u i c k l y  t o  needs  i n  Char les ton ,  S.C., B a p t i s t  h e l p  came s lowly i n  
t h e  Car ibbean,  where days  passed b e f o r e  t e lephone  and a i r l i n e  s e r v i c e  was r e - e s t a b l i s h e d .  

Richardson,  f o r  example, was s t r a n d e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Antigua when t h e  h u r r i c a n e  h i t  and 
was n o t  a b l e  t o  t e l e p h o n e  Puer to  Rico o r  f l y  home u n t i l  e i g h t  days  l a t e r .  

S l y  s a i d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  need now is  f o r  p o r t a b l e  g e n e r a t o r s ,  p o t a b l e  w a t e r ,  food,  medicine and 
v o l u n t e e r s  t o  h e l p  i n  t h e  long-term r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p rocess .  "Rebuilding w i l l  t a k e  a long  time, 
b u t  we a r e  committed t o  do ing  a l l  we c a n  t o  h e l p , "  he  s a i d .  

--30-- 

V o l u n t e e r s  needed t o  feed 
hungry, r e b u i l d  c h u r c h e s  
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SAN J U A N ,  P u e r t o  Rico (BP)--volunteers are needed u r g e n t l y  t o  o p e r a t e  mobile k i t c h e n s  on t h e  
i s l a n d  o f  S t .  Cro ix  i n  t h e  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s ,  and t o  r e b u i l d  churches  and homes des t royed  by 
Hur r icane  Hugo, o f f i c i a l s  t h e r e  s a i d .  

--more-- 
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Fol lowing a t o u r  o f  t h e  i s l a n d s  t o  a s s e s s  damage and determine how B a p t i s t s  should respond,  
an a p p e a l  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s  was i s s u e d  by Ed Richardson, execu t ive  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  P u e r t o  Rico 
B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  P a u l  Adkins,  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  f o r  m i n i s t r y  a t  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Home 
Mission Board; and B i l l  Arnold,  a d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  c o n s u l t a n t  from Texas r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Sou thern  
B a p t i s t  Brotherhood Comission. 

A t  l e a s t  f o u r  temporary f i e l d  k i t c h e n s  a r e  needed on S t .  Croix  t o  feed  thousands of  h o n e l e s s  
people  w i t h o u t  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  cook t h e i r  own meals,  s a i d  Arnold a f t e r  a v i s i t  wi th  American Red 
Cross  o f f i c i a l s .  

Volun tee r s  who come t o  S t .  Croix  w i l l  have t o  l i v e  i n  t e n t s ,  s l e e p  on c o t s  and cook food 
provided by t h e  Red Cross ,  s i n c e  a lmos t  a l l  lodging was des t royed  by t h e  h u r r i c a n e .  

Adkins and Arnold,  m i s s i o n s  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t  General  Convention o f  Texas,  a l s o  
i s s u e d  a n  a p p e a l  f o r  a t  l e a s t  50 n u r s e s  t o  work wi th  t h e  Red Cross  i n  P u e r t o  Rico, p rov id ing  
medical  c a r e  f o r  h u r r i c a n e  v i c t i m s .  The Red Cross w i l l  provide food and lodging f o r  n u r s e s  who 
can come a t  t h e i r  own expense t o  P u e r t o  Rico, they s a i d .  

C o n s t r u c t i o n  teams also a r e  needed t o  r e b u i l d  and r e p a i r  churches  and homes damaged o r  
des t royed  by Hugo. C o n s t r u c t i o n  teams on Puer to  Rico w i l l  be  housed a t  t h e  B a p t i s t  encampment, 
which escaped major damage, b u t  workers on S t .  Croix w i l l  have t o  s t a y  i n  t e n t s .  

Adkins d e l i v e r e d  t o  P u e r t o  Rican B a p t i s t s  a  check f o r  $12,000 f o r  emergency d i s a s t e r  
r ecovery  needs  and approved a r e q u e s t  f o r  $25,000 from Home Mission Board domest ic  hunger funds  
t o  r e l i e v e  s u f f e r i n g  i n  P u e r t o  Rico and t h e  U.S. V i r g i n  I s l a n d s .  The Home Mission Board 
a d m i n i s t e r s  a $100,000 d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  fund and d i s t r i b u t e s  d e s i g n a t e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  hunger 
r e l i e f  p rov ided  by Sou thern  B a p t i s t s .  

B a p t i s t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  v o l u n t e e r i n g  i n  t h e  h u r r i c a n e  r e l i e f  e f f o r t  should c o n t a c t  t h e  SBC 
Brotherhood Commission i n  Memphis, Tenn., by c a l l i n g  (800) 727-6466. F i n a n c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  
d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  and domes t i c  hunger should be  des igna ted  f o r  t h a t  purpose and s e n t  t o  t h e  Home 
Mission Board,  1350 S p r i n g  S t . ,  N.W., A t l a n t a ,  Ga. 30367. 

The Home Mission Board is r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m i s s i o n s  work i n  P u e r t o  Rico and t h e  U.S. V i r g i n  
I s l a n d  I s l a n d s  and f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  funds  c o n t r i b u t e d  by Southern B a p t i s t s  i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s  and i t s  t e r r i t o r i e s .  

--3o-- 

Southwestern t r u s t e e s  a s k  
e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  on Dilday 

J- B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Dan Mar t in  9 129 189 

FORT WORTH, Texas ( B P I - - ~ r u s t e e s  o f  Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Seminary w i l l  b e  asked 
t o  go i n t o  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  Oct. 17 t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  "whole problem o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y "  by 
P r e s i d e n t  R u s s e l l  Di lday . 

The r e q u e s t  f o r  a n  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  was in t roduced  i n  a n  85-page memorandum mailed t o  
t r u s t e e s  i n  l a t e  September by Chairman Ken L i l l y ,  a  p h y s i c i a n  from F o r t  Smith ,  Ark. 

L i l l y  t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  lla number o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  a r e  go ing  t o  ask"  f o r  t h e  c losed-door  
meeting. "They, themse lves ,  w i l l  d e c i d e  whether they  want an e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n , t 1  he  added. 

L i l l y  s a i d  h e  " r e a l l y  wanted a s p e c i a l  meeting because t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  k ind  o f  t h i n g  which 
should b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  a n  a n n u a l  o r  semi-annual meeting. 

Di lday met w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  t r u s t e e s  o f f i c e r s  -- L i l l y ,  Damon Shook, a p a s t o r  from Houston, 
and John McNaughton, a businessman from F o r t  Worth, Texas -- i n  mid-August t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a s p e c i a l  c a l l e d  meet ing t o  d i s c u s s  Di lday ' a  " p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s , "  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a May 2 speech  b e f o r e  a moderate p o l i t i c a l  group and a n  ar t icle h e  wrote  p r i o r  t o  the  1989 annua l  
meet ing o f  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Convention.' 

L i l l y  s a i d  llsome o f  t h e  guys  ( t r u s t e e s )  wrote me let tersn complaining abou t  D i l d a y ' s  
appearance  a t  a r a l l y  of  B a p t i s t s  Committed t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention May 2 i n  
N a s h v i l l e ,  which b rought  a b o u t  t h e  mid-August meeting. 

--more-- 
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. . "1 t r i e d  t o  b e  a s  n i c e  a b o u t  i t  a s  I can,"  L i l l y  saki.  ',I went t o  R u s s e l l  (Di lday)  t o  t r y  
. - t o  s o l v e  some o f  t h e  problems. I t h i n k  they  could be  a  l o t  less i f  they  were handled i n  a  q u i e t  

way r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  b u t  Russell 's a t t i t u d e  i s  t h a t  i f  you g e t  i t  a l l  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  i t  
w i l l  make a b i g  d i f f e r e n c e .  

"Well, i t ' s  n o t  go ing  t o  change any th ing ;  t h e  guys s t i l l  want t o  t a l k  t o  him abou t  a l l  of 
t h i s .  

All p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  Aug. 75 meeting agreed n o t  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  news media a b o u t  t h e  
. meeting. I n  h i s  memo, L i l l y  wrote:  llYou w i l l  n o t e  t h e  u s u a l  a c i t i v i t y  of  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t o  ' t r y  

t h e  c a s e 1  i n  t h e  l i b e r a l  media even b e f o r e  we have t ime t o  a c t  on i t .  T h i s  seems t o  happen every 
t ime we t r y  t o  s o l v e  problems q u i e t l y . "  

L i l l y  added h e  h a s  "no mal ice  i n  my h e a r t ,  no a x e  t o  g r i n d .  I want t o  b e l i e v e  we can  meet 
wi th  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  (Di lday)  and come t o  a n  unders tanding.  I want f o r  t h e  t r u s t e e s  and t h e  
p r e s i d e n t  t o  meet t o g e t h e r . "  

L i l l y t s  memo t o  t r u s t e e s ,  h e  s a i d ,  is  a  r e a c t i o n  t o  a  mai l ing  Dilday s e n t  o u t  which inc luded  
a manuscr ip t  o f  t h e  May 2 speech on denominat ional  u n i t y  and t h e  May p r e s i d e n t ' s  column i n  
Southwestern News, t h e  seminary ' s  n e w s l e t t e r .  

In the  memo, L i l l y  thanked Dilday f o r  ,,sending u s  p a r t  o f  t h e  in fo rmat ion  
we may need. . . , I am send ing  you more in fo rmat ion  which may be h e l p f u l .  It 

The memo i n c l u d e s  minu tes  from t h e  Aug. 15 meeting; a copy o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  
media abou t  t h e  meet ing;  bo th  t h e  manuscr ipt  and a t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  May 2 speech;  n i n e  pages  of  
q u o t e s  from Di lday ,  r ang ing  t o  1984 and c i t i n g  55 e n t r i e s  from newspapers,  magazines and 
n e w s l e t t e r s ;  56 photocopied news a r t i c l e s ;  and programs o f  t h e  B a p t i s t s  Committed meeting. 

The c o v e r  l e t t e r  n o t e s  t r u s t e e s  " w i l l  want t o  h e a r  h i s  ( D i l d a y l s )  f a s c i n a t i n g  e x p l a n a t i o n  
as  t o  how h i s  p o l i t i c a l  speech was n o t  p o l i t i c a l . 1 1  

Dilday s a i d  h e  opposes  t h e  c a l l  f o r  a n  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n .  "When I came 1 1  y e a r s  ago,  a l l  of  
t h e  mee t ings  o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  were c losed .  I i n s i s t e d  they  be open t o  anyone wanting t o  a t t e n d ,  
and a n  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  should on ly  be  c a l l e d  i n  m a t t e r s  where i t  might embarrass  t h e  pe rson  
abou t  whom we were t a l k i n g ,  l1 h e  s a i d ,  

"Execut ive  s e s s i o n s  should never  b e  a  way of avo id ing  p u b l i c  awareness  o f  what t h e  board was 
doing o r  t o  keep t h e  p r e s s ,  f a c u l t y ,  s t a f f  o r  i n t e r e s t e d  c o n s t i t u e n t s  from be ing  informed abou t  
what is  happening,  

"1 would n o t  b e  embarrassed if t h i s  ( p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y )  is d i s c u s s e d .  I hope t h e  board 
w i l l  n o t  v o t e  t o  make i t  a  c l o s e d  s e s s i o n ,  because I t h i n k  B a p t i s t s  have every  r i g h t  t o  be  f u l l y  
informed a b o u t  t h e  work o f  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  

N e i t h e r  Di lday  n o r  L i l l y  would s p e c u l a t e  abou t  what t h e  t r u s t e e s  w i l l  do. 

"I d o n ' t  even want t o  s p e c u l a t e  on t h a t , "  L i l l y  s a i d .  "I do know t h a t  t r u s t e e s  are go ing  t o  
i n s i s t  on d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  him what they f e e l  a r e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  on h i s  p a r t . "  

Di lday added: *,I t r u s t  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  and genuineness  of t h e s e  board members. I cannot  
b e l i e v e  t h e y  w i l l  come i n  w i t h  t h e i r  minds made up o r  w i t h  a  view o f  t a k i n g  any s t r o n g  a c t i o n .  

"I. a m  a staunch c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  and t h e  only t h i n g s  I have spoken o u t  a g a i n s t  -- even as I 
r e f l e c t  on t h i s  ( L i l l y l s  m a i l i n g )  -- is t h a t  which was d e s t r u c t i v e ,  d i v i s i v e ,  u n - C h r i s t l i k e ,  
c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  g o s p e l  and c o n t r a r y  t o  our Southern B a p t i s t  h e r i t a g e . "  

He added he d i d  not  r e c e i v e  a copy of t h e  memo from L i l l y  b u t  r e c e i v e d  i t  " i n d i r e c t l y  from 
one o f  t h e  board members. 1 am s u r e  t h a t  was a n  overs igh t . "  

--more-- 
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Di lday a l s o  noted h e  has been " r e l u c t a n t  t o  i n i t i a G  any news o r  p r e s s  on t h i s ,  b u t  I have 
a lways been open t o  answer  q u e s t i o n s  and respond. A f t e r  t h e  meet ing wi th  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  we agreed  
we had no r e a s o n  t o  s h a r e  in fo rmat ion  w i t h  t h e  p r e s s ,  b u t  1 had t o  respond because t h e r e  was a 
l o t  o f  d i s i n f o r m a t i o n .  l' 

--3o-- 

PressLer  nominat ion 
s t a t u s  is  unchanged 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
9 129 /a9 

HOUSTON (BPI--The s t a t u s  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  nomination o f  Paul  P r e s s l e r  t o  head t h e  f e d e r a l  
O f f i c e  o f  Government E t h i c s  is  unchanged, d e s p i t e  c o n f l i c t i n g  r e p o r t s  abou t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
nomination by P r e s i d e n t  Bush. 

Repor t s  have c i r c u l a t e d  t h e  nomination h a s  been dropped, b u t  they  have been coun te red  by 
o t h e r  rumors h e  s t i l l  i s  i n  t h e  running f o r  t h e  f e d e r a l  p o s t .  

P r e s s l e r  t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  Sept .  29: "The s t a t u s  ( o f  t h e  nominat ion)  i s  t h a t  I have n o t  
been o f f e r e d  t h e  job ,  and I have n o t  decided t o  a c c e p t  i t  i f  i t  is o f f e r e d .  

"The s t a t u s  h a s  n o t  changed b u t  h a s  become a  l i t t l e  muddier wi th  t h e  r e p o r t e d  l e a k s . "  

I n  l a t e  J u l y ,  newspapers r e p o r t e d  P r e s s l e r ,  a Houston a p p e a l s  c o u r t  judge and v i c e  c h a i r m n  
o f  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Convention Execut ive  Committee, was be ing  cons ide red  f o r  t h e  top  
government e t h i c s  p o s t .  

Other  r e p o r t s  began t o  s u r f a c e  about  a  month l a t e r ,  say ing  P r e s s l e r  was t o o  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  
f o r  t h e  job because  o f  t h e  r o l e  h e  h a s  played i n  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  resurgence  i n  t h e  SBC. The 

' r e p o r t s  have been coun te red  by White House comments t h a t  h e  s t i l l  i s  b e i n g  cons ide red .  

The FBI t a l k e d  t o  a number of  Southern B a p t i s t s ,  and r e p o r t s  were made concern ing  t h e  
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  judge. However, t h e  FBI d e c l i n e d  t o  d i s c l o s e  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of  i t s  f i n d i n g s .  

"The o n l y  way we w i l l  r e l e a s e  in fo rmat ion ,  o u t s i d e  o f  p r e s s  r e l e a s e s  on major  s t o r i e s ,  i s  
when t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  deceased  o r  a p r ivacy  waiver  h a s  been o b t a i n e d , "  s a i d  C h r i s  Glenn o f  t h e  
F B I ' s  freedom o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e .  

P r e s s l e r  t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s ,  1'1 have been d i s a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  obvious  u g l i n e s s  o f  t h o s e  i n  
t h e  conven t ion  who have been engaged i n  rumor and innuendo." 

P r e s i d e n t i a l  p e r s o n n e l  d i r e c t o r  Chase Untermeyer d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  c a l l s  from B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
when t h e  SBC news s e r v i c e  c a l l e d  seek ing  a c o n c l u s i v e  r e p o r t  on P r e s s l e r l a  s t a t u s .  

Likewise ,  t h e  White House p r e s s  s e c r e t a r y ' s  o f f i c e  d e c l i n e d  comment, r e f e r r i n g  c a l l s  t o  t h e  
o f f i c e  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  c l e r k  o f  t h e  White House. The c l e r k ' s  s t a f f  members s a i d  no paperwork 
had been f i l e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  nomination of  P r e s s l e r .  

--30-- 

B a p t i s t  t e a c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
r e t u r n  t o  China p o s t s  By Michael Chute 9 /29 /89 

HONG KONG (BP)--Southern B a p t i s t  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  have r e t u r n e d  t o  China a f t e r  l e a v i n g  
t h e  n a t i o n  fo l lowing  t h e  June  4 m i l i t a r y  crackdown on s t u d e n t  p r o t e s t e r s  i n  B e i j i n g l s  Tiananmen 
Square.  

The t e a c h e r s ,  sponsored by t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  a i d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  Cooperat ive  S e r v i c e s  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  jo ined  mast o t h e r  f o r e i g n e r s  i n  l e a v i n g  China a f t e r  t h e  crackdown. Chinese  
s t u d e n t s  a t  most u n i v e r s i t i e s  boyco t ted  classes, c l o s i n g  o u t  t h e  s p r i n g  semester a month e a r l y .  
Cooperat ive  S e r v i c e s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a l s o  cance led  i ts  summer language i n s t i t u t e s .  

The 52 CSI t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  i n - t h i s  f a l l ' s  group comprise t h e  l a r g e s t  number a s s i g n e d  
' 

t o  China by t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  i ts  four-year  e x i s t e n c e .  The 46 t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  
group t o p  by n e a r l y  one- th i rd  las t  y e a r ' s  t o t a l  o f  35. The s i x  s t u d e n t s  doub le  las t  y e a r ' s  
f i g u r e .  

--more-- 
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F i g u r e s  quoted i n  China ' s  o f f i c i a l  P e o p l e l s  Dai ly  newspaper i n d i c a t e d  CSI t e a c h e r s  make up 
n e a r l y  one- four th  o f  t h e  205 English-language t e a c h e r s  from t h e  United S t a t e s  and Canada working 
i n  Chinese  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  t h i s  f a l l .  

CSI i n c r e a s e d  t h e  number o f  i ts  China pe rsonne l  as o t h e r  send ing  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  reduced t h e i r  
commitments t o  China. CSI accep ted  Chinese educa to rs '  r e q u e s t s  t o  f i l l  s l o t s  vaca ted  by some 
o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a l t h o u g h  CSI o f f i c i a l s  i n s i s t e d  they  a r e  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  undercu t  t h e  work of 
o t h e r  groups.  

CSI p e r s o n n e l  are s c a t t e r e d  throughout  21 c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  10 Chinese 
p rov inces .  But o f f i c i a l s  dec ided  n o t  t o  a s s i g n  pe rsonne l  t o  remote r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  coun t ry  
because t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  China s t i l l  is tense .  

"Our e x p e r i e n c e  seems t o  be unique even among C h r i s t i a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s , "  s a i d  Jack  Shelby,  
CSI ' s  Hong Kong-based a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  llThere seems t o  be a drop-off i n  t h e  number o f  people 
want ing t o  g o  t o  China t h i s  yea r . "  

Four t e a c h e r s  who i n i t i a l l y  reques ted  CSI sponsorsh ip  dropped o u t  of  t h e  program May 31, 
f i v e  days  b e f o r e  t h e  Tiananmen Square  i n c i d e n t .  These were t h e  only c a n c e l l a t i o n s  r e p o r t e d  by 
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and a l l  were u n r e l a t e d  to e v e n t s  i n  China. One-third o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  group of  
t e a c h e r s  t a u g h t  i n  China l a s t  y e a r ,  as  a l l  t e a c h e r s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a n o t h e r  y e a r  r e t u r n e d .  

However, t h e  Chinese  government canceled t h e  United S t a t e s 1  F u l b r i g h t  s c h o l a r  exchange 
Program i n  r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  U.S. government 's  suppor t  o f  t h e  Chinese pro-democracy movement. 
F u l b r i g h t  s c h o l a r s  s l a t e d  f o r  China a r e  s t u d y i n g  i n  o t h e r  Asian n a t i o n s .  The B r i t i s h  u n i v e r s i t y  
system a l s o  dec ided  n o t  t o  send s t u d e n t s  o r  t e a c h e r s  t o  China. 

Some o r g a n i z a t i o n s  have c u r t a i l e d  t h e i r  China involvement a s  a p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Chinese 
government 's  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  s tuden t - l ed  demonstra t ions .  Others  have exper ienced 
c a n c e l l a t i o n s  o r  had d i f f i c u l t y  s e c u r i n g  a p p l i c a n t s  a f t e r  t h e  Tiananmen Square  i n c i d e n t .  

"Some peop le  f e e l  o u r  p resence  ( i n  c h i n a )  may be used f o r  propaganda s a i d  
Shelby. llWe d o n ' t  want t h a t  t o  happen, b u t  i f  i t  happens,  t h a t ' s  t h e  t r a d e - o f f .  Our enhanced 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  Chinese  peop le  outweighs any propaganda g a i n s  o r   consideration^.^^ 

CSI a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  huddled d u r i n g  t h e  summer i n  Hong Kong t o  d i s c u s s  f u t u r e  e f f o r t s  i n  China 
and what t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  crackdown would be.  They concluded t h a t  "we a r e  i n  China 
a s  g u e s t s  o f  t h e  Chinese  government and t h e  Chinese people.  CSI is  t h e r e  t o  h e l p  and t o  s e r v e  as 
f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  Chinese  peop le ,  l1 Shelby r e l a t e d .  

"It i s  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  u s  t o  p r o t e s t  any th ing ,  o r  t o  s i t  i n  judgment upon t h e  government 
o r  peop le ,  o r  t o  p u n i s h  them. I f  we withdrew our  people  o r  c u r t a i l e d  o u r  involvement now, i t  
would f i r s t  o f  a l l  b e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  o u r  r o l e  i n  China. Secondly,  t h e  peop le  h u r t  would be  t h e  
Very ones  we ' re  t h e r e  t o  h e l p ,  namely t h e  s t u d e n t s . "  

CSI o f f i c i a l s  expressed  guarded optimism concerning work i n  China,  encouraged by t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  number o f  t e a c h i n g  s l o t s  opened t o  t h e i r  t eachers .  

"We a r e  g o i n g  back under  our  o r i g i n a l  mot iva t ion :  through our  p resence  t h e r e ,  t o  s e r v e  
C h r i s t  among t h e  Chinese  p e o p l e , "  s a i d  C h a r l i e  Wilson, CSI e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  
China. 

"Bight now we're very  t h a n k f u l  t o  j u s t  be  t h e r e .  A t  t h e  beginning o f  t h e  summer, even our  
p resence  was i n  ques t ion . l l  

Even a t  t h e  end o f  August,  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  a r e t u r n  t o  China looked b leak .  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a t  
many Chinese  u n i v e r s i t i e s  postponed beginning d a t e s  f o r  c l a s s e s  s e v e r a l  t imes.  I n v i t a t i o n s  t o  
f o r e i g n  t e a c h e r s  from Chinese  o f f i c i a l s  lagged behind schedule .  CSI l e a d e r s  worr ied t h a t  
t e a c h e r s  would n o t  have enough time t o  s e c u r e  v i s a s  once t h e  i n v i t a t i o n s  came. 

"There were many l o o s e  ends  abou t  a ss ignments , "  Wilson admit ted.  "We had t he  peop le ,  b u t  we 
d i d n ' t  have t h e  i n v i t a t i o n s .  A t  t h e  last  minute,  we had t o  change some ass ignments"  as 
i n v i t a t i o n s  came i n .  

--more-- 
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Both CSI and Chinese  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  concerned abou t - the  r e a c t i o n  Chinese  s t u d e n t s  and 
t e a c h e r s  might  have now toward f o r e i g n  t e a c h e r s .  

"Chinese e d u c a t o r s  are a n x i o u s  t o  do  e d u c a t i o n , "  s a i d  Wilson. "We want t o  h e l p  them do 
e d u c a t i o n .  What t h e y ' r e  u n s u r e  o f ,  and what w e t r e  unsure  o f ,  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which a  p o l i t i c a l  
e d u c a t i o n  campaign might  a f f e c t  o u r  academic work. 

"They ' re  concerned t h a t  any p o l i c y  changes  t h a t  might come down from B e i j i n ~  -- which wculd 
be more c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  meaning l e s s  open t o  reform and change -- might n e g a t i v e l y  a f f e c t  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between f o r e i g n  t e a c h e r s  and Chinese s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s . "  

Outwardly,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  China a p p e a r s  calm. However, s o u r c e s  s a i d  a n  u n d e r c u r r e n t  o f  
d i s c o n t e n t  r emains ,  The government h a s  p laced  some o f  t h e  blame on Chinese  e d u c a t o r s  f o r  t h e  
s t u d e n t  u n r e s t .  

A f ron t -page  e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  Guangming Da i ly  accused Chinese  t e a c h e r s  o f  u s i n g  c las s rooms  
t o  a d v o c a t e  "bourgeo i s  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n , "  t h e  term used f o r  Western i d e a s  and concep t s .  The 
P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  s a i d  welj.tismll and l l lack o f  r e a l i s m "  were t h e  r e a s o n s  s t u d e n t s  from 600 Chinese  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  were invo lved  i n  t h e  pro-democracy movement. The newspaper blamed t h e  Tiananmen 
Square  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  on s t u d e n t s 1  i d e o l o g i c a l  shortcomings.  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  r e g u l a r  c l a s s e s ,  s t u d e n t s  a r e  be ing  exposed t o  a n  i n c r e a s e d  emphasis on 
communist ideo logy .  Othe r  r e p o r t s  say  some f i r s t - y e a r  s t u d e n t s  must complete  m i l i t a r y  
as s ignments  b e f o r e  beg inn ing  t h e i r  s t u d i e s .  Also,  some upper -c lass  s t u d e n t s  have been r e l o c a t e d  
t o  r u r a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

Among measures  t a k e n  t o  a v e r t  renewed campus u n r e s t ,  Prime M i n i s t e r  L i  Peng r e v e a l e d  t h a t  
most of  t h e  35,000 r e c e n t  g r a d u a t e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  work on farms o r  i n  f a c t o r i e s  f o r  a y e a r  o r  
two b e f o r e  e n r o l l i n g  i n  g r a d u a t e  schoo l  o r  t a k i n g  jobs  i n  government o r  i n d u s t r y .  

The Shangha i  Educa t ion  Department s t a t e d  s t u d e n t s  cannot  a t t e n d  i l l e g a l  g a t h e r i n g s ,  marches 
O r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  and c a n n o t  p u b l i s h  j o u r n a l s  o r  form a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  s c h o o l  approva l .  

C S I t s  Hong Kong o f f i c e  h a s  hea rd  from a l l  CSI pe r sonne l  now i n  China,  and h a s  "no t  d e t e c t e d  
any s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  s e t t l i n g  i n  o f  t h i s  y e a r ' s  group and l a s t  y e a r ' s  g roup , "  
Shelby s a i d .  l1They1ve a l l  been r e c e i v e d  v e r y  c o r d i a l l y  by t h e  Chinese." CSI t e a c h e r s  i n  B e i j i n g ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  f o r e i g n  t e a c h e r s ,  were i n v i t e d  t o  a banquet  a t  t h e  G r e a t  Hall o f  t h e  People  
commemorating N a t i o n a l  Day Oct. 1 ,  h e  added. 

--3o-- 

B a p t i s t s  m i n i s t e r  i n  wake 
o f  s o u t h  Texas b u s  t r a g e d y  

F -  % r e  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Ken Camp 9/29/89 

DALLAS ( B P I - - I ~  t h e  d a y s  fo l lowing  a s o u t h  Texas schoo l  bus  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  c l a imed  t h e  l i v e s  
o f  20 c h i l d r e n ,  l o c a l  Texas B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  jo ined hands  w i t h  o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  comfor t ing  
g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  and c o u n s e l i n g  a  s h a t t e r e d  community. 

Three  c h i l d r e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  I g l e s i a  B a u t i s t a  Del Pueblo ,  o r  B a p t i s t  Church o f  t h e  Peop le ,  
i n  Miss ion  were on board  t h e  b u s  which c o l l i d e d  w i t h  a  t r u c k  and tumbled i n t o  a  w a t e r - f i l l e d  
g r a v e l  p i t  n e a r  Al ton  S e p t ,  21.  The wreck was s a i d  t o  be  t h e  wors t  s c h o o l  bus  a c c i d e n t  i n  Texas 
h i s t o r y .  

Ysenia  P e r e z ,  16 ,  d i e d  S e p t .  22 of i n j u r i e s  s u s t a i n e d  t h e  day b e f o r e .  J u a n  and J e s u s  
C u e l l a r  were i n j u r e d .  

About 300 p e o p l e  a t t e n d e d  a community wide memorial s e r v i c e  a t  Del Pueb lo  S e p t .  21,  s a i d  
P a s t o r  Juan  d e  l a  Garza.  The s e r v i c e  was t h e  f i r s t  o f  s e v e r a l  h e l d  i n  t h e  p o o r ,  predominant ly  
Hispan ic  community. 

Immediate ly  a f t e r  t h e  t r a g e d y ,  p a s t o r s  throughout  t h e  lower  Rio Grande V a l l e y ,  i n c l u d i n g  Ed 
G i l p i n  of  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Miss ion,  were c a l l e d  t o  c o u n s e l  family.members a t  l o c a l  
h o s p i t a l s  and t h e  temporary  morgue. 

--more-- 
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Area church  members p repared  meals f o r  g r i e v i n g  f a m i l i e s  and provided c h i l d  c a r e  f o r  
. .: 

, ' c h i l d r e n  whose p a r e n t s  were a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  o r  who were making f u n e r a l  arrangements .  

T h i r t y - f i v e  p a s t o r s  o f  c h u r c h e s  i n  Mission and neighboring communities met t o  p l a n  a 
community r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  t r agedy .  Working wi th  c i v i c  l e a d e r s  and t h e  l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  
m i n i s t e r i a l  a l l i a n c e  planned a n  in te rdenomina t iona l  community s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  Tom Landry Stadium 
i n  Miss ion,  

"Of c o u r s e ,  a l l  weekend e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  were c a n c e l l e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  scheduled 
Fr iday  n i g h t  f o o t b a l l  game," s a i d  G i l p i n .  "More than  12,000 people  a t t e n d e d  t h e  memorial 
s e r v i c e .  l1 

Richard Shahan, p a s t o r  of Conway Avenue B a p t i s t  Church i n  Miss ion,  was among abou t  PO 
m i n i s t e r s  who he lped  t o  l e a d  t h e  s e r v i c e .  S i n c e  h i s  church h a s  been involved i n  l e a d i n g  Vacat ion 
B i b l e  Schools  and Backyard B i b l e  Clubs i n  Al ton,  l a y i n g  t h e  groundwork f o r  a B a p t i s t  miss ion  i n  
t h e  t i n y  community, Shahan had a p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  

"The r u r a l  r o u t e  where t h e  c h i l d r e n  on t h e  bus  came from was w i t h i n  a ha l f -mi le  of t h e  s i t e  
where we had Vaca t ion  B i b l e  School , l l  h e  s a i d .  "Unfor tunate ly ,  we h a v e n ' t  been a b l e  t o  do much 
follow-up s i n c e  t h e  summer, s o  we have no way o f  knowing how many o f  t h e  k i d s  on t h e  b u s  may hzve 
a t t e n d e d  o u r  B i b l e  schoo l .  l1 

Like o t h e r  p a s t o r s  i n  t h e  lower Rio Grande Val ley,  Shahan had been e n l i s t e d  by t h e  l o c a l  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  t o  c o u n s e l  f a m i l i e s  who had been d e v a s t a t e d  by t h e  bus  wreck. H i s  w i f e ,  who h a s  
been working a t  t h e  Al ton  s c h o o l  a s  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  a t e a c h e r  on m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e ,  s a i d  many 
s t u d e n t s  s t i l l  a r e  numbed w i t h  shock a t  t h e  l o s s  o f  f r i e n d s  and s i b l i n g s ,  

"Somebody d e s c r i b e d  i t  a s  a d u l l ,  sad calm hanging over  t h e  schoo l , l t  Shahan s a i d .  "It 's  
been very  q u i e t  t h e r e  compared t o  normal." 

G i l p i n ,  whose wi fe  is  a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l  a t  Al ton J u n i o r  High School ,  h a s  counseled wi th  a 
number o f  t h e  t r o u b l e d  s t u d e n t s .  Most, h e  s a i d ,  j u s t  want t o  know, "Why?" 

1 1 1  t o l d  them t h a t  God d o e s  n o t  g i v e  u s  t h e  answers  t o  'why1 q u e s t i o n s .  Deuteronoffiy 29:29 
s a y s  t h a t  ' t h e  s e c r e t  t h i n g s  be long  t o  God, b u t  t h e  revea led  t h i n g s  be long  t o  u s , ' "  s a i d  G i l p i n .  

"1 t r i e d  t o  t e l l  them, 'We c a n  t r u s t  your  f r i e n d  i n t o  t h e  hands o f  a l o v i n g ,  j u s t  and f a i r  
God.' I t r i e d  t o  p o r t r a y  f o r  them what i t  means t o  be accep ted  i n t o  t h e  p resence  o f  t h e  Lord 
J e s u s .  

He s t r e s s e d  t h e  themes of  r e s u r r e c t i o n  and reun ion ,  a s s u r i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  they  would 
s e e  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  a g a i n  someday, G i l p i n  s a i d .  E s p e c i a l l y ,  he  found p r a y e r  w i t h  t h e  g r i e v i n g ,  
f r i g h t e n e d  young peop le  h e l p f u l .  

"Prayer  i s  overwhelming i n  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  q u i e t  a t roub led  s o u l , "  h e  s a i d .  

Although r e c o v e r y  w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t ,  G i l p i n  s a i d  h e  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  Miss ion,  Al ton and t h e  
su r round ing  a r e a  u l t i m a t e l y  could be s t reng thened  by t h e  t r agedy .  

"I b e l i e v e  we've l e a r n e d  a g r e a t e r  r e s p e c t ,  honor and a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  one a n o t h e r .  We 
p r e t t y  w e l l  s h u t  t h e  town down l a s t  week a s  everybody went t o  somebody's s i d e  t o  h e l p  them," h e  
s a i d .  

"Unless f u t u r e  l i t i g a t i o n  produces  ha rd  f e e l i n g s ,  t h e  people  o f  t h i s  community w i l l  be  a b l e  
t o  look back and s e e  how i n  t h e  mids t  o f  t h i s  t r agedy ,  people  jo ined hands i n  a way t h a t  
t r anscended  t r i v i a l i t i e s  and b rought  t h i s  l i t t l e  s e c t i o n  o f  s o u t h  Texas and t h e  world t o g e t h e r .  " 

--30-- 
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- G r i j a l v a  e l e c t e d  t o  head 
. Hispan ic  B a p t i s t  Seminary By O r v i l l e  S c o t t  

. . DALLAS (BPI--Joshua G r i j a l v a ,  67, o f  San Antonio, Texas,  a n a t i o n a l  c o n s u d a n t  f o r  e t h n i c  
l e a d e r s h i p  development w i t h  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board, h a s  been e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  

, of Hispan ic  B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary i n  San Antonio, by t h e  Texas B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Miss ions  
Commission. 

. . 

A San Antonio n a t i v e ,  G r i j a l v a  is former dean o f  t h e  seminary, which was t r a n s f e r r e d  back t o  
t h e  Texas B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Miss ions  Commission' last  y e a r  a f t e r  a s ix -year  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  
Southwestern B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas. 

Hispan ic  Seminary,  which t r a i n s  l e a d e r s  f o r  Hispanic  B a p t i s t  churches ,  o p e r a t e d  under  t h e  
S t a t e  Miss ions  Commission from 1963 t o  1982. Leobardo E s t r a d a ,  who r e t i r e d  a s  Texas B a p t i s t  
e t h n i c  m i s s i o n s  c o o r d i n a t o r  i n  1981, h a s  been i n t e r i m  p r e s i d e n t  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  p a s t  yea r .  

Hispan ic  Seminary i n c r e a s e d  i t s  enro l lment  from 87 s t u d e n t s  l a s t  f a l l  t o  94 t h i s  f a l l ,  wi th  
33 new s t u d e n t s ,  E s t r a d a  s a i d .  

James Semple, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Miss ions  Commission, s a i d :  "With t h e  Hispan ic  growth i n  
Texas,  one o f  o u r  pr imary needs  i s  f o r  s t r o n g  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  our  churches .  Hispan ic  Seminary w i l l  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  be  a n  i m p o r t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t r a i n i n g  t h e s e  leaders . l l  

Semple p r a i s e d  E s t r a d a  f o r  "an o u t s t a n d i n g  job a s  i t s  i n t e r i m  p r e s i d e n t "  and exp la ined  t h a t  
t h e  s e a r c h  committee chose  G r i j a l v a  "from a long  l i s t  o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  peop le  throughout  t h e  
coun t ry  because h e  i s  one o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  g r e a t  Hispanic  l e a d e r s  i n  m i n i s t e r i a l  t r a i n i n g  and 
educa t ion .  " 

G r i j a l v a  s a i d  Hispan ic  Seminary has a g r e a t  r o l e  t o  f u l f i l l  i n  t h e  Miss ion Texas 
evangelism/church-starting campaign g o a l  of  reach ing  every Texan w i t h  t h e  g o s p e l .  

"Unless w e  have  t r a i n e d  l e a d e r s ,  we'll n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  meet t h a t  g o a l , "  h e  s a i d ,  " A t  p r e s e n t  
r a t e s  o f  g rowth ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be  10 m i l l i o n  Hispan ics  i n  Texas by t h e  y e a r  2020. We must have a t  
l e a s t  2 ,000  more Hispan ic  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  by then." 

Along w i t h  t h e  seminary,  said G r i j a l v a ,  t h e  e t h n i c  l e a d e r s h i p  development c e n t e r s ,  under 
d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s i x  Southern  B a p t i s t  s e m i n a r i e s  and t h e  Home Mission Board, w i l l  p rov ide  t h e  
church l e a d e r s  t h a t  a r e  needed. 

G r i j a l v a  i s  f i e l d  d i r e c t o r  f o r  16 Texas l e a d e r s h i p  development c e n t e r s ,  w i t h  a t o t a l  
e n r o l l m e n t  o f  a b o u t  300 s t u d e n t s .  He e s t i m a t e s  t h e  number w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t o  20 c e n t e r s  w i t h  about  
500 e n r o l l e d  by January .  

G r i j a l v a  was appo in ted  by t h e  Home Mission Board i n  1941 as  a miss ionary  t o  Spanish-sgeaking 
peop le ,  s e r v i n g  as p a s t o r  o f  Antioch Mexican B a p t i s t  Church i n  San Antonio from 1941 t o  1955 and 
M e t r o p o l i t a n  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Denver, from 1956 t o  1962. He was dean o f  Hispan ic  Seminary from 
1962 t o  1981. 

He is  a g r a d u a t e  o f  Howard Payne U n i v e r s i t y ,  Brownwood, Texas; Southwestern Seminary; and 
Aus t in  P r e s b y t e r i a n  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary, Aus t in ,  Texas. 

G r i j a l v a  h a s  been as p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Mexican B a p t i s t  Convention o f  Texas, moderator o f  t h e  
Mexican B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  San Antonio and t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Annuity Board. 

He is t h e  a u t h o r  o f  2 1  books i n c l u d i n g  "His tory o f  Mexican B a p t i s t s  i n  Texas from 1881 t o  
1981 

G r i j a l v a  and h i s  w i f e ,  the  former Rosal inda Montes, have two c h i l d r e n .  
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