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A c c r e d i t i n g  agency d e l a y s  
d e c i s i o n  on S o u t h e a s t e r n  By Marv Knox 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BPI--The Sou thern  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o l l e g e s  and Schools  h a s  delayed u n t i l  
December its d e c i s i o n  on  con t inued  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  o f  Sou t h e a s t e r n  B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Seminary. 

TWO a c c r e d i t i n g  a g e n c i e s  -- t h e  Sou thern  A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  T h e o l o g i c a l  
Schools  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  and Canada -- a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  Wake F o r e s t ,  N .C . ,  s c h o o l  
f o l l o w i n g  16  months o f  c o n t r o v e r s y .  

C o n s e r v a t i v e  t r u s t e e s  changed t h e  s c h o o l ' s  f a c u l t y - s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  dur ing  t h e i r  October  
1987 meet ing,  v e s t i n g  more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  wi th  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and t r u s t e e s .  

P r e s i d e n t  W. Randa l l  L o l l e y  and seven o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  subsequen t ly  res igned .  L o l l e y  
c i t e d  t h e  p o l i c y  change -- which h e  s a i d  e n s u r e s  t h a t  o n l y  b i b l i c a l  i n e r r a n t i s t s  can  b e  added t o  
t h e  f a c u l t y  and d i s a l l o w s  f a c u l t y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  s e l e c t i n g  new t e a c h e r s  -- a s  t h e  reason .  

Consequent ly ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  T h e o l o g i c a l  Schools  s e n t  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t o  S o u t h e a s t e r n  i n  
March 1988. A Southern  A s s o c i a t i o n  f a c t - f i n d i n g  committee fol lowed i n  September. 

The i n i t i a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  T h e o l o g i c a l  Schools  r e p o r t  on S o u t h e a s t e r n  pa l l ee  t h e  s e ~ i n a r y  "a 
v c ~ y  t r o u b l e d  campus and d i v i d e d  i n s t i t u t i o n . "  It added,  "The p r o v i s i o n s  and p r i n c i p l e s  i n t e r n a l  

. t o  a n  academic i n s t i t u t i o n  have been s e v e r e l y  t h r e a t e n e d  and i n  some i n s t a n c e s  abroga ted . "  

The Sou thern  A s s o c i a t i o n  commit tee 's  r e p o r t  s a i d  S o u t h e a s t e r n  d o e s  n o t  conform t o  some 
a c c r e d i t a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  f a c u l t y  s e l e c t i o n ,  academic freedom, and o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  And w h i l e  it d i d  n o t  c i t e  v i o l a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  it r a i s e d  " s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n s n  concern ing  t h a t  i s s u e .  

A committee o f  t r u s t e e s  h a s  responded i n  w r i t i n g  t o  b o t h  r e p o r t s ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
c r i t i c i s m s  " p o i n t  by p o i n t ,  pa ragraph  by pa ragraph ,"  s a i d  t r u s t e e  Chairman Robert  D. Crowley. 

The Sou thern  A s s o c i a t i o n  announced its i n t e n t i o n  t o  d e f e r  a c t i o n  on S o u t h e a s t e r n  u n t i l  
December i n  a le t ter  t o  S o u t h e a s t e r n  P r e s i d e n t  Lewis A .  Drummond from James T. Rogers ,  e x e c u t i v e  
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  'commission on c o l l e g e s .  

Rogers c i t e d  t h r e e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  de lay :  t h e  seminary ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  
f a c t - f i n d i n g  committee was n o t  r e c e i v e d  u n t i l  Dec. 1 0 ,  t h e  day t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  committee on 
c r i t e r i a  and r e p o r t s  met t o  rev iew t h e  s i t u a t i o n ;  t h e  seminary ' s  r esponse  had n o t  been reviewed 
by t h e  e n t i r e  board o f  t r u s t e e s ;  and t h a t  r esponse  "con ta ined  a s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  c o n t r o v e r s y  a t  S o u t h e a s t e r n  B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary from t h a t  
i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  s p e c i a l  ( f a c t - f i n d i n g )  committee." 

. The Southern  A s s o c i a t i o n  made two r e q u e s t s ,  Rogersf  l e t t e r  no ted :  

-- "That t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  deve lop  a p l a n  by J u l y  -1, 1989, which a d d r e s s e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
a r e a s  o f  concern :  t h e  c u r r e n t  image of t h e  seminary,  f a c u l t y  involvement  i n  t h e  employment o f  - - 
o t h e r  f a c u l t y  members, p e r c e p t i o n s  of academic freedom and t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  board o f  t r u s t e e s  i n  
governance. 

. "This p l a n  shou ld  s e e k  t o  deve lop  a more c o o p e r a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  among a l l  p a r t i e s  on t h e  
campus and s h o u l d  be  developed i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of a s e l f - s t u d y  based on t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  s h a r e d  
governance. The p l a n  shou ld  addresg  bo th  'the s p i r i t  and t h e  c o n t e n t  of  t h e  ( a s s o c i a t i o n ' s )  
c r i t e r i a "  f o r  a c e r e d i t a t i o n .  
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-- "That a ( S o u t h e r n  A s s o c i a t i o n )  committee be  appo in ted  t o  rev iew t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  p l a n ,  
v i s i t  t h e  campus i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1989 t o  a s s e s s  t h e  seminary ' s  environment  and make 
recommendations t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and t o  t h e  commission on c o l l e g e s . "  

Drummond s a i d  of  t h e  Sou thern  A s s o c i a t i o n f s  p l a n  of  a c t i o n :  ''I'm very  g r a t i f i e d  t h a t  
t h e y ' r e  g i v i n g  u s  t h i s  ex tended  p e r i o d  t o  meet t h e i r  a r i t e r i a ,  which we and t h e  t r u s t e e s  f u l l y  
i n t e n d  t o  do. 

"Our a c c r e d i t a t i o n  is  a s  f i r m  as i t  h a s  a lways been,  and w e  have ample time t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  
needs .  We thank  God f o r  t h a t .  tt 

Crowley e x p r e s s e d  a  similar op in ion .  "As  I have  said a l l  a l o n g ,  I have  never  f e l t  we were 
i n  danger  o f  l o s i n g  a c c r e d i t a t i o n , "  h e  t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s .  "The c h a r g e s  t h a t  have been made 
a g a i n s t  u s  have  been answered s a  thoroughly  t h a t  t h e r e  is no b a s i s  whatever  o f  any c i t a t i o n s  o r  
wi thdrawal  o f  a c c r e d i t a t i o n . "  

Rogers1 l e t t e r  r e v e a l e d  t h e  Sou thern  A s s o c i a t i o n  "recognized t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  s i d e v  of  t h e  
i s s u e ,  s a i d  Crowley, p a s t o r  o f  Montrose B a p t i s t  Church i n  R o c k v i l l e ,  Md. The Sou thern  
A s s o c i a t i o n  f a c t - f i n d i n g  commit tee 's  r e p o r t  was o f f s e t  by t h e  t r u s t e e ' s  r e p o r t ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  
more ba lanced  t o n e  o f  Rogers1 l e t t e r ,  he  s a i d .  

"I b e l i e v e  t h e  m a t t e r  is e s s e n t i a l l y  a t  r e s t , "  Crowley added. "We w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  comply 
wi th  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  Sou thern  A s s o c i a t i o n  t o  g i v e  any i n f o r m a t i o n  they  d e s i r e  and submit  a 
r e p o r t  b e f o r e  J u l y  1 .I1 

The s e m i n a r y ' s  f a c u l t y  hopes  t o  make p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  coming months, s a i d  C. Michael Hawn, 
p r o f e s s o r  o f  church  music and p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  American A s s o c i a t i o n  
of  U n i v e r s i t y  P r o f e s s o r s .  

. . The f a c u l t y  h a s  n o t  y e t  s e e n  a copy o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s '  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  Sou thern  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
Hawn s a i d ,  n o t i n g ,  "We would need t o  see t h a t  document b e f o r e  we could respond f u l l y . "  

But he  added: ''The f a c u l t y ' s  hope is t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  chance f o r  u s  t o  s e e k  r e c o n c i l i a t i o r ,  i r .  
a  j o i n t  r e p o r t .  b!e wuciild l i k e  to J u  t h a t ,  S u t  we would need t o  know what t h e  t r u s t e e s  p r e s e n t e d .  
We o b v i o u s l y  have d i f f e r e n c e s ,  b u t  we do n o t  know e x a c t l y  what t h e y  t o l d  t h e  Sou thern  
A s s o c i a t i o n .  " 

Asked f o r  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  Hawnls p r o p o s a l  f o r  a j o i n t  r e p o r t ,  Drummond s a i d :  "We s u r e l y  want 
t o  work t o g e t h e r .  I'm n o t  g o i n g  t o  p r e d i c t  any th ing .  I t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  a  t r u s t e e  matter, b u t  I ' m  
s u r e  t h e y  w i l l  want i n p u t  from a l l  s o u r c e s , "  

Crowley added: "1 t h i n k  it is ex t remely  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  1: h e a r  t h a t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime 
th rough  t h e  p r e s s .  I would q u e s t i o n  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  when I have t o  h e a r  i t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime 
th rough  t h e  p r e s s . "  

Crowley h a s  a u t h o r i z e d  t h a t  t h e  f a c u l t y  be  g i v e n  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  t r u s t e e  r e p o r t s  t o  b o t h  t h e  
Sou thern  A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  T h e o l o g i c a l  Schools .  " I ' m  concerned t h e r e  would be 
openness ,  t h a t  t h e y  have adequa te  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y  o u r  r e p o r t  and r e s p o n d I w  h e  s a i d ,  

Rogers t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  he  f e e l s  good abou t  t h e  p rocess .  "We had a very  f i n e  committee 
t h a t  reviewed t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  September," h e  s a i d .  "I had a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  way 
t h e  committee wro te  t h e i r  r e p o r t  and went abou t  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

"Wetre d e a l i n g  w i t h  f a c t s  t h a t  may be p rece ived  d i f f e r e n t l y  by d i f f e r e n t  groups.  Our 
commission was not  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  i n t o  a t h e o l o g i c a l  d e b a t e ,  b u t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and rev iew 
i s s u e s  t h a t  r e l a t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  o u r  c r i t e r i a .  The committee e x e r c i s e d  g r e a t  r e s t r a i n t e n  

The s i t u a t i o n  now is  i n  S o u t h e a s t e r n ' s  hands,  h e  added: " R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is g o i n g  t o  r e s t  on 
t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s  t o  rev iew t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  i n  l i g h t  of t h e  c r i t e r i a  and e n s u r e  they  a re  i n  
compliance.  We d o n ' t  want t o  t e l l  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  how t o  conduct  i t s  a f f a i r s  o r  what t o  do ,  b u t  
i t ' s  obv ious  t h e r e  are v i o l a t i o n s  and problems o f  morale  on campus. 

--more-- 



. . 
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"The bot tom l i n e  is t h a t  we had i d e n t i f i e d  what we s e e  as problems and weaknesses and have 
g i v e n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t i m e  t o  a d d r = s s  t h o s e  i n  a c o l l e g i a l  manner and a  t y p i c a l  s p i r i t  o f  s h a r e d  
governance. T h a t  means peop le  s i t t i n g  down and t a l k i n g  and r e s o l v i n g  problems.11 

Asked t o  p r e d i c t  i f  S o u t h e a s t e r n  might l o s e  i t s  a c c r e d i t a t i o n ,  Rogers s a i d :  "I would like 
t o  t h i n k  t h e  b e s t ,  t o  approach  t h i s  i n  a p o s i t i v e  way. From a s s u r a n c e s  we have r e c e i v e d  from t h e  
p r e s i d e n t  and board members, I t h i n k  t h e  problems w i l l  b e  resolved. l l  

S o u t h e a s t e r n  is i n  a s i m i l a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  T h e o l o g i c a l  Schools ,  
Drummond s a i d :  t'We s t a y  i n  communication and t e l l  them how we're p r o g r e s s i n g .  They won't meet 
u n t i l  June. ATS h a s  had t h e i r  o n - s i t e  committee,  and t h e  t r u s t e e s  have  responded t o  them. We 
j u s t  s t a y  i n  l i a i s o n  w i t h  them, t o  t e l l  them how we' re  p rogress ing . "  

--3o-- 

Hunger g i f t s  i n c r e a s e ;  
f i r s t  t ime s i n c e  1985 By Louis  Moore 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
1/26/89 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Southern B a p t i s t s  i n  1988 r e v e r s e d  a downward t r e n d  i n  g i v i n g  t o  t h e  
, denomina t ion ' s  program o f  world hunger  m i n i s t r i e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  f i g u r e s  r e l e a s e d  by t h e  Sou thern  

. . - B a p t i s t  F o r e i g n  and Home miss ion  boards .  

Sou thern  B a p t i s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  domest ic  and f o r e i g n  hunger  l a s t  y e a r  reached $9 ,009 ,764 ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  a b o u t  1  p e r c e n t  o v e r  similar g i v i n g  i n  1987. It i s  a l s o  t h e  t h i r d -  
l a r g e s t  amount e v e r  g i v e n  by Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  t o  hunger  causes .  

The f i g u r e s  do n o t  r e f l e c t  r e c e i p t s  f o r  " g e n e r a l  r e l i e f T 1  a t  t h e  Fore ign  Miss ion Board n o r  
money g i v e n  f o r  hunger  t h a t  were u t i l i z e d  i n  l o c a l  B a p t i s t  churches ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and s t a t e  
convent ions .  

I n  1985, S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  gave  a  r e c o r d  $11,830,146 t o  hunger causes .  Giving dropped i n  
1986 t o  $9,089,279 and t h e n  dipped i n  1987 t o  $8,931,339.  

For  1988, t h e  F o r e i g n  Miss ion Board r e p o r t e d  r e c e i p t s  o f  $7,629,452,  a n  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  1987. 
R e c e i p t s  f o r  domes t i c  hunger  th rough  t h e  Home Mission Board were $1,380,312 and con t inued  a  
f i v e - y e a r  t r e n d  o f  increases. 

"The upswing i n  hunger  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  t h e  mids t  o f  d e c l i n i n g  g i v i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  conven t ion  
s i g n a l s  t h a t  t h e  hunger  i s s u e  is a  p r i o r i t y  i s s u e  among Southern  B a p t i s t s  and t h a t  Sou thern  
B a p t i s t  have  a  growing c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  hunger  m i n i s t r i e s  o f  o u r  miss ion  b o a r d s , "  s a i d  Rober t  
Parham, a s s o c i a t e  d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Chris t i a n  L i f e  Commission, which c o o r d i n a t e s  
e d u c a t i o n  and a c t i o n  on hunger  i s s u e s  among Southern  B a p t i s t s .  

"Once a g a i n ,  t h e  obse rvance  o f  World Hunger Day played a  p i v o t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  amount o f  money 
Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  gave,"  Parham s a i d .  "More t h a n  40 p e r c e n t  was c o n t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  Last q u a r t e r  
o f  1988.ft 

John Cheyne, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  human needs  depar tment  a t  t h e  Fore ign  Mission Board, s a i d  t h e  
I n c r e a s e  i n  g i v i n g  from 1987 t o  1988 is more s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a n  t h e  f i g u r e s  show. The 1987 f i g u r e  
r e f l e c t s  a one-time $1 m i l l i o n  g i f t  from one i n d i v i d u a l .  Without t h a t  money, t h e  d e c l i n e  from 
1986 t o  1987 would have been much g r e a t e r ,  a s  would t h e  i n c r e a s e  from 1987 t o  1988, he  s a i d .  

Nathan P o r t e r ,  n a t i o n a l  c o n s u l t a n t  f o r  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f ,  domest ic  hunger  and migran t  
m i n i s t r i e s  w i t h  t h e  Home Miss ion  Board, s a i d  g i f t s  t o  hunger  programs "a re  extremely i m p o r t a n t  
because if t h e  f u n d s  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  many peop le  would s imply n o t  be  fed." 

ttThese funds  e n a b l e  small c h u r c h e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r u r a l  areas, who have no b i g  budge t s  and 
no s t a f f ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  food p a n t r i e s  and food d i s t r i b u t i o n  systems,"  h e  s a i d .  

"But d e s p i t e  t h e  impor tance  o f  t h e  g i v i n g  and t h i s  i n c r e a s e ,  what we a r e  a b l e  t o  d o  t o  f i g h t  
hunger  is  s t i l l  j u s t  a d r o p  i n  t h e  bucke t  because  p o v e r t y  and hunger i n  America have been 
i n c r e a s i n g  e v e r y  year . "  

--more-- 
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% .  

Also, t h e  F o r e i g n  Miss ion Board r e p o r t e d  r e c e i p t s  f o r  meet ing human needs  was up i n  1938 
over  1987. R e c e i p t s  f o r  ' 'general .  re l ief : '  were $733,095. Although g e n e r a l  r e l i e f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  
may be  s p e n t  on hunger - re la ted  p r o j e c t s ,  g e n e r a l  r e l i e f  funds  a r e  a p p l i e d  most o f t e n  t o  non- 
hunger - re la ted  e f f o r t s ,  such  a s  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  homes, churches  and s c h o o l s  damaged by 
n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s .  

--3O-- 

Southern  B a p t i s t  r e j e c t s  
' c u l t u r a l  conse rva t i sm '  By Kathy Pa len  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
1 /26/89 

WASHINGTON (BPI--A new p o l i t i c a l  ph i losophy  could a l i e n a t e  m i l l i o n s  of  e v a n g e l i c a l  
C h r i s t i a n s  who became p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  decade ,  warned a  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  who 
helped m o b i l i z e  t h o s e  C h r i s t i a n s .  

E.E. McAteer, who l e f t  a 28-year  career wi th  Colgate-Palmolive  Co. t o  h e l p  shape  t h e  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  C h r i s t i a n  p o l i t i c a l  movement, s a i d  he  o b j e c t s  t o  " c u l t u r a l  conse rva t i sm"  because i t  
does  n o t  r e q u i r e  i t s  s u p p o r t e r s  t o  have a  b e l i e f  i n  God. Proponents  o f  t h e  phi losophy r u n  t h e  
r i s k  o f  l o s i n g  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  R i g h t ' s  s u p p o r t ,  he  added. 

I n  a  m a i l i n g  t o  a b o u t  400 peop le ,  McAteer -- a Southern  B a p t i s t  layman from Memphis, Tenn. - 
- wrote:  "I g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e  w i t h  and p r a c t i c e  t h e  phi losophy o f  c u l t u r a l  conse rva t i sm,  t o  a 
p o i n t .  I f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  i n  c o a l i t i o n  b u i l d i n g  t o  broaden t h e  base  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  
movement i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s .  

"However, I submi t  t h a t  we must unders tand  t h a t  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  movement i n  
America h a s  i ts  r o o t s  f i r m l y  p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  Judeo-Chr i s t i an  e t h i c  and t h a t  God i s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  
t h i s  e t h i c .  ... To embrace peop le  who do n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  God is mora l ly  wrong and w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  tower o f  Babel." 

But i n  a subsequen t  m a i l i n g ,  P a u l  Weyrich, a s p o n s o r  o f  c u l t u r a l  c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  s a i d  such  a 
d e s c r i p t i o n  is mis lead ing .  

Y 

Weyrich, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Committee f c r  t h e  S z r ~ i v a l  of a F ~ e e  Congress, d e s c r i b e d  t h o  
movement as committed t o  r e s t o r i n g  Judeo-Chr i s t i an  v a l u e s  i n  every  a s p e c t  o f  s o c i e t y .  The 
s u g g e s t i o n  " t h a t  c u l t u r a l  c o n s e r v a t i s m  is some s o r t  o f  g o d l e s s  ph i losophy  o r  t h a t  t h o s e  who 
s u p p o r t  it c o n s i d e r  God i r r e l e v a n t  t o  America's  f u t u r e f t  is wrong, he  s a i d .  

"What I d o  s a y ,  however -- and perhaps  t h i s  i s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  misunders tand ing  -- is  t h a t  
I welcome t h e  h e l p  OF a l l  peop le  who r e a c h  t h e  same moral  c o n c l u s i o n  even i f  t h e y  have  n o t  
reached i t  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  f a i t h , "  h e  wrote .  

Weyrich, a l o n g  w i t h  William S. t i n d ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  for  C u l t u r a l  Conservat ism,  co- 
wrote  t h e  book " C u l t u r a l  Conserva t i sm,  Toward a New N a t i o n a l  Agenda.,, 

The Memphis Commercial Appeal quoted Weyrich, who d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  from 
B a p t i s t  P r e s s ,  as s t a t i n g :  "We d o n ' t  r e q u i r e  you t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  is God's r e v e a l e d  t r u t h  i n  
o r d e r  t o  work w i t h  us .  A l l  we r e q u i r e  you t o  do t o  b e  a c u l t u r a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i s  acknowledge 
t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  are f u n c t i o n a l  v a l u e s  and when you d e v i a t e  from them, you d e s t r o y  
s o c i e t y .  I' 

McAteer, founder  and p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  Roundtable,  t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  he  f e a r s  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  an a t t e m p t  t o  use e v a n g e l i c a l  C h r i s t i a n s  f o r  p u r e l y  p o l i t i c a l  purposes .  H i s  

* m o t i v a t i o n  -- and t h a t  o f  o t h e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  Righ t  -- h a s  been t o  r e t u r n ,  r e t a i n  and 
s t r e n g t h e n  b i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y  i n  American s o c i e t y ,  he  s a i d ,  add ing  h e  b e l i e v e s  o t h e r s  may be  
mot ivated more by p o l i t i c s .  

"I d i d  s e e  some of  t h e s e  f e l l o w s ,  ve ry  f r a n k l y ,  j u s t  welcome u s  e a g e r l y  and e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  
-- t h a t  is t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  C h r i s t i a n s  -- i n t o  t h i s  movement," he sa id .  "The peop le  who were 
p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  New Righ t  p o l i t i c a l  movement i n  America knew t h e r e  were Bib le -  
b e l i e v i n g  peop le  o u t  t h e r e  who wanted t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  v a l u e s  i n  s o c i e t y .  They knew t h e r e  were a 
number of  u s  o u t  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  were smart enough t o  know t h a t  we r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have any 
l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a rena . "  

--more-- 
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Because t h e  R e l i g i o u s  R i g h t ' s .  l 'narrov C h r i s t i a n  views" have  made some people  uncomfortable ,  
they  may welcome a ph i losophy  l i k e  c u l t u r a l  c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  McAteer s a i d .  "They could s a y , "  he  
e x p l a i n e d ,  l l lWel l ,  we g e t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  what t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  do ing ,  b u t  t h e n  we d o n ' t  have t o  
f e e l  r e s t r i c t e d  by t h e i r  narrow r e l i g i o u s  views.'11 

Although p u b l i c  d e b a t e  on t h e  s u b j e c t  is i n  i t s  i n f a n c y ,  McAteer s a i d  he  t h i n k s  c u l t u r a l  
conse rva t i sm w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a c o n t r o v e r s y  among peop le  i n  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  movement. 

.,.., .;- ;-tz: --30-- 

Rogers r e s i g n s  
Sou thern  d e a n s h i p  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
1 /26/89 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BPI--William B. Rogers  J r . ,  dean o f  t h e  School  o f  C h r i s t i a n  Educa t ion  a t  
Sou thern  B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary s i n c e  1984, h a s  r e s i g n e d  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  31 t o  r e t u r n  t o  
f u l l - t i m e  t e a c h i n g  d u t i e s  a t  t h e  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky., s c h o o l .  

Rogers,  a n a t i v e  of  Birmingham, Ala., came t o  t h e  seminary i n  1983 from t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  New 
O r l e a n s  B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary. P r i o r  t o  h i s  t e a c h i n g  c a r e e r ,  Rogers was on m i n i s t e r i a l  

' s t a f f s  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, Alexandr ia ,  Va. ; Western H i l l s  B a p t I s  t Church, F o r t  Worth, Texas; 
and F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, Longview, Texas.  

He is a g r a d u a t e  o f  Bay lor  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Waco, Texas ,  and Southwestern B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  
Seminary i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas. 

Rogers w i l l  t a k e  a s a b b a t i c a l  l e a v e  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  c lass room as p r o f e s s o r  o f  t h e  
h i s t o r y  and phi losophy o f  C h r i s t i a n  e d u c a t i o n .  

Seminary P r o v o s t  G. Willis Benne t t  s a i d  he  e x p e c t s  a new dean t o  b e  preserrted f o r  e lect ion 
by t h e  seminary t r u s t e e s  a t  t h e i r  A p r i l  meeting. 

--30-- 

EDITGRTS NOTE: Fol lowing is  t h e  second o f  a t h r e e - p a r t  s e r i e s  on c h i l d  sex abuse .  

Ch i ld  abuse:  
Breaking t h e  s i l e n c e  By Greg Warner 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
1/26/89 

JACKSONVILLE, F l a .  (BP)- or v i c t i m s  o f  c h i l d  sex a b u s e ,  many o f  whom have  been f o r c e d  t o  
s u f f e r  i n  s i l e n c e  by a s o c i e t y  t h a t  i g n o r e s  t h e i r  p l i g h t ,  a h i n t  o f  hope now glimmers.  

Slowly, c a u t i o u s l y ,  s o c i e t y  and some C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  beg inn ing  t o  r e t h i n k  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  
abou t  t h e  abused and t h e  a b u s e r s ,  abuse  workers  s a y .  They c i t e  a new openness  t o  d i s c u s s  c h i l d  
m o l e s t a t i o n  and o f f e r  h e l p  -- b o t h  i n t e r v e n t i o n  and p r e v e n t i o n .  

Among Southern  B a p t i s t s ,  t h e  nunment ionable  s i n w  a l s o  is b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  
whispers .  And e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  t h a t  B a p t i s t s  are ready  t o  h e a r  abou t  it: I n  a 1986 survey  by t h e  
Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Sunday School  Board, S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  ranked c h i l d  abuse  a s  t h e i r  second 
h i g h e s t  moral  concern ,  a mere 1 p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t  beh ind  d r u g  abuse.  

Abuse e x p e r t  Marie F o r t u n e  o f  S e a t t l e  c r e d i t s  s e x  v i c t i m s  themse lves  w i t h  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  openness  o f  t h e  l a s t  decade. "The courage  o f  s u r v i v o r s  t o  come forward,  even a t  g r e a t  
risk, h a s  been a g r e a t  h e l p ,  s a y s  For tune ,  a m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  Uni ted Church o f  C h r i s t  and 
founding d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  P r e v e n t i o n  of  Sexua l  and Domestic Vio lence  i n  S e a t t l e .  

F o r t u n e ,  who h a s  conducted workshops on abuse  f o r  t h e  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  Convention, n o t e s  
Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  s t i l l  are behind o t h e r  denominat ions  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e ,  however. 

- - 
But B a p t i s t  s o c i a l  workers  and c o u n s e l o r s  a g r e e  t h e  problem o f  c h i l d  s e x  abuse is a f f e c t i n g  

B a p t i s t s  and t h e i r  churches .  More peop le  w i l l  become aware of t he  problem, and be  more w i l l i n g  
t o  h e l p ,  when they  fee l  f r e e  t o  speak  about it among o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n s ,  t h e  s p e c i a l i s t s  add. 

--more-- 



Page 6 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

B a p t i s t s  i n  F l o r i d a  l e a r n e d  t h e y  a r e  n o t  exempt from t h e  problem when a J a c k s o n v i l l e  p a s t o r  
went t o  p r i s o n  l a s t  y e a r  a f t e r  b e i n g  a r r e s t e d  f o r  s o l i c i t i n g  s e x  from a boy. And a p a s t o r  i n  
Delray Beach, F l a . ,  h a s  become invo lved  i n  a  c o u r t  c a s e  a f t e r  a t e e n a g e r  i n  t h e  church t o l d  him 
t h e  t e e n ' s  a d o p t i v e  f a t h e r  had molested him and his b r o t h e r s .  

Although t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  s t i l l  a r e  r a r e ,  abuse  workers  say  t h e y  demons t ra te  that C h r i s t i a n s  
a r e  among bo th  t h e  abused and t h e  a b u s e r s .  

"When as many as one i n  t h r e e  females is molested by a g e  18 and one i n  10 males ,  t h e n  i t ' s  
g o t  t o  b e  i n  t h e  church, l l  s a y s  Brenda F o r l i n e s ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  church  and community m i n i s t r i e s  f o r  
t h e  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  Convention. F o r l i n e s  c o n d u c t s  workshops on s e x  abuse and spouse a b u s e ,  b u t  
on ly  a handfu l  o f  c h u r c h e s  and a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  have p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  s h e  s a y s .  

Libby P o t t s ,  who works on abuse i s s u e s  f o r  Texas B a p t i s t s ,  a g r e e s  t h e  problem is r e a l :  
"There 's  a l o t  o f  s e x u a l  abuse  go ing  on i n  o u r  churches  and f a m i l i e s  t h a t  is n o t  t a l k e d  abou t .  
I n  most s i t u a t i o n s ,  we d o n ' t  c r e a t e  a n  environment  i n  o u r  churches  t h a t  g i v e s  pe rmiss ion  t o  
f a m i l i e s  who a r e  h u r t i n g  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s . "  

Texas B a p t i s t s  are c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on p r e v e n t i o n  o f  c h i l d  abuse r a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  
P o t t s  s a y s .  By deve lop ing  m a t e r i a l s  t o  t e a c h  n u r t u r i n g  s k i l l s  t o  p a r e n t s ,  t h e y  hope t o  keep some 
abuse  from happening,  s h e  e x p l a i n s .  

A t  t h e  B a p t i s t  C h i l d r e n ' s  Homes o f  North C a r o l i n a ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  s e n s i t i z e  
s t a f f  members t o  p o t e n t i a l  c h i l d - a b u s e  problems among t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Rober t  Stump, 
d i r e c t o r  o f  s o c i a l  work. S t i l l '  some s t a f f  members a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  d i s c u s s  i t ,  h e  a d d s ,  "They 
t h i n k  a C h r i s t i a n  d o e s n ' t  have s e x  problems, t h e r e f o r e  you d o n ' t  have t o  t a l k  abou t  it." 

Barry J o n e s ,  program a d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  t h e  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  C h i l d r e n ' s  Homes, s a y s  h e  s e e s  
t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  c h i l d  s e x  abuse  bo th  i n  h i s  p r i v a t e  c o u n s e l i n g  o f  f a m i l i e s  and i n  working wFth 
r e s i d e n t s  o f  the homes. 

One r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  C h i l d r e n ' s  Homes r e c a l l s  f i n d i n g  nude photographs o f  h e r  
o l d e r  s i s t e r  t h a t  had been t a k e n  by h e r  mother and s t e p f a t . h e r .  When h e r  mother l a t e r  asked he r  
t o  have s i m i l a r  pho tographs  t a k e n ,  s h e  r e f u s e d  and i e f t  home. 

She was p l a c e d  i n  emergency f o s t e r  c a r e  and l a t e r  sent t o  the  children's homes, where ,  she 
s a y s ,  "I l e a r n e d  t o  t r u s t  peop le  more t h a n  I e v e r  had be fore . "  

Richard Ross,  a  youth m i n i s t r y  c o n s u l t a n t  a t  t h e  Sunday School  Board, s a y s  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  
s e x u a l  abuse  show up i n  B a p t i s t  you th  groups.  "You won't  f i n d  any youth m i n i s t e r  who w i l l  s a y  
t h e  problem is  o v e r s t a t e d , l f  s a y s  Ross, a l s o  a p a r t - t i m e  youth m i n i s t e r  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  Tenn. 

Ross developed a 1 2 - p a r t  s e r i e s  o f  c a s s e t t e  t a p e s  f o r  t e e n a g e r s  c a l l e d  "The 24-Hour 
Counselor" i n  which p r o f e s s i o n a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  d i s c u s s  s e x u a l  abuse  and o t h e r  s e n s i t i v e  t o p i c s ,  
such a s  AIDS, s u i c i d e  and pregnancy. Already t h e  t a p e s  a re  among t h e  b o a r d ' s  most popu la r  
p r o d u c t s ,  he  n o t e d ,  i n d i c a t i n g  B a p t i s t  youth a r e  c o n f r o n t i n g  t h o s e  i s s u e s .  

Most abuse  v i c t i m s  a r e  n o t  l u c k y  enough t o  g e t  h e l p  from C h r i s t i a n s ,  however, o b s e r v e r s  say.  

L iz  Mat te rn  works w i t h  a n  i n c e s t - s u r v i v o r s '  group i n  F o r t  Myers, F l a .  H e r s e l f  a  v i c t i m  of  
a b u s e ,  s h e  s a y s  many o f  t h e  women who have come th rough  t h e  group found l i t t l e  h e l p  i n  church.  
A s  c h i l d r e n ,  s e v e r a l  had been moles ted  by p a s t o r s  -- one d u r i n g  bap t i sm,  Mat te rn  s a y s .  A s  
a d u l t s ,  some were e x p l o i t e d  by C h r i s t i a n  c o u n s e l o r s ,  s h e  adds.  

Mat te rn ' s  own t a l e  of s e x u a l  a b u s e  began a t  age 3 .  By t h e  time s h e  f i n i s h e d  j u n i o r  h i g h ,  
s h e  had been abused by seven  men, i n c l u d i n g  fami ly  members. She s a y s  s h e  had no consc ious  memory 
o f  t h e  abuse  f o r  most of two decades  u n t i l  s h e  saw a TV program about  c h i l d  s e x  abuse.  

Af te rwards ,  she f e l t  " t h e  only s o l u t i o n  was c l i n g i n g  t o  t h e  Lord,"  n o t e s  M a t t e r n ,  33, who 
- had been a  C h r i s t i a n  since 17. "The t h i n g  t h a t  gave me the  most courage  and s tamina  was 

S c r i p t u r e .  I n e v e r  felt condemnation from t h e  S c r i p t u r e ,  b u t  a lways t enderness . "  
--more-- 
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But p a s t o r s  accused  h e r  o f  b e i n g  unforg iv ing  o f  h e r  a b u s e r s ,  p r i d e f u l ,  a t  f a u l t  f o r  t h e  
abuse ,  demon-possessed and l e s b i a n ,  s h e  t -epor ts .  She warns v i c t i m s  n o t  t o  a c c e p t  a l l  t h e  
"advice" o f f e r e d  by w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d  C h r i s t i a n s .  

Victims and t h e i r  c o u n s e l o r s  s a y  t h e  "second abuset1 v i c t i m s  g e t  from judgmental C h r i s t i a n s  - 
is more t h a n  i n s e n s i t i v i t y  and ignorance .  It is w i l l f u l  d i s b e l i e f .  People  shocked by t h e  h o r r o r  
s t o r i e s  look  f o r  r e a s o n  t o  doubt  -- even i f  it means blaming t h e  v i c t i m .  

Abuse c o u n s e l o r  F o r t u n e  s a y s  s h e  knows t h a t  r e s p o n s e  well: "None o f  u s  want t o  b e l i e v e  t h i s  
' ... But  we've g o t  t o  f o r c e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  keep o u r  e y e s  open t o  what peop le  a r e  t e l l i n g  us .  These 

people  a r e  coming forward a t  g r e a t  r i s k . "  

For tune  s a y s  s h e  a l s o  b e l i e v e s  t h e  f r e q u e n t  s t o r i e s  o f  l a t e r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  a t  t h e  hands o f  
C h r i s t i a n  c o u n s e l o r s .  The r e s e a r c h e r ,  who is comple t ing  a book on m i n l s t e r l a l  misconduct ,  s a y s  
no l e s s  t h a n  10 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c l e r g y  a r e  s e x u a l l y  invo lved  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r i s h i o n e r s .  

C h r i s t i a n s  wrongly blame chi ldhood s e x  v i c t i m s  who c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  v i c t i m i z e d  as a d u l t s ,  
F o r t u n e  s a y s :  "When a  c h i l d  h a s  been manipu la ted ,  t h e  power o f  t h a t  o f f e n d e r  c a r r i e s  o v e r  i n t o  
adu l thood .  T h a t  is  what p r e v e n t s  t h e  pe rson  from d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t .  I t ' s  n o t  something 
t h e y  can d e a l  w i t h  a lone . "  

For tune  recommends a  three-pronged approach f o r  C h r i s t i a n s  who want t o  h e l p  v i c t i m s :  

The p a s t o r a l  r e s p o n s e ,  s h e  s a y s ,  i s  t o  l e a r n  how t o  d e a l  w i t h  v i c t i m s  and o f f e n d e r s ,  how t o  
answer t h e  v i c t i m s t  r e l i g i o u s  q u e s t i o n s  and how t o  f i n d  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  community r e s o u r c e s .  

The p r o p h e t i c  r e s p o n s e ,  she a d d s ,  is t o  speak t o  t h e  i s s u e  i n  t h e  church ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from 
t h e  p u l p i t ,  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  s e x u a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  is i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  

The p r e v e n t i v e  r e s p o n s e ,  s h e  n o t e s ,  is t o  e d u c a t e  members abou t  a b u s e ,  such  as th rough  
p r e m a r i t a l  c o u n s e l i n g  f o r  a d u l t s  and Sunday s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  

M a t t e r n ' s  a d v i c e  f o r  abuse  v i c t i m s  i s  f i v e f o l d :  " F i r s t ,  r e a l i z e  yauqre n o i  a i o n e .  Tnere 
a r e  people  who know what y o u ' r e  go ing  th rough .  Second, you have t o  g e t  i t  o u t .  You need t o  s h a r e  
i t  w i t h  someone t h a t  you know c a n  b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  T h i r d ,  g e t  i n t o  t h e  B i b l e .  Look f o r  l o v i n g  
S c r i p t u r e s .  F o u r t h ,  d o n ' t  go  back i n t o  d e n i a l .  Allow y o u r s e l f  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  your  f e e l i n g s  and 
n o t  deny them." 

F i n a l l y ,  be p a t i e n t :  ' iItls a l o n g  p r o c e s s .  Sometimes you wonder, ,Am I sen tenced  t o  t h i s  
f o r e v e r ? '  T h i s  happened t o  me when I was 3 ,  and I s t i l l  c ry . "  

--3O-- 

Workgroup s e e k s  
ba lanced  growth By J i m  Lowry 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
1 /26/89 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Almost t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  churches  i n  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Convention a r e  
p l a t e a u e d  o r  d e c l i n i n g ,  and many p a s t o r s  a r e  s e e k i n g  ways t o  renew growth i n  t h o s e  c h u r c h e s ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  chairman o f  a new i n t e r a g e n c y  workgroup a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  problem. 

To s t r e s s  b a l a n c e d ,  b i b l i c a l  growth,  a t o t a l  growth p l a n  w i l l  be in t roduced  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and s t r e n g t h s  o f  a l l  church  programs, s a i d  D.G. McCoury, head o f  t h e  workgroup and 
p a s t o r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  c o n s u l t a n t  i n  t h e  church a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  depar tment  o f  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  
Sunday School  Board. 

The group i n c l u d e s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Sunday School  Board, Womanls 
Miss ionary  Union, Brotherhood Commission and the Rome Mission Board. 

"With t h e  Bold Miss ion T h r u s t  D i r e c t i o n s  2000 (evange l i sm/miss ions  campaign) g o a l s  j u s t  
b e f o r e  u s ,  growth i n  all areas i n  t h e  l i f e  of o u r  churches  is i m p e r a t i v e  i f  we are t o  accomplish 
o u r  m i s s i o n , "  he s a i d .  "Our workgroup is s t r e s s i n g  b i b l i c a l  growth which i n c l u d e s  evangel ism,  
d i s c i p l e s h i p  and miss ions .  

--more-- 
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" H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  when denominat ions  t u r n  inward t o  spend e x c e s s i v e  amounts o f  t ime and energy 
on i n t e r n a l  c o n c e r n s ,  numer ica l  and f i n a n c i a l  growth t a k e  a  downward tu rn . "  

The g o a l  o f  t h e  workgroup is  t o  have a denomina t iona l  church growth system i n  p l a c e  w i t h  
r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  and f i e l d  s e r v i c e s  planned by 1990, h e  s a i d .  

I n  t h e  i n i t i a l  mee t ing  o f  t h e  g roup ,  Gary Cook, v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  f o r  church program 
, o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a t  t h e  Sunday School  Board, s a i d  t h e  denominat ion needs  a  " h o l i s t i c  church growth 

p l a n  s o  p a s t o r s  and o t h e r  s t a f f  members c a n  implement and e x p e r i e n c e  growth i n  t h e i r  churches ."  

"Southern B a p t i s t s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  have b e l i e v e d  t h a t  church  growth is more t h a n  g e t t i n g  a  
pe rson  down t h e  a i s l e  and bap t ized , l l  Cook s a i d .  "We b e l i e v e  i n  a more h o l i s t i c  p l a n ,  t h a t  i f  t he  
church is r e a l l y  growing,  t h e  pe rson  is a l s o  d i s c i p l e d ,  assumes a l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n ,  becomes a  
good s teward  and becomes miss ion  minded." 

I n  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  c o o r d i n a t e d  growth e f f o r t ,  members o f  t h e  workgroup heard  abou t  a p l a n  
t h a t  is  b e i n g  t e s t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  churches  i n  t h e  Arizona Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Convention and t h a t  
cou ld  become t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  convent ionwide e f f o r t .  

"We have been h e a r i n g  r e q u e s t s  f o r  y e a r s  from s t a t e s  want ing SBC a g e n c i e s  t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  on 
a c o o r d i n a t e d  approach t o  church growth,"  Cook s a i d .  "This p l a n  could be  t h e  hand le  t o  do t h a t .  

" In  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  from Ar izona ,  we saw t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  meet a need. It encourages  me 
t h a t  t h i s  i d e a  was s t a r t e d  i n  a new-work a r e a  where t h e  g r a s s r o o t s  work is go ing  on." 

Cook s a i d  he hopes t h e  p l a n  " w l l l  p rov ide  t h e  t o o l s  f o r  p a s t o r s  i n  s m a l l  churches ,  
e s p e c i a l l y ,  who have dec ided  f o r  one r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e r  t h a t  t h e y  canno t  grow.ll 

McCoury a l s o  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  workgroup would u s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  from r e s e a r c h  t o  p rov ide  
some d i r e c t i o n  i n  t h e  development o f  m a t e r i a l s  and implementat ion o f  p l a n s .  

S e v e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  growing c h u r c h e s  i n  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  came t o  l i g h t  i n  a r e c e n t  
su rvey  from t h e  r e s e a r c h  s e r v i c e s  depar tment  o f  t h e  Sunday School  Board. 

Kirk  Hadaway, urban/church growth r e s e a r c h  s p e c i a l i s t ,  s a i d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  growing 
churches  i n c l u d e :  l o c a t i o n  n e a r  p o p u l a t i o n  growth,  65.8 p e r c e n t ;  more t h a n  30 p e r c e n t  o f  a d u l t  
members a g e s  30-44, 70.8 p e r c e n t ;  more t h a n  f o u r  y e a r s  p a s t o r a l  t e n u r e ,  72.7 p e r c e n t ;  r e c e n t  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a growth campaign, 66.8 p e r c e n t ;  and weekly v i s i t a t i o n ,  75.8 p e r c e n t .  

--30-- 

Church p l a n t i n g  e x p e r t  s a y s  
l a c k  o f  new churches  h u r t s  SBC 

B a p t i s t  Press 
1/26/89 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BPI--southern B a p t i s t s  a r e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a s t o r m  which could d e s t r o y  
t h e i r  h e r i t a g e ,  and it is  n o t  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l / p o l i t i c a 1  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  a n  o f f i c i a l  from t h e  
c o n v e n t i o n ' s  Home Mission Board t o l d  s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y  a t  Southwestern B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  
Seminary Jan. 24. 

C h a r l e s  Chaney, s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t  t o  board P r e s i d e n t  Lar ry  Lewis,  s a i d  Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  a r e  
" i n  a t r o p i c a l  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  d e c l i n i n g  and p l a t e a u e d  churches  t h a t  c a n  s e r i o u s l y  d e s t r o y  what 
Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  have been." 

Only 33 p e r c e n t  o f  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  churches  a r e  growing, Chaney s a i d ,  add ing  16 p e r c e n t  a r e  
i n  d e c l i n e  and j u s t  more t h a n  50 p e r c e n t  are " b a r e l y  h o l d i n g  t h e i r  own." 

"And I p e r s o n a l l y  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t ' s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  con t roversy , l l  h e  s a i d .  111 t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
a n o t h e r  s torm.  We've been i n  a growth crisis s i n c e  1955, and i f  we d o n ' t  do something abou t  i t ,  
t h i s  s to rm is g o i n g  t o  engu l f  us." 

Chaney made t h e  remarks  d u r i n g  a v i s i t  sponsored by Sou thwes te rn ' s  Church P l a n t i n g  
Fel lowship.  He c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  " t o  e v a n g e l i z e  t h i s  whole n a t i o n w  by " p l a n t i n g  c h u r c h e s  
i n  e v e r y  segment o f  American s o ~ i e t y . ~  

--more-- 
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To accompl i sh  t h e s e  g o a l s ,  Chancy s q i d ,  church p l a n t e r s  f i r s t  must l e a r n  t h e  l e s s o n  o f  
Jesus '  mi racu lous  f e e d i n g  o f  t h e  5 ,000  -- "determine t o  a t t e m p t  what men s a y  is  impossible ."  

"What we have been a iming f o r  is  unworthy o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t , "  Chaney s a i d ,  p o i n t i n g  t o  a  
s t a t i s t i c  t h a t  showed more t h a n  43 Southern  B a p t i s t s  were needed t o  r e a c h  one non-Chr i s t i an  i n  
1988. 

"I remember when w e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  how bad i t  was when i t  was 1 t o  20 ,  and we were s h o o t i n g  
f o r  one t o  e i g h t , "  h e  s a i d .  

Chaney p o i n t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  d e c l i n i n g  church  growth,  i n c l u d i n g  poor  methodology 
and t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  denominat ion t o  come t o  g r i p s  w i t h  i ts  emerging p l u r a l i s m ,  bo th  c u l t u r a l l y  
and s o c i a l l y .  

I n  a d i a l o g u e  w i t h  s t u d e n t s ,  Chaney s a i d  Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  have been f a i r l y  s u c c e s s f u l  
d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s  i n  p l a n t i n g  churches  i n  lower-  t o  midd le -c lass  w h i t e  communities,  
add ing  more churches  w i t h  ind igenous  l e a d e r s h i p  need t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  predominant ly  b l a c k  
a r e a s .  He a l s o  s a i d  more b i - v o c a t i o n a l  church  p l a n t e r s  are needed t o  r e a c h  t h e  g o a l  o f  50,000 
Sou thern  B a p t i s t  churches  by t h e  y e a r  2000. 

--30-- 

Northern I r e l a n d :  
' t h e  t r o u b l e s f  a t  20 By Martha S k e l t o n  

Sap t ist P r e s s  
1 /26/89 

BELFAST, Northern I r e l a n d  (BPI--A B a p t i s t  woman i n  B e l f a s t ,  Nor the rn  I r e l a n d ,  g o t  a c a l l  
from a  C a t h o l i c  f r i e n d  one day l a s t  y e a r .  The f r i e n d ' s  husband had j u s t  been gunned down b e f o r e  
h e r  e y e s  by P r o t e s t a n t  t e r r o r i s t s .  

" P l e a s e  come t o  me," s h e  begged t h e  B a p t i s t  woman. "I need t o  know t h e r e  a r e  good 
P r o t e s t a n t s . "  

A s  t h e  s e c t a r i a n  v i o l e n c e  -- l o c a l s  c a l l  i t  !'the t r o u b l e s w  i n  Nor the rn  I r e l a n d  -- marks a 
gr im 20 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  t h i s  years,  o u t s i u e  o b s e r v e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s .  Who a r e  t h e  " rea l"  
C a t h o l i c s  and P r o t e s t a n t s ?  Why do t h e y  seem b e n t  on d e s t r o y i n g  themselves  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e i r  
f a i t h s ?  How c a n  t h e  d e a t h s  o f  more t h a n  2 ,600  peop le  and t h e  i n j u r i n g  o f  a t  l e a s t  20,000 more 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  any c a u s e ?  

Northern I r e l a n d ,  a p a r t  o f  t h e  Uni ted Kingdom, was c r e a t e d  i n  1920 o u t  o f  t h e  s i x  c o u n t i e s  
t h a t  chose  t o  s t a y  B r i t i s h  when a n o t h e r  26 c o u n t i e s  formed t h e  Republ ic  of  I r e l a n d  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  
It h a s  a  p o p u l a t i o n  of n e a r l y  2 m i l l i o n  peop le ,  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  whom are P r o t e s t a n t  and o n e - t h i r d  
C a t h o l i c .  

H o s t i l i t y  h a s  e x i s t e d  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  between I r i s h  C a t h o l i c  f a m i l i e s  and t h e  descendan t s  o f  
S c o t t i s h  P r o t e s t a n t s  who s e t t l e d  i n  I r e l a n d ,  mos t ly  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Ulster c o u n t i e s .  The c u r r e n t  
wave o f  v i o l e n c e ,  which e r u p t e d  i n  1969,  was fomented by t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  and he igh tened  by hous ing  
problems, unemployment and c a l l s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  on b o t h  s i d e s .  
Northern I r e l a n d ' s  c a p i t a l ,  B e l f a s t ,  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  oE 304,000, is  t h e  c e n t r a l  f o c u s  o f  " t h e  
t r o u b l e s .  

"You i n h e r i t  a n  ideo logy ,"  e x p l a i n s  a B e l f a s t  s t u d e n t .  "You d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  ou t .  I f  y o u ' r e  
born i n  a  l o y a l i s t  a r e a ,  y o u ' r e  B r i t i s h .  I f  y o u ' r e  b o r n  i n  a r e p u b l i c a n  a r e a ,  y o u ' r e  I r i s h ,  and 
you want t o  see t h e  B r i t i s h  out ."  

The s t u d e n t ' s  F a t h e r  was gunned down by t h e  I r i s h  Republ ican Army. A s  a t e e n a g e r ,  t h e  son 
jo ined  a  P r o t e s t a n t  t e r r o r i s t  g roup ,  t h e  Ulster Volun tee r  Force .  His main mot iva t ion :  revenge.  

"The organization became my god. I swore by t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I would have d i e d  f o r  t h a t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n , "  h e  r e c a l l s .  When t o l d  t o  k i l l  a UVF man s u s p e c t e d  o f  b e i n g  a n  in fo rmer ,  he  obeyed 
and was caugh t  -- a c o n v i c t e d  k i l l e r  a t  age 17. 

--more-- 
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Another young man grew up i n  a Ca tho l i c  neighborhood o f  B e l f a s t .  Unemployment f o r  young 
; Cathol ic  males i n  Northern ~ re lanh  runs  between 70 and 80 percent .  He joined an I R A  youth group 

because "it was j u s t  another  something else t o  do." He c a r r i e d  ou t  minor d u t i e s  -- informing, 
, :, marching i n  p a r t i s a n  parades,  b r inging  i n  people f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  o r  bea t ings .  

He grew up susp i c ious  o f  non-Catholics. People from Cathol ic  a r e a s  lfalways had t h a t  wee 
* b i t t e r n e s s , "  he  says.  "If they were P r o t e s t a n t s ,  t hen  you were t h e  oppos i te .  These t r a d i t i o n s  

were d r i l l e d  i n t o  you from no age." He a l s o  was a r r e s t e d  and j a i l e d  f o r  a time. 

Both o f  t he se  young men, now committed f o l l o u e r s  o f  C h r i s t ,  once claimed a r e l i g i o n  and a 
he r i t age .  But n e i t h e r  grew up wi th  a personal  understanding o f  God i n  h i s  l i f e .  

nThe devout Ca tho l i c  is no t  murdering t h e  devout P r o t e s t a n t , "  says  a B a p t i s t  man born i n  
Be l f a s t .  "They may have theo log ica l  d i f f e r e n c e s  and see t h e i r  country through d i f f e r e n t  eyes ,  

. but  they do n o t  a c t i v e l y  h a t e  o r  a t t a c k  t h e  other ."  

A complex s e t  o f  c u l t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t o r s  have condensed i n t o  t h e  "Pro tes tan t"  and 
: "Catholicn extremes t h a t  t e r r o r i z e  t h e  major i ty  o f  Northern I r e l a n d ' s  c i t i z e n s ,  observers  r e p o r t .  

T e r r o r i s t s  a t  each end of  t h e  spectrum sha re  more i n  common with each o t h e r  than with o t h e r  
.' members o f  t h e i r  own r e l i g i o u s  groups -- secrecy ,  gangster ism, robbing and s t e a l i n g  f o r  money, 

,'. t i e s  t o  drug and weapons t r a f f i c k i n g ,  manipulation o f  t h e  young and t h e  i d e a l i s t i c .  

"People who a r e  doing t h e  f i g h t i n g  have no i n t e r e s t  i n  God," contends one B e l f a s t  pa s to r .  
"Transfer  a thousand ( c r imina l s )  from New York over  here.  They won't be muggers and r a p i s t s  any 
longer .  They w i l l  be involved i n  te r ror i sm."  

Class  s t r u c t u r e  and economics a l s o  con t r ibu t e  t o  t h e  violence.  B e l f a s t ' s  middle c l a s s  
suburbs have both Ca tho l i c  and P r o t e s t a n t  f ami l i e s  l i v i n g  peaceably a s  neighbors  and working i n  
bus inesses  toge ther .  But t h e  poor neighborhoods, wi th  t h e i r  high unemployment and crime r a t e s ,  
are b a s t i o n s  o f  t h e  a l i e n a t e d ,  t h e  a c t i v e  pa r t i s ans .  

- Separa te  educa t ion ,  s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s  and neighborhoods make meetings between people of  
d i f f e r e n t  f a i t h s  and t r a d i t i o n s  d i f f i c g l t ,  observers  say .  "The t roubles t '  have f u r t h e r  decreased 
con tac t s ,  s o l i d i f i e d  P r o t e s t a n t  and Cathol ic  neighborhoods and increased suspic ions .  

Northern I r e l a n d ' s  r e l i g i o u s  community r e f l e c t s  a v a r i e t y  of responses t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  
Most churches maintain t r a d i t i o n a l  m i n i s t r i e s  t o  t h e i r  own f locks .  Cer ta in  Cathol ic  and 
P r o t e s t a n t  groups,  such a s  t h e  Free  Presbyter ian  Church e s t ab l i shed  i n  t h e  1950s by I a n  Pa i s l ey ,  
t i e  t h e i r  theology t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  pos i t i on .  

But some C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  t ak ing  pub l i c  s t a n d s  a g a i n s t  v io lence  and f o r  a  p o s i t i v e  expression 
of t h e  gospe l  oE Je sus  Chr i s t .  

Cl i f tonpark  Avenue B a p t i s t  Church i n  West B e l f a s t ,  f a r  example, found i t s e l f  surrounded by 
t h e  ho r ro r s  o f  s t r e e t  f i g h t i n g ,  bombings and p a r t i s a n  neighborhoods i n  t h e  l a t e  1960s. Some 
members moved away, bu t  o t h e r s  he ld  on. Now l e d  by a  young pas to r ,  Gary Mason, t h e  church i s  
t r y i n g  t o  reach out .  

Church members i n v i t e  non-Chris t ians t o  "guest serv ices ."  Former pa rami l i t a ry  f i g h t e r s  o r  
, o t h e r s  with compelling C h r i s t i a n  t e s t imon ie s  speak. Joined r ecen t ly  by a  team of  American 

volunteers  from F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  A t l an t a ,  members made 2,000 community con tac t s  i n  one 
week. 

Cl i f tonpark  may be i n  wa b i t  o f  a  wastelandll between p a r t i s a n  boundaries ,  Mason admits.  But 
q u i t t i n g  t h e  a r e a  never has  been discussed by t h e  congregation. 

Other evange l i ca l  groups v i s i t  p r i sone r s  and hold s t r e e t  meetings. I n  West B e l f a s t ,  
C h r i s t i a n s  run  a c o f f e e  house f o r  disadvantaged young-people,  both Cathol ic  and P ro t e s t an t .  A 
B a p t i s t  church i n  a predominantly Ca tho l i c  neighborhood has  begun a day-care center for  l o c a l  
ch i ld ren .  

--more-- 
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Both P r o t e s t a n t  and C a t h o l i c  l e a d e r s  speak  a g a i n s t  v i o l e n c e .  One is Tom Toner,  c u r a t e  o f  
, S t .  Agnes C a t h o l i c  Church i n  West B e l f a s t ,  an area i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  IRA. He h a s  t a k e n  a s t a n d  

a g a i n s t  t e r r o r i s m  w h i l e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  g o a l  o f  a u n i t e d  I r e l a n d .  Sometimes Toner s p l a s h e s  
whitewash o v e r  t h e  s t a r k  wall mura l s  p a i n t e d  by p a r a m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  g l o r i f y  v i o l e n c e .  

Toner b e l i e v e s  a person c a n  b e  be 'very I r i s h ,  a n t i - B r i t i s h ,  a l s o  anti-IRA." But one o f  h i s  
p a r i s h o n e r s  responds ,  llItls hard  f o r  u s  t o  p r a c t i c e  what  you preach." 

" ? "  

B e l i e v e r s  i n  Nor the rn  I r e l a n d  work i n  many p e r s o n a l  ways t o  b r i n g  t h e  l o v e  of' C h r i s t  t o  " t h e  
t r o u b l e s .  

B i l l  McConnell, a B a p t i s t  layman i n  B e l f a s t ,  was s h o t  dead s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago  as  his w i f e ,  
B e r y l ,  and 3-year-old d a u g h t e r  s t o o d  by. A s  a p r i s o n  employee, McConnell knew h e  was a 
" l e g i t i m a t e  t a r g e t "  f o r  t e r r o r i s t s .  

Mrs. McConnell f e l t  s h e  must t e l l  o t h e r s  o f  God's g r a c e  and s u f f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  mids t  o f  
g r e a t  t r agedy .  '1 hold  no b i t t e r n e s s  a t  a l l , n  s h e  s a y s .  "What t h e y  ( t h e  gunmen) d i d  was s i n f u l ,  
b u t  i t ' s  no more o r  l e s s  a s i n  t h a n  me t e l l i n g  a l i e .  My small s i n s  i n  human terms are very  
b l a c k  s i n s  i n  God's eyes ."  

Another B e l f a s t  layman who l o s t  family  members i n  a n  I R A  a t t a c k  s a y s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  he lped  
him empathize  w i t h  o t h e r s .  "The t r a g e d y  o f  o u r  own f a m i l y  gave me an i n s i g h t  i n t o  human 
s u f f e r i n g  1 would n o t  have had,"  h e  r e f l e c t s .  l11've had t o  v i s i t  many homes where peop le  have 
l o s t  loved ones  th rough  t e r r o r i s m ,  and I have  been a b l e  w i t h  t h e  g r a c e  o f  God t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  
s u f f e r i n g  more deep ly .  P e r s o n a l  t r a g e d y  very  o f t e n  d o e s  t h a t ,  God can use  i t  f o r  o u r  good and 
f o r  h i s  g lo ry . "  

A f t e r  20 y e a r s ,  a  q u i c k  s o l u t i o n  t o  " t h e  t r o u b l e s "  w i l l  n o t  come. N e i t h e r  p o l i t i c s  n o r  
r e l i g i o n  is g o i n g  t o  b r e a k  down t h e  b a r r i e r s ,  s a y s  a former  I R A  member: "The o n l y  way t h e y l r e  
go ing  t o  b e  broken down is  th rough  t h e  pe rson  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  He is t h e  media to r  between man 

. -  and Cod and he is even t h e  m e d i a t o r  between P r o t e s t a n t  and Cath013.c.~ 
--30.-- 
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