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"1 t h i n k  one o f  t h e  main r e a s o n s  Southern B a p t i s t s  l o s e  s o  many people  is because  o u r  
evangel ism h a s  t o o  long  focused o n  d e c f s i o n s  and n o t  d i s c i p l e s ,  l1 s a i d  Roy Edgemon, d i r e c t o r  o f  
t h e  church  t r a i n i n g  depar tment .  "A d e c i s i o n  is only one element of many i n  t h e  g o a l  o f  s e e i n g  
People  become d i s c i p l e s  and r e s p o n s i b l e  church members. 

"I b e l i e v e  t h a t  d i s c i p l e s h i p  b e g i n s  a t  t h e  a l t a r  wi th  w e l l - t r a i n e d  c o u n s e l o r s  who c a n  
c l e a r l y  h e l p  a  pe r son  f i n d  t h e  b i b l i c a l  answers t o  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  needs." 

One o f  t h e  s i x  church t a s k s  a s s igned  t o  church t r a i n i n g  is t o  o r i e n t  new members f o r  
r e s p o n s i b l e  church membership. 

To combat t h e  downturn,  churches  should r e a c h  new members and c o n v e r t s  a t  t h r e e  p l a c e s :  
c o u n s e l i n g  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  a d e c i s i o n ,  e x t e n s i v e  b i b l i c a l  t r a i n i n g  fo l lowing  a d e c i s i o n  t o  accep t  
C h r i s t  and new-member t r a i n i n g  i n  B a p t i s t  d o c t r i n e  and church p o l i t y ,  Smith s a i d .  I 

"These methods probably  w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t  b r i n g i n g  people  back i n t o  t h e  church who have 
a l r e a d y  dropped out,11 Smith s a i d ,  "but i t  w i l l  stem t h e  flow of  r e s i d e n t  i n a c t i v e  membership." 

For c o u n s e l i n g  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  d e c i s i o n ,  Smith suggested churches  u s e  t h e  church t r a i n i n g  
depar tment  r e s o u r c e ,  Commitment Counseling Manual. The S u r v i v a l  K i t  f o r  New C h r i s t i a n s  i n  a d u l t ,  
youth  and c h i l d r e n ' s  e d i t i o n s  shou ld  be used wi th  new C h r i s t i a n s ,  a s  well as "The Meaning of 
Church Membership S e r i e s w  w i t h  new C h r i s t i a n s  and new church members, h e  sa id .  B a s i c s  f o r  New 
B a p t i s t s  is a church t r a i n i n g  r e s o u r c e  f o r  new members due o u t  i n  January 1990 f o r  peop le  j o i n i n g  
B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  from o t h e r  denominations.  

" A l l  o f  u s  want t o  s e e  an i n c r e a s e  i n  d e c i s i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  bap t i sms ,  b u t  somewhere we have 
t o  b e  e q u a l l y  concerned abou t  wha t ' s  happening t o  t h o s e  we b a p t i z e , "  Smith s a i d .  " P r e s e n t l y ,  
one-half  o f  t h o s e  we b a p t i z e  a r e  u l t i m a t e l y  being l o s t  from t h e  miss ion  and m i n i s t r y  of t h e  
church.  
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European B a p t i s t  g a t h e r i n g  
s u r p a s s e s  p r e v i o u s  marks 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
7/28/89 

BUDAPEST, ~ u n g a G  (BPI--More t h a n  5,000 people  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e  European B a p t i s t  
F e d e r a t i o n  Congress  i n  Budapest ,  Hungary, making i t  t h e  l a r g e s t  f e d e r a t i o n  g a t h e r i n g  e v e r .  

Congress  p a r t i c i p a n t s  came from every  coun t ry  o f  western  Europe and Eas t  Germany, Poland,  
Czechoslovakia ,  t h e  S o v i e t  Union and, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime,  B u l g a r i a .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  a l s o  came f rom 
as f a r  away a s  Ghana, t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  and Cuba, as well as t h e  United S t a t e s .  I 

The opening s e s s i o n  i n c l u d e d  an  address  by Hungary's Na t iona l  Assembly p r e s i d e n t ,  Matyas 
Szuros ,  who p r a i s e d  B a p t i s t s ,  e x p l a i n i n g  they  a r e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  i n  making needed l l s t r u c t u r e s  o f  a 
new s o c i e t y . "  He spoke  a p p r e c i a t i v e l y  o f  t h e  l lvalues  o f  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  model i n  
B a p t i s t  churches .  " I 

The p r e s i d e n t ' s  speech was p r a i s e d  by Janos  Viczian,  h imse l f  a member o f  t h e  Hungarian 
Par l i ament .  He is p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  11,000-member Hungarian B a p t i s t  Union. "Our p o l i t i c a l  
s i t u a t i o n  h a s  changed,'! V i c z i a n  s a i d .  V e  have a  r e a l  reform s i t u a t i o n  i n  Nungary.ll 

E v a n g e l i s t  B i l l y  Graham was scheduled t o  a d d r e s s  tkle J u l y  29 c l o s i n g  s e s s i o n  -- a s p e c i a l  
e v a n g e l i s t i c  r a l l y  i n  t h e  Peop le ' s  Stadium expec ted  t o  draw a s  many as 150,000 p a r t i c i p a n t s .  
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Graphic v i o l e n c e  o n  t e l e v i s i o n :  
HOW shou ld  C h r i s t i a n s  r e spond?  By Teresa Dickens 
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B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
7/28/89 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (BP)--American t e l e v i s i o n  viewers have been exposed t o  t h e  h o r r o r  o f  
c i v i l  u n r e s t  i n  recent weeks as news b r o a d c a s t e r s  have  shown the r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  b loodba th  i n  
China. Viewers have  seen b e a t i n g s ,  dead bodies -- most of them bloody -- and i n  one  i n s t a n c e ,  
t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  a Chinese  s o l d i e r  af ter  he had been t i e d  t o  a bus  by the neck and s e t  a f i r e .  1 
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On a n o t h e r  news b r o a d c a s t ,  v iewers  heard t h e  t a p e  record ing  o f  a F l o r i d a  boy's c d l  t o  911 
i n  which h e  t o ld  t h e  e v e n t s  of a c c i d e n t a l l y  shoo t ing  h i s  younger sister. I n  a t e r r o r - s t r i c k e n  
vo ice ,  h e  r e c a l l e d  f i n d i n g  h i s  dad ' s  gun, po in t ing  i t  toward h i s  s i s t e r  and, n o t  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  
gun was loaded ,  p u l l i n g  t h e  t r i g g e r .  Before  a r e s c u e  team could a r r i v e ,  t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l  d i e d .  

On a prime-time news show, viewers  saw t h e  s t o r y  o f  an I n d i a n a  woman who had been bea ten  b y .  
h e r  husband. She was f i r s t  seen  i n  a taped i n t e r v i e w ,  beaf ing s c a r s  o f  a s e v e r e  b e a t i n g ,  t e l l i n g  
p o l i c e  t h e  sequence o f  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  a t t a c k .  Even tua l ly ,  v iewers  saw h e r  body l y i n g  on t h e  f r o n t  
lawn o f  a ne ighbor ' s  house,  where h e r  husband f i n a l l y  caught  up with  h e r  and b e a t  h e r  t o  dea th .  

Such v i o l e n c e  on t e l e v i s i o n  comes Prom t h e  evening news and a prime-time news show, n o t  to 
mention shows such as "Hunter,  ll " I n  t h e  Heat of  t h e  Nightn and "China Beach," t o  name a few. 

Violence h a s  always been a p a r t  o f  s o c i e t y ,  bu t  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  it h a s  inc reased  markedly, 
r e s e a r c h e r s  r e p o r t .  Some of  them a t t r i b u t e  a l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h a t  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  of v i o l e n c e  on  
t e l e v i s i o n .  

Thomas Radecki,  a p s y c h i a t r i s t  and chairman and r e s e a r c h  d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  Na t iona l  C o a l i t i o n  
on T e l e v i s i o n  Violence,  r e p o r t e d :  "Since 1956, when TV f i r s t  became v i o l e n t ,  murder has 
i n c r e a s e d  300 p e r c e n t  p e r  c a p i t a ,  r a p e  500 p e r c e n t  and a s s a u l t s  600 p e r c e n t  p e r  c a p i t a .  
T e l e v i s i o n  is  worse today t h a n  e v e r  before .  F o r t y  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  TV and f i l m  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
c o n t a i n s  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  p h y s i c a l  v io lence ,  u s u a l l y  i n  a glamorized o r  e x c i t i n g  format;. 

"Te lev i s ion  and f i l m  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  i s  one o f  t h e  most impor tan t  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  
fo rmat ion  o f  v a l u e s  and behaviors ."  Noting t h a t  f ami ly ,  p e e r s  and schoo l ing  a r e  t h e  o t h e r  major 
f a c t o r s ,  h e  added, "How we choose t o  e n t e r t a i n  o u r s e l v e s  and o u r  c h i l d r e n  p l a y s  a major r o l e  i n  
who we are and who we become." 

Based on h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  Radecki made s e v e r a l  s t a r t l i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  about t e l e v i s i o n  viewing: 

-- The average  pe rson  c u r r e n t l y  watches t e l e v i s i o n  24 h o u r s  p e r  week and l i s t e n s  t o  r a d i o  an 
a lmost  e q u a l  amount o f  t ime. 

-- The average American c h i l d  wi th  p q  c a b l e  and/or a VCR i n  t h e  home w i l l  w i t n e s s  32,000 
murders,  40,000 a t t empted  murders and a q u a r t e r - m i l l i o n  t o t a l  a c t s  of  v i o l e n c e  by age 1 8 .  

-- A t  c u r r e n t  ra tes ,  t h e  average person w i l l  never w i t n e s s  a r e a l - l i f e  murder i n  h i s  o r  h e r  
l i f e t i m e  b u t  w i l l  see more t h a n  70,000 on en te r t a inment  TV. 

-- Prime-time t e l e v i s i o n  c u r r e n t l y  is averaging nine a c t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  p e r  hour ,  and 
Hollywood movies average  24  a c t s  p e r  hour. 

-- Forty-one c a r t o o n  s e r i e s  have been developed s i n c e  1982 t o  h e l p  s e l l  l i n e s  o f  war toys. 

J o e  S h e l t o n ,  chairman o f  t h e  department o f  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e  a t  Southwest B a p t i s t  
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  B o l i v a r ,  Mo., agreed with  Radecki, n o t i n g  t h a t  v i o l e n c e  seen  on t e l e v i s i o n  a f f e c t s  
v iewers  bo th  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  and phys io log ica l ly .  

Based on  a s t u d y  done by S h e l t o n  and a group o f  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  v iewers  t e s t e d  
b e f o r e  and a f t e r  watching v i o l e n t  films showed a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  and a g g r e s s i o n  
l e v e l ,  a long with an i n c r e a s e  i n  blood p r e s s u r e  and p u l s e  r a t e .  

Although t h e  f i n d i n g s  were i n s i g n i f i c a n t  from a s c i e n t i f i c  s t a n d p o i n t ,  S h e l t o n  s a i d  t h e  
f i n d i n g s  made one t h i n g  c e r t a i n :  "Watching v i o l e n c e  a f f e c t s  people.  "Our s tudy  
invo lved  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  time, and we saw a change i n  o u r  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  Just t h i n k  about  t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  an i n d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d  o f  time." 

S h e l t o n  noted two p o s s i b l e  r e s u l t s  of c o n s t a n t l y  viewing v io lence :  t h e  development o f  
v i o l e n t  b e h a v i o r  o r  apathy toward v io lence ,  a numbness. 

"The g r e a t e s t  danger  f o r  C h r i s t i a n s  is growing a p a t h e t i c , "  h e  s t r e s s e d .  "If you 
c o n s t a n t l y  view v i o l e n c e ,  you soon l o s e  sight of  i ts  s e r i o u s n e s s .  You are no l o n g e r  shocked by 
any th ing  you see .  

--more-- 
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"I b e l i e v e  t h a t  is  where we a r e  today. Most C h r i s t i a n s  watch v i o l e n c e  and never  t h i n k  about 
t h e  consequences i t  h a s  on  them.ll 

One q u e s t i o n  on which p s y c h o l o g i s t s  do n o t  agree  on is whether v io lence /aggress ion  is 
l e a r n e d  o r  i s  a n  i n n a t e  p a r t  o f  human na tu re .  Those who b e l i e v e  i t  i s  l e a r n e d  say i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  
born f r e e  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  and a c q u i r e  i t  a s  they  observe and consequent ly  model e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s .  

P r o p o ~ e n t s  o f  t h e  i n n a t e  theory  sugges t  an i n d i v i d u a l  i s  born with  an aggress ive  n a t u r e  and 
t h e  need f o r  e x p r e s s  t h a t  na tu re .  They say t h a t  is  why men enjoy c o n t a c t  s p o r t s ,  c a r  r a c i n g ,  
hun t ing  and f i s h i n g .  The l1learnedl1 t h e o r i s t s  coun te r  t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  e n j o y s  p a r t i c u l a r  s p o r t s  
because t h e i r  f a t h e r s  o r  o t h e r  r o l e  models d i d .  

Robert  Troutwine, a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  psychology and chairman of t h e  psychology 
depar tment  a t  William Jewel1 C o l l e g e  i n  L i b e r t y ,  b., combines t h e  two t h e o r i e s ,  sugges t ing  t h a t  
man i s  born wi th  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  n a t u r e ,  b u t  how h e  e x p r e s s e s  i t  i s  determined by h i s  environment.  

"Aggression is a p a r t  o f  human n a t u r e , "  h e  s a i d .  "Haw we e x p r e s s  o u r  aggress ion  is 
determined by what we s e e  modeled.ll 

For most y o u n g s t e r s ,  t h e  models i n c l u d e  p a r e n t s ,  p e e r s  and t h e  media, Troutwine noted,  
emphasizing t h a t  i n  many c a s e s  t h e  media h a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n f l u e n c e .  

"Chi ldren spend a n  average  o f  e i g h t  h o u r s  a day watching t e l e ~ i s L o n , ~ ~  compared t o  only  f i v e  
hours  o f  c lassroom time each day i n  s c h o o l ,  h e  s a i d .  "And s i n c e  v i o l e n c e  is t h e  primary way 
t e l e v i s i o n  d e a l s  w i t h  c o n f l i c t ,  i t  i s  easy  t o  s e e  why t e l e v i s i o n  h a s  such an I n f l u e n ~ e . ' ~  

L i k e  S h e l t o n ,  Troutwine s a i d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  danger f o r  most people  is becoming d e s e n s i t i z e d ,  
b u t  h e  a l s o  warned a g a i n s t  i s o l a t i o n :  "Paren t s  c a n ' t  i s o l a t e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  There i s  no way 
p a r e n t s  c a n  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  fo rever .  

n T e l e v i s i o n  c a n  b e  a g r e a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  t o o l .  " He suggested t h a t  t e l e v i s i o n  viewing s h o u l d  be 
a family e v e n t  fol lowed by i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  when needed. 

C h r i s t i a n s  should be very concerned about  t h e  amount o f  v i o l e n c e  on t e l e v i s i o n  and i n  
movies, s t r e s s e d  Larry  B r a i d  f o o t ,  g e n e r a l  counse l  f o r  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  
Commission. Not ing C h r i s t i a n s t  r e sponse  t o  "The Las t  Temptation o f  Chris t l1  and pornography, he  
s a i d :  " C h r i s t i a n s  should have t h e  same kind o f  concern over  how v i o l e n c e  is por t rayed .  

" 'Blessed a r e  t h e  peacemakersi  is t h e  b i b l i c a l  mandate concerning v io lence .  T h a t ,  a long 
with  t h e  non-violent  l i f e s t y l e  o f  J e s u s ,  is t h e  p a t t e r n  we a r e  t o  follow." 

The church c a n  have a  r o l e  i n  r e s o l v i n g  the problem, B r a i d f o o t  added: "One o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
m i n i s t r y  r o l e s  a  church could have is i n  t e a c h i n g  c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n .  Our s o c i e t y  has t a u g h t  u s  
t o  b e  i n  c o n t r o l .  The church  must t e a c h  u s  how t o  do it i n  a peacefu l  way." 

Along wi th  t h e  church ' s  r o l e  is  t h e  r o l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  c a n  play.  Radecki and Troutwine both 
. o f f e r e d  s u g g e s t i o n s  on what C h r i s t i a n s  c a n  do t o  h e l p  combat t h e  way v i o l e n c e  i n  por t rayed  i n  

s o c i e t y  . 
-- Model a non- o r  a n t i - v i o l e n t  l i f e s t y l e .  I n a p p r o p r i a t e  verbal  and p h y s i c a l  a c t i o n s  c a n  

t each  l lv io lence  is t h e  answer t o  c o n f l i c t , "  Troutwine warned. 

-- Monitor e n t e r t a i n m e n t  and r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t y .  Not on ly  should p a r e n t s  moni tor  what 
t e l e v i s i o n  programs t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  watch, bu t  a l s o  t h e  kind of  t o y s  they buy f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  
"It is  n o t  h e a l t h y  t o  t e a c h  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  p lay  war," Radecki emphasized. 

-- Become invo lved  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  i s s u e .  C h r i s t i a n s  c a n  w r i t e  l e t t e r s  t o  producers  
and networks  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  v i o l e n t  na tu re  o f  programming and t o  lawmakers i n  suppor t  of  
l e g i s l a t i o n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  i s s u e .  

We can d o  a l o t  i f  we d e c i d e  t o , n  remarked B r a i d f o o t ,  "but we must f i r s t  r ecogn ize  i t  as 
a problem." 

-. Radecki agreed:  What we d o  on o u r  own w i l l  n o t  be enough. But c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  o u r  e f f o r t s  
. c a n  h e l p  break the  c h a i n  o f  v io lence . "  

--3O-- 
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Gentle  b r e e z e s  o f  h e a l i n g ,  new life 
blow o v e r  hurr icane-ravaged Mexico By Ken Camp F - TPK~S 

GREENVILLE, Texas (BP)--Months a f t e r  t h e  v i o l e n t  winds o f  Hurr icane G i l b e r t  d e a l t  dea th  and 
d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Mexico, t h e  g e n t l e  b r e e z e s  o f  h e a l i n g  and new l i f e  i n i t i a l l y  fanned 

' by Texas B a p t i s t  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  teams c o n t i n u e  t o  blow a c r o s s  t h e  reg ion .  

L a s t  September, t h e  Texas B a p t i s t  Men o r g a n i z a t i o n  served 18,000 meals from San Fernando and 
18,000 from t h e  l i t t l e  f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e  o f  Carbonera t o  s u r v i v o r s  o f  t h e  hur r i cane .  Out of  t h a t  

. emergency response  came a n  ongoing r e l a t i o n s h i p  between a n o r t h e a s t  Texas B a p t i s t  church and a 
hurr icane-ravaged n o r t h e a s t  Mexico community t h a t  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  more t h a n  140 p r o f e s s i o n s  of  
f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t .  

A t  a Rio Grande River  Min i s t ry  r e t r e a t  i n  February,  l e a d e r s  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  
G r e e n v i l l e ,  Texas,  met wi th  J e r r y  Johnson, d i r e c t o r  o f  miss ions  f o r  Rio Grande Val ley B a p t i s t  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  about  a p o t e n t i a l  miss ions  p r o j e c t .  

While Johnson emphasized t h e  need f o r  v o l u n t e e r s  i n  s e v e r a l  a r e a s ,  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  
d o o r s  of  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  had opened i n  Carbonera s i n c e  Hurr icane G i l b e r t  c a p t i v a t e d  t h e  
G r e e n v i l l e  workers. 

"We prayed about  i t ,  and t h e  Lord r e a l l y  l a i d  t h a t  v i l l a g e  on our  h e a r t s , "  s a i d  DID. 
Sumra l l ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church. 

Before long ,  t h e  church was working i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  aethany Church i n  San Fernando and 
t h e  Rio Grande Val ley B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  t o  p l a n  a summer miss ion  t r i p .  

On June 19-23, a 22-member team t r a v e l e d  from G r e e n v i l l e  t o  San Fernando. I n  f i v e  days ,  t h e  
v o l u n t e e r s  l e d  Vacat ion B i b l e  School  and r e v i v a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  San Fernando and conducted backyard 
B i b l e  c l u b s  and e v a n g e l i s  t i c  v i s i t a t i o n  i n  Carbonera. 

Using a River  M i n i s t r y  Spanish-language t r a c t ,  "How t o  Get t o  Heaven from t h e  Border  Area," 
t h e  Texas B a p t i s t s  saw 142 p r o f e s s i o n s  of  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t .  Among t h a t  number were about  1 10 
a d u l t s  who completed forms r e g i s t e r i n g  d e c i s i o n s  and r e q u e s t i n g  Spanish B i b l e s  from t h e  River  
Min i s t ry .  

The e v a n g e l i s t i c ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and medica l /den ta l  programs o f  t h e  River  Min i s t ry  a r e  
suppor ted  by Texas B a p t i s t s  th rough  t h e  Cooperat ive  Program u n i f i e d  budget and t h e  Mary H i l l  
Davis O f f e r i n g  f o r  S t a t e  Miss ions .  

Near ly  a l l  o f  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  who went t o  Mexico -- i n c l u d i n g  one couple  who postponed a 
honeymoon t o  go  -- are invo lved  a c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  "Lay Renewal Journeyn of p r a y e r  and d i s c i p l e s h i p ,  
S~mr a1 l noted . 

"Since we began t h e  journey,  I can't say enough about what i t  h a s  done f o r  our  c ' n ~ r c h , ~ '  h e  
s a i d .  The l a y  renewal program, coord ina ted  by Texas B a p t i s t  Men, i n c l u d e s  an emphasis on 
d i scovery  o f  s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s  f o r  s e r v i c e ,  p rayer  and d i s c i p l e s h i p .  

"Before we l e f t  Mexico, we s t a r t e d  a d i s c i p l e s h i p  program wi th  t h o s e  who had made 
d e c i s i o n s , t 1  a a i d  Sumrall .  

The Texans s t a r t e d  t h e  new b e l i e v e r s  i n  a s tudy  o f  t h e  Spanish-language llRoman Road" 
S c r i p t u r e  p o r t i o n s  u n t i l  t h e y  had t ime t o  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  new B i b l e s  from t h e  River  Min i s t ry .  

Out o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  the work of Texas B a p t i s t  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  v o l u n t e e r s ,  a b u i l d i n g  
s i t e  fo r  a B a p t i s t  church i n  Carbonera was donated by l o c a l  governmental o f f i c i a l s  las t  year .  
F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  G r e e n v i l l e  hopes t o  beg in  sending a s e r i e s  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  crews t o  
Mexico i n  t h e  months ahead t o  h e l p  San Fernando's Bethany Church s t a r t  t h a t  bu i ld ing .  

"We want t o  s t a n d  by o u r  commitment t o  t h e  people  t h e r e , "  said Sumrall .  
--3o-- 
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B i c y c l e s  h a u l i n g  food,  hope 
t o  ' saucepan b a n d i t '  v i c t i m s  By Craig  Bird I= - F f l p  

SOROTI, Uganda ( B P l - - ~ h e  lVsaucepan b a n d i t s w  and t h e  B a p t i s t  b i c y c l e s  a r e  i n  a t u g  o f  war i n  
n o r t h e a s t e r n  Uganda. S t a r v a t i o n  is t h e  rope. 

Over t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a n  a l ready  c h a o t i c  c i v i l  war h a s  degenerated i n t o  a s e r i e s  of  
r o b b e r i e s  a s  armed gangs roam t h e  Teso D i s t r i c t .  Ambushes have t w i c e  d r i v e 3  t h e  Red Cross  o u t  of 
t h e  a r e a ,  and u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  food t r u c k  convoys reached t h e  town o f  S o r o t i  only wi th  h e a v i l y  
armed e s c o r t s .  

'We're t o l d  t h e  250,000 people  of  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  have l o s t  4 m i l l i o n  head of  c a t t l e , "  s a y s  
Harry Garvin ,  a Southern B a p t i s t  miss ionary from Cisco,  Texas, who h a s  worked i n  t h e  a r e a  s i n c e  
1971. "There used t o  be  cows everywhere and now you c a n  d r i v e  f o r  miles and n o t  s e e  any." 

You won't s e e  many ch ickens ,  sheep, g o a t s  o r  hoes ,  e i t h e r .  Even cooking po ts  ( "saucepans" 
i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Engl ish  o f  Uganda) a r e  s c a r c e  -- sna tched  up by t h e  t h i e v e s .  

"These peop le  d o n ' t  d e s e r v e  t o  be c a l l e d  r e b e l s  -- they  are b a n d i t s  pure  and s imple , "  Garvin 
says .  Many o f  t h e  c a t t l e  t h e f t s  have been charged t o  t h e  Kararnajong people  -- t r a d i t i o n a l  t r i b a l  
enemies of  t h e  I t e s o  peop le .  But t h e  gangs t h e  people  d e r i s i v e l y  c a l l  "saucepan b a n d i t s "  a r e  
mostly I t e s o ,  s t e a l i n g  from t h e i r  own people.  The b a n d i t s  o f t e n  t o r c h  what they c a n ' t  h a u l  o f f ,  
i n c l u d i n g  c r o p s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  s t o r e d  g r a i n ,  

The n a t u r a l  r e s u l t  h a s  been widespread hunger. 

By mid-1987, 60,000 r e f u g e e s  had f l e d  i n t o  S o r o t i  and t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of  t h e  government 's  
Na t iona l  R e s i s t a n c e  Army. Southern B a p t i s t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  Uganda reques ted  $60,000 I n  hunger 
r e l i e f  funds  from t h e  Foreign Miss ion Board and s e t  up one o f  t h e  f i r s t  f eed ing  programs f o r  t h e  
r e f u g e e s ,  

But Garvin and a r e a  B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  knew may people  who could not o r  would n o t  l e a v e  t h e i r  
v i l l a g e s .  And t h e y  were s t a r v i n g .  

Trucks  could n o t  s a f e l y  l e a v e  t h e  main highway. But b i c y c l e s  might dodge t h e  ambushes -- 
and t h e  p a s t o r s  who made up t h e  B a p t i s t  R e l i e f  Committee a l l  owned b icyc les .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  
they  were w i l l i n g  t o  r i s k  t h e i r  own l i v e s  t o  c a r r y  food,  seed ,  b l a n k e t s  and hoes  up t o  45  m i l e s  
beyond t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  government t roops .  

Regu la r ly  t h e  p a s t o r s  walk those  mi les ,  pushing b i c y c l e s  c r e a k i n g  under 100-pound loads .  
Most o f  t h e  t ime they  make t h e  t r i p s  s a f e l y .  Most o f  t h e  t ime. 

" I n  a y e a r  and a h a l f  we've l o s t  only  two b i c y c l e s ,  28 hoes and 15 b l a n k e t s ,  which i s  
remarkable when you t h i n k  of  how much t h e s e  men have hauled and where they  have c a r r i e d  i t , "  
Garvin s a y s .  "Of c o u r s e ,  j u s t  a b i c y c l e 1  is  n o t  a c c u r a t e  he re  because when they l o s e  a b i c y c l e  
i t ' s  like an American l o s i n g  a Cadi l lac ."  

The p a s t o r s ,  who themse lves  have been v i c t i m s  o f  b a n d i t s  and are having t r o u b l e  feed ing  
t h e i r  own f a m i l i e s ,  r i s k  bo th  p h y s i c a l  harm and f i n a n c i a l  l o s s .  Hunger f i n d s  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  and 
cannot  be used t o  r e p l a c e  s t o l e n  b i c y c l e s .  T h e i r  courage does  n o t  s u r p r i s e  Garvin. 

"1 would p u t  t h e s e  men up a g a i n s t  any i n  t h e  world f o r  honesty  and i n t e g r i t y , "  h e  s a y s .  
"And they  d o n ' t  g e t  a penny i n  s a l a r y  f o r  a l l  t h i s .  They do i t  o u t  o f  l o v e  f o r  t h e  Lord and love  
f o r  t h e  people." 

The miss ionary  is n o t  t h e  on ly  person ho ld ing  t h a t  opinion.  S o r o t i  government o f f i c i a l s  
- .  t e l l  o t h e r  g r o u p s  who want t o  assist i n  t h e  r e l i e f  work t o  " p a t t e r n  y o u r s e l v e s  a f t e r  t h e  

B a p t i s t s .  They ' re  h o n e s t  and do  good work." The Food For  t h e  Hungry o r g a n i z a t i o n  was s o  
impressed i t  has  o f f e r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  food if t h e  Iteso Baptist p a s t o r s  w i l l  d i s t r i b u t e  it. 

The $60,000 Fore ign  Mission Board g r a n t  f o r  1988 was fol lowed by a n o t h e r  $158,000 t h i s  y e a r  
i n  hunger  r e l i e f  gifts from Southern B a p t i s t s .  So t h e  feeding can c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  t h e  f i g h t i n g  
f i n a l l y  end3 and peop le  can h a r v e s t  t h e i r  c r o p s  again. 

--more-- 
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By January 1989 -- v i a  b i c y c l e  i n  t h e  r u r a l  areas and t r u c k s  i n  t h e  r e f u g e e  camps around 
S o r o t i  -- B a p t i s t s  had d i s t r i b u t e d  10 t o n s  of  sorghum seed ;  nea r ly  5,000 hoes ,  2,000 cooking 
P o t s ,  and 2 ,000 b l a n k e t s ;  and more t h a n  200 sacks o f  beans ,  cornmeal and m i l l e t  f l o u r .  

"We fed a l o t  i n  t h e  camps a t  f i r s t  b u t  as o t h e r  groups cane i n  we tu rned  over  as much o f  
t h a t  as we could and k e p t  movLng o u t  where no one e l s e  would go, lt Garvin says .  "We n a t u r a l l y  go 
t o  a r e a s  where we have s t r o n g  work (about  10,000 B a p t i s t s  l i v e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ) ,  but once we g e t  
t h e r e  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  is from government lists, n o t  our  church r o l l s . "  

W i l e  t h e  p a s t o r s  a r e  n o n p a r t i s a n  i n  handing o u t  food and b l a n k e t s ,  they  a r e  s t i l l  p a s t o r s .  
"We preach  every  t ime ,"  Garvin  exp la ins .  "The food d i s t r i b u t i o n  dominates b u t  we s h a r e  t h e  
g o s p e l  a l o n g s i d e  it. t1 

On a few o c c a s i o n s  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  t u r n e d  i n t o  n e a r - r i o t s  when t h e  p a s t o r s  took enough food 
f o r  900 peop le  (based on t h e  government lists of camp popula t ion)  and s e v e r a l  thousand rushed t h e  
t r u c k .  

"It i s  so sad," Garvin admits .  "Me have t o  f o r c e  our  way i n t o  t h e  t r u c k  and j u s t  d r i v e  O f f  
l e a v i n g  them hungry. Otherwise  somebody would g e t  k i l l e d . "  But as  soon as t h e  lists are 
c o r r e c t e d ,  t h e  p a s t o r s  r e t u r n  w i t h  food -- and t h e  Bib le .  

As t h e  government g a i n s  c o n t r o l  o f  more t e r r i t o r y  and t h e  b a n d i t  groups s u r r e n d e r ,  r e fugees  
a r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  abandoned farms. But t h e  l 'outfluxll  o f  r e fugees  from S o r o t i  is  s lower  t h a n  
t h e  i n f l u x .  They know t h e  government 's  hold  on much o f  t h e  area is  tenuous,  They a l s o  know 
t h e r e  is  n o t  much t o  g o  home t o .  

"It i s  s t i l l  dangerous  t o  r e t u r n  home when people know you have been i n  S o r o t i , "  s a y s  John 
Ekuru, a member o f  t h e  r e l i e f  committee. "After  da rk  a group o f  men w i l l  come t o  your  door and 
s a y ,  lCome o u t  and g i v e  u s  what you brought  back from town.l" 

As Garvin p o i n t s  o u t ,  "It is a b i g  r i s k  t o  l e a v e  t h e  camps because at  l e a s t  t h e r e  t h e  people  
are g e t t i n g  something t o  e a t  every day. I f  they go back they  don ' t  have anything t o  e a t  u n t i l  
t h e y  g e t  t h e i r  f i r s t  h a r v e s t .  But i f  they  don ' t  go back they  c a n ' t  p l a n t  and t h e r e  won't be a 
h a r v e s t .  T h i s  a r e a  i s  u s u a l l y  j u s t  one c rop  f a i l u r e  from famine anyway. The s o i l  h e r e  w i l l  
produce but n o t  l i k e  o t h e r  p a r t s  of Uganda. So t h e  people  have t o  work h a r d e r  t o  s u r v i v e . "  

I r o n i c a l l y ,  many b a n d i t s  who have sur rendered  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  a s  d e s t i t u t e  a s  t h e i r  
former v i c t i m s .  "The peop le  a r e  joking about  t h e  men coming and begging f o r  h e l p ,  but  they  dont t 
have any th ing  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  them because t h e  men had s t o l e n  i t  e a r l i e r  -- even t h e  saucepans!" 
Garvin s a y s .  

But many o i  t h o s e  v i l l a g e s  w i l l  be  v i s i t e d  by B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  pushing b i c y c l e s .  The g r a i n  
t o  feed peop le  today ,  t h e  b l a n k e t s  t o  keep them warm t o n i g h t ,  t h e  hoes  t o  d i g  t h e  ground and t h e  
s e e d s  t o  p l a n t  f o r  tomorrowls h a r v e s t  w i l l  t h e n  be  a v a i l a b l e .  Even t o  some former "saucepan 
b a n d i t s .  

And t h e  B a p t i s t  b i c y c l e s  w i l l  have won t h e  t u g  of  war. 
--3o-- 
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B a p t i s t  hunger  r e l i e f  e f f o r t  
could spark  Ugandan r e v i v a l  By Craig  B i r d  

6- B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
7/28/89 

SOROTI, Uganda (BPI--Thousands o f  Ugandans f l e d  t o  t h e  S o r o t i  r e f u g e e  camps t o  escape dea th  
by s t a r v a t i o n  o r  ambush, 

Now as t h e  f l o o d  of  peop le  begins t o  wash back o u t  i n t o  t h e  r u r a l  areas, t h e  s e e d s  o f  
s p i r i t u a l  r e v i v a l  are going with  them, Southern B a p t i s t  missionary Harry Garvin b e l i e v e s .  

Garvin ,  who h a s  worked w i t h  t h e  I t e s o  peop le  o f  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Uganda s i n c e  1971 ,  h a s  wept and 
worked h i s  way through t h e  l a ~ i t  year and a h a l f  as c i v i l  war forced 60,000 r e f u g e e s  i n t o  S o r o t i ,  
a town which normal ly  h a s  a popula t ion  of' 10,000. 

--more-- 
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The s i g h t  o f  b a b i e s  whose c u r l y  b lack  h a i r  had tu rned  s t r a i g h t  and yel low from s e v e r e  
m a l n u t r i t i o n  became commonplace t o  Garvin,  bu t  t h e  p a i n  d i d n ' t  l e s s e n .  Nor d i d  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  
of be ing  unable  t o  move freely throughout  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  65 churches  and 10,000 
B a p t i s t s .  

But Garvin sees good coming o u t  o f  t h e  t ragedy.  

'We have a dream o f  1,000 B a p t i s t  churches  i n  t h e  Teso District by t h e  year  2000, and t h e s e  
r e f u g e e s  are go ing  t o  start many of t h o s e  c h u r c h e s l W  h e  says .  " B a p t i s t  have fed r e f u g e e s  wi thou t  
a break when even t h e  Red Cross  p u l l e d  o u t ,  and we've fed them i n  a r e a s  where even government 
t r o o p s  were a f r a i d  t o  go. And wherever we feed  people we preach t h e  gospel ."  

Crowds o f  400 t o  500 people  overf low S o r o t i  B a p t i s t  Church each Sunday morning. The house 
where r e l i e f  s u p p l i e s  a r e  s t o r e d  between d i s t r i b u t i o n s  is used throughout  t h e  week f o r  B i b l e  
s t u d i e s ,  c h o i r  p r a c t i c e s  and women's meetings.  

E igh t  r e f u g e e  f a m i l i e s  l i v e  i n  t h e  church and e i g h t  more l i v e  among t h e  r o o f l e s s  r u i n s  o f  
C a r v i n l s  former house ( d e s t r o y e d  i n  1986 by anti-government f o r c e s ) .  

The mix o f  h u m a n i t a r i a n  a i d  and Bible-based preaching f i n d s  a r e c e p t i v e  audience i n  S o r o t i  
and t h e  o u t l y i n g  a r e a s ,  where B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  f e r r y  food,  seed ,  b l a n k e t s  and hoes  f o r  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  a r e a s  st i l l  c o n t r o l l e d  by armed band i t s .  

"When t h e s e  peop le  r e t u r n  home they  w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  gospe l  wi th  them and s t a r t  churches  where 
we've never  even a t t empted  t o  have work," Garvin says .  "We've a l ready  had one re fugee  go back 
home and start  a church.  He's a l r e a d y  ask ing  us  t o  come do some t e a c h i n g  and t r a i n i n g .  

"But what i s  r e a l l y  e x c i t i n g  is t h a t  a l l  t h i s  work h a s  been beyond my reach f o r  a long  time 
now. T h i s  i s n ' t  t h e  miss ionary  from America starting churches  and t r a i n i n g  d i s c i p l e s .  T h i s  i s  

' 
Ugandan p a s t o r s  r i s k i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s  and t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  t o  go  o u t  and preach. T h i s  is  God moving 
among l o c a l  peop le  u s i n g  l o c a l  r esources . "  

The p a s t o r s  themse lves  o f t e n  view t h e  d i f f i c u l t  times t h e  I t e s o  have faced i n  l i g h t  o f  how 
God w i l l  work i t  o u t .  

I t  is  good, they  s a y ,  t h a t  r a i d e r s  have s t o l e n  t h e i r  c a t t l e ,  "because we loved o u r  cows s o  
much we worshiped them i n s t e a d  o f  God." 

It was good t h a t  s e v e r a l  p a s t o r s  had t o  f l e e  t h e i r  home v i l l a g e s  t o  S o r o t i .  It was good 
t h a t  s e v e r a l  o f  them have been a r r e s t e d  and thrown i n t o  p r i s o n ,  llbecause we have been a b l e  t o  
preach and peop le  have seen  t h a t  o u r  God t a k e s  c a r e  o f   US.^ 

Now t h e y  w i l l  soon be a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s .  The p a s t o r s  expec t  t h e  working 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  h a s  been s o  e f f e c t i v e  i n  hunger r e l i e f  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  as they  work t o g e t h e r  i n  
s p r e a d i n g  C h r i s t i a n i t y  th roughout  Teso. 

"You knowll* s a y s  Garvin ,  h i s  vo ice  choking with  emotion, "when we g e t  t o  heaven I ' m  going t o  
look up and s e e  a l l  o f  t h e s e  guys s o  fa r  ahead o f  me. The q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  men God h a s  r a i s e d  up 
h e r e  humbles me and g i v e s  me conf idence  God is  going t o  do  g r e a t  t h i n g s  here ."  

And t h a t ,  as the Ugandan p a s t o r s  would say ,  is good. 
--30-- 

(BPI photos  mai led t o  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers by Richmond bureau o f  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

S t a n l e y  Howell bikes 
t o  R i d g e c r e s t  a t  age 6 4  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By T e r r i  Lackey 7/28/89 

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BPI--1n 1948, as a young s t a f f e r  a t  Ridgecres t  Bap t i s t  Conference Center, 
S t a n l e y  Howell made up his mind t o  r i d e  a b i c y c l e  from h i s  home t o  the conference grounds n e a r  
A s h e v i l l e ,  N.C., some day. 

--more-- 
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Forty-one y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Howell, manager o f  t h e  growth s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday 
School Board 's  church t r a i n i n g  (whose name is changing t o  d i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i n g  a c t *  1) 
depar tment ,  h a s  f i n a l l y  f u l f i l l e d  t h a t  promise h e  made t o  himself  whi le  d ipp ing  i ce  cream behind 
a c o u n t e r  a t  t h e  Nibble Nook. 

On J u l y  8 ,  t h e  64-year-old Howell hopped aboard h i s  Shogun t o u r i n g  b i k e  and began t h e  320- 
mile  t r e k  t o  t h e  Church T r a i n i n g  Leadership Conference, a t r i p  t h a t  took him seven days  and s i x  
n i g h t s  t o  completk.  

Howell, who began t r a i n i n g  l a s t  August, s a i d  h e  had t o  make t h e  t r i p  t h i s  summer because h e  
p l a n s  t o  r e t i r e  i n  April. 1990. 

"This w i l l  be  my l a s t  t r i p  t o  Ridgecres t  as a Sunday School Board employee, and 1 p l a n  t o  
send my b i k e  back on t h e  t r u c k .  I have no i n t e n t i o n  o f  r i d i n g  i t  back t o  N a s h v i l l e , "  h e  
laughed. 

Howell took  up b i c y c l i n g  as  a hobby i n  1988 a f t e r  a v i s i t  t o  t h e  doc to r .  

"A w h i l e  back my d o c t o r  t o l d  me I ought  t o  do something g r e a t ,  something impor tan t  I could 
say I d i d ,  and f i n i s h  i t ,  Howell s a i d .  "He s a i d  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  some of my s t r e s s  a t  work, I 
needed t o  have a hobby o u t s i d e  my work, something I could g e t  wrapped up in.'' 

Howell took  h i s  d o c t o r ' s  adv ice  and bought a $99 b i c y c l e  l a s t  August, t h e  f i r s t  h e  could 
e v e r  c la im a l l  h i s  own. He r o d e  t h a t  f o r  s e v e r a l  months t o  determine if h e  would like bik ing .  
Then i n  March h e  g radua ted  t o  t h e  18-speed t o u r i n g  b i k e  h e  now peddles .  

"I s t a r t e d  o u t  buying a department s t o r e  b i k e  t o  s e e  i f  I could r e a l l y  do i t ,"  he  exp la ined .  
" A t  f i rs t ,  I thought  I was accomplishing sometning when I rode my b i k e  s i x  m i l e s  t o  t h e  Opryland 
Hote l  and back home." 

HoweZl's r i d e  t o  R i d g e c r e s t  took him from Nashv i l l e  e a s t  through t h e  Tennessee towns and 
c i t i e s  o f  Lebanon, Watertown, Alexandria ,  L i b e r t y ,  S m i t h v i l l e ,  S p a r t a ,  DeRosset, C r o s s r i l l e ,  
Rockwood, Kingston, Knoxvi l l e ,  Dandridge and Newport. 

" A t  t h e  Newport Cafe I ate  some of  t h e  b e s t  pancakes ever , "  s a i d  Howell, who assured  
pancakes are a good s o u r c e  o f  ca rbohydra tes  needed f o r  high energy. He a l s o  a t e  many bananas f o r  
potass ium t o  keep his l e g s  from aching and drank Gatorade mixed w i t h  wa te r  f o r  energy. 

From Newport, Howell r o d e  t o  Hot S p r i n g s ,  N.C. ,  where h e  bedded down i n  "a family-owned 
h o t e l  r i g h t  on t h e  Applachian T r a i l .  The towels  a r e  l i k e  t h e  towels  you have a t  home. 
Everything was r e a l ,  n o t  a l l  p l a s t i c ,  and t h e r e  were b i g  t r e e s  i n  f r o n t . "  

Howell r o d e  i n t o  R i d g e c r e s t  from Hot S p r i n g s ,  one of  t h e  toughes t  l e g s  o f  h i s  journey. 

"There was one p l a c e  between Hot S p r i n g s  and Ashev i l l e  t h a t  I had t o  walk my b i k e  o u t  o f  
n e c e s ~ i t y , ~  h e  remembered. "The mountain was s o  long and s t e e p  t h a t  I j u s t  could n o t  peddle  i t  
a l l .  

"S ix ty -e igh t  miles was t h e  l o n g e s t  one-day r i d e ,  from C r o s s v i l l e  t o  Knoxville.  It was rough, 
t o o ,  because t h e r e  was one h i l l  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  from Kingston on i n  t o  my motel  i n  Knoxvi l le .  

Along t h e  t r i p ,  Howell s topped a t  a c c e s s i b l e  B a p t i s t  churches  t o  drop o f f  l i t e r a t u r e  about a 
. new D i s c i p l e s h i p  T r a i n i n g  Records System t h a t  s t a r t s  i n  October. 

"1 l e f t  about  15 brochures  a t  churches  a long t h e  way," h e  said. "1 d i d  n o t  s t o p  a t  a l l  
B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  because some were way up a h i 3 1  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  road o r  on a s t e e p  
g r a v e l  driveway. 

"It made me aware o f  problems handicapped persons  have t o  go through. The churches  weren ' t  
conven ien t  t o  me on a b i c y c l e ,  and I j u s t  imagined how d i f f i c u l t  i t  is f o r  handicapped people  t o  
g e t  i n  some p l a c e s .  " 

--more-- 
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Yes, Howell s a i d ,  biking has  added a dimension t o  h i s  l i f e :  " I ' m  convinced I g e t  b ike r s1  
high. The f i r s t  t h ing  1 want t o  do when I g e t  home from work is change i n t o  my biking c lo thes  
and go." 

The 320-mile . t r i p  t o  Ridgecrest  i s  not t h e  culmination of  Howell's biking goals .  

He wants t o  r i d e  100 mi les  i n  one day, a f e a t  he be l i eves  h i s  body can handle, b u t  perhaps 
not  h i s  watch. 

"I th ink  I can do i t  phys ica l ly .  I j u s t  have t o  f ind  t h e  time." 
--3O-- 

(BPI  photo mailed t o  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers by SSB bureau of  Bap t i s t  Press  

Seminarians t o u r  Chicago, F- CO Bap t i s t  Press  
study va r i e ty  of m i n i s t r i e s  By Breena Kent Paina 7/28/89 

NEW ORLEANS (BPI--From llyuppielt congregations t o  meals f o r  t h e  poor, s tudents  i n  an urban 
missions course a t  New Orleans Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary experienced c i t y  minis t ry  i n  Chicago 
f i r s thand  during a summer term. 

Sponsored by t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission Board and t h e  seminary, s t uden t s  t rave led  t o  
Chicago t o  v i s i t  more t han  10 m i n i s t r i e s  t o  d iverse  socio-economic and e thnic  groups. 

"We saw m i n i s t r i e s  t o  Blacks, Spanish, Anglos, yuppies and suburbanites ,  . . . from t h e  
wea l th i e s t  t o  t h e  very poores t ,  t r y ing  t o  g e t  a p i c tu re  of  t h e  urban scene,"  s a id  A.J. Glaze, 
professor  of missions and course Leader. 

To b e t t e r  understand t h e  s t r u g g l e s  of  inner -c i ty  ex is tence ,  s tudents  had only $4 pe r  day f o r  
food and o t h e r  needs and s l e p t  on t h e  f l o o r  of  Uptown Bap t i s t  Church, using some of  t h e  same 
f a c i l i t i e s  as t h e  homeless. During t h e i r  s t ay ,  they helped serve  a meal t o  more than  400 people 
from t h e  community. 

Minis te r ing  I n  a low socio-economic community, t h e  Uptown church o f f e r s  m i n i s t r i e s  t o  s en io r  
c i t i z e n s ;  i n t e r n a t i o n a l s  with language congregations f o r  Cambodian, Vietnamese, Spanish, 
Ethiopian,  Korean and Russian; refugees;  drug add ic t s ;  a lcohol ics ;  abused f ami l i e s ;  and o thers .  
The m i n i s t r i e s  involve programs f o r  counseling, hea l th  education and se rv i ce ,  overnight  s h e l t e r ,  
food, job r e f e r r a l s ,  f u r n i t u r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  l i f e s t y l e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and housing. 

" A t  times, I fo rgo t  I was i n  Chicago; I thought I was i n  New Or leans ln  s a id  She r r i e  
Bumstead, a s tuden t  from Beaumont, Texas. "I found people's needs a r e  t h e  same wherever you go, 
but People's ou t looks  and a t t i t u d e s  about l i f e  a re  d i f f e r e n t .  

'When we helped se rve  an evening meal t o  t h e  homeless, I ( r ea l i zed )  sometimes we fo rge t  
those people have p r ide ,  too. We forge t  i t  takes  a l o t  f o r  them t o  come and admit they  need 
food. l1 

On t h e  o t h e r  end o f  t h e  socio-economic spectrum, s tuden t s  v i s i t e d  Willow Creek Community 
Church, which holds  s e r v i c e s  geared toward a young community of profess iona ls ,  a t t r a c t i n g  about 
4,000 yuppies each Saturday night.  The gospel is presented c l e a r l y  but i n  a "non-threatening" 
way, sa id  Glaze, and much o f  t h e  music is up-beat and r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  young profess iona l  
l i f e s t y l e .  

The c l a s s  a l s o  v i s i t e d  Fa i th  Tabernacle B a p t i s t  Church, minis te r ing  t o  a Black middle-class 
community; C h r i s t  Church of Oak Brook, minis te r ing  t o  a wealthy neighborhood; Brainard 
Avenue B a p t i s t  Church, d i scover ing  i ts  i d e n t i t y  and t h e  needs of t h e  surrounding community; New 
Fa i th  B a p t i s t  Church, min i s t e r ing  t o  a black,  wealthy, profess iona l  community, using music 
ranging from s o u l  t o  c l a s s i c a l ;  Hillcrest Bap t i s t  Church, minis te r ing  t o  a r a c i a l l y  mixed, lower- 
middle-class community; Armitage Bap t i s t  Church, minis te r ing  t o  a low-income neighborhood; and 
Rockwell B a p t i s t  Church, min i s t e r ing  t o  a Spanish-speaking community. 

"Churches we saw t h a t  were growing or  doing an e f f e c t i v e  ministry did no t  present  a program 
i n  hopes t h a t  people would respond; they f e l t  t h e  needs of t h e  people, and then adapted 
o rgan iza t iona l  programs t o  meet those needs," Glaze sa id ,  descr ib ing  a process h e  cal ls  
"contextua l iza t ion .  " 

--more-- 
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Most o f  t h e  i d e a s  implemented c a t e r e d  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  Chicago and would probably 
n o t  work i n  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  s a i d  Larry  Haggard, a s t u d e n t  from Macon, Miss., but  "I l e a r n e d  t o  be 
concerned about  t h e  p e o p l e t s  needs  and t o  do whatever i t  t a k e s  t o  meet t h o s e  needs ,"  even if i t  
means c r e a t i n g  a new program, 

"Those people  have such a v i s i o n  f o r  t h a t  c i t y , "  Bumstead said. By observing t h e  v a r i o u s  
Programs o f f e r e d ,  s h e  l e a r n e d  ,lit's OK t o  be  non- t rad i t iona ld .  You don ' t  have t o  go o v e r s e a s  t o  
d o  fo re ign   mission^.'^ 

--3o-- 

Deaf p a s t o r  t o  b u i l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
b r i d g e s  t o  h e a r i n g  world By Breena Kent Paine 7/28/89 

NEW ORLEANS (Bp) - -~he  world o f  t h e  d e a f  is  a c u l t u r e  w i t h i n  a c u l t u r e ,  s t r i v i n g  t o  
communicate th rough  v i s u a l  means i n  a n  environment o f  sounds,  o b s e r v e r s  have noted. AS a r e s u l t ,  
dea f  pe r sons  have unique needs. 

Rocky S h i f f l e t t  hopes  t o  meet some o f  those  needs and b r i d g e  t h e  gaps  between t h e  h e a r i n g  
and t h e  d e a f  i n  Louis iana.  

A r e c e n t  g r a d u a t e  o f  New O r l e a n s  B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary, S h i f f l e t t  i s  t h e  newly 
e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  B a p t i s t  Conference o f  t h e  Deaf, a p o s i t i o n  which c a n  only be 
f i l l e d  by a d e a f  pe r son ,  H i s  g o a l  is  t o  advance m i n i s t r y  among deaf  people  through d e a f  
awareness c o n f e r e n c e s  f o r  h e a r i n g  people  and l e a d e r s h i p  t r a i n i n g  workshops f o r  deaf  people .  

One need Shifflett hopes  t o  f i l l  through t h e s e  workshops is  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  B a p t i s t  
d o c t r i n e .  Many d e a f  peop le  have s p e n t  y e a r s  i n  h e a r i n g  congrega t ions  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  message 
through a n  i n t e r p r e t e r .  Any p h r a s e s  o r  words which a r e  u n c l e a r  i n  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  cannot be 
exp la ined  i n  such a s i t u a t i o n ,  and t h e  d e a f  person is l e f t  wi thou t  f u l l  comprehension, h e  
exp la ined .  Very few d e a f  peop le  have t h e  a d v a n t a e  o f  seminary t r a i n i n g ,  and most B ib le  
t r a n s l a t i o n s  c o n t a i n  vocabulary u n f a m i l i a r  t o  many i n  t h e  deaf  c u l t u r e .  

S h i f f l e t t  would a l s o  l i k e  t o  raise a n  awareness o f  d e a f  needs by p rov id ing  workshops f o r  
h e a r i n g  m i n i s t e r s  and i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  he lp ing  them unders tand d e a f  c u l t u r e  and t e a c h i n g  them t o  
l e a d  music i n  a way that would be meaningful t o  a d e a f  person. 

"A l o t  o f  p a s t o r s  are i g n o r a n t  about  t h e  needs; they d o n ' t  know what t o  do. Sometimes they 
have t h e  wrong i d e a  abou t  t h e  d e a f ;  t h e y  pu t  them i n  t h e  back with  i n t e r p r e t e r s , "  S h i f f l e t t  
s a i d .  'When I t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  ( h e a r i n g )  pe rsons  about the d e a f  world ,  they  want t o  r e l y  on 
t h e i r  own phi losophy.  . .. I want t o  g i v e  them t h e  resources ,  people t o  c o n t a c t "  f o r  advice .  

Although deaf from b i r t h ,  S h i f f l e t t  "grew up i n  a h e a r i n g  world,l1 o f  h i s  family .  A s  a 
r e s u l t ,  h e  h a s  l e a r n e d  much o f  t h e  c u l t u r e s  o f  both deaf  and h e a r i n g  people .  "1 want t o  t u r n  
around what I ' v e  l e a r n e d  from t h e  h e a r i n g  world and t each  t h e  d e a f , "  h e  s a i d .  

Shifflett's chi ldhood memories i n  a h e a r i n g  church a r e  o f  watching a red-faced p r e a c h e r  
pound on t h e  p u l p i t  o r  a music m i n i s t e r  w i l d l y  waving h i s  arms. A t  t h e  t ime ,  he d id  n o t  know 
what i t  meant,  f o r  h e  heard  no sounds; and even when an i n t e r p r e t e r  se rved  a s  in te rmedia ry ,  
something was always l o s t  i n  t h e  message, h e  s a i d .  

"Now I want t o  t e a c h  d e a f  peop le  t o  worship wi th  t h e i r  own thoughts ,  ( i n s t e a d  o f )  growing up 
l i k e  a r o b o t :  go  t o  church ,  behave, go home," he s a i d .  "1 want t o  l e t  t h e  deaf  peop le  know God 
knows t h e i r  language. ... L e t  t h e  deaf  peop le  be themselves.  L e t  them worship t h e  way they  c a n  
worship.  

Although h e  h a s  e x c e l l e n t  speech s k i l l s ,  S h i f f l e t t  s a i d  h e  o f t e n  has f e l t  f r u s t r a t e d  because 
when he t a l k 8  w i t h  peop le ,  "hearirg people  understand me, but I don' t  unders tand them." Also, 

* many spoken idioms do not t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  sign language, such as n k i ~ k  t h e  bucket." Deaf people  
would take t h e  p h r a s e  l i t e r a l l y .  

'When I see deaf people a f r a i d  to ask (what something means) I want t o  say, 'Don't be 
a f r a i d .  I was like you before,' h e  said. 
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S h i f f l e t t  i s  t h e  f i f t h  deaf  pe r son  t o  g radua te  from New Or leans  Seminary i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  
and t h e  second i n  t h e  seminary ' s  School  o f  C h r i s t i a n  Training.  He h a s  se rved  on t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Conference o f  t h e  Deaf and h a s  been p a s t o r  o f  deaf  congrega t ions  i n  Beaumont and Lubbock, 
Texas. 

C u r r e n t l y ,  h e  is a miss ionary-a t - l a rge  f o r  Canal Boulevard B a p t i s t  Church i n  New Or leans ,  
s t a r t i n g  a d e a f  congrega t ion  i n  La P l a c e ,  La. H i s  w i fe ,  Cindy, and c h i l d r e n  T r a c i ,  9; Tina,  5 ,  
and Jason, 3 ,  a l l  can hear .  

--3o-- 

Young w r i t e r ' s  s t o r y  
' w i t n e s s e s '  f o r  C h r i s t  F- (0  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

By Breena Kent Paine 
(do@6 

7 / 2 8 / 8 9  

NEW ORLEANS (BPI--Christy Wil ton prayed h e r  s t o r y  would be  chosen tg win t h e  1988-1989 Young 
Authors Contes t  -- n o t  because s h e  wanted a n  award, but  because "she wanted t o  "be a wi tness . "  

Her p r a y e r  was answered, as  t h e  12-year-old's  s t o r y  o f  h e r  convers ion and baptism won f i r s t  
P l a c e  i n  t h e  c o n t e s t ' s  n o n - f i c t i o n  d i v i s i o n  f o r  Louis iana.  The s t o r y  was pub l i shed  i n  t h e  New 
Or leans  The Times Picayune,  and she  was won a medal and c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  achievement. 

T h e  main reason  why I wanted t o  ( e n t e r )  was because I knew if my S t o r y  won, i t  would go i n  
t h e  newspaper," s a i d  Wilton. ''1 wanted t o  be  a w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  people  who would read  it. Many 
people  might no t  g o  t o  church ,  b u t  they  may read t h e  newspaper." 

A f i f t h - g r a d e  s t u d e n t  a t  Jean Gordon Elementary School i n  New Orleans ,  Wilton is t h e  
daughte r  of  Rod and I r e n e  Wil ton o f  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h ,  South Afr ica .  Her f a t h e r  i s  a s t u d e n t  at  New 
Or leans  B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Seminary. 

"1 t h i n k  s h e  is probably one o f  t h e  most eager  young l a d i e s  I have had,"  s a i d  h e r  t e a c h e r ,  
Suzy Owens. "Not on ly  is  s h e  b r i g h t ,  bu t  t h e  t h i n g s  s h e  d o e s n ' t  know s h e  makes i t  a c h a l l e n g e  t o  
( f i n d  o u t ) .  She1$ a p e r f e c t  example -- p o l i t e ,  s i n c e r e .  The whole fami ly ' s  l i k e  t h a t . "  

Wilton a l s o  " l i k e s  t o  make e v e r y t h i n g  r i g h t , "  cont inued W e n s ,  who f e e l s  Wilton h a s  been a 
p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  and a n  encouragement t o  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s .  When s h e  n o t i c e s  someone is sad o r  
h a s  a problem, l t s h e v l l  wr i t e  you a l i t t l e  n o t e ,  and s h e ' l l  always p u t  h e r  own a r t i s t i c  ( touch)  t o  
i t , "  something t h a t  h a s  touched marly o f  Wi l ton ' s  c lassmates .  

A f t e r  e n t e r i n g  h e r  composi t ion i n  t h e  c o n t e s t ,  Wilton s a i d ,  "1 prayed a few n i g h t s  i n  a row 
t h a t  . . . i t  would be chosen n o t  o n l y  because i t  was good but because i t  would be a witness.l l  

The winning s t o r y ,  along with  o t h e r s  Wilton had w r i t t e n ,  was pub l i shed  i n  Jean Gordon 
Express ions ,  a book o f  s t u d e n t s t  composi t ions  p u t  o u t  by h e r  school .  llEveryone ( i n  my c l a s s )  
l i n e d  up one by one t o  r e a d  i t  because my t e a c h e r  opened t h e  book up t o  t h a t  page,"  s a i d  Wilton. 
"One o f  t h e  pe rsons  i n  my class, I t h i n k ,  ... g o t  touched by my s t o r y . "  

Although s h e  d o e s  n o t  p l a n  t o  be a n  a u t h o r  "when I grow up,"  Wil ton l i k e s  t o  make every 
composi t ion s h e  w r i t e s  c o u n t  i n  s h a r i n g  J e s u s  wi th  o t h e r  people.  

"The s t o r i e s  I ' v e  w r i t t e n  have a l l  had t o  do wi th  church and t h e  Lord. One s t o r y  about an 
o l d  l ady  was abou t  k indness .  I l i k e  t o  p u t  a l e s s o n  i n  each one o f  my s t o r i e s . "  

T h i s  i s  h e r  winning s t o r y :  

"This i s  a t r u e  s t o r y  abou t  an exper ience  which 1 had i n  t h e  coun t ry  o f  Israel. T h i s  was a 
very s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n  because  my dad, who is a p a s t o r ,  bap t i zed  me i n  t h e  River  Jordon. T h i s  is  
t h e  same r i v e r  ( i n  which) o u r  Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t  was bap t ized .  T h i s  exper ience  of  mine happened 
as a r e s u l t  o f  a n o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  whlch took p l a c e  about  t h r e e  t o  four  y e a r s  ago. 

"MY Dad, who was t h e  p a s t o r  o f  a church i n  South Africa, preached a p o w e r h l  message. It 
s a i d  a t  t h e  end t h a t  i f  anyone wanted t o  have J e s u s  come t o  " l i v e n  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t ,  they  should go 
t o  t h e i r  room and j u s t  pray t o  him and ask him t o  come i n  and take full c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  l i f e .  

"That was t h e  n i g h t  God r e a l l y  spoke t o  me, and when 1 came home, I d i d  j u s t  what my Dad 
suggested.  

--more-- 
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"1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  from t h a t  moment on a change s lowly took p l a c e  i n  my l i f e ,  and 1 want on ly  
t o  do t h e  things t h a t  w i l l  make God happy. Often I make mistakes, bu t  my heavenly  F a t h e r  
f o r g i v e s  me when I ask him t o .  

"We l e f t  South Africa i n  November of 1987 t o  come and l i v e  i n  America. My dad wanted t o  
study a t  t h e  New Orleans B a p t i s t  Seminary. On our  way, we t r a v e l e d  through many c o u n t r i e s .  
I s r a e l  was f i r s t .  What a n  e x c i t i n g  t ime we had as a family.  

"One o f  my highlights in Israel was my baptism on November t h e  6 t h .  We a l l  woke up e a r l y  
and a f t e r  making o u r  bunk beds  i n  t h e  youth  h o s t e l ,  which was on a h i g h  mountain above t h e  Sea of 
Galilee, we walked o u t s i d e  and looked a t  t h e  love ly  view. Dad took me a s i d e  and r e a d  some v e r s e s  
from t h e  B i b l e  t o  me. They t a l k e d  about  Jesust baptism so  many ... y e a r s  ago. 

"We drove down t o  t h e  R i v e r  Jordan. The water was c o l d  and t h e r e  was a l i g h t  d r i z z l e ,  but 
my h e a r t  was warm and God showered me w i t h  his b less ing . "  

--3o-- 


