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o o l  Board t r u s t e e s  
le naming new commentary By Lonnie Wilkey 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Trustees of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board delayed naming a new 
. conservative multi-volume Bible  commentary u n t i l  February 1989 t o  s e e  i f  a "be t t e rn  name can be 

chosen. 

During t h e  board s August meeting i n  Nashvil le,  t h e  t r u s t e e s 1  publishing and . d i s t r i b u t i o n  
. committee recommended t h e  new commentary be t i t l e d  "The New Evangelical Commentary," with a 

- . .,". . f r o n t l i n e ,  o r  secondary t i t l e ,  o f  "A Theol ig ical  Exposit ion of Holy Scr ip tu re .  " 

L a r r y  Holly, a physician from Beaumont, Texas, who made t h e  motion t o  postpone naming the 
commentary, questioned t h e  name, not ing h e  was "not exci ted  about t h e  t i t l e .  

Holly added t h e  name does no t  have t h e  "dignity and gravi ty"  t h a t  t h e  nmost s i g n i f i c a n t  
pub l i ca t ion  of t h e  B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board i n  t h i s  centuryb deserves.  

Holly sa id  he  t a lked  with some of t h e  consul t ing e d f t o r s  who to ld  him they were n o t  t h a t  
A '  .-. en thus ias t fc  about t h e  t i t l e .  

James W. C l a r k ,  sen io r  v i c e  p res iden t  of the  board's o f f i c e  of  publishing and d i s t r i b u t i o n  
to ld  t h e  t r u s t e e s  t h e  name had been approved unanimously by t h e  commentary's s i x  consul t ing 

. e d i t o r s  who were e lec ted  a t  a c a l l e d  t r u s t e e  meeting l a s t  October. 

The consul t ing e d i t o r s  a r e  Paige Pat terson,  p res iden t  of Criswel l  College,  Dal las ,  Texas; 
Robert Sloan, a s s o c i a t e  professor  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  Baylor Universi ty,  Waco, Texas; Cur t i s  Vaughan, 
professor  o f  N e w  Testament, Southwestern Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary, For t  Worth, Texas; Kenne 
Mathews, professor  o f  Old Testament and Semitics,  Criswell  College; and Larry L. Walker, 
professor  of Old Testament and Semitic languages, Mid -America Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Clark 
consul t ing 
Convention 

noted t h e  e d i t o r s  considered 50 t i t l e s  before  agreeing an t h e  proposed name. The  
e d i t o r s  f e l t  t h e  t i t l e  "would open t r a d e  markets beyond t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  
," h e  added. 

The committee presented four  reasons t h e  e d i t o r s  gave f o r  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  t i t l e :  

I -- wEvangelicalw of ten is taken t o  mean Chr i s t i ans  who hold t o  t h e  abso lu te  t rus tworthines  
. o f  Scripture. 

-- l1NewW modlfies "commentary" and d i s t ingu i shes  t h e  product from e a r l i e r  works and could 
p r in ted  i n  d i f f e r e n t  type from t h e  rest of t h e  t i t l e  t o  c l e a r l y  show t h a t  i t  does not  modify 
llevange l i c  a1  . " 

-- The t i t l e  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  commentary i s  a s e r i o u s  work, which is important  i n  t h a t  one of 
t h e  goals  of t h e  commentary is t o  demonstrate t h a t  b i b l i c a l  inerrancy represen t s  a v iab le ,  
scholar ly  approach. 

-- The f r o n t l i n e  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  methodology of t h e  commentary and adds  a note of warmth and 
reverence* 

--more-- 
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Discuss ion  of t h e  t i t l e  revolved  around o t h e r  names and whether  postponing a c t i o n  would 
de lay  t h e  scheduled product ion  d a t e  o f  t h e  commentary. The f i r s t  volumes a r e  p r o j e c t e d  t o  be  
a v a i l a b l e  by t h e  t ime o f  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention annual  meeting i n  1991. 

A name would a s s i s t  people  who work wi th  t h e  commentary's p roduc t ion ,  bu t  postponement of 
t h e  t i t l e  would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  de l ay  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  Clark  s a i d .  

T r u s t e e s  a l s o  approved a reconmendation from t h e  committee t h a t  t h e  s i x  commentary e d i t o r s  
be i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  February meeting and be  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  comment and ques t ions .  

--3O-- 

F inances ,  BTN g e t  
t r u s t e e  a t t e n t i o n  By Jim Lowry 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
8/19/88 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Financial r e p o r t s  and budget  ad jus tments  f a c i n g  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunda 
School Board occupied a major p o r t i o n  of t ime f o r  t r u s t e e s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  Aug. 15-17 semi-annual 
meeting i n  Nashvi l le .  

, . 

Since  i t s  founding ,  t h e  denominat ion 's  educa t ion  and pub l i sh ing  agency h a s  been under  
mandate from t h e  convent ion  t o  be se l f - suppor t i ng  from t h e  s a l e s  of p roduc t s .  Consequently, 
t rustees were g iven  r e p o r t s  from t h e  board ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  c a l l e d  f o r  dec reases  i n  
spending f o r  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  as  s t e p s  i n  f i s c a l  management. 

E.V. King, v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  f o r  f i nance ,  t o l d  t r u s t e e s  revenues  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  n i n e  months of  
t h e  c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  y e a r  were $ 3  m i l l i o n  b e l m  budget b u t  a lmost  $6 m i l l i o n  above l a s t  yea r .  Sc 
b r i g h t  s p o t s  p o i n t  t o  improved revenues  i n  t h e  upcoming y e a r ,  h e  added. 

He l i s t e d  s e v e r a l  c a u s e s  fo r  t h e  $ 3  m i l l i o n  l a g  i n  revenues,  which inc luded  church 
l i t e r a t u r e  s a l e s  2.2 p e r c e n t  below budget ,  Convention P r e s s  s a l e s  5.9 p e r c e n t  below p ro j ec t ion :  
and B a p t i s t  Telecommunication Network revenues 15.5 p e r c e n t  below budget .  

The Holman d i v i s i o n  was c i t e d  by King as one a r e a  o f  i nc reased  s a l e s  f o r  the  f i r s t  n ine  
months o f  t h i s  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  w i th  s a l e s  of  more t han  $ 6  m i l l i o n ,  23 p e r c e n t  above budget ,  and 
$2.02 m i l l i o n ,  o r  49.8 p e r c e n t  above l a s t  yea r .  

Other  components l i s t e d  by King a s  exper ienc ing  growth ove r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  were B a p t i s t  Boc 
S t o r e s ,  Broadman P r e s s  and Genevox, t h e  music-publishing component. 

The 1988-89 budget  approved by t r u s t e e s  is $176.65 m i l l i o n ,  a 5.6 pe rcen t  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t t  
P r e s e n t  budget ,  and 7.4 p e r c e n t ,  o r  more t h a n  $12 m i l l i o n ,  o v e r  1987-88 p r o j e c t e d  revenue. 

Included i n  t h e  budget  was a r educ t ion  o f  $494,160 f o r  B a p t i s t  Telecommunfcation Network, 
which i n c l u d e s  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  f i v e  employee p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  telecommunicat ions department .  
This f o l l o w s  a budget  r e d u c t i o n  last  y e a r  o f  $400,000, which a l s o  inc luded  f i v e  jobs c u t  i n  thz 
department .  

Board P r e s i d e n t  Lloyd E l d e r  t o l d  t r u s t e e s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a r e  prepared  t o  "make an a l l - o u t  
e f f o r t .  3: have found o u t  aga in  and a g a i n  t h e r e  is wisdom i n  t h i s  board be ing  committed t o  a 
f u t u r e  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  telecommunicat ions.  However, we need t h e  commitment of t r u s t e e s  and an 
inc reased  commitment on t h e  p a r t  of subsc r ib ing  chu rches  i n  t h e  convention."  

I n  h i s  monthly column i n  t h e  September i s s u e  o f  F a c t s  and Trends magazine, E l d e r  i s sued  ar 
appea l  t o  church l e a d e r s ,  say ing:  "We need he lp .  As p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  board who is responsible 
f o r  v i s i o n a r y  l e a d e r s h i p ,  I s e e  t h a t  t h e  board canno t  c a r r y  o u t  this commitment t o  BTN without  
t h e  widespread s u p p o r t  o f  churches.  

The b u s i n e s s  and f i nance  committee reviewed t h e  con t inu ing  inves tment  l o s s e s  by t h e  
board i n  BTN, which a r e  more t h a n  $11 m i l l i o n  s i n c e  1981. It issued a l e t t e r  o f  suppor t  f o r  t t  
t r a i n i n g  network, recommending t h r e e  growth e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  1988-89 year .  

--more -- 



Tnese e x p e c t a t i o n s  a r e  a  minimum o f  300 new s u b s c r i b e r s ,  s a l e s  o f  v i d e o  t a p e s  t o t a l i n g  a t  
l e a s t  $92,500 and r e n t a l  income from t h e  s a t e l l i t e  t r ansponde r  o f  $205,000. I 

Levan Pa rke r ,  t r u s t e e  from Birmingham, Ala.,  and chairman o f  t h e  church programs and 
s e r v i c e s  committee, shared  a  r e p o r t  from t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  t r u s t e e s  t h a t  recommended 
" s i g n i f i c a n t  budget  c u t s  and t i g h t  f i n a n c i a l  managementv because o f  cont inued  c o s t s  t o  t h e  boar: 
t o  suppor t  t h e  network. I 

The changes r epo r t ed  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  t r u s t e e s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  BTN i n c l u d e  a g o a l  of i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number o f  subsc r ib ing  churches t o  about  
4,000 from t h e  c u r r e n t  1,381 t o  reach  a f i n a n c i a l  break-even p o i n t  f o r  t h e  network. I 

T r u s t e e s  were t o l d  BTN messages now a r e  a v a i l a b l e  on a videotape s e r v i c e  t o  a l l ow  churches  
t h e  cho ice  o f  how t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  t r a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  Due t o  t e c h n i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t h e  BTN 
s a t e l l i t e  s i g n a l  is no l o n g e r  scrambled. I 

Subsc r ip t ion  agreements  f o r  BTN a l s o  a r e  be ing  ch'anged t o  a  new three-year  agreement which 
has  a c a n c e l l a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  f ive-year  commitment. I 

One s t e p  recommended by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u t  changed by t h e  t r u s t e e s  was t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  
coverage o f  t h e  annual  s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. T r u s t e e s  d i r e c t e d  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  a l l o c a t e  t h e  necessary  money, expected t o  be  about  $30,000, t o  cont inue  
provid ing  t h e  s e r v i c e  t o  l o c a l  churches.  I 

A major r e p o r t  approved by t r u s t e e s  was a  s a l a r y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s t u d y  prepared wi th  t h e  
a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  Nay Oroup, an A t l an t a  human r e sou rce  c o n s u l t i n g  f i rm.  I 

The s t u d y ,  f i r s t  au tho r i zed  by t r u s t e e s  i n  1984, provides  s a l a r y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  g u i d e l i n e s  
f o r  a l l  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  management and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  management p o s i t i o n s .  I 

The s t u d y  a l s o  recommended t h a t  no s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e  be g iven  t o  Sunday School b a r d  employeer 
dur ing  t h e  1988-89 f i s c a l  y e a r ,  b u t  i t  l e f t  a p r o v i s i o n  fo r  a year-end performance bonus o f  up tc  
5 pe rcen t  f o r  employees 1 f budgeted f i n d s  provided from o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
revenues and expenses,  o f  $5.3 m i l l i o n  is met or  exceeded. I 

T r u s t e e s  a l s o  approved a r e v i s i o n  of  t h e  schedule  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a n  o f f i c e  tower on top  
o f  t h e  boa rd ' s  Opera t ions  a u i l d i n g .  The six-month de l ay  i n  t h e  beginning  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  
a l low t h e  board t o  seek more f avo rab le  b i d s  f o r  t h e  work. I 

The pre l imina ry  des ign ,  approved by t r u s t e e s  i n  February 1988, p rov ides  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  a  n ine - s to ry  o f f i ce / con fe rence  tower,  t o  be purchased wi th  $14 m i l l i o n  from t h e  f i xed  a s s e t  
r e s e r v e  fund. I 

Completion o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  now is expected i n  t h e  summer o f  1990. 
--3O-- 

T r u s t e e s  adop t  motion 
f o r  o b t a i n i n g  in fo rma t ion  By Linda Lawson 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
8/ 19/88 

NASHVILLE (BP )--A motion t h a t  any t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board may 
r e q u e s t  and r e c e i v e  informat ion  " p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  opera t ion t1  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was adopted by a  
47-20 v o t e  d u r i n g  t h e  c l o s i n g  s e s s i o n  of t h e  Aug. 15-17 meeting of t h e  89-member board o f  
t r u s t e e s .  I 

The motion, as f i n a l l y  adopted wi th  one amendment, s t a t e s :  "Any informat ion  p e r t i n e n t  t o  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board, exc luding  m a t t e r s  i nvo lv ing  personnel  i s s u e s  o r  
m a t t e r s  which i n  t h e  op in ion  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  might g i v e  r i s e  t o  l e g a l  l i a b i l i t y ,  s h a l l  be 
provided i n  a t ime ly  manner t o  any t r u s t e e  o f  t h e  board upon r e q u e s t .  Any informat ion  reques ted  
and r ece ived  by a t r u s t e e  s h a l l  be used i n  a r e s p o n s i b l e  manner c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  f i d u c i a r y  
p o s i t i o n  occupied by that t r u s t e e . "  

- -m ore -- 
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The o r i g i n a l  motion by T.C. French Jr.,  p a s t o r  o f  J e f f e r s o n  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Baton Rouge, 
La., was amended by a 38-4 v o t e  t o  add t h e  e x c l u s i o n s  on pe r sonne l  and l i a b i l i t y  i s s u e s .  I 

French s a i d  t h e  purpose o f  h i s  motion was " to  g e t  in format ionf '  f o r  documentation. "If weTrt 
going t o  a c t  a s  a  board and g i v e  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  d i r e c t i o n ,  we've g o t  t o  have informat ion ,"  he 
s a i d .  I 

During a b o u t  one hour  o f  deba t e ,  s e v e r a l  t r u s t e e s  ques t ioned  t h e  need f o r  the motion, m t i r , .  
, they had r ece ived  any informat ion  they  had e v e r  reques ted  from t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  A motion t o  

r e f e r  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  committee f a i l e d  by a  38-32 vote .  I 
A f t e r  t h e  meeting,  P r e s i d e n t  Lloyd E lde r  s a i d ,  "We have had an  open-door p o l i c y  concern ing  

' t h e  p rov id ing  of i n fo rma t ion  t o  t r u s t e e s ,  and we w i l l  con t inue  to have t h i s  policy. ' '  I 
I n  h i s  e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  t o  t r u s t e e s  on t h e  second day of  t h e  three-day meeting,  E l d e r  s a i d  

Southern B a p t i s t s  must communicate t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n s  wi th  warmth and pas s ion  wh i l e  being g rac iou r  
t o  t h o s e  w i t h  whom they  d i f f e r .  ' I 

Descr ib ing  t h e  board a s  "my l e a r n i n g  p l a c e w  s i n c e  h i s  e l e c t i o n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  i n  1983, E lde r  
o u t l i n e d  f i v e  l e s s o n s  h e  is l e a r n i n g ,  I 

"We must l e a r n  t o  con fe s s  o u r  b e l i e f s  f e r v e n t l y  and winsomely i n  t h e  midst  o f  s t r o n g l y  he ld  
b e l i e f s  by o t h e r s  and t o  do s o  under  t h e  l o r d s h i p  o f  J e s u s  C h r i ~ t , ~  E lde r  s a i d .  

. . I 
"We must l e a r n  t o  be g r a c i o u s  t o  one a n o t h e r  i n  ou r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  I can  do b e t t e r  a t  t h i s ,  

and I must. We as Southern B a p t i s t s  can  do b e t t e r  a t  t h i s ,  and we must," h e  continued. I 
A t h i r d  l e s s o n  h e  is l e a r n i n g ,  E l d e r  s a i d ,  "is t o  exp re s s  my undaunted b e l i e f  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  

convention fami ly  a s  an  ins t rument  i n  t h e  hand o f  t h e  kingdom o f  God.'' I 
A s  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  church programs and pub l i sh ing  board ,  E l d e r  s a i d ,  "1 am l e a r n i n g  t o  

s e rve  t h e  churches ,  a l l  t h e  churches, a l l  a c r o s s  t h i s  g r e a t  c o n v e n t i ~ n . ~  I 
A f i f t h  l e s s o n ,  E l d e r  s a i d ,  is  "how t o  be  a b e t t e r  s teward o f  t h e  gospe l  and o f  t h i s  g r e a t  

board. 

That l e s s o n ,  he s a i d ,  i n c l u d e s  l e a r n i n g  t h e  b i b l i c a l  concept  of  contentment  -- accep t ing  
c i rcumstances  a s  they  a r e ,  being dependent  on C h r i s t  r a t h e r  than  c i rcumstances ,  being more 
dependent on p r a y e r  and sharpening  "judgment t h a t  is  f a u l t y  and s k i l l s  which a r e  never 
~ o r n p l e t e . ~  

During t h e  d i a logue  s e s s i o n  fol lowing E l d e r ' s  r e p o r t ,  t r u s t e e s  r a i s e d  s e v e r a l  concerns  b u t  
took no a c t i o n  on them and expressed suppor t  For openness by t h e  admin i s t r a t i on .  I 

Warren Hul tgren ,  chairman of t r u s t e e s  and p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Tulsa, Okla. , 
s a i d  a t  t h e  conc lus ion  of  t h e  d ia logue:  "We a r e  t a l k i n g  a r s e l v e s  t o g e t h e r  i n  a good way. An 
a d v e r s a r i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  is always bad. The work h e r e  is s o  much g r e a t e r  t han  any one o f  u s  t h a t  
we must p u t  ou r  s h o u l d e r s  t o  t h e  plow." I 

The 89-member board i n c l u d e s  18 new t r u s t e e s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  incoming c l a s s  o f  t r u s t e e s  i n  i t s  
h i s t o r y .  The group i n c l u d e s  t r u s t e e s  from f o u r  s t a t e  convent ions  -- Nevada, New York, 
Pennsylvania/South J e r s e y  and Alaska -- which r e c e n t l y  met t h e  minimum membership requirement  f o r  
having t r u s t e e s  o f  Southern B a p t i s t  agenc i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

--30-- 

New g u i d e l i n e s  adopted  
f o r  Sunday schoo l  l i n e s  

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
8/19/88 

NASHVILLE (BP )--Written g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  three l i n e s  o f  Sunday school  cur r icu lum were adopted 
unanimously by t r u s t e e s  of  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board Aug. 15-17. 

--more-- 
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They a l s o  approved an  average  church l i t e r a t u r e  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e  o f  s i x  p e r c e n t ,  e f f e c t i v e  
Apr i l  1989, and an  average  i n c r e a s e  i n  1989 summer conference  c e n t e r  r a t e s  o f  4.3 percent .  

Approval of Sunday school  cur r icu lum s e r i e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  a vo ice  vote  w i thou t  
o p p o s i t i o n  r ep re sen ted  ano t h e r  s t e p  i n  a con t inu ing  cur r icu lum improvement s tudy  begun i n  1985 by 
t h e  boa rd ' s  Sunday schoo l  d i v i s i o n .  

F i n a l  recommendations i n  t h e  s tudy  w i l l  be p re sen ted  t o  t r u s t e e s  i n  February. Changes w i l l  
be completely implemented i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  by October 199 1. 

Three l i n e s  o f  Sunday school  cur r icu lum -- Bib le  Book S e r i e s ,  Convention Uniform S e r i e s  and 
L i f e  and Work S e r i e s  -- w i l l  con t inue  t o  be  publ i shed  by t h e  board.  The p r e s e n t  Foundation 
S e r i e s  f o r  p r e s c h o o l e r s  and c h i l d r e n  w i l l  become t h e  Life and Work Foundation s e r i e s .  

The Convention Uniform S e r i e s  w i l l  be  focused p r i m a r i l y  f o r  u se  i n  s m a l l e r  churches  wi th  150 
o r  fewer e n r o l l e d  i n  Sunday school .  Approximately 22,000 o f  t h e  denominat ion 's  37,000 churches  
f a l l  i n  t h i s  ca t ego ry .  

The L i f e  and Work S e r i e s  w i l l  be designed p r i m a r i l y  f o r  u s e  i n  l a r g e r  churches  wi th  more 
than 150 e n r o l l e d  i n  Sunday school .  The B i b l e  Book S e r i e s  w i l l  con t inue  to be  f o r  use  i n  a l l  
s i z e s  o f  churches.  

A l l  t h r e e  l i n e s  w i l l  be based on  t h e  same s t a t emen t  of b i b l i c a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h a t  " t h e  B i b l e  
is ' t h e  t ex tbookf  and a u t h o r i t y  f o r  a l l  s tudy ,  l e a r n i n g  and app l i ca t i on . "  A l l  m a t e r i a l s  w i l l  
con t inue  t o  be  produced w i t h i n  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  o f  The B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message. 

The B i b l e  Book S e r i e s  and t h e  Convention Uniform S e r i e s  w i l l  be based on t h e  King James 
Version o f  t h e  Bib le .  The L i f e  and Work S e r i e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  youth and a d u l t s  w i l l  be  based on 
t h e  New American Standard B i b l e ,  w i th  some p e r i o d i c a l s  a l s o  p r i n t i n g  t h e  King dames Version. 
Preschool  L i f e  and Work F w n d a t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  w i l l  u s e  t h e  New I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Version o r  t h e  King 
James Version. 

Harry P i l a n d ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Sunday school  d i v i s i o n ,  said improvements i n  Sunday school  
cur r icu lum have been based on f o u r  c r i t e r i a :  emphasis on t h e  B ib l e ,  evangel ism and a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
ease of u s e  and a t t r a c t i v e n e s s .  

T r u s t e e s  a l s o  approved s e v e r a l  changes i n  church music p e r i o d i c a l s ,  e f f e c t i v e  October 1990: 

-- A new q u a r t e r l y  p e r i o d i c a l ,  Celebra te ! ,  w i l l  r e p l a c e  Opus One, Contemporary P r a i s e  w i l l  
r e p l a c e  Opus Two, and Gospel Choir  and A l l e l u i a s  w i l l  r e p l a c e  Choral  P r a i s e ;  

-- A new q u a r t e r l y  p e r i o d i c a l ,  The Senior  Musician, will begin p u b l i c a t i o n  f o r  s e n i o r  
a d u l t s ;  

-- A new q u a r t e r l y  p u b l i c a t i o n  f o r  worship p lanning ,  Worship: Resources f o r  t h e  Church 
Musician, w i l l  begin p u b l i c a t i o n ;  

-- In s t rumen ta l  Demo C a s s e t t e  w i l l  be r e l e a s e d  q u a r t e r l y  f o r  u s e  w i th  The Church Musician 
and HandbelZs. 

I n  a m  t h e r  m a t t e r ,  t r u s t e e s  voted  to c l o s e  t h e  Hazlewood (MO.) Mail Order Center  Dec. 31, 
1988, o r  a s  s m n  t h e r e a f t e r  as  p r a c t i c a l .  

--30-- 

E t h i c i s t  u r g e s  'E.T. pay 
f o r  s i n  o f  Universa l  S t u d i o s  By Marv Knox 

NASHVILLE (BP)-4.T.  should pay f o r  Universa l  S tud ios '  s i n .  

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
8/19/88 

A boycot t  o f  t h e  home v ideo  v e r s i o n  o f  "E.T.: The Ext ra -Te r r e s t r i a l1 '  i s  b u t  one o f  e i g h t  
responses  urged by C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c i s t  Larry Braid foot f ollowlng Un ive r sa l ' s  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  f i l m  "The L a s t  Temptation o f  C h r i s t .  'I 

--more-- 
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Braidfoot ,  genera l  counsel  f o r  t h e  Southern Bapt i s t  Christian Life Commission, previewed 
"The Last  Temptationw Aug. 11, t h e  day before  t h e  movie was released to t h e  American publ ic .  Tht 

3 

-.. , .. . , .  . . t . f i l m ,  based on a novel by Nikos Kazantzakis, c reated a f i r o r  i n  mid-summer, as conservat ive  
C h r i s t i a n s  learned Universa l  was prepar ing i t  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  . . . . . . .  ...... 

* .  .. * :'. - 'I . , , . . * .  . 
tlUpon sc reen ing  t h e  movie, I concluded tha t  t h e  movie was more offensive  than 1 had . . .  . . . .  

.... :.,,k:;.:::i . . . .  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  even though some of t h e  more object ionable  scenes i n  (an e a r l y )  s c r i p t  had been 
i'.;:-, :,;:<; 2 .  omit ted ,"  Braidfoot  s a i d .  ...... ::r'. :: . .,:,-) >." .... 

.. i. ,. :,, ......... 3:  1. . .:: "Having seen t h e  movie, I am of  t h e  opinion t h a t  the vast majority of' Southern Bap t f s t s  w i l l  . . .  .... . ..,: . . . . , .. : f ind  t h e  f i l m  h ighly  o f fens ive  because o f  its p o r t r a y a l  of Jesus as indec i s ive  and uncer ta in ,  thc  
. . .  h e r o i c  p o r t r a y a l  of Judas,  t h e  dehumanization of  women ... and its inaccurate  por t raya l  of many - . .  ..;.,.: 

.'. .::"'-' New Testament c h a r a c t e r s  and events." . . . . . . . . .  . %... . <'.. . . . .  - .. C." .... . a. - : ,- Braid  foo t c a l l e d  upon Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  t a k e  a va r ie ty  of act ions:  . . . . .  
.:*.:*....- . 

;.y :,,":.,> . .  ... .... . . .  .: .:: .... 
. .,.+ ..:.!. &..!.'. 

-- Boycott.  "Refrain from see ing  t h e  movie," h e  sa id .  "Urge others to a l s o  ref ra in ."  
. . . . . . .  - . i;..:,;: :.' . - . ' 
: I . . . . .  -- Limit d i s t r i b u t i o n .  "Use o u r  inf luence to prevent t h e  movie from being shown l o c a l l y  ,11 . "  . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  . he added. "Actions should be undertaken immediately t o  prevent t h e  spread  o f  t h e  movietw . .  ....... i... . .::. .....: : 

, . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  
1 , .  
. . -- Provide informed c r i t i c i s m .  "When t h e  movie opens i n  a new cfty, some Swthern  B a p t i s t s  .. ..."?--" "... " . : .t.. . . should s e e  t h e  f i l m , "  Bra idfodt  suggested.  "The p r e s s  w i l l  g ive  more favorable treatment t o  . .- ....... ......... '. 1 . .  those  who have seen t h e  f i l m  and c r i t i c i z e  it than to those  who have not.m 
I . +  . . . .  . -!.?.'-*... . . .  . < .  - * 

-- P r o t e s t  e f f e c t i v e l y .  nConsider c a r e f i l l y  t h e  nature  o f  p r o t e s t s  and p icke t ingrn  he 
. ' .  warned. llIn some p l a c e s  they w i l l  harm the cause by c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  to a movie t h a t  is boring,  

.: long and poorly done." 

T icke t s  t o  t h e  movie sold b r i s k l y  dur ing opening weekend, and industry analysts c r e d i t e d  t h e  
* .  . ' . ' , . controversy  surrounding t h e  movie fo r  i ts box-office success,  he said. 
. . -  

llSouthern B a p t i s t s  i n  each c i t y  where t h e  movie d g h t  play should use t h e i r  awareness of  
- '  t h e i r  own home region i n  determining t h e  e f fec t iveness ,o f  public picketing,"'e urged. 

, . 

-- Make E.T. pay. Universal  never  intended f o r  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  buy t i c k e t s  far "The 
Las t  Temptation," Braidfoot  s a i d ,  no t ing  t h e  mwie  is n o t  likely t o  be d i s t r i b u t e d  widely i n  

- reg ions  where Southern B a p t i s t s  a r e  numerous. But o t h e r  Universal products, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i t s  
. . home videos ,  a r e  targeted a t  audiences  t h a t  inc lude  v a s t  numbers o f  Bap t i s t s ,  he added. 

"The product which Universal  r e a l l y  expects Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  buy is the home video 
r e l e a s e  o f  'E.T.: The Ex t ra -Ter res t r i a l , ' "  h e  sa id .  "It i s  acheduJed f o r  r e l e a s e  i n  l a t e  

. October a t  approximately $25 p e r  tape. Universal  is reported to have hopes o f  s e l l i n g  8 mil l ion  
copies.  

"Universal is r e l e a s i n g  'The Last  Temptation,' a $6.5 million d u l l ,  two-hour and 40-minute 
movie f o r  ecommic motives. E f f e c t i v e  p r o t e s t  must be d i rec ted a t  those products with which 
Universa l  a n t i c i p a t e s  p r o f i t i n g  from us. 'E.T.' is  t h e  most visible product we can boycott  t o  
express  o u r  d i sp leasure .  

-- O f f e r  l e t t e r s .  Braidfoot  c a l l e d  f o r  Scuthern B a p t i s t s  "to presen t  an o f fe r ing  cf l e t t e r s  
t o  Universa l  which does  two th ings:  expresses  d i sp leasure  with Universal f o r  r e l eas ing  t h e  f i l m  
and i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  we w i l l  na t a t t e n d  i t  and communicates tha t  we w i l l  not buy 'E.T.' 

"Obtain a copy of  t h e  f l l m  adver t i sement  ( f o r  'E.T.') which is available a t  many video 
r e n t a l  shops and i n c l u d e  it i n  t h e  l e t t e r  as t a n g i b l e  evidence of s i n c e r i t y  and t~ c a l l  a t t e n t i o r  
t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  product ,  h e  suggested. 

L e t t e r s  should be addressed t o  Tom Pollock, chairman, Motion Picture Group, 100 Universal 
Ci ty  P laza ,  Universa l  C i ty ,  C a l i f .  9 1608. Pol loekvs  telephone number is (818) 777-1000. 

--more- 
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-- A c t  Chr i s t - l ike .  "I am g r e a t l y  concerned about t h e  image o f  Chr i s t i ans  which is being 
developed regarding t h e  p r o t e s t , "  Bra id foo t  said. "1 would urge Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  a b s t a i n  
from anti-Semitism and t o  s e p a r a t e  o u r s e l v e s  from t h r e a t s  of v iolence  such as spraying p a i n t  on 
t h e a t e r  s c r e e n ,  p u t t i n g  glue on a bathroom floor and defacing a thea te r .  I 

''Many persons  who a t t e n d  t h e  t h e a t e r  w i l l  do so based on cur ios i ty .  Christ will b e s t  be 
served by a p r o t e s t  t h a t  a l s o  p r e s e n t s  Jesus of Nazareth i n  a p o s i t i v e  way." I -- Presen t  t h e  t r u t h .  liThe most p o s i t i v e  manner to  respond Ea t h e  movie is fo r  Scuthern . . B a p t i s t s  and o t h e r  concerned C h r i s t i a n s  t o  be p resen t  a t  t h e a t e r s ,  n o t  only t o  p r o t e s t  b u t  a l so  
t o  d i s t r i b u e  l i t e r a t u r e  such as paperback New Testaments or copies  o f  one o f  the gospels,"  h e  
said.  "We should seek t o  p r e s e n t  c u r i o u s  moviegoers with t h e  t r u t h  about Jesus of Nazareth. I 

"Many of our churches are i n  communities where t h e  movie w i l l  not be shown. A marvelous 
sign of  s o l i d a r i t y  with our  b r o t h e r s  and sisters i n  Chr is t  would be f o r  many of  these churches t 
take s p e c i a l  o f f e r i n g s  t o  buy New Testaments f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a t  t h e a t e r s  where t h e  movie is I 
being shown." 

Committee c a u t i o n s  
troubled l seminary By R.C. Puckett  

Bap t i s t  P ress  
8/19/88 I 

VAKE FOREST, N .C. (BP )--Southeastern B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary, is "a very t roubled 
campus and divided i n ~ t i t u t i o n , ~  according to a r e p o r t  f i l e d  with t h e  Associat ion of Theological  
Schools i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  and Canada. I 

The r e p o r t  says  t r u s t e e s  of t h e  38-year-old school i n  Wake. Fores t ,  N.C.  apparently a r e  
n ~ l e a r e r ~ a b o u t  t h e i r  r o l e  as  agen t s  o f  t h e  Scuthern Bap t i s t  Convention than about t h e i r  f'ull 
fiducdary r o l e  as t r u s t e e s .  

It d e t a i l s  events a t  t h e  seminary dur ing t h e  pas t  year ,  including measures taken by t r u s t e e  
t o  more c l o s e l y  c o n t r o l  f a c u l t y  s e l e c t i o n ,  the res ignat ions  of t h e  school ' s  president and tog 
admin i s t ra to r s  and campus concern over  those  events. I 

A three-member committee v i s i t e d  t h e  seminary on behalf  of t h e  assoc ia t ion  i n  mid-March and 
interviewed r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  admin i s t ra t ion ,  t r u s t e e s ,  f acu l ty  and s tudents .  Its r e p o r t  was 
presented t o  t h e  a s s a c i a t i o n l s  execut ive  comait tee in mid-June and released t;o facul ty  and 
t r u s t e e s  i n  e a r l y  August. I 

V i s i t i n g  committee members were J i m  L. Waits, v ice  pres ident  of  t h e  Candler School of 
Theology, chairman; Jack L. S t o t t s ,  p res iden t  of Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary; and 
Leog P a c a l l a ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n l s  execut ive  d i r e c t o r .  I 

The committee conducted t h e  s i t e  v i s i t a t i o n  to  ga the r  Information t h a t  would menable t h e  
( a s s o c i a t i o n ' s )  execut ive  committee to determine what impl ica t ions ,  i f  any, t h e  events  a t  t h e  
seminary may have regard ing  t h e  p roper  recogni t ion and adherence t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  academic 
freedom and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  i n t e g r i t y .  " I 

T i e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  conc lus ions  even tua l ly  w i l l  determine whether Southeastern w i l l  cont inue 
fa b e  a c c r e d i t e d  by t h e  o rgan iza t ion .  The seminary cur ren t ly  is acc red i t ed  by the a s s a c f a t i o n  
and t h e  Southern Associa t ion of Col leges  and Schools, which is scheduled to make an an-s i t e  
a c c r e d i t a t i o n  v i s i t  Sept. 14-1 6 .  I 

Trus tees t  a c t i o n s  l a s t  fall -- which ensured t h a t  only b i b l i c a l  i n e r r a n t i s t s  w i l l  be added 
to t h e  f a c u l t y  and which gave t r u s t e e s  and t h e  p res iden t ,  not the  faculty, prfmary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  s e l e c t i n g  f a c u l t y  members -- prompted the  res igna t ions  of Pres ident  W. .Randall Lolley,  Dean 
Morris Ashcraft  and six o t h e r  admin i s t ra to r s .  I 

The a s s o c i a t i o n t s  v i s i t a t i o n  committee concluded t h e  res igna t ions  o f  the  pres ident  and t h e  
dean were d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  board whlch, t h e  admin i s t ra to r s  f e l t ,  nso a l te red  
t h e i r  o f f i c e s  and j u r i s d i c t i o n s  as t o  make, it impossible f o r  them t o  c a r r y  on t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e i r  admin i s t ra t ive  r o l e s  with i n t e g r i t y .  I 
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One o f  t h e  major i s s u e s  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e  is t h e  manner i n  which facu l ty  members a r e  rec ru i t e r  
and e l e c t e d .  The r e p o r t  notes :  "In October 1987, t h e  board, without p r i o r  knowledge of t h e  
p res iden t  a l t e r e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  procedures f o r  all faculty appointments. . . . I 

" F i r s t ,  t h e  changes represented a u n i l a t e r a l  a c t i o n  by t h e  board without p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by 
e i t h e r  admin i s t ra t ion  o r  f acu l ty  and a l t e r e d  i f  not vio la ted  t h e  s c h o o l ~ s  t r a d i t i o n s  and 
p r a c t i c e s  o f  d e l i b e r a t i o n  and c o n s u l t a t i o n  with peer  facul ty  of t h e  seminary regarding mat te r s  c 
f a c u l t y  appointments, . . . I 

"Second, t h e  changes a l t e r e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  r o l e  o f  the  facu l ty  i n  t h e  appointment 
process. . . . This change is perceived a s  i n s e r t i n g  t h e  t r u s t e e s  i n  t h e  facu l ty  appointment 
process a t  a  p o i n t  t h a t  h a s  been t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  prerogat ive  OF f a c u l t y  and academic 
o f f i c e r s .  l1 

The r e p o r t  adds: "The r a t i o n a l e  o f f e r e d  by the board for t h e  changes posed severa l  
unresolved ques t ions  f o r  f a c u l t y ,  admin i s t ra to r s  and students.  The major reason given f o r  t h e  
changes was t h e  need t o  r e i n f o r c e  and s t rengthen t h e  r o l e  o f  the  p res iden t  i n  f acu l ty  
appointments. " I 

The v i s i t a t i o n  committee a l s o  focused a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  A r t i c l e s  of F a i t h ,  t h e  
official document o f  t h e  serdnary  f o r  d o c t r i n a l  gu ide l ines  f o r  t h e  facu l ty  s ince  t h e  s o h o o l f s  
incep t ion  i n  1950, was n o t  t h e  s o l e  c r i t e r i o n  used by t h e  t r u s t e e  committes on i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
in te rv iews  with cand ida tes  f o r  f a c u l t y  appointment. Such mn-seminary documents a s  t h e  Chicago 
Statement on Inerrancy a l s o  were used which, according to t h e  repor t ,  "caused considerable 
concern throughout t h e  seminary and r e s u l t e d  In  c o n f i s i m  regarding t h e  s t a t u s  and au thor i ty  of 
t h e  A r t i c l e s  o f  F a i t h  and o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  documents o f  t h e  s c h o 0 1 . ~  

Another p o i n t  of concern is t h e  "Plan o f  Actionn recommended by Lolley and approved by t h e  
t r u s t e e s  i n  t h e i r  March 1987 meeting, designed to harmonize re la t ionsh ips  between t h e  seminary 
and i t s  l a r g e r  Southern Baptist const i tuency.  "In October 1987, t h e  newly cons t i tu ted  board of 
t r u s t e e s ,  without r e sc ind ing  t h e  previously  approved plan,  undertook a course of a c t i o n  t h a t  was 
not  i n  accordance with i t  ,11 t h e  r e p o r t  says .  I 

"The metaphors used by va r ious  seminary cons t i tuenc ies  am those  f r o g  mi l i t a ry  r a t h e r  than 
acadernic s e t t i n g s , "  t h e  r e p o r t  notes .  "The p resen t  s i t u a t i o n  was described i n  terms of  'armed 
campsi dominated by a 'fox hole '  men ta l i ty  I n  search 01 'defensesf a g a i n s t  ex te rna l  and i n t e r n a l  
t h r e a t s .  I 

"It is t h e  g e n e r a l  f ind ing  of t h e  v i s i t i n g  committee t h a t  Southeastern Bap t i s t  Seminary is 
c u r r e n t l y  confronted by t h e  r e a l i t i e s  and events  t h a t  in t rude  upon i ts order ly  life and work; 
t h a t  t h e s e  r e a l i t i e s  and even t s  t h r e a t e n  or  even abrogate  t h e  capacity of t h e  seminary to  opera te  
according t o  i t s  duly c o n s t i t u t e d  documents and organizat ional  provis ions  t h a t  are i n t e r n a l  t o  
t h e  seminary; and t o  t h i s  e x t e n t ,  t h e  even t s  . . . r e f l e c t  se r ious  t h r e a t s  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
i n t e g r i t y  . . . and t o  t h e  freedoms t h a t  a r e  the condi t ion of such i n t e g r i t y .  

"The committee recognizes  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a s p e c t s  o f  i ts cur ren t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  predicament 
t ha t  a r e  rooted i n  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention over whfch the  seminary does no t have 
con t ro l .  l1 I 

The r e p o r t  also observes: "To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  these  general  f indings  a r e  a f fec ted  by o r  t h e  
consequences o f  even t s  surrounding t h e  s e r i e s  o f  adminis t ra t ive  res igna t ions ,  the  commit t e e  
d i s c e r n s  a common th read  running through them a l l ;  namely, t h e  provis ions  and p r inc ip les  i n t e r n a l  
to an  acedernic i n s t i t u t i o n  have been severe ly  threatened and i n  some ins tances  abrogated. Tt is  
t h e  judgment of  t h e  commit t e e  t h a t  u n t i l  t h e s e  i n t e r n a l  p r inc ip les  and provis ions  a r e  r es to red ,  
t h e  immediate f u t u r e  o f  t h e  seminary w i l l  remain a troubled one.' 

The a s s o c i a t i o n v s  a c c r e d i t i n g  commission now has a copy of the r e p o r t  and has been asked to 
consider  t h e  seminaryf s case .  

--3O-- 
(Also c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h i s  s t o r y  was Marv Knox of  t h e  Bap t i s t  Press c e n t r a l  o f f i ce . )  
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Committee r e p o r t  draws 
concern from seminary BY Marv Knox I 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BPI--A cau t ionary  r e p o r t  from a major accred i t ing  agency has produced 
concern among Southeas tern  B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary o f f i c i a l s .  I 

. . The Associa t ion of Theological  Schools i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  and Canada s e n t  a s i t e  
v i s i t a t i o n  committee t o  in te rv iew t r u s t e e s ,  admin i s t ra to r s ,  facul ty  and s tudents  a t  t h e  Wake 

. Fores t ,  N.C., school  i n  March. That  v i s i t  came a t  t h e  end of a six-marrth period i n  which: 

-- Trus tees  s t rengthened t h e i r  c o n t r o l  over t h e  seminary, ensuring t h a t  only b i b l i c a l  
i n e r r a n t i s t s  could be h i r e d  as p ro fessors .  1 

-- Pres iden t  W. Randall Lo l l ey ,  Dean Morris Ashcraft  and s i x  other adminis t ra tors  res igned,  I 
-- Trus tees  e l e c t e d  Lewis A.  Drummond, evangelism professor a t  Scatham Bapt i s t  Theological  

. ' Seminary i n  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky., as  L o l l e y f s  successor.  I 
The v i s i t a t i o n  committee ' 8  r e p o r t  was presented t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n t s  executive committee i n  

. June and l a t e r  was forwarded to t h e  seminary. It expressed concern about recent  events a t  t h e  
seminary, cautioned a g a i n s t  a c t i o n s  which could impair  t h e  school's effect iveness  and o f f e r e d  it. 
s e r v i c e s  t o  h e l p  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  i s sue .  , 

The r e p o r t  h a s  been forwarded t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n f s  acc red i t ing  c o m i s s i m ,  with t h e  request  
t h a t  t h e  commission examine Southea~stern  more c lose ly .  

Trus tee  Chairman Robert D. Crowley t o l d  B a p t i s t  Press:  "I'm taking it ( t h e  comrnitteefs 18- 
page r e p o r t )  very ,  very se r ious ly .  I wrote an 11-page l e t t e r  i n  reply  t o  ATS, but  I don't fee l  
a t  l i b e r t y  t o  comment (on t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  t h e  i s sue ) .  . 

"1 think i t  i s  extremely c r i t i c a l  t h a t  we do n o t  l o s e  our accredi ta t ion.  I do n o t  f e e l  
' the re  is  any b a s i s  whatsoever for u s  t o  be called i n t o  question about our accredi ta t ion.  

"1 w i l l  do everything i n  my power t o  s e e  t h a t  Southeastern does m t  lose a c ~ r e d i t a t i o n . ~ ~  

Drummond downplayed t h e  impact o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t l o n l s  statement: AItts j u s t  a eompila t i o n  of 
what' they p u t  t o g e t h e r  from t h e  va r ious  in te rv iews  on t h e  campus. It's what they understood from 
t h e  va r ious  in te rv iews ,  which took place t h e  very day I was elected.  

"They haven1 t made a r e p o r t  y e t ,  i n  t h e  sense  of any kind of  r e c o m e n d a t i ~ n . ~  

Drummond sa id  h e  does  rat b e l i e v e  Southeastern 's  acc red i t a t ion  is i n  danger, adding: "We're 
doing f i n e ,  I th ink.  Get t ing ready f o r  a good f a l l . "  

However, Richard Hes te r ,  outgoing p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Southeastern chapter of  t h e  American 
Associat ion o f  Univers i ty  P rofessors ,  took a d i f f e r e n t  view. "1 th ink the acc red i t a t ion  is i n  
ques t ion,"  h e  s a i d .  "These p rocesses  move slowly, but  . . . t h e  acc red i t a t ion  s t a t u s  c e r t a i n l y  is  
i n  question." 

He charac te r i zed  t h e  Associa t ion of  Theological  Schools statement as except ional ly  
thorough r e p o r t  by a n  a c c r e d i t i n g  agency. . . . ATS f e e l s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  S a t h e a s t e r n  calls f o r  
t h e  c l o s e s t  p o s s i b l e  examination and c a l l s  f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  to take a very se r i aus  look a t  
what has happened o v e r  t h e  p a s t  12 months." 

A p r e s s  s t a t ement  i s s u e d  by t h e  American Associat ion of University Profeasorsr  chap te r  
noted: "The r e p o r t  of  t h e  AT3 execu t ive  committee makes c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  i n i t f a t i v e  naw l i e s  with 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and t r u s t e e s  o f  Southeas tern  Seminary t o  respond to concerns ra i sed  by t h e  
ATS. A prompt, p o s i t i v e  response ;. . is needed. 

*The r e p o r t  of t h e  s i t e  v i s i t a t i o n  committee appears  accurate  and fair. . . . It is no t  a 
r e p o r t  aimed a t  c r i t i c i z i n g  o r  censur ing t h e  t r u s t e e s .  Rather, it i s  an a t tempt  t o  clarify t h e  
appropr ia te  r o l e  of  t h e  t r u s t e e s  i n  t h e  governance o f  t h e  school and t o  i d e n t i f y  t r u s t e e  a c t i o n s  
t h a t  have exceeded p roper  governance funct ions .  

--more -- 
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Hester noted t h e  r e p o r t  d i d  n o t  ques t ion t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  facul ty  and pledged t h e  
f a c u l t y ' s  support  and cooperation.  

The Associat ion of  Theological  Schools " is  n o t  i n  t h e  business  of  kicking schools out ,"  s a f  
Leon Pacala ,  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  organizat ion.  He affirmed t h e  value of Southeastern fo r  
theo log ica l  education and s a i d  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  works t o  s t rengthen schools,  rot find excuses t o  
deny a c c r e d i t a t i o n .  

The a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  a c t i o n  regarding a c c r e d i t a t i o n  is only one area with which t h e  a s s o c i a t i c  
d e a l s ,  Pacala added. "There a re  ' i s sues  o f  cond i t ions  wi thin  an i n s t i t u t i o n  -- t h e  hea l th  o f  thc 
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a r e  all mat te r s  of  
concern i n  a genera l  sense tn  h e  'said. 

The a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  o t h e r  concerns a r e  f o r  " the  e f fec t iveness  with which an i n s t i t u t i o n  
c a r r i e s  o u t  i t s  own purposes,  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i f e ,  how wel l  an i n s t i t u t i o n  is 
organized,  t h e  morale o f  an i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  t r ends  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  shows," he added. 
ltObviously, these  a r e  a l s o  i s s u e s  i n  a c c r e d i t a t i o n ,  bu t  .. . we're ta lking about a system t h a t  i s  
more comprehensive than  j u s t  t h e  sum o f  i t s  ind iv idua l  par ts ."  

Accredi ta t ion is important  f o r  schools  because o f  t h e  nature  o f  American education, Pacala 
s a i d ,  no t ing  t h e  government does n o t  have a c e n t r a l  c e r t i e i n g  o f f i ce ,  s o  nat ional ly  recognized 
a c c r e d i t i n g  agencies v a l i d a t e  t h e  e f fec t iveness  o f  schools.  I 

"Accredi ta t ion is  t h e  b a s i s  on which t h e  education a t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  is recognized by o t h e r  
i n s t i t u  t ionsVf and by o u t s i d e  o rgan iza t ions ,  he sa id .  Accredi ta t ion a l lows s tuden t s t  work a t  a 
school t o  be v a l i d a t e d ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  may t r a n s f e r  to another  school, continue education i r  
a graduate  program o r  be recognized as profess i tmal ly  t ra ined.  I 

"The process  of  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  h a s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  value," he added. i s  a means whereby a 
school undergoes systematic assessment of  resources  and procedums that are considered by 
educators  a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  e f f e c t i v e  opera t ion  of an  educat ional  ins t i tu t ion . "  I 

The a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  withdrawn a c c r e d i t a t i o n  from member schools ,  but  t h a t  ac t ion  is  unusual ,  
Pacala r epor ted .  Decis ions  concerning the a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  ,are  t h e  province of  i t s  
commission on a c c r e d i t a t i o n ,  which w i l l  consider  Southeastern 's  case, he  said. I 

"Southeastern is a very s i g n i f i c a n t  resdurce f o r  theo log ica l  educat ionln  he noted. nits 
well-being is a very important  m a t t e r  f o r  the  assoc ia t ion .  We want to  make sure  t h a t  whatever we 
do we do i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of S o u t h e a ~ t e r n . ~  

--3o-- 
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