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Indonesia g r a n t s  v i s a s  
f o r  new miss ionar ies  By Marty Cro l l  

, . 
L .  , JAKARTA, Indonesia (BPI--Indonesia has granted longawai ted  v i s a s  for f i v e  newly assigned 

1 " '  . Southern Bap t i s t  missionary couples. . -  . .' '. 7.,! 
.;: : j:; . :'*, ,;.: . .. . '7 '.". . z .  

.;?.,, . .. ; . "This is t h e  most p o s i t i v e  th ing  we *ve had happen here f o r  a while, sa id  Clyde Meador, 
'... "! .. , '. -.. . .  - chairman f o r  t h e  organizat ion of South ern Bap t i s t  missionaries i n  Indonesia. "Wet r e  r e a l l y  

< .: .'. . . : , , . , , . . . .  exci ted  about it .  It's very encouraging f o r  those of  u s  who are looking a t  having t o  leave t h e  
5 .,J.. ,: ,<  

., .,::,:>!:-;- .,.. !.;<. country. w . .. . 
. . : 

. .. - t a*. -. A Three of  t h e  miss ionar ies  a r e  assigned as church s t a r t e r s  and tw a s  theological  educators. 
. . . . 

, 
I n  add i t ion ,  four  veteran miss ionar ies  involved in  developing churches have been granted one-year 
renewable extensions.  They a r e  Tom and Hazel Barron, of  Richton, Mfss., and Fred and Linda Beck, 

. o f  Galveston, Texas. 

. . Missionaries i n  Indonesia have been plagued f o r  years by rumors they would be forced t o  
. leave t h e  south Asian country of 175 mi l l ion  peaple. But last year  the  rumors became r e a l i t y  a s  +. . . : t h e  government n o t i f i e d  many of t h e  miss ionar ies  they would not be ab le  t o  renew t h e i r  v i sas .  

Left  unchanged, t h e  pol icy  could e l iminate  up t o  nearly two-thirds of Southern 
B a p t i s t s t  missionary fo rce  i n  Indonesia. There may be some 'exceptions, but apparently only 

' 
medical miss ionar ies  and o t h e r s  who have been working i n  t h e  country l e s s  than 10 years  w i l l  be 
allowed t o  s t ay .  

One missionary, Clarence '&iff i n ,  is seeking Indonesian c i t i zensh ip  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  continue 
h i s  work i n  t h e  country. Other miss ionar ies  a l s o  may choose t o  a p p l y  for c i t izenship .  

But those who expect t o  leave say they a r e  n i t  only s t ruggl ing with the  personal  l o s s  they 
f e e l ,  but a l s o  with t he  quest ion of whether t he  work they have begun w i l l  continue. Those who 
expect t o  s t a y  a r e  questioning how one-third o f  t h e  force w i l l  c a r ry  the  whole load. 

News of t h e  newly granted v i s a s  have boosted morale among missionaries, Meador sa id .  J i m  
Bethea, o f  Memphis, Tenn., and h i s  wife,  Stephanie, of" Waverly, Pa., received t h e i r  v i s a s  only 
days ago and already are a t  work i n  t h e  country. 

The Betheas were appointed i n  1981 t o  work i n  Lebanon, but t ransferred from s tudent  work 
the re  i n  1987 t o  take an assignment i n  Indonesia. They have j u s t  completed language study and 
expect t o  c e n t e r  a church-s t a r t i n g  minis t ry  i n  t h e  archipelago between Indonesia '3 l a r g e s t  i s l and  
and Singapore, a t  t h e  t i p  of  t h e  Asian mainland. 

Kent and Erika Parks, appointed i n  August 1987, and Michael and Pa t r i c i a  Hampton, appointed 
i n  May 1987, expect t o  a r r i v e  i n  Indonesia i n  September. The Parkses, o f  Richmond, Va., and 
Valdosta, Ga. , plan t o  work i n  theo log ica l  education, while t h e  Harnptons, both o f  Lakeland, Fla . ,  
expect t o  develop churches. 

I Arriving i n  December o r  e a r l y  next year  w i l l  be B i l l  and Carol Duke, of For t  Meade, Fla . ,  
and Albion, N.Y., who plan t o  work i n  theological  education. Following them i n  January or  

I 
February w i l l  be Kevin and Susan Randolph, o f  Colorado Springs, Colo. , and ~ u l f p o r t  , Miss., who 
plan t o  s t a r t  and develop churches. Both couples we= a ~ ~ o i n t ~ l ( R ( ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~  

~-30.,.- 
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B a p t i s t s  a r r e s t e d  
i n  Atlanta abor t ion  c l i n i c  rescues  By Nark Wingfield 

ATLANTA (BPI - -A~ l e a s t  a dozen Southelsn Bapt is t  laypeople and minis ters  have been a r r e s t e d  
i n  Atlanta s ince  July 19 i n  a t tempts  t o  tlrescuew babies scheduled for abortions. 

., . B a p t i s t s  a r e  increas ing t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Operation Rescue, an in terdemminational 
e f f o r t  t o  prevent  women from having abor t ions  and t o  draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  pro-l ife cause. 
Operation Rescue is l ed  by Randall Terry, an independent evangelical  layman fkom Binghamton, N.Y. 

Since t h e  Vrescuen a tternpts began, more than 700 people from v a r i m s  s t a t e s  had been 
a r r e s t e d  fo r  t r e spass ing  a t  th ree  Atlanta abortion c l i n i c s  targeted by Operation Rescue. More 
than 300 remained i n  j a i l  August 25. 

Most of those a r r e s t e d  have r e h s e d  t o  give t h e i r  r e a l  names bu t  have cal led  themselves Baby 
Jane Doe o r  Baby John Doe "to i d e n t i f y  with the  nameless unborn who a r e  slaughtered i n  t h e  
abor t ion  chambers without t h e  p ro tec t ion  of the law." 

S t r a t e g i e s  of  both t h e  rescuers  and pol ice  changed Aug. 24, when po l i ce  ar res ted  only two' of 
t h e  70 p r o t e s t e r s  blacking entrance t o  t h e  Feminist Women's Health Center. Police declined t o  
say why they did no t  a r r e s t  t h e  p r o t e s t e r s  as  before. 

However, Operation Rescue l e a d e r s  speculated po l i ce  t r i e d  t o  avoid drawing mare a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  rescuers  by a r r e s t i n g  t h e  group t h a t  included about 25 c lergy,  hal f  of whom were p a s t o r s  of  
l o c a l  churches. 

I n  add i t ion  t o  those  who have been w i l l i n g  t o  go t o  j a i l ,  hundreds of  o ther  men and women 
have a s s i s t e d  as d r i v e r s ,  s t r e e t  counselors  and picketers .  The "rescuesn have been s taged,a lmost  
da i ly  s i n c e  t h e  Democratic National  Convention met i n  Atlanta July 18-21. 

The group c a l l s  t h e  demonstrat ions nrescuesw because t h e  goal  is t o  discoumge pregnant 
women from en te r ing  t h e  c l i n i c s  and thereby save t h e  unborn babies  from abortion. S t a t i s t i c s  
i n d i c a t e  20 percent of women who do n o t  keep t h e i r  I n i t i a l  appointments f o r  abort ions w i l l  never 
reschedule,  according t o  Terry and o t h e r  authorities. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s  a l s o  offer  counseling cn abortion a l t e r n a t i v e s  for women who tu rn  'back from t h e  
c l i n i c s .  They d i s t r i b u t e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  information on l o c a l  c r i s i s  pregnancy cen te r s  and i n  some 
cases  o f f e r  t o  f ind f i n a n c i a l  support  f o r  women who cannot afford to carry a pregnancy t o  term. 

Previous nrescuesw have been held i n  New Pork City and Philadelphia,  but the  p r o t e s t e r s  have 
now concentrated t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on Atlanta.  "Our goal is t o  make Atlanta abortion-free, 
Terry sa id .  "If we win here  i n  At lanta ,  we win i n  America." 

Operation Rescue is promoting a "National Day of Rescuew f o r  simultanecus p r o t e s t s  i n  cities 
across  t h e  na t ion  Oct. 29. I 

Away from t h e  wrescuen scenes ,  few of t h e  Chr is t ians  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  would be considered 
a c t i v i s t s  o r  r a d i c a l s .  Most a r e  younger than 40, n h i t e ,  members of conservative evangelical  
churches, and have never seen t h e  i n s i d e  of a j a i l  before.  

Most B a p t i s t s  who have been a r r e s t e d  emphatically say they have never done anything 
l i k e  t h i s  before  and never  thought they would. A l l  say they were moved to  ac t ion by r e a l i z i n g  
they could do something t o  prevent  abor t ions .  

John Hoover, a deacon a t  Eas ts ide  Baptist Church i n  Mariet ta,  Ga., compares the  nrescues'l  t o  , 
t respass ing on p r i v a t e  proper ty  t o  save  a ch i ld  drowning i n  a swimming pool. Although 
t r espass ing  is genera l ly  a g a i n s t  t h e  law, it is l e g a l  when done i n  an attempt ta save a l i f e ,  he I 

said. 

Hoover took vacat ion time from his job and spent four  days i n  j a i l  a s  a r e s u l t  of h i s  I 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  
--mare-- 

k " 1 



8/25/88 Page 3 B a p t i s t  P re s s  

"1 had been aware f o r  15 y e a r s  t h a t  a b o r t i o n s  were going cn. I claimed t o  b e l i  ve each o f  
. t h e s e  a b o r t i o n s  r ep re sen ted  t h e  murder o f  a c h i l d  c r ea t ed  i n  t h e  image o f  God, " Hcover s a i d .  

?'But I c o n s i s t e n t l y  behaved more l i k e  abor t Jon  uas a s t r a i n  o f  t h e  Asian f l u  -- unpleasant  b u t  a 
f a c t  of l i f e  and dea th  i n  America." 

. * 

Hoover s a i d  h e  had o c c a s i o n a l l y  w r i t t e n  a l e t t e r  to t h e  e d i t o r  o r  c a l l e d  an  elected o f f i c i a l  
t o  p r o t e s t  abo r t i on .  "But t o  my knowledge, not a s i n g l e  abo r t i on  was s tayed  because o f  my meager 
a c t i o n s ,  h e  s a i d .  

H m v e r  compared h i s  a c t  o f  c i v i l  d i sobedience  t o  t h o s e  of Daniel ,  Shadrach, Hesach, 
Abednego, P e t e r ,  John, P a u l  and S i l a s  i n  t h e  Bible. "Far From being  l awles s  men, they were 
exemplary l a r - a b i d e r s  i n  a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s , "  he  sa id .  "But when t h e  law of  God con t r ad i c t ed  t h e  
law of government, they  knew which law had t o  yield."  

To d a t e ,  more l aypecp le  t han  p a s t o r s  have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Operat ion Rescue. "This i s  a 
t o t a l  g r a s s - r o o t s  m o v e ~ e n t , ~  s a i d  Cathy Hoffer ,  a local leader .  "The norm is f o r  a handful  of 
l aypecp le  from v a r i o u s  chu rches  t o  g e t  involved.  Then t he  p a s t o r s  come and g e t  involved." 

Only two B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r s  had  been a r r e s t e d  a s  o f  Aug. 24. They a r e  John Dean, c o l l e g e  
' m i n i s t e r  a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Watkinsvi l le ,  Ga., and Brian B u t l e r ,  youth m i n i s t e r  a t  

F o r t i f i e d  H i l l s  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Smyrna, Ga. 

J i m  Wood, p a s t o r  o f  Mount Vernon B a p t i s t  Church i n  At lan ta  and a member o f  t h e  Scuthern 
B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission, s a i d  he plans t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  soon. Wood a l r eady  h a s  supported 
t h e  e f f o r t  by promoting it i n  h i s  congrega t ion  and by a l l a u i n g  t h e  group t o  hold r a l l i e s  a t  h i s  
church. 

"I decided t h a t  words were cheap and too easy for a preacher ," .he s a i d .  " I f  we r e a l l y  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  be ing  k i l l e d  a t  a r a t e  o f  one  every 20 seconds i n  America, we 
c a n m t  be s a t i s f i e d  w i th  words alone." 

Most A t l an t a - a rea  B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  t h e  an t i - abo r t i on  cause have appeared wary 
of  Opera t ion  Rescue because ~f t h e  c i v i l  disobedience involved. 

Nelson P r i c e ,  p a s t o r  of M a r i e t t a  S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Roswell, Ga., said  he could n o t  
endorse  Opera t ion  Rescue because it  c a l l s  f o r  c i v i l  disobedience. "Welre a c t i v e  i n  t h e  a b o r t i o n  
b a t t l e ,  b u t  we u s e  d i f f e r e n t  t e chn iques , "  h e  s a id .  

P r i c e ' s  church o p e r a t e s  a cr is is  pregnancy c e n t e r  where women r ece ive  f r e e ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
pregnancy t e s t s  and counse l ing  on a l t e r n a t i v e s  to  abor t ion .  - 

Char l e s  S t an l ey ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  At lan ta  and a former p re s iden t  o f  t h e  
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, observed  o n e  o f  t h e  wrescuesR with t e l e v i s i o n  preacher  J e r r y  
Fa lwe l l ,  bu t  h a s  dec l ined  t o  endorse  t h e  e r f o r t .  Seve ra l  laypecple  from S tan l ey ' s  church have 
been involved ,  -however. 

A t  l e a s t  f o u r  l aypeap le  from C h r i s t  Community Church, a Southern B a p t i s t  congregat ion i n  
C la rks ton ,  Ga., have been a r r e s t e d .  The church ' s  e l d e r s  have endorsed t h e  e f f o r t ,  a l though 
p a s t o r  Barry S t ,  Clair was o u t  o f  t o m  and d i d  not comment. 

Members o f  B r i a r l a k e  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Decatur,  Ga., and Rehobeth B a p t i s t  Church f n  Tucker, 
Ga., a l s o  have p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  bu t  t h e i r  p a s t o r s  have rat. 

Ant i -abor t ion  l e a d e r s  c l a im  t h e  month-and-a-half of e f f o r t  h a s  decreased a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  
t h r e e  l a r g e s t  a b o r t i o n  c l i n i c s  i n  A t l an t a ,  bu t  o f f i c i a l s  a t  the c l i n i c s  coun te r  t h a t  t h e  
p u b l i c i t y  has been good f o r  them. 

During t h e  demonst ra t ions ,  which a r e  purposely set at t imes  t h e  c l i n i c s  have abo r t i ons  
scheduled ,  o n l y  a handful  of women break  through t h e  human ba r r i cades  t o  e n t e r  t h e  c l i n i c s .  
C l i n i c  workers  w a i t  o u t s i d e  t h e  p r o t e s t  area t o  e s c o r t  p a t i e n t s ,  who usua l ly  cover  t h e i r  f a c e s  t o  
p a s s  by news cameras. 

., --more-- 
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Tom P h i l l i p s ,  a member o f  Johnson Fe r ry  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Mar ie t ta ,  Ga., d i r e c t s  At lan ta  
Care Cen te r ,  t h e  c i t y ' s  l a r g e s t  c r i s i s  pregnancy cen te r .  P h i l l i p s  s a i d  more women have been 
c a l l i n g  t h e  c e n t e r  f o r  i n fo rma t ion  abou t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  abo r t i on  i n  r e c e n t  weeks, bu t  h e  cannot  
de te rmine  i f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  is d i r e c t l y .  r e l a t e d  t o  Operat ion Rescue. 

P h i l l i p s  s a i d '  t h e  t echn iques  o f  Opera t ion  Rescue d i f f e r  from h i s  own convic t ions ,  but  h e  
does n o t  condemn them f o r  t a k i n g  a s t and .  "We want t o  avoid t h e  c o n f l i c t  because it does n o t  

. enhance t h e  m i n i s t r y  God h a s  g iven  u s  a t  t h e  c r i s i s  pregnancy cen te r , "  he sa id .  

He desc r ibed  Opera t ion  Rescue a s  "another  l i n k  i n  a long chainw t h a t  w i l l  l e a d  t o  d e f e a t i n g  
. l e g a l i z e d  a b o r t i o n  i n  America. 

--30-- 
( B P I  photo  mailed t o  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers by At lan ta  bureau of B a p t i s t  P re s s  

Texans b u i l d ,  m i n i s t e r  
' with  European p a r t n e r s  By Ken Camp 

B a p t i s t  Press  
8/25/88 

DALLAS (BPI--While more t han  600 Texas B a p t i s t s  served in Aust ra l ian  Pa r tne r sh ip  Missions 
c rusades  t h i s  summer, o t h e r s  began l a y i n g  t h e  groundwork f o r  Texas B a p t i s t s t  newest p a r t n e r s h i p ,  
wi th  t h e  European B a p t i s t  Convention. 

A 37-member team from Richardson Heights  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Richardson, Texas, worked i n  
Belgium, West Germany and France ,  and an a d d i t i o n a l  14 persons worked on two teams i n  Malawi, 
West Afr ica .  The miss ion  t r i p s  were planned i n  coopera t ion  wi th  Dal las  B a p t i s t  Associat ion,  t h e  
B a p t i s t  Genera l  Convention o f  Texas and t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Board. 

Led by p a s t o r  P h i l  L ineberger ,  11 members of t h e  Richardson Heights team i n  Europe worked on 
a b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t  a t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Brus se l s ,  Belgium, producing l a b o r  and 
$25,000 i n  b u i l d i n g  s u p p l i e s .  

Richardson He igh t s  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  $6,000 i n  bu i ld ing  supp l i e s  to Bethe l  B a p t i s t  Church i n  
Frankflrr t ,  Went Germany, where a n o t h e r  team served.  

The Richardson He igh t s  v o l u n t e e r  m i s s i o n a r i e s  were respons ib le  for r a i s i n g  t h e i r  own t r a v e l  
expenses and used v a c a t i o n  time f o r  t h e  12-day mission p r o j e c t .  During t h e  bu i ld ing  e f f o r t ,  t h e  
Texans s t a y e d  i n  t h e  homes o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B a p t i s t  Church fami l ies .  

L ineberger  noted one  couple  from Richardson Heights  may soon be r e t u r n i n g  t o  Brusse ls  
f o r  a twu-year m i n i s t r y  oppor tuni ty .  

" I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B a p t i s t  Church sponsors  a missim a t  Antwerpen, o u t s i d e  of Brusse ls ,  t h a t  
a l r e a d y  h a s  grown t o  80 i n  a t tendance .  They need a p a s t o r  and asked i f  someone would be w i l l i n g  
t p  g i v e  two y e a r s  t o  h e l p  t h a t  c o n g r e g a t i ~ n , ~  he s a i d .  "Rcger Elkins ,  a senior m i n i s t e r i a l  
s t u d e n t  a t  D a l l a s  B a p t i s t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  and h i s  wi fe ,  Judy, a r e  now i n  conversa t ion  wi th  t h e  
church,  and they hope t o  s e r v e  t h e r e  when Roger graduates." 

A number o f  Texas B a p t i s t s  a l s o  had l eade r sh ip  r o l e s  a t  t h e  28th  annual  In t e r l aken  Summer 
Assembly, a t r a i n i n g  r e t r e a t  a t  I n t e r l a k e n ,  Swi tzer land ,  sponsored by t h e  European B a p t i s t  
C onven t i  on. 

Cha r l e s  Wade, p a s t o r  of  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Arl ington,  Texas, was assembly preacher ,  and 
William M. Pinson  Jr., execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  General Convention of Texas, was Bib le  
teacher .  Malcolm Gra inger ,  m i n i s t e r  o f  music a t  Castle Hills F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  San 
Antonio, Texas, was music d i r e c t o r ,  and o t h e r  Texans l e d  workshops and conferences. 

An Acteen A c t i v a t o r s  team from Smith B a p t i s t  Associat ion l ed  a Vacation B ib l e  School and 
provided c h i l d c a r e  d u r i n g  the ,  assembly. Team l e a d e r s  were Welda Taylor and Stacy McDaniel of 
P l ea san t  H i l l  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Tyl.er, Texas. 

"Most o f  t h e  g i r l s  had served b e f o r e  a s  Acteen Ac t iva to r s  working a t  t h e  B a p t i s t  Centers  i n  
Houston wi th  (Southern B a p t i s t  Home ~ i s s i o n a r y )  Mildred McWhorter," s a i d  Mrs. Taylor ,  WMU 

. d i r e c t o r  f o r  Smith Assoc ia t ion .  "One o r  two had surrendered to  fu l l - t ime Chr i s t i an  service. l t  
-more-- 
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While i n  Europe, Texas Bap t i s t  Men represen ta t ives  a l s o  v i s i t e d  severa l  churches where 
const ruct ion p r o j e c t s ,  prayer seminars and l ay  renewal weekends are scheduled within t h e  next s i x  
months. Bob Dixon, TBM executive d i r e c t o r ,  noted t h e  Texas/European Bap t i s t  Partnership w i l l  be 
t h e  Texas Royal Ambassador focus f o r  * the  upcoming year. 

--3o-- 

Braz i l  experience begins Bapt is t  Press  
course f o r  mission p l a n s  By Frank Wm. White 8/25/88 

GLORIETA, N.M. (BPI--A Southern B a p t i s t  co l l ege  s tudent  has  charted h i s  course fo r  a c a r e e r  
i n  fore ign missions based on experience as a semester missionary. 

Doug McLemore, a 20-year-old junior a t  Tarleton S t a t e  University i n  Stephenvil le,  Texas, was 
one o f  more than 200 Southern Bap t i s t  s tuden t s  pa r t i c ipa t ing  i n  t h e  Brazil-USA Global Student 
Mission Encounter i n  January 1988. 

However, when o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  l e f t  Braz i l  a t  t h e  end of t h e  tm-week pro jec t ,  McLemore 
remained t o  work a s  a semester  missionary i n  s tuden t  work. 

Early i n  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  ~ c ~ e r n o r e  was dea l ing  with t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  God was c a l l i n g  him t o  
foreign missions,  he t o l d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  Student Conference a t  Glor ie ta  Bap t i s t  Conference 
Center. Now, a f t e r  t h e  five-month experience,  he sa id  he  is convinced o f  t h a t  c a l l .  

McLemorels work i n  B r a z i l ' s  southernmost s t a t e  was supervised by Southern Bap t i s t  missionary 
Steve Moore. But Moore was 100 miles  away i n  Porto Alegre. 

"I learned how t o  r e l y  on God. There was no one e l s e  to r e l y  on," McLemore sa id .  "1 found 
t h a t  a l o t  of  t h e  ideas I had f o r  min i s t ry  d idn ' t  work. I had k~ find what would work f o r  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n .  l1 

McLemore and o t h e r s  from I g r e j a  Bap t i s t a  Premira s t a r t e d  a Friday night  Bible study and a 
two-day-a-week s t r e e t  evangelism pro jec t .  By the end of the project ,  t h r e e  s tudents  had accepted 
Chr is t .  

Ir! another  experience,  McLemore was r e l u c t a n t  t o  take a job of teaching conversational  
English a t  one o f  t h e  schools  i n  t h e  c i t y .  He did it  because Moore had prearranged t h e  job. 

"Three s t u d e n t s  accepted C h r i s t  through t h e  English c lasses ,  and I had a chance to t a l k  t o  
o t h e r s  about Chr i s t .  If t h e  English c l a s s  was t h e  only thing I had done the re  i t  would have been 
worth i t  ,I1 he  s a i d .  

McLemore could n o t  speak any Portuguese when he went t o  Brazi l ,  but  a f t e r  two months he  was 
ab le  t o  sha re  t h e  p lan o f  s a l v a t i o n  i n  Portuguese without t h e  he lp  af  a t r a c t .  "1 f e l t  then l i k e  
I was r e a l l y  a b l e  to  do minis t ry .  " 

By t h e  end o f  h i s  mission p r o j e c t ,  McLemore was a b l e  t o  preach once i n  Portuguese and lead 
some o f  the Bible  study s e s s i o n s  i n  Portuguese. "1 knew God wouldn't send me without g iving me 
t h e  t o o l s  t o  do t h e  work. He helped me pick up t h e  language," kLemore explained. 

After  co l l ege  graduat ion,  he p lans  t o  e n t e r  Southwestern Bapt is t  Theological Seminary i n  
Fort  Worth. 

!*In about s i x  y e a r s  I ' l l  be ready t o  go back t o  Brazi l .  Those a r e  my plans now. 1 wouldnlt 
f e e l  r i g h t  s t ay ing  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  knowing of t h e  need there ,"  he said. 

In  t h e  meantime, McLemore s a i d ,  he h a s  a l o t  of growing t o  do and plans  t o  use what he  has  
learned where he is. 

"The b igges t  impact of my experience was on my l i f e  r a t h e r  than on pecple i n  Braz i l , "  he 
sa id .  

--3O-- 
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(Ed i to r ' s  Note: Following is t h e  second o f  a  two-part s e r i e s  on New Age r e l i g i o n . )  I 
New Age a f f e c t s  B a p t i s t s ,  
i n t e r f a i t h  w i t n e s s  e x p e r t  s a y s  By Mark Wingfield 

ATLANTA (BP)--Ted 1s company r e q u i r e s  him t o  a t t e n d  a weekend seminar  where med i t a t i on ,  Zen 
' 

and yoga a r e  t a u g h t  a s  ways t o  i n c r e a s e  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  I 
S a l l y ' s  new doc to r  recommends t h e r a p e u t i c  massage a s  a  way t o  r e c e i v e  f u l l  h e a l i n g  power f o r  

, h e r  body. I 
As an  e x e r c i s e  i n  Johnny's h igh  school  c l a s s ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  p l a y s  mys t i ca l  o r i e n t a l  music and 

i n s t r u c t s  h e r  p u p i l s  t o  med i t a t e  s i l e n t l y  on peace. I 
Although t h e  members o f  t h i s  fami ly  a r e  f i c t i o n a l ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  they  f a c e  a r e  becoming 

' r e a l - l i f e  problems f o r  C h r l s t i a n s  a c r o s s  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  r epo r t ed  Maurice Smith, a s s i s t a n t  
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  i n t e r f a i t h  w i t n e s s  department  a t  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board. I 

The problem is n o t  a t t e n d i n g  seminars ,  going t o  d o c t o r s  o r  a t t e n d i n g  pub l i c  s choo l s ,  Smith 
s a i d .  Rather ,  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  show how New Age i d e a s  a r e  invading  American l i f e .  -1 I 

This i nvas ion  is a t h r e a t  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s ,  b u t  i t  is  n o t  an organized 
conspi racy  t o  overthrow C h r i s t i a n i t y  , Smith s a id .  I 

New Age is a  c a t c h - a l l  t e rm f o r  a network o f  r e l i g i o u s  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  systems t h a t  have 
gained p o p u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  p a s t  20 yea r s .  No d e f i n i t i v e  limits d e f i n e  what i s  o r  is n o t  New Age, 
b u t  i t  i n c l u d e s  concepts  such a s  med i t a t i on ,  r e i n c a r n a t i o n  and out-of-body exper iences  and draws 
h e a v i l y  on Eas t e rn  r e l i g i o n s .  Most New Agers seek  pe r sona l  f u l f i l l m e n t  and g l o b a l  u n i t y .  I 

That may sound fa r - fe tched  t o  most B a p t i s t s .  But  s imp le r  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e s e  i d e a s  a r e  now 
.. common i n  b u s i n e s s ,  educa t ion ,  h e a l t h  c a r e  and music, Smith s a i d .  I 

I1Everyone is  a f f e c t e d  by New Age. I f  you have magazines, newspapers and t h e  U.S. P o s t a l  
Se rv i ce ,  you a r e  a f f e c t e d , "  h e  s a i d .  I 

Smith s a i d  h e  b e l i e v e s  a a p t i s t s  a r e  n o t  a s  we l l  equipped t o  d e a l  w i t h  New Age as  wi th  
t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n s .  New Age f e a t u r e s  a r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  world view where a l l  is good and 
a l l  a r e  gods,  he  s a i d .  I 

The b e s t  response  t o  New Age is t o  a f f i r m  t h e  B i b l e  a s  s o l e  a u t h o r i t y ,  Smith s a i d .  ''If you 
have t h e  B i b l e  a s  s o l e  a u t h o r i t y ,  it means you won't d r ag  i n  a  r e v e l a t i o n  somebody had l a s t  
week,lv he  expla ined .  I 

B a p t i s t s  t o o  o f t e n  a l l ow t h e i r  d o c t r i n e  t o  b e  so f t ened  by popular  c u l t u r e ,  Smith caut ioned .  
"In s p i t e  o f  o u r  emphasis f o r  t h e  l a s t  10 y e a r s  on t h e  B i b l e  a s  s o l e  a u t h o r i t y ,  we seem t o  have 
an amazing number o f  people  who b e l i e v e  t hey  can  g e t  a u t h o r i t y  from e x t r a - b i b l i c a l  sou rces , "  h e  
s a i d .  

He c i t e d  r e i n c a r n a t i o n ,  a common New Age b e l i e f ,  a s  an example. The i d e a  o f  l i v i n g  m u l t i p l e  
l i v e s  d i r e c t l y  c o n t r a d i c t s  t h e  b i b l i c a l  t e ach ing  t h a t  each person  is c r e a t e d  uniquely by God, 
Smith s a id .  But because s o c i e t y  promotes i t ,  B a p t i s t s  are encouraged to  b e l i e v e  r e i n c a r n a t i o n  
might be  p o s s i b l e .  

"We need t o  l e a r n  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between what i s  C h r i s t i a n  and what i s  n o t , w  Smith s a i d .  He 
poin ted  o u t  t h a t  New Age o v e r l a p s  some a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  d i s t i n c t l y  C h r i s t i a n .  However, t h e  
movement a s  a  whole is n o t  C h r i s t i a n  because it a l l c w s  f o r  e x t r a - b i b l i c a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  he  s a i d .  I 

Smith f e a r s  t h a t  New Age's s t r o n g e s t  impact  on C h r i s t i a n i t y  might come through s u b t l e  
expe r i ences  l i k e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  family descr ibed  e a r l i e r .  New Age does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p u l l  people  
o u t  o f  t h e  church ,  because t h e r e  is no New Age church to  jo in .  Rather ,  New Age a f f e c t s  t h e  way 
pecple pe rce ive  t h e  message of t h e  church.  I 
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"We may l o s e  members only  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  we l o s e  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  i n f luence  t h e  way they  
th ink  and a c t , "  h e  s a i d .  llOur sermons and t e a c h i n g s  are be ing  processed through a New Age 
menta l i ty .  That  means t h e  words wee u s e  a r e  d i s t o r t e d . "  I 

Churches must come t o  g r i p s  w i th  New Age i f  t hey  want t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  wi tness  I n  modern 
s o c i e t y ,  Smith s a i d :  "New Age is n o t  go ing  t o  go away. It is going t o  be pervasive."  I 

C h r i s t i a n s  should approach New Age wi th  open minds and c l e a r  unders tandings  o f  b i b l i c a l  
t r u t h ,  he  added. This  w i l l  p r even t  r e a c t i o n a r y  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  h u r t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  wi tness .  I 

llWe need t o  know who we a r e  and what we b e l i e v e  and then  s h a r e  o u r  f a i t h  wi th  o t h e r s , l l  adde 
John Newport, v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  f o r  academic a f f a i r s  a t  Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i 
F o r t  Worth, Texas, and an  a u t h o r i t y  on New Age. llWe have t o  ou t love  and o u t l i v e  and o u t t h i n k  
t h e s e  people.  l1 I 

C h r i s t i a n s  should be encouraged by New Age's i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a f t e r l i f e  and med i t a t i on  
because i t  shows a l l  people  a r e  r e l i g i o u s ,  Newport s a i d :  '*We need to l e a r n  l e s s o n s  from these  
and try t o  meet t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  needs. This  should encourage u s  i n  evangelism." I 

Beyond evangel ism, unders tanding  New Age w i l l  t e a c h  C h r i s t i a n s  what p a r t s  o f  New Age t o  
r e j e c t  i n  everyday encounters ,  Srni t h  s a i d .  I I 

C h r i s t i a n s  should n o t  purchase New Age produc t s  o r  be  t aken  i n  by non-Chris t ian t each ings  
r e l a t e d  t o  New Age, he warned. However, C h r i s t i a n s  should n o t  shun harmless  t h i n g s  t h a t  New 
Agers happen t o  l i k e .  I - 

For example, New Age promotes h e a l t h  food and good n u t r i t i o n .  C h r i s t i a n s  a l s o  should be 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e a t i n g  r i g h t  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e i r  God-given bod ie s ,  Smith s a i d .  I 

New Age u s e s  words such a s  llpeacelll l lwholeness, l1 "un i ty ,  'l t lglobal l l  and Itnetworking. l1 

However, Smith s a i d  t h e s e  words have v a l i d  meanings o u t s i d e  t h e  New Age system and a r e  s t i l l  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  use.  

The key t o  d i s c e r n i n g  whether C h r i s t i a n s  should be involved i n  a  seminar ,  medical t rea tment  
o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o j e c t  i s  t o  de te rmine  what world view is  be ing  t a u g h t ,  he s a i d .  I 

Rather  t h a n  shunning c e r t a i n  words, C h r i s t i a n s  should beware o f  New Age concepts ,  he s a i d .  
Among t h e s e  a r e  llharmonizingw o r  l1balancingW e n e r g i e s ,  emphasizing exper ience  o v e r  b e l i e f ,  
changing t h e  way i n d i v i d u a l s  pe rce ive  r e a l i t y  and t each ing  t h a t  people a r e  d i v i n e  and can f i n d  
t h e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  problems w i t h i n  themselves.  I 

To he lp  C h r i s t i a n s ,  Smith h a s  w r i t t e n  a  four-page pamphlet on New Age in t h e  s e r i e s  of  
b e l i e f  b u l l e t i n s  publ i shed  by t h e  Home Mission Board. It i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  no c o s t  through t h e  
board ' s  t o l l - f r e e  customer s e r v i c e  phone l i n e  (800)  634-2462. -- 30-- 

(BPI  photo mailed t o  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers by At l an t a  bureau o f  B a p t i s t  Press  I 
Male missionary heard  c a l l  
t o  mi s s ions  a t  G A  camp By Susan Todd 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
8/25/88 I 

BIRMINGHAM, ALa. (BPI--When God c a l l e d  Don Dent t o  be a  miss ionary ,  he had t o  speak above 
t h e  v o i c e s  o f  more t h a n  235 grade-school-age g i r l s .  I 

Dent, a summer miss ionary  i n  1975 i n  Oklahoma, was a s s igned  t o  h e l p  i n  an a s s o c i a t i o n a l  
Girls i n  Action camp (GA is  t h e  miss ions  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  g i r l s  i n  g r a d e s  1-61, I 

He r e c a l l s  t e ach ing  t h e  morning B i b l e  s t u d y ,  l e a d i n g  music, d r i v i n g  t h e  bus ,  l i f e g u a r d i n g  
and d i r e c t i n g  r e c r e a t i o n .  Rut most of  a l l ,  he remembers an  encounter  wi th  Gd. I 

"There was a  miss ionary  speake r  a t  camp t h a t  week, " Dent s a i d .  don1 t even remember h i s  
name. But every  n i g h t  h e  spoke on  t h e  needs  o f  t h e  world and h e  focused on Asia. He t a lked  
about  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  needs and every  n i g h t  God p laced  a g r e a t  burden on my h e a r t .  I 
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Dent r e c a l l e d :  ''Maybe f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime I was o l d  enough t o  t h i n k  s e r i o u s l y  about  t h e  
needs. 1 k e p t  t h i n k i n g ,  'Lord, you've got  t o  do something abou t  t h a t . '  His response was, 'Well 
I ' m  t r y i n g .  What a r e  you going  t o  do abou t  it?'" 

Dent d id  something: he l lvolunteeredl l  f o r  miss ions .  I 
111 d i d n ' t  s u r r e n d e r  t o  mi s s ions l f1  h e  s a i d .  ' ,Surrender doesn ' t  seem t h e  r i g h t  word t o  me. 

vo lun tee red ,  and God s e n t  me.'' 'I 
~t t h e  t ime ,  Dent was e n r o l l e d  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  College s tudy ing  t o  be a  pas to r .  He thought  

h e  would probably be p a s t o r  o f  a small-town M i s s i s s i p p i  church ,  and had been con ten t  with t hose  
p lans .  I 

"It h i t  me,'' h e  s a i d .  "This i s  Godls world, and h e  d i d n ' t  d i v i d e  it i n t o  geographica l  
boundaries .  When h e  c a l l e d  me t o  m i n i s t e r ,  he  j u s t  c a l l e d  me t o  m i n i s t e r  i n  h i s  world." 

Min i s t e r ing  t o  t h e  needs o f  people  i n  t h e  world was n o t  a new concept  f o r  Dent. It had been 
a v i t a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  growing-up yea r s .  He c r e d i t s  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  Robert and P a t t i e  Dent, with 
l i v i n g  as mis s ions  examples be fo re  him and h i s  two b r o t h e r s .  H i s  mother s t i l l  s e r v e s  a s  t h a t  
mi s s ions  example a s  s h e  f u l f i l l s  t h e  r o l e  o f  n a t i o n a l  r eco rd ing  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t  
Woman's Missionary Union. 

?'Some o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n f l u e n c e  f had was j u s t  my mother 's  exc i tement  about   mission^,'^ he  
s a i d .  "1 can remember h e r  exc i tement  when s h e  came home from WMU week ( a t  summer conferences) .  
That exc i tement  a f f e c t e d  o u r  v a l u e s  a s  we grew up. 

l'Mostly T remember my mother r e t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r i e s  s h e  had heard.  We heard l o t s  of  
m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  b u t  my mother 's  s t o r i e s  a r e  t h e  ones  I remember." I 

Many o f  Dent 's  e a r l y  chi ldhood memories revolve  around miss ions  a c t i v i t i e s .  He remembers 
golng  t o  mi s s ions  p r a y e r  meet ings ,  a t t e n d i n g  mi s s ions  r e t r e a t s  and conferences  and also wai t ing  
f o r  h i s  mother t o  f i n i s h  a GA or Acteens meeting (Acteens  is  t h e  miss ions  o rgan iza t ion  f o r  teen-  
age g i r l s ) .  I 

''She was u s u a l l y  t h e  last  one through when we were i n  Sunbeams," h e  laughed. Sunbeams 
preceded Mission F r i ends  a s  t h e  miss ions  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  p re schoo le r s .  I 

Dent 's  f a t h e r  a l s o  played a r o l e  i n  h i s  mi s s ions  h e r i t a g e .  I 
"Dad was on  t h e  Brotherhood Commission and I went t o  Brotherhood b r e a k f a s t s  and R A s , l l  h e  

s a i d .  Royal Ambassadors i s  t h e  ruissions o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  boys. 

Dent s a y s  h i s  p a r e n t s  b u i l t  t h e  miss ions  foundat ion  wi thout  eve r  f o r c i n g  him i n t o  missions.  I 
'Yy p a r e n t s  never pushed t h e i r  v a l u e s  on u s  b u t  t hey  a f f e c t e d  us, ' '  he s a i d .  ''They never  

s a i d ,  'Maybe God w i l l  c a l l  you to be a missionary.  ' They l e f t  t h a t  up t o  t h e  Lord.ll 

The r e s u l t  o f  " l eav ing  i t  up t o  t h e  Lordt1 is  t h a t  Dent now is a missionary wi th  h i s  
w i f e ,  Anne, and two c h i l d r e n ,  Chesed and Rob, i n  Singapore.  

Dent 's  p a r e n t s  have continued t h e i r  involvement i n  miss ions ,  b u t  now i t  h a s  a new 
p e r s p e c t i v e .  !'Ply mother is my personal.  p r a y e r  ambassador, l1 Dent s a i d ,  "She1 s always ask ing  
people t o  p ray  f o r  us." 

--3O-- 
(BP) photo  mailed to s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers from WMU, SBC. 



Mini s t e r  p l e a d s  g u i l t y  
t o  r a p e s ,  b u r g l a r i e s  

B a p t i s t  P re s s  I 
t 

DALLAS (BPI--Gregory Char les  Goben, former p a s t o r  o f  Outreach B a p t i s t  Church i n  Garland, 
Texas, pleaded g u i l t y  Aug. 24 t o  a year- long s e r i e s  o f  r a p e s  and b u r g l a r i e s  i n  no r th  Da l l a s  and 
was sentenced  t o  10 concur ren t  l i f e  terms i n  p r i son .  I 

The 28-year-old m i n i s t e r  pleaded g u i l t y  t o  f i v e  coun t s  o f  bu rg l a ry  and f i v e  coun t s  o f  
aggravated sexua l  a s s a u l t .  I n  a p l e a  ba rga in  with t h e  D a l l a s  County d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e ,  
he  agreed  t o  p rov ide  t h e  Da l l a s  Po l i ce  Department informat ion  about  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  a t t a c k s  i n  
D a l l a s  and Denton c o u n t i e s  f o r  which h e  w i l l  n o t  be  prosecuted .  I 

Goben r ece ived  t h e  maximum sen tences  f o r  t h e  f i r s t - d e g r e e  f e l o n i e s .  He must s e rve  a t  l e a s t  
15 y e a r s  b e f o r e  becoming e l i g i b l e  f o r  pa ro l e .  I 

Goben, a g radua te  o f  Da l l a s  Theologica l  Seminary who had been pursu ing  a doc tor  o f  min i s t ry  
degree  a t  Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas,  was a n a t i v e  o f  
Shrevepor t ,  La. He was p a s t o r a l  i n t e r n  i n  t h e  s i n g l e s  m i n i s t r y  a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  
D a l l a s  two y e a r s  ago when h e  was c a l l e d  a s  p a s t o r  o f  Outreach B a p t i s t  Church, a mission of  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  o f  Da l l a s .  

He is married and h a s  two young sons.  
--3O-- 

BFM s t a t emen t  proposed 
f o r  new hymnal s t r u c t u r e  By Char les  Willis 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
8/25/88 

NASBVILLE (BP )--An o rgan iza t ion  s t r u c t u r e  based on "The B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message" s ta tement  
w i l l  be recommended f o r  t h e  new B a p t i s t  hymnal t o  be publ i shed  i n  1991. I 

I n  t h e  dug. 18-19 meeting of t h e  hymnal's worship a i d s  subcommittee, t h e  10 members agreed 
unanimously t o  recommend t h e  s t a t emen t  of  f a i t h  adopted by t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention i n  
1963 a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  o rgan iz ing  t h e  new worship book. I 

Recommendations from t h e  subcommittee w i l l  be p re sen ted  a t  t h e  Sept .  22-23 meeting cf t h e  
hymnal commit t e e .  I 

Subcommittee chairman William Hendricks,  p ro fe s so r  o f  C h r i s t i a n  theology a t  Southern B a p t i s t  
Theologica l  Seminary i n  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky., s a i d  t h e  group "followed t h e  o rgan iz ing  themes o f  t h e  
B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message document, bu t  we have ampl i f i ed  t h o s e  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  theology 
and p r a c t i c e  o f  o u r  B a p t i s t  people." I 

The t h r e e  broad c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  hymns a r e  t i t l e d  "The Glory of  God,tf "The People o f  God" and 
"The Witness o f  God's People. tt Subca tegor ies  under  each b p i c  m u l d  spec i fy  hymns which address  
each s u b j e c t  a r e a .  Nearly 60 subca t ego r i e s  o f  hymn t o p i c s  were s e l e c t e d  f o r  recommendation. I 

In  o t h e r  m a t t e r s ,  t h e  subcommittee a c t e d  i n  response  to l e t t e r s  from Southern B a p t i s t s ,  
recommending respons ive  r ead ings  o f  S c r i p t u r e  passages  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  each major t o p i c  be 
i nc luded ,  w i th  some r ead ings  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  body o f  t h e  hymnal. Based on r e s u l t s  o f  a s c i e n t i f i c  
survey of p r e f e r r e d  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  B i b l e  among Southern B a p t i s t s ,  t h e  subcommittee s e l e c t e d  fou r  
v e r s i o n s  t o  be  used f o r  readings .  The King James Vers ion ,  N e w  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Version,  New 
American Standard  and Revised Standard  Version w i l l  be recommended f o r  u s e ,  with l a t e r  d e c i s i o n s  
t o  be made p a i r i n g  s p e c i f i c  S c r i p t u r e  passages  and t r a n s l a t i o n s .  

The p o s s i b l e  use o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  passages  from "The Baptist F a i t h  And Message,'' a l ong  with 
o t h e r  worship r e s o u r c e s  such a s  p o e t r y ,  p rose ,  p r a y e r s  o f  h i s t o r i c  importance and r ead ings ,  were 
d iscussed .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n t e r e s t  was expressed i n  t h e  p o s s i b l e  i n c l u s i o n  of C h r i s t i a n  a r t  
symbols a t  a p p r o p r i a t e  points i n  t h e  book. I 

A l b e r t  McClanahan, m i n i s t e r  o f  music a t  St .  John ' s  B a p t i s t  Church i n  C h a r l o t t e ,  N.C., agreed 
" t h e r e  was r e a l  openness among people  who r ep re sen ted  g r e a t l y  d i f f e r e n t  churches.  That allowed 
a l l  o f  u s  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  a book t h a t  w i l l  be va luab le  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  denomination. tf 

--more-- 
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* Paul Hammond, dean o f  f i n e  a r t s  a t  Oklahoma B a p t i s t  Un ive r s i t y  i n  Shawnee, praised " t h e  
s p i r i t  of u n i t y  t h a t  developed wi th in  t h e  subcommittee. Everyone came wi th  t h e  d e s i r e  to produ 
a worship r e sou rce  i n  t u n e  w i t h  t he lma jo r$ ty  of Southern Bap t i s t s . l t  

--30~- 

Student  involvement b r i n g s  
surge  i n  church p l a n t i n g  By Frank Wm. White 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
8/25/88 

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP )--New churches  s t a r t e d  wi th  t h e  h e l p  o f  Southern B a p t i s t  s t u d e n t s  
exceeded n a t i o n a l  p r o j e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  because o f  an  i nc reased  commitment t o  miss ions  
and evangel ism, accord ing  t o  a  s t u d e n t  m i n i s t r y  c o n s u l t a n t .  

Pre l iminary  r e p o r t s  c o l l e c t e d  by t h e  s t u d e n t  m i n i s t r y  department  of  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
Sunday School Board i n d i c a t e  s t u d e n t s  throughout  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention have been 
involved i n  s t a r t i n g  perhaps a s  many a s  400 n k w  churches  and congrega t ions .  

T o t a l s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e p o r t  w i l l  n o t  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s e v e r a l  more weeks. 

The s t u d e n t  m i n i s t r y  g o a l  f o r  s t u d e n t s  involved i n  he lp ing  s t a r t  new churches  du r ing  1987-E 
was 100, accord ing  t o  Bob Hartman, s t u d e n t  m i n i s t r y  new church c o n s u l t a n t  who h a s  r e s p p n s i b i l i t y  I 
f o r  church p l a n t i n g  s t r a t e g i e s ,  r 

The p l a n  f o r  i nvo lv ing  s t u d e n t s  i n  church p l a n t i n g  h a s  been coord ina ted  among s t a t e  s tuden t  
department d i r e c t o r s ,  t h e  Sunday School Board ' s s t u d e n t  m i n i s t r y  department  and t h e  church 
e x t e n t i o n  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board, he s a i d .  

I n  Po r t l and ,  Ore., s t u d e n t s  have been involved i n  s t a r t i n g  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  churches  i n  t h e  
p a s t  y e a r ,  s a i d  Otey Enoch, d i r e c t o r  o f  campus m i n i s t r i e s  f o r  t h e  Grea t e r  Por t land  a r e a .  During 
a  seminar a t  G l o r i e t a  S tuden t  Conference a t  G l o r i e t a  ( N . M . )  B a p t i s t  Conference Center ,  sponsored 
by t h e  s t u d e n t  m i n i s t r y  department ,  Enoch s a i d  t h a t  i n  one l o c a t i o n ,  s t u d e n t s  completed survey 
work t o  p rov ide  a p rospec t  list when a new church p l a n t e r  a r r i v e d .  

"The church p l a n t e r  was a b l e  t o  s t a r t  c o n t a c t i n g  p rospec t s  r i g h t  away," Enoch poin ted  ou t .  

A t  Scenic  View B a p t i s t  Church i n  a  Por t land  suburb,  s t u d e n t s  have been involved i n  survey 
work as w e l l  a s  t each ing  i n  Sunday school  and l e a d i n g  i n  t h e  worship s e r v i c e s .  

I n  a t  l e a s t  two o t h e r  new s t a r t s ,  s t u d e n t s  conducted phone surveys  t o  l o c a t e  p rospec t s .  TP 
phone survey was used i n  Wilson C i t y ,  a Por t land  suburb,  because t h e  community p r o h i b i t s  door-tc 
door s o l i c i t i n g .  I n  t h e  upper-class community of Lake Oswego, more t han  100 persons  a t t ended  t h  
first s e r v i c e  o f  a  new church begun a f t e r  s t u d e n t s  a s s i s t e d  i n  te lephone  c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e  
community. 

Jon C la rk ,  a  s t u d e n t  a t  Western Oregon S t a t e  Col lege  i n  Monmanth, is a c t i v e l y  involved i n  
Cen t r a l  B a p t i s t  Chapel because o f  h i s  i n i t i a l  c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  B a p t i s t  S tudent  Union. Clark s a i  
he p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  survey f o r  t h e  church t h e  f i r s t  t ime he  a t t ended  t h e  BSU, even though he  wz 
n o t  a  C h r i s t i a n  a t  t h e  time. 

S tuden t s  p l ay  a  b i g  r o l e  i n  t h e  chape l  s t a r t e d  i n  Monmanth f o u r  y e a r s  ago,  Clark  s a i d .  The 
congrega t ion  began wi th  f o u r  s t u d e n t s  involved .  Today, 30 s t u d e n t s  a r e  among t h e  about  80 
persons  i n  t h e  congrega t ion .  

The Monmanth congrega t ion  was t h e  f i r s t  i n  which Enoch used s t u d e n t s  t o  he lp  s t a r t  a  chu rch>  

"I was r e l u c t a n t  a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  then  r e a l i z e d  t h e  church would be good f o r  t h e  s tuden t s , l l  h -  
s a i d .  " A t  no t ime  have s t u d e n t s  worked a l o n e  i n  s t a r t i n g  a  church. They always work as  p a r t  of 
a team wi th  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a church p l a n t e r  o r  o t h e r s  involved i n  a  new s t a r t . "  

S tuden t  involvement i n  church p l a n t i n g  i s  occu r ing  i n  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t a t e  convent ions  a s  wel l  
a s  new convent ion  a r e a s ,  Hartman s a i d ,  c i t i n g  Texas, Kentucky, C a l i f o r n i a ,  Oregon and Minnesota- 
Wisconsin a s  examples. 

Enoch s a i d  a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  " s t ep  o u t  of  a  comfor tab le  environmentw i s  e s s e n t i a l  i n  start in^ 
- a  new church.  "It's a cha l l enge  t o  t h i n k  about  g i v i n g  t h a t  kind o f  c~mrn i t rnen t .~~  

--3o-- 
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