
NATIONAL OFFlCi 

- - BAPTIST PRESS 
SBC Execubve Commme 

W l  Commerce r75 
Nashvllte, Tennessee 372C 

(613 244-235 

Now $gi.nlcr of thm SouLm Baptlmt Convmntlon 
4Ivivin C. Shacklelard. Otrectc 

Dan Martin, News Edtrc 
Marv Knox. Feature Edltc 

BUREAUS 
A t u N t A  Jlm Newran Chrel. 1350 Spring St- N.W., Atlanta, Ga. 30367. T # l e ~ h ~ f l ~  (404) 873-4041 
DALLAS T h o m  J. &snrSwr, Chrd, 511 N. Akrrd. Dallu. Texas 75201. Telephone (211) 720-0550 
NA$HvtLLE (Bamt S- *hgol Borrd) Uoyd T. Hwaoholder. Chief, 127 NinIh Awe. N.. Neshvrlle. fenn. 37234. Telephone (6151 251.2300 
RICHMOND (FoWip) L. Srm4y. Chkt. 3U06 Monument Ave.. Richmond, Va. 23236, Telephone 18041 353-0151 
WASHIHOTON Stan L. HasMy. Chid, Mawnd Am,  N.E. Washington. D.C. m 2 .  telrphone 12021 444-4228 

June 3,  1988 
n 

88-91 

Cooperat ive Program 
t o p s  i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  

NASHVILLE (BPI --The Cooperat ive Prwram,  Southern  B a p t i s t s  ' combined minis t r y  budget , has 
topped t h e  U.S. in f l . a t ion  rate f o r  t h e  second time t h i s  fiscal yea r .  

May r e c e i p t s  f a r  t h e  conventionwide program w e r e  $11,953,8 12, announced E a r o l d  C. Bennett, 
p r e s i d e n t  and t r e a s u r e r  of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Execut ive  Committee. 

That amount r e p r e s e n t 8  an  i n c r e a s e  of  about $1.8 m i l l i o n  over  May of 1987, for a monthly 
ga in  of 17.31 pe rcen t ,  Bennet t  s a i d .  

The Cooperat ive  program*^ year- to-date t o t a l  a t  t h e  end o f  e i g h t  months o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  
f i s c a l  y e a r  is $89,997,158, he noted.  That  is an i n c r e a s e  o f  more than  $3.7 m i l l i o n ,  or  4.33 
pe rcen t ,  over  the same per iod  las t  year. 

The c u r r e n t  U.S. i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  is 3.9 percent .  

The only o t h e r  time the Coopera t ive  Program has su rpas sed  t h e  i n f l a t i o n  rate t h i s  f i sca l  
y e a r  w a s  i n  January,  when it r ece ived  a record  $15.5 mi l l i on .  The $11.95 m i l l i o n  r e c e i p t s  for  
May makes t h a t  month the  four th-bes t  i n  s i x  decades of Cooperat ive Program his tory.  

"Surpr i se  is a p rope r  word a t  t h i s  p o i n t n  t o  d e s c r i b e  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  May t o t a l ,  Bennet t  
. said. 

He conducted a year- to-date s tudy  of t h e  Coopera t ive  Program Nay 20 that i n d i c a t e d  t h e  
budget was up only  1.72 pe rcen t  ove r  t h e  p rev ious  yea r .  Compared t o  i n f l a t i o n ,  t h a t  s l ight  
i n c r e a s e  a c t u a l l y  r e f l e c t e d  a downward t r end ,  he said. 

"If we continued ( a t  t h a t  ra te) ,  we would be facing d i f f i c u l t  budget  t imes ,  and t h e  programs 
o f  mission work would suffer,W Bennett  expla ined .  " I ' m  s u r p r i s e d  and very pleased  t h a t  we took a 
t u r n  i n  this d i r e c t i o n ,  and pleased also that it is in excess of the Consumer Price Index." 

The Cooperat ive Program must mainta in  its c u r r e n t  growth r a t e  i f  Southern B a p t i s t s  are t o  
f i nance  thei l"  combined b a s i c  o p e r a t i n g  budget ,  Bennet t  s a i d .  The programls f i r s t - p h a s e  b a s i c  
ope ra t ing  budget t h i s  year is $132 m i l l i o n ,  a 4.24 p e f c e n t  i n c r e a s e  over t h e  1986-87 budget. 

The e n t i r e  Cooperat ive Program goal t h i s  y e a r  is $140 mi l l i on .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  fifat- 
phase basic o p e r a t i n g  budget ,  i t  i n c l u d e s  $6.5 m i l l i o n  i n  c a p i t a l  needs and $1.55 m i l l i o n  f o r  the  
seaond phase of the aperating budget. 

--30-- 

CORRECTION: 

I n  t h e  a r t i c l e  t i t l e d  nNew 'world v i s i o n r  spurs people t o  promise changen r e l e a s e d  June 1 ,  p l ea se  
change the dates in the third paragraph to  May 26-28. 

Thanks, 
Baptiat Press 



Nominating committee member 
Gives 17-name minor i ty  r e p o r t  
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,$, cf' 
By Marv Knox 

SHREVEPORT, La. (3P)--A member of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention Committee on Nominations 
h a s  o f f e r e d  a minor i ty  r e p o r t ,  sugges t ing  replacements  f o r  17 of his committee's nominees for  
vacant  SBC t r u s t e e s h i p s ,  

Raymond T. Boswell,  an in su rance  e x e c u t i v e  from Shrevepor t ,  La., has  submit ted t h e  l i s t  of 
s u b s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  nominating committee 's  r e p o r t ,  That  r e p o r t  w i l l  be presented  

. 

t o  messengers t o  t h e  SBC annual  meeting June 14-16 i n  San Antonio, Texas; messengers must approve 
t h e  nominees i n  o r d e r  f o r  them t o  s e r v e  as convent ion  t r u s t e e s ,  commissioners and committee 
members. 

Boswell,  who voted a g a i n s t  t h e  final nominating committee r e p o r t  when t h e  group met i n  
Nashvi l le  March 17-18, t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  he is a c t i n g  a lone ,  no t ing  he  is t h e  only member he 
knows who voted a g a i n s t  t h e  F ina l  r e p o r t .  

He h a s  p u t  forward h i s  s l a t e  of  l'denominationaL l o y a l i s t s T f  a s  "an a t t empt  t o  r e s t o r e  
balancen t o  t h e  committee's nominat ions,  he expla ined .  

"Some o f  t h e  committee's nominees a r e  h igh ly  involved  i n  convention p o l i t i c s .  That  i s  no t  
t h e  s p i r i t  of  t h e  Peace Committee," Boswell s a i d .  

The SBC Peace Committee was c r e a t e d  i n  1985 and ass igned  t h e  t a s k  o f  determining t h e  causes  
of t h e o l o g i c a l / p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e  w i th in  the  convent ion  and sugges t ing  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  
cont roversy .  When i ts major r e p o r t  was p re sen ted  l a s t  summer, t h e  Peace Committee urged Southern 
B a p t i s t s  t o  "d i scon t inue  organized p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  " he noted. 

But t h e  p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  the  nominating committee 's  a c t i o n s  -- i nc lud ing  a sk ing  
i f  nominees have suppor ted  " the  cause*  of  t h e  SBC conse rva t ive  resurgence  -- v i o l a t e d  t h e  Peace 
Committee1s recommendation, he s a i d .  

"My h e a r t  i s  wi th  t h e  Peace Committee," Boswell i n s i s t e d .  "There should be ba lance  i n  t h e  
nominating p roces s ,  and t h e r e  was not .  This is an  a t t empt  t o  r e s t o r e  ba lance .  This minor i ty  
r e p o r t  is n o t  an  a t t empt  t o  completely undo t h e  committee's r e p o r t ,  b u t  i t  is  an a t t empt  t o  speak 
t o  t h e  Peace Committee r e p o r t ,  t h a t  f a i r n e s s  be shown." 

Boswel l l s  17-person s l a t e  is a f r a c t i o n  of  t h e  committee's s l a t e ,  which i n c l u d e s  about  240 
people ,  134 o f  whom a r e  new t r u s t e e s .  

The d i f f e r e n c e  between h i s  nominees and those  they would r e p l a c e  is commitment t o  t h e  
denominat ionfs  coope ra t ive  method o f  conduct ing  i ts  m i n i s t r i e s ,  he s a i d :  "I would say my 
nominees a r e  denominat ional  l o y a l i s t s .  These a r e  people who a r e  a c t i v e  i n  the  convention."  

Boswel l l s  nominat ions a r e  n o t  o f f e r e d  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  moderate f a c t i o n  wi th in  t h e  
convention,  he added: '$1 cons ide r  myself t o  be  more conse rva t ive  t han  t h e  conse rva t ives .  I 
haven ' t  t a l k e d  wi th  t h e  moderate l eade r sh ip .  I ' m  a conse rva t ive ,  and t h a t ' s  where I s t and .  

" I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  minor i ty  r e p o r t  a s  a moderate o r  l i b e r a l  s l a t e .  I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  do what t h e  Peace Committee s a i d  f o r  u s  t o  do ,  and t h a t ' s  g i v e  balance." I 

H i s  nominees come from a c r o s s  t h e  spectrum o f  Southern  B a p t i s t  l i f e ,  Boswell s a i d .  They 
inc lude  people h e  h a s  known o r  people recommended by people he h a s  known dur ing  a lmost  f o u r  
decades o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  Southern B a p t i s t  l i f e .  

"Through my y e a r s  on t h e  (SBC) Execut ive  Cornmi ttee, as ( ~ o u i s i a n a )  s t a t e  convention 
p r e s i d e n t  and as a member of t h e  (SBC) Canada Study Committee, I have developed some f r i e n d s h i p s  
a c r o s s  t h e  convent ion ,"  he  s a i d .  ''1 have communicated wi th  t h e s e  people,  many o f  whom I ' v e  known 
through t h e  y e a r s ,  and they  have suggested names of people o f  proven l o y a l t y  and commitment t o  
t h e  convention.  

Boawell has asked SBC P r e s i d e n t  Adrian P. Rogers, who w i l l  c h a i r  t h e  conven t ion t a  annual  
meeting,  for permiss ion  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  minor i ty  r e p o r t  "from t h e  same pla t form where a l l  o t h e r  
r e p o r t s  w i l l  be made." 

--more-- 5 
i 
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He s t a t e d  D i s  request  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  Rogers t h a t  a l s o  was s e n t  t o  Bap t i s t  Press;  the  Bap t i s t  
Message, news journal  o f  Louisiana B a p t i s t s ;  Harold C. Bennett ,  pres ident  and t r e a s u r e r  of  the  SBC 
Executive Committee; and Joseph T. Knott 111, a Raleigh, N.C., a t torney and chairman of the  
nominating commit tee .  

"1 am wr i t ing  t o  you because I could no t  i n  conscience vote f o r  t h e  r e p o r t  adopted by the  
majority of t h e  Committee on NominationsYw he wrote i n  h i s  l e t t e r .  "I f e e l  t h a t  i n  the  majority - 
r e p o r t ,  I was not  ab le  t o  speak fo r  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t s  of Louisiana. The nominees I proposed 
were no t  adequately considered,  and I f e e l  t h a t  the  f i n a l  r epor t  d i d  not  adequately r e f l e c t  an - 

unbiased view o f  those t o  be nominated f o r  some of  the  p o s i t i o n s  considered." 

Boswell noted i n  h i s  l e t t e r  and r e i t e r a t e d  t o  B a p t i s t  Press t h a t  h i s  nominations conform t o  
SBC bylaws, s p e c i f i c a l l y  bylaw 16,  subparagraphs 2-10. He sa id  previous r u l i n g s  t h a t  have 
l imi ted  s u b s t i t u t i o n s  t o  one person a t  a time from one messenger a c t u a l l y  con t ro l  t h e  repor t  of 
the Commit t e e  on Commit t e e s ,  not  the  Commit t e e  on Nominations. 

He noted the  convention a l ready has  precedent f o r  minority r epor t s .  Last year ,  a minority 
of conservative SBC Chr i s t i an  Life Commission t r u s t e e s  offered a repor t  rollowing the 
commission's r epor t .  

In  his request  t o  Rogers, he a l s o  asked t h a t  the  minority r epor t  be published i n  the  SBC 
Bul le t in  fo r  the  f i r s t  day of the  annual meeting so t h a t ,  i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  Bap t i s t  Press s t o r y ,  
messengers w i l l  have an opportunity t o  s e e  t h e  names of  the  people he is nominating. 

O f  Boswellls r eques t ,  Rogers to ld  B a p t i s t  Press ,  "I have no response t o  i t  except t o  say he 
w i l l  be t r e a t e d  along with every o t h e r  member of the  convention: No. 1 with courtesy,  and No. 2 
according t o  parl iamentary procedure. 

Rogers sa id  he w i l l  wait  upon t h e  par l iamentar ians1 advice t o  make a ru l ing.  Ye added: "It 
needs t o  be noted a minority r epor t  is not a p r i v i l e g e ;  i t  must be granted by the  convention -- 
t h a t ' s  one fac to r .  The o t h e r  f a c t o r  is t h a t  i f  indeed h i s  proposal f i t s  the  s p i r i t  and law of 
the bylaw. l1 

Nominating committee Chairman Knott to ld  Bap t i s t  Press ,  111 w i s h  t h i s  had been done a t  the  
(nominating committee) meeting, when we had all the people present  and all t h e  f a c t s  could be 
discussed. l1 

"If t h i s  minority r epor t  is not  permitted by the  pres iding o f f i c e r ,  i t  is  my in ten t ion  t o  
appeal t h e  decis ion o f  t h e  c h a i r , "  Boswell sa id .  

Boswell l ists names 
From minority r epor t  

Bap t i s t  Press 
6/3/88 

SHREVEPORT, La. (BP)--The names of 17 people who have been offered a s  a minority r epor t  t o  
the Southern Bap t i s t  Committee on Nominations1 s l a t e  have been re leased by the  author of t h a t  
r epor t ,  Raymond T. Boswell . 

Boswell, a layman from Shreveport, La., and a member of the  nominating committee, has 
announced he w i l l  o f f e r  t h e  minority r epor t  a s  wan attempt t o  r e s t o r e  balancew t o  the  process of 
nominating Southern B a p t i s t  Convention t r u s t e e s .  

Messengers t o  t h e  SBC annual meeting June 14-16 i n  San Antonio, Texas, w i l l  e l e c t  t r u s t e e s  
t o  f i l l  vacancies on 22 convention boards,  commissions and committees. Boswell's a l t e r n a t e s  a re :  

-- Harlan Blount, an I n t e r n a l  a u d i t i n g  opera t ions  manager f o r  a telephone company and member 
of Melbourne Heights B a p t l s t  Church i n  Lou i sv i l l e ,  Ky., t o  replace  John Hicks, an a t torney and 
member of Cedar Creek Church i n  Lou i sv i l l e ,  t o  a five-year term as  a l o c a l  member of the Southern 
Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary board. 

--more-- 
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-- James E. Cooper, a s s o c i a t e  pas to r  o f  F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church o f  Ruston, La., replacing Jim 
Richards, pas to r  of  Greenacres Church i n  Rastrop, La., t o  a four-year term on t h e  Chris  t i an  Life  
Commission. 

-- Ralph E. Ehren, pas to r  o f  Co lesv i l l e  Church i n  S i l v e r  Spring,  Md. , replacing Deborah 
Glanvi l le ,  a homemaker and member of Northwest Church i n  Reistertown, Md., t o  a four-year term on 
the Chr i s t i an  L i f e  Commission. 

-- Ed Freeman, pas to r  of Honument Heights Church i n  Richmond, Va., replacing Tommy J. 
Taylor, pas to r  o f  London Bridge Church i n  Virginia Beach, Va., t o  a Four-year term on t h e  Sunday 

- 

School Board. 

-- Betty Gilwreath, a homemaker and member of  Providence B a p t i s t  Church i n  Char lot te ,  N.C. , 
replacing Paul Steven Hardy, pas to r  of Holly H i l l  Church i n  Burlington,  N.C., t o  a four-year term 
on t h e  Foreign Mission B o a r d .  

-- Ralph Henson, pas to r  OF North Monroe Church i n  Monroe, La., replacing Jesse Lott, Pastar 
of F i r s t  Church a f  Harrlsonburg, La., t o  a four-year term as  a l o c a l  member o f  the  New Orleans 
B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary board. 

-- Charles Johnson, pas tor  of F i r s t  Church of Albany, Ky., replacing A1l.m F. Narrod, p a s t ~ r  
of F i r s t  Church o f  Bellevue, Ky., t o  a two-year term on t h e  Sunday School Board. , 

! -- Frank Jordan, pas to r  of Highland Avenue Church i n  National C i ty ,  Ca l i f . ,  t o  replace  Edwin 
L. Bailey,  an e l e c t r i c a l  engineer and member of  Rose Drive Church i n  Yorba Linda, Ca l i f . ,  t o  a 
five-year term on t h e  Southeastern B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary board. 

Jordan, who had been a Southeastern Seminary t r u s t e e  f o r  f i v e  yea r s ,  was the  only SBC 
t r u s t e e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  another  term n o t  t o  be  renominated. (see "'Bumpedt t r u s t e e  won't f i g h t  
s t a t u s , "  BP,  5/13/88) 

-- William Lacy, pas to r  of F i r s t  Church o f  Lake Charles,  La., replacing 0. Carro l l  
Karkal i t s ,  dean o f  engineering a t  McNeese S t a t e  Universi ty and a member of  Trinity Church i n  Lake 
Charles, t o  a f ive-year  term on t h e  Southern Seminary board. I 

Lacy uas t h e  only nominee proposed by BoswelL and r e j e c t e d  by the nominating committee t h a t  
Boawell included i n  h i s  minority r e p o r t  s l a t e ,  Boswell sa id .  

-- Phil Lineberger, pas to r  of Richardson Heights Church i n  Richardson, Texas, replacing Liz 
Minnick, an elementary sehoolteachar and member o f  Great  H i l l s  Church i n  Austin, Texas, t o  a 
four-year term a s  an  at-large member o f  t h e  Chr i s t i an  Life Commission. 

-- Jerold R. MoBride, pas to r  o f  F i r s t  Church of San Angelo, Texas, t o  r ep lace  Paige 
Pat terson,  p res iden t  of  Criswell College and a member o f  F i r s t  Church of Dallas, t o  a four-year 
term on t h e  Foreign Mission Board. 

-- Robert McGee, pas to r  of' Temple Church i n  Ruston, La., t o  r ep lace  Gayden Jones, a 
homemaker and member of F i r s t  Church o f  Baton Rouge, La., t o  a four-year term on t h e  SBC 
Executive Comi t tee .  

-- Mickey Naardn, pas to r  o f  Fairview Church i n  De t ro i t ,  t o  r ep lace  Cecil  Campbell, pas tor  of 
Gracemont Church i n  Marysvil le,  Mich., t o  a four-year term on t h e  Chr i s t i an  Life  Commission. 
Campbell has  s i n c e  been replaced by Donna J. Wester, a homemaker and member of of  F i r s t  Church of  
St. C l a i r  Shores, Mictf, , by the nominating committeela executive subcommittee. 

-- Jeanie Nolan, a homemaker and childhood education intern a t  F i r s t  Church of Wlvane,  
a n , ,  replacing Mark Patton, p a s t o r  of First Southern Church i n  Tapeka, Kan., t o  a one-year term 
on t h e  Fareign Mission Board. 

-- Randall Robinson, paa to r  of Memorial. Church i n  Arlington,  Pa., replacing T.C. Plnokney, a 
re t i red  U.S. A i r  Force brigasier general and member of Plymouth Haven Church i n  Alexandria, Va., 
to a four-year term on the Executive Committ;ee. 

--more-- 
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-- Paul Sadle r ,  pastor of Meadowbrook Church i n  Waco, Texas, replacing R. Richard Kirgan, 
pas tor  of F i r s t  Church of Lindale,  Texas, to a four-year term on the  Sunday School Board. 

- Frank T ~ O W S ,  pas to r  of' Alta Woods Church i n  Jackson, Miss,, replacing John S, Allen,  
pas tor  of  F i r s t  Church of Richton, Miss., t o  a f i v  -year term on t h e  Southern Seminary board. 

A l l  o f  t h e  nominees on the  minority s l a t e  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  nomination and have agreed t o  
serve  i f  e l e c t e d ,  Boawell s a t d .  

--3O-- 

Moore es t ima tes  550,000 
praying f o r  convention 

Baptist Press 

AMARILLO, Texas (BP)- ore than 550,000 Southern B a p t i s t s  a r e  praying f o r  t h e i r  convention's 
annual meeting June 14-16 i n  $an Antonio, according t o  es t ima tes  compiled by W. Winfred Moore. 

Pas tors  from more than 2,500 churches have mailed prayer commitlment cards t o  Moore, pastor 
of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of Amarillo, Texas, and a l e a d e r  i n  the  moderate faction i n  the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

The commitment c a r d s  were p a r t  of a packet Eloore mailed t o  more than 34,000 churches i n  
e a r l y  Yay. The packet a l s o  included a 10-minute tape-recorded message from Moore and a brochure 
produced by a moderate organizat ion c a l l e d  B a p t i s t s  Committed t o  the  Southern Bap t i s t  
Convention. 

Moore, who was SBC first v ice  p res iden t  i n  1985-86, also uas t h e  moderatesv SBC 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  candidate i n  1985 and 1986. 

I n  his cover L e t t e r  with t h e  packet ,  Moore sa id  of  the  upcoming SBC annual meeting: "For 
me, t h i s  meeting may be the moat important  f o r  missions and evangelism i n  our h i s to ry .  So much 
is a t  stake.n 

A t  the  time he mailed t h e  packet ,  he t o l d  Baptist Press: "The bottom-line purpose o f  this 
is t o  t r y  t o  convince Southern B a p t i s t  people t h a t  It is important t h a t  we t u r n  t h i s  aonvention 
around and come back t o  h i s t o r i c  B a p t i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  and p rac t i ces .  That includes accepting one 
another i n  d i v e r s i t y  and getting away from t h i s  power s t rugg le  t h a t  says ,  'If you d o n i t  agree  
with me, you have no place i n  t h e  power s t r u c t u r e .  ' " 

A cover l e t t e r  with Moorevs mail ing requested r e c i p i e n t s ,  *Let me know i f  you w i l l  covenant 
with me t o  pray about these important concerns regarding our c o n ~ e n t i o n . ~  

A late-May statement re leased by Moore sa id :  "I have been overuhalmed by tSe  response, and 
we are continuing t o  get 75 to  100 ca rds  each day. Also,  the  scope of t h e  response includes  
every s i z e  church represent ing every s t a t e .  

"People who work i n  d i rec t -mai l  campaigns to ld  me i f  we got  back between 700 and 1,000 cards 
it would be an e x c e l l e n t  response, and we have gone f a r  beyond t h a t  F i g ~ r e . ~  

Since Southern B a p t i s t  s t a t i s t i c i a n s  es t imate  t h e  average Southern B a p t i s t  church h a s  a 
res iden t  membership o f  275, Moore said, he be l i eves  "at l e a s t  550,000 Southern B a p t i s t  a r e  
praying f o r  our  3an Antonio meeting. That i s  very encouraging news." 

Moore and B a p t i s t s  Committed t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention have received some c r i t i c i s m  
fo r  t h e  mailing. These c r i t i c i s m s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  have panned t h e  brochure, which is c r i t i c a l  o f  
SBC conservat ive  l e a d e r s  P ~ & B  Pat terson and W.A. Criswell of' Dallas and Paul P r e s s l e r  o f  
Houston. 

m o r e  acknowledged t h e  c r i t i c i s m  has been channeled back t o  him through some of the response 
cards. As of late May, ha had received 221 ca rds  "with s t a t e m n t s  t h a t  could be in te rp re ted  
negatively.  * 

nut  of the promises t o  pray,  he sa id :  "1 hope the  concern for  our  convention demonstrated 
i n  t h e  grayer  cards will result i n  p a s t o r s  and laypersons a t tending the  convention. This will be 
a historic meeting -- a crossroads for  t h e  future of Southern B a p t i s t s e n  

--30-- 
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Fa the r  and son  committed 
t o  vo lun tee r  miss ions  By 3f1i1 Burton 

PRAIRIE VILLAGE, Kan. (BPI--The vigil l a s t e d  20 days. Beginning Oc t. 5 ,  1987, a s  many as  40 
people were ga the red  I n  the w a i t i n g  room of a Kansas C i ty ,  Mo., h o s p i t a l  t o  p r a y  f o r  Caleb Finch, 

I who was born 10 weeks e a r l y .  

Greg and Pam Finoh al%o wai ted  and prayed. Mrs. Finch had developed toxemia dur ing  t h e  - 
pregnancy. The i r  two-pound son,  whose b i b l i c a l  name means whole, was p e r f e c t  i n  almost  every way. 

I 
lvHe had eyebrows, a f u l l  head o f  h a i r ,  f i n g e r n a i l s ,  he had eve ry th ing  t h a t  you and I have 

got .  He was a terrific kid excep t  f o r  one th ing .  He d idn l  t have t h e  lung power t h a t  he  needed 
t o  s u s t a i n  h i s  Li fe ,*  Finch expla ined .  

News of Caleb spread. Pinch says: "It was an amazing thing.  Everybody i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  knew 
about  Caleb and about  t h e  n u t s  t h a t  were i n  t h e  wa i t ing  room praying a l l  t h e  time." 

I And hea l ing  came, b u t  n o t  t o  t h e  c h i l d .  

I "Throughout t h e  crisis many th ings  began t o  happen t o  our  Finch recalled. "A l o t  
of h e a l i n g  began t o  t a k e  p lace .  Only it wasn't  i n  Caleb, i t  was i n  us." 

I As family r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and s p i r i t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  were hea l ed ,  Calab l a i d  i n  an incubator  
a t t ached  t o  a r e s p i r a t o r .  "It's kind o f  i r o n i c ,  because Caleb had t h e  gift o f  h e a l i n g ,  y e t  he 
couldn ' t  h e a l  h i r n ~ e l i , ~  Finch said. 

I Caleb d ied  Oct. 25. 

I n  t h e  eyes of h i s  f a t h e r ,  Caleb came t o  e a r t h  on a s p e c i a l ,  shor t - te rm mission t r i p  from 
God. The significance o f  h i s  s h o r t  l i f e  h a s  come t o  gytnbolize t h e  Finch fami ly ' s  min i s t ry .  

I "Caleb could have been t h e  g r e a t e s t  t ragedy t h a t  e v e r  happened i n  ou r  l i ves , l l  Finch said. 
wBut just by being t h e r e ,  j u s t  by e x i s t h  and l i v i n g  and b rea th ing  i n  t h e  image of God he 
touched l i v e s .  

"Caleb r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  t h i n g s  God wants from you and me. He wants o u r  innocence and 
goodness, and he  wants  a u r  dependency on him. He wants u s  t o  Feel  inadequate a t  c e r t a i n  times s o  
t h a t  bod's power can be revealed through our commitments. 

And j u s t  as God's power was r evea led  through the innocence o f  a c h i l d ,  i t  a l a o  is seen  i n  a 
commitment t o  vo lun tee r  missions.  

Harold Finch,  Greg F i w h l s  f a t h e r ,  h a s  l ea rned  t h a t  when an o rd ina ry  layman s e t s  out t o  he lp  
o t h e r  o rd ina ry  C h r i s t i a n s ,  some not-so-ordinary t h i n g s  can happen. 

I -- Like b u i l d i n g  t h e  most s u c c e s a h l  bus ines s  t r a i n i n g  firm i n  America from s c r a t c h .  When 
i t  was s o l d  i n  1985, annual  aales were about  $30 mi l l i on .  

-- Like s i t t i n g  i n  a h o t e l  room i n  San Francisco  and y i e l d i n g  to  God's c a l l  t o  form a 
foundation t h a t  sends miss ions  volunteers overseas  f o r  two weeks and c o v e r s  about $1,500 
o f  t h e  expenses of each. 

I I n  1984 Harold Pinch,  and h i s  w i fe ,  Peggy, formed a not-so-ordinary foundation. Wellspring 
W s s i o n  Volunteers  Foundation i n  P r a i r i e  V i l l age ,  Kan., n e i t h e r  a o l i c i t s  funds nor  accepts 
donations.  It operates rrolely h.om the family's return on investments  fol lowing t h e  sale of 
t h e i r  bus ines s  t r a i n i n g  o o q a n y .  

I According t o  Harold Finah, the b u a h e s a  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  I977 with t h e  expressed purpose 
of p rov id ing  a f i n a n c i a l  baae ao t h a t  within f i v e  y e a r s  he and a p a r t n e r  could become involved i n  
f i l l - t i m e  ministry. The idea for Wellspring came later. 

I wThe v l s i a n  came after we so ld  the  busineas,w h e  said. "We were just  blind. A 1 1  we s a i d  is 
we wanted t o  d o  sowthing.W 
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For four months following the s a l e  o f  his business ,  he sought W d V s  w i l l  concerning h i s  
family's f u t u r e *  "1 was i n  San Francisco j u s t  having a meditat ion time and the Lord spoke j u s t  
very c l e a r l y  and convicted me t h a t  I had spent  a l o t  o f  time, i n  church work and I could count 
everyone I ' d  led  t o  t h e  Lord on one hand. My (new) business  is t o  win sou l s  i n t o  t h e  

The nbusinessn of winning s o u l s  i n t o  t h e  kingdom i s  mult ip l ied  through Wellspring. 
Wellspring-sponsored missions volun tee r s  have led  about 10,000 people t o  Chr is t .  

Harold Finch h a s  been joined by his son,  Greg, a t  Wellspring. Together, they went t o  India  
on t h e i r  f i r a t  volunteer  mission t r i p .  "The India  t r i p  was a t e s t .  We d idn ' t  have f u l l  f a i t h  
t h a t  you can r e a l l y  do anything i n  two weeks. We confirmed f o r  ourse lves ,  as everyone e l s e  who 
has  gone, t h a t  you can work miracles  i n  two weeks, mostly i n  your own l i f e , "  Harold Finch sa id .  

Working through the Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Board, Wellspring accepts  app l i ca t ions  
from Southern B a p t i s t s  who Feel led t o  volunteer f o r  a two-week fore ign mission p ro jec t .  
Preference is given t o  app l i can t s  i n  t h e  Kansas-Nebraska Bap t i s t  Convention, of which Harold 
F lnch  cu r ren t ly  is p r e s i d e n t .  Applicants a r e  then matched w i t h  requests from the board. 

Both Finch famil ies  a r e  members of  Messiah B a p t i s t  Church i n  Leawood, Kan. I n  add i t ion  t o  
a c t i v e  church p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  both men have made two mission t r i p s  annual ly  since t h a t  f i r s t  t r ek  
t o  Ind i a .  For Greg Finch, a r e a l  turning po in t  came i n  the  Phi l ippines .  I 

He joined o the r8  on t h e  i s l and  o f  Mindanau. Pas to r s  were pai red  w i t h  laymen t o  go i n  twos 
as evangelism teams. When several people cancel led ,  he was asked i f  he would preach. I 

Although he had Fever preached before ,  he f e l t  led  t o  cooperate. "1 needed t o  
s t ep  out  and do something that was scary," he aaid. 

When he met h i s  i n t s r p r e  ter, he asked how big  the  crowds might be. The i n t e r p r e t e r  
estimated t h a t  maybe 5,000 people would a t tend.  I 

tlWelve been preparing f o r  your coming f o r  a long t ime,w the  i n t e r p r e t e r  to ld  him. "When we 
found out  your name, X got on a motorcycle and I rode through t h e  c e n t e r  of  the  c i t y  with a 
megaphone proclaiming that t h e  g r e a t  American evange l i s t  Greg Finch was coming t o  preach. I 

More than 280 psole made p ro fess ions  o f  f a i t h ,  including the  town's mayor and t h r e e  city 
councilmen. 

It was a valuable lesson confirmed s e v e r a l  yea r s  l a t e r  by h i s  own son's  s h o r t  l i f e *  Just by 
baing there, j u s t  by existing and l i v i n g  and breathing i n  the  image of God, Greg Finch overcame 
language and c u l t u r a l  b a r r i e r s  t o  touch l i v e s  i n  a not-so-ordinary way. 

--3O-- 

Lot t i e  Moon o f f e r i n g  
t o  t a l a  $69.9 mi l l ion 

Bap t i s t  Press 
6/3/88 

RICWOND, Va. (BP )--The 1987 L o t t i e  Moon o f f e r i n g  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t  foreign missions 
t o t a l e d  $69.9 mi l l ion ,  $500,000 above t h e  1986 o f f e r i n g  but  still  more than $5 mil l ion below the 
goal  o i  $75 mill ion.  I 

The o f f e r i n g  to ta l  o f  $69,912,637.50, ca lcu la ted  after f i n a n c i a l  books closed May 31,  topp d 
l a s t  year's r e c e i p t s  by 0.72 percent.  That is the  smallest percentage increase  i n  decades. The 
l a s t  increase  t o  f a l l  below 1 percent  came i n  1969, when it was 0.91 percent.  I 

But any increase  was good news t o  Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission Board o f f i c i a l s  who 
feared t h e  t o t a l  might actually f a l l  below the previous year1s o f f e r i n g  for t h e  first time s i n c e  
the  Depression yeap O f  1937, half a oentury ago. I 

"We are grabf'ul t h a t  we've received about a half-mill ion dollars more than we received l a s t  
year ,  s a i d  FMB Pres iden t  R. Keith Parks. "A l i t t l  heavier  flow of g i f t s  i n  them la ter  weeks 
enabled u s  t o  almost F ach $70 million." 

--more-- 
; I 
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Parks said the Lott ie  Moon sho r t f a l l  and decreases i n  other types of giving already have 
resulted i n  cutbacks i n  mission spending thhis year. The shortage a l so  w i l l  force a 12 percent 
across-the-board c u t  i n  worldwide mission operating budgets i n  1989, although lnis3ionarY support 
and s a l a r i e s  should not be affected* 

"Our f inancial  projections a r e  very serious,tl he said. wWetve never made t h a t  heavy a cut 
since the Depression years, And with the continued growth in  mission opportunities and ways of 
doing things, we consider i t  t rag ic  t h a t  we don't have the funds t o  do these things." 

Asked if pol i t ica l  b a t t l e s  i n  the Southern Baptist  Convention a r e  hurting Lott ie  Moon 
giving, Parks replied t h a t  he d i d  not have any factual data  t o  know for  sure. But he said 
several donors who have given subs tan t ia l  special  g i f t s  i n  the past t o  missions, over and above 
the Cooperative Program unified budget and Lottie Moon, have told him they are  now "reluctant t o  
give . . . because of t he i r  concern about the convention controversyn and how i t  might change the 
direction of the Foreign Hission Board. 

The donors told Parks they  w i l l  wait and see what happens. He added tha t  other Southern 
Baptist agency heads have said they are  encountering the same concerns among "over and abovetq 
supporters. I 

"Whether tha t  also has been a factor  i n  giving t o  the Lat t ie  Moon offering or i n  giving 
through churches ref lected in  a lower percentage gain in  the Cooperative Program, I do not have 
fac ts  t o  substantiate,t t  Parka said.  "1 guess it's logical  t o  assume tha t  i f  i t ' s  affect ing 
(special g i f t s ) ,  then the  controversy has had to  have an impact on other giving." I 

The annual Lot t ie  Moon offer ing helps support more than 3,800 Southern Baptist  missionaries 
in 113 countries. A l l  Lot t ie  Moon funds a re  spent overseas. Once reserved for  financing the 
missionaries1 work and cap i t a l  needs, Lot t ie  Moon money now pays for  a s teadi ly increasing s l i c e  
of the basic cos ts  aS missionary support, which have nearly doubled in the l a s t  decade. 

The Lottie Moon goal has not been met since 1981. The 1987 goal of $75 million -- frozen a t  
tha t  leve l  af ter  the saw goal was missed by more than $5.5 million l a s t  year -- was intended t o  
finance almost 45 p e ~ c a n t  of  the Foreign Mission Board t o t a l  1988 budget of $167.8 m i l l i o n ,  
Cooperative Program g i f t s  we= projected t o  find more than 39 percent, w i th  other g i f t s  and 
investment income providing the r e s t .  

Foreign Mission Board t ru s t ees  a re  expected t o  consider ways t o  handle the budget sho r t f a l l  
a t  t he i r  June session i n  San Antonio, Texas, just  before the annual Southern Baptist  Convention 
meeting begifis. I 

The Woman's Missionary Union, which promotes Southern Baptis ts t  home and foreign mission 
offerings, recently issued a ca l l  t o  prayer for  bo th  offerings. Some of the women attending the 
union's centennial celebration in  Richmond May 13-14 responded by giving to  help the Lat t ie  Moon 
offering. Women an several  buses from Missouri began passing a pager bag and ended up giving 
more than $6,000. I 

The 1988 Lott ie  Moon goal h a s  not yet  been s e t .  

New Addresses Assigned Baptist  Press 
For National WMU 6/3/88 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (Bp)--Ths U.S. Postal Service has assigned new addresses ta  the Southern 
Baptist Woman's Misslonary Union, e f fec t ive  immediately. 

Mail addressed t o  t he  nat ional  WMU should now be sent  t o  P.Q. Box 830010, Birmingham, Ala. 
35283-0010. 

A l l  de l iver ies  ahould use the new shipping address Highway 280 East, 100 Missionary Ridge, 
Birmingham, Ala. 35242-5235. 

New Hope, a publishing arm of WMU, has a l so  been given a new address. X t  is P.O. Box 
12065, Birmingham, Ala. 35202.2065. 

--3Q-- 
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Pcofessor  sees more 
a u t h o r i t y  by c l e r g y  By P a t  Cole 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BPI - -~ l though  Southern B a p t i s t s  are observing t h e  nYear o f  the  Lai ty  ," 
churches i n  t h e  denomination increasingly are a s s i g n i n g  more power t o  t h e i r  ordained leaders, 
claimed church h i s t o r i a n  B i l l  J. Leonard. .. 

Leonard, p ro fe s so r  of ohurch h i s t o r y  a t  Southern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  Lou i sv i l l e ,  
Ky., s a i d  t h e  1970s and '80s have been c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a movement toward a u t o c t a t i c  l eade r sh ip  - 
by pa3 to r s  and g r e a t e r  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  of' m i n i s t e r i a l  d u t i e s  i n  churches with mul t ip l e  s ta f fs .  

These t r e n d s  have led to  a " c l e r g i f i c a t i o n n  of the Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, he  
described.  

Many Southern B a p t i s t s  p a s t o r s ,  Leonard noted ,  have adopted a s t y l e  of l eade r sh ip  s i m i l a r  t o  
a c h i e f  execu t ive  o f P i c e r  of  a co rpora t ion ,  He said such a p a s t o r  w i l l  sometimes describe 
himself as  t h e  "undershepherd who speaks  f o r  God.'! 

"This model o f  ministry has t y p i c a l l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  independent  B a p t i s t  churches ,  but t h e  
model is Secoming more normative in the SBC," sa id  Leonard. "It more p u b l i c l y  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  
so-cal led s u p e r  churches ,  but i t s  also quite p r e v a l e n t  i n  sma l l e r  churches t h a t  see i t  as a way 
t o  grow i n  t o  ' super  churcheb. l1 

He contended such a view of m i n i s t e r i a l  l e a d e r s h i p  o f t e n  t h r e a t e n s  t o  degrade t h e  s t a t u s  of 
lay people: "It makes t h e  l a i t y  secand-c lass  c i t i z e n s .  It undermines t h e  most b a s i c  b i b l i c a l  
understanding o f  t h e  church as the whole people o f  God.n 

The r o l e  o f  orda ined  l e a d e r s h i p  a l s o  h a s  expanded as ordained professionals have joined 
church s t a f f s  t o  gu ide  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  m i n i s t r i e s  o f  churches ,  he said.  Churches now have 
m i n i s t e r s  who work i n  such a r e a s  as youth ,  music, c h i l d r e n ,  educat ion  and bus ines s  
admin i s t r a t ion .  

T h i s  i s  n o t  a bad t h i n g , "  he  said. "It's an understandable development g iven  t h e  large 
s i z e s  o f  churches  and t h e  need f o r  smaller groups  w i t h i n  t h e  c h u r ~ h . ~  

However, Leonard warned, t h e  danger  o f  t h e  m u l t i p l e  min i s t ry  concept  is t h e  t h a t  i t  might 
discourage min i s t ry  by people. He s a i d  i t  could f o s t e r  t h e  view t h a t  laypeople are 
wclients/consumers who r e c e i v e  a s e r v i c e  (from a p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  t r a i n e d  m i n i s t e r )  which they 
underwri te  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  and a t t endance ,  t1 

All C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  "ca l led  t o  t h e  gospeln b u t  w i t h i n  d i f f e r e n t  o f f i c e s ,  he said. "!?or the 
C h r i s t i a n ,  baptism is the radical e g a l i t a r i a n  a c t .  F a i t h  and baptism make a l l  persons  m i n i s t e r s  
and u n i t e  a l l  persons equa l ly  a s  t h e  people o f  God, t h e  body of' Chr is t . "  

The s h i f t  toward mars a u t h o r i t y  for t h e  clergy, Leonard noted ,  fo l lows a per iod  i n  which t h e  
r o l e  o f  t h e  l a i t y  was emphasized, During t h e  1960s and e a r l y  19709, t h e  lay renewal movement l e d  
by people such  as Findley Edge, E l t o n  Trueblood, Keith Miller and C a r l y l e  Marney s t r e s s e d  the 
e q u a l i t y  o f  a l l  bellevrrs. 

The key t o  reversing t h e  t r e n d  toward a u t o c r a t i c  p a s t o r a l  l e a d e r s h i p ,  Leonard s a i d ,  l i es  
wi th  the l aypeople  themselves. 

wl%e a i t u a t i o a  w i l l  ~hange on ly  as l a i t y  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  f r u s t r a t e d  wi th  the paternalism 
and t h e  second-class  a t a t u s  which they 've  r ece ived ,  and as t h e  church needs more v i t a l ,  l ay-  
centered  l eade r sh ip ,  " he expla ined .  

The a u t o c r a t i c  a t y l e  of pastoral leadership w i l l  eventually harm churches, he said: "The 
church is n o t  a corporation, and u l t i m a t e l y  it w i l l  s u f f e r .  It (an " a u t o c r a t i c  pastoral style) 
dspersonaLizes and minimizes som important e lements  of t h e  gospel. " 

Too much pastoral authwity, Leonard added, *diminishes one of  t h e  dynamios o f  t h e  
ahurch t h e  energy o f  the laity." 

--3O-.. 
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Kimball: wrapped 
up with C h r i s t  By J i m  Burton 

lo e- Lolho& 

PIPPA PASSES, Ky. (BPI--Danny Kimball p u l l s  out of the gravel parking l o t  of Caney B a p t i s t  
Church i n  Pippa Passea,  Ky,, and d r i v e s  through t h e  campus of  Al ice  Lloyd College. He is a lone  
aa t h e  15-passenger van heads down s t a t e  highway 899. 

Kimball won't stay on thi$ road long. Soon he w i l l  v e e r  o f f  and snake through t h e  c reeks  - 

and h o l l e r s  of e a s t e r n  Kentucky. By 9:30 a.m., he r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  church wi th  43 screaming kids 
and two a d u l t s .  

wAbigai l ,  don' t  p u l l  my h a i r .  

"Danny, Pee Wee h i t  me.n 

Kimball doesn ' t  even f l i n c h .  The n o i s e  and swarm of k i d s  is worth t h e  t rouble .  Before 
these 43 children and two a d u l t s  load up t o  r e t u r n  home, seven w i l l  make professions o f  faith in 
Chris t .  

From an  a f f l u e n t  family i n  South Carol ina ,  Kimball finds himsel f  min i s t e r ing  as  a layman in 
Appalachia. Much of what Kimball s e e s  today e x i s t e d  100 years ago. But B a p t i s t  Brotherhood 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  h a s  g iven  him a v i s i o n  for  minis  t ry .  

Kimball says h e  was sea rch ing  f o r  a p l a c e  o f  min i s t ry .  He a t t ended  seminary b r i e f l y ,  then 
joined several organ iza t ions ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  Gideons. He a l s o  was a vo lun tee r  p r i s o n  chap la in  i n  
Aiken, S.C., and helped form t h e  Hab i t a t  for Humanity chap te r  i n  Greenv i l l e ,  S.C. S t i l l ,  he 
d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h e s e  were the m i n i s t r i e s  God had f o r  him. 

Four years ago, the  d i r e c t o r  of miss ions  f o r  North Greenvi l le  B a p t i s t  Associat ion asked 
Kimball t o  become t h e  assooia t ionaL Brotherhood d i r e c t o r .  Kimball t o l d  him Brotherhood was dead. 

"But I found t h a t  Brotherhood is n o t  dead," s a y s  Kirnball, nBrotherhood is  a very l i v e  
organiza t ion .  Brotherhood isi actually involv ing  men and boys i n  miss ions ,  and t h a t  t h e  mission 
is Jesus  Christ ."  

Through t h e  yea r s ,  Kimball l ea rned  t h e  hea t ing  and a i r  cond i t ion ing  trade. Wben J e r r y  
Davis, pres iden t  of Al i ce  Lloyd Col lege ,  of fered  him a job, Kimball saw t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
min i s t ry  in t h e  area surrounding Pippa Passes.  

"I have dream i n  t h i s  area o f  doing a l o t  o f  t h i n g s , n  says Kimball. "But you j u s t  have t o  
s t a r t  i n  some p l a c e  and do  one t h fng  goad." 

Kimball hopes t o  le8d B a p t i s t  men of Caney B a p t i s t  Church t o  begin a c t i v e  min i s t ry .  Among 
t h e  first p r o j e c t s  was pumhasing  a t r a i l e r  home f o r  a s i n g l e  mother with  e i g h t  ch i ld ren .  With 
"sweat-equityn and h e l p  fkom t h e  South Carol ina  B a p t i s t  Men o rgan iza t ion ,  the family l i v e s  i n  a 
r e s t o r e d  t r a i l e r .  

Kimball would like t o  des ign  programs f o r  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  t o  he lp  themselves. That: might 
i nc lude  s e t t i n g  up a s a d 1 1  s o  people oould he lp  each o t h e r  b u i l d  new homes. 

"We've g o t  a l o t  of young people i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  are good workers," says Kimball. "They 
j u s t  don't have jobs." 

Joy i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  comes from he lp ing  o t h e r s ,  Kimball be l i eves .  He r e c a l l a  a 
volunteer  church-building mission t r i p  to Puer to  Rico and watching r i c h  people b a r d  c r u i s e  s h i p s  
i n  San Juan. 

"1 enjoyed aeefng people g e t  an board,  b u t  I r e a l l y  felt b e t t e r  about  what I was doing down 
T t he re , "  h e  s a y s ,  %lopping in t h e  concrete . . . making t h e  sweat pour of f  of me." 

I ' "  He compares Christ t o  p u t t i n g  on c o v e r a l l s :  "1 t h i n k  t h a t  when I b e a m  a C h r i s t i a n ,  I j u s t  
m r t  of wrapped up with Chris t .  It's n o t  j u s t  me driving me, it 's Christ i n  me d r i v i n g  mean 

-301- ' (BPI photos a v a i l a b l e  upon request from t h e  Brotherhood Comission.  
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