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HMB s t a f f  f i n d s  unexpected 
m i n i s t r i e s  in miss ions  plunge By Mark Wingfield N -  Hfl8 

I SAN FRANCISCO ( B ~ ) - - m e  man sprawled i n  t h e  g u t t e r ,  head r e s t i n g  on t h e  curb and f e e t  
s t r e t c h e d  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t .  B r igh t  red  blood oozed from mul t i p l e  wounds on h i s  d i r t y  f ace ,  t h e  
r e s u l t  of  being beaten by a fe l low s t r e e t  person. 

Larry Lewis, p r e s iden t  of  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Home Mission Board, stooped a t  t h e  curb t o  
a s se s s  t h e  man's cond i t i on .  Lewis took t h e  man's l e f t  hand between h i s  own and began t o  calm 
him, while  someone cal led f o r  an ambulance. 

A s  t h e  man l a y  groaning ,  d i s o r i e n t e d  by t h e  blows and dazed by drunkenness, he had no i d e a  
who was reaching  o u t  t o  he lp  him. Lewis stumbled onto t h e  s t r a n g e r  while  walking through 
downtown San Francisco dur ing  a Home Mission Board urban t r a i n i n g  event.  

The five-day t r e k  was planned a s  a hands-on look at minis t ry  in America's c i t ies .  However, 
t h e  s t o p  was no t  on t h e  schedule.  

Kar l  Ortis, d i r e c t o r  o f  miss ions  f o r  San Francisco Peninsula B a p t i s t  Associat ion,  joined 
Lewis i n  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  man, a Sioux Indian  who l i ved  i n  a tent v i l l a g e  across  from City  Hall. 

Seeing t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  Lewis and Ortis, another passerby stopped t o  help.  He is an 
unemployed nurse ,  unable t o  work because he i s  dying o f  AIDS. 

Lewis and Ortis he ld  t h e  i n ju red  man up while t h e  nurse coaxed him t o  d r ink  a cup of water  
ga thered  from a nearby Burger King. 

While wa i t i ng  f o r  h e l p  to a r r i v e ,  Lewis ta lked  with t h e  in jured  man, who dr ibbled  s a l i v a  and 
blood every time he opened h i s  mouth. With bare hands, Lewis held a napkin up t o  wipe away t h e  
f l u i d  each time. 

! People pass ing  on t h e  s idewalk u t t e r e d  d i sgus t  over  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  proclaiming t h e i r  d i s l i k e  
f o r  t h e  s t r e e t  people and t h e  burden they caused soc i e ty .  

When t h e  paramedics a r r i v e d ,  covered with long s l e e v e s  and rubber  g loves  t o  prevent  p o s s i b l e  
contaminat ion from AIDS, Lewis and Ortis stayed by t h e  man. They o f f e r ed  comforting words about 
God's l ove ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  man was i n  no condi t ion  t o  understand an e v a n g e l i s t i c  witness .  

Before t h e  paramedics took t h e  man away, Lewis wrapped h i s  arm around t h e  man's shoulder  and 
t h e  man reached o u t  h i s  a r m  around Lewis. Lewis hugged him and prayed with him, then placed a 
gospe l  t r a c t  i n  t h e  man's packet  f o r  him t o  find l a t e r .  

Meanwhile, inside the Burger King t h e  nurse had ordered a hamburger and f r i e s  and s a t  down 
nex t  t o  Bob and Barbara  Wiley. Wiley, HMB d i r e c t o r  of a s s o c i a t i o n a l  miss ions ,  also p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t h e  urban t r a i n i n g  event .  

The man asked Wlley about  Lewis and t h e  group he  was with. When Wiley explained 
C h r i s t i a n ,  t h e  man became de fens ive  and attempted t o  shock Wiley. 

" I ' m  gay and I ' v e  been diagnosed wi th  AIDS," t h e  man said. U 
w l l m  s o r r y  to hear t h a t .  I have a nephew.who a l s o  is dying with AIDS," Wiley calmly 

r e p l i e d  . 
--more-- 
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That b u i l t  a b r idge  t h a t  allowed him t o  t a l k  about J e sus  with t h e  man. The two bantered  f o r  
about 15 minutes and then  had t o  p a r t .  

"May I pray f o r  you before  we leave?,' Wiley asked. 

"If y o u ' l l  l ~ t  me hug you,,, t h e  man r ep l i ed .  

Wiley prayed b r i e f l y  f o r  t h e  man's phys ica l  and sp i r i t ua l  cond i t i on  and then t h e  two 
embraced i n  a warm, b ro the r ly  hug. 

These unexpected encounters  were j u s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  five-day "plungev i n t o  San Franc isco  by 
HMB personnel  and s t u d e n t s  from Golden Gate B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary. Planned o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
f o r  obse rva t ion  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  included feeding t h e  homeless, v i s t i n g  a v a r i e t y  of  churches,  

- walking t h e  streets of t h e  i n n e r  c i t y  and observing t h e  c i t y ' s  annual Gay Parade. 

Conference coo rd ina to r  Larry Rose s a i d  t h e  annual event  pu t s  s t u d e n t s  and missions l e a d e r s  
i n  touch wi th  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  urban minis t ry .  The HMB has t a rge t ed  San Francisco and 4 3  o t h e r  
U.S. met ropol i tan  a r e a s  as Mega Focus Ci t ies ,  where 5 1  percent  of  t h e  na t ion ' s  popula t ion  w i l l  
l i v e  by t h e  yea r  2000. 

--3o-- 
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Var ie ty  o f  methods r equ i r ed  t o  N -  ftMB B a p t i s t  P re s s  
reach  c i t i e s ,  l e a d e r s  observe  By Mark Wingfield 6/30/89 

SAN FRANCISCO (BPI--After a five-day plunge i n t o  San Francisco,  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board emerged convinced they must use  a v a r i e t y  of  approaches t o  win 
America's c i t i e s  f o r  C h r i s t .  

The group, i nc lud ing  p r e s i d e n t  Larry Lewis, p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an urban t r a i n i n g  event  
sponsored by t h e  HMB1s m s  t r o p o l i t a n  missions department and Golden Gate B a p t i s t  Theologic a1 
Seminary i n  nearby M i l l  Val ley,  Ca l i f .  

From e a r l y  morning t o  l a t e  n i g h t  each day, t h e  group t r ave l ed  throughout t h e  San Franc isco  
Bay area .  They v i s i t e d  both Southern B a p t i s t  and non-Southern B a p t i s t  churches,  walked t h e  i n n e r  
c i t y  s treets  and fed t h e  homeless. 

Larry Rose, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  HMB1s Mega Focus Cit ies  program, s a i d  San Francisco is  a 
microcosm of America's c i t i e s  i n  l i f e s t y l e  and ways o f  thinking.  Learning what works i n  San 

, - Francisco  w i l l  h e l p  Southern B a p t i s t s  min i s t e r  i n  a r e a s  such a s  New York C i ty ,  Chicago, Houston, 
Dallas-Fort  Worth, A t l a n t a ,  Phoenix o r  S t .  Louis,  he s a i d .  

" I f  one could l e a r n  t o  reach  San Francisco,  one could l e a r n  t o  reach  a l l  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  
' 

world,, ' Golden Gate p r e s i d e n t  William Crews t o l d  t h e  group. 

Through t h e  five-day t o u r ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  encountered a t  l e a s t  e i g h t  s p e c i f i c  cha l l enges  o f  
t h e  c i t i e s :  

. , -- Closed doors .  Most o f  t h e  three-s tory  row houses compacted i n t o  San Franc isco ' s  46 
.- . 

- '  . , square  miles are guarded by i r o n  g a t e s  and alarms. Visitors must g a i n  permission t o  e n t e r .  
3 . + ,  ,?'< - .  .- 

. . .  P a s t o r s  t o l d  t h e  group t h i s  makes p r i v a t e  homes o f f  limits t o  s t r a n g e r s .  Evange l i s t i c  

- .. , . .. - v i s i t a t i o n  teams are l i k e l y  t o  h e a r  t h e  response one p a s t o r  r e c e n t l y  g o t  through an intercom: 
. . .  

*,< - - - -.- - "Nobody's home here." 
c; 5.;  
. . f .  ..+ .-1 

. . -- Ethnic  d i v e r s i t y .  The 52 churches and missions o f  San Francisco  Peninsula  B a p t i s t  
Assoc ia t ion  i n c l u d e  s i x  b lack  congrega t ions  and 30 non-English-speaking congregat ions.  

One o f  t h e  association's churches,  Nineteenth Avenue B a p t i s t  Church, m i n i s t e r s  i n  s i x  
languages:  Engl i sh ,  Arabic,  Cambodian, Cantonese, Japanese and Vietnamese. Another, F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church, counts  30 n a t i o n a l i t i e s  i n  its downtown congregation. 

--more-- 
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-- High c o s t s .  Nineteenth Avenue B a p t i s t  Church boas t s  s i x  congregat ions b u t  only n ine  
parking spaces because of h igh  proper ty  cos t s .  A s imple house next  door t o  t h e  church is 
c u r r e n t l y  l i s t e d  f o r  $350,000. 

Cornerstone Evangel ica l  B a p t i s t  Church, an independent Chinese congregat ion,  has begun 
accumulating s t o r e f r o n t  proper ty  which produces incone t o  support  t h e  church. 

Some of  t h e  s t o r e f r o n t s  a r e  r en t ed  t o  businesses.  Others ,  inc luding  a multi-purpose worship 
a r e a ,  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  church ' s  day c a r e  cen t e r .  "We c a n ' t  afford t o  keep our  proper ty  dormant 
du r ing  t h e  week,'' e x p l a i n s  p a s t o r  Chanson Lau. "We have t o  make use  of every inch." 

-- Transience. The Japanese congregat ion a t  Nineteenth Avenue, which averages 65 i n  
. . a t tendance ,  l o s t  26 members due t o  r e l o c a t i o n  l a s t  year .  Some go back t o  Japan;  some move on t o  

o t h e r  American c i t i e s  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  i n i t i a t e d  i n  San Francisco. 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, Nineteenth Avenue has  become a t r a i n i n g  ground f o r  mi s s iona r i e s ,  said 
p a s t o r  Tony Kuriyama. To d a t e ,  200 former members have re turned  t o  Japan, tak ing  a C h r i s t i a n  
wi tness  with them; 15 have begun fu l l - t ime  Chr i s t i an  min i s t ry  i n  t h a t  na t ion .  

-- S o c i a l  needs. "We could be a comfortable middle-class church, bu t  God has  c a l l e d  u s  t o  
, - reach  a l l  t h e  people. We a r e  c a l l e d  t o  be Samari tans,"  explained J. Alfred Smith, p a s t o r  of 

Allen Temple B a p t i s t  Church i n  Oakland. 

Smith r e c a l l e d  t h e  phys ic ian  who complained t o  him s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago: " I ' m  t i r e d  o f  doing 
your job. I have a l l  t h e s e  people coming t o  me with AIDS, and I have t o  be  both phys ic ian  and 
p r i e s t  because the church won't he lp  them." 

I 
I .  

To meet t h e  needs o f  i t s  predominantly black community, Allen Temple f i e l d s  a h o s t  o f  
I m i n i s t r i e s .  

-- D i f f e r e n t  l i f e s t y l e s .  San Franc isco  is well known f o r  f o s t e r i n g  t h e  Plower Children of  
t h e  1960s and t h e  ongoing Gay Rights  movement. P a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  urban t r a i n i n g  event  observed 
t h e  20th annual Gay Parade,  which drew an est imated 250,000 p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

The parade r o u t e  passed by F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, which sits on t h e  edge of  a gay community 
known as Castro. P a s t o r  James Higgs s a i d  h i s  congregat ion inc ludes  about 25 former homosexuals 
on an average Sunday. 

" A t  f i r s t  I cou ldn ' t  understand t h e  gays ,"  he t o l d  t h e  s tudy group. "Then I saw them as 
sons  and daughters  of  people l i k e  me and r e a l i z e d  someone needs t o  reach  them with t h e  gospel ."  

-- Rel ig ions .  Although 85 percent  of  San Francisco 's  populat ion is  considered unchurched, 
t h e  c i t y  is f i l l e d  wi th  churches. Every denomination, cu l t  and self-proclaimed prophet  has  a 
preaching po in t  here .  

San Franc isco  is t h e  c i t y  t h a t  produced J i m  Jones and t h e  Guyana Kool-Aid massacre i n  1978. 

The group v i s i t e d  Glide Memorial United Methodist Church near  downtown, which draws large 
- .  - crowds o f  people  Southern B a p t i s t s  have t r o u b l e  reaching with t h e  gospe l  -- t h e  homeless, 
. . . , . -  s i n g l e s ,  homosexuals. 

' +  . + ,-- 

- , . - ,  Pas to r  Cecil Williams preaches  a message o f  s e l f -he lp  and s o c i a l  ac t iv i sm t o  t h e s e  people, 
bu t  d i s t a n c e s  h imsel f  from an e v a n g e l i s t i c  witness .  

- : ., - 
:;4 ;; r; -- Competition o f  witness .  Monsignor John OtConnor, t h e  progress ive  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  Roman 

. .  . . . . . _  *,* Catho l i c  Basilica of San Franc isco ,  t o l d  participants t h a t  even evangelicals send c o n f l i c t i n g  
s i g n a l s  t o  t h e  unchurched. Although devoutly Roman Cathol ic ,  OtConnor preaches about a "personal  

. .  r l a t i o n s h i p  with J e s u s  C h r i s t w  and promotes home B ib l e  s tud i e s .  

"The d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  body o f  Christ is  a great scandal," he  said. "Therevs a tremendous 
hunger f o r  a u t h e n t i c  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  bu t  people d o n t t  know who t o  b e l i e v e  anymore." 

--more-- 
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San Francisco ,  t h e  met ropol i tan  a r eas  t a rge t ed  by Mega Focus Cit ies  
program are New C i ty ;  Los Angeles; Chicago; Phi lade lphia ;  Houston; n; D e t r o i t ;  Dallas-  
Fo r t  Worth; Washington; Miami; A t l an t a ;  S e a t t l e ;  Minneapolis;  San 

. Phoenix, Ariz .  ; St. Louis  ; Denver; Bal t imore;  Tampa, Fla. ; Pi t t sbu rgh ;  C inc inna t i ;  

Milwaukee; Sacramento, Ca l i f .  ; Kansas C i ty ,  Kan. ; Por t land ,  Wash.; Providence, R .I .; 
Columbus, Ohio; New Or leans ;  San Antonio, Texas; Norfolk, Va.; S a l t  Lake C i ty ;  Buffalo,  N.Y.; 
Hart ford ,  Conn.; C h a r l o t t e ,  N.C.; I nd i anapo l i s ;  Orlando, F la . ;  Oklahoma Ci ty ;  Rochester,  N.Y.;  
West Palm Beach, F l a .  ; Nashvi l le ;  Greensboro, N .C. ; Memphis, Tenn. 

--3o-- 

Reaching c i t i e s  is g r e a t e s t  B a p t i s t  P re s s  
cha l l enge  o f  ou r  day-- Lewis By Mark Wingfield 6/30/89 

SAN FRANCISCO ( B P ) - - ~ v T ~ ~  g r e a t e s t  cha l lenge  o f  ou r  day is  reaching  our  c i t i e s  f o r  Chr i s t , l l  
Larry Lewis s a i d  a f t e r  a five-day mission plunge i n t o  San Francisco. 

Lewis, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board, joined 13 o t h e r  HMB l e a d e r s  i n  
, an urban t r a i n i n g  even t  sponsored by t h e  board 's  met ropol i tan  missions department and Golden Gate 

B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary Mill Valley,  Ca l i f .  

Lewis made t h e  s t a t emen t  a f t e r  t r a v e l i n g  with t h e  group a l l  ove r  San Franc isco  -- v i s i t i n g  
urban churches of  v a r i o u s  f a i t h s ,  walking i n n e r  c i t y  s t ree ts ,  spending h a l f  a day feeding t h e  
homeless, observing t h e  c i t y ' s  annual Gay Parade and l i s t e n i n g  t o  concerns o f  mi s s iona r i e s  and 

. - pas to r s .  

'!The churches t h a t  a r e  succeeding are t h e  churches t h a t  a r e  minis te r ing .  Through min i s t ry ,  
t h e s e  churches a r e  b u i l d i n g  b r idges  and drawing crowds," he  s a i d .  

"We saw some churches t h a t  m i n i s t e r  t o  people 's  needs bu t  do l i t t l e  t o  impact t h e  g r e a t e r  
need o f  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  cond i t i on .  Other  churches a r e  f a i t h f u l l y  preaching bu t  are dying because 
they have made no rea l  e f f o r t  t o  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  needs of t h e i r  communities. 

"The churches t h a t  marry t h e  two -- wi tnes s  and min i s t ry  -- a r e  t h e  churches t h a t  are 
succes s fu l .  My dream is t h a t  every Southern B a p t i s t  church w i l l  become a min i s t ry  center . "  

Other  HMB l e a d e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  included Char les  Chaney, ex tens ion  s e c t i o n  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ;  
D a r r e l l  Robinson, evangelism s e c t i o n  v i c e  p re s iden t ;  Ken Car t e r ,  Bobby Sunderland and Doc Lindsey 
o f  t h e  evangelism s e c t i o n ;  Beverly H m a c k ,  Gerald Hutchinton and Nathan P o r t e r  o f  t h e  min i s t ry  
s e c t i o n ;  Bob Wiley, J e r e  Al len ,  Larry Rose, Bob Moore and E l l i s  Pitman o f  t h e  ex tens ion  s e c t i o n .  

Lewis donned whi te  Reeboks and a blue-and-white paper  h a t  on t h e  day t h e  group served lunch 
t o  homeless people. He and o t h e r s  s p e n t  nea r ly  fou r  hours  ca r ry ing  t r a y s  t o  those  unable t o  walk 
through t h e  s e r v i n g  l i n e  -- t h e  handicapped and mentally ill, t h e  young and aged. 

. - 
Robinson p u t  on an apron t o  work i n  t h e  s e rv ing  l i n e ,  s losh ing  bee r  s t ew  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e  

compartment o f  each t r a y ,  nex t  t o  chopped b rocco l i  and to s sed  sa lad .  

Like o t h e r s ,  Robinson at tempted t o  s h a r e  h i s  f a i t h  wi th  those  he served.  During one break 
i n  s e rv ing ,  he t a l k e d  wi th  a man dressed  i n  bell-bottom jeans  and Army f a t i g u e  v e s t  wi th  a red 
bandana around h i s  mussed h a i r  and s i l ve r - sp iked  bands around h i s  wrists. 

- ., "Whatls your name?" Robinson asked. 

., . .. . "John Daniel ,  t h e  man r ep l i ed .  
. . , - . , . 
. . -  "Well, you've g o t  two b i b l i c a l  names," Robinson s a i d ,  and l e d  i n t o  a simple p re sen ta t i on  o f  

'. - t h e  gospel .  
' 2  ' *  

'rk r.2 ;; 

. + . .. ._ .; When they  p a r t e d ,  t h e  man s a i d ,  'Would you pray f o r  me?" 

"I w i l l , "  Robinson repl ied .  
--more-- 
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On another  day t h e  group observed San Francisco 's  annual Cay Parade. This  y e a r ' s  20th 
anniversary  parade drew an es t imated  250,000 p a r t i c i p a n t s  from around t h e  world. 

Male couples  k i s s e d  each o t h e r ,  some men were dressed i n  drag,  and female coup.les cuddled as 
they marched down t h e  parade route .  Some women pushed s t r o l l e r s  o r  wagons with young ch i ld ren .  

The process ion  included e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  AIDS suppor t  groups and var ious  gay a c t i v i s t  
groups,  such a s  "Dikes from He l ln  and "Black and White Men Together." 

"The e x t e n t  o f  t h e  decadence of  humanity when s i n  abounds is  i l l u s t r a t e d  v i v i d l y  i n  t h e  
i n n e r  c i t y  o f  San Franc isco ,"  Lewis s a i d  afterward. "This a f f i rms  i n  my mind t h e  despe ra t e  need A 

t h e  c i t i e s  have f o r  a prophet ic  voice ,  boldly teaching and witnessing t h e  love  o f  C h r i s t ,  and 
. . . . doing s o  wi th  a m i n i s t e r i n g  s p i r i t . "  

- k 

Lewis l i kened  t h e  church t o  a  medical doc tor  t r e a t i n g  a p a t i e n t :  "We need t o  t e l l  people 
. t h a t  they have a s e r i o u s  d i s e a s e  and how t o  cu re  it. Underdiagnosis l e a d s  t o  undertreatment .  

"Those advocat ing t h e  homosexual l i f e s t y l e  a r e  bold. They're no t  a f r a i d  t o  show t h e i r  
c o l o r s , "  Lewis s a i d .  "I wish C h r i s t i a n s  i n  San Francisco and every c i t y  would be j u s t  a s  bold to 
name t h e  name o f  Chr i s t . "  

--3o-- 

C o l l i n s  named p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  
d i r e c t o r  a t  Southwestern Seminary 

u - c o  B a p t i s t  P re s s  

6/30/89 

FORT WORTH, Texas ( B P ) - - ~ c o t t  Co l l i n s ,  d i r e c t o r  of  news and information a t  Southwestern 
B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary, has  been named d i r e c t o r  o f  publ ic  r e l a t i o n s  a t  t h e  school .  

C o l l i n s ,  29 ,  r e p l a c e s  Mac S i s son ,  who w i l l  l e ave  Southwestern Ju ly  14 and r e t u r n  t o  Ouachita  
B a p t i s t  Univers i ty  i n  Arkadelphia, Ark., a s  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  of  pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s .  S i s son  was 
on s t a f f  a t  Ouachita  be fo re  coming t o  Southwestern, June 1 ,  1988. 

C o l l i n s  h a s  worked a t  Southwestern s i n c e  1986, f i r s t  a s  a newswriter f o r  Southwestern News, 
t h e  s c h o o l ~ s  alumni n e w s l e t t e r ,  and s i n c e  becoming d i r e c t o r  o f  news and informat ion ,  a s  managing 
e d i t o r  o f  t h e  news le t t e r .  

. . 

P r i o r  t o  j o i n i n g  t h e  s t a f f  a t  Southwestern, Co l l i n s  was managing e d i t o r  o f  a d a i l y  newspaper 
i n  Macon, Mo. He also was a  missionary journeyman with t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission 
Board, working a s  d i r e c t o r  o f  media i n  Botswana, Africa.  

C o l l i n s ,  a  n a t i v e  o f  Missour i ,  is a  graduate o f  Northeast Missouri  S t a t e  Univers i ty  i n  
K i r k s v i l l e .  H i s  w i f e ,  Judy, is a graduate  o f  Southwestern and works i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f f i c e  o f  Texas C h r i s t i a n  Univers i ty  i n  For t  Worth. 

C o l l i n s  w i l l  con t inue  e d i t i n g  t h e  47,000-circulat ion Southwestern News and d i r e c t  t h e  
seminary 's  news o f f i c e .  I n  add i t i on ,  he w i l l  be respons ib le  f o r  t h e  s choo l ' s  pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  
i nc lud ing  p u b l i c a t i o n  of brochures and o t h e r  in format iona l  mater ia l .  

--3o-- 
- -  . 

. .  House panel  approves N- OSC B a p t i s t  P re s s  
, . - - chi ld-care  measure 

4 . u .  . - .  By Kathy Palen 6/30/89 
- * - -  

WASHINGTON C ~ ~ ) - - c h i i d - ~ a r e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  d i f f e r s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from t h a t  r e c e n t l y  passed 
- . . ; by the  Senate  is advancing i n  the House of  Representat ives.  
:;;, ~ . 3  5 ; 

. . -  * .  1 '  The House Educat ion and Labor Committee approved a b i l l  sponsored by committee Chairman 
. L Augustus F. Hawkins, D-Calif., dur ing  an all-day markup ~ e s s i o n  June 27. 

Hawkins' Child Development and Education Act would au thor ize  $1.75 b i l l i o n  i n  f i s c a l  1990 
and "such sums a s  may be  necessaryn  i n  t h e  fol lowing t h r e e  f i s c a l  y e a r s  f o r :  

-- An expansion of Head Start t o  provide year-round, a l l -day  c a r e  f o r  ch i ld ren  o f  working 
p a r e n t s  and extend s e r v i c e s  t o  add$t iona l  ch i ld ren  from low-income f ami l i e s .  

--more-- 



Page 6 B a p t i s t  P re s s  

-- School-based s e r v i c e s  t h a t  would include e a r l y  childhood developmental programs and 
before-  and a f t e r - s choo l  ch i ld-care  programs. Funding f o r  these s e r v i c e s  would be provided 
through s t a t e  g ran t s .  

-- Day-care programs f o r  i n f a n t s ,  t odd le r s  and ch i ld ren  under age 13. This  p a r t  o f  t h e  
package is s i m i l a r  t o  l a s t  y e a r ' s  House vers ion  o f  t h e  Act f o r  B e t t e r  Child Care Se rv i ce s  with 
funding going through t h e  s t a t e s .  

-- Grants  t o  h e l p  s t a t e s  coo rd ina t e  t h e i r  chi ld-care s e rv i ce s .  

The measure is  t a r g e t e d  t o  a s s i s t  low-income f ami l i e s ,  Moderate-income f ami l i e s  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  programs would pay s l i d ing - sca l e  fees .  

. . 
The Senate-approved ch i ld -ca re  package would au tho r i ze  $1.75 b i l l i o n  i n  d i r e c t  g r a n t s  f o r  

- Payments t o  p a r e n t s  and ch i ld -ca re  providers ,  a s  wel l  a s  almost $2 b i l l i o n  i n  tax c r e d i t s  t o  
a s s i s t  low-income p a r e n t s  wi th  young chi ldren .  

Before approving t h e  Hawkins b i l l ,  t h e  House panel  added language t h a t  would p r o h i b i t  any 
s e c t a r i a n  a c t i v i t y ,  i nc lud ing  s e c t a r i a n  educat ion and worship, i n  any program rece iv ing  f i n a n c i a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  under t h e  measure. 

. . -  
Committee members re fused  t o  add a provis ion  t h a t  would have requi red  any r e l i g i o u s l y  

a f f i l i a t e d  p rov ide r  t o  form a s e p a r a t e  board i n  order  t o  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  f e d e r a l  ch i ld -ca re  
. funds. 

The b i l l  now is  expected t o  g o  t o  t h e  House Ways and Means Committee f o r  cons ide ra t i on  o f  
adding a t ax -c red i t  package f o r  pa ren t s .  -- 30- - 

. Nearly 1,000 p r o f e s s s i o n s  o f  f a i t h  N- H m 8  B a p t i s t  P re s s  
' recorded i n  Nevada miss ion  t h r u s t  By Joe Westbury 6/30/89 

ATLANTA (BPI--Nearly 1,000 p ro fe s s ions  o f  f a i t h  were recorded i n  Nevada dur ing  t h e  
evangelism emphasis he ld  i n  conjunct ion  with t h e  1989 annual s e s s ion  of the  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention, June 13-15, i n  Las Vegas. 

A week of  s t a t e w i d e  r e v i v a l s  and a one-day v i s i t a t i o n  o f  Las Vegas neighborhoods r e s u l t e d  i n  
978 pro fe s s ions  o f  f a i t h ,  according t o  information compiled by t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission 
Board. 

. . - The e f f o r t ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  eve r  he ld  i n  conjunct ion wi th  an annual meeting o f  t h e  14.8-million- 
member denomination, f ea tu red  s a t u r a t i o n  v i s i t a t i o n ,  l i f e s t y l e  wi tness ing  and simultaneous 
r e v i v a l s ,  coord ina ted  by t h e  Home Mission Board, t h e  Nevada B a p t i s t  Convention and t h e  Southern 

. Nevada B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion .  

Some 2,025 vo lun tee r s  knocked on about 120,000 doors  i n  Las Vegas neighborhoods i n  
h e a t  t h a t  pushed tempera tures  nea r  100 degrees,  s a id  Howard Ramsey, d i r e c t o r  o f  pe r sona l  
evangelism f o r  t h e  board. 

- .  

' P  
Armed wi th  an e igh t -po in t  r e l i g i o u s  opinion survey,  t h e  vo lun tee r s  from 38 s t a t e s  and t h e  

>., "-:-. - D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia r epo r t ed  471 p ro fe s s ions  of  f a i t h  and 5,000 prospec ts  f o r  church membership 

< - . , . *  * . i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  40 Southern B a p t i s t  churches and missions, he added. 

- - - .  + 
, . I  Volunteers  found about 50 pe rcen t  of r e s i d e n t s  home for t h e  Saturday v i s i t a t i o n ,  s a i d  S t an  

L;_ r j  ; ; Clark ,  Mission S e r v i c e  Corp vo lun tee r  who has  coordinated t h e  loca l  planning f o r  t h e  p a s t  s i x  
. . . . .,, months. Clark ,  from Toledo, Ohio, s a i d  Las Vegas Southern B a p t i s t s  plan t o  con tac t  t h e  remaining 

. , .  40,000 homes b e f o r e  t h e  y e a r ' s  end. 
. . 

Immediately before  t h e  convention,  86 o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  120 churches and miss ions  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  "Here's Hopen s imul taneous  r e v i v a l s ,  which r e s u l t e d  i n  507 p ro fe s s ions  o f  f a i t h  and 412 o t h e r  
d e c i s i o n s ,  according t o  Don Ledbe t t e r ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  evangelism f o r  t h e  Nevada B a p t i s t  Convention. 

--more-- 
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I 

i v a l s  were l e d  by p a s t o r s  o r  laypeople,  b u t  34 f u l l - t  
t i a l l y  sponsored by t h e  Home Mission Board, s a i d  Rich 

mass evangelism f o r  t h e  Atlanta-based missions agency. 

By t h e  time t h e  convention c lo sed ,  Ha r r i s  repor ted ,  15 o f  t h e  25 churches t a rge t ed  to begin 
i n  t h e  s t a t e  t h i s  y e a r  had been s t a r t e d .  

. . I n  a s e p a r a t e  e v a n g e l i s t i c  encounter  n o t  sponsored d i r e c t l y  by t h e  denomination, n i n e  
p ro fe s s ions  of  f a i t h  were recorded du r ing  an afternoon o f  sidewalk evangelism l e d  by s e v e r a l  
hundred e v a n g e l i s t s .  

Jay St rack ,  p r e s iden t  o f  t h e  Conference of Southern B a p t i s t  Evangel i s t s ,  s a id  t h e  e f f o r t  
began a t  t h e  conclus ion  o f  t h e  group's  annual Wednesday meeting and focused on an af te rnoon o f  
wi tness ing  along t h e  S t r i p ,  an a r e a  o f  Las Vegas known f o r  i ts  e l a b o r a t e  cas inos .  

About 4,000 ga thered  f o r  p raye r  s h o r t l y  before t h e  march began, but  only 450 completed 
. t h e  three-mile  walk i n  tempera tures  which approached 113 degrees, S t r a c k  said. 

' _ .  
. . St rack ,  a voca t iona l  e v a n g e l i s t  from Dal las ,  s a id  more conversions may have been r e g i s t e r e d  

, bu t  no system was i n  p l a c e  t o  record  t h e  dec is ions .  A s i m i l a r  march a l ready  i s  being planned f o r  
New Orleans '  French Q u a r t e r  dur ing  t h e  1990 convention, he s a id .  

In add i t i on  t o  t h e  r e v i v a l s  and neighborhood v i s i t a t i o n s ,  Southern B a p t i s t s  l e f t  t h e i r  mark 
on t h e  c i t y  i n  a v a r i e t y  of  ways: 

-- More than  90 t e l e v i s i o n  s p o t s  were purchased, 141 r ad io  s p o t s  were a i r e d ,  and 12 qua r t e r -  
Page ads appeared I n  l o c a l  newspapers i n  Las Vegas and Reno. 

-- Volunteers  d i s t r i b u t e d  most o f  t h e  26,000 "Here's Hopew marked New Testaments dur ing  
t h e i r  s a t u r a t i o n  of Las Vegas neighborhoods. A l a r g e  po r t i on  of  an a d d i t i o n a l  25,000 New 
Testaments prev ious ly  had been d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  simultaneous r e v i v a l s .  

-- Four 48-foot "Here's Hope" b i l l b o a r d s  were placed i n  s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n s  i n  Las Vegas. 

-- Southern B a p t i s t s  prayed by name f o r  every person i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  te lephone d i r e c t o r y .  

Louis iana  B a p t i s t s  and t h e  Home Mission Board a r e  planning a s i m i l a r  soul-winning emphasis 
i n  13 Louis iana  a s s o c i a t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1990 convention i n  New Orleans. 

Bobby Sunderland, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  d i r e c t  evangelism d i v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  board, s a id  Louis iana  
w i l l  provide o v e r a l l  coo rd ina t ion  f o r  t h e  event  with t h e  board provid ing  "One Day Soul-Winning 
Workshopw programs and t r a i n e r s  for  one-on-one e v a n g e l i s t i c  encounters.  

. . Pres iden t  commends 
SBC mission e f f o r t s  

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
6/30/89 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (BPI- -~er ry  Vines, Southern B a p t i s t  Convention p r e s i d e n t ,  has commemded 
messengers t o  t h e  1989 annual  meeting f o r  t h e  mission e f f o r t  conducted i n  Las Vegas, Nev. 

"The Lord used you t o  accomplish ou r  purpose f a r  beyond our  hopes and a s p i r a t i o n s , "  s a i d  
- " Vines, pa s to r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Jacksonvi l le ,  F la .  
.. ' r 

I _  - - - , . "Your conduct was exemplary. From every hand I have received words of p r a i s e  from Las Vegas 
: concerning your demeanor, your j oy fu lnes s  and your g rac ious  behavior.  The organized and t h e  

, , - , . -  
' l i f e s t y l e  wi tness ing  was c e r t a i n l y  a SUCCeSJ," Vines s a i d  i n  a s t a t emen t  i s sued  through B a p t i s t  

- . - Press, t h e  denominat ional  news se rv i ce .  * ' 4  -.. ..,E ,r; 8 2  
" .  - . . -  v7 2 Vines, who was r e - e l ec t ed  t o  a second one-year term as p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  14.8-million-member 

. denomination a t  t h e  1989 annual  meeting, s a id :  "Only heaven w i l l  r e v e a l  how many more (people)  - came t o  C h r i s t  i n  l i f e s t y l e  e v a n g e l i s t i c  endeavor on t h e  p a r t  of messengers. To God be t h e  
g l o r y ,  g r e a t  t h i n g s  he h a t h  done." 

--more-- 
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Under Sponsorship of t h e  S o u t h e r -  B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board, t h e  Nevada B a p t i s t  Convention 
and t h e  Southern Nevada B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion ,  t h e  week preceeding t h e  annual meeting f ea tu red  
s imultaneous "Here's Hopet1 r e v i v a l s .  On t h e  Saturday preceeding t h e  convention,  more t han  2,000 
Southern B a p t i s t s  from 38 s t a t e s  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia fanned out  ac ros s  Las Vegas, 
v i s i t i n g  130,000 homes. 

Across t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t i c  t h r u s t  r e su l t ed  i n  978 f i r s t - t i m e  p ro fe s s ions  of  f a i t h ,  
and 412 o t h e r  dec i s ions .  I n  Las Vegas it  produced 5,000 prospec ts  f o r  church membership and 471 
p ro fe s s ions  of  f a i t h ,  o f f i c i a l s  repor ted .  

Vines, who has  emphasized personal  soul-winning a s  a theme of  t h e  f i r s t  one-year term a s  

. , .  
pres iden t ,  a l s o  t o l d  B a p t i s t  Press: 

. . 
"I am going t o  p l a c e  a s t r o n g  emphasis t h i s  coming year  on bu i ld ing  g r e a t  soul-winning 

- " 
churches. I would encourage every p a s t o r  and layperson t o  j o i n  me i n  a renewed e f f o r t  t o  bu i ld  
ou r  l o c a l  churches. 

''As I understand i t ,  New Testament evangelism has  a two-fold focus:  f i r s t ,  t o  win people t o  
f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t ;  second,  t o  b a p t i z e  them i n t o  t h e  fel lowship of a l o c a l  church and he lp  them grow 
i n t o  t h e  l i k e n e s s  o f  J e sus  Chr i s t .  This  w i l l  be my emphasis i n  t h e  coming year .  

. - 

"Again, God b l e s s  you, Southern Bap t i s t s .  Mission accomplished. 
--3o-- 

Sov ie t  B a p t i s t s  c a l l  f o r  
exchange with C a l i f o r n i a n s  By Mark A .  Wyatt 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
6/30/89 

FRESNO, Calif. (BPI--Soviet B a p t i s t s ,  pleased with a v i s i t  by a de l ega t ion  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  
Southern B a p t i s t s ,  are c a l l i n g  f o r  an annual exchange o f  de l ega t ions  t o  promote understanding and 

: mutual encouragement. 

I n  mid-May, l e a d e r s  of  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention made a 15-day t o u r  o f  
churches i n  t h e  Ukraine. I n  November, Ukrainian B a p t i s t s  w i l l  v i s i t  Ca l i fo rn i a .  The v i s i t s  were 
t h e  f i r s t  phase o f  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  two groups which has  been i n  planning s i n c e  1984. 

I n  add i t i on  t o  t h e  v i s i t s ,  t h e  new par tnersh ip  may f e a t u r e  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  B a p t i s t s  providing 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  S o v i e t s  i n  t h e  form of l i t e r a t u r e ,  teaching a i d s  and o f f i c e  equipment. 

The i d e a  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  s t a t e  convention and t h e  S o v i e t s  was suggested i n  
1984 but  d id  n o t  come i n t o  being u n t i l  1989, when circumstances i n  t h e  Sov ie t  Union favored such 

:- an exchange. 

"The f a c t  t h a t  t hey  want a cont inuing  r e l a t i o n s h i p  shows we have been accepted,"  s a i d  John 
. Jackson, convention p r e s i d e n t  and p a s t o r  i n  Anaheim. The v i s i t  "broke down some b a r r i e r s  . . . 

s t e r e o t y p e  b a r r i e r s .  I t  went both  ways," Jackson s a i d ,  adding t h e  v i s i t  a l s o  revea led  t h e  
Ukranians have a d e s i r e  t o  reach  t h e i r  land f o r  C h r i s t ,  "get t h e  word o f  God t o  t h e  people,  and 
t o  t r a i n  and educa te  t h e i r  ch i ldren ."  

- .  Rob Zinn, chairman of  t h e  convent ionls  executive board and pas to r  i n  San Bernardino, s a i d  

- "  ,.. t h e  emerging bond is " inves t ing  in people s o  t h a t  ch i ld ren  can l e a r n  t h e  B ib l e  and people can be 
brought t o  Chr is t . "  . ''-:'.->: 

> - . # . -  "The b e s t  way we can  h e l p  t h a t  happen is  t o  teach  t h e  ch i ldren .  The door has  opened up. We 
- . . , . . .  . , - need t o  go through. It is n o t  an i f ;  it's a must.n 
.*L& 23 ?=i 

. . . I , . . .  C .T 3 Jackson, Zinn and t h r e e  o t h e r  C a l i f o r n i a  Southern B a p t i s t  l e ade r s ,  accompanied by t h e i r  
wives, v i s i t e d  more than a dozen churches i n  c i t ies  and v i l l a g e s  ac ros s  t h e  Ukraine. Others  

:. t a k i n g  p a r t  inc luded  C.B. Hogue,'CSBC execut ive  d i r e c t o r ;  Anthony Ahaev, pas to r  of S l a v i c  
EvangeLic B a p t i s t  Church, Hollywood; and Mark Wyatt, CSBC pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s  d i r e c t o r .  

--more-- 
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, * 
During t h e  v i s i t ,  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a n s  repea ted ly  heard r eques t s  f o r  t r a  ning and study 

., m a t e r i a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e .  They were t o l d  Sovie t  law fo rb ids  churches t o  
provide r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  c h i l d r e n ,  although many did so d e s p i t e  f r equen t  f i n e s  and o t h e r  
p e n a l t i e s .  The law a l s o  p r o h i b i t s  pub l i ca t i on  of  n r e l i g i o u s  propagandatt such a s  B ib l e  s tudy 
m a t e r i a l s ,  they were t o l d .  

. . . .  Vasily Logvinenko, p re s iden t  of t h e  All Union Council o f  Evangel ical  Chr i s t i ans -Bap t i s t s ,  * 

who g ree t ed  t h e  C a l i f o ~ i a n s  i n  Moscow, s a id  Sovie t  B a p t i s t s  a r e  cau t ious ly  o p t i m i s t i c  about 
p rospec t s  f o r  g r e a t e r  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y .  

He s a i d  Sov ie t  B a p t i s t s  have asked t h e  government t o  change t h e  law t o  al low freedom o f  
conscience i n  r e l i g i o u s  matters, but  u n t i l  changes come, t h e  churches are t r y i n g  t o  make t h e  most 
o f  t h e  new openness. "We don ' t  know how long it  w i l l  l a s t , "  Logvinenko sa id .  

He added: "The Lord has  given u s  wide open doors  f o r  t h e  gospel .  I t  is being c a r r i e d  
" . 
.. f r e e l y  i n  ou r  country.  We f r e e l y  have s t u d i e s  with ch i ldren  but  t h e r e  is a  g r e a t  demand f o r  

. . , c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e .  " 
- .  

I n  Kiev, Ukrainian B a p t i s t  Superintendent  Jak iv  Doukhonchenko c r e d i t e d  l a s t  y e a r ' s  
observance o f  1,000 y e a r s  of' C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  Russia with boost ing i n t e r e s t  i n  r e l i g i o n  among 
Sov ie t  c i t i z e n s .  "It has  revived a  hunger f o r  C h r i s t i a n i t y , "  Doukhonchenko sa id .  "People come 
d a i l y  asking f o r  New Testaments and Bibles .  These oppor tun i t i e s  make u s  happy and we thank Cod." 

Doukhonchenko d isp layed  a  newly published Ukrainian hymnal, one o f  20,000 p r in t ed  i n  Germany 
and now being d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  Sov ie t  Union. By October, he s a i d ,  a q u a r t e r  m i l l i o n  New 
Testaments i n  modern Ukrainian w i l l  be ready f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  "We have rece ived  a l o t  o f  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  but  we still  have l o t  o f  need," Doukhonchenko sa id .  

Sov ie t  B a p t i s t s  a l s o  s a i d  they  need o f f i c e  equipment, inc luding  typewr i t e r s ,  cop ie r s ,  and 
computers and sof tware .  

"We have su r f aced  needs i n  equipment and teaching a i d s , "  Hogue s a i d .  "Once t h e  Russians 
. have v i s i t e d  C a l i f o r n i a ,  we w i l l  have a  b e t t e r  opportuni ty t o  p inpo in t  t h e i r  need and f i n d  ways 

t o  he lp .  We w i l l  s t r i v e  t o  d i s cove r  resources  t o  handle those needs." 

Jackson, a t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Board, s a i d  e f f o r t s  a r e  underway 
t o  g e t  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  t h e  Sov ie t  B a p t i s t s ,  "not only i n  Ca l i fo rn i a ,  bu t  through t h e  Foreign 
Mission Board and t h e  (Southern B a p t i s t )  Sunday School Board. " 

Zinn s a i d  he  w i l l  make s p e c i f i c  recommendations t o  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  conventiont  8 execut ive  
board a f t e r  t a l k i n g  wi th  Doukhonchenko when t h e  Ukrainian B a p t i s t  l e a d e r  v i s i t s  C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  
medical  t r ea tmen t  t h i s  summer. 

. - 
The San Bernardino p a s t o r  s a i d  Ca l i fo rn i ans  have a unique oppor tuni ty ,  one he views as 

genuine missions.  

"They (Sov ie t  B a p t i s t s )  c a l l  i t  a  f r a t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n ~ h i p , ~  Zinn s a i d .  "We'll c a l l  it 
miss ions  because i t ' s  s t a r t i n g  new work, spreading t h e  gospel.  I s e e  i t  a s  an oppor tuni ty  t o  
he lp  f e l l ow  B a p t i s t s .  " 

--3o-- 

B r a z i l i a n s ,  Southern B a p t i s t s  
d i s cove r  new hymnal p a r a l l e l s  

N - 5 5 6  
By Charles  Willis 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
6/30/89 

RIDGECREST, N .C. (BP )--When Southern B a p t i s t  church musicians met dur ing  Church Music 
Leadership Conference wi th  t h e  e d i t o r  of  "The B a p t i s t  Hymnalu t o  be published by t h e  Sunday 
School Board i n  1991, one p a r t i c i p a n t  had a s p e c i a l  reason f o r  asking ques t ions .  

C l i n t  Kimbrough, l i k e  Wesley Forb is ,  is a hymnal e d i t o r  working toward a 1991 pub l i ca t i on  
deadl ine .  While Forb is  Is d i r e c t o r  of' t he  board 's  church music department, Kimbrough is 
execut ive  secretary of' t h e  music department f o r  t h e  Sunday School Board of t h e  B r a z i l i a n  B a p t i s t  
Convention. 

--more-- 
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We f i n i s h e d  h igh  school  i n  t h r e e  yea r s ,  and a t  age 16 en ro l l ed  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of 
C i n c i n n a t i ' s  Conservatory of Music with t h e  goa l  of  becoming a p ro fe s s iona l  b a l l e t  dancer. He 
s p e n t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a t  t h e  conservatory and danced with t h e  C inc inna t i  B a l l e t  dur ing  h i s  l a s t  two 
y e a r s  t he re .  A f t e r  a summer of  s tudy  at  t h e  School of American B a l l e t  i n  New York, he danced f o r  
two y e a r s  with t h e  L o u i s v i l l e  Ballet. 

I n  1981, Wirth audi t ioned  i n  New York City and landed a p o s i t i o n  with Ballet West, based i n  
S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  and is one of t h e  f i v e  l a r g e s t  b a l l e t  companies i n  North America. The 
oppor tuni ty  t o  dance wi th  a p r e s t i g i o u s  company f u l f i l l e d  a long-held ambition. 

: 
' ,.. ' Despi te  p r o f e s s i o n a l  success ,  Wirth began t o  long f o r  companionship a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  S a l t  : ' Lake Ci ty .  111 had loaded my c a r  and dr iven  1,500 miles, and I r e a l i z e d  X was a lone ,"  he  s a i d .  

"The only  person I recognized when I drove i n t o  town was t h e  guy who h i r e d  me." 

Having grown up around t h e  seminary and i n  a family t h a t  occas iona l ly  at tended nearby 
Crescent  H i l l  B a p t i s t  Church, Wirth decided t o  look f o r  f r i e n d s  a t  a B a p t i s t  church. He chose 

, Cen t r a l  B a p t i s t ,  a small Southern B a p t i s t  congregation i n  S a l t  Lake C i ty  t h a t  averaged about 30 
. - people i n  at tendance.  

"They kind of  became my family,"  he  s a id .  "It was an awakening f o r  me t o  walk i n  and f i n d  
acceptance and t o  f i n d  a depth o f  r e l a t i onsh ips . "  

I n  t h a t  church,  Wirth a l s o  found a r e l a t i o n s h i p  with Chr i s t .  Although h i s  new f r i e n d s  i n  
Utah had an impact on h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  accept  Chr i s t ,  Wirth can s e e  i n f l u e n c e s  throughout h i s  l i f e  
t h a t  l ed  t o  h i s  becoming a Chr i s t i an .  

"When I look back, I can see God working i n  my l i f e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  me t o  su r r ende r  my l i f e  t o  
God, " he  s a i d .  "1 wasnt t r e a l l y  w i l l i n g  t o  do t h a t  u n t i l  I was about 21. 

Even though he had accomplished a long-standing career ob jec t ive ,  Wirth sensed a s p i r i t u a l  
vacuum: "My goa l  had been t o  get  i n t o  a b a l l e t  company l i k e  B a l l e t  West t h a t  had a good amount 
o f  p r e s t i g e  and paid wel l .  I had worked hard and was accomplishing my goa l ,  but  I f e l t  empty on 
t h e  i n s i d e .  Achieving my voca t iona l  g o a l  and being s u c c e s s f i l  i n  a career wasn't what i t  was 
cracked up t o  be." 

A t  t h e  church i n  S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  he m e t  his wife,  P a t t y ,  a s tuden t  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of 
Utah, who had grown up as a B a p t i s t  i n  a small, predominantly Mormon town i n  southern Utah. 

' 

Wirth a l s o  found time i n  t h e  midst  o f  h i s  busy schedule t o  complete a bachelor  o f  f i n e  a r t s  
degree  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of  Utah. 

Wirth r e t i r e d  from b a l l e t  a t  age 27, which he s a i d  is a f a i r l y  t y p i c a l  r e t i r emen t  age f o r  
b a l l e t  dancers  i n  America. Most dancers ,  he s a i d ,  e i t h e r  go i n t o  teaching  o r  s ta r t  a second 
c a r e e r  a f t e r  r e t i r emen t .  For  Wirth, p lans  fo r  h i s  second c a r e e r  began about two y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  
conversion,  when he  s t a r t e d  t o  s ense  a ca l l  t o  minis t ry .  

- -  * "Phys ica l ly ,  I could have gone on ( i n  b a l l e t ) ,  but  emotional ly and s p i r i t u a l l y  I was ready 
. , .  . , t o  do something e lse ,n  h e  s a i d .  
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