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CLC t r u s t e e s  e l e c t  Smith 
dur ing  ' q u i e t ,  calm' meeting By Louis Moore 

NASHVILLE (BPI--In t h e i r  annual  meeting, t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Chr i s t i an  L i f e  
Commission unanimously e l e c t e d  James A. Smith as t h e  o rgan iza t ion ' s  f i r s t  fu l l - t ime s t a f f  member 
based i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l .  

Smith, 24, was e l e c t e d  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C L C 1 s  Washington o f f i c e ,  e f f e c t i v e  Oct. 1. 
He w i l l  work with members o f  Congress and o t h e r  government l e a d e r s  on l e g i s l a t i o n  and o t h e r  
matters r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  CLC1s program assignment. 

P r i o r  t o  Jo in ing  t h e  CLC, Smith was d i r e c t o r  o f  r e sea rch  and communications f o r  t h e  U.S. 
House of  Representa t ives  Republican Study Committee. He is a 1987 p o l i t i c a l  sc ience  graduate  of  
Dallas B a p t i s t  Univers i ty  and was p re s iden t  o f  t h e  s choo l ' s  S tudent  Government Associat ion and 
founder and c h a i r  o f  i t s  chap te r  o f  S tudents  f o r  America. 

Chairperson Joe Atchison o f  Rogers, Ark., c a l l e d  t h e  Sept .  12-13 board meeting, which ended 
a day ear l ier  than  scheduled,  '*the q u i e t e s t ,  calmest and most product ive and cons t ruc t ive  s e s s ion  
i n  many years .  l1 

The commission has  been involved i n  controversy s i n c e  1986, when former Executive Direc tor  
Foy Valent ine  announced he was s tepping  down from t h e  pos t .  Conservat ive t r u s t e e s  complained 
t h a t  moderates t r i e d  t o  l l f ix" t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  Va len t ine ' s  successor  and opposed t h e  nomination 
of N. Larry Baker, who was e l e c t e d  16-13 i n  January 1987. 

A yea r  l a t e r ,  Baker survived a 15-15 vote  t o  f i r e  him but  resigned i n  t h e  summer o f  1988. 
Current  Executive D i rec to r  Richard D. Land was e l e c t e d  t h e  fol lowing September on a 23-2 vote.  

Land t o l d  t r u s t e e s  i n  t h e i r  l a t e s t  meeting the  commissionls r ecen t  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
have been reso lved  through llprudent management and wise s tewardship of  resources."  P r i o r  t o  
Land's e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  agency was more than  $80,000 i n  t h e  red ,  

The commission w i l l  end t h e  c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  year  Sept .  30 with all b i l l s  paid and about  
$60,000 r e s t o r e d  t o  i ts  ope ra t ing  r e se rve ,  Land s a i d .  

A t r u s t e e  committee, meanwhile, approved p r i n t i n g  a new commission pamphlet on abo r t i on  and 
set t h e  wheels i n  motion f o r  f i n a l  completion o f  a new four-par t  pamphlet s e r i e s  on AIDS. 

The a b o r t i o n  pamphlet was w r i t t e n  by Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board P re s iden t  Larry 
Lewis and e d i t e d  by CLC s t a f f .  CLC t r u s t e e s  approved t h a t  pamphlet with few changes, a l l  
approved by Lewis. 

T rus t ee s  and CLC s t a f f  members spen t  more than t h r e e  hours  i n  committee meetings e d i t i n g  t h e  
AIDS s e r i e s  l i n e  by l i n e .  The major i ty  o f  t h e  changes focused on t echn ica l  terminology used by 
t h e  writers. T rus t ee s  such as  Alma Ruth Morgan of B a r t l e s v i l l e ,  Okla., said they wanted t h e  
pamphlet t o  con ta in  words "people i n  t h e  pew w i l l  understand." 

Pub l i ca t i on  o f t h e  a b o r t i o n  and AIDS pamphlets are expected by November. 

I n  o t h e r  a c t i o n ,  t r u s t e e s :  

-- Voted unanimously to  name Richard Goodgame, a phys ic ian  and Southern B a p t i s t  medical 
missionary t o  Uganda, as r e c i p i e n t  of t h e  commission's 1990 Dis t inguished  Serv ice  Award. 

--more-- 



9/15/89 Page 2 B a p t i s t  Press 

Goodgame i s  considered an e x p e r t  on AIDS.  He i s  a  graduate  of  Vanderbi l t  Univers i ty  Sn 
Nashvi l le ,  earned a  doc to r  of medicine degree from Johns Nopkins Univers i ty  School of  Medicine i n  
Balt imore and a t t ended  Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theolagical  Seminary i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas. 

Before making t h e  dec i s ion  on Goodgame, t r u s t e e s  sought assurances ,  which they rece ived  from 
family and co l l eagues ,  t h a t  He is p r o - l i f e  i n  h i s  b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s .  

-- Approved a 1989-90 budget o f  $1,028,508, up $1 1,358 over  t h e  1988-89 budget. 

-- Recommended ask ing  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Executive Committee t o  i nc rease  t h e  CLCfs 
Cooperative Program un i f i ed  budget a l l o c a t i o n  by $310,850 during f i s c a l  1990-91. The requested 
a l l o c a t i o n  i s  $1,208,358, up from $897,508. 

The inc rease  is earmarked t o  al low t h e  commission t o  cont inue  i ts  work i n  promotion of 
hunger concerns,  expand i ts  Washington o f f i c e ,  add a  new person i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  marriage and 
family l i f e ,  i nc rease  t h e  number of  i s s u e s  o f  i t s  r egu la r  pub l i ca t i on  c a l l e d  Light  and start  a 
new e t h i c s  t e l e v i s i o n  program on t h e  ACTS network. 

-- Decided t o  g i v e  Land a  "sa la ry  adjustment  packagew of  $10,000. The adjustment  would 
inc rease  h i s  annual  s a l a r y  and b e n e f i t s  from t h e  c u r r e n t  $70,971.85 t o  $80,971.85. 

T rus t ee  Coy P r i v e t t e  o f  Raleigh, N.C.,  asked why Land was g e t t i n g  a r a i s e  o f  about  14 
pe rcen t  when s t a f f  membersf r a i s e s  f o r  t h e  yea r  were only about 5 percent .  

Rudolph C. Yakym Jr. o f  Mishawaka, Ind.,  responded t h a t  Land was h i r e d  when t h e  commission 
had a  d e f i c i t  and t h e  CLC was " i n  gene ra l  chaos and turmoi lw and t h a t  t h e  search  committee could 
not  o f f e r  him a  package lfcommensurate with o t h e r  (Southern ~ a p t i s t )  agency heads,  h i s  a b i l i t y  and 
h i s  educat ion."  Even wi th  t h e  r a i s e ,  Land s t i l l  would be t h e  third-lowest-paid Southern B a p t i s t  
execut ive  , he sa id .  

Morgan noted t h e  CLC gave Land h i s  o r i g i n a l  s a l a r y  because t h e  commission was " t ry ing  t o  set  
a  new precedent  f o r  agency heads." 

Atchison aff i rmed both arguments bu t  added t h a t  t h e  search  committee "wanted t o  cons ider  a  
r a i s e  when they could,  because of  t h e  s a l a r y  c u t  he took t o  come." 

James Paul  Wood o f  At lan ta  noted t h e  i nc rease  is an  adjustment  intended t o  c o r r e c t  a  base 
s a l a r y  t h a t  was s t a r t e d  t o o  low. "From here  on we would a n t i c i p a t e  more c o n s i s t e n t  r a i s e s  a c r o s s  
t h e  board ," he s a i d .  

-- Provided a l f r e loca t ion  reimbursement" t o  he lp  ea se  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t r a i n  on new employees 
who move t o  Nashvi l le  and must l e a s e  t h e i r  houses where they formerly l i v e d  a t  a Loss because t he  
homes cannot  be so ld  a t  f a i r  value.  

-- Voted t o  r e l e a s e  pub l i c ly  t he  s a l a r y  and b e n e f i t s  of t h e  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  bu t  t o  
r e l e a s e  only a  t o t a l  of  a l l  money spent  f o r  o t h e r  s t a f f  p o s i t i o n s ,  a long with t h e  number o f  
pos i t i ons .  

-- Approved changes i n  t h e  commissionfa s a l a r y  review po l i cy  and r e t i r emen t  plan.  

The s a l a r y  review po l i cy  w i l l  base annual  i nc reases  on c o s t  o f  l i v i n g ,  merit and s e r v i c e  t o  
t he  commission. The r e t i r emen t  po l i cy  a l lows  annui ty  con t r ibu t ions  t o  be p a r t i a l l y  vested on an 
employeefs behalf  beginning with t h e  f i r s t  yea r  o f  work. 

-- Approved l o c a t i o n  and t o p i c  f o r  t h e  CLC annual seminar i n  1991, t o  be i n  F o r t  Worth, 
Texas, March 25-27, wi th  a theme o f  "Stewardship and t h e  Environment: The B i b l i c a l  Path Between 
I d o l a t r y  and I r r e s p o n s i b l i t y . "  Commissioners caut ioned t h e  s t a f f  n o t  t o  inc lude  components of  
t h e  meeting t h a t  might be i n t e r p r e t e d  as condoning New Age r e l i g i o n .  

-- Approved sponsorship o f  a r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  conference, a consu l t a t i on  on drunk driving and 
a r e t r e a t  wi th  seminary e t h i c s  professors .  

-- Gave t h e  CLC s t a f f  a s tanding  ovat ion  f o r  work accomplished dur ing  the  previous year. 
--3o-- 
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Proposed p a s t o r s '  meet 
draws concern i n  Texas By Toby Druin d - 

DALLAS (BPl- -~he  Texas B a p t i s t  execut ive  board h a s  asked its o f f i c e r s  t o  express  concern t o  
a group o f  Texas B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  about  a proposed "pas to r s '  conference" scheduled on t h e  eve of 
t h e  annual  meeting o f  t h e  s t a t e  convention, scheduled Nov. 7-8 i n  Lubbock. 

The proposed p a s t o r s 1  conference con'flic ts with t h e  annual  meeting t imes o f  Texas B a p t i s t  
Men and Woman's Missionary Union, j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s t a t e  convention. I n  Texas, t h e  time p r i o r  
t o  t h e  annual  meeting t r a d i t i o n a l l y  has  been given over  t o  t h e  missions emphases o f  TBM and WMU. 

Chairman C.W. Bess, pas to r  of  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, Lewisvi l le ,  who s a i d  he  feared  " fo r  t h e  
s p i r i t  of  t h e  f e l l owsh ip , "  and Vice Chairman Leroy Pa t t e r son ,  pa s to r  o f  Memorial B a p t i s t  Church, 
Houston, were expected t o  sha re  t h e  "consensus of concernv o f  t h e  board with Rick Scarborough, 
Pas to r  of  Ret ta  B a p t i s t  Church, Burleson, who r e c e n t l y  r e l ea sed  p l ans  f o r  t h e  conference. 

I n  a news r e l e a s e  t o  Dallas-Fort  Worth media, Scarborough s a i d  t h e  conference,  had been 
organized by a "group of p a s t o r s w  and will be held i n  t h e  Lubbock Municipal Auditorium, Nov. 6 a t  
1:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

The r e l e a s e  l i s t e d  speakers  a s  Jack Graham, p a s t o r  o f  Prestonwood B a p t i s t  Church, Da l l a s ;  
Ralph Smith, p a s t o r  o f  Hyde Park B a p t i s t  Church, Aust in;  James T. Draper Jr,  , p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church, Euless ;  S tan  Coffey, pa s to r  o f  San J a c i n t o  B a p t i s t  Church, Amarillo; John D. 
Morgan, p a s t o r  of Sagemont B a p t i s t  Church, Houston; and Fred Wolfe, p a s t o r  of Cottage H i l l  
B a p t i s t  Church, Mobile, Ala. 

Texas B a p t i s t  Men and Woman's Missionary Union t r a d i t i o n a l l y  have met on t h e  day p r i o r  t o  
t h e  opening o f  t h e  annual  convention and i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  have a l t e r e d  t h e i r  format t o  accommodate 
t h e  Tuesday af te rnoon opening o f  t h e  convention. 

This  yea r ,  both t h e  TBM and WMU conventions begin Monday af te rnoon Nov. 6 and cont inue  
through noon Tuesday. The B a p t i s t  General convention o f  Texas convenes a t  1:40 p.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 7 .  

A t  t h e  Sept .  12 execut ive  board meeting i n  Da l l a s ,  Ed B. Bowles, p a s t o r  of Gaston Avenue 
B a p t i s t  Church, Da l l a s ,  a l though n o t  a board member, noted t h a t  i n  y e a r s  p a s t  s t e p s  had been 
taken t o  " p r o t e c t w  t h e  pre-convention days f o r  t h e  men's and women's meetings. 

Bowles asked i f  t h e  s tate convention l e a d e r s  concurred wi th  t h e  scheduling of  Scarborough's 
conference and inqui red  about  t h e  po l i cy  regard ing  pre-convention meetings. 

Executive D i rec to r  William M. Pinson Jr. sa id  no s t a t e d  po l i cy  e x i s t s .  "There is  no B a p t i s t  
pope t o  check wi th ,"  he s a i d .  

But Pinson noted t h e r e  h a s  been a "family understandingw t h a t  t h e  time be fo re  t h e  annual  
meeting i s  f o r  miss ions  as emphasized by TBM and WMU. He added t h e r e  may be a need t o  have a 
study regard ing  t h e  time period before  t h e  convention. 

The proposed conference "is a mat te r  f o r  prayer , "  Chairman Bess s a i d .  "Some of  u s  have 
worried about  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  fel lowshipw i f  t h e  conference i s  held.  

Scarborough t o l d  t h e  B a p t i s t  Standard,  newsjournal o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  General Convention o f  
Texas he and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  Coffey, had d iscussed  t h e  i dea  o f  a conference f o r  s e v e r a l  
months and Coffee had helped p u t  t oge the r  t h e  agenda. 

The conference was n o t  d iscussed ,  as has  been r epo r t ed ,  he s a i d ,  a t  t h e  meeting of  t he  
"Young C o n s e r v a t l ~ e s , ~  a t  F i r s t  Church o f  Euless  p r i o r  t o  t h e  June meeting o f  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention i n  Las Vegas. 

"We t a lked  about  i t  before  then  ' ( ~ u n e )  ," Scarborough said. "But t h a t  spur red  i t  on some, t h e  
i n t e r e s t  t hose  f e l l ows  showed and t h e  idea of  t r y i n g  something o f  t h i s  s o r t . "  

Scarborough, a former voca t iona l  e v a n g e l i s t ,  s a i d  he is aware o f  criticism t h a t  the proposed 
Texas p a s t o r ' s  conference is  of  a p o l i t i c a l  na tu re ,  b u t  added, "In t h e  environment we are i n  t h a t  
is unavoidable. 

--more-- 
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BGCT P re s iden t  J o e l  Gregory, pa s to r  o f  Travis  Avenue B a p t i s t  Church, F o r t  Worth, s a i d  t h e  
BGCT i s  n o t  a "connect ional  bodyt1 and h a s  no a u t h o r i t y ,  by h i s t o r i c  p o l i t y ,  " t o  t e l l  any group of 
b r o t h e r s  o r  sisters when o r  where they could meet and n o t  meet." 

He - sa id  he  f e e l s ,  however, i t  was unfor tuna te  Scarborough's conference had been scheduled a t  
a compet i t ive  time and had expressed h i s  concern t o  Scarborough. 

"We need t o  do a l l  we can n o t  t o  exacerba te  t h e  s i t u a t i o n , "  he  s a i d ,  ''to endeavor t o  keep 
the  u n i t y  o f  s p i r i t  i n  t h e  bond o f  peace." 

La t e r  i n  h i s  remarks t o  t h e  board i n  h i s  r o l e  as  p re s iden t ,  he s a i d  t h a t  l e s t  he be 
perceived as  dodging t h e  i s s u e  he wanted t o  no t e ,  "We have a 10-year long l abo ra to ry  i n  our 
n a t i o n a l  denomination t h a t  con f ron ta t i on  l eads  t o  e s c a l a t i o n ,  and we need t o  be concerned t h a t  
everyone have t h e  percept ion  o f  i nc lus ion  and no t  exc lus ion  from t h e  l i f e  of our s t a t e  
denomination. " 

TBM Pres iden t  Wilton Davis of  Dal las  and TBM Executive Direc tor  Bob Dixon sa id  they had met 
with Scarborough and o f f e r ed  t h e  p a s t o r s  time on t h e  TBM program, which they s a i d  had been 
a l t e r e d  t o  emphasize p raye r  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  awakening. They a l s o  suggested t h e  p a s t o r s  meet on 
Thursday. 

Davis and Dixon s a i d  they a r e  leaving  t h e  mat te r  " in  t h e  hands of  t h e  Lord." Davis, however, 
commented t h a t  p a s t o r s  schedul ing  a meeting during t h e  time of  t h e  TBM s e s s i o n s  "sends a  message 
t o  laymen t h a t  they don ' t  c a r e  what t he  laymen a r e  doing." 

Bennie S l ack ,  p a s t o r  of  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, Ga inesv i l l e ,  a t  f i r s t  moved t h a t  Executive 
board o f f i c e r s  speak t o  Scarborough about  t h e  board ' s  hes i tancy  regard ing  t h e  p a s t o r s 1  conference 
but  withdrew h i s  motion when i t  was suggested a c t i o n  o f  t h e  board would only e s c a l a t e  t h e  i s sue .  

In s t ead ,  Bess and Pa t t e r son  simply w i l l  r e l a y  t h e  board 's  consensus o f  concern. 
--lo-- 

Godsey nominates conse rva t ives  B a p t i s t  P re s s  
Tor Mercer t r u s t e e s  vacancy By Audrey Pos t  9 / 15 189 

ATLANTA (BPI --Mercer Univers i ty  's pres iden t  has  nominated t h r e e  conserva t ive  B a p t i s t  
m i n i s t e r s  t o  f i l l  one of Mercer 's t r u s t e e  s l o t s ,  apparent ly  a c o n c i l i a t o r y  g e s t u r e  t o  t h e  
Conservative-dominated Georgia B a p t i s t  Convention. 

The names o f  two o f  t h e  nominees Nelson P r i ce  o f  Mar ie t ta  and J e r r y  Mahan of Cedartown were 
announced Sept .  12 a t  a GBC execut ive  committee meeting i n  Atlanta.  The t h i r d  nominee i s  George 
Ba rne t t  o f  Mar ie t t a ,  according t o  Eugene Tyre, and execut ive  committee member and co-chairman of  
t h e  s p e c i a l  GBC panel  s tudying  Mercer 's f i n a n c i a l  problems. 

"One of those  t h r e e  w i l l  be chosen," Tyre s a i d .  

Mercer and t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t r u s t e e s  f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t - a f f i l i a t e d  u n i v e r s i t y  was t he  main 
top i c  a t  t h e  meeting. The Mercer Study Committee, which Tyre co-chaired with GBC Pres iden t  
Dwight (1ke) Reighard, presented i ts r e p o r t  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  formation o f  a 92-member GBC advisory 
board f o r  Mercer. 

Mercer P re s iden t  R ,  Kirby Godsey t o l d  t h e  crowd of  about  200 people a t t end ing  t h e  meeting 
t h a t  t h e  t r u s t e e s '  execut ive  committee has  agreed t o  pursue t h e  i dea  o f  an  advisory  board. F i r s t  
however, t h e  GBC must approve t h e  i d e a  a t  i t s  November convention, and t h e  board o f  t r u s t e e s  must 
endorse it  a t  i t s  December meeting. 

Reighard and Tyre s a i d  t h e  earl iest  such an advisory  board could be i n  ope ra t ion  would be 
l a t e  summer of e a r l y  f a l l  1990. 

"The board o f  v i s i t o r s  w i l l  provide an  e x c e l l e n t  forum f o r  t h e  d i s cus s ion  o f  i s s u e s  o f  
concern t o  Georgia B a p t i s t s , "  Tyre s a id .  "But I would a l s o  l i k e  very much f o r  t h e  Georgia 
B a p t i s t  Convention t o  have s t r o n g e r  i npu t  i n t o  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of t ru s t ee s . "  

--more-- 
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. . The GBC selects e a c h  t r u s t e e  from a l i s t  o f  t h r e e  submit ted.  Nine nominees f o r  t h r e e  s e a t s  
a r e  chosen by t h e  a lumni ,  t h e  r e s t  by a trustee committee based on recommendations from t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t .  

I n  i t s  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  GBC's Mercer Study Committee asked t h a t  t h e  
t r u s t e e  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  be changed s o  one- th i rd  a r e  nominated by t h e  t r u s t e e s ,  one- th i rd  by t h e  
a lumni  and one- th i rd  by t h e  GBC. 

A t r u s t e e  group t h a t  met w i t h  t h e  committee r e j e c t e d  t h e  p roposa l  which would invo lve  
changing Mercer ' s  c h a r t e r .  

The f i n a l  r e p o r t  p r e s e n t e d  Sep t .  1 no ted  t h e  board o f  t r u s t e e s '  r e f u s a l  t o  change t h e  
t r u s t e e  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  and urged t h e  t r u s t e e s  t o  nominate "persons  who a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  
o u r  e n t i r e  B a p t i s t  c o n s t i t u e n c y .  l1 

Two y e a r s  ago,  t h e  B a p t i s t  c o n s t i t u e n c y  was d iv ided  a t  t h e  s t a t e  convent ion  over  t h e  i s s u e  
of Mercer and i t s  l e a d e r s h i p .  The s o - c a l l e d  11Baptist showdown" began i n  October  of t h a t  y e a r  
w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i v e  layman Lee Rober t s1  mass-mail campaign d e t a i l i n g  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  he resy  and 
immoral i ty  on t h e  Mercer campus. 

Rober t s ,  a Marietta businessman, was t h e  most v i s i b l e  l e a d e r  i n  a n  e f f o r t  by B a p t i s t  
c o n s e r v a t i v e s  t o  g a i n  more c o n t r o l  over  t h e  way Mercer 's  t r u s t e e s  are chosen. 

A t  t h e  convent ion ,  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  t h r e a t  t o  Mercer by Roberts '  campaign swel led  t h e  r a n k s  of 
moderate messengers  from which t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  draws i t s  s t r o n g e s t  s u p p o r t e r s  who cla imed he  had 
defended Mercer ' s  academic freedom. 

However, when Mercerf  s f i n a n c i a l  woes -- about  $20 m i l i o n  i n  h idden  d e f i c i t s  and a lmos t  $8 
m i l l i o n  i n  u n d i s c l o s e d  shor t - t e rm l o a n s  -- came t o  l i g h t  i n  December, Godsey's l e a d e r s h i p  once 
a g a i n  became an i s s u e .  

The r e p o r t  p r e s e n t e d  Sep t .  12, and a c c e p t e d  by t h e  GBC e x e c u t i v e  committee acknowledged t h a t  
"many Georgia  B a p t i s t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  q u e s t i o n  whether o r  n o t  t h e  p r e s e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  can  l e a d  
Mercer o u t  o f  t h i s  f i n a n c i a l  crisis." 

However, no c a l l  was made f o r  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  Godsey, and no mention was made of 
escrowing G B C 1 s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  Mercer -- two o p t i o n s  t h a t  had been d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  
y e a r .  

A f t e r  t h e  meet ing,  Reighard s a i d  t h a t  escrowing t h e  e s t i m a t e d  $3 m i l l i o n  Mercer r e c e i v e s  
from Georgia  B a p t i s t  s o u r c e s  "was never  a n  o p t i o n  t h e  committee as a  whole looked a t .  There  was 
one wild-eyed f a n a t i c  -- me.'' 

'!But we have n e v e r  i n  my own church  t a k e n  Mercer o u t  o f  t h e  budge t , "  h e  cont inued.  "Some of  
u s  f e l t  f o r  a whi le  we (Georgia  B a p t i s t s )  were be ing  t o t a l l y  ignored i n  t h e  p rocess . "  

Reighard s a i d  h e  b e l i e v e s  a  GBC Board o f  V i s i t o r s  might h e l p  B a p t i s t s  f e e l  t h e i r  concerns  
are b e i n g  r e l a y e d .  

He mentioned a comment made by David Hudson, chairman o f  Mercer ' s  t r u s t e e  e x e c u t i v e  
committee,  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  people  whose o p i n i o n  matter r e g a r d i n g  Mercer's l e a d e r s h i p  are t h e  
trustees. 

"That ' s  a very  a r r o g a n t  ~ t a t e r n e n t . , ~ ~  Reighard s a i d .  lfI thought  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  drove i t  home 
p r e t t y  c l e a r l y .  l1 

Although Tyre and GBC e x e c u t i v e  committee chairman John B u t l e r  s a i d  they hope t h e  convent ion  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  push f o r  d i r e c t  nominat ion of t r u s t e e s ,  they  acknowledge it i s n ' t  l i k e l y  t o  
happen soon. Reighard was more b l u n t .  

"There 's  n o t  a s n o w b a l l ' s  chance i n  Jamaica," he  s a i d .  

Tyre s a i d  t h e  committee d i d  n o t  s e e k  t o  r e a c h  a consensus on t h e  q u s t i o n  o f  Godsey's 
continued l e a d e r s h i p ,  b u t  h e  noted t h e  "no conf idencen  votes of f a c u l t y  and s t u d e n t  g roups  and 
t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n s  o f  two t r u s t e e s  -- both  o f  whom c i t e d  t h e  b o a r d ' s  con t inued  backing o f  Godsey. 

--more-- 
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Reighard,  who h a s  c a l l e d  f o r  bo th  escrowing t h e  money and f i r i n g  Godsey, s a i d  h e  p e r s o n a l l y  
was d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h e  committee d i d  no t  t a k e  a s t r o n g e r  s t a n d .  

"Morris t h e  Cat  can  t a k e  l e s s o n s  from D r .  Godsey," h e  s a i d ,  laughing.  "He obvious ly  h a s  
more t h a n  n i n e  l i v e s .  l1 

--30-- 
P o s t  is a r e p o r t e r  f o r  t h e  Macon Telegraph and News. 

Vestal s t r e s s e s  b a s i c  themes o f  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  Southwestern r e v i v a l  By Chip Alford 9/15/89 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--As a new decade approaches ,  b e l i e v e r s  have no g r e a t e r  need than  t o  
r e d i s c o v e r  e s s e n t i a l ,  b a s i c  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  accord ing  t o  t h e  s p e a k e r  a t  Southwestern B a p t i s t  
Theo log ica l  Seminary 's  annua l  f a l l  r e v i v a l  i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas. 

"One r e a s o n  we have such  l i t t l e  impact on our  world is because we a r e  t o o  much l i k e  our  
world , l t  s a i d  Danie l  Vestal, p a s t o r  o f  Dunwoody B a p t i s t  Church i n  Suburban At lan ta .  "But i f  we 
w i l l  d i s c o v e r  what i t  means t o  b e  a d i s c i p l e  of J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  a f o l l o w e r  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  t h e n  
something w i l l  happen w i t h i n  u s  and w i t h i n  t h e  church t h a t  w i l l  impact t h i s  s e c u l a r ,  humanis t i c  
world. 

Seminary P r e s i d e n t  R u s s e l l  Di lday s a i d  s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y  t r u l y  were e x p e r i e n c i n g  a 
renewal.  

"You c a n ' t  r e a l l y  d e f i n e  i n  e x a c t  terminology what happens when r e v i v a l  is exper ienced  i n  an  
individual.  h e a r t  and l i f e ,  i n  a congrega t ion ,  o r  i n  a family o f  f a i t h  l i k e  t h e  seminary,  b u t  we 
know i t  when i t  happens,  and i t ' s  happening h e r e ,  l1 Dilday s a i d .  "That s p i r i t  and t h a t  newness o f  
commitment is beg inn ing  t o  e x p r e s s  i t s e l f  i n  remarkable ways a c r o s s  t h i s  campus. ( S t u d e n t s )  have 
expressed  t h a t  t o  me. I t 's  happening i n  t h e  c lass rooms ,  and i t ' s  happening i n  i n d i v i d u a l  l ives . l l  

Vestal. t o l d  t h e  seminary fami ly  t h a t  e s s e n t i a l ,  b a s i c  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n v o l v e s  a p e r s o n a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  concern f o r  t h e  e t e r n a l  s p i r i t u a l  w e l f a r e  of non-Chr i s t i ans ,  and 
a renewing change o f  h e a r t .  

" In  o r d e r  t o  become a d i s c i p l e  o f  Jesus C h r i s t ,  you must go beyond t h e  e x t e r n a l  observance 
of r e l i g i o u s  r i t u a l s  and r e l i g i o u s  r u l e s ,  and you must l e t  God d e a l  wi th  your h e a r t , "  Vestal 
s a i d .  llYou've n o t  o n l y  g o t  t o  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  t u r n  from t h e  s i n s  t h a t  you commit, t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
a c t s  o f  s i n ,  b u t  you must b e  w i l l i n g  f o r  Cod t o  change t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  your  h e a r t  s o  t h a t  you 
don' t want t o  do  t h o s e  s i n s  anymore." 

V e s t a l  a l s o  preached a message about  discouragement ,  which he  d e s c r i b e d  a s ,  " t h e  g r e a t e s t  
b a t t l e  t h a t  you w i l l  f i g h t  i n  your  min i s t ry . "  

"When you g e t  d i scouraged ,  you ' re  n o t  much good t o  anybody i f  you s t a y  t h e r e ,  " he  s a i d .  "You 
go  through t h e  motions ,  b u t  your  h e a r t ' s  n o t  the re . "  

People  g e t  d i scouraged  because they  look a t  c i rcumstances ,  problems and people  from a 
"human, f r a i l ,  s i n f u l  v a n t a g e  point , ' l  h e  s a i d .  For  a change o f  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  b e l i e v e r s  need t o  
"go t o  t h e  sanc tuaryf1  t o  worship God and d i s c o v e r  h i s  goodness ,  he  added. 

V e s t a l  a l s o  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  most impor tan t  weapons C h r i s t i a n s  have a g a i n s t  s p i r i t u a l  
w a r f a r e  -- t h e  word o f  God and prayer .  He encouraged s t u d e n t s  t o  f i n d  a ' ' tent  of  meeting1+ l i k e  
Moses had t o  meet God f a c e  t o  f a c e ,  l e a r n  h i s  ways and e x p e r i e n c e  h i s  g l o r y .  

" Y o u l l l  be  no b e t t e r  i n  your  m i n i s t r y  t h a n  you a r e  i n  your p r a y e r  l i f e , l l  h e  s a i d .  

Vestal said h e  was impressed by t h e  commitment h e  sensed  from ,seminary s t u d e n t s  n o t i n g ,  "1 
have a real  f e e l i n g  t h a t  God is  s t i r r i n g  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  and minds o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  i n  a way t h a t  
is going  t o  have  some lasting impact, l l  h e  s a i d ,  

Doug Fa lknor ,  a theo logy  s t u d e n t  from H u n t s v i l l e ,  Texas ,  s a i d  he was moved n o t  o n l y  by t h e  
r e v i v a l  messages, b u t  by t h e  p o t e n t i a l  he saw i n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g .  

--more-- 
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"Close t o  t h e  beginning of  one o f  the s e r v i c e s  I was looking over  t h e  balcony and see ing  a l l  
t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  men and women, s ing ing  and worshiping God," he s a id .  "It r e a l l y  made me r e a l i z e  
t h e  impact t h a t  t he se  people a r e  going t o  have on t h e  n a t i o n  and on t h e  world. T t h ink  I had 
been see ing  ( t h e  r e v i v a l )  more from a se l f -centered  p o s i t i o n  before  t h a t ,  but  when 1 could see  
t h e  v i s i o n  t h a t  God has  f o r  h i s  people he re ,  my pe r spec t ive  changed." 

Ves ta l  o p t i m i s t i c  about fu tu re  1s' 
B a p t i s t  P re s s  

of  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention BY ~ c o t t  ~ o l l i n s >  9/15/89 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BPI--Reconciliation wi th in  t h e  f r ac tu red  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention is 
s t i l l  p o s s i b l e ,  according t o  a 1988 candida te  f o r  t he  SBC presidency. 

Daniel Ves t a l ,  p a s t o r  o f  Dunwoody B a p t i s t  Church i n  suburban At lan ta  and t h e  moderate 
candida te  f o r  t h e  SBC presidency l a s t  June,  expressed h i s  optimism dur ing  a v i s i t  t o  Southwestern 
B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas. Ves t a l  was on t h e  seminary campus Sept .  12-15 
speaking a t  t h e  s c h o o l l s  annual  r e v i v a l  meeting. 

Ves t a l ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  s t i l l  is poss ib l e  i n  t h e  14.8-million-member SBC w i l l  
guide h i s  d e c i s i o n  regard ing  another  a t tempt  a t  t h e  SBC presidency when t h e  convention meets i n  
New Orleans i n  June,  he s a id :  " I ' m  s t i l l  very much concerned about t h e  convention, and I have 
not  g iven  up on r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  and whatever I do i n  terms o f  t h e  f u t u r e  is with t h e  aim o f  r e a l  
r e c o n c i l i a  t i on .  

"I r e a l l y  want a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  i n  t h i s  denomination. Whatever I do i n  terms of  my personal  
involvement i n  t h e  denomination, I ' m  going t o  work f o r  t h a t .  That1 s going t o  be my goal ."  

While Ves ta l  has  been v i s i b l e  on t h e  SBC p o l i t i c a l  f r o n t  f o r  t h e  p a s t  yea r ,  he s a i d  he 
at tempted t o  avoid those  i s s u e s  dur ing  t h e  r e v i v a l  a t  Southwestern. 

" I ' m  no t  na ive  t o  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  the  controversy i n  t h e  convention and t o  rea l  ~ ~ n f l i ~ t , "  
Ves ta l  s a i d .  "But I ' v e  t r i e d  t o  preach t h i s  week about t h e  b i b l i c a l  t r u t h s  t h a t  t ranscend a l l  
controversy and c o n f l i c t  and t h a t  f o r t i f y  you f o r  l i f e ,  f o r  m i n i s t r ~ . ' ~  

His sermons dur ing  t h e  week focused on e t e r n a l  t r u t h s ,  " t h a t  which is t r u e  now, t h a t  which 
is t r u e  yes te rday  and is going t o  be t r u e  tomorrow," he s a i d .  "1 t r i e d  t o  focus on t h a t  which is 
e t e r n a l l y  t r u e  because I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  t he se  seminary s tuden t s  w i l l  do t h a t ,  God's going t o  
guide them through controversy.  

"God's going t o  u se  them t o  r e so lve  ( t h e  SBC) controversy but  even more than t h a t ,  God's 
going t o  u se  them i n  t h i s  world." 

Ves t a l ,  who grew up i n  Fo r t  Worth and received two degrees from Southwestern, s a i d  the  
r e v i v a l  a t  t h e  seminary was a " s p i r i t u a l  renewing time f o r  me personal ly .  I have sensed on t h i s  
campus a g r e a t  hunger and yearning f o r  t h e  t h ings  of  God. 

"I sense  an  openness t o  t h e  messages, an openness t o  commitment, and I have a r e a l  f ee l i ng  
t h a t  God i s  s t i r r i n g  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  and minds of  t he se  s t u d e n t s  i n  a way t h a t  i s  going t o  have 
some l a s t i n g  impact ." 

That impact,  Ves t a l  s a i d ,  w i l l  be f e l t  throughout t h e  SBC. The seminary s t u d e n t s  encountered 
a r e  tlserious-minded and they a r e  thoughtful .  They are in t ense .  I have n o t  sensed a f r i v o l i t y  o r  
s u p e r f i c i a l i t y  bu t  a r e a l  i n t e n s i t y .  

"I have g r e a t  hope f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  of t h i s  denomination, and p a r t  o f  t h a t  hope is conveyed i n  
a deeper  walk with God, a g r e a t e r  passion f o r  t h e  l o s t  and a g r e a t e r  commitment t o  C h r i s t  as 
Lord, l1 

Southeas te rn  h i r e s  B a p t i s t  P re s s  
Brock a s  PR d i r e c t o r  9/15/89 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BPI--Paul T. Brock has been named d i r e c t o r  o f  pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s /  
communication a t  Southeas te rn  B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary i n  Wake Fores t ,  N.C.. 

--more-- 
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Brock, dlF e c t o r  o f  pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s  f o r  Colorado C h r i s t i a n  Univers i ty  i n  Denver, r ep l aces  
Rodney V. Byard, who res igned  i n  1988. 

Brock i s  a n a t i v e  o f  Memphis, Tenn., and a graduate  o f  Union Univers i ty  i n  Jackson, Tenn. 
and o f  Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas. 

He has  worked f o r  Southern B a p t i s t  Radio and Televison Commission, 1979-1982, and Foreign 
Mission Board, 1982-1985. 

He was d i r e c t o r  o f  pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s  f o r  Colorado B a p t i s t  Universi ty i n  Denver from 1986 t o  
1989, when t h e  school  was merged with Colorado C h r i s t i a n  College. 

Brock began h i s  new p o s i t i o n  with Southeastern Sept. 5 
--30-- 

BP CLARIFICATION 
B a p t i s t  P re s s  
9/15/89 

To c l a r i f y  t h e  con ten t  o f  t h e  s ta tement  adopted by the  s p e c i a l  c a l l e d  s e s s i o n  o f  t he  F lo r ida  
B a p t i s t  Convention, p l e a s e  r ep l ace  t h e  four th  paragraph o f  "Florida B a p t i s t s  adopt  abo r t i on  
s ta tement ,  s t r a t e g y ,  lf s e n t  9/12/89 with t h e  fol lowing t h r e e  paragraphs: 

The s ta tement  i s  t a rge t ed  a t  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  who w i l l  g a t h e r  i n  Tal lahassee  Oct. 10-13 a t  
Mart inez 's  r eques t  t o  cons ider  more r e s t r i c t i v e  abo r t i on  laws. The s ta tement  denounces t h e  
"casual  a t t i t u d e s  about  abor t ion"  contained i n  cu r r en t  laws. I t  does n o t  t ake  a s p e c i f i c  s tand 
on Mar t inez ' s  proposa ls ,  bu t  i n s i s t s  " the r i g h t  of  human l i f e  must be p ro t ec t ed  by t h e  s t a t e . "  

I n  o rde r  t o  minimize d iv i s ivenes s ,  F l o r i d a  l e a d e r s  s a i d ,  t h e  s ta tement  does no t  dea l  with 
which, if any,  excep t ions  t o  abo r t i on  a r e  morally permiss ib le .  I t  acknowledges t h e  r e a l i t y  and 
r i g h t  o f  disagreement among B a p t i s t s  on a b o r t i o n ,  then adds: "Nevertheless ,  we a r e  f a r  more 
uni ted  i n  our agreement t h a t  l e g a l  change is  needed than  we a r e  d iv ided  about some of  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t  c ircumstances about  which disagreement ex i s t s . "  

Af t e r  adopt ing  t h e  s ta tement  Friday n i g h t ,  1,092 messengers and v i s i t o r s  spen t  Saturday 
morning i n  workshops l e a r n i n g  how t o  i n f luence  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s .  

Thanks, BP 

NOTE TO EDITORS: For those  who wish t o  use  i t ,  we a l s o  are sending t h e  t e x t  of t he  
recommendation adopted by t h e  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  Convention. 

RECOWNDATION ON THE SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE 
F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Convention 

The F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Convention c o n s i s t s  o f  2,057 congregat ions wi th  more than  1 
m i l l i o n  members. 

We a r e  a d i v e r s e  people i n  almost  every way: t heo log ica l ly ,  s o c i a l l y ,  e t h i c a l l y ,  
geograph ica l ly ,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  and economically. 

We are an  independent people. We a r e  a nonh ie ra rch i ca l  convention, Soul  freedom and 
l i b e r t y  o f  conscience are among our most cher i shed  b e l i e f s .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  no i nd iv idua l  o r  group 
can e v e r  presume t o  speak f o r  a l l  Southern B a p t i s t s  i n  F lo r ida .  

A t  t h e  same time, F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t s  a r e  g r e a t l y  t roubled  by t h e  ca sua l  a t t i t u d e s  about 
a b o r t i o n  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  abo r t i on  law. F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t s  have c o n s i s t e n t l y  and 
f o r c e f u l l y  expressed oppos i t i on  t o  a b o r t i o n  on demand. 

While these  p r i o r  s ta tements  and a c t i o n s  are n o t  b inding  on t h e  conscience o r  p r a c t i c e  of  
any Southern B a p t i s t  member of  church i n  F l o r i d a ,  they do express  who we are as a people. 

We have had ou r  d i f f e r e n c e s  about  some of  t h e  circumstances i n  which abo r t i on  might be 
j u s t i f i e d .  Disagreements about t h e  mora l i ty  o r  immorality o f  a b o r t i o n s  i n  such cases as rape  o r  
i n c e s t  have been real. 

--more-- 
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Nevertheless ,  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t s  are f a r  more uni ted  i n  our agreement t h a t  l e g a l  change is  
needed than  we a r e  d iv ided  about  some of t h e  d i f f i c u l t  c ircumstances about  which disagreement 
e x i s t s .  Those a r e a s  of disagreement r ep re sen t  a minute percentage of  t h e  1.5 mi l l i on  abo r t i ons  
performed annual ly  nationwide. 

We b e l i e v e  human l i f e  t o  be sacred and t h a t  i t  begins  a t  conception. Among t h e  many t h r e a t s  
t o  t h e  p re se rva t ion  and development o f  human l i f e ,  abo r t i on  has  become a major t h r e a t .  The r i g h t  
o f  human l i f e  must be p ro t ec t ed  by t h e  s t a t e .  Thus, we c a l l  upon F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t s  t o  support  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  ach ieve  t h e  dramatic saving and nu r tu r ing  o f  human l i f e .  

I n  o rde r  t o  implement our  commitment t o  t h e  s a n c t i t y  of  human L i f e ,  we d i r e c t  t h e  Committee 
on Nominations t o  recommend t o  t h e  F lor ida  B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Convention, November 13-15, 1989, an  ad 
hoc committee o f  15 persons  t h a t  w i l l  p lan ,  with t h e  admin i s t r a t i ve  s t a f f  o f  t h e  F lo r ida  B a p t i s t  
Convention and t h e  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  Family M i n i s t r i e s ,  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  w i l l  fol low through on t h i s  
moral concern,  l e e . :  educa t iona l  ma te r i a l s  on C h r i s t i a n  s e x u a l i t y ,  c r i s i s  pregnancy c e n t e r s ,  
a d d i t i o n a l  homes f o r  unwed mothers, adoption,  f o s t e r  c a r e ,  and o t h e r  r e l a t e d  m i n i s t r i e s .  

Thanks, BP 

Donlt be ' b l i nd - s ided , '  
Drummond t e l l s  Southeas te rn  

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
9/15/89 

WAKE FOREST (BPI-- l l~e c a r e f u l  about being b l ind-s ided ,"  Southeas te rn  B a p t i s t  Theological  
Seminary P re s iden t  Lewis Drummond warned s tuden t s  and f a c u l t y  dur ing  t h e  Wake Fores t ,  N. C. ,  
s choo l ' s  39 th  opening convocation. 

Be reminded them of t he  Apostle Paul ' s  passage i n  t h e  book of Ph i l i pp i ans ,  t h a t  Chr i s t i ans  
need t o  "press  on t o  t h e  high c a l l i n g  of t h e  g o a l s  of t h e  p r i z e  i n  t h e  upper c a l l  o f  God i n  
C h r i s t  Jesus."  

Southeas te rn  s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y  need t o  " forge t"  some th ings  i f  they a r e  going t o  be a b l e  
t o  focus  on t h e i r  upward c a l l ,  he s a id .  "It's j u s t  a  good idea  t o  be a b l e  t o  s o r t  out  what can 
be changed and ought t o  be changed and the re fo re  you g i v e  your se l f  u t t e r l y  and completely t o  
t h a t .  But what c a n ' t  be changed, commit t o  t h e  grace  o f  God and f o r g e t  t h a t  which is behind. 

"Forget ou r se lves ,  l o s e  ourse lves ,  immerse ourse lves  I n  s e r v i c e  and commitment t o  Jesus 
Chr i s t .  Only then do we r e a l l y  become a r e a l  s e l f  i n  t h e  r i c h ,  deep sense  t h a t  God in t ends  f o r  
us  t o  experience."  Do n o t  g e t  caught up i n  p a s t  v i c t o r i e s  o r  d e f e a t s ,  he s a i d ,  no t ing  e i t h e r  
could a l low C h r i s t i a n s  t o  be  bl ind-sided and cause them t o  miss t h e  p r i z e .  

"He ( C h r i s t )  is our  goa l  -- n o t  his work, n o t  our  min i s t ry ,  n o t  a l l  those  t h ings  we do a s  
important ,  as v i t a l ,  as  c e n t r a l  a s  they are," Drummond s a i d .  "He himself  i s  our goa l  t he re fo re  
upon him, him alone, do we f i x  our gaze i n  f a s c i n a t i o n ,  f o r  he is f a sc ina t ing :  I n  wonder, f o r  he  
is a wonder; and i n  abso lu t e  love  and ado ra t ion ,  f o r  he is  tha t . "  

That concept  must be  r e f l e c t d  i n  t h r e e  a r e a s ,  he added: "Walk circumspect ly,  t h e  B ib l e  says.  
Know where you ' re  going. Keep your eye on t h e  goa l .  Watch each s t ep . "  

Second, a  c o r r e c t  C h r i s t i a n  walk r e s u l t  i n  witnessing f o r  Chr i s t .  "It is e t e r n a l l y  wise t o  
win souls ,11 he  explained.  " I f  t h a t  sounds t oo  p ious  o f  too  sen t imenta l ,  f r i e n d ,  you need t o  walk 
more c i rcumspect ly ,  Because a  walk with Jesus C h r i s t  r e s u l t s  i n  a l i f e  of w i tnes s  f o r  J e sus  
Chr i s t .  l1 

Thi rd ,  fol lowing C h r i s t  commands r e s u l t s  i n  v i c t o r y ,  he concluded: "When you p r e s s  towards 
t h e  goal,  when you s t r a i n  forward t o  t h a t  which is ahead . .. you win. I s n ' t  i t  going t o  be grand 
when our  Lord h i m s e l i  p lucks  from t h e  bank of t h e  celestial s tream two o r  t h r e e  s t r a n d s  o f  
l a u r e l ,  p l a i t s  them toge the r ,  c i r c l e s  them, binds them up i n  h i s  cord o f  love ,  p l aces  i t  on our 
brow and s a y s ,  l Well done good and f a i t h f u l  se rvant .  ' " 

Li fe  i s  n o t  an  end le s s  t r a c k ,  and a consummation time is coming, when t h e  p r i z e  w i l l  be  
g iven  t o  the v i c t o r s ,  Drummond promised. "It's a l l  yours  i n  C h r i s t  Jesus .  Don't l e t  l i f e  b l i nd -  
s ide  you. Keep your eye, look i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n ,  keep your eyes  on him." 

--30-- 
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'Show must g o  o n ,  
h u r t  v o l u n t e e r  s a y s  By E r i c  M i l l e r  ,,) 4 m A  

JOHANNESBURG, Sou th  A f r i c a  (BP)--southern B a p t i s t  m i s s i o n  v o l u n t e e r  Jim Moore h a s  been p u t  
back t o g e t h e r  w i t h  screws, p l a t e s ,  casts ,  s t i t c h e s  and p rayer .  

The van h e  was d r i v i n g  t h e  n i g h t  o f  Aug. 13 i n  Malawi r a n  i n t o  a n  ox c a r t .  He s u f f e r e d  a  
f r a c t u r e d  s k u l l ,  arm, wrist, l e g  and f o o t ,  A passenger  i n  t h e  c a r t  was k i l l e d .  

Moore, 31, o f  E lko ,  Nev., is a g e o l o g i s t .  We a r r i v e d  i n  Malawi i n  May t o  spend a y e a r  
p r o v i d i n g  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  and d i r e c t i o n  of  a w e l l - d r i l l i n g  and i r r i g a t i o n  p r o j e c t  t h a t  could 
r e s u l t  i n  c l e a n  w a t e r  f o r  3 ,000  peop le  i n  seven  v i l l a g e s .  

" I ' m  n o t  o u t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  y e t , "  h e  s a i d  i n  a t e l e p h o n e  i n t e r v i e w  from Johannesburg,  South 
Africa. "The show must g o  on." He s a i d  h e  planned t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  by l a t e  September.  

The a c c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  as h e  d rove  home from a p r o j e c t  meet ing w i t h  government o f f i c i a l s  and 
v i l l a g e r s .  The l i g h t s  o f  a n  oncoming v e h i c l e  b l i n d e d  him and h e  f a i l e d  t o  s e e  t h e  ox c a r t ,  which 
h e  h i t ,  c a u s i n g  t h e  van t o  c a v e  i n  on him. 

Moore, n o t  f u l l y  c o n s c i o u s  a f t e r  t h e  wreck, was t r a p p e d  i n s i d e  t h e  van and was b l e e d i n g  
badly.  Rescuers  b e l i e v e d  h e  a l r e a d y  was dead,  b u t  t h e y  c u t  away m e t a l  t o  remove him from t h e  
wreckage and took  him t o  a c l i n i c .  The seat b e l t  and s h o u l d e r  h a r n e s s  h e  was wear ing p robab ly  
saved h i s  l i f e ,  Moore s a i d .  Two v i l l a g e r s  r i d i n g  i n  t h e  van w i t h  him s u s t a i n e d  no i n j u r i e s .  

A v i l l a g e  church  c o n g r e g a t i o n  prayed through t h e  n i g h t  f o r  Moore. 

O f f i c i a l s  w i t h  t h e  American Embassy and Malawi government he lped  t r a n s f e r  Moore from Malawi 
t o  a Johannesburg h o s p i t a l  where h e  cou ld  g e t  s p e c i a l i z e d  c a r e .  Moore was scheduled f o r  s i n u s  
s u r g e r y  S e p t .  12. An i n d e n t i o n  from t h e  s k u l l  f r a c t u r e  w i l l  r e q u i r e  cosmet ic  s u r g e r y  l a t e r  on. 

The w a t e r  p r o j e c t ,  on h o l d  u n t i l  Moore r e t u r n s ,  w i l l  p r o v i d e  10 wells f o r  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  and 
c r o p  i r r i g a t i o n .  J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d ,  government o f f i c i a l s  had approved t h e  
p r o j e c t  and v i l l a g e r s  had a g r e e d  t o  p r o v i d e  l a b o r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s a n d ,  s t o n e  and b r i c k s  f o r  wells. 
Sou thern  B a p t i s t  F o r e i g n  Miss ion Board funds w i l l  pay f o r  hand pumps and p i p e s .  

The Chikwawa District,  where t h e  p r o j e c t  is  l o c a t e d ,  h a s  d r y  s e a s o n s  d u r i n g  which c r o p s  w i l l  
n o t  grow w i t h o u t  i r r i g a t i o n ,  Moore s a i d .  V i l l a g e r s  l a c k  d r i n k i n g  water, s u f f e r  from v i t a m i n  
d e f i c i e n c i e s  and g e t  i n f e c t i o n s  because o f  s h o r t a g e s  o f  b a t h i n g  wate r .  

While w a i t i n g  t o  ge t  back t o  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  Moore's a t t i t u d e  h a s  been l l e x c e l l e n t , l l  s a i d  Sandy 
Cordes ,  a c l o s e  f r i e n d  from Elko who c a l l s  him r e g u l a r l y .  Moore, s i n g l e ,  h a s  worked f o r  o i l  and 
mining companies as a g e o l o g i s t .  He had wondered how he c o u l d  u s e  h i s  s k i l l s  f o r  t h e  Lord and 
was p l e a s e d  when h e  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  Malawi p r o j e c t  p o s i t i o n ,  Cordes s a i d .  

Moore, who s u f f e r e d  headaches  f o r  two weeks a f t e r  t h e  wreck, s a i d  h e  may someday seek  a 
c a r e e r  i n  m i s s i o n s .  

A s  f o r  a t t i t u d e ,  " I ' v e  been up and down -- g e n e r a l l y  up -- wondering why and what t h e  Lord 
h a s  i n  t h i s , "  s a i d  Moore, who h a s  sc rews  and p l a t e s  i n  an arm and a  leg, l 'Therels  a purpose ,  and 
something good w i l l  come o u t  o f  t h i s  i n  my l i f e  and t h e  p r o j e c t  and t h e  p e o p l e  i t  a f f e c t s .  

"God wants  u s  t o  have  f a i t h  i n  him more t h a n  a n y t h i n g ,  and h e ' s  i n  c o n t r o l  no matter what 
happens,"  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  s a i d .  "He u s e s  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  h i s  good and purpose and he t e a c h e s  u s  
th rough  it. I ' m  j u s t  f o l l o w i n g  him." 

--30 -- 
R e s t o r e  t h e  b i b l i c a l  r o l e  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
o f  l a i t y ,  t a s k  f o r c e  urged By Mark Wingfie ld  9/15/89 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BPI--Churches have llpooped p a s t o r s  and p a s s i v e  pewsn because they  have 
d i s t o r t e d  t h e  r o l e s  o f  l a i t y  and c l e r g y ,  a marke tp lace  evange l i sm e x p e r t  s a i d .  

--more-- 
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P e t e  Hammond, d i r e c t o r  o f  marke tp lace  evangel ism f o r  I n t e r v a r s i t y  C h r i s t i a n  Fe l lowsh ip ,  
spoke t o  a Sou thern  B a p t i s t  t a s k  f o r c e  s t u d y i n g  evange l i sm i n  t h e  workplace.  The marke tp lace  
evangel ism t a s k  f o r c e ,  which h a s  met t h r e e  times t h i s  y e a r  a t  Midwestern B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  
Seminary i n  Kansas C i t y ,  is c o o r d i n a t e d  by t h e  l a y  evangel ism depar tment  o f  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  
Home Mission Board. 

Because o f  t h i s  c l e r g y - l a i t y  d i s t o r t i o n ,  " p a s t o r s  a r e  now a d d i c t e d  t o  power and 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s  a r e  a d d i c t e d  t o  p a s s i v i t y , "  h e  exp la ined .  " T h a t l s  why we have pooped p a s t o r s  and 
p a s s i v e  pews. " 

Hammond c a l l e d  o n  p a s t o r s  t o  " c l o s e  t h e  gap between t h e  world  of t h e  B i b l e  and t h e  world o f  
r e a l  p e o p l e , "  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  is  a book abou t  l a y  m i n i s t e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  abou t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
c l e r g y .  

"We have  s u c c e s s f u l l y  convinced t h e  pew sit ters t h a t  90 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  peop le  i n  t h e  B i b l e  
work f o r  t h e  Home Miss ion  Board o r  t h e  Fore ign  Miss ion Board as f u l l - t i m e ,  pa id  r e l i g i o u s  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s , "  Hammond s a i d .  "That i s  a l i e . "  

I Hammond s a i d  h i s  own s t u d y  o f  B i b l e  c h a r a c t e r s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t :  

-- 75 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  major  c h a r a c t e r s  of t h e  B i b l e  never  h e l d  a r e l i g i o u s  job. Most h e l d  
common j o b s  i n  a r e a s  s u c h  as  e o n t r u c t i o n ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  and household s e r v i c e .  

I -- 25 p e r c e n t  had c r i m i n a l  r e c o r d s .  

I -- 25 p e r c e n t  were a l i e n s ,  immigrants  and re fugees .  

"Do t h e  p e o p l e  i n  o u r  pews f i n d  themselves  i n  t h e  B i b l e  because o f  our  preaching?"  Hammond 
asked p a s t o r s  i n  t h e  group.  "Our peop le  need t h i s  connec t ion .  God wants t o  d i s p l a y  h i s  power 
through nobodies ,  b u t  we have t r i c k e d  t h e  kingdom i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  God wants  t o  work on ly  through 
somebodies. " 

Hammond urged  p a s t o r s  t o  r e d i s c o v e r  t h e  B i b l e  as  a book f u l l  o f  working people .  "We need t o  
knock t h e  B i b l e  s a i n t s  o f f  t h e i r  p e d e s t a l s  and p u t  them i n  work c l o t h e s  our  people  can  i d e n t i f y  
w i t h , "  h e  s a i d .  

D a r r e l l  Robinson, new v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  HMB1s evangel ism s e c t i o n ,  echoed t h i s  thought .  
" B a p t i s t s  a t  one time r e a l i z e d  t h e r e  was n o  d i s t i n c t i o n  between c l e r g y  and l a i t y .  We've s h o r t -  
c i r c u i t e d  t h a t  i n  r e c e n t  times." 

The p a s t o r ' s  r o l e  i s  t o  unders tand  S c r i p t u r e  and l e a d  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t o  i n t e r p r e t  i t  i n  
light o f  t h e i r  m a r k e t p l a c e s ,  Hammond s a i d .  

A s  a n  example o f  how t o  accomplish t h i s ,  Hamrnond s a i d  h e  w i l l  n o t  p reach  i n  any church  now 
w i t h o u t  a l l o w i n g  f o r  a  r e s p o n s e  by a l a y  pe rson  immediate ly  a f t e r  h i s  message. 

Hammond and Robinson s a i d  a b e t t e r  unders tand ing  of the r o l e  o f  l a i t y  i n  m i n i s t r y  would 
change t h e  c h u r c h ' s  evangel ism p r a c t i c e s .  

"We are o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  a view of  evangel ism t h a t  our  primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  t o  h i r e  a few 
v e r b a l  Rambos who are t o  gun t h e  world  down w i t h  t h e  g o s p e l , "  Hammond s a i d .  "We e x a l t  one form 
of evangel ism as t h e  o n l y  form o f  evangelism.ll  

That  one t e c h n i q u e  w i l l  n o t  b e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e  marke tp lace ,  h e  s a i d .  "We l i v e  i n  a 
c u l t u r e  o f  l o n e l y ,  h u r t i n g  peop le  whose d e s p e r a t e  need i s  n o t  a n  i d e o l o g y  b u t  a r e l a t i o n s h i p . "  

Robinson added: flEvangelism i s  n o t  s imply a program we d e s i g n .  It is t h e  n a t u r a l  
e x p r e s s i o n  of a C h r i s t - f i l l e d  body. 

"We have t h e  team i n  p l a c e  t o  r e a c h  America f o r  C h r i s t .  Bu t  t h a t  mighty army needs  t o  be 
awakened. " 

The t a s k  f o r c e  i s  d e v e l o p i n g  a denomination-wide emphasis on  marke tp lace  evangel ism t h a t  
w i l l  be  l aunched  i n  t h r e e - y e a r  p i l o t  p r o j e c t s  beginning i n  Boston i n  1990 and Los Angeles  i n  
1991. 

--30-- 
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'Marketplace evangelism1 d e f i n e s  
movement underway, obse rve r s  say  By Mark Wingfield 

KANSAS C I T Y ,  Mo. (BPI--In South Ca ro l i na ,  a businessman and f r i e n d  i n v i t e  an  a s s o c i a t e  t o  
lunch one day n o t  t o  t a l k  about  bus ines s ,  but  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n  testimony. 

In ano the r  s t a t e ,  an  a u t o  mechanic l ooks  beyond t h e  e a r s  he  works on t o  see t h e i r  owners, 
people he  p l a n t s  s eeds  o f  t h e  gospe l  wi th  a s  he  changes o i l  and a l i g n s  wheels.  

I n  Georgia ,  a woman t a k e s  neighborhood c h i l d r e n  i n t o  h e r  home a f t e r  school  u n t i l  t h e i r  
p a r e n t s  come home from work. She bakes cookies  f o r  them and r e a d s  them B i b l e  s t o r i e s .  

None o f  t h e s e  Southern B a p t i s t  l aypeople  considered themselves min i s t e r s .  I n  f a c t ,  a l l  
t h r e e  were shocked when in t roduced  t o  t h e  concept  o f  l1marketplace evangelism" by members of 
Southern B a p t i s t s '  marketplace evangelism t a s k  force.  

The t a s k  f o r c e ,  coord ina ted  by t h e  Home Mission Board 's  l ay  evangelism department ,  is  
developing a denomination-wide emphasis on marketplace evangelism t h a t  w i l l  be  launched i n  t h r ee -  
yea r  p i l o t  p r o j e c t s  i n  Boston i n  1990 and Los Angeles i n  1991. 

Simply de f ined ,  marketplace evangelism i s  "what we do every day when we're  n o t  involved i n  
formal church a c t i v i t i e s , "  says Ruth Lackey. She and h e r  husband, Herman, a r e  members of F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church i n  Midwest C i ty ,  Okla., and s e r v e  on t h e  t a s k  force .  

"There a r e  l o t s  o f  people who a r e  a c t i v e  i n  marketplace evangelism and have no idea t h a t  
they a r e , "  s a y s  J i m  P i e r c e ,  a layman from Metropoli tan B a p t i s t  Church i n  Cambridge, Mass. P i e r c e  
and h i s  w i f e ,  Eunice, a r e  a l s o  t a s k  fo r ce  members. 

"Marketplace evangelism is very  much a p a r t  of S c r i p t u r e , "  P i e r c e  no tes .  "The whole B ib l e  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Hebrew r e l i g i o n  and t h e  Chr i s t i an  r e l i g i o n  were c a r r i e d  by ord inary  people i n  
t h e  p l a c e s  where they  worked. 

"We have s ecu l a r i zed  our  jobs and s epa ra t ed  them from our  f a i t h .  That  i s  heresy.  

"Our C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  i f  i t  is  genuine,  h a s  t o  a f f e c t  our  world. We have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  
C h r i s t i a n s  t o  s h a r e  C h r i s t  wi th  people whose l i v e s  we touch i n  our  workplace," he  says.  

The g o a l  o f  t h e  t a s k  fo r ce  is t o  promote marketplace evangelism by encouraging laypeople t o  
be bold w i tne s se s  and by reminding t hose  a l r e a d y  p r a c t i c i n g  i t  t h a t  they are m i n i s t e r s ,  according 
t o  I r a  C r a f t .  C r a f t  and h i s  w i f e ,  Be t ty ,  a r e  t a s k  f o r c e  members from F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of 
Columbia, S.C. He is a l s o  a member o f  t h e  SBC Executive Committee. 

"My prayer  i s  t h a t  from t h i s  t a s k  fo r ce ,  t he  l o c a l  church w i l l  d i s cove r  h e r  g i f t s  and h e r  
m i n i s t r i e s  i n  t h e  marketplace,"  Craft says.  "There are Southern B a p t i s t s  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  pews o f  
our  churches who a r e  s ay ing ,  'There ' s  g o t  t o  be more t o  it  than  coming on Sunday morning, Sunday 
n i g h t  and Wednesday n i g h t .  

Task f o r c e  members r e p o r t  t h e  marketplace evangelism emphasis i s  an  outgrowth o f  t h e  l a y  
renewal movement. 

"Marketplace evangelism is  a n a t u r a l  p rogress ion  from l a y  renewal ,"  Lackey expla ins .  
"Through l a y  renewal we r e a l i z e d  God h a s  c a l l e d  us. Now we're looking  a t  where he  has c a l l e d  
u s  ." 

Marketplace evangelism is n e i t h e r  new no r  unique t o  Southern B a p t i s t s ,  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  
members say.  

"Without our  knowing anyth ing  about  i t ,  God has been a t  work i n  t h e  l i v e s  of  people,t1 P i e r ce  
says .  "Marketplace evangelism was a l r e a d y  happening when we g o t  i n  on it. " 

"It i s n ' t  j u s t  Southern B a p t i s t s ,  i t ' s  C h r i s t i a n s , "  adds Mrs. Craf t .  "There's room f o r  
everyone. 

--more-- 
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But a s  America's l a r g e s t  P r o t e s t a n t  denomination, Southern B a p t i s t s  could become p o s i t i v e  
r o l e  models, she  says .  *'Southern B a p t i s t s  must accept  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and do  t h e i r  p a r t  
humbly. God has  u s  where we a r e  f o r  t h i s  time.ll 

The t a s k  fo rce  members a l s o  say they don ' t  want t o  develop another  denomational program. 

"This i s  no t  a program,ll Mrs. Craf t  says.  llIt's a movement o f  t h e  S p i r i t  of God. The 
movement o f  God is s o  r e a l .  1 hope we're n o t  going t o  l e t  i t  pass  by and no t  do something with 
it." 

--3o-- 

Dal l a s  church a i d s  Oregon mission,  B a p t i s t  P re s s  
f i nds  unexpected b l e s s i n g s  i n  g i v i n g  By Ken Camp 9/15/89 

DALLAS (BPI--The s c r i p t u r a l  promise t h a t  ''It i s  more b lessed  t o  g i v e  than t o  r ece ivev  has 
new meaning f o r  t h e  members of  Midway Road B a p t i s t  Church, Dal las ,  according t o  p a s t o r  Glenn 
Meredith. 

About 18 months ago,  r e a l i z i n g  they had outgrown t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  members of 
Midway Road B a p t i s t  Church s t a r t e d  a bu i ld ing  finance program. 

Af t e r  r a i s i n g  $50,000, church l e a d e r s  began meeting with a r c h i t e c t s .  Seve ra l  bu i ld ing  p l ans  
were p re sen ted ,  bu t  none seemed wholly acceptable .  

"We're on t h r e e  acres and o u t  o f  space. I j u s t  cou ldn ' t  see i nves t i ng  $1 m i l l i o n  i n  a 
bu i ld ing  t h a t  weld s t i l l  outgrow wi th in  a couple o f  years, ' '  s a i d  Meredith. "1 j u s t  d i d n ' t  have 
any peace about  i t .  

"I prayed, 'Lord, we need land. '  He answered, 'Give and i t  s h a l l  be g iven  t o  you. '"  

A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  Meredith r e c a l l e d  a l e t t e r  he had received from h i s  former p a s t o r  who was now 
se rv ing  a mission congregat ion near  Por t land ,  Ore. 

Scenic  View B a p t i s t  Church i n  Troutda le ,  Ore., which had been meeting i n  a school ,  needed t o  
purchase a bu i ld ing  s i t e .  Two a c r e s  were a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  Home Mission Board, bu t  t h e  property 
would c o s t  t h e  mission $50,000. 

"We had t h e  $50,000 i n  our  bu i ld ing  fund, and I f e l t  t he  Lord was t e l l i n g  me t h a t  we needed 
t o  g i v e  i t  t o  t h e  mission,  l1 s a i d  Meredith. *'But I s a i d ,  'God, i f  t h i s  i s  you, you're going t o  
have t o  t e l l  a whole bunch o f  o t h e r  people,  too. '" 

The next  morning, Meredith t o l d  t h e  chairman o f  deacons a t  Midway Road t h a t  he be l ieved  i t  
was God's w i l l  f o r  t h e  church t o  g i v e  i t s  e n t i r e  buLlding fund t o  t h e  mission i n  Oregon. 

To h i s  s u r p r i s e ,  t h e  deacon r e p l i e d ,  "I have a r e a l  peace t h a t  what you're  saying is  from 
t h e  Lord. l1 

A s h o r t  time l a t e r ,  t h e  p a s t o r  of  Scenic  View B a p t i s t  Church came t o  Midway Road t o  preach a 
previous ly  scheduled r e v i v a l .  During t h a t  week, 13 people made p ro fe s s ions  of  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t  
and t h r e e  o t h e r s  made commitments t o  voca t iona l  C h r i s t i a n  s e rv i ce .  

"But more than  t h a t ,  every n i g h t  i t  was as i f  t h e  Lord Je sus  had j u s t  opened t h e  door and 
walked i n  du r ing  t h e  song serv ice , l l  Meredith s a i d .  "The Lord Je sus  manifested himself  t o  h i s  
people.  l1 

Coming on t h e  h e e l s  o f  t h a t  r e v i v a l ,  Meredith shared with h i s  deacons t h e  idea  o f  donat ing 
t h e  church ' s  bu i ld ing  fund t o  t h e  Oregon mission congregation. The deacons voted unanimously t o  
recommend t h a t  a c t i o n  t o  t h e  church. 

"The nex t  Sunday morning, as I preached t o  t h e  congregat ion and t o l d  them what I be l ieved  
God was d i r e c t i n g  u s  t o  do, I could s e e  smiles come over  t h e  f a c e s  o f  our  people,ll Meredith 
s a i d .  ''I t o l d  them t o  go  home, pray about i t  and we'd come back t h a t  n i g h t  t o  d i s c u s s  it." 

--more-- 
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That  even ing ,  Midway Road had a two-hour b u s i n e s s  meet ing.  About t e n  minu tes  was taken  up 
w i t h  p r a c t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s .  The r e s t  of t h e  time was f i l l e d  w i t h  t e s t i m o n i e s  by members who t o l d  
how t h e y  f e l t  g i v i n g  t h e  money t o  t h e  Oregon miss ion  was God's w i l l  f o r  t h e i r  church.  The church  
t h e n  vo ted  unanimously by s e c r e t  b a l l o t  t o  make t h e  g i f t .  

By t h a t  time, S c e n i c  View a l r e a d y  had r a i s e d  $10,000, so Midway Road agreed  t o  g i v e  them t h e  
needed $40,000. 

Soon a f t e r w a r d ,  a woman who had been  v i s i t i n g  Midway Road came t o  Meredi th  e x p r e s s i n g  t he  
d e s i r e  t o  do  something s p e c i a l  f o r  t h e  church.  She t h e n  wro te  a check f o r  $35,000. A few days  
l a t e r ,  a n o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  made a $5,000 g i f t  t o  t h e  church.  

"Within t h r e e  weeks a f t e r  t h e  church  vo ted  t o  g i v e  away t h e  b u i l d i n g  fund,  e v e r y  c e n t  was 
r e p l a c e d , "  Meredi th  s a i d .  "There is such  an overwhelming joy i n  being a b l e  t o  obey t h e  Lord. 

"God is l o o k i n g  f o r  people th rough  whom h e  can d i s p l a y  H i s  g l o r y .  We j u s t  need t o  b e  
committed t o  do ing  h i s  work h i s  way, t o  c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  him i n  p r a y e r  and t h e n  t o  s t e p p i n g  out  
i n  f a i t h . "  

--3o-- 


