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PHOTO INFORMATION 

The news room s t a f f  p r o v i d e s  t h r e e  major  photo  s e r v i c e s :  

-- PHOTOS OF THE CONVENTION w i l l  be t aken ,  developed and p r i n t e d  by a 
professional s t a f f .  A list o f  pre - schedu led  photos  is p o s t e d  on t h e  bulletin 
board by t h e  p h o t o  e d i t o r ' s  desk.  Copies  of  t h e  photos w i l l  be p o s t e d  on t h i s  
b u l . l e t i n  board as t h e y  a r e  p r i n t e d .  

Please o r d e r  t h e  photos by number, ea r ly  i n  t h e  week, s o  we can fill your 
o r d e r s  efficiently. 

P l a c e  o r d e r s  w i t h  t h e  photo  e d i t o r .  

Cost :  $4 each. 

-- YOUR FILM can be  deve loped ,  and p r i n t s  can  be made from y o u r  n e g a t i v e s .  We 
deve lop  a t  ASA 400, 1600 and 3200 (T- ax film only, a t  t h i s  s p e e d ) .  We p r i n t  
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P l a c e  o r d e r s  a t  the photo  s a l e  boo th  i n  t h e  conven t ion  center. 

Cost :  $15. 
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HMB d i r e c t o r s  lament ' i nequ i t ab l e '  
CP budget,  ask change next  year  

By Mark Wingf i e l d  

ATLAWA (BP)--southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board d i r e c t o r s  ca l l ed  the  
convent ion 's  proposed 1989-90 Cooperative Program un i f i ed  budget " inequi table"  bu t  
dec l ined  t o  recommend changes t h a t  might be d i v i s i v e  dur ing  t h e i r  June meeting. 

A r epo r t  on t h e  Cooperative Program budget was approved by t h e  board's 
execut ive  committee. It was presented by Brad Allen of Duncan. Okla., chairman of 
an ad hoc committee appointed t o  d r a f t  a response t o  the 1989-90 budget proposed 
by t h e  SBC Executive Committee. 

The denominational budget must be approved by messengers t o  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention annual meeting i n  Las Vegas, Nev., June 13-15. The proposed 
1989-90 budget,  which j o i n t l y  funds two mission boards,  s i x  seminaries  and 11 
o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  agencies ,  would channel  nea r ly  $1 m i l l i o n  less t o  t h e  Atlanta-based 
HMB next  year  than  t h i s  year .  

''The proposed SBC Cooperative Program budget i s  inequ i t ab l e  t o  t h e  Home 
Mission Board," the  r e p o r t  s a id .  "However, t h e  subcommittee f e e l s  that t h e  
approach of b r ing ing  a s u b s t i t u t e  motion a t  t h e  convention i n  Las Vegas t o  c o r r e c t  
t h i s  i nequ i ty  would be counterproduct ive t o  t h e  Home Mission Board and i t s  work, 

A l l en  sa id  d i r e c t o r s  w i l l  ab ide  by t h e  SBC Executive Committee's dec i s ion  bu t  
w i l l  d r a f t  a l e t t e r  "pleading w i t h  them t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  inequi ty" in the next 
budget year .  

The Executive Committee, du r ing  i t s  February meeting, proposed a new 
approach t o  t h e  Cooperative Program bas ic  ope ra t ing  budget, moving from a goal- 
o r i e n t e d  budget t o  one based on performance. 

The 1989-90 budget c a l l s  f o r  a goal of $134.787.543 t h e  amount of a c t u a l  
r e c e i p t s  i n  t h e  l a s t  yea r  of record ,  1987-88. It r ep resen t s  a 2.05 percent  
decrease  f ran t h e  1988-89 b a s i c  ope ra t ing  budget of $137,610,000. 

In o the r  a c t i o n ,  board members e l ec t ed  Danny Moore of A t l an t a  as d i r e c t o r  of 
t h e  bus iness  s e r v i c e s ,  d i v i s i o n  r ep lac ing  Charles  Stewart,  who was e l e c t e d  
d i r e c t o r  of mission property.  Stewart rep laces  Charles  Elder ,  who w i l l  t ake  early 
r e t i r emen t .  

Moore is  a n a t i v e  of Dothan, Ma. ,  and worked 21 years  as a manager f o r  IBM. 

Pres ident  Larry Lewis r epo r t ed  on progress toward reducing t h e  c u r r e n t  HMB 
budget by $8.2 mi l l i on .  The reduct ions  a r e  due pr imar i ly  t o  a s h o r t f a l l  of .income 
from l a s t  y e a r ' s  Annie Armstrong E a s t e r  Offer ing  f o r  Home Missions and t h e  
a n t i c i p a t e d  decrease  i n  next  y e a r ' s  Cooperative Program funding, and absence of 
excess  r e se rve  funds that have supplemented its budget it recent years. 

Lewis said $5.9 m i l l i o n  has been cut from t h e  At l an ta  budget. Another 
$700,000 was cut by n e g o t i a t i n g  with state conventions t o  delete p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  
have been vacant  f o r  s eve ra l  yea r s ,  he ra id .  

Because the budget must s t i l l  be reduced by $1.6 mi l l i on ,  Lewis sa id .  " w e ' l l  
be taking a hard look a t  out work here in  Atlanta and i n  the states." 

--3 0-- 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Falwel l  News Conference a t  RNA 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 11 -- B a p t i s t  consema t ive  J e r r y  Fa lwel l  t o l d  r e l i g i o n  
newswri ters  Sunday he w i l l  d i s s o l v e  t h e  Moral Majori ty ,  a pol i t i ca l  lobby he founded 
10 yea r s  ago wi th  t h e  he lp  of former SBC Pres ident  Charles Stanley of Atlanta .  

A s  an aside. Falwell a l s o  announced t o  members of the Rel ig ion  Newswriters 
Assoc ia t ion  t h a t  he does n o t  in tend  t o  become a Southern Bap t i s t .  

The newswriters and Falwell a r e  in Las Vegas f o r  the  annual 'meeting of t h e  
Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. Fa lwe l l  w i l l  address  a gathering of Southern Bap t i s t  
e v a n g e l i s t s  Wednesday. 

When Falwell  agreed t o  a t t e n d  t h e  convention, rumors began t o  c i r c u l a t e  t h a t  
h i s  church, Thomas Road B a p t i s t  Church i n  Lynchburg. Va., might j o in  t h e  Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

"I have no i n t e n t i o n  of j o in ing  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Conventionstt Falwell  
s a id .  "1 would be of no va lue  t o  them. 

"We have our own school  t o  suppor t ,  our  own mission board t o  support ,  " he sa id .  
"I would j u s t  be one more pastor among thousands of pas tors .  

"The Southern B a p t i s t  Convention would be of no va lue  t o  our minis t ry .  There's 
no th ing  i n  the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention o r  i n  our minis t ry  t h a t  we cannot mutal ly  
enjoy,"  

Because of the in f luence  of t h e  Moral Majority,  Southern Bap t i s t  pas to r s  l i k e  
Stanley,  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church At l an ta ,  have gained c r e d i b i l i t y  as spokesmen on 
moral concerns. Fa lwel l  said. 

"Ten years  ago, people i n  our  camp were not w i l l i n g  t o  do anything but c a l l  
names when addressing people on t h e  o the r  s ide ,"  he explained, b u t  added t h a t  has  
changed as more pol ished spokesmen have emerged. 

"1 could name a l o t  of people I would not  h e s i t a t e  t o  ask t o  s i t  i n  f o r  me a t  
a func t ion .  I do it of ten ,"  he sa id .  T h e r e  used t o  be a time I wouldn't dare  l e t  
somebody go ( t o  Harvard o r  Yale) t o  represent  our cause." 

Fa lwel l  denied any direct link between t h e  rise of t h e  Moral M a j ~ r i t y  and t h e  
rise of the  conserva t ive  group t h a t  has changed t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of the Southern Bap t i s t  
Convention. 

. Both movements began i n  1979. With Falwel l ' s  announcement, l e a d e r s  of both have 
now s a i d  t h e i r  t a s k  is completed. 

be l i eve  we've accomplished everything we s e t  out t o  do," Fa lwel l  s a i d  of t h e  
Mora lMajo r i ty t s  i n f luence  on American p o l i t i c s .  In  a recent  in te rv iew w i t h B a p t i s t  
Press, cu r ren t  SBC pres iden t  J e r r y  Vines of Jacksonvi l le ,  Fla. ,  s a i d  he be l i eves  t h e  
t h e o l o g i c a l  c o n f l i c t  i n  the 14.7-mil l ion member denomination is also resolved.  

Fa lwel l  acknmeldged he has heard rumors that "Adrian Rogers. W.A. Criswell ,  
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Charles  Stanley. Jimmy Draper. J e r r y  Vines and Je r ry  Falwell  a l l  sat down and s a i d ,  
'Let ' s  t ake  over the Southern Baptist Convention.' 

"There's never  been such a meeting," he  i n s i s t e d .  "There's never been such 
phone c a l l s .  There 's  never  been such correspondence. 

" I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  i s  a s t r a t e g y , "  Falwell  sa id .  "Of course,  t h e r e ' s  Judge 
P r e s s l e r ,  t h e r e ' s  Paige Pa t t e r son ,  t h e r e  are these  gentlemen who a r e  very sawy  on 
t h e  r i g h t ,  as w e l l  as t h e r e  a r e  t hose  who a r e  savvy on t h e  l e f t .  

"But it d i d n ' t  happen because of some c l andes t ine  e f f o r t .  It happened simply 
because ph i lo soph ica l ly  t h e r e  was a moving t o  t h e  r igh t , "  he sa id .  - 

Falwell  said t h e  Moral Majori ty  would close i t s  Washington. D.C., off  i ce  a t  t h e  
end of t h i s  f i s c a l  year ,  August 31, e l imina t ing  about a dozen jobs, inc luding  t h a t  
of Southern B a p t i s t  J e r r y  Nimms,  p res ident  of Moral Majority.  

I n  reviewing t h e  10-year h i s t o r y  of t h e  organiza t ion ,  Fa lwel l  claimed c r e d i t  
f o r  sending Ronald Reagan and George Bush t o  t h e  White House by coa lesc ing  
conse rva t ive  w a n g e l i c a l s  i n t o  a "strong p o l i t i c a l  force." 

He s a i d  Moral Majori ty  "marshalled thousands of vo ters"  t o  address  moral 
concerns t h a t  have become known as t h e  agenda of t h e  Rel igious Right.  

Over t he  10-year span, Moral Majority raised $69 mi l l ion .  he eaid, Another 
i n d i c a t i o n  of its in f luence  was t h e  3 m i l l i o n  c a l l s  'tloral Majori ty  adherents  
d i r e c t e d  t o  Congress i n  p r o t e s t  of one con t rove r s i a l  piece of l e g i s l a t i o n .  

"Now t h e  mindset of t h e  country is  t h a t  ac t iv i sm is everybody's job," Fa lwel l  
explained. "The mindset of t h i s  country has changed." 

Conservative evange l i ca l s  a r e  no longer  "on t h e  outs ide  screaming t o  ge t  i n n  
as they  were 10 years ago, he s a i d .  

Despi te  ending t h e  formal organizat ion.  t h e  work of Morel Majori ty  w i l l  "go on 
forever.' ' Fa lwel l  s a id .  'The p a s t o r s  who are movitated will go on. I will continue 
t o  speak on moral issues."  

Fa lwel l  s a i d  d i s s o l u t i o n  of the Moral Majori ty  w i l l  have little effect on his 
schedule,  s i n c e  he r e l inqu i shed  d a i l y  cont ro l  of t h e  group two years  ago. He a l s o  
r e i t e r a t e d  p l ans  t o  focus more on t h e  minis t ry  of h i s  l o c a l  church and on Libe r ty  
Univers i ty ,  which he founded. 

"I 've never had any misconception about who I am," he sa id .  "I 've never f e l t  
I was c a l l e d  t o  p o l i t i c s .  I'm planning t o  spend t h e  rest of my yea r s  pas tor ing  t h a t  
church and l ead ing  t h a t  un ivers i ty ."  

Fa lwel l  s a i d  C a l i f o r n i a  psychologist  and r a d i o  pe r sona l i t y  James Dobson i s  t h e  
" r i s i n g  s t a r w  t o  marshal l  evange l i ca l s  i n  t h e  way Moral Majori ty  has i n  t h e  pas t .  

.: --3 0-- 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Women in Ministry Conference 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 11--Southern Baptist women were encouraged at a two-day 
meeting here to be people of destiny and faith. 

A t  the opening session of Southern Baptist Women in Ministry, Catherine Allen, 
of Birmingham, Ala., told a group of more than.lOO people at Alexis Park Resort they 
must share the gospel with a hurting humanity, despite opposition in their roles as 
ministers. 

"If you can help bring the joys of Jesus Christ to all the people of the world, 
starting right here in this city, among this people and this convention, you will have 
performed a great service," she said. "And then going forth from this meeting, if your 
strength can help untie the ropes of a limited gospel that will bind women to the pews, 
then you will have performed your mission," 

History shows that the cause and methods of missions have been advanced through 
the determined efforts of women, said Allen, associate executive director of Women's 
Missionary Union, auxiliary of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

"Women do shape Baptist history," she added, "Our handprints are indelibly 
impressed on the best and most beautiful features of Southern Baptist life today." 

Women continue to make history through ministry, Allen pointed out. "Somewhere in 
this (annual meeting), between indulgence and insult, some women will make a definite 
contribution to progress in the Southern Baptist Convention." 

As ministers who desire to impact history through the spread of the gospel, Allen 
noted several factors women should consider. 

"First, we are dealing with a far-away destiny," she said. "We must acknowledge and 
be realistic about the fact that the full bloom of Christian womanhood can be seen only 
at a great distance. 

"If a woman in ministry today must see a clear path to a definite place of service 
and affirmation in order to believe ~od's call, she'll never make it. But when a woman's 
belief gets her eyes to see the Invisible possibilities of the future, she will find a 
way to get there. Believing means that you see the far-away goals set by God and make 
tomorrow's decisions today." 

Secondly, women in ministry positions must be prepared to face nearby opposition, 
ahe said. "AS a woman seeking to fulfill a call to minta try ,  you will be opposed. If 
you are nor opposed, you're not trying hard enough!" 

In pure Baptist polity, Allen said, ministry is  a ward and a role that belongs 
to everybody. . - 

"But there is among us an impure Baptist polity polluted by a wet blanket of 
gender discrimination laid over the command of Christ to preach the gospel to every 
creature. 

"Aspire to be whatever God calls you to be, see i t  through f a i t h  and embrace 
the opposition ,I1 she said. 

Another important fact r for women in ministry to remember is "we are pressing 
toward a higher calling," Allen continued. "There is very little joy in limiting y ur 
life to the expectations and demands of peers and authority figures. Let God set the 
direction of your life; let needy people set your daily agenda, and you will soon find 
more power than you can use. 
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"Faith helps us believe that right makes might. Faith reminds us that God can 
use the weak things of this world to 4confound those who think they are mighty." 

Women must also take up a wider responsibility for those around them, overcome 
the inner drive for self preservation, and have a deeper atability within the 
convention, Allen said. 

It Southern Baptists cannot afford to keep exporting our leadership of women into 
other denominations and into secularism. And to contemporary women such as yourselves 
who might be contemplating such a shift, I will say you cannot afford to be exported, 
because God called you in this denomination and I seriously doubt that it would be in 
God's plan and wisdom for you to leave such a desperately needy field." 

Temptations abound for women in ministry positions to "desert their heritage and 
disassociate from the unpleasantness," she said, "but victory is going to belong to 
those who endure the longest. 

"Even a minority is a might force to be reckoned with if it is present, visible 
and in the way," she added. "God will give an inner reward to those who keep on 
seeking the far-away promises. ... Women of destiny and faith, lead us on!" 

During a business session, Women in Hinietry members welcomed new officers and 
elected new steering committee members, adopted a motion, and heard a report on 
recommendations from their steering committee. 

Officers, elected prior to the meeting by the group's steering committee, will 
serve through the coming year. They are Betty Winstead McGary, minister to adults, 
South Main Baptist Church, Houston, Texas, president; Nancy Furgerson Cole, minister 
of music, Hanley Road Baptist Church, St. Louis, Mo., vice president; Donna Charlton- 
Starkes, associate pastor, Tropicana Christian Fellowship, Gas Vegas, treasurer; 
Carol Causey, training designer, WMU, Birmingham, recorder; Carolyn Cole Bucy, minister 
of youth, Lake Shore Baptist Church, Waco, Texas, program chairman; and Sheila Black, 
director of church and community ministries, Mecklenburg Baptist Association, 
Charlotte, N.C., membership chairman. 

The women adopted a motion instructing their steering committee to appoint a 
"project committee" which would explore ways to promote the inclusion of women in 
seminary curriculum. 

President McGary presented a report on several recommendations of the steering 
committee that Women in Ministry members will consider at their June 1990 meeting in 
New Orleans, La. The steering commitee recommended that: 

--The Center for Women in Ministry in Louisville, Ky., will become the Center for 
Southern Baptist Women in Ministry and the organization will govern all the operations of 
the center, having a fiscal relationship with one tax-emept status. 

--The office of president-elect will be added to the steering committee. 

--Steering committee members will serve for four years, instead of the current 
one-year term. 

Newly-elected steering eommittee,members include E. Ruth Fowler of Staten Island, 
N.Y.; Roger A. Paynter of Waco; Christine Rowland of Dallas, Texas; M. Sue Skinner of 
Oakland, Calif.; and Pamela Tanner and Edgar Tanner, both of Sugar Land, Texas. 

Women in Ministry members concluded their annual meeting with a Sunday morning 
worship service when leaders inspired the group to consider each person's life a 
"tapestry of faith1'--a compilation of gifts to be shared and used for ~od's glory. 

--3o-- 

Brenda J. Sanders--3:lO p.m. Sunday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Door-to-door wi tness  

LAS V E ~ A S ,  Nev. June 10 -- B i l l  Wilkinson s a t  on t h e  curb of a s t r e e t  i n  
southwest Las Vegas Saturday s ipp ing  on a cold drink. 

l11t1s a c i t y  t h a t ' s  open t o  t h e  gospel ." s a i d  Wilkinson. summing up h i s  two days 
of survey work. 111 wouldn't c l a s s i f y  it as a !sin c i t y ' .  They're just l i k e  people 
a l l  over the  world who need t h e  Lord. They're j u s t  everyday people," added t h e  
member of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church Hendersonville,  N.C. 

Those "everyday people" were t h e  t a r g e t  of Wilkinson and 1,800 o the r  Southern 
B a p t i s t s  who canvassed neighborhoods, a t tempting t o  survey 100,000 homes i n  t h e  Las 
Vegas Valley. 

"This has been a g r e a t  opportuni ty f o r  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  do something 
p o s i t i v e  i n  t h i s  c i t y ,  l' Wilkinson sa id .  "People had been expect ing us." 

"I heard about you coming l a s t  n ight  on t e l ev i s ion , "  one r e s iden t  t o l d  Lynel le  
and Gary Cobb of L e a c l a i r  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Memphis, Tenn. nAnd now here  you a r e ,  
s t and ing  i n  my k i tchen ."  

That type of recogni t ion  i s  what t h e  l o c a l  a s soc i a t ion  of B a p t i s t  churches and 
organizers  of t he  campaign a t  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission Board i n  At lan ta ,  
Ga,, had hoped t o  ge t .  

"One goal of t h i s  i s  t h a t  people a r e  going t o  know who Southern B a p t i s t s  a re , "  
s a i d  B i l l  Underwood, pas to r  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of Las Vegas. 'We're not  t r y i n g  
t o  c l o s e  down the Strip o r  anything. We j u s t  want t o  t e l l  people t h a t  Jesus cares. 
We1re no t  t r y i n g  t o  high-pressure anyone i n t o  a decision." 

While t h e  presence of hundreds of Baptists i n  t h e i r  neighborhoods was new t o  
Las Vegas r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e i r  v i s i t s  were expected. Media coverage p r i o r  t o  t he  
campaign paved t h e  way f o r  t h e  surveyors.  

But t h e  i rony  of Southern B a p t i s t s  knocking on doors i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  gambling 
c a p i t a l  d i d n ' t  seem t o  bother  t h e  hea r ty  witnesses ,  

B a t t l i n g  95-degree temperatures  and unanswered doors, t h e  volunteers  were 
r e l e n t n e s s  i n  t h e i r  t a sk .  Clad i n  sneakers  and T-sh i r t s  bear ing  slogans such a s  
l lJesus Said Go T e l l , "  t h e  wi tnesses  worked i n  teams of two. 

I n  what S tan ley  Clark c a l l e d  a "Herculean e f f o r t , "  t he  teams h i t  t h e  s t r e e t s  
armed with  maps and address labels. Clark and his wife Beverly a r e  Mission Service 
Corps volunteer  from Ohio who have coordinated the work s i n c e  January. 

The vo lun tee r s  used an eight-quest ion survey and t r a c t s  t i t l e d  nEternal  Li fe , "  
w r i t t e n  j u s t  f o r  wi tness ing  e f f o r t ,  

"The wording of t h e  t r a c t  i s  really good," said Dot t i e  P i c h r d .  "It asks t h e  
r i g h t  quest ions.  

Pickard and her  husband David a r e  members of Victory i n  J e s u s  Bap t i s t  Church 
i n  Duluth, Ga. Along w i t h  Wilkinson, t h e  t r i o  knocked on 110 doors Friday and 
Saturday. Pickard s a i d  s h e  found t h e  people "very recept iven  and many i n v i t e d  t h e  
group i n t o  t h e i r  homes. 

The Pickards and Wilkinson were p a r t  of a team which t a r g e t e d  southwest Las 
Vegas, l ay ing  groundwork f o r  a new mission of Firet Baptist  Church. Eric Grif f in ,  
a r ecen t  seminary graduate  and t h e  mission's pastor, directed t h e  survey work i n  t h a t  
p a r t  of the c i t y .  
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"What we're doing i s n ' t  anything we haven't done before,"  Clnrk sa id .  . l tI t ts  
just more concentrated because we have more people." 

Clark and Howard Ramsey, d i r e c t o r  of personal  evangelism a t  t h e  Home Mission 
Board, told the vo lun tee r s  not t o  "badger" r e s i d e n t s .  

ItThis i s  a 24-hour town," Ramsey s a i d  during a t r a i n i n g  se s s ion  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
v i s i t s .  'We don' t  want t o  argue wi th  anyone," Clark added. 

The volunteers  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  knock on each door only once. I f  no one 
answered, they went t o  the next house, Ramsey said. 

Bill Harris, a worker from Augusta, Ga., wasn't  able t o  join the teems on t h e  
s t r e e t  because of a h e a r t  problem. Ins tead ,  Harris used a telephone. " I ' m  still 
having people accept  Chr i s t , "  he said. 

"To me, i t ' s  e ~ s e n t i a l , ' ~  s a i d  Peggy Matthew, a volunteer  from Crown Poin t  
B a p t i s t  Church i n  Jacksonville, Fla. "The time i s  growing short .  We need t o  be 
s h a r i n g  Je sus  wi th  these  people r a t h e r  than being concerned wi th  winning money 
gambling." 

--3 0-- 

By Sco t t  Collins--2:35 p.m. Sunday " 
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Pressler-Hastey Debate a t  RNA 

LAS VEGAS, Nev.. June 10 -- I n  a debate  before  t h e  Rel ig ion  Newswriters 
Associat ion,  two Southern Bap t i s t  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  agreed Saturday t h e r e  a r e  problems 
wi th  Bap t i s t  Press  bu t  disagreed over  t he  d i r e c t i o n  t h e  denominational news se rv i ce  
i s  headed. 

P a u l  P r e s s l e r , a  Houston appea ls  cou r t  judge and member of t h e  SBC Executive 
Committee which oversees B a p t i s t  P re s s ,  c lashed wi th  Stan Hastey, execut ive  d i r e c t o r  
of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Al l iance  and former chief  of the  news s e r v i c e ' s  Washington, 
D.C., bureau. 

P r e s s l e r  c i t e d  a l i t a n y  of examples of what he c l a s s i f i e d  a s  Bap t i s t  Press  
wrongdoings but concluded t h a t  the news service i s  improving. Hastey l i s t e d  examples 
of ways he f e l t  Baptist Press showed r e s t r a i n t  in 10 years of denominational 
c o n f l i c t ,  while contending the  news se rv i ce  is  headed toward becoming a "public 
r e l a t i o n s  machine." 

The format of t h e  debate  allowed each man t o  speak f o r  20 minutes, followed by 
a question-and-answer time. The most i n t ense  exchange occurred dur ing  quest ioning 
when P r e s s l e r  r e i t e r a t e d  his opinion t h a t  Bap t i s t  Press  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  pas t  have 
been t a i n t e d  by the  personal  convic t ions  ,of wr i t e r s .  

P r e s s l e r  d i s t r i b u t e d  87 pages of documentation of what he c a l l e d  f a c t u a l  e r r o r s  
and biases t h a t  have colored pas t  B a p t i s t  Press  s t o r i e s  and o the r  a r t i c l e s  by news 
s e r v i c e  w r i t e r s .  

Among those examples was an e d i t o r i a l  column t i t l e d  I'SBC Fundamentalists on t h e  
Marchtt which Hastey wrote f o r  The Chr i s t i an  Century in 1986, while s t i l l  a 
denominational employee. Although t h e  a r t i c l e  was not  d i s t r i b u t e d  by Bap t i s t  Press ,  
P r e s s l e r  s a i d  it i l l u s t r a t e d  the under ly ing  presupposi t ions Hastey had brought t o  
h i s  denominational job. 

Hastey sa id  P r e s s l e r  f a i l e d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between news w r i t i n g  and e d i t o r i a l  
w r i t i n g  i n  making t h a t  accusa t ion .  

"That I s  no t  t h e  po in t  I w a s  making," P r e s s l e r  r ep l i ed .  "The poin t  was t h a t  the 
presuppos i t ions  and the  frame of re ference  and the a t t i t u d e  of t h e  person wr i t i ng  
w i l l  f requent ly  co lo r  h i s  wri t ing."  

Hastey responded: "Would you g ran t  me t h e  r i g h t  t o  be prejudiced now t h a t  I 'rn 
off  t he  denominational payro l l?  " 

"Yes." P r e s s l e r  r ep l i ed .  "But I th ink  the f a c t  t h a t  you are nuw head of t h e  
Southern Bap t i s t  A l l i ance  shows the frame of re ference  from which you were ope ra t ing  
when you were w r i t i n g  f o r  B a p t i s t  Press." 

"I was e n t i t l e d  as a BP w r i t e r  -- as a Bap t i s t  -- t o  have an opinion too." 
Hastey countered. "~enomina t iona l  employees do no t  f o r f e i t  t h e  pr iesthood of t h e  
b e l i e v e r .  They do n o t  f o r f e i t  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  simply because they ' r e  on the 
payro l l  . I1 

P r e s s l e r  responded: "1 agree with  you. But some people wonder why sometimes 
t h e  B a p t i s t  Press r e f l e c t s  more i n  favor of one s i d e  than t h e  o the r .  I th ink  t h e  
p r e d i l e c t i o n s  of those writing is  f requent ly  t h e  explanation.'' 

P r e s s l e r  s a i d  t h a t  as a judge he excuses himself from hear ing  cases  where he 
might be biased by a p e r s  nal i n t e r e s t .  

--more-- 
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Likewise. t l ie p r e s s  ought t o  be f r e e  of b i a s ,  he added, s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  purpose 
of t h e  press  i s  t o  I tdel iver  f a c t s  i n  an unbiased way s o  .people can make up t h e i r  
minds about what t h e  t r u t h  is." 

Both Hastey and P r e s s l e r  agreed t h e  BP system faces  p o t e n t i a l  b i a s  i n  t h i s  
regard  because denominational employees w r i t e  about the a c t i o n s  of t h e i r  own 
agencies  . 

As an example, P r e s s l e r  c i t e d  a late-1970s controverEy over Bap t i s t  Sunday 
School Board employee Don Burne t t .  I n  t h a t  e i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  Nashvi l le  bureau of 
B a p t i s t  Press  a t  t h e  Sunday School Board f a i l e d  t o  t e l l  all t h e  f a c t o  about a lawsui t  
involv ing  Burne t t ,  he s a id .  

Hastey countered t h a t  B a p t i s t  Press  genera l ly  maintained c r e d i b i l i t y  using 
agency-paid w r i t e r s  u n t i l  those  agencies  began t o  be con t ro l l ed  by more conserva t ive  
t r u s t e e s  and p re s iden t s .  

He s a i d  Baptist Pres s  determined from i ts  beginning t o  " t e l l  t h e  Southern 
Bap t i s t  s t o r y  and t e l l  it s t r a i g h t ,  good news and bad. 

"Until  a few years ago. B a p t i s t  Press always could r e l y  on t h e  Executive 
Committee itself f o r  the  necessary  p ro t ec t ion  any news organiza t ion  must enjoy t o  
preserve  j o u r n a l i s t i c  i n t e g r i t y . "  Hastey sa id .  "Over the  course of t h e  l a s t  decade, 
t h i s  p ro t ec t ive  i n s u l a t i o n  has  been subjec ted  t o  h igher  and higher  temperatures both  
by denominational execut ives  and t h e  Executive Committee i t s e l f .  

"The scorching  Bap t i s t  Press writers and e d i t o r s  have been tak ing .  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
over  t h e  pas t  half-dozen years ,  some day w i l l  y i e l d  i n e v i t a b l y  what its s e v e r e s t  
c r i t i c s  want: a p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  machine rather than a l e g i t i m a t e  news service."  

Hastey s a i d  t h e  Executive Committee's own meetings have become t h e  most 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  cover.  Only the  body's plenary se s s ions  a r e  "on t h e  r e ~ o r d . ~  He s a i d  
t h e  most subs t an t ive  debate  occurs  i n  subcommittee meetings which a r e  covered on 
"background onlytt  r u l e s ,  meaning r e p o r t e r s  cannot a t t r i b u t e  quotes. 

"It i s  i n  these meetings t h a t  Judge P r e s s l e r  has worked t h e  system t o  his f u l l  
advantage, l e v e l i n g  a v a r i e t y  of l a r g e l y  unfounded charges agai.nst h i s  f a v o r i t e  
t a r g e t s ,  i nc lud ing  B a p t i s t  Press .  a l l  under t h e  cover of a rule t h a t  prevents  
r e p o r t e r s  from quoting o r  even i d e n t i f y i n g  him." 

Hastey s a i d  s t a t e  Baptist e d i t o r s  and t h e  RNA ehould have chal lenged t h i s  
procedure long ago. 

"Judge P r e s s l e r ' s  game i s  q u i t e  simply in t imida t ion ,"  he sa id .  adding t h a t  
Pressler has issued "constant t h r e a t s "  t o  B a p t i s t  Press  r e p o r t e r s  and e d i t o r s .  
i nc lud ing  f i r i n g .  

"Despite t h i s  cons tan t  harassment, Baptist  P re s s  personnel have maintained 
remarkable profess iona l i sm in cont inuing  t o  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  of the SBC c o n f l i c t , "  
Hastey sa id .  

wBap t i s t  Press hast gone out of i ts  way not t o  exacerbate t h e  growing r i f t  
between the two s i d e s  i n  the  c o n f l i c t , "  he said, c i t i n g  four  examples, inc luding  t h e  
f 01 lowing: 

-- That B a p t i s t  P re s s  has never reported on " t i e s  t o  extremist p o l i t i c a l  
o rgan iza t ions  by P r e e s l e r  and Paige Pa t te rson ,  president of the  Criswell  Center f o r  
B i b l i c a l  S tudies  i n  Dallas. 

-- That: Baptist Press has "repeatedly given ground" i n  deba te  over  what l a b e l s  
t o  u se  f o r  t h e  two sides i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t  and finally "gave in" t o  Judge P res s l e r .  

--more-- 
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"Outright c o n t r o l  of B a p t i s t  Press has been and remains one of Judge P r e s s l e r l s  
h ighes t  p r i o r i t i e s , "  Hastey concluded. "He knows, a s  do a l l  those  who work f o r  
B a p t i s t  Press. t h a t  such con t ro l  very  well might be t h e  most va luab le  s p o i l s  i n  the 
w a r  over t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention." 

Hastey spoke from a six-page manuscript. P r e s s l e r  'came t o  t h e  podium wi th  a 
three- inch thick f i l e  f o l d e r  of information. Throughout P r e s s l e r ' s  p re sen ta t ion ,  
h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  roamed t h e  room handing out  documentation of h i s  charges a g a i n s t  
B a p t i s t  Press. 

P r e s s l e r  c i t e d  a t  l e a s t  14 inc iden t s ,  including:  

-- Writ ten  s ta tements  by former Baptist  Press  d i r e c t o r  W.C. F i e l d s  calling 
P r e s s l e r  and o t h e r s  "a d i s s i d e n t  group of fundamental is ts ."  

-- Recent coverage of g iv ing  t o  t h e  Cooperative Program, t h e  denomination's 
u n i f i e d  budget. P r e s s l e r  read s e v e r a l  headl ines  and noted, " A l l  of t hese  are bad 
head l ines .  

H e  a s s e r t e d  that t h e  Cooperative Program has done b e t t e r  i n  recent months than  
B a p t i s t  Press  r e p o r t s  would lead r e a d e r s  t o  be l ieve .  'When you have a b i g  inc rease ,  
it s played down, " he sa id .  

P r e s s l e r  charged t h a t  Cooperative Program r e p o r t s  were downplayed t o  undermine 
the l e ade r sh ip  of c u r r e n t  SBC Pres ident  Jerry Vines of Jacksonvi l le .  Fla .  

-- T h a t  B a p t i s t  Press r epo r t ed  ex tens ive  d e t a i l s  about t h e  personal f inances  
of layman Lee Roberts,  who has  been a c r i t i c  of Georgia's Mercer Universi ty ,  bu t  
wai ted  t h r e e  months t o  xeport  on f i n a n c i a l  t r o u b l e s  a t  Mercer. 

P r e s s l e t  c a l l e d  on B a p t i s t  P re s s  t o  admit e r r o r s ,  apologize when mistakes a r e  
d iscovered ,  and t o  r ep re sen t  a l l  Southern B a p t i s t s  l lpos i t ive ly  and f a i r l y . "  

When asked i f  he wanted t o  purge c u r r e n t  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  B a p t i s t  Press ,  Pressler 
r ep l i ed :  "I don1 t want t o  s e e  (Bap t i s t  Press d i r e c t o r )  A1 Shackleford f i r e d .  I want 
Al Shackleford t o  be f a i r  and t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  side." 

AS. a joke, P r e s s l e r  gave RNA members br ight  red and wh i t e  bumper stickers 
proclai'ming: "Don't Believe t h e  L i b e r a l  Media." -- 30 -- 
By Mark Wingfield -- 2:05 Sunday 
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WMU Executive Board 

LAS VEGAS. Nev. June 10--The execut ive board of Southern Bap t i s t  Woman's 
Missionary Union approved a record  budget Saturday and s e t  upcoming n a t i o n a l  home 
and fore ign  mission offering goals. 

But  one a c t i o n  t h a t  was no t i ceab ly  absent was t h e  naming of a na t iona l  WMU 
execut ive  director t o  succeed Carolyn Weatherford, who will r e t i r e  Sept ,  1 and 
marry Cinc inna t i  pas to r  Joe Crumpler. 

Even though t h e  search  committee had hoped t o  make an announcement by this 
meeting, Marjor ie  McCullough, n a t i o n a l  WMU pres iden t ,  s a i d  t h e  committee did no t  
want t o  be rushed as they  make t h i s  decis ion.  There is  no pro jec ted  announcement 
d a t e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  she s a i d ,  

The board adopted a record budget of $11,450.568 f o r  1989-90. The new 
budget r ep re sen t s  a 3.7 percent  i nc rease  from t h e  cu r r en t  y e a r ' s  budget of $11.1 
mi l l i on .  

Board members alno voted to increase the goal of t h e  1989 L o t t i e  Moon 
Christmas Offer ing  f o r  Foreign Missions from $76.5 m i l l i o n  t o  $81 mi l l ion .  The 
dec i s ion  t o  i nc rease  t h e  goal  stemmed from t h e  recent  announcement t h a t  $78.7 
m i l l i o n  had been rece ived  f o r  t h e  1988 L o t t i e  Moon Christmas Offer ing ,  

Although t h e  1988 o f f e r i n g  r e c e i p t s  f e l l  s h o r t  of t h e  $84 million goal ,  t h e  
figure does r ep re sen t  a 12.7 percent  increase  over t h e  1987 of fe r ing .  

The board also s e t  o f f e r i n g  goa ls  f o r  1990. The L o t t i e  Moon Christmas 
Offer ing  goal i s  $86 m i l l i o n ,  and t h e  goal f o r  t h e  Annie Armstrong Eas te r  
Offering f o r  Home Missions i s  $41 mi l l ion .  

A new pub l i ca t ion  was introduced during t h e  meeting. nMagazettelf will be 
published by WMU f o r  t h e  Southern Baptist Mini s t e r ' s  Wives organizat ion.  

--3 0-- 
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Saturday ,  June 10 
Door-to-door witnessing.  
Campers on Mission doing church cons t ruc t ion .  
wHsrels  Hopen simultaneous r ev iva l .  

Sunday, June 11 
Women i n  Minis t ry  o f f i c e r s .  
SBC messengers on The S t r i p  o r  Fremont S t r e e t .  
D i r e c t o r s  o f  missions1 o f f i c e r s .  
Hispanic "Here's Hopew Rally of  Celebrat ion.  
Reg i s t r a t i on .  
C r e d e n t i a l s  Committee. 
SBC Newsroom. 

Monday, June 12 
Carolyn Weatherford a t  Womanvs Missionary Union. 
Re l ig ious  educa t ion  o f f i c e r s .  
Church music o f f i c e r s .  
Forum s t e e r i n g  committee. 
Peace ft l lowahip luncheon. 
Campus minis  ters? o f f i c e r s .  
Black B a p t i s t  fellowship. 
P a s t o r s  Conference o f f i c e r s .  

Tuesday, June 13 
Crowd f e a t u r e ,  indoors.  
Crowd f e a t u r e  , outdoors. 
Convention photo with "Las Vegaa ?8gn overburn 
Convention photo without overburn. 
Gray Al l i son ,  theme i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
J e r r y  Vines,  P re s iden t ' s  Address. 
Min i s t e r s1  Wives1 o f f i c e r s .  
Messengers e a t i n g  lunch, 
BTN coverage of convention. 
Exhib i t  h a l l  fea ture .  
Messengers v o t i n g  with b a l l o t s .  
Messengers a t  microphones. 
Evange l i s t sv  o f f i c e r s .  
P r e s i d e n t ' s  p r e s s  conference. 
President and f a m i l y h i f e .  
Bobby Boyles,  theme I n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
Fore ign  mi s s ions  repor t .  

Wednesday, June 14 
Child care .  
New SBC o f f i c e r s  
Congregat ional  ainging. 
Morris Chapman, Convention Sermon. 
J e r r y  Falwell a t  evange l i s t s1  meeting. 
Arthur  Blessitt, messengers on The St r ip .  
Bo Whit tington, theme i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
Home miss ions  r epo r t .  

- - Thursday, June 15 
Charles Stanley, sermon. 
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Saturday neighborhood v i s i t a t i o n  

(LAS VEGAS, ) Nev., June 10--As temperatures hovered i n  t h e  mid-nineties. 
almost 2,000 Southern B a p t i s t s  knocked on doors throughout Las Vegas, r e g i s t e r i n g  
more than  350 p ro fe s s ions  of f a i t h  i n  t h e  denomination's l a r g e s t  one-day 
wi tness ing  e f f o r t .  

Prel iminary r e p o r t s  revealed team members a l s o  recorded a l i k e  number of 
o t h e r  s p i r i t u a l  dec i s ions ,  r epo r t ed  Howard Ramsey. d i r e c t o r  of personal  
evangelism f o r  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board, At lan ta .  

The event followed on t h e  h e e l s  of a week of s ta tewide  r e v i v a l s  which saw 
t h e  premiere of m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  w i l l  be used i n  next yea r ' s  nHere's Hope" n a t i o n a l  
simultaneous r e v i v a l s  sponsored by the  mission board. 

Resu l t s  from t h e  Nevada r e v i v a l s  a r e  slow i n  being repor ted  and w i l l  be  
re leasdd  a s  soon as they are compiled. s a i d  Richard Har r i s  d i r e c t o r  of mass 
evangelism f o r  t h e  mission board. 

Names of n e w  converts, as w e l l  as i nd iv idua l s  looking f o r  a loca l  church, 
w i l l  be given to local Southern Bapt i s t  congregations. Many of the individuals 
a r e e x p e c t e d t o  become t h e  nucleus of ~ o m e  of t h e  25 new churches t o  be started 
this year by t h e  Nevada B a p t i s t  Convention, Har r i s  sa id .  

The new church s t a r t s ,  being coordinated by t h e  s t a t e  convention and t h e  
mission board, d o v e t a i l  w i th  t h e  d e n m i m t i o n 1 s  goal of having 50,000 churches 
and church-type missions by t h e  year 2000--an inc rease  from 37,600 i n  1989. 

During t h i s  y e a r ' s  convent ion sess ions ,  mission board and Nevada Bap t i s t  
o f f i c i a l s  a r e  expected t o  announce the  launching of 15 of those new 
congregat ions.  

About 1.800 ind iv idua l s  from 38 s t a t e s  and the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  massive door-to-door evange l i s t i c  t h r u s t ,  Ramsey s a i d .  

Though Sa tu rday l s  e f f o r t  was the climax t o  s i x  months of l o c a l  planning. 
t e s t  v i s i t s  were begun e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  week by indiv idua ls  who a r r i v e d  ear ly  f o r  
t h e  convention. 

Texas f i e l d e d  the most p a r t i c i p a n t s  wi th  178. while  Georgia was represented 
by 158 and North Caro l ina  by 117.Hawaii.  the most d i s t a n t  s tate.  r e g i s t e r e d  32 
ind iv idua l s  w i t h  t h e  mission board,  which coordinated t h e  e f f o r t s .  

I n  e t h n i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  a group f r m  seve ra l  states represent ing  t h e  
Hispanic B a p t i s t  Pastors Conference made v i s i t s  i n  the l a r g e l y  Hispanic s e c t i o n  
of Las Vegas. 

Stan Clark. Mission Service Corps volunteer  from Toledo, Ohio, s a i d  n e a r l y  
100,000 of t h e  c i t y l s  160,000 households were contacted during t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  
e f f o r t .  Clark and h i s  wife .  Beverly have spearheaded the  event: locally s i n c e  
January. 

The s a t u r a t i o n  v i s i t a t i o n  was l imi ted  t o  Las Vegas-area neighborhoods and 
avoided touris t  areas on the "St r ipw k n o q  f o r  i t s  e l abora t e  casinos.  

Though local ordinances r e s t r i c t  any s o l i c i t a t i o n  inside t h e  establ ishments .  
Ramsey s a i d  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t i c  effort purposeful ly av ided the sidewalks t o  
concen t r a t e  on the neighborhoods. 

--more-- 
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'We are trying t o  reach the residents of Las Vegas and direct: any 
unchurched individuals t o  loca l  Southern Baptist congregations. We want t o  meet 
the people where they l i v e ,  away from the pressure of the workplace, and show 
them we care about them and want them to know Jesus Christ," Ramsey explained. 

Revivals i n  90 of Nevada's 120 Southern * B a p t i s t  churches and missions, 
preceded the v i s i t a t i o n  e f f o r t ,  Harris explained. The mission board partially 
sponsored 3 2  ful l t ime evangelists  to help conduct the revivals ,  while pastors 
and lay people from around the country f i l l e d  the remaining pulpits .  

--3 0-- 
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Woman's Missionary Union Sunday Afternoon 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 11--Southern Baptists' oldest and foremost missions 
support force, Woman's Missionary Union, began their annual two-day convention 
Sunday with a stirring reminder that Baptists will do missions according to the 
way they support the Cooperative Program. 

The Cooperative Program, Southern Baptists' system of financial support for 
state, home and foreign missions, was the focus of a panel featuring executive 
directors of the Arizona, California, and Nevada Baptist Conventions. 

After telling how missions in Arizona have grown to encompass 126,000 members 
in 354 churches and missions, Executive Director Jack B. Johnson urged the women to 
"remind them (Southern Baptists) all of this is accomplished through the Cooperative 
Program. 

11 Unless a church supports the Cooperative Program, it's not going to cooperate 
with the Great Commission (Christ's command to his disciples to evangelize the earth)," 
Johnson said. 

California Baptist Executive Director C. 0 .  Hogue of Fresno, told WMU, "It's 
absolutely imperative you continue with missions education. Without Annie Armstrong 
(one of the special offerings for home, state and foreign missions) our state would be 
in real difficulty .I1 

Nevada Baptist Executive Director Ernest B. Myers of Reno said cooperative 
missions support has helped Baptists in Nevada to grow to 22,000 members in 147 churches 
and missions since the first Southern Baptist church was started in the state in 1948. 

The national WMU president, Marjorie J.  McCullough of Alexandria, La., began 
the missions emphasis by noting that the gavel she was using "is the Luther Rice gavel'' 
and 1989 marks the 175th anniversary of Baptists in America organized for missions. 

She said the gavel was made from wood of the meeting house that stood near the 
Saluda, S.C., burial site of Luther Rice, the pioneer Baptist missionary who Inspired 
Baptist women of the South to join together in support of missions. 

David F. Meacham of Las Vegas, director of missions for the Southern Nevada 
Baptist':Association, told the women that the Southern Baptist Convention coming to 
Nevada $as already given a great boost to Baptist mission work in his area. 

He praised the efforts of about 1,800 volunteers from across the country who shared 
Christ's gospel door-to-door in Las Vegas on Saturday. 

A missions partnership between Louisiana and Nevada Baptists was the subject of a 
panel discussion featuring Linda Johnston of Reno, president of Nevada p om an's Hissionary 
Union; Cindy Still of Reno, executive director of Nevada WMU; Beverly 0'~eagan of New 
Orleans, president of Louisiana WMU, and Nelda S e a l  of Alexandria, executive director of 
Louisiana WMO. 

Nancy Curtis of Cary, N.C., executive director of North Carolina W, gave a 
testimony of sharing Christ with a despondent young woman whom she stopped to help after 
the young woman had car trouble. 

She urged the women to be bold in sharing their faith. 

"There's a little risk in ministry and witness," she said, "but the risk even 
strengthens the testimony. 

"Witness must be lived out, it must demonatrate H i s  (~hrist's) love and concern 
through our care and concern." 

I 

By Orville Scott -- 6:25 p.m. Sunday 10 
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B a p t i s t s  Committed News Conference 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 11 -- The ,conservative takeover of the Southern Bap t i s t  
Convention is a movement out of c o n t r o l ,  a southern Bapt i s t  "centr is t1 '  contended 
Sunday n ight .  

Despi te  a t tempts  by conserva t ive  l eade r s  -- inc luding  SBC Pres ident  Jerry Vines 
of J acksonv i l l e ,  Fla. ,  and Houston judge Paul P r e s s l e r  -- t o  downplay t h e  controversy 
dur ing  t he  pas t  yea r ,  t h e  movement they i n i t i a t e d  has "gained momentum i n  and of 
i t s e l f  ," s a i d  David Curr ie  of San Angelo, Texas, f i e l d  coordinator  f o r  B a p t i s t s  
Committed t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. 

Cur r i e  c i t e d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e c e n t  meeting of young Southern Bap t i s t  
conserva t ives  during which one speaker  warned t h e r e  a r e  " r a t sn  and nskunks" i n  t h e  
SBC . 

Such language reflects a "let 's-get-them a t t i t u d e "  t h a t  Currie s a i d  has 
evolved as the  conserva t ive  movement has taken on a l i f e  of its own. 

Too much damage a l ready  has been done t o  be e a s i l y  cor rec ted ,  added Houston 
layman John Baugh. "If P r e s s l e r  and ( ~ a i g e )  Pa t te rson  were t o  s tand  before the  
world today and say t h a t  from t h i s  day forward, a l l  they would say and do would 
honestly reflect New Testament concepts .  I'm a f r a i d  i t  would be t o o  l a t e . "  

The remarks were made dur ing  a news conference sponsored by t h e  Rel igion 
Newswrit ers Associa t ion  for Baptists Committed. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Currie  and Baugh, speakers included Winfred Moore, pas tor  of 
F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Amarillo, Texas; Larry NcSwain, dean of t h e  school  of 
theology a t  Southern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary i n  Lou i sv i l l e ,  Ky.; and Oei ta  
B o t t o r f f ,  p ro j ec t  d i r e c t o r  f o r  Baptists Committed. 

Desp i t e  r ecen t  s ta tements  by Vines t h a t  the  theologica l  controversy i n  the 
denomination is  resolved.  Curr ie  s a i d ,  "Nothing is  over i n  t h i s  controversy." He 
s a i d  t h e  controversy a c t u a l l y  is  over  power and con t ro l ,  not  theology. 

will not  be over u n t i l  we return t o  the h i s t o r i c  Bapt i s t  p r inc ip l e s  t h a t  
have always un i t ed  us and t h a t  have always defined us." 

Cur r i e  s a id  t h e  SBC cont roversy  is now moving t o  s t a t e  conventions. He c i t e d  
i n c r e a s e s  i n  p o l i t i c a l  news le t t e r s  and organiza t ions  i n  s t a t e s .  For h i s  own p a r t ,  
Cur r i e  s a i d  he has encouraged people a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  t o  "use some bas i c  
p o l i t i c a l  sense. 

On the o t h e r  hand, Baugh lamented a preponderance of p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c a l  
groups being formed by churches a f f i l i a t e d  wi th  the Religious Right. 

"If I were t o  give you a list of all t h e  r ight-wing p o l i t i c a l  groups 
sponsored by C h r i s t i a n  churches, wen the  religion newswritere would be suprised," 
he said. 

Baugh s a i d  t h e  proposed SBC Religious Liberty Commission is just another  
" i n t e r e s t i n g  euphemism" f o r  the Press le r -Pa t te rson  c o a l i t i o n  t o  cover  up i ts  own 
ties t o  extremist political groups. 

I n  i t s  f i r s t  months of recruiting members, B a p t i s t s  Committed has enrolled 
about  1,000 people. Despite ques t ions  about who those members are and the 
sugges t ion  t h a t  they are forming a "secret society," l e a d e r s  refused t o  reveal 
names of t h e  memb rehip. 



B a p t i s t s  Committed News Conference -- Page 2 

McSwaints p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  news conference prompted one r e p o r t e r  t o  ask 
what repercuss ions  he would f a c e  from conservat ive t r u s t e e s  of Southern Seminary. 

"I claim p a r t  of my h e r i t a g e  as a Southern B a p t i s t  is t h e  freedom t o  speak 
one ' s   conviction^,^^ he  sa id .  "If t h e r e  a r e  repercussions from my being here  it 
would g r e a t l y  disappoint me, but i t  would not s u r p r i s e  me. 

* I t m  not  w i l l i n g  t o  be int imidated."  

On another  issue, Baugh s a i d  he could no t  p red ic t  t h e  outcome of Tuesday's 
election of an SBC pres ident .  ''1 have no feel of how t h e  vot ing  will r e s u l t , "  he 
s a i d .  

H e  and o ther  speakers  once aga in  endorsed At l an ta  pas tor  Daniel Vestal, who 
has announced his wi l l i ngness  t o  be nominated i n  opposi t ion t o  incumbent Vines. 

"I know D r .  Ves t a l  personal ly ,  and he i s  a t o t a l l y  honest, open, lov ing  
.person," Baugh said. " H i s  is  a truly sweet s p i r i t . "  

When asked why those opposing t h e  Pressler-Pat terson c o a l i t i o n  cons i s t en t ly  
wait u n t i l  t he  l a s t  minute t o  f i e l d  a candidate, Baugh s a i d ,  ''Let m e  confess  t h a t  
we are novices a t  p o l i t i c s . "  

But he pledged Baptists Committed w i l l  begin working toward next  yea r ' s  
convention June 14 -- t h e  day a f t e r  this year1s p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  
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D i r e c t o r s  of Missions 

LAS VEGAS. Nev. June 11--Southern B a p t i s t  Di rec tors  of Missions from ac ros s  t h e  
n a t i o n  were encouraged Sunday t o  be on the c u t t i n g  edge of min i s t ry  and missions. 

A t  t h e  opening se s s ion  of t h e  annual meeting of t h e  two-day Di rec to r s  of Missions 
Conference. D.L. Lowrie, execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Tennessee B a p t i s t  Convention, 
Brentwood, t o l d  250 persons a t t e n d i n g  t h e  conference t h a t  no mat te r  "where you are, be 
on t h e  c u t t i n g  edge of t h e  f r o n t i e r . "  

Discussing "The Assoc ia t ion  on t h e  Front ie r , "  theme of t h e  conference, d i r e c t o r s  
of missions from d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t he  na t ion  gave testimony as t o  how a s s o c i a t i o n s  
can be i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  of missions and minis try.  

Lowrie warned the  d i r e c t o r s  t o  "give a t t e n t i o n  t o  our s a l v a t i o n  and God's purpose 
through us .n  

H e  encouraged the d i r e c t o r s  t o  feed t h e i r  f a i t h ,  develop t h e i r  cha rac t e r  and 
maximize their opportunif ira." 

The d i r e c t o r s  conducted, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e s a  worship s e r v i c e  p r i o r  t o  t he  conference 
which was a t tended  by about 425 persons. Mack Smoke, pres ident  of t h e  conference and 
d i r e c t o r  of missions f o r  t h e  San J a c i n t o  Bap t i s t  Associat ion i n  Baytown. Texas. s a i d  h e  
w a s  overwhelmed by t h e  turnout .  He expected about 200. 

During t h e  worship s e r v i c e ,  $1,010 was c o l l e c t e d  and designated f o r  a new church 
i n  Las Vegas. 

Robert: Schmeltekopf, d i r e c t o r  of missions f o r  t h e  Hill Country Area i n  
Fredericksburg,  Texas, encouraged those  a t  t h e  worship s e r v i c e  t o  be more l i k e  Paul on 
his second missionary journey and move from disappointment t o  discovery. 

Schmeltekopf s a i d  Paul wanted t o  go t o  Bithynia i n  Asia Minor, but obeyed God's - call t o  go west to Troae. 'We a11 have Bithynia goale," Schmeltekopf said. "but w e  
l i v e  wi th  Troas r e a l i t i e s .  " 

He sa id  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  should "move from disappointment and discouragement , . . t o  
a new:. sense of discovery.  I' 

I 

Schmeltekopf encouraged t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  workers t o  q u i t  making excuses and be 
more l i k e  Paul who " l i f t e d  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  antennas t o  hear  God's c a l l  . , . and commit 
ourse lves  t o  t h e  Lord of t h e  mission." 

Reginald McDonough, execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Virg in ia  B a p t i s t  Convention, called 
on t h e  d i r e c t o r s  of missions t o  h e l p  churches b u i l d  fellowship. He s a i d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
need t o  a s s i s t  i nd iv idua l  churches t o  maintain i n t e r n a l  fe l lowship,  t o  provide support 
systems f o r  m i n i s t e r s  and laypersons and b u i l d  fel lowship among very  d ive r se  
fe l lowships ,  

Other f r o n t i e r s  explored dur ing  t h e  opening se s s ion  were Las Vegas, Montana (wide 
f r o n t i e r )  and Miami ( e thn ic  work). 

David Meacham, d i r e c t o r  of missions f o r  t h e  Southern Nevada B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  i n  
Las Vegas, r epo r t ed  about 1,800 persons worked wi th  churches i n  Las Vegas on Saturday 
and recorded about 400 professions of f a i t h .  

"It w i l l  never be the same i n  t h i s  c i t y  because of your (Southern B a p t i s t s  from 
a c r o s s  t he  nation) vo lun tee r ing  and being he re  t o  witness  door-to-door. It has been 
encouraging f o r  t hose  of u s  here." 

The missions directors were encouraged to plan and promote Bold Mission Thrus t  
Launch Day on t h e  first Sunday i n  Oct ber. J o e  Stacker ,  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Church 
Adminis t ra t ion  Department of t h e  Baptist Sunday School Board. Nashville, Tenn., s a i d ,  
"As we begin t h e  new church year w e  have a a p e c i a l  day t o  ce l eb ra t e .  We need t o  s e t  
goals and move o f f  the p l a t eau  o r  out of dec l ine  and i n t o  a growth mode." 

--more-- 
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One way t o  he lp  i n  growth is  by mobil iz ing volunteers  t o  he lp  i n  a s soc i a t ions .  
B.C. McCoy, d i r e c t o r  of missions of Sabine Neches Area i n  southeast Texas, r epo r t ed  
t h a t  a t  one time he had 22 Mission Serv ice  Corps vo lun tee r s  working i n  t h e  a s soc i a t ion .  

'We need t o  expand our  v i s i o n  and see  m i n i s t r i e s  which need t o  be s t a r t e d . "  

He s a i d  t h a t  i n  every a s s o c i a t i o n  t h e r e  are "people out t h e r e  t o  do t h e  m i n i s t r y  
i f  we w i l l  l e t  them. We need t o  b e l i e v e  i n  'Bold Mission Thrus t '  . . .and f i n d  
vo lun tee r s ,  t r a i n  them, put  them i n  min i s t ry  and l e t  them s e t t l e  the f ron t i e r . "  

Forty-nine d i r e c t o r s  of missions were honored f o r  5. 10. 15. 20, 25, 30 and 35 y e a r s  
of service. 

Honored f o r  25 y e a r s  were Fred B. Lunsford. of T r u e t t  Bap t i s t  Associat ion,  Marble, 
P1.C..  and Kenneth Sparkman of Gibson County Bap t i s t  Associat ion,  Trenton, Tenn. 

Honored f o r  30 yea r s  were Eugene B. Hager of South Yadkin B a p t i s t  Associat ion.  
S t a t e s v i l l e .  N . C . .  and Thomas L. Lewis of West Union Bap t i s t  Associat ion.  Paducah. Ky. 

Glenn Toomey of Nolachucky B a p t i s t  Associat ion,  Morristown, Tenn.. was honored f o r  
35 yea r s  of s e rv i ce .  

--3 0-- 

By Terry  Barone -- 8: 58 p.m. Sunday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Sunday Church Music Conference 

LAS VEGAS, NEV, June 11-- A discussion on revitalizing praise and worship and 
several concerts Sunday highlighted opening sessions of the Southern Baptist Church 
Music Conference at College Park Baptiet Church. 

Musicians heard concerts by the Singing Illinoisans, the Southern Seminary Vocal 
Ensemble and Max Lyall, professor of church music at Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

Following the theme of "sound His Word and Share God's.Loveltl, John McGuckin, 
director of the church music department for the California Southern Baptist Convention, 
Fresno, discussed the "winds of change" in Southern Baptist church music today. 

 he church has lost touch with contemporary society," he said, referring to the 
fact that 67 percent of Southern Baptist churches have either plateaued or declined in 
attendance. 

"We cannot hope to reach these people with our traditional church music," he added, 
"The lost person should be captivated by the praises of ~od's people." 

McGuckin gave suggestions on how to revitalize praise and worship in churches. He 
told musicians they should give priority to planning worship services, allowing at least 
20 minutes of uninterrupted time for the congregation. 

In addition, John Jackson, pastor of Crescent Baptist Church, Anaheim, Calif., 
presented three ideas which should constitute true worship. 

He said worship must include a reawakening to the awareness of the person of God, 
along with recognizing man's futility. It must also be an outburst of joy, expressing 
one's faith and hope in God. 

Itwe should not feel threatened by the younger generation which likes praise songs 
and choruses," Jackson said. 

During an afternoon worship service, Paul Duke, pastor of Kirkwood Baptist Church, 
Kirkwood, Mo., told musicians worship services should leave out what will entertain but 
never transform lives. 

"We should not worship to help anyone feel good or make it through another week," 
he said. "Instead we should bear witness to the holy character of God." 

Conference participants also attended simultaneous interest sessions on music in 
the small church, teaching choir members to read music, building/maintaining a strong 
youth choir and,handbells in the small church. - .  . 

The musicians were among eight Southern Baptist groups meeting in advance of the 
three day Southern Baptist Convention which starts Tuesday. Others are two groups of 
pastors, women in ministry, women's auxiliary, campus ministers, religious educators, and 
assoclational directors of missions. 

by Eddy Oliver - 10:05 p.m. Sunday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Campus Minis te rs  Sunday P.M. 

L A S  VEGAS, W V . ,  June  11 -- Campus min i s t e r s  must live i n  a way t h a t  gives 
s t a b i l i t y  and f a i t h  t o  co l l ege  s tuden t s .  Lloyd Elder, president  of t he  Bap t i s t  Sunday 
School Board. Nashvi l le ,  t o l d  members of t h e  Associat ion of Southern Bap t i s t  Campus 
Min i s t e r s  Sunday n i g h t .  

"You might be a b l e  t o  l i v e  a q u i e t ,  y e t  dramatic l i f e  so  as t o  give f a i t h  t o  
s tudents . "  Elder  s a i d  dur ing  t h e  group's meeting a t  F i r s t  Southern Bap t i s t  Church of 
Las Vegas. 

Addressing the "context of minis t ry"  on college campuses. E lder  said the min i s t e r s  
should encourage s t u d e n t s  f e e l i n g  c a l l e d  into Chr i s t i an  minis t ry .  

E lde r  advised t he  campus m i n i s t e r s  they should no t  ca r ry  c o n f l i c t s  i n  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention back t o  t h e i r  campuses. 

"I am not  going t o  l e t  t h e  discouragement of t h e  l a s t  decade overcome 450 years of 
B a p t i s t  her i tage."  he sa id .  "I hope and be l i eve  i n  t h e  cha rac t e r  of t h i s  denomination. 

'We need t h e  b e s t  minds and t h e  best h e a r t s  t o  l e a d  u s  because we a r e  going t o  be 
he re  i n  some kind of s t r u c t u r e "  in the fu ture .  Elder sa id .  

H e  s a i d  t h e  Old Testament prophet  Elijah is  an example of t h e  kind of s tuden t  
m i n i s t e r  needed f o r  t h e  next  century.  

Ca l l i ng  the prophet "a s tuden t  min i s t e r  ahead of h i s  t ime, Elder  s a i d  "he 
provided a c lue  of what i t  w i l l  take , f o r  us  t o  be campus m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  year  2,000.'' 

E lde r  s a i d  E l i j a h  "believed i n  a God who ac ted  i n  h i s to ry .  Therein l i e s  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  t o  h i s  minis t ry ."  

That s t r e n g t h  enabled t h e  prophet " t o  live i n  t h e  kind of world  where all t he  
hurts and needs came knocking a t  his door. So do you," Elder  reminded t h e  campus 
m i n i s t e r s  . 

Along wi th  t h e  role of t h e  campus min i s t e r  and the context of minis t ry ,  E lder  
focused on the  s tuden t  body confront ing  campuses i n  t h e  next  century.  C i t i ng  opinion 
polls, he s a i d  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  teenagers are more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e l i g i o u s  mat te rs .  

"The genera t ion  of s t u d e n t s  t o  come may be more open than those t h e r e  now." 

Elder  was joined on the progam by Glenn Saul, professor  of C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c s  a t  
Golden Gate Bapt i s t  Theological  Seminary i n  Mill Valley,  Ca l i f .  Saul addressed seven 
e t h i c a l  i s s u e s  campus min i s t e r s  w i l l  face i n  t h e  21st  century. 

"What concerns m e  is  t h a t  we want government t o  so lve  problems by law that we 
cano t  so lve  by eotrvict ion and persuasion," Saul s a id .  "Our e t h i c s  is  a way of l i f e .  
We cannot ignore t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n s  of human beings do make a d i f fe rence ."  

S c o t t  Walker, p a s t o r  of Firs t  Bap t i s t  Church of Charleston, S.C.. i s  leading t h e  
group's worship sess ions .  Campus m i n i s t e r s  Mike Davis of Northwestern University i n  
Chicago and Betsy Draper of Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e  of Technology, Cambridge, t o l d  
their colleagues about t h e i r  professional pilgrimages. 

"The world is  sending t h e i r  e l i t e  t o  US," Draper said. "How w i l l  we deal  wi th  
it? '' -- 30 -- 
By Scott Collins -- 7:30 a . m .  Monday 
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Sunday night Pastors' Conference 

LAS VEGAS, Nev. June 11 -- Charles Stanley, former president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, called Southern Baptist pastors to a Sunday night confidence in 
the midst of conflict which they inevirably will face in the ministry. 

The address by Stanley, pastor of First Baptist Church, Atlanta, capped the 
opening session of a two-day meeting of Southern Baptist pastors in the Las Vegas 
Convention Center. 

"It is essential that God's men and women understand how to deal with conflict," 
said Stanley. "We are in a battle with Satan, and he will do all he can to destroy 
your ministry and divide your church.'' 

Stanley told the 6,000 ministers they must learn t o  respond to conflict in the 
proper fashion. 

I1 God will equip you and give you strength to continue," he explained. 

He said that when church members sense fear or see compromise, "YOU begin to lose 
your place of leadership and you lose respect as a leader." 

When faced with conflict, Stanley recommended four proper responses. 

First, identify the root cause of the conflict, he said, and when responding, 
do so quietly, instead of being accusatory or making a quick response. 

"Thirdly, don1 t defend yourself," Stanley advised. "God is your greatest defender. 
When you are doing right let Him defend you. And, express genuine concern for those 
causing the conflict." 

Stanley also warned pastors about running from conflict, because it was possible 
they could run out of the will of God. He added that it is not the place of a friend to 
seek to find a place for someone who seems t o  be in the middle of a difficult situation. 
Instead, pe said the person should seek the leadership of God. 

If pastors would set aside time to have a personal, quiet time with God, several 
things would happen which would help them build strength and be confident in dealing 
with conflict, Stanley predicted. "God will make you sensitive to what is happening in 
the situation,'' Stanley said. "He will renew you physically and emotionally. God also 
will reassure you of his presence and will refocus attention from conflict and put it 
on him. 

" ~ e e p  your eyes on Christ. When your eyes are on Jesus Christ, there is nothing 
you cannot face victoriously .'I 

Ralph Smith, president of the pastors' conference and pastor of Hyde Park Baptist 
Church In Austin, Texas, presided during the first session, where the theme was "The 
Pastor's Motive." 

Johnny Jackson, evangelist from Little Rock, Ark., urged pastors to "trust the 
Lord right now. Pastors, 1 challenge you to live and to walk in faith." 

SBC President Jerry Vines, of Jacksonville, Fla., welcomed the pastors to Las 
Vegas, asking that they be "good, positive witnesses for Christ." 
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Howard Gates, pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Walton Beach, Fla., told the 
pastors that "Jesus will trust me, help me; use me, and reward me. That is why we 
serve Jesus Christ. l' 

John C. Click, pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church in Wichita, Kans., asked the 
pastors to have a spirit of God's power, not fear. 

"Stand your ground and suffer for the Gospel," he challenged them. "What you believe 
can make the difference between heaven and hell for someone. 

11 A doctrinal stance has no impact if it is not baptized in agape love," he warned. 
"A loveless gospel is a dead, ineffective, fruitless gospel. It is no gospel. Stand 
your ground, but stand lovingly.'' 

The pastors were among eight Southern Baptist groups meeting in advance of the 
Southern Baptist Convention which starts three days of activities Tuesday. 

Other pre-convention conferences involve religious educators, musicians, camp 
ministers, associational directors of missions, women in ministry, and the SBC women's 
auxiliary. 

Messengers for the SBC are expected to elect a president, consider a budget of 
$137,287,542, hear reports of 69 agencies and the women's auxiliary, and transact 
miscellaneous business. 

By Jim Lowery -- 7:20 a.m. Monday 
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I Daniel  Vestal  P r o f i l e  

LAS VEGAS, Nev.. June 11 -- Two days before  t h e  opening of t h e  132nd 
meeting of t h e  Southern Baptist Convention a t  t h e  Las Vegas Convention Center, Daniel 

Ves ta l  a t tended Sunday morning worship a t  a l o c a l  Bap t i s t  church wi th  h i s  wi fe  Earlene.  
picked up h i s  two sons a t  the  a i r p o r t  and declared himself a t  peace about h i s  dec is ion  
t o  allow h i s  nomination f o r  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  14.8-million-member denomination. 

Today  I have a r e a l  peace about what I have done. why and how I have done it," 
s a i d  Vestal, pas to r  of Dunwoody Bap t i s t  Church i n  suburban Atlanta .  "1 a m  w i l l i n g  t o  
e n t r u s t  the  e l e c t i o n  t o  t he  w i l l  of God and t o  t he  messengers." 

Ves ta l  a l s o  a t tended  t h e  Sunday evening se s s ion  of t h e  Woman's Missionary Union 
conference which focused on sha r ing  the  gospel i n  China because "my hea r t  i s  missions." 
He planned t o  a t t e n d  meetings of t h e  consemative and moderate pas tors  on Monday. 

Whi le  he had no speaking engagements during t h e  day, a 30-minute videotaped 
message i n  which Ves ta l  ou t l i ned  h i s  concerns about h i s  denomination was t e l e c a s t  a t  
10:30 p.m. Sunday on KRLR-TV, channel 21, an independent, commercial s t a t i o n .  The 
purchase of commercial time was a f i r s t  f o r  a candidate  seeking o f f i c e  i n  t h e  SBC. 

Vesta l ,  44, announced A p r i l  -16 t o  the congregation where he has been pastor s i n c e  
Octob r 1988 t h a t  he would challenge incumbent SEC pres ident  Jerry Vines. Vines. 
p a s t o r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Jacksonvi l le ,  Fla., e a r l i e r  had s a i d  he would al low 
h i s  nomination f o r  a second term as president .  

During a Sunday af te rnoon interview, Vestal s a i d  four weeks of t r a v e l ,  speaking 
and con tac t  with Southern B a p t i s t  pastors and laypeople make him more op t imi s t i c  than  
when he announced his candidacy t h a t  he has a chance of being e l ec t ed  pres ident .  

"I have appealed t o  some f o l k s  i n  t h e  conservat ive movement who a r e  weary of i t ," 
s a i d  Vestal .  who i n  t h e  month p r i o r  to the convention spoke i n  churches i n  Texas. 
Oklahoma, Georgia. North Caro l ina ,  Virginia and Arizona. 

'There a r e  f o l k s  i n  t h e  moderate camp who had grown weary. given u p  and who have 
been nergized by my candidacy. Also. I have t a lked  wi th  laypeople who hereto£ o r e  
hadn't. been l i s t e n i n g  ( t o  developments in  the  10-year-old controversy i n  t h e  SBC) , " he 
said. ''Laypeople a r e  t h e  key t o  wha twer  this denomination will be." 

Vestal said about one-third of h i s  speaking engagements on t h e  mul t i - s ta te  t o u r  
were planned by Baptists Committed t o  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. Vestal  has s a i d  
he welcomed the  suppor t  of the group but that his candidacy is  no t  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  any 

rganiza t ion .  About two-thirds of h i s  meetings were arranged through pastor-fr iends i n  
the s t a t e s  he v i s i t e d .  

I "I am not a well-known person." he said. "1 f e l t  it was important f o r  people t o  
know me, my convic t ions  and some of my burdens and concerns." 

Ves t a l  pe r sona l ly  chose an At l an ta  pas tor  who w i l l  nominate him f o r  p re s iden t  
Tuesday af te rnoon,  a choice he will not  rweal in advance. 

I T4e is a man who knws me w e l l  and speaks his convict ions.  The decis ion  was not 
made as a p o l i t i c a l  dec is ion  b u t  as a personal,  s p i r i t u a l  dec i s ionsw said Vestal .  

If he is not e lec ted .  Vestal r a i d  he w i l l  continue his effortm t o  be a r e c o n c i l e r  
among a l l  s ides .  

"I would a t i l l  be committed t o  d ing  what I can as one p a s t  r. I would cont inue 
t o  speak my conscience. I would speak t o  people on a l l  sides of t he  issues. I would 

~ continue t o  pray and t o  p r a c t i c e  Chr i s t i an  charity." , I 



Danie l  Vestal P r o f i l e  -- Page 2 

Ves ta l  acknowledged t h e  dec is ion  t o  purchase TV time f o r  t h e  30tn inute  program 
' could be i n t e r p r e t e d  as a p o l i t i c &  a c t .  However, he sa id  conserva t ives  who' con t ro l  

the convention have p o l i t i c i z e d  t h e  Pas to r s  Conference program, t h e  o rde r  of business 
of t h e  convention, t h e . " e n t i r e  atmospherew surrounding convention meetings. 

"The TV time was t he  only  p o s s i b i l i t y  I had t o  get my perspec t ive  t o  a broad 
cross-sec t ion  of messengers. Whether it w i l l  be successful  o r  n o t ,  I don ' t  know. I 
have no recourse t o  ge t  my message t o  t he  people," he s a id .  

I n  t h e  videotaped message which w i l l  a i r  again Monday night  a t  11:30 p.m., Vestal  
s a i d ,  'We a r e  going t o  determine this week whether o r  n o t ,  on t h e  one hand, we w i l l  be 
committed t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  word of God while,  on t h e  other  hand, t o  openness and 
freedom and uni ty."  

H e  r e c a l l e d  i n  t h e  message taped severa l  weeks ea r l i e r  a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of 
Arl ington.  Texas, his feelings a t  the 1977 Southern Bapt i s t  Convention meeting i n  
Kansas Ci ty ,  Mo. 

Bold Mission Thrust  ( t h e  goa l  t o  sha re  t h e  gospel with every person i n  t h e  world 
by t h e  year  2000) had been launched i n  1976. Jimmy Carter ,  a Bap t i s t  layman, a l s o  had 
been e l e c t e d  p re s iden t  t h a t  yea r ,  a n  event  which focused a s p o t l i g h t  on t h e  
denomination. 

A videotaped message from Carter was presented a t  t h e  1977 SBC as par t  of t h e  
s t a r t - u p  of t he  Mission Serv ice  Corps t o  send volunteers  throughout t h e  world. 

"There was a kind of e l e c t r i c i t y  running through t h a t  h a l l , "  Ves ta l ,  then a 
32-year-old pas to r ,  r e c a l l e d .  

"I remember breaking down and weeping. I s a i d  t o  myself, 'I can give my l i f e  t o  
t h i s  cause, n o t  j u s t  t o  a denomination, but  t o  t h e  Lord Jesus  C h r i s t  through t h e  l i f e  
and m i n i s t r y  of t h i s  denomination.' 

"I shall  go t o  my grave b e l i e v i n g  Southern B a p t i s t s  walked up t o  a moment i n  
h i s t o r y ,  t o  a d a t e  with des t iny ,  and ins tead  of accept ing the  chal lenge of Bold Mission 
Thrus t ,  we turned a s i d e  and sa id .  'No we don't want t o  walk t h i s  way,"' Vestal  s a id .  

"For the p a s t  10 years  this denmina t ion  has  no t  expended i t s  t i m e  and energy and 
r e sources  on f i g h t i n g  s i n  and secularism and Satan and proclaiming t h e  gospel," he  
continued. "But we have expended our energ ies  on an i n t e r n a l  kind of c o n f l i c t  ." 

I n  t h e  message. Vestal  s a i d  Southern Baptists must remember t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  
p r i n c i p l e s  that have made them unique -- b i b l i c a l  au tho r i ty ,  pr iesthood of be l i eve r s ,  
congrega t iona l  p o l i t y ,  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  and sepa ra t ion  of church and state.  

Then Southern B a p t i s t s  as i n d i v i d u a l s  must repent  of pas t  sins. he said. 

Emphasizing t h a t  he cannot t e l l  o the r s  what s i n s  they should repent  o f ,  he s a i d  h e  
has asked himself t h e  fal lowing ques t ions :  

"Have I been submissive t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  word of God? Have I judged 
people 's  motives when I had no reason  o r  r i gh t?  Have I kept  my motives pure? Have I 
spoken the  t r u t h ?  Have I spoken the t r u t h  i n  love? 

"Frankly, my b r o t h e r s  and sisters, there i s  enough repentance t o  go around for a l l  
of US. The problem, t h e  evil, i s  n o t  ou ts ide  of us. The problem .is wi th in  us," said 
Vest a1 . 

F i n a l l y ,  Vestal  s a i d ,  Southern B a p t i s t s  must re turn  t o  t h e i r  f i r s t  love,  t h e  Lord 
J e s u s  Chr i s t  and t h e  causes of miss ions  and wangelism. 

He s a i d  h e  has n o t  given up hope t h a t  Bold Hiss ion  Thrust can be accomplished. 
though some goals  may need t o  be reduced and ehort-term goals  s e t  i n  o t h e r  areas. 

After a r r i v i n g  i n  Las Vegas Saturday, Vestal  spoke t o  a meeting of t h e  Rel igion 
Newswriters Assoc ia t ion  a t  t h e  E l  Rancho Hotel and f i e l d e d  quest ions.  

H e  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  goals he would pursue i f  president :  (1) depol i t ic ize  t h e  o f f i c e  
of t h e  pres ident  by making appointments frau a broad spectrum of Southern B a p t i s t s  and 
by seeking  through bylaw changes t o  limit appoint ive powers of t h e  president :  (2) un i fy  
the  SBC by dea l ing  w i t h  l e a d e r s  of all sides: (3) focus on t h e  f u t u r e .  

--nor&-- 
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Vestal told the newswriters t h e  greatest l o s s  i n  the 10-year controversy has been 
t h e  l o s s  of freedom -- cha rac t e r  a s sa s s ina t ion  t h a t  nhas s i lenced  a l o t  of good 
people," a caucus and con t ro l  men ta l i t y  and creedalism and forced conformity. 

"We are  narrowing t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message statement on Sc r ip tu re  t o  where i f  
you don' t  subscr ibe  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  you cannot be 
p a r t  of t h i s  denomination," he  sa id .  

For  example, h e  sa id  t h e  SBC Peace Committee, i n  i t s  repor t  adopted by messengers 
t o  the 1988 convention meeting, def ined  what " t ru th  without any mixture of er rorw 
meant. Now, employees of some SBC agencies  and i n s t i t u t i o n s , a r e  being asked not  only 
t o  subsc r ibe  t o  t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message but t o  t he  Peace C a m i t t e e ' s  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of A r t i c l e  1 on Sc r ip tu re .  

"There i s  a difference between a confession of f a i t h  and a creed," said Vesta l ,  
who was a member of the Peace Committee. "A confession i s  a s tatement  of b e l i e f  while  
a creed is  a s tatement  of what you must believe." 

Vestal said he has  received overwhelming support from h i s  church. Among seve ra l  
r eques t s ,  he s a id  he asked members most of a l l  t o  pray t h a t  he would n o t  become b i t t e r  
or cynical through the experience of being n m i n a t e d  f o r  president .  

I n  t h e  Sunday in te rv iew,  he s a i d  t h e  prayer is  being answered. 

"I am no t  b i t t e r  and I am not cynica l .  I do grow weary a t  t i m e s ,  and even angry. 
But I can hones t ly  say  I have love i n  my hea r t  f o r  every person i n  t h i s  denomination, 
even those  wi th  whom I disagree." 

Ves t a l  s a i d  he  a l s o  has s t r o n g  support from h i s  wife  Earlene, sons,  P h i l i p ,  18. 
and Joel, 16, who ,are wi th  him i n  Las Vegas, and h i s  daughter, Anne El izabe th ,  10. 

"My wife  i s  as s t rong  i n  h e r  convic t ions  about t h i s  denomination as I am. My two 
sons are he re  wi th  me because of t h e i r  support and encouragement. My daughter only 
wants t o  know when I am coming home," he s a i d  with a smile.  

~ u r i n g  t h e  Sunday morning worship se rv i ce  a t  College Park B a p t i s t  Church, Ves ta l  
heard Jack Johnson emphasize t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  must keep t h e i r  focus on "the main thing*' 
ab u t  t h e i r  f a i t h .  t h e  kingdom of God. Johnson is  execut ive d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Arizona 
C m e n t i o n  of Southern B a p t i s t s ,  Phoenix. 

I n  response. Vestal raid he  was reminded t h a t  "more important than  t h e  v o t e  is my 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  God and my ccmmitment t o  the  kingdom. I asked t h e  Lord, 'Am I doing 
eve ry th ing  I can t o  extend the kingdom of God? That's more important than t h e  vote. '" 

--3 0-- 
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WMU Sunday Evening 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 12--A focus on na t ions  wi th  l imi t ed  access  t o  mission work 
and those  which a r e  c losed  t o  mi s s iona r i e s  s e t  t he  tone  Sunday n igh t  f o r  the annual 
meeting of Woman's Missionary Union. 

Th,e crowd of 1,600 meeting i n  t h e  Rotunda of t h e  Las Vegas Convention Center also 
heard r epor t s  of Southern B a p t i s t  mission work i n  t h e  Far East  and l i s t e n e d  i n  on a 
d i scuss ion  of missions between Foreign Mission Board Pres ident  Kei th Parks of Richmond, 
Va. .  Home Mission Board Pres ident  Larry Lewis of At lan ta ,  and WMU Executive Direc to r  
Carolyn Weatherford of Birmingham. Ala. 

A t  t he  conclusion of t h e  d iscuss ion .  Weatherford received a framed c i t a t i o n  from 
t h e  mission l e a d e r s  i n  r ecogn i t i on  of h e r  14 years  of s e rv i ce  t o  t h e  denomination. 

The woman's a u x i l i a r y  was among e igh t  Southern Bap t i s t  groups meeting i n  advance 
of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention which opens a three-day run Tuesday. The annnual 
process iona l  of f l a g s  from 96 of t h e  na t ions  where Southern B a p t i s t s  have miss ionar ies  
opened the  meeting. The ceremony included s e v e r a l  f lagbearers  c a r r i e d  black banners 
symbolic of those  n a t i o n s  which have no Chr i s t i an  wi tness  o r  which 'are c losed  t o  
Southern B a p t i s t  mi s s iona r i e s  . 

Nancy C u r t i s ,  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  f o r  North Carolina Woman's Missionary Union. 
Raleigh,  explained t h e  black flags were being used f o r  t he  f i r s t  time t o  dramatize the 
p l i g h t  of r e s i d e n t s  of those  n a t i o n s  who a r e  being denied t h e  gospel message. 

Bury1 Red of New York C i ty ,  d i r e c t o r  of The Centurymen, repor ted  on t h e  voca l  
group's  t ou r  of China and i t s  h i s t o r i c  concer t s  on Radio Be i j i ng  and on n a t i o n a l  
Chinese t e l e v i s i o n .  

Jack  and Avah Shelby, s e r v i n g  through Cooperative Services  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  (CSI)  i n  
Hong Kong. gave t e s t imon ies  of how they shared t h e  gospel i n  na t ions  where mis s iona r i e s  
a r e  not allowed t o  l i v e .  CSI i s  sponsored by t h e  Foreign Mission Board. 

Dressed i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  Mongolian c lo th ing ,  Avah Shelby t o l d  how next  year  
C h r i s t i a n  p ro fe s so r s  w i l l  be allowed t o  teach  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  Bei j ing ,  China. Doors 
are a l s o  opening f o r  o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n  profess iona ls  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  through s i m i l a r  
exchange programs, "not t o  preach, but t o  model t h e  Chr i s t i an  l i f e  as they p r a c t i c e  
t h e i r  profession." 

Jack  Shelby t h e n  asked Southern Baptists t o  pray t h a t  a Chr i s t i an  wi tnes s  could 
become a reality i n  Mongolia. 

'We hope some day t o  have miss ionar ies  i n  t h a t  na t ion ,  tucked between nor thern  
China and S i b e r i a ,  bu t  tonight  we do not even have a Bible t r a n s l a t e d  into the  n a t i o n a l  
language. U n t i l  w e  make more progress ,  three m i l l i o n  people w i l l  wait t o  hear about 
Chr i s t , "  he said: 

During t h e  " f i r e s i d e  chat" wi th  t h e  two mission pres idents ,  wi th  Weatherford 
se rv ing  as moderator,  Parks thanked Southern B a p t i s t s  f o r  t h e i r  support of t h e  L o t t i e  

Moon Christmas Offering. 



WMlJ Sunday E v e a g  --page 2 

Parks s a i d  t h i s  y e a r ' s  r e c e i p t s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  percent  i nc rease  s i n c e  1982, t o t a l e d  
$78,776,000-up almost 13 percent  from l a s t  year. 

Parks s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  agency's goal  will always be t o  evangel ize  t h e  world 's  
unchurched populat ion a s  it meets human needs. As testimony t o  t h a t  commitment, 200.000 
baptisms were repor t ed  worldwide by i t s  foreign miss ionar ies  l a s t  yea r ,  he sa id .  

"Thank you f o r  providing t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a b i l i t y  which has enabled o u r  
mi s s iona r i e s  t o  do t h e i r  job without  worrying i f  they would be a b l e  t o  cover t h e i r  
expenses." he s a i d .  

Lewis sa id  it was t o o  early t o  project t h e  g iv ing  level of t h e  Annie Armstrong 
E a s t e r  Offer ing  f o r  Home Missions, b u t  preliminary r e c e i p t s  i n d i c a t e  s s i m i l a r  gain f o r  
t h e  s p e c i a l  o f f e r ing .  

Though both o f f e r i n g s  may show an inc rease  this year.  Weatherford reminded t h e  
crowd t h a t  n e i t h e r  o f f e r i n g s  have meet t h e i r  goal  since 1981. 

Lewis s a i d  t h e  home mission agency, i n  its r o l e  of reaching t he  na t ion  wi th  t h e  
gospel ,  has  i d e n t i f i e d  23,000 s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n s  where churches could be s t a r t e d  i f  the  
funds and personnel were a v a i l a b l e .  But 115 home miss ionar ies  could no t  be appointed 
t h i s  year  due t o  a shor tage  of funds, he added. 

During t h e  r ecogn i t i on  service, Weatherford, r e t i r i n g  execut ive  d i rec tor ,was  c i t e d  
f o r  cha l lenging  WMU members "and all Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  be t r u e  t o  t h e i r  f i r s t  and 
h ighes t  c a l l i n g :  missions." 

The c i t a t i o n  noted t h a t  dur ing  her t enu re  "through years  of dramatic change", 
Southern B a p t i s t s  gave $1,018,000.732 through t h e  s p e c i a l  (mission) o f f e r ings .  

The amount represented  75 percent  of t h e  t o t a l  given t o  t h e  L o t t i e  Moon Offer ing  
f o r  Foreign Missions s i n c e  i t s  founding i n  1888. and 76 percent  of t h e  t o t a l  given t o  
t h e  Annie Armstrong E a s t e r  Of fe r ing  f o r  Home Missions s ince  i t  was begun i n  1933. 

During t h e  period.  6,593 home and fore ign  mis s iona r i e s  were a l s o  appointed f o r  
sexvice  a c r o s s  the n a t i o n  and around tbe world. 

--3 0-- 
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Vines P r o f i l e  

LAS VEGAS. Nev., June 11 -- For a l l  t h e  young man knew, t h e  t ie -c lad  preacher who 
had come t o  h i s  house Saturday was j u s t  another Southern Bapt is t  i n  town f o r  a big 

meeting. 

It was t h r e e  days before  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  annual meeting of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  
convention and the  president  of t h e  14.8laillion-member denomination was s i t t i n g  i n  h i s  
l i v i n g  room- 

But t h e  young man never asked about messenger turnouts ,  p res iden t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  or  
convention controversies.  Ins tead  he concentrated on learning how t o  become a 
Chr i s t i an .  

The experience d idn ' t  come as any su rp r i se  t o  SBC President J e r r y  Vines, pastor  of 
F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church of Jacksonvil le .  Fla. 

"In a l l  of the witnessing I ' v e  done. I 've never had a s i n g l e  person mention t h e  
SBC controversy," Vines sa id .  "People have asked me about 
(,Jimmy) Swaggart and ( J i m )  ~ a k k e r ,  but  they've never brought up the controversy within 
our convention." 

Vines, who announced i n  February he w i l l  allow himself t o  be nominated f o r  a 
second term a s  convention pres ident ,  spent t h e  days p r io r  t o  t h e  SBC doing two of the  
things he enjoys most -- personal wangelism and preaching. 

On Saturday afternoon, he teamed up with an a r e a  layman and a Wyoming pas tor  t o  
v i s i t  prospects  f o r  a l o c a l  church. 

As t h e  threesome t raveled  from home t o  home, a relaxed and joking Vines spoke 
openly of his philosophy of personal evangelism. 

'We always t a l k  about t h e  plan of sa lvat ion ,  but you know t he re  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  a set 
plan." he sa id .  'You have t o  dea l  with each s i t u a t i o n  individually.  

"I always t r y  t o  leave each v i s i t  I make so I can go back. I pray t h a t  God w i l l  
he lp  me t o  be s e n s i t i v e  s o  I w i l l  know how far  I can go with a person. 

"You can d r ive  a l o t  of people away i f  you're not sens i t ive .  I t r y  t o  leave  each 
s i t u a t i o n  on real good terms." 

After the t r i o ' s  f i n a l  visit, Vines proposed stopping f o r  a celebratory round of 
D i e t  Cokes -- even though he admitted he would r a t h e r  have a big d i s h  of chocolate i c e  
cream. 

After  spending Saturday evening r e s t i n g  and working on his sermon, Vines preached 
the  next  morning a t  a service  sponsored by Las Vegasl Twin Lakes B a p t i s t  Church. The 
congregation rented ern auditorium on t h e  University of Nevada-Las Vegas campus f o r  t h e  
~ e r v i c e ,  which drew a large number of folks who had ar r ived e a r l y  f o r  the  SBC. 

Vines se lec ted  John 3:16 as the t ex t  f o r  his sermon. He s a i d  t h a t  one verse  sums 
up the  mind, h e a r t  and w i l l  of God. 

Using a l l i t e r a t i o n ,  Vines c a l l e d  God's love incredible,  indisputable  and 
indispensable.  

The evange l i s t i c  sermon steered c l e a r  f any mention of SBC p o l i t i c s  -- with t h e  
exception of one b r i e f  a s ide  about " l ibe ra l  theologiansw who don't i n s i s t  on a b e l i e f  
i n  t h e  virgin b i r t h  of Jesus Chris t .  Vines contended such a belief is essential, 
adding that through the virgin b i r t h  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  "short-circuited the  sin cycle." 
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Vines a l s o  spent  time prepar ing  f o r  t h e  one aspec t  of t h e  convention about which 
he admits t o  be ing  a b i t  anxious -- presiding over the  annual meeting. H e  said he has  
been s tudying  up  f o r  it dur ing  t h e  p a s t  few months and then  he  met Saturday morning 
w i t h  Barry McCarty, who has served as par l iamentar ian  f o r  t he  p a s t  t h r e e  years. 

But Vines s a i d  o v e r a l l  he i s  exc i t ed  about t h e  convention. He added he is 
e s p e c i a l l y  looking forward t o  hea r ing  good sermons and good agency r e s p o r t s .  

When asked about t h e  upcoming p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l ec t ion ,  Vines simply sa id .  'Who wins. 
wins. It won't change th ings  that matter. 

"Of course,  whether I am re-e lec ted  o r  not  w i l l  make some d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  my l i f e ,  
but it won't change those  th ings  t h a t  a r e  really important t o  me." 

If re-elected,  Vines s a i d  he would place a s p e c i a l  emphasis upon growing 
soul-winning churches dur ing  t h e  upcoming year. 

Vines and h i s  wi fe ,  Janet. a r r i v e d  i n  Las Vegas Thursday so they  could spend some 
time t oge the r  be fo re  h i s  hectic convention schedule began. The couple also have been 
jo ined  a t  t h e  convention by one of t h e i r  two daughters and her husband and one of t h e i r  
two sons. 

--3 0-- 
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I Forum Monday Morning 

I LAS VEGAS. Nevada, June 12--A r e so lu t ion  "On t h e  Priesthood of t h e  Bel iever"  from 
the 1988 Southern B a p t i s t  Convention drew renewed f i r e  Monday morning a t  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Forum. 

The doc t r ine ,  one of s e v e r a l  h i s t o r i c a l l y  shared by Baptists, received "cava l i e r  
t reatment"  from the r e s o l u t i o n s  committee that i n i t i a t e d  the  stance l a s t  year, charged 
Molly Marshall-Green, a s s o c i a t e  dean of the school of theology and a s s i s t a n t  professor  
of theology a t  Southern B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary i n  Lou i sv i l l e ,  Ky. 

She a l s o  enunciated s e v e r a l  components of the priesthood of t h e  be l i eve r  r e l evan t  
"in our B a p t i s t  l i f e  today." . , 

I Among them: " r e s i s t ance  t o  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  pas to ra l  leadership."  

About 500 people a t t ended  the,morning sess ion ,  which was devoted t o  t h e  t o p i c .  
The forum i s  an outgrowth of t h e  controversy wi th in  Southern B a p t i s t  ranks. It w a s  
begun six years  ago by B a p t i s t s  who came t o  view t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  Pas to r ' s  Conference a s  
a pre-comrention preaching ground f o r  the f a c t i o n  t h a t  has con t ro l l ed  SBC p r e s i d e n t i a l  
e l e c t i o n s  since 1979. 

The bel iever 's-pr iesthood r e s o l u t i o n  was adopted by messengers by about a 10 
percent  margin a f t e r  a t tempts  f a i l e d  t o  amend o r  r e f e r  it t o  the convention's Executive 
Commit t e e ,  

I The r e s o l u t i o n ,  whi le  affirming the priesthood of t h e  be l i eve r .  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
d o c t r i n e  "in no way c o n t r a d i c t s  the biblical understanding of t h e  r o l e ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
and a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  pas tor , "  'who is "cal led of G Q ~  t o  lead  t h e  l o c a l  church." 

The r e s o l u t i o n  charged t h a t  t h e  doc t r ine  "has been used t o  j u s t i f y  wrongly t h e  
a t t i t u d e  t h a t  a C h r i s t i a n  may b e l i e v e  whatever he s o  chooses and s t i l l  be considered a 
loyal Southern Baptist." It added that t he  pr iesthood of t h e  believer "in no way gives 
l i c e n s e  t o  m i s i n t e r p r e t ,  explain away, demythologize ar e x t r a p o l a t e  out elements of t h e  
supe rna tu ra l  from t h e  Bible." 

Marshall-Green, said church members should n e i t h e r  be pas s ive  nor stew i n  anger  
should a pas to r  "attempt t o  l e a d  us erroneously."' 

"Leadership does no t  require int imidat ion,  b u t  empowerment," she  added, no t ing  
t h a t  "church s t a f f  members cannot possibly be priests t o  a l l  members o f  t h e  
congregat ion who need care. A l l  b e l i w e r s  must share i n  t h e  p a s t o r a l  c a r e  of t h e  
f lock."  

..----- . . 

I - 

Lay persons also should "reprove, exhort ,  pray f o r ,  encourage" t h e i r  p a s t o r s  
as needed, she said. . 

The priesthood of the believer does not make f a i t h  "the p r i v a t i z e d  domain of t h e  
i n d i v i d ~ a l , ~  Narshal l -Green s a i d ,  nor does it license a person t o  say. "Nobody can t e l l  
me what t o  believe." 
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But ,  she noted, "... n e i t h e r  c r eeds  nor  confessions, n e i t h e r  pope nor pas to ra l  
a u t h o r i t y  can presume t o  func t ion  as d iv ine  guidance f o r  one's life.'! 

That "does n o t  suggest  t h a t  one has no Lord -- i t  i s  simply concerned t h a t  no 
counc i l ,  creed,  confess ion  o r  presumptuous creep usurp t h e  pos i t i on  t h a t  belongs t o  God 
alone,"  Marshall-Green sa id .  

C h r i s t i a n s  must balance freedom w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  min i s t e r  t o  each o the r  
and t o  t hose  ou t s ide  the f a i t h ,  she said. "God has more t o  say t o  us than  any of u s  
can hear  by ourselves,"  s h e  added. 

The Uptown B a p t i s t  Church of Chicago was se l ec t ed  f o r t h e  forum's second "Church 
of the ye& Award1! for t a c k l i n g  an a r r a y  of urban min i s t r e s  i n  i ts  neighborhood, five 
miles  n o r t h  of t h e  downtown area .  . 

Worship s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  church, encompassing about 500 people, a r e  held i n  seven 
languages. About 150 vo lun tee r s  p a r t i c i p a t e  weekly i n  providing hot  meals, overnight 
s h e l t e r ,  s o b r i e t y  h e l p  and o t h e r  programs t o  some 8,000 people. 

"In order  t o  reach  t h e  c i t i e s ,  i t  t a k e s  a lot of time, a l o t  of hard work,* s a i d  
t h e  church 's  pastor .  J i m  Queen, who grew up in  t h e  a r e a  and re turned  t h e r e  a f t e r  
graduat ing  i n  1975 from Southern B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary. A n  urban church must 
ea rn  c r e d i b i l i t y  by " n i t t y - g r i t t y  s a c r i f i c i a l 1 '  m i n i s t r i e s ,  he sa id .  

Marshall-Green was e l ec t ed  t o  t h e  forum's execut ive committee f o r  a three-year 
term, a long  with Gene Garr ison,  pastor of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, Oklahoma City. Okla.. 
and Ray Spence, p a s t o r  of Second B a p t i s t  Church, Richmond, Va. Richard Groves of 
Winston-Salem, N. C., was e l e c t e d  t o  f i l l  a one-year unexpired term. 

Br ian  Harbour, pas to r  of Immanuel Bap t i s t  Church i n  L i t t l e  Rock, Ark., t h e  
morning's concluding speaker,  s a i d  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention is  " r igh t  i n  t h e  
middle of an i n t e g r i t y  c r i s i s . "  I n  a message on f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  he said ongoing s t r i f e  
i n  t h e  convention prompts times "when it i s  easy t o  g e t  so discouraged t h a t  we want t o  
l eave  the convention. lt 

But f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  Harbour s a id .  r e q u i r e s  "being you and s t ay ing  t r u e  and see ing  it 
through1' u n t i l  harmony r e t u r n s  t o  Southern Bap t i s t  l i f e .  

--3 w- 

By A r t  Toals ton - 1:10 p.m. Monday. 
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WMU Monday Morning 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 12 -- AIDS, abortion and the political controversy in the 
Southern Baptist Convention drew major focus of speakers at the Monday morning session 
of the annual meeting of Woman's Missionary Union. 

Carolyn Weatherford, who retires in September after 14 years as executive director 
of WMU, convention auxiliary, deplored the controversy that has divided the denomination 
for a decade. 

Sylvia Marlene Boothe of Atlanta described the threat of abortion, while Pamela 
P. Plath of Phoenix, Ariz., urged churches to adopt health practices which discourage 
the spread of diseases such as AIDS. 

'1 How do we explain to a lost world observing us that we are not getting along?" 
Weatherford asked. "How do we answer the abominable question -- 'Which side are you 
on? ' 

11 How do missionaries explain to new converts that there is not enough money to 
build a church, or,pay a pastor, or take the good news to others. How does a WMU 
leader explain to a young woman surrendering her life for ministry that some would deny 
her a place to carry out her call?" 

Weatherford drew applause when she said, "1t is imperative that, instead of 
continuing to draw swords and choose sides, we acknowledge that nothing that divides us 
is as important as that which binds us in ~hrist's mandate to call us to go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to all the people." 

The SBC controversy was one of several challenges which Weatherford characterized 
I1 as giants" similar to those described by the Israelites after spying out the promised 

land. 

Other obstacles faced by WMU, said Weatherford, include a weakening of missions 
emphasis in the Convention, a declining percentage of churches with WMU and a leveling 
out of membership. 

Also, she said, WMU magazine subscriptions are at their lowest level since 1986. 

Weatherford said the SBC ~ o r e i ~ n  and Home Mission .Boards were forced to make 
major, life-threatening cuts in their 1989 budgets because goals of the foreign and home 
mission offerings have not been reached since 1981. 

She said elected SBC leadership "continues to come from churches where the 
Cooperative Program is less than 5 percent of the total budget rather than from churches 
where cooperative missions is ,emphasized by Cooperative Program gifts in the 20-30 
percent category." 

Other problems, she said, are poor attendance at the convention sessions on 
missions and the growth of Awana, women's ministries and other organizations with names 
that replace or weaken WMU organizations. 
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Joe Crumpler, pastor of Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, Cincinnati, Ohio, who will 

marry Weatherford August 19, was introduced to the auxiliary. 

Avery T. Willis, Jr., manager of the Leadership Development Section of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board's Church Training Department, presented Weatherford with a copy of 
the new "LifeGuide to Discipleship and Doctrine," a 13-week guide to study of the 
"Disciple's Study Bible ." 

The women learned one of the ways WMU is seeking to insure the funding necessary 
to continue its mission is through the Second Century Fund, a permanent endowment fund. 

Beth Hayworth McClaren of McLean, Va., executive director of the women's 
Department of the Baptist World Alliance, told how the fund has helped strengthen WMU 
leaders in Seoul, Korea, and in Argentina to attend conferences. 

Sydney Portis of Englewood, Colo., executive director of Colorado WMU, told how 
the fund helps support her work. 

Another speaker at the morning session of WMU said 23 million babies have been 
aborted in this country in the 16 years since the Roe v. Wade decision by the United 
States Supreme Court and called on Southern Baptists to volunteer their services in crisis 
pregnancy centers. 

Boothe, coordinator for abortion alternatives for the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board, said America has the most liberal abortion laws in the world. 

"1n many of our states," she said, "a girl under 16 cannot get her ears pierced 
without her parents' permission because it is a surgical procedure, and yet this same 
16-year-old girl can legally have an abortion without her parents' knowledge or 
permission. 

,. . -- 
She said the "second victims of this holocaust are the women of all ages who choose 

abortion as the quick fix. Five, ten, fifteen years later, they are telling us of the 
aftermath of their decisions. They are being heard and ministered to." 

Boothe called on the WMU t o  lead in teaching parents to talk to their children 
about sexuality. 

"We can teach young people what God's Word says about sexuality," she said. "We can 
teach them to stand alone...that they must accept responsibility for their own choices. 

"Let's teach them to date creatively, how to plan a date, how to say 'NO' and not 
be rejected." 

Another speaker urged Southern Baptists to provide a Christian ministry to teenage 
pregnant girls. 

Plath, Mission Service Corps volunteer for the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, 
said, "We are called to care, like Jesus cared, by meeting the needs of people.. . Today, 
few of us will touch the life of a leper, but what about the life of an AIDS victim; 
many will not come face to face with an adulterous woman, but what about a pregnant 
teenager; and while you may not encounter a multitude of children, what about one abused 
or neglected child?" 

Plath, who is healthcare services director of the Central Association of Southern . 
Baptists in Phoenix, told how volunteers are helping to share Christ's love by teaching 
literacy classes, dressing wounds and teaching teenage moms how to care for their babies. 

The women re-elected Marjorie J .  McCullough of Alexandria, La., president of WMU 
for 1989-90, and Pattie T. Dent of Holly Springs, Miss., recording secretary. 

--3o-- 

By Orville Scott--2:25 p.m. Monday 
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The following s t o r i e s  were included i n  
da ted  June 12, 1989. 

Southern B a p t i s t s  i n  Las Vegas 
s e e  350+ ' p rofess ions  of f a i t h  By Joe  Westbury 

L A S  VEGAS, Nev., (BP)--As temperatures hovered i n  t he  mid-90s, about 1.800 
Southern B a p t i s t s  knocked on doors  throughout Las Vegas, Nev., r e g i s t e r i n g  more 
than  350 p ro fe s s ions  of f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t  during t h e  denomination' s l a r g e s t  one-day 
witness ing  e f f o r t .  

Prel iminary r e p o r t s  revea led  team members a l s o  recorded a l i k e  number of 
o t h e r  s p i r i t u a l  dec i s ions ,  r epo r t ed  Howard Ramsey, d i r e c t  o r  of personal  
evangelism f o r  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board. 

The event followed on t h e  h e e l s  of a week of s ta tewide r e v i v a l s  t h a t  szw 
t h e  premiere of m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  w i l l  be used i n  next yea r ' s  llHere's Hope" na t iona l  
simultaneous r e v i v a l s  sponsored by the  board. 

Resu l t s  from t h e  Nevada r e v i v a l s  a r e  slow i n  being repor ted  and  will be 
r e l e a s e d  a s  soon a s  they a r e  compiled, s a id  Richard Harr i s ,  HMB d i r e c t o r  of mass 
evangelism. 

Names of new conver t s ,  a s  w e l l  as people looking f o r  a l o c a l  church, w i l l  
be given t o  l o c a l  Southern Baptist congregations. Many of t h e  ind iv idua ls  are 
expeted t o  become t h e  nucleus of some of t h e  25 new churches t o  be s t a r t e d  t h i s  
year  by the  Nevada B a p t i s t  Convention, Har r i s  s a i d .  

The new church s t a r t s ,  be ing  coordinated by t h e  s t z t e  convention and t h e  
mission board,  d o v e t a i l  w i th  t h e  denomination's goal of having 50,000 churches 
and church-type missions by t h e  yea r  2000 -- an increase  from 37,600 i n  1989. 

During t h i s  y e a r ' s  convention sessions.  HMB and Nevada B a p t i s t  o f f i c i a l s  
a r e  expected t o  announce t h e  launch of 15  of those new congregations. 

Ind iv idua l s  from 38 s t a t e s  and the  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  tb.e 
door-to-door e v a n g e l i s t i c  t h r u s t ,  Ramsey sa id .  

Texas f i e l d e d  t h e  most p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  w i th  178. Hawaii, t h e  most d i s t a n t  
s t a t e ,  r e g i s t e r e d  3 2 i n d i v i d u a l s  wi th  the board, which coordinated t h e  e f f o r t s .  

In  e t h n i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  a group from seve ra l  s t a t e s  represent ing  t h e  
Hispanic B a p t i s t  Pas to r s '  Conference made v i s i t s  in t h e  l a r g e l y  Hispanic s ec t ion  
of Las Vegas. 

Stan Clark,  Mission Serv ice  Corps volunteer  from Toledo, Ohio, s a i d  nea r ly  
100.000 of t h e  c i t y ' s  160,000 households were contacted during t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  
e f f o r t .  Clark and h i s  wi fe ,  Beverly,  have spearheaded t h e  event  l o c a l l y  s ince  
J a n w  ry . 

The s a t u r a ~ i o n  v i s i t a t i o n  was l imi ted  t o  Las Vegas-area neighborhoods and 
avoided t o u r i s t  a r e a s  on t h e  "Str ip"  known f o r  i t s  e labora te  casinos.  Though 
l o c a l  ordinances r e s t r i c t  any s o l i c i t a t i o n  i n s i d e  t h e  establ ishments ,  Ramsey s a i d  
the  e v a n g e l i s t i c  e f f o r t  purposefu l ly  avoided t h e  sidewalks t o  concent ra te  on t h e  
neighborhoods. 

Revivals i n  90 of Nevada's 120 Southern Bap t i s t  churches and missions,  
preceded t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  e f f o r t .  Harr i s  sa id .  The p a r t i a l l y  sponsored 32 f u l l -  
t ime e v a n g e l i s t s  t o  he lp  conduct t h e  rev iva ls ,  whi le  pas tors  and l a y  people from 
around the  count ry  f i l l e d  t h e  remaining p u l p i t s .  

9-3 0-- 

Pressler-Hastey debate 
problems of B a p t i s t  Press By Mark Wingf ield 

LAS VEGAS, Nw.  (BP)--In a debate before t h e  Religion Newswriters Associat ion 
June  10. two Southern B a p t i s t s  agreed problems e x i s t  wi th  B a p t i s t  Press but  
d isagreed  over t h e  d i r e c t i o n  the denominational news se rv i ce  is headed. 

Paul P r e s s l e r ,  a Houston appea ls  cour t  judge and member of t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Executive Committee t h a t  oversees Bap t i s t  Press ,  debated w i t h  Stan Hastey. 
execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Alliance and former ch ief  of the  news 
senrice's Washington bureau. 
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P r e s s l e r  c i t e d  a l i t a n y  of examples of what he c l a s s i f i e d  a s  Bap t i s t  Press  
wrongdoings but concluded t h a t  t h e  news se rv i ce  is improving. Hastey l i s t e d  
examples of ways he f e l t  B a p t i s t  P re s s  showed r e s t r a i n t  i n  10  years  of 
denominational c o n f l i c t  while  contending the news se rv i ce  is  headed toward 
becoming a "publ ic  r e l a t i o n s  machine." 

The format of t h e  debate  allowed each man t o  speak f o r  20 minutes,  followed 
by a question-and-answer time. The most i n t ense  exchange occurred during 
quest ioning.  when P r e s s l e r  r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  opinion t h a t  Bapt i s t  Press  a r t i c l e s  i n  
t h e  pas t  have been t a i n t e d  by t h e  personal convict ions of w r i t e r s .  

P r e s s l e r  d i s t r i b u t e d  87 pages of documentation of what he c a l l e d  f a c t u a l  
e r r o r s  and b i a ses  t h a t  have co lored  pas t  Bap t i s t  Press s t o r i e s  and o the r  a r t i c l e s  
by news se rv i ce  w t i t e r s .  

Among those examples was an e d i t o r i a l  column t i t l e d  "SBC Fundamentalists on 
t h e  March" which Hastey wrote f o r  The Chr is t ian  Century i n  1986 while  s t i l l  a 
denominational employee. Although t h e  a r t i c l e  was not  d i s t r i b u t e d  by Bap t i s t  
Press, P r e s s l e r  s a i d  it i l l u s t r a t e d  the  underlying presupposi t ions Hastey had 
brought t o  h i s  denominational job. 

Hastey said P r e s s l e r  f a i l e d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between news w r i t i n g  and e d i t o r i a l  
w r i t i n g  i n  making t h a t  accusa t ion .  

"That 's  no t  t h e  poin t  I was making." P r e s s l e r  rep l ied .  "The poin t  was t h a t  
t he  presuppos i t ions  and the  frame of re ference  and t he  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  person 
writing w i l l  f r equen t ly  c o l o r  h i s  wri t ing."  

Hastey sa id :  'Would you g ran t  me  t h e  r i g h t  t o  be prejudiced now t h a t  I'm o f f  
t he  denominational payro l l?"  

t'Yes." P r e s s l e r  s a id .  "But I th ink  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you a r e  naw head of t h e  
Southern Bap t i s t  Al l iance  shows t h e  frame of re ference  from which you were 
ope ra t ing  when you were w r i t i n g  f o r  Bap t i s t  Press." 

"I was e n t i t l e d  as a BP writer -- as a Bap t i s t  -- to have an opinion too ,"  
Hastey sa id .  "Denominational employees do not  f o r f e i t  t h e  pr iesthood of t h e  
be l i eve r .  They do n o t  f o r f e i t  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  simply because they ' r e  on t h e  
pay ro l l .  It 

P r e s s l e r  responded: "1 a g r e e  wi th  you. But some people wonder why sometimes 
t h e  B a p t i s t  Press  r e f l e c t s  more i n  favor  of one s i d e  than the o the r .  I th ink  the 
predilections of those  w r i t i n g  i s  f requent ly  the  explanation." 

P r e s s l e r  s a i d  t h a t  a s  a judge he excuses himself from hear ing  cases  where he 
might be b iased  by a personal  i n t e r e s t .  

Likewise, t h e  p r e s s  ought t o  be free of bias. he added, s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
purpose of the  p re s s  is t o  "de l ive r  f a c t s  i n  an unbiased way so  people can make up 
t h e i r  minds about what t h e  t r u t h  is." 

Both Hastey and P r e s s l e r  agreed the BP system faces  p o t e n t i a l  b i a s  because 
denominational employees w r i t e  about t he  ac t ions  of t h e i r  own agencies .  

A s  an example. P r e s s l e r  c i t e d  a late-1970s controversy over Southern Bap t i s t  
Sunday School Board employee Don Burne t t .  I n  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  Nashvi l le  bureau 
of B a p t i s t  P re s s  a t  t h e  Sunday School Board f a i l e d  t o  t e l l  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  about a 
l awsu i t  involv ing  Burne t t ,  he s a i d .  

Hastey countered t h a t  B a p t i s t  Press genera l ly  maintained c r e d i b i l i t y  using 
agency-paid writers u n t i l  those  agencies  began t o  be cont ro l led  by more 
conse rva t ive  t r u s t e e s  and p re s iden t s .  He s a i d  B a p t i s t  Press  determined from i t s  
beginning t o  " t e l l  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  s t o r y  and t e l l  it s t r a i g h t ,  good news and 
bad. 

"Unti l  a few yea r s  ago, B a p t i s t  Press  always could r e l y  on the Executive 
Committee i t s e l f  f o r  t h e  necessary  p ro t ec t ion  any news organiza t ion  must enjoy t o  
preserve  j o u r n a l i s t i c  i n t e g r i t y , "  Hastey said.  *'Over t h e  course of t h e  l a s t  
decade, t h i s  p r o t e c t i v e  i n s u l a t i o n  has been subjec ted  t o  higher  and higher 
temperatures .  bo th  by denominational execut ives  and the Executive Committee 
i t s e l f .  
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. ." 
"The scorching B a p t i s t  P re s s  w r i t e r s  and e d i t o r s  have been tak ing .  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  over t h e  pas taha l f -dozen  years ,  some day w i l l  y i e l d  i nev i t ab ly  what 
its s e v e r e s t  c r i t i c s  want: a public r e l a t i o n s  machine r a t h e r  than a l e g i t i m a t e  
news serv ice ."  

Hastey sa id  t h e  Executive Committee's own meetings have become the most 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  cover.  Only t h e  body's plenary sess ions  a r e  ''on t h e  record." He 
said t h e  most subs t an t ive  debate  occurs  i n  subcommittee meetings t h a t  a r e  covered 
on "background onlyt1 r u l e s ,  meaning r e p o r t e r s  cannot a t t r i b u t e  quotes.  

'*It i s  i n  t h e s e  meetings t h a t  Judge Pres s l e r  has worked the system t o  h i s  
f u l l  advantage, l e v e l i n g  a v a r i e t y  of l a r g e l y  unfounded charges aga ins t  his 
f a v o r i t e  t a r g e t s ,  inc luding  B a p t i s t  Press ,  all under t h e  cover of a r u l e  t h a t  
prevents  reporte;s from quoting o r  even iden t i fy ing  him." 

Hastey sa id  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  e d i t o r s  and the RNA should have challenged t h i s  
procedure long ago. 

"Judge P r e s s l e r l s  game i s  q u i t e  simply in t imida t ion ,"  he said, adding that 
P r e s s l e r  has  i ssued  "constant t h r e a t s "  t o  Bapt i s t  Press  r epo r t e r s  and e d i t o r s ,  
i nc lud ing  f i r i n g .  "Despite this cons tan t  harassment, Bapt i s t  P re s s  personnel have 
maintained remarkable profess iona l i sm i n  continuing t o  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  SBC 
c o n f l i c t  . 

"Baptis t  P re s s  has gone 'out of its way not t o  exacerbate t h e  growing r i f t  
between t h e  two s i d e s  i n  t he  c o n f l i c t , "  he s a id ,  c i t i n g  four  examples, including: 

-- That: B a p t i s t  P re s s  has never  reported on " t i e s  t o  ex t remis t  p o l i t i c a l  
o rganiza t ions*  by P r e s s l e r  and Paige Pat terson.  pres ident  of the  Criswell  Center 
f o r  B i b l i c a l  S tudies  i n  Dal las .  

-- That B a p t i s t  Press has "repeatedly given ground" i n  debate over what 
labels t o  use f o r  t h e  two s i d e s  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t  and f i n a l l y  "gave i n  t o  Judge 
Pres s l e r  . 

"Outright c o n t r o l  of B a p t i s t  P r e s s  has been and remains one of Judge 
P r e s s l e r ' s  h ighes t  p r i o r i t i e s , "  Hastey said. TSe knows, as do a l l  t hose  who work 
f o r  B a p t i s t  Press ,  t h a t  such c o n t r o l  very w e l l  might be t h e  most va luable  s p o i l s  
i n  t h e  w a r  over the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention." 

Hastey spoke from a six-page manuscript. P r e s s l e r  came t o  t h e  podium with a 
t h r e  -inch t h i c k  f i l e  f o l d e r  of information. Throughout P r e s s l e r ' s  p resenta t ion ,  
h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  handed out documentation of his charges aga ins t  Bap t i s t  Press .  

P r e s s l e r  c i t e d  a t  l e a s t  14 inc iden t s ,  including: 

-- Writ ten  s ta tements  by former Bap t i s t  Press  d i r e c t o r  Wilmer C. F i e lds  
c a l l i n g  P r e s s l e r  and o t h e r s  "a d i s s i d e n t  group of fundamentalists." 

-- Recent coverage of g iv ing  t o  t h e  Cooperative Program, t h e  denomination's 
u n i f i e d  budget. P r e s s l e r  read s e v e r a l  headl ines  and noted, "All of these  a r e  bad 
headl ines .  " 

H e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  the Cooperat ive Program has done b e t t e r  i n  r ecen t  months 
than  B a p t i s t  Press r e p o r t s  would l e a d  readers  t o  bel ieve.  "When you have a big 
increase, i t ' s  played down," he s a i d .  

P r e s s l e r  charged t h a t  Cooperative Program r e p o r t s  were downplayed t o  
undermine the l e ade r sh ip  of c u r r e n t  SBC President J e r r y  Vines of J acksonv i l l e ,  
Fla . 

-- That B a p t i s t  Press r epo r t ed  ex tens ive  details about t h e  personal  f inances  
f layman Lee Roberts,  who has  been a c r i t i c  of Georgia's Mercer Univers i ty ,  bu t  

waited t h r e e  months t o  r e p o r t  on f i n a n c i a l  troubles a t  Mercer. 

P r e s s l e r  called on B a p t i s t  Press t o  admit errors, apologize when mistakes are  
discovered and t o  r ep re sen t  a l l  Southern Baptists "positively and f a i r l y . "  

When asked i f  he  wanted t o  purge cu r ren t  leadersh ip  i n  B a p t i s t  Press ,  
P r e s s l e r  r ep l i ed :  "1 don ' t  want t o  s e e  (Bapt is t  P re s s  director) A1 Shackleford 
f i red .  I want A1 Shacklef rd  t o  be f a i r  and t o  l i s t e n  t o  t he  t h e r  side." -- 30 -- 
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HMB d i r e c t o r s  lament ' i nequ i t ab l e  ' 
CP budget. ask change next  year  By Mark Wingf i e l d  

ATLANTA (BPI--southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board d i r e c t o r s  have c a l l e d  t h e  
convent ion 's  proposed 1989-90 u n i f i e d  budget "inequitable" but decl ined t o  
recommend changes t h a t  might be d i v i s i v e .  

A r epo r t  on t h e  Cooperative Program budger was approved by t h e  board 's  
execu t ive  committee dur ing  i t s  June  meeting. It was presented by Brad Allen of 
Duncan. Okla.. chairman of an ad hoc committee appointed t o  d r a f t  a response t o  
t h e  1989-90 budget proposed by t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Executive Committee. 

The denominational budget must be approved by messengers"to t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention annual meeting i n  Las Vegas. Nev.. June 13-15. The proposed 
1989-90 budget. which j o i n t l y  funds two mission boards,  s i x  seminaries  and 11 
o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  agencies ,  would channel nearly $1 mi l l i on  l e s s  t o  t h e  Atlanta-based 
HMB next  year than this year .  

"The proposed SBC Cooperative Program budget is  inequ i t ab l e  t o  t h e  Home 
Mission Board," t h e  r e p o r t  s a id .  "However, the  subcommittee f e e l s  t h a t  the  
approach of b r ing ing  a s u b s t i t u t e  motion a t  t h e  convention i n  Las Vegas t o  co r r ec t  
t h i s  i nequ i ty  would be counterproduct ive t o  t he  Home Mission Board and i t s  work." 

Al len  sa id  d i r e c t o r s  w i l l  ab ide  by t h e  SBC Executive Committee's dec is ion  but  
w i l l  d r a f t  a l e t t e r  "pleading w i t h  them t o  co r r ec t  t h i s  inequi ty" i n  t h e  next 
budget year.  

The Executive Committee, dur ing  i t s  February meeting, proposed a new approach 
t o  t h e  Cooperative Program bas i c  ope ra t ing  budget, moving from a goal-oriented 
budget t o  one based on performance. 

The 1989-90 budget c a l l s  f o r  a goal of $134.787.543 -- t h e  amount of a c t u a l  
r e c e i p t s  i n  t he  l a s t  year  of r eco rd ,  1987-88. It represents  a 2.05 percent  
decrease  from t h e  1988-89 basic ope ra t ing  budger of $137,610,000. 

In  o the r  ac t ion .  board members e l ec t ed  Danny Moore of At lan ta  as d i r e c t o r  of 
t h e  bus iness  s e r v i c e s ,  d i v i s i o n  r ep lac ing  Charles Stewart. who was e l ec t ed  
d i r e c t o r  of mission property.  Stewart rep laces  Charles Elder, who w i l l  take early 
re t i rement .  Moore is  a n a t i v e  of Dothan, M a . ,  and worked 21  years as a manager 
for IBM. 

Pres ident  Lar ry  Lewis repor ted  on progress toward reducing t h e  cu r r en t  HMB 
budget by $8.2 mi l l i on .  The r educ t ions  a r e  due pr imari ly  t o  a s h o r t f a l l  of income 
from l a s t  y e a r ' s  Annie Armstrong E a s t e r  Offer ing f o r  Home Missions, t h e  
a n t i c i p a t e d  decrease i n  nex t  y e a r ' s  Cooperative Program funding and absence of 
excess  reserve  funds t h a t  have supplemented i t s  budget i t  recent  years .  

Lewis s a id  $5.9 m i l l i o n  has  been cu t  from the  Atlanta  budget. Another 
$700,000 was cu t  by n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  s t a t e  conventions t o  delete p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  
have been vacant f o r  several yea r s ,  he sa id .  

Because t h e  budget must s t i l l  be  reduced by $1.6 mi l l ion ,  Lewis s a i d ,  "we'l l  
be taking a hard look a t  our  work he re  i n  Atlanta  and i n  t he  s t a r e s . "  

--3 0-- 

WMU approves budget. 
s e t s  o f f e r i n g  goa l s  By Susan Todd 

LAS VEGAS. Nev. '(BPI -- The executive board of Southern Bap t i s t  Woman's 
Missionary Union i n  its June 10 meeting approved a record budget and s e t  upcoming 
home and fo re ign  mission offering goals  during its June 10 meeting. 

But one a c t i o n  t h a t  was absen t  was t h e  election of a n a t i o n a l  WMU execut ive  
d i r e c t  or  t o  succeed Carolyn Weatherf ord,  who will r e t i r e  Sept . 1 and marry C inc inna t i  
p a s t o r  J o e  Crumpler. 

Even though t h e  search  committee had hoped t make an announcement by t h i s  
meeting. Nat ional  WMU Pres ident  Marjor ie  McCullough said the committee d i d  not want 
t o  be rushed as it  makes t h e  dec i s ion .  The committee has no pro jec ted  announcement 
da te .  she said. 

The board adopted a record budget of $11,450.568 f o r  1989-90. The new budget 
represents a 3.7 percent .increase from the  current budget of $11.1 mil l ion.  
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Board members a l s o  voted t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  goal of t h e  1989 L o t t i c  Moon Christmas 
Offer ing  f o r  Foreign Missions from $76.5 mi l l ion  t o  $81 mill ion.  The decis ion  t o  
inc rease  t h e  goal  stemmed from t h e  r ecen t  announcement t h a t  $78.7 mi l l i on  had been 
rece ived  f o r  t h e  1988 L o t t i e  Moon Ch,ristmas Offering. 

Although t h e  1988 o f f e r i n g  r e c e i p t s  f e l l  sho r t  of t h e  $84 mi l l i on  goal ,  t h e  
f i g u r e  does r ep re sen t  a 12.7 percent  increase  more than the  o f f e r i n g  taken i n  1987. 

The board a l s o  s e t  o f f e r i n g  goals f o r  1990. The L o t t i e  Moon Christmas Offer ing  
goal i s  $86 mi l l i on ,  and the  goal  f o r  t h e  Annie Armstrong Eas te r  Offer ing f o r  Home 
Missions i s  $41 m i l l i o n .  

A new pub l i ca t ion  was introduced during t h e  meeting. "Magazette" w i l l  be 
published by WMLT f p r  the  Southern B a p t i s t  min i s t e r ' s  wives organizat ion.  

--3 0-- 

By Susan Todd--4:00 p.m. - 

Follow des t iny ,  f a i t h ,  
Allen exhor ts  women By Brenda J. Sanders 

LAS VEGAS. Nev. (BPI--Southern Bap t i s t  women should be p e o p l e  of des t iny  and 
f a i t h ,  more than 100 p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Women i n  Ministry annual 
meeting i n  Las Vegas, Nev., were t o l d .  

"If  you can h e l p  b r i n g  t h e  joys  of Jesus Chris t  t o  a l l  t h e  people of t h e  world, 
s t a r t i n g  r i g h t  he re  i n  t h i s  c i t y ,  among t h i s  people and t h i s  convention, you w i l l  have 
performed a g r e a t  s e rv i ce , "  s a i d  Catherine Allen, a s s o c i a t e  execut ive d i r e c t o r  of t h e  
Southern Bap t i s t  Womanls Missionary Union. "And then going f o r t h  from t h i s  meeting. i f  
your s t r e n g t h  can h e l p  u n t i e  t h e  ropes of a l imi t ed  gospel t h a t  w i l l  bind women t o  t h e  
pews, then you w i l l  have performed your mission." 

History shows t h a t  t h e  cause and methods of missions have been advanced through 
t h e  determined e f f o r t s  of women, s a i d  Allen: Women do shape Bap t i s t  h i s to ry .  Our 
handpr in ts  a r e  i n d e l i b l y  impressed on the bes t  and most beau t i fu l  f ea tu re s  of Southern 
B a p t i s t  l i f e  today ." 

She a l s o  noted: "Southern B a p t i s t s  cannot a f fo rd  t o  keep export ing our l eade r sh ip  
of women i n t o  o t h e r  denominations and i n t o  secularism. And t o  contemporary women such 
as yourselves whom might be contemplat ing such a s h i f t .  I w i l l  say you cannot a f fo rd  t o  
be exported,  because God cal led you i n  t h i s  denomination. and I s e r i o u s l y  doubt t h a t  it 
would be i n  God's p lan  and wisdom f o r  you t o  leave  such a despera te ly  needy f i e ld . "  

O f f i c e r s ,  e l e c t e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  meeting by the  group's s t e e r i n g  committee, w i l l  
s e rve  through t h e  coming year .  They are Betty Winstead McGary, min i s t e r  t o  a d u l t s ,  
South Main B a p t i s t  Church. Houston. Texas. president ;  Nancy Furgerson Cole. m i n i s t e r  of 
music. Hanley Road B a p t i s t  Church, S t .  Louis. Mo., v i ce  pres ident ;  Donna Charlton- 
S t a rkes ,  a s s o c i a t e  pas to r .  Tropicana Chr is t ian  Fellowship, Las Vegas, t r e a s u r e r ;  Carol 
Causey. t r a i n i n g  des igner ,  WMU, Birmingham. Ala., recorder;  Carolyn Cole Bucy, m i n i s t e r  
of youth. Lake Shore B a p t i s t  Church. Waco. Texas, program chairman: and Sheila Black. 
d i r e c t o r  of church and community min i s t r i e s .  Mecklenburg Bap t i s t  Association. 
Cha r lo t t e ,  N.C., membership chairman. 

The 
"pro jec t  
seminary 

women adopted a motion i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e i r  s t e e r i n g  committee t o  appoint  a 
committeen which would explore  ways t o  promote the  inc lus ion  of women i n  
curriculum. 

--3 0-- 

China Update 6/9/89 
, +. 

NOTE TO EDITORS: Photos relating t o  this storp and o thers  about t h e  situation 
in China and Hong Kong will be mailed as they are received by Baptiet Pres s4  
foreign bureau i n  Richmond. C a l l  bureau chief Bob Stanley or naps editor 
Erich Bridges a t  (804)  353-0151 fo r  information. 

'Emotionally drain d' students 
leave Beij ing:  hope t o  return By Michael Chute 

HONG KONG (BPI--Not wanting t o  leave  Be i j i ng  but not wanting to be 
stranded e i t h e r ,  two Southern Baptist s tudents  boarded a plane at the crowded 
Beij ing I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Airp rt June 8 and arrived safely i n  Hong Kong. 
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~ A s i r a t i o n  and g r i e f  over even t s  inside China l i n e d  t h e  f aces  of t he  
two s tuden t s  -- Jay Templeton and Jana Clayton -- a s  they met family and 
f r i e n d s  i n  Hong Kong. 

Both expressed mixed emotions about leav ing  Bei j ing  and said they want 
t o  r e t u r n  t o  China as soon as the  s i t u a t i o n  there stabilizes. 

"I never f e l t  l i k e  we should l eave  i n  t h e  first place," s a i d  Templeton, 
of Kingsland. Texas, who hopes t o  r e t u r n  t o  China t h i s  f a l l .  Clayton added 
t h a t  t h e  dec i s ion  t o  evacuate  all Americans from China was "bizarre"  and 
c a l l e d  r e p o r t s  of danger t o  f o r e i g n e r s  "a l i t t l e  exaggerated." 

But both admitted mainland news r e p o r t s  of t h e  violence were understated 
by t h e  Chinese media. 

"Inside China we d i d n ' t  g e t  all t h e  f a c t s .  We only got Chinese news," 
s a i d  Clayton. who is  from Longmont, Colo. "China needs t o  know t h e  truth. 
The world knows bu t  t h e  Chinese people themselves don't." 

Templeton has another year on h i s  two-year con t r ac t  t o  study Chinese a t  
t h e  Second Foreign Language I n s t i t u t e  i n  Be i j i ng  under sponsorship of 

C o o p r a t i v e  Services I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  a Southern Bap t i s t  organizat ion.  
Clayton. also sponsored by CSI. had almost finished her  twoyear s t i n t  at t h e  
i n s t i t u t e .  

The dec i s ion  t o  leave  B e i j i n g  was "painful but we f e l t  t h a t  most of 
those  w were a h e l p  row had already l e f t  t he  language i n s t i t u t e ,  s a i d  
Clayton. The two Americans a l s o  worried t h a t  they "might be i n  t h e  way" of 
t h e i r  Chinese f r i e n d s  and acquaintances.  "By pro tec t ing  us  they might be 
endangering t h e i r  own l ives , I t  Clayton explained. 

"Staying t h e r e  t o  he lp  t h e  people would be use less , "  concluded 
Templeton. 

Templeton and Clayton gave eyewitness accounts of events  i n  China. 
Although many Chinese s t u d e n t s  were no t  involved i n  the pro-democracy 
demonstrations,  the two said,  most ntudents  made t r i p s  t o  Tiananmen Square i n  
t h e  days p r i o r  t o  t h e  bloody army a t t a c k  on s tudent  demonstrators there .  

"But we d i d n ' t  go down t h e r e  aga in  a f ter  t h e  S ta tue  of L ibe r ty  ('Goddess 
of Democracy1 b u i l t  by Chinese s t u d e n t s )  was e rec ted  o r  the v io l ence  
s t a r t ed . "  explained Templeton. 

A s  pro-democracy Chinese demonstrations successfu l ly  ha l t ed  t h e  progress  
of one convoy of t rucks  on the  boulevard i n  f r o n t  of t h e  language i n s t i t u t e .  
fe l low Chinese s t u d e n t s  and t eache r s  asked Templeton t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  
s o l d i e r s .  

"They l i t e r a l l y  pushed mo to the back of one of t h e  trucks and t h e r e  I 
was looking a t  a t ruckload  of s o l d i e r s  point ing guns at me," he reca l l ed .  
Not s u r e  what t o  say. Templeton s a i d  he merely s t a t e d ,  "The eo lde r s  love t h e  
Chinese ~ t u d e n t s . ~  which evoked l a u g h t e r  from t h e  crowd. 

*,. . "I t o l d  them t h a t  working though peaceful ends was a much b e t t e r  

s o l u t i o n .  When I f i n i s h e d  someone sa id .  'See, even t h e  foreigner 
underetanda. '  One s o l d i e r  c l o s e  t o  me smiled. He was the  only one t h a t  I 
saw show any emotion. " 

Clayton added t h a t  ehe  "knew we shouldn't  get involved but  we wanted t o  
gee what was going on. We decided t o  leave tha t  area because it was g e t t i n g  
very t ense ,"  

They t o l d  of vivid ecanes on Beij ing  r t r e e t o  as molditre beat e tudents  
and s tuden t s  threw rocks at convoys of army t r ucks  and marching s o l d i e r s .  

Clayton witnessed a verbal confronta t ion  between a l a r g e  group of 
s tuden t  demonstrators and a smaller group of soldiers. Beside the street. a 
peasant woman was "digging on her rows of onions i n  t h e  midst of a11 t h i s .  
There were s t u d e n t s  and s o l d i e r s  a l l  around her but ah was t o t a l l y  ign  r i n g  
it. She ac ted  l i k e  t h e r e  wasn't  another  person anywhere around." 
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Paranoia gripped the  Chinese =tudents  a f t e r  mar t i a l  law was declared Hay 
20, t h e  two Americans sa id .  U n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ,  Tiananmen Square was "a b ig  , 

par ty ,"  s a i d  Templeton. "It was a very f e s t i v e  mood there." 

Af t e r  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of m a r t i a l  law. "They were not wanting t o  t a l k  t o  
fo re igne r s  then." Clayton sa id .  "A l o t  of people, e spec i a l ly  o lde r  people. 
remember t h e  Cultural Revolution, 80 I don't blame them." 

Both sa id  t h e  Chinese s tuden t  demonstrators '  idea  of democracy and what 
Americans th ink  of democracy a r e  d i f f e r e n t  . 

"People weren't  wanting t o  overthrow the  government," Templeton 
explained.  'W-hen they  t a lked  about democracy, they were t a l k i n g  about reform 
wi th in  the  Communist Party.  They wanted t o  be loyal t o  t he  government, l o y a l  
t o  t h e  pa r ty ,  and t h e r e f o r e  l o y a l  t o  China. 

"But now a f t e r  t h e  violence.  ... It 's a r e a l l y  crazy time now. Nobody 
understands what t h e  government i s  doing and why." 

Language i n s t i t u t e  p f f i c i a l e  took t h e  two Southern Bap t i s t  s tuden t s  t o  

t h e  Holiday Inn  Lido h o t e l  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of Bei j ing  t o  await a f l i g h t  
out .  Lodging was arranged by a Chr i s t i an  businessman r e s id ing  i n  t h e  hotel 
complex. 

Clayton s a i d  a " l o t  of good lguanxil  ( r e l a t i onsh ips )  and mirac les ,  and a 
l o t  of prayer  going up helped us ge t  out." The two had confirmed f l i g h t  
r e s e r v a t i o n s  on June  10 but: were a b l e  t o  g e t  on an e a r l i e r  Dragon A i r  
f l i g h t .  

Now safe i n  Hong Kong. they  are j u s t  begining t o  dea l  v i t h  t h e  pent-up 
emotions of the  p a s t  few weeks. The over r id ing  emotion is helplessness. 

" A l l  our f r i endsh ips ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi th  t h e  Chinese, ended i n  an abrupt 
waysn Clayton sa id .  "There j u s t  wasnl t  any more time. I'm not  t h e r e  now t o  
do anything e l s e .  

ltUany of t h e s e  people I ' l l  never  see again. There wasn't even time t o  
exchange addresses  and phone numbers. But they're all i n  God's hands. By 
f a i t h  t hey ' r e  going t o  be taken  c a r e  of." 

Both young people s a i d  they  are not  emotionally ready t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  
United S ta t e s .  They w i l l  s t a y  i n  Hong Kong t o  s e e  what opt ions might be 
a v a i l a b l e .  

"I c a l l e d  my p a r e n t s  and t o l d  them I ' m  not  ready t o  come home r i g h t  
now," Clayton said. "I want t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  is s t i l l  something I can do f o r  
China o r  t h e  C h i n e ~ e . ~  

Templeton, whose p a t e n t s  a r e  Southern B a p t i s t  missionaries  i n  Hong Kong, 
'7 - 
i s  concerned f o r  those  he left behind. 'We have no idea what ie going t o  
happen t o  t he  Chinese f r i e n d s  we l e f t  i n  Be i j i ngmW he lamented. "China has 
no c e r t a i n t y  r i g h t  now. 

"Even dur ing  t h e  s tuden t  s t r i k e s ,  we s a i d  we '11 be here  ( i n  Bei j ing) .  
Now we're gone and our f r i e n d s  are sca t t e r ed .  Once t h e  violence s t a r t e d .  
t h e i r  world was sha t t e r ed .  For many t h e i r  future i s  gone. 

"All they ' re  t a l k i n g  about now is  a way t o  get out of t he  country. A 
lot of people are suffering, i n  despa i r .  and looking for hope. I feel  we 
needed t o  be t h e r e  longer  to tell people where our hope is  coming from."* 

--3 b- 
(Based i n  Hong Kong, Chute i s  Bap t i s t  Ress oversees correspondent f o r  Asia 
and the Pacific.) 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Rapha Luncheon 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 1 2  -- Adrian Rogers. past pres ident  of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention, emphasized the t h r e a t  of depression t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  Monday a t  a f r e e  
luncheon f o r  Southern B a p t i s t  pas to r s  and t h e i r  spouses a t  t h e  Las Vegas Hilton.  
Nothing is  more d e b i l i t a t i n g  t o  t h e  Chr i s t i an  l i f e  than  depression,  s a i d  Rogers. pas to r  
of Bellevue B a p t i s t  Church i n  Memphis. Tenn.. and keynote speaker a t  t h e  luncheon 
sponsored by Rapha. a n a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  organiza t ion  that provides in-hospi ta l  and 
out -pa t ien t  counsel ing programs. . 

Rapha accep t s  r e f e r r a l s  from pas to r s  and family members, as wel l  as doctors  and 
counse lors ,  It has t rea tment  c e n t e r s  i n  F lor ida ,  Georgia, Texas. Nevada and I l l i n o i s .  

The luncheon program included a b r i e f  desc r ip t ion  of t h e  fo r -p ro f i t  o rganiza t ion  
by i ts pres ident .  Robert McGee. as we l l  a s  personal tes t imonies  by Southern Baptists 
whose family members have rece ived  t reatment  through Rapha. 

I n  add i t i on ,  m a t e r i a l s  were d i s t r i b u t e d  t h a t  included endorsements of t h e  
organiza t ion  by indiv idua la  i nc lud ing  J e r r y  Vines, SBC pres ident  and pas tor  of F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church of Jackgomri l le ,  Fla.;  Bailey Smith, Atlanta-based evangel is t :  Larry 
Lewis, prenident  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission Board i n  At lan ta ;  J h y  Draper, 
p a s t o r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Euless. Texs; Lewis A. Drummond, pres ident  of 
Southeastern Baptist Theological  Seminary in Wake Forest .  N.C.: Ed Young, pas to r  of 
Second B a p t i e t  Church of Houaton; and Fred Wolfe. pagtor  of Cottage Hill Baptist Church 
i n  Mobile, Ala. 

Speaking on depress ion  in t h e  minis try.  Rogers pointed t o  t h r e e  old Testament 
prophets  -- Moses, E l i j a h  and Jonah -- who were a f f e c t e d  by depreseion. 

He s a i d  a l l  t h r e e  men faced  t h e  problems of being phys i ca l ly  worn out ,  emotional ly 
wrought up and s p i r i t u a l l y  run down. 

'The min i s t ry  is  n o t  immunity," Rogers sa id .  warning those  present  aga ins t  taking 
t h e i r  eyes from the Lord and working i n  t h e  f l e s h .  

:.In t h e  case  of each of t h e  t h r e e  prophets,  Rogers s a id ,  God gave a provis ion  f o r  
overioming depression.  

God gave Mores a way out of t h e  phyaical demands t h a t  were placed upon him, he 
said. 

"The preacher  who i s  always a v a i l a b l e  isn't worth much when he is," he sa id .  
God provided E l i j a h  w i t h  a vaca t ion .  Rogers said. 

"A l o t  of t h e  time. we get i n  a journey t h a t  God d idn ' t  assign us." he  sa id .  
adding t h a t  rest is commanded of God. 

With Jonah. God provided a wpastoriumu i n  the form of a whale. Rogers s a id .  The 
s t a y  i n  t h a t  parsonage provided Jonah wi th  perspect ive.  

--3 *- 
By Kathy Palen -- 3:30 p.m. Monday 
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Committee To Present Virginia Memorial 
The Virginia Baptist Memorial adopted hidax, Christine Gregory of Danvillc, to support the work generously . . . Wc 

by messengers in its 1788 Baptist General Carl W. Johnson of Richmond and Wil- earnestly dcsire a relationship in which no 
Association annual meeting will be prc- liam L Lurnpkin of Norfolk. fiction-right or left-can be arbitraq 
sentcd to the 1989 annud meeting of the Jones and Reginald M. McDonbugh, and or~lusiona~." 
Southern Baptist &mention in Vegu. BGA' executive director. served on the Five "ISSUCS for Consideration and Rc- 

After four meetings in three months, committee as exofficio mcrnbers. sponsc" arc identified in the Memorial in 
Virginia Baptists* Denominationd Crisis The Report of the President's T'k Force which BGAV messcngcrs "urge the mcs- 
Committee has shepherded the report ,on the Denominational Crisis identified scngcrs to the SBC to consider and re- 
through the Southern Baptist Executive six areas of strerr in denominational life spond . . . ." 
Committee, initiated a setics of doctrinal and ptesentcd recommendations for deal- The f ~ s t  of the fiw issues postd for con- 
articles which arc appearing in the Re- ing with them. . sidention and response calls for "the SBC 
ligious Herald, and scheduled several "lis- First Five to maintain its historic rclationship with 
tcning sessions" to be held throughout the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af- 
Virginia during August. me first five prwided a means for fairs (BJCPA) and continue to fund its 

BGAV to give direct support to the em- ministries." 
A Major Force battled Baptist Joint Committee on Public I 

A second issuc is that the SBC develop 
The 11-mernbet committee. the result Afiirs; sirnplificd the pmnr by which a a p,m pnmitdng a church I,on CoIIXiCnCE 

of d fb r t~  by state Baptist Icaders to address Virginia Baptist church might, for reasons grounds, to choose to omit from its Co- 
thc 10-year-old theological and political of conxicnce, limit its financial participa- opcrativc Program gifts selected SBC bud- 
controversy in the Southern Baptist Con- tion regarding agencics or institutions; get items through a carefully-dtvcloped 
vcntion, has emerged as a major force in urged the adoption of a report on thco* plan similar to the BGAV negative dcsig. 
Virginia's t s p o n x  to the denominational logical education which mggested the nation procedure:, 

BGAV postpone the establishment of a crisis. 
"I'm happy at the my in which the in Virginia; dtcrcd the status of Emphasis on Thcologiul Educltion :" 

committee is functioning and I feel good SBC Executive Committcc members who Theological education is the third issue 
at what we're about," said Committee sctvc on theGcnctd Board, making them and the appeal is that the SBC foster' 
Chairman Neal T.Jones. "I'm eagerly an- ex offcio without wting privilcgcs; and theological education marked by "serious 
ticipating the rcsults of the committee's encouraged the BGAV to suggest two per- academic scholarship; openncss of inquiry 
work." sons to serve on the SBC Committec on that encourages independent investigation 

Thc crisis committee had its genesis in Comrnittecs. of the truth; balancc in thcological ap- 
a meeting of BGAV officers in August A final re~ommendation resulted from proach: [and] responsible freedom within 
1988. Jones, pastor of Columbia Church the task force's judgment that "A new style the bounds of historic Baptist confessions 
in Mls Church and BGAV president at the of life for Southern Baptists-one of CO- of faith." ' 

time, called the meeting, saying it operation with integrity, mutual consulta- A call for the SBC praidcnt to "appoint 
"dcsigacd to discuss concerns raised by tion and uniry in diversity-is the only way to membership on the 1989 SBC Cornmit- 
some Virginia Baptists and to. mtkipa.tc to ensure survival of our unique denomi- m on Committees those persons proposed 
action that might be taken" at the 1788 national system." by the BGAV" was the fourth issue idtn- 
meeting of the Gcncral' Association. Out of this recognition, the task force tificd. 

recommtnded that the Gcncral Associa- , The frfth issue to bc addressed is "a ncw Most Crucial Action tion elcct "the ancient Baptist means of style of rcbing bc dcvelopcd on the part- 
What 's * the formal mutual comrnunirnrion, a Me- nership principle so that genuine haling cmcial action wrr the formation of morid, to addrcs our partner and identify may take place and admnce be achieved 

what became known as the Proidcntos 
our in our coqpemtive mission enterprise.'' 

%k Egtcc on  the Denominational Crisis. 
The mandate of the committee, whose Memorial Note httncrship Relations Committee Tmk 
members were selected by Jones. was "to Thc Manorial begins by noting that Since The assigned purpose of the Dcnomina- 
prepare a positive statement to 1845 ". . . Virginia B q t h  have km in a tioml Crisis Committee nnr "to continue 
the principles that haw: historically pvcncnhip relationship with our mtsionaty . to study the relationship of the BGAV 
characterized Virginia Baptists and to Baptist brothas and siitcn throughout the with the Southern Baprist Convention; 
declare the basis of our coopemtion!.' Sou&ern Baptist Commtion.'"t laments represent the BGAV in discussion with 

By the t h e  that t u k  force held fint the present SBC &U and pleads for "the SBC officiJ; report dmlopments to 
& t i n g  on Septrmbn 9, its membership m d u t i o n  bcmccs~ parcncd' which has 0GAV consdnknciu through the Rdi- 
of "recognized Virginin Baptist laden" historically chmctcrizcd the SBC and state * gions Herald; and report to thc 1999 and ' 
consisted of Clingcnpccl, pastor of Fmk- general assiatioru d conventions. 1p0 annual meetings of the BGAV with ' 

fin Church, Franklin, ,who aru selected to "We desire to'continuc to carty out qur recommendations as it deems necessary.*' 
chair he committee, and four former p r r  f the partnership." the Memorial The Report' of the pr&idcntls ~ i s k  hrce 
WAS' prmidents: William J. w b i d  states, "to mopcrate with inttgity; and vrr wmhcLningly apprmd by mu- 



sengcrs at the 1988 BGAV meeting. By a 
show of hands, approximately 85 percent 
of the messengers adopted the rccommen- : 
dations made by the task force. 

Only one change was made in the rc- 
port. James White, pastor of First Church, 
Newport News, mwcd to amend the last 
paragraph. Aftcr debate, messengers ap- 
p r m d  the change, 

The new paragraph reads: "We believe 
the Cooperative Program was God's pro- 
vision in an earlicr dilemma. It has, since 
its adoption, been the great common 
ground from which Southern Baptists 
launched their mission endeavors. How 
tragic it would bc to scc our task of reach- . 
ing and changing our world for Christ 
disrupted by uncooperative and unrcspon- 
sivc attitudes. We believe that both the 
pcrcent of rcccipts for SBC causes and the : 
priorities of the total Cooperative Program 
should be scrutinized prayerfully.@@ 

Jean Woodmrd of Richmond. a formcr 
president of Virginia WMU, was elected 
BGAV president at the same annual meet- 
ing. It bccame hcr responsibility to name thc 
newly-authorized nine-member crisis com- 
mittee. to serve until Novcmbcr 11, 1730. 

Pleas for Fairness 
She rccdved a number of pleas for "fair- 

ness" in her appointmcnts. a concern she 
said she took "very seriously." 

In January 1783, Mrs. Wdward  m e d  
NealJones to chair thc cornrnittcc, which 
became known as 'The Committee on the 
Denominational Crisis:' 

Thrcc rncmbers-Clingcnpecl, Cumbic 
and Lumpkin-had servcd on the task 
force the year before. Others named were 
Lewis T, Booker, a Richmond attorney and 
lcgal counsel for the ~enc ra l  Board; Alma, 
Hunt of Roanoke. rctircd executive dircc- 
tor of WMU. SBC; Bob D. Lynch. pastor 
of First Church, Gate City; John W. Pat- 
terson, director of missions for Peninsula 
Association; and James H. Slatton, pastor 
of River Road Church, Richmond. 

Mrs. Woodward and McDonough h;ve 
served as ex officio members. 

"' Critics Express Thcmselvcs 
The crisis committee has not been with- 

out its criti~s, It held its first meeting on 
February 8 m discuss plans to present the 
Memorial to the SBC Executitrc Commit- 
tee, Eebruary 20.21, the initial step in the 
agreed-upon process to brig the dccumcnt 
to thc m-ngen to the Jum SBC meting. 

During this time, a dotument highly 
JUM 1, 1989 

critical of the Mcmorial began circulating centrality of Christ, liberty of conscicnrc. 
in the state. T. C. Pinckney of Alexandria, autonomy of the local church, pricsthood 
a member of the SBC Executive Commit- of the belicvcr, the non-creedal nature of 
tce. told the Rc/&ious Heraidthat h e m s  . Baptists. voluntary conncctionalism, scp- 
coordinatind the distribution of the op- aration of Church and State, theological 
posing document, although he said the ini- education, freedom and cooperation, and 
tiative for so doink had not been his. thc role and authority of scripture. 

'@A number ofpeople felt after last 
~ovcrnbc; '~ General Association annual 
meeting that the Tprk Force Report and 
Memorial needed response," said Pinck- 
ncy. a retired US. Air hrcc general. "It tkls 
piepa~cd and the final dnft wu sent to me 
and others for response and suggestions." 

Pinckncy later said it had been signcd 
by 713 laypersons. 36 church Gaff mcm- 
bers and 84 senior putors. 

Listening Sessions 
Another recent crisis comrnittcc actiur~ i s  

the decision to hold "listening sessions" in 
xvcrd locations around thc state. Although 
no dates haw been set. McDonough has 
said thcy will bc held during a 10-day 
period near thc'end of August. The corn- 

. mittcc's dcsirc, he said, is to solicit as much 
response as possible from Virginia Baptists. 

"We are looking forward to the listcn- 
Agreed To Print Report 

During its February mecting. thc Ex- 
ecutive Committee agreed to print the . 
Memorial-and the opposition statement 
-in thc Book of Reports, which is dis- 
tributed to all SBC rnesxngcrs priot to the 
annual meeting. 

The Exccutiw Committee alw, approved 
the formation of a committee to "accept 
a11 responses" of Southern Baptists. That 
committee will be named by Executive 
Gmmittcc Chairman Charks Sullivan ' 

and submitted for rcsponsc to the corn- 
mittee at itsJune 12 meeting just prior to 
the SBC. 

Sctics of Articles 
In its most recent meetings the crisis 

committee has initiated a %tics of articlcs. 
appearing in the Re/igiorrr Hcrdd, related 
to "Virginia Baptist idnls." 

Scheduled to run through August. the 
articlcs are addressing such issues is the 

ing sessions becausc wc feel likc that will 
k true grzsrimts participation," Joncs also 
notcd. "We wlcomc the opinions and will 
carefully consider them in our work." 

In some wys  the culmination of thc 
crisis carnmittcc*~ work will come during 
the presentation of the Memorial at thc' 
SBC annual meeting next month. 

Desire for Dialogue 
Both McDonough and Jona haw s u e d  

that the purpose of the Memorial is a 
"dtsire for dialogue" among Baptists to 
find a solution to the differences that 
divide thcm. They emphasize it is not an 
attempt to threaten the national con- 
vention. 

If messengers in Las Vegas refer the 
Memorial to the SBC Exccutivc Commit* 
tee for study and subscqucnt report, thc 
Denominational Crisis .Committee will 
continue to work with that group in the 
months ahead. 

Chesapeake Church Burns Note 
Elizabeth Rim Church, Chesapeake, rtmntly burned the mortgage note on its facilities. h r -  
ticipting (left to right) H i 9  Privott, oldet dncon; Bobby Powell. chairman of dmcons; 
and J. Michael Wilkins, pastor. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Campus Minis te rs  Monday 

LAS VEGAS, Nev. June 1 2  -- Members of the  Associat ion of Southern Bap t i s t  Campus 
Mini s t e r s  e l ec t ed  a s tudent  d i r e c t o r  from Texas as the i r  new p res iden t  Monday and heard 
a r e p o r t  on t h e  s t a t u s  of f u t u r e  p ro j ec t s .  

Raye Nel l  Dyer, d i r e c t o r  of B a p t i s t  s tudent  work a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Texas 
Medical Branch i n  Galveston, was e l e c t e d  president  by acclamation. 

Other o f f i c e r s  chosen were Woody Hammett, d i r e c t o r  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of South 
Caro l ina ,  p res ident -e lec t ;  Tana Clement, coordinator  of s tudent  work f o r  metropol i tan 
S t .  Louis,  v i c e  p re s iden t  f o r  programs; Otey Enoch, coordinator  f o r  metropol i tan 
Port land,  Ore.. v i c e  pres ident  f o r  adminis t ra t ion ;  Dwain Gregory, s tudent  d i r e c t o r  a t  
United S t a t e s  A i r  Force Academy, v i c e  pres ident  f o r  membership; and Ginny Bridges,  of 
Samford Universi ty .  Birmingham. Ala., v i c e  president  for  publ ica t ions .  

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  e l e c t i n g  o f f i c e r s .  t h e  group heard a r epor t  from Charles Johnson. 
d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Student Minis t ry  Department of t h e  B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board, 
Nashvi l le ,  Tenn. 

Johnson t o l d  t h e  s tudent  d i r e c t o r s ' o f  plans by t h e  Sunday School Board t o  develop 
informat iona l  l i t e r a t u r e  about Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). 

'We're going t o  make a s e r i o u s  atempt t o  speak t o  the  problem of AIDS." Johnson 
said. 

Johnson a l s o  repor ted  on r e c e n t  leadersh ip  t r a i n i n g  f o r  e tudent  leaders .  

"I don't  know of anything we pu t  more money i n t o  than s tudent  l eade r sh ip  
development." Johnson eaid. will remain a key peg f o r  our work." 

.-. . , . .77A-. 

Johnson t o l d  of p l ans  f o r  t h e  upcoming Mission 90 meeting i n  For t  Worth, Texas. 
He sa id  5,000 college students are expected for  the  event the end of December, 1989. 

Alfred Staggs, pas to r  of F i r s t  Baptist Church i n  Por ta les ,  N.M.. presented a 
monologue of martyred German theologian  Dietxich Bonhoeffer. 

--3O-- 

By Sco t t  Co l l i n s  -- 4:35 p.m. Monday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

D i r e c t o r s  of Missions Wrapvp 

LAS VEGAS. Nev. June 12--Southern Bap t i s t  d i r e c t o r s  of missions were chal lenged a t  
t h e i r  annual two-day meeting he re  t o  he lp  congregations grow "Great Commission" 
churches and t o  no t  l e t  problems h inde r  t h e i r  work "because God is  i n  cont ro l . "  

Mark Short ,  execut ive  d i r e c t  o r  of t h e  Louisiana Bap t i s t  Convention, Alexandria,  
s a i d  when t h e  ma jo r i t y  of churches i n  t h e  SBC have e i t h e r  plateaued o r  a r e  dying, they  
need t o  channel more energy i n t o  "evangelism and outreach" and l e s s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
"maintaining t h e  fel lowship."  

Short said churches need h e l p  wi th  " p r i o r i t y  planning" i n  order  t o  reach  t h e  
unsaved. ch i ld ren  and teenagers  e n r o l l e d  i n  SBC Sunday Schools, and non-resident 
( u n l i s t e d )  church members. 

The 250 d i r e c t o r s  from a c r o s s  t h e  na t ion  who at tended t h e  conference preceding t h e  
annual meeting of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention heard D.L. Lowrie, execut ive  d i r e c t o r  
of t h e  Tennessee B a p t i s t  Convention. Brentwood. warn they may have t o  "suf f e r n  f o r  God, 
b u t  t h a t  t h e i r  " su f f e r ing  will enhance the minis try."  

I l l u s t r a t i n g  h i s  po in t .  Lowrie s a i d  both  L o t t i e  Moon and Cor r i e  Ten Boom d id  "more 
f o r  t h e  cause of God through t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g  than through t h e i r  minis try."  

He a l s o  encouraged t h e  d i r e c t o r s  t o  remember t h a t  "you can ' t  bind God" and t h a t  He 
i s  i n  con t ro l .  

'What happens," Lowrie s a i d ,  I f i s  in t h e  hands of God, no t  i n  t h e  hands of t h e  
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  SBC o r  t r u s t e e s  o r  boards o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  me o r  you. What happens 
u l t i m a t e l y  i s  i n  t h e  hands of God. 

"So, l e t ' s  l e t  God be God. He is not  weary, discouraged o r  t i r e d .  Our God is  
ab le .  L e t ' s  s e rve  Him."  

I n  keeping w i t h  t h e  theme of t h e  conference, "The Assoc ia t ion  on the  F ron t i e r , "  
Mack Smoke, pres iden t  of t h e  conference and d i r e c t o r  of missions of t h e  San J a c i n t o  
B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  i n  Baytown. Texas, encouraged h i s  fel low d i r e c t o r s  t o  be pioneers  
i n  o rde r  t o  be e f f e c t i v e  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  work. 

To be e f f e c t i v e ,  Smoke s a i d  pioneers  must have t h e  courage t o  f ace  obs t ac l e s  and 
t h e  unknown, t a k e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  p l o t  a course o t h e r s  can fol low,  be willing t o  make 
mistakes and s u f f e r  t h e  consequences and be w i l l i n g  t o  be a s tepping  s tone  f o r  those  t o  
fol low.  

F- Russe l l  Bennet t  of Long Run Bap t i s t  Associat ion,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky., was e l e c t e d  
p re s iden t ,  and Glen Hickey of Pu la sk i  Bap t i s t  Associat ion,  L i t t l e  Rock, Ark.. was 
e l e c t e d  f i r s t  v i c e  p re s iden t .  

Others  e l e c t e d  included Ken Chadwick of S a l t  Lake and Rainbow Canyon B a p t i s t  
Assoc ia t ions  i n  Utah, second vice pres ident ;  A. Lawrence Clegg of Chappapeela B a p t i s t  
Assoc ia t ion  i n  Poncharoula, La., sec re t a ry ;  P h i l 1  G. Ha11 of Southeast  Iowa B a p t i s t  
Assoc ia t ion  i n  Albia, Iowa, treasurer; Grayson Glass of Galveston Bap t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  
in Galveston, Texas, newsletter editor; and J.R. Blakeney of the B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  of 
Greater New Orleans,  hos t  director 1990. 

--more-- 



D i r e c t o r s  of Missions Wrap-up -- Page 2 

The d i r e c t o r s  vo ted  t o  ask the  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  conference t o  work wi th  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  agencies  w i th in  t h e  convention (SBC) t o  change t h e  name of Assoc ia t iona l  
Emphasis Week t o  Assoc ia t iona l  Missions Week. The motion was made by Russe l l  Barker of 
the  Atlanta Baptist Associat ion.  

Proposed changes i n  t h e  conference c o n s t i t u t i o n  were presented.  They w i l l  be  
d iscussed  and vote3  on a t  next  y e a r ' s  meeting. 

The conference f ea tu red  d i r e c t o r s  of missions from d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e  n a t i o n  
who gave t e s t imon ies  as t o  haw a s s o c i a t i o n s  could be i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  of missions and 
m i n i s t r y  . 

A t  a f i r s t - t i m e  worship s e r v i c e  sponsored by the  d i r e c t o r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  beginning 
of t h e  conference. $1,010 was c o l l e c t e d  and designated f o r  a new church i n  Las Vegas. 

Also, 49 d i r e c t o r s  of missions were honored f o r  5. 10, 15. 20, 25, 30 and 35 years 
of service. 

Glenn Toomey of Nolachucky B a p t i s t  Associat ion.  Morristown. Tenn., was honored f o r  
35 y e a r s  of s e r v i c e .  

Honored f o r  3 0  yea r s  were Eugene B. Hager of South Yadkin B a p t i s t  Associat ion,  
S t a t e s v i l l e ,  N.C.. and Thomas L. Lewis of West Union Bap t i s t  Associat ion.  Paducah. Ky. 

Honored f o r  25 yea r s  were Fred B. Lunsford of Truett B a p t i s t  Associat ion.  Marble. 
N.C.. and Kenneth Sparkman of Gibson County Bap t i s t  Associat ion,  Trenton, Tenn. 

--3 0-- 
By Tony Barone -- 4:10 p.m. Monday 



News Room 
Las Vegas Convention Center 

(702) 791-8600 

' Alvin C. Shackleford 
SBC Press Representative 

Dan Martin 
News Room Manager 

M a w  Knox 
Features Manager 

Southern Baptist Convention 
h s  Vegas, June 13-15,1989 

Operat ion Rescue News Conference 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LAS VEGAS, Nev.. June 1 2  -- While s t a t i n g  unequivocal oppos i t ion  t o  abo r t ion  
except t o  save t h e  l i f e  of t h e  mother, Richard Land execut ive d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Chr i s t i an  Life Commission. Nashvi l le ,  Tenn., descr ibed h i s  p o s i t i o n  on c i v i l  
disobedience t o  o b s t r u c t  a b o r t i o n s  Monday a s  "sympathetic n e u t r a l i t y . "  

Land spoke a t  a news conference a t  F i r s t  Southern Bap t i s t  Church of Las Vegas 
sponsored by Southern Nevada Operat ion Rescue. The group, headed by an ordained 
Southern B a p t i s t  min i s t e r ,  p l ans  "rescuen e f f o r t s  a t  undisclosed l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Las 
Vegas a r e a  Tuesday through Thursday, coinciding wi th  t h e  132nd annual s e s s ion  of t h e  
Southern Bap t i s t  Convention a t  t h e  Las Vegas Convention Center. 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  news conference,  Land s a i d  he accepted the  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
t o  " c l a r i f y  Southern B a p t i s t s 1  reso lu t ionary  s tance  on abortion." no t  t o  i n d i c a t e  
suppor t  f o r  Operat ion Rescue, 

Be issued t h e  fol lowing s ta tement  concerning Operation Rescue: 

"Non-violent c i v i l  disobedience must always remain an u l t ima te  opt ion  f o r  
Chr i s t i ans .  Otherwise, a s  has been noted, Caesar becomes Lord, and only t h e  Lord can 
be Lord f o r  believers. 

'When t h e  po in t  of invoking c i v i l  disobedience has been reached is a ques t ion  t h a t  
must always remain one of i n d i v i d u a l  conscience. I would c a l l  upon those who have 
reached t h a t  p o i n t  no t  t o  judge those who have not ,  and those who have not ,  must n o t  
judge those  who have. " 

Land c i t e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  adopted by messengers t o  t h e  1982 and 1984 Southern B a p t i s t  
Conventions which oppose abor t ion  except t o  save t h e  l i f e  of the mother. 

At t he  same t i m e .  Land s a i d  some Southern B a p t i s t s  "who a r e  s t rong ly  p ro - l i f e  
s t rong ly  d isagree  on Operation Rescue. It 

. Russ Daines, d i r e c t o r  of Southern Nevada Operation Rescue, s a i d  t h e  "rescues" 
planned for Tuesday through Thursday represent  an oppor tuni ty  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t s  "to 
put their b e l i e f s  i n t o  p r a c t i c e .  

'We encourage them t o  come ou t ,  hold a p r o t e s t  s ign.  pray o r  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a 
rescue,"  he sa id .  "1 th ink  Southern B a p t i s t s v  s tand  on pro- l i fe  is good as f a r  as i t  
goes. It is  time f o r  d i r e c t  act ion."  

Daines s a i d  he believes a p o s i t i o n  of sympathetic n e u t r a l i t y  "only assists t h e  
aggressor .  N e u t r a l i t y  never h e l p s  a victim." 

A t  t h e  same time, Daines s a i d  he agreed with Land t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Operat ion 
Rescue must be a matter of i n d i v i d u a l  choice. 

"I understand God doesn ' t  c a l l  everyone t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in rescues," he said. 
--3 c+- 

By Linda Lawson -- 4:45 p.m. Monday 
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Church s t a r t i n g  fe l lowship  -- Monday af ternoon 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 1 2  -- F i f t e e n  new churches and missions have been s t a r t e d  i n  
a s p e c i a l  effort related t o  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention which opens a three-day run 
Tuesday at Las Vegas Convention Center.  

David Meacham, d i r e c t o r  of missions f o r  Southern Nevada B a p t i s t  Associat ion.  
repor ted  on P r o j e c t  '89 Monday t o  members of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  New Work Fellowship 
du r ing  t h e i r  annual meeting. P r o j e c t  '89 c a l l s  f o r  25 new works t o  be s t a r t e d  i n  
Nevada i n  conjunct ion  with the SBC meeting. 

Meacham said t h e  s t a r t s  ere important because Nevada i s  t h e  most unchurched s t a t e  
i n  t h e  na t ion .  Curren t ly ,  Southern Bap t i s t s  have 120 churches and missions i n  the 
s t a t e .  

"The coming of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention is  pu t t i ng  u s  so much f a r t h e r  down 
the road than we would have been o r h e r v i s e S n  he sa id .  Wen t h i s  convention is over 
and you f o l k s  l eave ,  i t ' s  only t h e  beginning." 

Meacham s a i d  another  f i v e  missions should be launched by t h e  end of t h e  summer. 
I n i t i a l  p l ans  a r e  i n  place f o r  others t h a t  w i l l  meet t h e  goal of 25, home missions 
l eaders  sa id .  

Work on t h e  25 starts has been coordinated by t h e  Nevada B a p t i s t  Convention and 
t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board. The mission board has  provided a t  l e a s t  seven 
miss ionar ies  t o  a 6 s i s t  i n  church s t a r t i n g .  

Other a s s i s t a n c e  has come through par tnersh ips  with ind iv idua l  churches. l o c a l  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  and state conventions. One l a rge  Georgia church has  pledged $1.000 per  
month f o r  two y e a r s  t o  he lp  s t a r t  one of the  churches i n  Lao Vegas, where s t a r t v p  
coo t s  a r e  h ighes t .  

The 15 new starts include f o u r  e thn ic  congregations -- two Hispanic, one Chinese 
and ne  Filipino. 

Church s t a r t e r s  also heard from two men who l e d  t h e i r  churches t o  sponsor mu l t ip l e  
missions:  Harvey Kneisel, m i n i s t e r  of missions a t  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church i n  Houston; and 
Robert c u t t i n o ,  p a s t o r  of Beaufort  Bap t i s t  Chuch i n  Beaufort. S.C. 

Kneisel  s a i d  Southern B a p t i s t s  must learn t o  mult iply new churches r a t h e r  than  
simply add. This  is done by starting churches t h a t  a l s o  s t a r t  churches, he s a i d ,  

"Un t i l  we s tar t  mul t ip ly ing  churches i n  America, we ' l l  come nearer  t o  burying t h e  
church of God r a t h e r  than r a i s i n g  it." Kneisel said. 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church has s t a r t e d  20 mission. in t h e  past three and one-half years .  
he said, 

"Everything good t h a t ' s  happened hap happened when members of First Bap t i s t  Church 
responded t o  the needs of people." he explained. "If you ' l l  g ive  yourself  away t meet 
peop le l s  needs, God w i l l  b l e s s  you." 

Kneisel ,  who transformed a dying church im a t r a n s i t i o n a l  neighborhood i n t o  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t ' s  church s t a r t i n g  center, s a i d  Southern B a p t i s t s  must detern ine  t o  reach a l l  
t h e  people i n  t h e i r  communities. 

--orea- 



Church starting fe l lowship  -- Honday'afternoon -- Page 2 

Rather  than moving t o  t h e  suburbs ''where the  money and church letters are." 
churches should find out  who l i v e s  i n  their e x i s t i n g  communities and attempt t o  meet 
t h e i r  needs, he said. 

"Our churches are dying because they won't reach t h e  people i n  t h e i r  communities," * 
Kneisel said. "Thousands of churches all over America, when their g r e a t e s t  day of 
oppor tuni ty  is  be fo re  them, move away t o  t h e  suburbs." 

Cut t ino ' s  South Carol ina church is a t r a d i t i o n a l  congregation wi th  direct links t o  
t h e  f i r s t - p r e s i d e n t  of the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention and Annie Armstrong, t h e  
namesake of t h e  denomination's annual home missions of fe r ing .  Despi te  t h a t  history. 
through church starting members have discovered "we're st i l l  t h e  g r e a t e s t  mission f i e l d  
t h e r e  is," he 6ai .d.  

Beaufort Baptist  has  "jump-started" s i x  missions i n  t h e  pas t  two years ,  o f t en  
involv ing  inactive members as core families. Cutt ino s a i d .  

'When you &re t o  reach  out .  you wake up t h e  dormant members of your church." he 
explained.  

--3 0-- 

By Mark Wingfield. 5:35 p.m. Monday 
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SBC Executive Committee 

LAS VEGAS, Nevada. June 1 2  -- The SBC Executive Committee voted Monday t o  de lay  a 
proposal  t o  c r e a t e  a new Rel ig ious  L ibe r ty  Commission based i n  Washington, D. C.. u n t i l  
t h e  1990 Convention i n  New Orleans.  

The a c t i o n  came i n  response t o  a p lea  i n  Apr i l  from Southern B a p t i s t  Convention 
Pres ident  J e r r y  Vines of J acksonv i l l e .  Fla.. who had asked t h a t  t h e  matter  be de fe r r ed  
t h i s  year s o  t h a t  t h e  convent ion could  focus on missions and evangelism i n  Las Vegas. 

I n  February, t h e  SBC Executive C o m i t t e  had voted t o  recommend t h a t  t h e  SBC 
e s t a b l i s h  a new Re l ig ious  L i b e r t y  Commission in Washington. The proposed new agency 
would have t o  be approved by two success ive  conventions, according t o  SBC bylaws. 

SBC Executive Committee P re s iden t  Harold Bennett  s a i d  Roberts1 Rules  of Order 
makes no provis ion  f o r  d e f e r r i n g  a motion a l ready  adopted, bu t  on ly  permits t h a t  a 
motion be amended o r  rescinded.  

Gordon Graham, chairman of t h e  Administrat ive and Convention Arrangements 
Subcommittee, moved t h a t  t h e  Execut ive Committee amend i t s  previous recommendation by 
chinging all 1989 dates and r e fe rences  t o  the Las Vegas convention t o  1990 when t h e  
convention meets i n  New Orleans. 

The amended recommendation t o  c r e a t e  t h e  Religous L ibe r ty  Commission w i l l  be 
presented a s  one of 13 recommendations t o  the SBC Executive Committee's r epo r t  t o  t h e  
convent ion Tuesday. 

Twelve r$cornmendations t o  t h e  convention had been approved by t h e  Executive 
Committee i n  February. 

One new recommendation, a r e s o l u t i o n  of app rec i a t ion  f o r  Woman's Missionary Union 
Execut ive Di rec to r  Carolyn Weatherford who is r e t i r i n g ,  was adopted by t h e  committee a t  
i t s  pre-convention he re ,  

The r e s o l u t i o n  cited t h e  growth and accomplishments of Woman's Missionary Union 
under Weatherford's l eade r sh ip  and h e r  personal  con t r ibu t ions  t o  t h e  denomination. 

o t h e r  recommendations previous ly  approved inc lude  a proposed $137.2 m i l l i o n  
Cooperative Program budget f o r  1989-90; changes i n  t h e  SBC bus iness  and financial plan  
concerning fund r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  by SBC a c t i v i t i e s ;  r ev i s ions  of program s ta tements  
f o r  t h e  Home Mission Board and Sunday School Board; and recommendations t h a t  t h e  SBC 
hold i t s  annual meetings i n  Dallas in 1997, in At lan ta  i n  1999, and i n  New Orleans i n  
2001. 

A proposal  t o  amend t h e  Execut ive  Committee's recommendation on fund r a i s i n g  
a c t i v i t e s  t h a t  would have l i m i t e d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t o  fund r a i s i n g  campaigns f a i l e d  a f t e r  
ob jec t ions  from Judge Paul P r e s s l e r  of Houston. P r e s s l e r  argued t h a t  a proposal from 
t h e  SBC Interagency Council t o  change t h e  wox'ding "defeats  t h e  purpose of t h e  whole 
r e c  m m e n d a t i ~ n . ~  

- --. 

I n  a r epor t  t o  t h e  members, Bennett sa id  p ro j ec t ions  of Cooperative Program income 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  SBC may go over  i t s  1988-89 budget by as much as $1 mil l ion .  

by common consent ,  t he  Executive Committee agreed t ha t  income over t h e  budget would be 
appl ied  t o  c a p i t a l  needs, and t h a t  t h e  balance of t h e  1985-90 c a p i t a l  needs budget 
would be revised t o  r e f l e c t  the unan t i c ipa t ed  income t h i s  year.  

--3 0-- 

Prepared by Jim Newton, 5:45  p.m., 6/12/89 
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Monday Pastors' Conference 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 12 --'Southern Baptist pastors were encouraged Monday by a 
battery of preachers to emphasize soul winning, revival and the proclamation of truth 
in their ministries. 

Home Mission Board President Larry Lewis of Atlanta reminded Southern Baptist 
Pastors' Conference attendees that "there is no greater need in the Southern Bapt&st 
Convention than for soul winners. Pastora, deacons, evangelists and Sunday School 
teachers all need to be recommitted to be soul winners. 

It I want to challenge you too. Let us make soul winning a top priority, a 
prominent part of our schedules," Lewis continued. "Make your life a model of Christian 
commitment." 

Lewis also asked the pastors to follow three essentials of ministry, which were 
based on what you believe, what you do and what you are before God. 

Under the first essential of ministry, Lewis underscored the importance of the 
inerrancy of the Scriptures. He said pastors are not to have a "halitosis view" of 
Scripture, where God breathed the Scripture, but part of it is bad, or a "dalmation 
view" of Scriptures which says the Scripture is inspired in spots and you pick out which 
spots. 

Daryl-Gilyard, pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church, Garland, Texas, told the pastors 
to "present the risen and righteous Jesus. Just a glimpse of his glory and you are changed 
forever. Some hold onto casual Christianity without ever seeing the glory of God." 

In a personal testimony, Gilyard said he never saw his mother or father, lived in 
the homes of friends until he was 14, when he lived for five years under a bridge in 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

II I decided that the only way to rise out of the mud of self p i t y  was to put 
my eyes on Jesus," he said. "I had absolutely nothing, but God gave me a contentment. 
When I took my eyes off myself and put my eyes on Jesus, a peace came over me. 

"Take your eyes off your circumstances and difficulties and Jesus will bring 
triumph out of your tragedy," he said. "Jesus enables us to meet whatever challenge 
we have with confidence." 

John Bisagno, pastor of First Baptist Church of Houston, Texas, told of a 
difficult time in his ministry when attendance, giving and fellowship were decreasing. 
After trying many things, he said he realized God was telling him that the church 
was taking God for granted. 

"We had to have spiritual renewal," Bisagno told the pastors. "We were 
equating blessings with procedures. I asked God for help and now the power is back." 

Then he added that like his church, "America and the Southern Baptist Convention 
need revival. I believe all the committees and discussions and analysis are not going 
to change America. Somehow, the breath of God has got to come on Southern Baptists." 

Bisagno said four factors are always present when revival is successful in a 
church. 

"First, we must acknowledge that we are substituting the things of God for God," 
he said. "And we must restore relationships. Speak to the deacon with whom you 
disagree and go to that brother who has fallen. 



II If you really mean business, put away strange gods and confess your sins," 
he continued. "And fourth, engage in mighty, intercessory prayer. God wants to 
send a revival to you. Meet these four conditions and go home and watch. I promiee, 
God is ready to send revival t o  this Convention, the world and to churches. And it 
starts in individuals." 

In the afternoon session of the pastors' Conference, Tom Elliff, pastor of 
First Southern Baptist Church of Del City, Okla., appealed to the pastors to "harden 
not their hearts." 

"You must come to God on His terms," Elliff continued. "YOU don't come to God 
when you want to, you come when he calls you or not at all." 

Elliff was unanimously elected president of the pastors' Conference shortly 
after his sermon. He was nominated by former SBC and Pastors' Conference president 
Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Ron Hart, paetor of Firet Southern Baptist Church, Tuscon, Ariz., also was 
elected unanimously as vice-president. Robert Holmes, paetor of Firet Southern 
Baptist Church, Henderson, Nev., defeated Ricky Hargraves of HcKinney, Texas for 
secretary-treasurer. 

Rich Warren, pastor of Saddleback Valley Community Church, Nission Viejo, Calif., 
preached a message of encouragement to the pastors, urging them to overcome fatigue, 
frustrations, failure and fear. 

Warren, whose church has grown from zero to more than 4,000 members since 1981 
when he founded it, said the cure, or antidote for discouragement is to "reinforce 
your weak points, remember the Lord and refuse to quit. 

I, Many of you serve in faithfulness in relative obscurity," he said. "God 
knows who you are and you matter to God. Remember that your ministry matters to the 
Lord and the Lord is with you." 

Joel Gregory, pastor of Travis Avenue Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas, 
delivered the closing sermon of the afternoon sessfon, offering six pillars of truth 
which pastors must preach to lift up Jesus. 

He said pastors must hold up a pillar on which Jesus stands, which is supported 
by the six truths, which show that Jesus appeared, was vindicated, was seen, preached, 
was believed upon and was taken up to be with the Father in heaven. 

II There is a tremendous thrust in ministry today to only preach what is visible 
and immediate--the so called relevant life," he said.  he best thing you can do is 
proclaim these pillars of truths about heaven." 

Other pastors who spoke to the pastors included Neal Jonee, pastor of Columbia 
Baptist Church, Falls Church, VA., and Gordon Graham, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
New Braunfels, Texas. 

By Jim Lowrey - 6 : 4 5  p.m. Monday 
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WMU Monday Afternoon 

LAS VEGAS. Nev., June 12--Continuing t h e  theme "In His Name," members of Woman's 
Missionary Union, a u x i l i a r y  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. were challenged Monday 
af te rnoon t o  sha re  t h e i r  f a i t h  w i th  others .  

The Bap t i s t  women's a u x i l i a r y  members a l s o  heard a testimony of a woman from 
Appalachia and learned about min i s t e r ing  and witnessing through mission ac t ion .  

Richard Har r i s ,  d i r e c t o r  of mass evangelism f o r  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission 
Board, A t l a n t a ,  caut ioned t h e  B a p t i s t  women t o  be s u r e  well-intentioned programs do no t  
come between them and "the g l o r i o u s  t a s k  f o r  which we have been commissioned--the t a s k  
of missions and evangelism." 

Har r i s  then  reminded them t h a t  Satan w i l l  allow Chr is t ians  t o  do good th ings  as 
long a s  they neg lec t  t h e  p r i o r i t i e s o f  missions and evangelism. 

"He w i l l  l e t  u s  do Bib le  s tudy  and l e t  u s  have good, warm Chr i s t i an  fel lowship i f  
we w i l l  neg lec t  those  th ings .  He may even l e t  our Sunday School grow, our missions 
organiza t ions  t h r i v e  and Church Tra in ing  reach new heights  of success  i f  we simply 
neg lec t  t he  a spec t s  of missions and evangelism." 

Southern B a p t i s t s  seeking minis t ry  opt ions do not need t o  look very f a r  before  
sha r ing  t h e i r  faith--they a r e  surrounded by s u f f e r i n g  people. he sa id .  
Harris then  quoted from a Nov. 7, 1988 i s sue  of Time magazine which xeported t h a t  each 
day i n  t h e  U.S., 2.753 teenagers  become pregnant. 1,099 teenagers  have an abor t ion ,  367 
teenagers miscarry,  1,287 g ive  b i r t h  out of wedlock. and 2,989 s e e  t h e i r  parents  
divorced. 

"And then  t h e r e  a r e  t h e  up-and-outs a s  we l l  as t h e  down-and-outs, t h e  people who 
have f u l l  pockets and empty h e a r t s .  The l ist  goes on and on." 

Har r i s  s a i d  one way WMU could  become involved i n  reaching more people wi th  t h e  
gospel is through praying f o r  revival and encouraging t h e i r  church's p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
next  y e a r s ' s  n a t i o n a l  simultaneous r ev iva l s ,  

"I'm convinced t h e  Here's Hope" r ev iva l s  w i l l  be one of t h e  g r e a t e s t  evange l i s t i c  
oppor tun i t i e s  Southern B a p t i s t s  have ever experienced, The Lord has  promised t o  bless 
h i s  people when they  ate obedient  t o  do his work. 

Rita Mahon. of Pennington Gap, Va., t o l d  hoot he r  l i f e  i n  Appalachia had changed 
s i n c e  she became a Chr i s t i an .  

lVI1ve done a l i t t l e  b i t  of everything you could do, but J e s u s  turned my l i f e  
around, Jesus  has  made a b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  in my l i f e .  

Mahon. who became a C h r i s t i a n  through t h e  minis t ry  of Belchers  Chapel Bap t i s t  
Church, has c r e d i t e d  h e r  matur i ty  t o  The Q u i l t i n g  Place. a min i s t ry  p a r t i a l l y  sponrortd 
by Woman's Missionary Union and the  Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission Board. 

* : 
-* Through t h e  minie t ry ,  Southern Bap t i r t s  have given Applachian women the 
$:-; oppor tuni ty  t o  develop k i l l s  i n  quiltmaking and t o  increase t h e i r  income by s e l l i n g  
+L t h e  i tems. The c e n t e r  is now s t a f f e d  by Hission Service Corps vo lun tee r s  from t h e  Home 
5' - Mission Board. 

Alber ta  Gi lp in ,  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Missouri Woamnls Missionary Union, 
J e f f e r s o n  Ci ty ,  t o l d  haw she  was a b l e  t o  incorporate  mission a c t i o n  and witness ing  
through adoption of a Romanian re fugee  couple. 

.. - , , ll"' = The couple, which has since been reuni ted wi th  their son and daughter,  have become 
:c .- : . . I '  

C h r i s t i a n s  through t h e  adoption process. The family lives wi th  Gilpin.  
.: . 
. ,.- "When you are f a i t h f u l  t o  what Gad has asked you t o  do. you w i l l  d iscover  he is 

more than  able t meet any needs t ha t  may arise," she t Id t h e  crowd. 



News Room 
Las Vegas Convention Center 

(702) 79l-8600 
Alvin C. Shackleford 

SBC Press Representative 
Dan Martin 

News Room Manager 

Maw Knox 
Features Manager 

Southern Baptist Convention 
Las Vegas, June 13-15,1969 

PHOTO CUTLINES 

1A. SHARING FAITH--Bernie Creel of Tennessee (right) and Charles Phillips of 

North Carolina share their Christian faith with Mrs. Richard Green and her son 

June 10 during Southern Baptists' massive door-to-door Christian witnessing 

effort in Las Vegas, Nev. The evangelism thrust preceded the Southern Baptist 

Convention annual meeting June 13-15 in Las Vegas. (Photo by Stanley Leary) 

1B. GOING FISHING--Southern Baptists from across the country converged on Las 

Vegas, Nev., the weekend before the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting 

met in the Silver City June 13-15. They arrived in town early to participate in 
f .  

a do6to-door witnessing campaign that reached 100,000 of the city's 160,000 

households. This group met at Paradise Valley Baptist Church for orientation 

before fanning out through the neighborhood. (Photo by Stanley Leary) 

3. HERE'S HOPE--Darrell W. Robinson, vice president for evangelism at the Southern 

Baptist Home Mission Board, presents the gospel message during revival services 

at Green Valley Baptist Church in Las Vegas, Nev., the weekend before the convention's 

annual meeting convened in the city. Ninety of the state's 120 Southern Baptist 

churches held revival services during the week, a statewide effort that was a 

precursor to next year's  e ere's Hope" nationwide simultaneous revivals, sponsored 

by the Home Mission Board. (Photo by Paul Obregon) 

4 .  WOMEN MINISTERS--Officers of the Southern Baptist Women in Ministry organization 

are (from left) Betty Winstead McGary, minister to adults at South Main Baptist 

Church in Houston, president; Nancy Furgerson Cole, minister of music at Hanley 

Road Baptist Church, St. Louis, Mo., vice president; Donna Charlton-Starkes, 

associate pastor at ~ro~icana Christian Fellowship, Las Vegas, Nev. , treasurer; 
Sheila+Black, director of church and community ministries for Mecklenburg Baptist 

Association, Charlotte, N.C., membership chairman; and Carolyn Col5 ~ucy, minister 

to youth at Lake Shore Baptist Church, Waco,*Texas, program chairman. Not pictured 

fsc Carol Causey, training 'designer for the Southern Baptist Woman's Missionary 

Union in Birmingham, Ala., 'record&. The organization met in Las Vegas the weekend 

before the June 13-15 Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting. (Photo by 

Bobbye Hill) 

7. HISP~IC m~ + - - ~ a n i e l  Sorelo (right) interprets as Bobby Sunderland, director 

of the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board's direct evangelism division, preaches 

during the Hispanic  ere's Hope Rally of Celebration" at West Oakey Baptist Church 

i&s Vegas, Nev., June 11, two days before the stari of the Southern Baptfst 

Convention annual meeting. More than a dozen special-interest or vocational 

conferences were held in conjunction with the Las Vegas event. (Photo by Paul 32 
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Moyers d iscuss ion  cance l led  

LAS VEGAS, Nev. ~ u k e  1 2  -- With a three-word no t i ce ,  t h e  Executive Committee of 
the Southern Baptist convent& Monday dismissed t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a d iscuss ion  
between t e l e v i s i o n  commentator B i l l  Moyers and committee member Paul P re s s l e r .  

I n  February the  Executive Committee adopted by a 40-14 vote  a r e so lu t ion  c r i t i c a l  
of Moyers' th ree-par t  documentary. "God and Po l i t i c s . "  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  a segment on 
Southern ~ a p t i s t s .  Moyers immediately requested an appearance before  t h e  Executive 
Committee i n  June wi th  P re s s l e r .  a Houston appeals  cour t  judge. t o  d i scuss  t h e  matter .  

However, before  t h e  committee could consider  t h e  request .  Moyers requested i t  be 
withdrawn. 

The no t i ce  on t h e  recommendations t o  be voted on by t h e  Executive Committee a t  i t s  
meeting p r i o r  t o  t h e  SBC annual meeting simply reported:  "Deleted. Request withdrawn." 

Executive Committee Chairman Charles  Sul l ivan.  pas to r  of First Bap t i s t  Church of 
Lenoir  Ci ty ,  Tenn.. had s a i d  he would deny Moyers an appearance before  t h e  June 1 2  
meeting because of t h e  p re s s  of t ime a t  t h e  two-hour gathering.  

"I d i d  no t  f e e l  I had t h e  r i g h t  ( t o  decide whether Moyers would appear) but  t h a t  I 
would present  it  t o  t h e  Execut ive Committee because they have t h e  r i g h t  t o  say whether 
they would hear  him," Sul l ivan  t o l d  B a p t i s t  Press .  

S u l l i v a n , e a r l i e r  t o l d  B a p t i s t  P re s s  he would present  t h e  mat te r  t o  t h e  committee 
and l e t  members decide i n  June whether they wanted t o  hear a discuss ion  of t h e  mat te r  
a t  ths  September, 1989 meeting. 

However. on Sunday n igh t  (June 11) Moyers sen t  a fax  message t o  Sul l ivan  in Las 
Vegas. Nev.. s i t e  of t h e  1989 SBC annual meeting, withdrawing t h e  reques t .  Y 

I n  t h e  Execut ive Committee de l ibe ra t ions .  Sul l ivan  decl ined t o  read t h e  t e x t  of 
Moyers' message, say ing  only t h e  r eques t  had been withdrawn and adding, I t i t  served no 
u s e f u l  purpose" t o  read t h e  t e x t .  

Moyers made a copy of the message t o  Sul l ivan  a v a i l a b l e  t o  B a p t i s t  Press ,  t h e  news 
s e r v i c e  of t h e  SBC. It sa id :  

"I have read in t h e  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  t h a t  you intend on Monday t o  ask t h e  Executive 
Committee t o  vo te  whether o r  n o t  t o  al low me t o  appear a t  your meeting i n  September t o  
answer Paul P r e s s l e r ' s  a t t a c k  on my documentary. 

"Forget it." 

'When you and P r e s s l e r  would n o t  allow m e  t o  present  my case  t h i s  week at your 
meeting i n  Las Vegas and when P r e s s l e r  re fused  my o f f e r  of f r e e  time on PBS (Public  
Broadcast ing s e r v i c e )  t o  d i scuss  t h e  i s s u e  following the  repea t  i n  May of t h e  
documentaty, I r e a l i z e d  that I am up against a situation most un-Baptist: closed minds, 
and i n  the par lance  of your host c i t y ,  a stacked deck." 

'There is  no way t o  ge t  a f a i r  hear ing  from an Executive Committee t h a t  has  become 
a rubber stamp f o r  a s e c u l a r  p o l i t i c i a n  who had i n f e c t e d  t h i s  C h r i s t i a n  fe l lowship  w i t h  
t h e  p a r t i s a n  t a c t i c s  of malice, manipulation and unt ru th .  Under his thumb, you do only  
h i s  w i l l .  



~ o y e r s '  'd iscussion cancelled -- Page 2 

. , 

*I want no p a r t  of i t  ." 
Although t h e  matter drew d i scuss ion  during a meeting of t h e  Executive Committee's 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and convention arrangements subcommittee Monday morning, it  drew no 
d i scuss ion  when Su l l i van  announced t h e  d e l e t i o n  of the  matter  from t h e  agenda. 

However, a f t e r  the r egu la r  agenda was dispensed with,  committee member James 
Wideman. pas to r  of Screven Memorial Bap t i s t  Church i n  Portsmouth. N.H., introduced a 
motion t h a t  , said: 

"I move t h a t  t h e  Executive Committee r epo r t  t o  Bap t i s t  P re s s  t h a t  B i l l  Moyers has 
withdrawn h i s  r eques t  t o  appear be fo re  t h e  Executive Committee and t h e  Executive 
Committee has acknowledged that request." 

The motion was adopted without  d i scuss ion  o r  opposi t ion.  

Wideman's motion was d i f f e r e n t  from a motion ,adopted e a r l i e r  i n  the day by t h e  
admin i s t r a t i ve  subcommittee, which had voted t o  " r e spec t fu l ly  r eques t  t h a t  Bap t i s t  
P re s s  only r epo r t  t h a t  Moyers had withdrawn his request  t o  appear." 

Wideman explained after t h e  full execut ive committee meeting t h a t  when he thought 
about t h e  motion he made i n  subcommittee, he r e a l i z e d  it amounted t o  i n s t r u c t i n g  
B a p t i s t  Press  what and what no t  t o  r e p o r t ,  

ltI changed my motion because I have confidence t h a t  Bap t i s t  P re s s  w i l l  do nothing 
t o  inflame the  i ssue ."  Wideman s a i d .  

During t h e  subcommittee meeting -- which was conducted under background r u l e s  t h a t  
allow no d i r e c t  quota t ion  o r  a t t r i b u t i o n  -- seve ra l  members sa id  they be l i eve  t h e  whole 
i s s u e  i s  a personal  mat te r  between r r e s s l e r  and Moyers and t h a t  nothing can be gained 
by cont inuing  t h e  controversy.  

"Let 's  j u s t  l e t  it drop and l e a v e  it alone,"  one subcommittee member s a i d  later. 

Another s a i d  he be l ieved  it was an e r r o r  t o  adopt t h e  February r e s o l u t i o n  
c r i t i c i z i n g  Moyers and t h e  cont inuing  controversy j u s t  proves t h e  point .  

Another s a i d  t h e  mat te r  was n o t  j u s t  a personal  matter  between P r e s s l e r  and 
Moyers. "Moyers has accused the SBC Executive Committee of being puppets of Paul 
P r e s s l e r .  and we need t o  respond,* he sa id .  

P r e s s l e r  was informed of the Moyers l e t t e r  Sunday and c a l l e d  it " r i d i c u l ~ u s . ~ '  H e  
s a i d  he d i d  no t  want t o  s e e  the  tex t  repor ted  i n  B a p t i s t  Press.  

When asked fo r  comment, P r e s s l e t  said: nI have nothing t o  say about it. It has .. 
been de le ted .  and it was repor ted  as being deleted" from the agenda. 

Baptist Press D i r e c t o r  Alvin C. Shackleford s a i d  he wants t o  make s u r e  any r e p o r t  
i n  the news service is  balanced and fa i r  and t e l l s  both Moyersl reasons f o r  withdrawing 
h i s  request and offers the Executive Committee and Pressler and opportunity t o  respond. 

--3 0-- 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LAS VEGAS. Nevada, June 12--Relief from shame. 

That's what every person needs. Robert Schul le r  t o l d  700 persons a t  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Forum Monday af te rnoon a t  Cashman F i e l d  Complex. 

In  both the s e c u l a r  marketplace and i n  Chr i s t i an  minis t ry , ,  Schul le r ,  t e l e v i s i o n  
preacher.  popular au thor  and C r y s t a l  Cathedral  pas to r ,  s a i d ,  t h e  s e c r e t  of success  is  
find a need and f i l l  i t ,  f i n d  a h u r t  and hea l  i t ,  f i n d  a problem and so lve  i t .  

Re l i e f  from shame i s  t h e  need of agnos t i c s  and a t h e i s t s  -- as w e l l  a s  "extreme 
r i g h t  fundamenta l i s t s ,  ~ I d d l e  of t h e  road moderates (and those)  l e f t  of c e n t e r  i n  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  community,ll t h e  Dutch Reformed min i s t e r  from Garden Grove. C a l i f . ,  s a id .  

"No human being w i l l  ever  be emotional ly i n t eg ra t ed ,  s p i r i t u a l l y  whole and 
psychologica l ly  hea l thy  u n t i l  he has recovered h i s  l o s t  glory and honor." 

Those a t t r i b u t e s  flow from t h e  f a c t  $hat every human being "is c rea t ed  i n  t h e  
image of God and was crowned wi th  g lo ry  and honor," Schul le r  s a id .  That glory  and 
honor, he s a i d ,  was lost w i t h  Adam and ~ve's s i n  i n  t h e  Garden of Eden. 

When people, through C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  move "from shame t o  honor, from humi l i a t i on  
t o  glory.I1 they  w i l l  gain both  a wholesome sense of pride and au then t i c  humil i ty .  
Schu l l e r  s a id .  

"It 's time t h a t  we learned  t h a t  t h e  oppos i te  of p r ide  is  no t  humil i ty ,"  he said.  
"The oppos i t e  of pr ide '  i s  shame." 

And when a person ' s  self-image is rooted i n  God, he o r  she  w i l l  be both proud and 
humble -- and t h e y t r e  " the same thing." Schul le r  s a id .  

The TV preacher  c r e d i t e d  sou the rn '  B a p t i s t s  wi th  inf luenc ing  h i s  m i n i s t e r i a l ' -  c a r e e r  
a t  two key junc tures .  

While i n  seminary, Schul le r  recounted, a chapel speaker exhorted t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  
view t h e i r  p a s t o r a t e s  as l i f e l o n g  commitments. A month l a t e r ,  he wrote a term paper 
about George W. T r u e t t .  who was p a s t o r  of F i r s t  Bapt i s t ,Church  i n  Da l l a s  from 1897 t o  
1944. From t h a t  t ime on,' Schu l l e r  s a i d ,  "I had a c a l l  from God t o  look f o r  a church 
where I could spend my whole l i f e . "  

I n  1969, 14 y e a r s  a f t e r  beginning a church from s c r a t c h  i n  Garden Grove. C a l i f . ,  
Schuller s a i d  he began t e l e v i s i n g  h i s  worship s e r v i c e s  -- a t  t h e  sugges t ion  of Southern 
B a p t i s t  evange l i s t  B i l l y  Graham who was in t h e  Los Angeles a r e a  f o r  a crusade, 

"Southern B a p t i s t s ,  thank you," Schul le r  t o l d  t h e  forum. 
--3 ow- 
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Mahon Feature 

LAS VEGAS, Nev.--When R i t a  Mahon boarded a plane f o r  the  f i r s t  time l a s t  Fr iday,  
she ignored a f e a r  of f l y i n g  and t r a v e l i n g  far from home because she was g e t t i n g  a 
chance t o  t e l l  he r  s to ry .  

Mahon, a Sbyea r -o ld  redhead wi th  a s t rong,  mountain accent ,  t o l d  b i t s  and p ieces  
of h e r  story t o  about 1,200 women gathered f o r  t h e  Monday afternoon sess ion  of t h e  
annual meeting of Woman's Missionary Union, a u x i l i a r y  t o  the Southern Baptist 
Convent ion. 

She t o l d  of a former l i f e  of alcoholism, drug abuse and a v i o l e n t  nature. She 
a l s o  descr ibed h e r  l i f e  s i n c e  accept ing  Jesus  as one f u l l  of joy, hope and new 
oppor tun i t i e s .  

Her s t o r y  a c t u a l l y  began t h r e e  years  ago wi th  t h e  opening of The Q u i l t i n g  Place,  a 
c o t t a g e  indus t ry  i n  he r  home town of Pennington Gap. Va., sponsored by t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board and WMU. 

"I've always wanted t o  l e a r n  how t o  q u i l t , "  Mahon sa id .  "I kind of t h ink  of it a s  
a l o s t  a r t  -- e s p e c i a l l y  amang t h e  younger people." Hahon admitted that i t  was amazing 
t h a t  having grown up  i n  Appalachia , she  d id  n o t  know how t o  sew o r  q u i l t .  

Mahon's p a s t o r ' s  wi fe  first i n v i t e d  he r  t o  go t o  The Qu i l t i ng  Place. From t h a t  
po in t  on, Mahon was a r e g u l a r  at t h e  q u i l t i n g  se s s ions  along w i t h  he r  7-year-old 
daughter ,  Cryst a 1  , 

"I was exc i t ed  about l e a r n i n g  how t o  q u i l t , "  she sa id .  "I was a l s o  exc i t ed  t h a t  
my daughter would l e a r n  how t o  q u i l t  and could pass the  art on." 

Mahon a t t r i b u t e s  l ove  and fel lowship she found a t  The Qu i l t i ng  Place a s  
determining f a c t o r s  i n  h e r  C h r i s t i a n  walk. a walk un l ike  the  one of former days. 

"I was real  shy when I f i r s t  s t a r t e d  going t o  The Q u i l t i n g  Place." she  said. "I 
wouldn't speak. I n  f a c t ,  one of t h e  main reasons I ever s t a r t e d  dr inking was because I 
was s o  shy. When I drank. I wasn't  as shy." 

" I ' m  no t  proud I drank, b u t  it shows what a complete turnaround is  poss ib le .  I 
a loo  used t o  use language l i k e  a sa i lo r . "  

Mahon c r e d i t s  t h e  power of J e s u s  a s  the  reason  he was able t o  q u i t  d r ink ing  and 
u s i n g  f o u l  language. That power was one Hahon wanted t o  share .wi th  family members and 
f r i e n d s  . 

"Once I was saved. I thought  everybody had t o  be saved," Mahon said. 

This  week Mahon had t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  witness  t o  people beyond t h e  l i m i t s  of h e r  
Appalachian community. She jo ined  the 1,800 Southern B a p t i s t s  i n  door-to-door 
wi tness ing  i n  Las Vegas. 

"Most people were very  open-minded he re  and w i l l i n g  t o  l i s t e n .  They were real 
nice, 

Mahon d i d n ' t  know exactly what t o  expect from the c i t y  of Las Vegas o r  from t h e  
WMU annual meeting. But when she compared it t o  h e r  l i f e  i n  three-s topl ight  Pennington 
Gap, she  s a i d ,  "I've been b u s i e r  than I ' v e  ever  been." 

--3 0-- 
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Church Music Conference - Monday 
LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 12 -- Church musicians received practical advice from Southern 

Baptist church music leaders and elected new officers Monday at the 33rd annual session of 
the Southern Baptist Church Music Conference at College Park Baptist Church. . 

Panel discussions focused on planning creatively for worship and creative approaches 
to hymn singing. 

"Worship services should be well-planned and have a contagious spirit of love," 
explained Robert Hatfield, minister of music at Dawson Memoriql Baptist Church, Birmingham, 
Ala . 

Additionally, worship should be "user-friendly," making non-Christians feel a part 
of the service, said Mark Lawson, minister of music at Kirkwood Baptist Church, Kirkwood, 
Mo . 

Congregational hymn singing should have an important place in corporate times of 
worship, said David Hairel, minister of music at First Baptist Church, Conroe, Texas. 

I1 The leading of congregational hymn singing can be one of the most rewarding and 
uplifting experiences we, as ministers of music, can have," Hairel said. 

Over 240 participants also heard concerts, various choirs, and Henrietta Davis, 
concert artist from Oakland, Calif, 

In a business session, the musicians presented the W. Hines Sims award to Dan C. 
Hall posthumously. He was state music secretary for the Mississippi Baptist Convention 
fr m 1967-87. 

They also memorialized Eugene M. Bartlett, Jr., retired state music secretary for 
the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, and Paul Stewart, retired state music secretary 
for the Alabama Baptist Convention. 

A resolution was adopted which expressed concern for the "mounting number of music 
ministers who are being forcibly terminated from their places of service." 

Participants in the music conference also established a scholarship for seminary 
students who plan to pursue a career in music missions. 

The winning entry of the 1988-89 Hymn Search relating to the theme of music and 
missions was announced. R. G, Huff was the winner with his entry entitled "Fill the Earth 
With Music." He is minister of music at University Hills Baptist Church, Denver, Colo. 

Musicians elected Mark Edwards, minister of mumic at First Baptist Church, Nashville, 
Tenn., as president; and Birmingham's Robert Hatfield as president-elect: 

Executive Council members elected included Bill Roper, minister of music at First 
Baptist Church, Montgomery, Ala., and Emerson Porter, minister of music at First Baptist 
Church, Allen, Texas, local church division; Bobby Jones, associate state music director 
for the Missouri Baptist Convention, Jefferson City, denominational division; and Loyd 
Nins, assistant professor of church music at Southern Baptist Theological "eminary, 
Louisville, Ky., educational divisions. 

--3o-- 
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. . - .  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Religious   ducat ion Roundup ' . . , . 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 12 -- Southern Baptist ministers of education are struggling 
with the reality that the label "ministertt 'does nor protect them from a world of pressures, 
Larry McSwain, dean of the school of, theology at southern Baptisr Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., told 250 religious educators at the annual two-day meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Religious Education Association. t 

Unfortunately, ministers find themselves participating in the "pains of lifet' just 
as everyone else, McSwain added. 

. %  

Trying to fulfill too many areas df  competency at one time causes "role overload, 
role ambiguity and role conflict", 'that often is difficult to handle, he said. . 

. . 

"We fail to car= about ou;selves' enough to share our pains with each other," 
,McSwain said. "Every minister needs to , . find someone outside of the ministry to be their 
'pastor'," . I . . .  

, . 
As part of ~cswain''~ presentation, Terry Peele, minister of education at First Baptist 

Church, Asheville, N.C., told of the "personal devastation'* he felt when his wife divorced 
h&. 

Peele said the keylto coping with the pain he felt was that "I could be ministered to 
as. I had ministered. :through the years. It was an affirmation that my style .of ministry 
really workeil." ' 

, . : :  . 

. Eddie Lee, minister of education and administration at Grace Baptist Church, 
Evansville, Ind., said his termination from a church staff position after only 16 months 
was like rejection of "me and,my ministry." 

. t 

"My family and I felt like convicts trying to sneak into a Southern Baptist church," 
Lee said of their efforts to find a caring support group and a new place of ministry. 

. . 
It The most important thing we learned is that God's grace is sufficient even in 

difficult times." . . 

Lee said,  here is'life after forced termination. As a result, I have become more 
sensitive to the way I relate to people around me." 

Bradley Courtenay, a$sociate professor of adult education at the University of Georgia, 
Athens, said religious educators must be concerned with teaching in a superior way because 
of the important role they play.. . . 

. . 
'I ~xcellence is a worthy goal," Cpurtenay said. ' "But, ;emember that it is difficult 

to become an excellent teacher because you always have something that can be improved." 
. . .  .. 

' 
. .--.. 

Using both visual and verbal teaching methods i'o importa~i, Courtenay said: 
Educators also should keep .traditional teaching methodologies while always adding new 
technologies,~he continued. . 

t i  Most people are multi-preferential in their learning modes, he said. "Even 
if we donlt.learn as well with one method, such as a lecture or achievement tests, 
we have the potential to learn under any method." . .  

The key to exce1lenc.e is using different methods to "tap the potential of the 
learner," Courtenay said. "The learners bring a wealth of knowledge to the learning 
experience, and we must learn to tap those resources as part of the learning process." 

--more-- 
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Bill L. Taylor, associate pastorfmiaister of education at Prestonwood Baptist 
Church, Dallas, said Southern Baptists are going through "troubled waters. 

11 There has never been a time when we needed to focus on excellence and to 
build up our standards as Southern Baptists as today." 

Noting that 57 percent of the more than 37,000 Southern Baptist churches 
reported five or less baptisms in 1988, Taylor urged conferees to look at role 

models of the past for building Sunday School programs and increasing baptisms. 

It B. W. Spilman, the first field secretary at the Sunday School Board, had 
barely a first grade education, " Taylor siad. "He created the f-irst training model " 

for Southern Baptists in the early 1900s, and it was called the 'Southern Baptist 
miracle.' Today, we can't train the people we have and many of them are college 
graduates." 

Taylar also cited the growth promotion methods of the late J. N. Barnette, when 
more than one million new persons per year were enrolled in Sunday school in the 
mid-1950s. 

"Why can't we do that today?" Taylor asked. 

Arnold Brown, chairman of a New York City consulting firm, cited several social, 
economic, political and technological factors affecting religious education in the 
future. 

II Baby-boomers are becoming increasingly aware of their mortality and are 
beginning to think about what kind of legacy they want to leave," Brown said. At the 
same time, there is a new emphasis on the "search for meaning. 

"People are looking for a more intimate relationship with the divine," Brown 
said. "There is a growing interest in teaching of religion in public schools." 

Technological factors also have'an impact on a changing society, Brown said. 

It Machines are forcing us to become what they want us to be," he siad. "Although 
we are increasing our capacity to generate more information through technological 
advances, we cannot generate our capacity to analyze all the information available to us. 

This eventually leads to information overload, Brown said. 

We reach the point of negative information -- having too much that it makes a 
negative impact on our ability to think and teach.: 

In business sessions, Bob Edd Shotwell, minister of education/administration, 
Hyde Baptist Church, Austin, Texas, was elected association president for 1989-90. 

Other new officers include Katie Grogan, director of inter-program field services, 
Baptist Convention of MarylandfDelaware, Columbia, president-elect; Wayne Poling, 
church growth consultant, Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, vice president; 
Walter Jacobs, minister of education, Edwards Road Baptist Church, Greenville, S .C. , 
eastern vice president. 

Also Frank Fain, minister of education, Winnwood Baptist Church, Kansas City, 
central vice president; Thomas Kelly, director of church development, California Southern 
Baptist Convention, Fresno, western vice president; and Cathy Nixon, director of education 
ministries, Northminister Baptist Church, Monroe, La., assistant secretary. 

Joe Haynes, growthfadministration consultant, Baptist Sunday School Board, was 
reelected sectetaryltreasurer. 

LeRoy Ford, professor emeritus of,foundations of education at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, received the distinguished leadership award for 
contributions to religious education. 

-30-- 
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Monday Forum 
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LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 12--For leadersh ip  t h a t  kept missions-minded women above 
controversy t h a t  has plagued t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. Carolyn Weatherfoxd of 
Birmingham, Ala.. Monday received t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Forum' s "Denominational 
Stat esperson Award .ll 

The forum honored Weatherford "for i n t e g r i t y  and ac t ions  i n  holding t h e  banner of 
missions ... above the winds of controversy." 

Weatherford w i l l  t ake  early re t i rement  from her  pos i t ion  as execut ive d i r e c t o r  of 
t h e  Woman's Missionary Union i n  August j u s t  before her  marriage t o  Cinc inna t i  pas to r  
J o e  Crumpler. 

She has l e d  t h e  1.2lnill ion-member missions education organiza t ion  f o r  women, 
girls and preschoolers  f o r  15  yea r s .  

"I am no t  leaving denominational s ta tesmanshipew she t o l d  700 people a t  t h e  
forum's Monday af te rnoon sess ion .  

She s a i d  she  w i l l  cont inue t o  pursue "a v i s i o n  of a f r ac tu red  convention being 
made whole again" and renewing i ts  commitment to "giving hope t o  people who are 
hopeless.  

'We cannot sit idly by and wish t h a t  th ings  were b e t t e r  un le s s  we're w i l l i n g  t o  
work t o  make them so." Weatherford said.  

Her predecessor ,  Alma Hunt, 79. pa r t i c ipa t ed  i n  t h e  award presenta t ion .  Hunt said 
Weatherford became na world B a p t i s t  c i t i z e n n  during her  tenure a t  t he  agency. 

The forum's a f te rnoon s e s s i o n  centered on preaching. with messages by Clyde Fant,  
chapla in  a t  S t e t son  Univers i ty  i n  Deland. Fla., and Fred Craddock, professor  of New 
Testament and preaching a t  Emory Univers i ty ' s  Candler School of Theology i n  At lan ta .  

Fant took aim a t  "pulp i t  popesw who view themselves a s  " i n f a l l i b l e  when speaking." 
Such preachers, he sa id .  w i l l  take a t o l l  on t h e  h i s t o r i c  Bap t i s t  doc t r ine  of t he  
priesthood of t h e  be l i eve r .  

According t o  Fant ,  "as wi th  a l l  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  monarchies, t h e r e  is no room f o r  
f r e s h  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n  t h e  s tudy  (of the Bible). no room f o r  humanity i n  the pulpit, 
no room f o r  humor, no room f o r  grace ,  

"And eventua l ly ,  t h e r e  is no  room f o r  the Bib le  -- t h e  Bib le  a s  it r e a l l y  is. 
I t ' e  t o o  open, t o o  varied." 

Fant s a i d  i t ' s  perplexing that "fundamentalist i n t e r p r e t e r s  harmonize every 
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  Matthew, Mark, Luke and John ... but they won't harmonize t h e i r  
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w i t h  their fel low preachers." 

When a preacher  t h i n k s  his biblical i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  are t h e  same as "the mind of 
God," Fant said, " there  is room f o r  only one truth," one t h a t  is " r e a l l y  no more than  
the idolatrous worship of past tradition." 

Craddock s a i d  preachers unwittingly f o r f e i t  their freedom i n  t h e  pu lp i t  by 
worrying what their peers think, c mpeting wi th  colleagues, focusing on their enemies, 
becoming "addictedn t o  comfortable circumstancee and accept ing failure. 
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But the g r e a t e s t  loss of freedom i n  Chr is t ian  circles, Crad,dock sa id .  stems from 
"a growing p a r t i a l i t y  i n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  people have with  each other." a phenomenon he 
has observed as he has t r ave l ed  t o  speaking engagements across t h e  country. 

There 's  a widespread f e a r  of s t r ange r s .  Craddock sa id .  Yet the basic meaning of 
Hebrews 13:l-2 i n  the New Testament. he said. exhorts  Chr i s t i ans  not  t o  neglec t  "love 
f o r  the s t ranger . "  

C h r i s t i a n s  need to f i g h t  t h e  growing temptation t o  "hold back1' i n  giving t h e i r  
l i v e s  t o  God. Craddock sa id .  

'When I was i n  my l a t e  teens,' '  Craddock commented. "I wanted t o  be a preacher. 
When I was i n  my l a t e  20s. I wanted t o  be a good preacher.  

"Now that I am 60." t h e  professor  continued, "I want more than anything else t o  be 
a Chr i s t i an ,  t o  l i v e  simply, t o  love generously, t o  seek t r u th .  t o  serve  f a i t h f u l l y  and 
l e a v e  everything e l s e  t o  God." 

--3 0- 

By A r t  Toals ton -- 9:45  p.m. Monday 
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Pastors1 Conference wrapup' . ,. , . 
. ,. 

. , 

LAS VEGAS , - N ~ v .  , June 12 -- ,'€ncouiagement, hope and guidance were offered by a 
battery of preachers at, the twoiday Southern Baptist Pastors' Conference for clergymen 
who must deal with the ,stresses 'of ministry. 

.' - 
, . 

In the closing session, former SBC President Adrian Rogers of Memphis, Tenn., called 
on Southern Baptist preachers to rriount a campaign against all forms of sin and degradation 
in the United States by holding higher faith in Jesus Christ. 

. . , . 
"our job is t o  lift up the truth (of Jesus ~ h r i s t )  so judgment, justice and equity 

can enter." . . 

. . 
Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church, said, "America is in serious trouble. Our 

days as the land of the free and the home of the brave are numbered. We pray, 'Oh, God, do 
something. ' But he doe$nlt because sin has built a barrier between rhis nation and God." 

. A 

Rogers said abortion, pornography, drug and alcohol abuse, sexual immorality, 
dishonesty and other sins are responsible for social and moral chaos in the country today. 

~eanwhile, other. speakers urged pastors to guard against forces that threaten their 
ministries. 

"It is essential that God's men and women understand how to deal with conflict," 
said Charles Stan1ey;forrner SBC president and pastor of First Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga. 
"We are in a battle with Satan, and he will do all he can to destroy your ministry and 
divide your church. . 

11 God will equip you and give you strength to continue," Stanley promised. 

When church members sense fear or see compromise, "you begin to lose your place of 
leadership and you lose respect as a leader," he told the pastors. 

Stanley also warned pastors about running from conflict, because it was possible 
they could run out of the will of God. He added that it is not the place of a friend to 
seek to find 'a place for someone who seems to be in the middle o f  a difficult situation. 
Instead, he said the person should seek the leadership of God. 

If pastors would set aside time to have a personal, quiet time with God, several 
things would 'happen which would help them build strength and be confident in dealing with 
conflict, Stanley predicted.'. 

, . 

"God will make you sensitive to what is happening in the situation. "He will renew 
you physically and emotionally. God also will icassure you of his presence and will refocus 
attention from conflict and put it on him. 

"Keep your eyes on Christ. When your eyes are'on Jesus Christ, there is nothing you 
cannot f a'ce victoriously." 

Home Mission Board President Larry Lewis of Atlanta, challenged the pastors to 
make soul winning a top priority of their ministries. 

"There is no greater need in the Southern Baptist Convention than for soul winners. 
Pastors, deacons, evangelists and Sunday school teachers all need to be recommitted to be 
soul winners." 

-more-- 
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Texas pastor Daryl Gilyard challenged the pastors to "take your eyes off your 
circumstances and difficulties and Jesus will bring triumph out of your tragedy. 
Jesus enables us to meet whatever challenge we have with confidence." 

. -. 
After a personal testimony of how he never knew his parents and lived five 

years under a bridge, Gilyard, pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church in Garland, Texas, 
said, "I decided that the only way to rise out of the mud of self pity was to put 
my eyes on Jesus. When I took my eyes off myself and put my eyks on Jesus, a peace 
came over me." 

John Bisagno, pastor of First Baptist Church, Houston, Texas, called the pastors 
to spiritual renewal as a step toward revival in their churches. 

"America and the Southern Baptist Convention need revival," Bisagno said. "I 
believe all thecommitteesand discussions and analysis are nor going to change America. 
Somehow, the breath of God has got to come on Southern Baptists. 

"If you really mean business, put away strange gods and confess your sins," 
Bisagno challenged the pastors. 

Tom Elliff, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, Del City, Okla., told the 
pastors to "come to God on his terms. If you hear His voice, harden not your hearts. 

I' You don't come to God when you want to, you come when he calls you or not at 
all," Elliff concluded. "God wants you to agree with him today." 

John Click, pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church, Wichita, Kans., asked the pastors 
to have a spirit of ~od's power, not fear. 

"Stand your ground and suffer for the Gospel," he challenged them. "what you 
believe can make the difference between heaven and hell for someone. 

It A doctrinal stance has no impact if it is not baptized in agape love," he 
warned. "A loveless gospel is a dead, ineffective, fruitless gospel. It is no 
gospel. Stand your ground, but stand lovingly. 

Another speaker, J. Harold Smith, president of Radio Bible Hour Inc., Newport, 
Tenn, said he has "never been prouder to be a Southern Baptist than during the last 
10 years (when the SBC has been engaged in doctrinal controversy). 

"I am proud of our past president and our present leadership," he said. 

About 9,000 persons attending the pastors' conference elected Elliff president 
without opposition. 

Ron Hart, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, Tucson, Ariz., also was 
elected unanimously as first vice president. Robert Holmes, pastor of First 
Southern Baptist Church, Henderson, Nev., was elected secretary-treasurer. 

By Jim Lowrey and Louis Moore--10:30 p.m. Monday 
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Forum Wrapup 

LAS VEGAS, Nev:. June 12--Words b u t t r e s s i n g  a h i s t o r i c  Baptist doct r ine ,  t h e  
pr ies thood of t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  were heard wi th  r e g u l a r i t y  Monday dur ing  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  ~ o r u m .  

The forum, a meeting ground f o r  t h e  l o s i n g  s i d e  i n  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  of both 
t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention and t h e  p a s t o r ' s  conference i n  r ecen t  years .  a l s o  
honored Carolyn Weatherford. outgoing execut ive d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Woman's Missionary 
Union, w i th  i t s  "Denominational S ta tesperson  Award." The forum commended her  f o r  
p lay ing  a key r o l e  i n  keeping t h e  Birmingham-based agency above t h e  denominational 
f r ~ y .  

The forum heard addresses  by two non-Baptists, Robert Schul le r ,  TV preacher.  
popular  au thor  and pas to r  of the C r y s t a l  Cathedral i n  Garden Grove. Cal i f . .  and Fred 
Craddock, p ro fe s so r  of New Testament and preaching a t  Emory Un ive r s i t y ' s  United 
Methodist  C a n d l e r  School of Theology i n  Atlanta .  

Two o the r  forum speakers  took d i r e c t  aim a t  a r e so lu t ion  "On the ~ i i e s t h o o d  of t he  
Be l i eve rw  from t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention l as t  year  i n  San Antonio. 

The d o c t r i n e  received " c a v a l i e r  t reatmentw from t h e  r e so lu t ions  committee t h a t  
i n i t i a t e d  t h e  s t a n c e  l a s t . y e a r ,  charged Molly Marshall-Green, a s s o c i a t e  dean of t h e  
school  of theology and a s s i s t a n t  professor  of theology at Southern B a p t i s t  Theological  
Seminary, L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky. 

She a l s o  enunciated s e v e r a l  components of t h e  priesthood of t h e  b e l i e v e r  r e l evan t  
"in our  B a p t i s t  l i f e  today." Among them: " re s i s t ance  t o  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  p a s t o r a l  
l eadersh ip ."  

Clyde Fant, chapla in  a t  S t e t s o n  Universi ty ,  Deland, Fla.. argued t h a t  "pulp i t  
popes" who view themselves as i n f a l l i b l e  a r e  undermining t h e  pr iesthood of the 
b e l i e v e r .  

He  noted t h a t  "eventually.  t h e r e  i s  no room f o r  t h e  Bib le  -- the  B ib le  as  it 
r e a l l y  is. It's t o o  open, t o o  varied1'  f o r  "fundamentalist i n t e r p r e t e r s . "  

Forum a t tendance  grew from about  500 t o  a day's end t o t a l  of 700. 

The be l iever ' s -pr ies thood resolution was adopted by messengers by about a 10 
percent margin after attempts f a i l e d  t o  amend o r  refer it to t h e  convent ion 's  Executive 
Committee. 

The r e s o l u t i o n ,  whi le  a f f i rming  t h e  pr iesthood of t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  s t a t e d  that the 
d o c t r i n e  "in no way c o n t r a d i c t s  the b i b l i c a l  understanding of t h e  r o l e ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
and a u t h o r i t y  of the pastor," who is "cal led of God t o  l ead  the local church." 

--more-- 
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The r e s o l u t i o n  charged t h a t  the doc t r ine  "has been used t o  j u s t i f y  wrongly t h e  
a t t i t u d e  that a C h r i s t i a n  may b e l i e v e  whatever he s o  chooses and s t i l l  be considered a 
loya l  Southern B a p t i s t .  " 

The priesthood of t h e  b e l i e v e r  does no t  make faith "the p r i v a t i z e d  domain of t h e  
ind iv idua l , "  Marshall-Green s a i d ,  no r  does i t  l i c e n s e  a person t o  say, "Nobody can t e l l  
me -what t o  bel ieve."  

But, she argued, Itno :counci l ,  c reed ,  confession o r  presumptuous creep (must) u s u r p  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  belongs t o  God alone." 

Weatherford has l e d  t h e  1.2-million-member missions educat ion organiza t ion  f o r  
women, g i r l s  and preschoolers f o r  15 years. She will take ear ly  re t i rement  i n  August 
j u s t  before  her  marriage t o  C i n c i n n a t i  pas tor  J o e  Crumpler. 

"I am no t  l eav ing  denominational statesmanship," she t o l d  t h e  forum.. She said she 
w i l l  cont inue t o  pursue "a v i s i o n  of a f r ac tu red  convention being made whole again." 

The Uptom B a p t i s t  Church of Chicago was s e l e c t e d  f o r  the forum's nChurch of the  
Year Award" f o r  t a c k l i n g  an array of urban min i s t r e s  i n  i t s  neighborhood, five miles  
n o r t h  of t h e  downtown a rea .  , 

I Worship s e r v i c e s  .a t '  t h e  church, encompassing about 500 people,  are held i n  seven 
languages. About 150 vo lun tee r s  p a r t i c i p a t e  weekly i n  providing hot  meals, overnight 
s h e l t e r ,  s o b r i e t y  help and o'thqr programs t o  some 8,000 people. 

, Next summer's forum will be h e l d  the  day before  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention i n  
New O r l e a n s , a t . t h e  3.000-seat Sanger Center f o r  t h e  Performing A r t s  near the  Superdome 

--3 P- 

By A r t  ' ~ a a l s t o n  -- 10:40 p.m.. Monday 
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WMU Monday Evening 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 12 -- A recently-retired foreign missionary and a missions 
volunteer who has served in 25 countries in 19 years called on Southern Baptists Monday to 
redouble their giving and going to do missions at the closing session of the two-day 
annual meeting of Woman's Missionary Union, auxiliary of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Former medical missionary Wana Ann Fort, who with her doctor husband, Gidks, served 
for 26 years as a medical missionary in Zimbabwe, told the women that three of the couple's 
five sons are also serving as missionaries in Africa. 

Dr. Fort's illness forced the couple to return to the United States in 1986. 

I1 It has been very difficult because we were not able to return to the land we loved," 
said Mrs Fort, "but we are grateful that our ~Mldrenhave chosen to obey the Lord. 

II Long after we pass from the scene, they will still be proclaiming His name.'' 

Mrs. Fort read a segment of an anguished letter from her oldest son, David, a medical 
missionary serving in Nalerigu Baptist Hospital in Ghana. 

Dr. Fort wrote about a budget cut that the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
had been forced to make due to declines in missions giving. As a result, he said, many 
people would not receive the medical aid they badly need. 

"It is difficult to deal with this, especially considering the affluence of our 
denomination as a whole and of many of the churches," Dr. Fort wrote. 

Winona Cobb, who with her husband, Morris, has done partnership missions in more 
than 25 countries, reminded the women that today it is possible to take a jet plane to the 
ends of the earth, witness two weeks for the Lord and get back home in less time than 
it took the Apostle Paul to load the ship for his first missionary journey. 

She contrasted the comfortable situation of most Baptists in the United States with 
a scene of "believers in Nigeria who worship under a tree, sitting on a log or a dung heap 
where the parasites crawl up into their bodies and make them sick--no Bibles, no song 
books, no pastors, no hope of ever having any." 

Mrs. Cobb said she believes that if Lottie Moon (pioneer missionary to China for whom 
the Southern Baptist foreign mission offering is named) were alive, "she would be on wide . 
screen television, bouncing messages off Telstar and enlisting people and loading up 
747 jets taking people into all the world to make a witness." 

The women heard testimonies from its Acteens National Advisory Panel of six teenage 
girls including Deborah T. Aye of Valencia, Calif., a native of Japan who said she feels 
God wants her to be a foreign missionary. 

Others on the panel include Lourdes Floridalma Carrera of Columbia, S.C.; Pat 
Griffin of Fairfax, Va. ; Michelle Mitchell of Bellevue, Neb. ; ~ o r i  Suzanne Webb of Lanett, 
Ala., and Tonia Wheeler of High Point, N.C. 

By Orville Scott -- 7:05 a.m. Tuesday 
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LAS VEGAS, Nev.. June 12--Members of Southern Bap t i s t  Woman's Missionary Union 
r a l l i e d  around t h e  theme "In His Name1* f o r  t h e i r  two-day annual meeting as they 
considered ways t o  be more e f f e c t i v e  f o r  missions a t  home and abroad. 

Crowds a s  h igh  a s  1,600 were present  i n  the  rotunda of t he  Las Vegas Convention 
Center as members of t h e  woman's a u x i l i a r y  t o  t h e  Southern Baptist Convention heard 
t e s t imon ies  from mis s iona r i e s ,  l i s t e n e d  t o  updates on t h e  denomination's s p e c i a l  
mission o f f e r ings ,  and l ea rned  of coun t r i e s  which remain closed t o  t h e  gospel message. 

I n  h e r  outgoing comments, r e t i r i n g  executive d i r e c t o r  Carolyn Weatherford of 
Birmingham, Ala., deplored t h e  10-year-old controversy which has polar ized  t h e  
denomination and consumed two t h i r d s  of her tenure  a t  t h e  helm of t h e  na t ion ' s  l a r g e s t  
woman's missions organiza t ion .  

Weatherford drew applause when she  sa id ,  "It i s  imperative t h a t .  ins tead  of 
cont inuing  t o  draw swords and choose s i d e s ,  we acknowledge t h a t  nothing t h a t  d iv ides  u s  
is  as important as t h a t  which binds us i n  Chr i s t ' s  mandate t o  go i n t o  a11 t h e  world and 
preach t h e  gospel t o  all t he  people." 

Other  obs t ac l e s  on t h e  horizon f o r  t h e  organiza t ion  include a weakening of 
missions emphasis in t h e  convention, a dec l in ing  percentage of churches wi th  WMU u n i t s  
and a r e s u l t i n g  l e v e l i n g  out  of n a t i o n a l  membership. 

A s  p a r t  of t he  f i n a l  address  t o  t h e  group a t  t h e  annual denominational gathering.  
Weatherford observed t h a t  SBC l e a d e r s h i p  "continues t o  come from churches where the 
Cooperative Program i s  l e s s  than f ive  percent of t h e  t o t a l  budget r a t h e r  than from 
churches where coopera t ive  missions i s  emphasized by CP g i f t s  i n  t h e  20-30 percent  
ca tegory  . l1 

Weatherford s a i d  s h e  f ea red  t h e  combination of problems is  showing up i n  a lack of 
commitment t o  t h e  denomination's missions programs and will cause a f u r t h e r  eroding i n  
funding of those  programs. 

I n  r ecogn i t i on  of h e r  15 yea r s  service t o  t h e  organizat ion,  Weatherford was 
honored f o r  c o n s i s t e n t l y  cha l lenging  WMlf memberr and Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  remain t r u e  
t o  miseiohs. 

The framed c i t a t i o n  was presented  by Foreign Mission Board President Keith Parks- 
of Richmond, Va.. and Home Mission Board President  Larry Lewis of Atlanta .  

WMJ members heard Parks report  t h a t  giving t o  t h i s  year 's  L o t t i e  Moon Christmas 
Offering jumped almost 13 percent  from l a s t  year t o  $78,776,000. The t o t a l  is the 
l a r g e s t  percentage increase since 1982. 

Lewis s a i d  it was t o o  e a r l y  t o  p ro j ec t  the  giving lwel of t h e  Annie Armstrong 
E a s t e r  Offering f o r  Home Missions, but preliminary receipts i n d i c a t e  a similar gain  f o r  
the of fe r ing .  
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Though both o f f e r i n g s  may show an increase  t h i s  year. Weatherford reminded t h e  
crowd t h a t  n e i t h e r  o f f e r i n g s  have met t h e i r  goal s ince  1981. In  add i t i on ,  both agencies  
ate s t r u g g l i n g  under massive budget c u t s  t h a t  threaten t h e  f u t u r e  of Southern Baptist 
fo re ign  and home miss ions  e f f o r t s ,  she sa id .  

For t h e  f i r s t  t ime,  b l ack  banners were used i n  the annual processional  of flags t o  
dramatize t he  number of na t ions  t h a t  a r e  closed t o  missionaries .  

WMU members heard ways t h e  Foreign Mission Board is  at tempting t o  p l an t  t h e  gospel 
i n  those  coun t r i e s  by u s e  of non-resident missionaries .  

John and Avah Shelby, s e r v i n g  through Cooperative Services I n t e r n a t i o n a l  (CSI)  i n  
Hong Kong. gave t e s t imon ies  of how they shared the  gospel i n  such nations. CSI i s  
sponsored by t h e  Foreign Mission Board. 

Dressed i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  Mongolian c lo th ing ,  Avah Shelby t o l d  how next years  
C h r i s t i a n  p ro fe s so r s  w i l l  be allowed t o  t each  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  Bei j ing ,  China. Doors 
a r e  a l s o  opening f o r  o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n  profess iona ls  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  through s i m i l a r  
exchange programs. Ifnot t o  go and preach, but  t o  model t h e  Chr i s t i an  l i f e  a s  they  
p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  p rofess ion .  1' 

John Shelby t hen  asked Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  pray t h a t  a Chr i s t i an  wi tness  could 
become a r e a l i t y  i n  Mongolia, which does no t  have a Bible  t r a n s l a t e d  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
language. 

"Unti l  we make more progress ,  t h r e e  mi l l i on  people w i l l  wai t  t o  hear about 
C h r i s t ,  l1 he said. 

Richard Har r i s ,  d i r e c t o r  of mass evangelism f o r  t h e  Home Mission Board, caut ioned 
t h e  B a p t i s t  women t o  be s u r e  well- intent ioned programs do not  come between them and 
" the  g lo r ious  task f o r  which w e  have been commissioned--the t a sk  of missions and 
evangelism. 

H a r r i s  s a i d  one way WMU could  become involved i n  reaching more people wi th  t h e  
gospel  is through praying f o r  r e v i v a l  and encouraging t h e i r  churchls  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
next  yea r ' s  n a t i o n a l  simultaneous r w i v a l s .  

" I ' m  convinced t h e  "Here's Hope" r w i v a l s  w i l l  be  one of the  g r e a t e s t  e v a n g e l i s t i c  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  Southern Baptists have ever  experienced," he sa id .  

 he women were chal lenged t o  urge t h e i r  churches t o  increase  t h e i r  g iv ing  t o  t h e  
denomination's missions o f f e r i n g s  t o  ensure missionary needs w i l l  continue t o  be met. 

Wana Ann For t ,  a medical doc tor  who with her  physician husband, Giles.  served f o r  
26 years  a s  mi s s iona r i e s  i n  Zimbabwe, t o l d  how t h r e e  of t h e i r  five sons a r e  a l s o  
se rv ing  as mis s iona r i e s  t o  t h a t  cont inent .  

'2ong a f t e r  we pas s  from the scene, they w i l l  s t i l l  be proclaiming h i s  name," she  
sa id .  

She then  t o l d  of an anguished l e t t e r  from her  o ldes t  son, David, a medical 
missionary se rv ing  i n  Naler igu Baptist Hospital  i n  Ghana. 

He t o l d  of a budget c u t  from t h e  Foreign Mission Board as a r e s u l t  of dec l ines  i n .  
mission giving. which w i l l  make it more d i f f i c u l t  t o  receive t h e  medical supp l i e s  they  
need. 

"It is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s .  e spec i a l ly  considering t h e  a f f luence  of our  
denomination a s  a whole m d  many of the churchee." he wrote. -- 

The women re-e lec ted  Mar jor ie  J. McCullough of Alexandria. La., pres ident  of WMU 
for  1989-90. and P a t t i e  T. Dent of Holly Springs, Xiss., recording secre ta ry .  

By O ~ i l l e  S c o t t  and Joe Westbury--lO:35 p.m. Honday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

HMB's Black Church Extension SBC Fellowship 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 12 -- The Southern Baptist Convention needs the help of black 
Southern Baptists to reach lost souls for Christ, Larry Lewis, president of the Home 
Mission Board, Atlanta, declared Monday. 

In an address t o  the Southern Baptist Black Church Extension Fellowship, Lewis 
added: "If we are going to fulfill our Lord's command to share the gospel with every 
creature .. We need you." 

Focusing on the text found in Acts 10:34-35, he emphasized that "God is no respector 
of persons ... Every man, woman, boy and girl born into this world is born in the image of 
our God, and thus, every nation, every ethnae of people needs to hear about Jesus. 

"There is nobody outside the bounds of God's love; Jesus died for the whole world," 
Lewis said. 

It If we are under the mandate to share the gospel with every creature, the Great 
Commission drives us into the home and heart of every human being, regardless of his race 
or his color or his ethnic background," he continued. "Our bold mission thrust to share 
the gospel is a sincere and genuine commitment to win souls and plan churches anywhere 
people are--regardless of who they are." 

The Home Mission Board's black church extension division is committed to make 
the major thrust of its effort the winning of souls and the planting of churches, Lewis 
said. 

"We're committed ... to develop and grow those churches to be viable, ministering 
bodies in black communities as well as white. 

"If we're going to reflect Christ's mind, if we're going to be about his work ... 
then we need to be planting that body of Christ, that local church, everywhere where 
people are. 

11 We need you--not for what we can give you, but for what you can give us," Lewis 
told the-group of more than 100 black Southern Baptists. "The Southern Baptist Convention 
needs your spirit. You can teach us how to praise ... you can teach us how to have an 
exciting worship. 

"We need you because black America is lost without you," Lewis concluded. 

Emmanuel McCall, director of the mission board's black church extension division, 
shared a ''wish list" with the audience which included 13 goals the division would like to 
see accomplished by the year 2000. They include: 

--Having 5,000 predominantly black congregations in the denomination that are 
strong, thriving, mission-minded and misslon supporting. (Currently, there are more than 
1,300 black Southern Baptist churches. 

--Establishing 5,000 Woman's Missionary Union and 5,000 Brotherhood organizations 
in black churches, which are actively involved in mission education and promotion. 
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--Enrolling 800 black seminarians in the s i x  denominational seminaries. (Currently, 
about 300 are enrolled.) 

I --Providing 400 internships for black students at seminaries and graduate schools: 

I --Employing 15 full-time black faculty members in the s i x  seminaries. 

--Involving at least 100 black people on committees and boards of the convention. 
(Currently, McCall said, there are only about 9.) 

I --Placing more black people on denominational s t a f f s  in other than black church- 
related areas. 

--Seeing more black people in elected offices on associational, state and national 
denominational levels. 

I --Seeing black SBC churches so equipped in mission and social awareness that they 
change the character of their residential communities. 

I --Recording black Southern Baptist churches baptizing 50,000 people per year. 

--Having 360 black people recruited for chaplaincy ministries. 

--Locating 7,500 short-term missions volunteers from black congregations. 

--Locating 200 long-term (one or two years) missions volunteers from black 
congregations. 

--To help black Southern Baptist realize these goals, McCall said the black church 
extension division will get promotional help from the Foreign Mission Board, Baptist 
Sunday School Board, Woman's Missionary Union and Brotherhood conunission. 

"We can tip the balance in Southern Baptist life by our evangelistic zeal," McCall 
said. "We have not yet begun to realize our potential!" 

Also during the meeting, the Sunday School Board's black church development section 
presented two awards for initiative in black church development work. They went t o  
George McCalep, pastor of Greenforest Baptist Church, Decatur, Ga.; and the Baptist 
State Convention of Michigan. 

-30- 

By Brenda Sanders--7:lS a.m. Tuesday 



PHOTO CUTLINES 

\ .,* 
8 . .  REGISTRATION LINE--Carol Foster, (right) a member of Spring Valley Baptist Church 

in Las Vegas, Nev., joined hundreds of Southern Baptists from her city in welcoming 

fellow ~ou~hern ~a~tistd ko Las Vegas for their convention's annual meeting in 

mid-June. ,Foster heiped scores of people register as messengers to the event. 

(Photo by Stanley Leary) 

. 

9. CREDENTIAL CHECK--Sylvia Meenach, (left) helped M ~ r g i e  Robinson confirm her 
. -- -. *------- -- + ..- . 

credentials to register as a messenger to the Southern Baptist Convention annual 

meeting in Las Vegas, Nev., June 13-15. ~eenach is a member of Central Baptist 

Church in Aurora, Colo., and Robinson is a member of Unity Baptist Church in LaGrange, 

Ga. (Photo by Stanley Leary) 

4 

11. FAREWELL ADDRESS--Carolyn Weatherford addressed members of the Southern Baptist 

Woman's Missionary Union during the final WHU annual meeting at which she will be 

the organization's executive director. She will marry Joe Crumpler, pastor of 

Mt. Carmel Baptist Church ,in Cincinnati, Ohio, Aug. 19 and retire from WMU in 

September after 14 years at the organization's helm. (Photo by Stanley Leary) 

44. RESCUE CONFERENCE--Richard D. Land, ~rfght)vexdCutiverdmfechorSoEthhe1~SBupb4~~ 
L 

Baptist Ch'ristian Life Commission, participated in a news conference June 12 sponsored 

by ~obthern Nevada Operation Rescue in Las Vegas. The organizaiion was to conduct 

abortion "rescue" efforts in Las Vegas June 13-15, to coincide with the 132nd 

annual session of the Southern Baptist Convention. Land said he participated in 

the koifeience to "clarify Southern ~aptists' resolutionary stance on abortion," 

.f citing resolutions from 1982 and 1984. 'He was joined by Russ Daime, director of 

Southern Nevada Operation Rescue. (Photo by Bobbye Hill) 

t r  

a , 13. CHURCH MUSICIANS-%ark Edwards, (seated) minister of music at First Baptist Church 

of Nashville, became president of the Southern Baptist: Church Music Conference 
I 

during its annual meeting June 11-12 in Las Vegas, Nev. He was joined by (standing, 

,from left) Bob Hatfield, minister of music at Dawson Memorial Baptist Church in 

~irmingham: Ala., president-elect; Hugh T. McElrath, professor of church music at 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky., immediate past president; 

Louis Ball, professor of music at: Carson-Newman College in Jefferson City, Tenn., 

secretary-treasurer; and Craig Singleton, professor of church music at Golden Gate 

* *  . . Baptist Theological Seminary in Mill Valley,,Calif., chairman of the educational 

division.' (Photo by Brenda Flowers) 

17. FELLOWSHIP TIME--David ~ornelius . . , ' (from left) Elwanda Cornelius. Fdafikiakie . . 
,- Harvey and Carol Shack of Emmanuel Baptist Church in San Jose, Callf., were 

I 4 I - .  , . . .  
?rndng about 100- black- , .  southek ~a~tisti who participhted in their 'denomin.tionla 

' . "  ., . \ . > . ' 1  . > >  + 

A C 

) .  . 
Black Church Extension Fellowship June 12 in Las,Vegas, Nev. They were told , 

" -: * . -.. 
black Southern Baptists play a vital role in reaching the United States for Christ. 
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Music Conference Wrapup 

LAS VEGAS, Nev,, June 12 -- Southern Bap t i s t  musicians f o c u s e d . t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  on 
t h e  theme of "Sound His Word and Share God's Love" a t  a two-day conference preceding 
t h e  132nd annual meeting of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. 

*- . -. - About 240 a t t ended  ;he , sess ions  a t ' . ~ o i l e g e  : ~ ~ r k + ~ a ~ t i s t  Ehlrrch. -. pwei.. d i scuss ions  
3 addressed  how t o  revitalize..praise and worship i n  church, worship planning., and : 

, . . .Yi,:- f.., *.:a .?I -- c r e a t i v e  approaches t o  hymn s inging .  .*.. .-I. --.,i;.:i.f ;;t.. ,: * .. - a  . . ,  % .. c .-.. :fr .-::h . _' . . . .. . 
, .* . 
' C  ~ r e s i d e n ' t  Hugh T. ; .~c~ l rs ih , .  grpfessb;.:of' church m~sic:.at ;Southern *Bapt i s t  . . 

Theological  ~ ~ e m i x & j . , : ~ o u i m ~ l e ~  , Ky. . .;-..described, t h e d s t a b l e  bus expectant state ,of ':the 
' church music 'conferen=e. . .. i. -.:.,, .. c . ial,,i- - ;.is . .:: ... .;! :.:..,;+s.;.. . -2 . .., !-,: L; zJ-<.;.,-k - 

' . . ' .  . . . + 
- + . .. .- 

~*AS we. renew o u i  Fqrnmon e f x o j t  s .: through m k i c l  s funeful-. yoi.ce. w e  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  
advancement: of this *n£ere& thro+ugh.;the:. c$krc& of QU.~: convent-ion, 'l he  said. : . -. * .  . .  . -. . &,I 'a'. 

<f . . - . .  . 
, ; : - .  '..l;..2t;:.;r;..< -.. * * + ,  .. , ,  . , , : -. 1. .- ' .... . "' . .; ,. . . . . . *  ' L  

The musicians honored Dan C. Hail with  the.  ~ , ~ i ~ = . : ; ~ . i n s  '.gy+r.d poosth~mously . He 
was s ta te  music secretary f o r  ' t h g  Miss i s s ipp i  ~ a d t i ' s t  Convention ?-from 1967-87. 

. * ' . I  <s;i'.m,r...i/ , ,;.:* . .,<; i.'' '" ,,,: b +:4 . ,, - - . 1. .- +- - .. a: m :.:* .! .;, !:I.: * ;,? .-. ? 2 .': - :?a .*:.. , -. ' . .d , .+ 

p a n e l i s t s  presented  discussions o n  hoti ,'to r e v i t a l  fit p r a i s  . .~n$~- ,yo~ship .  in: ;h .: . . , 
churches,  ', planning c r e a t i v e l y  f o r  .,worship. and c r e a t i v e  approaches t o  ' hjmn s inging .  

' 3 .  . . ,:. . .", :... ., .".*. .*f,.i..*-+.' ,'. ; ,.. .. , .. . . . -  
. . : , - I  . . , ,p. ,; BY :?:y y*; ,&:.i> , -,\.-&:<, -5  ' t,,: - ,,:?:f,,. . <.: ;; : ? "'..'r'-' ' 

, r d > .  :I ' ..,., > . . > . % ?  

" ' :  ' i o h n '  ~ c ~ u c k i n g ; . .  . dire'ctor .. c9f t h e i k h u r *  ._ . ._ t&kf c:departldenh;<f br  t h . ~ & l i f  D r n i i  4.l - 

Southern ~ a p t i s t  Convent ion,  Fresno . di$'c$Ssed, the'..-"wirids of -change1' An. Southern r. . .. '$ '. . ,, 
~ a p t i s t  church music today .' .. ; : 

1 -. *. - , .  ' - + . ,  . , ::.: ; t i  ;.$2+ >, : ;:.:- '. .. . . .+ $ 
' * v ,  - .* . z;  * -.b-' - . : .., - :, - . .  ,-: +.. 

, .. . . .-. .. 
. The church hai.+ld.=c ~ & ~ h ~ ~ $ i ~ h , e ~ ~ t e m ~ ~ . r ' ~ r ~ ~  aoc&iy."e said.- . . refezr ing t o w h e  

f a c t  t h a t  67 percent  of southern  Baptist churches have either,.plateaued:&-~declined."in 
. .- 

a t tendance .  . . .  ,+. < q i  . 

. . . . 
Speaking about worship planning; Robert .Hatf ie ld,  minister of music a t  Dawsan 

Memorial B a p t i s t  Church; Birmingham, .Ala., said.  L7Jorship se rv i ces  should .be.- well:.' + . . 
planned and have a contagious s p i r i t  of love," . - 

, . . , 

Congregational hymn s inging  .should have an i'mportant place i n  corpora te  time of 
worship, s a i d  David Hairel, m i n i s t e r  of music a t  First Bap t i s t  Church, Conroe. Texas. 

. . 
! 

, . 

. "The l e ad ing  of congrega t iona l  hymn singing can be one of t h e  most rewarding and 
u p l i f t i n g  experiences. 'we, as m i n i s t e r s  of music, can have." he said. 

* .  

Over 240 p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  a l s o  heard numerous- concerts and two sermons by Paul Duke. 
pastor of Kirkwood B a p t i s t  Church. Kirkwood, Mo. 

. J 

- 8 

Duke t o l d  musicians worship s e n i c e s  ohould l eave  out  what w i l l  e n t e r t a i n  but  never 
t raqsf  o m  l i v e s .  

#We should n o t  w o ~ a h i p  t o  h e l p  anyone fee l  good dr make it throuph another  week.I1 
.:'. he s a i d .  "Instead we should b e a t  wi tness  t o  t h e  holy cha rac t e r  of God." 

1 .  

. . c o i f  e s n c e  participants also a t  tendid s i&l taneous  i n t e r e s t  ses&ions  on music i n  
the' s m a l l  church, teaching c h o i r .  members t o  read  music, bu i ld inglmain ta in ing  a s t r o n g  

.. youth c h o i r  and handbel l s  in t h e ' s m a l l  church. 

The musicians also heard vignettes from our hymnal h i s t o r y  and announced t h e  
. winning entry of t h e  1988-89 Hymn Search. R. G. Huff was t h e  'winner w i t h  h i s  entry 

e n t i t l e d  "Fill t h e  E a r t h  With Mlasic." He is m i n i s t e r  of music a t  Univers i ty  H i l l s  
Baprist Church, Denver, Colo. 

--more-- 
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A r e s o l u t i o n  was adopted which expressed concern f o r  t h e  "mounting number of music 
m i n i s t e r s  who a r e  be ing  forcibly . terminated from their places of servi.ce." 

P a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  music conference also es t ab l i shed  a  scholarsh ip  f o r  seminary 
s t u d e n t s  who plan to pursue a c a r e e r  i n  mirsic missions. 

I n  add i t i on ,  t h e y . o f f e r e d  speaking and s inging  t r i b u t e s  t o  Mary June Tabor. 
a s s i s t a n t  i n  the church music department f o r  the Bap t i s t  General Convention of 
Oklahoma, who served as t h e  group's secre ta ry- t reasurer  f o r  20 years. 

Musicians elected Mark Edwards, min is te r  of music a t  First B a p t i s t  Church, 
Nashvi l le ,  Tenn., as pres ident  and Birmingham's Robert Ha t f i e ld  as pres ident -e lec t .  

Executive Council  members elected included Bill Roper, m i n i s t e r  of music a t  First 
B a p t i s t  Church, Montgomery. A l a . ,  and Emerson Por te r ,  min i s t e r  of music a t  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church, Allen, Texas, l o c a l  church d iv i s ion ;  Bobby Jones, a s s o c i a t e  s t a t e  music 
d i r e c t o r  f o r  the Missour i  B a p t i s t  Convention, Je f f e r son  City, denominational d iv i s ion ;  
and Loyd Mins, a s s i s t a n t  professor of church music a t  Southern B a p t i s t  Theological 
Seminary, Louisv. i l le .  Ky.. educa t iona l  d iv is ions .  

--3 0-- 

Eddy Ol ive r  -- 9 : 2 5  a . m .  Tuesday 



News Room 
Las Vegas Convention Center 

(702) 79l-8600 

Alvin C. Shackleford 
SBC Press Representative 

Dan Martin 
News Room Manager 

Manr Knox 
Features Manager 

Southern Baptist Convention 
Las Vegas, June 13-15,1989 

. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Messenger Opinion of Las Vegas 

LAS VEGAS, June 13--Southem B a p t i s t s  th ink  Las Vegas is  b e a u t i f u l  a t  n igh t ,  and 
no t  n e a r l y  a s  bad as they expected, a survey taken  Tuesday indica ted .  

"It's a whole l o t  different than I thought," s a i d  Helen Flannery from Danvi l le ,  
Ky. "I thought it was going t o  be wicked." 

Patsy Connerley from Greenvi l le ,  Miss., was nervous about br inging  he r  fou r  
c h i l d r e n  wi th  h e r  t o  Las Vegas. "But i t ' s  not  a s  bad as I thought it might be," she 
s a i d .  'We're en joying  it ." 

Jesse and E d i t h  Head from Morganton. N.C., who have been coming t o  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention s i n c e  1947, had nothing but  good th ings  t o  say about t h e  c i t y .  

'We've been t r e a t e d  f ine , "  Head sa id .  "Everyone has gone overboard t o  be n i c e  t o  
US. I' 

"It's not  nea r  as bad a s  I thought i t ' d  be," s a i d  Edith.  "1 wouldn't mind coming 
back sometime." - 

For Rodney Johnson of Dike. Texas, a t t end ing  t h e  SBC i n  Las Vegas has brought back 
some wonderful memories. He was h e r e  once before--19 years  ago on h i s  honeymoon. 

"It's a b e a u t i f u l  city, ' '  h e  sa id .  He drove i n t o  tarn a t  n igh t  coming from Hoover 
Dam and could see t h e  l i g h t s  of Las Vegas mi les  before  he h i t  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s .  

H e  was s u r p r i s e d  a t  how t h e  city had grown up s ince  his last t r i p ,  bu t  many o t h e r  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  are t h e  same, he sa id .  Even 19 yea r s  ago the  cas inos  were r i g h t  i n s i d e  
t h e  hotel doors. 

"That doesn ' t  bo ther  me," he sa id .  "If Southern B a p t i ~ t s  can go t o  New Orleans,  
they can go t o  L a s  Vegas. Southern Bap t i s t s  need t o  be i n  Las Vegas; someone has t o  
p l a n t  t h e  seeds (of C h r i s t i a n i t y ) . "  

Tom and Paula Fowler from Noble, Okla., a l s o  drove i n t o  t h e  c i t y  a t  n igh t ,  
a r r i v i n g  about 4 a.m., and were shocked t o  f i n d  t h e  casinos f u l l ,  even a t  t h a t  hour. 

"It'6 a d i f f e r e n t  environment," said Mrs. Fowler. l!Everythingls geared towards 
gambling." 

Fowler said he  had mixed f e e l i n g s  about holding t h e  convention i n  Las Vegas bu t  
now is glad of t h e  dec is ion .  l l I t ' e  exc i t i ng ,  hea t ing  about t h e  wi tness ing  e f f o r t s , "  he 
sa id .  

As f a r  as Ben Lokteff  of E l  ~ e n t i o ,  ca l i f . .  is concerned, t h e  wi tness ing  e f f o r t s  
are t h e  only  redeeming f a c t o r  in holding t h e  convention i n  Las Vegas. 'We should n o t  
be here." he said. 'We're p u t t i n g  a l o t  of money i n t o  t h e i r  bus iness  and i t ' s  n o t  t h e  
kind of bus iness  I ' d  want u s  t o  pu t  our money into." 

"'It's l ike  any o t h e r  c i t y , "  s a i d  Sterling K i m  of Maui, Hawaii. "There a r e  souls 
t o  be won." He said he concen t r a t e s  on wi tness ing  and docengt  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  the 
o t h e r  th ings .  

Jane Kent. 72, of Lousivil le,  Ky.. agrees.  It 's her first  time in L a s  Vegas, but 
she ' s  not shocked. 'We should be f l e x i b l e  enough t o  walk pas t  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  lobby,'' 
sh sa id .  
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- 
Susan Nichols of Troy. Ala.. has no t  been tempted t o  pu t  any of her co ins  i n t o  t h e  

s l o t  machines. "People were so worried we'd (Southern ~ a p t i s t s l b e  tempted t o  gamble, 
but  I haven't  been," s h e  sa id .  

But she  has been su rp r i s ed  a t  some of the c i t y ' s  rougher edges. "I thought it'd be 
all glamour, but t h e r e  are some sleezy spots, even on the  S t r ip , "  she said. ''1 don' t  
t h i n k  I ' d  want t o  come back." 

Stacey Light foot .  8, of Kennett ,  Mo.. has never been i n  a city t h i s  b i g  before  and 
would like t o  come back. "I like it," she sa id .  "It's b i g  and t h e r e l r e  lots of 
f l a s h i n g  l i g h t s . "  

But she ' s  no t  s o  fond of t h e  casinos.  "I don ' t  like all those people; i t ' s  s o  
crowded. " 

P h i l l i p  Graves. another  8-year-old from Glen Rose. Texas, agreed with Stacey about 
t h e  cas inos  and summed it up in one word. mYukltt 

"I wish it was more like San Antonio," he said. 

"It was weird going i n t o  t h e  h o t e l s n  s a i d  LaRaine Dail ,  21, from Clearwater,  F l a .  
" A l l  those  s l o t  machines. It r e a l l y  looked tempting. I th ink  t h e r e ' s  some psychology 
involved i n  p u t t i n g  t h e  machines j u s t  as you go in." 

Monte Hodges from Mayfield, Ky., not iced  t h e  temptation, e s p e c i a l l y  among o l d e r  
people.  "I was s u r p r i s e d  haw many sen io r  a d u l t s  were gambling a t  t h e  nickle 
machines," he said. During d inne r  one n igh t  he watched one woman working six machines 
f o r  over an hour without a s i n g l e  pay-off. 

Even when someone wins, i t ' s  no b ig  deal, he said. "They're not  smiling. They're 
n o t  g e t t i n g  any joy out of it." 

Although he o r i g i n a l l y  was opposed t o  holding t h e  convention i n  Las Vegas, just 24 
hours  in  t h e  city has changed his mind. nI 've had t h r e e  oppor tun i t i e s  t o  wi tness  s i n c e  
Sunday afternoon,  he sa id .  nPeople are very open." 

On the way t o  his room. Hodges s a i d  he t a l k e d  wi th  the b e l l  boy about why he was 
i n  t h e  c i t y  and got  some l o c a l  advice: nDon't play the games; j u s t  enjoy t h e  cheap 
food and soak up t h e  sun." 
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FOR I W D I A T E  RELEASE 

Opening SBC Session Tuesday 

LAS VEGAS. Nev., June 13--I1Las Vegas, Southern B a p t i s t s  a r e  here,"  s a i d  a 
Miss i s s ipp i  pas to r ,  extending g ree t ings  Tuesday t o  t h e  c i t y  where t h e  132nd convention 
of t h e  14.7 m i l l i o n  member denomiation opened a t h r e e  day run. 

Gerald Har r i s ,  pa s to r  of Colonia l  Heights B a p t i s t  Church, Jackson, Miss., 
acknowledged be fo re  18,005 messengers i n  t h e i r  opening se s s ion  t h a t  Las Vegas is  "an 
a l l u r i n g  c i ty . "  

H a r r i s  c i t e d  "its b i g  names and i t s  b i g  games ... i t s  limousines and luminar ies ,  
i ts b r i l l i a n t  l i g h t s  and p ro fe s s iona l  f i g h t s  and i t s  busy nights ."  

Chr i s t i ans ,  however, u l t i m a t e l y  look t o  e n t e r  "an e t e r n a l  c i t y  i n  t h e  heavens," 
Harris said, adding, 'We a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t ak ing  as many people t o  t h a t  c e l e s t i a l  c i t y  
as w e  poss ib ly  can.'I 

Already, he noted,  Southern B a p t i s t  wi tness ing  teams and ind iv idua l  church members 
have helped more than  360 Las Vegas r e s i d e n t s  make professions of f a i t h  i n  Chr i s t .  

Harris was scheduled t o  respond t o  a welcome from Mayor Ron Lur i e  but  t h e  l ead ing  
Las Vegas o f f i c i a l  d id  no t  appear.  

The convent ionls  p re s iden t ,  J e r r y  Vines, pas to r  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church 
Jacksonv i l l e ,  Fla . ,  c a l l e d  t h e  convention t o  order  and announced he would be aided i n  
p re s id ing  w e r  t h e  three-day meeting by a team of four  par l iamentar ians.  

Messengers adopted a three-minute limit on messengers, speaking f o r  o r  aga ins t  
any rn t i o n  before  the convention. 

Gray Al l i son ,  p re s iden t  and professor  of evangelism a t  Mid-America Bap t i s t  
Theological  Seminary. Memphis, Tenn., de l ivered  t h e  first of several messages on the 
convent ionls  theme, "Going, Weeping. Sowing, Reaping." 

A l l i son  focused on t h r e e  s o r t s  of i nd iv idua l s  needing Chr i s t i an  wi tness  mentioned 
i n  t h e  New Testament Book of Jude. 

Some a r e  good people who simply need an explanat ion of the gospel,  such as 
c h i l d r e n  of church members, A l l i son  sa id .  "They a r e  not  b i t t e r  toward God. They a r e  
n o t  mean and ugly. But they are s inne r s , "  he sa id .  

Others  a r e  people "who have had opportuni ty a f t e r  opportuni ty and have not  
responded t o  the gospel ,  A l l i s o n  sa id .  

'We need t o  go t o  them with a holy boldness," he s a i d ,  and urge them t o  r e th ink  
their hesitance t o  turn t o  faith.  Christians must seek t o  "pu l l  them out  of the very 
jaws of h e l l  i t s e l f  .n 

The t h i r d  s o r t  of ind iv idua l s  needing C h r i s t i a n  wi tness ,  A l l i s o n  sa id ,  a r e  " the 
gamblers, t h e  dope a d d i c t s ,  t h e  drunkards,  t h e  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  t h e  openly wicked and 
v i c i o u s  pe ple  i n  t h i s  world." 

J e s u s  reached out  t o  them. A l l i s o n  sa id ,  "and we must do i t  also." 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Executive Committee Report 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 13 -- Messengers t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention adopted 
a $137.2 m i l l i o n  budget f o r  1989-90 and approved 11 o the r  recommendations from i ts  
Execut ive Committee wi th  a minimum of debate. 

The budget i s  a decrease of $8.4 m i l l i o n  from t h e  $145.6 mil l ion  budget f o r  t h e  
c u r r e n t  year ,  1988-89. 

The new budget w i l l  a l l o c a t e  $134.7 m i l l i o n  for opera t ing  expenses of 19 SBC 
agencies ,  and $2.5 m i l l i o n  f o r  c a p i t a l  needs. 

P r i o r i t y  i n  a l l o c a t i n g  r e c e i p t s  w i l l  be given t o  c a p i t a l  needs, w i th  one-twelfth 
of t h e  c a p i t a l  needs budget distributed monthly before the basic opera t ing  budget i s  
a l l o c a t e d .  

The 1989-90 budget i s  based on a new budgeting procedure adopted by t h e  SBC 
Executive Committee l a s t  September i n  which f u t u r e  budgets a r e  based on a c t u a l  r e c e i p t s  
f o r  t h  previous year ,  rather than on est imated pro jec t ions  f o r  income. The cu r ren t  
1988-89 budget of $145 m i l l i o n  is  based on income pro jec t ions ,  no t  a c t u a l  r e c e i p t s .  

Under t h e  new procedure, t h e  $134.7 m i l l i o n  opera t ing  budget f o r  1989-90 i s  t h e  
same amount rece ived  dur ing  t h e  f i s c a l  year  which ended Sept. 30, 1988. The amount is  
$2.9 m i l l i o n  l e s s  than t h e  c u r r e n t  1988-89 opera t ing  budget. The new c a p i t a l  needs 
budget r ep re sen t s  a reduct ion  of $4.4 million. 

I n  case income exceeds t h e  budget,  r e c e i p t s  w i l l  be d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  agencies  
according t o  t h e  percentages by which they r ece ive  opera t ing  funds. 

There was no debate  o r  d i scuss ion  on t h e  budget by t h e  19.553 
messengers. 

Debate eurfaced unexpectedly over what normally would have been a rou t ine  
recommendation: a change i n  t h e  statement of purpose f o r  t he  convent ion 's  Home Mission 
Board. 

Bob Crowder, a layman from Birmingham, M a . ,  who l o s t  a lawsui t  aga ins t  t h e  
convention e a r l i e r  t h i s  year, objec ted  t o  t h e  purpose statement because t h e  Executive 

' 

Committee d id  n o t  provide p r i n t e d  copies  of t h e  previous purpose s tatement .  

Convention mesgengers defea ted  a motion t o  postpone cons idera t ion  of t h e  Home 
Mission Board purpose s tatement  u n t i l  copies  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  could be p r in t ed  and 
d i s t r i b u t e d .  

Meosengers a l s o  debated br ie f ly  recommendations f o r  dates and p laces  of f u t u r e  
conventions scheduled i n  1997, 1999 and 2001. Debate centered around t h e  d e s i r e  by 
s e v e r a l  messengers t o  schedule eonventionrr i n  c i t i e s  on t h e  West and East  Coasts,  
r a t h e r  than  i n  Dal las ,  A t l an t a  and New Orleans which were recommended. 

An amendment t o  change t h e  da t e s  of t h e  2001 convention in New Orleans t o  June 
19-21 r a t h e r  than  June 12-14 was defeated,  a f t e r  Executive Committee v i c e  pres ident  Tim 
Headquist explained tha t  the la ter  dates were not ava i l ab l e ,  and c o n t r a c t s  with h o t e l s  
would have t o  be renegotiated. 

--more-- 



Executive Committee Report --page 2 

Future conventions w i l l  meet i n  Dal las ,  June 17-19, 1997; i n  At lan ta ,  June 15-17. 
1999; and i n  New Orleans. June 12-14, 2001. 

A proposal from t h e  SBC Executive Committee which had voted i n  February t o  
recommend c r e a t i o n  of a new Rel ig ious  L ibe r ty  Commission was not  presented t o  t h e  
convention f o r  cons idera t ion .  

SBC Executive Committee chairman Charles Sul l ivan  explained t h a t  t h e  Executive 
Committee on t h e  previous day had amended t h e  proposal t o  c r e a t e  t h e  new agency, 
postponing cons ide ra t ion  u n t i l  t h e  1990 convention i n  New Orleans. Sul l ivan  said t h e  
Executive Committee made t h e  dec is ion  a t  t he  request  of SBC Pres ident  J e r r y  Vines, who 
said deferring the con t rove r s i a l  recommendation would h e l p  the  convention focus on 
missions and evangelism i n  Las Vegas. 

Other Executive Committee recommendations adopted by messengers l imi t ed  the term 
of o f f i c e  of t he  music d i r e c t o r  t o  two years ,  received as information a r epor t  on Bold 
Mission Thrust goals and accomplishments during t h e  years 1985-88, and revised t h e  
program statement of t h e  B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board. 
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Prepared by J i m  Newton. 12:20 p.m., Tuesday 



Note t o  edit The fol lowing s t o r i e s  were included i n  t h e  

5 6: dated June 13, 1989. 

Pa t te rson ,  Cr iswel l  College 
drop at tempt  t o  buy .school 

HEVERLEE, Belgium (BP)--paige Pa t te rson  has ended h i s  effort t o  to buy 
the  f i n a n c i a l l y  t roubled  Belgian Center f o r  B i b l i c a l  Education, following 
months of nego t i a t i ons  wi th  t h e  school ' s  t r u s t e e s .  

Criswell  College, t h e  Da l l a s  Bible  school Pat terson runs, was 
nego t i a t i ng  t o  buy t h e  Belgian school.  But Robert Johnson, chairman of t h e  
Belgian school ' s  board of t r u s t e e s ,  t o l d  European Bapt i s t  Press  Service June 
10: "We have mutually agreed wi th  D r .  Pa t te rson  t h a t  a l l  of our e f f o r t s  t o  
nego t i a t e  t o  a  successfu l  conclusion a r e  terminated. I th ink  both p a r t i e s  
were very sad."  

Johnson s a i d  Pa t t e r son  and t h e  t r u s t e e s  had a r r ived  i n  p r i n c i p l e  a t  a  
successfu l  purchase agreement. Had Pa t te rson  r a i sed  enough money, "I th ink  
we would have followed through t o  a  successfu l  c o n c l ~ s i o n , ' ~  he  added. 

Pa t te rson ,  interviewed by Bap t i s t  Press  June 11, indica ted  he was unable 
t o  gain s u f f i c i e n t  f i n a n c i a l  commitments t o  fund t h e  school i n  t h e  fu tu re .  
"The purchase p r i c e  i t s e l f  was no t  problematic," he said.  But " ju s t  
purchasing it would not  so lve  t h e i r  problems un le s s  I could r a i s e  s u f f i c i e n t  
endowment o r  endowment commitments. " 

He added "One of t h e  g r e a t e s t  t ragedies  of our era (would be) i f  t h a t  
school ,  with its a c c r e d i t a t i o n  and doctora l  program, i s  l o s t  t o  evangel ical  
Chr i s t i an i ty . "  

Pa t te rson  is  pres ident  of Criswell  College and a t r u s t e e  of t h e  Southern 
Bap t i s t  Foreign Mission Board. Sale of the Belgian school would have 
involved Cr iswel l  College, n o t  t h e  Foreign Mission Board. Pa t t e r son  s a i d  i n  
May he needed t o  r a i s e  $2 m i l l i o n  t o  purchase t h e  school and another  $3 
m i l l i o n  endowment t o  undergird i t s  future operat ion.  

I n  March, Pa t te rson  s a i d  he would not  buy the  school i f  he f e l t  he 
would imper i l  i t s  f u t u r e  o r  t h e  f u t u r e  of Criswell College. Criswell's 
annual budget is  $4.5 mi l l i on ,  and Pat terson and h i s  s t a f f  must r a i s e  all of 
i t ,  he sa id .  

"It's a d i f f i c u l t  time f o r  u s  t o  be r a i s i n g  money r i g h t  now with  t h e  
economy i n  Texas down," s a i d  Pa t te rson .  'We're s t i l l  about two years  behind 
i n  recovering." Upturns i n  c h a r i t a b l e  giving l a g  about two years  
behind economic recovery, he s a i d .  

Pa t t e r son  w i l l  con tac t  people who donated money for t h e  purchase, he noted. 
Donors might choose f o r  t h e i r  money t o  be re turned ,  given t o  Criswell  College 
o r  used i n  some o the r  missionary a c t i v i t y ,  he sa id .  

Pa t te rson  s a i d  he has no c u r r e n t  plans f o r  o the r  overseas t heo log ica l  
efforts but would launch them "any time we f e l t  l e d  by the Spirit of God." 
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Southeastern Seminary names 
new development d i r e c t o r  

WAKE EDREST, N.C. (BP)--Raleigh. N.C. ,  attorney George HI Harvey has been named 
d i r e c t o r  of development f o r  Southeastern Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary i n  Wake 
Fores t ,  N.C.. e f f e c t i v e  June 5. 

Harvey, 42, succeeds Robert Spinks, who resigned i n  1987. 

A na t ive  of Greenvi l le ,  N.C., Harvey has been an a t to rney  wi th  Seay, 
Harvey. Ti tchener  and Horne since 1972. His main area of p r a c t i c e  has been 
r e a l  e s t a t e  law. 

Hantey is  a graduate  of East Carol ina Univers i ty  and t h e  Wake Fores t  
Univers i ty  School of Law. He is married t o  the former Margaret E l i zabe th  
J nes. They have four sons. 



Congressional mora l i ty  hinges 
on p o l i t c s ,  e t h i c i s t  no te s  By Pat  Cole 

LOUISVILLE. Ky. (BPI--A new emphasis on e t h i c s  i n  Congress is  probably 
rooted more i n  p o l i t i c a l  expediency than a genuine concern fo r  moral i ty  i n  
government, claimed a Southern Bap t i s t  e t h i c i s t .  

Paul D. Simmons, professor  of Chr is t ian  e t h i c s  a t  Southern Bap t i s t  
Theological Seminary i n  Lou i sv i l l e .  Ky.. s a i d  " p o l i t i c a l  expediency is  the  
primary ethic1' i n  Congress. 'Whatever works i n  favox of a p o l i t i c a l  par ty  o r  
i ts  agenda w i l l  u s u a l l y  be t r o t t e d  out." 

I n  recent  weeks. e t h i c a l  problems have forced t h e  r e s igna t ions  of House 
Speaker J i m  Wright. D-Texas, and House Majority Leader Tony Coelho. D-Calif. 
The r e s igna t ions  have l@d t o  a s e r i e s  of charges and counter charges between 
Republicans and Democrats i n  Congress about e t h i c a l  conduct. 

E t h i c a l  problems of members of Congress a r e  compounded by "a l a c k  of 
c l a r i t y  about t h e  ru l e s "  t h a t  govern t h e i r  e t h i c a l  behavior,  he s a id .  Yet 
members of Congress, l i k e  o t h e r s  i n  pos i t ions  of power, a r e  prone t o  "see 
themselves a s  a r b i t e r s  of t he  r u l e s  and not  sub jec t  t o  t he  ru l e s , "  he added. 

"I suppose i t ' s  an almost un iversa l  human phenomenon when people ge t  i n  
power they begin t o  th ink  they a r e  somehow above t h e  r u l e s  t h a t  govern 
ord inary  human beings,'? he said. 

Although t h e  "greed f a c t o r  cannot be brushed aside." Sinnnons s a i d ,  
members of Congress o f t en  are v ic t ims  of a flawed system. 

Congressional " s a l a r i e s  a r e  scandalously low and we have s e t  up a system 
t h a t  shor t  c i r c u i t s  e t h i c s  i n  favor  of economic expediency," he s a i d ,  suggest ing 
congressional  salaries be r a i s e d  and speaking honorar ia  be el iminated.  

When choosing members of Congress. Simmons recommended t h a t  v o t e r s  s t a y  
well informed on t h e  i s s u e s ,  be  caut ious  of candidates  with s t rong  t i e s  t o  
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  committees and observe the  e t h i c a l  s tandards o f  a candida te ' s  

campaign. 

Many times, he s a i d ,  people have campaigned a s  t h e  "pro moral 
candidates." bu t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e i r  p r i v a t e  l i v e s  have revealed they 
were" no t  s u i t e d  f o r  publ ic  o f f i ce . "  

Simmons s a i d  v o t e r s  should expect of f iceholders  t o  model good moral 
behavior and i n s p i r e  t he  pub l i c  t o  move toward h igh  moral s tandards.  He 
caut ioned,  however. t h a t  c i t i z e n s  should hold themselves t o  t h e  same l e v e l  of 
e t h i c a l  conduct t h a t  they expect of t h e i r  e l ec t ed  o f f i c i a l s .  
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Veteran Arizona 
l e a d e r  McKay d i e s  

PHOENIX. Ariz. (BPI-- Charles  L. McKay, former execut ive sec re t a ry  of 
the Arizona Southern Bap t i s t  Convention, died June 6 i n  Yucaipa. Cal i f . ,  
fol lowing a b a t t l e  wi th  cancer.  He was 81, 

The Miss i s s ipp i  n a t i v e  l e d  t h e  Arizona convention f o r  14 years ,  1956-70. 
During h i s  tenure ,  t h e  convent ion grew from 155 t o  230 churches, d e s p i t e  t h e  
l o s s  of 52 churches t h a t  formed t h e  Utah-Idaho Southern Bap t i s t  Convention i n  
1964. Church membership rose  from 29.000 t o  70.000, and Cooperative Program 
giv ing  more than doubled, t o  a h igh  of $430,000. 

Before j o in ing  t h e  Arizona convention s t a f f .  McKay was d i r e c t o r  of 
enlargement and evangelism f o r  t h e  Southern Baptist Sunday School Board i n  
Nashvi l le  f ive yeer r .  

McKay was pas to r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Pascagoula, Miss.; F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church, Leesburg, Miss.; Van Winkle B a p t i s t  Church, Jackson, Miss.; 
Temple Bap t i s t  Church, Ruston. La.; and Toulminville Bap t i s t  Church. Mobile, 
Ala . 



McKay resigned a s  Arizona execut ive sec re t a ry  i n  1970 t o  become pas tor  of 
F i r s t  Sodthern Bap t i s t  Church of Scot t sda le ,  a pos i t i on  he he ld  f o r  4 years .  
Upon h i s  re t i rement  as pas to r ,  he became professor  of Bible  a t  Ca l i fo rn i a  
Bap t i s t  College. Rivers ide ,  C a l i f ,  

McKay was a graduate  of Mis s i s s ipp i  College and New Orleans Bap t i s t  
Theological Seminary, where he received master and doctor of theology 
degrees.  He a l s o  received an honorary doctor of laws degree from Grand 
Canyon College. 

Survivors inc lude  his wife. Glenda; two daughters: June Myers, w i f e  of 
Ernest  Myers, execut ive d i r e c t o r  of t he  Nevada Bap t i s t  Convention, and Ruth 

*Wood, program d i r e c t o r  i n  the- ASBC church growth and development d iv is ion;  a 
s i s t e r ,  Ruth Edwards of Miss i ss ippi ;  four  grandchildren; and four  grea t -  
grandchildren. 
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F i f t e e n  congregat ions 
s t a r t e d  i n  Las Vega~  

LAS VEGAS, Nev.(BP)--Fifteen new churches and missions have been s t a r t e d  i n  a 
s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  r e l a t e d  t o  the Southern Bap t i s t  Convention 1989 annual meeting i n  Las 
Vegas, Nev. 

David Meacham, d i r e c t o r  of missions f o r  Southern Nevada Bap t i s t  Associat ion,  Las 
Vegas, repor ted  on P ro jec t  '89 t o  members of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  New Work Fellowship 
dur ing  t h e i r  annual meeting. Pro jec t  '89 calls f o r  25 new works t o  be s t a r t e d  i n  
Nevada i n  conjunct ion wi th  t h e  SBC meeting. 

Meacham s a i d  the s t a r t s  a r e  important because Nevada is t h e  most unchurched s t a t e  
i n  t he  na t ion .  Current ly.  Southern Bap t i s t s  have 120 churches and missions i n  t h e  
s t a t e .  

"The coming of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention is  pu t t i ng  us  s o  much f a r t h e r  down 
the  road than we would have been otherwise," he s a i d .  'When t h i s  convention is  over 
and you f o l k s  leave ,  i t ' s  only t h e  beginning." 

Meacham s a i d  another  f i v e  missions should be launched by t h e  end of t he  summer. 
I n i t i a l  p lans  a r e  i n  p lace  f o r  o the r s  t h a t  w i l l  meet the goal of 25, home missions 
l e ade r s  s a id .  

Work on t h e  25 s tar ts  has been coordinated by t h e  Nevada Bap t i s t  Convention and 
t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission Board. The mission board has provided a t  l e a s t  seven 
miss ionar ies  t o  a s s i s t  i n  church s t a r t i n g .  

Other a s s i s t a n c e  has come through par tnersh ips  with i nd iv idua l  churches, l o c a l  
a s soc i a t ions  and s t a t e  conventions. One l a r g e  Georgia church has pledged $1.000 per  
month f o r  two years t o  he lp  start one of t h e  churches i n  Las Vegas, where s t a r t -up  
c o s t s  a r e  h ighes t .  

The 15 new s t a r t s  include four  e thn ic  congregations -- two Hispanic. one Chinese 
and ne F i l i p i n o .  
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Bat t e ry  of preachers  o f f e r  
encouragement, hope, guidance By J i m  Lowry & Louis Moore 

LAS VEGAS, Nev. (BP)--~ncouragement, hope and guidance were of fe red  by a b a t t e r y  
of preachers a t  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Pas to r s t  Conference June 11-12. 

In  t he  c los ing  se s s ion ,  former Southern Bap t i s t  Convention President  Adrian Rogers 
of Memphis. Tenn., c a l l e d  on Southern Bap t i s t  preachers t o  mount a campaign a g a i n s t  a l l  
forms of sin and degradat ion i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  by holding higher  f a i t h  i n  Jesus 
Chr i s t .  

ttOur job i s  t o  l i f t  up t h e  t r u t h  (of Jesus  Chr i s t )  s o  judgment, j u s t i c e  and equi ty  
can enter ."  s a i d  Rogers, pas to r  of Bellevue Bap t i s t  Church. "America i s  i n  qer ious  
t roub le .  Our days a s  t h e  land of t h e  f r e e  and t h e  home of  t h e  brave a r e  numbered. We 
pray, 'Oh, God, do ~ o m e t h i n g . ~  But he doesn't  because s i n  has b u i l t  a b a r r i e r  between 
t h i s  na t ion  and God." 

Abortion pornography. drug and alcohol  abuse, sexual immorality, dishonesty and 
other sins a r e  respons ib le  f o r  social and moral chaos i n  t he  country today, he said. 

Meanwhile, o t h e r  speakers urged pas tors  t o  guard aga ins t  forces  t h a t  t h r e a t e n  
t h e i r  m i n i s t r i e s .  

"It i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  God's men and women understand how t o  dea l  with c o n f l i c t , "  
s a i d  Charles Stanley,  former SBC president  and pas tor  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of 
At lan ta .  'We are i n  a b a t t l e  w i th  Satan, and he w i l l  do a l l  he can t o  des t roy  your 
min i s t ry  and d iv ide  your church. God w i l l  equip you and give you s t r e n g t h  t o  coninue." 

When church members sense f e a r  o r  see compromise. "you begin t o  l o s e  your place of 
l eade r sh ip  and you l o s e  r e spec t  a s  a leader ,"  he t o l d  the  pas tors .  

Stanley also warned p a s t o r s  about running from c o n f l i c t ,  because they can run out 
of t he  w i l l  of God. A f r i e n d  should not  seek t o  f i n d  a place f o r  someone who seems t o  
be i n  t h e  middle of a d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n ,  he added, no t ing  t h e  person should seek t h e  
l eade r sh ip  of God. 

Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board Pres ident  Larry Lewis of At lan ta  challenged 
the pastors t o  make soul winning a t o p  p r i o r i t y  of t h e i r  m i n i s t r i e s :  "There i s  no 
g r e a t e r  need i n  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention than  f o r  soul  winners. Pas tors ,  
deacons, evange l i s t s  and Sunday school  teachers  a l l  need t o  be recommitted t o  be s o u l  
winners. It 

Texas pas to r  Daryl Gilyard challenged t h e  pas tors  t o  "take your eyes o f f  your 
circumstances and d i f f i c u l t i e s  and Jesus  w i l l  b r ing  triumph out  of your tradegy. Jesus 
enables  u s  t o  meet whatever cha l lenge  we have wi th  confidence." 

Af te r  a personal  testimony of haw he never knew h i s  parents  and l i v e d  f i v e  years  
under a br idge,  Gilyard, pas to r  of Shiloh Bap t i s t  church i n  Garland, Texas, said, "I 
decided t h a t  t h e  only  way t o  r i s e  out of t he  mud of s e l f  p i t y  was t o  put  my eyes on 
Jesus .  When I took my eyes off myself and put my eyes on Jesus ,  a peace came over me." 

John Bisagno, pas to r  of F i r s t  Bapt i s t  Church of Houston, c a l l e d  t h e  pas to r s  t o  
s p i r i t u a l  renewal as a s t e p  toward r w i v a l  i n  t h e i r  churches: ttAmerica and t h e  
Southern Bap t i s t  Convention need r ev iva l .  I be l i eve  a l l  t he  committees and d iscuss ions  
and a n a l y s i s  are n o t  going t o  change America. Somehow, t h e  b r e a t h  of God has got t o  
come on Southern Bapt i s t s . "  

Tom Elliff, pas to r  of F i r s t  Southern Bap t i s t  Church of Del City ,  Okla., t o l d  t h e  
pas to r s  t o  "come t o  God on his terms. If  you hear  h i s  voice,  harden no t  your hear t s . "  

John 'Cl ick ,  pas to r  of Immanuel Bap t i s t  Church i n  Wichita, Kan., asked t h e  pas to r s  
t o  have a s p i r i t  of Godt8 power, no t  fear: "Stand your ground and s u f f e r  f o r  t h e  
Gospel. What you beliwe can make the difference between heaven and h e l l  f o r  someone. 

"A d o c t r i n a l  s t ance  has no  impact i f  it is not  bapt ized i n  agape love. A l o v e l e s s  
gospel is  a dead, i n e f f e c t i v e ,  f r u i t l e s s  gospel. It is no gospel. Stand your ground, 
but  s tand  lovingly .  " 



J. Harold Smith, p r e s iden t  of Radio Bib le  Hour Inc.  i n  Newpott, Tenn., s a i d  h e  has 
"never been prouder t o  be a Southern Bap t i s t  than during t h e  l a s t  10 years  (when t h e  
SBC has been engaged i n  d o c t r i n a l  controversy) .  f am proud of our pas t  p r e s iden t  and 
our present  l eadersh ip ."  

About 9.000 people a t t e n d i n g  the  Pas to r s '  Conference e l e c t e d  E l l i f f  p r e s iden t  
without  oppos i t ion .  

Ron Hart ,  p a s t o r  of F i r s t  Southern Bap t i s t  Church. Tucson, Ariz . ,  was e l e c t e d  
unanimously as f i r s t  v i c e  p re s iden t .  Robert Holmes, pas tor  of F i r s t  Southern Baptist 
Church. Henderson, Nev., was e l e c t e d  secre ta ry- t reasurer .  
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Missions d i r e c t o r s  e lec t  
Russe l l  Bennett p r e s iden t  

LAS VEGAS. Nev. (BP)--Southern Bap t i s t  d i r e c t o r s  of missions were chal lenged a t  
t h e i r  annual two-day meeting t o  he lp  congregations grow "Great Commissiont' churches and 
t o  n o t  l e t  problems h inder  their work I'because God i s  i n  contr01.~ '  

The 250 d i r e c t o r s  from a c r o s s  t he  na t ion  who at tended t h e  conference preceding t h e  
1989 annual meeting of the  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention i n  La6 Vegas. Nev.. e l e c t e d  
F. Russe l l  Bennett  of Long Run B a p t i s t  Association, Lou i sv i l l e .  Ky.. pres ident .  and 
Glen Hickey of Pu la sk i  B a p t i s t  Associat ion.  L i t t l e  Rock. Ark., f i r s t  v i c e  pres ident .  

Others e l e c t e d  included Ken Chadwick of S a l t  Lake and Rainbow Canyon B a p t i s t  
Assoc ia t ions  i n  Utah, second vice pres ident ;  A. Lawrence Clegg of Chappapeela B a p t i s t  
Associat ion i n  Ponchatoula, La.. s ec re t a ry ;  Ph i l1  G. Hall o f  Southeast Iowa B a p t i s t  
Assoc ia t ion  i n  Albia ,  Iowa. t r e a s u r e r ;  Grayson Glass  of Galveston Bap t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  
i n  Galveston, Texas, news le t t e r  ed i to r :  and J.R. Blakeney of the  B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  of 
Grea te r  New Orleans, host  d i r e c t o r  1990. 
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Moyers withdraws reques t  
t o  appear before  committee By Dan Martin & J i m  Newton 

LAS VEGAS. Nev. (BP)--with a t h r e e r o r d  no t i ce ,  the  Executive Committee of t h e  
Southern Bap t i s t  Convention Monday dismissed the p o s s i b i l i t y  of a d iscuss ion  between 
t e l e v i s i o n  commentator B i l l  Moyers and committee member Paul P re s s l e r .  

I n  February t h e  Executive Committee adopted by a 40-14 v o t e  a r e so lu t ion  c r i t i c a l  
of Moyer's three-part  documentary, "God and P o l i t i c s , "  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  a segment on 
Southern B a p t i s t s .  Moyers immediately requested an appearance before  the  Executive 
Committee i n  June wi th  P re s s l e r .  a Houston appeals  court judge, t o  d i scuss  t h e  matter .  

However, be fo re  t h e  committee could consider  the request. Moyers requested it be 
withdrawn. 

The n o t i c e  on t h e  recommendations t o  be voted on by t h e  Executive Committee a t  i t s  
meeting p r i o r  to t h e  SBC annual meeting simply reported:  "Deleted. Request withdrawn." 

Executive Committee Chairman Charles Sullivan. pas tor  of First Bap t i s t  Church of 
Lenoir City. Tenn.. previously s a i d  he would deny Moyers an appearance before t h e  June 
12  meeting because of t h e  p r e s s  of time a t  t h e  two-hour gathering.  

"I did not  f e e l  I had t h e  r i g h t  ( t o  decide whether Moyers would appear) but t h a t  I 
would present  it to t h e  Execut ive Committee because they have t h e  r i g h t  t o  say whether 
they would hear  him." Sullivan t o l d  B a p t i ~ t  Press.  

Sul l ivan  e a r l i e r  t o l d  B a p t i s t  Press  he would present  t h e  matter  t o  t h e  committee 
and l e t  members decide i n  June whether they wanted t o  hear  a d iscuss ion  of t he  mat te r  
a t  t h e  September 1989 meeting. 

However, on Sunday n igh t  (June 11) Moyers s e n t  a fax message t o  Sul l ivan i n  Las 
Vegas, Nev.. s i t e  of t h e  1989 SBC annual meeting, withdrawing t h e  reques t .  

I n  t h e  Executive Committee de l ibera t ions .  Sul l ivan  decl ined t o  read t h e  t e x t  of 
Moyerst message, saying only t h e  request  had been withdrawn and adding, "it served no 
useful purpose" t o  read the text.  

Moyers made a copy of h i s  message t o  Sul l ivan a v a i l a b l e  t o  Bap t i s t  Press ,  t h e  news 
s e r v i c e  of the SBC. It sa id :  

"I have read i n  t h e  B a p t i s t  Press  t h a t  you in tend  on Monday t o  ask t h e  Executive 
Committee t o  vo te  whether or n o t  t o  allow me t o  appear a t  your meeting i n  September t o  
answer Paul P r e s s l e r l s  a t t a c k  on my documentary. 

"Forget it." 

'When you and P r e s s l e r  would not  allow m e  t o  present  my c a s e  t h i s  week a t  your 
. meeting i n  Las Vegas and when Pressler refused my of fe r  of f r e e  time on PBS (Public  

Broadcasting Serv ice)  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i s s u e  fol lowing t h e  r epea t  i n  May of t h e  
documentary. I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I am up aga ins t  a s i t u a t i o n  most un-Baptist: c losed  minds, 
and i n  the par lance  of your hos t  c i t y ,  a stacked deck, 

"There is  no way t o  get s f a i r  hearing from an Executive Committee t h a t  has become 
a rubber stamp f o r  a s e c u l a r  p o l i t i c i a n  who has in fec t ed  this C h r i s t i a n  fe l lowship  with 
the p a r t i s a n  t a c t i c s  of malice,  manipulation and unt ru th .  Under h i s  thumb, you do only 
his w i l l .  



"I want no p a r t  of it." 

Although t h e  mat te r  drew d iscuss ion  during a meeting of t h e  Executive Committee's 
adminis t ra t ive  and convention arrangements subcommittee Monday morning. it  drew no 
d i scuss ion  when Sul l ivan  announced t h e  d e l e t i o n  of t h e  matter  from t h e  agenda. 

However, a f t e r  t h e  r egu la r  agenda was dispensed with,  committee member James 
Wideman, pas tor  of Screven Memorial Bap t i s t  Church i n  Portsmouth, N.H.. introduced a 
mot ion that s a i d  : 

"I move t h a t  t h e  Executive Committee r epo r t  t o  Bapt i s t  Press  t h a t  B i l l  Moyers has 
withdrawn h i s  reques t  t o  appear before  t he  Executive Committee and the  Executive 
Committee has acknowledged t h a t  request." 

The motion was adopted without  d i scuss ion  o r  opposition. 

Wideman's motion was d i f f e r e n t  from a motion adopted e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day by t h e  
admin i s t r a t i ve  subcommittee, which had voted t o  " respec t fu l ly  reques t  t h a t  Bap t i e t  
P re s s  only r epo r t  t h a t  Moyers had withdrawn his request  t o  appear." 

Wideman explained a f t e r  t he  f u l l  executive committee meeting t h a t  when he thought 
about t h e  motion he made i n  subcommittee. he r ea l i zed  it amounted t o  i n s t r u c t i n g  
B a p t i s t  Press  what and what n o t  t o  r epo r t .  

"I changed my motion because I have confidence t h a t  Bap t i s t  Press w i l l  do nothing 
t o  inflame t h e  i s sue , "  Wideman s a i d .  

During t h e  subcommittee meeting -- which was conducted under background rules t h a t  
allow no d i r e c t  quota t ion  o r  a t t r i b u t i o n  -- seve ra l  members s a i d  they be l i eve  t h e  whole 
i s s u e  i s  a personal  mat te r  between P r e s s l e r  and Moyers and t h a t  nothing can be gained 
by cont inuing t h e  controversy. 

"Let 's  j u s t  l e t  it drop and l eave  it alone." one subcommittee member s a i d  l a t e r .  

Another s a i d  he be l ieved  it was an e r r o r  t o  adopt t he  February r e so lu t ion  
c r i t i c i z i n g  Moyers and t h e  cont inuing  controversy j u s t  proves t h e  point .  

Another s a i d  t h e  mat te r  was n o t  just a personal matter between P res s l e r  and 
Moyers. "Moyers has accused t h e  SBC Executive Committee of being puppets of Paul 
P re s s l e r .  and we need t o  respond." he s a i d ,  

P r e s s l e r  was informed of the Moyers l e t t e r  Sunday and called it " r i d i c u l ~ u s . ~  H e  
s a i d  he d i d  n o t  want t o  see t h e  tex t  repor ted  i n  Bap t i s t  Press.  

When asked f o r  comment, P r e s s l e r  said:  "I have nothing t o  say about it. It has 
been de le ted ,  and it was r epo r t ed  as being deleted" from t he  agenda. 

Bap t i s t  P r e s s  D i rec to r  Alvin C. Shackleford said he wants t o  make s u r e  any r epor t  
i n  t he  news s e r v i c e  is balanced and f a i r  and t e l l s  both Moyers reasons f o r  withdrawing 
h i s  request  and offers t h e  Execut ive Committee and Pres s l e r  an opportuni ty t o  respond. 
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SBC WMU r a l l i e s  
around ' H i s  Namet By O r v i l l e  & J o e  Westbury 

LAS VEGAS, Nev. (BPI--Members of Southern Bap t i s t  Woman's Missionary Union r a l l i e d  
around t h e  theme "In H i s  Name" f o r  t h e i r  two-day annual meeting a s  they considered ways 
t o  be more e f f e c t i v e  f o r  missions a t  home and abroad. 

Crowds a s  high a s  1,600 were present  i n  t h e  rotunda of t h e  Las Vegas (Nev.) 
Convention Center as members of t h e  woman's a u x i l i a r y  t o  t he  Southern Bap t i s t  
Convention heard tes t imonies  from missionaries ,  l i s t e n e d  t o  updates on t h e  
denomination's s p e c i a l  mission o f f e r ings  and learned of count r ies  t h a t  remain closed t o  
t h e  gospel message. 

I n  her outgoing comments, r e t i r i n g  Executive Direc tor  Carolyn Weatherford of 
Birmingham, Ala., deplored the  10-year-old controversy t h a t  has  polar ized t h e  
denomination and consumed two-thirds of her  tenure a t  t h e  helm of t h e  na t ion ' s  l a r g e s t  
woman's missions organiza t ion .  

Weatherford drew applause when she sa id ,  "It i s  imperative t h a t ,  i n s t ead  of 
cont inuing t o  draw swords and choose s ides ,  we acknowledge t h a t  nothing t h a t  d iv ides  u s  
i s  a s  important as t h a t  which binds us  i n  C h r i s t ' s  mandate t o  go i n t o  a l l  t h e  world and 
preach the  gospel t o  a l l  t h e  people." 

Other WMU obs t ac l e s  inc lude  a weakening of missions emphasis i n  t h e  convention, a 
dec l in ing  percentage of churches wi th  WMU u n i t s  and a r e s u l t i n g  l e v e l i n g  out  of 
n a t i o n a l  membership. 

A s  p a r t  of t h e  f i n a l  address  t o  t h e  group a t  t h e  annual denominational gathering.  
Weatherford observed t h a t  SBC l e ade r sh ip  "continues t o  come from churches where t h e  
Cooperative Program u n i f i e d  budget i s  l e s s  than 5 percent of t h e  t o t a l  budget r a t h e r  
than  from churches where coopera t ive  missions is emphasized by CP g i f t s  i n  t h e  20 t o  30 
percent  category." 

Weatherford s a i d  she feared  t h e  combination of problems i s  showing up i n  a l a c k  of 
commitment t o  t he  denomination's missions programs and w i l l  cause a f u r t h e r  eroding i n  
funding of those  programs. 

I n  recogni t ion  of her  15 years se rv i ce  t o  t h e  organizat ion,  Weatherford was 
honored f o r  c o n s i s t e n t l y  cha l lenging  WMU members and Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  remain t r u e  
t o  missions. 

The framed c i t a t i o n  was presented by Foreign Mission Board Pres ident  Kei th  Parks 
of Richmond. Va., and Home Mission Board President  Larry Lewis of At lan ta .  

WMU members heard Parks r e p o r t  t h a t  giving t o  t h i s  year ' s  L o t t i e  Moon Christmas 
Offer ing  jumped almost 13  percent  from l a s t  year t o  $78,776,000. The t o t a l  i s  t h e  
l a r g e s t  percentage inc rease  s i n c e  1982. 

Lewis s a i d  t h e  g iv ing  l e v e l  of t h e  Annie Armstrong Eas te r  Offer ing  f o r  Home 
Missions could no t  be predic ted  but  preliminary r e c e i p t s  i n d i c a t e  a similar gain.  

For t h e  f i r s t  time, b lack  banners were used i n  t h e  annual processional  of f l a g s  t o  
dramatize t he  number of na t ions  t h a t  a r e  closed t o  missionaries .  

WMU members heard ways the Foreign Mission Board i s  at tempting t o  p l a n t  t h e  gospel 
i n  those  coun t r i e s  by u s e  of non-resident missionaries .  

"Until  we  make more progress ,  t h r e e  mi l l i on  people w i l l  wai t  t o  hear about 
Chris t , "  s a i d  John Shelby, sewing through Cooperative Services  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n  Hong 
Kong . 

Richard Har r i s ,  d i r e c t o r  of mass evangelism f o r  t h e  Home Mission Board, caut ioned 
t h e  Bap t i s t  women t o  be sure well- intent ioned programs do not  come between them and 
"the g lo r ious  t a s k  f o r  which w e  have been commissioned -- t h e  task of missions and 
evangelism. 'I 

The women a l s o  were challenged t o  urge t h e i r  churches t o  i nc rease  t h e i r  g iv ing  t o  
t h e  denomination's missions offerings t o  ensure missionary needs w i l l  cont inue t o  be 
met. 

The women re-elected Marjor ie  J. McCullough of Alexandria, La., p res ident  of WMU 
f o r  1989-90 and P a t t i e  T. Dent of Holly Springs. Miss.. recording s e c r e t a r y ,  



Forum p ra i se s  Weatherford, 
suppor ts  pr iesthood of b e l i e v e r  A r t  Toalston 

LAS VEGAS, Nev. (BP)--Words b u t t r e s s i n g  a h i s t o r i c  Bap t i s t  doc t r ine .  t h e  
pr iesthood of t h e  be l i eve r ,  were heard wi th  r e g u l a r i t y  June 1 2  dur ing  t h e  Southern 
Bap t i s t  Forum i n  Las Vegas, Nev. 

The Forum, a meeting ground f o r  t h e  l o s i n g  s i d e  i n  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  of both 
t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention and the  Southern Bap t i s t  -Pastorst Conference 
i n  recent  years .  a l s o  honored Carolyn Weatherford. outgoing execut ive d i r e c t o r  of t h e  
Southern Bap t i s t  Womanls Missionary Union. wi th  i t s  Denominational Statesperson Award. 
The Forum commended her  f o r  playing a key r o l e  i n  keeping t h e  agericy above t h e  
denominational f r ay .  

The Forum heard addresses  by two non-Baptists, Robert Schul le r ,  TV preacher. 
popular au thor  and pas to r  of t h e  Crys ta l  Cathedral i n  Garden Grove, Ca l i f . ,  and Fred 
Craddock, professor  of New Testament and preaching a t  Emory Un ive r s i t y ' s  United 
Methodist Candler School of Theology i n  Atlanta .  

Two o the r  forum speakers took d i r e c t  aim a t  a r e so lu t ion  "On t h e  Priesthood of t h e  
Bel iever"  from t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention las t  year i n  Sen Antonio, Texas. 

The doc t r ine  received "cava l i e r  treatmentt* from t h e  r e so lu t ions  committee t h a t  
i n i t i a t e d  the  s t ance  l a s t  year ,  charged Holly Marshall-Green, a s s o c i a t e  dean of t h e  
school  of theology and a s s i s t a n t  professor  of theology a t  Southern Bap t i s t  Theological 
Seminary i n  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky. 

She a l s o  enunciated seve ra l  components of t h e  priesthood of t h e  b e l i e v e r  re levant  
"in our Bap t i s t  l i f e  today." Among them: " res i s tance  t o  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  p a s t o r a l  
leadership."  

Clyde Fant,  chapla in  a t  S t e t son  Universi ty  i n  Deland, Fla., argued t h a t  "pulp i t  
 pope^" who view themselves a s  infallible are undermining the pr iesthood of t h e  
be l i eve r .  

He noted t h a t  "eventual ly,  t h e r e  i s  no room f o r  t h e  Bib le  -- t h e  Bib le  as i t  
r e a l l y  is. I t ' s  t o o  open, t o o  varied1' f o r  "fundamentalist i n t e rp re t e r s . "  

Forum at tendance grew from about 500 t o  s day's end t o t a l  of 700, 

The 1988 SBC b e l i e v e r ' s  pr iesthood r e s o l u t i o n  was adopted by messengers by about a 
10 percent  margin a f t e r  a t tempts  f a i l e d  t o  amend o r  r e f e r  it t o  t h e  convent ionls  
Executive Committee. 

The r e so lu t ion ,  while  a f f i rming  t h e  pr iesthood of t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
doc t r ine  "in no way c o n t r a d i c t s  t he  b i b l i c a l  understanding of t h e  r o l e ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
and a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  pas tor , "  who i s  I1called of God t o  lead  the  l o c a l  church." 

The r e s o l u t i o n  charged t h a t  t h e  doc t r ine  l1has been used t o  j u s t i f y  wrongly t h e  
a t t i t u d e  t h a t  a Chr i s t i an  may b e l i e v e  whatwer  he s o  chooses and s t i l l  be considered a 
l o y a l  Southern Bapt i s t . "  

The pr iesthood of t h e  b e l i e v e r  does not  make f a i t h  " the p r iva t i zed  domain of t h e  
ind iv idua l , "  Marshall-Green said, nor does it l i c e n s e  a person t o  say,  "Nobody can t e l l  
me what t o  believe.I1 

But, she argued, "no counci l ,  creed, confession o r  presumptuous creep (must) usurp 
the pos i t i on  t h a t  belongs t o  God alone." 

Weatherford has l e d  t h e  1.2-million-member missions educat ion organiza t ion  f o r  
women. g i r l s  and preschoolera  f o r  15 years.  She w i l l  t ake  early re t i rement  i n  August 
j u s t  before  he r  marriage t o  C inc inna t i  pas tor  Joe Crumpler. 

"I am no t  leav ing  denominational statesmanship," she t o l d  t h e  forum. She s a i d  she 
w i l l  cont inue t o  pursue "a v i s i o n  of a f r ac tu red  convention being made whole again." 

The Uptown B a p t i s t  Church of Chicago was se l ec t ed  f o r  t h e  forum's Church f t h e  
Year Award f o r  t a c k l i n g  an array f urban min i s t r e s  i n  i ts  neighborhood, f i v e  miles 
n o r t h  of t he  downtown area. 



Worship s e r v i c e s  at t he  church, encompassing about 500 people,  are held i n  seven 
languages. About 150 vo lun tee r s  p a r t i c i p a t e  weekly i n  ~ r o v i d i n g  hot meals, overnight  
s h e l t e r ,  s o b r i e t y  he lp  and o t h e r  programs t o  some 8,000 people. 

--3 oh- 

Education ministers s t r u g g l e  
w i th  r e a l i t y  of t h e i r  t i t l e s  By P h i l i p  Poole 

LAS VEGAS. Nev. (BPI--Southern Bap t i s t  min i s t e r s  of education are s t rugg l ing  wi th  
t h e  r e a l i t y  that t h e  l a b e l  "minis ter"  does not p ro t ec t  them from a world of pressures ,  
Larry McSwain, dean.of t h e  school  of theology a t  Southern Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary 
i n  Lou i sv i l l e .  Ky., t o l d  250 p a r t i c i p a n t s  in t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Rel igious Education 
Associat ion annual meeting J u l y  11-12. 

Unfortunately,  min i s t e r s  f ind  themselves p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the "pains of life" j u s t  
as everyone e l s e ,  McSwain added. And t r y i n g  t o  f u l f i l l  t o o  many areas of competency a t  
one time causes " ro le  overload, r o l e  ambiguity and r o l e  c o n f l i c t "  t h a t  o f t e n  is 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  handle,  he sa id .  

'We f a i l  t o  c a r e  about ourse lves  enough t o  sha re  our pa ins  w i th  each other ,"  
McSwain sa id .  "Every m i n i s t e r  needs t o  find someone outs ide  of t h e  rninsi t ry t o  be 
t h e i r  ' p a ~ t o r . ' ~  

In  bus iness  sess ions .  Bob Edd Shotwell, m in i s t e r  of education/administration a t  
Hyde Bap t i s t  Church i n  Austin,  Texas, was e l ec t ed  a s soc i a t ion  pres ident  f o r  1989-90. 

Other new of o f f i c e r s  a r e  Katie Grogan, d i r e c t o r  of inter-program f i e l d  s e rv i ces .  
Bap t i s t  Convention of Maryland/~elaware. Columbia, president-elect :  Wayne Poling, 
church growth consu l t an t ,  B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board. Nashvi l le ,  v i c e  pres ident ;  
Walter Jacobs, m i n i s t e r  of educat ion,  Edwards Road Bapt i s t  Church, Greenvil le ,  S.C., 
e a s t e r n  v i c e  pres ident .  

Also Frank Fain, m i n i s t e r  of education, Winnwood Bap t i s t  Church, Kansas City,  Mo,. 
c e n t r a l  v i c e  pres ident :  Thomas Kelly,  d i r e c t o r  of church development. Ca l i fo rn i a  
Southern B a p t i s t  convention. Fresno, western v i c e  president; and Cathy Nixon, d i r e c t o r  
of education m i n s i t r i e s ,  Northminister  Bap t i s t  Church, Monroe. La., a s s i s t a n t  
s ec re t a ry .  

J o e  Haynes, growth/administrat ion consul tan t ,  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday School 
Board, was re-elected eec re t a ry / t r ea su re r .  

LeRoy Ford, professor  emeritus of foundations of educat ion a t  Southwestern Bap t i s t  
Theological  Seminary i n  Fo r t  Worth, Texas, received the  d is t inguished  l eade r sh ip  award 
f o r  con t r ibu t ions  t o  r e l i g i o u s  education. 

. --30-- 



Samford students back home 
after hasty retreat from China 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)--After a 4 a.m. departure and bus trip through Chin,ese 
back roads to avoid demonstrating students and an assist from llIndianall Hsu, Samford 
students and faculty returned from a study trip to China Saturday, June lo.* 

1 The 24-member group planned to spend June studying at Anhui Normal University ~ in Wuhu, bur cut short its stay because of uncertainty over the Chinese political 
situation.* 

The group had been at Anhui a week when the decision was made to return home. 
Arrangements were made with the help of Herbert HSU, an international businessman 
whose Birmingham-based investment company has offices in Hong Kong and other 
world capitals.* 

Samford students quickly nicknamed him lllndiana" after the hero of a currently 
popular movie.* 

"The Chinese students in Wuhu began demonstrating peacefully, filling the streets 
to block traffic and cause a general strike," said history professor Jim Brown, 
co-leader of the Samford group. "For this reason, we decided to leave the city at 
4 a.m. to avoid being tied up."* 

The group bussed to Hefei to await finalization of travel plans. By this time, 
booking passage out of the country had become difficult because of mass exodus of 
non-Chinese.* 

With Hsu's help, Brown and the others obtained passage on a Chinese commercial 
flight sponsored by the Canadian government from Nanjing to Hong Kong. But first, they 
faced a 79 mile trip from Hefei to Nanjing.* 

"We went to work on getting them a bus, but told them to get ready to walk if 
nothing else presented itself," said Hsu.* 

After some anxious hours, a bus was located and the group left Hefei, again in 
the early morning hours.* 

The next obstacle was a lengthy bridge over the Uangtze River at the entrance to 
Nanjing. Rumors circulated that students had blocked the passage.* 

"we mapped a route through back roads to avoid the bridge," said Brown, "and 
crossed the river on a ferry."* 

The Samford group flew from Nanjing to Hong Kong early Thursday (Birmingham 
time) and returned to the U. S. Friday.* 

11 We were never in any personal danger," said biology professor Robert Stiles, 
co-leader with Brown of what was to have been a course on Chinese history and 
environment. "Our biggest concern was, in the deteriorating and uncertain situation, 
to get the students out."* 

Throughout the ordeal, the group maintained contact with Samford officials via 
Telex communications, and Samford relayed information to concerned parents and 
relatives.* 

The China study group was composed of six faculty members and 18 students, 
including students from Furman and Emory universities and Davidson College.* 

Wuhu is 600 miles southwest of Beijlng, and the Samford travelers saw no 
violence during their odyssey. Back in Birmingham, however, they agreed on two 
things: they were delighted to be back home and they were concerned about the future 
of their Chinese friends.* 
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Monday A.M. Business  

LAS VEGAS. Nev., June 13 -- Messengers t o  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention 
introduced motions concerning a communication from Virg in ia  Bap t i s t s  and a 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  t r u s t e e  of a Southern Bap t i s t  agency. 

Addit ional  motions introduced dur ing  the  convention's Tuesday morning bus iness  
s e s s i o n  addressed i s s u e s  ranging from SBC bylaws t o  Southern Bap t i s t  agency funding t o  
convention proceedings. 

Neal T. Jones,  p a s t  p re s iden t  of t h e  Bap t i s t  General Associat ion of V i rg in i a  
(BGAV) and pas to r  of Columbia B a p t i s t  Church i n  F a l l s  Church. Va., asked SBC messengers 
t o  r ece ive  and respond t o  a "memorial" from messengers t o  t h e  1988 BGAV l a s t  November. 

The memorial -- a formal s ta tement  whereby one body expresses concerns t o  another  
body -- was presented t o  t h e  SBC Executive Committee i n  February and was p r in t ed  i n  t h e  
1989 SBC Book of Report. 

The communication s t a t e s :  "The present  c r i s i s  i n  Southern Bap t i s t  l i f e  c a l l s  f o r  a 
re-examination of t h e  pa r tne r sh ip  (between t h e  SBC and s t a t e  conventions).  ... We 
e a r n e s t l y  d e s i r e  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  which no f a c t i o n  -- r i g h t  o r  l e f t  -- can be 
arbitrary and exclusionary." 

It lists f o r  d i scuss ion  ques t ions  concerning communication, t r u s t e e  and committee 
r ep re sen ta t ion ,  r e s o l u t i o n s  and p u b l i c  pronouncements, and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  SBC 
Cooperative Program u n i f i e d  budget. 

Another messenger -- J o e  Arthur  of Fo r t  Worth. Texas -- moved that  t h e  convention 
immediately remove C u r t i s  W. Caine of Jackson, Miss.. from s e r v i c e  on the Southern 
B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  Life Commission. 

Statements r epo r t ed ly  made by Caine, a medical doctor ,  dur ing  t h e  CLC's annual 
meeting l a s t  September set of f  a flury of controversy. 

Caine r epo r t ed ly  c a l l e d  Martin Luther King Jr. a "fraudn and s a i d  "apartheid i n  
South Afr ica  ... doesn ' t  e x i s t  anymore and was b e n e f i c i a l  when it  did." Ue a l s o  i s  
r epor t ed  t o  have made c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s ta tements  about t h e  issues of hunger and peace. 

Two messengers introduced motions recommending amendments t o  SBC bylaws. 

J. Howard Cobble of Elizabethtown, Ky., introduced a motion t o  amend Bylaw 16, 
which governs t h e  Committee on Nominations. 

The bylaw c u r r e n t l y  f o r b i d s  t h e  committee from nominating "a fel low committee 
member o r  a member of t h e  previous year ' s  Committee on Committees f o r  a f i r s t  termvt on 
an  SBC e n t i t y .  Cobble's motion would extend that d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t o  spouses of those  
committees' members. 

Chic Sales of Hi l l sboro .  Texas, moved t o  amend convention bylaws t o  r e q u i r e  a 
ballot vo te  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of o f f i c e r s ,  His proposed amendment a l s o  would fo rb id  any 
nominee f o r  convention p re s iden t  who does n o t  rece ive  two-thirds of t h e  vo te s  c a s t  from 
be ing  nominated for prqeident  .during the fol lowing convention. 

A messenger from Bumpass, Va.. Charlie Valler, moved that the convention d i v e r t  
$350,000 from t h e  Washington-based Bap t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Publ ic  A f f a i r s  t o  
Southeastern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary i n  Wake Fores t ,  N.C. 

Other motions reommended that messengers: 

-- Adopt no r e s o l u t i o n s  during the 1989 annual meeting, 

-- E s t a b l i s h  a cammittee c o n s i s t i n g  of present  s tate convention p re s iden t s  t o  
p r e s c r i b e  a meth d f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of all SBC churches dur ing  t h e  convention's 
annual  meetings. 

-- Rescind and r e j e c t  a r e s o l u t i o n  on t h e  pr iesthood of t h e  believer t h a t  was 
adopted by messengers t o  the 1988 convention. 

--more-- 



Monday A.M. Business  -- Page 2 

-- E s t a b l i s h  a cdmmittee on t h e  Bap t i s t  F a i t h  and Message t o  cons ider  and r e p o r t  
on all mat ters  brought before  t h e  SBC concerning d o c t r i n a l  s ta temrntg ,  positions and 
opinions.  

-- Reprimand t h e  SBC Executive Committee for i t s  adoption of a s tatement  c r i t i c a l  
of a t e l e v i s i o n  broadcast  produced by commentator B i l l  Moyers. 

-- Restrict convention exhibit space f o r  use by educat ional  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  are 
acc red i t ed  and c l e a r l y  a f f i l i a t e d  wi th  t h e  SBC. 

-- Instruct t he  Executive Committee t o  cons ider  Portland, Ore., as a f u t u r e  site 
f o r  an SBC annual meeting. 

-- Require the p r i n t i n g  of a l l  f u t u r e  changes i n  program and purpose s ta tements  i n  
both  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  and r ev i sed  forms i n  t h e  SBC Book of Reports o r  t h e  d a i l y  SBC 
Bulletin. 

--3 0-- 

By Kathy Palen, 2 : 0 5  p.m. Tuesday 



News Room 
Las Vegas Convention Center 

(702) 791-8600 
Alvin C. Shackleford 

SBC Press Representative 
Dan Martin 

News Room Manager 
Maw Knox 

Features Manager 

Southern Baptist Convention 
Las Vegas, June 13-15,1989 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday Morning Resolut ions 

LAS VEGAS. Nev.. June 13 -- A potpourr i  of 29 r e so lu t ions  -- including-support f o r  
freedom i n  china, oppos i t ion  t o  abor t ion  and racism -- were submitted Tuesday morning 
by messengers t o  the 132nd annual  s e s s ion  of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention a t  t h e  Las 
Vegas Convention Center.  

Two r e s o l u t i o n s  condemn t h e  Chinese government's suppression of freedom. 

George Uribe 11 of Raleigh, N.C., submitted a r e so lu t ion  condemning "the fo rces  of 
oppression f o r  t h e i r  a t r o c i t y "  and asking t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention t o  go on 
record  suppor t ing  "the w i l l  of t h e  Chinese s tuden t s  i n  t h e i r  f i g h t  f o r  freedom, t h e i r  
s t r u g g l e  f o r  j u s t i c e  and t h e i r  d e s i r e  f o r  democracy and r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y . "  

The second, proposed by Russ Barker of Avondale Es ta tes .  Ga., encourages 
C h r i s t i a n s  t o  pray " for  t h e  freedom loving  people of China." 

Kirk Shrewsbury of Tulsa.  Okla.. proposed two abor t ion- re la ted  r e so lu t ions .  

One urges t h e  U.S. Congress and s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  t o  enact  l e g i s l a t i o n  
r e s t r i c t i n g  the  p r a c t i c e  of induced abor t ion  while t he  o the r  condemns U.S. government 
funding of abo r t ion  through some fore ign  a i d  programs and so-cal led family planning 
s e r v i c e s  " tha t  dispense b i r t h  c o n t r o l  medications and devices  t o  unmarried minors 
without  pa ren ta l  knowledge o r  ~ o n s e n t . ~ '  

Resolut ions from J e r r y  Sut ton  of Nashville.  Tenn., and J i m  Holladay of Lou i sv i l l e ,  
Ky., express  oppos i t i on  to racism. 

I n  o the r  a r e a s ,  t h e  pr ies thood of t h e  believer. t he  sub jec t  of a con t rove r s i a l  
r e s o l u t i o n  adopted by messengers t o  t he  1988 S C ,  is  addressed i n  a 1989 r e s o l u t i o n  
submit ted by Hugh Wamble of Kansas City.  Mo. 

The r e s o l u t i o n  affirms t h e  doc t r ine  and urges widespread wr i t i ng .  teaching and 
preaching t o  educate Southern Baptists about i t .  

A r e s o l u t i o n  on churches and s t a f f  c o n f l i c t  e a r l i e r  adopted by the Bap t i s t  General 
Convention of Oklahoma Pas to r s  Conference was submitted by t h r e e  messengers. 

Resolut ions c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  obsemance of Halloween because of i t s  pagan o r i g i n s  
were proposed by Leo L y t l e  of P inev i l l e .  La., and Ray Johnson of Dest in ,  Fla.  

Te lev is ion  w a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of two reso lu t ions .  

One from Chip Turner of Alexandria,  La., urged Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  support  i t s  
ACTS Network a s  a t o o l  f o r  evangelism, missions and minis try.  A second from Mark ~ r e e s  
of Sledge, Miss., urges support  f o r  t h e  work of Chr i s t i an  Leaders f o r  Responsible 
Telev is ion .  

Billy Bolden of Sh rwepor t ,  La.. submitted a r e so lu t ion  opposing "all forms of 
secular campaigning f o r  any o f f i c e  of l eade r sh ip  i n  the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention." 

Kie ly  Young of Greenvi l le ,  Miss., proposed a r e s o l u t i o n  suppor t ing  t h e  Cooperative 
Program and urging  all churches t o  give a t  l e a s t  10 percent of undesignated r e c e i p t s  t o  
m i s s i  ns through t h e  Cooperative Program. 

Education was the subject of two r e so lu t ions  -- one support ing home schooling and 
the o t h e r  encouraging parents t o  be more involved i n  the educat ion of t h e i r  ch i ldren .  

Resolut ions asking support  f o r  t h e  1988-89 Southern Bap t i s t  emphasis on t h e  l a i t y  
and on des igna t ing  1990 as the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Year of Bib le  Reading a l s o  were suggested. 

L o t t e r i e s .  drugs and v io lence ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  peacemakers, Islam, and he lp  for t h e  
mobility impaired were the e u b j e c t s  o f  other r e s o l u t i o n s  submitted by messengers. 

Rounding out  the first group of resolutions t o p i c s  were dominion over o u t e r  space 
and a warning about friendly ove r tu re s  from the  Soviet  Union. 

--? L- 
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Pres iden t ' s  Address -- Tuesday morning 

LAS VEGAS. Nev., June 13 -- Southern B a p t i s t s  have s e t t l e d  t h e i r  disagreement over 
t h e  Bible and must now emphasize personal  evangelism, J e r r y  Vines s a i d  Tuesday i n  t h e  
annual p r e s i d e n t ' s  address  a t  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. 

"Southern B a p t i s t s  have s e t t l e d  the  i s s u e  of the Bible.  Southern B a p t i s t s  be l i eve  
t h e  B ib l e  is t h e  i n c o r r u p t i b l e  word of God," he declared."Some may doubt t h e  word of 
God; Southern B a p t i s t s  w i l l  sow t h e  precious seed," he sa id .  'The Bib le  teaches  t h a t  
t h e  c h i l d  of God is  t o  take t h e  prec ious  seed of t h e  word of God and go f o r t h  and 
s c a t t e r  it. 

"It i s  i n  t h e  very  warp and woof of Holy Sc r ip tu re  t h a t  those who have t h e  saving 
seed have an assignment from t h e  g rea t  sower himself t o  spread t h a t  seed," Vines 
explained.  "If t h e r e  is  anyth ing  t h a t  Southern Bap t i s t  pastors and people agree  on, it 
is  our mandate t o  l e t  every person know about t he  gospel of Jesus Chris t .  

"This i s  t h e  only book I know t h a t  can change a human l i f e , "  Vines s a i d ,  waving a 
leather-bound B ib le  i n  h i s  l e f t  hand. 

An emphasis on personal  evangelism w i l l  "put t h e  joy back i n  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  
C ~ n v e n t i o n , ~  he added. I'I b e l i e v e  t h a t  wi th  all my heart ."  

Vines s a i d  t h a t  a f t e r  h i s  e l e c t i o n  a s  SBC pres iden t  l a s t  year ,  "God l a i d  it upon 
my h e a r t  t o  l ead  people t o  Jesus .  

"Something wonderful has  happened t o  me  t h i s  year," he reported.  "It's been t h e  
sweetest ,  most j oy - f i l l ed  year  i n  all my l i f e . "  

Vines held up a small  red book i n  which he had w r i t t e n  t h e  name of every person he 
l e d  t o  Chr i s t  t h i s  year. He f l i p p e d  through t h e  pages, c i t i n g  examples. 

' 

l l I ' m  not  going t o  t e l l  you how many names a r e  i n  t h a t  book, because t o  be 
p e r f e c t l y  honest,  I 'UI ashamed, he sa id .  

But he added t h a t  t h e  evangelistic t h r u s t  of his  presidency will bring joy t o  
heaven and e a r t h .  "1 think t h e r e ' s  n o t  j u s t  going t o  be r e j o i c i n g  here: I th ink  
t h e r e ' s  going t o  be r e j o i c i n g  up the re .  

llThe g rea tnes s  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention is found every day when Southern 
Bapt i s t  people go as Je sus  has commanded u s  t o  go." Vines sa id .  "It's time f o r  our  
denomination t o  g e t  on t h e  go. 

"How are w e  going t o  respond t o  t h e  poignant s ta tement  of J e sus  when he s a i d ,  'The 
harvest is t r u l y  g r e a t  bu t  t h e  l a b o r e r s  a r e  few1? Haw a r e  we going t o  respond t o  
b i l l i  ns  of our  gene ra t ion  when they  say t o  God, '1 never knew you had a son1? 

"It's t i m e  f o r  all of u s  t o  saw t h e  seed," he sa id .  IIIf you want t o  s e e  t h e  joy 
put  back i n  your church, g e t  involved with swing  and reaping. 

"No longer  can we #it: in our  air-condit ioned churches, t a c k  a sign on t h e  do r 
which says ,  'Come on i n  you lucky s inne r s  and g e t  saved.' 

T h e  kind of world i n  which w e  l i v e  demands t h a t  we t ake  s e r i o u s l y  t h e  going 
assignment which t h e  Lord has given  us," Vines sa id .  

2 e t  t h e  p re s iden t  run t h e  na t ion ,  l e t  Congress pass t h e  laws, l e t  Wall S t r e e t  
handle t h e  f inances ,  l e t  Vegas put on t h e  shows, bu t  l e t l s  you and I be winners of 
s o u l s ,  going as t h e  Lord has commanded us  t o  go," 

Vines said Southern B a p t i s t s  met l e a r n  t o  weep f o r  those  without  Chr is t .  

"We've j us t  about  l o s t  our capac i ty  t weep," he sa id .  "Have we come t o  the point 
where re are 60 p r o f e ~ ~ i o n a l ,  so bu~inesslike, that we are no longer able t o  deep over 
l o s t  people who need Jeeus? 

--more-- 
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'We're weeping about the wrong things.  We're weeping about sexy soap operas  and 
s i l l y  songs and about sentimental movies. But who weeps today over  t h e  souls of men 
without  God7 

"There w i l l  never be a genuine soul-winning r ev iva l  in our convention until we 
get  concerned about l o s t  sou l s , "  he sa id .  

Vines t o l d  about a man i n  his church who is  i l l i t e r a t e  but  won 40 ind iv idua l s  t o  
C h r i s t  i n  one year by t a k i n g  t r a c t s  t o  people and asking them t o  read t o  him. 

"Some of u s  i n  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  today can read Hebrew and we can read Greek, we have 
master ' s  degrees,  and I wonder i f  we've won 40 people t o  Christ, ' '  he s a id .  

Vines thanked t he  Baptist Sunday School Board. Woman's Missionary Union, t h e  home 
and foreign mission boards and the s ix  SBC seminaries for their emphasis on evangelism. 

"Keep it up. Give u s  every assistance you can," he sa id .  "Scholarship and sou l  
winning f e rvo r  are not  mutually exclusive. They are handmaidens. They go together ."  

Vines ended his message by asking messengers t o  join hands and s i n g  t h e  hymn 
''Bringing i n  the Sheaves." 

Before t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  address, Bap t i s t  Sunday School.Board Pres ident  Lloyd Elde r  
presented Vines wi th  a copy of his new book. 'Wanted: Soul Winners" and commended him 
f o r  making evangelism t h e  p r a c t i c e  of h i s  l i f e  and presidency. 

--3 0-- 

By Mark Wingf ield, 2: 45 p.m. Tuesday 
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PHOTO CUTLINES I I 
12. RELIGIOUS EDUCATORS--Bob Edd Shotwell, (front row, left) minister of education at 
Hyde Park Baptist Church in Austin, Texas, became president of the Southern Baptist 
Religious Education Association during its annual meeting June 11-12 in Las Vegas, 
Nev. Other officers are (front row) Wayne Poling, growth consultant for the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board in Nashville, vice president; Katie Grogan, director of 
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delawarels interprogram department, president- 
elect; (back row, from left) Frank E. Fain, minister of education at Winnwood Baptist 
Church in Kansas City, Mo., vice president, central region; Walter W. Jacobs, 
minister of education at Edwards Road Baptist Church in Greenville, S.C., vice president, 
eastern region; Merle T. Basden, SBREA executive director, Fort Worth, Texas; and 
Joe Haynes, growth/adminstration consultant at the Sunday School Board, secretary1 
treasurer. Not pictured are Thomas Kelly, director of development for the California 
Southern Baptist Convention, Fresno, vice president, western region; and Cathy 
Nixon, director of education ministries at Northminster Baptist Church in Monroe, 
La., assistant secretary. (Photo by Morris Abernathy) 

16. CAMPUS MINISTERS--Raye Nell Dyer, (left) campus minister at the University of Texas 
Medical Branch in Galveston, was elected president of the Association of Southern 
Baptist Campus Ministers annual meeting June 11-12 in Las Vegas, Nev. Other officers 
are (from left) Tana Clement, metro campus ministry coordinator, S t .  Louis, program 
vice president; Dwain Gregory, campus minister at the U.S. Air Force Academy, 
Colorado Srings, Colo., membership vice president; Otey Enoch, metro campus ministry 
coordinator in Portland, Ore., administration v ice  president; Woody Hammett, 
campus minister at the University of South Carolina in Columbia, president-elect; and 
(not pictured) Ginny Bridges, campus minister at Samf ord University in Birmingham, 
Ala., publications vice president. (Photo by Bobbye Hill) 

6. MISSIONS DIRECTORS--The Southern Baptist Directors of Missions Conference elected 
officers during its annual meeting June 11-12 in Las Vegas, Nev. They are (from 
left) F. Russell Bennett ,Long Run Baptist Association, Louisville, Ky., president; 
Glenn Hickey, Pulaski Baptist Association, Little Rock, Ark., first vice president; 
Ken Chadwick, Salt Lake and Rainbow Canyon Baptist associations, Salt Lake City, 
second vice president; A. Lawrence Clegg, Chappapeela Baptist Association, Ponchatoula, 
La., secretary; Grayson Glass, Galveston Baptist Association, LaMarque, Texas, 
newsletter editor; (not pictured) Phil1 G. Hall, Southeast Iowa Baptist Association, 
Albia, treasurer; and J.R. Blakeney, associate director of the Baptist Association 
of Greater New Orleans, host for the 1990 meeting. (Photo by Kent Harville) 

18. PASTORS' LEADERS--Ralph Smith, (front, center) pastor of Hyde Park Baptist Church 
in Austin, Texas,and outgoing president of the Southern Baptist Pastors' Conference, 
presents the organization's new officers: (from left) Robert Holmes, pastor of 
First Southern Baptist Church, Henderson, Nev., secretary-treasurer; Ron Hart, 
pastor of First Southern Baptist Church of Tucson, Ariz., vice president; and 
President Tom Elliff, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church of Del City, Okla., 
accompanied by his wife, Jeannie. The Pastors' Conference convened in Las Vegas, 
Nev., June 11-12, immediately prior t o  the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting 
June 13-15. (Photo by Paul Obregon) 

14. PEACE PRAYER--Members of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America journeyed 
to a nuclear test site in the desert near Las Vegas, Nev., following the annual 
luncheon sponsored by the fellowship and Baptist Peacemaker newspaper. Fellowship 
Executive Director Ken Sehested joined other participants in a prayer vigil at the 
site. (Photo by Paul Obregon) 

cu 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Carolyn Weatherford Resolution 
-- - A- -- 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 13 -- The Southern Baptist Convention honored Carolyn 
Weatherford, the retiring executive director of the Woman's Missionary Union auxilary for 
"15 years of outstanding leadership." 

Messengers to the convention adopted a resolution of appreciation on the recommendation 
of the SBC Executive Committee. 

The resolution, which was presented to Miss Weatherford during the Tuesday afternoon 
session, praised her for leading the 1.2 million-member women's organization. 

During the 15 years she was executive director, contributions to foreign missions 
through the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering tripled from $23.2 million to almost $70 
million. During the same period, gifts to home missions through the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering almost quadrupled from $8.1 million to $30.8 million. Woman's Missionary 
Union co-sponsors the two missions offerings with the SBC Brotherhood Commission. 

In adopting the resolution, messengers expressed "gratitude to God for the life 
and ministry of Carolyn Weatherford . . . (and) for her long and faithful service to Southern 
Baptists .'I 

SBC Executive Committee President Harold Bennett presented a framed copy of the 
resolution to Miss Weatherford, and introduced to the convention her fiance, Joe Crumpler 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, Weatherford and Crumpler will married on August 19. 

--3o-- 

By Jim Newton -- 4 : 0 5  p.m. Tuesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Presidental Election 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 13--Jerry Vines, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville, Fla., Tuesday was re-elected to a second one-year term as president 
of the 14.8 million-member Southern Baptist Convention. 

Vines defeated Daniel Vestal, pastor of Dunwoody Baptist Church in suburban 
Atlanta, Ga., by a vote of 10,754 to 8,248. 

The margin of victory in this presidential election was greater than last 
year in San Antonio, Tex., when Vines won by 692 votes over Richard Jackson, pastor 
of North Phoenix Baptist Church, Phoenix, Ariz. 

Tom E l l i f f ,  pastor of First Southern Baptist Church Del City, Okla., said in 
nominating Vines that "Jerry Vines has been a model to us as preacher, pastor and 
certainly as president. 

Eliff, newly-elected president of the Southern Baptist Pastors' Conference, 
said Vines has called Southern Baptists to be soul winners and said he had 
seen Vines lead people to the Lord in their home in Las Vegas. He said missions 
giving at First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla., has increased 250 percent since 
Vines has been pastor there. 

"He (Vines) has also called us to reaffirm our position on the authority and 
integrity of the Bible,'' Elliff said. 

David Sapp, pastor of First Baptist Church, Chamblee, Ga., nominated Vestal, 
saying, "He has called us to come out from our trenches and be brothers and sisters 
again ... He seeks to share presidential appointments with all Southern Baptists 
committed to the healing process. 

Sapp said First Baptist Church, Midland, where Vestal was pastor for many 
years before moving to Georgia last year, has led Southern Baptist churches in 
Cooperative Program giving many times. 

"We are all tired of the divisiveness, and our mission boards have had to 
cut their budgets while a lost world awaits," Sapp said. 

Messengers also approved several hundred nominees to the convention's boards 
of trustees for its institutions and agencies. 

Among the most notable was Jackson, last year's losing presidential candidate, 
who agreed to represent Arizona Southern Baptists for a one-year term as a trustee 
of the Home Mission Board. 

A messenger asked Joe H. Reynolds, chairman of the Committee on Nominations, 
why there were so few women among the nominees. 

Reynolds said the committee had considered.that and "the problem is not with 
women" but with difficulties in analyzing all of the nominees and requirements for 
a certain percentage of non-related, at-large and local representatives." 

After Convention President Vines ruled the report had been accepted i n  a 
hand vote, a messenger called for a ballot vote. His motion was defeated by more 
than two to one majority. 

By Orville Scott--4:15 p.m. Tuesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Southern Baptist Ministers' Wives Luncheon 

LAS VEGAS, NEV., June 13--With a characteristic shout of "Whoooooeeee!", 
comedian Jerry Clower brought his special brand of country humor to the 34th 
annual Conference of Southern Baptist ~inisters' Wives luncheon Tuesday, at the 
Sahara Hotel. 

Clower, a recording artist, author and member of the Grand ole' Opry, told the 
audience: "I love y'all! I don't know of any group in the world that's more 
important than the'pastors' wives. 

"I love y'all 'cause you ain't a bunch of pessimists," the humorist continued. 
"Negativism can kill us graveyard dead! I run into negativism in my business every 
day. II 

Clower, clad in a bright red suit and white boots, told the group: "Christianity 
works; it really does! Whatever happens in your life, whatever hardship you got, 
Christianity works, and I can't fathom Christian folks not lettin' it work. 

"It really bothers me that some of you are too pessimistic, some of your pastors." 
he continued, gesturing to the audience which included both women and men. "All you 
want to talk about is the 'split.' 

II Do you not believe we have a sovereign God?" Clower asked. "Has God ever made 
a mistake? ... Christianity works!" 

In conclusion, Clower smiled and said, "I'm convinced that there's just one 
place where there ain't no laughter, and that's in Hell. And I've made arrangements 
to miss Hell! 

"So, ha! ha! ha! I won't never have to be no place where folks ain't laughin! 
Whoooooeeee !" 

The ministers' wives elected their 1991 officers during the luncheon meeting. 
They include Carol Hughes, Independence, Mo., president; Margaret Carter, Jonesboro, 
Ga., vice president; Margaret Murchison, Augusta, Ga., recording secretary-treasurer; 
and June Baggett, -Birmingham, Ala., corresponding secretary. 

In addition, the organization's outgoing president, Joy Yates, Yazoo City, 
Miss., passed the gavel to 1990 president Lynda Estep, Columbia, S.C. Other 1990 
officers include Rhonda Kelley, New Orleans, La., vice president; Janet Wicker, 
Lubbock, Texas, recording secretary-treasurer; and Darlene Herring, Memphis Tenn., 
corresponding secretary. 

By Brenda Sanders--5:05 p.m. Tuesday 
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LAS VEGAS, Nev. June 13--An evangel i s t .  a layman, a denominational execut ive and a 
p a s t o r  were nominated he re  Tuesday af ternoon t o  serve as f i r s t  v i c e  pres ident  of t h e  
Southern Bap t i s t  Convention. 

Namiriated were Jun io r  H i l l ,  an evange l i s t  from Har t se l l e ,  Ala.: B i l l  Poe, a layman 
and member of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, Char lo t te ,  N.C.; Carolyn Weatherford, execut ive 
d i r e c t o r  of Southern B a p t i s t  Woman's Missionary Union, Birmingham, Ala.; and Brian 
Harbour. pas to r  of Immanuel B a p t i s t  Church. L i t t l e  Rock, Ark. 

C.B. (Bill) Hogue, execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of the Southern B a p t i s t  General Convention 
of Ca l i fo rn i a ,  Fresno, nominated H i l l  and s a i d  he was l o y a l  t o  " the Word of God and 
S u the rn  B a p t i s t  h e r i t a g e  and doctr ine."  

Hogue a l s o  c a l l e d  H i l l  a "humble personw who has " in t eg r i ty .  What a great way t o  
say t o  t h e  United States, 'Here's Hope' ( r e f e r r i n g  to the 1990 simultaneous revivals) 
than t o  e l e c t  an evangel i s t . "  

B i l l  Poe was nominated by E. Leon Smith, pastor of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, 
Goldsboro, N.C.. and p re s iden t  a£ t h e  Bap t i s t  S t a t e  Convention of North Carolina. 

Smith s a i d  Southern B a p t i s t s  are a "people's denomination" and encouraged t h e  more 
than  20,000 registered messengers t o  " c a l l  out  laypersons (like ~ o e )  who can speak t o  
a l l  of us. He (Poe) i s  t h a t  kind of person." 

Saying he would g ive  t h e  s h o r t e s t  nominating speech i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  
camen t ion ,  Ronald H. Grizzle, p a s t o r  of Alabama Road Bap t i s t  Church. Roswell. Ga.. 
nominated Miss Weatherford. 

Grizzle sa id .  'We know h e r  we l l .  We love h e r  end she  loves  us." 

Grizz le  a l s o  emphasized her last 15 years of s e r v i c e  a t  the  helm of t h e  n a t i o n a l  
missionary educat ion auxiliary and concluded by saying, "She w i l l  s e rve  us well ." 

P h i l  Lineberger.  pas to r  of Richardson ~ e i ~ h t s  Bap t i s t  Church, Richardson, Texas. a 
Da l l a s  suburb, nominated Harbour by calling him a "fr iend of pas to r s  . . . who has 
spent  h i s  l i f e  i n  m i n i s t r y  . . . and has a heartbeat fox missions." 

Lineberger repor ted  t h a t  Harbour's congregation i n  L i t t l e  Rock gives 20 percent  of 
i ts  undesignated gifts t o  t h e  Cooperative Program, Southern B a p t i s t ' s  u n i f i e d  support  
f o r  mission endeavors. 

~ a ' t . 1 ~  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  messengers re-elected J e r r y  Vines. p a s t o r  of F i r s t  Bapt:i r.t 
Church, J acksonv i l l e ,  F l a , ,  t o  a second one-year term as pres iden t  of t h e  14.8 
million-member SBC. 

--30-- 

By Terry  Barone -- 5:40  p.m. Tuesday 
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U S  VEGAS, Nev. June 13--An w a n g e l i s t ,  a layman, a denominational execut ive  and a 
p a s t o r  were nominated he re  Tuesday af ternoon t o  serve as f i r s t  vice pres ident  of the  
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. 

Nomiriated were Jun io r  H i l l ,  an w a n g e l i s t  from Har t se l l e .  Ma.:. B i l l  Poe, a layman 
and member of First B a p t i s t  Church, Char lo t te ,  N.C.; Carolyn Weatherford. execut ive 
d i r e c t o r  of Southern B a p t i s t  Woman's Missionary Union, Birmingham. Ala.; and Br ian  
Harbour, pas to r  of Immanuel B a p t i s t  Church. L i t t l e  Rock. Ark. 

C.B. ( B i l l )  Hogue, execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  General Convention 
of C a l i f o r n i a ,  Fresno, nominated H i l l  and s a i d  he was l o y a l  t o  "the Word of God and 
Southern B a p t i s t  h e r i t a g e  and doctr ine."  

Hogue a l s o  c a l l e d  H i l l  a "humble personw who has " in t eg r i ty .  What a g r e a t  way t o  
say t o  the  United S t a t e s .  'Here's Hope' ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  1990 simultaneous r e v i v a l s )  
than t o  e l e c t  an evangel i s t . "  

B i l l  Pae was nominated by E. Leon Smith, pastor of ~ i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church. 
Goldeboro, N.C., and president of t h e  Bap t i s t  S t a t e  Convention of North Carolina. 

Smith said Souihern B a p t i s t s  a r e  a "people's denominationn and encouraged t h e  more 
than  20,000 r e g i s t e r e d  messengers t o  "ca l l  ou t  laypersons ( l i k e  ~ o e )  who can speak t o  
a l l  of us.  He (Poe) i s  t h a t  kind of person." 

Saying he would g ive  t h e  s h o r t e s t  nominating speech i n  t h e  history of t h e  
convention, Ronald H. Grizzle .  pastor of Alabama Road B a p t i s t  Church, Roswell, Ga., 
nominated Miss Weatherford. 

Gr izz l e  s a id .  'We know he r  we l l .  We l a v e  h e r  and she  loves  us." 

Gr izz le  a l s o  emphasized h e r  l a s t  15 years  of s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  helm of t h e  n a t i o n a l  
m i s s i  nary educa t ion  a u x i l i a r y  and concluded by saying, "She w i l l  s e rve  us well." 

Phil Lineberger ,  pas t  or of Richardson ~ e i ~ h t s  B a p t i s t  Church, Richardson, Texas. a 
D a l l a s  suburb, nominated Harbour by c a l l i n g  him a " f r iend  of pas to r s  . . . who has 
spent  h i s  l i f e  i n  m i n i s t r y  . . . and has a hea r tbea t  f o r  missions.'' 

Lineberger repor ted  that Harbour's congregation in Little Rock gives 20 percent  of 
its undesignated g i f t s  t o  t h e  Cooperative Program, Southern B a p t i s t ' s  u n i f i e d  suppor t  
f o r  mission endeavors. 

~ a ' r l y  i n  the afternoon.  messengers te -e lec ted  Jerry Vines. pae to r  of F i r s t  B a p t : i ~ t  
Church, J acksonv i l l e ,  Fla. ,  t o  a second one-year term as president of t h e  14.8 
million-member SBC. 

--30-- 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SBC Exhib i t  Hall Fes tu re  

LAS VEGAS, N e v . ,  June 13 -- I f  Southern B a p t i s t s  were t o  s i n g  a song of favorite 
t h ings ,  nachos and computers would be among them. 

The words t o  . th i s  tune ,hould  have their o r i g i n  i n  t h e  e x h i b i t  h a l l  a t  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention i n  Las  Vegas Convention Center. 

1 

Grand &on U n i v e r s i t y ' s  booth bag t h e  most popular spo t  i n  the exh ib i t  h a l l  i f  
judged by l i n e s  and crowds. And i t ' s  not  education t h e  messengers were most i n t e r e s t e d  
i n .  Two bowls of nachos and one bowl of s a l s a  a t t r a c t e d  messengers like bees t o  
n e c t a r .  

Messengers had consumkd ,120 pounds of nachos and 15 ga l lons  of salsa by noon of 
t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  convention. 

Any i n s t i t u t i o n  g iv ing  away food gained an edge on o the r  exh ib i t i ons .  A t o t a l  of 
41 e x h i b i t s  competed f o r  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  messengers. 

Cory Singleton.  14, of Spartanburg, S.C.. r e f e r r e d  t o  h i s  f a v o r i t e  booths as 
" j o l l y  ranchers  and t o o t s i e  ~ r o l l s . "  He d idn ' t  even remember who was g iv ing  t h e  candy 
away. j 7 . 9  

"I walked around seve=al  times ju i t  g e t t i n g  candy." Single ton  said. 

Two l a r g e  f i s h  b k l s  f u l l  of chocolate  mints  were t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  a t  t h e  Woman's 
Missionary Union booth. . '  I 

. , .  

Messengers didnl . t  always s t o p  ' t o  visit wi th  booth personnel.  It was t h e  candy 
they  were most i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

I .  

One exception was t h e  open and airy Foreign Mission Board e x h i b i t .  Computers 
loaded wi th  games about Sou the rn 'Bap t i s t s l  work i n  fo re ign  missions u s u a l l y  had two t o  
three people wa i t i ng  t o  t ake  o n .  t h e  chal lenge.  

' .  I 

Malinda Upton. 11, a missionary kid from Malawi, and Cory Single ton  matched their 
wits w i t h  t h e  computer monitors ,  .It wasn't u n t i l  t h e  convent ion 's  morning se s s ion  l e t  
out  t h a t  they  had t o  cons ider  s h a r i n g  t h e  games with  an  o lde r  crowd. 

Les Bates ,  pastor of Menifee Valley B a p t i s t  Church i n  Menifee, Cal i f . ,  named t h e  
Annuity Board's soa r ing  tent-covered e x h i b i t  as h i s  f a v o r i t e  and t h e  bus iness  going on  
under  the  t e n t  won his vote. 

"I like t h e  Annuity Board's L o t h  b e ~ t  because dfrer my interview there. I know 
how much 1'11 make when' I retire, if I make it that long," Bates said. 

A f r i e n d  s t and ing  bes ide  him had a d i f f e r e n t  assessment of the s i t u a t i o n .  

"He ' l l  be a b l e  t o  go home and t e l l  h i s  wife  how much s h e ' l l  get when he dies." 
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One o t h e r  busy s t o p  f o r  messengers was the desk where they could pick up £re 

paperback New Testament a. 

Betsy Wedekind, a Sunday School Board employee, said messengers were giving them 
away and coming back for  more. 

"They're giving them t o  h o t e l  personnel,  people working i n  restaurants and the 
convention c e n t e r  personnel." 

One man came by and asked f o r  16. He wanted- to  take one to each member of his 
Indian church i n  rural Nevada. 

But New Testaments were not t he  only books messengera were taking out of t h e  
e x h i b i t  hell. Books made .up most of the  $750,000 worth of s tock  spread  ac ros s  the 
Baptist Book ' Store. 

'We1ve done very wel l , "  s a i d  Mark King, bookstore a s s i s t a n t  manager. 'We've done 
much b e t t e r  ,than we thought we would i n  coming to Las Vegas." 

O 
Howwer, ' the f i n a l  results of sales i n  t he  bookstore w i l l  n o t  be a v a i l a b l e  until 

several days after the convention. 

King a t t r i b u t e d  the vast space given to the bookstore as the reason fo r  a s teady 
stream of purchases. 

Two o t h e r  popular spots i n  t h e  exhibit h a l l  shared t h e  same corner. More than  
2.200 messengers.had l i n e d  up by Tuesday noon for a f r e e  p o r t r a i t  a t  the Church 
Directory Service  booth. The lines only shortened during convention o f f i c e r  e l e c t i o n s .  
Just behind the Las Vegas backdrop used i n  t h e  portable gtudio  was a mobile ice cr am 
vendor. She had 6.000 ice cream products t o  se l l ,  and after lunchtime, she was 
optimistic about leaving w i t h  an empty cart. 

As one messenger s a i d .  Where t he re ' s  food, there are Bapt i s t s . "  
--3 0-- 
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Tuesday Afternoon Resolut ions 

LAS VEGAS, Nev.. June 13 -- Twenty-two more r e so lu t ions  were submitted Tuesday 
af te rnoon a t  t he  132nd s e s s i o n  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention, br inging t h e  t o t a l  
proposed by messengers t o  51. 

A l l  proposed r e s o l u t i o n s  were r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  10-member Resolut ions Committee 
which will bring r e s o l u t i o n s  f o r  messengers t o  consider Wednesday and Thursday. 

Three proiosed r eko lu t ions  dealt with  convention logistics -' not  returning t o  Las 
Vegas f o r  a convention meeting. s t a r t i n g  a pre-convention meeting f o r  youth m i n i s t e r s  
and urging messengers t o  occupy only  one c h a i r  i n  the convention h a l l .  

J i m  Guenther of Schenectady. N.Y., suggested a committee be formed t o  propose a 
name change f o r  the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention t o  " r e f l e c t  our purpose r a t h e r  then 8 

t e r r i t o r y  . " He suggest cd Evangelical Bap t i e t  Convention and Convention of Cooperet ing 
Evangel ical  B a p t i s t s  as p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  

Two more abor t ion- re la ted  r e s o l u t i o n s  were proposed, br inging  t h e  t o t a l  on the  
s u b j e c t  t o  four .  One, from Ken Sodergren of Reedville. Va.. ca l ls  f o r  days of prayer  
and fasting about abor t ion .  The o the r ,  from Carol A. Sutton. opposes medical 
experimentat ion w i t h  t i s s u e  from abor ted  fe tusee .  

A r e s o l u t i o n  on drunk d r i v i n g  proposed by L iz  Hinnick of Austin. Texae. urges 
support  f o r  an increased exciee tax on alcoholic beveragee, reduct ion  i n  the l e g a l  
blood-alcohol limits, e l i m i n a t i o n  of "happy hours." a ha l t  t o  the use of c e l e b r i t i e s  i n  
advertising a l c o h o l i c  beverages and formation of a national c o a l i t i o n  t o  conduct a 
campaign against drunk dr iv ing .  

Susan Glover of St. Louis,  Mo., proposed a r e so lu t ion  on c h i l d  ca re ,  suppor t ing  
"tax c r e d i t s  f o r  f a m i l i e s  w i th  s m a l l  ch i ldren  +nd opposing bureaucracy-building 
l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  a n t i - r e l i g i o u s  and discriminatory." 

On the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r o n t ,  r e s o l u t i o n s  were suggested urg ing  in t e rces so ry  prayer  
f o r  world rev iva l .  sending a Southern Bap t i s t  delegation t o  China, expressing support  
fox  Chr i s t i ans  i n  Cambodia and urging President George Bush n o t  t o  appoint  a U.S. 
ambassador t o  t h e  Vatican. 

Mark Wilcox of Whi thar re l ,  Texas, euggestted a re so lu t ion  encouraging minis te re  
mar r i ed - to  divorced persons " t o  continue t o  be a vitncea. no t  only  of the despair and 
pa in  of divorce. but also of God's redeeming grace. 

Other r e s o l u t i o n s  t o p i c s  included concern f o r  ch i ld ren  who d i e  of hunger, Southern 
B a p t i s t  uni ty.  Here's Hope w a n g e l i s t i c  emphasis and apprec i a t ion  t o  Nevada B a p t i s t  
hosts. 

--3 &- 
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Jun io r  Hill Elected F i r s t  Vice President  

LAS VEGAS, Neu. June 13--Junior H i l l ,  an evangelis t  from Hartselle, Ala. wa6 
e lec ted  f irst  v i c e  pres ident  of the  14.8 million-member Southern Bapt is t  Convention. 

Hill garnered 6,989 votes,  o r  54.2 percent of the votes cast, t o  defeat  three 
o the r  nominees. 

O f  t h e  more than 20,000 messengers who were registered.  12,884, or  63.53 percent, 
cast b a l l o t s  f o r  f i r s t  v i c e  president .  

Others who were nominated, their vote  t o t a l e  and percentages were Carolyn 
Weatherf ord, executive direct o r  of Southern Baptist Woman's Missionary Union, 
Birmingham, M a . ,  4,207 votes ,  or  32.62 percent; Bill Poe, a layman from F i r s t  Bap t i s t  
Church, Charlotte. N.C., 1,005 votes ,  o r  7.79 percent; and Brian Harbour, pastor of 
Immanuel Bap t i s t  Church, Little Rock, Ark., 683 votes,  o r  5.3 percent.  

C.B. ( B i l l )  Hogue, executive d i rec t  o r  of the  Southern Bap t i s t  General Convent ion 
of Cal i fornia ,  Fresno, nominated H i l l  and sa id  he was l o y a l  t o  " the Word of God and 
Southern Bap t i s t s  he r i t age  and doctrine." 

Hogue a l s o  called H i l l  a "humble personw who has "integrity. What a grea t  way to 
say t o  the  United Sta tea ,  'Here's Hope' (referring t o  the 1990 simultanious r ev iva l s )  
than t o  elect an evangelist." 

E a r l i e r  Tuesday. messengers re-elected Jerry Vines, pastor of First Bapt i s t  
Church, Jacksonvil le ,  Fla., t o  a second one-year t e t m  as president  of the SBC. 

--3 0-- 
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Vestal  News Conference 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 13 -- While not ru l ing  out the  poss ib i l i ty ,  Daniel Vestal 
s a i d  Tuesday night  he could no t  y e t  commit t o  being a candidate f o r  t h e  Southern 
Bap t i s t  Convention presidency next year. 

During a news conference j u s t  a few hours after h i s  defeat  t o  incumbent Jerry 
Vines of Jacksonvil le .  Fla., Vestal ,  pastor  of Dunwoody Baptist  Church i n  Atlanta,  said 
he would need to talk with his congregation and family before making h i s  decision. 

But he added: "I bel ieve  deeply about those pr incip les  and t r u t h s  t h a t  I have 
t r i e d  t o  @peak about and atand fo r .  I believe those pr inc ip les  w i l l  p revai l  and I 
bel ieve  they w i l l  prevail i n  New Orleans (the s i t e  of next year 's convention). 

Vestal sa id  he believes the  auest ion within the denomination is not about belief  
in t h e  Bible, but  about freedom. 

For t h e  past  10 years ,  he s a i d ,  the re  has been a "forced conformityw within t h e  
SBC that has d is f ranchised  and excluded a greet number of Southern Bapt is ts .  He said 
such an approach po la r i zes  and divides. 

Although admitt ing grief and disappointment over h i s  defeat.  Vestal sa id  he thinks 
he d i d  well agains t  an incumbent by receiving 43.7 percent of the  vote,  

Despite h i s  defeat, Vestal s a i d  h i s  church w i l l  continue supporting its l o c a l  
assoica t ion ,  the  Georgia Bapt is t  Convention and t h e  SBC. He added he hopes the 
congregation w i l l  be able t o  increase  the  1 2  percent it now gives t o  the  Cooperative 
Program. 

But i n  regard t o  o ther  congregations and s t a t e  conventions, Vestal s a i d  he doesn't  
think the SBC can continue "disfranchising people year  a f t e r  year  f o r  10 years and 
expect them t o  continue giving. " 

I n  responding t o  questions about women i n  ministry,  Vestal argued agains t  charging 
t h a t  people do not  be l ieve  i n  t h e  Bible simply because they i n t e r p r e t  Scr ip ture  
d i f f e r e n t l y .  

Veotal appealed t o  Southern Bapt ls te  t o  re jec t  "mil i tant  par t i sanshipn and inetead 
work toward a " legi t imate  un i tyn  by including people from various perspectives within 
the  denomination. 

H e  sa id  he applauds Tuesday's election of Richard Jackeon of Phoenix, Axiz., who 
opposed Vines i n  l a s t  year ' s  SBC pres iden t i a l  e l ec t ion ,  t o  the  Southern Bapt is t  Home 
Mission Board as a trustee. 

"1 see it as an in t roduct ion  t o  a greater i n c l u e i ~ e n e s s . ~  he said. adding he would 
encourage Vines t o  continue that pa t t e rn  of broader inclusion. 

--3 0-- - 
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Pres iden t i a l  News Conference 

LAS VEGAS, Nev.. June 13 -- Southern Bap t i s t s  have s e t t l e d  "the issue of the 
Biblm." but that doea not  man tha  donomination'a 11-year-old controveray is over. 
J e r r y  Vines sa id  i n  a news conference Tuesday shor t ly  a f t e r  h i s  re-elect ion a s  
president  of t h e  14.8laillionmember body. 

Howwer. Vines r e i t e r a t e d  a pledge made during t h e  annual p res iden t l s  address t 
"restore the joyn t o  the  denomination through an emphasis on personal evangelism. 

Vines, pastor  of ~ i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church, Jacksonville. Fla.. defeated Daniel Vestal 
of Dunwoody, Ga., i n  ba l lo t ing  e a r l i e r  tha t  day by a margin of 1 2  percent. 

"I bel ieve  t h e  i ssue  of t h e  Bible is s e t t l e d  i n  Southern Bapt is t  l i f e , "  he said.  
What I mean by t h a t  statement is t h a t  Southern Baptigts ,  every t i m e  they have had an 

pportunity t o  do so, have overwhelmingly affirmed w e  believe t h e  Bible is without 
error. 

"Those who say t h a t  the re  are e r r o r s  i n  t h e  Bible are i n  pronounced minority i n  
Southern Bapt is t  l i f e .  That has been se t t led ."  

This agreement, however, does not  mean t h a t  t h e  controversy is over or  t h a t  all 
the  denomination's problems a r e  solved, he said. 

"I do think it means t h a t  t h e  administrators of our i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h a t  the 
t r u s t e e s  of our i n s t i t u t i o n s  c l e a r l y  understand the  d i rec t ion  which Southern Bap t i s t s  
want to go. I* he explained. 

"I believe t h e  procegs of theological  renewal is under way. I am confident t h a t  
i n  a loving and Chr i s t l ike  manner, theological  problems i n  God's good time w i l l  be 
resolved. 

When asked by t o  es t imate  how many profeesoro i n  SBC s e m i n a r i e ~  do not bel ieve  i n  
the virgin b i r t h  of Chriet ,  Vinee declined t o  anwer. 

"Are the re  any?" t h e  repor ter  asked. 

'Wel l l  l e t  the t r u s t e e s  and t h e  administrat ions decide t h a t  for  us," Vines 
responded. 

"You don't want t o  answer tha t l I1  

"No, Vines said. 

Vines, a notably gen t l e  man. responded firmly when he was refer red  t o  a s  p a r t  of a 
"fundamentalist faction.1* 

"1 have always aeked t h a t  I not be referred t o  as r fundamentalist." Vines said. 
"If you mean by fundsmsntalirt that 1 %  one of those who b e l i e v o ~  i n  the  fundrmsntale 
of t h e  f a i t h ,  yes. But i f  you mean t h a t  I would fall i n  t h e  category of a l e g a l i s t ,  an 
unloving person, an Ayatollah Khomeini o r  a J i m  Jones, then the answer is no. "I would 
l i k e  t o  be known as a Bible-believing Christian." 

Vines sa id  he intends t o  be the Pame person in h i s  aecond term as he was i n  h i s  
f i r s t .  However, he sa id  he w i l l  extend  hi^ emphasis on personal evangelism t o  promote 
"building great s o u l ~ i n n i n g  c h u r c h e ~ . ~  

One repor ter  asked Vines about a statement reportedly made by conservative l eader  
Paige Patterson of Dallas that a nmemorialn from t h e  Bapt is t  General Association of 
Virginia  t h a t  has been re fe r red  t o  t h e  SBC Executive Cormittee would "never Bee t h e  
light of dayn a t  next year 's  convention me t ing .  
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"1 have been very  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Virg in ia  memorial s ince  t h e  beginning," Vines 
r e c a l l e d ,  express ing  apprec i a t ion  t o  Virg in ia  Bap t i s t  l eade r s  f o r  t h a t  involvement. 

Vines s a i d  it was a t  h i s  recommendation t h a t  t h e  Executive Committee organized a 
committee t o  r e c e i v e  the  memorial and the  concerns of Vi rg in ia  Bap t i s t s .  

"1 am most des i rous  t h a t  t h i s  be done because I personal ly  t ake  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  we 
should be responsive t o  any concerns expressed from anywhere i n  our  Southern Baptist 
const i tuency,"  he  sa id .  

Vines addressed a v a r i e t y  of o the r  t op ice  during t h e  n e w  conference: 

-- Appointments. "My c r i t e r i a  fo r  l a s t  year  will be my c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h i s  year,'* 
Vines s a id .  "I w i l l  appoint  t h e  b e s t  B a p t i s t s  I can f i nd .  I w i l l  no t  knowingly 
appoint  anyone who  believe^ the re  a r e  errors i n  t h e  Bible.n 

-- Ordina t ion  of women. "1 be l i eve  t h e  o rd ina t ion  of women i s  a l o c a l  church 
matter,I1 Vines s a i d ,  '!I would no t  ordain a woman a s  a pas tor  o r  as a deaconess. This  
ie my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  'What o t h e r  churches choose t o  do is  c e r t a i n l y  t h e i r  
prerogat ive.  The d i f f i c u l t y  comes when those who may have a d i f f e r e n t  view on t h a t  
i s s u e  a r e  perhaps requi red  o r  forced  t o  fund something t h a t  is  aga ins t  them." 

-- Cooperative Program and mission o f f e r ing  giving. I1I 'rn an  op t imi s t  .I1 Vines 
s a id .  I11 be l i eve  we're  going t o  be moving back u p m n  

-- The denominational press, Gene Puclcett. editor of the Bib l i ca l  Recorder of 
North Carol ina,  asked Vines if he would support a f r e e  press  among Bap t i s t s ,  a l l u d i n g  
t o  al ledged a t t empt s  by some conserva t ive  l eade r s  t o  con t ro l  B a p t i s t  Press ,  t h e  
denominational news ~ e r v i c e .  Vines r e p l i e d  simply, nYes.n 

-- The p o s s i b i l i t y  of r epea t ing  t h i s  year1a door-to-door wi tness ing  e f f o r t  when 
t h e  SBC meets in New or lean^ next  year .  "1 a m  very p o s i t i v e  toward doing a similar 
witnees ing  e f f o r t  i n  New Orleans." Vines sa id .  "1 th ink  k t  would be mamelous i f  we 
d i d  t h i s  everywhere we goen  

-- The p o s s i b i l i t y  of d e f e r r i n g  any motion on c r e a t i n g  a new Religious L ibe r ty  
Commission next year i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of avoiding controversy, as was done t h i s  year, 
"In terms of what I might o r  might no t  do concerning t h a t  recommendation, i t ' s  a l i t t l e  
ea r ly , "  he said.. It was a t  Vines1 urging t h a t  t h e  Executive Committee recommended 
d e f e r r i n g  t h e  Rel ig ious  L ibe r ty  Commission v o t e  u n t i l  the 1990 annual meeting. 

Vines decl ined t o  comment on a pending motion t o  remove funds from t h e  
Washington-based B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Commit t e e  on Public  Af  fairo. 
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Tuesday Afternoon Business 

LAS VEGAS. Nev., June 13 --Southern Bap t i s t s '  representat ion on re l ig ious  l i b e r t y  
i s sues  would be af fec ted  by two motions introduced Tuesday by messengers t o  t h e  
Southern Bapt is t  Convention. 

A commissioner of t h e  Southern Bapt is t  Chr is t ian  Life Commission asked messengers 
t o  conoider expanding the  program statement of h i s  agency r a t h e r  than e s t a b l i s h  a 
Religious Liberty Commission. 

Rudy C. Yakym Jr. of Mishawdca, Ind,  moved t h a t  t h e  SBC Executive Committee study 
the  " f e a s i b i l i t y  and a d v i s a b i l i t y  of foregoing i ts recommendation t o  establish a 
Religious Liberty Commission and ins tead expand t h e  program statement and budget of t h e  
Chr i s t i an  Life  Commiseion t o  include the  proposed du t i es  of the  Religious Liberty 
Commission." 

Yakym's motion a l s o  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  Executive Committee t o  repor t  i t s  f indings t o  
the  1990 SBC annual meeting i n  New Orleans. 

A member of t h e  SBC Executive Committee moved t h a t  messengers reconsider t he  
convention budget they approved e a r l i e r  i n  the  day and i n  doing s o  reduce t h e  
a l l o c a t i o n  t o  the Washington-based Bapt i s t  Joint Committee on Public Affairs by 
$200,000. 

According t o  t h e  motion introduced by Kenneth R. Barnett of Denver Colo., that sum 
would be re-allocated t o  four Southern Baptist  e n t i t i e s  -- $60.000 t o  t h e  Foreign 
Mission Board. $50.000 t o  t h e  Home Mission Board, $50.000 t o  t h e  Public Affairs 
Committee and $40,000 t o  the  Chris t i a n  Life Commission, 

Two other motions were oomewhat re la ted .  One, introduced by Bob M. Patterston of 
Warm Springs, Ga., would prohibi t  funding the Public Affa i rs  Committee. The other ,  
made by John Leland Berg of Houston. would prohibit  the  c rea t ion  of any new agency or  
expansion of any agency'e budget u n t i l  the  convention had increased t h e  budgets of both 
mission boards by a t  l e a s t  3 percent f o r  three  consecutive years. 

Several motions r e l a t e d  t o  the  consideration of dates and s i t e s  f o r  fu tu re  SBC 
annual meetings. Other motions ca l l ed  for  changes in t h e  scheduling of various items 
of convention business. 

Witnessing p r i o r  t o  annual meetinge. reserving s e a t s  on the convention f l o o r  and 
providing convention exhibit space for non-SBC seminaries and schools a l s o  sparked 
motions. 

Other motions addreesed: 

-- The appointment of individuals  t o  SBC boards and committeas. 

-- The terms of off ice and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e ~  of SBC off icers .  

-- The s e l e c t i o n  of facu l ty  members a t  Southern Bapt is t  seminaries and schools. 

Other messengers introduced motions on es tabl ishing housing ~ c h o l a r s h i p g  f o r  
f u t u r e  c ment ions ,  sending a l e t t e r  of assuxance of prayer t o  President George Bush. 
d i r e c t i n g  the Committee on Order of Business about the  considerat ion of convention 
business. e s t ab l i sh ing  a committee t o  a s s i s t  e t a t e s  i n  which churches are not  baptizing 
individuals ,  and deeignating 1990 ss the  In ternat ional  Year of Bible Reading. 

Other motions concerned SBC agenciee and i n s t i t u t i o n o  and ranged from affirming 
agency leadera t o  examining i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pol ic iee  t o  aupporting a p r c i f i c  programs. 
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Theme Interpretat ion/Sunday School Board Report 

LAS VEGAS, Nev. June 13--Southern B a p t i s t s  have grown o lde r  and co lde r  as a 
denomination because they are no longer  t h e  blue c o l l a r  s o u l  winners they  used t o  be,  
an Oklahoma pas to r  t o l d  convention messengers Tuesday night .  

Bobby Boyles, pas to r  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of Moore. Okla.. l a y  t h e  blame f o r  
t h e  denomination's l a c k l u s t e r  growth on a menta l i ty  t h a t  has become t o o  soph i s t i ca t ed  
t o  be concerned about s o u l  winning, 

'We are now whi t e  c o l l a r  socialites...who have been d i s t r a c t e d  from "Going. 
Weeping; Sowing. Reaping," he s a i d  as he i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  convention theme. 

Boyles s a i d  t h e  denomination haa become d i s t r a c t e d  "by a l l  t h e  glamor of being t h e  
l a r g e ~ t  ' P ro t e s t an t '  denomination i n  t h e  world, and we stopped doing t h e  th ing  t h a t  
brought u s  where we are. 

"1 keep hear ing  everyone say baptisma and soul  winning are down because of t h e  
controversy. I be l i eve  just t h e  oppos i te  is t rue .  I be l i eve  we a r e  i n  controversy 
because we stopped winning souls , "  h e  declared. 

Boyles lamented t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a time when t h e  main conversat ion a t  Bap t i s t  
s minaries  was "How many s o u l s  have you won t o  Chr i s t  t h i s  week?" But now, he 
contended, conversat ion c e n t e r s  on "How's your golf  game?" 

But, he continued, the problem is more t h e  f a u l t  of churches which have l o s t  t h e i r  
vision f o r  evangelism than the seminaries. "Our seminaries  are simply a r e f l e c t i o n  of 
our churches as a whole." he added. 

Boyles s a i d  Southern B a p t i s t s  problems are t h e  rertult  of "becoming f a t  and l ay ing  
around the  campfire l i k e  a bunch of coon dogs. We were not  designed t o  be b u i l t  around 
educa t iona l  i n s t i t u t i o n g ,  boards and agencies.  We are t h e  blood bought, Holy Ghost 
empowered people of God, designed t o  win the  world t o  Chr is t .  

"It's high time we g e t  of f  t h e  f a t  and away from t h e  f i r e  and g e t  back on t h e  
t r a i l  of l o s t  men, women, boys and g i r l s  and f u l f i l l  t h e  mission which we were bought 
by the blood of Calvary 's  c r o s s  t o  do." 

In  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  convention, Bap t i s t  Sunday School Board Pres ident  Lloyd Elder  
of Nashvi l l e ,  Tenn.. reaff i rmed h i e  agency's commitment t o  t h e  Bap t i s t  F a i t h  and 
Message Statement. 

"Our commitment t o  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of God's word w i l l  not f a i l . "  he s t a t e d .  

In  d e t a i l i n g  ~ccomplishments  of the  paBt year ,  E lder  reported:  

-- The board is printing 10 m i l l i o n  copies  of the New Testament f o r  use in t h e  
denomination's Were ' s  Hopen r e v i v a l s  next year. Five million copies have a l ready  been 
produced and are being distributed t o  churches which are committed t o  the r ev iva l s .  

-- The Holman Divis ion  is c e l e b r a t i n g  i t e  t e n t h  anniversary  i n  its r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  t h e  agency. 

-%ore-- 
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-- The "Disc ip le ' s  Study Biblevt,  wi th  study he lps  based on 27 key B a p t i s t  
doc t r ines ,  has s o l d  almost 100.000 copies  s i n c e  i t s  in t roduc t ion  i n  1988. 

-- Work is  progress ing  on "The New American Commentary, lv which w i l l  serve as an  
exege t i ca l  and t heo log ica l  expos i t i on  of t h e  Bib le  f o r  Southern Bap t i s t s .  

-- The plan of s a l v a t i o n  cont inues  t o  be included i n  more l i t e r a t u r e  published by 
t h e  agency. 

--3 +- 
By J o e  Westbury--9:50 p.m. Tuesday 
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Foreign M i s  s ion Board Report 

LAS VEGAS. Nev.. June 13 -- Unless Southern Bap t i s t s  make a radical  commitment 
within the  next few years and tu rn  away from se l f i shness  and self-indulgence, the  
14.8-million-member denomination w i l l  not reach i t s  Bold Mission Thrust goal of 
proclaiming the  gospel t o  every person i n  the  world by the  year 2000. 

Keith Parkg, preeident  of t h e  denomination'& Foreign Mission Board i n  Richmond. 
Va. made the  predic t ion during the agency's annual repor t  t o  t h e  Southern Bapt is t  
Corrvention Tueeday night  a t  Las Vegas Convention Center. 

Parks; expressed f e a r  t h a t  Southern Bap t i s t s  i n  the  year 2000 would be known a s  e 
denomination which had everything they needed t o  reach the  world with the gospel except 
a broken hear t .  

He sa id  B a p t i s t s  w i l l  not  be ab le  t o  evangelize t h e  world "unless we f a l l  on our 
faces i n  humility. un less  w e  deny ouraelves. unless  w e  put as ide  our self-indulgence. 
unless  w e  redevelop a passion f o r  t h e  world. unless  w e  a r e  wi l l ing  t o  l a y  down our 
l i v e s  fo r  the sake of t h e  gospel. 

Parks c a l l e d  on Bap t i s t s  t o  commit themselves t o  prayer. t o  missions giving, and 
t o  giving t h e i r  l i v e e  in mission service.  

A former missionary t o  Indonesia. Parks sa id  Southern Bap t i s t s  have plenty of 
money t o  finance an e f f e c t i v e  missions program, but they keep the  money i n  t h e i r  
pockets and i n  t h e i r  churches, and spend it on themselves instead of giving i t  t o  
missions. 

"Some of us  have s a l a r i e s  t h a t  a r e  too  big,  based on cu l tu re  instead of 
~ammi tment .~~  Parks sa id .  " We a r e  going t o  r i d e  around i n  air-condit ioned ccnnfort and 
wonder why t h e  r e s t  of t h e  world does not bel ieve in Jesua." 

He charged t h a t  Southern Bap t i s t s  have not  yet decided whether it i s  worth t h e  
cos t  t o  reach t h e  world f o r  Christ .  'We have l o s t  t h e  passion f o r  reaching a l o s t  
world. " 

Parks sa id  t h e r e  a r e  1.3 b i l l i o n  people i n  t h e  world who a r e  facing death and t h e  
judgement of God because they do not have a pereonel f a i t h  i n  Jesus Christ. 

In  an e f f o r t  t o  reach these 1.3 b i l l i o n  people. Southern Bapt i s t s  support t h e  work 
of 3,855 mieeionaries assigned t o  116 e w n t r i e e .  plus 10.000 volunteers who work 
alongside t h e  career  missionaries each year. 

Parka sa id  t h a t  99 percent of Southern Bap t i s t s '  mission resources are spent on 
" t rad i t iona l  mission f i e l d s n  using t r a d i t i o n a l  approaches. Only one percent of 
Bap t i s t s '  resources are used t o  reach t h e  325 mil l ion  people who l i v e  in countr ies  
where missionaria cannot go. 

Parks out l ined four  non-tradit ional  ways t h e  Foreign Nisrsion Board is using t o  t r y  
t o  reach people i n  w h a t  mission leaders  c a l l  " ree t r ic ted  accese nations." 

A subsidiary  of t h e  board ce l l ed  Cooperative Services In ternat ional  (CSI) sends 
experts  i n t o c o u n t x i e s l i k e  the  People's Republic of China where t r a d i t i o n a l  
missionaries cannot go. 

Parks reported t h a t  45 Bap t i s t s  involved i n  CSI programs have sa fe ly  t raveled  from 
China to H ng Kong i n  recent  weeke. Because of p o l i t i c a l  unreat  i n  China, the board 
has delayed plans t o  send 35 other  CSI volunteers t o  China t h i s  summer. and i s  wait ing 
t o  eee what happens before sending 65 others  t h i s  fal l .  
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Th board has a l s o  appointed seven career  "non-residentn missionary couples who 
cannot live i n  s p e c i f i c  countr ies ,  but they learn the language of the  people and work 
with o thers  t o  reach s p e c i f i c  people groups. I n  the  f a l l ,  t h e  number of non-resident 
miss ionar ies  will double t o  14 couples. 

These 14 couples w i l l  t a r g e t  unreached people groups with a population of more 
than 200 mi l l ion ,  Parks sa id ,  

Another c r e a t i v e  way t h e  board i s  seeing t o  reach restricted access nat ions,  he 
explained, i s  through a "tentmaker" program involving bivocational  missionaries who 
work i n  professions t h a t  are needed i n  countr ies  which career  missionaries cotild r ~ o t  
en te r .  

The board i s  a l s o  experimenting with t h e  concept of " i t ine ran t  missionaries,"  who 
travel t o  countr ies  on t o u r i s t  v i s a s  f o r  shor t  periods of time, r a t h e r  than l i v i n g  i n  
the  countr ies .  One such couple, Parks sa id ,  t raveled  i n t o  a i x  countr ies  f o r  a total of 
99 times, l i v i n g  out of a s u i t c a s e  with four changes of clothes.  They have no home, 
but  ask Baptists not to f e e l  sorry  f o r  them. 

"We are encountering some of the  most responsive people i n  the  world and w e  
wouldn't t r ade  places with anyone." they t o l d  Parks, 

Parks praised the  work of the board's 3,855 missionaries. saying they baptized an 
average of 51 new Chr i s t i ans  each l a s t  year, compared t o  30 baptisms per  missionary i n  
1976 when the  SBC launched i ts Bold Mission Thrust program. 

Before Parks spoke, the pres ident  of the Bapt is t  Convention of Western Cuba. 
Antonio Perez Rabelo, expressed thanks t o  Southern Bap t i s t s  f o r  the  support they have 
given Cuban B a p t i s t s  f o r  more than 100 years. Rabelo said t he re  a r e  103 Bapt is t  
churchee i n  Western Cuba with 6,300 members working wi th  more than 20,000 cub an^ who 
sr sympathetic with t h e  gospel,  

Messengers a l s o  heard test imonies of Dick and Lahona Greenwood, missionaries with 
the  Ketchi Indians of Guatemala; Ralph and Melinda Bethea of Mombosa, Kenya wha work 
with t h e  Swahili people; and John and Connie Anthony, missionaries i n  Jerusalem, I s r a e l  
who work with both Arabs and Messianic Jews, 

I n  a business sess ion ,  messengere e lec ted  Ernest Myers, of Reno, Nev., a s  second 
vice  president .  Myers is executive d i rec to r  of the  Nevada Bapt is t  Convention, 
defeated Lewis Adkison of Colorado Springs, Colo.. i n  a runoff. 

--3 0-- 

By J i m  Newton, 10:30 p.m., Tuesday 
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Second Vice President 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14 -- Ernest B. Myers of Reno, Nev., was elected second 
vice president of the Southern Baptist Convention Tuesday night in a runoff. 

Myers, executive director of the Nevada Baptist Conventlon, defeated Lewis 
Adkison, pastor of Circle Drive Baptist Church, Colorado Springs, Colo., by a vote of 
3,540 to 2,748. 

A third candidate, G. T. Bowman, director of Flint River Baptist Association, 
Griffin, Ga., was eliminated on the first ballotwhenhe received 538 votes. 

By Roy Jennlngs -- 11:05 a.m. Wednesday 
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Elec t ion  of O f f i c e r s  and RTVC Report 

LAS VEGAS, Nev, June.14--Messengers t o  t h e  132nd annual s e s s i o n  of t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention l ea rned  Wednesday t h a t  about 350 m i l l i o n  Chinese c i t i z e n s  heard t h e  
gospel  l a s t  year  through musical programs sponsored by t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Radio and 
Telev is ion  Cammission. 

Richard T, McCartney, i n t e r i m  ch ie f  execut ive o f f i c e r ,  repor ted  t h a t  the 
Centurymen. a group of Southern B a p t i s t  min i s t e r s  of music, t r a v e l e d  ex tens ive ly  
throughout China performing concer t s .  McCartney a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  RTVC. i n  
cooperat ion wi th  China Cent ra l  Te lev is ion ,  produced a show which presented t h e  gospel 
through c l a s s i c a l  and f o l k  music. 

McCartney asked f o r  t h e  messengers t o  pray f o r  an English-speaking anchor woman 
who performed wi th  t h e  C e n t r y k n  du r ing  t h e  t o u r  who r e c e n t l y  had spoken out  i n  favor  
of t h e  s tuden t s  demonstrat ing f o r  democracy in China. McCartney repor ted  t h a t  t h e  
woman had been on ABCs Night l ine  speaking i n  support  of the g tudents  and had spoken out  
i n  favor  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  on China Cent ra l  Televsion. He s a i d  ehe has n o t  been seen  
r e c e n t l y  and t h a t  no one has  heard  from her .  

Because of the r ecen t  even t s  i n  China, McCartney said,' 'We do n o t  know how God was 
prepar ing  t h e  Chinese people" through t h e  wi tness  of t h e  s ing ing  group. 

"For a few days.I1 McCartney said, Ifthe Chinese people l ea rned  n o t  of a western 
r e l i g i o n ,  but  of a way of l i f e  f o r  m i l l i o n s  of people." 

The commission's r e p o r t  ended w i t h  a segment from a t e l e v i s i o n  s p e c i a l  about t h e  
China t r i p  which f ea tu red  t h e  Chinese t e l e v i s i o n  anchorwoman s ing ing  "Amazing Grace1' 
w i th  t h e  Centurymen. 

I n  o the r  bus ines s  dur ing  t h e  morning sess ion ,  Martin Bradley, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  
Research Serv ices  Department of the Bap t i s t  Sunday School Board. Nashvi l le ,  Tenn., was 
re-elected record ing  secretary, and Lee Por te r ,  design e d i t o r  f o r  t h e  Sunday School 
Deparment a t  t h e  Sunday School Board, was re-elected r e g i s t r a t i o n  sec re t a ry .  

--3 0-- 

By Terry Barone -- 10:55 a.m. Wednesday 
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Action on Tuesday Motions 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14 -- Almost every motion introduced Tuesday by messengers 
t o  the  Southern Bapt is t  Convention has been referred.  postponed o r  ruled out of order. 

A motion t o  receive and respond t o  s "memorial" from t h e  Bapt is t  General 
Association of Virginia was referred t o  the  SBC Executive Committee. The formal 
statement of concerns about t h e  "present crisis i n  Southern Bapt is t  l i f e"  was approved 
by Virginia Bap t i s t s  during t h e i r  s t a t e  annual meeting l a s t  November, 

The Executive Committee a l s o  w i l l  rw iew motions on resolu t ions  during SBC annual 
meetings, establishment of a committee on the  Bapt is t  Fa i th  and Message and evaluat ion 
of representa t ion  a t  future conventions. 

Also re fe r red  t o  t h e  Executive Committee were all motions t h a t  wouldrequire 
amending SBC bylaws o r  affect fu tu re  convention arrangements. 

Motions concerning s p e c i f i c  SBC ageucies and i n s t i t u t i o n s  were refer red  t o  those 
e n t i t i e s .  4 

A motion t o  remove Cur t i s  W. Caine of Jackson. Miss.. from t h e  Southern Bapt is t  
Chr is t ian  Life Commission was postponed t o  the 1990 SBC, The Committee on Order of 
Business sa id  t h i s  delay would allow time for  an inves t iga t ion  of t h e  l e g a l  
ramif ica t ions  of removing a CLC commissioner, a s  well a s  providing Caine a time fo r  
response ,, 

Ruled out.of  order were motions t o  reconsider a 1988 S C  r e so lu t ion  on t h e  
priesthood of the bel iever ;  t o  censure the  Executive Committee f o r  an ac t ion  it took i n  
opposi t ion t o  a t e l e v i s i o n  broadcast produced by commentator B i l l  Moyers; and t o  ask 
messengers t o  r e f r a i n  from wfr ivolous  applausew during the  annual meeting as a means of 
expressing personal opinion. 

--3 P- 

By Kathy Palen -- 11 a.m. Wednesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14-- Over 200 children of Southern Baptist messengers 
escaped the confines of the Las Vegas Convention Center Tuesday and Wednesday to learn 
about missions at the SBC Missions Day Camp. 

Sponsored by the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission, Memphis, Tenn., the 
day camp offered children from 26 states that have completed grades 1-6 a welcomed 
alternative to the convention proceedings. 

"Day camp is fun for kids," said eleven-year-old Gregory Floyd of Miami, Florida. 
"We can play around. 1t's not boring like being at the convention center." 

First Southern Baptist Church of Las Vegas hosted the 1989 day camp. Melissa 
Arnold, Phoenix, Ariz., was assisted by 19 student summer missionaries assigned to 
work in Nevada. Arnold served as the director. 

11 Day camp gives children a chance to learn about God and fun while at the 
convention," said Arnold. 

Cynthia Still, Woman's Missionary Union director, Nevada Baptist Convention, 
directed the training of the summer missionaries. 

The day camp's program was designed to teach missions and Bible leasons in a 
creative and fun atmosphere. 

According to Karl Bozeman, the Brotherhood Commission's director of Lad and 
Crusader Royal Ambassadors, the day camp is an investment in the future of Southern 
Baptist misssions. 

"I feel like there will be some children who, because of their experience in 
misssions day camp, will feel called to misssioes,'* said Bozeman who has coordinated 
the day camp for nine years. 

Children heard testimonies of two Southern Baptist foreign misssionaries during 
the day camp. They were Albert Sutton, Jr., Brazil, and Sallie Lanier, Israel. 

Bozeman said that other day camp volunteers included teenagers from across the 
country who attended the convention with their parents. 

One of those teenagers was Jana Rousseau of Taylor, La.. "I had fun helping last 
Il year, said Rousseau. "I wanted to do It again. This gives you the opportunity to 

meet some neat children." 

The Brotherhood Commission, the missions education agency for men and boys, is 
already making plans for SBC Missions Day Camp 1990 to be held in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, June 12-14. 

By James Warren -- 11:25 a.m. Wednesday 
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Wednesday AM Reports 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14--Messengers t o  t he  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention received 
progress r e p o r t s  Wednesday morning from two of t h e i r  s i x  seminaries ,  t h e  Stewardship 
Commission, and t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Foundation. 

Milton Ferguson. pres ident  of Midwestern Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary, Kansas 
City. Moms repor ted  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  is  leading  s tuden t s  t o  become "more e f f e c t i v e  
evange l i s t s  f o r  Chr i s t  and l ead ing  t h e i r  people t o  have s o u l  winning l i f e s t y l e s . "  

To pursue t h a t  goal,  t h e  seminary has launched a five-year "Program of Advance". 
t h e  f i r s t  e tage  which w i l l  r a i e e  funds f o r  endowment of a c h a i r  f o r  a profeseor  of 
evangelism, he sa id .  

Lewis Drummond, p re s iden t  of embattled Southeastern B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary. 
Wake Forest .  N.C. . repor ted  t h e  school  has  kept  its budget balanced and i s  busy f i l l i n g  
seven professorsh ips  which have become vacant  i n  r ecen t  months, 

Concerning a c c r e d i t i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Drrmunond s a i d  t h e  seminary is "absolu te ly  
dedicated" t o  f u l l f i l l i n g  t h e  concerns of i ts  a c c r e d i t i n g  agency and i s  "determined t o  
keep our  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  i n  place." 

The seminary w i l l  soon launch a gchool of missions, world evangelism and church 
growth t o  better prepare i ts  s t u d e n t s  f o r  evangelism. he reported.  The new school  " w i l l  
s e t  t h e  tone and p a t t e r n  I am confident  at1 Southern B a p t i s t s  can Drummond 
added. 

Rudy Fagan, president of t h e  Stewardship Commission. Nashville.  Tenn., announced 
the i n i t i a t i o n  of a new program t o  lead  Southern B a p t i s t s  i n  evangelism and 
s t  wardsh ip .  

nThe 'Witnessing. Giving L i f e '  program is a jo in ing  of hands between t h e  
Stewardship Commission and t h e  Home Mission Boardt1 t h a t  w i l l  provide more funds f o r  
g r e a t e r  e v a n g e l i s t i c  e f f o r t s  of t h e  denomination, he sa id .  

Fagan then  l e d  i n  t h e  s igning  of a Commitment of Dedication by s e l e c t e d  
denomination l eade r sh ip ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Fagan, those  s igning  t h e  commitment were SBC 
Pres ident  J e r r y  Vines of J acksonv i l l e ,  F l a . ;  Harold Bennett. p r e s iden t  of the Executive 
Committee, Naghville,  Tenn.: Larry Lewis, p re s iden t  of t h e  Home Mission Board, At lan ta ,  
Ga.; and D a r r e l l  Robinson. v i c e  pres ident .  evangelism. f o r  t h e  Home Mission Board. 

.. A t  t h e  conclusion of t h e  r epo r t .  Ron Gunter, messenger from River  Oaks B a p t i s t  
Church. For t  Worth. Texas. asked Fagan what t h e  Stewardship Commission has done t o  
encourage elected SBC l e ade r s  t o  increase  t h e i r  l e v e l  of g iv ing  t o  Cooperative Program 
and o t h e r  missions o f f e r ings .  

"At our church, we would have t o  reduce our  g iv ing  by 19 percent  t o  match t h a t  f 
some of our  e l e c t e d  l e a d e r s m W  he sa id .  

Fagan r e p l i e d  t h a t  i n  r ecen t  years ,  each of t h e  e l e c t e d  p re s iden t s  "have come 
forward t o  say they will lead t h e i r  churches t o  higher l e v e l s  of percentage givingn t o  
t h e  o f f e r ings  . 

H o l l i s  Johnson 111. pres iden t  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Foundation. Nashvi l le ,  
Tenn., repor ted  a record year  of investment performance for  t h e  agency. 

Johnson r epor t ed  t h a t  market va lue  of assets increased $6,413.023 t o  a record of 
$67,816.478--an inc rease  f 6.5 percent.  The h igh l igh t  of f i g c a l  year  1988. he added. 
was a 22.59 percent  i nc rease  i n  income produced frm the p r w i o u s  yea r  f o r  B a p t i s t  
causes and ind iv idua l s .  

When the f l o o r  was opened for  ques t ions .  Bill Wiley , messenger from Cedartawn 
B a p t i s t  Church, Cedartown, Ga.. ques t ioned  whether Johson is a "personal s o u l  winner." 
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Johnson replied that he did practice personal evangelism, was an active member of 
his  church and a teacher of a Sunday School clese.  

Wiley was referring t o  testimonies on personal evangelism that each previous 
agency head had included i n  his report that morning. on request by SBC President Jerry 
Vines. Johnson had not included such an account in his report. 

--3 0-- 

By Joe Westbury -- 11:15 a.m. Wednesday 
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Business sessions/reports 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14-- For the first time in history, the Southern Baptist 
Christian Life Commisssion filed friend of court briefs in the U.S. Supreme Court, 
messengers to the 132nd Southern Baptist Convention were told Wednesday morning. 

Making his first report as director of the commission, Richard D. Land of Nashville 
reported on briefs filed in 1988 relating to cases opposing abortion on demand and a 
federal ban on the availability of "dial-a-porntt telephone pornography. 

Land reported that the commission also had assisted with efforts to defeat l'esalized 
gambling in several states and had increased its work in the areas of world hunger, 
alcohol and drug abuse. 

Following tle report, messenger Jim Edwards of Hendersonville, Tenn., asked Land 
about the commission's actions related to remarks made in September 1988 by commission 
trustee Curtis Caine o f ,  Jackson, ~ i s s .  

In the same meeting where Land was elected as director, Caine had made several 
remarks about the nonexistence of apartheid in South Africa and had called Martin 
Luther King, Jr. a "fraud." 

The remarks created controversy across the convention about the commission's 
stands on race relations. 

Land deferred to commission trustee chairman Joe Atchison of Rogers, Ark., saying 
it was his (Land's) "conviction that it is inappropriate for me to respond to the 
statements of a commission trustee." 

Atchison said the commission and its trustees always had practiced freedom of 
speech and that "no one ever has been muzzled. 

"I think the commission has issued a clear statement already about: the stand we 
take on race relations," said Atchison. 

Billy Summerlin of Gadsden, Ala., ch'airman of trustees for the convention's 
Brotherhood Commission, reported that more than 800 Baptist men helped to rebuild 
churches in Jamaica following Hurrican Gilbert in 1988. In addition, Baptist men 
helped to build another 200 new churches in the United States in the past year. 

Baptist men also helped to raise funds to send more than 100,000 Bibles to Russia 
in 1988 and currently are involved in efforts to send an additional 100,000 Bibles in 
1989, Summerlin said. 

"But, it is the week in and week out continuing missions activities of men and 
boys in the local church that are the backbone of the Brotherhood Commission's activities," 
Summerlin said. 

Summerlin and Brotherhood Comisssion President James H. Smith of Memphis, Tenn., 
reported on a communications audit which resulted in several changes in commission 
curriculum and publications. 

The changes include a new program emphasis on senior adults and specialized 
materials for age groups. 

Smith presented humorist Jerry Clower of McComb, Miss., with an award recognizing 
his contributions to High School Baptist Young Men through the Jerry Clower Speak-Out 
Award presented annually in a national competition. 
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Samuel T. Currin of Raleigh, N.C., chairman of the convention's Public Affairs 
Committee, said the past year had been "especially challenging and also very rewarding." 

The committee, which represents the denomination on the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, was involved in several key legislative issues, Currin said, including 
opposition to federal child-care regulations and the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 
1988. 

Messenger Bentley Gwinn of Luke, Texas, questioned Currin about discrepancies 
in Public Affairs Committee reports and publications of the BJCPA on a proposed 
voluntary prayer in school amendment. 

The amendment, proposed in the early 1980s by the Reagan administration, had 
sparked a resolution by messengers to the 1982 Southern Baptist Convention annual 
meeting supporting the amendment. 

Gwinn questioned if the amendment called for written prayers and why the PAC 
failed to recognize the BJCPA's opposition to government-written prayers. 

"The SBC resolution stands on its own merits," Currin said. 

Currin added that any legislation was open to "a host of interpretations," but in 
his opinion, the Southern Baptist Convention interpretation was correct and the Baptist 
Joint Committee was wrong. 

Mike Ruffin, messenger from Adele, Ga., asked Currin about "attitudes of the 
Public Affairs Committee leaning toward severing relationships with the BJCPA. 

Currin said, "there should be no concern about the quality of your representatives 
or their commitment to the Public Affairs Committee." 

However, the PAC has faced problems in relating to the BJCPA, Currin said, 
including differences on issues and matters of funding. 

"This will surprise many of you, but Southern Baptists provide 90 percent of the 
Joint Committee's funding but we have only one-third of the representatives," Currin 
said. 

I1 We can't get an accounting from the staff on where their money is coming from and 
how it is being spent," Currin said. "I do hope one of these days this matter can be 
resolved ." 

During a three-minute response, James M. Dunn, executive director of the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, contended the Washington-based agency had been 
"maligned and misrepresented" in the PAC report. 

He disputed the claim that the SBC provides 90 percent of the BJC's budget. 
During the current budget, he said, the convention provides 60 percent of the agency's 
budget and under the budget approved by messengers Tuesday that figure would drop to 
53 percent. 

In addition, Dunn said each BJC member receives a certified audit verifying the 
agency's income and expenditures. 

Despite the fact that the BJC receives financialsupport from three Baptist state 
conventions and a number of Southern Baptist churches, Dunn said the agency has not 
conducted a campaign of solicitation among SBC constituents. 

Dunn also called false charges that the BJC has not stayed within the bounds of 
actions taken by 'the SBC. He specially disputed claims that the agency was in opposition 
to SBC actions on the Supreme Court appointment of Robert Bork and the passage of the 
Civil Rights Restoratfon Act. 

In other business, messengers heard reports from the Baptist World Alliance, 
a world-wide organization of Baptist groups, and the convention's calendar committee. 

By Phillip Poole, 12:30 p.m., Wednesday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE' RELEASE 

Baptist United Breakfast 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14-- Daniel Vestal, who failed Tuesday in his bid for the 
Southern Baptist Convention presidency, told a breakfast group of more than 400 Wednesday 
that he wants to "go home and pastor" his congregation in Atlanta, Ga., before he decides 
whether to allow his name to be placed in nomination for president again next year. 

But Winfred Moore, pastor of First Baptist Church of Amarillo, Texas, and spokesman 
for Baptist Committed to the Southern Baptist Convention, breakfast sponsor, gave Vestal 
little room to say no. 

Brother Dan, I know you need to talk to your people and as a pastor I appreciate 
that, but I want you to know that I sent a telegram to your deacons this morning." 

As the applause subsided, Moore added, "And I signed your name to it." 

Stopping short of a formal announcement, Vestal said, "1'm willing to do what I 
can to return this convention to the basic truths and principles we believe in. 

"I believe those truths and principles will triumph in New Orleans." 

Vestal told Moore and the other Baptist Committed members, "I'm humbled to be counted 
among your ranks .It 

Another leader, John Baugh of Dallas, told the group, "The Pressler era will leave 
a legacy of oppression and deceit. It must be brought to an end." 

By Roy Jones, Abilene Reporter News--1:OO p.m. Wednesday 



PHOTO CUTLINES 

14. FORUM STEERERS--The Southern Baptist Forum held its annual meeting in Las 
Vegas, Nev., June 12, immediately prior to the Sou,thern Baptist Convention annual 
meeting. Among the group's steering committee members are (back row, from left) 
George (Dub) Steincross, pastor of Second Baptist Church in Liberty, Mo.; Peter 
Rhea Jones, pastor of First Baptist Church of Decatur, Ga.; C. Kenny Cooper, pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church in Nashville; (front row, from left) Pete H i l l ,  pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Vero Beach, Fla.; Molly Marshall-Green, assistant professor 
of theology at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky.; Jon 
Stubblefield, pastor of First Baptist Church of Shreveport, La.; and conference 
speaker Brian Harbour, pastor of Imrnanuel Baptist Church in Little Rock, Ark. 
(Photo by Paul Obregon) I 

23. PRESIDENTIAL EXHORTATION--Southern ~ a ~ t i s t s  have settled their disagreements over 
the Bible and must now emphasize personal evangelism, convention President Jerry 
Vines told messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting in Las Vegas 
fune,l3' during his annual President's Address. Messengers re-elected him to a 
second one-year term as SBC president three hours later. Vines, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Jacksonville, Fla., defeated Daniel Vestal, pastor of Dunwoody 
(Ga.) Baptist Church by a vote of 10,754 to 8,248. (Photo by Paul Obregon) 

21.A. CONVENTION CROWD--More than 20,000 Southern Baptists from across the country 
converged on Las Vegas, Nev., June 13-15 for the 142nd session of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. The event was preceded by an evangelistic witnessingldoor- 
to-door campaign and more than a dozen vocational and special-interest conferences. 
(Photo by Paul Obregon) 

45. TEN YEARS--The Southern Baptist Executive Committee honored Harold C. Bennett 
for 10 years as its president and treasurer during the convention's annual meeting 
June 13-15 in Las Vegas, Nev. Executive Cownittee Chairman Charles Sullivan, (left) 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Lenoir City, Tenn., presented a plaque of appreciation 
to Bennett and his wife, Phyllis. (Photo by Paul Obregon) 

31. PRESIDENT SPEAKS--Southern Baptist Convention President Jerry Vines met with 
reporters hours after messengers to the SBC annual meeting in Las Vegas, Nev., 
re-elected him to a second one-year term as president. "I beleive the issue of the 
Bible is settled in Southern Baptist life," he said, adding that he hopes to 
"restore the joy" to the denomination through an emphasis on personal evangelism. 
Vines is pastor of First Baptist Church of Jacksonville, Fla. (Photo by Jim 
Veneman) 

47. FATHER, SONS--Flanked by sons Philip (left) and Joel, Daniel Vestal talked to 
reporters following his defeat in the Southern Baptist Convention presidential election 
in Las Vegas, Nev., June 13. Vestal admitted he was grieved and disappointed over 
his'loss, but he said he could not yet commit to being a candidate for the presidency 
next year. Vestal is pastor of Dunwoody Baptist Church in suburban Atlanta. 
(Photo by Jim Veneman) 

24. MINISTERS' WIVES--New officers for the Southern Baptist Conference of Ministers' 
Wives are (from left) Rhonda Kelley, New Orleans, vice president; Linda Estep, 
Columbia, S.C., president; Janet Wicker, Lubbock, Texas, recording secretary- 
treasurer; and Darlene Herring, Memphis, Tenn., corresponding secretary. The 
organization held its annual luncheon during the Southern Baptist Convention 
annual meeting June 13 in Las Vegas, Nev. (Photo by Stanley Leary) 

27. HI TECH--David Trammel of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board in Nashville 
showed A1 (center) and Elaine Lawson of Parkwood Baptist Church in Annandale, Va., 
how computers can help their church. The board's computer was among scores of booths 
and displays in the exhibit area at the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting 
June 13-15 in Las Vegas, Nev, (Photo by Stanley Leary) 
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Convention Sermon 

LAS VEGAS, Nevada. June 14 -- A Texas Bap t i s t  pas to r  c a l l e d  on professors  a t  
B a p t i s t  co l l eges ,  schools  and seminaries  Wednesday t o  l i v e  up t o  t h e i r  t i t l e s  by 
profess ing  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  t h e  classroom. 

Morris Chapman, p a s t o r  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of Wichita F a l l s ,  Texas, s a i d  
B a p t i s t  schools  need professors  "who be l i eve  in  t h e  in sp i r ed ,  i n f a l l i b l e  word of God." 

Chapman d e l i v e r e d  the annual sermon a t  t h e  132nd meeting of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convent ion. 

"A professor  is  one who ' professes ,  s a i d  Chapman, "and every B a p t i s t  co l l ege  
professor  ought t o  be a born-again Chr i s t i an  who professes h i s  f a i t h  i n  t h e  c l a s s r ~ o r n . ~ '  

Chapman s a i d  B a p t i s t  schools  need professors  who be l i eve  i n  t h e  v i r g i n  b i r t h  of 
C h r i s t ,  i n  t h e  B ib l e  as t h e  i n s p i r e d ,  i n f a l l i b l e ,  i n e r r a n t  Word of God, i n  t h e  
s a c r i f i c i a l ,  a ton ing  blood of C h r i s t  shed on t h e  c r o s s  f o r  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of t h e  world. 
i n  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of J e s u s  from t h e  grave, and i n  the g lo r ious  second coming of 
Jesus. 

Througout t h e  Las Vegas Convention Center, many of t h e  messengers s tood t o  applaud 
Chapman's comments on B a p t i s t  p rofessors .  

Chapman c i t e d  B a p t i s t  h i s t o r y  as j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  demand 
that professors  i n  B a p t i s t  co l l eges ,  operated by Bap t i s t  s t a t e  conventions, be l i eve  i n  
the fundamentals of t h e  f a i t h .  

I n  1913, t h e  convent ion meeting i n  St. Louis adopted a r e p o r t  from i t s  Educat ion 
Committee urging denominational c o n t r o l  of co l l eges  when they waver from t h e  d o c t r i n e  
o r  s p i r i t  of the New Testament, he  sa id .  It has always been p a r t  of B a p t i s t  h i s t o r y  
and h e r i t a g e  t o  insist t h e  B a p t i s t  schools  be t r u e  t o  t h e  f a i t h ,  he s a id .  

Chapman s a i d  t h e  B ib l e  needs no defense, adding, %but we do need t o  defend how t h e  
B ib l e  is  represented  t o  people." 

"The B ib lemt l  h e  added, "is t h e  in sp i r ed  Word of God, t h e  i n f a l l i b l e  Word of God, 
t h e  i n e r r a n t  Word of God. Since God is  i ts  author .  and God cannot l i e .  t h e  Bib le  
never  misleads o r  deceives.  It is  without e r ror . "  

The Bible ,  he s a i d ,  is "our c h a r t  and our compass, our  lamp and our  l i g h t .  The 
Word of God i s  pure and precious,  t h e  f u l l  and f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  our  f a i t h . "  

Chapman s a i d  t h a t  Southern B a p t i s t s  have been us ing  l a b e l s  such as l i b e r a l  and 
fundamental is ts ,  moderates and conservat ives .  r i g h t  and l e f t  t o  desc r ibe  v a r i o u s  
p o s i t i o n s  of people concerning t h e  Bible .  "But it is not  a matter of a l e f t  turn  o r  a 
r i g h t  turn, it is  a ma t t e r  of a r i g h t  turn  o r  a wrong tu rn , "  

Chapman said Southern Bapis ts  need a moritorium on name bashing and c h a r a c t e r  
a s sa s s ina t ion .  'We need more personal  conferences and fewer p r e s s  conferences.  

I n i s  denomination is not  a demolition derby," he quipped. 
. -- -- 

He called for members of the 14.8 million-member denomination t o  build a 
coopera t ive  s p i r i t .  We must n o t  have f r i end  aga ins t  f r i e n d ,  b r o t h e r  aga ins t  brother ."  
he sa id .  

J u s t  be fo re  Chapman preached, h i s  son Chris ,  a s t a f f  member of Prestomood B a p t i s t  
Church, Dal las ,  sang a s o l o ,  "All Rise." 

--3 &- 

By J i m  Newton -- 1:50 p.m..Wedneaday 7 / 
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Las Vegae Reaction t o  SBC 

LAS VEGAS, June 14--La8 Vegans agree: moat Southern B a p t i s t s  ate nice,  f r i end ly  
and general ly eager t o  t a l k  about Jesue. 

"They're more considerate than o the r  convention groups," s a i d  Jack Smith. 
supervisor  of s e c u r i t y  f o r  the  Las Vegas Convention Center. Wednesday. "They've been 
more cooperative. Maybe it's because of t h e i r  religion." 

Robert McMaster, a secur i ty  guard f o r  the  convention center, eaid  nea r ly  everyone 
hae tried t o  witness t o  him. "But I j u s t  t e l l  them I ' m  Catholic." he said.  All that: 
witnessing doesn't bother him. he sa id .  Wothing offends me." 

"They've all been really nice," said Christy F r m c i o s i ,  a cashier with t h e  
convention cen te r ' s  food sent ice .  "And I love t h e  way they dress. It's l i k e  B fashion 
show. 

One of t h e  s h u t t l e  bus dr ive r s  who gave her  name a s  Sam also noticed t h e  
d i f ference  i n  the  way Southern Bapt is ta  dress. She stopped several times Sunday night 
t o  pick up people walking t o  t h e  convention center  who were dressed i n  s u i t s .  

'There's another Southern B a p t i s t e n  she ra id  a s  she pulled t o  the  curb and offered  
them a r i d e .  "It's s o  good t o  have people on my bus who a t e  not  drunk or c ~ s s i n g . ~ '  

"I jus t  don't  th ink  i t 's  r i g h t  f o r  people t o  run o the r  people down: or t o  mak you 
think they're  b e t t e r  than you are,"  she  said.  

A r o u l e t t e  dea le r  f o r  a l o c a l  casino who didn ' t  want her name used said she had 
not had any d i r e c t  contac t  with the  Southern Bap t i s t  messengers, but she had been 
"finding a l o t  of (witnessing) pamphlets around. " 

She hasn't not iced  any drop i n  t h e  amount of gambling t h i s  week. "because of the  
f i g h t  (between Thomas Hearns and Sugar Ray Leonard)." she said. More people have been 
i n  town t o  a t t end  the  boxing match and they have made up  f o r  any s l ack  i n  gamblers 
Southern B a p t i s t s  might have caused, she said.  

Lee Harritr. the Las Veges convention cen te r ' s  coordinator,  s a i d  t h e  people she has 
dealt with have been extremely warm and friendly. But requirements have been a b i t  
d i f f e ren t .  

"We don't normally s e t  up 17,000 chairs," #he said. "Most of our c o m e n t i  ns  have 
more exhibi t  space and fewer people." Hours, too,  are longer wi th  Southern Bapt is t s .  
Most o the r  convention groups c lose  t h e i r  booths a t  6 p.m. The longer hours fo r  the SBC 
have caused the  cen te r  t o  provide more secur i ty  people and work longer hours. but "it 
hasn't  been a problem," Harris m i d .  

Fran Gregory. hos tess  f o r  a casino buffet. said Southern Bap t i s t  customers have 
been very polite. very nice  and very pat ient .  wen when they're  waiting i n  long l iner .  
''1 wish a l l  the people through here  ware like them," ehe said. 

"I haven't seen one get mad," sa id  Bob Shatmck, s u p e r v i ~ o r  of service# fo r  
local hotel .  'They're much more pa t i en t  than o the r  comrentioneere." 

--more-- 
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Shattuck, who supervises bell boys and v a l e t  parking attendants, said Southern 
Baptists are about average i n  their tipping. 

"Doctors and dent is ts  are the worst." he said. I'No matter how many bags they 
have, 5 0  cents is the most you can expect from them." 

He's also noticed that Southern Baptists seem t o  be methodical or perhaps 
preoccupied i n  their  convention activities. 'When it's time t o  go t o  a meeting, they 
all get  up and go. They stand i n  line forever. without  complaining.^' he said.  

But he s a i d  he was disappointed i n  one thing. A Christian, he's  surprised no one 
has tried t o  witness t o  him. 

--3 0-- 

By Anita Bowden -- 1:20 p.m. Wednesday 
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Wednesday A.M. Business  

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14 -- Messengers t o  the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention 
Wednesday refused t o  recons ider  a 1989-90 budget of $137,287,542 they had approved 24 
hours e a r l i e r .  

Almost 54  pe rcen t  of messengers vo t ing  r e j e c t e d  a motion by Char l i e  Waller of 
Bumpass, Va.. t o  r econs ide r  t he  convention budget a f t e r  extended debate.  The v o t e  was 
6,034 t o  5,198. 

Waller introduced a motion Tuesday t o  divert $350,000 from t h e  Washington-based 
B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Publ ic  Af fa i r s  (BJC) t o  Southeastern B a p t i s t  Theological  
Seminary i n  Wake Fores t ,  N.C. Before messengers could v o t e  whether t o  t ake  t h a t  
a c t i o n ,  they had t o  ag ree  t o  r econs ide r  t h e  budget. 

Before t h e  v o t e  on whether t o  reconsider .  Waller announced he  planned t o  amend h i s  
o r i g i n a l  motion. He  s a i d  he intended t o  s u b s t i t u t e  a motion t h a t  had been introduced 
by another  messenger. 

That motion, made by Kenneth R. Barne t t  of Denver, Colo.. a member of t h e  SBC 
Executive Committee, c a l l e d  f o r  t a k i n g  $200.000 from t h e  convent ion 's  a l l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  
BJC and r e -a l loca t ing  i t  t o  fou r  Southern Bap t i s t  e n t i t i e s  -- $60,000 t o  t h e  Foreign 
Mission Board, $50.000 t o  t h e  Home Mission Board. $50.000 t o  t h e  Public Affairs 
Committee and $40,000 t o  the C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission. 

During d i scuss ion  on whether t o  reconeider  t h e  budget. Adrian Rogers of Memphis. 
Tenn.. former SBC pres iden t ,  spoke in favor  of recons idera t ion .  'We have marched 
around t h i s  issue'  <funding of t h e  BJC) s o  many times," he sa id .  "the body now needs t o  
speak." 

But Frank Ingraham of Frankl in.  Tenn., another  SBC Executive Committee member. 
urged messengere no t  t o  d i s r u p t  t h e  convention's "very i n t r i c a t e  budget process  .It "To 
do so." he s a i d ,  "would be t o  favor  those who a r e  t h e  most winsome a t  t h e  moment and 
not  t hosep rograms the  convention has  s e t  as p r i o r i t i e s . "  

During a three-minute response -- given a f t e r  t h e  budget r econs ide ra t ion  v o t e  was 
t aken  -- James M. Dunn, B J C  execut ive  d i r ec to r .  s a i d  t h e  agency had been 'lmaligned and 
misrepresentedw during t h e  morning sess ion .  

H e  d i sputed  t h e  claim t h a t  t h e  SBC provides 90 percent  of t h e  BJCts budget. 
During t h e  c u r r e n t  budget. he s a i d ,  t h e  convention provides 60  percent  of t h e  agency's 
budget and under the budget approved by messengers Tuesday tha t  figure would drop t o  53 
percent .  

I n  addi t ion .  Dunn s a i d  each BJC member r ece ives  a c e r t i f i e d  a u d i t  v e r i f y i n g  t h e  
agency's income and expenditures. 

Despi te  t h e  fact t h a t  t h e  BJC r ece ives  financial support from t h r e e  B a p t i s t  s t a t e  
conventions and a number of Southern Bap t i s t  churches. Dunn s a i d  the  agency has n o t  
conducted a campaign of solicitation among SBC cons t i t uen t s .  

--more-- 
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Dunn a l s o  c a l l e d  false charges t h a t  t h e  BJC has not stayed within t h e  bounds of 
actions taked by t he  SBC. He s p e c i a l l y  disputed claims t h a t  the agency was i n  
opposi t ion  t o  SBC a c t i o n s  on the Supreme Court appointment of Robert Bork and the 
pagsage of the Civil Rights Rest ora t ion  Act. 

In  other businegs, the convention disposed of all pending motions, 

Two motions -- one on i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  the  Committee on Order of Businees and the 
other on a prohibition against saving seats on the  convention floor -- were ruled out 
of order. 

A l l  other motions were referred t o  the Executive Committee o r  individual  
convention e n t i t i e s .  

A ballot vote was taken on one motion t o  refer. 

Pat Pearce of Hickory, N.C.. introduced an amendment t o  separa te  h i s  motion on t h e  
scheduling of the convention's president's address from t he  o the r  motions t o  be 
r e f e r r e d  t o  the  Executive Committee. His amendment was defeated 5,247 t o  5,206. 

--3 0-- 
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Southwestern Seminary Luncheon 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14 -- Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Texas, received a "straight A" from its president during the school's annual National 
Alumni Association luncheon Wednesday at the Las Vegas Hilton. 

"When you wrap it all up, the grade point average of Southwestern is 4.0," Russell 
Dilday told the 850 alumni and friends.  h he seminary receives a magna cum laude for 
its high level of accountability to you, those of you who own this school." 

Dilday said recent denominational tests along with criticisms and misunderstandings 
about "theological wildings has taught us to work together and be more trusting." He 
asked those attending the luncheon to join together to "help us build a coalition" of 
support for the school. 

Citing Southwestern's faculty, curriculum, involvement in missions and evangelism 
and the spiritual level of students, Dilday said "when you put us to the test, I think 
the grade is very high." 

But Dilday's message included what he called the bad news of budget cuts, enrollment 
declines and decreased Cooperative Program support. 

The alumni association recognized six men for outstanding service In the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Those honored were Ben Elrod, president of Ouachita Baptist University, 
Arkedelphia, Ark.; Nilson Fanini, pastor of First Baptist Church of Niteroi, Brazil; 
Finlay Graham, retired Southern Baptist: missionary to the Middle East; William Hendricks, 
professor of Christian theology at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
Ky.; John Seelig, vice president for public affairs at Southwestern; and William Souther, 
retired professor and music evangelist. 

Minette Drumwright, director of the International Prayer Strategy Office of the 
Foreign Mission Board and National Alumni Association president for 1988-89, presided 
over the election of officers for the coming year. 

Lloyd Elder, president of the Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, was elected 
alumni president. Cecil Sims, executive director/treasurer of the Northwest Baptist 
Convention, Portland, Ore., was elected vice presidentlpresident-elect, and Seelig, 
secretary/treasurer. 

By Scott Collins -- 3:58 p.m., Wednesday 
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Golden Gate Seminary Luncheon 

LAS VEEAS, Nev., June 14 -- The luncheon for Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary 
alumni and friends attracted more than 215 Wednesday at West Oakey Baptist Church. 

The program included the premier of Golden Gate's new promotional videotape and a 
report from President William 0. Crews. 

I' We can't continue to do 'business as usual'," Crews said regarding the seminary's 
assignment to train ministers and the current financial pressures. He said the long range 
planning committee will probably bring recommendations relating to the seminary's future 
plans in about 18 months. 

Honored as alumnus of the year for 1989 was Homer McLaughlin, pastor of Montecito 
Baptist Church in Santa Rosa, Calif. He received the bachelor of divinity degree from 
Golden Gate in 1962 and the niaster of divinity In 1972. 

The alumni association presented its seventh meritorious service award to 
Clyde B. Skidrnore of Tehachapi, Calif. 

Skidmore, who earned the bachelor of divinity and master of divinity degrees from 
Golden Gate, is a retired minister who is currently leading revivals, Bible studies and 
doing pulpit supplies. He served as pastor of churches in Texas and California for over 
35 years. 

New officers elected included P. Alona Bright of Hercules, Calif., vice president of 
promotion; and Clyde B. Skidmore of Tehachapi, Calif., vice president of finance. 

Executive committee members elected were Cristobal Dona of San Jose, Calif.; 
C. Gail Hardy of Winters, Calif.; Joe L. Morris of Johnson City, Texas; J. Alfred Smith 
Sr., of Oakland, Calff.; and Richard S. Spangenberg of Fair Oaks, Calif. 

Alumni president elect Michael D. Dean of Beaumont, Texas, moved up to president 
after the meeting. 

The next seminary alumni association luncheon and business meeting will occur 
on June 13, 1989 in New Orleans, La. 

By Eddy Oliver -- 4:45 p.m. Wednesday 
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Executive Committee Off ice r s  

LAS VEGAS. Nev.. June 14 -- The Executive Committee of t h e  Southern Bapt is t  
Convention e lec ted  Sam Pace of Lawton, Okla.. aEt chairman and Paul P ress le r  of Houston 
a s  v i c e  chairman Wednesday during t h e i r  organiza t ional  meeting. 

Pace, director of miaoions for Commanchc-Cotton Baptist Aarrociation in Lawton. 
succeeds Charles Sull ivan of Lenoir City, Tenn.. a s  chairman of t h e  i n f l u e n t i a l  
76-member committee. 

Pressler .  an appe l l a t e  cour t  judge who has bean a c t i v e  i n  denominational affairs 
f o r  the l a s t  t e n  years. azucceeds Darre l l  Robinson, r ecen t ly  elected v ice  president f o r  
evangelism st t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission Board, Atlanta. 

Both Pace and Press le r  defeated James E. Jones, pastor  of Campbellsville Bapt is t  
Church. Campbellsville,  Ky. Jones wns nominated a s  chairman. and l a t e r  f o r  v i c e  
chairman. 

Pace was elected by a 53-15 vo te  margin over Jones, and Press le r  by a 43-26 
margin. 

Elected recording sec re ta ry  by acclametion was Fred Wolfe, pas tor  of Cottage H i l l  
Bap t i s t  Church. Mobile, Ala. 

Pace was nominated by Wolfe and Press le r  by Mrs. Gayden Jones of Baton Rouge. La. 

As chairman. Pace w i l l  preside wer meetings of the  Executive Committee and 
appoint all standing committees and t h e i r  o f f i c e r s ,  i n  conference with P ress le r  as v i c e  
chairman. 

A t  t h e  c lose  of t h e  meeting, J i m  Wideman, pastor  of Scrwen Memorial Bapt is t  
Church i n  Portsmouth. N.H.. explained the i n t e n t  of a motion he had made during t he  
pre-convention sess ion  of t h e  Executive Committee two days e a r l i e r .  

Wideman's motion reported t o  Bapt is t  Press t h a t  t e l e v i s i o n  personality Bill Moyers 
had withdrawn h i s  request t o  appear before t h e  Executive Committee t o  digcuss h i s  
d i f f e rences  wi th  Judge Pteeslex concerning a t e l e v i s i o n  special Moyers produced 
e n t i t l e d ,  "The Battle f o r  t h e  Bible." 

Wideman explained tha t  he was not  in te res ted  i n  cenooring t h e  preGS or c r i t i c i z i n g  
anyone. o r  trying t o  cont ro l  the  press. wI wanted t o  br ing  a redemptive end t o  a 
no-win s i t u a t i o n ,  Wideman sa id .  

Prepared by Jim Newton. 7:00 p.m.. Wednesday. 
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Midwestern Seminary Alumni Luncheon 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14--More than 200 alumni and friends of Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary heard a deeply personal testimony from President Milton Ferguson 
at a luncheon Wednesday at the Las Vegas Hilton. 

Ferguson talked about the 1980 death of his 16-year-old daughter, Jo Catherine, 
who was killed in an automobile accident. 

The day after she died, Ferguson said he went to his daughter's bedroom and 
began to thumb through her copy of The Living Bible. He discovered that two months 
earlier, after attending a summer church camp, Jo Catherine had begun reading through 
the New Testament, underlining certain passages and making notations in the margins 
as she went along. 

He said the verses she marked became a revelation to him, helping him to get 
to know her "from the inside" and bringing him comfort and encouragement. 

"I share this with you, risking the anxiety of such a personal reference," 
It Ferguson said, because I do have a sense of great joy and encouragement. 

"These are difficult days in the lives of Southern Baptists. ... We have walked 
together in difficult times at Midwestern Seminary," he acknowledged. "But there is 
a word abroad in the land which is not due simply to public relations and certainly 
not due to any kind of capitulation. The word simply is that God is at work at 
Midwestern Seminary 1 

In addition to presenting his testimony, Ferguson announced two upcoming staff 
changes. In July, Ray Kesner, who currently serves the seminary as director of alumni 
affairs and denominational services, will assume the newly-created position of director 
of career assessment counseling and supervision. He has been an administrator at 
Midwestern since 1982 and is an alumnus of the institution. 

Marty Blankenship, who currently serves as director of public relations and 
administrative services and associate director of development, will take on the 
directorship of alumni affairs in July. Her administrative services duties will be 
reassigned and her new title will be director of alumni and public relations. She 
has served on the seminary staff since 1979. 

Also during the luncheon, Kesner presented awards to honorary alumni and alumni 
of the year. 

Honorary alumni include V. Lave11 Seats, Midwesterns'e first faculty member, 
dean of students and registrar who currently serves the institution as senior professor 
of missions; Alta Morrow, retired, of Springfield, Mo., who served the seminary 16 years 
in a variety of capacities, including director of program coordination and alumni 
affairs; and the late William H. Morton (posthumously) who served Midwestern as 
professor and, later, senior professor of biblical archaeology for 27 years. 

Alumni of the year include Roger W. Hall, treasurer of the Baptist General 
Conventlon of Texaa, who was vice president for business affairs at Midwestern in 1981 
and received the master of divinity degree there in 1974; and Doug and Evelyn Knapp, 
recently retired missionaries t o  Tanzania, who were students at  Midwestern in 1963. 



t]drl\rfi P brief business session, David Johnson was named alumni association 
p r e l l ~ e n ~ m . l a ~ t .  He is assistant professor of religious education a t  Southorn 
fiaptllk ~ ~ l l c g e ,  Walnut Ridge, Ark.. and pastor of Horseshoe Bend Baptist Church 

CIlell\roa   end, Ark. He received the master of divinity degree i n  1980 and the 
Ctcrr of ministry degree in 1986, both from Midwestern. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l l  Rickard, pastor of Covenant Baptist Church, Kansas City, Mo., and western ,, rrpraecntative for the Missouri Baptist Foundation, began his duties as 1989-90 
i praaident- 

--3o-- 
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Hiepanic Bap t i s t  Min i s t e r s  Conference 

LAS VEGAS, Nev.. June 12--Keith Parks, pres ident  of t h e  Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, affirmed t he  growing p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of language churches i n  t h e  l i f e  of 
t h e  denomination and fo re ign  mission s e r v i c e  Monday during a meeting of t h e  Hispanic 
B a p t i s t  Minis te rs  Conference. 

Parks made t h e  comments dur ing  an e thn ic  commissioning s e r v i c e  of two couples 
du r ing  t h e  meeting a t  Westoakey B a p t i s t  Church. 

The agency comissioned n a t i v e  Cubans Alcides and Maxiam Nunez of K i s s i m m e e ,  Fla . ,  
t o  s e rve  i n  Chi le  and Jacob and Toong-Ja Shin t o  se rve  i n  Japan. 

During t h e  ceremony, Parks encouraged e t h n i c  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  increase t h e i r  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s h o r t  term vo lun tee r  fore ign  mission p ro j ec t s ,  become involved i n  a 
prayer  network f o r  s p e c i f i c  miss ionar ies  and coun t r i e s  of t h e  world, and inc rease  
communication between language congregations. 

Parks pra ised  the group f o r  becoming more involved i n  denominational life and 
c r e d i t e d  the  inroads  they have made i n t o  t h e  denomination t o  t h a t  involvement. 

The pres ident  of t h e  Richmond, Va.-based mission agency s a i d  he foresaw no 
problems wi th  an inc rease  of e t h n i c  fo re ign  appointments, and n a t i o n a l s  i n  o t h e r  
n a t i o n s  would welcome t h e  e t h n i c s  onto t h e  f i e l d .  

During t h e  meeting t h e  agency honored three i nd iv idua l s  who have made "outstanding 
con t r ibu t ions"  t o  fo re ign  missions among b lacks  and language e t h n i c  congregations. 

Receiving t h e  awards were Oscar Romo, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  language church ex tens ion  
d i v i s i o n  of the Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission Board; and Foreign Mission Board 
employees Vic tor  Davis, d i r e c t o r  of black church r e l a t i o n s ,  and Ger i e l  D e  O l ive i r a ,  
d i r e c t o r  of e t h n i c  r e l a t i o n s .  

--3 0-- 
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J e r r y  Falwell  a t  SBC 

LAS VEEAS, Nev., June, 14 -- Independent Bap t i s t  pas to r  J e r r y  Falwell  aff i rmed t h e  
course  of the Southern Bap t i s t  Convention but s a i d  he has no i n t e n t i o n  of jo in ing  t h e  
14.8-million-member denomination. 

Falwell walked among Southern B a p t i s t s  for five days during their annual meeting 
i n  Las Vegas. He did n o t  appear on the convention program, but  addressed t h e  
Conference of Southern B a p t i s t  Evangel i s t s ,  which met i n  conjunct ion wi th  t h e  SBC. 

Falwell  a l s o  used an appearance before t h e  Religion Newswriters Associat ion t o  
announce t h a t  he w i l l  di.ssolve t he  Moral Majority,  a p o l i t i c a l  lobby he founded 10 
years ago with  t h e  h e l p  of former SBC pres ident  Charles  Stanley. The r e l i g i o n  w r i t e r s  
held t h e i r  annual meeting i n  Las Vegas immediately p r i o r  t o  t h e  SBC. 

"1 am he re  because I believe the cloud of God is today over those  Bible-bel ieving 
Southern B a p t i s t  churches t h a t  without  a doubt are t h e  sh in ing  l i g h t s  of our nat ion,"  
Falwell  t o l d  t h e  evange l i s t  B, 

"In t h e  l a s t  1 0  years, I have watched something happen i n  your organiza t ion  I 
thought could not  happen. I thought t he  only cu re  f o r  apoetasy was judgment. 

"The l a s t  10 years ,  h i s t o r y  w i l l  r epo r t ,  have been miraculous years i n  
which Bible-bel ieving Chr i s t i ans  have made an impactaW1 he continued. 

Falwell  s a i d  Southern B a p t i s t  churches represent  "same of t h e  g r e a t e s t  churches 
since Pentecost." 

E a r l i e r ,  while address ing  t h e  r e l i g i o n  newswriters, Falwell  d i s p e l l e d  rumors t h a t  
he might j o in  the SBC, "I have no intention of joining the Southern Baptist 
Convention, I' he said. 

"We have our  awn school t o  support ,  our own mission board t o  support." Falwell  
s a i d  of h i s  church. Thomas Road B a p t i s t  Church i n  Lynchburg, Va,  "1 would j u s t  be one 
more pas to r  among thousands of pas tors .  

"The Southern B a p t i s t  Convention would be of no va lue  t o  our minis t ry ,"  he added. 
nThere's noth ing  i n  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention o r  i n  our min i s t ry  t h a t  w e  cannot 
mutually enjoy. l1 

Fa lwel l  l a t e r  t o l d  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t s  h e  wantsl t o  work a longs ide  Southern B a p t i s t s  
toward world evangel iza t ion .  "I am no t  a loner, '# he said. "1 don't be l i eve  any of us  
can do it alone.  " 

F a l w e l l l s  i n f luence  among Southern B a p t i s t s  was evident  i n  t h e  large numbers of 
people who gree ted  him everywhere he went. I n  in t roducing  him t o  the evangelists 
conference, Southern B a p t i s t  evange l i s t  Jay S t r ack  c a l l e d  Falwell " the  man God used t o  
enlarge my vision of growing an e v a n g e l i s t i c  churchn and "a grea t  defender of the 
f a i t h .  " 

Falwell  t o l d  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t s  t h a t  church s t a r t i n g  is God's plan f o r  evangelizing 
t h e  world. H e  s a i d  there are 110.000 evangelical churches i n  North America and asked, 
"Have you wer stopped to think what could happen i f  every church started j u s t  one . . 

other? " 
--more-- 



Je r ry  Falwell  a t  SBC -- Page 2 

He recounted how he s t a r t e d  h i s  church from scra tch  by knocking on every door i n  
h i s  community. Thomas Road Bap t i s t  Church has s t a r t e d  47 o the r  congregations, he 6ai.d. 

Falwell a l s o  urged laypeople not  t o  s t ay  i n  churches t h a t  are "dead r e l i g i o u s  
morgues .It 

"You don't  need t o  s t ay  i n  a church where people a r e  not being saved, where t h e  
word of God is  not  preached as t he  inerrant revela t ion  of a loving God. You d o n t t  n ed 

t o  be i n  a church where a l t a r  c a l l s  a r e  not  given," he said.  

I n  announcing the  d i s so lu t ion  of Moral Uajori ty,  Falwell sa id ,  "I bel ieve  we've 
accomplish$d everything we s e t  out  t o  do." 

1 

Because of t h e  influence of Moral Majority. Southern Bap t i s t  pagtors l i k e  Stanley 

have gained c r e d i b i l i t y  as spokesmen on moral and p o l i t i c a l  concerns, he s a i d .  

Moral Majority wmarshalled thousands of voters" t o  address concerns t h a t  have 
become known as t h e  agenda of the  Religious Right, Falwell explained. Conservative 
evangel ica ls  a r e  no longer "on the  outs ide  screaming t o  get  in1' as they were 10 years  
ago, he added. 

Despite  ending t h e  formal organizat ion,  the work of Mor.81 Majority w i l l  "go on 
forever,' '  he m i d .  "The pas tors  who a r e  motivated w i l l  go on. I w i l l  continue t o  
speak on moral i ssues .  

"Now the  mindset of t h e  country is t h a t  act ivism is everybody's job. The mindset 
of this country has changed." 

I n  reviewing t h e  h i s to ry  of t h e  organization, Falwell claimed c r e d i t  f o r  sending 
Ronald Reagan and George Bush t o  t h e  White House by coalescing conservative 
evangel ica ls  i n t o  a "strong p o l i t i c a l  force,  " 

Falwell  s a i d  t h e r e  had been nthousandsn of Southern B a p t i s t s  involved with Moral 
Majority and the  causes i t  defended. 

However, he denied any d i r e c t  link between t h e  rise of t h e  Moral Majority and t h e  
r i s e  of the  conservative group t h a t  has changed the d i rec t ion  of the Southern Bap t i s t  
Cotwention, 

Both movements began i n  1979, With Falwell 's  announcement of "mission 
a c c o m p l i ~ h e d , ~ ~  l eaders  of both movements have npu sa id  t h e i r  task is  done. (In a 
recent  intentiew wi th  Bap t i s t  Press,  SBC president  Jerry Vines said he  bel ieves  t he  
theologica l  c o n f l i c t  i n  the  denomination is a l s o  resolved. 1 

Falwell acknowledged he has heard rumors t h a t  "Adrian Rogers, W.A. Criswell,  
Charles Stanley, Jimmy Draper, J e r r y  Vines and J e r r y  Falwell all sat  down and s a i d ,  
'Letls take over the Southern Bap t i s t  Corntention,' 

c there'^ never been such a meeting," he ins i s t ed .  'There's never been such phon 
cal l s .  There's never been such c o r r e ~ p o n d e n c e . ~  

--3 0-- 
By Mark Wingfield, 7 : 4 5  p.m. Wednesday 
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SBC Brotherhood Breakfast 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14--Comedian Jerry  lower's "double duty" performance 
was the highlight of the 1989 Brotherhood Breakfast at the Las Vegas Hilton. 

The award-winning entertainer was on hand to present a national award named 
in his honor, and as featured speaker for the annual event. His remarks to the 165 
Brotherhood leaders were laced with his usual brand of country humor. 

"I love this young man for being the best he can be," Clower said as he 
presented the National Jerry Clower Award to National High School Baptist Young 
Men's Missions Speak Out winner Kendall Shuler of Marshfield, Mo. 

" ~ e ' s  like the national champion coon dog that's done sucked up all. the 
competition at the state level and been named 'Top Dog.' 

"Kendall Shuler has done fought 'em off in all the 50 states and he's the best 
in the nation at makin' a stand-up speech that means something,'' Clower added. 

Clower also challenged Brotherhood leaders to be loyal leaders. 

"You got to be loyal to God, to yourself, and to other people," Clower 
said. "That's the only thing that matters. 

"I love Royal Ambassadors and Brotherhood because that's where I learned 
those words, 'ltfs loyalty, loyalty, yes, loyalty to Christ. 'I' Clower said. "Ya'll 
need to keep doing that kind of job." 

Brotherhood Commission President James Smith was quick to offer words of praise 
for Clower' s love and support of Brotherhood work. 

"We have a friend in Jerry  lower," Smith told the gathering. " ~ e  has been a 
great source of support for the National High School Baptist Young Men's Missions 
Speak Out. 

By Mike Day--8:lS p.m. Wednesday 
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New Orleans Luncheon 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14-- New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is committed 
to maintaining its identity as a Southern Baptist institution, President Landrum P. 
Leavell 11 assured school alumni Wednesday at a luncheon here. 

Besides honoring distinguished alumni and electing officers, 450 participants 
heardLeavel1praise the convention's Cooperative Progran unified budget plan. The 
Cooperative Program finances worldwide missions and ministry efforts, including six 
theological seminaries. 

It We are today over 60 percent dependent on the Cooperative Program (at New 
Orleans Seminary), and we will be in the forseeable future," Leavell told luncheon 
participants. "And I'll let you in on my heart just a little bit. I don't want us 
to get endowment sufficient to make us independent from the convention. 

"We axe a Southern Baptist institution. And if we ever get out of line, I want 
the Southern Baptist Convention to grab us by the coattail and pull us back." 

The seminary leader pointed out that when an institution gains f inanc ia l  
independence from a sponsoring body, it often begins to pull away from that group. 

"I want no part of that," Leavell asserted. "I want the Cooperative Program 
to remain viable, not only for what it menas to New Orleans Seminary, but for what it 
means to the cause of Christ and all our mission enterprises." 

Leavell also reported t o  alumni on seminary endowment and finances and plans 
for a center of evangelism and church growth. He noted that the school remains committed 
to operating "in the black" financially. 

Alumni saw a video promoting the seminary's "Bold March Forward" capital campaign. 

The seminary faculty presented distinguished alumni awards to Hyran E. Barefoot 
and Carl J. Duck. Barefoot, president of Union University, Jackson, Tenn., earned a 
bachelor of divinity and doctorate from the seminary in the 1950s. Duck, executive 
director of the Nashville (Tenn.) Baptist Association, received a bachelor of divinity 
degree from the seminary in 1952. 

Alumni chose Richard Alan Day, pastor of First: Baptist Church, Edmond, Okla., 
as president-elect; Pamela Miracle Phillips, church growth specialist with the Western 
Connecticut Baptist Association, New Britain, Conn., as secretary; and Ronnie Lofton, 
minister of education and administration at First Baptist Church, Minden, La., as treasurer. 

Alumni president for 1989-90 is Jim Henry, pastor at First: Baptist Church, Orlando, 
Fla . 

By Lacy Thompson - 8:05 p,m. Wednesday 
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E'OR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Hispanic Bapt is t  Minis ters  E lec t ion  

LAS VEGAS. Nev., June 12--Members of the Hispanic Bapt is t  Ministers  Conference 
elected o f f i c e r s  during t h e i r  meeting Monday p r io r  t o  the  opening of the  Southern 
Bap t i s t  Convention. 

Daniel Sotelo. pas tor  of Templo Bau t i s t a  i n  Fresno. Calif,. was re-elected t o  a 
t h i r d  term as president .  Also e lec ted  were Manuel Galindo of Harlington. Texas. f i r s t  
v i c e  president;  Luis  Razco, pas tor  of West Hialeah Bapt is t  Church. Hialeah. Fla.. 
second v ice  president; Heriberto Becerra. pastor  of F i r s t  Hispanic Bapt is t  Church. New 
York City. t r e a s u r e r ;  Yamil Fernandez, pastor  of Centro Cr i s t i ano  Buenas Nuevas, Santa 
A m ,  Calif . ,  s ec re ta ry ;  Josue Gri jalva,  na t ional  e thn ic  home missionary of San Antonio. 
Texas, h i s to r i an ;  Bob Sena. pas to r  of F i r s t  Hispanic Bapt is t  Church of Atlanta,  was 
l i a i s o n  t o  Southern Bapt is t  agencies. 

Sonny Rioe, an evange l i s t i c  s inger  from Dallas. Texas, was e lec ted  music d i r e c t o r  
f o r  the  next annual meeting, which will be held i n  New Orleans p r i o r  t o  the  annual 
sess ion  of t h e  Southern Baptist Convention. 

--3 0-- 
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3 4 .  FLAG PARADE--A parade of flags kicked off the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board report during the convention's annual meeting June 13 in Las Vegas, Nev. The 
flags represented the 116 foreign countries where 3,855 missionaries minister in the 
name of Christ. FMB President R. Keith Parks challenged Southern Baptists to 
proclaim the Christian gospel to the world. Southern Baptists have not yet decided 
whether reaching the world for Christ is worth the cost, he said, noting, "We have 
lost the passion for reaching a lost world." (Photo by Stanley Leary) 

48. CUBAN GREETINGS--Antonio Perez Rabelo, (left) president of the Baptist Convention 
of Western Cuba, spoke to messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting 
June 13, thanking them for the support they have given Cuban Baptists for more than 
100 years. Western Cuba is home to 103 Baptist churches, with more than 6,300 members 
working among more than 20,000 people sympathetic to the gospel. He was joined by Don 
Kammerdiener, the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board's regional vice president 
for Latin America. (Photo by Stanley Leary) 

4 6 .  THANKS ALOT--Southern Baptist Woman's Missionary Union Executive Director 
Carolyn Weatherford received a plaque of appreciation from the Southern Baptist 
Convention during its annual meeting in Las Vegas, Nev. The plaque, which carried 
the words of a resolution passed in her honor, expressed "gratitude to God for the 
life and ministry of Carolyn Weatherford ... (and) for her long and faithful service 
to Southern Baptists." She will marry Ohio pastor Joe Crumpler in August and take 
early retirement in September. Harold C. Bennett, president and treasurer of the 
SBC Executive Committee, presented the plaque. (Photo by Tim Fields) 

35. CHILD CARE--Southern Baptist Convention childcare worker Sharon Meeks, (left) 
a member of Parkdale Baptist Church in Las Vegas, Nev., shows a dove to the children 
of Gailin Smith, a convention messenger from Alexandria Baptist Church in Paragould, 
Ark., during the SBC annual meeting in Las Vegas June 14. Members of Las Vegas 
churches provided the childcare service for children of messengers to the meeting, 
which attracted more than 20,300 people to the Silver City. (Photo by Tim Fields) 

20. NEW FRIENDS--Participation in the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting 
in Las Vegas, Nev., gave people from across the nation the opportunity to make 
friends and share experiences. Dorothea Melusky (from left) and Dorothy Daugherty 
from First Baptist Church in Pinnellas Park, Fla., greeted Park Sung Do of Los Angeles 
Korean Baptist Church and Byung Chou of South Florida Korean Baptist Church, also in 
Los Angeles. (Photo by Stanley Leary) 

26. ON AIR--The Baptist Telecommunication Network provided gavel-to-gavel coverage 
of the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting June 13-15 in Las Vegas, Nev. The 
production involved equipment, staffing and technical assistance from the SBC Sunday 
School Board, technical assistance from the SBC Radio and Television Commission, 
a satellite uplink from the convention's Woman's Missionary Union and a news crew 
provided by the SBC Foreign Mission Board. (Photo by Van Payne) 

30. EVANGELISTS' OFFICERS-- Officers of the Conference of Southern Baptist 
Evangelists are (from left) Larry McFadden, assistant music director, Orlando, Fla.; 
Alan B .  Celoria, music director, jackson, Miss.; Tom Cox, parliamentarian, Mountainburg, 
Ark.; John Box, vice president, Orlando, Fla.; Jay Strack, president, Dallas, Texas; 
and Richard Lee, pastor adviser, Atlanta. The organization sponsored an evangelistic 
rally during the Wednesday afternoon break in the Southern Baptist Convention annual. 
meeting June 13-15 in Las Vegas, Nev. (Photo by Paul Obregon) 

33. BOYLES' VIEW--Bobby Boyles, pastor of First Baptist Church of Moore, Okla., 
provided a theme interpretation of the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting in 
Las Vegas, Nev., June 13. He lay the blame for the denomination's lackluster growth 
on a mentality that has become too sophisticated to be concerned about converting 
people to Christianity. (Photo by Stanley Leary) 
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LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14--Who, they asked among themselves. would be t h e  l o n e l i e s t  
man i n  New York City on Thanksgiving? 

Graham Ferguson.Lacey of London to ld  the Wednesday afternoon session of t h e  
Conference of Southern Bapt is t  Evangelists  that t h e  'question ul t imate ly  resu l t ed  i n  a 
face-to-face encounter with Libyan leader  Col. Noammar Gadhafi. 

The evangel is ts1  meeting ended with a New Testament-distributing march onto Las 
Vegas' famous casino-laden l1strip1* l e d  by cross-bearing evangelist  Arthur Blessitt. 
Evangelists  and several hundred messengers on hand f o r  the  second of th ree  days of 
Southern Bapt is t  Convention sessions followed B l e s s i t t  , h i s  wife. Sherry, and t h e i r  s i x  
children.  

Lacey, a businessman who maintains h i s  church membership a t  F i r s t  Bapt is t  of Fort  
Lauderdale, Fla.. said he and severa l  Bapt is t   friend^ i n  New York City decided t h e  
l o n e l i e s t  man i n  t he  metropolis on Thanksgiving Day 1986 would be t h e  Libyan ambaseador 
t o  the  United Nations. 

So. they invi ted h i m  aver f a r  dinner. Surprisingly, he came. Lacey raid. "'If 
people knew who I am, they would s p i t  i n  my face. Your country has j u s t  bombed mine. 
Your people don't l i k e  Col. Moammar Gadhafi. my leader.'" Lacey .uoted t h e  ambassador 
as saying. 

The Libyan accepted a second i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  f e l l o w ~ h i p ,  Lacey sa id ,  and severa l  
weeks of in te rac t ion  with the  ambassador resul ted  i n  an i n v i t a t i o n  from Gadhafi f o r  a 
v i s i t  t o  Libya i n  August 1987. 

After six days of meetings with officials i n  t h e  Islamic country, Lacey sa id ,  he 
was taken t o  meet Gadhafi in his Bedouin-style (nomadic) t e n t .  

was a combative d i s c u s s i ~ n , ~  Lacey sa id .  "At f i r s t .  he accused m e  of 
bel ieving a Zionist  l ie .  But I i n s i s t e d ,  'Sir ,  I know Jesus Christ  personally. I 've  
experienced him i n  my l i f e .  And u n t i l  you've known him personally, you cannot deny h i s  
very existence.  '11 

After  a discussion t h a t  s t re tched beyond an hour, Lacey said.  he asked t o  pray 
with t h e  Libyan leader .  llThere was a l o t  of discussion i n  Arabic with h i s  advisers .  
H e  looked a t  me s t r a i g h t  i n  the  face and he sa id ,  'Sir. you may pray.' 

"I prayed i n  the  name of our Lord and Savior, " Lacey sa id ,  "for (Gadhaf i ' s )  
sa lva t ion ,  f o r  his wife ' s  and h i s  family's and for  revival ,  f o r  an unprecedented 
outpouring of t h e  Holy S p i r i t ' s  power i n  Libya.1' 

Lacey sa id  Gadhefi embraced him and again spoke with h i s  advisers  i n  Arabic. 
Lacey sa id  one of them t o l d  h i m ,  "'The dist inguished leader would l i k e  you t o  pray 
again. ' 

Lacey said he hes i t a ted ,  then Gadhafi sa id ,  "'Nobody has ever told m e  before about 
Jesue. Nobody but a Muslim hae ever prayed with me. I would like you t o  get down on 
your knees and pray again. This t i m e ,  Libyan t e lev i s ion  w i l l  t e l e v i s e  it.'" 

Libyan t e l e v i s i o n  continues t o  a i r  the  prayer a t  e i t h e r  the beginning or end of 
each day, Lacey sa id .  The Englishman a l s o  eaid he remains i n  contact  with Gadhafi. 

Asked i n  an interview f o r  h i s  personal impressions of Gadhafi, Lacey sa id  t h e  
Libyan leader  is "very well informed. He's an Arab. a Bedouin. We misunderstand t h e  
c u l t u r a l  d i f ferences  (between Libyane and Americans). He is f a n a t i c a l ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  
shrewd and impressive physically." 

"Too many of us," Lacey t o l d  the evangel is ts '  meeting, "decide who's beyond 
redemption, so we don't pray f o r  a (Soviet leader  ~ i k h a i l )  Gorbachw o r  a Gadhafi.. .or 
a (Pales t in ian  leader) Yassir  Arafat . 

'We seem somehow t o  forget: that the Aportle Paul wan once a terrorist, no l e e s  no 
than Moammar Gadhaf i o r  any of his allies. But God reached ( ~ a u l )  on the  road t o  
Damascus. 

--more-- 
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B l e s s i t t ,  of Hollywood, Cal i f . ,  s a id  he was glad t o  re turn  t o   hi^ Southern Bapt is t  
roots . 

"1 was saved i n  a Southern ~ a ~ t i s t  church1' i n  Louisiana. ''went t o  a Southern 
Bapt is t  col lege  (Mississippi  College i n  Clinton, Miss. ) and semlnary (Golden Gate 
Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary i n  M i l l  Valley, Cal i f . ) ,  worked with t h e  Home Mission 
Board" i n  1964 and 1965 while s t a r t i n g  severa l  churches i n  Elko. Nev. 

'If believed what I heard back t h e r e  a s  a child." Blesoitt said. "'Go into a l l  the  
world and preach the  gospel t o  every creature.  '" 

B l e s s i t t  has c a r r i e d  h i s  wooden c ross  across  some 26,000 miles i n  110 coun t r i e s  
s ince  Christmas Day 1969. He s a i d  he has trekked through 21 wars end has been j a i l e d  
20 t i m e s .  

Commenting t h a t  " the leader  of t h e  Southern Bapt is t  Convention is  not (current  
pres ident  ) J e r r y  Vines. . .not (Vines ' opponent ) Daniel Vestal,  " B l e s s i t  t s a i d  'Ithe 
l eader  of t h e  Southern Baptist Convention...is Jesus. He is our Lord." 

Blessitt s a i d  he had worked on a sermon f o r  the  evangel is t s  f o r  s ix  months, but.  
i n  coming t o  the p u l p i t  10 minutes before t h e  scheduled time of adjournment he sa id ,  "1 
want t o  get out on the  s t r e e t s .  Maybe a t  a b e t t e r  time I ' l l  preach t h l s  message t h a t ' s  
burning i n  my hea r t ,  " 

Other speakers a t  the evangeli .s ts l  meeting included black pagtor E.V. H i l l  of t h e  
Mount Zion Missionary Bapt is t  Church i n  Los Angeles. Cal i f .  . and a v i c e  president  of 
t h e  National Bap t i s t  Convention; Robert McGee, of Houston, Texas, founder and president  
of Rapha Chr i s t i an  treatment cen te r s  f o r  drug and alcohol abuse and o ther  d isorders ;  
and Rick Stanley, one of E lv i s  Pres ley ' s  th ree  stepbrothers  and now an evangel is t  from 
For t  Walton Beach, Fla.  

H i l l  told the evange l i s t s  h i s  church has a committee special izi .ng on outreach "for 
every way you can be l o s t ,  f o r  the  purpose of t e l l i n g  everybody, 'Come end be saved. '" 

"I 've got a gang committee...an a lcohol ics  committee...a homosexual commitee...an 
up-and-out committee...a homeless committee," H i l l  sa id .  

McGee t o l d  t h e  evange l i s t s  of being "addictedn f o r  36 years t o  t h e  need f o r  
approval. 

'We're looking for acceptance i n  a l l  t h e  wrong places," McGee said.  We ' re  
primari ly made f o r  God. H e  has placed i n  us a par t  only he can f i l l . "  

Stanley c r e d i t e d  t h e  seven-year persistence of a high school f r i end  --now h i s  
wife, Robin -- f o r  bringing him t o  f a i t h  a f t e r  severa l  years of heroin addic t ion  and 
l i f e  i n  t h e  f a s t  l a n e  as  an a ide  t o  h i s  famous stepbrother. 

Stanley recounted t h a t  he was turned off t o  Chr i s t i an i ty  because "I was brought u p  
i n  a church t h a t  d i d  not accept people. I n w e r  heard anything about t h e  love of God." 

And, i n  the  entertainment industry,  I'I'd seen t o o  many W a r t e t s  walk on s t age  and 
say how much they loved Jesus  and walk off  and get  two hookers." 

He recounted once t e l l i n g  Presley of Robin's ongoing concern, and the  singer 
r ep l i ed ,  "'That k id  who t o l d  you about Jesus was exact ly  r ight . ' "  Eight hours l a t e r .  
Stanley sa id ,  Presley was dead. 

Stanley l a t e r  at tended a church service  with Robin. "I don't  remember s o  much 
what the  man s a i d .  I know what he d idn ' t  say. H e  d idn ' t  talk t o  me about the way I 
looked. He d idn ' t  talk t o  m e  about what (music) I l i s t e n e d  to .  He ta lked a l o t  about 
Jesusw and got ahold of old doper's heart.n 

--3 0-- 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Currin Response and Wednesday Evening Reports 

LAS VEGAS. Nev. June 14--Saying t h e  record needs t o  be set c lea r ,  Samuel T. Currin 
of Raleigh. N.C.. Wednesday defended statements he made earlier i n  t h e  day about the  
Bapt is t  J o i n t  Committee on Public Affa i rs .  

Af ter  Currin, chairman of t h e  Southern Baptiet  Convention Public Af fa i r s  
Committee, made h i s  repor t ,  James M. Dunn, executive d i red to r  of BJCPA. t o l d  messengers 
the Washington-based agency had been ''maligned and mierepresented" i n  Currin 's  repor t .  

During the evening repor t ,  Currin stood firni on h i s  statement t h a t  BJCPA receives 
at l e a s t  90 percent of i t s  opera t ing  budget from Southern Bapt is t s .  H e  s a id  t h a t  
according t o  lest year'a Southern Bapt is t  annual $435.000 of t h e  $476,000 BJCPA budget 
came from Southern Baptiet sources. 

H e  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  many of t h e  funds being channeled t o  BJCPA from Southern 
Bap t i s t  sources are no t  ngoing throughn the Cooperative Program, Southern Bap t i s t ' a  
un i f i ed  budget t o  support missions and evangelism. 

Dunn had reported t h a t  th i s  year's percentage of r e c e i p t s  from Southern B a p t i s t s  
would be about 60 percent  of the BJCPA budget. Currin s a i d  t h a t  monies through t h e  
Cooperative Program would comprise about t h a t  amount. but t h a t  the  amount was g rea te r  
with o ther  Southern Bap t i s t  cont r ibut ions  being added, 

*'Our concern a8 t r u s t e e s  (of both the  PAC and BJCPA)," Currin said.  "is t h a t  funds 
from outs ide  t h e  Cooperative Program a r e  being distorted."  

Currin a l s o  maid that Dunn's statements of e t a f f  evaluation and accountabi l i ty  t o  
t h e  t r u s t e e s  PAC-related were "denied. When t r u s t e e s  cannot interview s t a f f ,  t h a t  is  
not a c ~ o u n t a b i l i t y . ~  

SBC President  J e r r y  Vines reported t o  messengers t h a t  Dunn would present  t h e  BJCPA 
repor t  on Thursday. 

I n  other  business,  messengers e l ec ted  t h e  convention sermon preacher and a l t e r n a t e  
and music d i r e c t o r  f o r  1990 when the  annual meeting of the  14.8 million-member 
denomination convenes i n  New Orleans, La, 

Fred Wolfe. pas tor  of Cottage Hill Bapt is t  Church. Mobile. M s . ,  w i l l  d e l i v e r  
the convention sermon; and wi th  Jimmy E. Jackson. pastor  of Whitesburg Baptist Church. 
Huntsvil le ,  M a . ,  as t h e  a l t e r n a t e .  John McKay, a music evangel is t ,  Hurat. Texas, will 
direct  the  music. 

Vines reported t h a t  35 teams went; door-to-door witnessing Wednegday afternoon. 
They v i s i t e d  about 500 homes, discovered about 50 prospects ,  and recorded about 20 
s a l v a t i o n  decisions.  

H e  a l s o  s a i d  several vocational  evange l i s t s  made t h e i r  way d w n  t h e  famous Las 
Vegas S t r i p  t o  witness as temperatures  oared above the.105 degree mark. 

Mrs. Bo Whittenton, a homemaker from Marietta, Ga., to ld  mess ngers about her 
witnessing e f f o r t s  and d e s i r e  t o  win s o u l s  f o r  Christ .  . 
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I shr! r ;u id  tha:-  a f t e r  she w a s  z a v ~ d ,  J e s u s  gave h e r  a " r ~ a l  h u r d e n  f o r  l o s t  peopl  e 
and a dcpp desire t o  share my f a i t h .  Reaching  l o s t  p e o p l e  i s  a p r i o r i t y  i n  my chu rch . "  

She encouraged messenge r s  t o  "make j.t ( r e a c h i n g  t h e  l o s t : )  a p r i . 0 r i . t ~  i n  your  

church. l1 

I she  r e c o u n t e d  s e v e r a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  of l e a d i n g  pe r sons  to C h r i s t  i n c l u d i n g  a man 
I 

from England  w h o s ~  nante God had g i v e n  t o  h e r  two months b e f o r e  m e e t i n g  him w h i l e  on a 
m i s s i o n  t r i p  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  

Helping H a r o l d  C.  B e n n e t t ,  preGiderl t  and t r e a s u r e r  of t h e  SBC E x e c u t i v e  Conlmj.ttee, 
in g iv ing  t h e  B o l d  Missic)n T h r u s t  r e p o r t  were  Ernes t :  B .  Myers, newly -e l ec t ed  second 
vice p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  SBC a n d  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Nevada B a p t i s t  Conven t ion ,  and  
David h a c h a m ,  d i r e c t o r  of m i s s i o n s  of t h e  Sou the rn  Nevada R a p t j s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  Las  
Vegas . 

5 e l . s  s a i d  when t h e  Nevada c o n v e n t i o n  was formed i n  l a 7 8 ,  t h o s e  c o o p e r a t i n g  made 
it a pziori ty t o  be i.nvolved i n  B o l d  M i s s i o n  T h r u s t ,  Southern  B a p t i s t s '  en lphas is  t o  
r  BE^ t h e  w o r l d  w i t h  t h e  g o s p e l  by t h ~  year 2000. 

H e  r e c o u n t e d  that i n  t h e  p a s t  11  y e a r s  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  h a s  grown from 7 2  c h u r c h e s  
t o  more t h a n  150.  He s a i d ,  'Wevada and Sou the rn  B a p t i s t s  in Nevada w i l l  n e v e r  be t h e  

, mame because you came h e r e  t o  h e l p  u s  . . . w e  have  been  s e t  a h e a d  i n  r e a c h i n g  o u t  w i t h  
1 of J e s u s  C h r i s t . "  

Hcacham echoed Myers1 comments and s a i d .  "Thank you f u r  y o u r  tremeridous Euppor t .  
t w  are t h e  large:st  v o l u n t e e r  m i s s i o n  group i n  o u r  state's h i s t o r y . "  

Because of t h e  e f f o r t s  of S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  t h i s  weck i n  L a s  Vegas, Meacham s a i d  
i n  Nevada would c o n t i n u e  t o  s t a r t  and grow churches  and r e a c h  p e o p l e  

h e n  prlr~t p r e s i d e n t s  of the SBC were  r ecogn ized  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n .  
--3 0-- 
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she eaid that a f t e r  s h e  w a s  saved, Jesus gave he r  a Itreal burden f o r  l o s t  people 
6 , and deep d e s i r e  t o  share my f a i t h .  Reaching l o s t  people is a priority i n  my church." 

.".:, . 
she messengers t o  "make it (reaching t h e  lost) a p r i o r i t y  i n  your 

d several experiences of lead ing  persons t o  Chr i s t  inc luding  a man 
Bagland whose name God had given t o  he r  two months before  meeting him whi le  on a 
a t r i p  in Massachusetts. 

k l p i n g  Harold C. Bennett. president and treasurer of the SBC Executive Committee. 
d Mission Thrust  r epo r t  were Ernest  B. Myers, newly-elected second 

t h e  SBC and execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Nevada Bap t i s t  Convention, and 
r e c t o r  of miss ions  of t h e  Southern Nevada B a p t i s t  Associat ion i n  Las 

hen the Nevada convention was formed i n  1978, those  cooperat ing made 
be involved i n  Bold Mission Thrust ,  Southern Baptists' emphasis t o  

o r l d  w i th  t h e  gospel  by t h e  year  2000. 

t h a t  i n  t h e  past 11 yea r s  the convention has grown from 7 2  churches 
150. He s a i d ,  "Nevada and Southern B a p t i s t s  i n  Nevada w i l l  never be t h e  

use you came here t o  h e l p  up . . . we have been set ahead i n  reaching out w i t h  
l h o f  Jesus Chris t ."  

ham echoed Myers1 comments and said, Vhank you f o r  your tremendous support. 
he largest volunteer  mission group i n  our state's h i s to ry , "  

Be of the efforts of Southern B a p t i s t s  t h i s  week i n  Las Vegas, Meacham s a i d  
tists i n  Nevada would cont inue t o  s tar t  and grow churches and reach people 

P W t  pres iden t s  of t h e  SBC were recognized during t h e  session. 
--30-- 
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LAS VEGAS, Nev. -- Chris Martin jumped from a c i t y  bus one block shor t  of his 
ho te l  Wednesday and ended up t ak ing  a l eap  of fai.th. 

Martin, a 35-year-old t o u r i s t  from Park Forest ,  Ill.. saw a crowd gathered around 
the  temple-like entrance of Caesars Palace and wanted t o  know what they were doing. 

"I a c t u a l l y  got off t h e  bus one block before my ho te l  because t h e  crowd a t t r a c t e d  
me." Martin sa id .  

What he found was a remnant crowd of Southern Bap t i s t  evange l i s t s  and pas tors  who 
marched almost th ree  miles from t he  Las Vegas Convention Center t o  t h e  Las Vegag s t r i p  
witnessing t o  any and everyone who would s t o p  long enough to l i s t e n .  They d idn ' t  seem 
to mind t h e  110 degree heat .  

A s  the crowd of abbut 500 kneeled on t h e  steps of t h e  ho te l  entrance, two men were 
l e f t  s tanding i n  the  shadow of a 12-foot t a l l  wooden cross.  Martin held the  t r a c t  as 
t h e  o ther  man read it t o  him. 

When the prayer ended. march leader Arthur B l e s o i t t  of Hollywood, Calif.. asked i f  
anyone had been saved ag a r e s u l t  of the  march. Martin r a i sed  his hand. 

T h a t ' s  worth everything," Blessitt s a i d  as he asked Martin t o  jo in  him under t h e  
C f O G S .  

Shouts of "Praise Jesus" and "Hallelujah" went up from t h e  crowd. 

But every response t o  the  crowd wasn't a saved soul.  

As t h e  crowd l e f t  t h e  lawn of t h e  convention center  s inging "Jesus loves me t h i s  I 
know," "Amazing grace haw sweet t he  soundw and "I've got joy, joy, joy down i n  my 
heart." they encountered people who d i d n ' t  ca re  t o  hear what they had t o  say. 

Crowds gathered on ho te l  balconies t o  watch the  singing group. Cars screeched t o  
a h a l t  i n  the middle of t h e  e t r e e t s  a s  d r ive r s  took a second look. 

One young man walked quickly from t h e  sidewalk as t h e  B a p t i s t s  approached him. He 
took s h e l t e r  i n  t h e  entrance of a nearby casino. 

He s a i d  the group had *la renegade attitude. And I don't  be l ieve  i t ' s  
appropriate.  " 

People on t h e  Las Vegas strip are i n t e l l i g e n t  and witnessing t o  then en masse is  
i n s u l t i n g  t o  them, he sa id .  

He had been witnessed t o  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  week i n  a one-on-one encounter, This  
individual  i n t e r e ~ t  lef t  a p o s i t i v e  impact on him. He even knew of t h e  witnessing done 
e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  week i n  neighborhoods and applauded Southern Baptists fo r  such an 
approach. 

"I've taken t h e i r  books and even read some, but  t h i s  pushing and shoving i s  a 
l i t t l e  too much,n motioning t o  the  crowded sidewalk. 

Many of t h e  Baptists handed out br igh t  orange s t i c k e r s  wi th  r e l i g i o u s  messages on 
them. He had one ro l l ed  up i n  his hand. 

T h i s  woman walked up t o  m e  and. bingo. she stuck t h i s  th ing  on me." h e  said. ''1 
th ink  t h a t  is  very rude." 

A middle-aged woman c e l l e d  it "ern invasion of privacy." 

''I certainly wouldn't pay t o  go and see t h i s  group. she said. 

A shopkeeper who s a i d  she believed i n  God took a Bible from one of t h e  Bap t i s t s .  
For h e r s e l f ,  she didn ' t  mind t h e  confrontation. For her  security guard, she resented 
the  inc ident  because it upset him. 



Evangel is t s '  March To Las Vegas S t r i p  

One couple was representa t ive  o f  the many who turned  their backs t o  any approach 
from the  group. 

Others responded more pos i t ive ly  t o  t h e  march. 

" I ' m  Catholic ,"  s a i d  a man fram Champaign, Ill. " I ' m  Catholic and I think t h e y l r e  
doing a grea t  jobDm1 as, he shaded his eyes with t h e  Bible he had taken from one Baptist. 

Another rnan s a i d  he thought i t  was "rea l ly  nice. The more here the  be t t e r , "  not  
bothered by what the group was doing. 

A young man i n  a t ruck stopped a t  a red light said he d idn ' t  mind t h a t  someone had 
come up t o  h i s  veh ic le  t o  hand him a Bible and say "Jesus loves  you." 

"I'll take  anything I don' t  already have." he said.  

Evangelis t  B l e s ~ i t t  led  t h e  march with a 12-foot t a l l  and 6-foot w i d e  wooden 
c r o s s  supported across h i s  shoulder. A self-described p i lg r im.  B lass i t  has walked 
acroes  103 countr ies  car ry ing h i s  cross. To him, L a s  Vegas was j u s t  another c i t y  i n  
which t o  share Jesus.  

B l e s s i t ,  48, was i nv i t ed  by t h e  Conference of Southern Bap t i s t  Evangelis ts  t o  
speak and lead the march. His 9year-old eon Jerusalem walked along beside him 
ca r ry ing  a shorter cross. 

Blessitr shouted "Praise Godw and "Hallelujah" as  the group walked down t h e  
s t r e e t .  I n  response, they would shout the same. H e  w e n  led  the  group i n  what he 
called ''Jesus" cheers. 

I f  many of those who pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  t h e  march have anything t o  say about it, this 
won't be t h e  l a s t  march during a Southern Bapt is t  Convention. 

"1 th ink  it ought t o  be done at wery convention and on t h i s  scale," aaid B i l l  
Quatrone of Bax te rv i l l e  Bapt is t  Church. Baxtervi l le ,  Miss. 

"It's up t o  u s  t o  p lant  the seeds." 
--3 0-- 

By Susan Todd, 9:45 p.m. Wednesday 
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10. WORKING PRESS--More than 600 newspeople from across the United States and 
Great Britain converged on Las Vegas, Nev., in mid-June to cover the Southern 
Baptist Convention annual meeting. Portable computers were a necessity for most 
reporters, such as John Dart of the Los Angeles Times (foreground) and Helen 
Parmley of the Dallas Morning News. (Photo by Van Payne) 

19. EXHIBIT CROWD--Messengers crowded the exhibit area of Las Vegas (Nev.) 
Convention Center during the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting 
June 13-15. National and state Baptist agencies and institutions set up booths 
to tell their "stories" to more than 20,300 Southern Baptists who attended 
the event. (Photo by Stanley Leary) 

37. JOYFUL NOISE-Singing played a vital part in proceedings of the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting in Las Vegas, Nev., June 13-15. Primary purpose of the 
convention is to conduct business, but messengers also participated in worship by 
listening to sermons and singing hymns. (Photo by Paul Obregon) 

25. FOOD FOR ,..--Business gave them food for thought. Sermons and songs gave 
them food for the soul. But from time to time, messengers to the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting in Las Vegas, Nev., had to stop for food for the body. 
Concession stands in Las Vegas Convention Center provided snacks and meals so that 
messengers wouldn't have to go out into the desert heat. (Photo by Paul Obregon) 

29. OUT LOUD--Microphones located throughout the meeting hall allowed messengers 
to the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting in Las Vegas, Nev., to participate 
in proceedings. Ed Menger, from Watts StreetBaptist Church in Durham, N.C., had 
his say at microphone No. 7. (Photo by Tim Fields) 

28. SURVEY CARDS--Computerized survey cards used by messengers to the Southern 
Baptist Convention annual meeting in Las Vegas, Nev., June 13-15 helped convention 
planners know more about the demographic nature of the mamoth event. The Stout 
family of Trinity Baptist Church in Carthage, Miss., participated. Parents William 
and Donna and daughter Jessica completed their cards while son William looked on. 
(Photo by Tim Fields) 

- --." ---- " - - - - -.. - - - 

36. SBC OFFICERS--Messengers to the 1989 Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting 
June 13-15 in Las Vegas, Nev., re-elected Jerry Vines. (center) pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Jacksonville, Fla., to a second one-year term as president. The convention's 
vice presidents are Junior Hill, (right) evangelist from Hartselle, Ala., first vice 
president, and Ernest Myers, executive director of the Nevada Baptist Convention in 
Reno, second vice president. (Photo by Stanley Leary) 
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Home Mission Board Report 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14--Messengers t o  t h e  Southern Bapt is t  Convention were t o l d  
Wednesday night t h e  14.8 mi l l ion  member denomination last year began the  l a r g e s t  number 
of new churches s ince  1968 and commissioned t h e  most new home missionionaries s ince  t h e  
convention began i n  1845. 

Larry L. Lewis, pres ident  of t h e  Southern Bapt is t  Home Mission Board, Atlanta. 
sa id  during h i s  board's repor t  t o  t h e  messengers t h a t  1,248 new Southern Bap t i s t  
churches were s t a r t e d  during 1988. 

Also, 733 new missionaries were commissioned, bringing the total number of SBC 
home rnissi.onaries t o  3.827, Lewis added. H e  s a i d  Southern Bapt is t  churchs baptized 
346,320 converts  during t h e  year, a 2.3 percent increase over the previous year. 

Lewie sa id  a record 2,014 chaplains have been commissioned by the  convention, and 
49,781 short-term volunteers  served i n  spec ia l  assignments during t h e  year. 

He s a i d  2.025 volunteers  during and j u s t  p r i o r  t o  the  three-day convention 
meeting, v i s i t e d  120.000 homes i n  Las Vegas and l e d  470 people t o  f a i t h  i n  Jesus  
Chr is t .  

Two of the new converts.  Darren and Tina Brumfield of Las Vegas, t o l d  t h e  
messengers t h e i r  l i v e 8  had been under tremendous pressure because of h i s  gambling and 
alcohol  i s m .  

Brumfield s a i d  he had gambled away a l l  but  $1 of h i s  paycheck j u s t  before a 
Southern Bapt is t  volunteer  shared God's plan of sa lva t ion  wi th  the  couple. 

In  response t o q u e s t i o n s  from Richard Harris, d i r e c t o r  of mass evangelism f o r  t h e  
mission board, Brumfield sa id  no one had ever ta lked to him about Jesus, and he had 
thougt he would spend e t e r n i t y  i n  h e l l ,  but  now he would spend e t e r n i t y  i n  heaven. 

Thousands of messengers responded t o  a challenge by Darrell Robinson, new v i c e  
pres ident  of t h e  Home Mission Boards' evangelism sect ion,  t o  pray for  s p i r i t u a l  
awakening, t o  pray daily f o r  1990 Here's Hope Simultaneous Revivals and t o  share t h e i r  
f a i t h  as personal soul  winners. 

They signed commitment cards and knelt araund t h e  podium during a commitment 
prayer c los ing the  presentat ion.  

"If we're going t o  reach t h e  world with t h e  gospel of Jesus, we've got t o  s t a r t  a t  
home." s a i d  Robinson. 

!'Our p r i o r i t y  is witnessing. and witnessing i s  not an option. If  you're saved, 
you're H i s  (Chr is t ' s )  witness by vir tue o f  who H e  is i n  you." 

Robinson, t h e  outgoing f i r s t  v i c e  president  of t h e  convention, urged pas tors  t o  
e n l i s t  and query- t h e i r  lay people t o  be personal soul  winners. 

' ''Every church has the  adequate personnel t o  reach t h e i r  community. The problem is  
they're only s i t t i n g  in the pew. We must equip t he  lay people, we preachers w i l l  never 
do it alone." 

Messengers heard personal test imonies of Erwin McManus, d i r e c t o r  of evangelism fo r  
the Dallas Bapt i s t  Association, Dallas. Texas, and Bo Mitchell of Atlanta..  Ga., a 
Mission Service Corps volunteer  with t h e  mission board's evangelism department, during 
the mission board report. 

--3 om- 

By Orville Scot t  -- 7:06 a.m. Thursday 



News Room 
Las Vegas Convention Center 

(702) 79l-8600 
Alvin C. Shackleford 

SBC Press Representative 
Dan Martin 

News Room Manager 
Maw Knox 

Features Manager 

Southern Baptist Convention 
Las Vegas, June 13-15,1989 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE * 

Southern Seminary Luncheon 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 14--In a challenge to "keep the dream alive" at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, President Roy L. Honeycutt reminded alumni at a 
reunion luncheon that "Jesus came to take away our sin, not our minds." 

Honeycutt's pledge to academic excellence grounded in the Louisville, Ky., 
school's confessional statement of faith met with sustained applause and a standing 
ovation by 600 participants. 

Honeycutt, the seminary's eighth president, recounted the various eras of 
leadership in the school's 130-year history and appealed to its alumni "to reclaim 
that heritage and redream that dream." 

It "Of historical necessity," he said, Southern Seminary begins again in each 
generation. We today are participants in the contemporary rebirthing of the seminary." 

Honeycutt urged "fidelity to the God-given visiont' of the seminary's founders, 
noting that "Southern Seminary remains committed to excellence bound to a world vision 
of the gospel." 

During the luncheon, the seminary's national alumni association presented alumni 
of the year awards to Morlyoshi Hiratani, pastor of First Baptist Church, Pearl City, 
Hawaii; Carl F. Whirley, Birmingham, Ala., retired foreign missionary to Nigeria; 
R. Gene Puckett, editor of the Biblical Recorder, news journal for the North Carolina 
Baptist Convention in Raleigh; and Joe Priest Williams, retired pastor of Baptist 
Tabernacle, Louisville, Ky. 

Alumni also elected Bobby (Bob) S. Terry, editor of the Word and Way, weekly 
newspaper of the Missouri Baptist Convention, as president-elect of the alumni 
association. 

Alumni president for 1989-90 is Floyd Roebuck, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Rome, Ga. 

By David Wilkinson, 10:30 a.m., Thursday 
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39. FALWELL'S BLESSING--''I am here because I believe the cloud of God is today over 
those Bible-believingsouthern Baptist churches that withour a doubt are the shining 
lights of our nation," Jerry Falwell told the Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelists 
June 14 in Las Vegas, Nev. Falwell, pastor of the independent Thomas Road Baptist 
Church in Lynchburg, Va., said Southern Baptist churches represent "some of the 
greatest churches since Pentecost," but he added, "I have no intention of joining 
the Southern Baptist Convention." (Photo by Stanley Leary) 

38. CONVENTION SERMON--Baptist schools need professors "who believe in the inspired, 
infallible word of God," Morris Chapman, pastor of First Baptist Church of Wichita 
Falls, Texas ,  told messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting 
June 14 in Las Vegas, Nev. Chapman, who preached the annual Convention Sermon, said, 
"+ofessor is one who professes, and every Baptist collage professor ought to 
be a born-again Christian who professes faith in the classroom." (Photo by 
Paul Obregon) 

4 0 .  STREET WITNESSING--Armed with a Bible and a cross, evangelist Arthur Blessitt 
lead Southern Baptist Convention messengers onto Las Vegas' famed Strip to tell 
people about faith in Jesus Christ. Blessitt closed out the annual Conference of 
Southern Baptist Evangelist meeting, held during a break in the SBC annual meeting 
June 14. (photo by Stanley Leary) 

42. NEW CHRISTIANS--Brand-new Christians Ti.na and Darren Brumfield of Las Vegas, 
Nev., appeared on the Southern Baptist Convention's Home Mission Board report to the 
SBC annual meeting in Las Vegas June 14. The Brumfields accepted Christ as their 
savior just four days before, when Southern Baptists participating in a citywide 
door-to-door witnessing effort talked to them about Jesus. They were presented to 
SBC messengers by Bo Mitchell, (right) an SBC Mission Service Corps volunteer assigned 
to the board's personal evangelism department. (Photo by Stanley Leary) 

41. WITNESSING PRIORITY--Bo Whittington, a homemaker from Marietta, Ga., encouraged 
messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting in Las Vegas, Nev., to 
making telling people about Christ "a priority in your church." Whittington 
interpreted the annual meeting theme, "Going, Weeping, Sowing, Reaping." (Photo by 
Van Payne) 
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Fellowship of Bap t i s t  World Min i s t r i e s  

LAS VEGAS, Nevada, June 15--The Fellowship of Bapt is t  World Minis t r ies  was 
organized here  Tuesday morning with i ts  leaders  pledging c lose  cooperation with t h e  
Southern Bap t i s t  Foreign Mission Bdard and overseas Bapt is t  bodies. 

A im of the fel lowship i a  grea te r  un i ty  in Southern Baptist world  evangelizat ion 
eff rts. 

The fel lowship would encompass as many as  70 organizat ions founded by and 
involving Southern Bap t i s t  min i s t e r s  and l a y  people i n  a range of overseas e f f o r t s ,  
s a i d  the fel lowship 's  f i rs t  president ,  W.H. "Dubn Jackson. 

Jackson is  president  of World Evangelism Foundation of Dallas. Texas. Since i ts  
founding i n  1969, he sa id ,  t h e  organizat ion has coordinated the witnessing e f f o r t s  of 
8,000 Southern Bap t i s t  volunteers  who t raveled  t o  40 countr ies .  Jackson was a Southern 
Bap t i s t  missionary t o  Japan from 1951 t o  1968. 

Leaders of t h e  15 char t e r  member organizat ions i n  the  new fel lowship have "a 
desire t o  cooperate with the to ta l  program of Southern Baptists all over t h e  world,n 
Jackson said. 

The organiza t ional  meeting followed two other  gatherings of representa t ives  of the 
Southern Bapt i s t -rc lnted  minietriee, The firot, on Feb. 7 of t h i s  year. wag1 inltiated 
by t h e  president  of t h e  Foreign Mission Board. R. Keith Parks, who voiced a concern f o r  
g rea te r  understanding and cooperation between the denomination's missions agency and 
the var ious  independent groups. 

B i l l  OIBrien, the Foreign Miesion Board's executive v i c e  president ,  said. 'This 
(new fellowship) represents  e fu r ther  step i n  t h e  dialogue and mutual understanding of 
the ro les  and ministries of each e n t i t y  -- and how all these resources can be brought 
t o  bear i n  a more e f f e c t i v e  way on world ~ a n g e l i z a t i o n . ' ~  

We can enhance each o the r ' s  minis t r ies ,"  agreed Rudy Hernandez, pas tor-wangel is t  
of Metro Park Bapt i s t  Church i n  Sen Antonio, Texas. He a l s o  is  president  of Rudy 
Hernandez Evangelism In te rna t iona l ,  which has conducted pas tor  t r a i n i n g  c l i n i c s  and 
crusades i n  45 countr ies  s ince  1973. He was Texas Bapt i s t s '  d i r e c t o r  of Hispanic 
evangelism from 1955 t o  1969. 

'We hope t o  keep from having dupl ica t ions  and wasted e f f o r t s , "  Jackson sa id .  To 
maximize cooperation, the  fellowship plans t o  work w i t h  the  Foreign Mission Board t o  
c r e a t e  a cornpuree database l i s t i n g  each organizat ion 's  purpose statement and scheduled 
plans f o r  ministsy. 

If t he  d a t a  rweals that t o o  many volunteers  a r e  headed f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  country 
a t  the  same time, for example, W e  would do our bes t  t o  schedule ourselves t o  be t h e r e  
a t  the  most appropr ia te  times." Jackson said.  

I n  add i t ion  t o  Jackeon, t h e  fellowehip's o f f i c e r s  are Mike  DO&^, vice president .  
Kathy Evitts, secre tary- t reasurer ,  and Hernandez and Jim Ponder, executive committee 
members . 

~. 

Downey l eads  Blobs1 Miseions Fellowship of Dallao: Evitto is preeidont of 
Dehoney's B ib le~and lHer i t age  Travel o f  Eauimvillr, Ky.; and Ponder l eads  the J i m  Ponder 
Evangelisltic Associat ion of Jacksomril le ,  Fla. 

The organizat ion 's  mailing addrees w i l l  be 1204 South Third, Suite A, Louisville, 
Ky , 40203. 

OIBrien w i l l  se rve  as t h e  Foreign Mission Board's l i a i s o n  t o  t h e  new fel lowship 
and Jimmg Draper w i l l  be its pastor adviser. Draper ie pastor of First Bapt is t  Church 
i n  Euless, Texaa, and a former president  of the Southern Bapt is t  Convention. 

The f e l l owhip  will hold annual meetings p r io r  t o  the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Next year ' s  session will be Monday morning. June 11, i n  New Orleans. 

--30- 97 
By Art Toalston -- 11:10 a.m. Thursdav 
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Charles Stanley Message Thursday 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 15 -- Southern B a p t i s t s  would be b e t t e r  soul  winners i f  s e t  
f r e e  from g u i l t ,  Charles Stanley t o l d  messengers t o  t h e  Southern Bapt is t  Convention. 

Stanley, pas tor  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church i n  At lanta  and a former SBC pres ident ,  
brought the  concluding message Thursday a t  the  denominationls annual three-day meeting. 

"You want t o  know why many people i n  the church do not attempt t o  share t h e i r  
f a i t h , "  Stanley asked. "It is simply because they do not f e e l  worthy. How i n  the  
world can they be t e l l i n g  someone else how t o  be saved when they f e e l  so  gu i l ty?  

''1 believe our primary business is  binning souls .  But we a l s o  have a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  l e a d  people t o  be set free from t h e  bondage t h a t  i s  destroying t h e i r  
s p i r i t u a l  l ivesS1 '  he said.  

Stanley s a i d  thousands of Chr i s t i ans  a r e  burdened by t h e  misconception t h a t  t h e i r  
acceptance by God is based on performance. 'leu and I grew up under shoulds, oughts 
and musts," he said.  not ing  t h a t  pas tors  o f t en  llbrowbeat" congregations with g u i l t .  

l'Pastor, t h e r e  a r e  people s i t t i n g  i n  your congregation week a f t e r  week. many of 
whom have suffered  c h i l d  abuse and have never t o l d  anybody. There are young men as 
wel l  as women who are hooked on pornography. Therehare  many women i n  your congregation 
who've had abort ions,"  he sa id .  

Stanley noted t h a t  these  people "believe t h e  gospel, but  they ' r e  in,bondageW 
because they won I t  accept  forgiveness . 

Preaching from John 8, Stanley i d e n t i f i e d  one t r u t h  t o  break t h e  bondage of g u i l t :  
ItJesus Chr is t ,  who is my l i f e ,  is my suff ic iency f o r  my every need. I am complete i n  
him. " 

Stanley said  Southern B a p t i s t s  a r e  strong on proclaiming Chr is t  as "saviour" and 
"lord." However. " t h a t ' s  only two t h i r d s  of it," he added. 

"Jesus Chr i s t  i s  our savior, our l o r d  and our l i f e .  The fact t h a t  Jesus  Chr is t  is  
my l i f e  makes it poss ib le  f o r  me t o  l ive .  I f  Jesus Chris t  is  not  my l i f e ,  1'11 never 
be f ree , "  he sa id .  

With Jesus  l i v i n g  i n  thma, Chr is t ians  have "got it a l l . "  Stanley said.  'When I 
begin t o  understand my circumetances a r e  based on who I am i n  him, I begin t o  be s e t  
f r e e .  

Stanley s a i d  those who walk t h e  aisle t o  "rededicatew themselves a r e  r e a l l y  
looking f o r  freedom from g u i l t .  

'They're going t o  keep coming down the a i s l e  u n t i l  ~ o d  sets them frees1' he said.  
'What they need is freedom. not  rededication." 

--3 0-- 

By Mark Wingfield, 1:30 p.m. Thursday 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursday Resolutions 

LAS VEGAS. Nev.. June 15 -- After a 40-minute -delay of a Thursday morning business 
sess ion  on reso lu t ions  due t o  lack  of a quorum, messengers t o  t h e  132nd sess ion  of the  
Southern Bapt is t  Convention adopted with almost no changes 10 reso lu t ions  proposed by 
the  Resolutions Committee. 

The lack of a quorum was a f i r s t  for an SBC meeting ~ i n c e  a 25 percent quorum r u l e  
was es tabl i shed,  e f f e c t i v e  with t h e  1988 convention meeting, 

Resolutions on racism and encouraging laws regula t ing  abor t ion  generated t h e  most 
debate before messengers adopted a motion by Rudy Yakym of Mishawauka, Ind., t o  limit 

discussion t a  five minutes per  resolu t ion .  

Af ter  t h e  adoption of t h r e e  resolu t ions ,  a motion by Gerald Harris of Jackson. 
Miss.. t o  adopt the  remaining seven resolu t ions  as a body f a i l e d  by 13 votes.  The vote 
was 2.648 t o  2,635. 

Other r e so lu t ions  top ics  included support for Chinese Chr is t ians ,  drunk dr iv ing,  
drugs and violence. personal minis t ry  of the  people of God and i n t e g r i t y .  

Rounding out t h e  resolu t ions  were those on "Here's Hope. Jesus  Cares f o r  You," 
Southern Bap t i s t s1  evange l i s t i c  emphasis f o r  1989-90, supporting 1990 as the 
In te rna t iona l  Year of Bible reading and a resolu t ion  of apprecia t ion  f o r  Nevada Bapt is t  
hosts. 

The reso lu t ion  encouraging l a w s  regula t ing  abor t ion  urges s ta te  l e g i s l a t u r e s  and 
t h e  U.S. Congress to enact l e g i s l a t i o n  regula t ing  and r e s t r i c t i n g  abort ion and asks t he  
SBC Chris t ian  L i f e  Commission and s t a t e  conventions t o  promote t h e  passage of such 
l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Chairman Mark Coppenger of Indianapolis ,  Ind., s a i d  t h e  committee proposed t h e  
r e so lu t ion  on abor t ion ,  the  sub jec t  of numerous resolu t ions  i n  recent  years ,  because a 
r u l i n g  i s  expected wi th in  a few weeks on a case recent ly  heard by t h e  U.S. Supreme 
Court, Webster v. Reproductive Health Services. That ru l ing ,  some observers be l ieve ,  
may r e s u l t  i n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  or  revocation of Roe v. Wade. a 1973 Supreme Court ru l ing  
whicli, by inva l ida t ing  e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  laws, es tabl i shed abor t ion  on demand i n  t h e  
United Sta tes .  

The reso lu t ion  a l s o  reaf f i rms opposi t ion t o  abort ion except t o  save t h e  l i f e  of 
the  mother. - 

Two messengers opposed the r e so lu t ion  on t h e  bas i s  of allowing only one exception 
and not speaking t o  women who a r e  vict ims of rape or inces t .  "This r e so lu t ion  i e  
i n s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  complexities of t h e  issue,"  one messenger sa id .  

The abort  ion r e so lu t ion  generated t h e  l a r g e s t  opposi t ion wi th  about 20 percent of 
messengers voting agains t  i t  i n  a show-of-hands vote. 

--more-- 
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The racism r e s o l u t i o n ,  adapted from s ta tements  adopted earlier i n  t h e  year  by t h e  
execut ive  committee of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Cammission, no te s  t h a t  "Southern B a p t i s t s  
have not  always c l e a r l y  s tood fo r  racial j u s t i c e  and equal i ty"  and a f f i r m s  t h e  
i n t e n t i o n  of convention messengers t o  "stand p u b l i c l y  and p r i v a t e l y  f o r  r a c i a l  j u s t i c e  
and equal i ty ."  

I 
The r e s o l u t i o n  a l s o  states t h a t  messengers "repent of pas t  b igot ry t t  and c a l l s  on 

Southern Bap t i s t  people and churches "to reach ac ros s  r a c i a l  boundaries ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
f r a t e r n a l  r a t h e r  than pa t e rna l  f r iendships ."  

J i m  Holladay of L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky , , unsuccessfu l ly  o f f e red  a s u b s t i t u t e  r e s o l u t i o n  
wi th  s t ronge r  language aga ins t  racism and urg ing  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  j o i n  with t h e  
Bap t i s t  World Al l i ance  i n  condemning apa r the id  i n  South Africa.  

Support f o r  Chinese C h r i s t i a n s  was o f f e red  i n  a  r e s o l u t i o n  which noted t h a t  
"Chr is t ians  i n  China have r epea t ed ly  aff i rmed t h e i r  support  f o r  the bas i c  a s p i r a t i o n s  
f o r  peace, j u s t i c e ,  progress  and f u l l  f r e e  expression." 

I The r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l s  on Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  pray f o r  a peaceful  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  
c u r r e n t  c r i s i s  i n  China, f o r  C h r i s t i a d s  dealing with  change i n  t h e i r  country and f o r  
t h e  spread of t h e  gospel  i n  China. 

I Opposition t o  drunk d r i v i n g  and t o  drugs and v io l ence  were expressed i n  
r e so lu t ions .  

The drunk d r i v i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  urges Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  con tac t  t h e i r  U.S. 
R presen ta t ive6  and Senators  i n  support  of recouuuendations t o  t h e  Congress from t h e  
U. S. Surgeon General. 

I 
Recommendations inc lude  increased  excise tax on a l coho l i c  beverages,  r educ t ion  i n  

t h e  l e g a l  blood-alcohol l i m i t s ,  e l imina t ion  of *'happy hours," h a l t  t o  t h e  use  of 
c e l e b r i t i e s  i n  a lcohol  a d v e r t i s i n g  and formation of a n a t i o n a l  c o a l i t i o n  t o  conduct a 
campaign a g a i n s t  drunk dr iv ing .  

The r e s o l u t i o n  on drugs and v io lence  asks messengers t o  c a l l  for a c t i o n  i n  s i x  
e r eas :  es tabl ishment  of l o c a l ,  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  t a s k  forces:  drug educat ion i n  
schools  and enforcement of r e s t r i c t i o n s  aga ins t  drug use;  c a l l  on Pres ident  George Bush 
not  t o  i n v i t e  t o  t h e  White House c e l e b r i t i e s  whose l i f e s t y l e s  would promote acceptance 
of drug use; encourage pharmaceutical companies t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  sale of ma te r i a l s  used 
t o  produce i l l i c i t  drugs; encourage t h e  enter tainment  i ndus t ry  not  t o  produce v ideos  
t h a t  promote or condone drug use; and encourage f a m i l i e s  t o  educa te  the i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  
d e a l  wi th  the  i s sue .  

I The personal min i s t ry  of t h e  people of God was the sub jec t  of a r e s o l u t i o n  
a f f i rming  the  r o l e  of laypersons  i n  churches, no t ing  t h a t  1988-89 is t h e  Year of t h e  
l a i t y  i n  Evangelism and Discipleship i n  the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. 

I - The r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l s  an a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  "to exe rc i se  t h e i r  g i f t s  i n  t h e  personal  
m i n i s t r i e s  t o  whi.ch God has celled them.n 
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Bill Johnson of Ardmore, Okla.. proposed an amendment accepted by t h e  Resolut ions 
Committee t o  add a s tatement  from A r t i c l e  6 of t h e  Bap t i s t  Faith end Message s tatement  
on t h e  church. The s tatement  desc r ibes  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a church, no t ing  t h a t  
"in such a congregat ion members are equal ly  responsible ."  

Concerning i n t e g r i t y ,  messengers adopted without d i scuss ion  a  r e s o l u t i o n  a f f i rming  
"our own unswerving commitment t o  abso lu t e  personal  i n t e g r i t y  s o  t h a t  we might be an 
example t o  t h e  world and no t  bring reproach on t h e  name of Christ ." 

The t r a d i t i o n a l  r e s o l u t i o n  of app rec i a t ion  a l s o  adopted without  debate referenced 
only  Nevada B a p t i s t  hos ts .  I n  o t h e r  years. such r e s o l u t i o n s  have expressed g r a t i t u d e  
t local government and bus iness  o f f i c i a l s  

I n  t he  r e s o l u t i o n  on t h e  IfHerefs Hope" e v a n g e l i s t i c  emphasis, churches are urged 
t o  pray f o r  s p i r i t u a l  awakening, conduct a soul-winning t r a i n i n g  event and chal lenge 
members t o  win one person t o  C h r i s t .  

Support a l s o  was urged f o r  t h e  1990 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Year of Bible Reading i n  which 
people a r e  encouraged t o  reed through t h e  Bib le  i n  one year .  

After t h e  adopt ion  of t h e  r e so lu t ione ,  Coppenget s a i d  he  f e l t  t h e  committee 
succeeded i n  its goal of bring r e s o l u t i o n s  on which messengers could agree.  

Messengers proposed 51 r e s o l u t i o n s  which were considered by t h e  committee along 
w i t h  t h r e e  motions submit ted t o  the  Order of Business Committee and la ter  ru l ed  
r eeo lu t ions ,  f o r  a t o t a l  of 54. 

--3 oh- 

By Linda Lawson -- 1:45 p.m. Thursday 
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LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 15 -- I n  a flurry of last day business, messengers t o  t h e  
132nd meeting of the  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention Thursday heard a v a r i e t y  of r epor t s  
from denominational agencies, i n s t i t u t i o n s  and spec ia l  committees. 

Presiding o f f i c e r s  cont inual ly  modified the  convention agenda i n  an e f f o r t  t o  
present  r epor t s  and conduct business while wait ing f o r  a quorum of messengers t o  a r r i v e  
i n  the  meeting h a l l .  

A t  mid-morning, John B. Wright of L i t t l e  Rock, Ark,, chairman of t h e  Committee on 
Order of Business, asked messengers t o  vote  t o  dispense with t h e  scheduled afternoon 
~ e s s i o n  and complete a l l  r epor t s  and business during t h e  morning session.  

Convention President  J e r r y  Vines, i n  announcing an almost unanimous approval of 
t h e  recommendation, said.  "1 know what it  is. You fo lks  a r e  ready t o  go home." 

I n  the  f i r s t  repor t  of the  morning, Arthur L. Walker Jr., executive d i r e c t o r  of 
t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Education Commission i n  Nashville,  s a i d  educators a t  Southern 
Bapt is t  schools are working in places where people are changing t h e i r  l i v e s  and axe 
helping them t o  make t h e i r  l i v e s  d i f f e r e n t  in Christ .  

"Our schools  are not only t r a i n i n g  people f o r  fu ture  minis t ry  but are a l s o  
e n l i s t i n g  them f o r  current  ministry,"  Walker sa id ,  adding t h a t  h i s  agency's primary 
concern is helping s tudents  know Christ  is needed i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  

Later  in t h e  morning, Walker reported on the  r e l a t ionsh ip  of the  SBC and t h e  
National Bapt i s t  Convention i n  support ing American Baptist Theological Seminary, an 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  black i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  Nashville. 

Walker s a i d  t h e  seminary has b u i l t  no new buildings o r  o ther  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  35 
yea r s  yars, During t h a t  tine, he said, enrollment a t  the seminary has more than 
doubled. 

"I hope t h a t  i n  t h e  near future, Southern Bap t i s t s  w i l l  take t h e  lead i n  helping 
t o  bui ld  new f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  those involved i n  t r a i n i n g  f o r  black Bapt is t  minis t r ies ,"  
Walker sa id .  

W i l l i a m  0.  Crews, pres ident  of Golden Gate Bapt is t  Theological Seminary i.n M i l l  
Valley, Calif . ,  emphasized the  school 's  in tens ive  e f f o r t s  of t r a i n i n g  church p lan te r s  
and leaders.  

He described t h e  seminary's loca t ion  a s  providing a na tu ra l  laboratory f o r  
t r a i n i n g  church planters .  

The pres ident  of another seminary -- Landrum P. Leavell I1 of New Orleans Bapt is t  
Theological Seminary -- s a i d  he is proud of h i s  f acu l ty ,  whom he described as committed 
t o  t h e  Bible, t h e  Bapt is t  Faith and Message and t h e  seminary's A r t i c l e s  of Bel ief .  

Leavell a l s o  s a i d  every New Orleans Seminary facu l ty  member is a t i t h e r  and a 
t e e t o t a l e r .  "You t r y  t h a t  on your deacons and then you come a n d ' c r i t i c i z e  my facul ty ,"  
he added. 

I n  her f i n a l  repor t  as executive d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Southern Bapt is t  Woman's 
Missionary Union. Carolyn Weatherford of Birmingham, Ala,, out l ined some of the  
accompl'ishments t ha t  have taken place during her 15-year tenure  a t  t h e  WMU. 

Weatherford credi ted  the  women end g i r l e  involved i n  t h e  WMU with thore  
clccomplishments, which include moving t o  a new loca t ion ,  increasing communications, 
c r e a t i n g  an endowment fund and beginning toure  of miesion f i e l d s .  

V h e  WMU is an auxiliary t o  the  convention, but it is never auxiliary t o  churches 
or t o  the  d e n o m i n a t i ~ n , ~  she said. 

Lynn E. May Jr.,  executive d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Hi s to r i ca l  Commission 
in  Nashville, said his  agency is etrongly supportive of mieeions and evangelism. 

He cited archival support and materials provided by t h e  His to r i ca l  Commission. 
'We also provide recording and i n t e r p r e t i n g  of Southern Bap t i s t s '  grea t  he r i t age  of 
missions and ~ a n g e l i s m , ~  /on 
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Also providing h i s  f i n a l  r e p o r t  as a SBC agency execut ive,  Darold H. Morgan. 
pres ident  of t h e  Annuity Board i n  Dall~ls. s a i d  1988 was one of t h e  b e s t  yea r s  
experi-enced by t h a t  agency. 

Morgan descr ibed  t h e  Annuity Board's mission as f r e e i n g  Southern B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r s  
and mis s iona r i e s  from "concern about re t i rement  and insurance s o  they can concen t r a t e  
on doing t h e  work o f  minis t ry ,"  

Roy L. Honeycutt. p r e s iden t  of Southern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary i n  
L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky., began his presen ta t ion  by present ing  t h e  seminary's E.Y. Mullin 
Denonlinati.ona1 Service Award t o  R. Kei th Parks, p re s iden t  of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
Foreign Mission Board. 

Honeycutt s a i d  h i s  school wants t o  serve all Southern Bap t i s t s .  no t  j u s t  a p a r t  of 
Southern Bap t i s t s .  "We l i v e  w i th  t h e  family," he sa id .  We s u f f e r  wi th  t h e  family. 
We hope wi th  t h e  family. We work wi th  the family." 

H e  s a i d  Southern Seminary is charac te r ized  by academic exce l lence  t h a t  is  bound t o  
a world vision of the  gospel.  "Chris t  came t o  t ake  away our s i n s ,  no t  our minds." he  
s a i d .  

Russe l l  H. Dildey Jr., p re s iden t  of Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary i n  
Fort Worth. Texas, c a l l e d  the denomination's l a r g e s t  seminary Itan amazement t o  all t h e  
world1' wi th  more than  5.000 s tuden t s .  

Dilday compared t h a t  enrol lment  w i th  an average of 280 s t u d e n t s  i n  seminaries  of 
a l l  denominations. 

"At Southwestern, we unapologet ica l ly  combine t h e  uncompromising s tudy of theology 
wi th  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  ministry." Dilday sa id .  'When s tuden t s  come t o  
Southwestern, they t ake  a c l a s s i c a l  s tudy of theology and a t  t h e  same time they l e a r n  
how t o  lead  someone t o  Jesus using t h e  Roman Road t o  s a l v a t i o n  plan." 

Larry Lewis, p re s iden t  of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Miesion Board i n  At lan ta ,  
repor ted  on Southern B a p t i s t  work i n  Canada on behalf  of t h e  convent ion 's  s p e c i a l  
Canadian s tudy commit t ee .  

*'In 1977. we d id  a good t h i n g  i n  breaking down t h e  geographical  and psychological  
barriers between t h e  United S t a t e s  and Canada," L e w i s  s a i d  i n  r epo r t ing  t h a t  more t h a n  
100 Bap t i s t  churches now t h r i v e  i n  Canada. 

I n  h i s  r e p o r t ,  J a m e ~  M. Dunn, execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Baptist J o i n t  Committee on 
Publ ic  Affairs i n  Washington, D.C.. s a i d  t he  BJC staff was hdeeply m w e d  by t h e  
r ea f f i rma t ion  you voted t o  u s  yesterday." 

On Wednesday, messengers had voted not  t o  withdraw funds from the BJC. 

"This was w i d e n c e  of the  s t r o n g  cont inuing Southern B a p t i s t  support  of t h e  
B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee, 'I Dunn s a i d .  

I n  h i s  r e p o r t ,  Dunn noted t h a t  " the climate has changed regard ing  r e l i g i o n  i n  
pub l i c  schools11 and s a i d  t h e  BJC had been "intrumental i n  shaping t h a t  new 
perspect ive."  

Dunn s a i d  t h e  new focus is on "what can be done i n  public schools  r a t h e r  than what 
can ' t  be donem regard ing  r e l i g i o n .  

Dunn a l s o  noted t h e  BJC s t a f f ' s  involvement i n  new denominational access  t o  t h e  
I n t e r n a l  Revenue Service.  He s a i d  a c o a l i t i o n  of church groups was lobbying t o  r e s t o r e  
c h a r i t a b l e  t a x  deduct ions f o r  non-itemizers and p ra i sed  t he  work of O l ive r  S."Buzzn 
Thomas. BJC genera l  counsel ,  who h a s  served as chairman of t h e  c o a l i t i o n ,  

Dunn encouraged messengers t o  make an e f f o r t  t o  understand t he  ' * d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  of 
t h e  ~ a ~ t i s t  J o i n t  Committeeh i n  t h e  a r e a s  of r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  and church and,:state 
issues. 

I t  

I n  what had become a cont inuing  debate dur ing  t h e  convention, messenger Jimmy 
Gentry of Owensboro, Ky.,,asked Dunn about d i screpancies  between h i s  r e p o r t  and t h a t  of 
Public A f f a i r s  Commission chairman Samuel T. Curr in  of Raleigh, N.C. 

--more-- 
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Dunn used s t a t i s t i c s  from the convent ion 's  1988 annual t o  r e p o r t  SBC c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
t o  BJC. 

'We're s o  much b igger  than a l o t  of t hese  smal le r  B a p t i s t  denominations,ll Dunn 
sa id .  'We're hardly gi-ving our f a i r  share." 

Dunn s a i d  he would respond t o  a request  t o  send t h e  BJC1s f u l l  f i n a n c i a l  statement 
t o  each of t h e  denomination's s t a t e  pub i i ca t  ions.  

A1vi.n C. Shackleford. vice  pres ident  f o r  publ ic  r e l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  SBC execut ive  
committee and d i r e c t o r  of B a p t i s t  Press ,  repor ted  t h a t  two new Bap t i s t  state  papers had 
been s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  pas t  year i n  t h e  Dakota and Montana Bap t i s t  fe l lowships.  

"Thank you f o r  suppor t ing  your s t a t e  B a p t i s t  papers." Shackleford said. "The 
importance of sha r ing  information i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  and e s s e n t i a l  i n  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. 

John Erickson. genera l  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  American B ib le  Society.  New York, N.Y., 
t o l d  messengers t h a t  the recent  otrife i n  China had not  i n t e r f e r e d  wi th  pub l i ca t ion  of 
B ib l e s  i n  Nanjing, 

"Bibles are be ing  p r in t ed  i n  Nanjing a t  t h e  r a t e  of 60-75.000 per  month, and about 
880,000 have been p r i t ned  s i n c e  November 1987," Erickson sa id .  

Also, he sa id .  llGod i s  answering our prayeers  beyond b e l i e f  i n  t h e  USSR and 
Eas te rn  Europe. More than  500 churches have been reopened i n  the pas t  year ,  and new 
churches a r e  being b u i l t . "  

H e  s a i d  t h e  ABS has j u s t  launched a major "Gif t s  of Lovet1 appeal  i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  t o  he lp  provide one m i l l i o n  s c r i p t u r e s  f o r  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  USSR and E a ~ t e z n  
Europe and now has been challenged by Russian church l e a d e r s  i n  Moscow t o  he lp  supply 
20 m i l l i o n  B ib le s  f o r  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  t h e  Soviet  Union. 

Russian church l e a d e r s  s a i d  t h e r e  would be no t r o u b l e  i n  g e t t i n g  Bib les  i n t o  t h e  
Soviet  Union. and they would be distributed fairly and equ i t ab ly  t o  people throughout 
a l l  of t h e  country,  Erickson sa id .  

A t  t h e  end of bus ines s  s e s s ions ,  messenger Robert Wheeler of C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  Va.. 
requested t h a t  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home and Foreign Mission Boards recons ider  t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n s  on appoin t ing  divorced persons as messengers. 

The reques t  wag r e f e r r e d  t o  the two boards. 

Vines gaveled t h e  s e s s i o n s  t o  a close more than  two hours earlier than 
an t i c ipa t ed .  
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SBC r e -e lec t s  Vines , 
OKs $137.2 mi l l ion  budget By Roy J e n n i n g ~  

SBC Wrepup 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., June 15 -- Messengers t o  t h e  132nd Southern Bap t i s t  Convention 
re-elected president  J e r r y  Vines, approved a $137.2 mi l l ion  budget. received program 
repor t s  from 18 agencies and an auxi l ia ry .  and took pos i t ions  on i s sues  ranging from 
racism t o  support of C h i n e ~ e  Chr is t ians .  

The convention theme. "Going, Weeping; Sowing. Reaping,'' was developed through 
th ree  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  addresses and oppor tuni t ies  f o r  witnessing i n  t h e  Las Vegas area. 

The three-day meeting a t t r a c t e d  20,423 messengers, making it t h e  s ix th- larges t  i n  
the  history of the  dencrnination and t h e  l a r g e s t  west of San Antonio, Texas, 

President  Vines. pas tor  of F i r s t  Baptist Church, Jacksomrille,  Fla., won a second 
ne-year term by defea t ing  Daniel Vestal.  pastor of Dunwoody Baptist Church i n  suburban 

Atlanta.  The v o t e  was 10,754 - 8,248. 

Messengers chose Junior  H i l l ,  a Hartselle. Ma. ,  evangeliat, as first vice 
pres ident ,  and Ernest B, Myers, executive director of Nevada Baptist Convention, Reno, 
a s  second vice president .  

Given new one-year terms were Martin Bradley, recording secre tary .  and Lee Porter ,  
regi~tration secre tary .  Both l i v e  in Nashville, Tenn. 

Vestal,  who campaigned on a theme of freedom, l e f t  open t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of running 
f o r  the  presidency i n  1990 a t  New Orleans. H e  said he would ta lk  with his congregation 
and family before  making his decision.  

During t h e  pregident ia l  address and i n  a news conference following re-elect ion,  
Vines pledged t o  r e s t o r e  joy t o  the  14.8-million-member denomination through an 
emphasis on personal wangelism. 

President  Vines a c t i v e l y  pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  a giant Southern Baptist witnessing 
e f f  r t  i n  the  Las Vegas a r e a  before and during the  convention. 

The 2.025 volunteers  v i s i t e d  120.000 homes, discovered 5.000 prospects  fo r  
Southern Bapt is t  churches and led 470 persons t o  f a i t h  i n  Christ .  

On the issue of controversy in t he  denomination. Vines sa id ,  "Administrators and 
trustees of our i n s t i t u t i o n s  clearly underetand the  d i rec t ion  which Southern Baptistst 
want t o  go. 

"I bel ieve  the process of theological renewal is underway. I a m  confident that i n  
a loving and Christlike manner, the  theological  problems i n  God's good time w i l l  be 
resolved. " 

For t h e  first time in  recent years, the basic operat ion portion of the new budget 
is almost $3 million beluw the current budget and r e f l e c t s  an e f f o r t  t o  budget on the  
basis of current  g iv ing levele .  

The $2,500,000 i n  t h e  capital needs sec t ion  of the budget was designated f o r '  
paying off the  indebtedness of t h e  four-year-old Southern Bapt is t  Convention Building 
i n  Na~hville. / a /  



Funding of a major c a p i t a l  needs program of almost $23 mi l l ion  f o r  e igh t  agencies 
was deferred f o r  one year. 

After approving t h e  budget without debate, messengers sought unsuccessful ly by a 
vote  of 5,198 t o  6.034 t o  rescind the  ac t ion  and reassign $200,000 of the  $391,796 
a l l o c a t i o n  of t h e  Bap t i s t  J o i n t  Committee of Public A f f a i r s  t o  t h r e e  o ther  agencies. 

The ac t ion  was pa r t  of a running d ispute  between l eaders  of t h e  Bapt is t  J o i n t  
Committee funded by nine Bapt is t  bodies, including t h e  SBC, and t h e  new Southern 
Bap t i s t  Public A f f a i r s  Committee which has minority representa t ion  on the Washington- 
based agency. 

The f l a p  erupted during t h e  convention when Samuel T. Currin, chairman of PAC. 
lamented t h a t  t h e  SBC provided 90 percent of t h e  funding of t h e  Bap t i s t  J o i n t  Committee 
but  had only 33 percent  of t h e  representa t ion  on t h e  agency board. 

James M. Dunn. B J C  executive d i rec to r ,  contended the  PAC repor t  maligned and 
misrepresented h i s  agency. H e  s a i d  the SBC provides 60 percent,  not  90 percent,  of h i s  
agency's budget and the  f i g u r e  would drop t o  53 percent next year.  

Currin r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  1987-88 r epor t s  supported h i s  posi t ion.  but  Dunn s a i d  
those reports d id  not  r e f l e c t  h i s  t o t a l  budget. 

I n  con t ras t  t o  the t i f f  between t h e  BJC and PAC. the repor t  of the Foreign Mission 
Board warned messengers their goal of proclaiming the  gospel t o  every person i n  t h e  
world by the  year 2000 would f a i l  unless  they make a rad ica l  commitment. 

Mission board President  Kei th  Parks of Richmond. Va., c a l l e d  on Southern Bap t i s t s  
t o  put a s ide  self-indulgence; redevelop a passion f o r  t h e  world and l a y  down t h e i r  
lives f o r  the  sake of the  gospel. 

While pleading f o r  more prayers,  m i s s i o n ~  giving and missionaries.  Parks contended 
Southern Bap t i s t s  have not  decided whether it i s  worth the  cos t  t o  reach the  world f o r  
Chr is t .  

Southern Baptists have 3.855 missionaries and 10,000 volunteers  serving i n  116 
countr ies .  Parks  aid. The miss ionar ies  baptized an average of 51 new Chris t ians  each 
in 1988, Parks reported. 

The repor t  of t h e  Home Mission Board reported the largest: number of new church 
s t a r t s  s ince  1968 and the  most new home missionaries commissioned s ince  1845. 

President  Larry Lewis s a i d  t h e  Atlanta-based agency led i n  s t a r t i n g  1,248 new 
churches and commissioned 733 new missionaries.  increas ing the  total t o  3.827. 

Messengers adopted 10 r e so lu t ions  without major change a f t e r  a motion t o  approve 
seven remaining reso lu t ions  as a group without debate f a i l e d  by only 14 votes. A t o t a l  
of 54 reso lu t ions  were proposed. 

Several messengers sought t o  amend resolu t ions  on racism and oupport of Chinese 
Chr is t ians  t o  include condemnation of apartheid i n  South Africa. 

The reso lu t ion  on r a c i m  affirmed meseengers' i n t e n t i o n  of standing publicly and 
pr iva te ly  f o r  racial j u s t i c e  and d u a l i t y .  c a l l e d  fo r  Southern Bap t i s t s  t o  repent of 
any pas t  b igot ry  and pray f o r  those  caught i n  i ts  clutches,  and asked agenciea and 
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i n e t i t u t i o n a  t o  t r y  t o  increase  r a c i a l  and e thnic  representat ion.  

The reso lu t ion  encouraging laws regula t ing  abort ion ca l l ed  f o r  1egislatj .on t o  
r e s t r i c t  the  p rac t i ce  of induced abort ion,  including prohibi t ing  abor t ion  except t o  
prevent the imminent death of the  mother. 

I n  a  statement on China and t h e  support of Chinese Chr is t ians ,  messengers ca l led  
f o r  prayer f o r  a  peaceful so lu t ion  t o  the c r i s i s ,  f o r  Chinese Chr is t ians  a s  they 
experience change and f o r  t h e  spread of the  gospel throughout t h a t  nation. 

Other r e so lu t ions  c a l l e d  f o r  loca l ,  s t a t e  and federa l  governments t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
t a s k  force  t o  address t h e  problems of drugs and violence, affirmed unswerving 
commitment t o  absolute  personal i n t e g r i t y ,  urged support of the In te rna t iona l  Year of 
Bible Reading i n  1990, and expressed s t rong support f o r  such proposals as a na t iona l  
c o a l i t i o n  t o  conduct a nat ional  campaign agains t  drunk driving. 

I n  other  ac t ions ,  t h e  messengers apprwed Executive Committee recommendations for 
t he  convention t o  meet i n  Dallas, Texas, June 17-19, 1997; Atlanta,  Ga., June 15-17, 
1999, and New Orleans, La., June 12-14, 2001, and recognized Carolyn Weatherford, 
r e tu rn ing  executive d i r e c t o r  of Woman's Missionary Union, f o r  15 years of outstanding 
leadership.  She r e t i r e s  i n  August. 

A proposal f o r  t h e  Executive Committee t o  c r e a t e  a new Religious Liberty 
Conrmissi.on was withheld u n t i l  t h e  1990 meeting st t h e  reduest of President Vines i n  t h e  
i n t e r e s t  of a convention focus on missions and evangelism. 

A t  an organiza t ional  meeting the  Executive Committee e l ec ted  Sam W. Pace of 
Lawtan, Okla., chairman; Paul P ress le r  of Houston, Texas, vice-chairman. and Fred H. 
Wolfe of Mobile Ala., recording secre tary .  

Later ,  messengers chose Wolfe. pas tor  of Cottage H i l l  Bapt is t  Church, t o  preach 
the  annual convention sermon i n  1990 i n  New Orleans and named Jimmy Jackson, pastor  of 
Whitesburg Bap t i s t  Church, Huntmi.lle,  Ala., as t he  a l t e r n a t e  preacher. 

John McKay of Hurst ,  Texas, was se lec ted  t o  lead t h e  music. 

Sermons by President Vines, Morris Chapman, pastor  of First Bapt is t  Church, 
Wichita F a l l s ,  Texas, and Charles Stanley, pas tor  of ~ i r s t  Bapt is t  Church, At lanta ,  
provided much of the i n s p i r a t i o n  and challenge. 

President Vines s a i d  Southern Bap t i s t s  have s e t t l e d  t h e i r  disagreement over the  
Bible  and must ncw emphasize personal wangelism. 

"It's time f o r  a l l  of us  t o  sow the seedsn he sa id .  ''If you want t o  Bee t h e  joy 
put back i n  your church, ge t  involved with sowing and reaping. 

"Let the  president  run the nat ion ,  l e t  congress pass the  laws, l e t  Wall S t r e e t  
handle t he  f inances,  l e t  Vegas put on the shows, but l e t ' s  you and I be winners of 
souls ,  going a s  t h e  Lord has commanded us  t o  go." 

Chapman, who preached the annual convention sermon, c a l l e d  on professors a t  
Bapt is t  col leges ,  schools ,  and seminaries t o  l i v e  up t o  t h e i r  titles by professing 
their f a i t h  i n  the classroome. 

Bapt is t  schools  need p r  f e ~ s o r s  who be l i eve  i n  the v i r g i n  b i r t h  of Chr i s t ,  i n  t h e  
Bible as the insp i red ,  infallible, i ne r ran t  word of God, i n  the s a c r i f i c i a l ,  a toning 
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blood of C h r i s t  shed on the cross f o r  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of t h e  world, i n  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  
of Jesus from the  grave, and in t h e  g lor ious  second corning of Jesus, Chapman declared.  

Chapman c a l l e d  f o r  a moratorium on name bashing and cha rac t e r  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  
denomination, emphagizing t h e  denomination was not  a demolition derby. 

Stanley t o l d  t h e  messengers t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  p a r t n e r s  i s  t o  lead people t o  
be set  f r e e  from the  bondage t h a t  is des t roying  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l i v e s .  

Thousands of C h r i s t i a n s  are burdened by t h e  misconception t h a t  t h e i r  acceptance by 
God is based upon performance, S tan ley  said. 

Those who walk t h e  a i s l e s  t o  rededica te  themselves a r e  r e a l l y  looking f o r  freedom 
from guilt, he explained. 

I'They a r e  going t o  keep coming down t h e  a i d e  u n t i l  God sets them f r e e .  What they 
need is freedom, not  r e d e d i c a t i ~ n . ~ ~  

Seminary alumni luncheons and a round of sermons a t  a conference of Southern 
B a p t i s t  e v a n g e l i s t s  were sandwiched between se s s ions  of t h e  convention. 

The conference f ea tu red  sermons from such no tab le s  a s  Independent Bap t i s t  pastor 
J e r r y  Falwell; E.V. Hill of Los Angeles; evangel i s t  Rick Stanley of Fort  Walton Beach, 
Fla., step-brother of E l v i s  P r e ~ l e y ;  and evange l i s t  Arthur B l e s s i t t ,  who appeared wi th  
a large wooden c ros s ,  

Carrying the c ros s ,  B l e s s i t t  l e d  about 500 on a witness ing  march t o  t h e  Lag Vegas 
s t r i p  fol lowing h i s  sermon. 

While open gambling and a p l e tho ra  of s l o t  machineo i n  convention ho te l s ,  r a i s e d  

t h e  eyebrows of many messengers i n i t i a l l y ,  they s w i f t l y  ad jus t ed  t o  t h e  c u l t u r e ,  
packing t h e  meeting h a l l s  and r e s t au ran t s .  

Dealers repor ted  an absence of Southern Baptiste i n  t h e i r  ca s inos  and the presence 
of a 1 t of wi tness ing  pamplets. 

..-3 0-- 
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~t Convent i o n  
In a v a r i e t y  of i s s u e s  during t h e  three-day meeting. 

Only two of those motions resulted i n  ballot votea.  Most were re fe r r ed ,  postponed 
o r  ru l ed  out of order .  

On Wednesday, messengers r e j e c t e d  a motion t o  reconsider  t h e  convention budget 
they had approved j u s t  24 hours e a r l i e r .  

Almost 54 percent  of messengers vo t ing  turned  down a moti.on by Char l i e  Waller of 
Bumpass, Va., t o  recons ider  the budget. 

Waller introduced a motion Tuesday t o  d i v e r t  $350,000 from t h e  Washington-based 
B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Public A f f a i r s  t o  Southeastern Bap t i s t  Theological  Seminary 
i n  Wake Fores t ,  N.C. Before messengers could v o t e  on t h a t  ac t ion ,  they  had t o  agree t o  
recons ider  the  budget. 

On Wednesday. Waller announced plans t o  amend h i s  o r i g i n a l  motion. He s a i d  he 
intended t o  s u b s t i t u t e  a motion t h a t  had been introduced by another messenger. 

That motion -- made by Kenneth R. Barnet t ,  a Southern Bap t i s t  Executive Committee 
member from Denver. Cola. -- called f o r  removing $200,000 from t h e  convent ion 's  
a l l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  BJC and r e -a l loca t ing  it t o  four  o the r  Southern Bap t i s t  e n t i t i e s  -- 
$60.000 t o  t h e  Foreign Mission Board, $50,000 t o  t h e  Home Mission Board, $50,000 t o  t h e  
Publ ic  A f f a i r s  Committee and $40,000 t o  the C h r i s t i a n  Life Commission. 

During debate on whether t o  recons ider  t h e  budget, Adrian Rogers, a pas t  SPC 
pres iden t  from Memphis, Tenn., spoke 5.n favor of recons idera t ion .  'We have marched 
around t h i s  i s s u e  (funding of the  BJC) s o  many t imes , '  he sa id .  "the body now needs t o  
speak." 

But Frank Ingraham of Frankl in.  Tenn., who j u s t  r o t a t e d  o f f  t h e  Executive 
Committee, urged messengers not  t o  d i s rup t  t h e  convention's "very i n t r i c a t e  budget 
process .n To do so,  he said, '"would be t o  favor  those who a r e  t h e  most winsome a t  t h e  
moment and not  those programs the convention has set as p r i o r i t i e s . "  

Messengers r e j e c t e d  the budget reconaidera t ion  on a 6,034-5.198 vote.  

The o t h e r  b a l l o t  vo te  came i n  connection wi th  a recommendation t o  refer a number 
of motions t o  the Execut ive Committee. 

Pat Pearce of North Carol ina introduced an amendment t o  s epa ra t e  h i s  motion on t h e  
schedul ing  of t h e  convent ion 's  p r e s i d e n t ' s  address  from t h e  o the r  motions t h a t  were t o  
be re fe r r ed .  H i s  amendment was defea ted  5,247-5.206. 

Messengers agreed t o  postpone a motion introduced by Joe  Arthur of For t  Worth, 
Texas, t o  remwe C u r t i s  W. Caine of Jackson, Miss.. from s e r v i c e  on t h e  Chr i s t i an  Life 
Commission . 

The Committee on Order of Business s a i d  this delay would allow time f o r  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  l e g a l  r ami f i ca t ions  of removing a CLC commissioner. as wel l  a s  
providing Caine a time f o r  response. 

Statements  reportedly made by Caine during t h e  [;LC's annual meeting l a s t  Septemb r 
set o f f  a flury of controversy.  

Caine r epo r t ed ly  c a l l e d  Martin Luther  King Jr. a "fraudn and s a i d  "apartheid i n  
South A f r i c a  ... doesn ' t  e x i s t  anymore and wae b e n e f i c i a l  when it did." He also is 
reported t o  have made c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s ta tements  about t h e  i s s u e s  of hunger and peace. 

Messengers approved a motion r e l a t e d  t o  f u t u r e  changes i n  SBC agency program and 
purpose s tatements .  The motion, introduced by Jim Lemons of Dal las ,  calls f o r  p r i n t i n g  
both t h e  o r i g i n a l  and t h e  r ev i sed  forme of the s ta tements  i n  t h e  SBC Book of Rep rts 
and/or t h e  d a i l y  SBC Bulletin, 

Among motions referred t o  the Executive Committee was one on a nmemorialll from t h e  
B a p t i ~ t  General Association of  Virgin ia .  
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Neal T. Jones, pas t  BGAV pres ident  from F a l l s  Churh, Va., asked messengers t o  
rece ive  and respond t o  the  formal statement of concerns about t h e  "present c r i s i s  i n  
Southern Bapt is t  l i fe" t h a t  was approved by Virgin ia  B a p t i s t s  during t h e i r  annual s t a t e  
meeting l a s t  November. 

It l ists  f o r  discusoion duestions r e l a t e d  t o  communication, trustee and committee 
representa t ion ,  r e so lu t ions  and public  pronouncements, and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  SBC 
Cooperative Program un i f i ed  budget. 

A motion by Rudy C. Yakym Jr., a Christian Life Cammission commissioner from 
Mishewake, Ind., t o  consider expanding t h e  program statement of h i s  agency rather than 
establish a Religious Liberty Commission was r e fe r red  t o  t h e  Executive Committee. 

Yakym moved rha t  the  Executive Cowmittee study t h e  " f e a s i b i l i t y  and a d v i s a b i l i t y  
of foregoing i ts recommendation t o  e s t a b l i s h  a Religious Liberty Commission and instead 
expand the  program statement and budget of the  Chr i s t i an  Life  Commission t o  include t h e  
proposed duties o f  t h e  Religious Liberty Commission." 

The motion also c a l l s  f o r  the  Executive Committee t o  repor t  i t s  f indings  t o  the  
1990 SBC annual meeting i n  New Orleans. 

The Executive Committee a l s o  will review motions on r e so lu t ions  during SBC annual 
meetings, establishment of a committee on the Bapt is t  F a i t h  and Message and evaluat ion 
of church representa t ion  a t  f u t u r e  conventions. 

All motions that would remuire changes i n  SBC bylaws -- including cells t o  amend 
rules for  t h e  Committee on Nominations, t o  a l t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  and service  of convention 
o f f i c e r s  and t o  change the  schedule of business a t  annual meetings -- were r e fe r red  t o  
the Executive Committee, 

Also r e fe r red  t o  t h a t  body were all motions r h a t  would a f f e c t  f u t u r e  convention 
arrangements, such as meeting dates and locat ions .  

Motions concerning specific SBC agencies and i n e t i t u t i o n s  were referred t o  thoae 
cmtitiee. 

Ruled out of order  were motions to reconsider  a 1988 SBC r e so lu t ion  on the 
p r i e s t h  od of t h e  bel iever:  t o  censure the Executive Committee f o r  an a c t i o n  it took i n  
opposi t ion to a t e l e v i s i o n  broadcast produced by commentator Bill Moyers; t o  ask 
mees ngers t o  r e f r a i n  from "fr ivolous applausen during the  annual meeting; t o  gi.ve 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  the  Committee on Order of Business; and t o  prohibit saving Beats on t h e  
convention f loor .  


