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Search committee for N, C O
CLC executive named By Dan Martin and Al Shackleford

NASHVILLE (BP)--A search committee to seek a new executive director for the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commission was named during a closed-door, called meeting of the CLC executive
committee June 3.

The committee also accepted the resignation of executive N. Larry Baker, effective June 10,
and named CLC staff member Robert Parham as interim executive director, effective‘June 11.

In a news conference following the three-hour executive session, CLC Chairman Fred Lackey
said the committee considered four items:

"We received the resignation of Dr. Baker, effective June 10,

"A search committee was named that will begin as soon as possible to secure an executive
director for the Christian Life Commission.

"The executive commititee appointed Dr. Parham to serve as interim executive director to work
with the chairman of the executive committee to seek to continue the productivity of the CLC.

"We also considered other incidentals and procedures that are germane to the interim
period."

Lackey said the search committee, on which he will serve as an ex-officio member, is
composed of members of the executive committee, plus two more members.

Joe Atchison, director of missions of Benton Baptist Association in Rogers, Ark., and vice
chairman of the CLC, will be chairman of the search committee. Other executive committee members
to serve are Rudy Yakym, a stockbroker from South Bend, Ind., and secretary-treasurer of the CLC;
Richard G. Elkins, a land developer from Albuquerque, N.M.; Larrey Noia, a private school
administrator from Fountain Valley, Calif.; and C. Nolan Phillips, pastor of University Baptist
Church of Middletown, Ohio.

Other members are Alma Ruth Morgan, a homemaker from Bartlesville, Okla., and Hal Lane,
pastor of Eutawville (S.C.) Baptist Church. Lackey said, "Alma Ruth Morgan is the oldest female
member {of the CLC) with the exception of Mrs. (Virginia) Hendricks, who also is from New Mexico.
If she had served, we would have had two from New Mexico since Dick (Elkins) is from there, and
we did not think that was a good idea.

"Hal Lane comes from the East Coast, and we tried to give it a good geographical
representation.”

Lackey said he could not say whether the committee would be ready with a recommendation at

the time the CLC meets in September. "It is my desire to get the right person as soon as
possible, but not to be too hasty,” he said.

Atchison said the committee probably will meet "sometime during the (Southern Baptist)
convention" annual meeting to determine its procedure. He added the committee had not been given
any instruction and had not -- discussed -~ "even unofficially" ~-- candidates.
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Baker, who has been criticized for his views of abortion, the role of women and capital
punishment, has been under fire since his 16-13 election during a called meeting of the
commission in January of 1987. He survived an effort to dismiss him as executive in September
1987 on a 15-15 vote.

Baker, in late May, announced he would accept the pastorate of First Baptist Church of
Pineville, La. It was widely reported he would offer July 10 as a termination date in order to
be able to present the report of the CLC during the 1988 annual meeting of the Southern Baptist
Convention scheduled June 14-16, in San Antonio, Texas.

In commenting on his 15-month tenure, Baker said: "I do not regret my decision to come as
executive director of the Christian Life Commission. I believed then and T believe now I ought
to have been here."

"His letter of resignation says the last day he will be with the commission is June 10,"
Lackey said. "I received the letter some time ago, and had apprised the executive committee of
that, But this is the first time we have met to act officially on it."

Concerning his resignation date, Baker said, "I resigned effective July 10 and negotiated at
the initiation of board members the conclusion date." There were "stipulations that if certain
arrangements were made, I would conclude June 10."

Baker did not chose to attend the executive committee meeting. "I felt the deliberations
would be faciliated and enhanced were they given to opportunity to conduct their business without
my presence," he said. The commitfee did invited Parham into its meeting and met briefly with
the staff prior to meeting with the news media to announce the actions.

Elkins, who has been identified as a moderate on the CLC, said the meeting was "a
housekeeping type of meeting where the day-to-day operational questions were discussed. There
was absolutely no discussion in regard to the activities of the search committee."

There was, Elkins said, "considerable discussion on the naming of an interim executive
director." He said "there were differences of opinion expressed, but basically no chairs were
thrown." Later, Elkins said the choice of Parham was "not unanimous."

Parham, 34, has been on the staff of the CLC since 1985, and is the youngest member of the
staff. Prior to joining the CLC, he was pastor of Cego Baptist Church in Cego, Texas. He has a
bachelor's degree from Georgetown University, a master of divinity from Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., and a doctorate from Baylor University, VWaco, Texas.

Lackey said the execubive committee did not consider anyone not currently on staff for the
interim appointment: "Others (besides Parham) were considered and discussed. He was not the
only one discussed, but he was the one the executive committee agreed on."

He added: "We feel Dr. Parham will be effective during this time. He is a very articulate
young man and one that the executive committee is very comfortable in working with. We feel he
is very sensitive to the total assignment of the CLC and will have the support of the staff."

Lackey said the committee discussed "qualifications, administrative skills, expertise and
orchestrating the day-to-~-day operation.”

Asked about Parham's relative inexperience, Lackey responded: "We discussed administative
responsibilities and day-to-day procedures. We feel that with his connection with the CLC and
the support that the executive committee can give him that he can effectively do this job."

Parham, after the news conference, agreed that there were only seven days during which to
effect transition from Baker, and said he "certainly hopes" it can be done harmoniously. "The
request (to be interim executive) was very unanticipated. I hope to manage the CLC ship in such
a way to keep it off the reefs until an executive director is named."

He added in an interview after the news conference that he hopes he and the staff of the CLC

"will continue to be co-workers. I do anticipate the decision-making process will be by
consensus wherever possible.n”
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Elkins sald: "If Larry Baker had been given the unfettered opportunity to speak and have
people listen to his content and not identify him with one group or the other, he could have been
an articulate and effective spokesman for the convention for many, many years to come.

"I am happy for him and for the c¢hurch where he is going because I think he will do an
outstanding job as pastor. I think the convention as a whole lost a very effective spokesman."

Baker will be attending the Southern Baptist Convention as a messenger of Immanuel Baptist
Church in Nashville. He noted that the written report of the Christian Life Commission in the

Book of Reports is his report. "It both describes and reports what we have accomplished during
the past year," he said.

"I have been a Southern Baptist all of my life, a Southern Baptist minister for 30 years,
and I will continue to speak for and act on behalf of what Southern Baptists have stood for over
the years.m

30—

Vines hospitalized QJ" (0. Baptist Press
for viral infection (ﬂF\a- 5/6/88

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (BP)--Jerry Vines, co-pastor of First Baptist Church of Jacksonville,
Fla., and a likely nominee for SBC president, spent four days in the hospital this week for a
viral infection and a routine physical examiniation.

Vines was admitted to St. Luke's Hospital May 31 and released June 3. Interviewed by
telephone from his hospital room just before his release, Vines was asked if his illness would
slow him down: "Goodness, no. T plan to go jogging in the morning.”

Vines said the illness was not serious and would not prevent him from being nominated as
president when the Southern Baptist Convention meets in San Antonio, Texas, June 14-16, but he
added no one has asked his permission to nominate him yet.

-—30--

Son of retired BWA exec M/ (gg\.g\ Baptist Press

dies after transplant 6/6/88

JACKSON, Miss. (BP)--Robert S. Denny Jr. of Port Charlotte, Fla., the son of retired Baptist
World Alliance Executive Director Robert S. Denny Sr. of Orlando, died May 30 in Jackson, Miss.,
following an unsuccessful heart-lung transplant. He was 46,

Denny suffered from a hereditary disease similar to cystic fibrosis. He had a double lung
transplant during a 12-hour period May 19-20, then a heart-lung transplant May 27. Death was
caused by infection, according to a hospital spokesman.

Denny was a member of First Baptist Churech, Charlotte Harbor, Fla. Survivors include his
wife, Sue, two sons and two daughters, as well as his father, who lives in Orlando.
-=30--

Division multiplies missions i::" t*w\gz) Baptist Press
efforts in Michigan church By Mark Wingfield 6/6/88

ANN ARBOR, Mich. (BP)--Southern Baptist home missionary Jeff Holt is counting on divided
loyalties to multiply his ministry.

It may not sound like good math, but Holt believes it adds up to good stewardship of
denominational resources.

Holt was raised in Fulton, Mo., where Southern Baptists are well established. Now he is
learning that in the northeastern United States, where Southern Baptists are small in number,
ministers must stretch themselves to cover multiple ministries.
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He is charged with starting a mission of a sponsoring church that currently is in a major .
expansion itself. His mission will begin meeting about the same time Packard Road Baptist Churech

in Ann Arbor, Mich., breaks ground for a new 500-seat sanctuary.

To compound that challenge, Holt also is Baptist Student Unioen director at the University of
Michigan and Eastern Michigan University. The two schools enroll more than 60,000 students.

Ironically, when Holt graduated from Southwestern Baptist Theological Ssaminary in Fort
Worth, Texas, in 1987, he started looking for a position just like this. He wanted to combine
student work and church planting but thought that might be impossible.

Meanwhile, leaders of the Baptist State Convention of Michigan thought it would be
impossible to find someone to fill their dual position in student work and church planting.

The two came together through the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, resulting in Holt's
appointment as a churenh planter apprentice.

Ann Arbor is the third place in Michigan where student work and church planting have been
combined. Claude Roy, director of church extension for the Baptist State Convention of Michigan,
said previous combinations In Big Rapids and Lansing have been successful.

In Ann Arbor, Packard Road is the largest of two Southern Baptist churches for a city of

108,000. The 200 people who attend each Sunday form a multi-racial congregation reflecting the
cosmopolitan makeup of the city and the University of Michigan.

Clark Cothern, minister of music and education at Packard Road, admits the timing of the

dual church projects is not ideal. But he and Pastor Paul Calmes have found unexpected benefits
in the situation, he said.

"It's actually opened our church to more missions awareness," he said. "It could be a
blessing in disguise."

Holt works out of an office at Packard Road and holds campus meetings in public rooms in
each school's student union.

In his first year in Ann Arbor, Holt concentrated on student work. It had been two years
since anyone had devoted a significant amount of time to Baptist Student Union there, he sald.

Now Holt has core groups at both the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor and Eastern
Michigan in nearby Ypsilanti.

His student work now may be the key to his church-starting efforts. The core group now
meeting in a home Bible study is mainly single young adults, including several from the BSU.

"My goal is not to have a student church. You can't build a church just on students," Holt
said. "YBut I'm excited about providing students the opportunity to help start a church."

The young, well-educated singles Holt has enlisted as a ¢ore group should identify well with
the unchurched in Ann Arbor, he said. The average age of residents is 26. More than 50 percent
have completed four years of college.

Beyond that, Holt thinks singles have other advantages for church starting. "They are an
untapped resource for doing things in the church,” he said. 8Singles are energetic, capable and
have more free time than couples.

This summer, Holt will be assisted by 2 seminary worker, a summer missions team and a group
from a Tennessee church. These volunteers will survey the community and conduct backyard Bible

clubs. At the same time, other volunteers will work at Packard Road constructing the new
sanctuary.

Neither Holt, Cothern or Calmes are overly concerned about the conflicting projects. They
see this summer's work as one more way to multiply their witness through division,
30—
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means shared ministry By Breena Kent Paine é(d

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--Wnen the Donaldsons said "I do,"™ they did.

They chose the same career, shared the same dream, studied for their master's degrees at the
same time and eventually received their doctorate degrees together May 21 from New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary.

But, most important, they both believe in leading others to Christ through their counseling
ministries.

The Donaldsons' long years of pursuing degrees are over now that they both have received
their doctorates in psychology and counseling. But it has not been easy.

"We've had some strange schedules. I think the only reason it was possible (for both to
study and work at the same time) was that both of us were studying in the same area. That helped
us persevere. It wasn't always an up situation; we had ups and downs. But beczuse we had comnon
goals, we were able to work together," said Patrick Donaldson of Lake Mary, Fla.

He is prison chaplain at Cross City Correctional Institution in Cross City, Fla.; and his
Wwife, Mary Beth Williams Donaldson of Sanford, Fla., is school psychologist for Dixie District
schools in Cross City. Their dream is to open a community counseling center together.

Since both have chosen counseling for their ministry, they use each other as sounding
boards.

"We ask one another for advice about how to deal with different situations," he said. "We
search one another and find out new ideas on how to help people in different situations.”

The Donaldsons also are active in their church. "I'm able to help my church, even while out
ministering in the prison,®" he said. "I don't have any qualms at all in giving back to them,
helping in outreach, church training, because they helped support me through seminary through the
Southern Baptist Cooperative Program" unified budget.

Both feel their education at New Orleans Seminary was a tremendous help in their ministries.
"It has helped me as far as learning from the many years of experience of the professors," he
said. "By learning from the professors, I didn't have to use people as an experimental ground.
If you have to learn using people, ... you could end up hurting people, and even turning them off
to the gospel. But by using the professors' (experience), you can avoid a lot of that."

Seminary also "helped me grow as a person. It helped me to relate to other people better.
I have more of an understanding for people ... and realize that God loves them just as much as he
loves me. And that's helpful in the prison setting, because knowing what the people are there
for, it would be easy not to love them. But I can love them through Christ," he said.

She also has had ample opportunities to implement what she has learned. For example, in the
fall of 1987, "some of our special education students were on a school bus and had an accident;
several died. The crisis counseling and some of the experiences I had had here (at the seminary)
helped me not to be scared of it," she said.

One family Mrs. Donaldson counseled was very poor. "She had never been to a hospital
before, and when I went to see them, they had saved all the food on the tray so they wouldn't be
without."

Through her counseling, many "doors have been opened," and children and their families have
come to know Christ.

She also has ministered with her husband in the prison. “It's a way I can feel active in
his ministry," she said.

"Sometimes guys will tell her things they don't feel comfortable telling me," said
Donaldson, who also has made sharing Christ an important part of his ministry.
~-1more --
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"There have been two or three occasions where I've led fellows to the Lord who were real
prison tough guys -- cussing and violating the rules, and wouldn't have anything to do with
church or God," he noted.

He shared Christ with them, they made commitments, and he was able to help them in Bible
study. "I even helped them through some tough times, family problems, and times when their faith
wavered," he said. "They have come back to the Lord and found out that God forgives. That's an

important lesson for them to learn, especially in prison, because it's a real pressure-cooker
environment."

He feels his ministry is rewarding, even if he can only affect two or three lives. "You
don't know how many families will not be affected by erime by their being affected by Jesus
Christ,” he said.

Donaldson was a correctional officer at the institute before he attended New Orleans
Seminary and returned as a chaplain. "God used the whole experience to show me T had something

to offer them -- Christ. Even as a correctional officer, T could show them what Christ meant in
my life."

For the couple with common degrees, goals and dreams, their lives are bound by their falth
in Christ and their desire to share the good news with others.

-—30--
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taken during WMU celebration (:VJ 6/6/88

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)--WMU "Centennial Celebration" participants in Richmond, Va., May 14,
gave $58,654.22 to the Centennial Thank Offering, according to leaders of Southern Baptist
Woman's Missionary Union.

The offering, which was collected from the more than 11,000 celebration participants, was
the final offering of the Centennial Thank Offering.

The Centennial Thank Offering was established by the executive board of WMU as a way by
which individuals could contribute toward the debt retirement of the national WMU headquarters
building in Birmingham, and, at the same time, honor missions leaders and organizations.

WMU officials are continuing to receive offerings which were collected in associational and
state celebrations held in conjunction with the May 13-14 Centennial Celebration.

As of May 31, $925,210.51 had been contributed toward the retirement of the national
headquarters building debt. Cost for the porperty, building and furnishings totaled $8.6
million.

—=30--
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Search committee for
CLC executive named By Dan Martin and Al Shackleford

NASHVILLE (BP)--A search committee to seek a new executive director for the Southern Baptist
Christian Life Commission was named during a closed-door, called meeting of the CLC executive
committee June 3.

The committee also accepted the resignation of executive N. Larry Baker, effective June 10,
and named CLC staff member Robert Parham as interim executive director, effective June 11,

In a news conference following the three-hour executive session, CLC Chairman Fred Lackey
said the committee considered four items:

"We received the resignation of Dr. Baker, effective June 10.

"A search committee was named that will begin as soon as possible to secure an executive
director for the Christian Life Commission.

"The executive committee appointed Dr. Parham to serve as interim executive director to work
with the chairman of the executive committee to seek to continue the productivity of the CLC.

"We also considered other incidentals and procedures that are germane to the interim
period."

Lackey said the search committee, on which he will serve as an ex-officio member, is
composed of members of the executive committee, plus two more members.

Joe Atchison, director of missions of Benton Baptist Association in Rogers, Ark., and vice
chairman of the CLC, will be chairman of the search committee. Other executive committee members
to serve are Rudy Yakym, a stockbroker from South Bend, Ind., and secretary-treasurer of the CLC;
Richard G. Elkins, a land developer from Albuquerque, N.M.; Larrey Noia, a private school
administrator from Fountain Valley, Calif.; and C. Nolan Phillips, pastor of University Baptist
Church of Middletown, Ohio.

Other members are Alma Ruth Morgan, a homemaker from Bartlesville, Okla., and Hal Lane,
pastor of Eutawville (8.C.) Baptist Church. Lackey said, "Alma Ruth Morgan is the oldest female
member (of the CLC) with the exception of Mrs. (Virginia) Hendricks, who also is from New Mexico.
If she had served, we would have had two from New Mexico since Dick (Elkins) is from there, and
we did not think that was a good idea.

"Hal Lane comes from the East Coast, and we tried to give it a good geographical
representation.”

Lackey said he could not say whether the committee would be ready with a recommendation at

the time the CLC meets in September. "It is my desire to get the right person as soon as
possible, but not to be too hasty," he said.

Atchison said the committee probably will meet "sometime during the (Southern Baptist)
convention™ annual meeting to determine its procedure. He added the committee had not been given

any instruction and had not -- discussed -- "even unoffic
@ - "even unoftic CyMERN BAPRSTISTURICAL
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Baker, who has been criticized for his views of abortion, the role of women and capital
punishment, has been under fire since his 16-13 election during a called meeting of the
commission in January of 1987. He survived an effort to dismiss him as executive in September
1987 on a 15-15 vote.

Baker, in late May, announced he would accept the pastorate of First Baptist Church of
Pineville, La. It was widely reported he would offer July 10 as a termination date in order to
be able to present the report of the CLC during the 1988 annual meeting of the Southern Baptist
Convention scheduled June 14-16, in San Antonio, Texas.

In commenting on his 15-month tenure, Baker said: "I do not regret my decision to come as
executive director of the Christian Life Commission. I believed then and I believe now I ought
to have been here."

"His letter of resignation says the last day he will be with the commission is June 10,"
Lackey said. "I received the letter some time ago, and had apprised the executive committee of
that. But this is the first time we have met to act officially on it."

Concerning his resignation date, Baker said, "I resigned effective July 10 and negotiated at
the initiation of board members the conclusion date." There were "stipulations that if certain
arrangements were made, I would conclude June 10."

Baker did not chose to attend the executive committee meeting. "I felt the deliberations
would be faciliated and enhanced were they given to opportunity to conduct their business without
my presence," he said. The committee did invited Parham into its meeting and met briefly with
the staff prior to meeting with the news media to announce the actions.

Elkins, who has been identified as a moderate on the CLC, said the meeting was "a
housekeeping type of meeting where the day-to-day operational questions were discussed. There
was absolutely no discussion in regard to the activities of the search committee.”

There was, Elkins said, "considerable discussion on the naming of an interim executive
director." He said "there were differences of opinion expressed, but basically no chairs were
thrown." Later, Elkins said the choice of Parham was "not unanimous."

Parham, 34, has been on the staff of the CLC since 1985, and is the youngest member of the
staff. Prior to joining the CLC, he was pastor of Cego Baptist Church in Cego, Texas. He has a
bachelor's degree from Georgetown University, a master of divinity from Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., and a doctorate from Baylor University, Waco, Texas.

Lackey said the executive committee did not consider anyone not currently on staff for the
interim appointment: "Others (besides Parham) were considered and discussed. He was not the
only one discussed, but he was the one the executive committee agreed on."

He added: “We feel Dr. Parham will be effective during this time. He 1s a very articulate
young man and one that the executive committee is very comfortable in working with. We feel he
is very sensitive to the total assignment of the CLC and will have the support of the staff."

Lackey sald the committee discussed "qualifications, administrative skills, expertise and
orchestrating the day-to-day operation.”

Asked about Parham's relative inexperience, Lackey responded: "We discussed administative
responsibilities and day-to-day procedures. We feel that with his connection with the CLC and
the support that the executive committee can give him that he can effectively do this job."

Parham, after the news conference, agreed that there were only seven days during which to
effect transition from Baker, and said he "certainly hopes" it can be done harmoniously. "The
request (to be interim executive) was very unanticipated. I hope to manage the CLC ship in such
a way to keep it off the reefs until an executive director is named."

He added in an interview after the news conference that he hopes he and the staff of the CLC

"will continue to be co-workers. I do anticipate the decision-making process will be by
consensus wherever possible.”

==NOreg~=—
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Elkins said: "If Larry Baker had been given the unfettered opportunity to speak and have
people listen to his content and not identify him with cone group or the other, he could have been
an articulate and effective spokesman for the convention for many, many years to come.

"I am happy for him and for the church where he is going because I think he will do an
. outstanding job as pastor. I think the convention as a whole lost a very effective spokesman.”

Baker will be attending the Southern Baptist Convention as a messenger of Immanuel Baptist
Church in Nashville. He noted that the written report of the Christian Life Commission in the

Book of Reports is his report. "It both describes and reports what we have accomplished during
the past year," he said.

"I have been a Southern Baptist all of my life, a Southern Baptist minister for 30 years,
and I will continue to speak for and act on behalf of what Southern Baptists have stood for over
the years."

-"30-.-

Vines hospitalized Raptist Press
for viral infection 6/6/88

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (BP)--Jerry Vines, co-pastor of First Baptist Church of Jacksonville,
Fla., and a likely nominee for SBC president, spent four days in the hospital this week for a
viral infection and a routine physical examiniation.

Vines was admitted to $t. Luke's Hospital May 31 and released June 3. Interviewed by
telephone from his hospital room just before his release, Vines was asked if his illness would
slow him down: "Goodness, no. I plan to go Jogging in the morning.”

Vines said the 1llness was not serious and would not prevent him from being nominated as
president when the Southern Baptist Convention meets in San Antonio, Texas, June 14-16, but he
added no one has asked his permission to nominate him yet.

~e30--

Son of retired BWA exec Baptigt Press
dies after transplant 6/6/88

JACKSON, Miss. (BP)--Robert S. Denny Jr. of Port Charlotte, Fla., the son of retired Baptist
World Alliance Executive Diprector Robert S. Denny Sr. of Orlando, died May 30 in Jackson, Miss.,
following an unsuccessful heart-lung transplant. He was 46,

Denny suffered from a hereditary disease similar to cystic fibrosis. He had a double lung
transplant during a 12-hour period May 19-20, then a heart-lung transplant May 21. Death was
caused by infection, according to a hospital spokesman. :

Denny was a member of First Baptist Church, Charlotte Harbor, Fla. Surviveors include his
wife, Sue, two sons and two daughters, as well as his father, who lives in Orlando.
—~30-=

Division multiplies missions Baptist Press
efforts in Michigan church By Mark Wingfield 6/6/88

ANN ARBOR, Mich. (BP)--Southern Baptist home missionary Jeff Holt is counting on divided
loyalties to multiply his ministry.

It may not sound like good math, but Holt believes it adds up to good stewardship of
denominational resources.

Holt was raised in Fulton, Mo., where Southern Baptists are well established. Now he is
learning that in the northeastern United States, where Southern Baptists are small in number,
ministers must stretch themselves to cover multiple miniatries.
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He is charged with starting a mission of a sponsoring church that currently is in a major
expansion itself. His mission will begin meeting about the same time Packard Road Baptist hurch

in Ann Arbor, Mich., breaks ground for a new 500-seat sanctuary.

To compound that challenge, Holt also is Baptist Student Union director at the University of
Michigan and Eastern Michigan University. The two schools enroll more than 60,000 students.

Ironically, when Holt graduated from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas, in 1987, he started looking for a position just like this. He wanted to combine
student work and church planting but thought that might be impossible.

Meanwhile, leaders of the Baptist State Convention of Michigan thought it would be
impossible to find someone to fill their dual position in student work and church planting.

The two came together through the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, resulting in Holt's
appointment as a church planter apprentice.

Ann Arbor is the third place in Michigan where student work and church planting have been
combined. Claude Roy, director of church extension for the Baptist State Convention of Michigan,
said previous combinations in Big Rapids and lansing have been successful.

In Ann Arbor, Packard Road is the largest of two Southern Baptist churches for a city of
108 ,000. The 200 people who attend each Sunday form a multi-racial congregation reflecting the
cosmopolitan makeup of the city and the University of Michigan.

Clark Cothern, minister of music and education at Packard Road, admits the timing of the

dual church projects is not ideal. But he and Pastor Paul Calmes have found unexpected benefits
in the situation, he said.

"Tt's actually opened our church to more missions awareness," he said. "It could be a
blessing in disguise."

Holt works out of an office at Packard Road and holds campus meetings in public rooms in
each school's student union.

In his first year in Ann Arbor, Holt concentrated on student work. It had been two years
since anyone had devoted a significant amount of time to Baptist Student Union there, he =aid.

Now Holt has core groups at both the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor and Eastern
Michigan in nearby Ypsilanti.

His student work now may be the key to his church-starting efforts. The core group now
meeting in a home Bible study is mainly single young adults, including several from the BSU.

"My goal iz not to have a student chureh. You can't build a church just on students," Holt
said. "But I'm excited about providing students the opportunity to help start a church.”

The young, well-educated singles Holt has enlisted as a core group should identify well with
the unchurched in Ann Arbor, he said. The average age of residents is 26. More than 50 percent
have completed four years of college.

Beyond that, Holt thinks singles have other advantages for church starting. "They are an
untapped resource for doing things in the church," he said. Singles are energetic, capable and
have more free time than couples.

This summer, Holt will be assisted by a seminary worker, a summer missions team and a group
from a Tennessee church. These volunteers will survey the community and conduct backyard Bible

elubs. At the same time, other volunteers will work at Packard Road constructing the new
sanctuary.

Neither Holt, Coth rn or Calmes are overly concerned about the conflicting projects. They
See this summer's work as one more way to multiply their witness through division.
~=30--
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Donaldsons' 'I do! ,
means shared ministry By Breena Kent Paine

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--When the Donaldsons said "I do," they did.

They chose the same career, shared the same dream, studied for their master's degrees at the
same time and eventually received their doctorate degrees together May 21 from New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary.

But, most important, they both believe in leading others to Christ through their counseling
ministries.

The Donaldsons' long years of pursuing degrees are over now that they both have received
thelr doctorates in psychology and counseling. But it has not been easy.

"We've had some strange schedules. I think the only reason it was possible (for both to
study and work at the same time) was that both of us were studying in the same area. That helped
us persevere. It wasn't always an up situation; we had ups and downs. But because we had common
goals, we were able to work together," said Patrick Donaldson of Lake Mary, Fla.

He is prison chaplain at Cross City Correctional Institution in Cross City, Fla.; and his
wife, Mary Beth Williams Donaldson of Sanford, Fla., is school psychologist for Dixie Distriect
schools in Cross City. Their dream is to open a community counseling center together.

Since both have chosen counseling for their ministry, they use each other as sounding
boards.

"We ask one another for advice about how to deal with different situations,” he sald. ™"We
search one another and find out new ideas on how to help people in different situations.™

The Donaldsons also are active in their church. "I'm able to help my church, even while ocut
ministering in the prison," he said. "I don't have any qualms at all in giving back to them,
helping in outreach, church training, because they helped support me through seminary through the
Southern Baptist Cooperative Program” unified budget.

Both feel their education at New Orleans Seminary was a tremendous help in their ministries.
"It has helped me as far as learning from the many years of experience of the professors," he
sald. "By learning from the professors, I didn't have to use people as an experimental ground.
If you have to learn using people, ... You could end up hurting people, and even turning them off
to the gospel. But by using the professors' (experience), you can avoid a lot of that."

Seminary also "helped me grow as a person. It helped me to relate to other people better,
I have more of an understanding for people ... and realize that God loves them Just as much as he
loves me. And that's helpful in the prison setting, because knowing what the people are there
for, it would be easy not to love them. But I can love them through Christ," he said.

She also has had ample opportunities to implement what she has learned. For example, in the
fall of 1987, "some of our special education students were on a school bus and had an accident;

several died. The c¢risis counseling and some of the experiences I had had here (at the seminary)
helped me not to be scared of it," she said,

One family Mrs. Donaldson counseled was very poor. "She had never been to a hospital

before, and when I went to see them, they had saved all the food on the tray so they wouldn't be
without."

Through her counseling, many "doors have been opened," and children and their families have
come to know Christ.

- She also has ministered with her husband in the prison., "It's a way I can feel active in
his ministry," she said.

"Sometimes guys will tell her things they don't f el comfortable telling me," said
Donaldson, who also has made sharing Christ an important part of his ministry.
~=MOre ——
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"There have been two or three occaaions where I've led fellows to the Lord who were real

prison tough guys —- cussing and violating the rules, and wouldn't have anything to do with
church or God," he noted.

He shared Christ with thenm, the& made commitments, and he was able to help them in Bible
study. "I even helped them through some tough times, family problems, and times when their faith
wavered," he said. "They have come back to the Lord and found out that God forgives. That's an

important lesson for them to learn, especially in prison, because it's a real pressure-cooker
environment."

He feels his ministry is rewardi ng, evey 1if he can only affect two or three lives. "You
don't know how many fasilies wial mot bsahrfected by crime by their being affected by Jesus
Christ," he said. RO SIRNRCY (o v PP .
,—.\”.. '{‘ "':n.
Donaldson was a correctional officer at the institute before he attended New Orleans
Seminary and returned as a chaplain. "God used the whole experience to show me I had something

to offer them -- Christ. Even as a correctional officer, I could show them what Christ meant in
my life."

For the couple with common degrees, goals and dreams, their lives are bound by their faith
in Christ and their desire to share the good news with others.

—=30--

Figures released on offering - Baptist Press
taken during WMU celebration 6/6/88

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)-.WMU "Centennial Celebration" participants in Richmond, Va., May 14,

-gave $58,654.,22 to the Tentennial Thank Offering, according to leaders of Southern Baptist
_Woman's Missionary Un&pn.‘

P e ,Mﬁ?vas collected from the more than 11,000 celebration participants, was
the final offering of the Centennial Thank Offering. S

The Centennial Thank Offering was established by the executive board of WMU as a way by
which individuals could contribute toward the debt retirement of the national WMU headquarters
building in Birmingham, and, at the same time, honor missions leaders and organizations.

WMU officials are continuing to receive offerings which were collected in associational and
state celebrations held in conjunction with the May 13-14 Centennial Celebration.

As of May 31, $925,210.51 had been contributed toward the retirement of the national

headquarters building debt. Cost for the porperty, building and furnishings totaled $8.6
million.
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