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Panama mis s iona r i e s  s ay  
co-workers can r e  t u rn  

- .  
E3- FflO 

.. . PANAMA CITY (BP )--southern B a p t i s t  miss ionar ies  i n  Panama, a f t e r  meeting i n  l a t e  May t o  _ I .  - a s s e s s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  have advised co-workers cu r r en t ly  o u t  o f  t h e  country t o  r e tu rn .  

"As miss iona r i e s ,  we must be prepared t o  make necessary adjustments  t o  working i n  a more 
t ense  environment," s a i d  mission Chairman Jackie Cooper. "We do no t  s e e  an immediate so lu t ion  t o  
t h e  c u r r e n t  c r i s i s . "  

But cond i t i ons  i n  p l a c e s  where miss ionar ies  work continued have re turned  t o  normalcy, with 
t h e  except ion  o f  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  where they have been advised no t  t o  r e t u r n  f o r  a time, they sa id .  

Violence and t ens ion  fol lowing t h e  disputed May 7 p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  l a t e r  n u l l i f i e d  by 
t h e  government, included t h e  harassment o f  some Americans. Severa l  mi s s iona r i e s  r e loca t ed  near  
t h e  United S t a t e s -p ro t ec t ed  Canal Zone, and s i x  o the r  miss ionar ies  and volunteers  temporari ly 

.: * l e f t  t h e  country. Three mi s s iona r i e s  were on vacat ion o u t  o f  t h e  country a t  t h e  t ime,  and a new 
. ..,' ':; vo lun tee r  was advised t o  remain i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  no t ice .  
. .. I ' I 

; ,;-::;::.. ;,::::j 
.-, .+ 7: ,'.:">". I n  light o f  t h e  return t o  r e l a t i v e  calm, Cooper s a id :  V h e  mission f e e l s  a l l  miss ionar ies  . . '/.. 
: . . :::< can r e t u r n  t o  t h e  f i e l d .  Future  minis t ry  condi t ions  may need t o  be eva lua ted  on t h e  f i e ld . "  , 2 .  

I . _ .  . .':. 
'.. ' . .*  . -. I . , .., . "  

. . Cooper d i d  n o t  say how soon a postponed par tnersh ip  e f f o r t  with Georgia B a p t i s t  could 
resume. Some Georgians had been scheduled t o  work i n  Panamanian churches i n  May. 

--3O-- 

Vietnam: B a p t i s t s  he lp  B a p t i s t  Press  
r ebu i ld  what war destroyed By Er ich  Bridges F -  fhfi 5/26/89 

DANANG, Vietnam ( B P I - - h  a p l ace  where they once destroyed t h e  land and k i l l e d  each o t h e r ,  
Americans and Vietnamese a r e  bu i ld ing  together .  

. , 
Southern B a p t i s t s  have suppl ied  ma te r i a l s  t o  help t h e  people o f  Quangnam Danang Province i n  

Vietnam b u i l d  a dam and improve h e a l t h  ca re  through a new h o s p i t a l  and s e v e r a l  l o c a l  c l i n i c s .  

The nea r ly  completed dam r i s e s  o u t  o f  r i c e  f i e l d s  t ha t  were f r e e - f i r e  zones d u r i n g , t h e  
Vietnam War. American Marines first landed on t h e  beaches OF nearby Danang, and opposing fo rces  
c lashed  i n  t h e  reg ion  i n  some o f  t h e  f i e r c e s t  fighting of t h e  war. 

Bomb c r a t e r s  s t i l l  s c a r  t h e  count rys ide ,  l i k e  smallpox upon t h e  ea r th .  Unexploded bombs 
sti l l  kill fa rmers  and unsuspect ing ch i ld ren  every year ,  perhaps 4,000 c i v i l i a n s  s i n c e  t h e  end of 
t h e  war. Defo l ia ted  h i l l s  and "white landn -- s o i l  inc inera ted  t o  t h e  c o l o r  of snow by 
s a t u r a t i o n  bombing -- stil l  d o t  t h e  Landscape of  t he  province. 

I n  such a p lace ,  a i d  from a group of  American Chr i s t i ans  is a powerful symbol, a Southern 
B a p t i s t  de l ega t ion  v i s i t i n g  Vietnam i n  l a t e  Apri l  and May discovered. Hundreds o f  cu r ious  and 
f r i e n d l y  onlookers  surrounded t h e  Americans a t  t he  dam s i t e ,  h o s p i t a l  and medical c l i n i c s .  

The de l ega t ion  represented  Cooperative Serv ices  In t e rna t iona l ,  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  a s s i s t s  na t ions  where miss ionar ies  do not  work. The group included Southern 

, B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Bpard Prss$,d.eq$,R. .Keith Parb.+;,CSI. D i ~ e c + o r : L e w i s . . ~ e r s  and h i s  wife, . . - . * '  mi ; former . -~ietr ihm 'inissipiiar~e$':~@,:pnc.e2 . .. 'lived .:in.;-~aiap'~;, ~&.;CSI a s .. ~ n d o e h i n a  s p e c i a l i s t s  ;: .:, , :: 
. . : physician ~~l~~ and ,,&$er:<aderit: "&fier ~ ~ d . ' " & f f r n & ~ .  ..- ''; "' : ' "' . ' ' , . , , ; .. . , .. - . . *  . . . . :; +-more-- , . .  . . . .. . . . . ,  . . 
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The de l ega t ion  inspec ted  CSI p r o j e c t s  i n  Vietnam and met with 
Chr i s t i an  l e a d e r s  i n  Hanoi; Ho Chi Minh C i ty ,  formerly c a l l e d  Saigon; Danang; and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
l oca t ions .  

Southern B a p t i s t s  began emergency food and medical a s s i s t a n c e  t o  poverty-str icken Vietnam 
four  y e a r s  ago through t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  Raley, a p e d i a t r i c i a n  from Houston who helped s t a r t  and run 
a ch i ld ren ' s  h o s p i t a l  i n  neighboring Kampuchea, formerly ca l l ed  Camboiia. Now h e  coord ina tes  
CSI's smal l - sca le  b u t  expanding h e a l t h  and development work i n  Vietnam, Kampuchea and Laos. 

"When I f i r s t  met D r .  Raley, he s a i d  he wanted t o  he lp  end ma lnu t r i t i on  here.  The dam can 
he lp  t h a t , "  s a i d  Pham S i  Tho, engineer  and v i ce  d i r e c t o r  o f  Quangnam Danang Province's hydrology 
se rv i ce .  The dam w i l l  help  i r r i g a t e  27,500 a c r e s  o f  r i c e  f i e l d s ,  he repor ted ,  and "the l i v e s  o f  
hundreds o f  thousands o f  l o c a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  w i l l  be remarkably improved." 

Puangnarn Danang is one o f  t h e  r i c e  bowls o f  Vietnam, but  even t h e r e ,  malnourished ch i ld ren  
are a common s i g h t .  

"People a r e  always s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  food," s a id  a l o c a l  o f f i c i a l ,  expla in ing  t h a t  t e n s  o f  
thousands o f  a c r e s  still produce poorly because of t o x i c  agents  used i n  t h e  war. . . 

Defol ian ts  dropped on t h e  a r e a  during t h e  war, l i k e  Agent Orange, a l s o  a r e  suspec t  i n  an 
i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  t h a t  averages  63.5 per  thousand. K i l l e r s  inc lude  mysterious cancers  and 
de fo rmi t i e s  i n  newborns. But t h e  most common h e a l t h  problems are hunger, i n t e s t i n a l  p a r a s i t e s ,  
malar ia ,  r e s p i r a t o r y  i n f e c t i o n s  -- preventable causes of much o f  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  i n  t h e  Third 
World. 

Yet even t h e  resistant and deadly s t r a i n s  o f  falciparum malaria found i n  t h e  province  -- 
introduced by m a l a r i a l  s o l d i e r s  t r e a t e d  f o r  common s t r a i n s  and rushed back t o  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  -- 
a r e  a l e f t o v e r  c u r s e  o f  war. 

>**  . 

"Almost every th ing  we're f i g h t i n g  can be  t raced  d i r e c t l y  back t o  t h e  war," Raley a s se r t ed .  
"They t a l k  about  people being k i l l e d  by unexploded bombs. 1'11 guarantee  a l o t  more people a r e  
being k i l l e d  by fa lc iparum malaria ."  

The new d i s t r i c t  h o s p i t a l  and l o c a l  c l i n i c s  aided by CSL are f i g h t i n g  t o  b r ing  b e t t e r  hea l th  
t o  t h e  area, b u t  t h e i r  weapons are pr imi t ive .  "These c l i n i c s  don' t  have t h e  equipment I would 
normally c a r r y  i n  my bag," s a i d  Raley. One c l i n i c  a lone  s e r v e s  an a r e a  populated by 15,000 
people. 

CSI i s  provid ing  b a s i c  medical  equipment u n i t s  recornended by UNICEF. 

Life  a l s o  is harsh  i n  North Vietnam. Climate and t e r r a i n  t h e r e  a r e  unf r iendly  t o  r i c e  
production. Decades of war, climaxed by yea r s  of  American bombing, destroyed much o f  t h e  land. 
And communist economios spanning more than a genera t ion  have f a i l e d  t o  improve l i v i n g  s t anda rds ,  
as government l e a d e r s  now acknowledge. 

I n  mountainous no r the rn  Bac Tha i  Province, one o f  t h e  c r a d l e s  o f  t h e  communist r evo lu t ion ,  
t h e  average monthly r i c e  r a t i o n  is 11-13 kilograms p e r  c a p i t a  -- well below UNIC!iF 's  recommended 
minumum c a l o r i e  requirements .  I n  some a r e a s ,  i t  is h a l f  t h a t .  Sick people i n  remote a r e a s  must 
walk days t o  reach  a d i s t r i c t  hosp i t a l .  Many o f  them don't  make it. 

Southern B a p t i s t s  are a i d i n g  a h o s p i t a l  and c l i n i c s  and f i nd ing  a planned i r r i g a t i o n  p r o j e c t  
t o  improve food product ion  i n  Bac Thai 's Dinh Hoa District. Hoes, plows and dawn-to-dark l abo r  
c o n s t i t u t e  farm technology i n  Dinh Hoa; a t r a c t o r  is n o t  i n  s i g h t .  The i r r i g a t i o n  p r o j e c t  
could nea r ly  double product ion f o r  2,000 people i n  t h e  area. Asked i f  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  a b i g  
undertaking f o r  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  Vietnamese design engineer  answers, "It's b i g  i f  you haven' t  had i t  
before.  

Bae Thai people may have l i t t l e ,  but  "one th ing  they've always had is t h e i r  d i g n i t y , "  s a i d  
Raley. "When you g e t  o u t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  people are so honest.  "They t a l k  s t r a i g h t ,  'This  i s  
where we are, and t h i s  i s  what we need.'" 

--more-- 
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And l i k e  Vietnamese everywhere e l s e  t h e  CSI de l ega t ion  went, they a r e  f r i end ly ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  
' 'I memories o f  American c a r p e t  bombing during t h e  war, de lega t ion  members repor ted .  "Many people i n  

.- t h e  nor th  had never  seen  an  American before ,  j u s t  t h e  open bay of  a B-52," Raley sa id .  

. - Why t h e  apparent  l a c k  o f  h o s t i l i t y ?  "Hate i s  h i s t o r y , "  and s o  is t h e  war, answered Bui 
"hanh Tin,  a Hanoi newspaper e d i t o r  who fought both t h e  French and t h e  Americans dur ing  a 38-year 

- .. - 7 m i l i t a r y  ca ree r .  He l o s t  20 family members, inc luding  h i s  mother, who was s h o t  by a French 
' *  . -': s o l d i e r  i n  1948. 

.I 

llOur s i t u a t i o n  is more d i f f i c u l t  now than i n  wartime, many more t imes d i f f i c ~ l t , ~  he 
p s t a t e d .  "We have a l ack  of a s s i s t a n c e ,  a lack  of  money, a lack  o f  investment. We l o s t  a l l  ou r  
.: f a c t o r i e s ,  a l l  o u r  s choo l s ,  a11 o u r  bridges.  The bombing k i l l e d  women and ch i ldren .  But t h e  
: cha rac t e r  o f  t h e  Vietnamese people is always f o r  f r i endsh ip ,  even wi th  American ve terans .  Many 
': have come h e r e  r e c e n t l y  and been wel l  received.  The opportuni ty is  f o r  two peoples t o  understand 

: .' ; each o the r .  
. .:;$ 

. ' .  "% 
Most Vietnamese simply want t o  fo rge t  a grim p a s t  as they f i g h t  t o  overcome a grim p re sen t ,  

? they have s a i d .  A common r e a c t i o n  t o  American v i s i t o r s  is ,  "Why a r e  you here?" The CSI 
: de lega t ion  responded by sha r ing  i ts Chr is t ian  motivat ion i n  providing a s s i s t a n c e  and r e l a t i n g  t h e  
2 h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  Southern Bap t i s t s .  - .. 

"I t h i n k  t h e r e  is a s p e c i a l  a f f i n i t y  between Vietnamese people and B a p t i s t  people, o r  should 
b e y w  Raley s a i d ,  llbecause we h i s t o r i c a l l y  have been a poor, farming people who have had t o  work 
very hard. So we r e s p e c t  what t h e  Vietnamese a r e  t r y i n g  t o  accomplish, and we want t o  work as 

: 1 pa r tne r s .  " 
4 I 

. . What t h e  Vietnamese are t r y i n g  t o  accomplish a t  t h e  moment is s u r v i v a l ,  observers  have 
*- , '.. ;..Ti noted. More t han  65 m i l l i o n  people  must be fed. Major government l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  measures, 

.:: -",;l:,:.$ p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  two years, have opened t h e  economy and soc i e ty  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  world but  
. :'.-. .+ : -':? have no t  y e t  produced s u b s t a n t i a l  economic progress .  Vietnam remains one of t h e  world1a poores t  

, - . ,"I 

' . - . -:'';; count r ies .  
- -.: .-. " < 

3 , .. 
. I  - 2  - - 

' 1  S t i l l ,  t h e  open-door p o l i c i e s  have produced new hope among t h e  people f o r  t h e  kind o f  -: democracy and economic growth they see among t h e i r  more prosperous Asian neighbors. The 
announced Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  withdrawal from Kampuchea t h i s  year ,  they hope, f i n a l l y  w i l l  
produce normalized p o l i t i c a l  and economic r e l a t i o n s  wi th  China, t h e  rest o f  Asia and t h e  United 

' S t a t e s .  

"Things w i l l  change," a s s e r t e d  one shop c l e r k  i n  Ho Chi Minh City. "They must change. I f  
' we wa i t ,  i t  w i l l  be t o o  late.w 

. . Through t h e i r  a i d ,  Southern B a p t i s t s  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  help.  Future a s s i s t a n c e  may inc lude  t h e  
placement o f  English-language t e a c h e r s  i n  Vietnamese u n i v e r s i t i e s  and t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  Southern 
B a p t i s t  a g r i c u l t u r i s t  Harold Watson's innovat ive Sloping Agr i cu l tu ra l  Land Technology program 
i n  t h e  north.  Another p o s s i b i l i t y  on t h e  horizon is t h e  l oca t ion  o f  a r e s i d e n t  CSI p r o j e c t  
coord ina tor  i n  Hanoi. An a p p l i c a t i o n  soon w i l l  be submitted t o  t h e  government. 

CSI workers  hope t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  h a s  gained i n  Vietnam s o  far w i l l  Set t h e  
s t a g e  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  expansion. If Nguyen Dinh An's opinion is an i n d i c a t i o n  of  f u t u r e   prospect^, 

- t h e  out look is good. 

"Your people came e a r l y ,  before  we appl ied  t h e  opennesslW s a i d  An, v i ce  p re s iden t  o f  t h e  
Quangnam Danang p r o v i n c i a l  government. "You have ou r  h igh  app rec i a t i on  for your a s s i s t ance .  The 
t a s k s  we have t o  s o l v e  are seve re  and our  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a r e  l im i t ed ,  so we d e s i r e  much more 

. ., ' cooperat ion.  " 
--3o-- 

Photos mailed t o  state B a p t i s t  newspapers by Richmond bureau o f  Bap t i s t  Press .  

Vietnam's C h r i s t i a n s  
' t e s t i n g  new freedoms 

- R a p t i s t  Press  
By Erich Bridges 5/26/89 

HO CHI M I N H  CITY, Vietnam (BPI--AS North Vietnamese tanks rumbled toward Saigon i n  Apr i l  1975, 
Vietnamese B a p t i s t  p a s t o r  Le Quoc Chanh found himself surrounded by chaos and panic. 

--more-- 
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8 ,  

The 'South Vietnamese government and army were crumbling. The las t  Ame ah an fo rces  were 
airlifting dependents and o t h e r s  t o  s h i p s  o f f  t h e  coas t .  Thousands of t e r r o r - s t r i c k e n  refugees 
flooded i n t o  t h e  c i t y ,  de spe ra t e ly  at tempting t o  escape a predic ted  communist "bloodbath," a 
massacre o f  vengeance a g a i n s t  anyone connected t o  t h e  defeated regime and i t s  a l l i e s .  

Chanh he ld  a p rec ious  e x i t  pass  bu t  gave i t  t o  a f r iend .  " I ' m  s t ronge r  than you," he 
s a i d .  "I can f a c e  what comes." 

It was an  ex t r ao rd ina ry  a c t  o f  courage i n  t h e  face  o f  t h e  unknown. No "bloodbathw occurred,  
a l though d i f f i c u l t  days were t o  follow. Chr i s t i ans  d idn ' t  escape hardship ,  bu t  Chanh never  has  
r e g r e t t e d  h i s  dec is ion .  

Fourteen y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Chanh sti l l  is pas to r  o f  Grace Bap t i s t  Church i n  Ho Chi Minh City -- 
formerly Saigon -- t h e  only  remaining B a p t i s t  church i n  Vietnam. The o t h e r s  were closed o r  taken 
over  by t h e  communist government f o r  o t h e r  uses ,  a l though some B a p t i s t s  continue t o  worship i n  
t h e i r  homes. 

But Grace is f l o u r i s h i n g :  Hundreds of b e l i e v e r s  crowd i t s  small  sanc tuary  on Sundays. 
- Prayer  meetings,  youth ga the r ings ,  cho i r  p r a c t i c e s  and o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  keep t h e  bu i ld ing  open 

v i r t u a l l y  every day o f  t h e  week. Chanh bare ly  has  time t o  prepare h i s  sermons. 

"The s p i r i t  o f  t h e  people who come f o r  worship is more s i n c e r e ,  t h e  worship is more deep, 
t h e  prayer  more f e rven t , "  he  says.  "Under d i f f i c u l t  circumstances, people move toward t h e  Lord. 
Af te r  L ibe ra t i on  ( t h e  end o f  t h e  war),  evangelism has  become very f r u i t f u l .  People I thought 
would never  come t o  t h e  Lord have come.w 

The d a i l y  e a r l y  morning prayer  meeting is e n t i r e l y  a postwar phenomenon, says Chanh, because 
" a f t e r  L ibe ra t i on ,  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  Chr i s t i ans  t o  pray burned hot ly.  It was s p o n t a n e o ~ s . ~  

Chanh was a young man when he became t h e  f i r s t  Chr i s t i an  conver t  o f  Southern B a p t i s t  
m i s s iona r i e s  i n  Vietnam i n  1961. He saw them r e l u c t a n t l y  leave  t h e  country wi th  most o t h e r  
fo re ign  mi s s iona r i e s  i n  1975 and never  expected t o  s e e  them again "on t h i s  s i d e  o f  heaven." 

Now 51,  wi th  a g e n t l e  smile and th i ck  eyeglasses,  Chanh had an emotional reunion wi th  a 
v i s i t i n g  Southern B a p t i s t  de l ega t ion  i n  l a t e  April .  The group was l ed  by Southern B a p t i s t  
Foreign Mission Board P re s iden t  R. Keith Parks and former Vietnam mis s iona r i e s  Lewis and Toni 
Myers. Chanh had become a C h r i s t i a n  a f t e r  hearing Myers preach h i s  f i r s t  sermon i n  Vietnamese. 
Today Myers d i r e c t s  Cooperative Se rv i ce s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  a Southern B a p t i s t  o rganiza t ion  t h a t  
provides  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  Vietnam and o t h e r  coun t r i e s  where miss ionar ies  do n o t  work. 

The de l ega t ion  found t h a t  economic and s o c i a l  changes are sweeping Vietnam, l i k e  many o the r  
communist n a t i o n s ,  as t h e  na t ion  s t r u g g l e s  to  emerge from poverty and renew t i e s  wi th  i t s  Asian 
neighbors  and t h e  West. The open-door p o l i c i e s  adopted over  t h e  l a s t  two y e a r s  have y e t  t o  y i e l d  
major economic r e s u l t s ,  government l eade r s  admit,  bu t  they have produced expec t a t i ons  of new 
freedom and p rospe r i t y  among t h e  people. 

Consequently, Vietnamese C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  breathing more f ree ly .  

P r o t e s t a n t s  r e p o r t  s i g n i f i c a n t  growth i n  r ecen t  years .  The Evangel ica l  Church o f  Vietnam, 
o r  Tin Lanh (Good News) Church, Vietnam's l a r g e s t  P ro t e s t an t  group, e s t ima te s  some 300,000 
b e l i e v e r s  i n  hundreds o f  churches,  inc luding  70 congregat ions i n  g r e a t e r  Ho Chi Minh C i ty  alone.  
Reported membership i n  1975 t o t a l e d  only 200,000 people -- many o f  whom f l e d  Vietnam a t  t h e  end 
of t h e  war o r  soon af terward.  So t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  remaining behind may have more than doubled 
t h e i r  ranks  w i th  new conve r t s  dur ing  t h e  communist e r a .  

P r o t e s t a n t s  also rece ived  permission t o  open a seminary i n  Hanoi l a s t  yea r ,  and 19 s tuden t s  
c u r r e n t l y  are en ro l l ed .  Two p a s t o r s  from t h e  south have joined t h e  f a c u l t y  as professors .  

The much l a r g e r  Roman Catholic Church -- East Asia's second-largest  Cathol ic  community a f t e r  
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  -- claims up t o  10 percent  o f  more than 65 mi l l i on  Vietnamese c i t i z e n s .  Catholic  
l e a d e r s  a l so  r e p o r t  r ap id  growth. Severa l  seminaries have reopened, and more young people a r e  
o f f e r i n g  themselves f o r  t h e  priesthood and r e l i g i o u s  vocations. 

--more-- 
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Both P r o t e s t a n t s  and C a t h o l i c s  a r e  working t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  involvem 6 i n  s o c i a l  press 
m i n i s t r i e s ,  such  a s  h o s p i t a l s ,  s h e l t e r s  f o r  t h e  homeless and aged,  and a i d  f o r  s t r e e t  k i d s ,  o r  
" c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  d u s t , "  as t h e y  are known i n  Vietnam, Government l e a d e r s  appear  t o  be welcoming 
t h e  t r e n d ,  church s o u r c e s  say. 

A r e p o r t e d l y  widespread house-church movement a lso is s a i d  t o  b e  g a i n i n g  f o l l o w e r s  i n  many 
a r e a s ,  i n c l u d i n g  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  and i s o l a t e d  mountain r e g i o n s  popula ted  by t r i b a l  peoples .  

, .  . 
One house-church l e a d e r  i n  Ho Chi Minh C i t y  s a y s  a t  l e a s t  80 n q u i e t  home churches11 meet i n  

t h e  c i t y .  The government knows about  them, he  acknowledges, b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  h a s  dec ided  n o t  t o  
c l o s e  them because o f  t h e  new l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  p o l i c i e s .  He admi t s  once wanting t o  l e a v e  Vietnam, 
"but now I want t o  s t a y  i n  my count ry .  The h a r v e s t  is  c r y i n g ,  and we need many reapers . "  

For i ts  p a r t ,  t h e  government adopted a r e l i g i o n  p o l i c y  i n  1977 g u a r a n t e e i n g  " the  freedom t o  
have r e l i g i o n  o r  have  no r e l i g i o n  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s . "  R e l i g i o u s  b e l i e v e r s  must observe  a l l  laws, 

I . p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  observances  i n  nuorshipping c e n t e r s n  and o b t a i n  s ta te  permiss ion  f o r  
s p e c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s  o r  d o c t r i n a l  c l a s s e s ,  as  well as o f f i c i a l  a p p r o v a l  o f  f a c u l t y  and s t u d e n t s  
invo lved  i n  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  and t h e  o r d i n a t i o n  o r  appointment o f  m i n i s t e r s .  

"Those who t a k e  advan tage  o f  r e l i g i o n n  t o  damage o r  oppose t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  p o l i c y  s a y s ,  " w i l l  
be s e v e r e l y  punished by t h e  law." 

"Unfortunate  t h i n g s  happened between t h e  church and t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  t h e  t r e n d  and 
o u r  hope is t h a t  i t  is  b e t t e r , "  s a y s  Chau Quoc Tuan, chairman o f  t h e  government r e l i g i o u s  a f f a i r s  
bureau i n  ffo Chi Minh C i t y .  His Hanoi c o u n t e r p a r t  r e f e r s  t o  %any misunders tandingsw between 
b e l i e v e r s  and government r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  g r a s s r o o t s - l e v e l  o f f i c i a l s  u n f a m i l i a r  wi th  
r e l i g i o u s  r i g h t s .  

I n  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  end o f  t h e  Vietnam War, t h e  v i c t o r i o u s  communists accused 
. *  many C h r i s t i a n s  o f  hav ing  suppor ted  t h e  d e f e a t e d  s o u t h e r n  regime and f o r e i g n  imper ia l i sm.  Some, 

- such as m i l i t a r y  c h a p l a i n s  and anti-communist C a t h o l i c  l e a d e r s ,  were s e n t  t o  h a r s h  re -educa t ion  
camps, w i t h  s o u t h e r n  army o f f i c e r s  and o t h e r s  s e e n  a s  t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  state. 

I 
I 

Other  b e l i e v e r s  r e p e a t e d l y  were summoned f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g  about  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  
f o r e i g n e r s ,  b a r r e d  from j o b s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  and excluded from meaningful  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y .  Many churches  and n e a r l y  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were c l o s e d  o r  

, t aken  o v e r  by t h e  s t a t e .  Much o f  t h e  church 's  l e a d e r s h i p  a l r e a d y  had l e f t  t h e  c o u n t r y ;  many more 
depar ted  l e g a l l y  o r  as  b o a t  people  a f ter  t h e  war. 

They were b i t t e r  y e a r s .  But C h r i s t i a n s  n o r t h  and sou th  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  church o f  Vietnam, 
once dependent  on f o r e i g n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and suppor t ,  h a s  been p u r i f i e d  and s t reng thened .  "We 
needed t o  be  washed as i n  t h e  ocean,  t o  b e  purged," r e f l e c t s  one b e l i e v e r .  

Church-s ta te  c l a s h e s  have by no means d i sappeared ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  t h e  powerful C a t h o l i c  
Church tests t h e  limits of t h e  government 's  new l i b e r a l  p o l i c i e s .  And a l t h o u g h  n e a r l y  a l l  
C h r i s t i a n  m i l i t a r y  c h a p l a i n s  have been r e l e a s e d  from re-educat ion camps, r e p o r t s  p e r s i s t  t h a t  
some p a s t o r s  and p r i e s t s  still are be ing  h e l d  i n  p r i s o n  on charges  t h a t  t h e i r  church a c t i v i t i e s  
were c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  Genera l  r e l i g i o u s  freedom v a r i e s  widely from prov ince  t o  p rov ince .  

Churches a l s o  s u f f e r  from a l a c k  o f  C h r i s t i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  and B i b l e s ,  inadequa te  r e l i g i o u s  
e d u c a t i o n ,  a g i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  and i n t e r n a l  d i v i s i o n s  o v e r  theology and d i r e c t i o n .  After decades  o f  
s e p a r a t i o n ,  n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n  C h r i s t i a n s  m i s t r u s t  each o t h e r ,  l e a d e r s  i n  bo th  r e g i o n s  admit .  

But t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  g o s p e l  I s  p e n e t r a t i n g  Vietnamese s o c i e t y  i n  a way i t  never  
d i d  before .  Even some Communist P a r t y  members r e p o r t e d l y  have tu rned  t o  t h e  f a i t h .  

The open-door p o l i c i e s  are having a " g r e a t  impactn on r e l i g i o u s  l i f e ,  one non-bel iever  i n  

I Hanoi concludes .  "The r o l e  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  and P r o t e s t a n t  church is i n c r e a s i n g .  They w i l l  have 
t h e i r  v o i c e  i n  t h e  l i f e  of s o c i e t y . "  

--3o-- 
Photos  mai led t o  B a p t i s t  s tate p a p e r s  by Richmond bureau o f  B a p t i s t  P r e s s .  
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Vietnam ve t e rans  + s e r v i c e  
' . seen as model f o r  o t h e r s  By Louis Moore 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BPI--Heroes, su rv ivo r s  and v ic t ims ,  as wel l  as opponents and suppor te rs  of 
t h e  Vietnam War joined i n  a s e r v i c e  o f  nrecogni t ion  and r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  f o r  Vietnam ve t e rans  and 
o t h e r  Americans a f f e c t e d  by t h e  warw a t  Crescent H i l l  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Lou i sv i l l e ,  Ky., May 21. 

Severa l  ve t e r ans  a t t end ing  t h e  s e r v i c e  s a i d  i t  marked t h e  f i r s t  time they have been 
recognized by a non-veteranst  group. 

The Crescent  H i l l  congregat ion gree ted  t h e  ve terans ,  many of  whom came dressed i n  t h e i r  
m i l i t a r y  uniforms, wl th  applause.  

Southern B a p t i s t s  who organized and pa r t i c ipa t ed  i n  t h e  s e rv i ce  s a i d  they hope i t  can become 
a model for o t h e r  congrega t ions  t o  follow. 

''The s e r v i c e  had a powerful,  moving impact on t h e  ve t e r ans  as  wel l  as on o t h e r s  i n  t h e  
church," s a i d  Glen S t a s sen ,  a C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c s  professor  a t  Southern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary 
i n  L o u i s v i l l e  and a p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  s e rv i ce .  

I Stas sen  i s  a l eade r  i n  both t h e  Crescent H i l l  Peacemakers and t h e  B a p t i s t  Peacemakers 
organiza t ions .  Be a l s o  was one of  t h e  people who encouraged t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention t o  
e s t a b l i s h  i ts  annual  Day o f  Prayer  f o r  World Peace, t h e  f i r s t  Sunday of  August. 

The s e r v i c e  o r i g i n a t e d  from a d iscuss ion  between H. Stephen Shoemaker, Crescent H i l l ' s  
p a s t o r ,  and Robert Greenberg, a Lou i sv i l l e  p s y c h i a t r i s t  who s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  t r e a t i n g  Vietnam 
ve t e rans ,  S t a s sen  sa id .  

Greenberg, t h e  au tho r  o f  t h e  new ch i ld ren ' s  book, "Tyranosaurus Tex," and a member o f  

I ' 

Crescent  H i l l  Church, s a i d  Vietnam ve t e rans  as a group a r e  i n  need o f  t h e  encouragement such a 
s e r v i c e  of  r ecogn i t i on  provides.  

"There a r e  two words a s o l d i e r  needs t o  hear  r e tu rn ing  from war," Shoemaker t o l d  t h e  
congregat ion a t t e n d i n g  t h e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  se rv i ce .  "The f i r s t  is, 'Thank you.' The second is ,  
'Welcome home.' Because o f  t h e  con f l i c t ed  hea r t  and mind and w i l l  o f  ou r  na t ion ,  we would not  
say  e i t h e r  as we should,  and t h a t  ha s  deepened your wounds, ve te rans  o f  Vietnam. 

"Jan Scruggs, who spearheaded t h e  Vietnam War Memorial, did s o  with t h e  convic t ion  t h a t  t h e  
Vietnam ve t e ran  could be,  should be,  honored, r ega rd l e s s  of  our  p o s i t i o n s  on t h a t  war -- t h a t  t h e  
war r io r  should be,  could be, separa ted  from t h e  war. 

'We a t  t h i s  church have wi th in  ou r  body many d i f f e r e n t ,  highly d ivergent  p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  
war. But we have ga thered  i n  common purpose t h i s  day t o  honor you, and t o  recognize you, who are 
ve t e r ans  o f  t h e  Vietnam experience.  We a r e  he re  t o  say  t h e  words you have most needed t o  hea r  
and words t h a t  have been t o o  slow coming: 'Thank you. Welcome home.'" 

The s e r v i c e  was punctuated wi th  personal  tes t imonies  from fou r  Vietnam War su rv ivo r s  -- a 
t r i p l e g i c  who was wounded as a s o l d i e r  i n  Vietnam, t h e  widow o f  a U.S. s o l d i e r  k i l l e d  i n  Vietnam, 
a Vietnam-era s o l d i e r  who was t roubled  about whether t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  war but  who was 
assigned t o  duty  i n  Germany and a U.S. Army he l i cop te r  p i l o t  i n  Vietnam who t o l d  of  emotional and 
s p i r i t u a l  s c a r s  r e s u l t i n g  from h i s  r e t u r n  home t o  a na t ion  unwil l ing t o  recognize those  who 
served i n  Vietnam. 

From h i s  wheelchair ,  Wayne Givens, husband o f  Southern Seminary s tuden t  Linda Givens, t o l d  
about  h i s  l i n g e r i n g  ques t ions  about t h e  phys ica l  p r i c e  he paid f o r  a war t h a t  concluded with t h e  
North Vietnamese cap tu r ing  South Vietnam. He has  found meaning by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  Crescent  H i l l  
Peacemakers, he s a id .  

Peggy Hester, whose f i r s t  husband, Tim Cole, died i n  Vietnam and who now is married t o  
Southern Seminary p ro fe s so r  Michael Hester ,  brought tears t o  t h e  eyes of  many i n  t h e  congregation 
as she  recounted t h e  day U.S. o f f i c i a l s  a r r i v e d  a t  h e r  home t o  inform h e r  of  Cole 's  death.  
Although h e r  l i f e  has been blessed with t h e  love  of  her second husband and t h e  b i r t h  o f  ch i ld ren  
t o  t h a t  marr iage,  Mrs. Hester s a i d  t h e  pain o f  t h e  l o s s  l i nge r s .  

--more- 
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J i m  'Smith t o l d  about  h i s  emot iona l  s t r u g g l e s  i n  boo t  camp over  
a c t u a l l y  k i l l  a n o t h e r  human b e i n g  and about  h i s  l i n g e r i n g  a n x i e t y  because h e  never  had t o  make a 
f i r m  d e c i s i o n ,  s i n c e  h e  was a s s i g n e d  t o  du ty  i n  Germany and never  made i t  t o  Vietnam. 

David Smith,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, t o l d  about  h i s  d u t i e s  as  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  f l y i n g  i n j u r e d  
s o l d i e r s  from b a t t l e f i e l d s  t o  medica l  c a r e .  He recounted a  s t o r y  about  y e a r s  l a t e r  meet ing a  man 
who thanked him f o r  s a v i n g  h i s  l i f e  by g a l l a n t l y  f l y i n g  him from b a t t l e  t o  a h o s p i t a l .  

Smith ea rned  t h e  F l y i n g  Cross  f o r  heroism i n  Vietnam b u t  k e p t  t h e  medal i n  a box f o r  13 
y e a r s  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  home from t h e  war because o f  t h e  tu rmoi l  i n  t h e  count ry  o v e r  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  
he  s a i d .  

I n  1977, Smith penned a poem t h a t  inc luded  t h e  l i n e s :  "How long  s h a l l  we remain bur ied  i n  
your  consc iences?  

"People have been w a i t i n g  a l o n g  t ime t o  g e t  t h i n g s  o u t  o f  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  We v e t e r a n s  have 
been l e f t  t o  t a l k  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  because o t h e r s  were n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  l i s t e n . "  

"Vietnam is c e r t a i n l y  ' u n f i n i s h e d  b u s i n e s s 1  f o r  o u r  na t ion .  The wounds a r e  deep i n  o u r  
h e a r t s  and s o u l s .  I applaud C r e s c e n t  H i l l  B a p t i s t  Church and a l l  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t s  
involved i n  t h i s  l a u d a b l e  e f f o r t  a t  h e a l i n g  and r e c o n c i l i a t i o n , "  s a i d  Richard D. Land, e x e c u t i v e  
d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  C h r i s  t i a n  L i f e  Commission. 

"I s t r o n g l y  encourage Southern B a p t i s t s  and o t h e r s  throughout o u r  l and  t o  reach  o u t  i n  
similar ways t o  t h o s e  American men and women who, i n  t h e  overwhelming percen tage  o f  c a s e s ,  served 
o u r  count ry  s o  b r a v e l y ,  honorably and s a c r i f i c i a l l y  i n  t h a t  war and who were t o o  o f t e n  welcomed 
home i n  a way t h a t  dishonored t h e  count ry  they  served s o  well." 

Congrega t ions  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h o l d i n g  similar s e r v i c e s  and wanting t o  know more about  t h e  
. ' r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  s e r v i c e  a t  Crescen t  H i l l  should w r i t e  t h e  church a t  2800 F r a n k f o r t  Ave., 

L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky. 40206, and r e q u e s t  a copy o f  a taped  record ing  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  or a t e x t ,  S t a s s e n  
s a i d .  

--30-- 

U n i f i c a t i o n  Church d i s p u t e  k.' - BJC B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
t o  g o  t o  t r i a l  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  Kathy Palen 5/26/89 

WASHINGTON (RP)--A j u r y  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  w i l l  dec ide  whether two former members o f  t h e  
U n i f i c a t i o n  Church should  r e c e i v e  damages f o r  i n j u r i e s  they  claim t o  have s u f f e r e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  

. becoming members o f  t h e  church.  

By r e f u s i n g  t o  rev iew t h e  d i s p u t e ,  t h e  U.S. Supreme Court l e f t  i n  p l a c e  a d e c i s i o n  by t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  Supreme Court  t h a t  t h e  c a s e  should go  t o  t r i a l .  

David Molko and Tracy L e a l ,  t h e  former church members involved i n  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  claim t h e y  
were approached and i n v i t e d  t o  U n i f i c a t i o n  Church e v e n t s  by members who denied t h e  church ' s  
i d e n t i t y  o r  r e l i g i o u s  n a t u r e .  

Both s a y  t h e y  were a t  church-run f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks b e f o r e  1.earning t h e  g roups  i n  
which t h e y  were p a r t i c i p a t i n g  were p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i f i c a t i o n  Church. Both jo ined  t h e  church 
s e v e r a l  months l a t e r .  

Although a d m i t t i n g  church  members never  used a c t u a l  o r  t h r e a t e n e d  p h y s i c a l  f o r c e  or 
r e s t r a i n t ,  Molko and L e a l  s a i d  members used wpsycholog ica lw manipu la t ion  -- i n c l u d i n g  s i n c e r e  
a f f e c t i o n ,  p o s i t i v e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  and g u i l t  -- t o  keep them from l e a v i n g .  

Molko and L e a l ,  who l e f t  t h e  U n i f i c a t i o n  Church a f ter  being wdeprogrammed,w f i l e d  s u i t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  church  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  S u p e r i o r  Court, c la iming f raud ,  c o e r c i v e  p e r s u a s i o n  and 
r e s t i t u t i o n .  The c o u r t  r e j e c t e d  t h e i r  claims. 

I n  a f f i r m i n g  t h e  lower c o u r t ' s  r u l i n g ,  a s t a t e  a p p e a l s  c o u r t  s a i d  it would be imposs ib le  f o r  
a J u r y  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between brainwashing and r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  wi thou t  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  U.S. 
C o n s t l t u t i o n  by q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h f s  r e l i g i o u s  teachings.  

-more-- 
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But t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Supreme Court reserved t h e  dec i s ion  and ordered t h e  d i spu te  t o  go t o  
t r i a l .  

I n  appea l ing  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  h ighes t  cou r t ,  Rex E.  Lee, counsel f o r  t h e  Uni f ica t ion  Church, 
wrote: "The s t a t e ' s  a s s e r t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  p ro t ec t ing  i ts  c i t i z e n s  from ?over ly  persuas ive '  
r e l i g i o u s  speech and conduct designed s o l e l y  t o  convert  someone t o  a new r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  c l e a r l y  
cannot c o n s t i t u t e  a compelling s t a t e  i n t e r e s t .  Otherwise, t h e  s t a t e  cou r t  w i l l  be given t h e  
authori ty" t o  dec ide  f o r  i t s e l f  what r e l i g i o u s  conversion experiences a r e  appropr ia te  and which 
involve an abuse which can be s eve re ly  c u r t a i l e d  o r  perhaps even abso lu t e ly  prohib i ted .  

"Absent phys i ca l  v io l ence  o r  o t h e r  t o r t i o u s  conduct,  t h e  s t a t e  cannot leave  unorthodox 
r e l i g i o u s  o rgan iza t ions  t o  t h e  not-so-tender mercies of a jury t o  decide whether s ta tements  made 
by church r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  persuade new members t o  j o in  t h e  church a r e  acceptable.ll  

But Ford Greene, a t t o r n e y  f o r  Molko, s a i d ,  "When a r e l i g i o n  is no t  chosen f r e e l y  and 
v o l u n t a r i l y ,  t h e  F i r s t  Amendment should n o t  s h i e l d  t h e  church from r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t s  
excesses." 

--30-- 

Executive Committee t o  vote  
on whether t o  h e a r  Moyers 

(U- CQ B a p t i s t  Press  
By Dan Martin 5/26/89 

LAS VEGAS, Nev. (BP)--During i t s  June 12  meeting, t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Executive Committee 
w i l l  vo te  on whether t o  i n v i t e  t e l e v i s i o n  j o u r n a l i s t  B i l l  Moyers t o  d i s cus s  h i s  documentary, "The 
B a t t l e  f o r  t h e  B ib l e ,  " before  i t  a i r s  i n  September. 

Moyers requested an appearance before  t h e  76-member committee a t  i ts  June meeting a f t e r  a 
r e s o l u t i o n  c r i t i c a l  o f  h i s  th ree-par t  series on r e l i g i o n  and s e c u l a r  p o l i t i c s  was adopted a t  t h e  
committee1s February meeting. 

The Executive Committee, by a 40-14 vote,  adopted a r e so lu t ion  proposed by Paul  P r e s s l e r ,  a 
Texas appea ls  c o u r t  judge and one o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  t h e  conserva t ive  movement i n  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention, which c a l l e d  the Moyers documentary "biased " and expressed concern about t h e  
use of  federal tax d o l l a r s  t o  a i r  t h e  s e r i e s  on publ ic  t e l e v i s i o n ,  

Following t h e  a c t i o n ,  Moyers s e n t  a telegram t o  P r e s s l e r ,  with a copy t o  Charles  Su l l i van ,  
pa s to r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of  Lenoir Ci ty ,  Tenn., and chairman o f  t h e  Executive Committee, 
which r e f e r r e d  t o  P r e s s l e r ' s  "spurious accusa t ions ,"  and requested an appearance by both men 
before t h e  June 12 Executive Committee s e s s ion  t o  "compare notes ,  t ake  ques t ions  and d i scus s  
t he se  ma t t e r s  i n  a C h r i s t i a n  manner." 

Su l l i van  t o l d  B a p t i s t  Press i n  May he had denied Moyersl reques t  f o r  an appearance i n  June 
"because o f  t h e  time frame i n  which we meet. We have very r e s t r i c t e d  time and a number 
of  items o f  bus ines s  t h a t  have t o  be f i n a l i z e d  f o r  t h e  convention (annual  meeting). We 
can ' t  g i v e  up an hour and a half  f o r  a debate and sti l l  g e t  our  bus iness  done." 

Su l l i van  added he would p re sen t  Moyers' reques t  t o  the f u l l  body " for  them t o  decide about 
extending an i n v i t a t i o n n  f o r  a d iscuss ion  o f  t h e  mat te r  i n  September, 

"We have t o  be  very c a r e f u l  about  opening the  Executive Committee meetings t o  any and 
everyone wanting t o  appear. We have a Lot o f  people making r eques t s ,  and we do no t  have time t o  
hea r  a l l  o f  them. We have t o  be very c a r e h l .  about who we i n v i t e .  I w i l l  p r e sen t  h i s  reques t  t o  
them i n  June, and they w i l l  cons ide r  whether they want t o  hea r  him," Su l l i van  sa id .  

B a p t i s t  Press was unable t o  con tac t  M y e r s ,  b u t  a news release mailed t o  announce an "encore 
broadcas t  o f  'The B a t t l e  f o r  t h e  Bible, '"  s a i d  he had been informed no time was a v a i l a b l e  before 
t h e  Executive Committee and charged t h e  group is %ow con t ro l l ed  by fundamental is ts ."  

The show was a i r e d  by t h e  Publ ic  Broadcasting Se rv i ce  May 21 and shown i n  many p l a c e s  on 
t h a t  day. Other  PBS s t a t i o n s ,  however, have scheduled t h e  show f o r  p re sen ta t i on  a t  o t h e r  times. 

--more-- 
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.Moyqrst news a e a s e  s a i d  t h e  ,!encore broadcast  . . . w i l l  f e a tu re  new oduct ions and 
conclus ions  by Moyers which w i l l  address  t h e  e f f o r t s  by Judge P r e s s l e r  t o  t h e  program 
s i n c e  its o r i g i n a l  a i r i n g  i n  December 1987." 

P r e s s l e r  s a i d  he was aware t h e  mat te r  w i l l  n o t  he discussed i n  June, and s a i d :  "1 w i l l  go 
wi th  him (Moyers) before  t h e  Executive Committee a t  any time t h e  Executive Committee schedules.  
I welcome t h e  oppor tuni ty  and th ink  it should be discussed before t h e  Executive Committee. 

, . "The pub l i c  has ' a  r i g h t  t o  know whether t h e  program was f a i r  o r  n o t ,  The f a c t  he has  
rescheduled t h e  program r i g h t  before  t h e  annual meeting g i v e s  v a l i d i t y  t o  t h e  concern t h a t  we 
have expressed t h a t  i t  is  being used t o  support  one f a c t i o n  i n  an intradenominat ional  c o n f l i c t .  
Otherwise, i t  would have been shown a f t e r  t h e  convention r a t h e r  than  before."  

..-301- 

Texas B a p t i s t s  cont inue  
d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  By Ken Camp 

B a p t i s t  Press 
5/26/89 

DALLAS (BPI-- Af te r  s e rv ing  about  8,800 meals t o  homeless f lood v ic t ims  i n  t h e  Houston a r ea ,  
vo lunteers  with t h e  Texas B a p t i s t  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  mobile u n i t  moved t h e i r  feeding opera t ion  80 
mi l e s  e a s t  t o  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Beaumont, Texas, May 25. 

Texas B a p t i s t  vo lun tee r s  i n  Beaumont met with l o c a l  American Red Cross o f f i c i a l s  May 25 
t o  p lan  r e l i e f  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  a n t i c i p a t e d  f looding over  t h e  weekend. Flood waters  from t h e  
previous week's v i o l e n t  s p r i n g  r a i n s  were expected t o  c r e s t  j u s t  no r th  of  Beaumont May 26. 

The d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  mobile u n i t ,  an 18-wheel t r a c t o r - t r a i l e r  r i g  with por tab le  f i e l d  
k i tchen ,  had a r r i v e d  i n  Houston May 22 a f t e r  feeding more than 2,500 meals i n  J a r r e l l  fol lowing a 
tornado t h a t  devas ta ted  t h a t  c e n t r a l  Texas community. 

When t h e  u n i t  was moved to  Houston, more than 8,000 homeless f lood  v ic t ims  were loca ted  i n  
i s o l a t e d  pockets  throughout a l a r g e  region no r theas t  OF t h e  metropoli tan a rea .  Many had gone 
without  h o t  meals f o r  48 hours. 

Meals were prepared by Texas B a p t i s t  vo lunteers  a t  t h e  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  u n i t ,  s t a t i o n e d  next  
t o  t h e  American Red Cross Houston o f f i c e ,  and de l ivered  i n  emergency r e l i e f  v e h i c l e s  t o  t h e  
homeless. 

The Texas B a p t i s t  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  u n i t  is capable o f  se rv ing  up t o  10,000 meals a day. The 
u n i t  has  provided h o t  meals f o r  d i s a s t e r  v ic t ims  thoughout Texas and i n  emergencies as f a r  away 

' . as Mexico C i ty  and Honduras. 

The Texas B a p t i s t  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  program works coopera t ive ly  with o t h e r  p r i v a t e  
o rgan iza t ions  through Volunteer  Organizat ions Active i n  Disas te rs .  The organiza t ion  inc ludes  t h e  
Red Cross, Sa lva t ion  Army and o t h e r  church groups. -- 30-- 

Plans  made t o  impact 
SBC women's min i s t ry  

B a p t i s t  Press  
5/26/89 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP )--Representatives of fou r  o rgan iza t ibns  met i n  Birmingham, Ala., May 19 
t o  d i s cus s  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  Southern B a p t i s t  Women i n  Ministry,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  s a id .  

Bet ty McGary, p r e s iden t  o f  Women i n  Ministry and min i s t e r  t o  a d u l t s  a t  South Main B a p t i s t  
Church i n  Houston, Texas, c a l l e d  t h e  meeting. 

Other p a r t i c i p a n t s  included Reba Cobb, pres ident  o f  t h e  board f o r  t h e  Center  f o r  Women i n  
Minis t ry  i n  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky.; Thomas H. Conley, s en io r  min i s t e r  of  Northside Drive B a p t i s t  Church 
i n  At lan ta ,  r ep re sen t ing  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  All iance;  and Catherine Allen,  a s s o c i a t e  executive 
d i r e c t o r  o f  Southern B a p t i s t  Woman's Missionary Union i n  Birmingham. 

"We discussed  t h e  p re sen t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  a l l  t he se  groups and then made some recommedations 
which ... w i l l  be presented t o  each one o f  t h e  organiza t ions  a t  t h e  app rop r i a t e  time," McGary 
sa id .  "This group w i l l  recommend t h a t  t h e  Center f o r  Women i n  Ministry i n  Lou i sv i l l e  w i l l  become 
t h e  Center f o r  Southern B a p t i s t  Women i n  Ministry and t h a t  t h e  organiza t ion  w i l l  govern a l l  t h e  
ope ra t ions  of t h e  center .  

--more-- 
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\'~ac.h of t h e  f o  lowing o rgan iza t ions  -- Southern B a p t i s t  All iance,  n B a p t i s t  Women i n  
Minis t ry ,  t h e  Center  f o r  ~ i m e n  I n  Minis t ry ,  southern  B a p t i s t  Womanf$ Missionary Union, B a p t i s t s  
Committed t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, and t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention -- w i l l  be 
i n v i t e d  t o  send r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  s t e e r i n g  committee meetings. 

"This i s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  o u r  recommendation. I r e a l i z e  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  this w i l l  have t o  be 
negot ia ted  with each o f  t h e  groups." 

McGary c i t e d  Southern B a p t i s t  Women i n  Minis t ry ' s  growing need f o r  admin i s t r a t i ve  s e r v i c e s  
and i t s  need t o  provide a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  and con t inu i ty  i n  i t s  work a s  t h e  main reasons  f o r  t h e  
recommendation. 

The o rgan iza t ion  w i l l  n o t  respond formally t o  t h e  recommendation u n t i l  i t s  June 1990 meeting 
i n  New Orleans,  La., she  said. 

"I t h i n k  t h e  t iming is good,* Cobb s a i d ,  "Hi s to r i ca l l y ,  I th ink  we are ready f o r  a uni ted  
e f f o r t .  I c e r t a i n l y  f e l t  t h e  sen t iments  were p o s i t i v e  and aff i rming o f  women i n  minis t ry  and of 
t h e  work of  t h e  Center  f o r  Women i n  Ministry." 

Cobb s a i d  s h e  does  n o t  know what people involved i n  t h e  c e n t e r  w i l l  decide:  "They have 
inves ted  much time and money, and they f e e l  deeply about what w i l l  happen. I hope t h a t  when they 
review ( t h e  recommendation), we can come t o  a consensus." 

"It's up t o  Southern B a p t i s t  Women i n  Ministry t o  frame t h e i r  own fu tu re , "  Allen said. 
"They have some important  d e c i s i o n s  t o  make. There seems t o  be a wi l l ingness  on t h e i r  p a r t  t o  be 
an i n c l u s i v e  o rgan iza t ion ,  and X commend them f o r  t h i s . "  

Allen aff i rmed t h e  group's  wi l l ingness  t o  involve t h e  wide v a r i e t y  o f  o rgan iza t ions  i n  t h e i r  
- s t e e r i n g  committee meetings. 

Said Conley, "It looks  l i k e  t o  me -- and I ' m  pleased with t h l s  -- t h a t  t h e  women's work i n  
, t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention w i l l  t i gh t en ,  be more e f f i c i e n t  and more product iven a s  a r e s u l t  

of  t h e  upcoming recommendations. 
--3O-- 

Photo mailed t o  B a p t i s t  s t a t e  newspapers from Woman's Missionary Union. 

Miss ionar ies  t o  r e c e i v e  h e l p  B a p t i s t  P re s s  
t o  endure Middle East stress By Art Toalston (n['-Fh.B 5/26/89 

RICHMOND, Va. (BPI--Measures t o  he lp  miss ionar ies  cope with t h e  Middle Eas t ' s  t e n s i o n s  a r e  
being developed by a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  who d i r e c t  Southern B a p t i s t  work I n  t h e  reg ion .  

The Middle Eas t  can be "a very h o s t i l e  and s t r e s s f u l  environmentw i n  which personal  and 
family problems, a s  wel l  as d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  work r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  o f t e n  a r i s e ,  noted Dale Thorne, 
t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Board admin i s t r a to r  who oversees  t h e  work of 165 Southern 
B a p t i s t  m i s s iona r i e s  i n  seven c o u n t r i e s  of t h e  Middle Eas t  and North Africa.  

Thorne o u t l i n e d  measures he  and o t h e r  admin i s t r a to r s  a r e  tak ing ,  de sc r ib ing  them i n  a May 24 
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  b o a r d f s  t r u s t e e s .  

The Middle Eas t  is no t  t h e  only p lace  "beset  by s t r i f e  and turmoi l ,  but  Lf we t ake  t h e  
propor t ion  o f  news coverage we r ece ive  as an i n d i c a t o r ,  we rank a t  t h e  t op  of  t h e  most tumultuous 
reg ions  o f  t h e  world," he acknowledged. 

I n  l i s t i n g  va r ious  s t r u g g l e s  miss ionar ies  f ace  i n  t h e  Middle Eas t ,  Thorne noted,  "Lest you 
should f e e l  t h a t  a11  o u r  mi s s iona r i e s  have these  experiences,  I assure  you t h a t  they do not." But 
s i n c e  " s u f f i c i e n t  numbersw a r e  "espec ia l ly  vulnerable,  e f f o r t s  a r e  needed "to counter  t h i s  
nega t ive  impact on o u r  work." 

Among t h e  s t e p s  Thorne reviewed f o r  undergirding miss ionar ies  as they  confront  t h e  s t r e s s  of - t h e  Middle Eas t :  
--more-- 
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-- Greater  he lp  " to  i d e n t i f y  and work through pre-exist ing problems i n  @ e i r  l i v e s "  during 
t h e  seven-week o r i e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  Missionary Learning Center i n  Rockvil le ,  Va. "As much a s  i s  
humanly poss ib l e ,  new mis s iona r i e s  need t o  e n t e r  t h e i r  min is t ry  with a c l ean  s l a t e , "  Thorne 

' noted. 

'When h u r t s  caused by p a s t  problems have n o t  been properly d e a l t  with before  coming t o  t h e  
(mission)  f i e l d , "  he  commented, " the missionary inev i t ab ly  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  problems a r e  
r e su r r ec t ed  and i n t e n s i f i e d  when he  is  c a l l e d  upon t o  a d j u s t  t o  a completely new s e t  o f  r u l e s  f o r  
l i v i n g .  " 

-- Grea te r  he lp  i n  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  per iod  a f t e r  miss ionar ies  a r r i v e  overseas ,  " to enhance 
rap id  a d a p t a b i l i t y  t o  and acceptance o f  t h e  l o c a l  people and t h e i r  cu l tu re . "  

-- An emphasis on s t r eng then ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and approaching them i n  more r a t i o n a l  
fash ion ,  w i th in  and among missionary f ami l i e s .  

-- Expanded t r a i n i n g  t o  a i d  Southern B a p t i s t  miss ionar ies  i n  becoming knowledgeable about 
t h e  people and r e l i g i o n s  o f  t h e i r  a r ea .  

-- Addit ional  t l s p i r i t u a l  growth oppor tun i t i e s  such  as mission r e t r e a t s  and area-wide 
conferences which encourage ou r  f o l k s  t o  be  increas ingly  open t o  t h e  Holy S p i r i t ' s  min is t ry  i n  
t h e i r  l i v e s .  " 

-- Expanded r e sou rces  f o r  "mental, emotional and s p i r i t u a l  suppor tw fo r  mi s s iona r i e s  whose 
problems compel them t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  with an eye toward ''nursing them back t o  
h e a l t h  and e f f e c t i v e n e s s  during times o f  furlough and medical leave." 

Thorne ampl i f ied  s e v e r a l  common scena r io s  o f  stress among mis s iona r i e s  i n  t h e  Middle East.  

Even be fo re  ven tu r ing  overseas ,  t h e  miss ionar ies  weather u n c e r t a i n t i e s  and de l ays  -- and 
sometimes d e n i a l s  -- i n  applying f o r  visas and work permits ,  he s a ld .  

Af te r  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  Middle Eas t ,  "they l e a r n  t h a t  mast l i k e l y  t h e i r  te lephones are 
monitored, t h e i r  a c t i o n s  watched, t h e i r  mail censored and a f i l e  kep t  on them by t h e  
a u t h o r i t i e s , "  h e  added. "This f i l e  is consul ted any time they apply f o r  ex tens ion  o f  v i s a s  o r  
work permi ts ,  o r  even r eques t  a d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e .  They are warned t h a t  o f f i c i a l  informants  may 

. be found anywhere -- i n  t h e i r  neighborhood, i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  where they  work, o r  even i n  t h e i r  
church fel lowship.  

"Improper a c t i v i t y  can n o t  only jeopardize t h e i r  own presence i n  t h e  country,"  he added. 
"It may seve re ly  a f f e c t  t h e i r  fe l low mis s iona r i e s  and t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  co l leagues .  

"War and c i v i l  s t r i f e  a r e  almost a 'g ivent  i n  ou r  p a r t  o f  t h e  world," he s a id .  Nearly every 
missionary who works i n  Gaza o r  wi th  Arabs on t h e  Israel i -occupied West Bank "has experienced 
some t ype  o f  ' c l o s e  c a l l . ' "  

" A l l  t o o  o f t e n ,  t h e  symptoms o f  d i s t r e s s  manifest  themselves i n  t h e  family,"  Thorne noted. 
"Husband and wife  become a t  odds, maybe f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime, Children r e b e l ,  and t h e  pa ren t s  a r e  
a t  a l o s s  t o  know how t o  d e a l  wi th  them." 

Sometimes t ens ion  is heightened by a l a c k  of  support  from family members i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  he s a i d .  A number o f  new mis s iona r i e s  experience *open h o s t i l i t y  from t h e i r  f ami l i e s , "  
he explained.  nThis r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c a l l  l oads  them with an extremely heavy emotional 
burden. " 

m e  problems' w i l l  n o t  go  away by wai t ing  " u n t i l  * t h i n g s  g e t  b e t t e r , ? "  Thorne s a i d ,  because 
"looking r e a l i s t i c a l l y  a t  o u r  experience o f  r ecen t  years ,  t h e  gene ra l  s i t u a t i o n  has  worsened 
r a t h e r  t han  improved. " 

Southern B a p t i s t s  must, he s a i d ,  'develop "a comprehensive program which w i l l  p repare  
mi s s iona r i e s  f o r  service wi th in  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  environment." 
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