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SBC roundup By Ray Jennings  

SAN A N T O N I O ,  Texas (BPI - -~es senge r s  t o  t h e  131s t  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention e l e c t e d  a 
conse rva t ive  s t anda rd  b e a r e r  a s  p r e s i d e n t ,  approved a 1988-89 budget o f  $145,600,000 and took 
p o s i t i o n s  on 22 t o p i c s  ranging from t h e  New Age movement t o  homosexuality t o  p a s t o r a l  a u t h o r i t y .  

Between bus ines s  s e s s i o n s  a t  t h e  three-day meeting,  t h e  messengers heard ppogress  r e p o r t s  
from 20 agenc i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  took p a r t  i n  appo in t ing  35 f o r e i g n  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and applauded 
major addres se s  by outgoing p r e s i d e n t  Adrian Rogers, p a s t o r  o f  Bel levue B a p t i s t  Cburch i n  
Memphis, Tenn., and J o e l  Gregory, p a s t o r  o f  T rav i s  Avenue B a p t i s t  Church i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas. 

A peace committee appoin ted  t h r e e  y e a r s  ago t o  r e s o l v e  denominat ional  c o n f l i c t  disbanded 
a f t e r  r e p o r t i n g  a g e n c i e s  and aemina r i e s  were making good p rog re s s  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  implement peace 
recommendations. 

The convention a t t r a c t e d  32,727 messengers, making it t h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  s i n c e  t h e  movement 
was organized i n  1845. Only t h e  1985 convention i n  D a l l a s  wi th  45,519 messengers and t h e  1986 
convention i n  At lan ta  wi th  40,987 messengers were l a r g e r .  

J e r r y  Vines,  co-pastor  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l a . ,  was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  14.7-million-member denomination by l e s s  than  700 v o t e s  over  Richard Jackson,  p a s t o r  of  
North Phoenix (Ariz .  ) B a p t i s t  Church. 

The vote  count  was Vines, 15,804; Jackson,  15,112; James Cra ig ,  a Tulsa layman, 276, and 
Anniece Shorrosh , a Mobile, Ala. , e v a n g e l i s t  who nominated h imse l f ,  82. 

Jackson r ece ived  t h e  endorsement o f  t h e  moderate f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  convent ion  be fo re  t h e  
e l e c t i o n .  

Messengers e l e c t e d  D a r r e l l  Robinson, p a s t o r  o f  Dauphin Way B a p t i s t  Church i n  Mobile, Ala. ,  
first v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ;  Rudy Hernandez, p a s t o r  of Metro Park B a p t i s t  Church i n  San Antonio, second 
v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ,  and r e - e l ec t ed  Lee P o r t e r  o f  Nashv i l l e ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n  s e c r e t a r y ,  and Martin 
Bradley of Nashv i l l e ,  r eco rd ing  s e c r e t a r y .  

The new budget ,  up $5.6 m i l l i o n  from t h e  c u r r e n t  budget ,  inc luded  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  a l l  agenc i e s  
except  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Publ ic  A f f a i r s  which r ece ived  a $48,400 c u t .  

E f f o r t s  t o  add $67,457 t o  t h e  BJCPA a l l o c a t i o n  f a i l e d ,  cu lmina t ing  a running d i s p u t e  between 
Southern B a p t i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on t h e  BJCPA board and t r u s t e e s  from t h e  o t h e r  e i g h t  sponsor ing  
bodies  ove r  p o s i t i o n s  t h e  agency should take .  

Receiving t h e  largest allocations were t h e  Foreign Mission Board, $68,805,000; Home Mission 
Board, $26,895,770; s i x  s emina r i e s ,  a total o f  $27,955,780, and Radio and Te lev i s ion  Commission, 
$5,504,400. 

The new budget i n c l u d e s  $6,899,000 f o r  c a p i t a l  needs. 

A r e s o l u t i o n  on p a s t o r a l  a u t h o r i t y  and t h e  pr ies thood o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r  r ece ived  most o f  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  pastor-dominated convention.  

Before pass ing  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a f f i r m i n g  t h e  r o l e ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  
p a s t o r ,  t h e  messengers r e j e c t e d  a charge  t h a t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  s e t s  up a papa l  system t h a t  Mart in 
Luther  d ied  t o  d e f e a t .  

--more-- 
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The r e s o l u t i o n  s a i d  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of  t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r  has  been used t o  j u s t i f y  
wrongly t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  a C h r i s t i a n  may b e l i e v e  whatever  he  s o  chooses t o  and s t i l l  b e  
cons idered  a l o y a l  Southern B a p t i s t .  Hersche l  H. Hobbs o f  Oklahoma City, who c h a i r e d  the 
committee which wrote t h e  1963 B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message, d e s c r i b e s  t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  b e l i e v e r s  
a s  g r a n t i n g  " to  every C h r i s t i a n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  read  and i n t e r p r e t  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  f o r  h imsel f  as he  
is l e d  by t h e  Holy S p i r i t . "  

L a t e r ,  a small group o f  Southern  B a p t i s t s  l e d  by Randall  Lo l l ey ,  former p r e s i d e n t  of 
Sou theas t e rn  B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  Waker F o r e s t ,  N.C. , p r o t e s t e d  t h e  a c t i o n  a s  %on- 
B a p t i s t i c  and h e r e t i c a l ,  " and turned  i n  t h e i r  convention b a l l o t s .  

The messengers a l s o  approved a r e s o l u t i o n  warning o f  t h e  dangers  o f  t h e  New Age movement and 
asked Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  warn and educa te  t h e i r  c o n s i t u t i e n c i e s  about  t h e  decep t ion  and 
c r i t i c a l  dangers  o f  t h e  movement. 

The r e s o l u t i o n  said t h e  New Age movement g i v e s  people  f a l s e  hope by i ts  b e l i e f s  i n  
r e i n c a r n a t i o n ,  a s t r o l o g y ,  f o r t u n e  t e l l i n g ,  palm read ing ,  un iversa l i sm,  and s e c u l a r  humanism and 
was t r y i n g  t o  become a one-world r e l i g i o n .  

I n  a r e s o l u t i o n  on t h e  problem o f  c o n f l i c t  w i th in  churches,  t h e  messengers c a l l e d  f o r  p r a y e r  
for  churches  i n  need o f  s p i r i t u a l  h e a l i n g ,  p a s t o r s  and church s t a f f  members who have been f i r e d ,  
and f o r  a denominat ional  work group t r y i n g  t o  develop a s t r a t e g y  t o  educa te  churches  i n  how t o  
r e s o l v e  c o n f l i c t s .  

Other  r e s o l u t i o n s  cha l lenged  churches  t o  e s t a b l i s h  m i n i s t r i e s  o f  p r a y e r  and a f f i rmed  t h e  
b e l i e f  t h a t  persons  wi thout  a pe r sona l  commitment t o  J e s u s  C h r i s t  would go t o  a l i t e r a l  h e l l .  

Through t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  p roces s ,  t h e  messengers a l s o  urged media t o  r e f u s e  a d v e r t i s i n g  
promoting homosexualfty, deplored  homosexuality a s  a v i o l a t i o n  of  major and n a t u r a l  a f f e c t i o n ,  
c a l l e d  upon a l l  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  suppor t  t h e  s a n c t i t y  of human l i f e  a c t i v e l y ,  and asked f o r  
s t r i n g e n t  laws and swift p e r s e c u t i o n  t o  d e t e r  drunken d r i v i n g .  

Other  r e s o l u t i o n s  opposed governmental suppor t  o f  t h e  e x p o r t a t i o n  of  a l c o h o l  and tobacco ,  
urged congres s  t o  modify t h e  C i v i l  Rights  Res to ra t i on  Act o f  1988 t o  i n s u r e  t h e  f r e e  e x e r c i s e  of 
r e l i g i o n ,  advised  churches  t o  run  c h i l d c a r e  programs wi thou t  government f i nanc ing ,  and called on 
pub l i c  schools  t o  uphold t h e  s t anda rd  o f  s exua l  a b s t i n a n c e  o u t s i d e  marr iage  a s  they  d e a l  wi th  
s e n s i t i v e  a r e a s  o f  s e x u a l  behavior .  

The messengers a l s o  urged vo lun ta ry  organ dona t ions  while  n o t  condoning e u t h a n a s i a ,  
i n f a n t i c i d e  and a b o r t i o n ;  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  maintenance o f  b i b l i c a l  s t a n d a r d s  of hones ty ,  f i d e l i t y  
and i n t e g r i t y  by m i n i s t r y - r e l a t e d  l e a d e r s ;  encouraged churches  t o  use more b i v o c a t i o n a l  
m i n i s t e r s ;  and asked f o r  an  exp lana t ion  o f  a 1985 United S t a t e s  agreement wi th  t h e  S o v i e t  Union 
t o  exchange c u r r i c u l a  and t each ing  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  s choo l  c h i l d r e n .  

P r e s i d e n t  Rogers set t h e  t one  f o r  t h e  convent ion  wi th  his opening s e s s i o n  add res s  on "Sal ty  
S a i n t s  i n  a S ick  Socie ty .n  

Messengers gave Rogers a s t a n d i n g  ova t ion  when he  lashed  o u t  a t  l i b e r a l i s m  i n  B a p t i s t  
s choo l s  and semina r i e s  f i n a n c i a l l y  suppor ted  by conse rva t ives .  

"1 would n o t  f o r  any th ing  i n  t h e  world t r y  t o  f o r c e  my b e l i e f s  on someone e l s e ,  b u t  when 
someone t e l l s  me I must underwr i te  h i s  l i b e r a l i s m  o r  be branded a non-Baptis t ,  I ' m  s ay ing  h e  is 
t r y i n g  t o  f o r c e  h i s  b e l i e f s  on me, Rogers s a i d .  

Rogers condemned both  l i b e r a l i s m  and l ega l i sm,  comparing l ega l i sm t o  b i b l i c a l  P h a r i s e e s  and 
l i b e r a l i s m  t o  t h e  Sadducees o f  t h e  New Testament. 

" I ' m  a f r a i d  of l ega l i sm a s  I am o f  liberalism," Rogers said. "From t h e  crown of my head t o  
t h e  s o l e  o f  my f e e t ,  I am a conse rva t ive ,  an  i n e r r a n t i s t ;  I c a n ' t  he lp  i t ,  t h a t ' s  who 1 am. But 
I pray t o  God t h a t  1'11 neve r  be a l e g a l i s t .  Rogers i n s i s t e d  t h a t  B a p t i s t s  have n o t  on ly  a 
r i g h t  b u t  a f e a r f u l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s e e  t h a t  t hose  who t e a c h  i n  t h e i r  theology schoo l s  
r e p r e s e n t  t h e i r  che r i shed ,  b i b l i c a l  and B a p t i s t  b e l i e f s .  

--more-- 
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C a l l i n g  f o r  B a p t i s t s  t o  respond t o  t h e  p u r i t y  o f  C h r i s t ,  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of C h r i s t  and t h e  
v i t a l i t y  o f  C h r i s t ,  Rogers s a i d  t h e  problem i n  s o c i e t y  is n o t  because o f  Hollywood, pornography, 
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  conse rva t ives  o r  l i b e r a l s ,  b u t  is wi th  C h r i s t i a n s  whom he  desc r ibed  a s  t l sa l t . l ess  
s a i n t s .  t1 

I n  t h e  annual  convent ion  sermon, Gregory warned Southern B a p t i s t s  about  b u i l d i n g  a wa l l  of  
orthodoxy around t h e  convent ion  and i n  t h e  p roces s  t e a r i n g  down t h e  c a s t l e  they  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
p r o t e c t  . 

"We a r e  a t  a f l a s h p o i n t ,  he  s a i d .  "Southern B a p t i s t s  cannot  s u r v i v e  many more months of  
pe r sona l  an imosi ty  i n  o u r  midst .  

Gregory advised  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  consec ra t e  t h e i r  conve r sa t ions ,  change t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  
toward each  o t h e r ,  and i m i t a t e  Godrs kindness .  

llA l i f e t i m e  o f  smoldering b i t t e r n e s s  w i l l  p u t  you on t h e  s h e l f w  a s  f a r  a s  s e r v i c e  f o r  God is 
concerned, he s a i d .  

"1 hold o u t  my hand t o  you, B r o t h e r  Adrian ( ~ o g e r s ) ,  Winfred ( ~ o o r e ) ,  J e r r y  ( v i n e s ) ,  Richard 
(Jackson) ," Gregory said. "We can  b u i l d  a wa l l  and keep t h e  c a s t l e .  Be my brother . l l  

Following t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  both major candida t e a  expressed t h e i r  denominat ional  
views i n  news conferences.  

Vines s a i d  neo-orthodoxy, n o t  c l a s s i c a l  l i b e r a l i s m ,  is t h e  problem i n  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention. He de f ined  neo-orthodox a s  t h o s e  who "use o u r  vocabulary b u t  n o t  ou r  d i c t i ona ry . "  

The new p r e s i d e n t  r ea f f i rmed  h i s  i n t e n t  t o  a p p o i n t  t o  SBC boards and committees t hose  who 
are sympathet ic  wi th  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  movement. 

Denying h e  was under  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  any i n d i v i d u a l  o r  group,  Vines s a i d  he was committed a s  
p r e s i d e n t  t o  be  available and open t o  a l l  Southern B a p t i s t s .  Vines  s a i d  h i s  pe r sona l  g o a l  a s  
p r e s i d e n t  i s  t o  con t inue  t o  be  a s o u l  winner. 

Jackson contended a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  phi losophy o f  l e a d e r s h i p  s t y l e ,  n o t  theology,  was t h e  
i s s u e  d i v i d i n g  Southern B a p t i s t s .  

Manipulat ion h a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  denomination i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  
Jackson s a i d ,  p o i n t i n g  t o  a sma l l  group t r y i n g  t o  work o u t  a p lan  and s t r a t e g y  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  
course  o f  t h e  denornina t i on .  

Jackson a f f i rmed  chu rch - s t a t e  s e p a r a t i o n ,  t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  b e l i e v e r s  and s o u l  l i b e r t y  as  
being a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  B a p t i s t  i d e n t i t y  and added: 

"Being a B a p t i s t  means you don ' t  have t o  check your  mind a t  t h e  door.lt 

Messengers approved 19 recommendations o f  t h e i r  Executive Committee, i nc lud ing  one which s e t  
t h e  minimum number o f  messengers needed t o  conduct  b u s i n e s s  a t  25 pe rcen t  o f  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  
messengers a t  a g iven  convention.  I n  t h e  absence  o f  a quorum, t h e  convent ion  could h e a r  r e p o r t s ,  
b u t  n o t  t r a n s a c t  bus iness .  

I n  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  meeting, t h e  SBC Executive Cammittee r e - e l ec t ed  o f f i c e r s ,  i nc lud ing  
Cha r l e s  W. SuLLivan, pastor o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Lenoi r  C i ty ,  Tenn., as chairman, and 
D a r r e l l  W. Robinson o f  Mobile, Ala., newly-elected first v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  SBC, v i c e  
chairman. 

The Executive Committee a l s o  voted 31-29 to  t a b l e  a motion t h a t  would have g iven  new 
d i r e c t i v e s  t o  B a p t i s t  P r e s s ,  t h e  news s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  denomination. 

Paul  P r e s s l e r  of Houston, l ong  time c r i t i c  of  t h e  news s e r v i c e ,  made t h e  motion c a l l i n g  f o r  
B a p t i s t  P r e s s  t o  r ecogn ize  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  be f a i r  t o  a l l  Southern B a p t i s t s ,  answer t h e i r  
ma i l  a long  wi th  t h e  Executive Committee q u e s t i o n s  about r e p o r t i n g ,  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  SBC f a i r l y  and 
p o s i t i v e l y ,  and recognize  t h e  need f o r  admi t t i ng  e r r o r  and apologize  when they  make mistakes* 

--morea- 
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Frank C. fngraham of  Nashv i l l e  made t h e  motion t o  t a b l e  a f t e r  t h i s  comment: 

"1 don ' t  know anybody who h a s  had more t o  s ay  abou t  ( t h e  way) A 1  (Alvin Shackleford)  runs  
B a p t i s t  P r e s s  ( t h a n  P r e s s l e r )  ." But  he  s a i d  t o  adopt  a n o t h e r  s e t  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  ( f o r  BPI based 
upon a s i n g l e  l e t t e r  "is beyond what we want t o  do and I p lead  wi th  you t h a t  we n o t  pursue  t h i s  
m a t t e r  further.!' 

Messengers a t t e n d i n g  t h e  miss ionary  appointment  s e r v i c e  were reminded t h a t  God would throw 
Southern B a p t i s t s  on t h e  junk heap and choose someone else t o  win t h e  world t o  C h r i s t  u n l e s s  they  
move beyond t h e i r  parochial .  s e l f i s h n e s s .  

R. Keith Parks ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Board i n  Richmond, Va., 
said h i s t o r y  is as clear on t h i s  p o i n t  a s  it is on s a l v a t i o n .  

llWhen people r e f u s e  t o  do what God h a s  c a l l e d  them t o  do ,  God c a s t s  them on t h e  junk heap 
and f i n d s  someone e l s e  t o  do it." 

Turning t o  t h e  new m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  Parks ,  a former miss ionary ,  emphasized t h a t  mi s s ions  is 
dangerous and t h a t  "you a r e  going  i n t o  t h e  a w h l l e s t  s p i r i t u a l  war you can  imaginet1 where "it i s  
a dangerous t h i n g  t o  c a r r y  t h e  gospe l  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  t o  t h e  world.ll I n  o t h e r  a c t i o n ,  messengers 
e l e c t e d  Morris  Chapman, p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Wichita F a l l s ,  Texas, t o  preach t h e  
convention sermon a t  Las Vegas nex t  yea r .  David Miller, d i r e c t o r  o f  miss ions  f o r  t h e  L i t t l e  Red 
River  B a p t i s t  Assoc i a t i on  i n  Heber Sp r ings ,  Ark., is t h e  a l t e r n a t e .  

A messenger nominated a woman, Nancy Has t ings  Sehes ted ,  p a s t o r  o f  P r e s c o t t  Memorial B a p t i s t  
Church i n  Memphis, Tenn., t o  preach  t h e  convention sermon b u t  t h e  messengers chose Chapman. 

While messengers were a t t e n d i n g  luncheon meetings f o r  seminary alumni,  t h e  Conference o f  
Southern B a p t i s t  Evange l i s t s  heard a wide s e l e c t i o n  o f  sermons inc lud ing  t h a t  o f  a former gambler 
who warned o f  t h e  e v i l s  of Las Vegas, s i t e  o f  t h e  1989 convention on June 13-15. 

Rick Hamil of  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky., t o l d  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t s  they  f a c e  a mockery from t h e  s e c u l a r  
p r e s s  and t h e  gambling i n d u s t r y  who "are  a l r e a d y  p lanning  a s a t a n i c a l l y - i n s p i r e d  t r a p .  

"One d o l l a r  i n  t h e  s l o t  machine w i l l  be shaking t h e  hand o f  Sa tan ,"  he warned. -- 30-- 

Resolu t ions  Wrap B a p t i s t  P re s s  
6/20/88 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Twenty-two r e s o l u t i o n s  on s u b j e c t s  ranging  from t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  
b e l i e v e r  t o  homosexual i ty t o  t h e  New Age movement were adopted by messengers t o  t h e  131s t  
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention which met June 14-16 i n  San Antonio, Texas. 

The t o t a l  was t h e  l a r g e s t  number of  r e s o l u t i o n s  approved a t  a Southern R a p t i s t  Convention 
s i n c e  1980, when 26 were adopted.  

Messengers d i s cus sed  and approved 13 of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  presented  by t h e  Resolu t ions  
Committee du r ing  convent ion  s e s s i o n s  June 15 and 16 be fo re  approving t h e  remaining n i n e  as a 
group,  wi thout  deba te .  

Other  t o p i c s  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  inc luded:  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of s a l v a t i o n ,  p r o - l i f e  a c t i o n s  of  SBC 
agenc ie s ,  a l c o h o l ,  c i v i  1 r i g h t s  and r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h i l d  c a r e ,  school-  
based c l i n i c s ,  S o v i e t  involvement i n  American educa t ion ,  m i n i s t e r i a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  b i v o c a t i o n a l  
ministers and suppor t  f o r  f o r e i g n  mi s s iona r i e s .  

The r e s o l u t i o n  which drew t h e  l o n g e s t  d i s c u s s i o n  and t h e  most c o n t r o v e r s i a l  response  was on 
the p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  t h e  B a p t i s t  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  affirms all C h r i s t i a n s  have t h e  r i g h t  
t o  r ead  and i n t e r p r e t  S c r i p t u r e  f o r  themselves.  

The resolut ion was approved by about a 54-h5 percent v o t e  a f t e r  a t t empt s  fai l -ed t o  
s u b s t i t u t e ,  amend and r e f e r  i t  t o  t h  SBC Executive C o m i t t e e .  
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The r e s o l u t i o n ' s  f o u r  P r i n c i p l e s :  ( 1 )  a f f i r m  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r ;  (2 )  
s t a t e  the  d o c t r i n e  " in  no way g i v e s  l i c e n s e  t o  m i s i n t e r p r e t ,  e x p l a i n  away, demythologize, o r  
e x t r a p o l a t e  o u t  e lements  o f  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  from t h e  Bib len ;  ( 3 )  note  t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  "in no 
way c o n t r a d i c t s  t h e  b i b l i c a l  unders tanding  o f  t h e  r o l e ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  
pas to r ; "  and ( 4 )  affirm t h a t  " e l d e r s ,  o r  p a s t o r s ,  a r e  c a l l e d  o f  God t o  l e a d  t h e  l o c a l  church." 

The r e s o l u t i o n  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h e  d o c t r i n e  "has been used t o  j u s t i f y  wrongly t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  
a  C h r i s t i a n  may b e l i e v e  whatever  he  s o  chooses and still  be  cons idered  a  l o y a l  Southern Bap t i s t . "  

During abou t  25 minutes  o f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  B i l l  B r u s t e r ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  
Abilene,  Texas, o f f e r e d  a s u b s t i t u t e  r e s o l u t i o n  based on e x c e r p t s  from t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and 
Message s t a t emen t .  Re charged t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a s  presented  sets up "a papa l  system t h a t  Martin 
Luther  d i e d  t o  d e f e a t ,  Th i s  i s  n o t  Southern Bapt i s t !"  

J e r r y  Su t ton ,  chairman o f  t h e  Reso lu t ions  Committee and p a s t o r  o f  Two Rivers  B a p t i s t  Church 
of Nashv i l l e ,  s a i d  h e  be l i eved  some r e sponses  t o  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  were "unfounded h y s t e r i a .  We 
af f i rmed t h a t  we suppor t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  p r i e s thood  of t h e  b e l i e v e r .  We sought  t o  b r i n g  
balance.  I b e l i e v e  t ime w i l l  prove t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w i l l  prove n o t  n e a r l y  a s  s eve re  
a s  some have suggested.  

The homosexuality r e s o l u t i o n  d e p l o r e s  homosexual i ty as an  abnormal l i f e s t y l e ,  n o t e s  t h a t  
homosexuals can  b e  fo rg iven  through f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t  and s t a t e s  t h a t  while  God l o v e s  homosexuals, 
homosexuality "is an  abominat ion i n  t h e  e y e s  of God." 

Kathleen Armstrong o f  F o r t  Worth, Texas,  s a i d ,  "1 have t h e  deep concern a f t e r  r ead ing  t h i s  
r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  we a s  Southern  B a p t i s t s  a r e  becoming s o  obsessed wi th  condemning s i n s  we have 
f o r g o t t e n  persons .  l1 

The r e s o l u t i o n  was adopted w i t h  only  s c a t t e r e d  oppos i t i on .  

A second homosexual i ty-related r e s o l u t i o n  d e a l t  w i th  t h e  f i r i n g  o f  t h e  p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  
Dayton (Ohio) Dai ly  News, Dennis Shere ,  f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  a c c e p t  a d v e r t i s i n g  by gay and l e s b i a n  
groups. 

Shere is a member o f  F a r  Hills B a p t i s t  Church i n  Dayton, and t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  was submi t ted  t o  
t h e  Reso lu t ions  Committee by Fas  H i l l s  P a s t o r  Kenneth Mahanes. 

The r e s o l u t i o n  asked messengers t o  e x p r e s s  "out rage  ove r  t h e  f i r i n g  o f  a competent,  h igh ly  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  s o l e l y  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  emp!.oyeels commitment t o  defend t r a d i t i o n a l  
moral and family va luesn  and c a l l s  on media t o  r e f u s e  a d v e r t i s i n g  " t h a t  promotes homosexuality o r  
any o t h e r  l i f e s t y l e  t h a t  i s  d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  t h e  family." 

A r e s o l u t i o n  warning a g a i n s t  f a l s e  b e l i e f s  o f  t h e  New Age movement passed overwhelmingly 
wi thout  d i s c u s s i o n  and a s k s  messengers t o  acknowledge it "is d i a m e t r i c a l l y  c o n t r a r y  t o  both New 
Testament C h r i s t i a n i t y  and o u r  American he r i t age . "  

Messengers a l s o  adopted a  r e s o l u t i o n  on t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  s a l v a t i o n  a f t e r  adopt ing  by a  
narrow margin a n  amendment s t a t i n g  t h a t  llall peoplen  r a t h e r  t han  " a l l  menn a r e  saved. 

During d i s c u s s i o n ,  Tom Connally of A t l a n t a ,  s a i d  he was concerned t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  might be  
used a s  a nplumblinen t o  set a p a r t  people w i th  d i f f e r i n g  b e l i e f s .  

Su t ton  responded, "It w i l l  n o t  be  used f o r  anyth ing  excep t  what a ma jo r i t y  of t h e  messengers 
t o  t h i s  convent ion  b e l i e v e .  

The r e s o l u t i o n  on t h e  1988 C i v i l  R igh t s  R e s t o r a t i o n  Act warns that B a p t i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  n o t  
d i r e c t l y  n c o n t r o l l e d  byn r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i nc lud ing  B a p t i s t  c o l l e g e s ,  may be r equ i r ed  t o  
f i l e  f o r  exemptions t o  t h e  a c t .  

The r e s o l u t i o n  u r g e s  B a p t i s t  a g e n c i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  r e f u s e  d i r e c t  f e d e r a l  funding  and 
a s k s  f o r  e f f o r t s  t o  amend t h e  ac t  t o  ensure t h a t  t h e  w c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g u a r a n t e e s  of  t h e  f r ee -  
e x e r c i s e  o f  r e l i g i o n  a r e  n o t  i n f r inged .n  

--more -- 
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The r e s o l u t i o n  on i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h i l d  c a r e ,  adopted with l i t t l e  opposi t ion,  opposes tax  
subsidy proposals pending i n  t h e  U. S. Congress which would *tdiscriminate a g a i n s t  f ami l i e s  who 
choose home c h i l d  c a r e  by taxing a l l  famil-ies t o  subs id ize  government-approved daycare 
f a c i l i t i e s . * '  It a l s o  warns of  a church-state c o n f l i c t .  

The one reso lu t ion  which appeared t o  draw unanimous support  o f  messengers c a l l e d  fo r  
communication t o  Southern Bap t i s t  fo re ign  miss ionar ies  " t h a t  we a r e  s o l i d l y  uni ted  i n  our 
apprecia t ion f o r  them and our  commitment t o  t h e i r  s u p p ~ r t . ~  

Another r e so lu t ion  commended t h r e e  SBC agencies -- t h e  Home Mission Board, the  Chr i s t i an  
Life  Commission and t h e  Sunday School Board -- f o r  p ro - l i f e  a c t i o n s  taken i n  the  l a s t  year.  

Other r e so lu t ions  urged considera t ion o f  human organ donation "in t h e  s p i r i t  o f  
stewardship," c a l l e d  on B a p t i s t s  t o  s t e p  up prayer  e f f o r t s ,  emphasized t h e  importance of 
m i n i s t e r i a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  commended bivocat ional  min i s t e r s ,  urged t h e  U.S. government t o  cease 
pursuing expor t  markets f o r  domestic a lcohol  and tobacco and c a l l e d  f o r  e f f o r t s  t o  r e s t o r e  trust 
i n  l o c a l  churches. 

The 1988 Reosolutions Committee considered 54 reso lu t ions ,  the  same number proposed by 
messengers i n  1987. 

--3o-- 

Messengers in t roduce 
va r i e ty  of motions 

Bap t i s t  Press  
By Kathy Palen 6/20/88 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BPI--Messengers t o  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention annual meeting i n  San 
Antonio, Texas, June 14-16 introduced motions on s u b j e c t s  ranging from t h e  SBC presidency t o  the  
Southern B a p t i s t  Public A f f a i r s  Committee t o  t h e  1989 convention program. 

Once introduced,  the motions went t o  t h e  Committee on Order of Business, which brought back 
recommendations on whether t o  r e f e r ,  dismiss o r  take  a c t i o n  on them. 

Two messengers introduced motions t h a t  would a f fec t  t h e  SBC presidency. A motion introduced 
by Harry Sparks, a  messenger from Kil leen,  Texas, would extend t h e  c u r r e n t  one-year p r e s i d e n t i a l  
term t o  a two-year term. Mark Beck, a messenger from Lynchburg, Va., moved t o  amend t h e  SBC 
Const i tu t ion s o  t h a t  any person having served two t e r m  as SBC p res iden t  would be i n e l i g i b l e  
from serving In  t h a t  pos i t ion  again.  Both motions were re fe r red  t o  the  SBC Executive Committee. 

I n  a r e l a t e d  a c t i o n ,  C. Jack Varnado, messenger from F i r s t  Bap t l s t  Church o f  Lake Arthur, 
La., moved t o  d i s q u a l i f y  any person announcing his o r  h e r  candidacy f o r  an SBC o f f i c e  o r  whose 
name is mentioned a s  a poss ible  candidate i n  a public meeting o r  i n  p r i n t .  The motion was ruled 
out o f  order.  

Three motions concerned t h e  Publ ic  A f f a i r s  Committee, an 18-member panel  t h a t  provides 
Southern B a p t i s t  represents t i o n  on t h e  Washington-based B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Public 
Affa i rs .  One motion, introduced by Ken Massey, messenger from F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church o f  Marks, 
Miss., sought replacement o f  the  e i g h t  PAC members who l a s t  October voted t o  d i s so lve  SBC t i e s  
with t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee. The motion was ruled ou t  o f  order .  

Lamar Wadsworth, messenger from Unity B a p t i s t  Church i n  Dalton, Ga., introduced a motion t o  
change SBC Bylaws s o  a s  t o  l i m i t  t h e  PAC from endorsing any candidate f o r  a publ ic  e l ec ted  or 
appointed o f f i c e .  Bob M. Pat te r son ,  messenger from F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Warm Springs,  Ga., 
moved t o  s t o p  funding o f  t h e  PAC s i n c e  he s a i d  it has  no program assignment and t h e  convention 
has no t  authorized expendi tures  f o r  program a c t i v i t e s .  Both motions were r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  SBC 
Executive Committee. 

The 1989 SBC annual meeting, scheduled t o  be held i n  t a s  Vegaa, Nev., was t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
several motions. 

--more-- 
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Two of those motions were r e f e r r e d  t o  next y e a r ' s  Committee on Order of  Business. The 
f i r s t ,  introduced by DarrelL Orman, messenger from Gardens Bap t i s t  Church i n  Hollywood, Fla., 
ca l l ed  f o r  des ignat ion o f  an o f f i c i a l  time on t h e  meeting's agenda f o r  SBC messengers "to move 
as a mighty army f o r  Jesus  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t s  of downtown Las Vegas l ead  by our convention l eaders  
and our  own pres iden t  t o  win people t o  a saving knowledge of our  Lord Jesus  Chr i s t  ," adding t h a t  
such a p r a c t i c e  should then continue during each fu tu re  convention. 

The o t h e r ,  introduced by Terry MeDaniel, messenger from Southwest Bap t i s t  Church i n  
Jacksboro, Texas, t o  move t h e  1989 meeting t o  a more s u i t a b l e  loca t ion  was ruled ou t  of  order .  

Other motions included two t h a t  would change t h e  l e v e l  o f  g iv ing  required of churches f o r  
c e r t a i n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  SBC. Both were r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  SBC Executive Committee. 

David S a v e l l ,  messenger from Highland B a p t i s t  Church i n  Meridian, Miss., introduced a motion 
t o  change t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a cooperating church contained i n  SBC Bylaws t o  requ i re  a 
congregation t o  have given a t  l e a s t  5 percent of  i ts  undesignated r e c e i p t s  t o  the  Cooperative 
Program f o r  t h e  previous yea r  and t o  requ i re  any nominee t o  SBC boards o r  committee t o  have been 
a member of  such a congregation f o r  a t  l e a s t  one year. 

Loyal P r i o r ,  messenger from Tabernacle B a p t i s t  Church i n  Newport News, Va., moved t o  a l t e r  
the  $250 annual church con t r ibu t ion  now used i n  determining the  number of  messengers t o  which a 
church is e n t i t l e d  t o  $2,500. 

Direct  messenger a c t i o n  was taken on only two motions. Messengers approved a motion 
requesting prayer  f o r  r a i n ,  but  r e j e c t e d  t h e  second p a r t  of  a motion concerning the  s a l e  of the  
ACTS network by the  Southern B a p t i s t  Radio and Televis ion Commission. Approval of  t h a t  p a r t  of 
the  motion would have allowed messengers t o  vote on t h e  a c t u a l  s a l e  r a t h e r  than r e f e r r i n g  the  
mat ter  t o  t h e  RTVC t r u s t e e s .  

I 
A number of  motions were r e f e r r e d  t o  var ious  SBC agencies ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and committees. 

Those included : i 
-- Motions c a l l i n g  f o r  study of r e s t r u c t u r i n g  Cooperative Program giving and s e t t i n g  up 

regional  convention c e n t e r s ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  SBC Executive Committee. 

-- A motion asking f o r  aggressive an t i -abor t ion leadership  and another concerning var ious  
p r i n t  and t a p e  m a t e r i a l s ,  r e fe r red  t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Chr i s t i an  L i fe  Commission. 

-- A motion concerning a decis ion a g a i n s t  appointing divorced people as  fore ign 
miss ionar ies ,  r e fe r red  t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Board. 

-- Motions request ing study of t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of a s s i s t i n g  miss ionar ies  who -- because of  
changes i n  assignments -- have r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  two house payments and development of a r e s o r t  
missions program, r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board. 

-- A motion c a l l i n g  f o r  a l l  Southern B a p t i s t s  seminaries t o  have t h e  1963 Bap t i s t  Fai th  and 
Message a s  t h e i r  a r t i c l e s  of  f a i t h ,  r e fe r red  t o  the  seminaries.  

-- A motion asking fo r  a conference week f o r  deaf youth, r e fe r red  t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
Sunday School Board. 

-- A motion on using t h e  t i t l e  "doctorf1 i n  SBC l i s t i n g s  and in t roduct ions ,  r e fe r red  t o  t h e  
Resolutions Commit tee .  

-- A motion on s e l e c t i o n  o f  convention preachers  f o r  1990 and 1991, r e fe r red  t o  next year ' s  
Committee on Order of Business. 

The Committee on Order of Business dismissed o r  provided information on motions deal ing with 
the  purchase of flags f o r  d i sp lay  a t  future conventions, a r epor t  on a decia ion by t h e  Home 
Mission Board pe r t a in ing  t o  ordained women and provis ion o f  a r e a s  far  t h e  handicapped during t h e  
SBC . 

A motion seeking t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of t h e  SBC Peace C a m i t t e e  was ruled moot following 
convention approval  of  a s i m i l a r  recommendation t h a t  came from the  Peace Committee i t s e l f .  

--30-- 
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SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BP )--Speakers who addressed  two g a t h e r i n g s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention annual  meeting o f f e r e d  d i v e r g e n t  views on t h e  cont roversy  wi th in  t h e i r  denomination 
June 12-1 3 i n  San Antonio, Texas. 

About 3,600 people a t t ended  t h e  moderate-backed Southern B a p t i s t  Forum, whi le  16,000 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  P a s t o r s v  Conference, g e n e r a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  conse rva t ives .  

A f i e r y  i nd i c tmen t  o f  " the  c u r s e  o f  l i b e r a l i s m w  by W.A. C r i swe l l ,  former p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  c l o s i n g  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  P a s t o r s v  Conference a t  t h e  
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center .  

"Building t h e  G r e a t e s t  Churches S ince  Pen tecos tn  was t h e  theme o f  t h e  meeting. 

"The c u r s e  o f  l i b e r a l i s m "  h a s  l e d  t o  t h e  downward s p i r a l  o f  main l ine  denominat ions and t o  
t h e  d e c l i n i n g  number of  bapt i sms  w i t h i n  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, said Cr i swe l l  , p a s t o r  of  
t h e  20,000-member F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Da l l a s .  

C r i swe l l  grouped t t l i b e r a l s n  w i th  "moderatestv i n  t h e  SBC, s ay ing ,  "A skunk by any o t h e r  name 
s t i l l  s t i n k s .  tv 

Po in t ing  t o  t h e  tvinroads" made by l i b e r a l i s m  and secu la r i sm,  Cr i swe l l  s a i d ,  "We have taken  
t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l l e v e r  and made i t  t o  cove r  every  damnable heresy  you can  
Imagine . 

Cr i swe l l  c a l l e d  f o r  a "resurgence,  a recommitment, a regenera t ionv1 among Southern B a p t i s t s .  
"To my g r e a t  sorrow, we are l o s i n g  o u r  message o f  s a l v a t i o n  t o  t h e  l i b e r a l s ,  t h e  s e c u l a r i s t s ,  and 
t h e  humanists ,  and f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  a t h e i s t s  and t h e  i n f i d e l s ,  " he  s a i d .  

Evange l i s t  Ba i l ey  Smith o f  A t l a n t a ,  a n o t h e r  former SBC p r e s i d e n t ,  cha l lenged  p reache r s  t o  
s t and  a g a i n s t  formalism, s ecu la r i sm and l i b e r a l i s m .  "You cannot  marry high-church music and a 
burden f o r  s o u l s l v v  he  s a i d ,  observ ing  t h a t  l i t u r g y  l e a d s  t o  l e tha rgy .  

He a l s o  warned a g a i n s t  t h e  crisis o f  l i b e r a l i s m ,  comparing the choice between t h e o l o g i c a l  
conserva t i sm and l i b e r a l i s m  t o  a cho ice  between h e a l t h  and cancer .  

Numerous speake r s  explored  p o s s i b l e  r ea sons  f o r  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  number o f  bapt isms i n  Southern 
B a p t i s t  churches.  

Freddie  Gage, e v a n g e l i s t  from Euless ,  Texas, r e j e c t e d  t h e  motion t h a t  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  number 
o f  bapt isms a r e  due t o  cont roversy .  "That i s  absurd.  That  is a s c a p e g ~ a t , ~ ~  he  s a i d ,  no t ing  t h e  
s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  problem o f  a drop i n  bapt isms is f o r  "Southern B a p t i s t  s emina r i e s  t o  c rank  o u t  
s o u l  winners. 

Richard Lee, p a s t o r  o f  Rehoboth B a p t i s t  Church i n  Tucker, Ga., c i t e d  a survey conducted by 
Western Reserve U n i v e r s i t y  i n  which 57 pe rcen t  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  clergymen in te rv iewed s a i d  they  d i d  
n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  Bible is t h e  i n s p i r e d  word o f  God: "No wonder o u r  bapt isms a r e  down. L e t ' s  p u t  
t h e  blame where it  belongs.  X t  's n o t  p o l i t i c s  o r  programs. It's puny preaching  from powerless  
p u l p i t s  by men who don ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  word o f  God." 

Cha r l e s  S t a n l e y ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of A t l a n t a  and former SBC p r e s i d e n t ,  s a i d  
p a s t o r s  wanting t o  b u i l d  great chu rches  need a s t r o n g  awareness o f  t h e i r  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o  God; a 
preaching  m i n i s t r y  based on t h e  unquest ioned a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  B ib l e ;  pe r sona l  self - d i s c i p l i n e  ; 
ability t o  endure ha rdsh ip ;  and w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  fulfill t h e i r  c a l l i n g  t o  do t h e  work of an 
e v a n g e l i s t .  

Morris  Chapman, p a s t o r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Wichita  F a l l s ,  Texas, c a l l e d  f o r  a C h r i s t -  
l i k e  s p i r i t  i n  ma in t a in ing  c o n v i c t i o n s  about  t h e  word o f  God. 

Pa ige  P a t t e r s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  Cr i swe l l  Col lege  i n  Da l l a s ,  addressed  t h e  importance o f  
preaching  the atonement of Christ. "If we want peace in t h e  denomination, we w i l l  have it n o t  
through compromise, b u t  i n  t h e  peace t h a t  i s  found a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  c r o s s ,  he said. 

--more-- 
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Tom E l l i f f ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  Southern B a p t i s t  Church i n  Del C i t y ,  Okla., l i kewi se  cha l lenged  
Southern B a p t i s t  p r e a c h e r s  t o  ws t and  f l a t - foo t ed  and broad-shoulderedll p reaching  t h e  blood of  
Jesus .  

In t h e  c l o s i n g  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  P a s t o r s '  Conference, conse rva t ive  s tandard-bearer  J e r r y  Vines 
asked Southern B a p t i s t  p r e a c h e r s  t o  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  o f  modern s o c i e t y *  

"Sometimes i t ' s  ha rd  t o  s t a n d  when o t h e r s  a r e  s toop ing , "  s a i d  Vines,  co-pas tor  o f  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church of  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F la .  He added t h e  f i e r y  t r ia l  o f  l i f e  make C h r i s t i a n s  " f i t  and 
prepared f o r  h i s  use .n  

Ralph Smith, p a s t o r  of  Hyde Park B a p t i s t  Church i n  Aus t in ,  Texas, was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  P a s t o r s '  Conference. Smith de fea t ed  f e l l o w  Texan Pau l  Powell,  p a s t o r  of  Green Acres B a p t i s t  
Church o f  Tyler. 

Rob Zinn,  p a s t o r  o f  Immanuel B a p t i s t  Church i n  San Bernard ino ,  C a l i f . ,  was e l e c t e d  v i c e  
p r e s i d e n t .  Rick Ferguson, p a s t o r  of  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  DeSoto, Mo., was e l e c t e d  s e c r e t a r y -  
t r e a s u r e r .  

P a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e  Forum were t o l d  ndiaenf ranchisedt t  Southern B a p t i s t s  must admit t h e  
denomination they  l o v e  h a s  changed and f ind  ways t o  s e r v e  God w i t h i n  t h e  remaining s t r u c t u r e .  

"We have l ea rned  nobody wins a f i g h t  w i th  b e l l i g e r e n t ,  h o s t i l e  fundamen ta l i s t s t t '  s a i d  Alan 
Neely, who r e c e n t l y  r e s igned  a s  p r o f e s s o r  a t  Sou theas t e rn  B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  Wake 
F o r e s t ,  N.C. "The only way t o  d e a l  w i th  m i l i t a n t  fundamen ta l i s t s  is t o  l e a v e  them t o  f i g h t  among 
themselves. The most d e v a s t a t i n g  blow t h a t  we could i n f l i c t  upon them is t o  cease  t o  b e  t h e i r  
i d e n t i f i e d  enemy. 

"We cannot  engage i n  i n t e r n e c i n e  s t r u g g l e  and a t  t h e  same t ime a d d r e s s  t h e  r e a l  problems of 
ou r  world, lf Neely s a i d ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  10-year t h e o l o g i c a l / p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e .  

Although Neely h a s  announced p l a n s  t o  t each  a t  P r ince ton  Theologica l  Seminary, he urged 
those  a t  t h e  Forum n o t  t o  withdraw from t h e  convention:  "I have neve r  been anyth ing  b u t  a 
Southern B a p t i s t .  It neve r  occurred  t o  me t h e  time would come when I would be d i s i n h e r i t e d ,  
d i s en f r anch i sed  by my own family." 

Neely echoed t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  such o t h e r  Forum speake r s  as Winfred Moore, p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church, Amar i l lo ,  Texas; Anthony Campolo, an American B a p t i s t  and p r o f e s s o r  o f  soc io logy  
a t  Eas te rn  Col lege ,  S t .  Davids, Pa.; Libby B e l l i n g e r ,  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  o f  I n n e r  C i ty  
M i n i s t r i e s ,  Waco, Texas;  Mildred McWhorter, home miss ionary  i n  Houston, and B i l l  Leonard, church 
h i s t o r y  p r o f e s s o r  a t  Southern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary, L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky. 

Moore a l s o  admi t ted  times have changed i n  t h e  denomination. But he s a i d  t hose  who a r e  now 
l e f t  o u t  s t i l l  can  make p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s :  WWe're n o t  dead,  and I t  ve g o t  news f o r  a l l  of 
you -- I ' m  n o t  l e av ing .  I ' m  not going  away. No good cauae  will t a k e  c a r e  of i t se l f  i f  we l e a v e  
i t  t o  i t s e l f . "  

Moore urged t h e  audience  t o  a c t i v e l y  pursue  t h e i r  i d e a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  convent ion ,  b u t  n o t  a t  
t h e  expense o f  t h e i r  i n t e g r i t y .  He a l s o  s a i d  B a p t i s t s  must t a k e  s i d e s  i n  t h e  cont roversy :  
"There i s n ' t  anyth ing  i n  t h e  middle of  t h e  road but a ye l low l i n e  and dead possums. Know which 
s i d e  o f  t h e  road you ' re  on. I In t end  t o  con t inue  t o  contend f o r  t h e  f a i t h  and f o r  t h e  r i g h t  o f  
my b r e t h r e n  t o  d i f f e r  w i th  me so l ong  as they con t inue  t o  contend f o r  t h e  f a i t h . "  

Campolo i s s u e d  a s t r o n g  c h a l l e n g e  t o  Southern  B a p t i s t s  to  g e t  back t o  min i s t ry :  "1 don ' t  
know what you ' re  a rgu ing  abou t  i n  Dix ie land ,  b u t  t h e  r e a l  i s s u e  is are you going  t o  l o v e  people 
t h a t  everyone else h a t e s ?  You're c r e a t i n g  a church t h a t  no one is going t o  want t o  j o in .n  

B e l l i n g e r  encouraged moderates  t o  remain a c t i v e .  She compared t h e  con t rove r sy  t o  a c a n c e r  
nslowly spreading  o u t  i t s  ug ly  f i n g e r s .  " 

--3O-- 
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r e - e l e c t s  3 o f f i c e r s  By Bob S tan l ey  

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BPI--The Execut ive  Committee of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention r e -  
e l e c t e d  i t s  o f f i c e r s  by acc lamat ion  June 15. L a t e r  i n  t h e  meeting,  t h e  committee voted 31-29 t o  
t a b l e  a motion t h a t  would have g iven  new d i r e c t i v e s  t o  B a p t i s t  P r e s s ,  t h e  SBC news s e r v i c e .  

Char les  W. S u l l i v a n ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of  Lenoi r  C i ty ,  Tenn., was r e - e l ec t ed  
chairman. D a r r e l l  W. Robinson, p a s t o r  of Dauphin Way B a p t i s t  Church i n  Mobile, Ala.,  and t h e  
newly e l e c t e d  first v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  SBC, was r e - e l ec t ed  t h e  commit tee ts  v i c e  chairman. Sam 
W. Pace,  direc t o r - t r e a s u r e r  OF t h e  Comanche-Cotton B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  i n  Lawton, OkLa. , was re- 
e l e c t e d  r eco rd ing  s e c r e t a r y .  

The motion concern ing  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  was in t roduced  by Paul  P r e s s l e r ,  a Houston judge. 
P r e s s l e r  s a i d  he  had r ece ived  no response  from e i t h e r  Harold C. Benne t t ,  t h e  commit teers  
p r e s i d e n t  and t r e a s u r e r ,  o r  Alvin C. Shackleford ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  B a p t i s t  P r e s s ,  t o  a lengthy  l e t t e r  
he wrote t o  Execut ive  Committee members A p r i l  8 exp res s ing  concerns  about  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  
B a p t i s t  P r e s s ,  headquar te red  a t  t h e  Nashv i l l e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  Executive Commi t t e e .  P r e s s l e r  s a i d  
he s e n t  a copy t o  Shackleford  b u t  r ece ived  no r ep ly .  

Bennett  s a i d  t h e  r ea son  he  and Shackleford  d i d  n o t  respond was t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  had been 
w r i t t e n  t o  members of  t h e  Execut ive  Committee. I n  a phone conve r sa t ion  wi th  P r e s s l e r  he  s a i d  he 
expla ined  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  l e t t e r  was n o t  addressed  t o  him o r  Shackleford ,  and they  were n o t  shown 
on t h e  l e t t e r  a s  r e c e i v i n g  c o p i e s  o f  i t ,  he  f e l t  it  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  respond. 

Senne t t  s a i d  he  t o l d  P r e s s l e r  t h a t  i f  t h e  Executive Committee, o r  any group of t h e  
committee, "would l i k e  me t o  respond,  I would be happy t o  do so." 

I n  h i s  s t a t emen t  t o  t h e  committee du r ing  t h e  meeting,  P r e s s l e r  s a i d  he f e l t  communication is 
" e s s e n t i a l  t o  unders tanding  and t o  avoid  hard  f e e l i n g s .  l1 

He s a i d  h e  more r e c e n t l y  had s e n t  c o p i e s  of  t h e  l e t t e r  exp re s s ing  concerns  about  BP t o  t h e  
people be ing  nominated as new members of  t h e  committee. I n  t h a t  l e t t e r ,  he s a i d  he had r ece ived  
"no response  from those  employed by t h e  Execut ive  Committee," Bennett  and Shackleford.  

It was then ,  he s a i d ,  t h a t  h e  r ece ived  t h e  phone c a l l  from Bennett  and lla n i c e  responsew 
from Bennett  s ay ing  h e  would communicate a response  ( t o  t h e  Executive committee) i f  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  
do s o  by t h e  committee. 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  meeting,  P r e s s l e r  made a four -poin t  motion a s k i n g  t h a t  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  be 
d i r e c t e d  : 

-- To recognize  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  be  f a i r  t o  a l l  Southern B a p t i s t s .  

-- To respond i n  w r i t i n g  t o  correspondence and q u e s t i o n s  asked concerning t h e i r  r e p o r t i n g  by 
members o f  t h e  Execut ive  Committee. 

-- To r e p r e s e n t  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention p o s i t i v e l y  and f a i r l y  t o  t h e  s e c u l a r  media 
a s  we l l  a s  t o  B a p t i s t  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

-- To r ecogn ize  t h e  need f o r  a d m i t t i n g  e r r o r  and apo log iz ing  when mis takes  a r e  made. 

Af t e r  Bennet t  had responded and two members o f  t h e  committee spoke b r i e f l y  a g a i n s t  and f o r  
t h e  motion, Frank C. Ingraham, committee member from Nashv i l l e ,  s a i d  good, s o l i d  criticism o f  any 
p r e s s  is v a l i d ,  but h e  thought  n c r i t i c i s r n  t o  t h e  po in t  o f  looking  f o r  problems is a very 
d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g  t o  respond to ."  

He s a i d  he  had r ece ived  both  P r e a s l e r t s  l a t e s t  39-page " r e l e a s e w  as h e  desc r ibed  i t ,  and an  
earlier lengthy  aommunication. 

--more-- 
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P r e s s l e r ,  he  s a i d ,  c o n s t a n t l y  and l e g i t i m a t e l y  s t a y s  i n  touch wi th  B a p t i s t  Press .  "I d o n t t  
know anybody who h a s  more t o  say abou t  ( the way) A 1  (Shackle fo rd )  runs B a p t i s t  Press ( t h a n  
P r e s s l e r ) ,  lt Ingraham s a i d .  But he s a i d  t o  adop t  a n o t h e r  s e t  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  ( f o r  BPI based upon a 
s i n g l e  l e t t e r  "is beyond what we want t o  do  and I p lead  wi th  you t h a t  we n o t  pursue t h e  m a t t e r  
k t r ther . l t  He then  made t h e  motion t o  t a b l e ,  which was approved 31-29. 

I n  February,  a subcommittee o f  t h e  Executive Committee, i n  response  t o  a motion a t  t h e  1987 
Southern B a p t i s t  annual  meeting,  dec l ined  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  news agency ?s r e p o r t i n g .  The p u b l i c  
r e l a t i o n s  workgroup a t  t h a t  t ime g e n e r a l l y  aff i rmed t h e  nens  s e r v i c e  b u t  urged g r e a t e r  r e s t r a i n t  
i n  r e p o r t i n g  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e s  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  promote peace and harmony. 

Since 1985, B a p t i s t  P r e s s  h a s  been o p e r a t i n g  under  g u i d e l i n e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th  t h e  approval  
of t h e  Execut ive  Committee. 

--30-- 

Missionary Ber tha  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
Smith d i e s  6/20/88 

SPARTANBURG, S.C. (BPI--Olive Ber tha  Smith,  99 ,  one of  t h e  most beloved Southern B a p t i s t  
m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  d ied  June 12 i n  Spar tanburg ,  S.C., ba re ly  f i v e  months be fo re  h e r  100th b i r t hday .  

"Miss Berthatf  worked 42 y e a r s  i n  China and Taiwan be fo re  beginning a c a r e e r  o f  nea r ly  30 
years i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  as a speake r  and conference  l e a d e r .  A f t e r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  she  also began 
t h e  P e n i e l  Prayer  Center  n e a r  h e r  home i n  Cowpens, S.C. 

She went t o  China i n  1917 a s  a miss ionary  t e a c h e r  and endured wars,  r e v o l u t i o n ,  imprisonment 
by t h e  Japanese ,  pover ty  and i s o l a t i o n .  She was a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  Shandong Revival  i n  China 
i n  t h e  1920s and 30s. 

She l e f t  China i n  1948 and worked i n  Ta ipe i  u n t i l  r e l u c t a n t l y  r e t i r i n g  from t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Board a t  age  70 i n  1958. Mandatory r e t i r e m e n t  went a g a i n s t  h e r  n a t u r e  
and f r i e n d s  s a i d  she  had no time f o r  p l ea su re .  "She was s ingle-eyed t o  God and t o  t h e  t r u t h  o f  
t h e  Word, lf s a i d  one. 

The r e c e n t  t h e o l o g i c a l  feud i n  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention g r i eved  and angered Miss 
Smith. She t o l d  a r e p o r t e r  she  be l i eved  it  was d i s t o r t e d  by newsmen "looking for bad news." 

She was born i n  Cowpens, S.C., and r ece ived  t h e  bache lo r  o f  a r t s  degree  from Winthrop 
College i n  Rock H i l l ,  S.C. She a l s o  r ece ived  a bachelor  of miss ionary  t r a i n i n g  degree  from t h e  
Wornants Missionary Union Tra in ing  School (now p a r t  o f  Southern  B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary) i n  
Louisv i lLe ,  Ky. P r i o r  t o  h e r  appointment  as a miss ionary  i n  1917, she  t a u g h t  and was p r i n c i p a l  
o f  s e v e r a l  s choo l s  i n  South Caro l ina .  

Miss Smith is surv ived  by s e v e r a l  n i e c e s  and nephews. -- 30 -- 
(NOTE TO EDITORS: A l o n g e r  v e r s i o n  o f  Ber tha  Smith 's  o b i t u a r y  h a s  been mailed from t h e  Richmond 
bureau o f  B a p t i s t  Press .  ) 
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SBC roundup By Roy Jennings 

SAN ANTONIO,  Texas (BPI--Messengers t o  the  131st Southern Baptiat  Convention e lec ted a 
conservat ive  standard bea re r  as  p res iden t ,  approved a 1988-89 budget of $145,600,000 and took 
positions on 22 t o p i c s  ranging from t h e  New Age movement t o  hoacosexwlfty t o  pas to ra l  author i ty .  

Betweeri bus iness  s e s s i o n s  a t  t h e  three-day meeting, the messengers heard progress r epor t s  
from 20 agencies and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  took p a r t  i n  appointing 35 foreign missionaries and applauded 
major addresses  by outgoing p res iden t  Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist G u r c h  i n  
Memphis, Tenn., and J o e l  Gregory, pas to r  o f  Travis Avenue Bapt is t  Church i n  Fort Worth, Texas. 

A peace commit t e e  appointed t h r e e  yea r s  ago t o  r e so lve  denominational c o n f l i c t  disbanded 
a f t e r  reporting agencies  and seminaries were making good p r g r e s s  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  implement peace 
recommends t ions .  

The convention a t t r a c t e d  32,727 messengers, making it the t h i r d  l a r g e s t  since the  movement 
was organized i n  1845. Only t h e  1985 convention i n  Dal las  with 45,519 messengers and t h e  1986 
convention i n  Atlanta with 40,987 messengers were l a rge r .  

J e r r y  Vines, co-pastor of  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of Jacksonvil le,  Fla . ,  was elected president 
of the  14.7-million-member denomination by less than 700 votes over Richard Jackson, pastor o f  
North Phoenix (Ariz. ) B a p t i s t  Church. 

The vote count was Vines, 15,804; Jackson, 15,112; James Craig, a Tulsa layman, 276, and 
Anniece Shorrosh, a Mobile, Ala., evange l i s t  who nominated himself, 82, 

Jackson received t h e  endorsement of the  moderate faction i n  the convention before the  
e lec t ion .  

Messengers e l e c t e d  D a r r e l l  Robinson, pastor of Dauphin b y  Bapt is t  Church in Mobile, Ala., 
first v i c e  pres ident ;  Rudy Hernandez, pas tor  of  Metro Park Bapt is t  Church i n  San Antonio, second 
vice pres iden t ,  and re-e lec ted Lee P o r t e r  of Nashville, r e g i s t r a t i o n  secre tary ,  and Martin 
Bradley of Nashvil le,  recording secretary . 

The new budget, up $5.6 mi l l ion  from the  cur ren t  budget, included increases  f o r  a l l  agencies 
except the  Bap t i a t  J o i n t  Committee on Public Affairs which received a $48,400 cut. 

E f f o r t s  t o  add $67,457 t o  t h e  BJCPA a l l o c a t i o n  f a i l e d ,  culminating a running dispute  between 
Southern B a p t i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on t h e  BJCPA board and t r u s t e e s  from the ather e i g h t  sponsoring 
bodies over p o s i t i o n s  t h e  agency should take. 

Receiving the  l a r g e s t  a l l o c a t i o n s  were t h e  Foreign Mfssion Board, $68,805,000; Home Mission 
Board, $26,895,770; s i x  seminaries,  a total of $27,955,780, and 
$5,504,400. 

me new budget inc ludes  $6,899,000 foor c a p i t a l  needs. 

A r e s o l u t i o n  on pastoral a u t h o r i t y  and t h e  priesthood of 
a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  pastor-dominated convention. 

Before passing the  r e s o l u t i o n  aff i rming the r o l e ,  r e spons ib i l i ty  and authorf ty  of the  
pas to r ,  t h e  messengers r e j e c t e d  a charge t h a t  the reso lu t ion  sets up a papal apstem t h a t  Har t in  
Luther d i ed  t o  de fea t ,  

--more-- 
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The r e s o l u t i o n  sa id  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  priesthood of the bel iever  has  been used t o  j u s t i f y  
wrongly the  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  a Chr i s t i akmay  believe whatever he s o  chmaes  t o  and still be 
considered a loyal Southern B a p t i s t ,  Herschel R. Hobbs of Oklahoma City, who chaired t h e  
committee which wrote t h e  1963 B a p t i s t  Fai th  and Message, describes the  priesthood OF b e l i e v e r s  
a s  g ran t ing  nto every C h r i s t i a n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  read and i n t e r p r e t  the  Scr ip tures  f o r  hilaself as he 

. is l ed  by the  Holy S p i r i t . "  

La te r ,  a small group of  Southern B a p t i s t s  l e d  by Randall LoXley, former pres ident  of  
Southeastern Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary i n  Wker  Forest ,  R.C., protested t h e  ac t ion  a s  "non- 
Bap t i s t i c  and here t i c a l ,  * and turned i n  thef r convention ba l lo t s .  

The messengers a l s o  approved a r eso lu t ion  warning of the dangers of the  New Age movement and 
asked Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  warn and educate t h e i r  cons i tu t i enc ies  about t h e  deception and 
c r i t i c a l  dangers of  t h e  movement. 

The reso lu t ion  s a i d  t h e  New Age movement g i v e s  people f a l s e  hope by its b e l i e f s  i n  
re incarnat ion,  as t ro logy,  for tune t e l l i n g ,  palm reading, universalism, and secu la r  humanism and 
was t r y i n g  t o  become a one-world r e l i g i o n .  

I n  a r e s o l u t i o n  on the problem of  c o n f l i c t  within churches, the messengers ca l l ed  f o r  prayer  
f o r  churches i n  need o f  s p i r i t u a l  heal ing,  pas to r s  and church staff members who have been f i r e d ,  
and f o r  a denominational work group t r y i n g  t o  develop a s t ra tegy  t o  educate churches i n  how t o  
reso lve  c o n f l i c t s .  

Other r e s o l u t i o n s  challenged churches t o  e s t a b l i s h  m i n i s t r i e s  of prayer and affirmed the  
b e l i e f  t h a t  persons without a personal  commitment t o  Jesus Chris t  would go t o  a l i t e r a l  h e l l .  

Through t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  process ,  the  messengers a l s o  urged media t o  refuse  adver t i s ing  
promoting homosexuality, deplored homosexuality as a v io la t ion  of m j o r  and na tu ra l  a f f e c t i o n ,  
c a l l e d  upon a l l  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  support  t h e  s a n c t i t y  of human l i fe  ac t ive ly ,  and asked f o r  
s t r i n g e n t  laws and swift persecut ion t o  d e t e r  drunken driving.  

Other r e so lu t ions  opposed governmental support o f  t h e  exportat ion of a lcohol  and tobacco, 
urged congress t o  modify t h e  C i v i l  Rights Restoration Act of 1988 t o  insure t h e  free exercise  of  
r e l i g i o n ,  advised churches t o  run ch i ldca re  programs without government f inancing,  and c a l l e d  on 
public schools t o  uphold t h e  s tandard o f  sexual  abstinance outside marriage a s  they deal with 
s e n s i t i v e  a r e a s  of  sexual  behavior. 

The messengers a l s o  urged voluntary organ donations while not  condoning euthanasia,  
i n f a n t i c i d e  and abor t ion;  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  maintenance of b i b l i c a l  standards of honesty, f i d e l i t y  
and i n t e g r i t y  by minis t ry - re la  ted l eaders ;  encouraged churches t o  use more bivocational  
min i s t e r s ;  and asked for an explanat ion of a 1985 United States agreement with t h e  Sovie t  Union 
t o  exchange c u r r i c u l a  and teaching mate r i a l s  f o r  school children.  

Pres ident  Rogers s e t  t h e  tone f o r  t h e  convention with his opening sess ion address on "Salty 
S a i n t s  i n  a Sick Society.  

I Messengers gave Rogers a s t and ing  ovation when he lashed out  a t  l ibe ra l i sm i n  Bap t i s t  
schools and s e m i n a ~ l e s  f i n a n a i a l l y  supported by conservatives. 

I "1 would no t  f o r  anything i n  t h e  world t r y  t o  fo rce  my beliefs on someone e l s e ,  but  when 
someone t e l l s  me 1 must underwrite h i s  l i b e r a l i s m  or  be  branded a non-Baptist, I ' m  saying he is  
t ry ing  t o  force  his b e l i e f s  on me, Rogers sa id .  

I Rogers condemned both l i b e r a l i s m  and legalism, comparing legalism t o  bibl ical  Pharisees and 
l ibe ra l i sm t o  t h e  Sadducees of  t h e  New Testament. 

"I'm a f r a i d  of legal ism a s  I am o f  l ibera l ism,"  R gera said.  "From the  crown o f  KIY head t o  
the  s o l e  of my f e e t ,  f am a conservat ive ,  an i n e r r a n t i s t ;  I can't help it, t h a t ' s  who I am. But 

.* , I pray t o  God t h a t  I'll never be  a 1ega l i s t .n  Rogers i n s i s t e d  t h a t  Bapt is ts  have not only a 
r i g h t  b u t  a fearf 'ul r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s e e  t h a t  those who teach i n  t h e i r  theology schools 
r epresen t  t h e i r  cherished,  b i b l i c a l  and B a p t i s t  be l i e f s .  
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Cal l ing f o r  B a p t i s t s  t o  r e a p o n d ~ t o  th# pur i ty  of Christ, the integrity of Chris t  and t h e  
' 

v i t a l i t y  o f  Chr i s t ,  Rogers said t h e  problem i n  society is n t because f Hollywood, pornography, 
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  conservat ives  o r  l i b e r a l s ,  but  is with Chr i s t i ans  whom he described a s  " s a l t l e s s  
sa in t s . "  . 

I n  t h e  annual convention sermon, Gregory warned Southern Baptist3 about building a wall  of  
orthodoxy around t h e  convention and i n  t h e  process t e a r i n g  d m  the c a s t l e  they are t ry ing  t o  
p r o t e c t  . 

"We are a t  a f l a shpo in t ,  " he said. "Southern B a p t i s t s  cannot survive many more months of  
personal  animosity i n  our  midst." 

Gregory advised Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  consecrate t h e i r  conversatPons, change their a t t i t u d e s  
toward each o t h e r ,  and i m i t a t e  God's kindness. 

"A l i f e t i m e  of smoldering b i t t e r n e s s  w i l l  pu t  you on the shelf* as far  as service  for God is 
concerned, he said. 

"I hold o u t  my hand t o  you, Brother  Adrian (~ogera) ,  Winfred (Efoore), Jerry (vines), Richard 
(Jackson) ," Gregory sa id .  "He can bui1.d a wal l  and keep the  castle. B e  ~qy brother." 

Following the  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  both major candidates expressed t h e i r  denominational 
views i n  news conferences. 

Vines s a i d  neo-orthodoxy, not  c l a s s i c a l  l i b e m l i s m ,  is the  problem i n  the  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention. We defined neo-orthodox as those who "use our  vocabulary but no t  our dict ionary." 

The new pres iden t  reaffirmed h i s  i n t e n t  t o  appoint  t o  SBC boards and committees those who 
are sympathetic with t h e  conservat ive  movement. 

Denying he was under t h e  c o n t r o l  of  any individual  o r  group, Vines.said he was committed as  
p res iden t  t o  be a v a i l a b l e  and open t o  a l l  Southern Bapt is ts .  Vines said h i s  personal goa l  a s  
p res iden t  is t o  continue t o  be a s o u l  winner. 

Jackson contended a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  the  philosophy o f  leadership style, not  theology, was the  
i s s u e  d iv id ing  Southern Bap t i s t s .  

Manipulation has charac te r i zed  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  leadership  of the  denornina t lon i n  recent  yea r s ,  
Jackson s a i d ,  point ing t o  a small  group t ry ing  t o  work a u t  a p l a n  and s t ~ a t e g y  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  
course of t h e  denomination. I 

Jackson affirmed church-sta t e  separa t ion ,  t h e  priesthood of bel ievers  and soul  l i b e r t y  as I 

being a t  t h e  h e a r t  of  B a p t i s t  i d e n t i t y  and added: 

"Being a B a p t i s t  means you don ' t  have t o  check your mind a t  the &oar.w 

Messengers approved 19 recommendations of t h e i r  Executive Cownittee, including one which s e t  
the  minimum number of messengers needed t o *  conduct business  a t  25 percent af the  registered 
messengers a t  a given convention. In t h e  absence of a quorum, the  convention could hear  r e p o r t s ,  
but  no t  t r a n s a c t  business.  

f n  an  o rgan iza t iona l  meeting, t h e  SBC Executive Committee re-elected o f f i c e r s ,  including 
Charles W. Su l l ivan ,  pas to r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Lenolr City, Term., as chairman, and 
Dar re l l  W. Robinson of Mobile, Ala., newly-elected first vice presideat  of t h e  SBC, v ice  
chairman. 

The Executive Committee a l s o  voted 3 1-29 t o  t ab le  a motion tha t  would Rave given new 
d i r e c t i v e s  t o  B a p t i s t  Press ,  t h e  news s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  denomihation. 

Paul P r e s s l e r  af Houston, long 'time c r i t i c  o f  t h e  news service ,  made t h e  motion calling f a r  
I B a p t i s t  P ress  t o  recognize thei r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  be f a i r  t o  a l l  Southern Bapt i s t s ,  answer t h e i r  

mail along with the Executive Committee ques t ions  about repor t ing,  represent t h e  SW: f a i r l y  and 
p o s i t i v e l y ,  and recognize t h e  need f o r  admit t ing e r r o r  and apologize *a fiey make mistakes* 

--more--- 
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Frank C .  Ingraham of Nashvil le made thg motion t o  t ab le  a f t e r  t h i s  comment: 

"1 don' t  know anybody who h a s  had more t o  say about ( the way) A 1  (Alvin Shackleford) runs  
Bap t i s t  Press  ( than  Press le r ) . "  But ha s a i d  t o  adopt another set of p r i n c i p l e s  ( f o r  BPI based 
upon a s i n g l e  l e t t e r  "is beyond what we want t o  do and I plead with you t h a t  we not pursue t h i s  
mat ter  fur ther ."  

Messengers a t  tending t h e  missionary appoin tmen t se rv ice  were reminded t h a t  God would throw 
Southern B a p t i s t s  on t h e  junk heap and choose someone else t o  win t h e  world t o  Christ unless  they 
move beyond t h e i r  pa roch ia l  ae l f i ahness .  

R. Keith Parks,  p res iden t  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Hission B a r d  I n  Richmond, Va., 
sa id  h i s t o r y  is as  c l e a r  on t h i s  p o i n t  as It is on sa lvat ion.  

When people re fuse  t o  do what God h a s  c a l l e d  then to  do, God casts them on t h e  junk heap 
and f i n d s  someone e l s e  t o  do it." 

Turning t o  t h e  new miss ionar ies ,  Parks,  a former missionary, emphasized t h a t  missions is 
dangerous and t h a t  "you are going i n t o  t h e  awful les t  s p i r i t u a l  war you can imaginen where "it is 
a dangerous thing t o  carry t h e  gospel  of Jesus Chris t  t a  the world." I n  o the r  ac t ion ,  messengers 
e l ec ted  Morris Chapman, pas to r  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of WZchita F a l l s ,  Texas, to preach the  
convention sermon a t  Las Vegas next year.  David Miller, d f rec to r  of missions for the Little Red 
River Bap t i s t  Associat ion i n  Heber Spr ings ,  Ark., is t h e  a l t e rna te .  

A messenger nominated a woman, Nancy Hastings Sehested, pastor of P resco t t  Memorial Bap t i s t  
Church i n  Remphis, Tenn., t o  preach t h e  convention s e w n  bu t  t h e  messengers chose Chapmn. 

While messengers were a t t end ing  luncheon meetings for seminary alumni, the  Conference o f  
Southern B a p t i s t  Evangel is ts  heard a wide s e l e c t i o n  of sermons including t h a t  of a f o r m r  gambler 
who warned of  t h e  e v i l s  of Las Vegas, s i t e  of  the 1989 convention on June 13-15. 

Rick Earnil o f  Lou i sv i l l e ,  Ky., to ld  t h e  evange l i s t s  they face a a~ocksry from t h e  secu la r  
p ress  and t h e  gambling indus t ry  who "are a l ready plannhg a satanical ly- inspi red trap. 

d o l l a r  i n  t h e  s l o t  machine w i l l  be shaking the  hand o f  Satan," he warned. - 30-- 

Resolutions Wrap Bapt is t  Press 
6/20/88 

NASHVILLE (RP 1--Twenty-two r e s o l u t i o n s  on s u b j e c t s  ranging from. the priesthood of the 
be l i ever  t o  homosaxuali t y  t o  t h e  New Age movenrent were adapted by messengers to  the 131st 
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention which met June 14-16 i n  San Antonio, Texas. 

The t o t a l  was t h e  l a r g e s t  number of reso lu t ions  approved a t  a Southern Bap t i s t  Convention 
s i n c e  1980, when 26 were adapted. 

Messengers d isaussed and approved 13 of t h e  r e s o l u t i a n s  presented by t h e  Rescrlutions 
Committee during convention s e s s i o n s  June 15 and 16 before approving the remaining nine as a 
group, without debate. 

Other t o p i c s  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  included: t h e  necess i ty  of sa lvat ion,  pro- l i fe  ac t ions  of SBC 
agencies,  a lcohol ,  c i v i l  r i g h t s  and r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h i l d  ca re ,  achoal- 
based clinics, Sovie t  involvemn t i n  American education,  m i n i s t e r i a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  bivocational  . 
m i n i s t e r s  and support  for fo re ign  missionaries.  

The r e s o l u t i o n  which drew t h e  longes t  d iscuss ion and the mst controvers ia l  response was on 
the  priesthood of  t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  t h e  B a p t i s t  doctrine t h a t  affirm a l l  Chr i s t i ans  have the r i g h t  
t o  read and i n t e r p r e t  Sc r ip tu re  f o r  t'hemselves. 

The r e s o l u t i o n  was approved by about a 54-45 percent vote a f t e r  at tempts failed t o  
' 

s u b s t i t u t e ,  amend and r e f e r  i t  t o  t h e  SBC Executiv Committee. 
-more-- 
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Re r e s o l u t i o n ' s  f o u r  p r i n c i p l e s :  ( 1  ) af f i rm b e l i e f  i n  t h e  priesthood o f  the be l i eve r ;  ( 2 )  
s t a t e  t h e  d o c t r i n e  " in  no way g i v e s  l i c e n s e  to  mis in te rp re t ,  explain auay, demythologize, or 
ex t rapo la te  o u t  elements of t h e  supa"matura1 from the Biblew; (3) note tha t  the doc t r ine  no 
way c o n t r a d i c t s  t h e  b i b l i c a l  understanding of  t h e  r o l e ,  r e spons ib i l i ty ,  and au thor i ty  of  t h e  
p a a t ~ r ; ~  and (4) a f f i r m  t h a t  "e lders ,  o r  pas to r s ,  a r e  c a l l e d  o f  Cod to lead the l o c a l  church." 

The reso lu t ion  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h e  d o c t r i n e  "has been used t o  j u s t i f y  wrongly the  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  
a Chr i s t i an  may be l i eve  whatever he  s o  chooses add still  be considered a loyal. Southern Baptist ."  

During about 25 minutes of d i scuss ion ,  B i l l  Brus ter ,  pastor o f  F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church o f  
Abilene, Texas, offered a s u b s t i t u t e  r e so lu t ion  based on excerpts from t h e  Bapt is t  Faith and 
Message statement.  He charged t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  as presented sets up "a papal system t h a t  Martin 
Luther died t o  defeat .  This is  n o t  Southern Baptist!" 

J e r r y  Sut ton,  chairman o f  the  Resolutions Committee and pastor  of  ltio REvers Bap t i s t  Church 
of Nashvil le,  s a i d  he believed some responses t o  t h e  reso lu t ion  were "unfounded hys te r i a .  We 
affirmed t h a t  we suppor t  t h e  doctr ine of t h e  priesthood o f  t h e  believer.  We sought t o  br ing 
balance. I be l i eve  time w i l l  prove t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  r e so lu t ion  will prove not nearly a s  severe 
as some have suggested." 

The hornosexuali t y  r e so lu t ion  dep lo res  homosexuality as an abnormal lifestyle, notes  t h a t  
homosexuals can be forgiven through f a i t h  i n  Christ and s t a t e s  t h a t  while Gad loves homosexuals, 
homosexuality "is an abomination i n  t h e  eyes  o f  God." 

Kathleen Armstrong of For t  Worth, Texas, s a i d ,  "1 have the  deep concern after reading t h i s  
r e so lu t ion  t h a t  we a s  Southern B a p t i s t s  are becoming so obsessed with condemning s i n s  we have 
forgot ten  persons. " 

The r e s o l u t i o n  was adopted wi th  only sca t t e red  opposition. 

A second homosexuality-related r e s o l u t i o n  d e a l t  with t h e  f i r i n g  of the  publ isher  o f  the  
Dayton (Ohio) Daily News, Dennis Shere, for refusing t o  accept adver t i s ing by gay and lesbian 
groups. 

Shere is a member o f  Far H i l l s  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Dayton, and the resolution was submitted t o  
the  Resolutions Committee by Far H i l l s  Pas tor  Kenneth Mahanes. 

The r e s o l u t i o n  asked messengers t o  express "outrage over the firing of a cornpeterit, highly 
p ro fess iona l  C h r i s t i a n  s o l e l y  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  the employee's commitment t o  dehnd  t r a d i t i o n a l  
moral and family values" and calls on media to  refuse  adver t i s ing  "that promotes homosexuality o r  
any o the r  l i f e s t y l e  t h a t  is  d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  the family." 

A r e s o l u t i o n  warning aga ina t  f a l s e  belief's of t h e  New Age movement passed overwhelmingly 
without discussion and. a s k s  messengers t o  acknowledge it "is diametr ica l ly  contrary t o  both New 
Testament C h r i s t i a n i t y  and our  Amerfcan her i tage .  " . 

Messengers also adopted a r e s o l u t i o n  on t h e  necess i ty  of  sa lva t ion  after adopting by a 
narrow margin an amendment s t a t i n g  t h a t  " a l l  peoplen r a t h e r  than "all  menw a r e  saved. 

. . 
During discuss ion,  Tom Connally o f  At lanta ,  sa id  he was concerned t h e  reso lu t ion  might be 

used a s  a "plumblinen t o  s e t  a p a r t  people with d i f f e r i n g  be l i e f s .  

Sutton responded, "It w i l l  n o t  be used f o r  anything except what a s a j o r i t y  af t h e  messengers 
t o  t h i s  convention bel ieve .  

The reso lu t ion  on the  1988 C i v i l  Rights Restoration Act warns t h a t  Bap t i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  n o t  
directly ncon t ro l l ed  by" r e l i g i o u s  organizat ions ,  including Bapt is t  colleges, may be required t o  
f i l e  f o r  exemptions t o  the a c t .  

Th r e s o l u t i o n  u rges  B a p t i s t  agencies and i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  ref'uae d i r e c t  f deral funding and 
asks f o r  e f f o r t s  t o  amend t h e  a c t  t o  ensure  t h a t  t h e  nconrtt i tut ional  guarantees of t h e  f ree-  
exe rc i se  o f  r e l i g i o n  are n o t  infringed." 

--mare -- 
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The r e s o l u t i o n  on i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cJild cam, adopted with l i t t l e  opposit ion,  opposes tax 
subsidy proposals pending i n  t h e  U.S. ~ o n g d ' s s  which would ndiscriminate aga ins t  famil ies  who 
choose home c h i l d  c a r e  by taxing a l l  f a m i l i e s  t o  subs id ize  g o v e ~ n t - a p p m v e d  daycare 
f a c i l i t i e s . "  It a l s o  warns of a church-state c o n f l i c t .  

The one reso lu t ion  which appeared t o  draw unanimous support of messengers ca l l ed  f o r  
communication t o  Southern B a p t i s t  fo re ign  miss ionar ies  " tha t  we are solidly united i n  our 
apprecia t ion f o r  them and our  commitment t o  t h e i r   upp port.^ 

Another r e so lu t ion  cormended t h w e  SBC agencies -- the Home Mission Board, the Chr is t ian  
Life  Commission and t h e  Sunday School Board -- f o r  p ro - l i f e  ac t ions  taken i n  the  l a s t  year. 

Other resolutions urged considera t ion of human organ donation "in the  s p i r i t  o f  
stewardship," c a l l e d  on B a p t i s t s  t o  s t e p  up prayer e f f o r t s ,  emphasized t h e  importance of 
m i n i s t e r i a l  I n t e g r i t y ,  commended b ivoca t iona l  min i s t e r s ,  urged the U.S. government t o  cease 
pursuing expor t  markets f o r  domestic a l coho l  and tobacco and ca l l ed  f o r  e f f o r t s  t o  r e s t o r e  t r u s t  
i n  l o c a l  churches. 

The 1988 Reosolutions Committee considered 54 resolut ions ,  the sarae number proposed by 
messengers i n  1987. 

--30-- 

Messengers in t roduce 
va r i e ty  of  motions By Kathy Palen 

Bapt is t  Press 
6/20/88 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BPI--~essengers  t o  the  Southern Bap t i s t  Convention annual meeting i n  San 
Antonio, Texas, June 14-16 introduced motions on sub j s c t s  ranging from the SBC presidency t o  t h e  
Southern B a p t i s t  Public A f f a i r s  Commit t e e  t o  the  1989 convention program. 

Once introduced,  t h e  motions went to the  Committee on Order of Business, which brought back 
recommendations on whether t o  r e f e r ,  dismiss o r  take  a c t i o n  an them. 

Two messengers introduced motions t h a t  would a f f e c t  the  SBC presidency. A motion introduced 
by Harry Sparks, a messenger from Kil leen,  Texas, would extend the  eument one-year p r e s i d e n t i a l  
term t o  a two-year term. Mark Beck, a messenger from Lynchburg, Va., moved t o  amend the  SBC 
Const i tu t ion sa t ha t  any person having served two terms a s  SBC pres ident  would be i n e l i g i b l e  
from serving i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  again.  Both motions were re fe r red  t o  the  SBI: Executive Committee. 

I n  a r e l a t e d  a c t i o n ,  C. Jack Varnado, messenger from F i r s t  Baptist Church of Lake Arthur, 
La., moved t o  d i s q u a l i f y  any person announcing h i s  o r  h e r  candidacy for an SBC o f f i c e  o r  whoae 
name is mentioned a s  a poss ib le  candidate  i n  a public meeting or i n  p r in t .  The motion was ru led 
ou t  o f  order .  

Three motions concerned t h e  Public A f f a i r s  Committee, an 18-member panel t h a t  provides 
Southern B a p t i s t  r ep resen ta t ion  on t h e  Washington-based Bap t i s t  J o h t  Committee on Public 
Affa i rs .  One motion, introduced by Ken Massey, messenger from F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church o f  Marks, 
Miss., sought replacement of t h e  e i g h t  PAC members who l a s t  October voted t o  d issolve  SBC t i e s  
with t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee. The motion was ruled o u t  of order. 

Lamar Wadswarth, messenger from Unity B a p t i s t  Church i n  Dalton, Ga., introduced a motion t o  
change SBC Bylaws s o  a s  t o  l i m i t  t h e  PAC from endorsing any candidate for a public e l ec ted  or 
appointed o f f i c e .  Bob M. Pa t t e r son ,  messenger from F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church o f  Warm Springs, Ga., 
moved t o  s t o p  funding o f  t h e  PAC s i n c e  he s a i d  it has  no program assignment and the convention 
has  no t  authorized expendi tures  f o r  program a c t i v i t e s ,  Both mtions were re fe r red  t o  t h  SBC 
Executive Commit tee .  

The 1989 SBC annual meeting, scheduled t o  be held  i n  t a s  Vegas, Nev., was t h e  sub jec t  of  
severa l  motions. 

--more-- 
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Two of  those motions were referre?  t o  next y e a r ' s  Committee on Order of  Business. The 
f i r s t ,  introduced by Dar re l l  Orman, messenge? from Gardens Rap t i s t  Church i n  Hollywood, F l a . ,  
c a l l t d  f o r  des ignat ion of an o f f i c i a l  time on t h e  meeting's agenda f o r  SBC messengers " t o  move 
as a mighty army f o r  Jesus  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t s  of  downtown Las Vegas lead by our convention l eaders  
and our  own pres iden t  t o  win people t o  a saving knowledge of our  Lord Jesus  Chr is t  ," adding t h a t  
such a p r a c t i c e  should then continue during each fu tu re  convention. 

The o t h e r ,  introduced by Terry YeDaniel, messenger from Southwest Bap t i s t  Church i n  
Jacksboro, Texas, t o  move t h e  1989 meeting t o  a more s u i t a b l e  loca t ion  was ru led ou t  o f  order .  

Other motions included two t h a t  would change t h e  l e v e l  o f  g iv ing  required o f  churches f o r  
c e r t a i n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  SBC. Both ware r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  SBC Executive Committee. 

David Save l l ,  messenger from Highland B a p t i s t  Church i n  Meridian, Miss., introduced a motion 
t o  change t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a cooperating church contained i n  SBC Bylaws t o  require  a 
congregation t o  have given a t  l e a s t  5 percent  o r  i ts  undesignated r e c e i p t s  t o  the  Cooperative 
Program f o r  t h e  previous yea r  and t o  requ i re  any nominee t o  SBC boards o r  committee t o  have been 
a member of such a congregation f o r  a t  l e a s t  one year.  

Loyal P r i o r ,  messenger from Tabernacle B a p t i s t  Church i n  Newport News, Va., moved t o  a l t e r  
the  $250 annual church con t r ibu t ion  now used i n  determining the  number of  messengers t o  which a 
church is e n t i t l e d  t o  $2,500. 

Direct  messenger a c t i o n  was taken on only two motions. Messengers approved a motion 
requesting prayer fo r  r a i n ,  but  r e j e c t e d  t h e  second p a r t  o f  a motion concerning the sale of  the  
ACTS network by t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Radio and Televis ion Commission. Approval of t h a t  p a r t  of  
the  motion would have allowed messengers t o  vote  on t he  a c t u a l  s a l e  r a t h e r  than r e f e r r i n g  the  
mat ter  t o  t h e  RTVC t r u s t e e s .  

A number of  motlons were r e f e r r e d  t o  va r ious  SBC agencies ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and committees. 
Those included : 

-- Motions c a l l i n g  f o r  study of  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  Cooperative Program giving and s e t t i n g  up 
regional  convention c e n t e r s ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  the SBC Executive Committee. 

-- A motion asking f o r  aggress ive  ant i -zbor t ion l eadersh ip  and another concerning var ious  
p r i n t  and t ape  mater ia l3 ,  r e fe r red  t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Chr i s t i an  Life  Comrnf ssion.  

-- A motion concerning a dec i s ion  a g a i n s t  appoint ing divorced people a s  fore ign 
miss ionar ies ,  r e fe r red  t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Board. 

-- Motions request ing s tudy  of t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of  a s s i s t i n g  miss ionar ies  who -- because o f  
changes i n  assignments -- have r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  two house payments and development of  a r e s o r t  
missions program, r e f e r r e d  to the  Southern B a p t i s t  Rome Mission Board. 

-- A motion c a l l i n g  f o r  a l l  Southern B a p t i s t s  seminar ies  t o  have the  1963 Bap t i s t  Fai th  and 
Message a s  t h e i r  a r t i c l e s  o f  f a i t h ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  the  seminaries.  

-- A motion asking f o r  a conference week f o r  deaf youth,  r e fe r red  t o  the  Southern Bap t i s t  
Sunday School Board. 

.:. ; 
I -- A motion on using the t i t l e  ndoctorn i n  SBC l i s t i n g s  and in t roduct ions ,  r e fe r red  t o  t h e  

Resolutions Committee. 
I -- A motion on selection of convention preachers  for 1990 and 1991, r e fe r red  t o  next year ' s  

Committee on Order of  Business. 

The Committee on Order of Business dismissed o r  provided information on motions deal ing w i t h  
the purchase o f  flags for  d i sp lay  a t  f u t u r e  conventions,  a repor t  on a decision by the Home 
Mission Board pe r t a in ing  to ordained women and provis ion o f  a r e a s  f o r  t h e  handicapped during t h e  
SBC . 

A motion seeking t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  the SBC Peace Committee was ru led moot following 
aonvention approval of a a i m i l a r  r commendation t h a t  came from t h e  Peace Committee i t s e l f .  

--3O-- 



6/ 20 / 88 Page 8 B a p t i s t  P re s s  

Forum, P a s t o r s t  Conference a u 

take d i v e r g e n t  v iewpoin ts  

SAN A N T O N I O ,  Texas (BP )--Speakers who addressed  two g a t h e r i n g s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention annual  meeting o f f e r ed  d i v e r g e n t  views on t h e  cont roversy  wi th in  t h e i r  denomina t i o n  
June 12-1 3 i n  San Antonio, Texas. 

About 3,600 people a t t ended  the moderate-backed Southern B a p t i s t  Forum, while 16,000 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  P a s t o r s t  Conference,  g e n e r a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  conse rva t ives .  

A f i e r y  ind ic tment  af  " the  c u r s e  of  l i b e r a l i s m n  by W.A. C r i swe l l ,  former p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  c l o s i n g  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  P a s t o r s 1  Conference a t  t h e  
Henry B . Gonzalez Convention Center .  

"Building t h e  G r e a t e s t  Churches S ince  Pen tecos tw  was t h e  theme o f  t h e  meeting. 

'*The c u r s e  o f  l i b e r a l i s m n  h a s  l e d  t o  the downward s p i r a l  o f  main l ine  denominations and t o  
t h e  d e c l i n i n g  number o f  bapt isms w i t h i n  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, s a i d  Cr i swe l l ,  p a s t o r  o f  
t h e  20,000-member F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Dallas. 

Cr iswel l  grouped " l i b e r a l s n  w i th  "moderatesn i n  t h e  SBC, s ay ing ,  llA skunk by any o t h e r  name 
still  st inks. ' ,  

Po in t ing  t o  t h e  ' l inroadsW made by l i b e r a l i s m  and secu la r i sm,  Cr i swe l l  s a i d ,  ''We have taken  
t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r  and made i t  t o  Cover every  damnable heresy  you can 
imagine. 

Cr i swe l l  c a l l e d  f o r  a " resurgence ,  a recommitmenb, a regenera  t i o n w  among Southern B a p t i s t s .  
"To my g r e a t  sorrow, we a r e  l o s i n g  o u r  message of  s a l v a t i o n  t o  t h e  l i b e r a l s ,  t h e  s e c u l a r i s t s ,  and 
t h e  humanists ,  and f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  a t h e i s t s  and t h e  i n f i d e l s ,  he s a i d .  

Evangel i s t  Bai ley  Smith of A t l a n t a ,  a n o t h e r  former SBC p r e s i d e n t ,  cha l lenged  preachers  t o  
s t and  a g a i n s t  formalism, s ecu la r i sm and l i b e r a l i s m .  "You cannot  marry high-church music and a 
burden f o r  s o u l s ,  h e  said, observ ing  that liturgy leads t o  l e t h a r g y .  

He a l s o  warned a g a i n s t  t h e  crisis o f  l i b e r a l i s m ,  comparing t h e  cho ice  between t h e o l o g i c a l  
conservat ism and l i b e r a l i s m  to  a cho ice  between h e a l t h  and cancer .  

Numerous speakers explored  p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  number of  bapt isms i n  Southern 
B a p t i s t  churches.  

Freddie  Cage, e v a n g e l i s t  from Eu le s s ,  Texas,  r e j e c t e d  t h e  motion t h a t  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  number 
o f  bapt isms a r e  due t o  cont roversy .  *That i s  absurd .  That  i s  a a c a p e g ~ a t , ~  he  s a i d ,  no t ing  t h e  
s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  problem OF a drop i n  bapt isms is f o r  "Southern B a p t i s t  s emina r i e s  t o  c r ank  ou t  
s o u l  winners ,  l1 

Richard Lee, p a s t o r  o f  Rehoboth B a p t i s t  Church i n  Tucker, Ga., c i t e d  a survey conducted by 
Western Reserve Un ive r s i t y  i n  which 57 p e r c e n t  of t h e  B a p t i s t  clergymen in te rv iewed s a i d  they  d id  
n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  B ib l e  is t h e  i n s p i r e d  word o f  God : "No wonder o u r  bapt isms a r e  down. L e t t s  p u t  
t h e  blame where it belongs.  It's n o t  p o l i t i c s  o r  programs. It l s  puny preaching from powerless  
p u l p i t s  by men uho don ' t  b e l i e v e  the word of God.w 

Charles Stan ley ,  p a s t o r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Chumh o f  A t l a n t a  and former SBC p r e s i d e n t ,  s a i d  
p a s t o r s  wanting t o  b u i l d  great chu rches  need a s t r o n g  awareness of t h e i r  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o  God; a 
preaching  m i n i s t r y  based on t h e  unquest ioned a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  Bible ;  pe r sona l  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e ;  
a b i l i t y  t o  endure hardship ;  and w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  fulfill t h e i r  calling t o  do  t h e  work of an 
e v a n g e l i s t  . 

Morris Chapman, pastor of F i r s t  Bapt i s t  Church o f  Wichita  F a l l s ,  Texas, c a l l e d  f o r  a C h r i s t -  
l i k e  s p i r i t  i n  main ta in ing  c o n v i c t i o n s  abou t  t h e  word of  God. 

Pa ige  Patterson, president of Criaw 11 'College in Dallas, addrwssed the importance of 
preaching  the  atonement o f  C h r i s t .  W I f  we want peace i n  t h e  denomination, we w i l l  have it n o t  
through compromise, b u t  i n  the peace t h a t  is  found a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  c r o s a l U  he  s a id .  

--more -- 



6/20/88 Page 9 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

Tom E l l i f f ,  pastor of  F i ~ s t  Souttmrn B a p t i s t  Church i n  Del C i t y ,  Okla., l i kewi se  cha l lenged  
Southern B a p t i s t  p r eache r s  t o  *s tand  f l a t - foo t ed  and broad-shoulderedw preaching  t h e  blood o f  
Jesus .  

I n  t h e  c l o s i n g  a d d r e s s  OF t h e  P a s t o r s '  Conference,  conse rva t ive  s tandard-bearer  J e r r y  Vines 
asked Southern S a p t i s t  p r eache r s  t o  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  t h e  pressures of  modern s o c i e t y .  

"Sometimes i t ' s  ha rd  t o  s t a n d  when o t h e r s  a r e  s toop ing , "  s a i d  Vines,  co-pastor  o f  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church o f  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  FLa. He added t h e  f i e r y  trial, o f  l i f e  make C h r i s t i a n s  " f i t  and 
prepared f o r  h i s  use." 

Ralph Smith, p a s t o r  of Hyde Park B a p t i s t  Church i n  Aus t in ,  Texas, was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  P a s t o r s t  Conference. Smith de fea t ed  f e l l ow Texan Paul Powell,  p a s t o r  o f  Green Acres B a p t i s t  
Church o f  Tyler .  

Rob Zinn, p a s t o r  o f  Irnmanuel B a p t i s t  Church i n  San Rernardino,  C a l i f . ,  was e l e c t e d  v i c e  
p r e s i d e n t .  Ilick Ferguson, p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of DeSoto, No., was e l e c t e d  s e c r e t a r y -  
t r e a s u r e r .  

P a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e  Forum were told "disenfranchised1'  Southern B a p t i s t s  must admit t h e  
denomination they  l o v e  h a s  changed and find ways t o  s e r v e  God wi th in  t h e  remaining s t r u c t u r e .  

"We have l ea rned  nobody wins a f i g h t  w i th  b e l l i g e r e n t ,  h o s t i l e  fundamen ta l i s t s , "  s a i d  Alan 
Neely, who r e c e n t l y  r e s igned  as pro fe s so r  a t  Sou theas t e rn  B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  Wake 
F o r e s t ,  N.C. "The only  way t o  d e a l  w i th  m i l i t a n t  fundamen ta l i s t s  is t o  l e a v e  them t o  f i g h t  among 
themselves. The most d e v a s t a t i n g  blow t h a t  we could i n f l i c t  upon them is t o  cease  t o  be  t h e i r  
i d e n t i f i e d  enemy. 

"We cannot  engage i n  i n t e r n e c i n e  s t r u g g l e  and a t  t h e  same time addres s  t h e  r e a l  problems of  
o u r  world,  " Nsely s a i d ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  10-year t h e o l o g i c a l / p o l i  t i c a l  s t r u g g l e .  

Although Neely has  announced p l a n s  t o  t each  a t  P r ince ton  Theologica l  Seminary, he urged 
those  a t  t h e  Forum n o t  t o  withdraw from t h e  convention:  "1 have never  been anyth ing  b u t  a 
Southern B a p t i s t .  It neve r  occurred  t o  me t h e  time would come when I would be d i s i n h e r i t e d ,  
d i s en f r anch i sed  by my own family." 

Neely echoed t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  such o t h e r  Forum speake r s  as IJinfred Moore, pa s to r  o f  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church, Amari l lo ,  Texas; Anthony Campolo, an American B a p t i s t  and p ro fe s so r  o f  soc io logy  
a t  Eas te rn  Col lege ,  S t .  Davids, Pa.; Libby B e l l i n g e r ,  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  o f  Inne r  C i ty  
M i n i s t r i e s ,  Waeo, Texas; Mildred McWhorter, home miss ionary  i n  Houston, and B i l l  Leonard, church 
his t o r y  p ro fe s so r  a t  Southern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary, Lou i sv i l l e ,  Ky . 

Moore a l s o  admi t ted  times have changed i n  t h e  denomination. But he  s a i d  those  who a r e  now 
l e f t  o u t  s t i l l  can  make p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s :  "We're n o t  dead, and I ' v e  g o t  news f o r  a l l  o f  
you -- I'm n o t  leav ing .  f t m  n o t  going away. No good cause  w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  o f  i t s e l f  i f  we l e a v e  
it t o  i t s e l f . "  

Moore urged t h e  audience  t o  a c t i v e l y  pursue  t h e i r  i d e a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  convent ion ,  b u t  not a t  
t h e  expense of t h e i r  i n t e g r i t y .  He also s a i d  B a p t i s t s  must t a k e  s i d e s  i n  t h e  cont roversy :  
"There i s n '  t anyth ing  i n  t h e  middle o f  the road b u t  a ye l low l i n e  and dead possums. Know which 
s i d e  of t h e  road you ' re  on. I i n t e n d  t o  con t inue  t o  contend f o r  t h e  f a i t h  and f o r  t h e  r i g h t  o f  
my b r e t h r e n  t o  d i f f e r  wi th  me so long as t hey  c o n t i n u e  t o  contend f o r  t h e  f a i t h .  " 

Camgolo i s sued  a s t r o n g  c h a l l e n g e  t o  Southern  B a p t i s t s  t o  g e t  back t o  minis  t r y :  "1 dont  t 
know what you're  a rgu ing  about i n  Dix ie land ,  b u t  the real i s s u e  is are you going t o  l ove  people 
t h a t  everyone else h a t e s ?  You're c r e a t i n g  a church t h a t  no one is going  t o  want t o  join."  

B e l l i n g e r  encouraged moderates  t o  remain a c t l v e ,  She compared t h e  cont roversy  t o  a cance r  
wslowly spreading  out i t s  ugly  finger^.^ 

--30-- 
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Executive Committee 
re-elects 3 o f f i ce r s  

"21 * 

By Sob Stanley 

SAN A N T O N I O ,  Texas (BP )--me Executive Committee of the Southern Baptis t  Convention re- 
elected i ts  of f icers  by acclamation June 15. Later i n  the meeting, the committee voted 31-29 to 
table a motion t h a t  would have given new di rec t ives  t o  Eapt is t  Press, the SBC news service. 

Charles W. Sullivan, pastor of F i r s t  Baptist  Church of Lenoir City, Tenn., was re-elected 
chairman. Darrell W. Robinson, pastor of Dauphin Way Baptis t  Church i n  Mobile, Ala,, and the 
newly elected f i r s t  vice president of the SBC, was re-elected the committeets vice  chairman. Sam 
W. Pace, direc tor-treaaurer of the Comanche-Cotton Baptis t  Association i n  Lawton, Okla., was re- 
elected recording seere tary . 

The motion concerning Baptist  Press was introduced by Paul Pressler ,  a Houston judge. 
Pressler  said he had received no response from e i t h e r  Harold C. Bennett, the committeets 
president and t reasurer ,  or Alvin C. Shackleford, d i rec tor  of  Baptist  Press,  to  a lengthy l e t t e r  
he wrote t o  Executive Committee members April 8 expressing concerns about the reporting of 
Baptist  Press, headquartered a t  the Nashville of f ices  of the  Executive Committee. Pressler said 
he sen t  a copy to  Shackleford but received no reply. 

Bennett said the reason he and Shackleford did not respond was t ha t  the l e t t e r  had been 
written t o  members o f  the Executive Committee. Ln a phone conversation with Pressler he said he 
explained t h a t  since the l e t t e r  was not addressed t o  him or Shackleford, and they were not shown 
on the l e t t e r  as receiving copies of i t ,  he f e l t  i t  inappropriate t o  respond. 

Sennett said he told Pressler t h a t  i f  the Executive Committee, or any group of the 
committee, "would l i k e  me t o  respond, I would be happy t o  do so." 

In h i s  statement t o  the committee during the meeting, Pressler  said he f e l t  conmunication i s  
"essent ial  t o  understanding and t o  avoid hard feelings.  

He said he more recently had sent  copies of the l e t t e r  expressing concerns about BP t o  t3e 
people being nominated a s  new members of the committee. I n  t ha t  l e t t e r ,  he said he had received 
"no response Orom those employed by the Executive Commit tee ,  Bennett and Shackle ford. 

It was then, he sa id ,  t ha t  he received the phone c a l l  from Bennett and "a nice responsew 
from Bennett saying he would communicate a response ( to  the Executive Committee) i f  instructed t o  
do so by the committee. 

A t  t h i s  point i n  the meeting, Press le r  made a four-point motion asking tha t  Baptist Press be 
directed : 

-- To recognize t h e i r  responsibi l i ty  t o  be f a i r  t o  a l l  Southern Baptists.  

-- To respond in  writing t o  Correspondence and questions asked concerning the i r  reporting by 
members of the Executive Committee. 

-- To represent the Southern Baptis t  Convention posi t ively and f a i r l y  to  the secular media 
as  well as t o  Baptist  publications. 

-- To recognize the need for  admitting error and apologizing when mlstakes are made. 

After Bennett had responded and two members of the committee spoke br ie f ly  against and for  
the motion, Frank C. Ingraham, committee member from Nashville, said good, sol id  c r i t i c i sm o f  any , 
press is val id,  but he thought "cr i t ic ism to the  point of looking for  problems is a very 
d i f f i c u l t  thing t o  respond to." 

He said he  had received both Pressler 'a l a t e s t  39-page "releasew as  h e  described it, and an 
e a r l i e r  lengthy communication. 

--more -- 
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P r e s s l e r ,  he s a i d ,  c o n s t a n t l y  and legit?rnately s t a y s  i n  touch wi th  B a p t i s t  Press .  "1 don ' t  
know anybody who h a s  more t o  s ay  abou t  ( t he  way) A 1  ( shack le  f o r d )  r u n s  B a p t i s t  P re s s  ( t h a n  
P r e s s l e r ) , "  Ingraham s a i d .  But he  s a i d  t o  adopt  a n o t h e r  s e t  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  ( f o r  BPI based upon a 
s i n g l e  l e t t e r  "is beyond what we want t o  do  and 1 p lead  wi th  you t h a t  we n o t  pursue t h e  m a t t e r  
fu r the r . "  He then  made t h e  motion t o  t a b l e ,  which was approved 31-29. 

I n  February,  a subcommittee o f  t h e  Execut ive  Committee, i n  response  t o  a motion a t  t h e  1987 
Southern B a p t i s t  annual  meeting , dec l ined  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  news agency's  r epo r t i ng .  The pub l i c  
r e l a t i o n s  workgroup a t  t h a t  time g e n e r a l l y  a f f i rmed t h e  news s e r v i c e  b u t  urged g r e a t e r  r e s t r a i n t  
i n  r e p o r t i n g  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e s  i n  an e f f o r t ,  t o  promote peace and harmony. 

S ince  1985, B a p t i s t  P r e s s  has been o p e r a t i n g  u n d e ~  g u i d e l i n e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th  t h e  approval  
of t h e  Executive C o m i  t t ee .  * 

--30-- 

Missionary Ber tha  
Smith d i e s  

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
6/20/88 

SPARTANBURG, S.C. (SP)--Olive Ber tha  Smith, 99 ,  one o f  t h e  most beloved Southern B a p t i s t  
m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  d i ed  June 12 i n  Spar tanburg ,  S.C., b a r e l y  f i v e  months before h e r  100th b i r t hday .  

"Miss Ber thaw worked 42 y e a r s  i n  China and Taiwan b e f o r e  beginning a c a r e e r  o f  nea r ly  30 
y e a r s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  a s  a speake r  and conference  l e a d e r .  A f t e r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  she  a l s o  began 
t h e  Peniel Prayer  Center  near h e r  home i n  Coupens, S.C. 

She went t o  China i n  1917 a s  a miss ionary  t e a c h e r  and endured wars,  r evo lu t ion ,  imprisonment 
by t h e  Japanese,  pover ty  and i s o l a t i o n .  She was a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  Shandong Revival i n  China 
i n  t h e  1920s and 30s. 

She l e f t  China i n  19b8 and worked i n  Ta ipe i  u n t i l  r e l u c t a n t l y  r e t i r i n g  from t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Board a t  a g e  70 i n  1958. Randatory r e t i r emen t  went a g a i n s t  h e r  na tu re  
and f r i e n d s  s a i d  s h e  had no time f o r  p l ea su re .  "She was s ingle-eyed t o  God and t o  t h e  t r u t h  of  
t h e  Word, " said one. 

The r e c e n t  t h e o l o g i c a l  feud i n  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention g r i eved  and angered Miss 
Smith. She t o l d  a r e p o r t e r  she b e l i e v e d  i t  was d i s t o r t e d  by newsmen wlooking  f o r  bad news." 

She was born i n  Cowpens, S.C., and r ece ived  t h e  bache lo r  o f  a r t s  degree  from Winthrop 
Col lege  i n  Rock H i l l ,  S.C. She a l s o  r ece ived  a bache lo r  o f  missionary t r a i n i n g  degree from t h e  
Woman's Missionary Union Tra in ing  School (now p a r t  o f  Southern  B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary) i n  
L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky. P r i o r  t o  h e r  appointment  as a miss ionary  i n  7917, she  t augh t  and was p r i n c i p a l  
o f  s e v e r a l  s choo l s  i n  South Caro l ina .  

Miss Smith is  surv ived  by s e v e r a l  n i e c e s  and nephews. 
--30-- 

(NOTE TO EDITORS: A l o n g e r  v e r s i o n  of  Ber tha  Smith 's  o b i t u a r y  has  been mailed from t h e  Richmond 
bureau o f  B a p t i s t  Press .  1 
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