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F a i t h ,  time, concern help 
miss ionar ies  handle tragedy By Toby Druin 

ROCKWALL, Texas (BPI--Their f a i t h ,  time and Southern B a p t i s t  ' a  concern have borne James and 
Martha P a r r i s h  through pain  and grief s i n c e  a Ju ly  Y gaso l ine  explosion took t h e  l i f e  o f  one of 

' . t h e i r  sons and badly burned another.  

They expect  t o  resume t h e i r  c a l l i n g  a s  Southern-Bapt is t  miss ionar ies  i n  January. 

Hundreds of people have w r i t t e n  o r  otherwise communicated with the  Par r i shes  following the  
t r a g i c  acc iden t  i n  Esmeraldas, Ecuador, when t h e  explosion a t  a s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  k i l l e d  t h e i r  
three-year-old son, John Martin, and severe ly  burned seven-year-old Stephen. Pa r r i sh  a l s o  was 
burned on h i s  f a c e  and arms as he pu l l ed  Stephen from t h e i r  burning automobile. 

Pa r r i sh  and Stephen were flown t o  Da l las  July 8 f o r  treatment a t 'Methodis t  Medical Center. 
Mrs. Par r i sh  and t h e i r  son Micah, 6, who were not  involved i n  t h e  acc iden t ,  accompanied them. I I 

. * News o f  t h  r o r d e a l  brought a N o o d , o f  cards  and l e t t e r s  and o t h e r  express ions  t h a t  have v ' 

. ' . helped them g e t *  through t h e  l a s t  few monthbbthe  P a r r i s h e s  sa id  a t  t h e i r  new home a t  810 Stimson, 
. Rockwall, Texas, 75087, a missionary res idence provided by F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Rockwall. 

' 

: They l ived  from July through O c t o b e ~  a t  the  missionary res idence of  Fairview B a p t i s t  Church i n  
.,. Grand P r a i r i e ,  Texas. I 

"We-were o v e r ~ h e l m e d , ~  a t  t h e  msponse ,  Mrs. P a r r i s h  sa id .  "We received some of  t h e  most 
comforting l e t t e r s  t h a t  made us  r e a U e e  we were not  a lone,  t h a t  we were p a r t  of  a g r e a t  
fel lowship of s u f f e r e r s ,  a lcommonness.~ There  a r e  an  awf'ul  l o t  of  people who have l o s t  a c h i l d .  l1 I 

"I have been humbled by t h e  concern,  t h e  ca re ,  t h e  love t h a t  people i n  Texas and around the  
- Southern B a p t i s t  Convention have shwn." I I 

. They s a i d  they were s t r u c k  by tihe sense expressed by so  many o f  the  w r i t e r s  t h a t  the  
Par r i shes  were " t h e i r "  miss ionar ies .  nThere was t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  we belonged t o  everybody and 

. . t h a t  our l o s s  was t h e i r  she  mid. 

"We have received a l o t  of a t t e a t i o n  and met l o t s  of  people we wouldn't normally have had an 
opportunity t o  know," he sa id .  "Thme r e l a t i o n s h i p s  have r e a l l y  helped us  and encouraged us, Of 
course,  we would t r a d e  it a l l  t o  h a w  our  son back." . 

r 
They a r e  now r e a l i z i n g  more of U l e  g r i e f  process over the  Ioss o f  John -- a process they had 

t o  postpone in t h e  days following the acc iden t  due t o  t h e  c r i t i c a l  na tu re  o f  Stephen's  condi t ion 
t h a t  demanded a l l  o f  t h e i r  a t tent iorr ,  

. . Time is helping,  though, they a i d ,  and recen t ly  they were able t o  pu t  toge the r  a co l l age  o f  
photos o f  John, inc lud ing  one taken m l y  two days before the  accident .  I 

Par r i sh  also h a s  begun t o  preach again. B e  spoke Nov. 20 a t  C l i f f  B a p t i s t  Temple Church i n  
Dal las  and has s e v e r a l  speaking en-ments scheduled i n  December. 

- '.+"*.L.,l 

"We don ' t  understand why it h-ned,n Mrs. Par r i sh  said, "and we may never know why. B u t  
we have begun t o  s e e  some p o s i t i v e  msults -- people whose l i v e s  have been touched.ll Some people 
have come t o  know C h r i s t  as savior h a u s e  of t h e  tragedy,  she  sa id .  

''We are r e a l i z i n g  the h u r t  will always be the re , "  she  sa id .  nBut it g e t s  b e t t e r  with t h e  
passing of  time. We don1 t have t h e  diepths of emotion we had a t  f i r s t .  

--more-- I 
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"Right now we a r e  s t i l l  l e a r n i n g  t o  t r u s t  t h e  Lord and no t  l e a n  on o u r  own unders tanding .  
. He is d i r e c t i n g  o u r  pa ths ."  

Stephen,  who was s e v e r e l y  burned on h i s  f a c e ,  arms and l e g s ,  h a s  responded we l l  t o  
t r ea tmen t .  The d o c t o r  who has  t r e a t e d  him h a s  p r a i s e d  h i s  a t t i t u d e  and t h e  p rog re s s  he has  made. 
H i s  mother s a i d  t h a t  one day a nu r se  i n  t h e  room s a i d  h i s  p rog re s s  "must be  because o f  t h i s  good 
h o s p i t a l  food ." 

"Stephen c o r r e c t e d  he r , "  Mrs. P a r r i s h  said. "He s a i d ,  'It1 s because o f  a l l  those  people ou t  
t h e r e  p ray ing  f o r  me.'" 

But he is badly  s c a r r e d  and c o n t i n u e s  t o  have the rapy  twice  weekly. He and h i s  dad wear 
garments  ove r  t h e  burned areas t o  p r o t e c t  them and t o  reduce t h e  t h i cken ing  o f  t h e  s c a r s .  Stephen 
a l s o  wears a p l a s t i c  mask du r ing  much of t h e  day and a c l o t h  one a t  n i g h t  t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  face. 

They have been s e n s i t i v e  t o  h i s  appearance,  t h e  P a r r i s h e s  s a i d ,  b u t  Stephen seems t o  be  
t a k i n g  it  i n  s t r i d e .  Recent ly ,  P a r r i s h  s a i d ,  he no t i ced  Stephen looking  a t  h imsel f  i n  t h e  
mi r ro r .  

. - 

"What do you s e e ,  Stephen?" he  said he asked.  

"A l i t t l e  boy," S tephen  r e p l i e d .  

He rough-houses w i th  h i s  b r o t h e r  and p l a y s  guns w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  boys i n  t h e  neighborhood, 
j u s t  l i k e  any o t h e r  7-year-old,  and proudly  shows h i s  rock  c o l l e c t i o n  t o  anyone i n t e r e s t e d .  He 
still s e e s  t h e  d o c t o r  every  two weeks i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t he rapy  s e s s i o n s ,  b u t  he should only  r e q u i r e  
minimal t r ea tmen t  a f t e r  t hey  r e t u r n  t o  Ecuador, t h e  d o c t o r  has  advised  them. 

However, S tephen  is  extremely s e n s i t i v e  t o  h e a t ,  t h e  P a r r i s h e s  s a i d ,  and they  have asked f o r  
i. t h e  o p t i o n  o f  moving i n t o  t h e  c o o l e r  mountainous r e g i o n  of Ecuador when they r e t u r n  i f  t h a t  

becomes necessary .  

They w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  Esmeraldas on t h e  c o a s t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a wh i l e ,  P a r r i s h  s a i d .  

They p r a i s e d  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Fore ign  Mission Board f o r  t h e  concern showed them through 
t h e  o rdea l .  The board has  pa id  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e i r  expenses and p u t  no p re s su re  on them t o  
g e t  back t o  Ecuador. They were on medica l  l e a v e  f o r  t h e  first f o u r  months fo l lowing  t h e  a c c i d e n t  

. and a r e  now on medica l  nfur lough.n  When they  r e t u r n  t h e y  w i l l  s t a r t  a new four-year  term. 

"The Fore ign  Miss ion  Board has  shown u s  i ts  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  is t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  us," s a i d  Mrs. 
P a r r i s h ,  "and we want t o  thank t h e  peop le ,  Southern B a p t i s t s  everywhere, who have made t h a t  
p o s s i b l e  through t h e i r  suppor t  o f  the L o t t i e  Moon Chr is tmas  Of fe r ing  and t h e  Cooperat ive Programw 
un i f  l e d  budget.  

--3o-- 
(BPI photos mailed t o  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers by Richmond bureau o f  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

Oklahoma B a p t i s t s  OK 
zero-growth budget 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
11 /22/88 

BETHANY, Okla. (BPI--0klahoma B a p t i s t s  approved a zero-growth budget f o r  1989 bu t  kep t  t h e i r  
g i f t s  t o  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Coope ra t ive  Program u n i f i e d  budget a t  4 4  p e r c e n t  of t h e i r  own 
budget du r ing  t h e i r  annua l  meeting Nov. 14-16 i n  Bethany. 

The s t a t e r s  budget  f o r  1989 is $16.5 m i l l i o n ,  t h e  same a s  t h i s  y e a r ' s  goa l .  I f  t h e  g o a l  is 
. reached,  $7.26 m i l l i o n  w i l l  be channeled  t o  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention m i n i s t r i e s  through t h e  

Coopera t ive  Program. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  messengers  approved r e s o l u t i o n s  on the  pr ies thood o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r  and suppor t  
of church staff members who have been  te rmina ted .  

--more-- 
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The o r i g i n a l  r e s o l u t i o n  on t h e  p r i e s thood  of t h e  b e l f e v e r  noted t h a t  t h e  b e l i e f  was a 
- "fundamental B a p t i s t  d i s t i n c t i v e . l l  It was amended t o  s ay  t h e  b e l i e f  is a "fundamental and 
. h i s t o r i c  B a p t i s t  d i s t i n c t i v e . "  The r e s o l u t i o n  aff i rmed t h e  preamble of t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and 

Message, which emphasizes the s o u l ' s  competency b e f o r e  God. 

Another r e s o l u t i o n  concerned churches  i n  c o n f l i c t .  The r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  an average  o f  
one Oklahoma p a s t o r  p e r  Sunday is f i r e d  o r  forced  t o  l e a v e  h i s  church. The r e s o l u t i o n  a f f i rmed 

- uncond i t i ona l  l o v e  f o r  s t a f f  members while r e s o l v i n g  t o  "seek peace fu l  s o l u t i o n s  t o  a l l  c o n f l i c t s  
i n  t h e  church wi thou t  compromising t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  God's word o r  r e l a x i n g  t h e  b i b l i c a l  s t a n d a r d s  
f o r  church l e a d e r s h i p .  

Gerald P e t e r s ,  immediate p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Oklahoma P a s t o r s '  Conference and p a s t o r  of  
F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Carnegie ,  wrote t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  It was "intended t o  n e i t h e r  condemn o r  
condone t h e  p a s t o r  or the c h u r ~ h , ~  he s a i d ,  adding churches  need t o  hand le  c o n f l i c t  wi thout  
"des t roy ing  t h e i r  w i t n e s s  i n  t h e  community." 

E lec t ed  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  General  Convention o f  Oklahoma was Hoyt Aduddell,  p a s t o r  o f  
O l i v e t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Tulsa.  F i r s t  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  i s  Anthony Jo rdan ,  p a s t o r  o f  Northwest 
B a p t i s t  Church i n  Oklahoma C i ty .  Second v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  i s  Bryan Glas s ,  layman from S t i l l w a t e r  
and a r e t i r e d  zoology p r o f e s s o r  a t  Oklahoma S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  

Messengers r e g i s t e r i n g  f o r  t h e  83rd annua l  meeting t o t a l e d  1,367.  Next y e a r ' s  annual  
meeting w i l l  be Nov. 13-15 a t  Eastwood B a p t i s t  Church i n  Tulsa .  

--30-- 

F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t s  c u t  CP, 
r ecogn ize  S t r i n g e r ' s  r e t i r e m e n t  By Barbara Denman 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
1 1 /22/88 

LAKELAND, F l a .  rBP)L-Florida B a p t i s t s  focused on two ha l lmarks  o f  Southern  B a p t i s t  l i f e  -- 
evangelism and t h e  Coopera t ive  Program -- and honored t h e i r  r e t i r i n g  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  du r ing  
t h e  annual  meeting o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Convention Nov. 14-16 i n  Lakeland. 

Under t h e  umbrel la  theme o f  "Evange l i ze ln  laypeople  and p a s t o r s  admonished t h e  messengers 
f o r  be ing  uninvolved i n  p e r s o n a l l y  t e l l i n g  people abou t  C h r i s t .  

The 2,256 r e g i s t e r e d  messengers a l s o  were faced wi th  d e c i s i o n  t o  reduce  t h e  percentage  o f  
Coopera t ive  Program u n i f i ~ d  budget  funds  s e n t  from the s t a t e  t o  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention. 

I n  1985, F l o r i d a  was t h e  f i r s t  s t a t e  convent ion  t o  d i v i d e  Coopera t ive  Program funds  evenly  
between s t a t e  convent ion  needs and SBC causes .  C u r r r e n t l y ,  on ly  two s t a t e s  -- F l o r i d a  and 
Georgia -- d i v i d e  Coopera t ive  Program gifts equa l ly  between s t a t e  and SBC concerns .  

But F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t s  vo ted  t o  send 47.65 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  $23,353,188 budget f o r  1989 t o  the  
SBC and keep t h e  remain ing  52.35 p e r c e n t  f o r  mi s s ions  and m i n i s t r i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

For t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s ,  t h e  state convention had been caught  i n  t h e  middle,  as f i x e d  c o s t s  
e s c a l a t e d  and g i f t s  from t h e  chu rches  dec reased ,  F l o r i d a  l e a d e r s  expla ined .  I n  p a s t  y e a r s ,  
program budgets  o f  t h e  s t a t e  convent ion  Were c u t .  I n  1988, agenc i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  r ece ived  a downward adjus tment  i n  t h e  percentage  they  r e c e i v e  from budget  funds.  

The r e d u c t i o n  i n  SBC funding w i l l  p rovide  a d i f f e r e n c e  o f  about  $340,000, which w i l l  be used 
t o  fund t h e  s t a t e  conven t ion ' s  i n c r e a s e d  o p e r a t i o n a l  expenses,  i nc reased  in su rance  c o s t s  and 
expanded a n n u i t y  supplements  f o r  chu rch  s t a f f  members. Also inc luded  is a 3 pe rcen t  cost-of-  
l i v i n g  s a l a r y  ad jus tmen t  f o r  conven t%m employees. 

Although t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  reduce t h e  SBC pe rcen tage  was approved overwhelmingly, program 
speake r s  and messengers  from t he  floor decried t h e  d e c i s i o n  and encouraged churches  and 
i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  i n c r e a s e  g i v i n g  t o  ge t  back t o  t h e  50-50 s t a n c e .  

--more-- 
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Messengers a l s o  recognized  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  Dan C. S t r i n g e r ,  who h a s  been execu t ive  
d i r e c t o r - t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  convent ion  s i n c e  1979 and w i l l  r e t i r e  i n  e a r l y  1989. S t r i n g e r  r ece ivec  
a lap-top computer,  a 1989 four-wheel-drive v e h i c l e  o f  h i s  cho ice ,  two books of  l e t t e r s  and a  
r e s o l u t i o n  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  i n s c r i b e d  on a plaque.  

A 1  Shack le fo rd ,  v i ce -p re s iden t  f o r  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Execut ive  
Committee, p r e sen ted  S t r i n g e r  wi th  a r e s o l u t i o n  s igned  by Harold C. Benne t t ,  p r e s i d e n t  and 
t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  Execut ive  Committee and S t r i n g e r ' s  p redecessor  i n  F l o r i d a .  

Messengers chose  B i l l  B i l l i n g s l e y ,  p a s t o r  o f  Sher idan  H i l l s  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Hollywood, a s  
convention p r e s i d e n t .  B i l l i n g s l e y  cons idered  h imsel f  t h e  "peace c a n d i d a t e l n  he s a i d ,  s i n c e  he  
was n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l / t h e o l o g i c a l  con t rove r sy .  

Other  o f f i c e r s  a r e  A 1  Townsend, a layman from N i c e v i l l e ,  f irst  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ;  Carolyn 
Anderson, a laywoman from Lakeland,  second v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ;  and Joseph Folmar, a chap la in  from 
J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  r e c o r d i n g  s e c r e t a r y ,  

I n  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  messengers: 

-- Approved a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  change t h a t  w i l l  p revent  any employee o r  s t a f f  member o f  an  
a s s o c i a t i o n  from s e r v i n g  as an  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  convention meeting. The c o n s t i t u t i o n  a l r e a d y  
p r o h i b i t s  employees o r  s t a f f  members o f  t h e  convent ion ,  i t s  agenc ie s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  o r  o t h e r  
agenc i e s  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  r e c e i v e  Coopera t ive  Program funds from s e r v i n g  as o f f i c e r s .  

.-. . * - , -- Refer red  back t o  t h e  s t a t e  board o f  miss ions  a  proposed bylaw r e v i s i o n  t h a t  would have 
added a s s o c i a t i o n a l  employees t o  a s i m i l a r  l ist  o f  people  i n e l i g i b l e  t o  s e r v e  on t h e  e l e c t e d  
boards,  agenc i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  convention.  

-- Approved a p o l i c y  t o  remove e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  r ea sons  of  misconduct r u n e t h i c a l  
behavior .  P I  

-- OK'd a change i n  ownership o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  Ret irement  Cen te r  from t h e  s t a t e  
convention t o  t h e  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  Ch i ld ren ' s  Homes. 

-- Changed t h e  c o r p o r a t e  name o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  Ch i ld ren ' s  Homes t o  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  
Family M i n i s t r i e s .  

-- Renamed B a p t i s t  B i b l e  I n s t i t u t e  i n  G r a c e v i l l e  t o  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Col lege .  

-- Passed a r e s o l u t i o n  a g a i n s t  pornography, w i th  p a r t i c u l a r  emphasis on s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  
movies i n  h o t e l  and motel  rooms. 

-- E s t a b l i s h e d  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  Bold Mission Thrus t  p r i o r i t i e s  and g o a l s  f o r  1990-95. 

The nex t  convent ion  meeting w i l l  be  Nov. 13-15 i n  Orlando. 
--3Q-- 

Tennesseans p a s s  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
p i ck  Me tca l f ,  honor Madden By Wm, F l e t c h e r  Al len  11 /22/88 

JACKSON, Tenn. (BPI--Messengers t o  t h e  1 l Q t h  annual  meeting o f  t h e  Tennessee B a p t i s t  
Convention approved r e s o l u t i o n s  on pari-mutuel  b e t t i n g ,  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r  and suppor t  
f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Public A f f i a r s ;  e l e c t e d  Calvin Metca l f  p r e s i d e n t ;  and honored 
Tom J Madden, r e t i r i n g  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r .  

The convent ion ,  meet ing  i n  Jackson  NOV. 15-17, a l so  approved a mis s ion  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i th  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s  and voted  t o  begin  a B a p t i s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  c a r e  m i n i s t r y  t o  developmental ly d i s a b l e d  
a d u l t s .  

R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  the  three-day meeting was 1,757. 
--more-- 
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Messengers a l s o  approved a 1988-89 budget  o f  $25,281,000. Af t e r  s u b t r a c t i n g  a $1,088,240 
"p re fe r r ed  itemf1 t o  h e l p  fund t h e  new expanded annu i ty  p l an  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  m i n i s t e r s ,  Tennessee 
B a p t i s t s  w i l l  g i v e  37.5 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  budget ,  o r  $9,072,285,  o f  t h e i r  budget t o  suppor t  t h e  
worldwide causes  o f  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention. That  percentage  is  a 0.25 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  
over  t h e  p rev ious  budget .  

D i l l a r d  Mynatt,  r e t i r e d  p a s t o r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Oak Ridge, moved t o  a l t e r  t h e  
budget s o  t h a t  $500 p e r  month would be s e n t  from t h e  Tennessee B a p t i s t  Convention t o  t h e  B a p t i s t  
J o i n t  Committee on P u b l i c  A f f a i r s .  The motion was d e f e a t e d ,  b u t  messengers  l a t e r  passed a 
r e s o l u t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  BJCPA. 

Metca l f ,  p a s t o r  o f  C e n t r a l  B a p t i s t  Church of Founta in  C i t y  i n  Knoxvi l le ,  was nominated by 
ano the r  Knoxvi l le  p a s t o r ,  James McCluskey o f  Wallace Memorial B a p t i s t  Church, a former TBC 
pres iden t .  Metca l f  h a s  been p a s t o r  a t  C e n t r a l  f o r  13 yea r s .  

Metcalf  d e f e a t e d  C.harles S u l l i v a n ,  586-524. P a s t o r  of  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Lenoi r  C i t y ,  
s i n c e  1982, S u l l i v a n  was nominated by Adrian Rogers, p a s t o r  o f  Bel levue  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Memphis 
and three- t ime p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention. S u l l i v a n  is  chairman o f  t h e  SBC 
Executive Committee. 

Other  o f f i c e r s  a r e  Fred I s a a c s ,  a  layman from Cosby, f i r s t  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ;  Bennie C r e e l ,  
d i r e c t o r  o f  mi s s ions ,  Sweetwater  Assoc i a t i on ,  second v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ;  Wallace Anderson o f  
Brentwood, r e c o r d i n g  s e c r e t a r y ;  and P a t  P o r t e r  o f  Brentwood, r e g i s t r a t i o n  s e c r e t a r y .  

Madden, who w i l l  r e a c h  t h e  mandatory r e t i r e m e n t  age  of 70 i n  A p r i l ,  and h i s  w i f e  were 
honored du r ing  an  evening  program and r e c e p t i o n .  He h a s  been execu t ive  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  f o r  
10 yea r s .  

The Tennessee B a p t ' s t  Execut ive  Board e l e c t e d  D.L. Lowrie t o  succeed him and changed t h e  B; t i t l e  t o  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r 9 r e a s u r e r .  Lowrie, a Tennessee n a t i v e  now s e r v i n g  a s  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  
Texas B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Mis s ions  Commission, w i l l  j o i n  t h e  execu t ive  board s t a f f  Jan.  1 ,  and w i l l  
succeed Madden May 1. Lowrie spoke t o  TBC messengers Nov. 17. 

The v o t e  t o  beg in  r e s i d e n t i a l  c a r e  m i n i s t r y  f o r  menta l ly  d i s a b l e d  a d u l t s  came a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
a y e a r ' s  s t udy  by a committee appoin ted  a t  t h e  1987 annual  meeting. Funding f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  
each home w i l l  come from a combinat ion of fami ly  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  r e s i d e n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  endowment 
and t h e  Coopera t ive  Program u n i f i e d  budget.  

Approved r e s o l u t i o n s  commended b i v o c a t i o n a l  p a s t o r s  and d i s a s s o c i a t e d  t h e  Tennessee B a p t i s t  
Convention from r a c i a l  remarks made by a member o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission 
a t  a September meeting i n  Nashv i l l e .  

The r e s o l u t i o n  on p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  some messengers b e l i e v e d ,  spoke t o  a  
r e s o l u t i o n  passed a t  t h e  SBC annua l  meeting i n  June ,  which they  thought  weakened t h e  B a p t i s t  
d o c t r i n e .  The TBC s t a t e m e n t  emphasized " the  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r  is one o f  t h e  most 
fundamental of  B a p t i s t  d i s t i n c t i v e s , *  and i t  "is deeply  rooted  i n  B a p t i s t  h i s t o r y  from John Smyth 
and e a r l y  17 th  c e n t u r y  Eng l i sh  B a p t i s t s  t o  E.Y. Mul l ins  and George T r u e t t . "  The r e s o l u t i o n  noted 
Tennessee B a p t i s t s  "v igo rous ly  underg i rd  t h e  b i b l i c a l  t e ach ing  o f  t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r  
i n  B a p t i s t  l i f e . "  

Tennesseans d i s a s s o c i a t e d  themselves  from such language a s  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission member 
C u r t i s  W. Caine S r . ? s  remarks t h a t  Mar t in  Luther  King Jr. was l1 a fraud, l l  "peace means any th ing  
t h a t  promotes communism,11 r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a p a r t h e i d  as be ing  b e n e f i c i a l  and t h e  " f i r s t  communist 
c e l l  i n  t h e  U.S. was i n  t h e  U.S. Department o f  A r g i c ~ l t u r e . ~  The i r  r e s o l u t i o n  " r e a f f i r m s  TBC 
commitmentw t o  b i b l i c a l  t e a c h i n g s  t h a t  God llis no r e s p e c t e r  of   person^.^ 

Another r e s o l u t i o n  spoke a g a i n s t  pari-mutuel  b e t t i n g  a t  ho r se  r a c e t r a c k s  and t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
of l e g a l i z i n g  l o t t e r i e s  and o t h e r  gambling games, The s t a t emen t  urged l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
r e l a t e d  r e f e r enda .  The resolution i n  suppor t  of t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee opposed "any and a l l  
e f f o r t s  t o  weaken the  work and w i t n e s s  of t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee through t h e  withdraw1 o f  
fundsw and recognized  t h e  " s t r o n g  vo ice  f o r  f r e e  e x e r c i s e  of  r e l i g i o n . "  

--more-- 
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pastor of Third Creek Baptist Church in Knoxville, made a motion during 
, '  miscellaneous business that would allow the convention president to nominate people for . . ' 

membership on the Tennessee Baptist Committee on Committees. The motion was referred. 

.; " In other action, messengers approved a Constitution and Bylaws Committee recommendation that 
members rotating off the executive board, Committee on Boards and Committee on Committees would 

, not be eligible again for four years. 

Other recommendations adopted included a program statement for the conventionls newly 
established family ministry department and a change in the status of the Tennessee Baptist 

: Foundation from agency to institution. 

The 1989 convention will meet at the Knoxville Civic Center Nov. 14-16. 
--3o-- 

. . 
. .. 

;-> Alabama, black Baptists . , Baptist Press 
." hold historic session 11 /22/88 

- .. BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BPI--~labama Baptists elected a new president, celebrated the state 
. . Woman's Missionary Union's 100th anniversary and held a historic joint session with four 

' 

predominantly black Baptist conventions at their 166th annual meeting in Birmingham Nov. 15-1 6. 

In a gesture of support for downtown churches, the convention met at Central Park Baptist 
Church and elected Charles Carter, pastor of Shades Mountain Baptist Church in Birmingham, 

- . '  president by acclamation. 

. d l  - Carter, who was expected to be nominated but who did not decide to accept the nomination 
until the weekend before the convention, became one of the few first-time presidents in Alabama _ Baptist history to be elected by acclamation. 

After his election, Carter said he is a "centristn and "bridge-builder" whose appointees 
would be "balanced and representative of the best of Alabama Baptist life." 

Other officers are Hugh Chambliss, recently retired director of missions in Madison Baptist 
Association, first vice president; Ralph Jones, pastor of Concord Baptist Church in Chilton 
County, second vice president; and Janice Brassell, a layperson from Montgomery, secretary. 

Earlier in the session, state WMU representatives, led by Executive Director Beverly Sutton, 
responded to the question, "Why WMU?" with a procession of black flags, symbolizing the 67 
nations either closed or overtly hostile to the presence of Christian missionaries. 

Sutton called for lla concert of prayer for these silent nations," and challenged messengers 
"to lead your church to effectiveness in praying and giving for missions.11 

Lamenting Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board budget cuts of 12 percent, Virgil Cooper, 
missionary to Korea and now on furlough in Montgomery, encouraged messengers "not to retreat, but 
to advance" in supporting missions causes. 

The highlight of the convention was the historic joint session between black Baptist 
denominations and the predominantly white Alabama Baptist Convention, affiliated with the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

The session drew more than 1,500 worshippers to the state fair arena, where they listened to 
pledges of cooperation from denominational representatives and heard sermons by Carter and by 
Julius Scruggs of Huntsville. 

Scruggs, pastor of First Missionary Baptist Church, said the service "shows that we are 
trying to foster brotherhood and sisterh0od.n 

A. Earl Potts, executive secretary-treasurer of the Alabama Baptist Convention, said, "We 
have established a climate of openness, of trust and of readiness to come togetheren 

--more-- 
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E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day ,  Birmingham Mayor Richard Ar r ing ton  p r a i s e d  r a c i a l  p r o g r e s s  i n  " t h i s  
changing and growing c i t y , "  reminding convent ioneers ,  "There is  no f a c e t  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  
Birmingham t h a t  i s  n o t  touched by t h i s  c ~ n v e n t i o n . ' ~  

I n  bus ineag . rna t t e r s ,  2,187 messengers from 824 churches  approved i t ems  o f  b u s i n e s s  and 
r e s o l u t i o n s  wi th  l i t t l e  deba t e .  

. '. \~ . , 
Two major  i t ems  -- a new s e t  o f  convent ion  bylaws and a $25 m i l l i o n  budget -- were passed i n  

s h o r t  o rde r .  

The amendment r ep l aced  language i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  document a t  l a s t  y e a r ' s  meet ing,  which 
gave t h e  convent ion  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  remove " a t  w i l l n  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  i ts  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 
agencies .  

The new amendment r e a d s ,  "The convent ion  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  remove from o f f i c e  a  d i r e c t o r  o r  
t r u s t e e  f o r  cause  and a f t e r  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  be  heard  by t h e  convention."  

Although t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  bylaws w i l l  go i n t o  e f f e c t  because o f  convent ion  app rova l ,  t h e  
amendment must be apporved a  second t ime by nex t  y e a r ' s  convention.  

The budget  r e p r e s e n t s  a 4  pe rcen t  i n c r e a s e  ove r  1988 ' s  budget and ma in t a in s  t h e  same 
d i v i s i o n  between Alabama B a p t i s t  and Southern  B a p t i s t  c auses ,  57 pe rcen t  t o  43 pe rcen t .  However, 
messengers approved a p r i o r i t y  i t em of about  $670,000 t o  fund t h e  new expanded a n n u i t y  p l an  f o r  
m i n i s t e r s 1  r e t i r e m e n t .  A f t e r  t h a t  amount i s  s u b t r a c t e d  from t h e  budget  t o t a l ,  t h e  43 pe rcen t  
t h a t  w i l l  go  t o  SBC c a u s e s  w i l l  be about  $10,461,900. 

P o t t s  s a i d  he had hoped t o  add a 0.5 pe rcen t  i n c r e a s e  t o  SBC causes  b u t  c i t e d  two f a c t o r s  
* i n  ho ld ing  t o  t h e  same percegtage :  t h e  a c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  membership i n  t h e  expanded church annu i ty  

p l an  and a  smaller-than-expected.inerease i n  Coopera t ive  Program u n i f i e d  budget g i v i n g .  

I n  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  messengers  ques t ioned  S u t t o n  and s t a t e  board o f  miss ions  members about  
t h e  l e a s e  of  convent ion  p rope r ty  a t  Shocco Spr ings  Assembly t o  t h e  WMU f o r  a r e s o r t  camp. But 
messengers voted t o  endorse  a f e a s i b i l i t y  s tudy  of  t h e  p r o j e c t .  

The on ly  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  prompt d e b a t e  r e f e r r e d  indirectly t o  an appearance by Sarah  
Weddington, c h i e f  counse l  i n  t h e  1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme Court  d e c i s i o n  on a b o r t i o n ,  a t  Samford 
Un ive r s i t y  ' s  Cumberland school '  o f  Law.  

Af te r  meeting w i t h  Samford P r e s i d e n t  Thomas C o r t s ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  committee changed t h e  
language o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e s o l u t i o n ,  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  Alabama B a p t i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  "be s e n s i t i v e v  
t o  convent ion  p o s i t i o n s  on a b o r t i o n  and o t h e r  i s s u e s .  

An amendment t o  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  adding  t h a t  a leading opponent of  a b o r t i o n  a l s o  had spoken 
a t  t h e  law schoo l ,  passed  by a 14-vote margin. 

Samford9s D i v i n i t y  School ,  opened t h i s  f a l l  w i th  a n  enro l lment  of 32 g radua te  s t u d e n t s ,  
r ece ived  p r a i s e  from t h e  messengers ,  who passed a r e s o l u t i o n  exp res s ing  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  
school  and Dean Timothy George. & 

Other r e s o l u t i o n s  a f f i rmed  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  the b e l i e v e r ,  
a f f i rmed B a p t i s t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a s t a t e  l o t t e r y  and r e j e c t e d  " a l l  forms o f  r a c i a l  p r e jud ice . "  

Next y e a r ' s  convent ion  w i l l  meet a t  H u n t s v i l l e t s  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church Nov. 14-15. 
--3Q-- 
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. . Vines clarifies statements 
about joining non-SBC church By Scott Collins 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BPI--southern Baptist Convention President Jerry Vines clarified 
statements he made in October about joining the independent-Thomas Road Baptist Church of Jerry 
Falwell. 

During a press conference following a chapel address at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, Nov. 18, Vines was asked about a recent comment he made at Thomas 
Road Church in Lynchburg, Va. Vines reportedly said that if he lived within 100 miles of the 
church he would join it. 

When asked why he would not Join a Southern Baptist church, Vines said: "I might. I was 
just so happy with the service that we were having, and I was grateful for their winning people 
to Christ. I would try to find the best church I could find, and my understanding is we have 
some very fine Southern Baptist (churches)." 

Vines is happy with his son's experience at Liberty Baptist University, which is affiliated 
with Thomas Road Church, he said. 

His reference was not about whether the church was an independent church or a Southern 
Baptist church, he said: "My gratitude was that it is a gospel-preaching church. Theylre 
winning people to Christ, which is the kind of church I want to be a part of." 

Vines, pastor of First Baptist Church of Jacksonville, Fla., also affirmed a controversial 
resolution passed at the Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting in June regarding the 
priesthood of the believer. 

He said he supports the resolution for t Fee reasons: First, the resolution affirms the 
"cherished doctrine of the priesthood of the' % elieverfl Southern Baptists have supported for 
years. Second, the resolution affirms the role of the pastor. Third, the resolution "points out 
that the doctrine of the priesthood of the believer cannot be understood as an excuse for an 
'anything goes1 theology." 

The resolution drew criticism from SBC moderates when it was passed in June, and several 
state conventions this fall have countered the SBC statement. 

In response to a report adopted by the Baptist General Association of Virginia on the 
convention controversy, Vines said: "I've got to take a good look at it and to see those orders 
that are specifically addressed to me. My initial reaction is that there are a number of 
questions that I would probably like to ask about the report.'? 

Among those questions is whether the committee that drew up the report *is a committee 
representative of the theological diversity which evidently exists in Virginia." 

The report was passed by messengers to the BGAV annual meeting Nov. 15-16. As it addresses 
the SBC, it asks that the SBC "maintain its historic relationship with the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs and continue to fund its ministriesw; that the SBC allow nnegative 
designationv of church gifts away from convention agencies; that w e  SBC foster serious, open and 
responsible theological education; and that ??a new style of relating be developed on the 
partnership prin~iple.~ 

Virginia Baptists also recommended two people from their state for appointment to the 
Southern Baptist Committee on Committees. Vines said he already has sent to Southern Baptists 
through Baptist Press, the denomination's news service, an "open letter inviting them to send me 
any recommendations they have for any committee which is my responsibility to appoint. I would 
welcome any recommendations from anyone; from Virginia or anywhere else.n 

Asked if he would appoint Richard Jackson -- pastor of North Phoenix (~riz.1 Baptist Church 
who lost the SBC presidency to Vines in June -- to a committee, Vines said he made two 
commitments for his appointment process. 

--more-- 
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"Number one, I w i l l  a p p o i n t  t h e  b e s t  Southern  B a p t i s t s  t h a t  I can  f i n d .  Number two, I have 
, s a i d  t h a t  I would no t  knowingly a p p o i n t  anyone t o  any committee who h a s  any q u e s t i o n s  about  the 

. . 
accuracy o r  a u t h o r i t y  of  t h e  B ib l e , "  he s a i d .  "Within t h a t  parameter ,  I am open t o  t h e  Lord t o  
appo in t  anyone t h a t  h e  wants  me t o  appoin t . "  

Heal ing is  coming i n  t h e  SBC, Vines p r e d i c t e d ,  c i t i n g  pe r sona l  c o n t a c t s  he h a s  made wi th  
people who n rou ld  not be  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p o s i t i o n  I would be i n  t h e  whole ( o f )  Southern  
Bap t i s t i v  l i f e  have p l ea sed  him. 

He s a i d  he does n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  SBC is  d i s i n t e g r a t i n g ,  d e s p i t e  drops  i n  g i v i n g  t o  t h e  
convent ion ' s  Coopera t ive  Program u n i f i e d  budget and o t h e r  s t a t i s t i c a l  dec reases .  He urged 
a t t endance  a t  upcoming s t a t e  evangel ism conferences  " t o  s e e  Southern  B a p t i s t s  a t  t h e i r  best." 

The g r e a t e s t  s t r e n g t h  o f  Southern  B a p t i s t s  is  t h a t  people on bo th  s i d e s  of  t h e  cont roversy  
recognize  t h a t  t h e  denominaton'p t o p  p r i o r i t y  should be winning people t o  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t ,  he 
s a i d .  One o f  t h e  encouraging s i g n s  h e  h a s  noted s i n c e  becoming SBC p r e s i d e n t  is  s e e i n g  Southern  
B a p t i s t s  e x p r e s s  a " d e s i r e  t o  g e t  on wi th  s h a r i n g  t h e  gospe l , "  he added. 

The g r e a t e s t  weakness i n  t h e  SBC is t h e  d i v i s i o n  caused by t h e  con t rove r sy ,  he s a i d .  

On o t h e r  i s s u e s ,  Vines s a i d :  

-- He hopes t h e  George Bush a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w i l l  "g ive  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  s e v e r a l  
concerns  we have had i n  t h e  Reagan Admin i s t r a t i on , "  such  a s  vo lun ta ry  p r a y e r  i n  schooLs and 
a b o r t i o n .  Vines hopes Bush appointments  t o  t h e  U.S. Supreme Court  w i l l  b r i n g  those  changes. 

-- He would n o t  b e  a v e r s e  t o  "some k ind  of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  Washington i n  regard  t o  
Southern  B a p t i s t s  beyond what w have." Southern  B a p t i s t s  should work through t h e  t r u s t e e  p roces s  
and t r u s t  t h o s e  d e c i s i o n s  r ega  i n g  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  and t h e  P u b l i c  

4 A f f a i r s  Committee, he  noted .  
J 

-- He i s  "pe r sona l ly  very  p l ea sed  wi th  what I saw h e r e  a t  Southwesternv whi le  s e r v i n g  on t h e  
Southern  B a p t i s t  Peace Committee's subcommittee i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  s i x  s emina r i e s .  " A l l  
i n d i c a t i o n s  t o  me a r e  t h a t  Southwestern is a s t r o n g  e v a n g e l i c a l  seminary on t a r g e t  by what:" 
Southern  B a p t i s t s  a r e  a l l  abou t  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  people  f e e l  ve ry  good about  Southwestern,"  he 
added. 

-- Sou theas t e rn  B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Seminary i n  Wake F o r e s t ,  N.C., i s  "more and more a  focus  
o f - c o n c e r n  i n  o u r  denomination." Vines expressed  d isappoin tment  w i th  t h e  nega t ive  r e a c t i o n  o f  
s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y  d u r i n g  t h e  i naugura t ion  o f  Lewis Drummond as t h e  new p r e s i d e n t  a t  
Southeas te rn .  

A t  one p o i n t ,  Vines and h i s  h o s t ,  Southwestern P r e s i d e n t  Russe l l  Di lday ,  a lmost  turned t h e  
p r e s s  conference  i n t o  a d e b a t e  ove r  what t h e  i s s u e s  have been i n  t h e  SBC d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  10 y e a r s  
of con t rove r sy  -- Vines contending  it  has  grown o u t  o r  t h e o l o g i c a l  concerns  and Dilday say ing  i t  
has been more about  whether  B a p t i s t s  would con t inue  t o  fo l l ow a convent ion  concept  o f  doing 
t h i n g s  o r  move toward more independent  B a p t i s t  ways. 

During h i s  chape l  a d d r e s s ,  Vines t o l d  ~ o u t h w e s i e r n  s t u d e n t s  t h e  good news o f  C h r i s t ' s  
r e s u r r e c t i o n  is  (he message Southern  B a p t i s t s  must take t o  t h e  "highways and hedges." 

He reminded h i s  audience  of t h e  " e s s e n t i a l s  of  t h e  gospe l , "  t h a t  C h r i s t  d ied  f o r  humanity 's  
s i n s ,  t h a t  J e s u s  was b u r i e d  and "put  away o u r  s i n s n  and t h a t  C h r i s t  a r o s e  from t h e  dead and 
de fea t ed  dea th .  

--3O-- 
Also c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  this s t o r y  was Toby Druin,  a s s o c i a t e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  S tandard ,  Texas 
B a p t i s t s '  weekly news jou rna l .  
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Northwest Bapt s s e t  
move; observe anniversary  

HAYDEN ISLAND, Ore. (BP)--~or thwest  B a p t i s t s  observed t h e i r  40th anniversary  Nov. 15-17 by 
launching an ambitious mission plan and planning a move of  s t a t e  o f f i c e s  from downtown Por t land,  

, Ore. 

Meeting i n  Hayden I s l a n d ,  Ore., messengers t o  the  annual meeting o f  the  Northwest B a p t i s t  
Convention adopted a plan which w i l l  a t tempt t o  begin a new work "within 30 miles o r  30 minutesl1 
of every congregation a f f i l i a t e d  with the  convention during t h e  next four  years .  

By a 57-43 percent vo te ,  messengers approved a plan t o  move o f f i c e s  of the  convention from 
downtown Portland t o  a suburban a rea  on the  Washington s i d e  of t h e  c i t y .  

The cur ren t  s i t e  o f  t h e  convention o f f i c e s  is expected t o  be hemmed i n  by new development 
brought about by the  Oregon Convention Center,  t h e  Coliseum and Lloyd Center,  making i t  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  expand t h e  f a c i l i t y .  

The cur ren t  s i t e  a l s o  houses t h e  Northwest Center o f  Golden Gate B a p t i s t  Theological 
Seminary, which b r ings  about 60 s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  convention bui ld ing twice a week. 

Although some messengers expressed a need f o r  more information,  t h e  convention authorized 
the  execut ive  board t o  proceed with obta ining a s i t e  w i t h  borrowed money. Cost of the  proposed 
loca t ion  is  expected t o  be about $100,000. 

Pa r t  of t h e  plan presented by Executive Board Chairman B i l l  P h i l l i p s ,  pas to r  o f  Kenniwick 
(wash.) B a p t i s t  Church, i s  t h e  loan w i l l  be repaid w i t h  funds from the  sta te  mission o f fe r ing .  

I n  a miscellaneous business  s e s s i o n ,  messengers approved a motion by Don P o r t e r ,  pas to r  of  
Scenic View B a p t i s t  Church i n  Yakima, Wash., t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  $30,000 of the  mission o f f e r i n g  w i l l  
go t o  new work and t h e  remainder t o  t h e  re loca t ion .  The mission o f f e r i n g  genera tes  about 

, ' . $100',000 each year .  

Messengers a l s o  took two a c t i o n s  t o  ease  f i n a n c i a l  p ressures  on t h e  convention, which is  
expected t o  end t h i s  yea r  about $20,000 i n  the red. 

Convention observers  s a i d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  has eased somewhat t h i s  f a l l ,  but  e a r l i e r  
. i n  t h e  year p r o j e c t i o n s  had c a l l e d  f o r  a s h o r t f a l l  of  about $90,000. 

The f irst  a c t i o n  reduces t h e  1989 budget by $295,520 below t h e  1988 budget. Messengers 
approved a b a s i c  opera t ing  budget of  $2,875,311 down from $3,170,831. 

O f  t he  budget, t h e  360 congregations a f f i l i a t e d  with t h e  convention a r e  expected t o  
c o n t r i b u t e  $1,395,746, down from $1,650,173 projected i n  t h e  1988 budget. 

O f f i c i a l s  s a i d  g r e a t e r  than a n t i c i p a t e d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a new church annuity plan had c u t  
i n t o  revenues a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e s .  

Messengers a l s o  reduced by t h r e e  percent t h e  amount Northwest B a p t i s t s  share  t o  support  the  
worldwide m i n i s t r i e s  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. The 1989 budget c a l l s  f o r  30 percent o f  
undesignated c o n t r i b u t i o n s  -- $418,724 -- t o  be s e n t  t o  t h e  SBC, down from 33 percent i n  1988. 

Also approved was a proposal  whereby t h e  s a l a r i e s  of  s t a f f  members a r e  t o  be reduced by a 
t o t a l  of  5 percent.  S t a f f e r s  took a 2 percent c u t  i n  J u l y ,  and w i l l  t ake  another 3 percent 
decrease a t  t h e  s t a r t  of the new budget year  Jan. 1 ,  1989. 

Messengers a l s o  voted t o  end a three-year experiment of holding the  annual evangelism 
' ,  conference i n  September and t o  r e t u r n  t o  a mid-winter d a t e  i n  1990. 

Lawton G r i f f i t h ,  p a s t o r  of Eastmont B a p t i s t  Church i n  Wenatchee, Wash., was e lec ted  
pres ident .  Other o f f i c e r s  a r e  Danny Dickson, pas tor  of Terrace Heights B a p t i s t  Church i n  Yakima, 
Wash., f i r s t  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ,  and Claude Kinard, a layman from Sunr ise  B a p t i s t  Church, Puyallup, 
Wash., second v i c e  pres ident .  

The 1989 annual meeting w i l l  be Nov. 15-16 i n  the  Seattle-Tacoma, Wash., a rea .  
--3O-- 


