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Vines,  Robinson, 
Hernandez e l e c t e d  

SAN A N T O N I O ,  Texas (BPI--ferry Vines,  co-pastor  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  
F l a . ,  was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e s n t  of t h e  Southern Baptist  Convention d u r i n g  i ts  1 3 1 s t  annual  s e s s ion .  

Vines,  seen  a s  t h e  cand ida t e  favored by conse rva t i ve s  de fea t ed  Richard Jackson,  pa s to r  of 
North Phoenix B a p t i s t  Church, Phoenix,  Ar i z . ,  by l e s s  than  700 vo t e s .  

Of t h e  31,291 b a l l o t s  c a s t ,  Vines r ece ived  15,804 v o t e s  (50.53 p e r c e n t ) ,  compared t o  15,112 
(48 .32  pe rcen t )  f o r  Jackson. 

Vines was nominated by Ralph Smith, p a s t o r  of Hyde Park B a p t i s t  Church, Aus t in ,  Texas,  and 
newly e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  P a s t o r s t  Conference, who p r a i s e d  Vines as  "a 
model i n  evangelism and church growth1' who could be "a h e a l e r n  i n  t h e  d iv ided  SBC. 

Jackson was nominated by George H a r r i s ,  p a s t o r  o f  C a s t l e  H i l l s  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, San 
Antonio, Texas, who lauded t h e  Arizona p a s t o r  a s  "a l o y a l  Southern B a p t i s t  and a committed 
C h r i s t i a n t t  and a s  " t he  r i g h t  man f o r  t he se  days  and t h i s  hour." 

Other  nominees who each  r ece ived  less than  one p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v o t e  were James Cra ig ,  a 
layman from South Tulsa B a p t i s t  Church, Tu l sa ,  Okla.,  who was nominated by Robert Vaples of  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church, Roswell,  N.M.,  and Anniece Shorrosh,  a f i l l - t i m e  e v a n g e l i s t  from O l d  Spanish Fo r t  
B a p t i s t  Church, n e a r  Mobile,  Ala. , who nominated h imse l f .  

D a r r e l l  Robinson, p a s t o r  o f  Dauphin Way B a p t i s t  Church, Mobile,  Ala.,  was e l e c t e d  f i r s t  v i c e  
p r e s i d e n t ,  r e c e i v i n g  a lmos t  60 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  vo te  12,622,  i n  d e f e a t i n g  James P l e i t z ,  p a s t o r  of 
Park C i t i e s  B a p t i s t  Church, Da l l a s ,  who r ece ived  8 , 6  12 vo t e s .  

Rudy Hernandez, p a s t o r  o f  Metro B a p t i s t  Church, San Antonio, was e l e c t e d  second vice 
p r e s i d e n t ,  r e c e i v i n g  5 ,399  votes .  O the r  cand ida t e s  were Dorothy Sample of  F l i n t ,  Mich., former 
p r e s i d e n t  o f  SBC Woman's Missionary Union 3,336; Robert Witty of Tucson, Ar i z . ,  founder  o f  Luther  
Rice Seminary, 1 ,402;  and Emile Roussea Jr., p a s t o r  o f  Taylor  B a p t i s t  Church, Taylor ,  La., 322. 

--3o-- 

Vines blames neo-orthodoxy 
f o r  convent ion ' s  problems 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BP)--Neo-orthdoxy, n o t  c l a s s i c a l  l i b e r a l i s m ,  is  t h e  problem i n  t he  
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, J e r r y  Vines i n s i s t e d  i n  a news conference  June 14 soon a f t e r  h i s  
e l e c t i o n  as p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  14.7-million-member denomination. 

Vines, co-pas tor  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  Fla., narrowly de fea t ed  Richard 
Jackson ,  p a s t o r  of North Phoenix B a p t i s t  Church i n  Phoenix, Ar iz . ,  f o r  t h e  No. 1 o f f i c e  i n  t h e  
n a t i o n ' s  l a r g e s t  P r o t e s t a n t  denomination. 

Vines made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  when asked t o  g i v e  names and a d d r e s s e s  of? f i v e  l i b e r a l s  i n  
denominat ional  agenc i e s .  Vines was t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c and ida t e  o f  a f a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  convent ion 
t h a t  f o r  t h e  past n i n e  y e a r s  h a s  crusaded t o  remove a l l e g e d l y  l i b e r a l  agency heads  and seminary 
p r o f e s s o r s ,  

--more-- 
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"If yout  re t a l k i n g  abou t  classical l i b e r a l i s m ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  r e a l  t h e o l o g i c a l  issue i n  our  
denomination, " h e  s a i d .  "You're g e t t i n g  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  when you t h i n k  i n  terms of  neo- 
orthodoxy. n 

Vines defined t h e  neo-orthodox as those who "use o u r  vocabulary but  n o t  ou r  d i c t i ona ry . "  He 
d id  n o t  name anyone who is  l i b e r a l  o r  neo-orthodox. 

I n  answering ano the r  ques t ion ,  Vines s a i d  he  does  n o t  expec t  a l l  B a p t i s t s  t o  l a b e l  
themselves as n i n e r r a n t i s t s , w  t h e  term t h a t  has been t h e  watchword o f  Southern B a p t i s t  
conserva t ives .  I n e r r a n t i s t s  a r e  t hose  who b e l i e v e  t h e  B ib l e  is wi thout  e r r o r ,  he added, no t ing ,  
"1 d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  o t h e r s  u s e  t h a t  word, though. 

Despi te  shunning l a b e l s ,  Vines r ea f f i rmed  h i s  i n t e n t  t o  a p p o i n t  t o  SBC boards and committees 
those  who a r e  sympathet ic  wi th  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  movement. 

"1 w i l l  seek t o  appo in t  t h e  very b e s t  Southern B a p t i s t s  I can  poss ib ly  f ind,' '  he s a i d .  "1 
have f r ank ly  been p leased  wi th  t h e  appointment p roces s  of  o u r  p r e s e n t  p r e s i d e n t ,  D r .  Rogers." 

Vines s a i d  he w i l l  a b i d e  by t h e  nparameters  t h e  denomination h a s  overwhelmingly communicated 
they would l i k e l n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  conse rva t ive  t r end  i n  v o t e s  taken i n  SBC meetings i n  t h e  p a s t  
n ine  yea r s .  

"1 am committed t o  appo in t ing  those  who fall w i t h i n  t h e  parameters  of  the B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and 
Message Statement  concern ing  S c r i p t u r e .  I j u s t  could n o t  look Southern  B a p t i s t s  i n  t h e  f ace  and 
appo in t  people who b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e  e r r o r s  i n  t h e  Bible,!' he s a i d .  

But Vines would n o t  s ay  whether o r  n o t  he  would appo in t  Jackson t o  a board o r  committee, 
even though Jackson p r o f e s s e s  t o  be  an i n e r r a n t i s t .  

"I would be g l ad  t o  t a k e  a  look a t  t h a t  when t h e  time comeslW h e  r e p l i e d .  

When asked d i r e c t l y  if he  would appo in t  known moderates ,  Vines  r e f e r r e d  t o  h i s  prev ious  
s t a t emen t s  and d i d  n o t  answer t h e  ques t ion .  

He s a i d  he b e l i e v e s  P r e s i d e n t  Rogers d i d  a good job o f  appo in t ing  women t o  boards  and 
committees. Th i s  y e a r ' s  Committee on Nominations r e p o r t  inc luded  27 women among 136 new 
nominees. 

Vines confirmed t h a t  h i s  church ,  which is among the  denominat ion 's  Larges t ,  does n o t  have 
Woman's Missionary Union o r  B a p t i s t  Men o rgan iza t ions .  

"We have a magnif icent  group of  l a d i e s  who meet every  Tuesday morning t o  move ou t  i n t o  t h e  
community t o  do miss ions  i n  its p u r e s t  form," h e  s a i d .  A group of men a l s o  meets on Tuesday 
n i g h t s ,  he s a i d .  

"In terms o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  no t h a t ' s  n o t  WMU, t h a t ' s  no t  
Brotherhood ," Vines s a i d .  "But i n  terms o f  what t h e  g o a l s  of t hose  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e ,  I would 
say  i t ' s  e x c i t i n g  and i t ' s  an innova t ive  approach t o  reaching  people f o r  Chr i s t . "  

Vines a l s o  was asked how he  could say  Southern B a p t i s t  Cooperat ive Program budget suppor t  
would be a c r i t e r i a  f o r  h i s  a p p o i n t e e s  when h i s  own church g i v e s  only  2.7 pe rcen t  t o  t h e  u n i f i e d  
funding p lan .  

Vines r e p l i e d  t h a t  churches  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  Cooperat ive Program on a voluntary  b a s i s .  
H i s  church ,  which has an annua l  budget  o f  abou t  $8 m i l l i o n ,  h a s  i nc reased  i ts Cooperat ive Program 
g i v i n g  by $50,000 t o  $250,000 for  1988, he s a i d .  

I n  t h e  p a s t  seven  y e a r s ,  s i n c e  Vines h a s  been a t  t h e  J a c k s o n v i l l e  church ,  i ts  Cooperat ive 
Program g i f t s  have inc reased  257 pe rcen t ,  he  s a i d .  

Vines1 pe r sona l  goal as p r e s i d e n t  is t o  con t inue  t o  b e  a s o u l  winner ,  he s a i d ,  adding,  "This 
is what has made Southern Baptists the great denomination they are today. 

--more -- 
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He c a l l e d  on Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  renew t h e i r  commitment t o  llmove o u t  i n t o  t h e  highways and 
hedges o f  t h i s  na t ion"  t o  t e l l  people about  Jesus .  

Vines dec l a r ed  he is n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  by Pau l  P r e s s l e r ,  Pa ige  P a t t e r s o n  o r  anyone else. 
P r e s s l e r  of  Houston and P a t t e r s o n  of Dallas are c r e d i t e d  a s  t h e  leaders of t h e  denominat ion 's  
conse rva t ives .  

"1 have never  been under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  any i n d i v i d u a l .  I do n o t  expec t  at t h i s  p o i n t  i n  
time t o  be  under  t h e  c o n t r o l  OF any person,"  Vines s a i d .  "1 am committed t o  be a v a i l a b l e  and 
open t o  a l l  Southern B a p t i s t s  and n o t  under  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  any." 

He dec l ined  t o  comment on whether  he thought  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  
should be defunded, s ay ing  he d id  n o t  have enough informat ion  t o  make a s ta tement .  

He a l s o  s a i d  he hopes no moderates w i l l  l e a v e  t h e  convention because they f e e l  
d i s en f r anch i sed .  

l11 do n o t  f e e l  any o f  o u r  Southern B a p t i s t  people a r e  d i s en f r anch i sed  a s  long a s  they have 
an oppor tuni ty  t o  v o t e ,  tt he expla ined .  

--3O-- 

S9C d i s c h a r g e s  
Peace Commit t e e  

zap tis t P re s s  
By Dan Martin 6/16/88 

SAN A N T O N I O ,  Texas (RP )--The Southern B a p t i s t  Convention d ischarged  its Peace Committee i n  a 
unanimous vo te  June 14 a f t e r  hea r ing  a b r i e f  r e p o r t  on t h e  work o f  t h e  committee du r ing  the  p a s t  
year .  

Chairman Cha r l e s  F u l l e r ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Roanoke, Va., has headed t h e  22- 
member group du r ing  t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s  s i n c e  i t  was c r e a t e d  du r ing  t h e  1985 annual  meeting i n  Da l l z s  
t o  a t t empt  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  SBC. 

The committee made i t s  f i n a l  r e p o r t  a t  t h e  1987 annual  meeting i n  S t .  Louis ,  bu t  reques ted  
t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  con t inu ing  f o r  "up t o  t h r e e  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  observ ing  t h e  response o f  

I 
all agenc ie s ,  o f f i c e r s ,  and o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  t h e  recornmendations . , . i n  an e f f o r t  Co I 

encourage compliance and f o s t e r  harmonious working r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among a l l  segments o f  o u r  
B a p t i s t  family." 

The r e p o r t  o f  t h e  committee was adopted i n  S t .  Louis  by an e s t ima ted  96 percent  favorable  
vote.  

I n  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  San Antonio, Texas, convention t h i s  summer, F u l l e r  s a i d  t h e  committee 
wished t o  make a ncommendation, an obse rva t ion ,  an e x h o r t a t i o n ,  and a recommendation. 

"The convention au tho r i zed  t h e  Peace Committee t o  have one meeting du r ing  t h e  yea r , "  F u l l e r  
s a i d .  " A t  t h a t  meeting we heard r e p o r t s  from 18 o f  your  agencies .  We f i n d  t h a t  t h e  s emina r i e s  
and o t h e r  agenc i e s  a r e  making good p rog re s s  i n  t h e i r  s e r i o u s  e f f o r t s  t o  implement t h e  eonvention-  
adopted recommendations made by t h e  Peace Committee. 

"We a l s o  urge  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  reaognize  and a f f i r m  t h e  e f f o r t s  t h a t  have been made and 
t h a t  w i l l  con t inue  t o  b e  made." 

I n  t h e  obse rva t ion ,  F u l l e r  s a i d :  

"We dep lo re  t h e  d i v i s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and c o u n t e r  a c t i v i t i e s  by a l l  s i d e s  t h i s  past 
year .  We would observe  t h a t  the  consc ious  d i s r e g a r d  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  recommendations o f  

, the . . . r e p o r t  has c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e s c a l a t i o n  of c o n f l i c t  among us.  

"These v i o l a t i o n s ,  when compared, may be s m a l l e r  o r  greater, b u t  we s e e  them as  widespread 
and some times flagrant. 

--more-- 
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"We cannot  coe rce  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  ab ide  by e f  t h e r  t h e  s p i r i t  o r  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  
convention a c t i o n .  But we should r e a l i z e  we are determining t h e  f u t u r e  o f  ou r  convention by 
i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n  and r eac t ion .  Organized p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  is n o t  going  t o  cease ,  nor 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  decrease ,  u n t i l  i n d i v i d u a l  Southern B a p t i s t s  on a l l  sides t u r n  a deaf e a r  t o  those  
who would have u s  engage i n  d i v i s i v e ,  d e s t r u c t i v e  p o l i t i c s .  

I n  h i s  exhor t a t ion ,  F u l l e r  noted many Southern B a p t i s t s  *have firmly held conv ic t ions  on a l l  
s i d e s  o f  t h e  spectrum t h a t  arc? n o t  going t o  change. However, we as Peace Committee members have 
learned t h a t  we can grow i n  mutual r e s p e c t  and love  even though we cannot  change each o t h e r  i n  
m a t t e r s  of doct r ine ."  

The committee, he said, urges  "all  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  r e s i s t  t h e  tempta t ion  t o  i s o l a t e  
ou r se lves  among those  wi th  whom we agree. We have learned  t h a t  i s o l a t a i o n  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  
a l i e n a t i o n  wi th in  o u r  aonvantion. We encourage cont inued cammunication among thoae who might no t  
ag ree  on every  issue;. 

"Let u s  n o t  abandon a t t empt s  t o  f ind  ways of working toge the r  t o  f u r t h e r  the impact of t h e  
gospel .  " 

F u l l e r  noted t h e  committee "came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  dur ing  a time of turmoi ln  and said i t  made 
four c o n t r i b u t i o n s  du r ing  t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s  it  has  e x i s t e d .  

" F i r s t ,  dur ing  these  y e a r s  of i n t e n s e  conf ron ta t ion ,  we a r e  s t i l l  t o g e t h e r  as a convention;  
a t h e r  denominations have n o t  been s o  fo r tuna te .  

"Second, we  have sought  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  have d iv ided  us. 

"Third, we have served  as a forum o f  d i scuss ion ,  debate and dialogue, i n  o t h e r  words, a 
shock abso rbe r  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t s ,  a l lowing time f o r  t h e  convention t o  a d j u s t  t o  t h e  changes 
which a r e  occu r r ing  among us. 

'We have p u t  i n  place a prooess f o r  making changes c a l l e d  for  by t h e  convention." 

F u l l e r  concluded by saying:  "We b e l i e v e  t h a t  some t h i n g s  needed t o  be co r rec t ed  and t h a t  
t h e  momentum far  such c o r r e c t i o n  is under way. Now we have come t o  a time f o r  hea l ing .  Such 
hea l ing  exceeds t h e  c a p a b l i l i t y  of t h i s  committee t o  e f f e c t .  I t  must become t h e  a~signment fo r  
US all." 

The messengers adopted wi thout  d i scuss ion  o r  d i s s e n t i n g  vo te  F u l l e r 1 s  recommendation t h e  
committee be discharged. He noted t h e  recommendation was unanimous from t h e  committee, 

Following t h e  adopt ion  o f  t h e  r e p o r t ,  Vice Chairman Char les  P i cke r ing ,  an a t t o r n e y  from 
Laure l ,  Miss., t o l d  marsangers h e  had been i n s t r u c t e d  by the committee t o  "request  this 
convention t o  j o i n  t h e  Peaae Committee i n  expres s ing  our  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  and apprec i a t ion  of Dr. 
Char les  F u l l e r  f o r  t h e  extreme f a i r n e s s ,  t h e  g r e a t  p a t i e n c e  and g e n t l e  C h r i s t i a n  s p i r i t  which he  
has demonstrated t h e s e  paat t h r e e  years. 

"His h a s  been a d i f f i c u l t  task. We don ' t  t h ink  anyone aould have done b e t t e r .  He has  
served  Southern B a p t i s t s  w e l l .  We owe him a deb t  of g r a t i t u d e ,  and we expres s  our  h e a r t f e l t  
thanks. it 

Afte r  P ieker ing  made his  s t a t emen t ,  SBC Pres iden t  Adrian P. Rogers o f  Memphis, Tenn., who 
: has been a member OF the  Peace Committee, ealled F u l l e r  back t o  t h e  podium and t o l d  mesaewers  o f  

t h e  "love and r e s p e c t u  he has f o r  h i s  long-time f r i end  Fu l l e r .  

"God bless you; we love you," Rogers t o l d  F u l l e r  before t h e  applauding messengers. 
--30-- 
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Gregory warns a g a i n s t  
'wall of  o r thodoxyt  By Ani ta  Bowden 

p 1 4 '  
SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BP)--southern B a p t i s t s  must n o t  b u i l d  a w a l l  o f  or thodoxy around t h e i r  

convent ion  and i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  t e a r  down t h e  " c a s t l e f f  t h e y  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t ,  a prominent  
Southern  B a p t i s t  p a s t o r  warned June  15 d u r i n g  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convent ion a n n u a l  meet ing i n  
San Antonio,  Texas.  

J o e l  Gregory,  p a s t o r  o f  T r a v i s  Avenue B a p t i s t  Church i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas ,  d e l i v e r e d  a non- 
p a r t i s a n  c o n v e n t i o n  sermon t h a t  condemned p a r t i c i p a n t s  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  SBC s ten-year-old 
t h e o l o g i c a l / p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o v e r s y .  

He t o l d  a b o u t  an u n i n h a b i t a t e d  c a s t l e  i n  I r e l a n d  t h a t  was b e i n g  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  d i smant led  by 
p e a s a n t s  l o o k i n g  f o r  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  The owner d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  h i s  c a s t l e  and 
o r d e r e d  a w a l l  b e  b u i l t  around i t .  When h e  r e t u r n e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r  h e  found t h a t  t h e  c a s t l e  
was gone. The c a r e f u l l y  c u t  s t o n e s  had been used t o  b u i l d  t h e  w a l l .  

Gregory warned messengers  n o t  t o  h e a r  him a s  s p e a k i n g  u n i l a t e r a l l y .  "1 am s p e a k i n g  
b i l a t e r a l l y ,  h e  s a i d .  

"We a r e  a t  a f l a s h p o i n t ,  " h e  added.  Southern  B a p t i s t s  c a n n o t  s u r v i v e  "many more months o f  
p e r s o n a l  a n i m o s i t y  i n  o u r  m i d s t .  l1 

Gregory,  who i n c l u d e d  h i m s e l f  i n  the group  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  b u i l d i n g  a "wal l  of  orthodoxy" 
around t h e  SBC, s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  w a l l  c o u l d  remain ,  al.ong w i t h  t h e  c a s t l e ,  i f  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  
change. 

F i r s t ,  S o u t h e r n  E a p t i s t s  must c o n s e c r a t e  t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  he  s a i d ,  n o t i n g ,  "We must say 
h e r e  (San Antonio)  t h a t  we w i l l  n o t  a l l o w  c o r r u p t  words o u t  o f  o u r  mouths." 

Those who would defend Southern  B a p t i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  have  no j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  u s e  any 
language  t h e y  choose t o  accompl i sh  t h a t  d e f e n s e .  Converse ly ,  t h o s e  who would defend or thodoxy 
a r e  n o t  j u s t i f i e d  t o  use any method a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l ,  he said. 

tfThe end d o e s  n o t  j u s t i f y  t h e  means, w h a t s ~ e v e r , ~ ~  h e  added. 

Gregory asked  messengers ,  W h a t  i s  i t  t h i s  day t h a t  more harms t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  w i t n e s s  
t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ? "  H i s  answer: What Southern  B a p t i s t s  a r e  s a y i n g .  

Second, t h e  w a l l  and c a s t l e  c a n  c o - e x i s t  i f  some a t t i t u d e s  change.  

Gregory p leaded  w i t h  messengers  t o  r i d  themse lves  o f  b i t t e r n e s s .  "A l i f e t i m e  o f  smolder ing  
b i t t e r n e s s  w i l l  p u t  you on t h e  s h e l f "  as f a r  as s e r v i c e  f o r  God is concerned ,  he  said. 

I n s t i t u t i o n s  and c o n c e p t s  a r e  n o t  m a l i c i o u s ,  h e  s a i d .  * l I n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  m a l i c i o u s .  It is a s  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  we must d e a l  w i t h  mal ice ."  And m a l i c e  w i l l  p r e v e n t  p e r s o n s  from s e e i n g ,  h e a r i n g  
o r  f e e l i n g  God, he s t r e s s e d .  

F i n a l l y ,  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  c a n  b u i l d  t h e  w a l l  and p r e s e r v e  t h e  c a s t l e  i f  they  w i l l  i m i t a t e  
God ls d i v i n e  k i n d n e s s .  

He spoke  of  s t r a i n e d  s i t u a t i o n s  between messengers  where a v e r t e d  g l a n c e s ,  l imp handshakes  
and f o r c e d  smiles are commonplace. 

"We l o o k  s u s p i c i o u s l y  t o  see who's t a l k i n g  t o  who a b o u t  what ,"  h e  s a i d .  

Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  must "be k i n d  t o  one a n o t h e r  a g a i n , "  h e  urged. 

He reminded meaaengers t h a t  S c r i p t u r e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  f o r g i v e n e s s  d o  n o t  say, "Forgive one 
a n o t h e r  u n l e s s  you're invo lved  i n  a w o r l d - c l a s s ,  e p i c ,  t h e o l o g i c a l  b a t t l e  -- then y o u ' r e  
excused. " 

People on both sides of the c o n t r o v e r s y  have t o l d  him, "1 have  a l o n g  memory," he s a i d .  

--more-- 
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When C h r i s t i a n s  s t and  before  God on t h e  f i n a l  judgment, t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  they  are going t o  
want t o  h e a r  him say  is ,  "1 have a long  memory, Gregory s a i d .  "You'd b e t t e r  s t a r t  s u f f e r i n g  
from some holy  amnesia before you s t and  i n  h i s  presence." 

Gregory t o l d  about  t h e  an imosi ty  t h a t  b u i l t  between Mart in Luther ,  t h e  German reformer ,  and 
U l r i ch  Zwingli ,  t h e  Swiss reformer.  The i r  disagreement  was ove r  how symbolic o r  how l i t e r a l  t h e  
elements  were i n  t h e  Lord 's Supper. On a l l  o t h e r  e s s e n t i a l  m a t t e r s  o f  f a i t h  they  agreed.  

F i n a l l y  they  met Face t o  f a c e  and Zwingli o f f e r e d  h i s  hand, i n  brotherhood,  t o  Luther .  But 
Luther  refused t o  t a k e  i t .  

"I hold o u t  my hand t o  you, Bro the r  Adrian Rogers, Winfred Moore, J e r r y  Vines,  Richard 
J ackson ln  Gregory sa id .  "We can  b u i l d  t h e  w a l l  and keep t h e  c a s t l e .  Be my brother.'I 

--30-- 

Sepa ra t e  church from world,  
Rogers t e l l s  Southern B a p t i s t s  

F J ~ C O  B ~ R  tis t Press  

BY ~ i m  Newton 61i61as 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BPI--Condemning a b o r t i o n  by demand and suppor t i ng  p raye r  i n  pub l i c  
s choo l s ,  Southern R a p t i s t  Convention P r e s i d e n t  Adrian P, Rogers c a l l e d  f o r  B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  t o  be 
present-day prophets  who preach wi th  i n t e g r i t y  when he  addressed  t h e  SBC annual  meeting June 14 
i n  San Antonio, Texas. 

Rogers, p a s t o r  o f  Bel levue  a a p t i s t  Church i n  Memphis, Tenn., was i n t e r r u p t e d  more than a 
dozen t imes  wi th  sus t a ined  applause  by more t han  32,000-plus B a p t i s t s  i n  Henry B. Gonzalez 
Convention Center .  

While suppor t i ng  t h e  h i s t o r i c  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  church  and s t a t e ,  Rogers urged 
B a p t i s t s  t o  uphold s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  church from t h e  world. The church o f  t h e  Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t  ! 

cannot  and w i l l  n o t  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  any p o l i t i c a l ,  p a r t y , "  he  dec l a r ed .  I n s t e a d ,  B a p t i s t s  must 
be a b l e  t o  c a l l  Democrats, Republicans and independents  t o  repentance .  

Prompting a s t a n d i n g  ova t ion ,  Rogers condemned a b o r t i o n  on demand, d e c l a r i n g  aSor t i on  is 
"wrong, wrong, wrong.n 

S ince  1973, 20 m i l l i o n  b a b i e s  have been a b o r t e d ,  compared t o  only 1.4 m i l l i o n  k i l l e d  a l l  o f  
America's wars, he lamented. V h e  n a t i o n  h a s  been s t a i n e d  and f looded wi th  t h e  blood o f  20 
m i l l i o n  pre-born babies .  . . . They ' r e  k i l l i n g  babies .  

Support ing p raye r  i n  p u b l i c  s choo l s ,  Rogers s a i d  C h r i s t i a n s  have a r i g h t  t o  pray anywhere -- 
i nc lud ing  t h e  school .  To people who argue  that s t u d e n t s  can  pray s i l e n t l y ,  he countered ,  "They 
can do t h a t  i n  a Russian concen t r a t i on  camp, too.  

Rogers a l s o  received a s t and ing  ova t ion  when h e  opposed what h e  c a l l e d  l i b e r a l i s m  i n  B a p t i s t  
s choo l s  and semina r i e s  f i n a n c i a l l y  supported by c o n s e r v a t i v e s  who d i s a g r e e  wi th  such theology. 

"I would n o t  for anyth ing  i n  t h e  world t r y  t o  f o r c e  my b e l i e f s  on someone e l s e ,  b u t  when 
somebody t e l l s  me I must underwr i te  h i s  l i b e r a l i s m  o r  b e  branded a non-Baptis t ,  X ' m  say ing  he  is 
t r y i n g  to  f o r c e  his beliefs on me,w Rogers dec l a r ed  t o  a s t a n d i n g ,  c l app ing  audience.  

He condemned both l i b e r a l i s m  and l ega l i sm t o  b i b l i c a l  P h a r i s e e s  and l i b e r a l i s m  t o  t h e  
Sadducees o f  the New Testament. t f I f m  a s  much a f r a i d  o f  l ega l i sm as I am o f  l i b e r a l i s m , "  Rogers 
s a i d .  

i 

He chided  l i b e r a l  t h e o l o g i a n s  who do n o t  know t h e  "TheosW (God) nor  t h e  wlogosn  (Word o f  
God). "Why should t hey  call themselves theologians?"  he asked. "They're like Grape Nuts, 
n e i t h e r  g r a p e s  n o r  nuts. 

Rogers s a i d  B a p t i s t s  have n o t  on ly  a r i g h t ,  b u t  a fear f 'u l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  see that t hose  
who t each  i n  o u r  theology schoo l s  r e p r e s e n t  o u r  c h e r i s h e d ,  b i b l i c a l  and B a p t i s t  b e l i e f s . "  

--more -- 
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He quoted a t  l e n g t h ,  prompting sus t a ined  app lause ,  t h e  l a t e  J.B. Gambrell, former B a p t i s t  
e d i t o r  and p r e s i d e n t  o f  Mercer Un ive r s i t y ;  and t h e  l a t e  B.H. C a r r o l l ,  p r e s i d e n t  of  Southwestern 
B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary. 

Gambrell,  he s a i d ,  wrote ,  "Men who do  n o t  preach t h e  accepted  d o c t r i n e s  o f  B a p t i s t s  have no 
r i g h t  i n  B a p t i s t  p u l p i t s .  ... When he  (a ~ a p t i s t )  c l a ims  t h e  r i g h t  t o  use  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  -- its 
money, p r e s t i g e  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  -- t o  overthrow t h e  f a i t h  which t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was founded t o  
bu i ld  UP, he p a s s e s  t h e  bounds of  l i b e r t y  and e n t e r s  t h e  realm o f  a r r o g a n t  l i c e n s e .  Common honor 
and decency would d i c t a t e  t h a t  such a man would resign from his p o s i t i o n .  . . . l1 

Quot ing  C a r r o l l ,  Rogers s a i d :  "The more d i v i n e  d o c t r i n e s  a church c a n  ag ree  on, t h e  g r e a t e r  
i ts  power. . . . The modern c r y  of l e s s  c r eed  and more l i b e r t y  is degenera t ion  from v e r t e b r a t e  t o  
j e l l y f i s h .  It means l e s s  u n i t y ,  less m o r a l i t y ,  and i t  means more heresy."  

"Rear t h i s  p l e a  from your  p r e s i d e n t , n  Rogers s a i d :  "Unity i n  d i v e r s i t y  is t h e  B a p t i s t  way, 
and I l i k e  i t ;  b u t  denominat ional  coope ra t ion  through d o c t r i n a l  compromise is n e i t h e r  B a p t i s t  nor  
b i b l i c a l .  lf 

"We must beware o f  people t r y i n g  t o  p u t  u s  i n t o  t h e o l o g i c a l  s t r a i g h t  j a c k e t s ,  b u t  we must 
a l s o  be  c a r e f u l  t h a t  we don ' t  end up wearing no c l o t h e s  a t  a l l . "  

Preaching his p r e s i d e n t ' s  add re s s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  "Sa l ty  S a i n t s  i n  a Sick Socie ty , l l  Rogers 
c a l l e d  f o r  B a p t i s t s  t o  respond t o  t h e  p u r i t y  OF C h r i s t ,  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  C h r i s t  and t h e  v i t a l i t y  
o f  C h r i s t .  

C a l l i n g  on C h r i s t i a n s  t o  be  t h e  s a l t  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  Rogers s a i d  t h a t  i n  many churches ,  "The 
bland a r e  l ead ing  t h e  bland ," He observed t h a t  s a l t  sometimes s t i n g s ,  burns  afid i r r i t a t e s .  " I ' m  
i r r i t a t i n g  some o f  you now wi th  my remarks, b u t  no o f f e n s e ,  no e f fec t . ' '  

He warned t h a t  Southern B a p t i s t s 1  Bold Mission Thrus t  e f f o r t  t o  proclaim t h e  gospe l  t o  every 
person i n  t h e  world by t h e  y e a r  2000 has  become a " t i r e d  slogan.lf A s  ev idence ,  he poin ted  out i t  
t a k e s  40 B a p t i s t s  t o  win and b a p t i z e  one c o n v e r t ,  and t h a t  7,244 B a p t i s t  churches  did not b a p t i z e  
anyone l a s t  yea r .  

Rogers, who was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  SBC i n  1979, and aga in  i n  1986 and 1987, in t roduced  
h i s  fami ly  and ded ica t ed  h i s  r e c e n t  book, "Mastering Your Emotionsn t o  h i s  dad. 

--3o-- 

Jackson c i t e s  s t y l e  
as cont roversy  source  

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
By Ken Camp 6/16/88 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (SP )--A d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  phi losophy o f  l e a d e r s h i p  s t y l e ,  no t  theology,  
is t h e  issue d i v i d i n g  Southern B a p t i s t s ,  de fea t ed  p r e s i d e n t i a l  nominee Richard Jackson s a i d  i n  a 
news conference  June 14 i n  San Antonio, Texas. 

Jackson, p a s t o r  o f  North Phoenix B a p t i s t  Church i n  Phoenix, Ar i z . ,  s a i d  manipulat ion h a s  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  denomination i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  po in t ing  t o  "a smal l  
group t r y i n g  t o  work o u t  a p l an  and s t r a t e g y n  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  cou r se  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention. 

Although h e  s a i d  %ever  i a  a long  time," Jackson i n s i s t e d  h e  would probably n o t  a l l ow  
h imsel f  t o  b e  nominated for  t h e  SBC pres idency  again. 

Jackson emphasized h e  w i l l  con t inue  t o  remain a c t i v e  i n  t h e  convent ion ,  saying, "1 won't go  
away.n However, he  i n a i s t s d  he would not b e  t h e  t i t u l a r  head o f  t h e  moderate camp dur ing  the 
coming yea r :  "I'm n o t  t h e  t i t u l a r  head o f  anyth ing  -- even my church.  You want t o  know my i d e a  
o f  p a s t o r a l  a u t h o r i t y ?  I g a i n  it by being a s e ~ a n t . ~  

Jackson encouraged a l l  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  o f f e r  suppor t  and p raye r  f o r  newly e l e c t e d  
President Jerry Vines, co-pastor of First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla. 

--more-- 
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"Pray t h a t  D r .  V ine s  w i l l  b e  s o  fair  i n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Southern  B a p t i s t s  t h a t  we would r e j o i c e  
t o  r e e l e c t  him by a c c l a m a t i ~ n , ~ ~  h e  s a i d .  

Jackson 's  a d v i c e  t o  t h o s e  who suppo r t ed  him was two-fold: Don't pan i c  and don ' t  g i v e  up on 
t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention. 

, ,Therevs bound t o  b e  somebody b e t t e r  t h a n  me. Hang tough,"  h e  s a i d .  "God was sovere ign  
t h i s  morning when I g o t  up. He'll b e  sove re ign  when I g o  t o  bed t on igh t . "  

Jackson exp re s sed  his hope t h a t  t h e  Pau l  P r e s s l e r  - Pa ige  P a t t e r s o n  c o a l i t i o n  would n o t  
presume t o  speak  for  Vines  o r  p o l i t i c i z e  his p re s idency .  P r e s s l e r ,  a Houston judge,  and 
P a t t e r s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  Criswell Co l l ege  i n  D a l l a s ,  have  been a r c h i t e c t s  o f  t h e  SBC c o n s e r v a t i v e  
resurgence .  

"Let J e r r y  Vines  b e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  conven t i on , "  h e  s a i d .  +'Let him g i v e  l e a d e r s h i p .  

When asked whether  r epu t ed  l i n k s  between t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  wing o f  t h e  convent ion  and t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  R e l i g i o u s  Right  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  groundswel l  o f  g r a s s r o o t s  s u p p o r t ,  he 
expressed doubt .  

"Grass roo ts  people  a r e  o f t e n  quo t ed ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  h e a r  them t a l k i n g  much, h e  s a i d .  

Jackson a f f i r m e d  chu rch - s t a t e  s e p a r a t i o n ,  t h e  p r i e s t h o o d  o f  b e l i e v e r s  and s o u l  l i b e r t y  a s  
be ing  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  B a p t i s t  i d e n t i t y .  

"Being a B a p t i s t  means you don ' t  have t o  check you r  mind a t  t h e  doo r , "  he  s a i d .  -- 30-- 

A l l i a n c e  t o  remain i n  SBC 
d e s p i t e  ' d e v a s t a t i n g  ' l o s s  

Bap tis t P re s s  
By S t a n  Hastey 6/16/88 

SAN A N T O N I O ,  Texas (BPI--Leaders o f  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  A l l i a n c e  have  announced they  are  
determined t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention i n  s p i t e  o f  what one o f  them c a l l e d  t h e  
"devastat ing1 '  loss o f  moderate p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  Richard Jackson  t o  c o n s e r v a t i v e  v i c t o r  
J e r r y  Vines. 

Vines,  co-pas tor  o f  F i r s t  Baptist Church o f  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  Fla. , d e f e a t e d  Jackson ,  p a s t o r  o f  
North Phoenix B a p t i s t  Church i n  Phoenix, Ariz., by 692 v o t e s  o u t  o f  31,291 c a s t  June 14 i n  San 
Antonio,  Texas. 

A t  a news con fe r ence  he ld  moments a f t e r  Vines '  v i c t o r y  was announced t o  messengers  a t  Henry 
B. Gonzalez Convent ion C e n t e r ,  Alan Neely, a c t i n g  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  year-old Southern  
B a p t i s t  A l l i a n c e ,  t o l d  r e p o r t e r s ,  * I f  we canno t  win i n  San Antonio w i t h  a c a n d i d a t e  l i k e  Richard 
Jackson ,  . . . I ' m  n o t  s u r e  we could  win w i th  t h e  Apos t le  Paul." 

Neely, who announced i n  e a r l y  June h e  is l e a v i n g  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  Sou thea s t e rn  B a p t i s t  
Theo log i ca l  Seminary t o  assume a t e a c h i n g  p o s t  a t  P r i n c e t o n  Theo log i ca l  Seminary, s a i d  i n  s p i t e  
o f  t h e i r  d i s s apgo in tmen t  a t  the e l e c t i o n  of a s i x t h  c o n s e c u t i v e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  as SBC p r e s i d e n t ,  
most moderate  Southern  B a p t i s t s  a r e  de te rmined  t o  s t a y .  

"This i s  c h a r a c t e r i s b i c  o f  t h e  k ind  of  s o l i d a r i t y w  i n  t h e  14.7-million-member denominat ion,  
he  s a i d .  

Asked why moderate  Southern  B a p t i s t  l e a d e r s  i n s i s t  on s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  denominat ion a f t e r  
ab so rb ing  one d e f e a t  af ter  a n o t h e r  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  decade ,  Neely quoted a f r i e n d  who t o l d  him, "I 
do n o t  want t o  b u r y  my mother  u n t i l  I ' m  s u r e  s h e  is dead." Most Sou the rn  B a p t i s t s  "are n o t  
w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  up on r e s u s ~ i t a t i o n , ~  he added. 

Reading From a prepared s t a t e m e n t  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  w i th  r e p o r t e r s ,  Neely s a i d :  
"The SBC as we p e r c e i v e  i t  i s  now a fundamental is t -dominated convent ion ,  D i v e r s i t y  is rejected 
and d i shonored .  The conven t i on  is a house divided."  

--more-- 



6/16/88 Page 9 B a p t i s t  P re s s  

Neely c a l l e d  on t h e  48.3 pe rcen t  o f  SBC messengers who voted f o r  Jackson t o  j o i n  t h e  
A l l i ance  "as  a c l e a r  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  fundamentalism, a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  h i e r a r c h i c a l  and r i g h  t-wing 
p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l ~ g y . ~  

The s t a t emen t  cont inued:  ''The Southern B a p t i s t  A l l i ance  w i l l  con t inue  t o  be a symbol o f  
freedom and a home f o r  committed b u t  now c l e a r l y  d i s en f r anch i sed  Southern B a p t i s t s ,  We w i l l  j o in  
o t h e r s  who seek  sanc tua ry  and suppor t  f o r  o u r  che r i shed  B a p t i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  pr ies thood o f  
t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  t h e  autonomy o f  t h e  l o c a l  church ,  t h e  s e r v a n t  r o l e  o f  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e o l o g i c a l  
educa t ion  and n o t  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  t h e  proclamation o f  t h e  good news o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  c a l l i n g  a l l  
of  God's people t o  repentance  and f a i t h ,  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  and hope, s o c i a l  and economic j u s t i c e  and 
t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of a f r e e  church i n  a f r e e  s t a t e . n  

Neely said he expec t s  funds  t o  begin  f lowing i n t o  t h e  A l l i ance  for suppor t  o f  the B a p t i s t  
J o i n t  Committee on Pub l i c  A f f a i r s ,  the Washington-based agency whose budget  s u f f e r e d  an 11 
pe rcen t  c u t  and o f  women p a s t o r s  i n  mission churches  whose s a l a r i e s  are no longe r  supplemented by 
t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board. 

The Al l i ance  also p rov ides  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  f o r  a c h a p t e r  of  t h e  American Assoc ia t ion  o f  
Un ive r s i t y  P r o f e s s o r s  a t  Southeas te rn  Seminary and t o  t h e  independent  moderate newspaper, SBC 
Today . 

"There must be channels  Por t hose  who a r e  l o y a l , "  Neely s a i d ,  adding ,  "We r e s p e c t  t h e  r i g h t  
of  every  B a p t i s t  church t o  dec idew where i t  w i l l  send monies. "Churches a c r o s s  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention a r e  r e a s s e s s i n g  t h e i r  g i f t s  t o  t h e  agenc i e s  of  t h e  convention." 

Jo in ing  Neely was A l l i ance  P r e s i d e n t  John Thomason, p a s t o r  o f  Northminster  B a p t i s t  Church i n  
Jackson,  Miss., who s a i d  h e  f e l t  some encouragement a t  t h e  narrow margin o f  Jackson's  de fea t .  He 
s a i d  t h e  e l e c t i o n  demonstrated h i s  group ndoes n o t  r e p r e s e n t  a f r i n g e  group" bu t  t h e  
"mainstream" o f  Southern B a p t i s t s .  

My recommendation would be t h a t  we hold  t h e  c o u r ~ e , ~  h e  s a i d .  

Because t h e  vo ice  o f  moderates h a s  been muzzled du r ing  a s o l i d  decade o f  conse rva t ive  
v i c t o r i e s ,  Thomason s a i d ,  t h e  A l l i ance  p rov ides  a "p lace  o f  f e l l owsh ip  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t s  who 
f e e l  d i s en f r anch i sed .  lt 

Defending t h e  A l l i ance  'a a l t e r n a t i v e  funding o f  "o rgan iza t ions  and c a u s e s  jeopardized over 
t h e  p a s t  10 y e a r s , "  Thomason s a i d ,  "We have more t o  do than  l o s e  e l e c t i o n s  and l i v e  on t h e  
edge. l' 

The M i s s i s s i p p i  p a s t o r  s a i d  he  is bothered by what he  c a l l e d  an  l ' assass ina t ion  by 
i n p l i c a t i o n l W  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  conse rva t ive  cha rges  of t h e o l o g i c a l  l i b e r a l i s m  i n  Southern B a p t i s t  
seminar ies .  "I do n o t  know a c l a s s i c a l  l i b e r a l "  on any SBC seminary f a c u l t y ,  he s a i d .  

Noting J e s u s  is both  d i v i n e  and human i n  orthodox C h r i s t i a n  t each ing ,  Thomason s a i d  t h e  
Bib le  l i k e w i s e  is both  a d i v i n e  and human book. '*What i s  t r u e  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  C h r i s t  is t r u e  
i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of  t h e  B i b l e  ," he s a i d .  

Concerning t h e  Bible ,  Thomaaon concluded,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  f o r  Southern  B a p t i s t s  i s ,  "Is t h e  
B ib l e  t o  be made i n t o  an  i d o l  o r  not?" 

Lo l l ey  l e a d s  p r o t e s t  
of  SBC r e s o l u t i o n  By Lonnie Wilkey 6/ i6/88 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BPI--Standing i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s i te  where Americans d i ed  f o r  t h e  cause  of 
freedom more t han  150 years ago,  Randall  Lolley l e d  abou t  200 Southern  B a p t i s t s  i n  p r o t e s t i n g  an  
a c t i o n  which he  s a i d ,  ndestroyed a che r i shed  B a p t i s t  p r i n c i p l e .  " .. 

Lol ley  , farmer p res iden t  of Sou theas t e rn  B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary i n  Wake Forest, N .C . , 
and o t h e r s  i n  t h e  rally were upset wi th  a Southern B a p t i s t  Convention r e s o l u t i o n  approved June 15 
which d e a l t  wi th  t h e  p r i e s thood  of  t h e  b e l i e v e r .  

--more-- 
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Tne r e s o l u t i o n  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h e  d o c t r i n e  "can b e  used t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  undermining o f  pas to r31  
a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  l o c a l  church." 

The r e s o l u t i o n  r e so lved  t h a t  "we a f f i r m  t h a t  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  i n  no way g i v e s  l i c e n s e  t o  
mi s r ep re sen t ,  exp la in  away, demythologize, o r  e x t r a p o l a t e  o u t  e lements  o f  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  from 
t h e  B ib l e .  " 

Lol l ey ,  p a s t o r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Rale igh ,  N.C., c a l l e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  t h e  "most non- 
B a p t i s t  document I ' v e  e v e r  seen." 

Lol ley  and a n  e s t ima ted  100 people went t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  h a l l  o f  t h e  convention c e n t e r  
and tu rned  i n  t h e i r  b a l l o t s .  

The group,  l e d  by Lol ley  and his wife, Lu,  t hen  proceeded t o  t h e  Alamo. By the time t h e  
group a r r i v e d ,  the crowd had grown t o  about  200 people. They ga the red  on t h e  grounds o f  t h e  
Alamo, b u t  were t o l d  by guards  they had t o  move, 

Lo l l ey  s a i d  t h e  %her ished  B a p t i s t  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r  h a s  now been 
des t royed  by t h e  ma jo r i t y  opin ion  of  t h e  people r e g i s t e r e d  a s  messengers a t  t h i s  c ~ n v e n t i o n . ~ '  

He c a l l e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  " the  most non -9ap t i s t i c ,  most h e r e t i c a l ,  from t h e  R a p t i s t  f r e e  
church p o i n t  o f  view, statement ever made." 

Lol ley  branded t h e  a c t  "heresyft and wrote t h e  word a c r o s s  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  Others  in t h e  
crowd d i d  t h e  same and joined Lol ley  i n  r i p p i n g  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a s  a s i g n  o f  p r o t e s t .  

Lol ley  asked someone i n  the crowd t o  pray .  The e s sense  o f  t h e  p r a y e r  was: "On this s i t e  
where people fought  f o r  freedom of t h e  democrat ic  p r o c e s s ,  we t e a r  up a  r e s o l u t i o n  which a t t a c k s  
t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  b e l i e v e r s  and s e t s  u s  back before  t h e  t ime o f  Mar t in  Luther." 

A f t e r  t h e  hymn and as  t h e  crowd began t o  d i s p e r s e ,  Lol ley  s a i d :  "This may have been t h e  
best B a p t i s t  meeting of  the week." 

-..30-- 



NATIONAL OFFICE 
SW Execu!iv~ Comrnlttce 

901 commerce ~ 7 5 0  

BAPTIST PRESS th~wi~e ~mrnswtl37203 (815) 241-2355 

N w a  Sowlcn ol Ihe SOUWMI BapW C#rrontbn 
Ahrin C. M o d .  Director 

Madn, News Editor 
Maw Knox. Feature Ed~tor 

BUREAUS 
ATLANTA Jlm Newton. ChM 1350 Spring St, N.W- Allanla, Ga 30367. TeIsvhcme Bf3-#$1 
DALLAS Thomas J. Brennon. Chiel. 51 1 N. Akard. Dallas Texw 75201. T d . p h w  (214) 720-0550 
NASHVILLE (Baptlal Sunday School Board) Lloyd T. HouWWCk, Chkl  127 Ninfh A* N, Na$hville. Tonn 37234, Tdephom Ef5) 251-23CQ 
RICHMOND (Foreign) Robert L Stanley. ChkL 3806 MM-t Ave- Rkhmond. V a  23230, Telephone f8W) 353-0151 
WASHINGTON Stan L. Hasrey. Chief, 200 Maryland Am., N.F W.dringtm D.C. 20002 Tchphmr 12021 5444226 

June 16, 1988 88-95 

Vines, Robinson, 
Hernandez e l e c t e d  

SAN A N T O N I O ,  Texas (BPI--Jerry Vines,  co-pastor o f  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church o f  Jacksonvi l le ,  
Fla.  , was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e s n t  of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention during its 131s t  annual sess ion .  

Vines, seen  as  t he  candida te"  favored by conserva t ives  defeated Richard Jackson, pas to r  of 
North Phoenix B a p t i s t  Church, Phoenix, Ariz.,  by l e s s  than 700 votes. 

O f  t h e  31,291 b a l l o t s  cast, Vines rece ived  15,804 vo te s  (50.53 pe rcen t ) ,  comiared t o  15,112 
(48.32 pe rcen t )  f o r  Jackaon. 

Vines was nominated by Ralph Smith, p a s t o r  of Hyde Park B a p t i s t  Church, Aust in,  Texas, and 
newly e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Pas tors '  Conhrence,  who p r a i s e d  Vines a s  "a 
model i n  evangelism and church growthn who could be "a healern i n  t h e  d iv ided  SBC. 

Jackson was nominated byeGeorge Harris, pastor of Cas t le  ~ 1 1 1 s  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, San 
Antonio, Texas, who lauded t h e  Arizona p a s t o r  as "a l o y a l  Southern B a p t i s t  and a committed 
C h r i s t i a n w  and a s  " the  r i g h t  man f o r  t hese  days and t h i s  hwr ."  

Other nominees who each rece ived  l e s s  than one percent  of t h e  t o t a l  vo te  were James Craig, a 
layman from South Tulsa B a p t i s t  Church, Tulsa ,  Okla., who was nominated by Robert Maples o f  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church, Roswell,  N . M . ,  and Anniece Shorrosh, a full-time evange l i s t  from Old Spanish For t  
B a p t i s t  Church, nea r  Mobile, Ala., who nominated himself .  

D a r r e l l  Robinson, p a s t o r  of Dauphin Way B a p t i s t  Church, Nobile; A h . ,  was e l e c t e d  first v i c e  
p r e s i d e n t ,  r e c e i v i n g  a lmost  60 pe rcen t  of t h e  vote 12,622, in  de fea t ing  James Pleitz, pas to r  o f  
Park Cities B a p t i s t  Church, Da l l a s ,  who rece ived  8,612 votes. 

Rudy Hernandez, p a s t o r  of Metro B a p t i s t  Church, San Antonfo, was e lec t ed  second v i c e  
p r e s i d e n t ,  r ece iv ing  5,399 votes .  -Other  cand ida te s  were Dorothy Sample of F l i n t ,  Hich., former 
presddent  of SBC Woman's Missionary Union 3,336; Robert Witty o f  Tucson, Ariz.,  founder of Luther  
Rice Seminary, 1,402; and E m i l e  Roussea Jr., pas to r  o f  Taylor Bap t i s t  Church, Taylor ,  La., 322. 

Vines blames neo-orthodoxy 
warn P M S  

for c o n v e n t i o n ~ s  problems By Mark Wingfi c t m ~ ~  SBQ:;;:", pre"s 

IIJllk.mrrc 
SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BPI--Neo-orthodoxy, n o t  c l a s s i c a l  l i be ra l i sm,  is t h e  p f  oblem i n  t h e  

Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, J e r r y  Vines i n s i s t e d  i n  a news conference June 14- soon a f t e r  h i s  
e l e c t i o n  as p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  14 -7-million-member denomination, 

Vines, co-pastor  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Jacksonvi l le ,  Fla.,  narrowly defea ted  Richard 
Jackson, p a s t o r  o f  North Phoenix B a p t i s t  Church i n  Phoenix, Ariz., for t h e  No. 1 o f f i c e  i n  t h e  
n a t i o n ' s  l a r g e s t  P r o t e s t a n t  denomination. 

Vines made t h e  s t a t emen t  when asked t o  g i v e  names and addresses  of five l i b e r a l s  i n  
denominational  agencies .  Vines was t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  candida te  o f  a faction within t h e  convention 
t h a t  f o r  t h e  p a s t  n i n e  y e a r s  h a s  crusaded t o  Y.emove a l l eged ly  liberal agency heads and seminary 

' pro fes so r s .  
--more-- 
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I l11f you're t a l k i n g  about c l a s s i c a l ~ l i b e r a l i s m ,  t h a t  is not  t h e  r e a l  theological  i s s u e  i n  our 
denomination," he  sa id .  wYoulre g e t t i n g  c l o s e r  t o  the  matter  when you think i n  terms of  neo- 
orthodoxy. n 

Vines defined the neo-orthodox a3 those who "use our vocabulaq but not  our d i c t 1 0 n a r y . ~  He 
did not  name anyone who is l i b e r a l  o r  neo-orthodox. 

I n  answering another  ques t ion,  Vines s a i d  he does not  expect a l l  Bap t i s t s  t o  l a b e l  
themselves as " i n e r r a n t i s t s ,  t h e  term t h a t  has  been t h e  watchword of Southern Bap t i s t  
conservatives.  Xner ran t i s t s  are those  who be l i eve  the  Bible is withcut e r r o r ,  he added, noting,  
"I do no t  r equ i re  t h a t  o t h e r s  use t h a t  word, though. " 

I Despite shunning l a b e l s ,  Vines reaffirmed h i s  i n t e n t  t o  appoint to  SBC boards and committees 
those who are sympathetic with the  conservat ive  movement. 

"1 w i l l  seek t o  appoint  t h e  very b e s t  Southern B a p t i s t s  I can possibly f ind," he said. *I 
have frankly been pleased wi th  t h e  appo in tmnt  process of  9ur present  pres ident ,  D r .  Rogers." 

Vines s a i d  he w i l l  ab ide  by the  "parameters the  denomination has  overwhelmingly communicated 
they would l i k e , "  r e f e r r i n g  t o  the  conservat ive  trend i n  votes taken i n  SBC meetings i n  t h e  p a s t  
nine years.  

"1 am committed t o  appoint ing those who f a l l  within the  parameters o f  the  Bap t i s t  Fai th  and 
Message Statement concerning Scr ip ture .  I j u s t  could not  look Southern Bapt i s t s  i n  the  face  and I 
appoint  people who be l i eve  t h e r e  a r e  e r r o r s  i n  the  Bible ,"  he said. 

B u t  Vines would n o t  say whether o r  n o t  he would appoint  Jackson t a  a board or committee, 
even though Jackson p ro fesses  t o  be an i n e r r a n t i s t .  

I 
"1 would be glad t o  t ake  a look a t  t h a t  when the  time comes," he repl ied .  

When asked d i r e c t l y  if he would appoint  known moderates, Vines referred t o  his previous 
statements and did  not  answer t h e  question.  

He s a i d  he be l i eves  Pres ident  Rogers d id  a good job of appointing women t o  boards and 
committees. This y e a r ' s  Committee on Nominations repor t  included 21 waren among 136 new 
nominees. 

Vines confirmed t h a t  h i s  church, which is among the denominationf$ largest, does no t  have 
Womanls Missionary Union o r  Bap t i s t  Men organizations.  

"We have a magnificent group of l a d i e s  who meet every Tuesday morning t o  move out  i n t o  the  
community t o  do missions i n  its pures t  form, " he  sa id .  A group of men a l s o  meets on Tuesday 
nights ,  he said. 

"In terms o f  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  o rgan iza t iona l  s t r u c t u r e ,  no tha t ' s  not WHU, that's not 
Brotherhood," Vines sa id .  "But i n  terms o f  what the  goals  o f  t h o w  arganizat ions  a r e ,  I would 
say i t  ls e x c i t i n g  and i t l a  an innovative approach t o  reaching people f o r  Christ." 

Vines a l s o  was asked how he could say Southern Bap t i s t  Cooperative Program budget support 
would be  a c r i t e r i a  f o r  h i s  appointees  when h i s  own church g ives  only 2.7 percent t o  the  un i f i ed  
funding plan.  

I 
Vines r e p l i e d  t h a t  churches p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  Cooperative Program on a voluntary bas is .  

I 
His church,  which has an annual budget of about $8 mil l ion,  has incmased its Cooperative Program 
giving by $50,000 t o  $250,000 for 1988, he sa id .  

I I n  t h e  p a s t  seven yea rs ,  s i n c e  Vines h a s  been a t  the  JacksonvilXe church, i ts  Cooperative 
Program g i f t s  have increased 257 percent ,  he sa id .  

Vines1 personal  goal as pres iden t  is t o  continue t o  b e  a s ul winner, he said, adding, "This 
is what has made Southern B a p t i s t s  t h e  g r e a t  denomination they are today." 
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He c a l l e d  on Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  renew t h e i r  commitment t o  "move o u t  i n t o  the  highways and 
hedges of  t h i s  na t ionn  t o  t e l l  people about Jesus. 

Vines declared he i a  not  con t ro l l ed  by Paul P r e s s l e r ,  Paige Pat terson ar anyone else. 
P r e s s l e r  of  Houston and Pa t t e r son  of Dal las  are c red i t ed  as the  leaders  o f  the  denorninationls 
conservatives.  

"1 have never been under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  any individual .  I do no t  expect a t  t h i s  point  i n  
time t o  be under the  c o n t r o l  of any person," Vines said. "1 am comnitted t o  be avai lable  and 
open t o  a l l  Southern B a p t i s t s  and no t  under t h e  c o n t r o l  of any." 

He decl ined t o  comment on whether he thought the  Bap t i s t  Joint Committee on Public Affa i rs  
should be defunded, saying he d i d  no t  have enough information t o  make a statement. 

He a l s o  s a i d  he hopes no moderates w i l l  l eave  the  convention because they f e e l  
disenfranchised.  

"1 do no t  f e e l  any of  our  Southern Bap t i s t  people are disenfranchised a s  long a s  they have 
an opportunity t o  vote ,"  he explained. 

--30-- 

SBC discharges  
Peace Commit t e e  By Dan Martin 

Bapt is t  Press 
6/16/88 

SAN ANTONIO,  Texas (BPI--The Southern Bap t i s t  Convention discharged its Peace Committee In a 
unanimous vote  June 14 a f t e r  hearing a b r i e f  r epor t  on t h e  work OF the  committee during the  g a s t  
year. 

Chairman Charles F u l l e r ,  pas to r  of  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of  Rosnoke, Va., has headed the  22- 
member group during the  t h r e e  yea r s  s i n c e  i t  was created during the 1985 annual meeting i n  Dallas 
t o  at tempt t o  r eso lve  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  the  SBC. 

The committee made i t s  f i n a l  r e p o r t  a t  the  1987 annual m e t i n g  i n  St. Louis, but requested 
t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of cont inuing f o r  n ~ p  t o  th ree  yea r s  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  observing the  response of 
a l l  agencies ,  o f f i c e r s ,  and o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  t h e  recommendations . . . i n  an e f f o r t  t o  
encourage compliance and f o s t e r  harmonious working r e l a  t ionships  among a l l  segments of our  
Bap t i s t  family .n 

The r e p o r t  o f  the  committee was adopted i n  St .  Louis by an estimated 96 percent favorable 
vote.  

I n  t h e  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  San Antonio, Texas, convention t h i s  sumrper, F u l l e r  sa id  the  committee 
wished t o  make a "commendation, an observation,  an exhortation, and a recotmendation. 

"The convention authorized t h e  Peace Committee t o  have one meeting during the  year," h l l e r  
said. " A t  that meeting we heard r e p o r t s  from 18 of youf agencies. We f ind t h a t  t h e  seminaries 
and o t h e r  agencies  a r e  making good progress  i n  t h e i r  s e r i o u s  e f f o r t s  t o  implewnt the  convention- 
adopted recommendations made by the  Peace Committee. 

"We a l s o  urge Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  recognize and aff i rm the e f f o r t s  t h a t  have been mads and 
t h a t  will cont inue t o  be made." 

I n  t h e  observation,  F u l l e r  sa id :  

"We deplore  t h e  d i v i s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and counter a c t i v i t i e s  by a l l  s i d e s  t h i s  g a s t  
year. We would observe t h a t  t h e  conscious d isregard  of the  political r e c o ~ n d a t i o n s  o f  
the  . . . r e p o r t  has contr ibuted t o  t h e  esca la t ion  of  c o n f l i c t  among us. 

"These v i o l a t i o n s ,  when compared, play be "smaller  o r  g rea te r ,  but we s e e  t h e m a s  widespread 
and sometimes flagrant. 

--more -- 
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"We cannot  c o e r c e  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  abide by e i t h e r  t h e  s p i r i t  o r  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  
convention a c t i o n .  But we should r e a l i z e  we are determining t h e  Future o f  ou r  cmven t ion  by 
i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n  and r e a c t i o n .  Organized p01ltXcal a c t i v i t y  is no t  going t o  cease, nor 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  decrease ,  u n t i l  i n d i v i d u a l  Southern B a p t i s t s  on a l l  s i d e s  t u r n  a deaf ear t o  those  
who would have u s  engage in d i v i s i v e ,  d e s t r u c t i v e  p o l i t i c s .  

I n  h i s  e x h o r t a t i o n ,  F u l l e r  noted many Southern B a p t i s t s  "have f i rmly  he ld  convic t ions  on a l l  
s i d e s  of t h e  spectrum t h a t  are n o t  going  t o  change. However, we as Peace Committee members have 
learned  t h a t  we can grow i n  mutual r e s p e c t  and love even though we cannot  change each o t h e r  i n  
m a t t e r s  of doc t r ine .  " 

The committee, he  sa id ,  u rges  mall Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  r e s i s t  t h e  temptat ion t o  i s o l a t e  
ou r se lves  among those  wi th  whom we agree. We have learned  t h a t  i s o l a t a i o n  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  
a l i e n a t i o n  w i t h i n  o u r  convention.  We encourage oontinued cammunication among those who might n o t  
ag ree  on every  i s s u e .  

"Let u s  n o t  abandon a t t empt s  t o  f ind  ways o f  working toge the r  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  impact o f  the  
gospel .  

F u l l e r  noted t h e  committee "came i n t o  ex i s t ence  dur ing  a time of  turmoilw and said it made 
fou r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  du r ing  t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s  i t  has  ex i s t ed .  

" F i r s t ,  dur ing  these  years o f  i n t e n s e  confronta t ion ,  w are still t o g e t h e r  as a convention;  
o t h e r  denominations have n o t  been s o  for tunate .  

"Second, we have sought  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  have div ided  us. 

V h i r d ,  we have served a s  a forum o f  d iseuas ion ,  debate and d ia logue ,  i n  ot??er words, a 
shock abso rbe r  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t s ,  a l lowing time f o r  t h e  convention t o  a d j u s t  t o  t h e  changes 
which are occur r ing  among us. 

"We have p u t  i n  p l a c e  a process  f o r  making changes c a l l e d  f o r  by L!e convention." 

F u l l e r  concluded by saying:  "We b e l i e v e  t h a t  some th ings  needed t o  be correc ted  and t h a t  
t h e  momentum f o r  such c o r r e c t i o n  is under way. Now we have come t o  a time for heal ing.  Such 
hea l ing  exceeds t h e  c a p a b l i l i t y  of t h i s  committee t o  e f f e c t .  It must become the assignment f o r  
u s  al1.n 

The messengers adopted wi thout  d i scuss ion  or d i s s e n t i n g  vote  F u l l e r ' s  r ecoaenda tkon  t h e  
committee be discharged.  He noted t h e  recoumndat ion  was unanimous from t h e  c d t t e e .  , 

Following t h e  adop t ion  of t h e  r e p o r t ,  Vice Chairman Charles  Pickering,  an  attorney from 
Laure l ,  Miss., t o l d  messengers h e  had been in s t ruc t ed  by t h e  committee t o  "request t h i s  
convention t o  j o i n  t h e  Peace Committee i n  expressing our  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  and apprec i a t ion  of  Dr. 
Char les  Fuller for t h e  extreme f a i r n e s s ,  t h e  great pa t i ence  and g e n t l e  C h r i s t i a n  s p i r i t  which h e  
h a s  demonstrated t h e s e  p a s t  t h r e e  years .n  

" H i s  h a s  been a d i f f i c u l t  t a sk .  We donf t think anyone could have done b e t t e r .  He has  
served Southern B a p t i s t s  we l l .  He owe him a debt  o f  g r a t i t u d e ,  and we express  wrr h e a r t f e l t  
thanks. 

Af ter  P icker ing  made h i s  s t a t emen t ,  SBC R e s i d e n t  Adrian P. Rogers o f  Wmphis, Tenn., who 
: h a s  been a member of the Peace Committee, c a l l e d  Fuller back t o  t h e  podium and told m s s e n g e r s  of 

t h e  "love and r e s p e c t n  h e  has f o r  h i s  long-time *lend Ful le r .  

"God b l e s s  you; we love  you," Rogers t o l d  F u l l e r  before  t h e  applauding messengers. 
--3O-- 
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'wa l l  o f  or thodoxyf 
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' By Anita Bowden 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BPI--Southern B a p t i s t s  must n t bu i ld  a wall of orthodoxy around t h e i r  
convention and i n  t h e  p roces s  t e a r  down t h e  " c a s t l e n  they  are t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t ,  a p ~ o m i n e n t  
Southern B a p t i s t  p a s t o r  warned June 15 du r ing  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention annual  meeting i n  
San Antonio, Texas. 

J o e l  Gregory, p a s t o r  of  T rav i s  Avenue B a p t i s t  Church i n  Fo r t  Worth, Texas, de l ive red  a non- 
p a r t i s a n  convent ion  sermon t h a t  condemned p a r t i c i p a n t s  on both sides o f  t h e  SBC1s ten-year-old 
t h e o l o g i c a l / p o l i t i c a l  cont roversy .  

He t o l d  about  an  un inhab i t a t ed  castle i n  I r e l and  t h a t  was being sys t ema t i ca l ly  dismantled by 
peasan t s  l ook ing  f o r  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  The owner discovered t h e  p l i g h t  o f  h i s  c a s t l e  and 
ordered a w a l l  be  b u i l t  around it. When h e  re turned  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r  he  found t h a t  t h e  c a s t l e  
was gone. The c a r e f u l l y  c u t  s t o n e s  had been used t o  bu i ld  t h e  wall. 

Gregory warned messengers n o t  t o  h e a r  him as speaking u n i l a t e r a l l y .  "1 am speaking 
b i l a t e r a l l y ,  h e  s a i d .  

"We a r e  a t  a f l a s h p ~ i n t , ~  h e  added. Southern B a p t i s t s  cannot  su rv ive  "many more manths of 
pe r sona l  an imosi ty  i n  our mids t .w 

Gregory, who inc luded  h imsel f  i n  t h e  group r e spons ib l e  for bu i ld ing  a wwa21 o f  orthodoxyn 
around t h e  SBC, sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  w a l l  could  remain, a long  with t h e  c a s t l e ,  i f  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  
change. 

* F i r s t ,  Southern B a p t i s t s  must c o n s e c r a t e  t h e i r  conversa t ions ,  he s a i d ,  no t ing ,  "We must say 
h e r e  (San Antonio) t h a t  we w i l l  n o t  a l l ow  c o r r u p t  words o u t  of o u r  mouths." 

Those who would defend Southern B a p t i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  have no j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  use any 
language they  choose t o  accomplish t h a t  defense.  Conversely, those who would defend orthodoxy 
a r e  n o t  j u s t i f i e d  t o  use any method a t  t h e i r  d i sposa l ,  he sa id .  

"The end does  n o t  j u s t i f y  t h e  means, w h a t s o e ~ e r , ~  h e  added. 

Gregory asked messengers, "What is i t  t h i s  day t h a t  more harms t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  w i tnes s  
than  any th ing  e l s e?"  H i s  answer: What Southern B a p t i s t s  a r e  saying. 

Second, t h e  w a l l  and c a s t l e  can  co -ex i s t  i f  some a t t i t u d e s  change. 

Gregory pleaded wi th  messengers t o  r i d  themselves of b i t t e r n e s s .  "A l i f e t i m e  o f  smoldering . 
b i t t e r n e s s  w i l l  p u t  you an t h e  s h e l f n  as far a3 s e r v i c e  for God is concerned, he said. 

I n s t i t u t i o n s  and concep t s  a r e  n o t  mal ic ious ,  he said. " Indiv iduals  a r e  malicious.  It is a s  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  we must d e a l  w i t h  malice." And malice w i l l  p revent  persons  from see ing ,  hear ing  
o r  f e e l i n g  God, ha stressed. . 

F i n a l l y ,  Southern  B a p t i s t s  can b u i l d  t h e  wall and preserve  t h e  c a s t l e  i f  they w i l l  i m i t a t e  * 

God's d i v i n e  kindness.  

He spoke o f  s t r a i n e d  s i t u a t i o n s  between messengers where ave r t ed  g lances ,  limp handshakes 
and forced  s m i l e s  are commonplace. 

"We look s u s p i c i o u s l y  t o  see whof s t a l k i n g  t o  who about  what," h e  said. 

Southern B a p t i s t s  must "be kind t o  one ano the r  again,"  h e  urged. 

He reminded messengers t h a t  S c r i p t u r e  r e f e r ences  t o  forg iveness  do  n o t  say ,  "Forgive one 
a n o t h e r  u n l e s s  you ' re  involved i n  a world-class ,  e p i c ,  t heo log ica l  b a t t l e  -- t hen  you're 
excused. l1 

People on bo th  s i d e s  o f  t h e  con t rove r sy  have t o l d  him, "1 b a r e  a long mmory , h e  said. 

--more-- 
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h%en C h r i s t i a n s  s t and  before  God on t h e ' f i n a l  judgment, t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  they a r e  going t o  
want t o  h e a r  him say  is, "1 have a lorkg memory," Gregory sa id .  "You'd b e t t e r  s t a r t  s u f f e r i n g  
from some holy  amnesia be fo re  you s t and  i n  his presence." 

Gregory t o l d  abou t  t h e  an imosi ty  t h a t  b u i l t  between Mart in Luther ,  t h e  German reformer ,  and 
Ul r i ch  Zwingli ,  t h e  Swiss reformer.  The i r  disagreement  was ove r  how symbolic or  how l i t e r a l  t h e  
elements  were i n  t h e  Lord 's  Supper. On a l l  o t h e r  e s s e n t i a l  m a t t e r s  o f  f a i t h  they  agreed .  

F i n a l l y  they  met f a c e  t o  f ace  and Zwingli o f f e r e d  h i s  hand, i n  brotherhood,  t o  Luther.  But 
Luther  r en t sed  t o  t a k e  i t .  

"I hold o u t  my hand t o  you, Bro the r  Adrian Rogers, Winfred Moore, J e r r y  Vines,  Richard 
J a ~ k s o n , ~ ~  Gregory s a i d .  "We can  b u i l d  t h e  wa l l  and keep t h e  c a s t l e .  Be my b ro the r , "  

--3O-- 

Separa te  church from world,  
Rogers t e l l s  Southern B a p t i s t s  By J i m  Newton 

Bap tis t Pres s  
6/16/88 

S A N  A N T O N I O ,  Texas (BPI--condemning a b o r t i o n  by demand and suppor t i ng  p raye r  i n  pub l i c  
s choo l s ,  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention P r e s i d e n t  Adrian P. Rogers c a l l e d  f o r  B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  t o  be 
present-day prophets  who preach wi th  i n t e g r i t y  when he addressed  t h e  SBC annual  meeting June 1 4  
i n  San Antonio, Texas. 

Rogers, p a s t o r  of  Bel levue  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Memphis, Tenn., was i n t e r r u p t e d  more than  a 
dozen t imes  wi th  sus t a ined  applause  by more t han  32,000-plus B a p t i s t s  i n  Eenry B. Gonzalez 
Convention Center .  

m i l e  suppor t i ng  t h e  h i s t o r i c  p r i n c i p l e  of s e p a r a t i o n  o f  church and s t a t e ,  Flogers urged 
B a p t i s t s  t o  uphold s e p a r a t i o n  of  t h e  church from t h e  world. The church o f  t h e  Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t  
cannot  and w i l l  n o t  be  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  any p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y , "  be dec l a r ed .  I n s t e a d ,  B a p t i s t s  must 
be ab l e  t o  c a l l  Democrats, Republicans and independents  t o  repentance.  

Prompting a s t a n d i n g  ova t ion ,  Rogers condemned a b o r t i o n  on demand, d e c l a r i n g  a S o r t i o n  is 
"wrong, wrong, wrong." 

S ince  1973, 20 m i l l i o n  b a b i e s  have been a b o r t e d ,  compared t o  only 1.4 m i l l i o n  k i l l e d  a l l  o f  
America's wars ,  he lamented. "The n a t i o n  h a s  been s t a i n e d  and f looded wi th  the  blood o f  20 
m i l l i o n  pre-born bab ie s .  . . . They 're k i l l i n g  babies ."  

Support ing p r a y e r  i n  p u b l i c  s choo l s ,  Rogers s a i d  Christians have a r i g h t  t o  pray anywhere -- 
i nc lud ing  t h e  school .  To people who argue  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  can pray s i l e n t l y ,  he countered ,  "They 
can do t h a t  i n  a Russian concen t r a t i on  camp, too.  " 

Rogers a l s o  r ece ived  a s t a n d i n g  ova t ion  when he opposed what he  c a l l e d  l i b e r a l i s m  i n  B a p t i s t  
s choo l s  and semina r i e s  f i n a n c i a l l y  supported by c o n s e r v a t i v e s  who d i s a g r e e  wi th  such theology. 

I 
"I would n o t  for  anyth ing  I n  t h e  world t r y  t o  f o r c e  my b e l i e f s  on someone e l s e ,  bu t  when 

somebody t e l l s  me 1 must underwr i te  h i s  l i b e r a l i s m  o r  b e  branded a non-Baptis t ,  I'm say ing  he  is 
t r y i n g  t o  f o r c e  h i s  b e l i e f s  on me," Rogers dec l a r ed  t o  a s t and ing ,  c l app ing  audience.  

He condemned both l i b e r a l i s m  and l ega l i sm t o  b i b l i c a l  Pha r i s ee s  a n d ' l i b e r a l i s m  t o  t h e  
Sadducees of the New Testament. "I'm as much afraid o f  l ega l i sm a s  I am o f  l i b e r a l i s m l w  Rogers 
s a i d .  

He chided  l i b e r a l  t h e o l o g i a n s  who do  n o t  know t h e  wTheosn (God) nor  t h e  n logosn  (Word of 
God). "Why should t hey  c a l l  themselves theologians?*  he asked. "They're like Grape Nuts, 
n e i t h e r  g r a p e s  no r  nu t s .  

Rogers s a i d  B a p t i s t 8  have n o t  on ly  a r i g h t ,  b u t  a fearful responsibil.lty t o  see that those 
who t e ach  i n  o u r  theology schoo l s  r e p r e s e n t  o u r  che r i shed ,  b i b l i c a l  and B a p t i s t  b e l i e f s  ." 

-*.more -- 
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He quoted at l e n g t h ,  prompting s u s t a i n e d  app lause ,  t h e  Late J.9. Gambrell, former B a p t i s t  
e d i t o r  and p r e s i d e n t  o f  Mercer Un ive r s i t y ;  and t h e  l a t e  B.H. C a r r o l l ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  Southwestern 
B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary. 

Gambrell, he s a i d ,  wrote ,  "Men who do  n o t  preach t h e  accepted  d o c t r i n e s  of B a p t i s t s  have no 
r i g h t  i n  B a p t i s t  p u l p i t s .  ... When he  ( a  ~ a ~ t i s t )  c l a ims  t h e  r i g h t  t o  use  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  -- i t s  
money, P r e s t i g e  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  -- t o  overthrow t h e  faith which t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was Founded t o  
b u i l d  Up, he  p a s s e s  t h e  bounds of l i b e r t y  and e n t e r s  t h e  realm o f  a r r o g a n t  l i c e n s e .  Common honor 
and decency would d i c t a t e  t h a t  such a man would r e s i g n  from h i s  p o s i t i o n .  .. ." 

Quoting C a r r o l l ,  Rogers s a i d :  "The more d i v i n e  d o c t r i n e s  a church c a n  a g r e e  on,  t h e  g r e a t e r  
i t s  power. . . . The modern c r y  o f  l e s s  c r eed  and more l i b e r t y  is degene ra t ion  from v e r t e b r a t e  t o  
j e l l y f i s h .  It means less u n i t y ,  less m o r a l i t y ,  and it means more h e r e ~ y . ~  

"Hear t h i s  p l e a  from your  p r e s i d e n t , "  Rogers s a i d :  "Unity i n  d i v e r s i t y  is t h e  B a p t i s t  way, 
and f like i t ;  b u t  denominat ional  coope ra t ion  through d o c t r i n a l  compromise is n e i t h e r  B a p t i s t  nor  
b i b l i c a l .  l1 

'*We must beware of people t r y i n g  to  p u t  u s  i n t o  t h e o l o g i c a l  s t r a i g h t  j a c k e t s ,  bu t  we must 
a l s o  be  c a r e f u l  t h a t  we don ' t  end up wearing no c l o t h e s  a t  aZ1.ll 

Preaching h i s  p r e s i d e n t  la  add re s s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  'Salty S a i n t s  i n  a Sick Socie ty , '  Rogers 
c a l l e d  f o r  B a p t i s t s  t o  respond t o  t h e  p u r i t y  of C h r i s t ,  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  C h r i s t  and t h e  v i t a l i t y  
o f  C h r i s t .  

C a l l i n g  on C h r i s t i a n s  t o  be  t h e  s a l t  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  Rogers s a i d  t h a t  i n  many churches,  "The 
bland are l e a d i n g  t h e  bland." He observed t h a t  s a l t  sometimes s t i n g s ,  burns  and i r r i t a t e s .  t l I ' m  
i r r i t a t i n g  some of you now wi th  my remarks, b u t  no o f f ense ,  no e f f e c t . "  

He warned t h a t  Southern B a p t i s t s 1  Bold Mission Thrus t  e f f o r t  t o  proc la im t h e  gospe l  t o  every 
person i n  t h e  world by t h e  y e a r  2000 has  become a ' t i r e d  s logan, l l  As evidance ,  he poin ted  o u t  i t  
t a k e s  40 B a p t i s t s  t o  win and b a p t i z e  one c o n v e r t ,  and t h a t  7,244 B a p t i s t  churches  d id  n o t  b a p t i z e  
any one l a s t  yea r .  

Rogers, who was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  SBC i n  1979, and aga in  i n  1986 and 1987, in t roduced  
h i s  family and ded ica t ed  h i s  r e c e n t  book, "Mastering Your Emotions1' t o  h i s  dad. 
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Jackson c i t e s  s t y l e  
as cont roversy  sou rce  By Ken Camp 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
6/16/88 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BP )--A d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  phi losophy o f  l e a d e r s h i p  s t y l e ,  n o t  theology,  
is t h e  i s s u e  d i v i d i n g  Southern  B a p t i s t s ,  de fea t ed  p r e s i d e n t i a l  nominee Richard Jackson s a i d  i n  a 
news conference  June 14 i n  San Antonio, Texas. 

Jackson, p a s t o r  of  North Phoenix B a p t i s t  Church i n  Phoenix, Ar iz .  , s a i d  manipulat ion h a s  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  denomination i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  po in t ing  t o  "a smal l  
group t r y i n g  t o  work o u t  a p l an  and s t r a t e g y w  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  cou r se  of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention. 

Although he  s a i d  %ever  i s  a long  time," Jackson i n s i s t e d  he  would probably no t  a l low 
h imsel f  t o  be nominated for t h e  SBC pres idency  aga in .  

Jackson emphasized he w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  remain a c t i v e  i n  t h e  convent ion ,  say ing ,  "1 won't g o  
away." However, he insisted he  would n o t  be  t h e  t i t u l a r  head of t h e  moderate camp du r ing  t h e  
coming year :  " I t m  n o t  t h e  t i t u l a r  head of any th ing  -- even my church. You want t o  know my i d e a  
of p a s t o r a l  a u t h o r i t y ?  I g a i n  it  by being a s e ~ a n t . ~  

Jackson encouraged all Southern  B a p t i s t s  t o  o f f e r  suppor t  and p r a y e r  for  newly e l e c t e d  
P re s iden t  J e r r y  Vines, 00-pastor of First Bap tls t Church, J acksonv i l l e ,  F l a  . 

-mare-- 
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"Pray t h a t  Dr. V ines  w i l l  be  so  f a i r  i n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Southern  B a p t i s t s  t h a t  we would r e j o i c e  
t o  r e e l e c t  him by acclamation, ' '  h e  said. 

J ackson ' s  a d v i c e  t o  t h o s e  who suppo r t ed  him was two-fold: Don't pan i c  and don ' t  g i v e  up on 
t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. 

nThere t s  bound t o  be somebody b e t t e r  t h a n  me. Hang tough,"  h e  s a i d .  *God was sove re ign  
t h i s  morning when I g o t  up. He'll b e  s o v e r e i g n  when I go t o  bed t on igh t . "  

Jackson expressed  h i s  hope t h a t  t h e  Pau l  P r e s s l e r  - Pa ige  P a t t e r s o n  c o a l i t i o n  would n o t  
presume t o  speak f o r  Vines  o r  p o l i t i c i z e  h i s  p r e s idency .  P r e s s l s r ,  a Houston judge,  and 
P a t t e r s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  of  C r i s w e l l  Co l l ege  i n  D a l l a s ,  have been a r c h i t e c t s  of t h e  SBC c o n s e r v a t i v e  
resurgence .  

"Let J e r r y  Vines  be  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  convent ion ,"  h e  s a i d .  "Let him g i v e  leadersh ip . l l  

When asked  whether  r epu t ed  Links  between t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  wing o f  the  convent ion  and t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  R e l i g i o u s  Right  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  groundswel l  o f  g r a s s r o o t s  s u p p o r t ,  he  
expressed  doubt .  

"Grass roo ts  people  a r e  o f t e n  quo t ed ,  b u t  I don'  t h e a r  them t a l k i n g  rnuchlW h e  s a i d .  

Jackson a f f i r m e d  chu rch - s t a t e  s e p a r a t i o n ,  t h e  p r i e s t hood  o f  b e l i e v e r s  and s o u l  l i b e r t y  a s  
be ing  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  B a p t i s t  i d e n t i t y .  

"Being a B a p t i s t  means you d o n ' t  have t o  check you r  mind a t  t h e  doo r , "  he  s a i d .  
--30-- 

A l l i a n c e  t o  remain i n  SBC 
d e s p i t e  ' d e v a s t a t i n g '  l o s s  By S t a n  Hastey 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
6/16/88 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BP )--Leaders of the Southern  B a p t i s t  A l l i a n c e  have  announced t hey  a r e  
determined t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention i n  s p i t e  o f  what one o f  them c a l l e d  t h e  
"devastat ing ' l  l o s s  o f  moderate p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  Richard Jackson  t o  c o n s e r v a t i v e  v i c t o r  
J e r r y  Vines. 

Vines,  co-pas tor  o f  First B a p t i s t  Church of J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l a . ,  d e f e a t e d  Jackson ,  p a s t o r  of 
North Phoenix B a p t i s t  Church i n  Phoenix, Ar i z . ,  by 692 v o t e s  o u t  o f  31,291 c a s t  June 14 i n  San 
Antonio,  Texas. 

A t  a news con fe r ence  h e l d  moments a f t e r  Vines '  v i c t o r y  was announced t o  messengers  a t  Henry 
B. Gonzalez Convention Cen t e r ,  Alan Neely, a c t i n g  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  year-old Southern  
B a p t i s t  A l l i a n c e ,  t o l d  r e p o r t e r s ,  "If we canno t  win i n  San Antonio w i t h  a c a n d i d a t e  l i k e  Richard 
Jackson,  ... f l m  n o t  sure we could  win w i th  t h e  Apos t le  Paul.lt 

Neely , who announced i n  e a r l y  June he  is l e a v i n g  t h e  f a c u l t y  of  S o u t h e a s t e r n  Bap t is t 
Theo log i ca l  Seminary t o  assume a t e a c h i n g  p o s t  a t  P r ince ton  Theo log i ca l  Seminary, s a i d  i n  s p i t e  
o f  t h e i r  d i s s appo in tmen t  a t  ' t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a s i x t h  c o n s e c u t i v e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a s  SBC p r e s i d e n t ,  
most moderate Southern  B a p t i s t s  a r e  de te rmined  t o  s t a y ,  

"This is c h a r a c t e r i s b i c  of t h e  k ind  of s o l i d a r i t y n  i n  t h e  14.7-million-member denominat ion,  
he s a i d .  

Asked why moderate  Southern B a p t i s t  l e a d e r s  i n s i s t  on s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  denominat ion a f t e r  
ab so rb ing  one d e f e a t  a f te r  a n o t h e r  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  decade ,  Neely quoted  a f r i e n d  who t o l d  him, "1 
do  n o t  want t o  bury  my mother  u n t i l  I ' m  s u r e  s h e  is dead." Moat Sou the rn  B a p t i s t s  " a r e  n o t  
w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  up on r e a u ~ c i t a t i o n , ~  h e  added. 

Reading Prom a prepared  s t a t e m e n t  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  w i t h  r e p o r t e r s ,  Neely s a i d :  
"The SBC as we p e r c e i v e  it  is  now a fundamental is t -dominated convent ion .  D i v e r s i t y  is r e j e c t e d  
and dishonored.  The oonvent ion  is a house d l ~ . i d e d . ~  

--more-- 
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Neely c a l l e d  on t h e  48.3 pe rcen t  o f '  SBC messengers who voted f o r  Jackson t o  j o i n  t h e  
A l l i ance  "as a c l e a r  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  fundamentalism, a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  h i e r a r c h i c a l  and right-wing 
p o l i t i c a l  ideology.  tt 

The s t a t emen t  cont inued:  "The Southern B a p t i s t  A l l i a n c e  w i l l  con t inue  t o  be  a symbol o f  
freedom and a home f o r  committed b u t  now c l e a r l y  d i s en f r anch i sed  Southern B a p t i s t s .  We w i l l  j o in  
o t h e r s  who seek  sanc tua ry  and suppor t  f o r  o u r  che r i shed  B a p t i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  pr ies thood of  
t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  t h e  autonomy o f  t h e  l o c a l  church ,  t h e  s e r v a n t  r o l e  o f  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e o l o g i c a l  
educa t ion  and n o t  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  t h e  proclamation o f  t h e  good news o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  c a l l i n g  a l l  
o f  God's people t o  repentance  and f a i t h ,  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  and hope, s o c i a l  and economic j u s t i c e  and 
t o  the p r i n c i p l e  o f  a f r e e  church i n  a f r e e  state." 

Neely s a i d  he  expec t s  funds  t o  begin  f lowing i n t o  t h e  A l l i ance  f o r  suppor t  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  
J o i n t  Committee on Pub l i c  Affairs, t h e  Washington-based agency whose budget s u f f e r e d  an 11 
pe rcen t  c u t  and o f  women p a s t o r s  i n  miss ion  churches  whose s a l a r i e s  a r e  no longe r  supplemented by 
t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board. 

The A l l i a n c e  a l s o  p rov ides  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  f o r  a c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  American Assoc ia t ion  o f  
Un ive r s i t y  P r o f e s s o r s  a t  Sou theas t e rn  Seminary and t o  t h e  independent  moderate newspaper, SBC 
Today . 

"There must be channels  f o r  t h o s e  who are l o y a l ,  Neely s a i d ,  adding ,  "We r e s p e c t  t h e  r i g h t  
o f  every  B a p t i s t  church  t o  dec iden  where it w i l l  send monies. "Churches a c r o s s  t h e  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Convention a r e  r e a s s e s s i n g  t h e i r  gifts t o  t h e  agenc i e s  o f  t h e  convention,"  

Jo in ing  Neely was A l l i ance  P r e s i d e n t  John Thomason, p a s t o r  o f  Northminster  B a p t i s t  Church i n  
Jackson,  Miss., who s a i d  he  f e l t  some encouragement a t  t h e  narrow margin o f  Jackson's  d e f e a t .  He 
s a i d  t h e  e l e c t i o n  demonstrated h i s  group ndoes n o t  r e p r e s e n t  a f r i n g e  groupw b u t  t h e  
"mainstreamw o f  Southern B a p t i s t s .  

My recommendation would be t h a t  we hold t h e  cou r se ,  he  s a i d .  

Because t h e  vo ice  o f  moderates  h a s  been muzzled du r ing  a s o l i d  decade o f  conse rva t ive  
v i c t o r i e s ,  Thomason s a i d ,  t h e  A l l i ance  p rov ides  a "p lace  o f  fe l lowship  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t s  who 
feel d i sen f r anch i sed .  l1 

Defending t h e  A l l i a n c e ' s  a l t e r n a t i v e  funding of worgan iza t iona  and causes  jeopardized ove r  
t h e  p a s t  10 y e a r s , n  Thomason s a i d ,  llWe have more t o  do than  l o s e  e l e c t i o n s  and l i v e  on t h e  
edge. " 

The M i s s i s s i p p i  p a s t o r  s a i d  he is bothered  by what he  c a l l e d  an  n a s s a s s i n a t i o n  by 
i m p l i c a t i ~ n , ~  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  conse rva t ive  cha rges  o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  l i b e r a l i s m  i n  Southern B a p t i s t  
seminar ies .  "1 do n o t  know a c l a s s i c a l  l i b e r a l w  on any SBC seminary f a c u l t y ,  he s a i d .  

I 
! 

Noting J e s u s  is both  d i v i n e  and human i n  orthodox C h r i s t i a n  t each ing ,  Thomason s a i d  t h e  
B ib l e  l i kewise  is bo th  a d iv ine  and human book. "What is  t r u e  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  C h r i s t  is t r u e  
i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  B i b l e , n  he  s a i d .  

Concerning t h e  B i b l e ,  Thomason concluded,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t s  I s ,  "1s t h e  
B ib l e  t o  be made i n t o  a n  i d o l  o r  not?" 

Lo l l ey  leads p r o t e s t  
o f  SBC r e s o l u t i o n  By Lonnie Wilkey 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
6/16/88 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BPI--Standing i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s i t e  where Americans d i ed  f o r  t h e  cause  o f  
freedom more t han  150 y e a r s  ago,  Randal l  Lol ley  led abou t  200 Southern  B a p t i s t s  i n  p r o t e s t i n g  an  
a c t i o n  which h e  s a i d ,  ndes t royed  a che r i shed  B a p t i s t  p r i n c i p l e .  

Lo l l ey ,  former p r e s i d e n t  of  Sou theas t e rn  B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  Wake F o r e s t ,  N.C., 
and o t h e r s  i n  t h e  rally were upset  with a Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention r e s o l u t i o n  approved June 15 
which d e a l t  w i th  t h e  p r i e s thood  of t h e  b e l i e v e r .  



6/16/88 Page 10 B a p t i s t  Press 

'Pne r e s o l u t i o n  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h e  d o c t r i n e  "can be used t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  undermining o f  p a s t o r a l  
a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  l o c a l  church.t1 

The r e s o l u t i o n  r e so lved  t h a t  "we a f f i rm  t h a t  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  i n  no way g i v e s  l i c e n s e  t o  
mi s r ep re sen t ,  e x p l a i n  away, demythologize, or e x t r a p o l a t e  o u t  e lements  o f  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  from 
t h e  Bible.It 

Lo l l ey ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Rale igh ,  N.C., c a l l e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  t h e  "most non- 
B a p t i s t  document I 've  e v e r  seen." e 

Lo l ley  and an  es t imated  100 people .went' 40 t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  h a l l  o f  t h e  convention c e n t e r  
and turned  i n  t h e i r  b a l l o t s .  

The group,  l e d  by Lol ley  and his wife ,  Lu, t hen  proceeded t o  t h e  Alamo. By the t ime t h e  
group a r r i v e d ,  t h e  crowd had grown t o  abou t  200 people. They ga the red  on t h e  grounds o f  t h e  
Alamo, but  were t o l d  by gua rds  they  had t o  move. 

Lol ley  said t h e  "cherished B a p t i s t  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  p r i e s thood  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r  h a s  now been 
des t royed  by t h e  ma jo r i t y  op in ion  o f  t h e  people r e g i s t e r e d  a s  messengers a t  this c o n v e n t i ~ n . ~  

He c a l l e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  " the  most non -gap t i s t i c ,  most h e r e t i c a l ,  from t h e  R a p t i a t  f r e e  
church p o i n t  o f  view, s t a t emen t  e v e r  made. " 

Lol lsy  branded t h e  a c t  "heresy" and wrote  t h e  word a c r o s s  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  Others  i n  t h e  
crowd d i d  t h e  same and joined Lolley i n  r i p p i n g  the r e s o l u t i o n  a s  a s i g n  o f  p r o t e s t .  

Lol ley  asked someone i n  t h e  crowd t o  pray.  The e s sense  o f  t h e  p r a y e r  was: "On t h i s  s i t e  
where people fought  f o r  freedom of t h e  democrat ic  p roces s ,  we t e a r  up a r e s o l u t i o n  which attacks 
t h e  pr ies thood o f  b e l i e v e r s  and s e t s  u s  back before  t h e  time o f  Mar t in  Luther ."  

Af t e r  t h e  hymn and a s  t h e  crowd began t o  d i s p e r s e ,  Lol ley  said: "This may have been t h e  
b e s t  B a p t i s t  meeting o f  t h e  week." 

--3O-- 
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