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Pe r fo rmance -o r i en t ed '  g u i d e s  
hold budget  t o  $134.8 m i l l i o n  By Marv Knox ' 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Operating under  new wperformance-or ientedn g u i d e l i n e s ,  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  
Execut ive  Committee h a s  proposed a 2.05 p e r c e n t  d e c r e a s e  f o r  t h e  conven t ion ' s  nex t  budget .  

The new g u i d e l i n e s  l i n k  Coopera t ive  Program budget  g o a l s  . t o  p r e v i o u s  r e c e i p t s .  
Consequently,  t h e  1989-90 g o a l  h a s  a c e i l i n g  of  $134,787,543, t h e  amount r ece ived  d u r i n g  t h e  
f i s c a l  y e a r  t h a t  ended Sep t .  30 ,  1988. 

The c u r r e n t  Coope ra t ive  Program b a s i c  budget ,  s e t  acco rd ing  t o  n g o a l - o r i e n t e d ~  p rocedures ,  
h a s  a $137 -6 m i l l i o n  t a r g e t .  Fol lowing t h e  same budget -se t  t i n g  procedure ,  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t s  

.. . , have n o t  met t h e  o v e r a l l  Coope ra t ive  Program budget  f o r  most o f  t h i s  decade,  have b u i l t  a backlog  
o r  c a p i t a ?  needs  commitments and have f a l l e n  below t h e  pace o f  i n f l a t i o n .  

The Execut ive  Committee approved new budget ing  p rocedures  and t h e  1989-90 Coopera t ive  
Program g o a l  d u r i n g  i ts Feb. 20-22 meeting i n  Nashvi l le .  Both a c t i o n s  are  s u b j e c t  t o  a p p r o v a l  by 
messengers t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n l s  annua l  b u s i n e s s  s e s s i o n  June  13-15 i n  Las Vegas, Nev. 

The proposed Coope ra t ive  Program budget ing  procedure  h a s  two p a r t s :  

F i r s t ,  i t  mandates t h a t  t h e  g o a l  f o r  t h e  Coope ra t ive  Program's " b a s i c  budgetn  -- o p e r a t i n g  
funds  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  18 conven t ion  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  which conduct  e v a n g e l i s t i c ,  m i s s iona ry ,  
e d u c a t i o n a l  and c h u r c h - s t a r t i n g  m i n i s t r i e s  worldwide -- be "no g r e a t e r  than  t h e  Coopera t ive  
Program r e c e i p t s  f o r  t h e  l a s t  f i s c a l  y e a r  of  record ."  

Fo r  example, t h e  g o a l  f o r  t h e  1969-90 budget ,  which beg ins  Oct. 1 ,  could n o t  be l a r g e r  t h a n  
r e c e i p t s  f o r  t h e  1987-88 budget .  

Second, i t  d i r e c t s  t h a t  from 1990-91 forward a l l  Coopera t ive  Program income r e c e i v e d  i n  
e x c e s s  o f . i t s  b a s i c  budget  be d i s t r t b u t e d  e q u a l l y  between i t s  "program advancew and " c a p i t a l  
needs" budgets .  

To i l l u s t r a t e ,  suppose  t h e  Coopera t ive  Program rece ived  $2 m i l l i o n  more than  i t s  b a s i c  
budget  g o a l .  Of t h a t  e x c e s s ,  t h e  program advance  budget  would d i s t r i b u t e  $1 m i l l i o n  t o  t h e  18 
r e c i p i e n t s  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  pe rcen tages  by which they  r e c e i v e d  t h e  b a s i c  budget .  The c a p i t a l  
needs budget  would d i s t r i b u t e  $1 m i l l i o n  between p r e v i o u s l y  approved b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t s  f o r  
v a r i o u s  SBC o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

The new budget ing  procedure  was i n i t i a t e d  i n  January  by t h e  SBC Inter-Agency Counci l ,  
comprised o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e s  o f  convent ion  e n t i t i e s .  The IAC proposed t h e  measure a s  p a r t  o f  a 
comprehensive p l a n  t o  e a s e  t h e  SBC1s growing c a p i t a l  needs  d e f i c i t .  The new procedure  was 
des igned t o  enab le  Coope ra t ive  Program r e c i p i e n t s  t o  set t h e i r  budgets  more a c c u r a t e l y  and t o  
a l l ow t h e  conven t ion  t o  pay off  its c a p i t a l  needs  commitments. 

The Execu t ive  Committee's program and budget  subcommittee approved t h e  new procedure  d u r i n g  
i t s  meet ing  Jan.  18-20. The subcommittee r a t i f i e d  t h e  f i n a l  language  o f  t h e  p roposa l  w i thou t  
deba t e  Feb. 21,  and t h e  f u l l  Execut ive  Committee approved t h e  p roposa l  w i thou t  d i s c u s s i o n  later 
t h a t  ' day. 

The budget ing  procedure  w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h e  convent ion ,  p r e d i c t e d  Will iam F. B a r r e l l ,  chairman 
of  t h e  program and budget  subcommittee. 

--more-- 
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"It's good economic procedure  t o  have your  budget  based  on p a s t  performance," s a i d  H a r r e l l ,  
p a s t o r  o f  Abi lene  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Mar t inez ,  Ga. "Goal-oriented budgets  have n o t  worked, 
Common s e n s e  i n d i c a t e s  w e  need t o  go  t o  a procedure t h a t  w i l l  work. 

"We w i l l  l e t  t h e  people  of  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention set t h e  g o a l  by demons t r a t i ng  
good s t ewardsh ip  y e a r  t o  yea r .  The more w e  g i v e  one y e a r ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  o u r  budget  can  be  l a t e r . "  

, - The procedure  p u t s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n t s  f i n a n c i a l  f u t u r e  where i t  should 
be ,  he  added: "We do n o t  have a committee e s t a b l i s h i n g  g o a l s  t h a t  a r e  u n a t t a i n a b l e .  The 
c h a l l e n g e  s h i f t s  t o  t h e  peop le ,  n o t  a committee." 

Although t h e  p r o c e s s  h a s  n o t  y e t  been approved by t h e  convent ion ,  t h e  Execut ive  
Committee's proposed 1989-90 budget  a b i d e s  by i ts  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  The 2.05 p e r c e n t  d e c r e a s e  is 
borne by 15 o f  t h e  18 r e c i p i e n t s .  

Agencies w i t h  proposed g a i n s  a r e  Golden Gate B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Seminary i n  M i l l  Va l l ey ,  
C a l i f . ,  $193,109,  p a r t  of  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a l l m e n t  o f  a f i ve -yea r ,  $1 m i l l i o n  s p e c i a l  a l l o c a t i o n  t o  
provide  endowment f o r  f a c u l t y - s t a f f  hous ing  a l lowances ;  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission, $37,358 t o  
he lp  e s t a b l i s h  a n  o f f i c e  i n  Washington; and t h e  Stewardship  Commission, $19,895 t o  h e l p  promote 
t h e  SBC's Planned Growth i n  Giving campaign. 

With most SBC e n t i t i e s  expected  t o  t a k e  budget  c u t s ,  t h e  proposed 1989-90 budget  is  even 
t i g h t e r  t h a n  i t s  i n i t i a l  g o a l ,  s e t  by t h e  Execut ive  Committee l a s t  f a l l .  The committee t h e n  
proposed a zero-growth $137.6 m i l l i o n  b a s i c  budget  g o a l ,  t h e  same a s  t h e  c u r r e n t  budget ' s .  

Committee Chairman Cha r l e s  W. S u l l i v a n ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Leno i r  C i t y ,  
Tenn., urged Southern  B a p t i s t s  t o  pray  f o r  t h e  SBC1s u n i f i e d  budget:  111 would encourage  a l l  of  
t h e  chu rches  o f  o u r  convent ion  t o  e a r n e s t l y  pray f o r  and s tudy  how they  can  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Coopera t ive  Program. Th i s  is. tremendously impor t an t  i n  l i g h t  of  
t h e  g r e a t  needs  which we have wi th  o u r  f o r e i g n  mis s ions  program and o u r  home mis s ions  program." 

P r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  SBC Fore ign  and Home miss ion  boa rds  echoed S u l l i v a n .  

"Unless something happens t o  change t h e  t r e n d ,  and we cannot  send t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  who want 
t o  go and have t o  draw back on t h e  work t h a t  we're a l r e a d y  t r y i n g  t o  do,  t h e s e  w i l l  be t h e  wors t  
of times i n  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  h i s t o r y , "  s a i d  R. Kei th  Pa rks  o f  t h e  Fore ign  Miss ion  Board. 

"The Coope ra t ive  Program is  n o t  j u s t  a budget  l i n e , "  s a i d  t h e  Home Miss ion  Board ' s  La r ry  
Lewis. "It is t h e  l i f e l i n e  o f  o u r  miss ion  work, n o t  on ly  i n  America, b u t  around t h e  world." 

Observers  noted  t h e  new budget ing  procedure  should  h e l p  t h e  mi s s ion  boa rds  because  o f  i t s  
mandate t o  d i v i d e  r e c e i p t s  o v e r  t h e  b a s i c  budget  50-50 between t h e  c a p i t a l  needs  and program 
advance budgets .  

The FMB does  n o t  r e c e i v e  c a p i t a l  funds  through t h e  budget ,  and t h e  HMB r e c e i v e s  a l i m i t e d  
amount. But t o g e t h e r  t h e y  g e t  t h e  l i o n ' s  s h a r e  o f  a l l  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  Coopera t ive  Program 
r e c e i p t s  -- 50 p e r c e n t  f o r  t h e  FMB and 19.54 p e r c e n t  f o r  t h e  NMB. 

P r e v i o u s l y ,  all c a p i t a l  needs  have  had t o  be funded -- a f e a t  n o t  accomplished r e c e n t l y  -- 
be fo re  t h e  mi s s ion  boa rds  could  r e c e i v e  advance budget  funds.  Now t h e y  a r e  t o  g e t  i n  on t h e  
over-and-above money immediately a f t e r  t h e  b a s i c  budget  i s  met. That  benchmark should be e a s i e r  
t o  r e a c h ,  s i n c e  i t  is  t i e d  t o  p a s t  r e c e i p t s  i n s t e a d  o f  f u t u r e  g o a l s .  

C a p i t a l  needs  a l s o  were t h e  focus  o f  two o t h e r  Execut ive  Committee a c t i o n s .  

F i r s t ,  i t  made t h e  d e b t  on t h e  four-year-old SBC Bu i ld ing  i n  N a s h v i l l e  a " p r i o r i t y  i tem" f o r  
t h e  1989-90 budget .  The b u i l d i n g  is home t o  e i g h t  SBC e n t i t i e s  and is t h e  on ly  convent ion-  
approved c a p i t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  which funds  a l r e a d y  have been borrowed. 

The $2.5 m i l l i o n  i n i t i a t i v e  was proposed by t h e  Inter-Agency Counci l .  The SBC Sunday School  
Board, which does  n o t  r e c e i v e  Coopera t ive  Program funds ,  h a s  agreed  t o  p rov ide  $400,000. The 
ba l ance  w i l l  b e  pa id  i n  12 monthly i n s t a l l m e n t s ,  o f f  t h e  t op  o f  Coopera t ive  Program r e c e i p t s .  

--more-- 
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Program and budget  subcommittee Chairman H a r r e l l  s a i d  t h e  up-f ront  e f f o r t  t o  pay o f f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  d e b t  makes economic sense :  "This is t h e  on ly  t h i n g  we have borrowed money a g a i n s t  w i th  
t h e  promise o f  funds  coming from t h e  c a p i t a l  needs  budget .  We a r e  s p i n n i n g  o u r  wheels  paying 
i n t e r e s t  when we could  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  debt .  It is  a roadblock t o  any o t h e r  c a p i t a l  needs." 

Second, t h e  Execut ive  Committee voted  t o  wreschedu lan  unfunded c a p i t a l  needs  -- which were 
t o  have been pa id  d u r i n g  1985-90 -- o v e r  a 10-year p e r i o d ,  1990-2000. 

Those c a p i t a l  needs  t o t a l  more t h a n  $22.9 m i l l i o n  and a r e  d iv ided  between t h e  s i x  SBC 
s e m i n a r i e s ,  t h e  Home Mission Board and t h e  Radio and T e l e v i s i o n  Commission. Rece ip t s  a r e  t o  be  
d i s t r i b u t e d  a n n u a l l y  on a p r o r a t a  b a s i s .  

The r e s c h e d u l i n g  p l an  a l s o  was o f f e r e d  by t h e  Inter-Agency Council .  It is neces sa ry  because 
t h e  SBC h a s  been  " f a l l i n g  more and more behind ,  g e t t i n g  i n  d e b t  t o  o u r s e l v e s , "  H a r r e l l  s a i d .  

The promised c a p i t a l  needs  money h a s  n o t  been s p e n t ,  he s a i d ,  b u t  added: "We a r e  doing  t h i s  
t o  ma in t a in  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  p roces s .  I f  we d i d  n o t  honor t h e s e  commitments, we would damage 
ou r  c r e d i b i l i t y  w i t h  founda t ions  t h a t  p rov ide  matching funds.  We would neve r  g e t  matching funds  
aga in .  " 

--3o-- 

Execut ive  Committee approves  
R e l i g i o u s  L i b e r t y  Commission By Dan Mar t in  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
2/24/89 

NASHVILLE (BPI- -crea t ion  of  a new R e l i g i o u s  L i b e r t y  Commission h a s  been approved by t h e  
Southern  B a p t i s t  Execut ive  Committee on a 42-27 s e c r e t  b a l l o t  vo t e .  

The v o t e  came d u r i n g  t h e  Feb. 20-22 meeting o f  t h e  76-member Execut ive  Committee a f t e r  a  
seven-member s t u d y  committee recommended c r e a t i n g  t h e  new e n t i t y  as "an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  accompZish 
t h e  program and fundingw o f  t h e  Washington-based B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on P u b l i c  A f f a i r s .  

The a c t i o n ,  however, s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  t h e  SBC "would con t inue  its r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  t h e  
B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  through t h e  R e l i g i o u s  L i b e r t y  Commission." 

I n  o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  a new e n t i t y ,  messengers t o  two consecu t ive  SBC a n n u a l  meet ings  w i l l  be  
r e q u i r e d  t o  approve  t h e  a c t i o n  by m a j o r i t y  vo te s .  Thus, messengers t o  bo th  t h e  1989 annua l  
meeting i n  Las Vegas, Nev., and t h e  1990 annua l  meeting i n  New Or l eans  must g i v e  t h e i r  a s s e n t .  

Members o f  t h e  Execut ive  Committee approved a package t h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  recommendation t o  
c r e a t e  t h e  new agency,  a l o n g  wi th  a c h a r t e r ,  program s t a t e m e n t  and p re l imina ry  bylaws. 

Under t h e  p roposa l ,  messengers t o  t h e  Las Vegas convent ion  w i l l  be asked t o  approve  c r e a t i o n  
o f  t h e  new e n t i t y .  Then, messengers t o  t h e  New Or l eans  annua l  meeting w i l l  b e  asked t o  v o t e  on 
t h e  m a t t e r  a g a i n ,  and a l s o  b a l l o t  on a c h a r t e r ,  program s t a t e m e n t ,  funding ,  and e l e c t i o n  of 27 
t r u s t e e s  t o  t h e  new o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

New O r l e a n s  messengers  a l s o  w i l l  b e  asked t o  d i s s o l v e  t h e  18-member P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  
Committee, a  s t a n d i n g  committee through which t h e  SBC r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  BJCPA. 

A l l  o f  t h e  v o t e s  t o  c r e a t e  and o r g a n i z e  t h e  new commission w i l l  b e  s imp le  m a j o r i t i e s ;  on ly  
t h e  v o t e  t o  d i s s o l v e  t h e  PAC w i l l  r e q u i r e  a two- th i rd s  ma jo r i t y .  

Members o f  t h e  Execut ive  Committee -- and messengers t o  t h e  annua l  meet ings  -- were 
p re sen ted  t h e  t o t a l  package Itin o r d e r  t o  g i v e  them a t o t a l  viewn o f  t h e  s cope  and work o f  t h e  new 
e n t i t y .  

"We a r e  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  t o t a l  package i n  o r d e r  n o t  t o  a s k  messengers t o  v o t e  w i t h o u t  having  
a l l  o f  t h e  i n fo rma t ion , "  s a i d  Harold C. Benne t t ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Execut ive  Committee. 

The recommendation is t h e  l a t e s t  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  stormy r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  SBC and t h e  
BJCPA. I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h r e e  s p e c i a l  committees appo in t ed  by t h e  Execut ive  Committee have 
looked i n t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Southern  B a p t i s t s  and t h e  BJCPA, a r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  
watchdog comprised o f  n i n e  B a p t i s t  bod ie s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  and Canada. 

-more-- 
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The BJCPA and i t s  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  James M. Dunn, have been under  F i r e  from conven t ion  
c o n s e r v a t i v e s  who cha rge  t h e  BJCPA is unrespons ive  t o  t h e  w i shes  o f  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t s  and is  
unaccountable  t o  t h e  SBC because  it h a s  on ly  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  w h i l e  p rov id ing  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h e  funding.  I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  BJCPA h a s  narrowly su rv ived  e f f o r t s  t o  defund o r  withdraw 
t h e  SBC from p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

The a c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d y  committee t h a t  recommended c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  new e n t i t y  a l s o  is 
. ,."++.-m.7+n - - *. c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  a s  Dunn p r o t e s t e d  n o t  be ing  i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  t h a t  

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  recommendation. 

Dunn s a i d  he  was n o t  asked t o  p rov ide  i n p u t  u n t i l  t h e  s t u d y  committee met Monday, Feb. 20 ,  
and c a l l e d  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  recommendation "shabby, u n f a i r ,  u n e t h i c a l  and 
impr0per.n 

After t h e  Execu t ive  Committee approved t h e  recommendation, Dunn t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s ,  "The 
q u e s t i o n  b e f o r e  u s  is n o t  whether Southern  B a p t i s t s  s u p p o r t  t h e  w i t n e s s  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  
Committee, b u t  how t h e y  w i l l  s u s t a i n  it." 

He r e f e r r e d  t o  a c t i o n  by s t a t e  conven t ions  t o  p rov ide  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  BJCPA i f  t h e  
$ I  , r e l a t i o n s h i p  o r  fund ing  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r e d .  He a l s o  noted  a  number o f  chu rches ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

+ t h e  moderate Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  A l l i a n c e ,  have pledged t o  suppor t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i f  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  t h e  SBC i s  changed. 

"The t r a c k  r eco rd  o f  BJC accomplishments,  t h e  t a n g i b l e  d o l l a r  s a v i n g s  t o  mi s s ions  c a u s e s ,  
t h e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t n e s s  t o  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  c r y  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h i s  s h o r t - s i g h t e d  and d i v i s i v e  
a c t i o n  by t h e  Execu t ive  Committee," h e  added. 

'?The BJC w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i t s  work outspokenly  and s p e c i f i c a l l y .  The BJC s t a n d s  more t h a n  e v e r  
f o r  w i t n e s s  w i th  t h e  whole f ami ly  o f  B a p t i s t s ,  African-American and a l l  t h e  r e s t .  

"The BJC w i l l  n o t  compromise h i s t o r i c  B a p t i s t  c o n v i c t i o n s  f o r  a  mess of  p o l i t i c a l l y - t a i n t e d  
po t t age .  " 

The recommendation t o  c r e a t e  t h e  new e n t i t y  involved  a c t i o n  by a l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e  Execut ive  
Committee's t h r e e  subcommittees,  and f e a t u r e d  n e a r l y  a n  hour  and a h a l f  of  d e b a t e  be fo re  t h e  
f i n a l  vo t e .  

It  had been i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  commi t t ee s l s  b u s i n e s s  and f i n a n c e  subcormnittee i n  September 
1988. Subcommittee chairman David Hankins, p a s t o r  o f  T r i n i t y  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Lake C h a r l e s ,  
La., appo in t ed  t h e  committee t o  develop t h e  a l t e r n a t e  t o  c o n t i n u i n g  i n  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  
t h e  BJC.  

A t  t h e  t ime ,  Hankins t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  t h e  committee "was t o  p r e p a r e  should t h e  Sou the rn  
B a p t i s t  Convention want t o  do  something d i f f e r e n t  ( t h a n  con t inue  i t s  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  t h e  
BJC). He added a t  t h e  February  meeting t h e  recommendation is proposed a s  a n  a l t e r n a t e ,  and s a i d  
t h e  messengers  "have two o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  v o t e  it down." 

During p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  d i s c u s s i o n ,  Execu t ive  Committee members ques t ioned  whether t h e  body 
was a c t i n g  p r o p e r l y  i n  propos ing  a n  a c t i o n .  

Ann Smith,  a  homemaker from Greensboro,  N.C.,  s a i d :  "It seems t o  me we have g o t t e n  t h e  
ho r se  and t h e  c a r t  i n  t h e  wrong p l aces .  It seems t o  me t h i s  Execut ive  Committee should  a c t  i n  
response  t o  what t h e  convent ion  d i c t a t e s  and n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  it." 

Sunnye Jones ,  a homemaker from Baton Rouge, La., s a i d :  "I do n o t  f e e l  we can  c o n t i n u e  t o  
i gno re  t h e  mandate of t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention. Fo r  f o u r  y e a r s  i n  a row, t h e  BJC h a s  been 
suppor ted  by convent ion  vote .  We had b e t t e r  l i s t e n . "  

Member Ed Drake,  a n  a t t o r n e y  from D a l l a s ,  agreed  t h a t  " fou r  t imes  t h e  i s s u e  h a s  been  
submit ted  t o  t h e  SBC," b u t  po in t ed  o u t  t h e  minor i t y  v o t e  was from 48 t o  49.4 pe rcen t .  "Those 
people  s a i d  t h e y  were d i s s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  way t h i n g s  were go ing  ... d i s s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  F i r s t  Amendment." 

--more-- 
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Two e f f o r t s  t o  modify t h e  p roposa l  were d e f e a t e d .  

James Morton, p a s t o r  o f  T r i n i t y  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Livermore,  C a l i f . ,  a t t empted  t o  s low 
down t h e  p r o c e s s ,  and t o  g i v e  messengers i n  Las Vegas a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  op in ion  on 
whether t h e y  wanted t o  change t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The e f f o r t  l o s t  50-8. 

Frank Ingraham, a N a s h v i l l e  a t t o r n e y ,  proposed t h a t  t h e  BJC r e l a t e  t o  t h e  SBC through t h e  
new commission, b u t  t h a t  convent ion  approved funding  be channeled through t h e  Execu t ive  

.. . . 
.% - : Committee. T h a t  e f f o r t  f a i l e d  40-19. . 

During d i s c u s s i o n ,  R.  Kei th  Pa rks ,  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Fore ign  Mission Board, 
s a i d  h e  b e l i e v e s  c r e a t i o n  of  t h e  new e n t i t y  w i l l  be d i v i s i v e  and "is n o t  a wi se  t h i n g  t o  do." He 
c i t e d  t h e  c o s t  t o  mi s s ions ,  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  i n f l u e n c e  i n  Washington and t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  we 
a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  c o o p e r a t e ,  even wi th  o t h e r  B a p t i s t s . "  

As f o r  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of  i n f l u e n c e  i n  the  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l ,  Pa rks  commented: "We t h i n k  
Southern  B a p t i s t s  a r e  p r e t t y  b i g  s t u f f ,  b u t  I don1 t t h i n k  people  i n  Washington s h a r e  t h a t  

, impress ion .  " 
. . 

< .  He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  SBC "is i n  a t e r r i b l e  budget  c runch and everybody s a y s  t h e  Coopera t ive  
Program ( t h e  SBC u n i f i e d  budge t )  is i n  t e r r i b l e  shape ,  p l a t eaued  a t  b e s t  and d e c l i n i n g  a t  worse.I1 
He t h e n  ques t ioned  t h e  wisdom o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a new agency t h a t  w i l l  c o s t  from $500,000 t o  
$750,000 when t h e  c o s t  w i l l  b e  borne  by mis s ions  agenc ie s .  "Half o f  it w i l l  come from f o r e i g n  
mis s ions  and 20 p e r c e n t  from home mis s ions , "  he  s a i d .  

--3o-- 

B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
s u r v i v e s  budget  a t t a c k s  By Marv Knox 2/24/89 

NASHVILLE ( B P ) - - T ~ ~  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  su rv ived  f o u r  a t t a c k s  -on i t s  
. budget  d u r i n g  t h e  Feb. 20-22 meeting o f  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Execut ive  Committee i n  Nashv i l l e .  

The B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee i s  a Washington-based c o a l i t i o n  o f  n i n e  B a p t i s t  convent ions .  It 
focuses  on t h e  twin  F i r s t  Amendment i s s u e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  and chu rch - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s .  

The BJC h a s  been  c r i t i c i z e d  by Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  Convention c o n s e r v a t i v e s  f o r  be ing  t o o  
l i b e r a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i ts p o s i t i o n s  on s c h o o l  p r a y e r  and a b o r t i o n .  They a l s o  have s a i d  t h e  BJC 
has  f a i l e d  t o  be  accoun tab le  t o  t h e  SBC, which p r o v i d e s  most o f  t h e  committee 's  funds.  

BJC s t a f f  and s u p p o r t e r s  have countered  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  B a p t i s t s 1  
h i s t o r i c  s t a n d  on s e p a r a t i o n  o f  church  and s t a t e  and t h u s  was c o r r e c t  i n  n o t  endor s ing  t h e  s c h o o l  
p raye r  amendment. They have s a i d  t h a t  t h e  BJCt s  program ass ignment  p r o h i b i t s  it from be ing  
involved i n  t h e  a b o r t i o n  d e b a t e ,  which is n o t  a r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  ma t t e r .  And t h e y  have  s a i d  t h e  
t h e  BJC i s  a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  i ts f u l l  54-member board ,  on which t h e  SBC h a s  18 s e a t s .  

During t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  t h e  SBC Execut ive  Committee h a s  c r e a t e d  t h r e e  s p e c i a l  
committees t o  s t u d y  t h e  conven t ion ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  and /o r  funding  of  t h e  BJC. 

The most r e c e n t  committee r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  Execut ive  Committee a t  i ts February  meeting.  The 
committee sugges t ed  t h a t  t h e  SBC c r e a t e  a new R e l i g i o u s  L i b e r t y  Commission, which w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  SBC i n  Washington and through which t h e  SBC w i l l  fund and r e l a t e  t o  t h e  BJC. The Execut ive  
Committee approved t h a t  p r o p o s a l  and w i l l  p r e s e n t  it t o  messengers t o  t h e  SBC a n n u a l  meeting t h i s  
summer. C r e a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a p p r o v a l  by messengers t o  two s u c c e s s i v e  SBC a n n u a l  meet ings .  

I n  t h e  meantime, t h e  SBC must dec ide  how much s u p p o r t  it w i l l  g i v e  t o  t h e  BJC. 

A t  i ts  Jan .  18-20 meet ing ,  t h e  Execut ive  Committee's program and budget  subcommittee voted  
t o  recommend t h a t  t h e  BJC t a k e  t h e  same 2.05 p e r c e n t  budget  c u t  t o  be i n c u r r e d  by most SBC 
e n t i t i e s .  T h a t  would d rop  i t s  a l l o c a t i o n  from the  c u r r e n t  $400,000 t o  $391,796. 

But when t h e  subcommittee reconvened d u r i n g  the  f u l l  Execut ive  Committee meet ing ,  i t  
e n t e r t a i n e d  a motion t o  escrow t h e  SBC1a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  BJC " u n t i l  such  time a s  t hey  g i v e  
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  f'unds w e  provide."  

--more-- 
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S u p p o r t e r s  of  t h e  motion c i t e d  t h e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  i s s u e ,  n o t i n g  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  members o f  
t h e  BJC had been denied  items a m a j o r i t y  of them r e q u e s t e d ,  such  a s  s t a f f  expense accoun t s ,  
cor respondence  and p e r s o n a l  i n t e rv i ews .  They a l s o  c i t e d  d i s p l e a s u r e  w i t h  BJC Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  
James M. Dunn, p a r t i c u l a r l y  winflammatoryw comments he  made i n  a Houston Chron ic l e  a r t i c l e .  

Opponents of  t h e  motion c i t e d  s u c c e s s f u l  BJC s u p p o r t  o f  SBC c a u s e s ,  such  a s  problems wi th  
t a x e s  l e v i e d  on m i s s i o n a r i e s  o v e r s e a s  and l e g a l  c o u n s e l  f o r  chu rches  and a g e n c i e s  embroiled i n  
d i s p u t e s  w i th  t h e  government. Opponents a l s o  c i t e d  t h e  p roces s  a l r e a d y  underway t o  s t a r t  t h e  
R e l i g i o u s  L i b e r t y  Commission and warned c u t s  i n  BJC funds  would j eopa rd i ze  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e .  

The subcommittee t h e n  cons ide red  a s u b s t i t u t e  motion c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  SBC t o  s h i f t  i t s  F i r s t  
Amendment ass ignment  t o  t h e  conven t ion l s  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission. It proposed t h a t  1989-90 BJC 
funds  be  a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  CLC, t h a t  t h e  CLC ma in t a in  t h e  conven t ion l s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  BJC and 
t h a t  t h e  new CLC ass ignment  be  funded "from t h e  p r e s e n t  a l l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  BJC.I1 

S u p p o r t e r s  of  t h e  new p roposa l  c i t e d  t h e  c o s t  advantage  o f  expanding t h e  CLC1s program 
ass ignment ,  a s  opposed t o  c r e a t i n g  a new F i r s t  Amendment agency. They a l s o  exp res sed  con f idence  
t h a t  t h e  CLC would hand le  F i r s t  Amendment i s s u e s  more t o  t h e i r  l i k i n g  t h a n  t h e  BJC h a s  done. 
Some s a i d  t h e  CLC as s ignmen t  could be a n  i n t e r i m  measure u n t i l  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  L i b e r t y  Commission 
could be  s t a r t e d  i n  1990. 

O t h e r s  exp res sed  concern  abou t  making a major budgetary  change w h i l e  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  
L i b e r t y  Commission is be ing  cons idered .  They s a i d  t h e  p roposa l  p re sen ted  bylaw, c h a r t e r  and 
p r e c e d u r a l  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  it d i d  n o t  answer. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e y  noted  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  made no 
P rov i s ion  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  SBC P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee, t h e  18-member group t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  
t h e  SBC on t h e  BJC and is as s igned  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  convent ion  on F i r s t  Amendment i s s u e s .  

The subcommittee passed  t h e  CLC mot ion ,  15-6. However, members con t inued  d i s c u s s i n g  the 

-. . t e c h n i c a l  and p r o c e d u r a l  problems o f  implementing t h e  motion i f  it were t o  p a s s  t h e  f u l l  
Execut ive  Committee. Then thdy  voted  unanimously t o  r e s c i n d  t h e i r  vote .  

Next t h e y  cons ide red  a motion t o  reduce  t h e  BJC1s a l l o c a t i o n  from t h e  proposed $391,796 t o  
$50,000. The motion s p l i t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  CLC and t h e  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee. I t  
proposed r a i s i n g  t h e  CLC a l l o c a t i o n  from $897,508 t o  $1,191,304,  a 38.5 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  i t s  
c u r r e n t  $860,150 budget .  I t  proposed i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  PAC a l l o c a t i o n  from $23,704 t o  $71,704,  a 
196,29 p e r c e n t  g a i n  o v e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  $24,200 budget. 

Opponents exp res sed  concern  abou t  moving more t h a n  $300,000 around w i t h i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  budget  
w i thou t  p r o v i d i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  o t h e r  convent ion  e n t i t i e s ,  such  a s  t h e  mi s s ion  boa rds  

. and semina r i e s .  S u p p o r t e r s  coun te red  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  funds  a l l  could  c o n t i n u e  t o  be  used on 
F i r s t  Amendment i s s u e s .  

The subcommittee approved t h e  p roposa l  16-6 and o f f e r e d  i t  t o  t h e  Execut ive  Committee. 

But when t h e  Execut ive  Committee cons ide red  t h e  f u l l  budge t ,  subcommittee member Frank Lady 
moved t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  t h r e e  a f f e c t e d  a l l o c a t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  amounts: $391,796 f o r  t h e  BJC, 
$23,704 f o r  t h e  PAC and $897,508 f o r  t h e  CLC. 

"I vo ted  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  L i b e r t y  Commission. We're go ing  i n  t h e  
b a s i c  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n , "  s a i d  Lady, an a t t o r n e y  from Jonesboro ,  Ark. 

"The e f f e c t  o f  t h e  (subcommit tee ' s )  change w i l l  a b s o l u t e l y  d e s t r o y  t h e  budget  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  
J o i n t  Committee," h e  s a i d ,  n o t i n g  he  understood compla in t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  BJC b u t  u r g i n g  f e l l o w  
committee members t o  " r ecogn ize  a l l  t h e  good t h i n g s  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee h a s  done." 

Lady's  motion was opposed by Jimmy Jackson,  p a s t o r  o f  W i t e s b u r g  B a p t i s t  Church i n  
H u n t s v i l l e ,  Ala. He p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  conven t ions  were s end ing  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  d i r e c t l y  
t o  t h e  BJC and a l s o  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  BJC1s a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o  Southern  B a p t i s t s .  "It's i r r a t i o n a l  
t o  add t o  t h o s e  (BJC-designated) funds  when w e  d o n ' t  know how much is  go ing  i n , "  he  s a i d .  

--more-- 
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David Hankins,  p a s t o r  o f  T r i n i t y  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Lake C h a r l e s ,  La., warned t h a t  a 
- r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  BJC budget  could  h u r t  t h e  Re l ig ious  L i b e r t y  Commission p roposa l ,  "if people  

pe rce ive  t h i s  committee is more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  punish ing  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee t h a n  c r e a t i n g  
t h e  R e l i g i o u s  L i b e r t y  C o m m i s s i ~ n . ~  

The SBC needs  a "referendum on how t o  do  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  work," w i t h  a c l e a r  cho ice  
between t h e  R e l i g i o u s  L i b e r t y  Commission and t h e  BJC, he  s a i d .  

I . '  I 

.t, $;* I-,. 4 <%. - 3 .  i.>. < 1; .. I# . _  _ . .+ Paul  P r e s s l e r ,  a Houston judge,  echoed Jackson. "1 suppor t  t h e  Coopera t ive  Program 
f u l l y  and d o n ' t  want any th ing  t h a t  is go ing  t o  b reak  t h e  Coopera t ive  Program," he  
s a i d ,  n o t i n g  s t a t e  convent ion  and church d e s i g n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  BJC i m p e r i l  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  s p i r i t  
o f  t h e  SBC Coopera t ive  Program u n i f i e d  budget ,  A f a i l u r e  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  BJC1s a l l o c a t i o n  would 
mean t h e  convent ion  is "rewarding t h e s e  e f f o r t s  t o  b reak  t h e  Coopera t ive  Program," he  s a i d .  

P r e s s l e r  o f f e r e d  a n  amendment t h a t  would g i v e  $71,704 t o  t h e  PAC, $241,000 t o  t h e  BJC and 
, $1,000,304 t o  t h e  CLC. He d e s c r i b e d  h i s  p roposa l  a s  a compromise t h a t  would give t h e  PAC money 

. t o  o p e r a t e ,  h e l p  t h e  CLC w i t h  i t s  Washington o f f i c e  and p reven t  t h e  BJC "from p r o f i t i n g  f o r  
breaking  t h e  Coopera t ive  Program." 

Responding t o  criticisms o f  t h e  BJC1s l a c k  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  Dunn s a i d  s i x  s t a t e  
. conven t ions  had llvoted i n  v a r i o u s  waysw t o  suppor t  t h e  BJC, b u t  t h a t  on ly  Texas,  V i r g i n i a  and 

. .- North C a r o l i n a  had s e n t  money. S e v e r a l  churches  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  s u p p o r t ,  and t h e  moderate 
Southern  B a p t i s t  A l l i a n c e  g i v e s  money, he  s a i d ,  adding  he  would supply  a l l  dona t ion  in fo rma t ion  
"except  t h e  names o f  anonymous donors." 

P r e s s l e r ' s  motion f a i l e d  on a s e c r e t - b a l l o t  v o t e ,  34-35. Lady's  motion passed  by s e c r e t  
b a l l o t ,  39-30. 

--3o-- 

Reso lu t ion  c r i t i c i z e s  
, B i l l  Moyers, TV series By Dan Mar t in  ' 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
2/24/89 

NASHVILLE (BP)--A t h r e e - p a r t  p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r i e s ,  produced by B i l l  Moyers and shown on 
t h e  P u b l i c  Broadcas t ing  S e r v i c e ,  was c r i t i c i z e d  i n  a r e s o l u t i o n  adopted  d u r i n g  t h e  Feb. 20-22 
meeting o f  t h e  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  Execut ive  Committee. 

Committee member Pau l  P r e s s l e r ,  a Houston a p p e a l s  c o u r t  judge and one o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  of  
t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  movement i n  t h e  SBC, i n t roduced  a r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  expressed  "concern abou t  t h e  
b i a sed  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  B i l l  Moyers s p e c i a l  s e r i e s ,  'God and P ~ l i t i c s , ~ "  and t h e  "use o f  f e d e r a l  
t a x  d o l l a r s  t o  s u p p o r t  one f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention con t rove r sy  through t h e  u s e  
of t h e  P u b l i c  Broadcas t ing  System." ( s i c )  

P r e s s l e r l s  r e s o l u t i o n  s a i d :  

"That t h e  Execut ive  Committee o f  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention e x p r e s s e s  concern  abou t  t h e  
b i a sed  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  B i l l  Moyers s p e c i a l  s e r i e s ,  'God and P o l i t i c s , '  and d i r e c t s  i ts  o f f i c e r s  
and encourages  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  conce rns  a b o u t  it t o  i t s  sponso r s  and t o  
P u b l i c  Broadcas t ing  System concerning  t h e  t iming  o f  t h e  showing o f  ' B a t t l e  f o r  t h e  B i b l e 1  
and t h e  u s e  o f  f e d e r a l  t a x  d o l l a r s  t o  s u p p o r t  one f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention 
con t rove r sy  through t h e  u se  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Broadcas t ing  System." 

The r e s o l u t i o n  r e p l a c e d  a recommendation from t h e  Execut ive  Committee1s p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  
workgroup t h a t  " t h e  Execut ive  Committee ... encourage  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  e x p r e s s  p e r s o n a l  conce rns  
about  t h e  B i l l  Moyers s p e c i a l  s e r i e s ,  'God and P o l i t i c s , '  e s p e c i a l l y  'The B a t t l e  f o r  t h e  B i b l e 1  
t o  s p o n s o r s  and t o  PBS conce rn ing  t h e  t iming  o f  t h e  showing and recommends t h a t  no f u r t h u r  a c t i o n  
be t aken  by t h e  Execut ive  Committee a t  t h i s  time." 

P r e s s l e r ' s  s u b s t i t u t e  was adopted  40-14. 

Moyers, a fo rmer ,Sou the rn  B a p t i s t ,  produced t h e  t h r e e - p a r t  s e r i e s  on c o n s e r v a t i v e  r e l i g i o n  
and s e c u l a r  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1988. One segment, "The B a t t l e  f o r  t h e  B ib l e , "  focused  on 
t h e  decade-long c o n t r o v e r s y  i n  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention. 

--more-- 
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--. e-. The segment on Southern  B a p t i s t s  was shown i n  North C a r o l i n a  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1988 annua l  
.< . meeting o f  t h e  SBC i n  San Antonio,  Texas and on a l o c a l  San Antonio p u b l i c  b r o a d c a s t i n g  s t a t i o n  . . 
:? on t h e  Saturday n i g h t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  annua l  meeting. 
-. 

P r e s s l e r ,  who was in t e rv i ewed  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l ,  charged t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  was p r e j u d i c e d  and 
2L 

t h a t  Moyers had manipula ted  q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  
,+ 

.i., . I * A f t e r  p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  s u b s t i t u t e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  P r e s s l e r  s a i d :  

-.. "Let me g i v e  you a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of  how bad t h e  program was. B i l l  Moyers came t o  i n t e r v i e w  
me w i t h  one camera. And a l l  t h e  s h o t s  t h a t  were t aken  o f  h i s  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  were t aken  f u l l  
f a c e  o f  me and o v e r  h i s  shou lde r .  A f t e r  I l e f t ,  h i s  s t a f f  remained and recorded him a s k i n g  new 

C. q u e s t i o n s  f r o n t  f a c e  o f  him. So,  a s  you watch t h e  program, a l l  t h e  photographs  t h a t  showed him 
ask ing  q u e s t i o n s  f r o n t  f u l l  f a c e  were ones  t h a t  were t aken  a f t e r  I had gone. 

x 

T +  - ." < 
.,Y _ "There were new q u e s t i o n s  which were t h e n  i n s e r t e d  be fo re  my answers.  Now, t h e y  were 
3 J . Somewhat s i m i l a r  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  nuances  i n  q u e s t i o n s  and t h e r e  a r e  nuances  i n  
:y "... t h e  manner o f  which you answer q u e s t i o n s ,  s o  t h a t  you a r e  d i r e c t l y  r e spons ive  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  
* - 
3. t h a t  a r e  asked.  ' <a 
i;,. . . 

"And, b r o t h e r ,  i t  i s  n o t  f a i r ,  t o  have a t e l e v i s i o n  program t h a t  t h e n  changes t h e  q u e s t i o n s  

-- t h a t  a r e  asked of  t h e  person and you a p p e a r  l i k e  you a r e  answring q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  were neve r  
'*<,, + , ,  v -  , asked. " 

P r e s s l e r  urged t h e  76-member Execut ive  Committee: "1 t h i n k  we a s  a Southern  B a p t i s t  
Execut ive  Committee ought  t o  s a y ,  'Th i s  i s n ' t  f a i r .  T h i s  i s n l t  r i g h t . '  P l e a s e ,  make such  a n  
e x p r e s s i o n  today ." 

He charged t h e  commentary is  p r e j u d i c e d  and c i t e d  q u o t a t i o n s  from a brochure  produced by a 
- group c a l l i n g  i t s e l f  " B a p t i s t s  Committed t o  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  C o n v e n t i ~ n , ~  and mailed t o  

< .  34,000 p a s t o r s  i n  advance o f  t h e  1988 annua l  meeting.  

"This brochure  h a s  13 pages o f  q u o t a t i o n s .  On f i v e  o f  t h e s e  13 pages ,  t h e r e  a r e  q u o t a t i o n s  
from t h e  B i l l  Moyers program," P r e s s l e r  s a i d .  He r ead  one quo te  from W.A. C r i s w e l l ,  p a s t o r  of  
F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  D a l l a s  and a former p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  SBC, c l a iming  i t s  ph ras ing  showed 

. . p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  C r i s w e l l  and c o n s e r v a t i v e s .  

P r e s s l e r  r ead  t h e  quote :  "This i s  B i l l  Moyers: 'Ea r ly  i n  h i s  m i n i s t r y ,  Criswell pub l i shed  a 
l is t  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  h e  s a i d  were i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  B i b l e  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  new h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  
and t u r n i n g  h i s  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  s c h o o l s  i n t o  i n f i d e l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  He c a l l e d  f o r  t h e i r  
expu l s ion .  Then, 10 y e a r s  ago ,  C r i s w e l l l s  i d e a s  abou t  t h e  B i b l e  became t h e  p l a t f o r m  f o r  o rgan ized  
p o l i t i c a l  campaigns t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  denomination and p u r i f y  it.'" 

"Now, l a d i e s  and gentlemen," P r e s s l e r  t o l d  t h e  Execut ive  Committee, "if you canno t  s e e  
p r e j u d i c e  i n  t h a t  commentary ... I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you unders tand journalism." 

He con t inued  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  by n o t i n g  t h e  Moyers show had been " tou ted  tw ice  i n  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
( t h e  denominat ion ' s  news s e r v i c e )  b e f o r e  it came on. It was made wi th  a g r a n t  from a p u b l i c  
c o r p o r a t i o n .  It  was t h e n  shown on p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n  which is  suppor ted  by p u b l i c  t a x  d o l l a r s .  

"1 c e r t a i n l y  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  is something t h a t  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee should  be 
concerned abou t  because  it is t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  f e d e r a l  t a x  d o l l a r s  i n t r u d i n g  i n t o  a n  i n t r a -  
denominat ional  con t rove r sy .  

"We have n o t  done any th ing  abou t  it. And I t h i n k  o u r  f a i l u r e  t o  do  something abou t  i t  
condones it." 

The Houstonian a l s o  warned committee members t h a t  " i f  we do n o t  e x p r e s s  o u r s e l v e s  on t h i s ,  
we a r e  i n v i t i n g  . . . a , r e p e a t  o f  what happened l a s t  y e a r  t o  be made p r i o r  t o  t h e  Las Vegas 
convent ion ,  " t h e  1989 annua l  meeting o f  t h e  SBC, June  13-15, i n  Las Vegas, Nev." 

During d i s c u s s i o n  on P r e a s l e r l s  s u b s t i t u t e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  one Execut ive  Committee member spoke 
aga ins t  t h e  ac t ion .  

--more-- 
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I I Ter ry  Dav i s ,  p a s t o r  o f  Ocean C i t y  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Ocean C i t y ,  Md., s a i d :  "It used  t o  b e  
;y you cou ld  j u s t  be  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t .  f have  t r i e d  v e r y  h a r d  n o t  t o  become p a r t  of any  c o a l i t i o n  

' ~ 5 ,  -- c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  modera te ,  l i b e r a l .  
- .  ' 

t 
;3, 

"I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  j udge ' s  ( ~ r e s s l e r ' s )  conce rns  i n  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  have  happened t o  
him i n  t h i s ,  b u t  I d o  n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  b e i n g  p u t  on t h e  Execu t i ve  Committee and t h e n  b e i n g  f o r c e d  

:% . . t o  t a k e  a  s t a n d  w i t h  one  p a r t y  or  t h e  o t h e r  when o u r  d u t y ,  I b e l i e v e ,  is t o  r e p r e s e n t  a l l  
% 

. :'=k,-.;*+r. *. Sou the rn  B a p t i s t s  and n o t  t a k e  s i d e s  on  one  s i d e  o f  t h e  i s s u e  o r  t h e  o the r . "  
2 
c ' 
dc' - Davis added: "They t o l d  me when I came on ( t h e  Execu t i ve  Committee) t h a t  I would have  t o  
- ,  
.<: t a k e  s i d e s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  want t o  t a k e  s i d e s .  I d o n l t  want t o  have  t o  make t h i s  k ind  o f  d e c i s i o n .  
.+- I c a n  l i v e  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  ( o r i g i n a l )  recommendation; I c a n t t  l i v e  w i t h  t h e  second ( ~ r e s s l e r ' s ) , "  
.:: 
4. 

. P Three  o t h e r  members s u p p o r t e d  P r e s s l e r l s  s u b s t i t u t e  recommendation. 
. 
- + E l d r i d g e  M i l l e r ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Sa lZ i s aw ,  Okla . ,  c la imed t h e  Moyers 

=I - s e r i e s  "is s t i l l  a l i v e  and PBS i s  g o i n g  t o  r e r u n  it." He encouraged  t h e  committee t o  " e x p r e s s  
'd. 
.",%. - 

o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  B i l l  Moyers ... and PBS were t a k i n g  s i d e s  p u b l i c l y  ... and  u s i n g  
% ./. - .= . ', t a x  f u n d s  t o  d o  it." 
Y". ' 
.L % . . - <. 
+. . GUY 3.  S a n d e r s  111, p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Lake Wales, F l a . ,  s a i d ,  "PBS and  

N a t i o n a l  P u b l i c  Radio and o t h e r  such  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  n o t o r i o u s  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  one set o f  
-. ,. - , .  f a c t s , "  and added: 'lSomething shou ld  b e  s a i d .  C e r t a i n l y  what we do  may have  v e r y  l i t t l e  e f f e c t ,  

b u t  I t h i n k  it ough t  t o  be  s a id . "  

Wi l l iam F. H a r r e l l ,  p a s t o r  o f  Ab i l ene  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Mar t i nez ,  Ga., s a i d  i f  t h e  
government i n  any  way i n f r i n g e d  on c h u r c h e s  "we'd jump up and  down and scream. I t h i n k  we a r e  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  a similar f a c t .  

"1 am c e n t e r e d  on t h e  r o o t  o f  t h e  i s s u e  and t h a t  is t h a t  we need t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  we 
do  n o t  f e e l  l i k e  P u b l i c  B r o a d c a s t i n g  ough t  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  o u r  chu rch  r e l a t i o n s h i p s . "  

--3o-- 

Moyers c h a l l e n g e s  
committee a c t i o n  

p- C" 
B a o t i s t  P r e s s  

By Dan M a r t i n  2/24/89 

NASHVILLE (BPI- -Bi l l  Moyers, p roduce r  o f  a  p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r i e s  on  r e l i g i o n  and s e c u l a r  
. . p o l i t i c s ,  h a s  c h a l l e n g e d  a recommendation adopted  Feb. 22 by t h e  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  Execu t i ve  

Committee. 

The committee adop t ed  a recommendation proposed  by Houston judge P a u l  P r e s s l e r  e x p r e s s i n g  
conce rn  a b o u t  t h e  "b i a sed  c o n t e n t n  o f  t h e  s e r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  middle  s e c t i o n ,  "The B a t t l e  
f o r  t h e  B i b l e n  which d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  decade-long c o n t r o v e r s y  i n  t h e  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  Convention.  

P r e s s l e r i s  recommendation a l s o  expresses conce rn  a b o u t  t h e  timing o f  t h e  showings o f  t h e  
, s e r i e s  and  t h e  u s e  o f  " f e d e r a l  tax d o l l a r s  t o  s u p p o r t  one  f a c t i o n w  i n  t h e  SBC. 

Dur ing  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  matter, P r e s a l s r  c la imed Moyers showed p r e j u d i c e  i n  h i s  

-- p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l  on t h e  shows and changed q u e s t i o n s  posed t o  P r e s s l e r  d u r i n g  a t e l e v i s e d  
i n t e r v i e w .  

In a r e s p o n s e  t o  B a p t i s t  P r e s s ,  Moyers s a i d ,  "Pau l  P r e s s l e r  is n o t  t e l l i n g  t h e  t r u t h . "  

He r ecoun t ed  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  P r e s s l e r  and s a i d :  " A s  1 began t o  a s k  him q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  
h i s  t ies  t o  r i gh t -w ing  p o l i t i c s  and t h e  b e e r  man Jo seph  Coors ,  he grew a n g r y  and f l u s h e d  i n  t h e  
f a c e ,  a b r u p t l y  s t o o d  up ,  t o r e  off h i s  microphone,  announced t h e  i n t e r v i e w  was o v e r  and l e f t  t h e  

. n d  b room i n  a h u f f ,  a l l  o f  which we f i lmed  b u t  d i d  n o t  u s e  i n  t h e  commentary. 
--more-- 



+ 2/24/89 Page 10 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

" H i s  unexpected  d e p a r t u r e  meant t h a t  he was n o t  p r e s e n t  when, a s  is customary,  we r e v e r s e d  
t h e  s i n g l e  camera and r e p e a t e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  which my producer  had t aken  down a s  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  
progressed .  But t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  was unchanged. 

"For one  t h i n g ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r a c t i c e ,  I do  n o t  t r e a t  my g u e s t s  u n f a i r l y ;  one 
would n o t  s u r v i v e  i n  j ou rna l i sm and do  so .  For  a n o t h e r  t h i n g ,  we unders tood a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  M r .  

, P r e s s l e r  was r eco rd ing  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  and would have h i s  own t r a n s c r i p t ;  I may have f a l l e n  from 
. . . * 2. .L :. 3 *L I 

g r a c e  i n  h i s  s i g h t ,  b u t  I have n o t  t aken  Leave of my senses ."  

Moyers t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  h e  s e n t  a  t e l eg ram Feb. 24 ,  t o  P r e s s l e r ,  w i th  a copy t o  Execut ive  
Committee Chairman Cha r l e s  S u l l i v a n ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Lenoi r  C i t y ,  Tenn. 

The t e l eg ram t o  P r e s s l e r  r eads :  " In  l i g h t  o f  you r  s p u r i o u s  a c c u s a t i o n s  t o  t h e  Execut ive  
Committee, w e  i n t e n d  t o  r e p e a t  'The B a t t l e  f o r  t h e  B i b l e , '  on Sunday, May 21 s o  v i ewer s  can  once 
more judge it f o r  themselves.  

. . "In t h e  meantime, I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you a r r a n g e  f o r  bo th  o f  u s  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  
. . '; t h e  Execu t ive  Committee o f  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention i n  June  i n  Las Vegas t o  compare n o t e s ,  

+ - - ' t a k e  q u e s t i o n s  and d i s c u s s  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  i n  a C h r i s t i a n  manner." 

Moyers t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  t h e  quo te  r e g a r d i n g  W.A. C r i s w e l l ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church 
of D a l l a s ,  was a d i r e c t  q u o t e  from t h e  former p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  SBC, t aken  from a n  a r t i c l e  p r i n t e d  

* Y . ^ ,  .. . I  i n  t h e  D a l l a s  Morning News. 

He added he  had produced t h e  series f o r  t h e  P u b l i c  Broadcas t ing  S e r v i c e  through h i s  
independent  p roduc t ion  company, P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  T e l e v i s i o n  Inc .  and t h a t  major funding  had come 
from Chevron Corp. 

"We d i d  g e t  some g r a n t s  from d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  and g o t  some funding  from t h e  c h a l l e n g e  fund 
o f  t h e  Corpora t ion  f o r  P u b l i c  Broadcas t ing .  There is  a sys tem s e t  up s o  t h a t  any CPB (which is 

- .  funded by t h e  f e d e r a l  government)  f'unds canno t  be  used by anyone t o  a f f e c t  e d i t o r i a l  c o n t e n t , "  . , " , Moyers s a i d .  

, " 

The p roduc t ion  o f  t h e  t h r e e - p a r t  series took ' 'six t o  e i g h t  months," Moyers s a i d .  "We t r i e d  
t o  b e  s c r u p u l o u s l y  f a i r  and wi th  t h e  s i n g l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  Pau l  P r e s s l e r ,  t h e  comments we have 
r ece ived  from a l l  s i d e s  have unde r l i ned  t h a t  f a i r n e s s . "  

On o t h e r  m a t t e r s ,  Ba r ry  Chase, v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  news and p u b l i c  a f f a i r s  programming f o r  PBS 
i n  A r l i n g t o n ,  Va, ,  exp la ined  t h e  t iming o f  t h e  s e r i e s ,  t h e  use  o f  f e d e r a l  d o l l a r s  and cha rges  
t h a t  PBS i n t e r f e r e d  i n  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  SBC. 

Chase s a i d  t h e  t iming  o f  t h e  s e r i e s  "was done w i t h o u t  any knowledge o f  t h e  convent ion  
meeting. I am unaware t h a t  anyone i n  o u r  depar tment  would have known how t h e s e  b r o a d c a s t s  would 
d o v e t a i l  w i t h  t h e  SBC. l1 

He added t h e  unawareness "does n o t  mean t h a t  had we known (when t h e  convent ion  was 
scheduled)  we  would n o t  have chosen t o  u se  t h a t  a s  a  good news peg. But ,  as a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  
t h a t  was n o t  done." 

PBS o f f i c i a l s  s a i d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  a i r  t h e  series was made i n  mid-summer 1987. It was 
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  member s t a t i o n s  i n  December 1987 and was r e d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  August 1988. 

Dec i s ions  t o  a i r  t h e  program i n  May i n  North C a r o l i n a  and on t h e  Sa tu rday  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  
1988 annua l  meet ing  by a San Antonio,  Texas,  s t a t i o n  "were l o c a l  d e c i s i o n s , "  Chase added. 

S tu  Kantor ,  a  spokesman f o r  PBS, s a i d  PBS "is a p r i v a t e ,  non -p ro f i t  membership c o r p o r a t i o n  
which h a s  t h r e e  main s o u r c e s  o f  funding:  member c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  which make up abou t  85 p e r c e n t  o f  
t h e  budget ;  "some self' s u p p o r t i n g  s e r v i c e s , "  which accoun t  f o r  10 t o  12 p e r c e n t ;  and CPB funds ,  
which "average  2 o r  3 p e r c e n t  a  year." 

Chase s a i d  ' 'about 75-cents  a  y e a r  p e r  person f i n d s  i ts  way (from t h e  government) t o  p u b l i c  
t e l e v i s i o n . "  

--more-- 
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"Legally speak ing ,  we r e c e i v e  no f e d e r a l  d o l l a r s , "  he  s a i d ,  and added he  rejects t h e  
i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n  "cannot be  f r e e  t o  exp lo re  t o p i c s  p roduce r s  f e e l  deep ly  a b o u t ,  
o r  b r o a d c a s t  programs t h a t  somebody might  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  simply because  you can  t r a c e  a few 
d o l l a r s  back t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  t r ea su ry . "  

Chase noted  many e f f o r t s  have been made t o  keep p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n  independent ,  and s a i d  he  
"would n o t  a c c e p t  f o r  a minutew t h e  a s s e r t i o n  programs c r i t i c a l  o f  people  i n  government, o r  w i t h  
which some people  might  t a k e  o f f e n s e  should  n o t  be a i r e d .  "If we l o s e - o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  o p e r a t e  

he  s a i d ,  "we would become a domest ic  v e r s i o n  of t h e  USIA (US In fo rma t ion  Agency) 
o r  a government b r o a d c a s t i n g  s e r v i c e .  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  most Americans would want t o  have t h a t . "  

He P a r a l l e l e d  Moyers' series t o  PBS b r o a d c a s t s  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  l e a d e r  Will iam F. Buckley. 

" J u s t  as we would n o t  want t o  remove what B i l l  Buckley does  and t h e  f l a v o r  and s p i c e  p u t  i n  
by h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  and p o l i t i c a l  l e a n i n g s ,  so we wouldn ' t  dream of c u r b i n g  t h o s e  same t h i n g s  from 
a d i f f e r e n t  v iewpoint  t h a t  B i l l  Moyers b r i n g s  t o  a b roadcas t , "  Chase s a i d .  

"It is c l e a r  B i l l  (Moyers) is g i v i n g  you t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  h e  h a s  drawn, j u s t  a s  B i l l  Buckley 
is  g i v i n g  you h i s .  They e x p l o r e  t h e  phenomena t h e y  c a r e  most deep ly  about .  B i l l  Moyers is n o t  
merely a c i p h e r  f o r  two s i d e s  o f  a n  argument,  and t h a t  comes through ve ry  f o r t h r i g h t l y .  

" In  B i l l ' s  c a s e ,  t h e s e  weren ' t  q u i t e  s t r a i g h t  r e p o r t i n g ;  t h e y  were e s s a y s  based on 
r e p o r t i n g .  We f e e l  t h e y  were va luab le .  They may have  i n t e r f e r e d  o r  a f f e c t e d  t h e  SBC, b u t  t h a t  
was n o t  a t  t h e  c o r e  ( o f  why PBS d i d  them). We d i d  them f o r  a g e n e r a l  audience .  

"But t h e  f a c t  t h e y  ( t h e  shows) may have had a n  impact  (on t h e  SBC) i s  n o t  something t h a t  
would have s c a r e d  u s  o f f  from doing  them e i t h e r , "  he  added. 

--3o-- 


