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" .- -. . ' : . S t a f f  c u t s  proposed i n  
' . . '  -.  , : . . , . budget r educ t ion  a t  HMB By Mark Wingfield 
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1 . : . :! , 7 , . :... - 3  ATLANTA (BPI--A p o s s i b l e  r educ t ion  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home K s s i o n  Board's A t l an t a  
:-...:'-:-"I , s t a f f  w i l l  be  one p a r t  o f  a cos t - sav ing  p l an  t o  be recommended t o  t r u s t e e s  a t  t h e i r  August 
,<;.;,;+: >. - :! 

- : meeting by P r e s i d e n t  Larry Lewis. 
'"F :i;* ..*'A 

-.+;;:,,!: .< 
..> ,r! -. f . , . : ..< 

"No f i e l d  m i s s i o n a r i e s  coope ra t ive ly  funded with s t a t e s  w i l l  be  r e c a l l e d  by t h i s  a c t i o n ,  l1 

; . :  ; Lewis s a i d .  "The number o f  A t l a n t a  employees who would be negat ively a f f ec t ed  is minimal.ll 
. - .  , 

.. . . ! 
P o s i t  i o n s  be ing  cons idered  for c u t s  i nc lude  some cu r r en t ly  vacant and some c u r r e n t l y  f i l l e d ,  

: Lewis s a i d .  However, most o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  employees a f f ec t ed  by t h e  p o t e n t i a l  c u t s  would be 
. t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  vacant  p o s i t i o n s  i n  A t l an t a  o r  on t h e  field o r  would be o f f e r ed  e a r l y  r e t i r emen t ,  ", : . - 

, , he  s a i d .  
- 8  

The proposed s t a f f  c u t s  a r e  p a r t  o f  an $8.2 m i l l i o n  reduct ion  i n  t h e  agency's 1989 budget 
, announced i n  March, Lewis s a i d .  Previous  s t e p s  i n  t h e  reduct ion  included a $6  m i l l i o n  c u t  i n  t h e  
: At lan t a  s t a f f ' s  o p e r a t i o n a l  budget and nego t i a t i ons  with s t a t e  conventions t o  c u t  near ly  

. . .. . ~ 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  
. r  . . . 
.. 

- . I  

. ? The budget r e d u c t i o n  and proposed s t a f f  c u t s  do not  c o n s t i t u t e  a c r i s i s  b u t  could prevent  
. . 4  

3 one, s a i d  E rnes t  Kel ley ,  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  planning sec t ion .  

* ' .  "On t h e  p o s i t i v e  s i d e ,  t h e r e  is no f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  a t  t h e  Home Mission Board, l1 Kel ley said.  
; "We do no t  have a d e f i c i t .  We do have good reserves .  Good management is when you know you have 

. - 
, a problem coming and move t o  address  it." 

. ,  . "The purpose o f  o u r  r educ t ions  t h i s  y e a r  i s  t o  prepare  f o r  a change i n  a n t i c i p a t e d  income 
. , f o r  t h e  next  two yea r s , l l  s a i d  Robert Banks, execut ive  v i c e  president .  "If we had n o t  ac ted  t h i s  

.. yea r ,  we would have faced g r e a t e r  problems i n  1990.11 
4 

The number of c u r r e n t  employees a f f ec t ed  by any recommended c u t s  has not  been f i n a l i z e d ,  
Lewis s a i d ,  exp la in ing  n e g o t i a t i o n s  s t i l l  a r e  underway with s e c t i o n  v i c e  p re s iden t s .  

"This i s  a p a i n f u l  t ime f o r  a l l  o f  u s ,  and we want t o  be s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  concerns o f  our  
- employees,ll Lewis s a i d .  " A l l  employees who a r e  a f f ec t ed  by these  proposed s t a f f  c u t s  w i l l  be 

personal ly  consu l t ed  be fo re  t h e  f i n a l  recommendation is made t o  t he  board o f  d i r e c t o r s .  
i j 

"It is premature f o r  u s  t o  f i n a l i z e  any publ ic  announcement u n t i l  our  board has had time t o  
. study t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and a c t .  They w i l l  have t h e  final word.ll 
1 

.j When f i l l y  s t a f f e d ,  t h e  HMB employs about 380 people i n  Atlanta. The proposed s t a f f  c u t s  
2 would r e s u l t  i n  an annual  s av ings  o f  about $500,000, Lewis said.  : 
1 "Decisions about  t h e  proposed r educ t ions  were based s o l e l y  on the  p r i o r i t i e s  of  t h e  Home 
1 Mission Board and budget  consideration^,^ h e  added. 

. ,a 
' .  .; 

. - A pre l iminary  r e p o r t  on  proposed s t a f f  c u t s  was presented t o  t h e  admin i s t r a t i ve  committee of 
t h e  agency's board o f  d i r e c t o r s  Ju ly  10. A f i n a l  recommendation w i l l  be made t o  t h e  fill board f .. i n  a scheduled meeting Aug. 9 i n  At lan ta .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  proposed s t a f f  c u t s ,  n e g o t i a t i o n s  still a r e  underway with s t a t e  conventions 
, t o  reduce  f i e l d  budgets ,  Kelley said. The HMB1s f o u r  r eg iona l  coo fd ina to r s  have been nego t i a t i ng  

budget changes wi th  s t a t e  convention l e a d e r s  s i n c e  March r e s u l t i n g  in savings  o f  about $650,000. 
--more-- 
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Most o f  t h o s e  c u t s  have  come from f i e l d  p o s i t i o n s  vacan t  f o r  two y e a r s  o r  more, Kel ley s a i d .  
I n  some c a s e s ,  f i n d s  o r i g i n a l l y  scheduled  f o r  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e s  a l s o  have been d e l e t e d .  

A l l  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  s t a t e  b u d g e t s  have  been made w i t h  t h e  agreement o f  s t a t e  e x e c u t i v e  
d i r e c t o r s  and s t a t e  m i s s i o n s  d i r e c t o r s ,  h e  added. 

Lewis,  Banks and K e l l e y  s a i d  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  HMBys c u r r e n t  budget  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  due t o  a 
d e c r e a s e  i n  a n t i c i p a t e d  income f o r  coming years .  HMB funding comes from two sources :  t h e  annual  
Annie Armstrong E a s t e r  O f f e r i n g  f o r  Home Miss ions  and t h e  Cooperat ive Program, Southern B a p t i s t s '  
u n i f i e d  m i s s i o n s  budget .  

They s a i d  a s e r i e s  o f  t h r e e  e v e n t s  p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e d u c t i o n s :  

1. 1988 Annie Armstrong r e c e i p t s  were less t h a n  pro jec ted .  

R e c e i p t s  f o r  t h e  1988 o f f e r i n g  i n c r e a s e d  only 2 p e r c e n t  above t h e  p rev ious  year .  I n  
c o n t r a s t ,  1987 r e c e i p t s  i n c r e a s e d  a lmos t  9 p e r c e n t  o v e r  1986. 

The 2 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  d i d  n o t  keep pace  wi th  t h e  i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  f o r  t h e  y e a r ,  which was 4.4 
p e r c e n t ,  K e l l e y  noted. * 

2.  A l a r g e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  budgeted f'unds were a c t u a l l y  s p e n t  i n  1988 t h a n  usua l .  

T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  HMB s p e n d s  less t h a n  9 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t he  f i e l d  m i n i s t r i e s  funds  budgeted by 
s t a t e  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  because o f  v a c a n c i e s  and f r u g a l  u s e  o f  r e s o u r c e s  on t h e  f i e l d ,  Kel ley s a i d .  
The amount n o t  s p e n t  i s  c a r r i e d  o v e r  f o r  u s e  i n  f u t u r e  budget years .  

L a s t  y e a r  f i e l d  programs b r o k e  t h e  longs tand ing  p a t t e r n  and s p e n t  from 95 t o  100 p e r c e n t  of 
budgeted f u n d s ,  Ke l ley  s a i d .  T h i s  l e f t  $2 m i l l i o n  less t h a n  a n t i c i p a t e d  f o r  f u t u r e  use. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  1987,  1988 and 1989 budgets  were t o  i n c l u d e  income from p r i o r  y e a r s .  

"The i n f l a t i o n a r y  economy o f  t h e  e a r l y  1980s caused carry-over  funds  from one  y e a r  t o  
a n o t h e r  t o  r i s e , "  K e l l e y  e x p l a i n e d .  "To b e s t  u s e  t h e s e  f i n d s ,  HMB budgets  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  have  p u r p o s e l y  c a l l e d  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  from p r i o r  y e a r s f  income. T h i s  i s  a longs tand ing  
p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  HMB. 

''This was a planned, p u r p o s e f u l  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  carry-over  f i n d s , l l  h e  s a i d .  "We determined 
t o  u s e  t h e s e  funds  t h r o u g h  c o o p e r a t i v e  p lann ing  t o  p u t  more r e s o u r c e s  on t h e  f i e l d .  

llHowever, t h e  amount now i n  t h i s  fund is a t  a minimum l e v e l  and HMB a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  
f e e l  i t  is  w i s e - t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  any a d d i t i o n a l  funds  from p r i o r  income f o r  t h e  1989 o r  1990 
budge ts ,  l1 K e l l e y  s a i d .  

3. F u t u r e  C o o p e r a t i v e  Program a l l o c a t i o n s  have been reduced. 
; .  

The 1989-90 C o o p e r a t i v e  Program budge t  adopted by messengers t o  t h e  annual  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convent ion mee t ing  i n  Las Vegas, Nev., t h i s  summer w i l l  g i v e  $551,647 l e s s  t o  t h e  HMB t h a n  t h e  

. . c u r r e n t  CP budget.  

The 2.05 p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  newly adopted procedures  f o r  s e t t i n g  CP budgets.  
I n  making t h e  change,  t h e  SBC E x e c u t i v e  Committee s a i d  i t  would se t  more r e a l i s t i c  budgets  t h a t  
would n o t  l e a v e  c a p i t a l  needs  p r o j e c t s  unfunded as they  have been i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  

The n e t  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  t h e  budge t  a t  t h e  HMB w i l l  t a k e  a sudden s t e p  backward n e x t  y e a r  and 
then  s tar t  moving forward a g a i n  a t  a s l o w e r  pace,  BMB l e a d e r s  s a i d .  

"We d i d n l  t know u n t i l  February o f  t h i s  y e a r  t h a t  t h e  SBC Execut ive  Committee would 
d e f i n i t e l y  recommend t h e s e  changes,l1 Banks s a i d .  'We had no way t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h i s  r e d u c t i o n  i n  
funds. lf 

tlIt's g o i n g  t o  b e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  u s  t o  make advances i n  home m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  nex t  decade 
u n l e s s  t h e  SBC budge t  p r o c e s s  is changed a g a i n , "  Lewis added. l l Increased g i v i n g  t o  t h e  Annie 
Armstrong o f f e r i n g  w i l l  b e  o u r  s a l v a t i o n . "  

--more-- 
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. . . .-- . 
Messengers t o  t h e  1989 annual meeting approved a Cooperative Program a l l o c a t i o n  budget based 

on performance, r a t h e r  t h a n  goa l s .  The 1989-90 budget, based on t h e  r e c e i p t s  of t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o f  
record ,  is 2.05 pe rcen t  below t h e  1988-89 budget. 

The new p roces s  was i n i t i a t e d  i n  January by t h e  Inter-Agency Council,  composed o f  execut ives  
o f  convention e n t i t i e s .  The I A C  proposed t h e  measure a s  p a r t  o f  a comprehensive p l an  t o  ea se  t h e  
SBC1s growing c a p i t a l  needs d e f i c i t .  

While r e c e i p t s  g e n e r a l l y  have been adequate t o  fund t h e  operating budget, con t r ibu t ions  have 

. . n o t  funded t h e  c a p i t a l  needs p o r t i o n  f o r  s e v e r a l  years.  

. _ -  The new p roces s  was designed t o  al low Cooperative Program r e c i p i e n t s  t o  p l an  budgets more 
. . -.;. 

i t +  ... . accu ra t e ly  and t o  al low t h e  convention t o  pay off i ts  c a p i t a l  needs commitments. 
<....$\ : A" 

9-'=.' : 
I _. . .  -. .. . -:, . Lewis s a i d  h e  is committed t o  ope ra t ing  within an t i c ipa t ed  income t o  maintain a balanced 
:id . ,. * , .. , budget. But h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  a l s o  is  committed t o  reaching Southern B a p t i s t s t  Bold Mission 

,<+' - .<.; 
.itv- .. . . Thrus t  g o a l s  of having 50,000 SBC churches  and missions and 5,000 home miss ionar ies  by t h e  yea r  
, 8:- A c . 2000. ..: . 

Continuing t o  o p e r a t e  wi th  a balanced budget and meeting Bold Mission Thrust  goa l s  w i l l  
r e q u i r e  more money s p e n t  on t h e  f i e l d  and l e s s  spent  i n  Atlanta,  he sa id .  It also w i l l  r e q u i r e  * 

s a c r i f i c i a l  g i v i n g  by Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  t h e  Cooperative Program and t h e  Annie Armstrong 
o f f e r i n g ,  he added. 

--30-- 

Acteens make commitments y-co Bap t i s t  Press  
t o  ' l i g h t 1  world f o r  C h r i s t  By Marv Knox & Ken Camp 71 17/89 

SAN A N T O N I O ,  Texas (BPI--Teen-age g i r l s  from ac ros s  t h e  country have committed themselves t o  
hold up t h e  l i g h t  o f  C h r i s t  i n  a world f i l l e d  with darkness. 

More t h a n  850 g i r l s  responded t o  t h e  cha l lenge  during t h e  National  Acteens Convention i n  San 
Antonio, Texas, July 12-15. The conference  -- which a t t r a c t e d  13,600 t eens  -- w a s  conducted by 
t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Woman's Missionary Union, which sponsors Acteens, a missions o rgan iza t ion  
f o r  g i r l s  i n  g rades  7-12. 

"You and I a r e  t h e  light of  C h r i s t .  We have h i s  flame i n  us,  " Esther  Burroughs, n a t i o n a l  
evangelism c o n s u l t a n t  f o r  women f o r  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission Board, t o l d  t h e  g i r l s .  
I1But if we have s o  much l i g h t ,  how come t h e  world i s  s o  dark?" 

Burroughs chal lenged t h e  Acteens t o  "hold t h e  l i g h t n  f o r  people stumbling i n  t h e  darkness:  
"I want you t o  do only what J e sus  has asked you t o  do. Carry t h e  l i g h t  of  Chr i s t .  Be t h e  l i g h t ,  
d i s p e l l i n g  t h e  darkness  i n  harmony with God." 

The darkness  o f  t h e  world was d isp layed  i n  a' processional  o f  "missing threadsm -- a parade 
of  38 black f l a g s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  n a t i o n s  c lo sed  o r  h o s t i l e  t o  Chr i s t i an  miss ionar ies .  

And t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  a s i n g l e  l i g h t  sh in ing  i n  harmony with o t h e r  s i n g l e  
l i g h t s ,  t h e  house l i g h t s  i n  t h e  a r ena  were dimmed a s  Acteens turned on pocket f l a s h l i g h t s  they 
had r ece ived  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  evening. 

"May we be a s h i n i n g  l i g h t  t o  t h e  n a t i o n s  -- a sh in ing  l i g h t  t o  t h e  peoples  of t h e  e a r t h , "  
Burroughs prayed. " T i l l  t h e  whole world s e e s  t h e  g lory  o f  your name, may your pure l i g h t  s h i n e  
through us. " 

The 850-plus g i r l s  who accepted Burroughs' cha l lenge  e i t h e r  announced f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t ,  
recommitted f a i t h  i n  him, s t a t e d  i n t e n  t i o n  t o  become miss ionar ies  o r  expressed o t h e r  personal  
s p i r i t u a l  concerns,  s a i d  J an  Tur ren t ine ,  e d i t o r  o f  Accent, t h e  WU magazine f o r  Acteens. 
Informat ion  on each d e c i s i o n  w i l l  be  s e n t  t o  each g i r l ' s .  pastor .  

--more-- 
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The commitment s e r v i c e  h igh l igh t ed  fou r  days of events  t h a t  centered on t h e  convention 
' .. theme, " In  Harmony. " 

"We wanted Acteens t o  d i s cove r  harmony with Cod, o t h e r s  and s e l f ,  and a s  a r e s u l t ,  t o  be 
chal lenged t o  b r i n g  o t h e r s  i n t o  harmony i n  those  same ways," s a i d  Mart i  Solomon, t h e  WMU1s 
Acteens consu l t an t .  

"We wanted NAC t o  b e  a  l i fe -changing  exper ience  -- a time f o r  Acteens t o  come toge the r  and 
f e l l owsh ip  with one another ,  draw c l o s e r  t o  God, deepen t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  walk, s t rengthen  t h e i r  
c a l l  t o  mi s s ions  and maybe even b e  w i l l i n g  t o  fol low God's c a l l  i n t o  missions.tl 

The va r ious  components o f  t h e  convention i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  harmony theme: 

. .< . ,  . .. . . .. -- nCompositions,n a s e r i e s  of B i b l e  s t u d i e s  w r i t t e n  by Rosalie Beck, a s s o c i a t e  p ro fe s so r  o f  
!. . .f, : r e l i g i o n  a t  Baylor  Un ive r s i t y  i n  Waco, Texas, and presented by 17 leaders .  The s t u d i e s  urged t h e  

i A: . 
: :':.':. :? g i r l s  t o  d i s c o v e r  harmony i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  .: . . . 

. : ' #  . - "'., . : .. - A key i s  forming a proper  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with God, s h e  s a id :  We are made i n  God's image. 
. . The female is no t  secondary. Being woman is  not  acc iden ta l  bu t  de l ibe ra t e .  God looked a t  h i s  

. . c r e a t i o n  and sa id ,  ' Very good. 11' 

Beck noted  t h e  "image o f  God" does  not  r e f e r  t o  a phys ica l  l i kenes s  b u t  t o  t h e  moral, 
. . r e l i g i o u s ,  r a t i o n a l  and emotional  image of t h e  c r ea to r .  The image of ' ~ o d  i n  humanity i nc ludes  

t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  choose r i g h t  o r  wrong, t o  g i v e  l o y a l t y  and love  t o  o t h e r s  and t o  be r e spons ib l e  
' . f o r  d e c i s i o n s  and a c t i o n s ,  s h e  s a i d .  

"He made u s  t o  do h i s  w i l l , "  s h e  added. V e  a re  not  acc idents  b u t  a r e  d e l i b e r a t e ,  
purposefb l  and loved c r e a t i o n s ,  unique i n  ou r  personhood and a b i l i t i e s .  We r e f l e c t  God t o  t h e  
world as h i s  images. lf 

. . -- nCol l ages ,w  g e n e r a l  s e s s i o n s  b u i l t  around theme i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  missionary tes t imonies ,  
music and o t h e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  

"Sometimes i t ' s  no t  fun being a  missionary:  when people a r e  hu r t i ng  and I can ' t  make i t  go 
away, when they  ask tough q u e s t i o n s  and I don ' t  have any answers, when t h e r e ' s  not enough time o r  
money o r  people  o r  energy t o  meet a l l  t h e  needs we s e e  every day," confessed D.P. Smith, a  
Southern B a p t i s t  missionary t o  t h e  Ivory Coast.  

''Those a r e n ' t  my f a v o r i t e  t imes.  But you know, sometimes t h e  hard t imes a r e  when I l e a r n  
some very impor tan t  l e s sons .  God b r i n g s  t h e  harmony i n t o  my l i f e .  He's t h e  source. He is t h e  
harmony . 'I 

Mildred McWhorter, a missionary i n  i nne r - c i t y  Houston, continued t h e  theme, t e l l i n g  how God 
had enabled h e r  t o  m i n i s t e r  t o  people l i k e  Rachel, a  Hispanic teen-ager who became a C h r i s t i a n  
a f t e r  r ead ing  a B ib l e  McWhorter had l e f t  f o r  h e r  family yea r s  before ,  and Debbie, a 16-year-old 
mother who came seeking  a home f o r  h e r  8-pound baby daughter.  

"Acteens, t h e  world c a n ' t  do wi thout  love  and g e t  along very wel l , "  McWhorter advised. 

Accent E d i t o r  Tur ren t ine  urged t h e  g i r l s  t o  become miss ionar ies  themselves, even i n  t h e i r  
t e en  years .  She t o l d  about  Acteens Ac t iva to r s ,  a  missions p r o j e c t  program f o r  t eens  t h a t  
provides  pe r sona l  involvement i n  miss ions ,  and s h e  encouraged t h e  g i r l s  t o  pray f o r  mi s s iona r i e s  
and l e a r n  about  miss ions  work. 

"Through t h e  Acteens o rgan iza t ion ;  Acteens experience what i t  means t o  be i n  harmony with 
God as they l e a r n  t o  exper ience  harmony with themselves and o the r s , "  s h e  s a id .  

-- "Synthes izer ,  l1 an e x h i b i t  extravaganza f ea tu r ing  4 1 booths t h a t  h ighl ighted  world, 
n a t i o n a l  and l o c a l  miss ions .  

'We t r i e d  t o  g e t  some booths and a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  would teach them about B a p t i s t  miss ions ,  
about t h e  world around them, about be ing  a C h r i s t i a n  and how t o  l ea rn  t h ings  about themselves,"  
expla ined  Cindy McClain, WMU p roduc t s  e d i t o r  and Synthes izer  organizer .  

--more-- 
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The exh ib i t  a rea  fea tured booths i n  which t h e  g i r l s  could t a l k  t o  missionaries, learn  about 
a . , s p e c i f i c  mission work, tour  a mobile d i sas te r - re l i e f  kitchen, play educational games re la ted  t o  

missions and hear t h e  famous Bible verse John 3:16 i n  mare than a dozen languages. 

Synthesizer a l so  featured an a rea  where t h e  g i r l s  could leave canned goods fo r  t h e  San 
Antonio Food Bank. Before t h e  week was out ,  t h e  g i r l s  had provided more than f i v e  tons  of  food 

. . . , f o r  t h e  bank, which feeds more than 150,000 people per month. 

"We wanted t o  g ive  t h e  g i r l s  an opportunity t o  help people i n  t h e  San Antonio area," McClain 
sa id .  "The cans of food a r e  an expression o f  t h e i r  commitment t o  help others." 

-- nKaleidoscope,ll an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f e s t i v a l  t h a t  featured food and entertainment i n  San 
Antonio's downtown r i v e r s i d e  park, La V i l l i t a .  

The f e s t i v a l  was designed t o  help  t h e  g i r l s  s e e  t h e  breadth and v a i e t y  of the  world and t o  
confront t h e  mix o f  c u l t u r e s  t h a t  e x i s t  around them, organizers said.  

~ o c a l  coordination waa provided by Tom Harre l l ,  a s t a f f  member a t  St. Mary's Catholic 
Church. Kaleidoscope fea tured more than  150 en te r t a ine r s  and 57 food booths. More than 40 l o c a l  
organizations,  involving more than 200 volunteers,  helped s t age  t h e  event. 

-- Youth i s s u e s  conferences, which forced t h e  g i r l s  t o  confront 'such burdens of  America's 
youth as su ic ide ,  sexua l i ty ,  peer pressure,  drugs, abuse and t h e  occult .  

The conferences were designed t o  help  t h e  g i r l s  cope with s i t u a t i o n s  they face through t h e i r  
teen years ,  WMU l eaders  sa id .  

Carolyn Jenkins, min i s t e r  t o  col lege  s tudents  and youth a t  F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church of  
Nashville, go t  t o  t h e  point :  "Chr is t iani ty  should be a l i f e s t y l e ,  no t  a label .  Scr ip ture  shows 
u s  i t ' s  not what's on our l i p s ,  i t ' s  what's i n  our l i v e s  t h a t  matters." 

I n  a c los ing  ceremony, Acteens Consultant Solomon acknowledged t h e  g i r l s  had a good week but 
urged them t o  carry  t h e i r  f a i t h  and t h e  harmony it brings t o  t h e i r  l i v e s  back t o  t h e i r  homes. 

"Now it i s  time t o  share  t h e  harmony. Now it is time t o  share t h e  music," she said.  "Let 
the  song go forth." 

--30-- 
( ~ l s o  contr ibut ing t o  t h i s  s to ry  were Karen Benson, Janet  Cramer, Tim Nicholas, Keith Randall, 

, . Susan Todd and Frank Wm. White. 

Questions l i n g e r .  
over BJCPA funding 

Baptist  Press 
By ~ o b y  Druin 71 17/89 

DALLAS (BPI--Messengers t o  t h e  1989 annual meeting of  the Southern Bapt is t  Convention 
refused t o  tamper with t h e  amount of funds budgeted f o r  t h e  Bapt is t  Jo in t  Committee on Public 
Affa i rs ,  but c o n f l i c t i n g  statements s e n t  them home with l inger ing questions about just how much 
support the denomination is providing f o r  t h e  Washington agency. 

The BJC is  a r e l i g i o u s  l ibe r ty / separa t ion  of church and s t a t e  watchdog organization composed 
of nine Bap t i s t  denominations i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  and Canada. 

On one hand, Sam Currin,  chairman of  the  SBC Public Affairs  Committee, the  18-member panel 
. which is t h e  denomination's representa t ion on t h e  BJC, sa id ,  "Southern Bapt is ts  provide almost 90 

percent o f  t h e  funding of  t h e  Bap t i s t  J o i n t  Committee." 

On t h e  o the r ,  James M. Dunn, executive d i rec to r  of the  BJCPA, challenged Curfin's statment,  
.' . . i n s i s t i n g  t h e  SBC w i l l  provide only 53.7 Percent of J o i n t  Committee funds i n  the  1990 budget, i s  ) providing only 60 percent t h i s  year  and sa id  it was 70 percent l a s t  year. 

- -- 
Both were r i g h t ,  a t  l e a s t  a f t e r  Currin l a t e r  redefined his terms, changing "90 percent of  

t h e  findingff t o  "When you look a t  t h e  denominational support f o r  t h e  Bapt is t  Jo int  Committee on 
Public Affairs ,  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention has given something l i k e  90 percent of  the  

1: " - 
--more-- 
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Messengers approved a $391,796 a l l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  BJC when they okayed t h e  1989-90 budget. 
However, two motions t o  r econs ide r  t h e  budget and d i v e r t  funds t o  o t h e r  agencies  caused debate 

. over  SBC suppor t  before  t h e  messengers re fused  t h e  recons idera t ion  e f f o r t  by a vote  o f  6,034 t o  
5,198. 

Cur r in  r a i s e d  t h e  i s s u e  and made o t h e r  charges about al leged J o i n t  Committee fund r a i s i n g  
e f f o r t s  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee. 

The PAC was expanded t o  18 members from 15 i n  1987 when membership o f  t h e  j o i n t  committee 
was expanded from 45 t o  54. The PAC, which before  had a voice only through t h e  BJC was given 
power by t h e  SBC t o  speak ou t  "on motions and r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention upon 
which t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Publ ic  A f f a i r s  cannot agree and/or does no t  support .  l1 

Rancor between t h e  PAC and t h e  BJC h a s  grown ove r  a va r i e ty  of i s sues ,  inc luding  t h e  amount 
. . o f  money going  t o  t h e  BJC and whether i t  should be channeled through t h e  PAC, The mat te r  o f  

funding su r f aced  aga in  i n  Las Vegas i n  ques t ions  pu t  t o  Currin following h i s  r e p o r t  a s  chairman 
o f  t h e  PAC. 

Responding t o  a q u e s t i o n ,  Cur r in ,  who is a North Caro l ina  Superior  Court judge, s a i d ,  
"Southern B a p t i s t s  provide  almost 90 pe rcen t  of t h e  funding of t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee,ll bu t  
charged t h e  PAC i s  ''unable t o  g e t  an accounting from t h e  Bap t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on something as 
b a s i c  as where t h e i r  money is coming from and how i t  i s  being spent." 

Cur r in  f 'ur ther  charged t h e  BJC is  "circumventing t h e  Cooperative Program i n  s o l i c i t i n g  
funds. We a r e  g e t t i n g  r e p o r t s  . .. of anywhere from $100,000 t o  $M0,000 being s o l i c i t e d  o u t s i d e  
t h e  Cooperat ive Program from o t h e r  Southern B a p t i s t  sources." 

Dunn, l a t e r  g iven  t h r e e  minutes t o  respond although i t  came a f t e r  t h e  convention had voted 
on t h e  motion t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  budget ,  s a i d  every meeting of  t h e  J o i n t  Committee r ece ives  an 
o u t s i d e  c e r t i f i e d  a u d i t  of  where BJC funds come from and how they a r e  spent .  

Dunn countered C u r r i n t s  claim t h a t  90  percent  o f  funds come from t h e  SBC, and noted t h a t  t h e  
$391,796 t o  be provided by t h e  SBC i n  t h e  1989-90 BJCPA budget of  $729,772 is 53.7 percent  o f  t h e  
t o t a l .  He s a i d  t h e  SBC p o r t i o n  was 60 percent  i n  1988-89 and 70 percent  i n  1987-88. 

Responding l a t e r ,  Curr in  changed h i s  r e f e r ence  from "90 percent  of t h e  fundingt1 i n  h i s  
o r i g i n a l  charge  t o  speak o f  lldenominational support ."  

Both men were c o r r e c t  i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  percentage o f  t h e  SBC1s support  o f  t h e  t o t a l  budget. 
Curr in  when h e  r e f e r r e d  t o  "denominational support t1 because Southern B a p t i s t s  do provide 90  
percent  o f  t h e  funds t h a t  come from t h e  n ine  B a p t i s t  bodies. 

Dunn provided a copy o f  t h e  1988 BJC  a u d i t  t o  B a p t i s t  s t a t e  newspaper e d i t o r s .  I n  t h a t  
a u d i t ,  t h e  budget c a l l e d  f o r  $499,625 from t h e  n ine  conventions and $448,400 -- 89.7 percent ,  
about a s  Cur r in  had s t a t e d  -- was t o  be from t h e  1987-88 SBC budget. But t h e  $448,400 was 70 
percent  o f  t h e  $638,210 BJC  t o t a l  budget f o r  t h e  yea r ,  a s  Dunn stated. 

The 1988 BJC budget c a l l e d  f o r  l ~ c o n t r i b u t i o n s "  of $34,000 i n  addi t ion  t o  denominational 
support .  Th i s  y e a r ' s  l l cont r ibu t ionsw were up t o  $82,009 and t h e  1989-90 f i g u r e  c a l l s  f o r  
$144,604. (The ba lance  of t h e  1989-90 BJC budget c a l l s  f o r  t h e  $391,796 from t h e  SBC, $92,610 
from t h e  o t h e r  e i g h t  convent ions ,  $45,862 from i n t e r e s t  earned, $17,900 from l i t e r a t u r e  s a l e s  and 
$37,000 from s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  National  Religious Liber ty  Conference. ) 

C u r r i n l s  r e f e r ence  t o  11$100,000 t o  $200,000" being r a i s ed  by t h e  BJC o u t s i d e  t h e  Cooperative 
Program from Southern B a p t i s t s  apparent ly  was aimed a t  t h e  "contr ibut ions.  l1 

If a l l  o f  t h e  $144,604 i n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  p ro j ec t ed  f o r  1989-90 were t o  come from Southern 
B a p t i s t s ,  t h a t  f i g u r e  coupled with t h e  $391,796 from t h e  Cooperative Program would mean 73.5 
percent  would be coming from Southern B a p t i s t s .  

I 
One a c t i o n  obvious ly  aimed a t  g e t t i n g  a t  t h e  source  o f  those funds was Executive Committee 

approval  i n  Las Vegas of a change i n  t h e  SBC Business and Financia l  P lan  r e q u i r i n g  each SBC 
e n t i t y  r e p o r t  annual ly  t o  t h e  Executive Committee "on any type of fund r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  
conducted by t h e  e n t i t y .  

--more-- 
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Any s p e c i a l  f i n a n c i a l  campaign would r e q u i r e  endorsement by t h e  conven t ion  o r  Execu t ive  
Committee and no agency c a n  "approach i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  groups f o r  s p e c i a l  s o l i c i t a t i o n s  on b e h a l f  
of  t h e  agency w i t h o u t  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  conven t ion  o f  i t s  Execut ive  C~mmittee.~' 

Dunn s a y s  none o f  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  h a s  come o r  w i l l  come because o f  s o l i c i t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
SBC, f o r b i d d e n  b y  t h e  b u s i n e s s  and f i n a n c i a l  p l a n  excep t  f o r  a p p e a l s  f a r  endowment funds.  

"It is a l i e ,  l1 t o  s a y  t h e  f u n d s  come from s o l i c i t a t i o n  by him or t h e  BJC, Dunn s a i d  i n  a 
t e l e p h o n e  i n t e r v i e w  las t  week. 

"There are t h o s e  whose m e n t a l i t y  is so c o n s p i r a t o r i a l ,  s o  da rk  and s o  m a n i p u l a t i v e l y  
p o l i t i c a l  t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  imagine  t h e  groundswel l  o f  s u p p o r t  t h a t  h a s  come t o  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  
Committee s i m p l y  because  o u r  budge t  was c u t  i n  San Antonio l a s t  y e a r , "  Dunn said. 

Many t i m e s  s i n c e  t h e  San  Antonio a c t i o n ,  which c u t  BJC funds by $48,400, Dunn s a i d ,  p a s t o r s  
... ' or  c h u r c h  members h a v e  c a l l e d  him t o  say t h e  J o i n t  Committee had been p l a c e d  i n  t h e i r  budget  f o r  

v a r i o u s  amounts. 

"And I d i d n ' t  even know t h e  p e r s o n ,  t h e  church,  and d i d n ' t  know i t  was coming," Dunn s a i d .  
"They d i d n f  t ask u s  i f  t h e y  c o u l d ,  i f  t h e y  shou ld ,  i f  we would t a k e  it. But I am j u s t  l i k e  
anybody who h a s  a n  agency r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  -- I haven ' t  s e n t  a s i n g l e  check back. But I have n o t  
been s o l i c i t i n g  funds .  l1 

The l a r g e s t  g i f t  t h a t  h a s  come t o  t h e  BJC, Dunn s a i d ,  h a s  been from a Texas woman who 
p r e f e r s  t o  remain  anonymous. He would n o t  even d i v u l g e  t h e  amount o f  h e r  g i f t .  O t h e r s ,  h e  
n o t e d ,  i n c l u d e  $10,591 from t h e  B a p t i s t  General  Convention o f  Texas approved by t h e  1987 
c o n v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  e v e n t  BJC f u n d s  were  reduced last  y e a r  i n  San Antonio; $10,000 from t h e  
Sou thern  B a p t i s t  A l l i a n c e ,  $6,000 e a c h  from F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Amar i l lo ,  and t h e  B a p t i s t  
Genera l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a  and a n o t h e r  g i f t  from North C a r o l i n a  B a p t i s t s .  

(Texas  B a p t i s t  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  Wil l iam M. P inson Jr. s a i d  l a s t  week t h e  Texas B a p t i s t  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  commit tee  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e  funds f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee a t  i t s  August 
mee t ing  i n  Dallas. 1 

A more d e t a i l e d  l ist  o f  c o n t r i b u t o r s  w i l l  b e  g iven  t o  BJC t r u s t e e s ,  Dunn s a i d ,  but i t  may 
j u s t  i n c l u d e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  g i f t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  names o f  churches  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  p r o t e c t  them 
from harassment  . 

"1 am t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  ' h i t t e e '  r i g h t  now," Dunn s a i d .  llCritics of  t h o s e  who would o f f e r  u s  
s u p p o r t  would l i k e  t o  add them t o  t h e  h i t  l i s t  and t h e y  want t o  know how much we a r e  g e t t i n g  from 
Southern  B a p t i s t  s o u r c e s  s o  t h e y  cou ld  d e l e t e  t h a t  much from our  Coopera t ive  Program suppor t . "  

--3o-- 

C a r o l i n a  I n d i a n s  b u i l d  church  fv dm6 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
f o r  Sou th  Dakota c o u s i n s  By B i l l  Bangham 7/17/89 

ENEMY SWIM, S.D. (BPI--Wilbert  Rober tson wanted t o  go  home, s o  some o f  h i s  c o u s i n s  gave him 
a hand. 

His c o u s i n s  -- members o f  t h e  Cohar ie ,  Haliwa Saponi ,  Lumbee, T u s c a r o r a  and Waccamaw Siouan  
t r i b e s  from North C a r o l i n a ' s  Burn t  Swamp B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  -- used t h e i r  J u l y  4 t h  h o l i d a y  t o  
p r e s e n t  t h e  m i s s i o n  p a s t o r  w i t h  a n  u n u s u a l  g i f t .  I n  t h r e e  days  t h e y  e r e c t e d  a church b u i l d i n g  
f o r  him. 

Al though h e  had n e v e r  l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  now, home f o r  Robertson is Enemy Swim, S.D. His 
mother  grew up on nearby  P i c k e r e l  Lake, p a r t  o f  t h e  Wahpeton-Sisseton Sioux I n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n .  

For  t h e  p a s t  20 y e a r s  Rober tson h a s  se rved  as p a s t o r  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t  I n d i a n  churches  i n  
o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  Dakotas.  His f a m i l y  had moved from Enemy Swim t o  North  Dakota b e f o r e  h e  was 
born.  

A t  Enemy Swim Rober t son  is s t a r t i n g  Sou thern  B a p t i s t ' s  newest church i n  South Dakota. The 
work is j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  and h e  h a s  been h e r e  less t h a n  a month. "But t h i s  i s  home,11 he s a i d .  
l l I 1 m  a member o f  t h i s  t r i b e .  l1 

--mope-- 
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He came with no congrega t ion ,  j u s t  a name -- Bethany Bap t i s t  Mission -- and a d e s i r e .  

Now he a l s o  h a s  a bui ld ing .  

Cons t ruc t ion  began e a r l y  Monday, J u l y  3. By Wednesday evening, Robertson l ed  ' the  first 
worship s e r v i c e  a t  Bethany B a p t i s t  -- ded ica t ion  of t h e  nearly completed, 3,000 square-foot  
f a c i l i t y .  

The involvement and suppor t  of North Caro l ina  Indians  is i n d i c a t i v e  of a new responsiveness 
among e t h n i c  churches,  s a i d  Oscar Romo, d i r e c t o r  of language church ex tens ion  f o r  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board. "We're going t o  s e e  more of t h i s , "  he predic ted .  

., ; . : 7 . . . ._. ^ +  . . Burnt  Swamp a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  involvement began with a Home Hission Board language missions 
, , conference.  Robertson and Tony Brewington, a Lumbee Ind ian  from t h e  a s soc i a t i on ,  met s e v e r a l  

C .  

, . :.: y e a r s  ago a t  t h e  conference and remained i n  contact .  When Robertson expressed a d e s i r e  t o  begin ": 
' . .  .... . a mission a t  Enemy Swim, Brewington thought  Burnt Swamp could help by providing a building.  . . 

The a s s o c i a t i o n  is  almost  e n t i r e l y  Indian ,  c ros se s  s t a t e  l i n e s  and inc ludes  56 churches and 
. . . miss ions  i n  North Caro l ina ,  South Ca ro l ina  and Maryland. 3 

Const ruc t ion  was i n i t i a l l y  t o  be  a B a p t i s t  Men's p ro j ec t ,  but qu ick ly  became an a s soc i a t i on -  
wide a f f a i r  a f t e r  Robertson spoke i n  some of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n t s  churches l a s t  win ter .  

''He's a man who touched ou r  h e a r t , "  s a i d  Mlke Cummings, Burnt Swamp's d i r e c t o r  o f  missions.  
"It was impor tan t  f o r  u s  t h a t  he could say ,  'My people, '  speak with au tho r i t y  and speak from t h e  
h e a r t .  *I 

I n  t h e  end, 49 churches con t r ibu t ed  70-80 workers and $80,000 toward t h e  p r o j e c t ,  Cummings 
s a i d .  

Among those  who t r a v e l e d  t h e  1,600 m i l e s  from North Carolina, 26 men were cons t ruc t ion  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and experienced miss ions  volunteers .  Other  men came t o  he lp  a s  they could. 

Women from t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  he ld  a Vacation Bib le  School f o r  a r e a  ch i ld ren  and cooked f o r  t h e  
crew. There were a l s o  daytime a d u l t  B ib l e  s t u d i e s  and evening e v a n g e l i s t i c  s e r v i c e s  under 
t e n t s .  

Cummings s a i d  Burnt  Swamp's commitment w i l l  go beyond the  completed bui lding.  The 
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  r a i s e  $500 a month f o r  Robertson's support  over t h e  next two y e a r s  through t h e i r  
Woman' s Missionary Union, he s a i d .  

The f i rs t  B a p t i s t  work a t  Enemy Swim was a Bib le  s tudy and ch i ld ren ' s  program held s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  by F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  S i s s e t o n ,  another  Ind i an  congregation 30 mi les  away. The 
S i s s e t o n  church is sponsor ing  t h e  new mission.  

'We see t h i s  as  a p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  F i r s t  Bap t i s t , "  Cummings said. 

"It 's almost a n  obsess ion  wi th  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  be missionary," he explained. "Being a 
minor i ty  people,  maybe i t  h a s  taken  u s  a while  t o  s e e  t h a t .  But wet re  a respons ib le  people -- a 
mature, sophisticated people -- and we're growing i n  our  understanding of  what Southern B a p t i s t s  
a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do. 

"This hands-on mi s s ions  involvement i s  t h e  b e s t  way o f  educat ing people about t h a t , "  
Cummings s a i d .  

The e a s t e r n  t r i b e s  represented  i n  Burnt Swamp as soc i a t i on  are t r u l y  cousins o f  t h e  Sioux, 
s a i d  Hubbard Lowery, a b i v o c a t i o n a l  p a s t o r  and engineer  who designed Bethany's new bui ld ing .  ''We 
come from t h e  same l i n g u i s t i c  and c u l t u r a l  group," he s a id .  "When t h e  Sioux were pushed ou t  o f  
t h e  e a s t ,  we remained behind i n  sma l l  pockets;n 

They a l s o  s h a r e  a legacy o f  pover ty ,  Lowery sa id .  "It wasn't t h a t  long ago t h a t  we 
experienced t h e  pover ty  of t h e s e  people. You could d r i v e  our roads and pick out  t h e  Ind i an  
houses. But t h a t ' s  changed f o r  us. God has  blessed us.  " 

--mnmm-- 



71 17/89 Page 9 B a p t i s t  P re s s  
.. ... 

''To s e e  t h e  poverty h e r e  touches  us," Cummings added. "We remember. We h o w  what t h a t ' s  
l i k e .  A l o t  o f  t h i n g s  moved u s  t o  come here."  

Tha t ' s  why a s  Wilber t  Robinson watched Bethany's bu i ld ing  r i s e  from t h e  p r a i r i e  under t h e  
hands o f  h i s  cous ins ,  he saw t h e  promise beyond i t .  I t ' s  more t han  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  a bu i ld ing ,  

. . . .. he s a i d ,  o r  t h e  two-and-one h a l f  a c r e s  o f  r e s e r v a t i o n  land with a 25-year renewable l ea se .  

"For t o o  long we have depended on ou r  white  b re th ren , "  Robertson sa id .  "This i s  Ind ian  
m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  Indian.  To me t h i s  i s  an  answer t o  prayer  i n  our  e f f o r t s  t o  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  
n a t i v e  Americans i n  t h i s  a rea .  

- .  
"My dream," he  s a i d ,  "is t h a t  when I r e t i r e ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be enough ordained men ou t  of t h i s  

church t o  c a r r y  me t o  t h e  cemetery." 
. .  . 3 .. . .- -..30-- 
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, %' Mentally r e t a r d e d  t each  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
VBS vo lun tee r s  God's l ove  By Ken Camp - $ 3  7/17/89 

ABILENE, Texas (BP)--As vo lun tee r s  from a r e a  churches conduct Vacation B ib l e  School among 
menta l ly  r e t a rded  people a t  t h e  Abilene  exas as) S t a t e  School,  t e ache r s  and s tuden t s  a l i k e  l e a r n  
about t h e  depth  and d i v e r s i t y  o f  God's love ,  according t o  Chaplain Chuck Webber. 

This  y e a r  marked t h e  t h i r d  annual  Vacation B ib l e  School program a t  t h e  s t a t e  school  
coord ina ted  by Webber, a Southern B a p t i s t  chapla in ,  I n  those  t h r e e  years ,  15 churches 
r ep re sen t ing  f i v e  denominations have p a r t i c i p a t e d .  

Southwest Park B a p t i s t  ~ h u r d h  i n  Abilene has p a r t i c i p a t e d  each of t h e  t h r e e  yea r s  and has  
con t r ibu t ed  t h e  l a r g e s t  number o f  vo lun tee r s  from any congregation. 

"The k i d s  of  Southwest Park B a p t i s t  Church have learned  t o  love  and g ive  t o  t h e s e  r e t a rded  
c l i e n t s  wi th  a joy I seldom s e e  a s  c h a p l a i n  here ,"  s a i d  Webber. 

This  y e a r ,  t h e  Southwest Park youth group led  Vacation Bible School one hour each n i g h t  from 
June 26-29 i n  a women's u n i t  a t  t h e  s t a t e  school.  

Under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Min i s t e r  o f  Youth Bobby Broyles ,  t eenagers  from Southwest Park taught  
songs,  p r aye r s ,  B ib l e  s t o r i e s  and h a n d i c r a f t s  t o  s t a t e  school  c l i e n t s .  A c t i v i t i e s  focused on 
dramatized v e r s i o n s  o f  f a m i l i a r  s t o r i e s ,  such a s  t h e  parable  of  t h e  Good Samaritan; r e p e t i t i o n  o f  
f a m i l i a r  choruses ;  and r e c i t a t i o n  o f  f a m i l i a r  passages, such a s  Psalm 23 and t h e  Lord's Prayer. 

''This y e a r ,  one o f  ou r  t a l k a t i v e  o l d e r  l a d i e s  volunteered t o  do a prayer  during prayer  time 
and managed t o  r e c i t e  t h e  Lord1$ P raye r  a l l  t h e  way through,"  s a i d  Webber. 

"The Southwest Park youth group broke out  i n t o  applause when she  f i n i shed ,  because she  has  
n o t  made it  a l l  t h e  way through be fo re ,  and these  young people have come t o  know he r  we l l  enough 
t o  know when s h e  has  t r u l y  made a succes s  i n  her  e f f o r t s .  Knowing h e r  f o r  t h r e e  yea r s  has  
helped.  I' 

Involvement a t  Abilene S t a t e  School is p a r t  of t h e  o v e r a l l  missions program a t  Southwest 
Park,  Broyles  noted. 

''We p l a n  a major miss ion  t r i p  each yea r ,  and one t h i n g  we i n s i s t  on is t h a t  t h e  young people 
have t o  be involved i n  miss ions  h e r e  i n  Abilene before they can go o f f  t o  do missions,"  he  s a i d ,  
adding t h a t  t h e  young people a l s o  conduct  l o c a l  backyard Bib le  clubs.  

"This i s  n o t  a p e r i p h e r a l  min i s t ry .  The impact of being able t o  g ive  t o  somebody who r e a l l y  
needs i t  makes a d i f f e r e n c e  t o  ou r  young people." 

The youth were f r i gh t ened  and uneasy when they first became involved i n  t h e  Vacation B i b l e  
School program among mental ly r e t a r d e d  people a t  t h e  school t h r e e  y e a r s  ago, Broylea r e c a l l e d .  
However, he  has  seen t h e i r  apprehension t u r n  i n t o  acceptance. 

--more-- 
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I n i t i a l  f e a r  and confus ion  is n a t u r a l ,  but a growing f e e l i n g  o f  acceptance and love  f o r  t h e  
mental ly r e t a rded  is  e s s e n t i a l ,  Webber s a i d .  He noted t h a t  t h e  c l i e n t s  a t  t h e  s t a t e  school  do 
n o t  l e a r n  through i n s t i t u t i o n a l  methods a s  much a s  by example and emotion. 

"1 t e l l  groups coming i n  h e r e ,  'How you f e e l  i s  more important than  what you say. C l i e n t s  
know t h a t  you a r e  coming i n  t h e  name of Jesus.  How you behave and feel is what t h e y ' l l  
remember. They ' l l  e i t h e r  f e e l  r e j e c t i o n  i n  Jesus1  name o r  p i t y  i n  J e sus t  name o r  love  and 
acceptance i n  J e sus1  name.'" 

Webber s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  Vacat ion B ib l e  School volunteers  l e a r n  more t han  they e v e r  thought  
p o s s i b l e  about God's l o v e  through t h e i r  experiences a t  t h e  s t a t e  school: "Ministry t o  r e t a rded  
people,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  who a r e  s o  s e r i o u s l y  a f fec ted ,  is a hidden b less ing .  A t  same p l ace  i n  
your s o u l ,  you have t o  come t o  g r i p s  w i th  who God va lues  and whether you have va lues  s i m i l a r  t o  
h i s ,  " h e  s a i d .  

"Working wi th  profoundly r e t a rded  people is a wonderful b l e s s ing ,  because every person who 
t r ' i e s  such work w i l l  have t o  d i s cove r  whether th inking  and f e e l i n g  are t r u l y  equal  p a r t s  o f  being 
a human being. Does God l o v e  t h i n k e r s  who r a r e l y  show emotion? He s u r e  does, and he  also l o v e s  
t hose  who f e e l  deeply bu t  r a r e l y  show organized thought. 

"Jesus  v i s i t s  ou r  c l i e n t s  i n  VBS. He comes embodied i n  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  who volunteer  t o  be 
here.  l1 

--30~- 

Couple t a l k  b l u n t l y  
t o  Acteens about sex  

A- a3 Bap t i s t  P re s s  
By Karen Benson 

(LJ M U) 
7/ 17/89 

\ J 
SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BPI--If s t a t i s t i c s  hold t r u e ,  one i n  four  of  t h e  13,600 teen-age g i r l s  

a t t end ing  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Nat iona l  Acteens Convention i n  San Antonio, Texas, Ju ly  12-15, 
ha s  been o r  w i l l  be s e x u a l l y  a s s a u l t e d  dur ing  he r  l i f e t i m e .  

For  t h a t  reason ,  B i l l  and Deana Blackburn, l e a d e r s  o f  a convention seminar on "Youth i n  
Crisis: Sexual i ty1* gave some p l a i n  t a l k  and b lunt  warnings t o  t h e  g i r l s ,  who a r e  members of t h e  
miss ions  o rgan iza t ion  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t  g i r l s  i n  grades  7-12. 

The Blackburnst  advice t o  t h e  g i r l s  r a n  t h e  gamut from s e t t i n g  sexual  limits on a d a t e ;  t o  
pray ing  be fo re ,  du r ing  and a f t e r  a d a t e ;  t o  teen-age pregnancy; t o  i n c e s t ;  t o  d a t e  rape. 

But they balanced t h e i r  warnings wi th  b i b l i c a l  t eachings  on sexua l i t y .  "Sex is a p a r t  o f  
God's good c r e a t i o n "  a s  long a s  i t  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  context  o f  a marriage r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  B i l l  
Blackburn s a i d .  He is  p a s t o r  o f  T r i n i t y  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Ker rv i l l e ,  Texas. 

"Chr i s t i an  s e x u a l i t y  is a p a r t  o f  If f e , "  he sa id .  God intended f o r  s exua l i t y  t o  i nc lude  
companionship, in t imacy,  c lo senes s  and f r i endsh ip ,  he s a id .  

Thei r  admonitions inc luded:  

-- Real ize  t h a t  "a p a r t  o f  a guy ' s  sexual  apparatus is h i s  hands," he s a id .  "When you ' re  
t a l k i n g  heavy p e t t i n g ,  when you ' re  t a l k i n g  hands on t h e  b r e a s t s ,  hands on t h e  g e n i t a l  a r ea s ,  
hands i n s i d e  c l o t h e s  -- you ' re  t a l k i n g  about very dangerous s t u f f . "  

To prevent  a d i f f i c u l t  s exua l  s i t u a t i o n ,  s e t  l i m i t s  before  a da t e ,  he s a id .  "That doesn ' t  
mean you have t o  shake hands a t  t h e  end o f  every da t e , "  he noted, adding t h a t  knowing t h e  l i m i t s  
beforehand w i l l  p revent  problems l a t e r .  

-- Be aware t h a t  most r apes  a r e  committed by an acquaintance of  t h e  victim. More t han  h a l f  
of t h e  r ape  c a s e s  r epo r t ed ,  and by f a r  a major i ty  o f  t h e  cases not  repor ted ,  a r e  cases  of  "da te  
rape" o r  "acquaintance r ape , "  s a i d  Deana Blackburn, who is  outreach coord ina tor  f o r  t h e  H i 1 1  
Country Crisis Council  i n  K e r r v i l l e .  

-- "Trust  your i n s t i n c t s , "  s h e  s a id .  "It's b e t t e r  t o  be rude than  t o  be raped, Don't be 
t o o  embarrassed t o  g e t  o u t  o f  a bad s i t u a t i o n  before  it 's too  l a t e . "  

--more-- 
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-- Be a l e r t  t o  t h e  signs of  a p o t e n t i a l  r ap i s t .  He is  a person who is looking f o r  an easy 
target o r  someone who is  vulnerable,  she sa id .  He has more t r a d i t i o n a l  o r  extreme views on the  
r o l e  of women, believing t h a t  the  woman should be t o t a l l y  dependent on him. 

"He doesn' t  want you t o  be with your fr iends.  He only wants you t o  be  with him, and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  be alone with him," she  warned. "He w i l l  tend t o  be very, very jealous. That 's  
someone t o  be very ca re fu l  about." 

A p o t e n t i a l  r a p i s t  a l s o  w i l l  be prone t o  extreme mood swings, she said.  One minute he can 
be very angry. The next minute he can be very apologetic, thoughtful, even loving and caring. 

-- Know what t o  do a f t e r  being raped. "Your first i n s t i n c t  w i l l  be t o  g e t  r i d  of t h a t  awful 
f ee l ing  of being v io la ted , "  she sa id .  "But tuck t h i s  i n  t h e  back of your head: Don't do it. 
Don't take a shower. Don't go t o  the bathroom. Don't destroy t h e  evidence." 

Next, g e t  help  as soon a s  poss ible ,  she sa id .  Talk t o  a t rus ted  adu l t ,  go s t r a i g h t  t o  an 
emergency room, o r  f ind  some way o f  g e t t i n g  medical a t tent ion,  she added. Modern medical 
technology has enabled doc to r s  t o  t r e a t  rape vict ims with what i s  known a s  a "morning-after p i l l "  
which suspends ovulation and l e s sens  the chance of pregnancy from rape. 

Most importantly,  ge t  counseling, she  urged, noting,  "Even i f  the  sexual a s sau l t  happened 
th ree  o r  f i v e  years  ago, i t ' s  still  important f o r  you t o  seek help." 

It's important, too ,  t o  remember two keys t o  a healthy recovery from a sexual a s sau l t ,  she 
sa id:  "Know t h a t  you a r e  not alone, and know t h a t  God is fa i th fu l .  He w i l l  not dese r t  you. He 
w i l l  s e e  you through. God w i l l  not l e t  you down.n 

-- If pregnancy occurs,  know up f r o n t  there  are  only three  options f o r  dealing with the  
pregnancy : abortion,  adoption and parenthood. 

''1 encourage you t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  information on all th ree  of those options,  and d o n t t  be 
swayed by your f r i ends ,  your parents ,  o r  anybody t o  rush r i g h t  out and ge t  an abort ion," she 
sa id .  "It takes  approximately one hour t o  end a human l i f e  through abortion. I t  takes much more 
time than t h a t  t o  g e t  over an abort ion experience." 

Remember, too ,  t h a t  "from t h e  po in t  you find out you a r e  pregnant, you a re  a parent,', she 
sa id .  "You a r e  no longer an individual  making decisions j u s t  f o r  yourself .  You a re  making 
decis ions  f o r  two ind iv idua l s  who are formed i n  the image of God, and who a r e  known t o  God by 
name. It 
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