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Race r e l a t i o n s  con fe rence  
stirs new commitments By Louis Moore 

NASHVILLE ( B P ) - - A ~ o u ~  190 b l a c k ,  whi te  and brown Southern  B a p t i s t s  meeting i n  Nashvi l le  f o r  
a r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  con fe rence  marking t h e  Mar t in  Luther  King Jr. hol iday  committed themselves t o  

, working h a r d e r  t o  e r a d i c a t e  v e s t i g a g e s  o f  racism wi th in  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. 

I n  speeches ,  th rough applause  and i n  a s e r i e s  of s i x  cha l l enges  adopted by t h e  group,  t h e  
B a p t i s t s  c a l l e d  f o r  r e s u r r e c t i n g  t h e  g o a l  of  improving r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  within t h e  denomination. 

The Southern  B a p t i s t s  and Race R e l a t i o n s  Conference was sponsored by t h e  SBC C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  
Commission, Jan. 16-17. 

Spearheading t h e  e f f o r t  t o  r e v i v e  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  as a primary concern i n  t h e  convention were 
Richard Land, e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission; ~ i o y d  E lde r ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
SBC Sunday School  Board; Foy Va len t ine ,  former d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  CLC; Nashvil le  p a s t o r  J e r r y  
Su t ton ;  Louis iana  B a p t i s t  newspaper e d i t o r  Lynn Clayton;  and Woman's Missionary Union execu t ive  
Carolyn Weatherford. 

I n  h i s  keynote a d d r e s s ,  Land i s s u e d  a cha l l enge  t o  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  s t i m u l a t e  g r e a t e r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  b l a c k s  a t  every  l e v e l  o f  Southern B a p t i s t  l i f e .  He urged Southern B a p t i s t  
l e a d e r s  t o  f i g h t  r ac i sm "whenever and wherever i t  occurs ."  

" A s  Southern  B a p t i s t s ,  we have n o t  always s tood  f o r  t h e s e  t h ings ,  bu t  God h a s ,  h i s  word 
h a s ,  and wi th  h i s  h e l p ,  we do now and we s h a l l  i n  t h e  f u t u r e , "  Land said. 

Southern B a p t i s t s  should  "wi tnes s  both  he re  and abroad t o  racism's d e v a s t a t i n g  impact on 
both i ts  v i c t i m s ,  t h e  pe r secu ted  and t h e  ~ e r s e c u t o r , ~ ~  he s a i d .  

E lde r  s a i d  t h e  Sunday School  Board is moving ahead i n  mu l t i p l e  ways t o  suppor t  a m u l t i e t h n i c  
denomination. 

"If we a r e  e v e r  t o  r e a l i z e  o u r  Bold Mission Thrus t  g o a l s  of sha r ing  t h e  gospe l  w i th  every 
person i n  t h e  world,  we must be  m u l t i e t h n i c  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  and around t h e  world,"  s a i d  
Elder .  . 

He c i t e d  e f f o r t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  v i s i b i l i t y  o f  e t h n i c  groups i n  a r t  u s e d . i n  Sunday School  Board 
p e r i o d i c a l s  as an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  ways t h e  board is suppor t ing  improved r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  w i th in  
t h e  denomination. 

Racism c o n t r a d i c t s  b i b l i c a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  S u t t o n  t o l d  conference p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

"We must r e f u s e  t o  judge people by t h e  e x t e r n a l s  o f  s k i n  c o l o r ,  o r  t h e  con ten t  o f  t h e i r  
w a l l e t s  o r  t h e i r  achievements  o r  l a c k  o f  achievements ,"  s a i d  Sut ton ,  pa s to r  of Two Rivers  B a p t i s t  
Church. "The only  c r i t e r i a  i s  t h i s :  lIs he -- o r  she -- a new c r e a t u r e  i n  Christ?'  Any and a l l  
forms o f  rac ism and p r e j u d i c e  a r e  incompat ib le  wi th  b i b l i c a l  Chr i s t i an i ty . "  

Clayton ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Lou i s i ana  B a p t i s t  Message, and Sid Smith, manager o f  t h e  b l ack  church 
development s ec$ ion  i n  t h e  Sunday School  Board's s p e c i a l  m i n i s t r i e s  department, bo th  urged 
s p e c i f i c  B a p t i s t  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  racism. 

"How long b e f o r e  a b l a c k  is p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention?" Smith asked. 
'IHow long before  t h e r e  i s  a rainbow of Gad's people on SBC boards and agencies? How long? How 
long?" 

--more-- 



1/18/89 Page 2 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

t h e  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission " t o  demons t ra te  by t a n g i b l e  example i t s  
. d e d i c a t i o n  t o  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  by h i r i n g  a b l a c k  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  member and s u p p o r t  s t a f f e r s . "  

I n  r e s p o n s e ,  Land s a i d  h e  nwould be happy t o  a c c e p t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  and a l r e a d y  is s o l i c i t i n g  
resumes o f  q u a l i f i e d  men and women of d i f f e r i n g  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  f o r  s t a f f  pos i t ions . l l  

V a l e n t i n e  u rged  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  meet ing t o  "work t h e  i s s u e  of racism from 
e v e r y  a n g l e  p o s s i b l e ,  s e i z e  i t  by e v e r y  h a n d l e  a v a i l a b l e ,  g r i n d  i t  from e v e r y  facet c o n c e i v a b l e  
and c h a l l e n g e  i t  whenever i t  r e a r s  its u g l y  head." 

Harold Branch ,  p a s t o r  o f  St .  J o h n  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  Texas ,  s a i d :  l lPersonal  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b u i l t  upon a  common f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  p r o v i d e  t h e  key t o  r a c i a l  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n .  

"We have  n o t  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  cr is is .  We're s t i l l  i n  t h e  crisis." 

During t h e  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n ,  s e v e r a l  s p e a k e r s  and members o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  c r i t i c i z e d  CLC 
Commissioner C u r t i s  W. C a i n e  Sr. o f  J a c k s o n ,  Miss., who h a s  c a l l e d  t h e  l a t e  Mar t in  L u t h e r  King 
Jr. "a f raudT1 and s a i d  a p a r t h e i d  i n  S o u t h  Africa l l d o e s n l t  e x i s t  anymore and was b e n e f i c i a l  when 
i t  d i d  because  it  meant s e p a r a t e  development." 

While s t o p p i n g  s h o r t  o f  c a l l i n g  f o r  C a i n e ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  c o n f e r e n c e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
p r e d i c t e d  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Convent ion ,  which mee ts  i n  Lsa Vegas, Nev., i n  e a r l y  June ,  l i k e l y  
w i l l  t a k e  some a c t i o n  on Ca ine .  

"It is  r i g h t  f o r  t h e  SBC t o  a s k  Dr. Caine  t o  r e s i g n , "  s a i d  Clayton. 

Yost  s p e a k e r s  s a i d  t h e y  are o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n l s  a b i l i t y  t o  r e p e n t  o f  p a s t  
r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e s  and move fo rward  toward r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y .  

C i v i l  R i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  1960s f o r c e d  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  a b i d e  by laws  t h a t  shou ld  have 
a l r e a d y  been w r i t t e n  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  s a i d  J o e l  S n i d e r ,  p a s t o r  o f  Crievewood B a p t i s t  Church I n  
N a s h v i l l e .  

"If S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  d o  n o t  t u r n  from t h e i r  s i n s  a g a i n s t  r a c e s ,  God could bypass  them and 
use  o t h e r s  t o  do  h i s  work, l1 S n i d e r  s a i d .  

C h a r l e s  Page,  p a s t o r  o f  N a s h v i l l e l s  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, s a i d  t h e  convent ion  must g o  . 
f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h e  l aws  o f  government  t o  a t t a i n  r a c i a l  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n .  

And b l a c k  p a s t o r  F r a n k  Thomas o f  New F a i t h  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Matteson,  Ill., c l o s e d  t h e  
c o n f e r e n c e  by s a y i n g  change  c a n  come i n  B a p t i s t  a t t i t u d e s  on r a c e .  

--30~- 

G r e a t e r  b l a c k  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
i n  SBC urged  by CLC d i r e c t o r  By Dan Mar t in  1/18/89 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Greater r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  b l a c k s  a t  e v e r y  l e v e l  o f  Southern  B a p t i s t  l i f e  h a s  
been urged  by t h e  new e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission. 

Richard Land, e l e c t e d  t o  head t h e  SBC1s moral  and s o c i a l  concerns  agency i n  September ,  
i s s u e d  six c h a l l e n g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  one  f o r  g r e a t e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t s  and 
Race Conference i n  N a s h v i l l e  J a n .  16-17. 

H i s  c h a l l e n g e s  were a d o p t e d  on a s t a n d i n g  v o t e  by t h e  175 b l a c k  and whi te  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  
t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  h e l d  on t h e  h o l i d a y  commemorating t h e  b i r t h d a y  o f  Mart in  L u t h e r  King Jr., t h e  
s l a i n  c i v i l  r i g h t s  l e a d e r .  The c o n f e r e n c e  was t h e  first planned by Land a f t e r  he took o v e r  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  agency i n  October  1988. 

--more-- 
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Baptist Press demic dean a t  C r i s w e l l  Col lege  i n  Dallas and special a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  
governor o f  Texas,  i s s u e d  h i s  cha l l enges :  

-- "We c a l l  upon Southern  B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  r e s o l v e  t o  s tand  pub l i c ly  and p r i v a t e l y  f o r  
r a c i a l  j u s t i c e  and e q u a l i t y  and t o  speak o u t  a g a i n s t  racism whenever and wherever it occurs .  

-- "We c a l l  upon i n d i v i d u a l  Southern  B a p t i s t s  and Southern B a p t i s t  churches t o  reach  a c r o s s  
r a c i a l  bounda r i e s ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  f r i e n d s h i p s ,  f r a t e r n a l  r a t h e r  than  p a t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  
through mealt imes,  p r aye r  t imes  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  t imes.  

-- "We c a l l  upon Southern  B a p t i s t  churches t o  observe Race Rela t ions  Sunday wi th  v a r i o u s  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  such  a s  p u l p i t  exchanges wi th  churches o f  d i f f e r i n g  e t h n i c  and r a c i a l  composi t ion.  

-- "We c a l l  upon Southern  B a p t i s t s  t o  urge t h e i r  agencies  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  seek  
d i l i g e n t l y  t o  b r i n g  abou t  g r e a t e r  African-American r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  every l e v e l  o f  Southern 
B a p t i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i f e .  

-- llWe c a l l  upon Southern  B a p t i s t s  t o  r epen t  o f  p a s t  b i g o t r y  and t o  pray f o r ,  and m i n i s t e r  
t o ,  t hose  still  w i t h i n  i t s  deadly  c l u t c h e s ,  e i t h e r  a s  persecuted o r  persecutor .  

-- "We c a l l  upon Southern  B a p t i s t s ,  o u t  of  o u r  own i n c e s s a n t  p a s t  exper ience  w i t h ,  and 
i n t e r m i t t e n t  p r e s e n t  expe r i ence  w i t h ,  rac ism t o  w i t n e s s  both he re  and abroad t o  i t s  d e v a s t a t i n g  
impact on bo th  i t s  v i c t i m s ,  t h e  persecuted  and t h e  persecutor . l l  

Land concluded h i s  c a l l  f o r  a c t i o n  f o r  r a c i a l  j u s t i c e  by pledging,  " A s  Southern B a p t i s t s ,  we 
have n o t  always s tood  f o r  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  b u t  God has ,  h i s  word has ,  and wi th  h i s  he lp ,  we do now 

. and we s h a l l  i n  t h e  fu tu re . "  

I n  h i s  a d d r e s s ,  Land cited widespread sense t h a t  racial c o n f l i c t  is on t h e  r ise  i n  o u r  
land.  It would seem t h a t  e t e r n a l  v i g i l e n c e ,  c e a s e l e s s  educa t ion  and p e r s i s t e n t  courage are 
needed t o  ensu re  p r o g r e s s  toward h e a l t h i e r  r a c i a l  a t t i t u d e s . "  

He diagnosed t h e  l lna ture  o f  t h e  enemy we con f ron t  ... as an enemy wi th in  as we l l  as  wi thout .  
Racial b i g o t r y  is woven i n t o  t h e  very  warp and woof o f  o u r  s o c i e t y  because it is an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  
o f  humanity 's  f a l l e n  na tu re .  

"P re jud ice  is a t  i t s  most b a s i c  a  s i n  problem. It is a  s p i r i t u a l  problem, a consequence o f  
t h e  f a l l e n ,  s i n f u l  human h e a r t .  

1 "In t h i s  s e c u l a r l y  dominated age ,  C h r i s t i a n s  have a  unique r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  remind ou r  
s o c i e t y  t h a t  rac ism,  a s  w e l l  as many o t h e r  problems, w i l l  n o t  be  solved wi thout  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
dimension. l1 

Land noted ,  however: "The f a c t  t h a t  rac ism i s  a t  i ts foundation a s p i r i t u a l  problem and 
w i l l  be vanquished u l t i m a t e l y  only  by s p i r i t u a l  means, does not  mean t h a t  l e g i s l a t i v e  and 
j u d i c i a l  remedies should n o t  be, must not be  app l i ed  t o  r a c i a l  d i s c r imina t ion  and b igo t ry .  

" L e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  remedies a l t e r e d  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  lde. j u r e t  s eg rega t ion  and l e g a l l y  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .  ... But what about 'de f a c t o l  s e g r e g a t i o n  
and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ?  

"Here we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a t t i t u d e s ,  n o t  a c t i o n s .  When you e n t e r  t h e  realm of  t h e  mind and 
of  t h e  h e a r t ,  you a r e  moving beyond t h e  power o f  r e s t r a i n t .  

"If e l i m i n a t i o n ,  n o t  r e s t r a i n t ,  o f  r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e  and b igo t ry  is t h e  goa l  -- and a s  
C h r i s t i a n s  it must b e  -- t h e n  we must move beyond l e g i s l a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  answers t o  s p i r i t u a l  
ones. lf 

Land t o l d  o f  h i s  own p i lg r image ,  r ecoun t ing  how a t  age  16 he moved beyond "mere pas s ive  
b e l i e f  i n  r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y , , ,  when he heard King's "I Have A Dreamn speech. 

As he  read p o r t i o n s  of t h a t  add re s s  made i n  1963, Land drew a  choma o f  amens from 
p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

--more-- 
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"We must draw encouragement  from t h e  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  has been made.  emus st remember and 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i n g s  c a n  change. Seemingly i n s o l u b l e  o b s t a c l e s  c a n  b e  overcome. But  o u r  
encouragement  and i n s p i r a t i o n  t h a t  change ,  s ' i g n i f i c a n t  change, revolutionary change, has o c c u r r e d  
must a lways  b e  tempered by t h e  knowledge t h a t  much r e m a i n s  t o  b e  done," he s a i d .  

The C h r i s t i a n ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  improvement i n  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  "must endeavor  w i t h  
Cod's h e l p  t o  win t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  p e o p l e ' s  m i n d s l n  Land s a i d .  ''We must p roc la im our Heavenly 
F a t h e r ' s  message o f  e q u a l i t y  and j u s t i c e .  

"However, we must a l s o  endeavor  t o  win men's h e a r t s .  It is God's v i c t o r y  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s  
which w i l l  r e a l l y  change  t h e i r  l i v e s  and t h e  l i v e s  of t h o s e  around them." 

He encouraged p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  l la l low God t o  change o u r  minds and o u r  h e a r t s  u n t i l  o u r  
a c t i o n s  a r e  t r a n s f o r m e d .  We must show t h e  world we r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  what we s a y  we b e l i e v e  and 
t h a t  God w i l l  r e a l l y  d o  what  we s a y  h e  w i l l  do. 

"We must p r a y  t h a t  God w i l l  g i v e  u s  p a s s i o n  a s  w e l l  as compassion. We must r e a l l y  c a r e  
a b o u t  r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y  and j u s t i c e .  And we m u s t a c t . "  

--3o-- 

Supreme C o u r t  l e t s  V i r g i n i a  
c h i l d - c a r e  exemption s t a n d  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Kathy P a l e n  Y 1 /18/89 

WASHINGTON ( B P ) - - T ~ ~  U.S. Supreme C o u r t  h a s  r e j e c t e d  a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  a V i r g i n i a  law t h a t  
exempts church- run  c h i l d - c a r e  c e n t e r s  from s t a t e  l i c e n s i n g .  

By r e f u s i n g  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  t h e  h i g h  c o u r t  l e t  s t a n d  a r u l i n g  by t h e  4 t h  C i r c u i t  
Cour t  o f  Appeals  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  s t a t u t e  does .  n o t  v i o l a t e  t h e  F i r s t  Amendment's p r o h i b i t i o n  
a g a i n s t  a n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r e l i g i o n .  

The c o n t e s t e d  law,  which was passed  i n  1979, a l l o w s  any r e l i g i o u s l y  a f f i l i a t e d  c h i l d - c a r e  
c e n t e r  exemption from t h e  minimum s t a n d a r d s  r e q u i r e d  o f  l i c e n s e d  c e n t e r s .  The s t a t u t e  d o e s  
r e q u i r e  church-run c e n t e r s  t o  meet b a s i c  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s .  

The c h a l l e n g e  was b r o u g h t  by t h r e e  non-exempt c h i l d - c a r e  c e n t e r s ,  which a r e  not a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

A d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  s t r u c k  t h e  exemption down a s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  but t h e  b t h  C i r c u i t  r e v e r s e d  
t h e  r u l i n g  l a s t  May. 

I n  a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  Supreme C o u r t ,  John  V a n d e r s t a r ,  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  non-exempt c e n t e r s ,  
s a i d  exempting church-run c h i l d - c a r e  c e n t e r s  from r e l i g i o u s l y  n e u t r a l  s t a n d a r d s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a n  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r e l i g i o n .  

"If a s t a t e  may now exempt ... a c t i v i t i e s  from l i c e n s i n g  and o t h e r  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  
r e g u l a t i o n s  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  some c h u r c h e s  want t o  b e  free o f  such  r e g u l a t i o n ,  t h e  d e l i c a t e  b a l a n c e  
between t h e  two r e l i g i o n  c l a u s e s  w i l l  b e  s e v e r e l y  d i s t o r t e d , "  Vanders ta r  wrote .  "Nei ther  
r e l i g i o n  n o r  t h e  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w i l l  be  advanced by such a  r u l e  o f  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  law." 

But t h e  c o u n s e l  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  a rgued  t h a t  f o r c i n g  church-run c e n t e r s  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d  would 
v i o l a t e  t h e  F i r s t  Amendment's f r e e  e x e r c i s e  c l a u s e .  A t t o r n e y  Anthony F. Troy s a i d  t h a t  r e q u i r i n g  
such l i c e n s i n g  would f o r c e  c h u r c h e s  t o  p l a c e  t h e  s t a t e ' s  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h a t  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  
(88-730, F o r e s t  H i l l s  E a r l y  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r  v. J a c k s o n )  

--3o-- 
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More s t u d e n t  vo lu  d e e r s  needed 
t o  f i l l  home mis s ions  r e q u e s t s  By Mark Wingfield 

ATLANTA (BPI--At l e a s t  130 s t u d e n t  home missions p o s i t i o n s  could go u n f i l l e d  t h i s  summer 
u n l e s s  t h e  number o f  a p p l i c a n t s  i n c r e a s e s  from previous  y e a r s ,  two vo lun tee r  l e a d e r s  s a i d .  

B i l l  Berry and V a l e r i e  Hardy o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board's vo lun tee r  d i v i s i o n  
s a i d  they  have r ece ived  more r e q u e s t s  f o r  h igh  school  and c o l l e g e  vo lun tee r s  t han  can  be  f i l l e d  
i f  r e c e n t  t r e n d s  con t inue .  The number o f  s t u d e n t s  apply ing  f o r  summer vo lun tee r  p o s i t i o n s  h a s  
been dec reas ing  g r a d u a l l y  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  yea r s ,  they  s a i d .  

This y e a r  Berry  h a s  more t han  1,500 r e q u e s t s  f o r  c o l l e g e  s tuden t s  t o  s e r v e  as summer 
mi s s iona r i e s .  L a s t  y e a r  h e  f i l l e d  1 ,412  pos i t i ons .  Hardy s a i d  she a n t i c i p a t e s  about  80 r e q u e s t s  
f o r  h igh  schoo l  s t u d e n t s  t o  s e r v e  a s  So jou rne r s  t h i s  summer. Las t  y e a r  s h e  f i l l e d  48 p o s i t i o n s .  

"Unless we have a major turnaround,  I a n t i c i p a t e  f a l l i n g  s h o r t  o f  t h i s  y e a r ' s  needs,"  Berry 
s a i d .  "For t h e  f irst  t ime i n  a long  t ime,  I ' v e  had t o  t u r n  down r eques t s  f o r  summer m i s s i o n a r i e s  
not  j u s t  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  r e a s o n s  b u t  because we don ' t  a n t i c i p a t e  enough a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  f i l l  t h e  
r eques t s . "  ' 

Berry a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  dec rease  i n  summer missionary a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  t h r e e  f a c t o r s .  

F i r s t  i s  a s m a l l e r  poo l  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  t o  draw from. More people t han  e v e r  
a r e  e n r o l l e d  i n  America's c o l l e g e s ,  b u t  fewer o f  them a r e  18- t o  24-year-olds f r e s h  o u t  o f  h igh  
school ,  he s a i d .  

Second, c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  have more o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  miss ions  involvement through o t h e r  
channels  t han  e v e r  b e f o r e ,  Ber ry  s a i d .  

The t h i r d  r e s t r a i n t  is f inances .  "Students  a r e  spending t h e i r  summers more i n  voca t iona l  
exper iences  s o  they  can b e  more marke tab le  when they 'g raduate ,"  he said. "Also, as f e d e r a l l y  
funded s t u d e n t  l o a n s  have been c u t ,  s t u d e n t s  have found an inc reas ing  need t o  work summers t o  
r a i s e  money f o r  s choo l .  " 

While s t u d e n t  mi s s ions  v o l u n t e e r s  have been decreas ing  gradual ly ,  t h e  number o f  a d u l t s  
vo lun tee r ing  f o r  home mis s ions  work h a s  increased .  I n  1988, t h e  Home Mission Board ass igned  
41,581 v o l u n t e e r s  o f  all a g e s  through i ts programs. 

Berry and Hardy s a i d  t ime remains f o r  h igh  school  and c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  t o  apply f o r  1989 
summer p o s i t i o n s .  The d e a d l i n e  f o r  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  is March 10,  and t h e  dead l ine  f o r  high 
school  s t u d e n t s  i s  March 15. 

Some col lege-age  summer m i s s i o n a r i e s  a r e  supported by t h e i r  B a p t i s t  S tudent  Unions o r  s t a t e  
B a p t i s t  conven t ions ,  wh i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  suppor ted  d i r e c t l y  by t h e  Home Mission Board. A l l  summer 
miss ions  ass ignments  a r e  coo rd ina t ed  through t h e  Home Mission Board. 

Those suppor ted  by t h e  Home Mission Board r e c e i v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  and from t h e  f i e l d ,  
housing,  meals and a $60-per-week s t i p e n d  du r ing  t h e i r  10 weeks of s e rv i ce .  Appl icants  do n o t  
have t o  be  B a p t i s t  S t u d e n t  Union members b u t  must be mature members o f  a B a p t i s t  church who have 
completed a t  l e a s t  t h e  freshman y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e .  

High s c h o o l  j u n i o r s  and s e n i o r s  appoin ted  as Sojourners  must provide t h e i r  own 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  and from t h e  f i e l d  and r e c e i v e  no s a l a r y .  However, t h e  Home Mission Board does  
provide housing and meals du r ing  t h e  four -  t o  10-week terms. 

--30-- 

CORRECTION: P l e a s e  r e p l a c e  t h e  second paragraph of the 1/11/89 B a p t i s t  P re s s  s t o r y  t i t l e d  
tlBrotherhood expands hour s  t o  improve a c c e s s i b i l i t y n  wi th  t h e  following: 

S t a r t i n g  Monday, J an .  30 ,  Brotherhood Commission o f f i c e s  w i l l  be open 50 hours  every week, 
-, from 7:30 a.m. u n t i l  5:30 p.m. C e n t r a l  time, Monday through Friday.  

Thanks 
B a p t i s t  P re s s  
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Enrollment up for  Ch year 
, a t  Southern Baptis t  col leges By Tim Fields 

- .  * .  
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BPI --southern Baptis t  colleges and universi t ies  showed an overall  

increase i n  f a l l  enrollment f o r  the seventh consecutive year, according t o  figures released t o  
the Southern Baptis t  Education Commission. 

Enrollment f igures  f o r  the 1988 f a l l  semester show 104,846 students attended Southern 
Baptist  junior and senior  colleges,  a 3.6 percent increase over the 1987 t o t a l  of 101,159. 

,.. The enrollment f igures  include both full-time and part-time students i n  college c red i t  
courses, but do not include students enrolled in  non-credit courses. 

A compilation of the f igures  shows tha t  37 of the 47 senior colleges had an increase in 
enrollment, ranging from 16.6 percent t o  0.1 percent, and a l l  four junior colleges had increased 
enrollments, ranging from 6.6 percent t o  0.7 percent. The f a l l  1988 t o t a l  does not include the 

, 368 students attending the former Baptis t  Bible In s t i t u t e  in  Graceville, Fla. ,  which became a 
four-year senior college in  November 1988, and changed its name t o  Florida Baptist  Theological 
College. 

Mobile College i n  Mobile, Ala., had the largest  percentage increase, w i t h  16.6 percent, 
followed by Virginia Intermont College, Br i s to l ,  Va., 15.7 percent; Southern Baptist College, 
Walnut Ridge, Ark. ,  15.6 percent; and Union University, Jackson, Tenn., 14.6 percent. 

Southwest Bapt is t  University in  Bolivar, Mo., showed the largest  numerical increase from 
f a l l  1987 t o  f a l l  1988, with 284 addi t ional  students, followed by Campbell University, 9uies 
Creek, N . C . ,  280; Gardner-Webb College, Boiling Springs, N.C., 263; and Union University, 257. 
Increases fo r  a l l  other  schools f e l l  below 200 students. 

The l a s t  time overa l l  enrollment i n  Southern Baptist  colleges and universi t ies  decreased was 
, ,  in  1981, when enrollment was 91,602, a drop of l e s s  than 1 percent from the previous year. 

The seven consecutive years of increased enrollment mean tha t  13,244 more students attended 
the 51 Southern Baptis t  junior and senior  colleges during the f a l l  1988 term than attended in 
f a l l  1981, fo r  a net increase of 14.5 percent. 

The steady increase i n  enrollment over the past seven years has been in  sp i t e  of d i r e  
predictions a decade ago, which projected severe declines for  non-state-supported schools, said 
A r t h u r  L. Walker J r . ,  executive d i r ec to r  of the Education C o d s s i o n .  

"A majority of the Southern Baptist-related ins t i tu t ions  has been able to  of fse t  the r e su l t s  
of the decline in  b i r t h  r a t e  of those who a re  now of t radi t ional  college age," Walker explained. 

"There i s  no question tha t  Baptist-related ins t i tu t ions  have been able t o  increase the i r  
enrollment by a t t r ac t ing  non-traditional students who are  returning to  college because of an 
interrupted education o r  because of the desire  for  additional training. 

"Baptist i n s t i t u t i o n s  have a l so  a t t rac ted  students who want a qual i ty  education undergirded 
by strong moral values, which form the foundation for  education a t  these colleges and 
universi t ies .  

"Baptist colleges and univers i t ies  col lect ively have been able to  show not only the w i l l  t o  
reverse circumstances which could lead t o  decreased enrollments, but a lso they have demonstrated 
the commitment which has allowed them to  survive and grow." 

Baylor University in  Waco, Texas, remains the largest  Southern Baptist university,  with 
11,789 students,  followed by Mercer University, AtLanta/Macon, Ga., w i t h  6,103 students,  and Wake 
Forest University, Winston-Salem, N.C., with 5,317 students. A l l  three schools showed increases 
i n  t h e i r  f a l l  1988 enrollments. 

Wayland Baptis t  University showed the largest  percentage decrease in  enrollment, w i t h  a 10.8 
percent loss  of 209 students.  

--more-- 
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The 1988 f a l l  enrollment f i g u r e s  and t h e  percentage of increase o r  decrease a t  a l l  Southern 
Bap t i s t  jun io r  and s e n i o r  co l l eges  by s t a t e  are :  

Alabama -- Judson College,  594, (Judson's f a l l  '88 enrollment r e f l e c t s  a change i n  r epor t ing  
procedures. Enrollment now includes  independent study s tudents  who were.not  counted i n  the  f a l l  
1987 t o t a l .  ; Mobile Col lege ,  1,053, (1 6.6) ;  Samford Universi ty,  4,089, (3.9). 

Arizona -- Grand Canyon College,  1,813,  (10.5). 

Arkansas -- Ouachita B a p t i s t  Univers i ty ,  1,352, (-5.3); Southern Bap t i s t  College, 592, 
(15.6). 

Ca l i fo rn ia  -- C a l i f o r n i a  B a p t i s t  College,  666, (1.1). 

F lo r ida  -- Palm Beach A t l a n t i c  College,  1,135, (-1.6); Stetson Universi ty,  2,975, (4.7). 

Georgia -- Brewton Parker College 1 ,472, (9.1 ) ; Mercer Universi ty,  6,103, (2.7 ; Shorter  
College, 831, ( 10.8) ; Truett-McConnell College,  1,488, (0.7). 

Kentucky -- Campbellsvil le College,  726, (8.2);  Cumberland College, 1,904, (-1.4) ; 
Georgetown College,  1,471,  (4.3).  

Louisiana -- Louisiana College,  1,017, (-0.6). 

Miss i s s ipp i  -- Blue Mountain College,  333, (6.7); Mississippi  College, 3,540, (1.5 ; William 
Carey College,  1,931, (-4.4). 

Missouri -- Hannibal-LaGrange College,  812, (-0.1 ) ; Missouri Bap t i s t  College, 905, (0.2) ; 
Southwest B a p t i s t  Univers i ty ,  2,712,  (11.7); William Jewel1 College, 1,984, (-2.8). 

North Carolina -- Campbell Univers i ty ,  4,195, (7 .2) ;  Chowan College, 974, (6.6); Gardner- 
Webb College,  2,189,  (13.7) ;  Mars H i l l  College,  1,345 (2.0); Meredith College, 2,124, (4.9);  Wake 
Fores t  Univers i ty ,  5,317,  (2 .1) ;  Wingate College, 1,729, (2.6). 

Oklahoma -- Oklahoma B a p t i s t  Univers i ty ,  1,967, (10.8). 

South Carolina -- Anderson College,  1,045, (1.4);  Bapt is t  College a t  Charleston, 1,926, 
(0.1);  Furman Univers i ty ;  3,205, (4 .1) ;  North Greenvil le College, 532, (4.5). 

Tennessee -- Belmont College,  2,580, (-3.6) ; Carson-Newman College 1,995, (4.9) ; Union 
Univers i ty ,  2,017, (14.6). 

Texas -- Saylor  Univers i ty ,  11,789, (1.1);  Dal las  :Bapt is t  Universi ty,  2,018, (8.1);  East 
Texas B a p t i s t  Univers i ty ,  809, (13) ;  Hardin-Simmons Universi ty,  1,928, ( 3 . 3 ) ;   ousto on Bap t i s t  
Univers i ty ,  2,434, (-5.1);  Howard Payne Universi ty,  1,247, (12.9); Universi ty of  Mary Hardin- 
Baylor, 1,511,  (12.7);  Wayland B a p t i s t  Univers i ty ,  1,726, (-10.8). 

Virginia  -- Averett  College,  993, (2.9); Bluefield College, 366, (5 .2) ;  Universi ty of  
Richmond, 4,948, (4.5) ; Virginia  Intermont College, 450, (15.7). 

--30-- 

F i r s t  SBC r e l i e f  teams begin 
C 0  fl 4 Bapt i s t  Press 

rebui ld ing Jamaican churches By B i l l  Bangham 1/18/89 

MONEAGUE, Jamaica (Bp)--In t h e  wake of hurricane Gi lbe r t ,  Southern B a p t i s t s  a r e  responding 
t o  t h e  needs of  B a p t i s t s  i n  Jamaica. The first of 800 t o  1,000 Southern Bap t i s t  volunteers  
cu r ren t ly  a r e  on t h e  Carribean i s l a n d  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  of the  Jamaica Bap t i s t  Union. 

Construction m a t e r i a l s  bought with Southern Bap t i s t  Foreign Mission Board r e l i e f  funds 
a r r ived  on t h e  i s l a n d  t h e  week before Christmas. Volunteers en l i s t ed  through the  board and t h e  
Southern B a p t i s t  Brotherhood Commission a r r ived  a f t e r  the  f i r s t  of the  year t o  begin repa i r s  on 
more than 100 churches damaged by t h e  hur r i cane . .  

--more-- 
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l a s t  September, r ocke t ing  west a c r o s s  t h e  wi th  160 mile-  
per-hour winds. Crops were l o s t  and communities d e v a s t a t  d .  More than  80 percent  o f  t h e  housing 
on t h e  i s l a n d  s u s t a i n e d  damage. R e l i e f  poured i n  from across t h e  globe. 

"Amongst t h e  f i r s t  t o  respond,  a s  u s u a l ,  was t h e  Foreign Mission Board o f  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention,"  s a i d  Cawley B o l t ,  execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Jamaica B a p t i s t  Union. 

Within days ,  a damage assessment  team from t h e  Foreign Mission Board and Brotherhood 
Commission was on t h e  i s l a n d .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  Jamaica B a p t i s t  Union reques ted  Southern B a p t i s t  
he lp  i n  recovery ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  damage s u s t a i n e d  by church p rope r t i e s .  

I n i t i a l  e f f o r t s  focused on supply ing  food t o  t h e  i s l and .  But food d i s t r i b u t i o n  ended Jan.  
1 ,  and now e f f o r t s  a r e  aimed a t  h e l p i n g  Jamaican B a p t i s t s  r ebu i ld  t h e i r  churches i n  a coope ra t ive  
p r o j e c t  between t h e  board ,  commission and t h e  Jamaica B a p t i s t  Union. 

The board r e l e a s e d  $172,000 f o r  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  from a contingency fund o f  t h e  g loba l  
s t r a t e g y  group. Another $67,000 was r e l e a s e d  through t h e  human needs department. And John 
Baxley o f  S t .  Augus t ine ,  F l a . ,  was appoin ted  on - s i t e  coord ina tor  f o r  t h e  r ebu i ld ing  e f f o r t s .  
Commission pe r sonne l  have been a c t i v e  i n  l o c a t i n g  ma te r i a l s  and e n l i s t i n g  vo lun tee r s .  

Baxley,  a member o f  Anas t a s i a  B a p t i s t  Church i n  S t .  Augustine, ha s  been a missions vo lun tee r  
conducting Vacat ion B i b l e  Schools  on Jamaica ove r  t h e  p a s t  11 years .  He a l s o  is a Mission 
Se rv i ce  Corps v o l u n t e e r  a s s igned  t o  F l o r i d a  Brotherhood and a t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  Brotherhood 
Commission. 

Baxley noted t h e  e f f o r t  i s  a Jamaican B a p t i s t  p ro j ec t .  Yet he a l s o  s a i d  i t  is  an 
oppor tun i ty  t o  develop c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  B a p t i s t s  i n  a country where Southern B a p t i s t s  do n o t  
have a miss ionary  p re sence  -- e s p e c i a l l y  a t  a time o f  c r i t i c a l  need. The Jamaican government i s  
concen t r a t i ng  e f f o r t s  on r e b u i l d i n g  homes and bus inesses .  No funds e x i s t  f o r  churches,  he s a i d .  

"The big wind came and took t h e i r  r o o f s  away, and t h e i r  c rops ,"  he  s a i d .  "And when they 
turned t o  t h e i r  church f o r  s o l a c e ,  i t s  roo f  was gone, too. 

"People a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e i r  homes. This  is an a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy, and t h e i r  
c rops  were des t royed .  There j u s t  i s n ' t  any money l e f t  over  t o  r e p a i r  t h e i r  churches.ll 

Jim Peck, a member o f  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  r e l i e f  teams, s a i d  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  v i t a l :  "It's 
important  because a l o t  o f  t h e s e  people  won't be a b l e  t o  do it themselves. I understand t h a t  t h e  
government h e r e  w i l l  r e b u i l d  houses ,  w i l l  r e b u i l d  schools ,  they might even r e b u i l d  bus inesses ,  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  But I know they  w i l l  n o t  r e b u i l d  churches. 

"And s o  t h a t ' s  up  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s .  And s i n c e  we seem t o  have t h e  wherewithal l ,  we're 
going t o  be  t h e  ones t o  do it." 

Peck came t o  Jamaica w i th  e i g h t  o t h e r  vo lun tee r s ,  t h e  B a p t i s t  Men's u n i t  o f  Bethe l  B a p t i s t  
Church i n  B a l d w i n s v i l l e ,  N.Y.  Mack Bixby, p a s t o r  a t  Bethel ,  s a i d  t h e  church paid f o r  t h e  t r i p  
and commissioned t h e  men i n  a s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e  be fo re  they l e f t .  

"Yes, you ' r e  s e e i n g  o u r  church ,"  s a i d  Bixby. l lThat ts  what I t o l d  ou r  church -- i t  wasn't 
j u s t  n i n e  men going  t o  ~ a m a i c a  -- it  was a church going t o  Jamaica." 

Bixby desc r ibed  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  fund t h e  t r i p  as an important  s t e p  i n  t h e  l i f e  of  
Bethe l  B a p t i s t .  l11t1s impor t an t  t o  me t h a t  o u r  men, ou r  women, ou r  church be involved i n  
miss ions  because we're  i n  a mi s s ions  a r e a  i n  New York," he  s a id .  "We have been mostly on t h e  
r ece iv ing  end. 

"My d e s i r e  is f o r  my church and f o r  t h e  Northeast  is to  be on t h e  giving end. And t h i s  is  
j u s t  t h e  beginning  o f  t h a t . "  

Jamaicans a l s o  said t h e  p r o j e c t  is s i g n i f i c a n t .  Jeremiah Panton, 68, a deacon f o r  42 y e a r s  
a t  Dalvey F a i t h  B a p t i s t  Church on t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  i s l and  nea r  t h e  s p o t  G i l b e r t  came a sho re ,  
summed up many o f  t h e i r  f ee l i ngs .  

--more-- 
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"When we heard you f o l k  a r e  coming t o  us, we were so glad and happyn he said. "We were s o  
g lad .  Because t h e  worship is n o t  s o  s t r o n g  g ince  t h e  hu r r i cane ,  and t h e  bu i ld ing  was destroyed.lt  

Baxley, working under  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Jamaica B a p t i s t  Union, s a i d  teams a r e  beginning 
on t h e  e a s t  end o f  t h e  i s l a n d  and working west .  He a n t i c i p a t e d  needing 800 t o  1,000 vo lun tee r s  
dur ing  t h e  nex t  s i x  t o  10 months t o  complete  t h e  p ro j ec t .  Both agencies  a r e  seeking  vo lun tee r s  
t o  fill t h a t  need. 

--3o-- 
(BPI photos a v a i l a b l e  upon r e q u e s t  from t h e  Brotherhood Commission - 
Time is  'nowt f o r  world 
e v a n g e l i z a t i o n ,  l e a d e r s  s ay  

F '9 B a p t i s t  P re s s  
By Art Toals ton  1 / 18/89 

RICHMOND, Va. (SP)--The t ime t o  a c t  i s  now, many C h r i s t i a n  l e a d e r s  ag ree ,  t o  reach t h e  o f t -  
s t a t e d  g o a l  o f  sp read ing  t h e  gospe l  t o  t h e  wor ld ' s  popula t ion  by t h e  yea r  2000. 

"Decisions a r e  u r g e n t  i n  t h e  nex t  two t o  t h r e e  yearsl1I s ays  R. Keith Parks,  p r e s iden t  of t h e  
Southern B a p t i s t  Fore ign  Mission Board. 

Ralph Winter ,  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  U.S. Center  f o r  World Mission, concurs ,  no t ing ,  "If 

I 
going  a l l  o u t  f o r  a  s h o r t  pe r iod  w i l l  e v e r  be f u l l y  j u s t i f i e d ,  it is now." 

Heightened awareness o f  t h e  urgency may be one of t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e  Global Consul ta t ion  on 
World Evange l i za t i on  by AD 2000 and Beyond, he ld  Jan. 5-8 i n  Singapore. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s  say i n c r e a s e d  momentum f o r  coopera t ion  among C h r i s t i a n s  worldwide r e s u l t e d  from 
t h e  meeting o f  314 l e a d e r s  o f  denominat ions and mission organiza t ions .  More t han  h a l f  t h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  were from Th i rd  World n a t i o n s .  

Decis ions ,  t hey  s a y ,  w i l l  n o t  come from any one committee o r  o rgan iza t ion  b u t  from each 
denomination and agency committed t o  t h e  cause .  The c o n s u l t a t i o n ' s  "Great Commission Manifestow 

I 
c a l l s  f o r  a ba l ance  between " a p p r o p r i a t e  autonomy o f  churches and minis t r ies1 '  and l l s i g n i f i c a n t  
pa r tne r sh ip .  

"The oppor tun i ty  t o  work t o g e t h e r  i s  o u r s , "  t h e  manifesto s t a t e s ,  t o  o f f e r  every popula t ion  
"a v a l i d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h e a r  t h e  g o s p e l  i n  a language they  can understand." C h r i s t i a n  i n f l u e n c e s  

I a r e  n e g l i g i b l e  among more t h a n  o n e - f i f t h  of t h e  w o r l d t s  5.1 b i l l i o n  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  according t o  
mission r e s e a r c h e r s ,  who use  such measures as churches,  S c r i p t u r e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  and r e l i g i o u s  
broadcas ts .  

The Fore ign  Mission Board a l r e a d y  h a s  made d e c i s i o n s ,  such a s  t h e  deployment o f  
l fnon res iden t i a l "  m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  h e l p  evange l i ze  people groups i n  c o u n t r i e s  and reg ions  where 
C h r i s t i a n  work i s  s e v e r e l y  r e s t r i c t e d .  T h i s  new breed o f  missionary w i l l  l i v e  o u t s i d e  t h e  
t a rge t ed  a r e a  b u t  work t o  develop ways o f  advancing t h e  gospe l  t he re .  

I Five  Southern  B a p t i s t  coup le s  have been ass igned  a s  n o n r e s i d e n t i a l  miss ionar ies .  Foreign 
Mission Board g o a l s  c a l l  f o r  a p p o i n t i n g  25 more i n  1989 and 35 i n  1990, 

I Other C h r i s t i a n  groups  a r e  embracing t h e  concept ,  and s e v e r a l  o f  them have turned t o  t h e  
Foreign Mission Board f o r  h e l p  i n  launching  t h e i r  own nonres iden t i a l  missionary programs. 

I 
Many forms of  coope ra t ion  may f low from t h e  work o f  non res iden t i a l  m i s s iona r i e s ,  Parks 

says.  Once they  have begun t o  mas t e r  languages spoken by unreached people groups,  f o r  example, 
they may work wi th  B i b l e  s o c i e t i e s  i n  doing  S c r i p t u r e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  and wi th  r a d i o  m i n i s t r i e s  i n  
developing s p e c i a l  b roadcas t s .  

A d i r e c t  outgrowth o f  t h e  S ingapore  c o n s u l t a t i o n  i t se l f  is t h e  AD 2000 Global Service 
Off i ce ,  which opened Jan.  9. I t  r e s u l t e d  from a meeting convened immediately a f t e r  t h e  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  t o  a s s u r e  ongoing c o n t a c t  among t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  and o t h e r s  committed t o  world 
evange l i za t i on .  
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The o f f i c e  i s  be ing  s t a f f e d  by Jay  and Olgy Gary, who helped organize  the Singapore 

meeting. Gary i s  a former e x e c u t i v e  e d i t o r  of  World C h r i s t i a n  magazine. Mrs. Gary develops  
mission educa t ion  m a t e r i a l s .  They p l a n  a mo'nthly news le t t e r .  The o f f  ice's i n i t i a l  a d d r e s s  i s  
P.O. Box 129, Rockv i l l e ,  Va. 23146. 

Denominations o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  d e s i r i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  AD 2000 movement, Parks  s a y s ,  
must begin  a l l s t rong ,  i n t e n s i v e  push w i t h i n  t h e  next  t h r e e  y e a r s  a t  most." 

"You c a n l t  make a d e c i s i o n  t o  start reaching  a people group i n  1999 and reach  them by t h e  
yea r  2000. You've g o t  t o  make t h a t  d e c i s i o n  by,  s ay ,  1991 i n  o r d e r  t o  have t h e  time frame t o  
c a r r y  it  out , l l  he e x p l a i n s .  

Fore ign  Mission Board r e s e a r c h e r s  have d iv ided  t h e  world's unreached people i n t o  3,030 
segments encompassing 30 c o u n t r i e s ,  1,000 c i t i e s  and 2,000 e t h n o l i n g u i s t i c  people groups. 
Evangel iz ing  a l l  t h e  segments ,  Pa rks  s a y s ,  i s  "impossible  f o r  any of us  t o  do a 1 0 n e . ~  

Parks  p r e d i c t s  t h e  AD 2000 c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i l l  enhance t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  cooperat ion i n  
miss ions  and h e l p  make i t  a g e n e r a l  p a t t e r n .  

If C h r i s t i a n  groups can  work " i n  awareness,  i n  coo rd ina t ion ,  i n  a networking s t a n c e  wi th  
o t h e r  groups ,  a l l  o f  t h e  peoples  o f  t h e  world can have a chance t o  hear  the gospel ,"  he says. 
"Working i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  i n  ignorance o f  what o t h e r s  a r e  doing, it 's h ighly  u n l i k e l y  
t h a t  i t  w i l l  happen. Unless  t h e r e  i s  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  10 C h r i s t i a n  groups may end up working wi th  
one unreached popu la t i on  segment, wh i l e  t h e r e  a r e  n ine  o t h e r  segments nobody is  touching," 

The y e a r s  ahead i n  mi s s ions ,  FMB Executive Vice P re s iden t  B i l l  OtBrien hopes, w i l l  be a t ime 
when Southern  B a p t i s t s  " r e a f f i r m  and s t r e n g t h e n  ou r  commitment t o  who we a r e  and what we're  
doingt1 i n  t h e  Bold Mission Thrus t  world evange l i za t i on  emphasis,  y e t  g r a sp  " the  r e a l i t y  t h a t  
o t h e r s  a r e  be ing  used as well.l l  

Those l lo thers l l  may n o t  a g r e e  w i th  B a p t i s t s  on a l l  p o i n t s  o f  d o c t r i n e ,  OIBrien acknowledges, 
y e t  a l l  can f i n d  common ground on " t h e  u l t i m a t e  p r i o r i t y  -- t h e  Lordship o f  J e sus ,  a personal  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  him and obedience  t o  his command t o  proclaim h i s  gospe l  t o  a l l  people." As 
C h r i s t i a n  groups  a s s e s s  each  o t h e r ' s  e v a n g e l i s t i c  p l a n s ,  OtBrien s a y s ,  a key ques t ion  should be ,  
"Is t h e  S p i r i t  o f  God u s i n g  them?" 

Organ iza t ions ,  l i k e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  seem t o  be g i f t e d  wi th  s p e c i a l  a b i l i t i e s ,  Parks says .  "The 
d i s t i n c t i v e  approaches o f  d i f f e r e n t  groups  a l l  mesh t o g e t h e r  and provide a s t r o n g e r  w i tnes s  t han  
could p o s s i b l y  come i f  we a l l  had t h e  same approach," he notes .  

The Fore ign  Mission Board ' s  journey i n t o  g loba l  coopera t ion  began with a June 1985 
c o n s u l t a t i o n  o f  B a p t i s t  miss ion  l e a d e r s  from 20 c o u n t r i e s .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Parks i n i t i a t e d  a 
meeting wi th  l e a d e r s  o f  North American denominations and e v a n g e l i s t i c  organiza t ions .  
Represen ta t i ves  o f  about  20 groups  a t t ended .  A subsequent  meeting l a s t  February was a t t ended  by 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  29 groups.  

The board w i l l  t a k e  a n o t h e r  s t e p  Feb. 7 when it meets wi th  l e a d e r s  of about  20 mission 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ope ra t ed  by i n d i v i d u a l  Southern  B a p t i s t s .  

Such o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r a i s e  funds i n  l o c a l  churches. These same churches undergird t h e  Fore ign  
Mission Board and o t h e r  denominat iona l  causes .  Working t o  r e so lve  t h e  poss ib l e  compet i t ion  i n  
fund r a i s i n g ,  OIBr ien  s a y s ,  i s  b e t t e r  t han  "opera t ing  i n  an i s o l a t e d ,  t u r f -p ro t ec t ion  kind o f  
way." None o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  i n  c o n f l i c t  wi th  t h e  Foreign Mission Board Itin terms o f  
wanting people t o  hea r  abou t  J e s u s  and come t o  know him," he  notes .  

Elsewhere, t h e  U.S. Cen te r  f o r  World Mission and Global  Mapping I n t e r n a t i o n a l  w i l l  sponsor  
an Adopt-A-People Symposium March 13-17 i n  Pasadena, Calif., t o  h e l p  l i n k  mission agencies  
t a r g e t i n g  unreached people  groups  w i th  churches w i l l i n g  t o  o f f e r  prayer  and o t h e r  k inds  o f  
involvement. 

--more-- 
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American Renewal S e r v i c e  Committee, which met i n  a lando,  Fla. , Jan .  16- 
17, ha s  dec ided  on a n  AD 2000 focus  f o r  its August 1990 Congress on t h e  Holy S p i r i t  and World 
Evange l i za t i on ,  expec ted  t o  draw 50,000 people t o  t h e  Aoosierdome i n  Indianapol i s .  "The o v e r a l l  
purpose o f  t h e  c o n g r e s ~ , ~  s a y s  Vinson Synan, committee chairman, " w i l l  be t o  mobil ize,  equip  and 
send f o r t h  e v a n g e l i z e r s  f o r  t h e  decade o f  t h e  l g g O ~ . ~  The committee r ep re sen t s  Pen tecos t a l  
denominat ions and renewal  movements i n  C a t h o l i c  and main l ine  P r o t e s t a n t  churches. 

A number o f  S ingapore  c o n s u l t a t i o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a l s o  a r e  planning a number o f  meetings 
focus ing  on t h e  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  con t inen t s .  

--3o-- 

Seminary s t u d e n t  p i c k s  up p r e s s  
p i eces  a f t e r  h i s  world c r a s h e s  By S c o t t  C o l l i n s  

FORT WORTH, Texas (BPI--The l a s t  t h i n g  Ron Thompson remembers is memorizing 1 John 5:11-12 
wi th  his wife  wh i l e  t hey  drove  t o  t h e  t i n y  church i n  r u r a l  Arizona where he was pas to r .  

When Thompson opened h i s  eyes ,  paramedics were hovering over  him. He was l y i n g  on t h e  
g r a s s .  Cuts  and a b r a s i o n s  m u t i l a t e d  h i s  body. The c a r  was a crumpled mass o f  s t e e l .  It was 
3:45 p.m., May 1 4 ,  1988, j u s t  o u t s i d e  Phoenix. 

ltWhatls happened? Where's my wife?" Thompson asked. A paramedic r e p l i e d ,  "Someone e l s e  i s  
t ak ing  c a r e  of her ."  

Today, t h e  words o f  1 John 5: 12 mark Dar la  Thompson's tombstone: "He t h a t  ha th  t h e  Son h a t h  
l i f e .  It 

Sometimes, when Thompson is  c o n c e n t r a t i n g ,  s tudying f o r  a t e s t  a t  Southwestern B a p t i s t  
Theologica l  Seminary where he is a s t u d e n t ,  f l a s h e s  of h i s  w i f e  come i n t o  h i s  mind. It's hard t o  
t h i n k  about  any th ing  else. 

When t h e  Thompsons were marr ied  i n  1982, they  committed themselves t o  God. 

"We t o l d  him, 'God, we ' re  g i v i n g  you o u r  marriage because we know t h a t ' s  t h e  only way i t ' s  
going t o  work, Thompson s a i d .  

They l i v e d  i n  Verna l ,  Utah, where he was a  surveyor when "God retouched my life i n  January 
o f  1984. He c a l l e d  me t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y , "  Thompson sa id .  

When he t o l d  h i s  w i f e ,  s h e  smiled and s a i d :  "I knew t h a t  a long  time ago. I'm so g l ad  he 
(God) f i n a l l y  t o l d  you." 

The Thompsons packed up ,  moved t o  Phoenix and e n r o l l e h  a t  Grand Canyon College t o  complete 
undergraduate degrees .  

I n  June 1987, Bur ton  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Show Low, Ariz. -- 175 m i l e s  from Phoenix -- c a l l e d  
him a s  p a s t o r .  

On Sa tu rdays ,  t h e  coup le  would load t h e i r  c a r  and d r i v e  t o  t h e  church f o r  t h e  weekend. 
Usual ly ,  he drove.  But t h e  day o f  t h e  c r a s h ,  he needed t o  pu t  t h e  f i n i s h i n g  touches on h i s  
sermons. He asked h e r  t o  d r i v e .  He d o e s n ' t  remember anyth ing  e l s e  except  memorizing t h e  
S c r i p t u r e  ve r se .  

Thompson e n r o l l e d  a t  Southwestern Seminary i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas, l a s t  August, j u s t  t h r e e  
months a f t e r  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  

--30-- 


