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Missionary f a c e s  cha rges  
i n  Indian  h o s p i t a l  d i s p u t e  

BANGALORE, Ind ia  (BPI--The missionary a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  Southern B a p t i s t s  ' h o s p i t a l  i n  
Bangalore,  I n d i a ,  w i l l  f a ce  c r i m i n a l  proceedings  i n  l a t e  Ju ly  soon a f t e r  s h e  r e t u r n s  t o  Ind i a  
from a s h o r t  s t a y  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

The miss ionary ,  Rebekah Naylor,  has  been accused o f  breaking  a l a w  t h a t  governs t h e  

I 
ope ra t ion  o f  f a c t o r i e s  by l ead ing  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  reducing  its work fo rce .  The Squthern B a p t i s t  
Foreign Mission Board has  r e t a i n e d  l e g a l  counse l  f o r  h e r  i n  t h e  c a s e ,  and t h e  hea r ings  have been 
rescheduled  s e v e r a l  t imes.  

"We 're n o t  a f a c t o r y , "  s a i d  Naylor,  a surgeon from For t  Worth, Texas, who came t o  Bangalore 
a f t e r  being appointed i n  1973. "The very i s s u e  of  any h o s p i t a l  be ing  a f a c t o r y  is r id i cu lous . "  

I A l a b o r  r educ t ion  by 39 employees t r i g g e r e d  a d i s p u t e  between union workers and h o s p i t a l  
' o f f i c i a l s .  Angry workers hung an e f f i g y  of Naylor a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ' s  f r o n t  g a t e s  l a s t  June and 

burned i t  s i x  months l a t e r .  

Naylor s a i d  she  found ou t  on a Saturday i n  mid-December t h a t  a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  held a warran t  
f o r  h e r  a r r e s t  b u t  would give h e r  u n t i l  t h e  nex t  Monday t o  appear  i n  c o u r t  and pay bond. L a t e r  
s h e  l ea rned  t h e  warran t  s p e c i f i e d  she  n o t  be allowed o u t  an b a i l .  Without a warning, s h e  would 
have been r equ i r ed  t o  spend t h e  weekend i n  j a i l ,  s h e  s a i d .  

I The l a b o r  cutback came a s  t h e  Foreign Mission Board began t o  reduce  its subsidy t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l ,  which has  been a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  Southern B a p t i s t  miss ion  work i n  fnd i a  s i n c e  its 
d e d i c a t i o n  i n  1973. I n  keeping wi th  a worldwide p o l i c y ,  t h e  board is moving toward making a l l  
such h o s p i t a l s  se l f - suppor t ing .  

A t  i t s  June meeting, t h e  board approved i n  p r i n c i p l e  a proposa l  t o  r e l e a s e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Medical Col lege  i n  Vel lore ,  I nd i a .  Under t h e  proposed 
agreement, t h e  board would cont inue  t o  own t h e  mu l t i -mi l l i on  d o l l a r  f a c i l i t y  and a s s i g n  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  i t .  The medical c o l l e g e  would manage it and r e c e i v e  dec reas ing  s u b s i d i e s  from 
t h e  board dur ing  t h e  nex t  f ive yea r s .  

I P a s t o r s  should i m p i r e ,  
n o t  r u l e ,  Hobbs s a y s  

--3O-- 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
By Sarah Zimmerman (& flh> 6/29/88 

I OKLAHOMA CITY (BPI--%@ r e s o l u t i o n  l abe l ed  "pr ies thood o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r n  passed by messengers 
a t  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention would be b e t t e r  c a l l e d  l lau thor i ty  o f  p a s t o r s l n  a Southern 
B a p t i s t  sta tesman s a i d .  

( t h e  r e s o l u t i o n )  a f f i r m s  the b e l i e f  of t h e  p r i e s thood  of t h e  b e l i e v e r .  The i s s u e  is 
p a s t o r a l  a u t h o r i t y l W  said Herschel  H. Hobbs, pa s to r  emer i tu s  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Oklahoma 
C i t y  and chairman of t h e  committee which wrote t h e  B a p t i s t  Fa i th  and Message statement. 

I The pr ies thood o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r  namong o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  means t h a t  each person can read and 
i n t e r p r e t  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  as he f e e l s  l e d  by t h e  Holy S p i r i t , "  Hobbs s a i d  i n  an a r t i c l e  he wrote 
a f t e r  t h e  convention.  The p r i n c i p l e  of s o u l  competency "means t h a t  each person d e a l s  d i r e c t l y  
With God wi thout  need for  any human mediator ,  and t h a t  he is re spons ib l e  t o  God al6ne.n 
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S The r e s o l u t i o n  a f f i r m s  t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  bu t  emphasizes t h e  " r o l e ,  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a u t h o r i t y  of  t h e  p a ~ t o r . ~  O f  t h e  20,000 messengers p r e s e n t  fo r  t h e  vo t e ,  
10,950 o r  54.75 pe rcen t ,  voted t o  approve t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  Although approved by messengers, 
r e s o l u t i o n s  a r e  n o t  b ind ing  on local churches.  

The ve r se  c i t e d  i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  suppor t  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  p a s t o r  is Hebrews 13: 17 which 
beg ins ,  i n  t h e  King James Version,  "Obey them t h a t  have t h e  r u l e  over  you.lt During an  in t e rv i ew  
a f t e r  t h e  convention,  Hobbs s a i d  t he  Greek word f o r  * r u l e 1  i n  t h a t  v e r s e  is t r a n s l a t e d  " the  one 
who is i n  f r o n t  o f  you." 

The r o l e  of t h e  p a s t o r  is n l e a d e r s h i p  and inspiration," Hobbs said. "Be is n o t  t o  r u l e .  He 
is t o  lead  i n  p lanning  and t o  i n s p i r e  coope ra t ion  and gu ide  t h e  people.ll A pas to r  i s  t o  be an  
e l d e r  o r  counse lor ,  an ove r see r  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  and a shepherd o r  p a s t o r ,  he added. 

Hobbs noted t h a t  t h e  Apostle Paul  s a i d  he could have ordered  t h e  church t o  do  some th ing ,  but  
i n s t e a d  Paul  urged it t o  a c t i o n  and appea led  t o  reason.  

A d i c t a t o r s h i p  is " f a r  more e f f i c i e n t w  than  a democracy, Hobbs s a i d ,  because d e c i s i o n s  a r e  
made f a s t e r .  "It t a k e s  a democracy time t o  g e t  moving, bu t  when i t  does ,  it w i l l  r un  over  a 
d i c t a t o r s h i p  every time." 

The B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message, a s t a t emen t  of B a p t i s t  b e l i e f s  adopted by t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention i n  1963, n o t e s  t h a t  i n  t h e  church members are equal-ly r e spons ib l e ,  but i t s  
s c r i p t u r a l  o f f i c e r s  are p a s t o r s  and deacons. 

The r e s o l u t i o n  s a y s  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  p r i e s thood  o f  b e l i e v e r  has  been used t o  " j u s t i f y  wrongl'j 
t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  a  C h r i s t i a n  may b e l i e v e  whatever he so chooses and still be cons idered  a l o y a l  , 
Southern Bap t i s t . "  

Hobbs agreed t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  could be abused. llWhile we do b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  s o u l l s  
competency and pr ies thood o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  it should not be  cons t rued  t o  mean you can b e l i e v e  
j u s t  anyth ing  and be i n  harmony with accepted  b e l i e f s  o f  B a p t i s t s ,  h e  s a i d .  

The B a p t i s t  Fa i th  and Message d e f i n e s  a B a p t i s t  church a s  an llautonomous body, ope ra t ing  
through democrat ic  p roces se s  under  t h e  Lordship of J e s u s  Chr i s t . "  Hobbs said: "Many people 
i n t e r p r e t  t h a t  a s  'we're a  B a p t i s t  church. Nobody can t e l l  u s  what t o  do. " 

However, Hobba noted B a p t i s t s  a r e  a "body of people he ld  t o g e t h e r  by c e r t a i n  b a s i c  b e l i e f s . "  
The church is t o  o p e r a t e  "under the  Lordship of J e s u s  Christ. We a r e  n o t  f r e e  t o  do  a s  we 
p l e a s e  b u t  as C h r i s t  p l e a s e s , "  he  po in t ed  o u t .  The p r i e s thood  o f  b e l i e v e r s  and s o u l  competency 
"are n o t  blank checks  t o  b e  f i l l e d  i n  by each person as h e  w i l l s . "  

B a p t i s t s  are "independent people who exp res s  t h e i r  independence through voluntary  
coope ra t ion ,  Hobbs added. 

I P e t e r  2:9 is one o f  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  used f o r  t h e  b i b l i c a l  b a s i s  a f  pr ies thood of  t h e  
b e l i e v e r .  Hobbs noted t h e  v e r s e  a l s o  s t r e s s e s  t h e  " r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  p r i e s thood  i n  miss ions  and ! 
evangelism t o  b r i n g  t h e  whole world t o  J e s u s  Chr i s t . "  

Concerning o t h e r  convention con t rove r sy ,  Hobbs s a i d  "Our agenc i e s  a r e  coopera t ing  i n  a 
mawelous  way (wi th  Peace Committee recommendations). The f'uss is coming from those  f a c t i o n s  
ove r  which no one h a s  c o n t r o l ,  except  t h e i r  c o n ~ c i e n c e . ~  

The l o c a l  church should n o t  s u f f e r ,  Hobbs said, "as long  as we keep it a t  t h e  top.  It may 
h u r t  o u r  i n f l u e n c e  wi th  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  b u t  i t  won't h u r t  t h e  l o c a l  c h u ~ c h  u n l e s s  t h e  p a s t o r s  
who g e t  involved  take it back t o  t h e i r  churches." 

One major problem Hobbs s e e s  i n  t h e  convent ion  is t h e  l a c k  of knowledge about  B a p t i s t  
d o c t r i n e :  "We have grown a generation t h a t  does  n o t  know o u r  B a p t i s t  h e r i t a g e  o r  b e l i e f s .  These 
young p reache r s  were wearing d i a p e r s  o r  were i n  rompers 25 y e a r s  ago  (when t h e  B a p t i s t  Fai th  and 
Message was adopted.) I would d a r e  say they haven ' t  r ead  it." 

--30-- 
(Zimmerman is a s s i s t a n t  e d i t o r  of t h e  B a p t i s t  Messenger, Oklahoma B a p t i s t s t  newsjournal.) 
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, Southeastern t rus tees  
e l ec t  2 new o f f i ce r s  

WAKE FOREST, N .C. (BPI--Trus tees  of Southeastern Baptist  Theological Seminary in  Wake 
Forest, N.C., have elected G. Paul Fletcher and George E. Worrell a s  vice presidents for  internal  
a f f a i r s  and external a f f a i r s ,  respectively, e f fec t ive  July 1. 

The hir ings f i l l  two of three vacant spots on the administration of Southeastern, which were 
l e f t  vacant when five top o f f i c i a l s  -- including then President Randall LolLey and Academic Dean 
Morris Ashcraft -- announced t h e i r  resignations in  November 1987, in disagreement with t rus tees  
over the direct ion of the seminmary. 

Current President Lewis A. Drummond, who took of f ice  April 1 ,  said a search i s  underway for 
a vice president fo r  academic a f f a i r d d e a n  of the faculty.  

Fletcher,  a s s i s t an t  t o  the president fo r  business a f f a i r s  a t  the seminary since 1980, w i l l  
be responsible for in te rna l  a f f a i r s ,  including f inancial ,  information, plant and student 
services.  He is a native of Virginia and a graduate of Wake Forest University. Pr ior  to  joining 
Southeastern he was d i rec tor  of development a t  Judson College in  Marion, Ala., and i n  private 
business. 

Fletcher,  48, was appointed l a s t  f a l l  by t rus tees  t o  provide t rans i t iona l  services between 
the resignation of Lolley and the coming of Drummond. 

Worrell, 58, director  of evangelism f o r  the Missouri Baptist Convention in Jefferson City, 
wi l l  be responsible for  f inancial  development, alumni a f f a i r s ,  admissions and public relat ions.  
He is a native of Texas and a graduate of Texas Technological University and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary i n  Fort Worth, Texas. 

Prior to  joining the Missouri convention, he was in  the evangelism division of the Raptist  
General Convention of Texas and pastor of two Texas churches. 

--3o-- 

Seminary professor ge t s  
FMB urban t raining award 

Baptist Press 
6/29/88 

ATLANTA (BP )--Larry McSwain, professor of church and community a t  Southern Baptist  
Theological Seminafy , i n  Louisville,  Ky . , has received an award for  s ign i f icant  contributions t o  
urban t raining among Southern Baptists.  

McSwain received the recognition during the annual meeting of the Urban Training Cooperative 
advisory commit tee,  

The cooperative is a joint  venture of the denomination's s ix  seminaries and t h e  metropolitan 
missions department of the Southern Baptist  Home Mission Board. It was founded in 1973 to help 
individuals and churches achieve a more e f fec t ive  Christian mission in an urban society. 

The honor recognizes Meswain's involvement i n  a t  l e a s t  50 urban t raining events during the 
past 15 years. He also has produced research on urban issues for  the Home Mission Board's mega 
focus c i t i e s  and multi-family housing programs. 

McSwain is the fourth recipient  of the award, which was presented by Jere Allen, director  of 
the board's metropolitan missions department. 

--3o-- 

Rogers, Gregory messages 
available on vf deotape 

Baptist  Press 
6/29/88 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Videotapes of addresses by Adrian P. Rogers and Joel Gregory t o  the Southern 
Baptist  Convention annual meeting t h i s  summer are available from the Baptis t  Telecommunication 
Network. 

--more-- 



6/29/88 Page 4 B a p t i s t  P re s s  

Rogers, who ended h i s  term a s  SBC p r e s i d e n t  du r ing  t h e  annual  meeting June 14-16 i n  San 
Antonio, Texas, de l ive red  t h e  annual  p r e s i d e n t ' s  add re s s .  Gregory, p a s t o r  o f  T rav i s  Avenue 
B a p t i s t  Church i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas, preached t h e  convent ion  sermon, 

Requests by messengers t o  t h e  annua l  meeting have prompted BTN t o  s e l l  t h e  t a p e s ,  according 
t o  a spokesperson f o r  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday School  Board. 

The t a p e s  o f  each  message cost $24.95 and may be  ordered  through t h e  Sunday School Board's 
t o l l - f r e e  te lephone  number, 1 -800-458-BSs~. 

Jimmy Edwards, vice p r e s i d e n t  f o r  church programs and s e r v i c e s ,  s a i d  t h e  messages were taped 
a s  p a r t  of  BTN1s l i v e  gavel- to-gavel  coverage of t h e  convent ion  meeting t r ansmi t t ed  t o  
churches and through many c a b l e  systems throughout  t h e  country.  

"Since t h e  convent ion ,  we have had numerous r e q u e s t s  f o r  t h e s e  messages," he s a i d .  
--3Q-- 

L e t t e r s  overwhelm 
missionary k i d s  By Frank kh. White 

p $65 B a p t i s t  Press  
6/29/88 

NASHVILLE (BPI - -Sund~es  and c r a t e s  o f  l e t t e r s  from Sunday school  c h i l d r e n  have overwhelmed 
four  missionary c h i l d r e n  and t h e i r  families i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  and o f f e r e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  w i tnes s  
t o  o t h e r s .  

The fou r  f o r e i g n  and home missionary c h i l d r e n  were s i n g l e d  o u t  t o  r e c e i v e  mail  from f i r s t -  
and second-grade Sunday school  c h i l d r e n  as an  activity i n  t h e  Ju ly  1987 u n i t  of  Bible Learners  i n  
t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board 's foundat ion  series. 

The u n i t  was w r i t t e n  by Rob Sanders  whi le  a t  Midwestern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  
Kansas C i t y ,  Yo. He now is  a c o n s u l t a n t  i n  c h i l d r e n ' s  work i n  t h e  boa rd ' s  church t r a i n f n g  
department. 

"The u n i t  was about  c a r i n g  f o r  church f r i e n d s .  I was looking  f o r  conc re t e  ways c h i l d r e n  
could r e l a t e  t o  t h i s , "  s a i d  Sanders. wInvolv ing  MKS (miss ionary  k i d s )  would be a novel  
exper ience  f o r  many o f  t h e  ch i ld ren . "  

Two o f  t h e  miss ionary  c h i l d r e n  r ece ived  s t a c k s  o f  ma i l  even though they  had changed 
l o c a t i o n s  from t h e  time t h e  m a t e r i a l  was w r i t t e n  u n t i l  i t  appeared i n  p r i n t ,  

One became somewhat of  a c e l e b r i t y  while  on fu r lough  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  h i s  mother s a i d .  
"It was a double b l e s s i n g  f o r  us. When we v i s i t e d  churches ,  people recognized u s  and s a i d  they 
had r e a d  abou t  u s  i n  Sunday schoo1,n s a i d  Claudia Boyd, mother of nine-year-old David Boyd. 

The Boyds were m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  Colombia when t h e  Sunday school  m a t e r i a l  was w r i t t e n ,  but  
they moved t o  Argentina a f t e r  fur lough.  

Only a few months ago ,  t h e  Boyda r ece ived  c r a t e s  w i th  t h e i r  be longings  from Colombia. 
Included i n  t h e  shipment were f i v e  boxes of mail f o r  David. 

A t  t h e  t ime,  David had a virus and was i n  bed f o r  s e v e r a l  days. H i s  Argentine f r i e n d s  
helped h i s  mother open t h e  l e t t e r s  and l i s t e n e d  as  s h e  r e a d  t h e  hundreds o f  l e t t e r s  t o  him. 

. . ... C 

I "It h a s  been a n e a t  test imony t o  t e l l  them t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  people i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  a r e  
praying  f o r  David, s h e  s a i d .  

David shared  many of t h e  pencils,  s t i c k e r s  and o t h e r  items i n  t h e  le t ters  wi th  h i s  Argentine 
f r i e n d s .  

Sarah Sohmidt, a l s o  i n  Argentina w i th  her miss ionary  p a r e n t s ,  Randal l  and Cindy Schmidt, 
r ece ived  more t han  1,000 le t ters ,  Boyd said. 

The Schmidts l i v e  i n  a r mote area of Argentina and could  n o t  be contac ted .  However, they 
have a computer and are a t t empt ing  t o  respond t o  t h e  letters.  

--more -- 
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L Timothy Gramly , a s s o c i a t e  p a s t o r  a t  T r i n i t y  B a p t i s t  Church i n  S tockton ,  Calif., said h i s  
daughter  Shelly rece ived  t h e  l e t t e r s  by way o f  Iowa, where he  had been a church p l a n t e r  when t h e  
Sunday school  m a t e r i a l s  were w r i t t e n  t h r e e  y e a r s  ago. 

The p o s t  o f f i c e  i n  Onawa, Iowa, bundled t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  forward t o  s ix-year-old Shel ly .  

"They came i n  a t r i c k l e  a t  f i rst .  Then we s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  bundles. F i n a l l y ,  they  began t o  
t r i c k l e  i n  a g a i n ,  " Gramly s a i d .  

He r epo r t ed  She l ly  enjoyed t h e  l e t t e r s  even though s h e  was unable t o  r ead  most of them 
h e r s e l f .  

John G i l b e r t ,  a missionary t o  Chile, t r i e d  t o  keep a t a l l y  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  h i s  daughter  
B r i t t n e y  rece ived .  By Apr i l  1988, t h e  t o t a l  was l , 2 l l  from 44 s t a t e s .  L e t t e r s  continued t o  
a r r i v e  and now t o t a l  more t han  1,500,  G i l b e r t  s a i d .  

B r i t t n e y ,  an eight-year-old second g r a d e r ,  s a i d  t h e  letters made h e r  feel good through t h e  
year .  Some people a r e  w r i t i n g  a second t ime,  she  s a i d .  

--3O-- 

FM3 names Tom Prevos t  pN cpQ B a p t i s t  P re s s  
I 

t o  d i r e c t  l a y  s t r a t e g y  6/29/88 

RICHMOND, Va. @PI--Tom E. P revos t  w i l l  d i r e c t  a new s t r a t e g y  des igned  t o  make b e t t e r  use of  
t h e  growing r anks  of  Southern B a p t i s t s  l i v i n g  ove r seas  who want t o  h e l p  i n  missions.  

A s  d i r e c t o r  o f  the  Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission i30ardvs newly formed i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a y  
miss ions  department ,  P r e v o s t ,  41  , w i l l  h e l p  develop new methods o f  minis t r y  ove r seas  i nvo lv ing  
Southern B a p t i s t s  and o t h e r s  n o t  cons idered  f o r e i g n  m i s s i o n a r i e s  by voca t ion .  He a l s o  w i l l  
d i r e c t  e f f o r t s  i nvo lv ing  non-missionary personnel  who f i l l  s p e c i a l  job r e q u e s t s  from t h e  f i e l d .  

The department  w i l l  h e lp  e n l i s t  people t o  work through Cooperat ive Se rv i ce s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  
an arm o f  t h e  board t h a t  r eaches  where m i s s i o n a r i e s  a r e  unwelcome. It a l s o  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  board 
l o c a t e  Southern B a p t i s t s  and o t h e r s  r h o  could spread  t h e  gospe l  i n s i d e  f o r e i g n  n a t i o n s  where they 
t r a v e l  o r  l i v e .  

A n a t i v e  o f  Jackson,  Miss., P revos t  h a s  worked a t  t h e  Foreign Mission B o a ~ d  s i n c e  1983. 
Before t h a t  he was a home missionary I n  Phoenix, Ariz . ,  and a p a s t o r  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  and West 
Vi rg in i a .  He is married t o  t h e  former Caro l  Page of Amory, Miss., and they have two sons.  

I n  ano the r  development, t h e  board h a s  named Norman N. Burnes I11 t o  d i r e c t  i t s  missionary 
l e a r n i n g  department  and A r v i l l e  S e n t e r  t o  be a s s o c i a t e  d i r e c t o r  o f  miss ionary  o r i e n t a t i o n .  
Burnes w i l l  oversee  o r i e n t a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  programs o f f e r e d  p r imar i l y  a t  t h e  Cauthen Missionary 
Learning Center  i n  Rockvi l le ,  Va. S e n t e r  w i l l  h e l p  p l an  and schedule t h e  seven-week missionary 
o r i e n t a t i o n  program. 

Burnes, from Rome, Ga., is a former p a s t o r  and Southern B a p t i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  I s r a e l  who 
has  worked a s  a missionary cand ida t e  c o n s u l t a n t  a t  t h e  board since 1981. He is married t o  t h e  
former Kathryn Ba t t en  of Rocky Mount, N .C., and they  have  t h r e e  grown c h i l d r e n .  

Sen te r ,  who grew up I n  San Angelo, Texas, and his wife ,  the  former Paul ine  McMahon o f  
F reepor t ,  Texas, were Southern B a p t i s t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  Tanzania from 1963 t o  1984. S ince  t h e n  he 
has been p a s t o r  o f  Town Eas t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Mesquite,  Texas, and coord ina ted  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s t u d e n t  program, working w i th  Afr ican  s t u d e n t s  s tudy ing  i n  the Dal las -For t  Worth area. 

They have three grown c h i l d r e n .  
--30-- 

(BPI photos mailed t o  state BapList  newspapers by Richmond bureau o f  B a p t i s t  P re s s  
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Senate ,  House approve 
revenue foregone subs idy  By Kathy Pa len  

WASHINGTON (BPI--The U.S. Senate  and House o f  Represen ta t i ves  have voted t o  main ta in  c u r r e n t  
p o s t a l  r a t e  l e v e l s  f o r  non-prof i t  m a i l e r s  through September 1989, 

Both v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  Treasury-Postal  Se rv i ce  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l  c o n t a i n  $436.4 m i l l i o n  f o r  
revenue foregone -- which s u b s i d i z e s  reduced p o s t a l  r a t e s  f o r  non-profi  t p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  i nc lud ing  
B a p t i s t  s t a t e  newspapers and some church n e w s l e t t e r s .  

During deba t e  on t h e  o v e r a l l  b i l l ,  a number o f  House members s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned t h e  
revenue foregone app rop r i a t i on .  

I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  c l e a r  up nconfhsionw o v e r  t h e  purpose o f  revenue foregone,  Rep. William D. 
Ford, D-Mich. , summariwd t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  ls background. 

"The term i t s e l f  -- revenue foregone -- derives from t h e  p o l i c y  s e t  by  Congress long  ago  
t h a t  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  p r e f e r r e d  m a i l e r s  a r e  n o t  t o  b e  charged t h e  r e g u l a r  p o s t a l  r a t e s  t h a t  most 
m a i l e r s  a r e  charged,  l1 Ford expla ined .  "The P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  foregoes  c o l l e c t i n g  t h i s  revenue from 
t h e  p r e f e r r e d  ma i l e r s .  The Congress t hen  p rov ides  t h i s  foregone revenue by means o f  an  annual  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  t h e  P o s t a l  Serv ice .  

"It i s  impor tan t  t o  no te  that t h i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  is n o t  an o p e r a t i n g  subsidy f o r  t h e  F o s t a l  
Serv ice .  Rather ,  it is  necessary  t o  f u r t h e r  congres s iona l  p o l i c y  t h a t  c e r t a i n  m a i l e r s  should n o t  
pay t h e  f u l l  r a t e e n  

Ford cont inued:  nIf Congress does  n o t  provide  a s u f f i c i e n t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i n  any p a r t i c u l a r  
yea r ,  t h e  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  is empowered by law t o  raise t h e  p r e f e r r e d  r a t e s  t o  t h e  l e v e l  necessary  
t o  make up t h e  d i f f e r ence .  Th i s  h a s  happened i n  the  p a s t .  Because o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  s h o r t f a l l s  
i n  fiscal y e a r  1986, t h e  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  r a i s e d  p r e f e r r e d  r a t e s  i n  January 1986 by an average  of 
about  30 percent .  S t i l l  a n o t h e r  rate i n c r e a s e  became e f f e c t i v e  on March 9 ,  1986. 

"The overwhelming ma jo r i t y  o f  revenue foregone d o l l a r s  each y e a r  goes  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  of non- 
p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  many of  which are still struggling t o  r ecove r  from the  f i n a n c i a l  blows o f  
t h e  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1986 r a t e  increases . l l  

The b i l l ' s  two v e r s i o n s  -- which c o n t a i n  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s e c t i o n s  o t h e r  t han  t h e  P o s t a l  
Se rv i ce  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  -- now g o  t o  a Senate-House conference  committee t o  work ou t  t hose  
d i f f e r e n c e s .  Once a compromise is reached ,  t h e  b i l l  must be s igned  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  be fo re  
becoming law. 

A memo fram James C. M i l l e r  111, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  Management and Budget, has 
i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  may ve to  t h e  b i l l  i n  i ts  p r e s e n t  form. Although P r e s i d e n t  Reagan 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  has  opposed t h e  revenue foregone subs idy ,  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  were c i t e d  by M i l l e r  a s  
causes  f o r  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  ve to .  

Such a ve to  most l i k e l y  would be  over r idden  s i n c e  bo th  houses passed t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  by more 
than  t h e  two- th i rds  ma jo r i t y  t h a t  would be needed f o r  an  ove r r ide .  

--3O-- 

S o v i e t  p h y s i c i a n s  l e a r n  
eye  technique  En Memphis 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
6/29/88 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BPI- hey d i d n l  t look any d i f  fereat from o t h e r  B a p t i s t  Memorial Hosp i t a l  
o p e r a t i n g  room personnel  i n  p r o t e c t i v e  gowns, pan t s  and s u r g i c a l  masks, b u t  when they  spoke, i t  
was i n  Russian. 

For  two weeks i n  June,  Glinchuk Yaroslav and Alekse i  Kharizov, phys i c i ans  from t h e  Moscow 
Research I n s t i t u t e  of Eye Microsurgery i n  the Soviet Union v i s i t e d  Memphis, Tenn., t o  observe  
techniques  developed by Steve Char l e s ,  an op tha lmologis  t on B a p t i s t  H o s p i t a l ' s  s t a f f  who invented  
and p e r f e c t e d  techniques  and t o o l s  f o r  a d e l i c a t e  eye o p e r a t i o n  c a l l e d  v i t r e o r e t i n a l  surgery .  

--more-- 
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3 Charles met t h e  two S o v i e t s  when h e  v i s i t e d  Russia  i n  August o f  1987. "These guys care 
about  their p a t i e n t s ,  Charles s a i d ,  adding ,  "They have  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  work. ... They have t h e  
same c a s e  mix ( o f  p a t i e n t s ) ,  t h e  same needs ,  t h e  same e th i c s . l l  

Kharizov s a i d  medical  problems i n  t h e  Sov ie t  Union a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  llWe have t h e  same d i s e a s e s ,  t h e  same problems, same equipment," he  sa id ,  adding smoking 
and d r ink ing  a r e  s e r i o u s  concerns  t h e r e ,  as he re .  

He s a i d  Sov ie t  p h y s i c i a n s  r e c e i v e  s i m i l a r  t r a i n i n g ,  undergoing s i x  y e a r s  o f  medical 
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  followed by two y e a r s  i n  t h e i r  medical  s p e c i a l t y ,  I n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  d o c t o r s  
r e c e l v e  f i v e  t o  10 years i n  medical  s choo l  and r e s idency  t r a i n i n g .  

Although t h e  number of female p h y s i c i a n s  in t h e  U.S. has reached 15 pe rcen t ,  i n  t h e  Sov ie t  
Union, some 50 t o  60 pe rcen t  o f  t h e  d o c t o r s  a r e  women, working i n  a l l  medical  s p e c i a l t i e s ,  
Kharizov e s t ima ted .  

American p h y s i c i a n s  ab ide  by t h e  Hippocra t ic  o a t h ,  a code of  medical  conduct  and e t h i c s  
named a f t e r  t h e  a n c i e n t  Greek phys ic ian .  S o v i e t  p h y s i c i a n s ,  Kharizov said,  s i g n  a s i m i l a r  oa th  
before beginning medical  p r a c t i c e .  

One major d i f f e r e n c e  between S o v i e t  and American medicine,  he said,  is t h a t  a11 Sov ie t  
h o s p i t a l s  a r e  government-owned and opera ted .  H i s  coun t ry  h a s  no p r i v a t e  h o s p i t a l s  such a s  
B a p t i s t  Hosp i t a l  o f  Memphis. 

--30..- 

D e t r o i t  layman p l a n s  t o  become 
a p a s t o r  by s t a r t i n g  a church By Mark Wingfield 6/29/88 

DETROIT (RP )--Henry Dorsey is n e i t h e r  a p a s t o r  n o r  a miss ionary ,  b u t  he i n t e n d s  t o  become 
both by s t a r t i n g  a church. 

He h a s n ' t  had a f a l l i n g  o u t  w i th  h i s  c u r r e n t  chu rch  o r  d i scovered  some r a d i c a l  i n s i g h t  t h e  
church p rev ious ly  ignored.  Dorsey is a Flichigan layman who s e e s  a need f o r  more churches  i n  his 
c i t y  and f e e l s  God h a s  prepared him t o  do  something a b o u t  i t .  

llChurches ought  t o  b e  as  p l en t eous  a s  shopping mal l s , l l  Dorsey says .  

He l i v e s  i n  S o u t h f i e l d ,  an upper-middle-class suburb of  D e t r o i t ,  and p l a n s  t o  begin a new 
Southern B a p t i s t  congrega t ion  t h e r e .  "A l o t  o f  people who l i v e  i n  Sou th f i e ld  have been b l e s sed  
m a t e r i a l l y  and e d u c a t i o n a l l y ,  b u t  have neve r  been churched,ll  h e  says .  "Among those  f o l k s  a r e  
people who want s a l v a t i o n .  

Dorsey h a s  t h e  suppor t  o f  h i s  p a s t o r  and o f  t h e  Michigan B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Convention. Rochelle 
Davis ,  p a s t o r  o f  Temple o f  F a i t h  B a p t i s t  Church, s a y s  Dorsey can i d e n t i f y  with h i s  t a r g e t  
congrega t ion  o f  predominantly b l ack  middle- and upper -c lass  r e s i d e n t s .  

Dorsey, 43, worked f o r  General  Motors Corp. for 20 y e a r s ,  making h l s  way through t h e  r anks  
t o  become an  e i g h  th - l eve l  supe r in t enden t  i n  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l .  He took  e a r l y  r e t i r emen t  through 
GM1s budget -cu t t ing  buyout program s o  he  could devote f u l l  t ime t o  min i s t ry .  

Although h e  had a successfU1 c a r e e r  i n  t h e  a u t o  i n d u s t r y ,  Dorsey saw t h e  buyout as a way 
f o r  him t o  f u l f i l l  a l i f e l o n g  dream to  become a m i n i s t e r .  " A l l  my l i f e r s  endeavors  have been 
p repa r ing  m e  Ear t h i s  even t , "  h e  s ays .  

God's p r e p a r a t i o n  al lowed GM t o  f i nance  a l a r g e  part of this church  start. I n  his c o r p o r a t e  
job ,  Dorsey l ea rned  t o  t each  c o u r s e s  and make p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  l a r g e  groups, s k i l l s  he w i l l  now 
apply  t o  t each ing  and preaching t h e  Bib le .  Because h e  receives a n  adequate  r e t i r e m e n t  income 
from GM, Dorsey won't be  a f i n a n c i a l  burden t o  t h e  new congregat ion.  

Even Dorseyts  e x p e r t i s e  i n  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  h a s  some bea r ing  on m i n i s t r y ,  he says :  "In t h e  
church ,  we're aiming f o r  p e r f e c t i o n .  We want people t o  s t r i v e  f o r  a s i n l e s s  l i f e . "  

--more -- 



6/29/88 Page 8 B a p t i s t  P re s s  

To supplement h i s  s e c u l a r  educa t ion ,  Dorsey is a t t e n d i n g  seminary ex t ens ion  c l a s s e s  i n  
D e t r o i t .  He v o l u n t e e r s  a t  t h e  B a p t i s t  c e n t e r  t h r e e  days  each week t o  g a i n  p r a c t i c a l  min i s t ry  
exper ience .  

Dorsey is  an a r t i c u l a t e  man wi th  a  commanding presence ,  a c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  s t r e e t  people he 
works among a t  t h e  c e n t e r  i n  downtown D e t r o i t ' s  Cass Corr idor .  

Dorsey walks through t h e  c e n t e r ' s  s e c u r i t y  door and begins  g r e e t i n g  men and women who have 
j u s t  f i n i s h e d  b r e a k f a s t .  They wear rumpled second-hand garments from t h e  c e n t e r ' s  c l o t h i n g  room; 
he wears  a s u i t  wi th  n e a t l y  pressed  s h i r t  and t i e .  

But t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  appearance makes no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  communication. Some OF t h e  c e n t e r ' s  
r e g u l a r s  have been w a i t i n g  f o r  him t o  come and soon s t r i k e  up conve r sa t ions  about  t imes  gone by. 

I n  t h e  d i n i n g  room, Dorsey announces t h e  morning B ib l e  s tudy .  He moves down t h e  h a l l  toward 
t h e  chape l ,  wi th  s e v e r a l  people t r a i l i n g  behind -- most j u s t  c u r i o u s  t o  s e e  what's going on. 

Dorsey hands ou t  B i b l e s  t o  t h e  fou r  who come i n ,  and t h e  s tudy  beg ins  wi th  prayer .  

During t h e  cou r se  of t h e  l e s s o n  on p r i d e ,  t h e  one woman i n  t h e  c l a s s  g e t s  up and wanders out  
of  t h e  chapel .  But Dorsey con t inues  t each ing  wi thout  pause,  a s  though he were t a l k i n g  with t h r e e  
of t h e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  men i n  D e t r o i t .  

Dorsey speaks  bo ld ly  about  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  h i s  va r ious  t e x t s ,  exp la in ing  meanings 
behind b i b l i c a l  words and t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  au tho r .  H i s  a b i l i t y  t o  exp la in  t h e  B i b l e  
comes from spending time s tudy ing  t h e  B i b l e ,  he t e l l s  t h e  c l a s s ,  "You've g o t  t o  t ake  B i b l e  s tudy  
s e r i o u s l y .  w 

A f t e r  t h e  Bible s t u d y ,  Dorsey answers i n d i v i d u a l  q u e s t i o n s  and then  moves quick ly  back t o  
t h e  d i n i n g  room, where a crowd h a s  assembled f o r  lunch.  Another a r e a  p a s t o r  is scheduled t o  
preach t o  t h e  group,  b u t  Dorsey h a s  a sermon prepared  j u s t  i n  c a s e  h e  is  c a l l e d  on. 

When i t  becomes e v i d e n t  t h e  scheduled speake r  w i l l  n o t  a r r i v e ,  Dorsey g l a d l y  s t e p s  i n t o  t h e  
middle of  t h e  room, opens h i s  B ib l e  and b e g i n s  speaking  pas s iona t e ly  about  God *s judgment on 
immorality . 

Dorsey s a y s  he is  always prepared t o  p reach ,  because he wants  t o  g a i n  every b i t  of  
exper ience  h e  can.  He needs  t h e  oppor tun i ty  a t  t h e  B a p t i s t  c e n t e r  a s  much a s  t h e  people t h e r e  
need t o  h e a r  him. 

This m i n i s t r y  t o  t h e  less f o r t u n a t e  is n o t  j u s t  a s t e p p i n g  s t o n e  t o  a  g r e a t e r  p o s i t i o n  f o r  
t h e  a s p i r i n g  p a s t o r ,  though. H e  i n t e n d s  t o  i nco rpo ra t e  an inne r - c i t y  m i n i s t r y  i n t o  t h e  f a b r i c  of  
his new church from t h e  beginning.  

Dorsey wants t o  t a p  t h e  s k i l l s  and r e s o u r c e s  o f  h i s  f u t u r e  suburban congrega t ion  t o  add re s s  
t h e  i l ls of t h e  d e c l i n i n g  urban neighborhoods. "The c i t y ' s  s u f f e r i n g , "  he  says .  " I 'd  like t o  
g e t  some C h r i s t i a n s  back i n  t h e  c i t y ,  because what 's  a  problem i n  t h e  c i t y  today w i l l  be a  
problem i n  t h e  suburbs  t o m o r r o ~ . ~  

Addressing t h e s e  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  opens the door f o r  meeting s p i r i t u a l  needs,  which Dorsey says  
is h i s  main concern. " I f  we s o l v e  s o c i a l  needs ,  many times t h i s  w i l l  p r epa re  s p i r i t u a l  s o i l  
where you can  p l a n t  s eeds ,  he exp la in s .  

Both i n  t h e  c i t y  and t h e  suburbs ,  evangel ism w i l l  be  a p r i o r i t y  of  h i s  new church,  Even t h e  
pre l iminary  home B ib l e  s t u d y  is p a r t  o f  t h i s  s t r a t e g y .  Dorsey is focus ing  on winning t h e  heads 
o f  households,  who w i l l  t h e n  b r i n g  t h e i r  families. 

Eugene Bragg, d i r e c t o r  of b l ack  church r e l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  convention,  s a y s  Dorseyts  
p l an  w i l l  p rove  e f f e c t i v e :  "He knows where he ' s  going. He's done a l o t  o f  t h ink ing  about  i t ,  a 
l o t  o f  planning." 

'1 want t o  t each  people t o  b e  p a r t  of the  Great Commi~sion,~ Dorsey says .  "Every member 
should mature t o  be a witness, i f  j u s t  w i t h i n  t h e i r  own block." 

--more-- 
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. * He w i l l  beg in  knocking on door s ,  house by house,  b e f o r e  he  h a s  p r o p e r t y ,  p l ans  f o r  a 
bu i ld ing  o r  an  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  f o r  h imsel f .  '$1 d o n ' t  want t o  ge t  a b u i l d i n g  and w a i t  f o r  t h e  
s i n n e r s  t o  show up, he says .  

"It's winning s o u l s  t h a t  makes a d i f f e r e n c e ,  n o t  b u i l d i n g  a l a r g e  congregat ion."  
--3!J-- 

Cooperat ive miss ions  vital 
t o  Cha r l i e  B r a z i l ' s  l i f e  

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
By Ken Camp f@6'4 6/3/28 

DALLAS (BPI- -n~har l . i e  B r a z i l n  h a s  good reason  t o  speak  h igh ly  of Southern B a p t i s t s '  
coope ra t ive  missionary and educa t iona l  work. Cooperat ive Program-supported m i n i s t r i e s  have been 
woven throughout  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  h i s  l i f e .  

Valdeci  A. da S i l v a ,  nicknamed "Charl ie  B r a z i l "  when he worked wi th  Texas Royal Ambassadors 
20 years ago,  was l e d  t o  C h r i s t  a t  age e i g h t  n e a r  h i s  home i n  Rio Largo, Alagoas, B r a z i l ,  by 
missionary Boyd OrNeal. Soon a f t e rward ,  h e  became a c t i v e l y  involved i n  Embaixadores d o  Rei,  
Portugese f o r  Royal Ambassadors, t h e  B a p t i s t  miss ion  program f o r  boys,  

A f t e r  undergoing a s e r i o u s  medical  problem a t  a g e  12 ,  da S i l v a  committed h i s  l i f e  t o  f u l l -  
time C h r i s t i a n  s e r v i c e .  Moving t o  Rio de J a n e i r o ,  he began t o  preach and t o  work a t  Shepard 
Col lege ,  a s choo l  named f o r  Southern B a p t i s t  miss ionary  John W, Shepard. 

"I am t h e  d i r e c t  f r u i t  o f  Southern B a p t i s t  f o r e i g n  miss ions ,  and my development i n  C h r i s t  
came abou t  through Royal Ambassadors,w da S i l v a  s a i d .  "1 b e l i e v e  i n  miss ions .  If Southern 
B a p t i s t s  hadn ' t  sent (w i l l i am 0 .  and Anne Luther )  Bagby t o  B r a z i l  many y e a r s  ago, t h e r e  is no 
t e l l i n g  what would have happened t o  my count ry .  And i f  Boyd 0' Meal hadn ' t  been s e n t ,  I might 
never  have come t o  know t h e  Lord." 

I n  1966 he  came t o  Texas t o  a t t e n d  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  which a t  t h a t  time was 
' 

a B a p t i s t  school .  During t h e  summer of 1967 when da S i l v a  needed room and board between 
semes t e r s ,  W.L. "Wimpyw Smith and Bob Dixon o f  Texas B a p t i s t  Men found him a temporary p o s i t i o n  
a t  Zephyr B a p t i s t  Encampment. 

''1 found o u t  t h a t  w i t h i n  t h r e e  weeks h e  had become t h e  camp p a s t o r , "  Dixon r e c a l l e d .  '$1 
s a i d ,  'If h e ' s  t h a t  good, we need t o  have him on o u r  RA s t a t e  s t a f f . ' "  

Da S i l v a  worked f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  wi th  Royal Ambassadors and a s  a miss ion  p a s t o r  i n  Corpus 
C h r i s t i  and P o r t  Lavaca, Texas. 

"It was such a b l e s s i n g  coming t o  know and l o v e  the k i d s ,  showing them t h e  r e a l  meaning of 
l i f e  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  'l he s a i d .  ''1 b e l i e v e  i n  what Texas B a p t i s t s  are doing a s  f a r  a s  c h i l d r e n  
a r e  concerned. They a r e  n o t  j u s t  o u r  f u t u r e .  They a r e  o u r  present . "  

During h i s  time i n  Texas, da S i l v a  a l s o  served  as a n  educa to r ,  guidance counse lor  and duly  
appointed s p e c i a l  deputy f o r  Nueces County. I n  1972, he  rece ived  a s p e c i a l  commendation from 
P r e s i d e n t  Richard Nixon and was named "Texas Honorary C i t i z e n w  by Gov. P re s ton  Smith i n  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  work wi th  Texas youth. 

A f t e r  complet ing a d o c t o r a t e  i n  r e l i g i o u s  educa t ion  a t  Berean C h r i s t i a n  College i n  Wichita,  
Kan., he r e tu rned  t o  Brazil.. He now is  pastor of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  B i r i g u i ,  Sao Paulo, and 
is p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Nor theas t  B a p t i s t  Assoc i a t i on  and the  Nor theas t  P a s t o r s  Conference. 

Da S i l v a  remains committed t o  work wi th  youth. He c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e s  on t h e  board of B a p t i s t  
Ch i ld ren ' s  Home i n  B r a z i l  and works as a v o l u n t e e r  development o f f i c e r  fo r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  which 
houses  280 c h i l d r e n .  

Da S i l v a  also remains a p p r e c i a t i v e  t o  Southern B a p t i s t s  f o r  t h e i r  suppor t  o f  t h e  Cooperat ive 
Program u n i f i e d  budget  m i n i s t r i e s  t h a t  touched h i s  l i f e .  

b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  Cooperat ive P r ~ g r a m , ~  da Silva s a i d .  "No one church could do  what a 
program l i k e  t h i s  does. When we j o i n  o u r  hands and u n i t e  o u r  h e a r t s  t h i s  way, each church can  
play a l i t t l e  part i n  miss ions  around the world," 

--30-- 
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Captain:  miss ion  f i e l d  
g reen  i n  m i l i t a r y  By Breena Kent Pa ine  

NEW ORLEANS (BPI--llMinistry i n  t h e  military is t h e  g r e e n e s t  miss ion  f i e l d  i n  t h e  world,lr 
s a i d  Capt. Cha r l e s  Parker of  t h e  U.S. Navy Chapla ins  Corps. "We have no c u l t u r a l  o r  language 
b a r r i e r s ,  and t h e r e ' s  neve r  a  s h o r t a g e  OF people t o  m i n i s t e r  to ."  

I n  1967, Pa rke r ,  a g radua te  of New Or leans  B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary, was p a s t o r i n g  a  
church i n  Georgia when he r ead  an  a r t i c l e  t h a t  s a i d  n o t  enough c h a p l a i n s  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  
t h e  t r o o p s  be ing  s e n t  t o  Vietnam. 

"I c o u l d n l t  s tand  t h e  thought  of  s i t t i n g  i n  a  comfor tab le  p a s t o r a t e  whi le  t h e r e  were marines 
i n  combat wi thout  chaplainsl11 he  s a i d .  "1 cou ldn ' t  g e t  i t  o f f  my mind. . . . I i n v e s t i g a t e d  how 
t o  become a c h a p l a i n ,  and i n  four months was i n  Vietnam. 

Now, 21 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Pa rke r  ove r sees  new c h a p l a i n s  a s  t hey  come i n t o  t h e  Navy. "My only 
r e g r e t  a s  a  c h a p l a i n  is t h a t  a f t e r  one more ass ignment ,  I ' l l  have t o  r e t i r e ,  and I ' m  envious  OF 
t h e  young c h a p l a i n s  coming i n  who have  30 y e a r s  ahead o f  them," he s a i d .  

Parker  h o l d s  many years of memories. Once, whi le  i n  Vietnam, "1 was conducting a  worship 
s e r v i c e  i n  an  underground bunker ,  and a replacement  medic corpsman came i n  and s a t  i n  my s e r v i c e  
wi th  a  look on h i s  f a c e  o f  f e a r ,  l o n e l i n e s s  and dep re s s ion , "  he s a i d .  

llWhen t h e  s e r v i c e  was over ,  he t o l d  me he'd l i k e  t o  t a l k  wi th  me. So we went on top  o f  t h e  
bunker and sa t  down. He t o l d  me h e  had j u s t  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam t h a t  day,  and t h a t  he  l e f t  a  wi fe  
and f o u r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  ( u n i t e d )  S t a t e s .  H i s  wi fe  was a b a p t i s t )  C h r i s t i a n  who never  missed a 
Sunday i n  church wi th  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  S i n c e  t hey  had been married,  he had opposed h e r  going  t o  
church and t r i e d  t o  s t o p  h e r .  He t o l d  h e r  i f  s h e  loved him, she 'd s t a y  home wi th  him." 

Then, Pa rke r  cont inued:  *He looked a t  me and s a i d ,  'Chaplain,  I ' m  f r i g h t e n e d ,  and whatever 
i t  i s  my wife  h a s  g o t  I want.' So I took o u t  my B ib l e  and l e d  him t o  t h e  Lord. He went wi th  me 
t o  my next  s e r v i c e  t h a t  morning. Th i s  time h e  had t h e  look  of  peace and a b i g  smile  on his face .  

"The nex t  day,  he l e f t  my a r e a  and jo ined  h i s  u n i t ,  and t h e  fo l lowing  day he  was killed i n  
a c t i o n , "  s a i d  Parker .  "Because o f  t h e  combat s i t u a t i o n ,  h i s  wife neve r  knew h e r  i n f luence  on him 
or h i s  decision. l l  

Through t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  Parker  h a s  faced  i n  h i s  Navy chapla incy  c a r e e r ,  he h a s  found h i s  
seminary t r a i n i n g  t o  b e  a  s t r o n g  foundat ion  f o r  f a c i n g  each  circumstance.  

"Mi l i ta ry  m i n i s t r y  is a mul t i - face ted  min i s t ry .  It ls a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  i t  ls counse l ing ,  i t ' s  
p lanning ,  i t ' s  preaching ,  i t l s  l e a d i n g  B ib l e  s t u d i e s .  And i n  a l l  t h a t ,  3 t h i n k  t h e  seminary 
prepared me, because no m a t t e r  what need su r f aced ,  I always had t h e  background t o  handle i t ," he 
s a i d .  

"1 f e e l  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  happened t o  me i n  my l i f e  was coming t o  seminary, a l though 
I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  s o  a t  t h e  time. It was only  a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  seminary t h a t  I saw a l l  t hose  doors  
t h a t  seminary had opened for me. I t h i n k  t h e  seminary prepared me for  t h e  very  d i v e r s e  min i s t ry  
t h a t  I ' v e  found i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y . "  

From 1981 t o  1983, he  was on t h e  Naval Chapla ins  School s t a f f  i n  Newport, R . I .  "1 t a u g h t  a  
l o t  o f  New Or leans  g r a d u a t e s  and a l o t  of c h a p l a i n s  coming i n t o  t h e  Navy. F i f t y  pe rcen t  o f  
c h a p l a i n s  on a c t i v e  duty  today came through b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  while  I was t h e r e , n  he  s a id .  

To those  who have chosen m i n i s t r y  a s  a c a r e e r ,  he s a i d :  "Consider t h e  m i l i t a r y  chapla incy  
a s  a c a l l i n g .  It t a k e s  a s t r a n g e  breed  of c a t  t o  b e  a military chap la in ,  bu t  i f  y o u l r e  t h a t  
breed ,  i t 's  t h e  only way of l i f e .  . . . I thank God every day of my l i f e  t h a t  I v m  a Navy 
chapla in ."  

--3o-- 
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Missionary faces  charges 
i n  Indian h o s p i t a l  d i spu te  

BANGALORE, India  (BPI--The missionary adminis t ra tor  of  Southern Bap t i s t s r  hospital i n  
Bangalore, Ind ia ,  w i l l  face cr iminal  proceedings i n  l a t e  July soon a f t e r  she re tu rns  t o  India 
from a short s t a y  i n  t h e  United States. 

The missionary, Rebekah Naylor, has been accused of  breaking a law t h a t  governs the  
opera t ion of f a c t o r i e s  by leading the  h o s p i t a l  i n  reducing its work force. Tbe Squthern Baptist 

. Foreign Mission Board has re ta ined  l e g a l  counsel f o r  her i n  t h e  case ,  and t h e  hearings have been 
rescheduled severa l  t imes,  

"We 're not  a fac to ry ,  s a i d  Naylor, a surgeon from Fort Worth, Texas, I&IO came t o  Bangalore 
a f t e r  being appointed i n  1973. T h e  very issue of any hospital being a fac tory  is ridiculous." 

A l a b o r  reduct ion by 39 employees t r iggered a d ispute  between union workers and h o s p i t a l  
o f f i c i a l s .  Angry workers hung an effigy of Naylor a t  the  hospital*^ f r o n t  g a t e s  last June and 
burned it six months l a t e r .  

Naylor said she found o u t  on a Saturday in ad-December that a po l i ce  o f f i c e r  held a warrant  
fo r  h e r  arrest but  would give h e r  u n t i l  t h e  next Monday t o  appear i n  cour t  and pay bond. Later 
bhe learned t h e  warrant  s p e c i f i e d  she n o t  be $illowed out  on b a i l .  Withcut a warning, she would 
have been required t o  spend t h e  weekend i n  j a i l ,  she sa id .  

The l abor  cutback came as t h e  Foreign Mission Board began t o  reduce its subsidy t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l ,  which has  been a t  the  c e n t e r  of  Southern Bapt i s t  mission work i n  India s ince  its 
dedicat ion i n  1973. In keeping with a worldwide policy, the board is moving toward =king a l l  
such h o s p i t a l s  self-supporting.  

A t  its June meeting, t h e  board approved in pr inc ip le  a proposal t o  re lease  adminis t ra t ive  
c o n t r o l  of the  h o s p i t a l  t o  t h e  Chr i s t i an  Medical College i n  Vellore, India. Under the proposed 
agreement, the board would continue t o  own t h e  narlti-million d o l l a r  f a c i l i t y  and a s s G n  
miss ionar ies  t o  it. The medical c o l l e g e  would amnage it and receive decreasing subsidies  from 
t h e  board during the  next five years.  

--30-- 

- Pas to r s  should i n s p i r e ,  
n o t  r u l e ,  Hobbs says 

Bapt is t  Weas 
6/29/88 

OKLAHOMA C I T Y  (BPI--The r e s o l u t i o n  labeled wpriesthood of the be l i eve rn  passed by messengers 
a t  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention would be b e t t e r  c a l l e d  uauthori ty of pastors,w a Southern 
Bap t i a  t statesman s a i d .  

"It ( t h e  reso lu t ion)  af f i rms t h e  b e l i e f  of  the priesthood of  t h e  believer.  The i s sue  is 
p a s t o r a l  a u t h ~ r i t y , ~  s a i d  Herschel H. Hobbs, pastor emeritus of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church of CRclahoma 
City and chairman of t h e  committee which wrote t h e  Bap t i s t  Faith and Message statement, 

The priesthood of t h e  b e l i e v e r  "among o t h e r  th ings ,  means t h a t  each person can read and 
i n t e r p r e t  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  as he f e e l s  l e d  by the  Holy S~irit,~ H bbs said i n  an a r t i c l e  he  wrote 
a f t e r  t h e  convention. The p r i n c i p l e  of s o u l  ,competency "means t h a t  each person dea l s  d i r e c t l y  
with God without RI,Hm need t l & f % m b d i a t o r ,  f and thht he is responsible t o  cod a l o r ~ e . ~  

--more- 
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The r e s o l u t i o n  a f f i rms  t h e  priesthood of t h e  bel iever ,  but emphasizes t h e  "r l e ,  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  paa t t r . "  Of  t h e  20,000 wssengers  present  for the  vote,  
10,950 o r  54.75 percent ,  voted t o  approve t h e  *@solution. Although approved by loessengers, 
r e s o l u t i o n s  a r e  not  binding on l o c a l  churches. . 

The verse  c i t e d  i n  t h e  reso lu t ion  t o  support the  r o l e  of the  pas tor  is Hebrews 13: 17 which 
begins,  i n  t h e  King James Version, "Obey them that have t h e  r u l e  over you." During an in terview 
a f t e r  t h e  convention, Hobbs sa id  t h e  Greek word f o r  v r u l e l  i n  t h a t  verse is trans1at;ed "the one 
who is i n  f r o n t  of  you." 

The r o l e  of  t h e  p a s t o r  i s  "leadership and inspi ra t ion,"  Hobbs said.  "Re is not t o  ru le .  He 
is t o  lead i n  planning and t o  i n s p i r e  cooperation and guide the  people. " A pastor is t o  be an 
e l d e r  o r  counselor,  an overseer  o r  adminis t ra tor  and a shepherd o r  pas tor ,  he added. 

Hobbs noted t h a t  t h e  Apostle Paul sa id  he could have ordered t h e  church t o  do something, but 
ins tead  Paul  urged it t o  a c t i o n  and appealed t o  reason. 

A d i c t a t o r s h i p  is " f a r  mare e f f i c i e n t w  than a democracy, Hobbs said, because decis ions  a &  
made f a s t e r .  "It takes  a democracy time t o  g e t  moving, but when it does, it will run over a 
d i c t a t o r s h i p  every time. 

The Bap t i s t  Fai th  and Message, a statement of Bapt is t  b e l i e f s  adopted by the Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention i n  1963, no tes  t h a t  i n  t h e  church members are equally responsibIe, but i t s  
s c r i p t u r a l  o f f i c e r s  are p a s t o r s  and deacons. 

The r e s o l u t i o n  says  t h e  doc t r ine  of  priesthood of be l i eve r  has been used t o  " j u s t i f y  wrongly 
the  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  a Chr i s t i an  may be l l eve  whatever he 80 chooses and still be considered a loya l  
Southern Bapt is t . "  

Hobbs agreed t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  could be abused. "While w do bel ieve  i n  the  soul's 
competency and priesthood o f  the  be l i eve r ,  i t  should not  be construed t o  mean you can bel ieve  
j u s t  anything and be i n  harmony with accepted b e l i e f s  of Baptists," he said. 

The B a p t i s t  Fai th  and Message def ines  a Bapt is t  church as an "autonomous body, operating 
through democratic processes  under t h e  Lordship of Jesus  Christ." Hobbs said: "Hany people 
i n t e r p r e t  t h a t  a s  'we're a B a p t i s t  church. Nobody can t e l l  u s  what t o  do.," 

However, Hobbs noted B a p t i s t s  are a "body of people held together  by c e r t a i n  bas ic  beliefs. ' '  
The church is t o  opera te  "under t h e  Lordship of Jesus  Christ. We a r e  no t  f r e e  t o  do as we 
please  bu t  as Chr i s t  p leases ,"  he pointed out. The priesthood of be l i eve rs  and soul competency 
"are n o t  blank checks t o  be  f i l l e d  i n  by each person a s  he  w i l l s . "  

B a p t i s t s  are "independent people who express t h e i r  independence through voluntary - 

cooperation,  Hobbs added. 

I Peter 2:9 is one of t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  used f o r  t h e  b i b l i c a l  b a s i s  of  priesthood o f  the  
bel iever .  Hobbs noted t h e  verse  a l s o  s t r e s s e s  t h e  wre jpons ib i l i ty  of priesthood i n  missions and 
evangelism t o  b r ing  t h e  whole world t o  Jesus  Christ." 

Concerning o t h e r  convention controversy,  Hobbs said nOur agencies a r e  c o o p e m t h g  i n  a 
marvelous way (with Peace Committee recommendations). The fuss is coming from those fac t ions  
over which no one h a s  c o n t r o l ,  except t h e i r  c o n ~ c i c n c e . ~  

I 

The l o c a l  church should no t  s u f f e r ,  Hobbs sa id ,  "as long as we keep it a t  the  top. It may 
h u r t  our  in f luence  with t h e  genera l  publ ic ,  but  i t  wonlt hur t  t h e  l o c a l  church unless  t h e  p a s t o r s  
who g e t  involved take i t  back t o  t h e i r  churches." 

One major problem Hobbs s e e s  i n  t h e  convention is the lack of knowledge about Bapt is t  
doct r ine:  "We have grown a generat ion t h a t  does no t  know our Bap t i s t  he r i t age  o r  b e l i e f s .  These 
young preachers  were wearing d i a p e r s  o r  were i n  rompers 25 years ago (when t h e  Bapt is t  h i t h  and 
Message was adopted. ) I would dare  say they haven't read it.* 

--30-- 
( Z i m r m  is a s s i s t a n t  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  d a p t i s t  Messenger, Oklahoma B a p t i s t s v  nevajmrnal .  ) 
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Southeastern t r u s t e e s  
elect 2 new o f f i c e r s  

e 

WAKE FOREST, N .C. (BPI--~rus tees  of Southeastern Bap t i s t  Theol g i c a l  Seminary i n  tkke 
Fores t ,  N .C. , have e lec ted  .G. Paul  F le tcher  and George E. Worrell a s  v i c e  pres idents  f o r  i n t e r n a l  
a f f a i r s  and e x t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  r e spec t ive ly ,  e f f e c t i v e  July 1. 

The h i r i n g s  f i l l  two of th ree  vacant s p o t s  on t h e  adminis t ra t ion of Southeastern, which were 
l e f t  vacant when f i v e  top o f f i c i a l s  -- inc luding then President Randall Lolley and Academic Dean 
Morris Ashcraft -- announced t h e i r  r e s igna t ions  i n  November 1987, in disagreement with t r u s t e e s  
over  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  seminmary. 

Current Pres ident  Lewis A. Drummond, who took o f f i c e  April  1 ,  said a search is underway f o r  
a v ice  p res iden t  for  academic a f f a i r d d e a n  o f  t h e  faculty. 

Fle tcher ,  a s s i s t a n t  t o  the  p res iden t  f o r  business a f f a i r s  a t  the seminary since 1980, w i l l  I 

be responsible  f o r  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  inc luding f inanc ia l ,  information, p lan t  and student 
se rv ices .  Be is a n a t i v e  of Virginia and a graduate of Wake Forest University. P r i o r  t o  joining 
Southeastern he was d i r e c t o r  of development a t  Judson College i n  Marion, Ala., and i n  p r iva te  
business.  

F le tcher ,  48, was appointed l a s t  f a l l  by t r u s t e e s  t o  provide t r a n s i t i o n a l  services  between 
the  res igna t ion  o f  Lolley and t h e  coming of  Drummond. 

Worrell,  58, d i r e c t o r  o f  evangelism f o r  t h e  Missouri Bapt is t  Convention i n  Jefferson Ci ty ,  
w i l . 1  be responsible  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  development, alumni a f f a i r s ,  admissions and public r e l a t i o n s .  
He is a n a t i v e  of  Texas and a graduate of Texas Technological University and Southwestern Bap t i s t  
Theological Seminary i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas. 

P r i o r  t o  jo ining t h e  Missouri convention, he was i n  t h e  evangelism d iv i s ion  of the Bap t i s t  
General Convention o f  Texas and pas to r  of two Texas churohes. 

--30-- 

Seminary professor  g e t s  Bapt is t  Press 
. HNB urban t r a i n i n g  award 6/29/88 

ATLANTA (BP 1 - - ~ a r r y  McSwain, professor  of  church and community a t  Southern Bapt is t  
Theological Seminary, i n  Lou i sv i l l e ,  ICy . , has received an award for s i g n i f i c a n t  contr ibut ions  t o  
urban t r a i n i n g  among Southern Bap t i s t s .  

McSwain received the recogni t ion during the  annual meeting of the Urban Training Cooperative 
advisory committee. 

The cooperat ive  is a j o i n t  venture of  t h e  denomination's six ieminaries and t h e  metropolitan 
missions department o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Hission Board. It was founded in  1973 ta help  
ind iv idua l s  and churches achieve a more e f f e c t i v e  Chr i s t i an  mission in an urban society.  

The honor recognizes McSwainls involvement i n  a t  least 50 urban t ra ining events  during the 
pas t  15 years. He a l s o  has  produced research on urban i s s u e s  f o r  the Home Missfon Beard's mega 
focus c i t i e s  and multi-family houslng programs. 

McSwain is t h e  four th  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  award, which was presented by Je re  Allen, d i r e c t o r  of  
the  board's  metropoli tan missions department. 

--30-- 

Rogers, Gregory messages Bapt is t  Press 
a v a i l a b l e  on videotape 6/29/88 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Videotapes of addresses  by Adrian P. Rogers and Joel Gregory t o  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention annual meeting t h i s  summer are ava i l ab le  *om the Baptist T e l e c o ~ n i c a t i o n  
Network. 

--more-- 



6/29/88 Page I: B a p t i s t  Press 

Rogers, who ended h i s  term a s  SBC p r e s i d e n t  dur ing  t h e  annual  meeting June 14-16 i n  San 
Antonio, Texas, d e l i v e r e d  t h e  annual  p r e s i d e n t ' s  address.  Gregory, pastor o f  Travis Avenue 
B a p t i s t  Church i n  Fort Worth, Texas, prea'ched t h e  convention sermon. 

Requests by messengers t o  t h e  annua l  meeting have prompted BRI to sel l  t h e  t apes ,  according 
t o  a spokesperson f o r  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board. 

The t a p e s  of each  message c o s t  $24.95 and may be ordered through the Sunday School Board's 
t o l l - f r e e  te lephone  number, 1 -800-458-BSSB. 

Jimmy Edwards, vice p r e s i d e n t  for  church programs and se rv i ces ,  said the messages were taped 
a s  p a r t  o f  BTNts l i v e  gavel- to-gavel  coverage o f  t h e  convention meeting t ransmi t ted  t o  
churches and through many c a b l e  systems throughout t h e  country. 

"Since t h e  convention,  we have had numerous r e q u e s t s  f o r  these aessages,"  he  sa id .  
--30-- 

L e t t e r s  overwhelm 
missionary k i d s  By Frank Mn. White 

Bag tis t Press  
6/29/88 

NASHVILLE (BPI--9undles and c r a t e s  of l e t t e r s  from Sunday school children have overwhelmed 
fou r  miss ionary  c h i l d r e n  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  past year and offered oppor tun i t i e s  t o  w i tnes s  
t o  o t h e r s .  

The Four f o r e i g n  and home missionary c h i l d r e n  were singled o u t  t o  r ece ive  mail from first- 
and second-grade Sunday school  c h i l d r e n  as  an  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  July 1987 u n i t  o f  Bible Learners i n  
t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday Soh001 Board's foundation series. 

The u n i t  was w r i t t e n  by Rob Sanders  wliile a t  Midwestern B a p t i s t  TheologicaX Seminary in 
Kansas City, Mo. He now is a c o n s u l t a n t  i n  c h i l d r e n ' s  work In  the board's church t r a i n i n g  
department . 

nThe u n i t  was about  c a r i n g  f o r  church f r i ends .  I was looking f o r  concre te  ways c h i l d r e n  
could r e l a t e  t o  t h i s , n  s a i d  Sanders. wInvolving MKS (missionary k i d s )  would be a novel  
exper ience  f o r  many OF the c h i l d r e n .  

Two o f  t h e  missionary c h i l d r e n  rece ived  s t a c k s  o f  mail even though they had changed 
l o c a t i o n s  from t h e  time t h e  m a t e r i a l  was w r i t t e n  u n t i l  i t  appeared i n  p r i n t .  

One became somewhat o f  a c e l e b r i t y  while  on n t r lough i n  t h e  United States, his mother said. 
"It was a double b l e s s i n g  f o r  us. When we v i s i t e d  churches, people recognized us and aa id  they 
had r e a d  abou t  u s  in Sunday scho01,~ s a i d  Claudia Boyd, mother of nine-year-old David Boyd. 

The Boyds were m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  Colombia when t h e  Sunday school  ma te r i a l  was w r i t t e n ,  but 
they moved t o  Argentina a f t e r  furlough.  

Only a few months ago,  t h e  Boyds rece ived  c r a t e s  with t h e i r  belongings from Colombia. 
Included i n  t h e  shipment were f i v e  boxes o f  mail f o r  David. 

A t  t h e  t ime,  David had a v i r u s  and was i n  bed f o r  s e v e r a l  days. His Argentine f r i e n d s  
helped his mother open t h e  l e t t e r s  and l i s t e n e d  as  she  read  t h e  hundreds o f  l e t t e r s  t o  him. 

- 7  t 

4 "It h a s  been a n e a t  test imony t o  t e l l  them t h a t  a l l  t hese  people i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  a r e  
praying f o r  David ," s h e  sa id .  

I 
I 

David shared  many of the  p e n c i l s ,  s t i c k e r s  and o t h e r  i tems i n  t h e  le t ters  wi th  h i s  Argentine 
f r i ends .  

Sarah Schmidt, a l s o  i n  Argentina wi th  h e r  missionary parents ,  Randall and Cindy Schmidt, 
rece ived  more than  1,000 l e t t e r s ,  Boyd aaid. 

The Schmidts l i v e  i n  a remote area o f  Argentina and could no t  be contact;ed. However, they 
have a computer and are a t t empt ing  t o  respond' t o  t h e  letters. 

-more -- 
*I 
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Timothy Gramly, a s s o c i a t e  p a s t o r  a t  Tr in i ty  Bap t i s t  Church i n  Stockton, Calif., sa id  h i s  
daughter Shelly received t h e  l e t t e r s  by yay of Iowa, where he had been a church p l a n t e r  when the 
Sunday school ma te r i a l s  were w r i t t e n  t h r e e  y e a h  ago. 

The pos t  o f f i c e  i n  Onawa, Iowa, bundled the l e t t e r s  t o  forward t o  six-year-old Shelly.  

I 
"They came i n  a t r i o k l e  a t  f i r s t .  Then we s t a r t e d  getting bundles. Finally, they began t o  

t r i c k l e  i n  again ," Gramly sa id .  

He repor ted  Shel ly  enjoyed t h e  l e t t e r s  even though she was unable t o  read most of  them 
h e r s e l f .  

John G i l b e r t ,  a missionary t o  Chi le ,  t r i e d  t o  keep a t a l l y  of the  letters his daughter 
Br i t tney  received.  By Apri l  1988, t h e  t o t a l  was 1,211 f ~ o m  44 s t a t e s .  L e t t e r s  continued t o  
a r r i v e  and now t o t a l  more than 1,500, Gi lbe r t  sa id .  

I - 
Bri t tney ,  an eight-year-old second grader ,  said t h e  l e t t e r s  made h e r  f e e l  good through t h e  

year. Some people a r e  wr i t ing  a second time, she  sa id .  
..-30..- 

FFlB names Tom Prevost Bapt is t  Press 
t o  d i r e c t  lay s t r a t e g y  . 6/29/88 

I RICHMOND, Va. (3P)-  om E. Prevost  w i l l  d i r e c t  a new s t ra tegy  designed t o  make b e t t e r  use of 
the  growing ranks of  Southern B a p t i s t s  l i v i n g  overseas who want t o  help in missions. 

I As d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Board's newly formed in te rna t iona l  l a y  
missions department, Prevost ,  4 1 ,  w i l l  he lp  develop new methais o f  m i n i s t q  overseas involving 
Southern B a p t i s t s  and o t h e r s  no t  considered foreign miss ionar ies  by vocation. Re a l s o  w i l l  
d i r e c t  e f f o r t s  involving non-missionary personnel who fill special job requests from t h e  f i e l d .  

I 
The department w i l l  he lp  e n l i s t  people t o  work through Cooperative Services I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  

, an arm o f  t h e  board t h a t  reaches  where miss ionar ies  a r e  unwelcome. It also w i l l  help t h e  board 
loca te  Southern B a p t i s t s  and o t h e r s  who could spread t h e  goapel inside foreign nat ions  where they 
t r a v e l  o r  l i v e .  

I A n a t i v e  o f  Jackson, Miss., Prevost  has worked a t  t h e  Foreign Mission B o a r d  s ince  1983. 
Before t h a t  he was a home missionary i n  Phoenix, Ariz. , and .a pastor  i n  California and West 
Virginia .  He is married t o  the  former Carol Page of Amory, Miss., and they have two sons. 

I 
In  another  development, t h e  board h a s  named Norman N. Burnes IIE t o  d i r e c t  I t s  missionary 

l ea rn ing  department and Arv i l l e  Senter  t o  be associate d i r e c t o r  o f  missionary or ienta t ion.  
Burnes w i l l  oversee o r i e n t a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  programs offered primarily a t  the Cauthen Missionary 

. Learning Center i n  Rockvil le,  Va. S e n t e r  w i l l  help plan and schedule t h e  seven-week missionary 
o r i e n t a t i o n  program. 

Burnes, from Rome, Ga. ,  is a former pas to r  and Southern Bap t i s t  representa t ive  t o  I s r a e l  who 
has  worked as  a missionary candidate consu l t an t  a t  the board s ince  1981. Be is married t o  t h e  
former Kathryn Batten o f  Rocky Mount, N . C . ,  and they  have th ree  grown children. 

I 
Sente r ,  who grew up i n  San Angelo, Texas, and his wife, the  former Pauline McMahon o f  

Freepor t ,  Texas, were Southern B a p t i s t  miss ionar ies  i n  Tanzania from 1963 to 1984. Since  then he , 
has been p a s t o r  of  Town East Bapt i s t  Church i n  Mesquite, Texas, and coordinated an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s tuden t  program, working with African s t u d e n t s  studying i n  the  Dallas-Fort Worth area.  

They have t h r e e  grown chi ldren.  
--3O-- 

(BPI photos mailed t o  sta te  B a p t i s t  newspapers by Richmond bureau o f  Bapt is t  Press 1 . ;  
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Sena te ,  House approve 
revenue foregone subs idy  By Kathy Pa len  

WASHINGTON (BPI--The U.S. Senate  and House o f  Represen ta t i ves  have voted t o  maintain c u r r e n t  
p o s t a l  r a t e  l e v e l s  f o r  non-prof i t  m a i l e r s  through September 1989. 

Both v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  Treasury-Postal  S e r v i c e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l  c o n t a i n  $436.4 m i l l i o n  f o r  
revenue foregone -- which s u b s i d i z e s  reduced p o s t a l  r a t e s  f o r  non-prof i t  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  i nc lud ing  
B a p t i s t  s t a t e  newspapers and some church n e w s l e t t e r s .  

During deba t e  on t h e  o v e r a l l  b i l l ,  a number o f  House members s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned the 
revenue foregone app rop r i a t i on .  

f n  an  e f f o r t  t o  c l e a r  up nconfbsionn o v e r  t h e  purpose o f  revenue foregone,  Rep. William D. 
Ford, D-Mich., summarized t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n ' s  background. 

"The term i t s e l f  -- revenue foregone -- d e r i v e s  from t h e  p o l i c y  s e t  by Congress long  ago 
t h a t  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  p r e f e r r e d  mailers a r e  not t o  be charged t h e  r e g u l a r  p o s t a l  r a t e s  t h a t  most 
m a i l e r s  are charged,' '  Ford expla ined .  "The P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  foregoes  c o l l e c t i n g  t h i s  revenue from 
t h e  p r e f e r r e d  ma i l e r s .  The Congress t hen  p rov ides  t h i s  foregone revenue by means o f  an  annual  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  t h e  P o s t a l  Serv ice .  

'It is  impor tan t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  is n o t  an ope ra t ing  subsidy f o r  t h e  P o s t a l  
Serv ice .  Rather ,  it is  necessary  t o  f u r t h e r  congres s iona l  po l i cy  t h a t  c e r t a i n  m a i l e r s  should n o t  
pay t h e  f u l l  r a t e . "  

Ford continued:  "If Congress does  n o t  provide  a s u f f i c i e n t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i n  any p a r t i c u l a r  
yea r ,  t h e  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  is empowered by law t o  r a i s e  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  r a t e s  t o  t h e  l e v e l  necessary  
t o  make up t h e  d i f f e r ence .  Th i s  h a s  happened i n  t h e  p a s t .  Because o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  s h o r t f a l l s  
i n  f i s c a l  y e a r  1986, t h e  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  r a i s e d  p r e f e r r e d  r a t e s  i n  January 1986 by an  average  of 
about  30 pe rcen t .  S t i l l  a n o t h e r  ra te  i n c r e a s e  became e f f e c t i v e  on March 9 ,  1986. 

"The overwhelming ma jo r i t y  o f  revenue foregone d o l l a r s  each y e a r  goes  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  non- ' 

p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  many o f  which a r e  still  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  r ecove r  from t h e  f i n a n c i a l  blows of  
t h e  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1986 r a t e  i n c r e a s e s .  l1 

The b i l l ' s  two v e r s i o n s  -- which c o n t a i n  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s e c t i o n s  o t h e r  t han  t h e  P o s t a l  
S e r v i c e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  -- now g o  t o  a Senate-Rouse conference  committee t o  work ou t  t hose  
d i f f e r e n c e s .  Once a compromise is reached ,  t h e  b i l l  must be s igned  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  be fo re  
becoming law. 

A memo from James C. Miller 111, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  Management and Budget, has 
i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  may v e t o  t h e  b i l l  i n  i ts  p r e s e n t  form. Although P r e s i d e n t  Reagan 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  h a s  opposed t h e  revenue foregone subs idy ,  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  were c i t e d  by M i l l e r  a s  
causes  f o r  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  ve to .  

Such a v e t o  moat l i k e l y  would be over r idden  s i n c e  bo th  houses passed t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  by more 

I 
t han  the two- th i rds  ma jo r i t y  t h a t  would be  needed f o r  a n  ove r r ide .  

--30-- 

S o v i e t  p h y s i c i a n s  l e a r n  
eye  technique  i n  Memphis 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
6/29/88 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BPI-  hey d i d n ' t  look any d i f f e r e n t  from o t h e r  B a p t i s t  Memorial Hosp i t a l  
o p e r a t i n g  room personnel  i n  p r o t e c t i v e  gowns, pan t s  and s u r g i c a l  masks, b u t  when they  spoke, it 
was i n  Russian. 

For  two weeks i n  June,  Glinchuk Yaroslav and Alekse i  Kharizov, phys i c i ans  from t h e  Moscow 
Research I n s t i t u t e  of  Eye Microsurgery i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union v i s i t e d  Memphis, Tenn., t o  observe  

, t echniques  developed by S t e v e  Charles, an ogtha l rnologis t  on B a p t i s t  Hosp i t a l ' s  s t a f f  who invented  
and p e r f e c t e d  techniques  and t o o l s  f o r  a delicate eye o p e r a t i o n  called v i t r e o r e t i n a l  surgery. 

--more-- 
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Char les  met t h e  two S o v i e t s  when he  v i s i t e d  Russia  i n  August o f  1987. "These guys c a r e  
about  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s ,  Cha r l e s  s a i d ,  adding ,  "They have  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  work. .. . They have t h e  
same c a s e  mix ( o f  p a t i e n t s ) ,  t h e  same needs,  t h e  same e t h i c s . "  

Kharizov s a i d  medical  problems i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  "We have t h e  same d i s e a s e s ,  t h e  same problems, same equipment," he  s a i d ,  adding smoking 
and d r i n k i n g  a r e  s e r i o u s  concerns  t h e r e ,  as h e r e .  

He s a i d  Sov ie t  p h y s i c i a n s  r e c e i v e  s i m i l a r  t r a i n i n g ,  undergoing s i x  y e a r s  of  medical 
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  followed by two y e a r s  i n  t h e i r  medical  s p e c i a l t y ,  I n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  doc to r s  
r e c e i v e  f i v e  t o  10 y e a r s  i n  medical s choo l  and r e s idency  t r a i n i n g .  

Although t h e  number o f  female p h y s i c i a n s  i n  t h e  U.S. has  reached 15 pe rcen t ,  i n  t h e  Sov ie t  
Union, some 50 t o  60 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  d o c t o r s  a r e  women, working i n  a l l  medical  s p e c i a l t i e s ,  
Kharizov es t imated .  

American p h y s i c i a n s  ab ide  by t h e  Hippocra t ic  o a t h ,  a code o f  medical  conduct  and e t h i c s  
named a f t e r  t h e  a n c i e n t  Greek phys ic ian .  S o v i e t  phys i c i ans ,  Kharizov s a i d ,  s i g n  a s i m i l a r  oa th  
before  beginning medical  p r a c t i c e .  

One major d i f f e r e n c e  between Sov ie t  and American medicine,  he s a i d ,  is t h a t  all Sov ie t  
h o s p i t a l s  a r e  government-owned and ope ra t ed ,  His coun t ry  h a s  no p r i v a t e  h o s p i t a l s  such a s  
B a p t i s t  Hosp i t a l  o f  Memphis. 

--3o-- 

D e t r o i t  layman p l a n s  t o  become 
a p a s t o r  by s t a r t i n g  a church By Mark Wingfield 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
6/29/88 

DETROIT (BPI--Henry Dorsey is n e i t h e r  a p a s t o r  n o r  a missionary,  bu t  he i n t e n d s  t o  become 
both by s t a r t i n g  a church.  

He h a s n ' t  had a f a l l . i ng  o u t  w i th  h i s  c u r r e n t  church o r  d i scovered  some r a d i c a l  i n s i g h t  t h e  
church p rev ious ly  ignored.  Dorsey is a P i ch igan  layman who sees a need f o r  more churches  i n  his 
city and f e e l s  God h a s  prepared him t o  d o  something abou t  i t .  

"Churches ought t o  b e  a s  p l en t eous  as shopping m a l l s , "  Dorsey says .  

He l i v e s  i n  S o u t h f i e l d ,  an upper-middle-class suburb o f  D e t r o i t ,  and p l a n s  t o  begin a new 
Southern B a p t i s t  congrega t ion  the re .  "A l o t  o f  people who l i v e  i n  Sou th f i e ld  have been b lessed  
m a t e r i a l l y  and e d u c a t i o n a l l y ,  b u t  have neve r  been churched,"  he  says .  "Among those  f o l k s  a r e  
people who want s a l v a t i o n .  

Dorsey h a s  t h e  suppor t  o f  his p a s t o r  and o f  t h e  Michigan B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Convention. Rochelle I 
Davis, p a s t o r  o f  Temple o f  F a i t h  B a p t i s t  Church, s a y s  Dorsey can i d e n t i f y  with his t a r g e t  
congrega t ion  o f  predominantly b l ack  middle- and upper -c lass  r e s i d e n t s .  

Dorsey, 4 3 ,  worked f o r  General  Motors Corp. f o r  20 y e a r s ,  making h i s  way through t h e  r anks  
t o  become an  e igh th - l eve l  supe r in t enden t  i n  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l .  He took e a r l y  r e t i r emen t  through 
GM's budget -cu t t ing  buyout program s o  he  could  devote  full t ime t o  min i s t ry .  

Although h e  had a s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r  in t h e  a u t o  i n d u s t r y ,  Dorsey saw t h e  buyout a s  a way 
f o r  him t o  f ' u l f i l l  a Li fe long  dream t o  become a m i n i s t e r .  " A l l  my l i f e ' s  endeavors  have been 
p repa r ing  me for  t h i s  h e  s ays .  

God's p r e p a r a t i o n  allowed GM t o  f i nance  a l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  church  start. I n  h i s  co rpo ra t e  
job ,  Dorsey l ea rned  t o  teach c o u r s e s  and make p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  l a r g e  groups, s k i l l s  he  w i l l  now 
apply t o  t each ing  and preaohing the Bib le .  Because h e  r e c e i v e s  a n  adequate  r e t i r e m e n t  income 
from GM, Dorsey won't be a f i n a n c i a l  burden t o  t h e  new congregat ion.  

Even Dorseyls  e x p e r t i s e  i n  quality c o n t r o l  has some bea r ing  on m i n i s t r y ,  he says :  t h e  
churoh, wetre aiming f o r  p e r f e c t i o n .  We want people t o  s t r i v e  f o r  a s i n l e s s  life." 

--more-- 
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To supplement h i s  s e c u l a r  educa t ion ,  Dorsey is a t t e n d i n g  seminary ex t ens ion  c l a s s e s  i n  
D e t r o i t ,  He v o l u n t e e r s  a t  t h e  B a p t i s t  c e n t e r  t h r e e  days  each  week t o  gain p r a c t i c a l  min i s t ry  
exper ience .  

Dorsey is an  a r t i c u l a t e  man wi th  a commanding presence ,  a c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  s t r e e t  people he 
works among a t  t h e  c e n t e r  i n  downtown D e t r o i t ' s  Cass Corr idor .  

Dorsey walks through t h e  c e n t e r ' s  s e c u r i t y  door  and beg ins  g r e e t i n g  men and women who have 
j u s t  f i n i s h e d  b r e a k f a s t .  They wear rumpled second-hand garments  from t h e  c e n t e r 1  s c l o t h i n g  room; 
he wears a s u i t  w i th  n e a t l y  pressed  s h i r t  and t i e .  

But t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  appearance makes no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  communication. Some o f  t h e  c e n t e r ' s  
r e g u l a r s  have been wa i t i ng  f o r  him t o  come and soon s t r i k e  up conve r sa t ions  about  t imes  gone by. 

I n  t h e  d i n i n g  room, Dorsey announces t h e  morning B ib l e  s tudy .  He moves down t h e  h a l l  toward 
t h e  chape l ,  wi th  s e v e r a l  people t r a i l i n g  behind -- most j u s t  c u r i o u s  t o  s e e  what 's  going on. 

Dorsey hands ou t  B i b l e s  t o  t h e  f o u r  who come i n ,  and t h e  s tudy  begins wi th  prayer .  

During t h e  cou r se  of  t h e  l e s s o n  on p r i d e ,  t h e  one woman i n  t h e  c l a s s  g e t s  up and wanders out 
of t h e  chapel .  But Dorsey con t inues  t each ing  wi thout  pause,  a s  though he werd t a l k i n g  with t h r e e  
of the most i n f l u e n t i a l  men i n  D e t r o i t .  

Dorsey speaks  bo ld ly  abou t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  his v a r i o u s  t e x t s ,  exp la in ing  meanings 
behind b i b l i c a l  words and t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  au tho r .  H i s  a b i l i t y  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  B ib l e  
comes from spending time s tudy ing  t h e  B i b l e ,  he  t e l l s  t h e  c l a s s ,  "You've g o t  t o  t a k e  B ib l e  s tudy  
s e r i o u s l y .  n 

A f t e r  t h e  B ib l e  s tudy ,  Dorsey answers i n d i v i d u a l  q u e s t i o n s  and t hen  moves qu ick ly  back t o  
t h e  d i n i n g  room, where a crowd h a s  assembled f o r  lunch.  Another a r e a  p a s t o r  is scheduled t o  
preach t o  t h e  group,  bu t  Dorsey h a s  a sermon prepared  j u s t  i n  ca se  h e  is c a l l e d  on. 

When i t  becomes e v i d e n t  t h e  scheduled speaker  wil.1 n o t  a r r i v e ,  Dorsey g l a d l y  s t e p s  i n t o  t h e  
middle o f  t h e  room, opens h i s  B ib l e  and beg ins  speaking  pas s iona t e ly  about God's judgment on 
immoral i ty  . 

Dorsey s a y s  h e  is always prepared t o  p reach ,  because he wants t o  g a i n  every b i t  o f  
exper ience  h e  can.  He needs t h e  oppor tun i ty  a t  t h e  B a p t i s t  c e n t e r  a s  much a s  t h e  people t h e r e  
need t o  h e a r  him. 

This  m i n i s t r y  t o  t h e  less f o r t u n a t e  is n o t  j u s t  a s t e p p i n g  s t o n e  t o  a g r e a t e r  p o s i t i o n  f o r  
t h e  a s p i r i n g  p a s t o r ,  though. He i n t e n d s  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  an i nne r - c i t y  m i n i s t r y  i n t o  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  
h i s  new church from t h e  beginning. 

Dorsey wants t o  t a p  t h e  s k i l l s  and r e s o u r c e s  o f  h i s  f u t u r e  suburban congrega t ion  t o  address 
t h e  i l ls of t h e  d e c l i n i n g  urban neighborhoods. "The c i t y ' s  s u f f e r i n g , "  he  says .  " I 'd  l i k e  t o  
get some C h r i s t i a n s  back i n  the c i t y ,  because what1s  a problem i n  t h e  c i t y  today w i l l  be a I 

problem i n  t h e  suburbs  tomorrow." 

Addressing t h e s e  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  opens t h e  door  for meeting s p i r i t u a l  needs,  which Dorsey says  
is h i s  main concern.  "If we s o l v e  s o c i a l  needs ,  many times t h i s  w i l l  prepare s p i r i t u a l  s o i l  
where you can  p l a n t  sesds , l t  he exp la in s .  

Both i n  t h e  c i t y  and t h e  suburbs ,  evangel ism w i l l  be  a p r i o r i t y  of h i s  new church.  Even t h e  
pre l iminary  home Bible s tudy  is p a r t  o f  t h i s  s t r a t e g y .  Dorsey is focus ing  on winning t h e  heads 
o f  households,  who w i l l  t h e n  b r i n g  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  

Eugene Bragg, d i r e c t o r  o f  b l ack  church relations for t he  s t a t e  convention,  says Dorsey ls 
p l an  w i l l  p rove  e f f e c t i v e :  "Be knows where he's going. He's done a l o t  of t h i n k i n g  abou t  i t ,  a 
l o t  of planning.  

"I want t o  t each  people t o  be p a r t ,  of  t h e  Great C o m i s ~ i o n , ~  Dorsey says.  "Every member 
should mature t o  be a witness, if just w i t h i n  the i r  own block." 

--more-- 
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He w i l l  beg in  knocking on door s ,  house by house,  be fo re  he  h a s  p r o p e r t y ,  p l ans  f o r  a 
b u i l d i n g  o r  an  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  f o r  h i i u ~ e l f . ~  ''1 d o n ' t  want t o  g e t  a b u l l d i n g  and w a i t  f o r  t h e  
s i n n e r s  t o  show up, he  s ays .  

"It's winning s o u l s  t h a t  makes a d i f f e r e n c e ,  n o t  b u i l d i n g  a l a r g e  congrega t ion .  'I 
--3o-- 

Cooperat ive miss ions  v i t a l  
t o  Cha r l i e  B r a z i l ' s  life By Ken Camp 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
6/29/88 

DALLAS (BP --"Charlie B r a z i l n  h a s  goad reason  t o  speak h igh ly  o f  Southern B a p t i s t s  ' 
coope ra t ive  missionary and educa t iona l  work. Cooperat ive Program-supported minis  t r i e s  have been 
woven throughout  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  h i s  l i f e .  

Valdeci  A .  da S i l v a ,  nicknamed "Char l ie  B r a z i l w  when he  worked wi th  Texas Royal Ambassadors 
20 y e a r s  ago,  was l e d  t o  C h r i s t  a t  a g e  e i g h t  near h i s  home i n  Rio Largo, Alagoas, B r a z i l ,  by 
missionary Boyd O'Neal, Soon a f t e rward ,  he  became a c t i v e l y  involved i n  Embaixadores d o  Rei,  
Portugese f o r  Royal Ambassadors, the B a p t i s t  miss ion  program f o r  boys. 

A f t e r  undergoing a s e r i o u s  medical  problem a t  age  12 ,  da S i l v a  committed h i s  l i f e  t o  f u l l -  
time C h r i s t i a n  s e r v i c e .  Moving t o  Rio de  J a n e i r o ,  he began t o  preach  and t o  work a t  Shepard 
Col lege ,  a school  named f o r  Southern B a p t i s t  miss ionary  John W. Shepard. 

"I am t h e  d i r e c t  f r u i t  o f  Southern B a p t i s t  f o re ign  miss ions ,  and my development i n  C h r i s t  
came about  through Royal AmbassadorsYw da S i l v a  s a i d .  nI b e l i e v e  i n  miss ions .  I f  Southern 
B a p t i s t s  hadn ' t  s e n t  (William B. and Anne Luther )  Bagby t o  B r a z i l  many y e a r s  ago,  t h e r e  is no 
t e l l i n g  what would have happened t o  my count ry .  And i f  Boyd 0' Neal hadn ' t  been s e n t ,  I might 
never  have come t o  know t h e  Lord." 

I n  1966 he came t o  Texas t o  a t t e n d  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  which a t  t h a t  t ime was 
a B a p t i s t  school .  During t h e  summer o f  1967 when da S i l v a  needed room and board between 
semes t e r s ,  W.L. "Wimpyn Smith and Bob Dixon o f  Texas B a p t i s t  Men found him a temporary p o s i t i o n  
a t  Zephyr B a p t i s t  Encampment. 

"1 found o u t  t h a t  w i th in  t h r e e  weeks h e  had become t h e  camp p a s t o r , "  Dixon r e c a l l e d .  "I 
s a i d ,  'If h e ' s  t h a t  good, we need t o  have him on o u r  RA s t a t e  s t a f f . ' "  

Da S i l v a  worked f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  wi th  Royal Ambassadors and as a mission p a s t o r  i n  Corpus 
C h r i s t i  and P o r t  Lavaca, Texas. 

"It was such a b l e s s i n g  coming t o  know and love  t h e  k i d s ,  showing them t h e  r e a l  meaning of  
l i f e  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t , "  he  s a i d .  1 1 1  b e l i e v e  i n  what Texas B a p t i s t s  a r e  doing a s  f a r  as  c h i l d r e n  
a r e  concerned. They a r e  n o t  j u s t  o u r  f i t u r e .  They a r e  o u r  p re sen t . "  

During h i s  time i n  Texas, da S i l v a  a l s o  served  a s  an  educa to r ,  guidance counse lor  and duly  
appointed s p a c i a l  deputy f o r  Nueces County. I n  1972, he rece ived  a s g e c i a l  commendation from 
P r e s i d e n t  Richard Nixon and was named nTexas Honorary Ci t izent1  by Gov. P re s ton  Smith i n  
r e c o g n i t  i on  o f  his work wi th  Texas youth. 

A f t e r  complet ing a d o c t o r a t e  i n  r e l i g i o u s  educa t ion  a t  Berean C h r i s t i a n  College in Wichita ,  
Kan., he r e tu rned  t o  B r a z i l .  He now is  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  B i r i g u i ,  Sao Paulo,  and 
is p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Nor theas t  B a p t i s t  Assoc i a t i on  and t h e  Nor theas t  P a s t o r s  Conference. 

Da SiLva remains committed t o  work wi th  youth. He c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e s  on t h e  board o f  B a p t i s t  
Chi ldren ' s  Home i n  Brazil and works as a v o l u n t e e r  development o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  which 
houses  280 c h i l d r e n .  

Da S i l v a  a l s o  remains a p p r e c i a t i v e  t o  Southern B a p t i s t s  f o r  t h e i r  suppor t  of t h e  Coopera t ive  
Program u n i f i e d  budget m i n i s t r i e s  t h a t  touched h i s  l i fe .  

"I b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  Cooperat ive Program," da  S i l v a  s a i d .  "No one church could do what a 
program l i k e  t h i s  does. When we j o i n  o u r  hands  and u n i t e  o u r  h e a r t s  t h i s  way, each church c a n  
play a l i t t l e  p a r t  i n  miss ions  around t h e  world." - --3O-- 

I 
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C a p t a i n :  m i s s i o n  f i e l d  
g r e e n  i n  m i l i t a r y  By Breena Kent P a i n e  

NEW ORLEANS (BP)- inist is try i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  is t h e  g r e e n e s t  m i s s i o n  f i e l d  i n  t h e  world,"  
s a i d  Capt .  C h a r l e s  P a r k e r  o f  t h e  U.S. Navy C h a p l a i n s  Corps.  "We have  no  c u l t u r a l  o r  l anguage  
b a r r i e r s ,  and t h e r e ' s  n e v e r  a  s h o r t a g e  o f  p e o p l e  t o  m i n i s t e r  to ."  

I n  1967, P a r k e r ,  a g r a d u a t e  of New Orleans B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary,  was p a s t o r i n g  a  
church  i n  Georgia  when h e  r e a d  an a r t i c l e  t h a t  s a i d  n o t  enough c h a p l a i n s  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  
t h e  t r o o p s  b e i n g  s e n t  t o  Vietnam. 

"I c o u l d n ' t  s t a n d  t h e  t h o u g h t  of b i t t i n g ' i n  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  p a s t o r a t e  w h i l e  t h e r e  were mar ines  
i n  combat w i t h o u t  c h a p l a i n s , "  h e  s a i d .  "1 c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i t  o f f  my mind. . . . I i n v e s t i g a t e d  how 
t o  become a  c h a p l a i n ,  and i n  f o u r  months .wab i n  Vietndm." 

Now, 21 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  P a r k e r  o v e r s e e s  new c h a p l a i n s  a s  t h e y  come i n t o  t h e  Navy, "My only 
regret as  a c h a p l a i n  is t h a t  a f t e r  one  more a s s i g n m e n t ,  1'11 have  t o  r e t i r e ,  and I ' m  e n v i o u s  o f  
t h e  young c h a p l a i n s  coming i n  who h a v e  30 y e a r s  ahead  o f  them," h e  s a i d .  

P a r k e r  h o l d s  many y e a r s  of memories. Once, w h i l e  i n  Vietnam, "I was c o n d u c t i n g  a worship 
s e r v i c e  i n  a n  underground bunker ,  and a r e p l a c e m e n t  medic corpsman came i n  and s a t  i n  my s e r v i c e  
w i t h  a  look  on h i s  face o f  f e a r ,  l o n e l i n e s s  and d e p r e s s i o n l n  he s a i d .  

"When t h e  s e r v i c e  was o v e r ,  he t o l d  me he 'd  l i k e  t o  t a l k  w i t h  me. So we went on t o p  o f  the  
bunker  and s a t  down. He t o l d  me h e  had just a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam t h a t  day ,  and t h a t  h e  l e f t  a  wife 
and f o u r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  ( U n i t e d )  S t a t e s .  H i s  wi fe  was a ( B a p t i s t )  C h r i s t i a n  who n e v e r  missed a 
Sunday i n  c h u r c h  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  S i n c e  t h e y  had been  m a r r i e d ,  h e  had opposed h e r  g o i n g  t o  
c h u r c h  and t r i e d  t o  s t o p  h e r .  He t o l d  h e r  i f  s h e  l o v e d  him, she 'd  s t a y  home w i t h  him. 

Then, Parker c o n t i n u e d :  "He ' looked a t  me and s a i d ,  'Chap la in ,  I ' m  f r i g h t e n e d ,  and whatever  
i t  is  my w i f e  has g o t  I want. '  So I t o o k  o u t  my B i b l e  and l e d  him t o  t h e  Lord. He went wi th  me 
t o  my n e x t  s e r v i c e  t h a t  morning. T h i s  time h e  had t h e  l o o k  o f  p e a c e  and a  b i g  smile on h i s  f a c e .  

"The next  day, he l e f t  my area and joined his u n i t ,  2nd t he  f o l l o w i n g  day h e  was killed i n  
a c t i o n , "  s a i d  Parker .  "Because o f  t h e  combat s i t u a t i o n ,  h i s  w i f e  n e v e r  knew h e r  i n f l u e n c e  on him 
o r  h i s  d e c i s i o n . "  

Through the s i t u a t i o n s  Parker h a s  f a c e d  i n  his Navy c h a p l a i n c y  c a r e e r ,  h e  h a s  found h i s  
seminary t r a i n i n g  t o  b e  a s t r o n g  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  f a c i n g  e a c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e .  

" M i l i t a r y  m i n i s t r y  is  a m u l t i - f a c e t e d  m i n i s t r y .  I t ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  i t 's  c o u n s e l i n g ,  i t ' s  
p l a n n i n g ,  i t 's  p r e a c h i n g ,  i t ' s  l e a d i n g  B i b l e  s t u d i e s .  And i n  a l l  t h a t ,  I t h i n k  t h e  seminary 
p r e p a r e d  me, because no  matter what  need s u r f a c e d ,  X a lways  had t h e  background t o  handle it ," h e  
s a i d .  

''1 fee l  t h a t  the b e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  happened t o  me i n  my l i f e  was coming t o  seminary ,  a l t h o u g h  
I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  s o  a t  t h e  time. It was o n l y  af ter  I l e f t  t h e  seminary  t h a t  I saw a l l  t h o s e  d o o r s  
t h a t  seminary  had opened f o r  me. I t h i n k  t h e  seminary  p repared  me f o r  t h e  v e r y  d i v e r s e  m i n i s t r y  
that I've found i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y . "  

From 1981 t o  1983, he was on t h e  Naval C h a p l a i n s  School  s t a f f  i n  Newport, R . X .  "1 t a u g h t  a  
l o t  o f  New O r l e a n s  g r a d u a t e s  and a l o t  of c h a p l a i n s  coming i n t o  t h e  Navy. Fifty p e r c e n t  o f  
c h a p l a i n s  on a c t i v e  d u t y  t o d a y  came t h r o u g h  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  w h i l e  I was t h e r e , n  h e  s a i d .  

To t h o s e  who have chosen  m i n i s t r y  as a career, he s a i d :  "Consider  t h e  m i l i t a r y  c h a p l a i n c y  
as a calling. It t a k e s  a s t r a n g e  b r e e d  of cat  t o  be a m i l i t a r y  c h a p l a i n ,  b u t  i f  y o u ' r e  t h a t  
b r e e d ,  i t ' s  t h e  o n l y  way of l i fe .  . . . I t h a n k  God every day of my 11 fe t h a t  I'm a Navy 
c h a p l a i n . "  

--30"- 
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Missionary f a c e s  cha rges  
i n  Indian  h o s p i t a l  d i s p u t e  

BANGALORE, I n d i a  (Bp) - -~he  missionary a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  Southern B a p t i s t s 1  h o s p i t a l  i n  
Bangalore,  I n d i a ,  w i l l  f a c e  c r i m i n a l  proceedings  i n  l a t e  Ju ly  soon a f t e r  s h e  r e t u r n s  t o  India  
from a s h o r t  s t a y  i n  t h e  United States. 

The miss ionary ,  Rebekah Naylor,  has been accused o f  breaking  a law t h a t  governs t h e  
ope ra t ion  o f  f a c t o r i e s  by l ead ing  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  reducing  i ts  work fo rce .  The Squthern B a p t i s t  
Foreign Mission Board has  r e t a i n e d  l e g a l  counse l  f o r  h e r  i n  t h e  c a s e ,  and t h e  hea r ings  have been 
rescheduled  s e v e r a l  times. 

"We're n o t  a f a c t o r y , "  s a i d  Naylor,  a surgeon from F o r t  Worth, Texas, who came t o  Bangalore 
a f t e r  being appointed i n  1973. "The very issue of  any h o s p i t a l  be ing  a f a c t o r y  is r i d i c u l o ~ s . ~ ~  

A l a b o r  r educ t ion  by 39 employees t r i g g e r e d  a d i s p u t e  between union workers and h o s p i t a l  
o f f i c i a l s .  Angry workers hung an e f f i g y  of Naylor a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ' s  f r o n t  g a t e s  l a s t  Junk and 
burned i t  s i x  months l a t e r .  

Naylor s a i d  she  found o u t  on a Saturday i n  mid-December t h a t  a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  held a warrant  
for h e r  a r r e s t  b u t  w o u l d  g i v e  h e r  u n t i l  t h e  nex t  Monday t o  appear  i n  c o u r t  and pay bond. L a t e r  
s h e  l ea rned  t h e  warran t  s p e c i f i e d  s h e  n o t  be  al lowed o u t  on b a i l .  Without a warning, she would 
have been r equ i r ed  t o  spend t h e  weekend i n  jail, she said. 

The l a b o r  cutback came a s  t h e  Foreign Mission Board began t o  reduce  i ts  subs idy  t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l ,  which has been a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of  Southern B a p t i s t  mission work i n  Ind i a  s i n c e  its 
d e d i c a t i o n  i n  1973. I n  keeping with a worldwide p o l i c y ,  t h e  board is moving toward making a l l  
such h o s p i t a l s  s e l f - suppa r t i ng .  

A t  i t s  June meeting, t h e  board approved i n  p r i n c i p l e  a proposa l  t o  r e l e a s e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
c o n t r o l  of  the  h o s p i t a l  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Medical Col lege  i n  Vel lore ,  I nd i a .  Under t h e  proposed 
agreement, t h e  board would cont inue  t o  own t h e  mu l t i -mi l l i on  d o l l a r  f a c i l i t y  and a s s i g n  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  it. The medical  c o l l e g e  would mnage it and r e c e i v e  dec reas ing  s u b s i d i e s  from 
t h e  board dur ing  t h e  nex t  f i v e  years .  

--3O-- 

P a s t o r s  should i n s p i r e ,  
n o t  r u l e ,  Hobbs s a y s  By Sarah  Zimerman 

B a p t i s t  Press 
6/29/88 

OKLAHOMA CITY (BPI--?he r e s o l u t i o n  l a b e l e d  lvpriesthood of t h e  b e l i e v e r w  passed by messengers 
a t  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention would be b e t t e r  called % u t h o r i t y  of p a s t o r s , "  a Southern 
B a p t i s t  s ta tesman said. 

( t h e  r e s o l u t i o n )  affirms t h e  b e l i e f  of t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r .  The i s s u e  is 
p a s t o r a l  a u t h o r i t y , "  s a i d  Herschel  H.  Hobbs, p a s t o r  emeritus of First B a p t i s t  Church of Oklahoma 
C i ty  and chairman of t h e  committee which wrote t h e  B a p t i s t  Fa i th  and Message s ta tement .  

The pr i e s thood  of t h e  b e l i e v e r  "among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  means tha t  each person can read  and 
i n t e r p r e t  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  as h e  f e e l s  l e d  by t h e  Holy S p i r i t s n  Hobbs said i n  an article h e  wrote 
a f t e r  t h e  convention.  The p r i n c i p l e  o f  s o u l  competency "means t h a t  each  person  d e a l s  d i r e c t l y  
with God wi thou t  need for any human mediator ,  and t h a t  he is re spons ib l e  t o  God alone." 

--more-- 
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' The r e s o l u t i o n  a f f i r m s  t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  bu t  emphasizes t h e  l l ro le ,  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  pas tor . "  Of t h e  20,000 messengers p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  vo t e ,  
10,950 o r  54.75 p e r c e n t ,  voted t o  approve t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  Although approved by messengers, 
r e s o l u t i o n s  a r e  n o t  b inding  on l o c a l  churches.  

The ve r se  c i t e d  i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  suppor t  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  p a s t o r  is Hebrews 13: 17 which 
beg ins ,  i n  t h e  King James Version,  "Obey them t h a t  have t h e  r u l e  ove r  you. l1 During an  in t e rv i ew  
after the convent ion ,  Hobbs s a i d  t h e  Greek word f o r  ' r u l e '  i n  t h a t  v e r s e  is t r a n s l a t e d  " the  one 
who is i n  f r o n t  o f  you." 

The r o l e  of  the p a s t o r  Is f l l aade r sh ip  and i n s p i r a t i o n , "  Hobbs s a i d .  "He is n o t  t o  r u l e .  We 
is t o  lead  i n  p lanning  and t o  i n s p i r e  coope ra t ion  and gu ide  t h e  people.f1 A p a s t o r  i s  t o  be an 
e l d e r  o r  counse lor ,  an  o v e r s e e r  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  and a shepherd o r  p a s t o r ,  he added. 

Hobbs noted t h a t  the Apostle Paul  s a i d  he could have ordered t h e  church t o  d o  something, bu t  
i n s t e a d  Paul  urged it  t o  a c t i o n  and appea led  t o  reason.  

A d i c t a t o r s h i p  is " f a r  more e f f i c i e n t "  t han  a democracy, Hobbs said, because d e c i s i o n s  a r e  
made f a s t e r .  ''It t a k e s  a democracy time t o  g e t  moving, bu t  when i t  does ,  i t  w i l l  run  ove r  a 
d i c t a t o r s h i p  every t i m e a n  

I 
The B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message, a s t a t emen t  of  B a p t i s t  b e l i e f s  adopted by t h e  Southern 

B a p t i s t  Convention i n  1963, n o t e s  t h a t  i n  t h e  church members a r e  equa l ly  r e spons ib l e ,  bu t  i t s  
s c r i p t u r a l  o f f i c e r s  are p a s t o r s  and deacons. 

The r e s o l u t i o n  s a y s  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  pr ies thood o f  b e l i e v e r  has  been used t o  l l j u s t i f y  wrongly 
t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  a C h r i s t i a n  may b e l i e v e  whatever he s o  chooses and s t i l l  be considered a l o y a l  
Southern  Baptist. * 

Hobbs agreed t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  could be aSused. "While we do  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  s o u l ' s  
competency and p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  i t  should n o t  b e  cons t rued  t o  mean you can b e l i e v e  
j u s t  anyth ing  and be  i n  harmony with accepted  b e l i e f s  o f  B a p t i s t s , "  h e  said. 

The B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message d e f i n e s  a B a p t i s t  church as an nautonomous body, ope ra t ing  
through democrat ic  p roces se s  under  t h e  Lordship of Jesus Chr i s t . "  Hobbs s a i d :  ?'Many people 
i n t e r p r e t  t h a t  a s  'we're a R a p t i s t  church. Nobody can  t e l l  u s  what t o  do. l "  

However, Nobbs noted  B a p t i s t s  a r e  a "body o f  people  he ld  t o g e t h e r  by c e r t a i n  b a s i c  be l i e f s . l l  
The church is t o  o p e r a t e  "under the  Lordship o f  J e s u s  Chr i s t .  We a r e  n o t  f r e e  t o  do  a s  we 
p l ea se  b u t  a s  C h r i s t  p l e a s e s , "  h e  po in t ed  ou t .  The p r i e s thood  o f  b e l i e v e r s  and s o u l  competency 
"are n o t  blank checks  t o  be  f i l l e d  i n  by each  person  as h e  w i l l s . "  

B a p t i s t s  are "independent people who exp res s  t h e i r  independence through voluntary  
coopera t ion ,  " Hobbs added. 

I P e t e r  2:9 is one o f  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  used f o r  t h e  b i b l i c a l  b a s i s  o f  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  
b e l i e v e r .  Hobbs noted  t h e  v e r s e  a l s o  s t r e s s e s  t h e  " r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of p r i e s thood  i n  miss ions  and 
evangelism t o  b r i n g  t h e  whole world t o  J e s u s  Chr is t . "  

Concerning o t h e r  convention con t rove r sy ,  Hobbs s a i d  "Our agenc i e s  a r e  coope ra t ing  i n  a 
marvelous way (wi th  Peace Committee r e c o m n d a t i o n s ) .  The f u s s  is coming from those  f a c t i o n s  
ove r  which no one has c o n t r o l ,  except  t h e i r  conscience.  

The l o c a l  church  should n o t  s u f f e r ,  Nobbs s a i d ,  "as long as  we keep it a t  the top. It may 
h u r t  o u r  i n f l u e n c e  with t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  b u t  i t  won't h u r t  t h e  l o c a l  church u n l e s s  t h e  p a s t o r s  
who get  involved  t a k e  it back t o  t h e i r  churches." 

One major problem Hobbs sees i n  t h e  convent ion  is t h e  l a c k  of knowledge about  B a p t i s t  
doc t r i ne :  "We have  grown a g e n e r a t i o n  t h a t  doea n o t  know o u r  Bap t i s t  h e r i t a g e  o r  b e l i e f s .  These 
young p r e a c h e r s  were wearing d i a p e r s  o r  were i n  rompers 25 years ago (when t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and 
Message was adopted.) I would dam say they  haven ' t  read it." 

-03Oo- 
(~immermaa is a s s i s t a n t  e d i t o r  of t h e  B a p t i s t  Messenger, Oklahoma B a p t i s t s f  newsjournal. ) 
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Southeastern t r u s t e e s  
elect  2 new o f f i c e r s  

WAKE FOREST, N .C. (BPI--Trustees of Southeasterrl Bap t i s t  Theological. Seminary i n  Wake 
Fores t ,  N.C., have e lec ted  G. Paul  F le tcher  and George E. Worrell a s  v i c e  p res iden t s  fo r  i n t e r n a l  
a f f a i r s  and ex te rna l  a f f a i r s ,  r e spec t ive ly ,  e f f e c t i v e  July 1. 

The h i r i n g s  f i l l .  two of  th ree  vacant spo t s  on the  adminis t ra t ion of  Southeastern, which were 
l e f t  vacant when f i v e  top o f f i c i a l s  -- inc luding then Pres ident  Randall Lolley and Academic Dean 
Morris Ashcraft -- announced t h e i r  r e s igna t ions  i n  November 1987, i n  disagreement with t r u s t e e s  
over the  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  seminmary. 

Current President Lewis A.  Drummond, who took o f f i c e  April  1 ,  sa id  a search is underway f o r  
a v ice  p res iden t  f o r  academic a f fa i r s /dean  of the  facul.ty. 

Fle tcher ,  a s s i s t a n t  t o  the  p res iden t  f o r  business  a f f a i r s  a t  t h e  seminary s ince  1980, w i l l  
be responsible f o r  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  inc luding f i n a n c i a l ,  information,  p lan t  and s tudent  
se rv ices .  He is a n a t i v e  of Virginia and a graduate of Wake Forest  University. P r i o r  t o  joining 
Southeastern he was d i r e c t o r  of development a t  Judson College i n  Marion, Ala., and in  p r i v a t e  
business.  

F le tcher ,  48, was appointed l a s t  fall by t r u s t e e s  t o  provide t r a n s i t i o n a l  se rv ices  between 
the  res igna t ion  of Lolley and t h e  coming of  Drummond. 

Worrell,  58, d i r e c t o r  of  evangelism f o r  the  Missouri Bapt is t  Convention i n  Jefferson City, 
w i l l  b e  responsible f o r  f i n a n c i a l  development, alumni a f f a i r s ,  admissions and public r e l a t i o n s .  
He is a na t ive  of  Texas and a graduate of  Texas Technological Universi ty and Southwestern Bap t i s t  
Theological Seminary i n  For t  Worth, Texas. 

P r io r  t o  jo ining t h e  Missouri convention, he was i n  the  evangelism d i v i s i o n  o f  the  Rap t i s t  
General Convention o f  Texas and pas to r  o f  two Texas churches. 

--30-- 

Seminary professor  gets  
HMB urban t r a i n i n g  award 

Bapt is t  Press 
6/29/88 

ATLANTA (BP )--Larry McSwain, professor of  church and community a t  Southern Bap t i s t  
Theological Seminary, i n  Lou i sv i l l e ,  Ky., has received an award f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  con t r ibu t ions  t o  
urban t r a i n i n g  among Southern Bap t i s t s .  

McSvain received t h e  recogni t ion during the  annual meeting of the  Urban Training Cooperative 
advisory committee. 

The cooperative is a j o i n t  venture  of t h e  denomination's s i x  seminaries and the  metropolitan 
missions department of  the  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Hission Board. It was founded in 1973 t o  help  
ind iv idua l s  and churches achieve a more e f f e c t i v e  Chr i s t i an  mission i n  an urban socie  ty. 

The honor recognizes McSwaints involvement i n  a t  l e a s t  50 urban t r a i n i n g  events  during the  
pas t  15 years. He a l s o  has produced research on urban issues f o r  t h e  Home Mission BoardTs mega 
focus c i t i e s  and multi-family housing programs. 

McSwain is t h e  four th  r e c i p i e n t  of  t h e  award, which was presented by Je re  Allen, d i r e c t o r  of 
the  board's  metropoli tan missions department. 

--30-- 

Rogers, Gregory messages 
ava i l ab le  on videotape 

Bap t i s t  Press 
6/29/88 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Videotapes of  addresses  by Adrian P, Rogers and Joe l  Gregory t o  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention annual meeting t h i s  summer are a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  B a p t i s t  Telecommunication 
Network . 

--more-- 



5/29/88 Page 4 B a p t i s t  P re s s  
s. 

Rogers, who ended his term a s  SBC p r e s i d e n t  du r ing  t h e  annual  meeting June 14-16 i n  San 
Antonio, Texas, de l ive red  t h e  annua l  p r e s i d e n t  l s  addres s .  Gregory, p a s t o r  o f  Travis  Avenue 
B a p t i s t  Church i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas, preached t h e  oanvent ion  sermon. 

Requests by messengers t o  t h e  annual  meeting have prompted BTN t o  sel l  t h e  t a p e s ,  according 
t o  a spokesperson f o r  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday School  Board. 

The t a p e s  o f  each  message c o s t  $24.95 and may be ordered through t h e  Sunday School Board's 
Lol l - f ree  te lephone  number, 1-800-458-BSSB. 

Jimmy Edwards, v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  f o r  church programs and s e r v i c e s ,  s a i d  t h e  messages were taped 
as p a r t  of BTNfs l i v e  gavel- to-gavel  coverage of t h e  convent ion  meeting t r ansmi t t ed  t o  
churches  and through many c a b l e  systems throughout  t h e  country.  

I 
"Since t h e  convention,  we have had numerous r e q u e s t s  f o r  t h e s e  messages," he s a i d .  

--30-- 

L e t t e r s  overwhelm B a p t i s t  P re s s  
missionary k i d s  By Frank Wm, White 6/29/88 

NASHVILLE (BPI--3undles and c r a t e s  o f  l e t t e r s  from Sunday school  c h i l d r e n  have overwhelmed 
fou r  missionary c h i l d r e n  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  and o f f e r e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  w i tnes s  
t o  o t h e r s .  

The f o u r  f o r e i g n  and home missionary c h i l d r e n  were s i n g l e d  o u t  t o  r e c e i v e  mail from f i r s t -  
and second-grade Sunday school  c h i l d r e n  as an  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  J u l y  1987 u n i t  o f  Bib le  Learners  i n  
t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board's foundat ion  s e r i e s .  

The u n i t  was w r i t t e n  by Rob Sanders  whi le  a t  Midwestern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  
Kansas C i t y ,  Mo. He now is  a c o n s u l t a n t  i n  c h i l d r e n ' s  work i n  t h e  board ' s  church t r a i n i n g  
department. 

"The u n i t  was about  c a r i n g  f o r  church f r i e n d s .  I was looking  f o r  conc re t e  ways c h i l d r e n  
could r e l a t e  t o  t h i s , w  s a i d  Sanders. n Involv ing  MKS (miss ionary  k i d s )  would be a novel  
exper ience  f o r  many o f  t h e  ch i ld ren . "  

Two o f  t h e  missionary c h i l d r e n  r ece ived  s t a c k s  o f  ma i l  even though they had changed 
l o c a t i o n s  from t h e  time t h e  m a t e r i a l  was w r i t t e n  u n t i l  i t  appeared i n  p r i n t .  

One became somewhat o f  a c e l e b r i t y  while  on fu r lough  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  h i s  mother s a i d .  
"It was a double b l e s s i n g  f o r  us .  When we v i s i t e d  churches ,  people recognized u s  and s a i d  they 
had r e a d  about  u s  i n  Sunday schoo l , "  s a i d  Claudia Boyd, mother o f  nine-year-old David Boyd. 

The Boyds were m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  Colombia when t h e  Sunday school  m a t e r i a l  was w r i t t e n ,  bu t  
they moved t o  Argentina a f t e r  fur lough.  

Only a few months ago, t h e  Boyds r ece ived  c r a t e s  w i th  t h e i r  be longings  from Colombia, 
Included i n  t h e  shipment were f i v e  boxes o f  mail f o r  David. 

A t  t h e  time, David had a v i r u s  and was i n  bed f o r  s e v e r a l  days. H i s  Argentine f r i e n d s  
helped h i s  mother open t h e  l e t t e r s  and l i s t e n e d  a s  s h e  r e a d  t h e  hundreds o f  l e t t e r s  t o  him. 

"It h a s  been a n e a t  test imony t o  t e l l  them t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  people i n  t h e  United States are 
praying  f o r  David, lt s h e  s a i d .  

David shared  many of t h e  p e n c i l s ,  s t i c k e r s  and o t h e r  items i n  t h e  l e t t e r s  wi th  h i s  Argentine 
f r i e n d s .  

Sarah Schmidt, a l s o  i n  Argentina with h e r  miss ionary  p a r e n t s ,  Randal l  and Cindy Schmidt,  
rece ived  more t h a n  1,000 le t ters ,  Boyd said. 

The Schmidts l i v e  i n  a remote area of Argentina and could not be con tac t ed ,  However, they 
have a computer and are a t t empt ing  to  respond t o  t h e  letters. 

--more -- 
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< Timothy Grarnly , a s s o c i a t e  p a s t o r  a t  T r i n i t y  B a p t i s t  Church i n  S tockton ,  C a l i f . ,  said h i s  
daughter  She l ly  r ece ived  t h e  l e t t e r s  by way o f  Iowa, where he  had been a church p l a n t e r  when t h e  
Sunday school  m a t e r i a l s  were w r i t t e n  t h r e e  y e a r s  ago. 

The p o s t  o f f i c e  i n  Onawa, Iowa, bundled t h e  S e t t e r s  t o  forward t o  s ix-year-old Shel ly .  

"They came i n  a t r i c k l e  a t  f i r s t .  Then we s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  bundles.  F i n a l l y ,  t hey  began t o  
t r i c k l e  i n  a g a i n ,  Gramly s a i d .  

He repo r t ed  She l ly  enjoyed t h e  l e t t e r s  even though she  was unable t o  r ead  most o f  them 
h e r s e l f .  

John G i l b e r t ,  a missionary t o  Chile, t r i e d  t o  keep a t a l l y  of t h e  l e t t e r s  h i s  daugh te r  
B r i t t n e y  rece ived .  By Apr i l  1988, t h e  t o t a l  was 1,211 from 44 s t a t e s .  L e t t e r s  cont inued  t o  
a r r i v e  and now t o t a l  more t han  1,500,  G i l b e r t  s a i d .  

B r i t t n e y ,  an eight-year-old second g r a d e r ,  s a i d  t h e  l e t t e r s  made h e r  f e e l  good through t h e  
year .  Some people a r e  w r i t i n g  a second t ime ,  s h e  s a i d .  

--30-- 

FMB names Tom Prevos t  B a p t i s t  P re s s  
t o  d i r e c t  l a y  s t r a t e g y  6/29/88 

RICHMOND, Va. (BPI--Tom E. Prevos t  w i l l  d i r e c t  a new s t r a t e g y  designed t o  make b e t t e r  use  of 
t h e  growing ranks  o f  Southern B a p t i s t s  l i v i n g  ove r seas  who want t o  he lp  i n  missions.  

As d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Fore ign  Mission Board's newly formed i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a y  
missions department ,  P r e v o s t ,  4 1 ,  w i l l  he lp  develop new ne thods  o f  m i n i s t r y  overseas  i nvo lv ing  
Southern B a p t i s t s  and o t h e r s  n o t  cons idered  f o r e i g n  m i s s i o n a r i e s  by voca t ion .  He a l s o  w i l l  
d i r e c t  e f f o r t s  i nvo lv ing  non-nissionary pe r sonne l  who f i l l  s p e c i a l  job r e q u e s t s  from t h e  f i e l d .  

The department  w i l l  h e lp  e n l i s t  people t o  work through Cooperat ive Se rv i ce s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  
an arm o f  t h e  board t h a t  r eaches  where m i s s i o n a r i e s  are unwelcome. It a l s o  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  board 
l o c a t e  Southern B a p t i s t s  and o t h e r s  who could spread  t h e  gospe l  i n s i d e  f o r e i g n  n a t i o n s  where they 
t r a v e l  o r  l i v e .  

A n a t i v e  o f  Jackson,  Miss., Prevos t  h a s  worked a t  t h e  Foreign Mission Board s i n c e  1953. 
Before t h a t  h e  was a home missionary i n  Phoenix, Ar iz . ,  and a p a s t o r  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  and West 
V i rg in i a .  He is married t o  t h e  former Caro l  Page o f  Amory, Miss., and they have two sons .  

I n  ano the r  development, t h e  board h a s  named Norman N. Burnes TI1 t o  d i r e c t  i t s  miss ionary  
l e a r n i n g  department  and A r v i l l s  S e n t e r  t o  be a s s o c i a t e  d i r e c t o r  o f  missionary o r i e n t a t i o n .  
Burnes will ove r see  o r i e n t a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  programs o f f e r e d  p r imar i l y  a t  t h e  Cauthen Missionary 
Learning Center  i n  Rockvi l le ,  Va. S e n t e r  w i l l  h e l p  p l an  and schedule t h e  seven-week missionary 
o r i e n t a t i o n  program. 

Burnes, from Rome, Ga., is a former p a s t o r  and Southern B a p t i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  I s r a e l  who 
h a s  worked a s  a miss ionary  cand ida t e  c o n s u l t a n t  a t  t h e  board s i n c e  1981. He is marr ied  t o  t h e  
former Kathryn Ba t t en  of  Rocky Mount, N.C., and they  have  t h r e e  grown c h i l d r e n .  

I 

S e n t e r ,  who grew up i n  San Angelo, Texas, and h i s  wife ,  t h e  former Pau l ine  McMahon of 
F reepor t ,  Texas, were Southern B a p t i s t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  Tanzania from 1963 t o  1984. Since then  he  
has been p a s t o r  o f  Town Eas t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Mesquite,  Texas, and coord ina ted  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s t u d e n t  program, working w i t h  Afr ican  s t u d e n t s  s tudy ing  i n  t h e  Dal las -For t  Worth area. 

They have t h r e e  grown c h i l d r e n .  
--30-- 

(BP) photos mailed t o  s ta te  B a p t i s t  newspapers by Richmond bureau o f  B a p t i s t  P re s s  
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Lna te ,  House approve 
revenue foregone subs idy  By Kathy Pa len  

WASHINGTON (BPl - -~he  U.S. Senate  and House o f  Represen ta t i ves  have voted t o  maintain c u r r e n t  
p o s t a l  r a t e  l e v e l s  f o r  non -p ro f i t  m a i l e r s  through September 1989. 

Both v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  Treasury-Pos ta l  S e r v i c e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l  c o n t a i n  $436.4 m i l l i o n  f o r  
revenue foregone -- which s u b s i d i z e s  reduced p o s t a l  r a t e s  f o r  non-prof i t  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  i nc lud ing  
B a p t i s t  s t a t e  newspapers and some church n e w s l e t t e r s .  

During deba t e  on t h e  o v e r a l l  b i l l ,  a number o f  House members s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned t h e  
revenue foregone app rop r i a t i on .  

I n  an e f f o r t  t o  c l e a r  up nconfusionw o v e r  t h e  purpose o f  revenue foregone,  Rep. William D. 
Ford, D-Mich. , summarized t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n ' s  background. 

"The te rm i t s e l f  -- revenue foregone -- d e r i v e s  from t h e  p o l i c y  s e t  by Congress long  ago 
t h a t  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  p r e f e r r e d  mailers a r e  n o t  t o  b e  charged t h e  r e g u l a r  p o s t a l  r a t e s  t h a t  most 
m a i l e r s  are charged,"  Ford expla ined .  ''The P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  foregoes  c a l l e c t i n g  t h i s  revenue from 
t h e  p r e f e r r e d  ma i l e r s .  The Congress t hen  p r o v i d e s  t h i s  foregone revenue by means o f  an  annual  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  t h e  P o s t a l  Serv ice .  

"It is  impor tan t  t o  no t e  t h a t  t h i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  is n o t  an o p e r a t i n g  subsidy f o r  t h e  P o s t a l  
Serv ice .  Rather ,  it is  necessary  t o  f u r t h e r  congres s iona l  p o l i c y  t h a t  c e r t a i n  m a i l e r s  should n o t  
pay t h e  f u l l  r a t e .  " 

Ford cont inued:  "If Congress does  n o t  provide  a s u f f i c i e n t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i n  any p a r t i c u l a r  
yea r ,  t h e  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  is empowered by law t o  r a i s e  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  r a t e s  t o  t h e  l e v e l  necessary 
t o  make up t'ne d i f f e r e n c e .  This has happened i n  t h e  p a s t .  Because o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  s h o r t f a l l s  
i n  f i s c a l  y e a r  1986, t h e  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  r a i s e d  p r e f e r r e d  r a t e s  i n  January 1986 by an average  of  
about  30 percent .  S t i l l  a n o t h e r  r a t e  i n c r e a s e  became e f f e c t i v e  on March 9 ,  1986. 

"The overwhelming ma jo r i t y  o f  revenue foregone d o l l a r s  each y e a r  goes  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  non- 
p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  many o f  which a r e  s t i l l  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  r ecove r  from t h e  f i n a n c i a l  blows of 
t h e  ca l enda r  y e a r  1986 r a t e   increase^.'^ 

The b i l l ' s  two v e r s i o n s  -- which c o n b i n  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s e c t i o n s  o t h e r  than  t h e  P o s t a l  
Se rv i ce  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  -- now g o  t o  a Senate-House con fe rence  committee t o  work o u t  t hose  
d i f f e r e n c e s .  Once a compromise is reached ,  t h e  b i l l  must be  s igned  by t h e  p r e s i d e n t  be fo re  
becoming law. 

A memo from James C. Miller 111, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  Management and Budget, ha s  
i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  may v e t o  t h e  b i l l  i n  i ts p r e s e n t  form. Although P r e s i d e n t  Reagan 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  has  opposed t h e  revenue foregone subs idy ,  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  were c i t e d  by M i l l e r  a s  
causes  f o r  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  v e t o .  

Such a v e t o  most l i k e l y  would be  over r idden  s i n c e  bo th  houses passed t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  by more 
than t h e  two- th i rds  ma jo r i t y  t h a t  would be needed f o r  an ove r r ide .  

--30-- 

S o v i e t  phys i c i ans  l e a r n  
eye  technique  i n  Memphla 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
6/29/88 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BPI--They d i d n l  t look any d i f f e r e n t  from o t h e r  B a p t i s t  Memorial Hosp i t a l  
o p e r a t i n g  room personnel  i n  p r o t e c t i v e  gowns, pan t s  and s u r g i c a l  masks, bu t  when they  spoke, it 
was i n  Russian. 

For  two weeks in June, Glinchuk Yaroslav and Aleksei Kharizov, phys i c i ans  from t h e  Moscow 
Research I n s t i t u t e  of Eye Microsurgery i n  the Soviet Union v i s i t e d  Memphis, Tenn., t o  observe 
techniques  developed by S t e v e  Char les ,  an optha lmologis t  on B a p t i s t  Hosp i t a l ' s  s t a f f  who invented  
and p e r f e c t  d  techniques and tools f o r  a d e l i c a t e  eye  o p e r a t i o n  c a l l e d  v i t r e o r e t i n a l  surgery. 

--more -- 
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x - Char les  met t h e  two S o v i e t s  when h e  v i s i t e d  Russia  i n  August o f  1987. "These guys  c a r e  
about  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s ,  Cha r l e s  s a i d ,  adding ,  "They have p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  work. .. . They have t h e  
same c a s e  mix (o f  p a t i e n t s ) ,  t h e  same needs,  t h e  same e t h i c s . "  

Kharizov s a i d  medical  problems i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  "We have t h e  same d i s e a s e s ,  t h e  same problems, same equipment," he s a i d ,  adding smoking 
and d r ink ing  are s e r i o u s  concerns  t h e r e ,  a s  h e r e .  

He s a i d  Sov ie t  p h y s i c i a n s  r e c e i v e  s i m i l a r  t r a i n i n g ,  undergoing s i x  y e a r s  o f  medical  
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  followed by two y e a r s  i n  t h e i r  medical  s p e c i a l t y .  I n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  d o c t o r s  
r e c e i v e  f i v e  t o  10 y e a r s  i n  medical  s choo l  and r e s idency  t r a i n i n g .  

Although t h e  number o f  female physicians i n  t h e  U.S. has reached 15 pe rcen t ,  i n  t h e  Sov ie t  
Union, some 50 t o  60 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  d o c t o r s  a r e  women, working i n  a l l  medical  s p e c i a l t i e s ,  
Kharizov es t imated .  

American p h y s i c i a n s  a b i d e  by t h e  Hippocra t ie  o a t h ,  a code o f  medical  conduct and e t h i c s  
named a f t e r  t h e  a n c i e n t  Greek phys ic ian ,  S o v i e t  phys i c i ans ,  Kharizov s a i d ,  s i g n  a similar oa th  
before beginning medical  p r a c t i c e .  

One major d i f f e r e n c e  between S o v i e t  and American medicine, he s a i d ,  is t h a t  a l l  Sov ie t  
h o s p i t a l s  are government-owned and opera ted .  His coun t ry  h a s  no p r i v a t e  h o s p i t a l s  such a s  
B a p t i s t  Hosp i t a l  o f  Memphis. 

--3O-- 

D e t r o i t  layman p l a n s  t o  become 
a p a s t o r  by s t a r t i n g  a church  By Mark Wingfield 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
6/29/88 

DETROIT (BP)--Henry Dorsey is n e i t h e r  a p a s t o r  n o r  a miss ionary ,  b u t  he  i n t e n d s  t o  become 
both by s t a r t i n g  a church.  

He hasn ' t  had a fa l l . ing  o u t  w i th  h i s  c u r r e n t  church o r  d i scovered  some r a d i c a l  i n s i g h t  t h e  
church p rev ious ly  ignored.  Dorsey is a Yichigan layman who sees a need f o r  more churches  i n  h i s  
c i t y  and f e e l s  God h a s  prepared  him t o  d o  something abou t  i t .  

lfChurches ought  t o  be a s  p l en t eous  as shopping ma1ls ln  Dorsey says. 

He l i v e s  i n  S o u t h f i e l d ,  an upper-middle-class suburb o f  D e t r o i t ,  and p l a n s  t o  begin  a new 
Southern B a p t i s t  congrega t ion  t h e r e .  "A l o t  o f  people who l i v e  i n  Sou th f i e ld  have been b l e s sed  
m a t e r i a l l y  and e d u c a t i o n a l l y ,  b u t  have neve r  been churched,lf he s ays .  "Among those  f o l k s  a r e  
people who want s a lva t ion . "  

Dorsey h a s  t h e  suppor t  o f  h i s  p a s t o r  and o f  t h e  Michigan B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Convention. Rochelle 
Davis ,  p a s t o r  o f  Temple of Faith Baptist Church, s a y s  Dorsey can i d e n t i f y  with h i s  t a r g e t  
congrega t ion  o f  predominantly b l ack  middle- and upper -c lass  r e s i d e n t s .  

Dorsey, 43 ,  worked f o r  General  Motors Corp. for  20 y e a r s ,  making h i s  way through t h e  r anks  
t o  become an  e igh th - l eve l  supe r in t enden t  i n  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l .  He took e a r l y  r e t i r emen t  through 
GMf s budget -cu t t ing  buyout  program so he  could devote  f u l l  time t o  min i s t ry .  

! 
Although he  had a succeaaf 'ul c a r e e r  i n  t h e  a u t o  i n d u s t r y ,  Dorsey saw t h e  buyout as a way 

for him t o  f u l f i l l  a lifelong dream t o  become a m i n i s t e r .  " A l l  my l i f e f s  endeavors  have  been 
I 

prepa r ing  me f o r  t h i s  even t , "  he  s ays .  

God's p r e p a r a t i o n  al lowed GM t o  f i n a n c e  a large p a r t  o f  t h i s  church s t a r t .  I n  his co rpo ra t e  
job, Dorsey l ea rned  t o  t e a c h  c o u r s e s  and make p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  large groups ,  s k i l l s  he  will now 
apply  t o  t each ing  and preaching  the Bib le .  Because he r e c e i v e s  a n  adequate  r e t i r e m e n t  income 
from GM, Dorsey won't be a financial burden t o  t h e  new congregat ion.  

Even Dorsey f s  e x p e r t i s e  i n  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  h a s  some bea r ing  on m i n i s t r y ,  he says: "In t h e  
church ,  wet re  aiming for p e r f e c t i o n .  We want people t o  s t r i v e  f o r  a s i n l e s s  l i f e . "  

--more-- 
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To supplement h i s  s e c u l a r  educa t ion ,  Dorsey is a t t e n d i n g  seminary ex t ens ion  c l a s s e s  i n  
D e t r o i t .  Re v o l u n t e e r s  a t  t h e  B a p t i s t  c e n t e r  t h r e e  days  each week t o  g a i n  p r a c t i c a l  m i n i s t r y  
exper ience .  

Dorsey is an  a r t i c u l a t e  man wi th  a commanding p re sence ,  a  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  s t r e e t  people he  
works among a t  t h e  c e n t e r  i n  downtown D e t r o i t ' s  Cass Corr idor .  

Dorsey walks through t h e  c e n t e r ' s  s e c u r i t y  door and begins  g r e e t i n g  men and women who have 
j u s t  f i n i s h e d  b r e a k f a s t .  They wear rumpled second-hand garments  from t h e  c e n t e r ' s  c l o t h i n g  room; 
he  wears  a s u i t  wi th  n e a t l y  p re s sed  s h i r t  and t i e .  

But t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  appearance makes no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  communication. Some o f  t h e  c e n t e r ' s  
r e g u l a r s  have been w a i t i n g  f o r  him t o  come and soon s t r i k e  up conve r sa t ions  about  t imes  gone by. 

I n  t h e  d i n i n g  room, Dorsey announces t h e  morning B ib l e  s tudy .  He moves down t h e  h a l l  toward 
t h e  chape l ,  wi th  s e v e r a l  people t r a i l i n g  behind -- most j u s t  c u r i o u s  t o  s e a  what 's go ing  on. 

Dorsey hands o u t  B i b l e s  t o  t h e  f o u r  who come i n ,  and t h e  s tudy  beg ins  wi th  prayer .  

During t h e  cou r se  o f  t h e  l e s s o n  on p r i d e ,  t h e  one woman i n  t h e  c l a s s  g e t s  up and wanders out  
o f  t h e  chapel .  But Dorsey con t inues  t each ing  wi thout  pause ,  a s  though he  were t a l k i n g  with t h r e e  

- of t h e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  men i n  D e t r o i t .  

Dorsey speaks  bo ld ly  about  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  h i s  va r ious  t e x t s ,  exp la in ing  meanings 
behind b i b l i c a l  words and t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  of  t h e  au tho r .  His a b i l i t y  t o  exp la in  t h e  B ib l e  
comes from spending time s tudy ing  t h e  B ib le ,  he  t e l l s  t h e  c l a s s ,  wYoulve g o t  t o  t a k e  B ib l e  s tudy  
s e r i o u s l y .  

A f t e r  t h e  B ib l e  s t u d y ,  Dorsey answers i n d i v i d u a l  q u e s t i o n s  and then  moves quick ly  back t o  
t h e  d i n i n g  room, where a crowd h a s  assembled f o r  lunch.  Another a r e a  p a s t o r  is scheduled t o  
preach t o  t h e  group, b u t  Dorsey h a s  a sermon prepared  just i n  c a s e  h e  is  c a l l e d  on. 

When i t  becomes e v i d e n t  t h e  scheduled speaker  w i l l  n o t  a r r i v e ,  Dorsey g l a d l y  s t e p s  i n t o  t h e  
middle o f  t h e  room, opens h i s  B ib l e  and beg ins  speaking  pas s iona t e ly  about  God's judgment on 
immorality . 

Dorsey says  h e  is always prepared  t o  p reach ,  because he wants t o  g a i n  every b i t  of  
exper ience  he  can.  He needs  t h e  oppor tun i ty  a t  t h e  B a p t i s t  c e n t e r  a s  much a s  t h e  people t h e r e  
need t o  h e a r  him. 

This  m i n i s t r y  t o  t h e  less f o r t u n a t e  is n o t  j u s t  a s t e p p i n g  s t o n e  t o  a g r e a t e r  p o s i t i o n  f o r  
t h e  a s p i r i n g  p a s t o r ,  though. He i n t e n d s  t o  i nco rpo ra t e  an  i n n e r - c i t y  m i n i s t r y  i n t o  t h e  f a b r i c  of 
h i s  new church from t h e  beginning.  

Dorsey wants t o  t a p  t h e  s k i l l s  and r e s o u r c e s  o f  h i s  Future suburban congrega t ion  t o  add re s s  
t h e  i l l s  o f  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  urbaa  neighborhoods. "The c i t y ' s  s ~ f f s r i n g , ~  he  says .  " I 'd  l i k e  t o  
g e t  some C h r i s t i a n s  back i n  t h e  c i t y ,  because what 's  a  problem i n  t h e  c i t y  today w i l l  be a 
problem i n  t h e  suburbs  t o m o r r o ~ . ~  

Addressing t h e s e  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  opens t h e  door f o r  meeting s p i r i t u a l  needs,  which Dorsey says  
is h i s  main concern. "If we  s o l v e  s o c i a l  needs,  many t i m e s  t h i s  w i l l  p repare  s p i r i t u a l  s o i l  
where you can  p l a n t  seeds,w he  exp la in s .  

Both i n  t h e  city and the  suburbs ,  evangel ism will be a p r i o r i t y  of his new church. Even t h e  
pre l iminary  home B ib l e  s t u d y  is p a r t  o f  t h i s  s t r a t e g y .  Dorsey is focus ing  on winning t h e  heads 
o f  households,  who wlll t h e n  b r i n g  the i r  families. 

Eugene Bragg, d i r e c t o r  of black church  r e l a t i o n s  for  t h e  state convent ion ,  s a y s  Dorsepls  
p l an  w i l l  p rove  e f f e c t i v e :  "He knows where h e ' s  going. He's done a l o t  of t h ink ing  abou t  i t ,  a 
l o t  o f  planning."  

"1 want t o  t each  people t o  be part  of the Great C ~ t m i s s i o n , ~  Dorsey says. "Every member 
should mature t o  be a w i t n e s s ,  i f  j u s t  w i t h i n  t h e i r  o m  block."  

--more-- 
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He w i l l  begin knocking on doors,  house by house, before he h a s  proper ty ,  plans f o r  a 
i u i l d i n g  o r  an o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  f o r  himself. "1 don ' t  want t o  g e t  a bui ld ing and wait  f o r  the  
s i n n e r s  t o  show up,  he says. 

tlItls winning sou l s  t h a t  makes a d i f fe rence ,  not  bu i ld ing  a l a r g e  congregation. 
-..30-- 

Cooperative missions v i t a l  
to  Charl ie B r a z i l ' s  l i f e  By Ken Camp 

Bap t i s t  Press 
6/29/88 

DALLAS (BP 1--llCharl.ie Braz i ln  h a s  good reason t o  speak highly of Southern Bap tis t a t  
cooperative missionary and educat ional  work. Cooperative Program-supported m i n i s t r i e s  have been 
woven throughout t h e  f a b r i c  o f  h i s  l i f e .  

Valdeci A .  da S i lva ,  nicknamed "Charlie B r a z i l w  when he worked with Texas Royal Ambassadors 
20 years ago, was led  t o  Chr i s t  a t  age e i g h t  near h i s  home i n  Rio Largo, Alagoas, B r a z i l ,  by 
missionary Boyd OINeal. Soon af terward,  he became a c t i v e l y  involved i n  Embaixadores do Rei, 
Portugese f o r  Royal Ambassadors, the  B a p t i s t  mission program for boys. 

After  undergoing a s e r i o u s  medical problem a t  age 12, da S i l v a  committed h i s  l i f e  t o  full- 
time Chr i s t i an  se rv ice .  Moving t o  Rio de Jane i ro ,  he began t o  preach and t o  work a t  Shepard 
College, a school named f o r  Southern Bap t i s t  missionary John W. Shepard. 

"1 am t h e  d i r e c t  f r u i t  o f  Southern B a p t i s t  fore ign missions,  and my development i n  Christ 
came about through Royal Ambassadors," da S i l v a  sa id .  "1 bel ieve  i n  missions. I f  Southern 
B a p t i s t s  hadn' t  sent ( ~ i l l i a m  B. and Anne Luther) Bagby t o  Braz i l  many yea rs  ago, the re  is no 
t e l l i n g  what would have happened t o  my country. And if Boyd OINeaL hadn' t  been sent, I might 
never have come t o  know t h e  Lord. l1 

In  1966 he came t o  Texas t o  a t t e n d  t h e  Universi ty of Corpus C h r i s t i ,  which a t  t h a t  time was 
a B a p t i s t  school. During t h e  summer o f  1967 when da S i l v a  needed room and board between 
semesters,  W.L. nWimpyff Smith and Bob Dixon o f  Texas B a p t i s t  Hen found him a temporary pos i t ion  
a t  Zephyr Bap t i s t  Encampment. 

l11 found ou t  t h a t  within th ree  weeks he had become the  camp pastor, l l  Dixon reca l l ed .  l11 
s a i d ,  ' I f  he ' s  that  good, we need t o  have him on our R A  s t a t e  s t a f f . ' "  

Da S i l v a  worked f o r  severa l  y e a r s  with Royal Ambassadors and a s  a mission pas tor  i n  Corpus 
C h r i s t i  and Por t  Lavaca, Texas. 

"It was such a b less ing  coming t o  know and love t h e  k i d s ,  showing them t h e  r e a l  meaning o f  
l i f e  i n  Jesus Chr i s t , "  he sa id .  w1 be l i eve  i n  what Texas Bap t i s t s  are doing as  f a r  a s  ch i ld ren  
a r e  concerned. They a r e  no t  j u s t  our fu ture .  They a r e  our  present." 

During h i s  time i n  Texas, da  SiLva a l s o  served a s  a n  educator,  guidance counselor and duly 
appointed s p e c i a l  deputy f o r  Nueces County. I n  1972, he received a s p e c i a l  commendation from 
Pres ident  Richard Nixon and was named "Texas Honorary Ci t i zenn  by Gov. Preston Smith i n  
recogni t ion o f  h i s  work with Texas youth. 

After  completing a doctora te  i n  r e l i g i o u s  education a t  Berean Chr i s t i an  College i n  Wichita, 
Kan., he re turned t o  Braz i l .  He now is pas to r  o f  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of Bi r igu i ,  Sao Paulo, and 
is pres iden t  o f  t h e  Northeast B a p t i s t  Associat ion and t h e  Northeast Pastors Conference. 

Da S l l v a  remains o o m i t t e d  t o  work with youth. He cur ren t ly  se rves  on t h e  board of Bapt is t  
Children's  Home i n  Braz i l  and works as a volunteer  development o f f i c e r  f o r  the i n s t i t u t i o n ,  which 
houses 280 chi ldren.  

Da S i lva  also remains apprec ia t ive  t o  Southern Baptists for  t h e i r  suppor t  o f  the Cooperative 
Program un i f i ed  budget m i n i s t r i e s  t h a t  touched h i s  l i f e .  

wI be l i eve  i n  t h e  Cooperative P ~ o g r a m , ~  da Silva sa id .  HNo one church could do what a 
program l i k e  t h i s  does. When we jo in  our hands and u n i t e  our h e a r t s  t h i s  way, each church can 
p lay  a l i t t l e  part i n  missions around the  world." 

--3O-- 
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Capta in :  m i s s i o n  f i e l d  
g r e e n  i n  m i l i t a r y  By Breena Kent P a i n e  

NEW ORLEANS (BPI--"Ministry i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  is t h e  g r e e n e s t  m i s s i o n  f i e l d  i n  t h e  wor ld , "  
s a i d  Capt.  C h a r l e s  P a r k e r  o f  t h e  U.S. Navy C h a p l a i n s  Corps.  "We have  no  c u l t u r a l  o r  l anguage  
b a r r i e r s ,  and t h e r e ' s  n e v e r  a  s h o r t a g e  o f  p e o p l e  t o  m i n i s t e r  to ."  

I n  1967, P a r k e r ,  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  New O r l e a n s  B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary,  was p a s t o r i n g  a 
church  i n  Georgia  when h e  r e a d  a n  ar t ic le  t h a t  s a i d  n o t  enough c h a p l a i n s  were a v a i l a b l e  f a r  a l l  
t h e  t r o o p s  b e i n g  s e n t  t o  Vietnam. 

"I c o u l d n l t  s t a n d  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  s i t t i n g  i n  a c o m f o r t a b l e  p a s t o r a t e  w h i l e  t h e r e  were mar ines  
i n  combat w i t h o u t  c h a p l a i n s , l t  he s a i d .  "1 c o u l d n l t  g e t  i t  o f f  my mind. . . . I i n v e s t i g a t e d  how 
t o  become a  c h a p l a i n ,  and i n  f o u r  months was i n  Vietnam." 

Now, 21 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  P a r k e r  o v e r s e e s  new c h a p l a i n s  as t h e y  come i n t o  t h e  Navy. "My on ly  
r e g r e t  as  a  c h a p l a i n  is t h a t  a f t e r  one  more a s s i g n m e n t ,  1'11 have  t o  r e t i r e ,  and I'm e n v i o u s  o f  
t h e  young c h a p l a i n s  coming i n  who h a v e  30 y e a r s  ahead  o f  them," h e  s a i d .  

P a r k e r  h o l d s  many y e a r s  o f  memories. Once, w h i l e  i n  Vietnam, "1 was c o n d u c t i n g  a worship 
s e r v i c e  i n  a n  underground bunker ,  and a rep lacement  medic corpsman came i n  and s a t  i n  my s e r v i c e  
w i t h  a look  on h i s  face of f e a r ,  l o n e l i n e s s  and d e p r e s s i o n , "  h e  s a i d .  

"When t h e  s e r v i c e  was o v e r ,  h e  t o l d  me h e l d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  w i t h  me. So we went on t o p  o f  t h e  
bunker  and s a t  down. He t o l d  me h e  had j u s t  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam t h a t  d a y ,  and t h a t  h e  l e f t  a  wife 
and four c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  ( U n i t e d )  S t a t e s .  H i s  w i f e  was a ( B a p t i s t )  C h r i s t i a n  who n e v e r  missed a 
Sunday i n  church  with t h e  c h i l d r e n .  Since t h e y  had been  m a r r i e d ,  h e  had opposed h e r  g o i n g  t o  
church  and t r i e d  t o  s t o p  h e r .  He t o l d  h e r  i f  s h e  l o v e d  him, she 'd  s t a y  home w f t h  him." 

Then, P a r k e r  c o n t i n u e d :  "He looked a t  me and s a i d ,  'Chap la in ,  I ' m  f r i g h t e n e d ,  and whatever  
it i s  my w i f e  has got  I want. '  So I t o o k  ou t  my B i b l e  and l e d  him t o  t h e  Lord. He went w i t h  me 
t o  my n e x t  s e r v i c e  t h a t  morning. T h i s  time h e  had t h e  l o o k  o f  p e a c e  and a big smile on h i s  f a c e .  

"The n e x t  day ,  h e  l e f t  my area and joined h i s  u n i t ,  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day h e  was killed i n  
a c t i o n , ' ,  s a i d  Parker .  "Because o f  t h e  combat s i t u a t i o n ,  h i s  w i f e  n e v e r  knew h e r  i n f l u e n c e  on him 
o r  h i s  d e c i s i o n .  l1 

Through t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  P a r k e r  h a s  faced  i n  h i s  Navy c h a p l a i n c y  c a r e e r ,  h e  h a s  found h i s  
seminary t r a i n i n g  t o  be a s t r o n g  f o u n d a t i o n  For f a c i n g  e a c h  c i rcumstance .  

" M i l i t a r y  m i n i s t r y  is a m u l t i - f a c e t e d  m i n i s t r y .  It1 s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  it 's c o u n s e l i n g ,  i t ' s  
p l a n n i n g ,  i t l s  p r e a c h i n g ,  i t1$ l e a d i n g  B i b l e  s t u d i e s .  And i n  all t h a t ,  f t h i n k  t h e  seminary 
p r e p a r e d  me, because n o  m a t t e r  what  need s u r f a c e d ,  I a l w a y s  had t h e  background t o  h a n d l e  i t , "  h e  
s a i d .  

"I fee l  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  happened t o  me i n  my life was coming t o  seminary ,  al though 
1 d i d n ' t  t h i n k  s o  a t  t h e  time, It was o n l y  a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  seminary  t h a t  I saw a l l  t h o s e  d o o r s  
t h a t  seminary  had opened f o r  me. I t h i n k  t h e  seminary  p r e p a r e d  me f o r  t h e  v e r y  d i v e r s e  m i n i s t r y  
t h a t  I ' v e  found i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

From 1981 t o  1983, he was on t h e  Naval C h a p l a i n s  School  s taff  i n  Newport, R.I. "1 t a u g h t  a 
l o t  o f  New Orleans g r a d u a t e s  and a  l o t  o f  c h a p l a i n s  coming i n t o  t h e  Navy. F i f t y  p e r c e n t  o f  
c h a p l a i n s  on a c t i v e  duty  today  came t h r o u g h  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  w h i l e  I was t h e r e ,  h e  s a i d .  

To t h o s e  who have  chosen  m i n i s t r y  as a career, he s a i d :  "Consider t h e  m i l i t a r y  c h a p l a i n c y  
as a c a l l i n g .  It t a k e s  a s t r a n g e  b r e e d  of cat  t o  be a m i l i t a r y  c h a p l a i n ,  b u t  i f  y o u ' r e  t h a t  
b r e e d ,  i t 's  t h e  o n l y  way of l i f e .  . . . S t h a n k  God every day of my l i f e  t h a t  I'm a Navy 
c h a p l a i n .  " 
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