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. P r e s s u r e b u i l d s o n B a p t i s t s  
as Gaza up r i s ing  cont inues  By Mike Creswell fir ~ u e  

GAZA (BPI--Southern B a p t i s t  workers i n  Gaza are s t rugg l ing  t o  cont inue  t h e i r  min i s t ry  i n  a 
nightmare world t o r n  by s t r e e t  f i g h t i n g ,  curfews and s t r i k e s  t h a t  keep them v i r t u a l  p r i s o n e r s  i n  
t h e i r  homes f o r  up t o  12 days a t  a time. 

F ight ing  e r u p t s  spo rad ica l ly  between I s r a e l i  occupat ion t roops  and P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  s t r e e t s  
around t h e  workers' homes. 

Southern B a p t i s t s  have 10 c a r e e r  workers and t h r e e  volunteers  assigned t o  Gaza, most working 
with a nursing school  i n  Gaza City.  The workers have su f f e r ed  no i n j u r i e s  s o  f a r ,  but they 
r e p o r t  mu l t i p l e  near-misses i n  r e c e n t  months. They have narrowly escaped bombs, s ton ings  and 
shoot ing  while  pass ing  through t h e  area. 

I n  t h e  worst  i n c i d e n t ,  c a r e e r  worker Shawn Hodges o f  Hickory, N . C . ,  and h e r  7-year-old son, 
Daniel ,  encountered rock-throwing P a l e s t i n i a n  youths on t h e  s t r e e t  a s  they walked home from a 
v i s i t  t o  another  worker's home. I s r a e l i  t roops  arr ived.  "Just  as they  g o t  ou t  o f  t h e i r  vehicles 
a Molotov c o c k t a i l  ( a  g a s o l i n e  bomb) was thrown from a school  wal l  nearby and i t  landed i n  f r o n t  
Of t h e i ~  v e h i c l e s , "  Hodges s a i d .  The mother and ch i ld  r an  f o r  cover  under a  bui ld ing  as s h o t s  
were f i r e d  and then  f l e d  t o  a f r i e n d ' s  home. 

Another time t h e  Hodgesesl veh ic l e  was showered wi th  deb r i s  from a bomb t h a t  exploded c lo se  
by a s  they drove through t h e  c i t y .  

Two Southern B a p t i s t  f a m i l i e s  evacuated t o  I s r a e l  June 23 f o r  s e v e r a l  days when t h e  
kidnapping o f  an American r e l i e f  worker in Gaza prompted f e a r s  o t h e r  kidnappings o f  Americans 
would follow. The worker was r e l ea sed  unharmed. 

Southern B a p t i s t s  working i n  Gaza are v i r t u a l l y  t h e  only Americans l i v i n g  there .  As i n  
Lebanon, American males are thought  t o  be  p o t e n t i a l  kidnap t a r g e t s .  General ly,  women have not 

. been t a rge t ed  f o r  kidnapping I n  t h e  area. 

To cross from I s r a e l ' s  modern, four-lane highways i n t o  Gaza is t o  c ros s  i n t o  an already-poor 
land d i s f i g u r e d  by c o n f l i c t .  The f r o n t s  o f  most bu i ld ings  have been painted with Independence 

. s logans  o r  s t r i k e  announcements, which i n  t u r n  have been covered with black p a i n t  by 
a u t h o r i t i e s .  

Groups o f  I s r a e l i  s o l d i e r s  i n  f u l l  r i o t  gear p a t r o l  t h e  c i t y .  Women i n  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  long 
Arab d r e s s e s  shop quickly  a t  roads ide  s t ands ;  s t o r e s  are open only from 8 a.m. u n t i l  noon, t h e  
reduced hours  ordered by Arab leaders .  By 8 p.m., s t r e e t s  must b e  c l ea red  because o f  a curfew 
ordered by Israeli  t roops .  

A t  one i n t e r s e c t i o n  a small Arab boy throws t i n y  rocks a t  s o l d i e r s  a block away. They a r e  - t o o  f a r  away t o  n o t i c e  t h e  p in t - s ized  a s s a i l a n t ,  but  t h e  scene suggests t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of  a  
- struggle i n  which 5-year-olds teach  their younger b r o t h e r s  how t o  throw s t o n e s  -- v i r t u a l l y  t h e i r  

only weapons f o r  now. 

4 - -  - Gaza is a s t r i p  o f  land about 25 miles long and 5 miles wide along t h e  Mediterranean Sea. 
Israel took c o n t r o l  01 Gaza from Egypt and t h e  West: Bank, an a r e a  along t h e  Jordan River, from 
Jordan dur ing  t h e  S i x  D a y  W a r  o f  1967. More than  a half-million people l i v e  i n  Gaza, many of 

- them I n  r e fugee  camps. A 1 1  bu t  about 1 percent  are Muslim. 
--more-- 
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I n  a  complex cha in  o f  events ,  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  have sought independence. Thei r  e f f o r t s  
f l a r e d  i n t o  open oppos i t i on  i n  December 1987. I n  Arabic t h e  up r i s ing  is c a l l e d  t h e  I n t i f a d a .  

Southern B a p t i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  Gaza t ake  no p o l i t i c a l  s i d e s  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t  and a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  only i n  performing C h r i s t i a n  minis t ry .  But they f ind  themselves caught up i n  a  
s t r u g g l e  s o  o ld  many observers  d a t e  It back t o  t h e  Old Testament, ye t  s o  contemporary i t  makes 
news almost d a i l y .  

Tension ove r  t h e  prospec ts  o f  o u t r i g h t  war, kidnapping, s t r e e t  v io lence  and t h e  cons tan t  
u n c e r t a i n t i e s  o f  curfews and s t r i k e s  have taken t h e i r  emotional t o l l  over  r e c e n t  months, B a p t i s t  
workers agree.  Curfews a r e  announced by t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  but s t r i k e s  may be heard about from Arab 
neighbors  o r  through messages scrawled on town walls. 

Keeping a nursing school  func t ioning  has been d i f f i c u l t ,  s a id  Southern B a p t i s t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Karl Weathers of  Ear le ,  Ark., d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  School of  Al l ied  Health Sciences i n  
Gaza City.  Enrollment has  dropped t o  39 students .  Classes f requent ly  have been in t e r rup ted .  
Southern B a p t i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Debra Norris  o f  Clovis ,  N.M., nurs ing  d i r e c t o r ,  spends much o f  
h e r  time r e v i s i n g  d a i l y  schedules t o  accommodate t h e  condit ions.  

"You j u s t  go  from day t o  day ,"  s a id  Weathers. " I f  you've had a r e a l  bad day you g e t  up t h e  
next  morning and you might f e e l ,  '1 j u s t  c an ' t  do t h i s  again.' And then t h e  next day is a good 
day. You c a n ' t  make long-range p lans .  It 's j u s t  impossible. That ' s  t h e  b igges t  f r u s t r a t i o n .  
There 's  no t e l l i n g  what tomorrow is going t o  be." 

Male s t u d e n t s ,  who normally commute from home, now s t a y  i n  crowded q u a r t e r s  a t  t h e  school  
because t r a v e l  i s  dangerous and o f t en  impossible. Classes  can cont inue  during t roubled times 
because t h e  school  is loca t ed  i n  a walled compound which inc ludes  t h e  school ,  Ahli Arab Hospital  
and housing u n i t s  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t  personnel.  

Weathers s t r u g g l e s  with water  and e l e c t r i c a l  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  o f t en  a r e  i n t e r rup ted .  He is  
t r y i n g  t o  s t a r t  a new l i b r a r y  a t  t h e  school ,  probably t h e  only medical l i b r a r y  i n  Gaza, but books 
c o s t  $100 ap iece  and a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  import. This  year t h e  s tuden t s  have no textbooks. 

Get t ing  food f o r  t h e  school  has  been hard a t  times. Buying vegetab les  o f t en  resembles 
buying boot leg  l i q u o r  dur ing  P roh ib i t i on  as workers sneak t o  a  house, ga in  en t ry  by g iv ing  s e c r e t  
door knocks and then has ten  back t o  t h e  campus with completely l e g a l ,  f r e s h  vegetables .  Food 
p r i c e s  have soared i n  Gaza: with one-third fewer s tuden t s  than  a  yea r  ago, food f o r  t h e  school  
now c o s t s  twice  a s  much. 

"It g e t s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where we're down t o  almost no food q u i t e  of ten .  So we e a t  whatever we 
have," s a i d  Weathers. "The s t u d e n t s  might have rice with a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  something on i t  o r  they 
might have r i c e  with r i c e . "  

If  t h e  13 th i rd -yea r  s t u d e n t s  p e r s i s t  and graduate l a t e r  t h i s  yea r ,  they a r e  assured o f  
f i nd ing  work, Weathers s a i d .  One r e s u l t  of the  I n t i f a d a ' s  bloody f i g h t i n g  has been an inc rease  
i n  r e spec t  f o r  t h e  nurs ing  profess ion .  

Dean F i t zge ra ld  o f  Waco, Texas, a  Southern a a p t i s t  surgeon a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  says  t h e  ca se  
load  has  t r i p l e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  18 months. More than h a l f  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  a r e  gunshot v ic t ims .  
Often,  l e s s  s e r i o u s l y  i n ju red  p a t i e n t s  a r e  put  on mattresses on t h e  f l o o r  because of  l ack  of  
space. The h o s p i t a l ,  once operated by Southern B a p t i s t s ,  was turned over  t o  t h e  Anglican Church 
i n  1982. 

But t h e  B a p t i s t  workers agree  t h e  physical  discomforts  are l e s s  important  t han  t h e  emo t i o n a l  
r i go r s .  "Probably t h e  b igges t  stress f o r  me has  been see ing  s o  many needs and then f o r  an 
extended period of time you're i n s i d e  and can ' t  g e t  anything done," s a i d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Jack 
Hodges, who works with Gaza B a p t i s t  Church. 

H i s  wi fe ,  Shawn, worr ies  about t h e  e f f e c t  o f  s o  much v io lence  on h e r  ch i ldren .  A f t e r  t h e  
near-miss i n  t h e  street ,  she  not iced  Daniel 's  behavior charge. She asked him, "Have you thought 
any more about what happened t o  u s  i n  t h e  street t h a t  day?" 

--more-- 
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"He j u s t  c r i e d  and c r i e d  b e f o r e  h e  could say  any th ing , "  s h e  r e c a l l e d .  ' 'F inal ly  h e  s a i d ,  
'Yes, Mama, I ' m  j u s t  s o  a f r a i d  i t ' s  go ing  t o  happen again . '  I s a i d ,  ' D a n i e l ,  I c a n ' t  promise  you 
t h a t  i t  won't happen aga in .  3 wish I could.  A l l  I c a n  say is t h a t  we j u s t  have t o  p r a y  and 
t r u s t  t h e  Lord t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  us . "  

Sou thern  B a p t i s t  workers  P a u l  and H a r r i e t t  Lawrence have t r i e d  t o  keep t h e i r  two c h i l d r e n ,  
, Bonnie,  9 ,  and Ben, 7 ,  from absorb ing  t h e  h a t r e d  around them. ''It must be  t h e  g r a c e  o f  God t h a t  

h a s  he lped  u s  th rough  t h a t ,  l1 s a i d  Mrs. Lawrence. Lawrence, o f  Leeds,  Ala . ,  t e a c h e s  a t  t h e  
n u r s i n g  s c h o o l ;  Mrs. Lawrence, o f  H o p k i n s v i l l e ,  Ky., has worked w i t h  Engl i sh  c l a s s e s  and 
performed o t h e r  d u t i e s .  

O t h e r  young peop le  i n  t h e  B a p t i s t  f a m i l i e s  i n c l u d e  David F i t z g e r a l d ,  17, and Eddie  and 
E l i z a b e t h  Weathers,  ages 16 and 15 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a l l  o f  whom a t t e n d  s c h o o l  i n  I s r a e l .  
O r i g i n a l l y  schedu led  t o  come home on weekends, they  o f t e n  must remain a t  a s t u d e n t  dormitory 
s u p e r v i s e d  by v o l u n t e e r s .  

To remain a c c e s s i b l e  when t r a v e l  is imposs ib le ,  Gaza B a p t i s t  Church h a s  launched two house 
c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  months. P a s t o r  Hanna Massad hopes t o  s t a r t  o t h e r s .  

The church h a s  l o s t  members d u r i n g  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  Some have f l e d  t h e  coun t ry  s e e k i n g  
s a f e t y .  O t h e r s  are  t o o  busy wi th  s imple  s u r v i v a l  t o  t a k e  p a r t  I n  church a c t i v i t i e s .  Yet d u r i n g  
a r e c e n t  l u l l  i n  f i g h t i n g ,  J a c k  and Shawn Hodges l e d  a q u i e t  c l a s s  on C h r i s t i a n  mar r iage  f o r  
s e v e r a l  c o u p l e s  w h i l e  t r o o p s  passed on p a t r o l  o u t s i d e .  

A byproduct  o f  t h e  u p r i s i n g  h a s  been an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  I s l a m  i n  Gaza. Loya l ty  t o  t h e  
f a i t h  is s e e n  by many P a l e s t i n i a n s  as a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  independence movement. One Arab 
C h r i s t i a n  woman r e c e i v e d  t h r e a t e n i n g  phone c a l l s ,  warning h e r  t o  wear t h e  s c a r f ,  long  s l e e v e s  and 
long d r e s s  c o n s i d e r e d  p r o p e r  d r e s s  f o r  women i n  I s l a m i c  c u l t u r e .  F e a r f u l  o f  r e p r i s a l s ,  s h e  
compl ies  with t h e  d r e s s  code  i n  p u b l i c .  

S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  Gaza p r e v i o u s l y  have exper ienced  war. The 
F i t z g e r a l d s  worked i n  J o r d a n  d u r i n g  a c i v i l  war  t h e r e  i n  1970-71. Nancy Wingo o f  S a n t a  Anna, 
Texas,  se rved  i n  Lebanon, a s  d i d  Mabel Suunners o f  Bardstown, Ky., a r e t i r e d  worker now i n  Gaza a s  
a Volunteer .  

Wingo s a y s  t h e  Gaza s i t u a t i o n  is i n  many ways more u n s e t t l i n g  t h a n  Lebanon, where c i v i l  war 
has con t inued  more t h a n  a dozen y e a r s .  "We have an average  o f  two s t r i k e s  a  week h e r e , "  s h e  
said.  "We d o n ' t  always know ahead o f  time when t h e y ' r e  go ing  t o  b e , "  a s i t u a t i o n  which makes i t  
"very, very f r u s t r a t i n g f f  t o  c a r r y  o u t  h e r  Engl ish- language c l a s s e s  wi th  n u r s i n g  s t u d e n t s  and 
o t h e r s .  

--3o-- 

Court upholds  one r e l i g i o u s  
d i s p l a y ,  p r o h i b i t s  a n o t h e r  

,d- wc B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Kathy Palen 7/5/89 

WASHINGTON (Bp)--The U.S. Supreme Court  h a s  banned t h e  display o f  a n a t i v i t y  s c e n e  i n  a  
county cour thouse  i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  b u t  upheld t h e  placement o f  a  Hanukkah menorah on p u b l i c  
P r o p e r t y  j u s t  one b l o c k  away. 

The h i g h  c o u r t  r u l e d  5-4 t h a t  t h e  c r e c h e  -- which was l o c a t e d  by i t s e l f  i n s i d e  t h e  main 
e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  Al legheny County Courthouse and inc luded  t h e  p roc lamat ion  "Glor ia  i n  E x c e l s i s  
Dee!" -- v i o l a t e d  t h e  F i r s t  Amendment's ban on government endorsement o f  r e l i g i o n .  

But  a 6-3 m a j o r i t y  h e l d  t h e  nearby d i s p l a y  o f  t h e  menorah n e x t  t o  a Chr i s tmas  tree i n  f r o n t  
o f  a c i t y - c o u n t y  b u i l d i n g  d i d  n o t  convey such  a n  endorsement.  

W r i t i n g  f o r  t h e  c o u r t ,  J u s t i c e  Harry A.  Blackman s a i d  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  t h e  n a t i v i t y  s c e n e  -- 
w i t h  i ts  "unmistakably clearn r e l i g i o u s  meaning -- s e n d s  "an unmistakable  message t h a t  i t  
s u p p o r t 8  and promotes  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p r a i s e  t o  God. 

The Supreme Cour t  has h e l d  government may c e l e b r a t e  Chris tmas i n  some manner and form, 
Blackman s a i d ,  b u t  n o t  i n  a way t h a t  endorses  C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e .  

--more-- 
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"Here, Allegheny County h a s  t r a n s g r e s s e d  t h i s  l i n e , "  h e  wrote. "It h a s  chosen t o  c e l e b r a t e  
i Chr i s tmas  i n  a way t h a t  h a s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  endors ing  a p a t e n t l y  C h r i s t i a n  message -- Glory t o  God 

fo r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  11 

J o i n i n g  Blackman t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  c r e c h e  d i s p l a y  were J u s t i c e s  W i l l i a m  J. Brennan Jr., 
Thurgood M a r s h a l l ,  S a n d r a  Day OIConnor and John Pau l  Stevens .  

But o f  t h a t  group, only  OtConnor jo ined  Blackman's o p i n i o n  t o  uphold t h e  d i s p l a y  of  a 
menorah -- a c a n d e l a b r a  used i n  Jewish worship.  Also concur r ing  wi th  t h a t  p a r t  o f  h i s  o p i n i o n  
were Chie f  J u s t i c e  W i l l i a m  H. Rehnquis t  and J u s t i c e s  Anthony M. Kennedy, Antonin S c a l i a  and 
Byron R .  White. 

By d i s p l a y i n g  t h e  menorah w i t h  a Chris tmas t ree  and a s i g n  d e c l a r i n g  t h e  c i t y ' s  " s a l u t e  t o  
l i b e r t y , "  t h e  c i t y  avoided e n d o r s i n g  e i t h e r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  o r  Jewish f a i t h ,  Blackman s a i d .  
Ra ther ,  he  added, t h e  c i t y  llsirnply recogn izes  t h a t  bo th  Chris tmas and Hanukkah a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
same win te r -ho l iday  s e a s o n ,  which h a s  a t t a i n e d  a s e c u l a r  s t a t u s  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .  l1 

Although a g r e e i n g  t h e  menorah d i s p l a y  should be  upheld,  OIConnor s a i d  Hanukkah need n o t  b e  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a s e c u l a r  h o l i d a y  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e a c h  t h a t  opinion.  

"By accompanying i t s  d i s p l a y  of  a Chris tmas t r e e  -- a s e c u l a r  symbol o f  t h e  Chris tmas season  
-- w i t h  a s a l u t e  t o  l i b e r t y ,  and by adding a r e l i g i o u s  symbol from a Jewish h o l i d a y  a l s o  
c e l e b r a t e d  a t  rough ly  t h e  same t i m e  o f  y e a r ,  I conclude t h a t  t h e  c i t y  d i d  n o t  endorse  Judaism o r  
r e l i g i o n  i n  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  r a t h e r  conveyed a message o f  p l u r a l i s m  and freedom o f  b e l i e f  d u r i n g  t h e  
h o l i d a y  season ,  l1 OIConnor wro te .  

Kennedy -- i n  an o p i n i o n  j o i n e d  by Rehnquis t ,  S c a l i a  and White -- c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  c o u r t ' s  u s e  
o f  an "endorsement t e s t n  i n  such  cases. He s a i d  such an approach b o r d e r s  on " l a t e n t  h o s t i l i t y  
toward r e l i g i o n n  and is fundamental ly '  f lawed and unworkable. 

Blackman c a l l e d  Kennedy's c h a r g e s  o f  " l a t e n t  h o s t i l i t y 1 '  and l l c a l l o u s  i n d i f f e r e n c e w  t o  
r e l i g i o n  by members o f  t h e  c o u r t  "as o f f e n s i v e  as they  a r e  absurd." 

--3o-- 

Outreach B i b l e  Study r e a c h e s  u- 556 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  beyond church  walls: l e a d e r  By Frank Wm. White 7/5/89 

CLORIETA, N.M. (BPI--If Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  a r e  t o  b reak  o u t s i d e  t h e  church w a l l s  and s h a r e  
t h e  g o s p e l  w i t h  peop le  who are n o t  C h r i s t i a n s ,  they w i l l  need t o  u s e  n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  s t r a t e g i e s ,  
such  as Out reach  B i b l e  S tudy ,  which meet non-Chris t ians  where they  a r e ,  a Sunday s c h o o l  l e a d e r  
s a i d .  

Out reach  B i b l e  S tudy ,  a program eight-week e v a n g e l i s t i c  B i b l e  s t u d y  g roups  conducted away 
from church ,  n o t  o n l y  h e l p s  b r i n g  non-Chris t ian3 i n t o  t h e  church,  i t  is a founda t ion  Eor a c t i v e  
involvement  o f  new C h r i s t i a n s ,  Sharon Smith,  a Sunday s c h o o l  s p e c i a l  worker from T a l l a h a s s e e ,  

, Fla., t o l d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  a s e s s i o n  d u r i n g  Sunday School  Leadersh ip  Conference a t  G l o r i e t a  
(N.M. ) B a p t i s t  Conference Cen te r .  

Smith and Ken P a r k e r ,  p roduc t  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  t h e  Sunday s c h o o l  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Sou thern  
B a p t i s t  Sunday School  Board, l e d  s e s s i o n s  t o  a c q u a i n t  you th  and a d u l t  workers  w i t h  Outreach B i b l e  
Study. 

Smith conducted h e r  first Outreach B i b l e  Study group i n  January 1987. From t h e  f o u r  g roups  
s h e  h a s  conducted,  17 peop le  have accep ted  C h r i s t  as p e r s o n a l  s a v i o r ,  and a l l  are invo lved  i n  
t h e i r  churches .  

A Woman from t h e  f i r s t  g roup  Smith l ed  now is  working wi th  p r e s c h o o l e r s  and h a s  e n r o l l e d  22 
p r e s c h o o l e r s  i n  t h e  Sunday s c h o o l  depar tment  where s h e  t eaches .  With t h o s e  p r e s c h o o l e r s  have  
come p a r e n t s ,  Smith p o i n t e d  o u t .  

A man from t h e  second group Smith  l e d  was t o o  shy t o  even t a l k  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n s .  He 
accep ted  C h r i s t  i n  t h e  final week of t h  study and now h e  t e a c h e s  a f o u r t h  g r a d e  Sunday s c h o o l  
class, Smith s a i d .  

--more-- 
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P a r k e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  conduct ing Outeach B i b l e  Study is n o t  easy. Many churches  have 
d i f f i c u l t y  l o c a t i n g  unchurched people  who a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t u d y ,  h e  s a i d .  
Then, f i n d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  l o c a t i o n  is  c r u c i a l .  

With youth,  vyoutve  g o t  t o  do i t  on t h e  k i d s '  t u r f .  Find a l o c a t i o n  t h a t  is  comfor tab le  for  
them," h e  s a i d .  

F o r  youth Outreach B i b l e  Study,  h e  suggested l o c a t i o n s  such a s  a community swimming pool  
o r  r e c r e a t i o n  c e n t e r  where t h e y  a r e  comfortable .  

While t h e  work may be h a r d ,  t h e  e f f o r t  i s  impor tan t  i f  a church i s  going t o  reach  people  who 
won't come t o  t h e  church ,  P a r k e r  sa id .  

Outreach B i b l e  Study c a n  b e  s u c c e s s f b l  and works i n  F l o r i d a  and o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  s a i d  Smith. 

For example, F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  F r o s t p r o o f ,  F la . ,  has  s t a r t e d  11  new Sunday s c h o o l s  
u s i n g  Outreach B i b l e  Study. A new church i n  Miami s t a r t e d  from a group conducted i n  an  apartment 
complex, s h e  s a i d .  

"It works t o  grow an  e x i s t i n g  Sunday school .  It works t o  s t a r t  new Sunday s c h o o l s ,  and i t  
is  a n  e x c i t i n g  way t o  s t a r t  a church ,n  Smith s a i d .  

I n  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  s e v e r a l  churches  have used Outreach B i b l e  Study s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  s a i d  Keith 
Wil l iams,  d i r e c t o r  o f  a d u l t  Sunday school  work f o r  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  B a p t i s t  Convention. 

Freeny B a p t i s t  Church o u t s i d e  Carthage,  Miss., wi th  a  Sunday school  enro l lment  o f  about 75 ,  
t a r g e t e d  unchurched f a m i l i e s  w i t h  a census  and is conduct ing two Outreach B i b l e  Study groups i n  
t h e  community. 

I n  Natchez, Miss., Parkway B a p t i s t  Church planned t o  s t a r t  an a d u l t  group i n  an  apar tment  
complex. A f t e r  knocking on d o o r s  and i n v i t i n g  people ,  t h e  focus  was changed t o  youth,  s a i d  
Williams. 

The church  a l s o  is d o i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  job o f  a s s i m i l a t i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n t o  t h e  church ,  even 
before they  complete  t h e  B i b l e  s t u d y ,  h e  s a i d .  

"The e i g h t  weeks (of an  Outreach B i b l e  Study group) is  never  t h e  end o f  t h e  s t o r y , "  s a i d  
Smith. "It's l i k e  r i p p l e s  i n  t h e  s t ream as new C h r i s t i a n s  reach  o t h e r s . "  

--3O-- 

P a s t o r  opens a 'New Havent F-  (€3 B a p t i s t  Fress 
o f  l o v e  f o r  d i s a b l e d  c h i l d r e n  By S c o t t  C o l l i n s  7/5/89 

MINERAL WELLS, Texas (BPI--As he  l i f t e d  2-year-old K a l l i  &om h e r 7 0 r t h o p e d i c  c h a i r ,  Jim 
Rhodes cupped t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l ' s  head i n  h i s  hand and k i s s e d  h e r  cheek. 

The v i c t i m  o f  c h i l d  abuse,  Kal l i  s u f f e r e d  a  broken l e g ,  two b l a c k  e y e s ,  a d i s l o c a t e d  h i p  and 
a s p i n a l  i n j u r y .  "They t o l d  u s  s h e  would never  sit up,"  Rhodes sa id .  

As h e  t a l k e d ,  Rhodes l a i d  K a l l i  on h e r  back and t o l d  t h e  g i r l  t o  touch h i s  hand w i t h  h e r  
l eg .  A smile c r e a s e d  Rhodes' f a c e  as Kal l i  responded w i t h  both l e g s .  

"This is what t h e  Lard h a s  done," Rhodes s a i d .  "Look a t  h e r  now. She  is a m i r a c l e  ch i ld . "  

But K a l l i  i s  not  t h e  o n l y  miracle c h i l d  i n  t h e  Rhodes' home. P h i l l i p  l i v e s  t h e r e ,  too .  
Like Kalli, P h i l l i p  was t h e  v i c t i m  o f  abuse. When h e  was 5 months o l d ,  h i s  p a r e n t s  locked him a 
c l o s e t  and argued about  whose t u r n  i t  was t o  feed  t h e  baby. When P h i l l i p  w a s  a lmost  dead,  they  

- took him t o  a h o s p i t a l ,  S t a r v a t i o n  k i l l e d  55 p e r c e n t  o f  h i s  b r a i n ,  and h e  was n e a r l y  b l ind .  He 
weighed o n l y  4 l b s .  8 oz.,  one pound less t h a n  when h e  was born. Today P h i l l i p  brings home good 
conduct  cert if icates from school .  

A l t o g e t h e r ,  J i m  and Margie Rhodes have adopted nine miracle c h i l d r e n  and have three o f  t h e i r  
own b i o l o g i c a l  children. Two 4-month-old b a b i e s  a l s o  l i v e  w i t h  them. 

--more-- 
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And w h i l e  t h e  Rhodeses have s e e n  miraculous changes i n  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  perhaps t h e  g r e a t e s t  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  is t h e i r  own l i v e s .  

See ing  them today i n  t h e  o l d  boarding house they bought by paying back t a x e s ,  i t  is hard  t o  
imagine t h a t  n i n e  y e a r s  ago they  were making $150,000 a  y e a r ,  owned two houses ,  an a i r p l a n e  and a  
c a b i n  c r u i s e r .  

The change came i n  a  B a p t i s t  church i n  Oklahoma when Rhodes jo ined  t h e  church because h e  
thought  i t  would be good f o r  b u s i n e s s .  But  he  r e a l i z e d  h e  was p l a y i n g  games wi th  God and l a t e r  
made a genuine  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t .  

A y e a r  l a t e r ,  he  a p p l i e d  t o  a t t e n d  i n  Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Seminary i n  F o r t  
Worth, Texas. But t h e y  faced  t h e  o b s t a c l e  o f  s e l l i n g  t h e i r  v e t e r i n a r i a n  l a b o r a t o r y  and o t h e r  
p o s s e s s i o n s .  "Margie made two phone ca l l s  i n  one day and s o l d  every th ing ,"  h e  s a i d .  "It was a  
m i r a c l e .  l1 

While a t  Southwestern,  d o c t o r s  found cancer  i n  Mrs. Rhodes. Surgery prevented them from 
having more c h i l d r e n .  I t  was a  blow, f o r  s h e  had dreamed o f  having 10 c h i l d r e n .  

Down b u t  n o t  d e f e a t e d ,  t h e  Rhodeses adopted a baby with  c e r e b r a l  p a l s y .  The g i r l ,  Robin, 
had been b e a t e n ,  and d o c t o r s  s a i d  s h e  was r e t a r d e d  and would never  walk. 

"They tell u s  t h a t  no th ing  c a n  b e  done medical ly  f o r  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n , "  Mrs. Rhodes s a i d .  "We 
t e l l  them t h a t  we know a g r e a t e r  physican." 

F ive  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Robin is a br ight-eyed g i r l  making A's and B 1 s  i n  school .  

The two-story house i n  Minera l  Wells, Texas is ano ther  m i r a c l e ,  Jim s a i d ,  

It is a l s o  a tes t imony  to  t h e  f a m i l y l s  hard work. When they  bought it l a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  house 
was be ing  used by drunks  and was f u l l  o f  s i c k e n i n g  odors .  It was f a l l i n g  a p a r t .  Today i t  has 10 
bedrooms, a new k i t c h e n  and a l a r g e  fami ly  room. 

Slowly, Rhodes i s  working h i s  way through t h e  house, f i x i n g  rooms as money a l l o w s  and u s i n g  
h i s  s k i l l s  as a c a r p e n t e r  t o  b u i l d  what h e  needs. He g e t s  s u p p l i e s  where h e  can because t h e  
family depends on h e l p  from churches  and i n d i v i d u a l s .  "I look a t  i t  t h i s  way, h e  s a i d .  "If God 
wants i t  t o  b e  h e r e ,  t h e n  God's g o i n g  t o  t a k e  care o f  i t ,"  

They named t h e i r  home New Haven because " to  a c h i l d ,  h i s  home is a haven, a  r e t r e a t , "  Rhodes 
s a i d .  "If something g o e s  wrong and t h e  c h i l d  has t o  l e a v e ,  he  has  t o  f i n d  a new haven, and 
t h a t ' s  what we a r e  -- a p l a c e  o f  r e f u g e  f o r  t h e  ones t h a t  nobody else  wants." 

A sof t -spoken man, Rhodes is p a s t o r  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  church i n  Whi t t ,  j u s t  o u t s i d e  Mineral  
Wells.  The church  h a s  grown s t e a d i l y  s i n c e  h e  became pas to r .  

He a l s o  c r e d i t s  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  church f o r  he lp ing  t h e  couple  c o n t i n u e  with  t h e  c h i l d r e n :  
"You c a n ' t  have t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  w i t h o u t  having t h a t  l o v e  o f  your  congrega t ion .  My people  l o v e  t h e  
c h i l d r e n .  They l o v e  t o  l o v e  and t o  help.  They have grown s o  g r e a t l y  i n  lov ing  o t h e r s  and i n  
m i n i s t r y .  l1 

Although t h e  Rhodeses have a house f u l l ,  they  st i l l  cry "because t h e r e  a r e  s o  many t h a t  we 
feel l i k e  we could  h e l p  i f  we could  only feed  them." 

While t h e y  p r o v i d e  what they  can f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  they b e l i e v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p r o v i s i o n  
they  make is love .  

Love is  s o  t h i c k  a t  New Haven a t  times it seems t o  hover  like a c loud  o v e r  every  room. The 
Rhodeses a t t r i b u t e  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  love.  

A l l  they want, he sa id ,  is fo r  each c h i l d  t o  b e  a l l  God in tended  f o r  him o r  h e r  t o  be. If 
t h e  child walks and t a lk s  and leads a nnormaln l i f e ,  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  God's w i l l .  If not ,  
then t h a t  i s  Godls w i l l  t oo .  

--more-- 
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' ltove d i sa rms  people , l l  h e  s a i d ,  p o i n t i n g  t o  5-year-old Sarah, a g i r l  wi th  Down's syndrome 
who is  a "hugger. 

"We look a t  h e r  and s a y ,  ' T h i s  i s  what t h e  world s a y s  is abnorma1,"l h e  s a i d .  ,'But by my 
B i b l e ,  t h i s  i s  what God s a y s  is  normal -- t h a t  you l o v e  everyone u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y ,  wi thou t  regard  
t o  age o r  s e x ,  u g l i n e s s  o r  any th ing  e l s e . "  

--3o-- 

Pomegranates h e l p  p l a n t  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
s e e d s  of f a i t h  i n  Taiwan By Teresa  Dickens f - 7/5/89 

0'+1 
SHELBYVILLE, Mo. (BPI--Sending p l a n t s  t o  a miss ionary can  h e l p  s h a r e  C h r i s t  w i t h  t h e  world,  

a Missour i  B a p t i s t  couple  h a s  d i scovered .  

Weldon and Wahneta Stevenson,  members o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  S h e l b y v i l l e ,  were h o s t s  t o  
. . . ; Ben Tomlinson, a Southern  B a p t i s t  miss ionary  t o  Taiwan, dur ing  a 1987 World Missions  Conference 

i n  t h e i r  l o c a l  B a p t i s t  a s s o c i a t i o n .  S i n c e  then ,  t h e  Stevensons have s t a y e d  i n  touch  w i t h  t h e  

. . 
Tomlinsons th rough  correspondence.  

I n  January of t h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  Stevensons rece ived  a l e t t e r  from Tomlinson which read :  

"Weldon, I: have a r e q u e s t .  We a r e  t r y i n g  t o  win a wealthy Hakka (Wang Nyan-Sheng) h e r e  i n  
o u r  a rea .  S e v e r a l  o f  his k i d s  a l r e a d y  know t h e  Lord. He r e c e n t l y  went t o  America where h e  a t e  a 
pomegranate and l i k e d  i t  s o  much h e  brought  some s e e d s  back. He asked me why i t  wouldn't  
produce. I r e a d  up a b i t  and found o u t  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  time t o  g e t  a c u t t i n g  is February and t h a t  
t h e  t ree  grown from a seed  w i l l  n o t  produce. What I need is a s h o r t  a r t i c l e  about pomegranate 
p l a n t i n g  and c u l t i v a t i o n  and a c u t t i n g  ... perhaps you could send i t  by a l e t t e r  o r  small package 
a i r m a i l .  

"1 was n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  f r u i t , "  exp la ined  Stevenson, "but I was w i l l i n g  t o  t r y  t o  f i n d  
Out a l l  I cou ld  and send t h e  c u t t i n g  t o  him." 

Stevenson began w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  county ex tens ion  o f f i c e ,  bu t  had no luck .  He t r i e d  v a r i o u s  
n u r s e r i e s  i n  h i s  a r e a  and around t h e  s t a t e ,  but  s t i l l  nothing. E v e n t u a l l y ,  h e  o b t a i n e d  t h e  names 
of two n u r s e r i e s  -- one  i n  Pennsy lvan ia  and t h e  o t h e r  i n  Tennessee -- t h a t  might have t h e  p l a n t s .  

"1 c a l l e d  t h e  n u r s e r y  i n  Tennessee, and they  t o l d  me they  could h e l p , "  s a i d  Stevenson. "1 
had t h r e e  p l a n t s  sh ipped  t o  Ben, s o  maybe at  l e a s t  one o f  them w i l l  l i v e . "  

Tomlinson r e p o r t e d  t h a t  upon a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  p l a n t s ,  he d e l i v e r e d  them t o  Wang and exp la ined  
t h a t  Stevenson " s e n t  t h e  p l a n t s  t o  show h i s  l o v e  f o r  Jesus." 

Tomlinson s a i d  he  a l s o  gave Wang t r a c t s  s h a r i n g  wi th  him t h a t  t h e  g o s p e l  "is l i k e  s e e d s  
p l a n t e d  i n  a p e r s o n ' s  s o u l .  When t h e  g o s p e l  s e e d s  t a k e  r o o t ,  you need never  f e a r  becoming a 
'wandering g h o s t 1  a g a i n , "  a common f e a r  i n  Taiwanese f o l k  r e l i g i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  be ing  l o s t  i n  
e t e r n i t y  w i t h o u t  anyone t o  worship t h e i r  s p i r i t s .  

Tomlinson remarked t h a t  h e  and Stevenson had done t h e i r  p a r t ,  and t h a t  they  now a r e  p ray ing  
" t h a t  Mr. Wang w i l l  i n v i t e  C h r i s t  i n t o  h i s  h e a r t . "  

--3O-- 

Seminary s t u d e n t  
c h i l d  o f  2 k i n g s  

f - ( 0  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Pam Alewine 7/5/89 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BPI--Charles Mwakitwile is a c h i l d  o f  two k ings .  

One k i n g  is  h i s  e a r t h l y  f a t h e r ,  c h i e f  of t h e  Tanzanian t r i b e  Mwakitwile was d e s t i n e d  t o  
lead. The o t h e r  i s  h i s  heavenly f a t h e r  MwakitwiLe has  followed t o  Southwestern Bapt is t  

.- Theolog ica l  Seminary i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas. 

Although Mwakitwile 's  g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r  shook hands with  t h e  famous miss ionary  David 
L iv ings tone ,  C h r i s t i a n i t y  d i d  n o t  come t o  t h e  Mwakyuaa t r i b e .  

--more-- 
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. < Mwakitwile was o n l y  9 when m i s s i o n a r i e s  came i n t o  h i s  Tanzanian v i l l a g e ,  100 y e a r s  a f t e r  
. . . , L i v i n g s t o n e ,  and asked h i s  f a t h e r ,  c h i e f  o f  t h e  t r i b e ,  i f  they  could u s e  a  house t o  t e a c h  a  

Sunday s c h o o l  c l a s s .  

"My f a t h e r  o f f e r e d  t h a t  house t o  t h e  m i ~ s i o n a r i e s , ~ '  Mwakitwile s a i d ,  "and I was one o f  t h e  
f i r s t  t o  e n r o l l  i n  t h e  c l a s s . w  

What t r a n s p i r e d  cha l l enged  t h e  b e l i e f s  and r i t u a l s  o f  t h e  Mwakyusa t r ibe ' .  

I n  t h e  Sunday s c h o o l  c l a s s ,  Mwakitwile l ea rned  about  J e s u s  from t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and John 
3: 16. ''1 r e a d  t h a t  and God used t h a t  t e x t  t o  draw me t o  h imse l f .  I t  was a t u r n i n g  p o i n t ,  l' h e  
s a i d .  

Concerned about  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  h i s  new-found f a i t h ,  Mwakltwile prayed and soon 
shared  about  C h r i s t  w i t h  h i s  mother.  

With b o l d n e s s ,  Mwakitwile t h e n  s h a r e d  t h e  gospe l  wi th  h i s  f a t h e r  and o t h e r s  i n  h i s  family .  

Remembering t h e i r  g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r ,  Mwakitwile and h i s  b r o t h e r  i n v i t e d  t h e  l o c a l  B a p t i s t  
miss ionary  t o  v i s i t  t h e  t r i b e .  Through t h e  miss ionary ' s  w i t n e s s ,  Mwakitwile 's  f a t h e r  accepted 
C h r i s t .  

"It was a break th rough ,"  Mwakitwile s a i d .  "So many people  came t o  know t h e  Lord a s  a r e s u l t  
o f  my f a t h e r ' s  d e c i s i o n . "  Among t h o s e  fo l lowing  C h r i s t  were 19 o f  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  25 wives.  

"We thank  God, because  i n v i t i n g  C h r i s t  i n t o  our  fami ly  h a s  made such  a d i f f e r e n c e , "  t h e  
young man s a i d .  

A major  d i f f e r e n c e  h a s  been t h e  impact o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  on t h e  e n t i r e  t r i b e .  

"Of t h e  whole t r i b e ,  7 0  p e r c e n t  are C h r i s t i a n  now," Mwakitwile s a i d .  Polygamy h a s  
d i s a p p e a r e d ,  a long  w i t h  many o f  t h e  o t h e r  r i t u a l s .  

"I thank  God because  J e s u s  C h r i s t  h a s  been my f r i e n d .  The peop le  i n  t h e  t r i b e  l o v e  one 
a n o t h e r  now," h e  s a i d .  ''1 have r e c e i v e d  s o  many b l e s s i n g s . "  

For  Mwakitwile,  t h a t  t e s t imony  is  a f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  h i s  name, which means "son o f  many 
b l e s s i n g s . "  

And a l t h o u g h  Mwakitwile h a s  enjoyed s t u d y i n g  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  h i s  h e a r t  i s  s t i l l  i n  
Tanzania  w i t h  h i s  t r i b e .  

"I1m c o n s t a n t l y  p r a y i n g  f o r  God t o  l e a d  me home," Mwakitwile s a i d .  
--3o-- 

Coord ina t ion ,  o r i e n t  a t i o n  v i t a l  F- (0 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
keys  t o  s u c c e s s f u l  m i s s i o n  t r i p s  By T e r e s a  Dickens 7/5/89 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (BPI--Missions v o l u n t e e r s  are e s s e n t i a l  i n  accomplishing t h e  Great 
Commission, b u t  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r o p e r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and o r i e n t a t i o n ,  t h e i r  m i n i s t r y  e f f o r t  c a n  r e s u l t  
i n  misunders tand ings  and misconcep t ions ,  according t o  Southern B a p t i s t  m i s s i o n s  l e a d e r s .  

Y "Volun tee r s  have  s k i l l s  and e x p e r t i s e  t h a t  c a n  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t  t h e  work on t h e  f i e l d , "  said 
. Ron BosweI.1, d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Foreign Miss ion Board's v o l u n t e e r s  i n  m i s s i o n s  

depar tment .  "They p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  i n  many areas o f  m i n i s t r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  s p i r i t u a l  and p h y s i c a l .  

"But, i f  t h e y  are n o t  expec ted  on t h e  f i e l d ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  feel welcomed, and, o f t e n  w i l l  
leave behind c o n f l i c t  fo r  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and mission." 

"Volun tee r s  are needed t o  h e l p  fulfill t h e  s t r a t e g i c  planning of a miss ion , "  added B i l l  

4- Damon, t h e  b o a r d r a  a s s o c i a t e  area d i r e c t o r  f o r  Brazil and t h e  Caribbean. "But i t  is  v e r y  
i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e y  p lug  i n t o  t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  of t h e  miss ion  and n o t  preempt t h e  work going on 
t h e r e .  
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Wi th in  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  involvement i n  m i s s i o n s  h a s  con t inued  t o  
grow. L a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  Fore ign  Miss ion  Board c o o r d i n a t e d  t r i p s  f o r  g roups  o f  v o l u n t e e r s  i n v o l v i n g  
n e a r l y  11,000 people .  The g roups  worked i n  evangel ism e f f o r t s ,  p a r t n e r s h i p  evangel ism p r o j e c t s  
and genera l -purpose  teams,  va ry ing  from c o n s t r u c t i o n  teams t o  c lean-water  g roups  t o  bee-keepers .  

"Volunteer ism h a s  been i t s  own s u c c e s s , "  noted Boswell .  "The m i s s i o n s  e x p e r i e n c e  f u l f i l l s  a 
deep need i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  a b e l i e v e r .  For  most ,  t h e  one exper ience  is n o t  enough. .. . They keep 
go ing  back f o r  more. 

"It works, and w e l l .  Sou thern  B a p t i s t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  w i l l  o n l y  t r y  something 
once. If t h e y  do i t  a second time, i t  is because i t  works." 

l lMiss ions  involvement  h a s  a p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  v o l u n t e e r , "  noted Ed Moss, t h e  b o a r d ' s  
a s s o c i a t e  a r e a  d i r e c t o r  f o r  e a s t e r n  and s o u t h e r n  Af r ica .  "Exper iencing a d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e  h e l p s  
them unders tand  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  m i s s i o n a r i e s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  working on t h e  f i e l d .  

"Their  e x p e r i e n c e  a l s o  g e n e r a t e s  good p r a y e r  and f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  miss ions .  T h e i r  
e x p e r i e n c e  c o n t i n u e s  even a f t e r  t h e y  come home." 

Along w i t h  n e a r l y  11,000 i n d i v i d u a l s  who went under  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  board,  l e a d e r s  
s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  hundreds ,  maybe even thousands,  o f  o t h e r  Southern B a p t i s t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
m i s s i o n s  e x p e r i e n c e s  on f o r e i g n  f i e l d s .  The g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  misunders tand ing ,  
misconcep t ions  and c o n f l i c t s  l i e s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  independent  miss ion  g roups ,  board o f f i c i a l s  s a i d .  

Many t i m e s ,  v o l u n t e e r s  who have  n o t  c o o r d i n a t e d  t h e i r  t r i p  th rough  t h e  board d i s c o v e r  t h a t  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e i r  m i n i s t r y ,  they  s a i d .  T h i s  l e a d s  t h e  
v o l u n t e e r s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  are n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  them o r  what t h e y  are doing.  

" M i s s i o n a r i e s  have  job d e s c r i p t i o n s l W  e x p l a i n e d  C a r l  Hunker, a  r e t i r e d  Southern B a p t i s t  
miss ionary  t o  Taiwan and c u r r e n t  p a s t o r  o f  Emmanuel Chinese  B a p t i s t  Miss ion i n  Overland Park ,  
Kan. "They have  t h e i r  own s c h e d u l e  o f  p r i o r i t i e s .  When t h e i r  schedu le  c a n ' t  be i n t e r r u p t e d  t o  
work wi th  t h e  unexpected workers ,  i t  c a n  communicate t h a t  they  d o n l t  c a r e . "  

Hunker, who was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e o l o g i c a l  educa t ion  and church p l a n t i n g  d u r i n g  h i s  miss ionary  
s e r v i c e ,  warned t h a t  misunders tand ing  c a n  l e a d  t o  broad g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s :  nVolun tee r s  go  t o  a  
f i e l d  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  evangel ism as t h e i r  g o a l .  When t h e y  d i s c o v e r  t h e  miss ionary  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  t r a v e l  and i n t e r p r e t  f o r  them, t h e y  conclude t h e  miss ionary  is  n o t  invo lved  i n  p e r s o n a l  
evangel ism.  O f t e n ,  t h i s  one  i n c i d e n t  w i l l  be  en la rged  t o  communicate t h a t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  a r e  n o t  
invo lved  i n  p e r s o n a l  evangel ism."  

Americans need t o  be  ve ry  c a r e f u l  i n  t h e i r  u s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  evangel ism i n  a f o r e i g n  c u l t u r e ,  
h e  e x p l a i n e d ,  n o t i n g ,  llAmericans a r e  v e r y  r e s p e c t e d  i n  most c u l t u r e s ,  and n a t i o n a l s  w i l l  respond 
p o s i t i v e l y  t o  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  s imply because a n  American asked them t o . "  

E x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  many such  i n d i v i d u a l s  f a i l  t o  be  t r u l y  conver ted,  h e  warned, "It: is t r u e  
t h a t  t h e y  may l a c c e p t l  J e s u s ,  b u t  h e  w i l l  j u s t  b e  t h e  lAmericanls  god1 t o  them." T h i s  r e s u l t s  
from t h e  p l u r a l i s t i c  n a t u r e  o f  many c u l t u r e s ,  he  s a i d .  

F i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  from v o l u n t e e r s  t o  n a t i o n a l s  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  m i s s i o n a r i e s  a l s o  c a n  c r e a t e  
misunders tand ing  and j e a l o u s i e s ,  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and board l e a d e r s  s a i d .  

"The p r o p e r  u s e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  i s  t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  area," noted Hunker. "When 
Americans respond  t o  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  needs  among n a t i o n a l s ,  i t  o f t e n  i n t e r r u p t s  t h e  m i s s i o n l s  
d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h e s  t o  become ind igenous  ( s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g ) .  T h e i r  g i v i n g  c a n  h u r t  t h e  
o v e r a l l  g o a l .  " 

The most s e n s i t i v e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  when n a t i o n a l s  look  t o  v i s i t i n g  Americans f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t ,  r e l a t e d  Moss: When Americans respond t o  a f i n a n c i a l  p l e a ,  i t  creates t h e  
f e e l i n g  among n a t i o n a l s  t h a t  'They care more about  u s  t h a n  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  do.' O r ,  i f  t h e y  
d o n l t  r e spond ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l s  are h u r t ,  and t h i s ,  t o o ,  creates d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s .  

"The best answer t o  t h e  money s i t u a t i o n  is work w i t h  t h e  miss ion.  They unders tand  b e t t e r  
t h e  needs  o f  a n  area and i n d i v i d u a l  churches." 

--more-- 
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Hunker emphasized t h a t  o r i e n t a t i o n  and p r e p a r a t i o n  b e f o r e  a miss ion  t r i p  e n s u r e s  t h e  b e s t  
r e s u l t s .  ltGood p r e p a r a t i o n  on t h e  f i e l d  and good o r i e n t a t i o n  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  v e r y  impor tan t  
for  any m i s s i o n s  t r i p ,  lt h e  s a i d .  

"Southern B a p t i s t s  a r e  f r e e - s p i r i t e d  people , l l  a s sessed  Boswell. "When t h e y  h e a r  o f  a  need, 
they  are n o t  a f r a i d  of g e t t i n g  invo lved .  

"Many p e o p l e  are r e l u c t a n t :  t o  g o  through t h e  ' b i g  c o r p o r t a t i o n '  ( t h e  board)  t o  d o  m i s s i o n s  
work. They b e l i e v e  a l l  t h e  r e d  t a p e  w i l l  l i m i t  t h e  c r e a t i v i t y  of an i n d i v i d u a l  group. I t  i s  
hard t o  conv ince  them t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  we r e q u i r e  is f o r  t h e i r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  n o t  a way f o r  u s  t o  
keep t a b s  on what t h e y  do on t h e  m i s s i o n  f i e l d . "  

C o o r d i n a t i n g  m i s s i o n s  involvement  through t h e  board b e n e f i t s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  b u t  also 
t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and t h e  n a t i o n a l s ,  Moss no ted ,  l i s t i n g  f o u r  advantages  o f  t h e  p rocess :  

-- Oppor tun i ty  is  prov ided  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  m i s s i o n a r i e s  on the f i e l d .  I t  a l lows  t h e  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  t h e  t ime  t o  p l a n  and make t h e  p r o p e r  arrangements f o r  g roups  o f  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  come. 

-- V o l u n t e e r s  are prov ided  w i t h  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  c u l t u r e  -- t h e  d o ' s  and d o n ' t ' s  i n  a 
g i v e n  c u l t u r e .  

-- R e l a t i o n s h i p s  between m i s s i o n a r i e s  and n a t i o n a l s  a r e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  as they  work t o g e t h e r  
i n  p l a n n i n g  f o r  m i s s i o n  teams. 

-- It i n v o l v e s  Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  i n  t h e  workings o f  t h e  board,  t h u s  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e i r  
commitment t o  p r a y  and g i v e .  

"We u t i l i z e  a l o t  o f  v o l u n t e e r s , "  remarked Damon. "We could have never  accomplished a l l  
t h a t  we have i n  t h e  pas t  and n e i t h e r  w i l l  we accomplish as much i n  t h e  f u t u r e  w i t h o u t  t h e  
d e d i c a t i o n  and m i n i s t r y  o f   volunteer^.^ 

"Volunteer ism r e q u i r e s  s a c r i f i c e ,  unders tand ing  o f  God's p l a n  f o r  t h e  world and f a i t h  on t h e  
p a r t  o f  every  i n d i v i d u a l , "  s a i d  Boswell .  "Our p a r t  i s  t o  h e l p  them f u l f i l l  t h e i r  m i s s i o n s  
d e s i r e .  ... We j u s t  want t o  h e l p  them do i t  b e t t e r . "  

--3o-- 

H e a l t h  s a i d  t o  impact  
s p i r i t u a l  c o n d i t i o n i n g  

N* 556 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

By Frank Wm. White 7/5/89 

CLORIETA, N .M. (BPI--Southern B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  o f t e n  h i n d e r  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  God and 
t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  deve lop  a church  by i g n o r i n g  t h e i r  own p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h ,  a  V i r g i n i a  p a s t o r  and 
former c o l l e g e  f o o t b a l l  p l a y e r  s a i d .  

Ken Hemphill ,  p a s t o r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Norfolk ,  Va., and a  former d e f e n s i v e  
l i n e b a c k e r  at  Wake F o r e s t  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Winston-Salem, N.C. ,  was p r e a c h e r  f o r  t h e  second o f  t h r e e  
Sunday School  Leadersh ip  Confe rences  a t  G l o r i e t a  ( N . M . )  B a p t i s t  Conference Center .  He spoke t o  
f e l l o w  p a s t o r s  abou t  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n i n g .  

"There are a l o t  o f  j o k e s  abou t  f a t  B a p t i s t  p r e a c h e r s ,  and we a l l  l a u g h  about  them," 
Hemphill  s a i d .  But a l a c k  o f  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n i n g  c a n  a f f e c t  a p e r s o n ' s  m i n i s t r y  and a b i l i t y  t o  
u s e  s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s ,  h e  n o t e d ,  add ing  poor  c o n d i t i o n i n g  a l s o  s e n d s  t h e  wrong message as a  
p r e a c h e r  t a l k s  about  p e r s o n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s .  

"A p a s t o r ' s  l a c k  of p h y s i c a l  d i s c i p l i n e  becomes a n  o f f e n s e  t o  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  and t o  t h e  
community as h e  t a l k s  about  b e i n g  d i s c i p l i n e d  i n  p r a y e r  l i f e  and o t h e r  a r e a s , "  Hemphill  s a i d .  

Through o r g a n i z e d  s p o r t s  i n  h i s  you th  and c o l l e g e  days, Hemphill s a i d ,  h e  never  had t o  be 
d i s c i p l i n e d  abou t  e x e r c i s e .  "There was always somebody t e l l i n g  me when t o  run and how f a r  t o  
r u n , "  h e  e x p l a i n e d .  

However, a f te r  a few y e a r s  as p a s t o r  i n  Norfolk ,  h e  became absorbed i n  t h e  r a p i d  growth o f  
t h e  church.  Suddenly,  h e  s a i d ,  he d i d n ' t  r ecogn ize  t h e  pudgy pastor h e  saw i n  t h e  m i r r o r .  

--more-- 
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*'I t r i e d  every  d i e t  and p l a n  f o r  l o s i n g  weight  g o i n g ,  but  i t  wasn ' t  u n t i l  I came t o  t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  t h e  problem was s i n  -- f a i l u r e  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e  temple o f  God -- t h a t  I was a b l e  t o  
come t o  g r i p s  w i t h  i t ,  " h e  s a i d .  

Hemphill  equa ted  t h e  need f o r  a time o f  p h y s i c a l  e x e r c i s e  w i t h  t h e  need f o r  p r a y e r  time and 
d e v o t i o n a l  time because  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between o n e t s  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  and s p i r i t u a l  
c o n d i t i o n .  

Only when t h e  body is  a t  f u l l  e f f i c i e n c y  c a n  a  p e r s o n ' s  s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s  b e  f u n c t i o n i n g  a t  
f u l l  e f f i c i e n c y ,  because t h o s e  g i f t s  must be  c a r r i e d  o u t  through t h e  body and mind, h e  p o i n t e d  
o u t .  

"My m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  p h y s i c a l  f i t n e s s  is t o  b e  p l e a s i n g  t o  God," h e  s a i d .  

Hemphill d i d  n o t  p r e s c r i b e  a p a r t i c u l a r  method o f  p h y s i c a l  f i t n e s s .  He h a t e s  r u n n i n g  
because h e  was f o r c e d  t o  do so  much runn ing  as p a r t  o f  s p o r t s  c o n d i t i o n i n g ,  h e  s a i d .  Diet and 
o t h e r  p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  work f o r  him. 

E x e r c i s e  s h o u l d  be l i k e  p r a y e r  -- withou t  c e a s i n g ,  h e  s a i d .  I t  c a n  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  
d a i l y  r o u t i n e s  i n  ways such  as u s i n g  s t a i r s  i n s t e a d  o f  e l e v a t o r s  and p a r k i n g  away from t h e  
e n t r a n c e  o f  a  b u i l d i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  i n s i s t i n g  on f i n d i n g  t h e  c l o s e s t  p a r k i n g  s p o t .  

H i s  e f f o r t s  a t  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n i n g  have a ided  t h e  development o f  h i s  m i n i s t r y  and growth 
o f  h i s  church ,  h e  added: "We went t o  two worship s e r v i c e s  about s i x  months a f t e r  I r e a l l y  g o t  
back i n t o  shape.  I c o u l d n ' t  have handled t h e  p h y s i c a l  demands o f  two s e r v i c e s  b e f o r e  then . "  

Without t h e  two s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  church ' s  growth would have been l i m i t e d ,  h e  s a i d .  Now t h e  
church  h a s  a S a t u r d a y  even ing  B i b l e  s t u d y  and worship  s e r v i c e  and is p l a n n i n g  t o  add a t h i r d  
Sunday morning s e r v i c e  t o  accommodate more t h a n  2,100 peop le  who a t t e n d  Sunday s c h o o l  and t o  make 
room f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  growth. 

The problem of p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n i n g  is n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  p a s t o r s ,  Hemphill  s a i d  : ttLaypeople 
a r e  j u s t  l i k e  p a s t o r s .  We a l l  start  d e v o t i o n a l  times, p r a y e r  t i m e s  and e x e r c i s e  times and t h e n  
drop o f f  f o r  some r e a s o n  o r  ano ther .  D i s c i p l i n e  and a n  awareness o f  t h e  importance f o r  s p i r i t u a l  
development and d e v o t i o n  t o  God are needed t o  m a i n t a i n  a ba lance  f o r  all a r e a s  o f  ~ o n d i t i o n i n g . ~ '  

--3O-- 
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M i n i s t r y  t o  m e n t a l l y  ill 
r e q u i r e s  s e t t i n g  f e a r s  a s i d e  

F- ( 0  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By S h a r i  Schuber t  ( MO> 7/5/89 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (BPI--!fien a b r o t h e r  is  t h i r s t y ,  i t ' s  f a i r l y  easy  t o  g i v e  a  cup of w a t e r  
i n  J e s u s t  name. But when t h e  b r o t h e r  is  a mental  p a t i e n t ,  h igh  i d e a l s  of m i n i s t r y  o f t e n  crumble 
under  t h e  we igh t  o f  f e a r  and ignorance ,  o b s e r v e r s  say. 

T y p i c a l l y  r e j e c t e d  and i s o l a t e d  by s o c i e t y ,  t h o s e  who s u f f e r  from menta l  i l l n e s s  and i t s  
a f t e r m a t h  need t h e  c a r i n g  touch  o f  t h e  church,  t h e i r  advoca tes  r e p o r t .  But i n s t e a d  o f  a c h e e r f u l  
welcome, c a r d s ,  c a l l s ,  v i s i t s  and p r a y e r s ,  what they  may encounte r  are embarrassed s t a r e s ,  
awkward s i l e n c e  o r  even criticism. 

Churches c a n  m i n i s t e r  e f f e c t i v e l y  to  t h e  menta l ly  ill, i n s i s t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  mental  
h e a l t h  f i e l d .  But  b e f o r e  t h e y  c a n  d o  so, members may need t o  examine t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  toward t h e  
men t a l l y  ill and p e r h a p s  d i s c a r d  some d i s t o r t e d  p e r c e p t i o n s .  

. . P e o p l e ' s  f i r s t  reaction t o  a person  with menta l  i l l n e s s  is f e a r ,  e x p l a i n e d  B i l l  C a r p e n t e r ,  
d i r e c t o r  o f  p a s t o r a l  care a t  Oklahoma C i t y ' s  B a p t i s t  Medical Center. "For most o f  u s ,  t h e r e ' s  a 
p a r t  o f  u s  we're n o t  sure abou t  e i t h e r ,  and we're afra ' id  t h a t  j u s t  might  come out ,"  h e  no tes .  

Fear also h a s  been p e r p e t u a t e d  by u n r e a l i s t i c  p o r t r a y a l  o f  menta l  i l l n e s s  by t h e  mass media, 
o b s e r v e s  John Twiehaus,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Missour i  depar tment  o f  h e a l t h ' s  d i v i s i o n  o f  comprehensive 
p s y c h i a t r i c  s e r v i c e s .  S e n s a t i o n a l i s m  i n  r e p o r t s  o f  crimes i n v o l v i n g  m e n t a l l y  ill i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
combined w i t h  t h e  d i s t o r t e d  image s e e n  i n  movies such  as wPsychow have c r e a t e d  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  
t h a t  t h e  t y p i c a l  m e n t a l l y  ill p e r s o n  is v i o l e n t  and perhaps  dangerous,  he s a y s .  

..-. -. --more-- 
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'!The v a s t  major i ty  of mental ly ill people never commit any kind o f  crime,ll  emphasizes Sharon 
Buchanan-McClure, d i r e c t o r  of pub l i c  a f f a i r s  f o r  t h e  Missouri department of  mental hea l th .  I n  
r e a l i t y ,  she  s ays ,  t h e  t y p i c a l  mental ly ill person usua l ly  is doc i l e .  

The department o f  mental h e a l t h  personnel a l so  p o i n t s  out  a d i f f e r ence  between a person who 
i s  mental ly ill -- t h u s  unable t o  c o n t r o l  h i s  behavior -- and a person who is  capable of 
r egu la t i ng  behavior  but  simply r e fuses  t o  do so.  Many people who a r e  involved i n  i l l e g a l  o r  
immoral behavlor belong t o  t h e  l a t t e r  group, they explains.  

Another common mispercept ion about mental i l l n e s s  i s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  'la11 you need t o  do is  
g e t  yourse l f  t oge the r , "  Twiehaus s ays ,  acknowledging t h a t  pa s t  t r ends  i n  t h e  mental h e a l t h  
profess ion  i t s e l f  have been p a r t l y  respons ib le  f o r  perpe tua t ing  t h a t  idea .  

Some mental p a t i e n t s  can  be helped by counsel ing a lone ,  but research  now i s  confirming t h a t  
many mental i l l n e s s e s  can be t raced  t o  phys ica l  causes such a s  an imbalance i n  body chemistry,  
head i n j u r y ,  b r a i n  abnormality o r  even a tumor. Manic depression now i s  known t o  be h e r e d i t a r y ,  
and he red i ty  may be involved i n  sch izophrenia  as well ,  Twiehaus notes .  Mental i l l n e s s  needs t o  
be seen a s  a d i s e a s e  process ,  he adds; t h e  p a t i e n t  cannot w i l l  t h e  problem away. 

Mental i l l n e s s  among church members o r  t h e i r  f ami l i e s  is  not an uncommon problem. Seven of 
n i n e  Missouri B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  contac ted  by Word & Way, news journal  of t h e  Missouri B a p t i s t  
Convention, r e c a l l e d  t h a t  someone i n  t h e i r  cu r r en t  congregation o r  a previous congregation has 
experienced a s e r i o u s  mental i l l n e s s .  

Even t h a t  may not  g i v e  an accu ra t e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  scope of  need, says  Thom Meigs, a s s o c i a t e  
p ro fe s so r  o f  p a s t o r a l  c a r e  and psychology o f  r e l i g i o n  a t  Midwestern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary 
i n  Kansas Ci ty ,  Mo. Mental i l l n e s s  probably occurs i n  every church, whether members a r e  aware of 
i t  o r  n o t ,  Meigs sugges ts .  But because o f  t h e  s t igma involved, many people attempt t o  keep i t  
hidden from o t h e r s  i n  t h e  church and community. 

P a t i e n t s  admitted t o  Fulton (MO.) S t a t e  Hospi ta l  sometimes r e j e c t  t h e  o f f e r  t o  con tac t  t h e i r  
l o c a l  p a s t o r ,  n o t e s  B i l l  Mosby, a Southern B a p t i s t  chapla in  there .  

When p a t i e n t s  o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  h ide  t h e  need from t h e i r  church, i t  prevents  those  who would 
. be w i l l i n g  t o  m i n i s t e r  from doing s o ,  adds John Duncan, pas to r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  

C a s s v i l l e ,  Mo. 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  f i r s t  p lace  many people turn  For he lp  with a mental problem is  t o  a 
m i n i s t e r ,  Twiehaus notes .  The m i n i s t e r  then can be an important l i n k  i n  g e t t i n g  them t h e  help 
they need. 

Outside t h e  church family are many more people s u f f e r i n g  from mental i l l n e s s  and needing the  
church 's  ca r ing  min i s t ry ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s ,  where p a t i e n t s  who have been t r e a t e d  
and dismissed from mental h o s p i t a l s  o f t en  are found among t h e  homeless populat ion,  observers  
note.  

"The i n n e r  c i t y  becomes a dumping ground, almost,  f o r  those  who have mental problems,I1 says  
Ken Smith, p a s t o r  o f  F o r e s t  Avenue B a p t i s t  Church i n  Kansas City. 

Fo re s t  Avenue Church ope ra t e s  a s h e l t e r  l o r  t h e  homeless and seeks  t o  min i s t e r  t o  such 
people. According t o  Smith, t h e  min i s t ry  has experienced some success.  The f e a r  and l o n e l i n e s s  
t h a t  accompany mental i l l n e s s  "can become a bridge t o  b r ing  them t o  Chr i s t , "  he a f f i rms .  

Most o f  t h e  p a s t o r s  say they be l i eve  t h e i r  congregat ions would be ab l e  t o  respond 
app rop r i a t e ly  i f  someone i n  t h e  congregat ion developed a se r ious  mental i l lness .  But some 
expressed r e s e r v a t i o n s  about whether t h e i r  churches would know t h e  r i g h t  t h ings  t o  say o r  do. 

. . 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s p i r i t u a l  h e a l t h  and mental hea l th  becomes a c r u c i a l  i s s u e  a s  t h e  
church seeks  t o  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  mental ly ill. Pas to r s  and church members need t o  recognize both 
t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  m i n i s t r y  and t h e i r  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  hea l th-care  p ro fe s s iona l s  say. 

About 52 percent  o f  mental p a t i e n t s  have some " s p i r i t u a l  concerns," Mosby notes .  But he 
explained t h a t  when a person becomes mentally ill, h i s  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  system o f t en  becomes ill 
as well. 

--more-- 
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Mental i l l n e s s  c a n  b e  r e l a t e d  t o  a r e l i g i o u s  problem, Mosby acknowledges, but  "we need t o  
d e a l  w i t h  t h e  i l l n e s s  f i r s t ,  and t h e n  we c a n  h e l p  them w i t h  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  problem." 

F a i t h  c a n  p r o v i d e  a s u p p o r t  sys tem f o r  t h e  mental  p a t i e n t ,  Twiehaus p o i n t s  o u t .  " F a i t h  
g i v e s  you something t o  hang on t o , "  h e  s a y s .  

But p r e s c r i b i n g  p r a y e r ,  B i b l e  s t u d y  o r  " g e t t i n g  r i g h t  wi th  t h e  Lordtt f o r  a  problem t h a t  
needs  medical  and/or p s y c h i a t r i c  a t t e n t i o n  is " the  wors t  t h i n g  you c a n  do,, '  i n s i s t s  Mosby. 

The p a t i e n t  a l r e a d y  h a s  t h e  problem o f  h i s  i l l n e s s ,  t h e  c h a p l a i n  emphasizes.  If h e  t h e n  is 
counseled i n  a way t h a t  i m p l i e s  h e  h a s  done something wrong t o  cause  t h e  i l l n e s s ,  i t  " p u t s  
a n o t h e r  g u i l t  t r i p  on them," 

"Mike, l1 39, who h a s  s u f f e r e d  from manic d e p r e s s i o n  s i n c e  h i s  e a r l y  t e e n s ,  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  
b e i n g  i n  t h e  down c y c l e  o f  d e p r e s s i o n  is  " l i k e  be ing  i n  a v a c c ~ u m . ~  During t h o s e  times, h i s  
f a i t h  i s  o f  l i t t l e  h e l p ,  h e  admits .  "1 c a n ' t  pray. I c a n ' t  p r a i s e . "  Because o f  t h e  ups  and 
downs o f  t h e  i l l n e s s ,  h e  says, i t t s  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  a hand le  on h i s  s p i r i t u a l  c o n d i t i o n .  

What h e  needs  from h i s  church ,  he  e x p l a i n s ,  i s  s imply acceptance,  r e a s s u r a n c e ,  someone t o  
l i s t e n  and c a r e .  

"I want t o  be  a  good person ,  a good h e l p e r ,  a  good f r i e n d ,  a good p r o v i d e r , "  he  s a y s .  "1 
j u s t  want t o  l o v e  p e o p l e  t h e  way t h e y  a r e ,  and I want them t o  l o v e  me t h e  w a y  I am. ... J e s u s  
l o v e s  me t h e  way I am." 

--30-- 

Workers urged t o  p r e s e n t  g o s p e l  I=- ( 0  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
t o  peop le  w i t h  menta l  hand icaps  By S h a r i  Schuber t  (/YJ> 7/5/89 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (BPI--The s p e c i a l  needs o f  a menta l ly  r e t a r d e d  person  and h i s  f ami ly  
p r e s e n t  t h e  chufch  w i t h  a n  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  m i n i s t r y  and w i t n e s s ,  s a i d  Gene Nabi,  
c o n s u l t a n t  i n  m i n i s t r y  t o  e x c e p t i o n a l  pe r sons  f o r  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Sunday School  Board. 

Menta l ly  handicapped p e o p l e  need t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h e a r ,  and respond t o ,  t h e  g o s p e l  -- j u s t  
. as anyone e l s e  d o e s ,  Nabi emphasized. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  p rov id ing  f o r  a r e t m d e d  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  

c h u r c h ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  o f t e n  c a n  be t h e  key t o  reach ing  an unchurched fami ly  f o r  C h r i s t  o r  
r e a c t i v a t i n g  a f a m i l y  t h a t  h a s  dropped o u t  o f  church. 

F a m i l i e s  o f  a m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d  person  sometimes have d i f f i c u l t y  f i n d i n g  a church where 
worship  and B i b l e  s t u d y  are o f f e r e d  a t  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e v e l  f o r  t h e  r e t a r d e d  f a m i l y  member, 
e x p l a i n e d  L o u i s e  H o f s t e t t e r ,  a long t ime  worker i n  s p e c i a l  m i n i s t r i e s  at  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  
Raytown, Mo. They a l s o  may need f o r  t h e i r  church t o  p rov ide  f o r  t h e  r e t a r d e d  person  a t  o t h e r  
t imes  b e s i d e s  t h e  Sunday s c h o o l  hour  s o  f a m i l y  members c a n  a t t e n d  miss ion  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  c h o i r ,  
b u s i n e s s  mee t ings  and o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s h e  said. 

The number o f  c h u r c h e s  p r o v i d i n g  m i n i s t r y  t o  t h e  menta l ly  handicapped is i n c r e a s i n g ,  b u t  
very s l o w l y ,  s h e  noted.  

Among t h e  d e c i s i o n s  a church  h a s  t o  make about how i t  w i l l  m i n i s t e r  t o  a r e t a r d e d  person  i s  
whether  t o  e n r o l l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  a r e g u l a r  class o r  p rov ide  a s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  c l a s s ,  Nabi 
s a i d ,  add ing ,  "The i d e a l  is t o  work toward mainstreaming." 

But whether  a r e t a r d e d  a d u l t  c a n  be  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  a c l a s s  u s u a l l y  depends on 
t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  of t h e  c lass ,  as w e l l  as t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  pe rson  b e i n g  mainstreamed, h e  
s a i d ,  acknowledging some problems may be  involved.  

. . F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  h e  said,  most r e t a r d e d  a d u l t s  would be p laced  i n  a s i n g l e s f  depar tment  o r  
c lass  -- b u t  many s i n g l e s t  g roups  have d i f f i c u l t y  a c c e p t i n g  a r e t a r d e d  person.  "They d o n t t  want 
t o  be  i d e n t i f i e d  as b e i n g  i n  t h e  same group w i t h  t h i s  k i n d  o f  person,"  he observed.  

"Tha t ' s  s a d ,  " h e  added, p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  J e s u s  set a d i f f e r e n t  example as h e  s p e n t  much o f  
h i s  time m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  p e o p l e  w i t h  special needs and problems. 

Most mildly retarded c h i l d r e n  c a n  b e  mainstreamed, H o f s t e t t e r  s a i d .  A s p e c i a l  c lass  may be 
needed f o r  t h o s e  who are more s e v e r e l y  r e t a r d e d  o r  h y p e r a c t i v e ,  s h e  sugges ted .  

- --more-- 
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When a r e t a r d e d  p e r s o n  i s  p l a c e d  i n  a r e g u l a r  Sunday schoo l  c l a s s ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  t e a c h e r  who 
is equipped t o  work w i t h  him may be needed, Nabi said. 

Any person  who i s  a good t e a c h e r  and f e e l s  at e a s e  w i t h  r e t a r d e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  c a n  become a 
s u c c e s s f u l  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  t e a c h e r ,  h e  s a i d .  B a s i c a l l y ,  t h e  same p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t e a c h i n g  t h a t  
app ly  t o  any o t h e r  class app ly  t o  t e a c h i n g  i n  a s p e c i a l  educa t ion  c lass ,  h e  noted,  s a y i n g ,  "They 
l e a r n  t h e  same as anybody e l s e . "  The d i f f e r e n c e  is t h e  speed and l e v e l  a t  which l e a r n i n g  o c c u r s .  

H o f s t e t t e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  a t e a c h e r  needs t o  have good t r a i n i n g  i n  how t o  t e a c h  and communicate 
t h e  B i b l e ,  and a l o t  o f  p a t i e n c e .  "You have t o  do a l o t  o f  r e p e t i t i v e  t e a c h i n g , "  s h e  exp la ined .  
"You d o n ' t  see a l o t  o f  p r o g r e s s  r a p i d l y . "  

The t e a c h e r  a l s o  needs  t o  a c c e p t  t h a t  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t e a c h i n g  a s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  c l a s s  i s  
" r e a l l y  work,n s h e  added. 

L e c t u r e - s t y l e  t e a c h i n g  i s  n o t  a good method f o r  work w i t h  r e t a r d e d  peop le ,  Nabi emphasized. 
He recommended t h a t  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  t e a c h i n g  be a c t i v i t y - o r i e n t e d .  Concen t ra t ion  games, word 
s e a r c h e s ,  p u z z l e s  and board- type games o f t e n  c a n  be used e f f e c t i v e l y ,  h e  noted. 

A c t i v i t i e s  need t o  be l e s s o n - o r i e n t e d ,  h e  con t inued ,  adding,  "We d o n ' t  do a c t i v i t i e s  j u s t  
f o r  fun." 

A c t i v i t i e s  a l s o  need t o  be  age-appropr ia te ,  h e  s a i d .  I f  a normal pe rson  t h e  same age 
wouldn ' t  do t h e  a c t i v i t y ,  a t e a c h e r  shou ld  n o t  expec t  a menta l ly  handicapped person  t o  do i t ,  h e  
s a i d .  

Adul t s  do n o t  want c h i l d r e n ' s  material, even i f  t h e i r  mental  age i s  sti l l  t h a t  o f  a c h i l d ,  
H o s t e t t e r  s a i d ,  n o t i n g ,  "They want t o  be t r e a t e d  l i k e  adu l t s . "  

C h i l d r e n ' s  m a t e r i a l s  sometimes c a n  be adapted f o r  u s e  w i t h  a d u l t s ,  Nabi s a i d .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
when u s i n g  c h i l d r e n ' s  B i b l e  s t u d y  l e a f l e t s  w i t h  a d u l t s ,  h e  p l a c e s  a n  adhes ive  l a b e l  over  t h e  word 
l l c h i l d r e n ' s "  and adds  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  name s o  t h e  cover  w i l l  r e a d ,  "John's B i b l e  Study." L e a f l e t s  
can  b e  c u t  a p a r t ,  keep ing  t h e  B i b l e  s t o r y  material and d i s c a r d i n g  supplementary m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  
p e r t a i n  o n l y  t o  c h i l d r e n ,  h e  noted.  

H o f s t e t t e r  s t r e s s e d  t h e  impor tance  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  approach i n  t e a c h i n g .  Croup t e a c h i n g  
t e n d s  t o  be  mos t ly  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  s h e  s a i d .  Some p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  c a t c h  on ,  bu t  o t h e r s  w i l l  
n o t .  Most o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  l e a r n i n g  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  one-on-one s i t u a t i o n s ,  where t h e  t e a c h e r  
can  become f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  i n t e r e s t s ,  r e a c t i o n s  and l e a r n i n g  s t y l e  and t e a c h  
a c c o r d i n g l y ,  s h e  said. 

P r o v i d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d  c lass  members t o  e x p r e s s  themselves  i s  
i m p o r t a n t ,  H o f s t e t t e r  added: llThey l i k e  t o  t a l k .  They l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i n g s . "  

Because r e t a r d e d  p e o p l e  have a s t r o n g  d e s i r e  t o  be loved and accep ted ,  t h e y  r e a d i l y  respond 
. t o  t h e  l o v e  and a c c e p t a n c e  o f  C h r i s t ,  no ted  Helen Timbrook, a member o f  Richland B a p t i s t  Church 

i n  Kingdom C i t y ,  Mo. She and h e r  husband, Sam, p a r e n t s  o f  a r e t a r d e d  son ,  have l e d  confe rences  
on m i n i s t r y  w i t h  t h e  m e n t a l l y  handicapped. 

"Most o f  them w i l l  r e a d i l y  a c c e p t  C h r i s t , "  H o f s t e t t e r  agreed. But s h e  c a u t i o n e d ,  "You have 
t o  know t h e  p e r s o n  r e a l l y  well t o  know whether  t h e y ' r e  unders tand ing  o r  j u s t  mimicking." 

A r e t a r d e d  person  may have  d i f f i c u l t y  unders tand ing  some of t h e  a b s t r a c t  c o n c e p t s  and 
vocabu la ry  o f t e n  used i n  w i t n e s s i n g  c o n t a c t s ,  e x p l a i n e d  Ann Putnam, n a t i o n a l  c o n s u l t a n t  w i t h  
d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s  and church  weekday m i n i s t r i e s  f o r  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board. F o r  
that r e a s o n ,  she s a i d ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  l e a d  a r e t a r d e d  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  a c c e p t  C h r i s t  i n  a one-time 

. . c o n t a c t  u s u a l l y  i s  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e .  

The b e s t  approach by far, s h e  said, i s  t o  e n r o l l  t h e  person i n  B i b l e  s t u d y  and work w i t h  him 
o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  time. "We have t o  f i n d  o u t  where t h e y  are, ... what t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  is," 
s h e  s a i d .  

--more-- 
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But r e t a r d e d  p e o p l e  are c a p a b l e  o f  making a genu ine  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  f a i t h ,  s h e  emphasized. I n  
f a c t ,  f a i t h  may come more e a s i l y  f o r  a  r e t a r d e d  person  t h a n  f o r  many o t h e r  peop le ,  H o f s t e t t e r  
s a i d ,  n o t i n g ,  'Their  t h i n k i n g  is  so  s imple  t h a t  they  d o n ' t  l e t  o t h e r  t h i n g s  g e t  i n  t h e  way. ff  

Tirnbrook h a s  found t h a t  r e t a r d e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n  d e a l i n g  wi th  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s i n ,  u s u a l l y  
d o n ' t  t r y  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  o r  make excuses .  Approaching t h e  matter i n  a s imple ,  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  
way, t h e y  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  acknowledge, "1 r e a l l y  h u r t  God." 

A p e r s o n a l  t e s t imony  u s u a l l y  is  a n  e f f e c t i v e  approach i n  w i t n e s s i n g  t o  a r e t a r d e d  p e r s o n ,  
Timbrook s a i d .  "1 e x p l a i n  what hav ing  C h r i s t  i n  my l i f e  h a s  done f o r  me," s h e  s a i d .  

When w i t n e s s i n g  t o  a r e t a r d e d  person ,  a person  should use s imple ,  c l e a r  language,  she  added. 
Because t h e y  u s u a l l y  t a k e  e v e r y t h i n g  l i t e r a l l y ,  i t  is  impor tan t  t o  avoid e x p r e s s i o n s  such  as " t h e  
b lood-spr ink led  way of t h e  Lamb." 

"And be p r a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  w i l l  communicate i n  ways we d o n ' t  u n d e r ~ t a n d , ' ~  added 
Putnam. 

Some peop le  have t h e  i d e a  t h a t  menta l ly  handicapped people  are a u t o m a t i c a l l y  covered by 
God's g r a c e ,  Nabi s a i d ,  i n s i s t i n g ,  "That ' s  n o t  so." 

There  is a l l m y ~ t e r y n  about  how God d e a l s  w i t h  peop le  who are s o  low-funct ioning t h a t  they  
a p p a r e n t l y  canno t  comprehend even t h e  s i m p l e s t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  g o s p e l ,  Nabi acknowledged. 
But h e  p o i n t e d  o u t  most m e n t a l l y  handicapped peop le  are capab le  of  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e y  have 
done wrong and need t o  take s t e p s  t o  make t h i n g s  r i g h t  w i t h  God. V n t i l  t h o s e  f o l k s  t a k e  t h o s e  
s t e p s ,  they  ' r e  l o s t ,  h e  i n s i s t e d .  

About 80 p e r c e n t  o f  m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d  peop le  reach  a mental  age o f  a t  l e a s t  1 4 ,  Timbrook 
s a i d .  P o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  normal young peop le  o f t e n  a c c e p t  C h r i s t  a t  t h e  age o f  10 t o  15,  s h e  
observed t h a t  p u t s  " a  whole d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e n  on evangelism w i t h  t h e  menta l ly  r e t a r d e d .  

A r e t a r d e d  p e r s o n  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  expected t o  unders tand a l l  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a d e c i s i o n  
f o r  C h r i s t  any more t h a n  a c h i l d  would be expected t o  unders tand ,  Putnam s a i d .  The p e r s o n l s  
d e c i s i o n  must b e  accep ted  a t  t h e  l e v e l  a t  which h e  is  a b l e  t o  make it. 

llOur job i s  t o  t r ea t  them as i f  t h e y  can l e a r n , "  Nabi said. "We need t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  B i b l e ' s  
message o f  s a l v a t i o n  t o  them i n  c l e a r  language. The Holy S p i r i t  t a k e s  i t  from there. ' '  
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