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Search  committee f o r  
CLC e x e c u t i v e  named By Dan Mar t in  and A 1  Shackleford 

NASHVILLE (BPI--A s e a r c h  committee t o  seek  a new e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission was named du r ing  a c losed-door ,  called meeting o f  the CLC executive 
commit t e e  June 3 .  

The committee a l s o  accepted  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  of  e x e c u t i v e  M .  Larry Baker, e f f e c t i v e  June 1 0 ,  
and named CLC s t a f f  member Robert Parham as  i n t e r i m  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  e f f e c t i v e  June 1 1 .  

I n  a news con fe r ence  fo l lowing  t h e  th ree-hour  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  CLC Chairman Fred Lackey 
s a i d  t h e  commit t e e  cons idered  f o u r  i t ems  : 

"We rece ived  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  D r .  Baker ,  e f f e c t i v e  June 10.  

"A s e a r c h  committee was named t h a t  w i l l  beg in  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  s ecu re  an execu t ive  
d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission. 

"The e x e c u t i v e  committee appoin ted  D r .  Parham t o  s e r v e  as i n t e r i m  execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  t o  work 
wi th  t h e  chairman of  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  committee t o  seek  t o  con t inue  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  of t h e  CLC. 

"We a l s o  cons ide red  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t a l s  and procedures  t h a t  a r e  germane t o  t h e  i n t e r i m  
pe r iod .  l1 

Lackey s a i d  t h e  s e a r c h  committee, on which he  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  an e x - o f f i c i o  member, is 
composed o f  members o f  t h e  execu t ive  committee, p l u s  two more members. 

Joe  Atchison,  d i r e c t o r  o f  m i s s ions  of Benton B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  i n  Rogers,  Ark., and v i c e  
chairman o f  t h e  CLC,  w i l l  be  chairman of t h e  s e a r c h  committee. Other  e x e c u t i v e  committee members 
t o  s e r v e  a r e  Rudy Yakym, a s tockb roke r  from South Bend, I n d . ,  and s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  CLC; 
Richard G.  E l k i n s ,  a land  deve lope r  from Albuquerque, N.M.; Larrey  Noia, a p r i v a t e  school  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  from Fountain Val ley ,  C a l i f . ;  and C. Nolan P h i l l i p s ,  p a s t o r  o f  Un ive r s i t y  B a p t i s t  
Church o f  Middle town, Ohio. 

Other  members a r e  Alma Ruth Morgan, a homemaker from B a r t l e s v i l l e ,  Okla.,  and Hal Lane, 
p a s t o r  o f  Eutawvi l le  (S.C. ) B a p t i s t  Church. Lackey s a i d ,  llAlma Ruth Morgan is  t h e  o l d e s t  female 
member (o f  t h e  CLC) with  t h e  excep t ion  o f  Mrs. ( V i r g i n i a )  Hendricks,  who a l s o  is from New Elexico. 
If she  had s e rved ,  we would have had two from New Mexico s i n c e  Dick ( E l k i n s )  is from t h e r e ,  and 
we d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  was a good idea .  

"Hal Lane comes from t h e  Eas t  Coas t ,  and r e  t r i e d  t o  g i v e  it a good geographica l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  

Lackey s a i d  he  could  n o t  say whether  t h e  committee would be ready wi th  a  recommendation a t  
t h e  time t h e  CLC meets i n  September. "It is my d e s i r e  t o  g e t  t h e  r i g h t  pe r son  as  soon as 
p o s s i b l e ,  bu t  n o t  t o  be  t o o  hasty," he s a i d .  

Atchison s a i d  t h e  committee probably  w i l l  meet "sometime du r ing  t h e  (Southern  B a p t i s t )  
convent ionw annua l  meet ing t o  de te rmine  i t s  procedure.  He added t h e  committee had n o t  been g iven  
any i n s t r u c t i o n  and had not  -- d i s c u s s e d  -- "even u n o f f i c i a l l y n  -- cand ida t e s .  

--more-- 
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Baker ,  who h a s  b e e n  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  h i s  v iews  o f  a b o r t i o n ,  t h e  r o l e  of  women and c a p i t a l  
punishment ,  h a s  been u n d e r  f i r e  s i n c e  h i s  16-13 e l e c t i o n  d u r i n g  a c a l l e d  mee t ing  o f  t h e  
commission i n  J a n u a r y  of  1987. He s u r v i v e d  a n  e f f o r t  t o  d i s m i s s  him a s  e x e c u t i v e  i n  September 
1987 on a 15-15 v o t e .  

Baker ,  i n  l a t e  May, announced h e  would a c c e p t  t h e  p a s t o r a t e  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  
P i n e v i l l e ,  La. It was wide ly  r e p o r t e d  h e  would o f f e r  J u l y  10 as a t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  i n  o r d e r  t o  
b e  a b l e  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  CLC d u r i n g  t h e  1988 a n n u a l  mee t ing  o f  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  
Convent ion s c h e d u l e d  J u n e  14- 16 ,  i n  San Anton io ,  Texas .  

I n  commenting o n  h i s  15-month t e n u r e ,  Baker  said: "I do n o t  r e g r e t  my d e c i s i o n  t o  come as  
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission. I b e l i e v e d  t h e n  and I b e l i e v e  now I o u g h t  
t o  h a v e  been  h e r e . "  

"His l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n  s a y s  t h e  l a s t  day h e  w i l l  be w i t h  t h e  commission is June  1 0 , "  
Lackey s a i d .  "1 r e c e i v e d  t h e  l e t t e r  some t ime  ago, and had a p p r i s e d  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  commit tee  of  
t h a t .  But t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  time we h a v e  met t o  a c t  o f f i c i a l l y  on i t . "  

Concerning h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  d a t e ,  a a k e r  s a i d ,  "1 r e s i g n e d  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  10 and n e g o t i a t e d  a t  
t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  board  members t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  d a t e .  It There  were l l s t i p u l a t i o n s  t 3 a t  i f  c e r t a i n  
a r rangements  were made, I would c o n c l u d e  J u n e  10 .  l1 

Baker d i d  n o t  c h o s e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  commi t tee  mee t ing .  "I felt t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  
would b e  f a c i l i a t e d  and enhanced were  t h e y  g i v e n  t o  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  w i t h o u t  
my p r e s e n c e , "  h e  s a i d .  The commi t tee  d i d  i n v i t e d  Parham i n t o  i t s  m e e t i n g  and met b r i e f l y  w i t h  
t h e  s t a f f  p r i o r  t o  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  news media t o  announce t h e  a c t i o n s .  

E l k i n s ,  who h a s  been  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a moderate  on t h e  CLC, s a i d  t h e  mee t ing  was "a 
housekeep ing  t y p e  o f  mee t ing  where t h e  day-to-day o p e r a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  were  d i s c u s s e d .  There  
was a b s o l u t e l y  no d i s c u s s i o n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  s e a r c h  commit tee ."  

There was,  E l k i n s  s a i d ,  w c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  naming o f  a n  i n t e r i m  e x e c u t i v e  
d i r e c t o r . "  He s a i d  " t h e r e  were d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p i n i o n  e x p r e s s e d ,  b u t  b a s i c a l l y  no c h a i r s  were 
thrown. lt L a t e r ,  E l k i n s  s a i d  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  Parham was "no t  unanimous. " 

Parham, 34,  h a s  Seen  on t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  CLC s i n c e  1985,  and is t h e  younges t  member o f  t h e  
s t a f f .  P r i o r  t o  j o i n i n g  t h e  CLC,  he  was p a s t o r  o f  Cego B a p t i s t  Church i n  Cego, Texas .  Ye h a s  a  
b a c h e l o r  I s  d e g r e e  from Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y ,  a master o f  d i v i n i t y  from Southern  a a p t i s t  
T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky . , and a d o c t o r a t e  from Baylor  U n i v e r s i t y ,  GJaco, Texas .  

Lackey said t h e  e x e c u t i v e  commi t tee  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  anyone n o t  c u r r e n t l y  on s t a f f  f o r  t h e  
i n t e r i m  appo in tment :  " O t h e r s  ( b e s i d e s  parham) were c o n s i d e r e d  and d i s c u s s e d .  He was n o t  t h e  
o n l y  one d i s c u s s e d ,  b u t  h e  was t h e  o n e  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  commit tee  a g r e e d  on." 

He added:  "We feel  D r .  Parham w i l l  b e  e f f e c t i v e  d u r i n g  t h i s  time. He is a very a r t i c u l a t e  
young man and one  t h a t  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  commi t tee  is v e r y  c o m f o r t a b l e  i n  working wi th .  We f e e l  he 
is v e r y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  t o t a l  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  t h e  CLC and wi l l .  have  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  s t a f f . "  

Lackey s a i d  t h e  commi t tee  d i s c u s s e d  " q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s k i l l s ,  e x p e r t i s e  and 
o r c h e s t r a t i n g  t h e  day-to-day o p e r a  t i o n .  " 

Asked a b o u t  Parham1s r e l a t i v e  i n e x p e r i e n c e ,  Lackey responded:  "We d i s c u s s e d  a d m i n i s t a t i v e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and day-to-day p r o c e d u r e s .  We f e e l  t h a t  w i t h  his c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  CLC and 
t h e  s u p p o r t  t h a t  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  commit tee  c a n  g i v e  him t h a t  h e  c a n  e f f e c t i v e l y  d o  this job."  

Parham, a f t e r  t h e  news c o n f e r e n c e ,  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were o n l y  s e v e n  days  d u r i n g  which t o  
e f f e c t  t r a n s i t i o n  from Baker ,  and s a i d  h e  l l c e r t a i n l y  h o p e s w  i t  c a n  b e  done harmoniously .  "The 
r e q u e s t  ( t o  b e  i n t e r i m  e x e c u t i v e )  was v e r y  u n a n t i c i p a t e d .  I hope t o  manage t h e  CLC s h i p  i n  s u c h  
a way t o  keep  i t  o f f  t h e  r e e f s  u n t i l  a n  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  is named." 

He added i n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  a f t e r  t h e  news c o n f e r e n c e  t h a t  he h o p e s  h e  and t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  CLC 
" w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be co-workers.  I d o  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  w i l l  be by 
c o n s e n s u s  wherever  p o s s i b l e . "  

--more-- 
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E l k i n s  s a i d :  "If L a r r y  Baker  had been g i v e n  t h e  u n f e t t e r e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  speak  and have  
peop le  l i s t e n  t o  h i s  c o n t e n t  and n o t  i d e n t i f y  him w i t h  one  g roup  o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  he  Could have  been 
a n  a r t i c u l a t e  and e f f e c t i v e  spokesman f o r  t h e  c o n v e n t i ~ n  f o r  many, many y e a r s  t o  come. 

"I am happy f o r  him and f o r  t h e  c h u r c h  where  h e  is g o i n g  because  'I: t h i n k  he  w i l l  d o  a n  
o u t s t a n d i n g  job as  p a s t o r .  I t h i n k  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  a s  a whole l o s t  a v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  spokesman." 

Baker  w i l l  b e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Conven t ion  as a messenger  o f  Immanuel B a p t i s t  
Church i n  N a s h v i l l e .  He n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission i n  t h e  
Book o f  R e p o r t s  is h i s  r e p o r t .  "It both d e s c r i b e s  and r e p o r t s  what  we h a v e  accomplished d u r i n g  
t h e  p a s t  y e a r , "  h e  s a i d .  

"1 have  been  a S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  a l l  o f  my l i f e ,  a S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r  f o r  30 y e a r s ,  
and 1 w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s p e a k  f o r  and a c t  on b e h a l f  o f  what  S o u t h e r n  R a p t i s t s  have s t o o d  f o r  o v e r  
t h e  y e a r s .  l1 

--30-- 

Vines h o s p i t a l i z e d  B a p t i s t  Press 
f o r  v i r a l  i n f e c t i o n  6/5/e8 

JACKSONVILLE, F l a .  ( 5 ~ ) - - J e r r y  Vines ,  c o - p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  J a c k s o n v i l l . e ,  
Fla., and a l i k e l y  nominee f o r  SBC p r e s i d e n t ,  s p e n t  f o u r  d a y s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t h i s  week f o r  a 
v i r a l  i n f e c t i o n  and a r o u t i n e  p h y s i c a l  e x a m h i a t i o n .  

Vines was a d m i t t e d  t o  S t .  Luke 's  H o s p i t a l  May 31 and r e l e a s e d  June  3. I n t e r v i e w e d  by 
t e l e p h o n e  from his h o s p i t a l  room j u s t  b e f o r e  h i s  re lease,  V i n e s  was asked  i f  h i s  i l l n e s s  would 
s low him down: "Goodness, no. I p l a n  t o  g o  j o g g i n g  i n  t h e  morning." 

Vines  s a i d  t h e  i l l n e s s  was n o t  s e r i o u s  and would n o t  p r e v e n t  him from b e i n g  nominated a s  
p r e s i d e n t  when t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Convent ion meets i n  San Anton io ,  Texas ,  J u n e  14-16, b u t  h e  
added n o  one  h a s  asked  h i s  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  nomina te  him y e t .  

-- 30-- 

Son o f  r e t i r e d  BWA exec  
d i e s  a f t e r  t r a n s p l a n t  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
6/6/88 

JACKSON, Miss. (BPI--Robert  S. Denny Jr. o f  P o r t  C h a r l o t t e ,  F l a . ,  t h e  s o n  o f  r e t i r e d  B a p t i s t  
World A l l i a n c e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  Rober t  S. Denny Sr .  o f  Or lando ,  d i e d  May 30 i n  Jackson ,  Miss., 
f o l l o w i n g  a n  u n s u c c e s s f u l  h e a r t - l u n g  t r a n s p l a n t .  He was 56. 

Denny s u f f e r e d  from a h e r e d i t a r y  d i s e a s e  similar t o  c y s t i c  f i b r o s i s .  He had a doub le  Lung 
t r a n s p l a n t  d u r i n g  a 12-hour p e r i o d  May 19-20, t h e n  a h e a r t - l u n g  t r a n s p l a n t  May 21. Death was 
caused  by i n f e c t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a h o s p i t a l  spokesman. 

Denny was a member o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church,  C h a r l o t t e  Harbor ,  Fla. S u r v i v o r s  i n c l u d e  h i s  
w i f e ,  S u e ,  two s o n s  and two  d a u g h t e r s ,  a s  well a s  his f a t h e r ,  who l i v e s  i n  Orlando.  

-..30-- 

D i v i s i o n  m u l t i p l i e s  m i s s i o n s  t- Hb" B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
e f f o r t s  i n  Michigan c h u r c h  By Mark Wingf ie ld  6/6/88 

ANN ARBOR, Mich. (BPI--Southern B a p t i s t  home m i s s i o n a r y  J e f f  H o l t  i s  c o u n t i n g  on d i v i d e d  
l o y a l t i e s  t o  m u l t i p l y  his m i n i s  t r y .  

It may no t  sound like good math, b u t  Holt b e l i e v e s  i t  a d d s  up t o  good s t e w a r d s h i p  o f  
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s .  

H o l t  was r a i s e d  i n  F u l t o n ,  Mo., where S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  are  well e s t a b l i s h e d .  Now h e  is 
l e a r n i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  where S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  are small i n  number, 
ministers must  s t r e t c h  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  c o v e r  m u l t i p l e  m i n i s t r i e s .  

--more-- 
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He is c h a r g e d  w i t h  s t a r t i n g  a m i s s i o n  o f  a s p o n s o r i n g  c h u r c h  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  is  i n  a  ma o r  
expans ion  i t s e l f .  H i s  m i s s i o n  w i l l  b e g i n  mee t ing  a b o u t  t h e  same time Packard Road B a p t i s t  dhhurrch 
i n  Ann Arbor,  Mich., b r e a k s  ground f o r  a  new TOO-seat s a n c t u a r y .  

To compound t h a t  c h a l l e n g e ,  Holt a l s o  is B a p t i s t  S t u d e n t  Union d i r e c t o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Michigan and E a s t e r n  Michigan U n i v e r s i t y .  The two s c h o o l s  e n r o l l  more t h a n  60,000 s t u d e n t s .  

I r o n i c a l l y ,  when H o l t  g r a d u a t e d  from Southwes te rn  B a p t i s t  Theological .  Seminary i n  F o r t  
Worth, Texas ,  i n  1987, he s t a r t e d  l o o k i n g  f o r  a p o s i t i o n  just l i k e  t h i s .  He wanted t o  combine 
s t u d e n t  work and c h u r c h  p l a n t l n g  but t h o u g h t  t h a t  m i g h t  be i m p o s s i b l e .  

Meanwhile, l e a d e r s  of t h e  B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Convent ion o f  Michigan t h o u g h t  i t  would be 
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  f i n d  someone t o  f i l l  t h e i r  d u a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  s t u d e n t  work and church  p l a n t i n g .  

The two came t o g e t h e r  th rough  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Home Miss ion  Board,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  H o l t ' s  
appoin tment  a s  a  c h u r c h  p l a n t e r  a p p r e n t i c e .  

Ann Arbor i s  t h e  t h i r d  place i n  Michigsn where s t u d e n t  work and church  p l a n t i n g  have b e e n  
combined. Claude Roy, d i r e c t o r  of  c h u r c h  e x t e n s i o n  f o r  t h e  z a p t i s t  S ta te  Convent ion of  Y i c h i g m ,  
s a i d  p r e v i o u s  c o m b i n a t i o n s  i n  Big Ragids  and Lans ing  have  been s u c c e s s f u l .  

I n  Ann Arbor ,  Packard Road is t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  two Southern  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  f o r  a c i t y  o f  
108,000. The 200 people  who a t t e n d  e a c h  Sunday form a m u l t i - r a c i a l  c o n g r e g a t i o n  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  
cosmopol i t an  makeup o f  t h e  c i t y  and t he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Michigan. 

C l a r k  C o t h e r n ,  m i n i s t e r  of  music and e d u c a t i o n  a t  Packard Road, a d m i t s  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  t h e  
d u a l  c h u r c h  p r o j e c t s  is  n o t  i d e a l .  But h e  and P a s t o r  P a u l  Calmes h a v e  found unexpected b e n e f i t s  
i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  he  s a i d .  

"It 's a c t u a l l y  opened o u r  c h u r c h  t o  more m i s s i o n s  awareness , "  h e  s a i d .  "It could be a 
b l e s s i n g  i n  d i s g u i s e .  " 

Holt  works o u t  o f  a n  o f f i c e  a t  Packard Road and h o l d s  campus m e e t i n g s  i n  p u b l i c  rooms i n  
each  s c h o o l ' s  s t u d e n t  un ion .  

I n  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  i n  Ann Arbor ,  H o l t  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on s t u d e n t  work. It had been two y e a r s  
s i n c e  anyone had devoted  a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount o f  time t o  B a p t l s t  S t u d e n t  Union t h e r e ,  he s a i d .  

Now Holt h a s  c o r e  g r o u p s  a t  b o t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Michigan i n  Ann Arbor and E a s t e r n  
Michigan i n  nearby  Y p s i l a n t i .  

H i s  s t u d e n t  work now may b e  t h e  key t o  h i s  c h u r c h - s t a r t i n g  e f f o r t s .  The c o r e  group now 
meet ing  i n  a home B i b l e  s t u d y  is main ly  s i n g l e  young a d u l t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  from t h e  BSU. 

"My g o a l  is n o t  t o  have  a  s t u d e n t  church .  You c a n ' t  bui1.d a c h u r c h  j u s t  on s t u d e n t s , "  Hol t  
s a i d .  "But I ' m  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  p r o v i d i n g  s t u d e n t s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h e l p  s t a r t  a church."  

The young, we l l -educa ted  s i n g l e s  Hol t  h a s  e n l i s t e d  a s  a c o r e  g roup  should  i d e n t i f y  w e l l  w i t 3  
t h e  unchurched I n  Ann Arbor ,  he  s a i d .  The a v e r a g e  age o f  r e s i d e n t s  i s  25. Eore t h a n  50 p e r c e n t  
have  completed r o u r  y e a r s  o f  c o l l e g e .  

Beyond t h a t ,  H o l t  t h i n k s  s i n g l e s  h a v e  o t h e r  a d v a n t a g e s  f o r  c h u r c h  s t a r t i n g .  "They a r e  a n  
untapped r e s o u r c e  f o r  d o i n g  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  c h u r c h l H  he s a i d .  S i n g l e s  are e n e r g e t i c ,  c a p a b l e  and 
have more free time t h a n  c o u p l e s .  

T h i s  summer, H o l t  w i l l  be a s s i s t e d  by a seminary  worker ,  a summer m i s s i o n s  team and a group 
from a Tennessee church .  These v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  s u r v e y  t h e  community and conduc t  backyard B i b l e  
c l u b s .  A t  t h e  same time, o t h e r  v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  work a t  Packard Road c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  new 
s a n c t u a r y  . 

N e i t h e r  Holt, Cothern  or Calmes are o v e r l y  concerned  a b o u t  t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  p r o j e c t s .  They 
see t h i s  summer's work as  one  more way t o  m u l t i p l y  t h e i r  w i t n e s s  t h r o u g h  d i v i s i o n .  
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DonaLdsonsV 'I d o '  
means s h a r e d  m i n i s  t r y  

NEW ORLEANS (BPI--When t h e  Donaldsons  sa id  "1 d o , "  t h e y  d i d .  

They c h o s e  t h e  same c a r e e r ,  s h a r e d  t h e  same dream,  s t u d i e d  f o r  t h e i r  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e s  a t  t h e  
same t ime  and e v e n t u a l l y  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  d o c t o r a t e  d e g r e e s  t o g e t h e r  May 21  from New O r l e a n s  
B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary. 

g u t ,  most i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e y  b o t h  b e l i e v e  i n  1.eading o t h e r s  t o  C h r i s t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c o u n s e l i n g  
m i n i s  t r i e s .  

The Dona ldsons l  l o n g  y e a r s  o f  p u r s u i n g  d e g r e e s  are o v e r  now t h a t  they  b o t h  have  r e c e i v e d  
t h e i r  d o c t o r a t e s  i n  psycho logy  and c o u n s e l i n g .  But  i t  h a s  n o t  been  e a s y .  

"We've had some s t r a n g e  s c h e d u l e s .  I t h i n k  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  i t  was p o s s i b l e  ( f o r  b o t h  t o  
s t u d y  and work a t  t h e  same t i m e )  was t3a t  b o t h  o f  u s  were s t u d y i n g  i n  t h e  same area .  T h a t  hel.ped 
u s  p e r s e v e r e .  I t  w a s n ' t  always an  up s i t u a t i o n ;  w e  had u p s  and downs. 9 u t  because  we had common 
goal.s, we were ab le  t o  work toge the r , "  sa id  P a t r i c k  Donaldson o f  Lake V a r y ,  F l a .  

He i s  p r i s o n  c h a p l a i n  a t  C r o s s  City C o r r e c t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n  i n  C r o s s  City, F l a . ;  and his 
w i f e ,  Mary Be th  Williams Donaldson o f  S a n f o r d ,  F l a . ,  is s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  f o r  Dix ie  D i s t r i c t  
s c h o o l s  i n  C r o s s  C i t y .  T h e i r  dream is  t o  open a community c o u n s e l i n g  c e n t e r  t o g e t h e r .  

S i n c e  b o t h  h a v e  chosen  c o u n s e l i n g  f o r  t h e i r  m i n i s t r y ,  t h e y  use e a c h  o t h e r  a s  sound ing  
b o a r d s .  

!'We a s k  one a n o t h e r  f o r  a d v i c e  a b o u t  how t o  d e a l  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s , "  he s a i d .  ''We 
s e a r c h  one a n o t h e r  and f i n d  o u t  new i d e a s  on how t o  h e l p  peop le  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s . "  

The Donaldsons  a l s o  a r e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e i r  c h u r c h .  " I ' m  a b l e  t o  h e l p  my c h u r c h ,  even w h i l e  o u t  
m i n i s t e r i n g  i n  t h e  p r i s o n , "  h e  s a i d .  "1 d o n ' t  h a v e  any  qualms a t  al.1 i n  g i v i n g  back t o  them, 
h e l p i n g  i n  o u t r e a c h ,  c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g ,  because  t h e y  h e l p e d  s u p p o r t  me t h r o u g h  seminary t h r o u g h  t h e  
S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  C o o p e r a t i v e  Programv u n i f i e d  budge t .  

5 0 t h  f e e l  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  a t  New O r l e a n s  seminary  was a t remendous h e l p  i n  t h e i r  m i n i s t r i e s .  
"It h a s  h e l p e d  me as  fa r  a s  l e a r n i n g  from t h e  many y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s , "  h e  
s a i d .  "By l e a r n i n g  from t h e  p r o f e s s o r s ,  I d i d n ' t  have  t o  u s e  peop le  a s  a n  e x p e r i m e n t a l  ground.  
If you have  t o  l e a r n  u s i n g  p e o p l e ,  . , , you c o u l d  end up h u r t i n g  p e o p l e ,  and even t u r n i n g  them o f f  
t0  t h e  g o s p e l .  B u t  by u s i n g  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s '  ( e x p e r i e n c e ) ,  you c a n  a v o i d  a  l o t  of  t h a t . "  

Seminary a l s o  "helped me grow a s  a p e r s o n .  It h e l p e d  me t o  re la te  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e  b e t t e r .  
1 h a v e  more o f  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f o r  p e o p l e  , . . and r e a l i z e  t h a t  God l o v e s  them j u s t  a s  much a s  h e  
l o v e s  me. And t h a t ' s  h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  p r i s o n  s e t t i n g ,  b e c a u s e  knowing what  t h e  peop le  are t h e r e  
f o r ,  i t  would b e  e a s y  n o t  t o  l o v e  them. But  I c a n  Love them t h r o u g h  C h r i s t , "  h e  s a i d .  

She a l s o  h a s  had ample o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  implement wha t  s h e  h a s  l e a r n e d .  For  example ,  i n  t h e  
f a l l  o f  1987, '+some o f  o u r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s t u d e n t s  were  on a  s c h o o l  b u s  and had a n  a c c i d e n t ;  
s e v e r a l  d i e d .  The crisis c o u n s e l i n g  and some o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  I had had h e r e  ( a t  t h e  seminary)  
h e l p e d  me n o t  t o  b e  s c a r e d  o f  i t ,? '  s h e  s a i d .  

One f a m i l y  Mrs. Donaldson c o u n s e l e d  was very poor .  "She had n e v e r  been  t o  a h o s p i t a l  
b e f o r e ,  and when I went  t o  see them, t h e y  had saved  a l l  t h e  food on  t h e  t r a y  s o  t h e y  wouldn ' t  be 
w i t h o u t . "  

Through h e r  c o u n s e l i n g ,  many "doors  h a v e  been  opened ,"  and c h i l d r e n  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  
come t o  know Christ. 

She a l s o  h a s  m i n i s t e r e d  w i t h  h e r  husband i n  t h e  p r i s o n .  " l t l s  a way I c a n  f e e l  a c t i v e  i n  
his m i n i s t r y , "  she said. 

"Sometimes g u y s  w i l l  t e l l  h e r  t h i n g s  t h e y  d o n ' t  feel  c o m f o r t a b l e  t e l l i n g  me," s a i d  
Donaldson,  who a lso  has made sharing Christ a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  h i s  m i n i s t r y .  

--more -- 
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"There h a v e  been two o r  t h r e e  occasions where I ' v e  l e d  f e l l o w s  t o  t h e  Lord who were  rea l  
p r i s o n  t o u g h  g u y s  -- c u s s i n g  and v i o l a t i n g  t h e  r u l e s ,  and w o u l d n l t  have  a n y t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  
c h u r c h  or God," h e  n o t e d .  

He s h a r e d  C h r i s t  w i t h  them, t h e y  made commitments,  and h e  was a b l e  t o  h e l p  them i n  B i b l e  
s t u d y .  "I e v e n  h e l p e d  them t h r o u g h  some t o u g h  times, f a m i l y  problems,  and t i m e s  when t h e i r  f a i t h  
wavered,  h e  s a i d .  llThey h a v e  come back  t o  t h e  Lord and found o u t  t h a t  God f o r g i v e s .  T h a t ' s  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  l e s s o n  f o r  them t o  l e a r n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  p r i s o n ,  because i t ' s  a r e a l  p r e s s u r e - c o o k e r  
environment .  l1 

He f e e l s  h i s  m i n i s t r y  is r e w a r d i n g ,  e v e n  if h e  c a n  o n l y  a f f e c t  two o r  t h r e e  l i v e s .  "You 
don1 t know how many f a m i l i e s  w i l l  n o t  be a f f e c t e d  by crime by t h e i r  b e i n g  a f f e c t e d  by Jesus 
C h r i s t , "  h e  sa id .  

Donaldson was a c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t e  b e f o r e  he a t t e n d e d  New O r l e a n s  
Seminary and r e t u r n e d  a s  a c h a p l a i n .  "God u s e d  t h e  whole e x p e r i e n c e  t o  show me I had something 
t o  o f f e r  them -- C h r i s t .  Fven a s  a  c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r ,  I cou ld  show them what C h r i s t  meant i n  
my l i f e . "  

For  t h e  c o u p l e  w i t h  common d e g r e e s ,  g o a l s  and  dreams,  t h e l r  lives a r e  bound by t h e i r  f a i t h  
i n  C h r i s t  and t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  share t h e  good news w i t h  o t h e r s .  
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (9P)--lhW ? ? C e n t e n n i a l  C e l e b r a  t i o n v  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  Richmond, Va.,  May 1 4 ,  
gave $58,654.22 t o  t h e  C e n t e n n i a l  Thank O f f e r i n g ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  l e a d e r s  o f  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  
Woman's M i s s i o n a r y  Union. 

The o f f e r i n g ,  which was c o l l e c t e d  from t h e  more t h a n  11,000 c e l e b r a t i o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  was 
t h e  f i n a l  o f f e r i n g  o f  t h e  C e n t e n n i a l  Thank O f f e r i n g .  

The C e n t e n n i a l  Thank O f f e r i n g  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  e x e c u t i v e  board of WMU a s  a  way by 
which i n d i v i d u a l s  c o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  toward t h e  d e b t  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  WMU h e a d q u a r t e r s  
b u i l d i n g  i n  Birmingham, a n d ,  a t  t h e  same time, honor  m i s s i o n s  l e a d e r s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

WMU o f f i c i a l s  a re  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  o f f e r i n g s  which were c o l l e c t e d  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  and 
s ta te  c e l e b r a t i o n s  h e l d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  May 13-14 C e n t e n n i a l  C e l e b r a t i o n .  

As o f  May 3 1 ,  $925,210.51 had been c o n t r i b u t e d  toward t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  t he  n a t i o n a l  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  b u i l d i n g  d e b t .  Cos t  f o r  t h e  p o r p e r t y ,  b u i l - d i n g  and f u r n i s h i n g s  t o t a l e d  $8.6 
m i l l i o n .  
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Search  cornmit t e e  f o r  
CLC e x e c u t i v e  named By Dan Mar t in  and A 1  Shackleford  

NASHVILLE (BPI--A s e a r c h  committee t o  seek  a  new e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Comflission was named d u r i n g  a c losed-door ,  c a l l e d  meeting o f  t h e  CLC e x e c u t i v e  
committee June 3.  

The committee a l s o  accepted  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  of  e x e c u t i v e  N.  Lar ry  Baker,  e f f e c t i v e  June 1 0 ,  
and named CLC s t a f f  member Robert Parham a s  i n t e r i m  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  e f f e c t i v e  June 1 1 .  

I n  a news conference  fo l lowing  t h e  th ree-hour  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  CLC Chairman Fred Lackey 
s a i d  t h e  committee cons idered  f o u r  items : 

"We r ece ived  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  D r .  Baker ,  e f f e c t i v e  June 10.  

"A s e a r c h  committee was named t h a t  w i l l  begin as soon a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  s ecu re  an execu t ive  
d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission. 

"The e x e c u t i v e  committee appoin ted  D r .  Parham t o  s e r v e  as i n t e r i m  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  t o  work 
wi th  t h e  chairman o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  committee t o  seek t o  con t inue  t h e  p r s d u c t i v i t y  of t h e  CLC. 

"We a l s o  cons idered  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t a l s  and procedures  t h a t  a r e  germane t o  t h e  i n t e r i m  
per iod .  " 

Lackey s a i d  t h e  s e a r c h  committee, on which he w i l l  s e r v e  a s  an e x - o f f i c i o  member, is 
composed o f  members of  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  committee,  p l u s  two more members. 

Joe  Atchison,  d i r e c t o r  of mi s s ions  of  Benton B a p t i s t  Assoc i a t i on  i n  Rogers, Ark., and v i c e  
chairman o f  t h e  CLC,  wil l .  be chairman o f  t h e  s e a r c h  committee. Other  execu t ive  committee members 
t o  s e r v e  a r e  Rudy Yakym, a s tockb roke r  from South Bend, I nd . ,  and s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  CLC; 
Richard G.  E l k i n s ,  a land deve lope r  from Albuquerque, N.M.; Larrey  Noia, a p r i v a t e  school  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  from Fountain Val ley ,  C a l i f .  ; and C.  Nolan P h i l l i p s ,  p a s t o r  o f  Un ive r s i t y  B a p t i s t  
Church o f  Middletown, Ohio. 

Other  members are Alma Ruth Morgan, a homemaker from B a r t l e s v i l l e ,  Okla.,  and Hal Lane, 
p a s t o r  o f  Eutawvi l le  (S.C. ) B a p t i s t  Church. Lackey s a i d ,  tvALma Ruth Morgan is  t h e  o l d e s t  female 
member ( o f  t h e  CLC) with  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  Mrs. ( V i r g i n i a )  Hendricks,  who a l so  is from New Yexico. 
If she  had s e rved ,  we would have had two from New Mexico s i n c e  Dick ( ~ l k i n s )  is from t h e r e ,  and 
we d i d  n o t  t h i n k  tha t  was a good idea .  

"Hal Lane comes from t h e  Eas t  Coas t ,  and we t r i e d  t o  g i v e  i t  a good geographica l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  " 

I Lackey said he could  n o t  say whether  t h e  committee would be ready wi th  a recommendation a t  
t h e  time the  CLC meets i n  September. "It is my d e s i r e  t o  g e t  t h e  r i g h t  person  as soon as 

I possible, bu t  n o t  t o  be too  h a s t y ,  h e  s a i d .  

Atchison s a i d  t h e  committee probably  w i l l  meet nsometirne du r ing  t h e  (Southern  B a p t i s t )  
convent ionvv annual meeting t o  de te rmine  i ts  procedure.  He added t h e  committee had n o t  been g iven  
any i n s t r u c t i o n  and had n o t  -- d i s c u s s e d  -- "even u n o f f i c  

-"-more-- goYllBW ~mVmfllC0 
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Baker, who has been c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  h i s  'views of  abor t ion ,  the  r o l e  of women and c a p i t a l  
punishment, has been under f i r e  s i n c e  h i s  16-13 e l e c t i o n  during a c a l l e d  meeting of the  
commission i n  January of 1987. He survived an e f f o r t  t o  d i s m i s s  him as  executive i n  September 
1987 on a  15-15 vote. 

Baker, i n  l a t e  May, announced he would accept t h e  pas to ra te  of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church of  
P i n e v i l l e ,  La. It was widely reported he would o f f e r  July 10 a s  a  termination da te  i n  order t o  
be ab le  t o  present  t h e  repor t  of  the  CLC dur ing the  1988 annual meeting of the Southern Bap t i s t  
Convention scheduled June 14- 1 6 ,  i n  San Antonio, Texas. 

In  commenting on h i s  15-month tenure ,  Baker s a i d :  "I do not r e g r e t  my decis ion t o  come a s  
executive d i r e c t o r  of the  Chr i s t i an  Life  Commission. I believed then and I bel ieve  now I ought 
t o  have been here." 

" H i s  l e t t e r  of r e s igna t ion  says  t h e  l a s t  day he w i l l  be w i t h  t h e  commission is  June 10,"  
Lackey sa id .  "1 received t h e  l e t t e r  some time ago, and had apprised t h e  executive committee of 
t h a t .  B u t  t h i s  is  t h e  f i r s t  time we have met t o  a c t  o f f i c i a l l y  on i t . "  

Concerning h i s  r e s igna t ion  d a t e ,  aaker  s a i d ,  "I resigned e f f e c t i v e  July 10 and negotiated a t  
the i n i t i a t i o n  of  board members the  conclusion date. ! '  There were " s t i p u l a t i o n s  t 5 a t  i f  c e r t a i n  
arrangements were made, I would conclude June 10." 

Baker d id  not  chose t o  a t t end  t h e  execut ive  committee meeting. "I f e l t  the  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  
would be f a c i l i a t e d  and enhanced were they given t o  opportunity t o  conduct t h e i r  bus iness  without 
my presence," he sa id .  The committee d i d  inv i t ed  Parham i n t o  i t s  meeting and met b r i e f l y  w i t h  
the  s t a f f  p r i o r  t o  meeting with t h e  news media t o  announce the  ac t ions .  

Elkins ,  who has been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a moderate on the  CLC, sa id  the  meeting was "a 
housekeeping type o f  meeting where the  day-to-day opera t iona l  ques t ions  were discussed. There 
was absolute ly  no discuss ion i n  regard t o  the  a c t i v i t i e s  of  the  search committee." 

There was, Elkins  s a i d ,  "considerable d iscuss ion on t h e  naming of an in ter im executive 
d i r e c t o r . "  He s a i d  " there  were d i f fe rences  of opinion expressed,  but  b a s i c a l l y  no c h a i r s  were 
thrown." La te r ,  Elkins  s a i d  the  choice of Parham was "not unanimous." 

Parham, 34,  has been on t h e  s t a f f  o f  the CLC s i n c e  1985, and is the  youngest member of the 
s t a f f .  P r i o r  t o  jo ining t h e  C L C ,  he was p a s t o r  of Cego Bap t i s t  Church i n  Cego, Texas. Ye has a 
bachelor 's  degree from George town Univers i ty ,  a master of  d i v i n i t y  from Southern B a p t i s t  
Theological Seminary, L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky., and a  doctora te  from Baylor Universi ty,  Waco, Texas. 

Lackey sa id  the  execut ive  committee d i d  not  consider  anyone not  cu r ren t ly  on s t a f f  f o r  t h e  
in ter im appointment: "Others (bes ides  Parham) were considered and discussed.  He was not the  
only one discussed,  bu t  he was the  one the  execut ive  committee agreed on." 

He added: ?'We f e e l  D r .  Parham w i l l  be e f f e c t i v e  during t h i s  time. He is a  very a r t i c u l a t e  
young man and one t h a t  t h e  execut ive  committee is very comfortable i n  working with. We f e e l  he 
i s  very s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  t o t a l  assignment o f  the  CLC and w i l l  have the  support  of the  s t a f f , "  

Lackey sa id  the  committee discussed wqua l iP ica t ions ,  administrative s k i l l s ,  exper t i se  and 
o rches t ra t ing  the  day-to-day operation.  

Asked about Parham's r e l a t i v e  inexperience,  Lackey responded: "We discussed adminis t a t i v e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and day-to-day procedures. We f e e l  t h a t  with h i s  connection with the  CLC and 
the  support  t h a t  t h e  execut ive  committee can g ive  him t h a t  he can e f f e c t i v e l y  do t h i s  job." 

Parham, a f t e r  t h e  news conference,  agreed t h a t  the re  were only seven days during which t o  
e f f e c t  t r a n s i t i o n  from Baker, and sa id  he "ce r t a in ly  hopesw i t  can be done harmoniously. "The 
request  ( t o  be in te r im execut ive)  was very unant ic ipated.  I hope t o  manage the CLC ship in such 
a way t o  keep i t  o f f  t h e  r e e f s  u n t i l  an execut ive  d i r e c t o r  is named." 

He added i n  an in terview a f t e r  t h e  news conference t h a t  he hopes h e  and t h e  staff o f  the CLC 
" w i l l  continue t o  be co-workers. I do a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  decision-making process w i l l  be by 
consensus wherever poss ible .  " 

--more-- 
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Elkins s a i d :  !'If Larry  Baker had'been g iven  t h e  u n f e t t e r e d  oppor tun i ty  t o  speak and have 
people l i s t e n  t o  h i s  c o n t e n t  and n o t  i d e n t i f y  him wi th  one group o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  he could have been 
an a r t i c u l a t e  and e f f e c t i v e  spokesman f o r  t h e  convent ion  f o r  many, many y e a r s  t o  come. 

"I am happy f o r  him and f o r  t h e  church where he is going  because 1 t h i n k  he w i l l  do an 
ou t s t and ing  job as p a s t o r .  I t h i n k  t h e  convent ion  as  a whole l o s t  a very  e f f e c t i v e  spokesman.l1 

Baker w i l l  be  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention a s  a messenger o f  Immanuel B a p t i s t  
Church i n  Nashv i l l e ,  He noted t h a t  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission i n  t h e  
Book of  Reports  i s  h i s  r e p o r t .  "It both d e s c r i b e s  and r e p o r t s  what we have accomplished du r ing  
the pas t  y e a r , n  he  said.  

"I have been a Southern B a p t i s t  a l l  of  my l i f e ,  a Southern B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r  f o r  30 y e a r s ,  
and I w i l l  con t inue  t o  speak  f o r  and a c t  on beha l f  o f  what Southern Rapt i s  ts have s tood  f o r  ove r  
t h e  years .n  

--30-- 

Vines h o s p i t a l i z e d  
f o r  v i r a l  i n f e c t i o n  

gap t is t Press 
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JACKSONVILLE, Fla .  (BPI--Jerry Vines,  co-pas tor  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  JacksonviLl.e, 
Fla., and a l i k e l y  nominee f o r  SBC p r e s i d e n t ,  s p e n t  f o u r  days  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t h i s  week f o r  a 
v i r a l  i n f e c t i o n  and a r o u t i n e  p h y s i c a l  examinia t ion .  

Vines was admi t ted  t o  S t .  Luke's Hosp i t a l  May 31 and r e l e a s e d  June 3 .  In te rv iewed by 
te lephone  from h i s  h o s p i t a l  room j u s t  before  h i s  r e l e a s e ,  Vines was asked i f  h i s  i l l n e s s  would 
slow him down: "Goodness, no. I p l a n  t o  go jogging i n  t h e  marning.ll 

Vines said t h e  i l l n e s s  was n o t  s e r i o u s  and would n o t  p reven t  him from be ing  nominated as  
p r e s i d e n t  when t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention meets  i n  San Antonio, Texas, June 14-16, bu t  he 
added no one h a s  asked h i s  permiss ion  t o  nominate him y e t .  -- 30-- 

Son o f  r e t i r e d  BWA exec 
d i e s  a f t e r  t r a n s p l a n t  

B a p t i s t  P F ~  ss 
6/6/88 

JACKSON, Miss. (SP)--Robert S. Denny Jr. o f  P o r t  C h a r l o t t e ,  F l a . ,  t h e  son o f  r e t i r e d  B a p t i s t  
World A l l i a n c e  Executive D i r e c t o r  Robert S. Denny S r .  o f  Orlando, d ied  May 30 i n  Jackson,  Miss., 
fo l lowing  a n  unsuccessf 'ul  hea r t - l ung  t r a n s p l a n t .  He was 46. 

Denny s u f f e r e d  from a h e r e d i t a r y  d i s e a s e  s i m i l a r  t o  c y s t i c  f i b r o s i s .  He had a double lung 
t r a n s p l a n t  du r ing  a 12-hour period May 19-20, t h e n  a hea r t - l ung  t r a n s p l a n t  May 2 1 . Death was 
caused by i n f e c t i o n ,  accord ing  t o  a h o s p i t a l  spokesman. 

Denny was a member o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, C h a r l o t t e  Harbor, F la .  Su rv ivo r s  i nc lude  h i s  
w i f e ,  Sue,  two s o n s  and two daugh te r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  f a t h e r ,  who l i v e s  i n  Orlando. 

--30.,- 

Div i s ion  m u l t i p l i e s  mi s s ions  
e f f o r t s  i n  Michigan church By Mark Wingfield 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
6/6/88 

ANN A R B O R ,  Mich. (BPI--southern B a p t i s t  home miss ionary  Jeff Holt  is count ing  on d iv ided  
l o y a l t i e s  t o  mu l t i p ly  h i s  min i s t ry .  

It may n o t  sound l i k e  good math, but  Holt believes i t  a d d s  up t o  good s tewardship  o f  
denominat ional  r e sou rces .  

Hol t  was r a i s e d  i n  Ful ton ,  Mo., where Southern  B a p t i s t s  a r e  well e s t a b l i s h e d .  Now he is 
l e a r n i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  United S t a t e s ,  where Southern B a p t i s t s  a r e  small i n  number, 
m i n i s t e r s  must s t r e t c h  themselves t o  cover  mu l t i p l e  m i n i s t r i e s .  

--&ore-- 
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He is charged wi th  s t a r t i n g  a miss ion  o,f a sponso r ing  church t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  is i n  a  ma o r  
expansion i t s e l f .  H i s  miss ion  w i l l  begin meeting abou t  t h e  same time Packard Road B a p t i s t  i hu rch  
i n  Ann Arbor, Mich., b r eaks  ground f o r  a  new 500-seat  s anc tua ry .  

To compound t h a t  c h a l l e n g e ,  Holt  a l s o  is B a p t i s t  S tuden t  Union d i r e c t o r  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of 
Michigan and Eas t e rn  Michigan Un ive r s i t y .  The two s c h o o l s  e n r o l l  more t han  60,000 s tuden t s .  

I r o n i c a l l y ,  when Holt  g raduated  from Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  Fo r t  
Worth, Texas, i n  1987, he s t a r t e d  looking  f o r  a p o s i t i o n  j u s t  l i k e  t h i s .  He wanted t o  combine 
s t u d e n t  work and church p l a n t i n g  b u t  thought  t h a t  might be  impossible .  

Meanwhile, l e a d e r s  of  t h e  B a p t i s t  S t a t e  Convention o f  Michigan thought  i t  would be 
impossible  t o  f i nd  someone t o  fill t h e i r  d u a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  s t u d e n t  work and church p l an t ing .  

The two came t o g e t h e r  through t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board, r e s u l t i n g  i n  H o l t t s  
appointment a s  a church p l a n t e r  app ren t i ce .  

Ann Arbor is t h e  t h i r d  p l a c e  i n  Michigan where s t u d e n t  work and church planting have been 
combined. Claude Roy, d i r e c t o r  O F  church ex t ens ion  f o r  t h e  a a p t i s t  S t a t e  Convention o f  Michigan,  
s a i d  previous  combina t ions  i n  Big Rapids and Lansing have been s u c c e s s f u l .  

I n  Ann Arbor, Packard Road is  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  two Southern B a p t i s t  churches  f o r  a c i t y  o f  
108,000. The 200 people who a t t e n d  each Sunday form a m u l t i - r a c i a l  congrega t ion  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  
cosmopoli tan makeup o f  t h e  c i t y  and t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Michigan. 

Clark Cothern,  m i n i s t e r  of  music and educa t ion  a t  Packard Road, admi ts  t h e  t iming  o f  t h e  
d u a l  church p r o j e c t s  i s  n o t  i d e a l .  S u t  he and P a s t o r  Pau l  Calmes have found unexpected b e n e f i t s  
i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  he s a i d .  

"Itls a c t u a l l y  opened o u r  church t o  more mi s s ions  awareness,ll  he s a i d .  "It could be a  
b l e s s i n g  i n  d i s g u i s e .  

Holt works o u t  o f  an  o f f i c e  a t  Packard Road and holds caripus meet ings  i n  p u b l i c  rooms i n  
each s c h o o l l s  s t u d e n t  union.  

I n  h i s  first y e a r  i n  Ann Arbor, Holt  concen t r a t ed  on s t u d e n t  work. It had been two y e a r s  
s i n c e  anyone had devoted a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount of time t o  B a p t i s t  S tuden t  Union t h e r e ,  ha s a i d .  

Now Holt  h a s  c o r e  groups  a t  bo th  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Michigan i n  Ann Arbor and Eas t e rn  
Michigan i n  nearby Ypsi lan ti. 

H i s  s t u d e n t  work now may be t h e  key t o  h i s  c h u r c h - s t a r t i n g  e f f o r t s .  The co re  group now 
meeting i n  a  home B ib l e  s tudy  is mainly s i n g l e  young a d u l t s ,  i nc lud ing  s e v e r a l  from t h e  BSU. 

"My g o a l  is n o t  t o  have a s t u d e n t  church.  You c a n ' t  bui1.d a church j u s t  on s t u d e n t s ,  l1 Holt  
s a i d .  "But I ' m  e x c i t e d  about  p rov id ing  s t u d e n t s  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  he lp  s t a r t  a church. lt 

The young, well-educated s i n g l e s  Holt  h a s  e n l i s t e d  a s  a  co re  group should i d e n t i f y  wel l  wi th  
t h e  unchurched i n  Ann Arbor, he said. The average  age  o f  r e s i d e n t s  i s  25. Hore t han  50 pe rcen t  
have completed f o u r  years of  c o l l e g e .  

Beyond t h a t ,  Hol t  thinks s i n g l e s  have  o t h e r  advantages  f o r  church s t a r t i n g .  "They a r e  an 
untapped r e s o u r c e  f o r  do ing  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  church ,"  h e  s a i d .  S i n g l e s  a r e  e n e r g e t i c ,  capable  and 
have more f r e e  t ime t h a n  couples .  

T h i s  summer, Holt w i l l  be a s s i s t e d  by a seminary worker, a summer mi s s ions  team and a group 
from a Tennessee church ,  These v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  survey  t h e  community and conduct  backyard B ib l e  
clubs. A t  t h e  same time, other  v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  work a t  Packard Road c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  new 
sane  tua ry  . 

Nei the r  Ho l t ,  Coth rn o r  Calmes a r e  ove r ly  concerned about  t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  p r o j e c t s .  They 

I 
see t h i s  summer's work as one more way t o  multiply t h e i r  w i t n e s s  through d i v i s i o n .  

--3o-- 
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BY ~ r e e n a  Kent Pa ine  

B a p t i s t  Press 

NEW ORLEANS (BPI--When t h e  Donaldsons s a i d  "1 do ,  t hey  d id .  

They chose t h e  same c a r e e r ,  shared  t h e  same dream, s t u d i e d  f o r  t h e i r  mas t e r ' s  degrees  a t  t h e  
same t ime and e v e n t u a l l y  r ece ived  t h e i r  d o c t o r a t e  d e g r e e s  t o g e t h e r  May 21 from Mew Orleans  
B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary. 

g u t ,  most impor t an t ,  they  both  b e l i e v e  i n  1-eading o t h e r s  t o  C h r i s t  through t h e i r  counselLng 
minis  t r i e s .  

The DonaLdsons' l o n g  y e a r s  of  pursu ing  deg rees  a r e  ove r  now t h a t  t hey  both have rece ived  
t h e i r  d o c t o r a t e s  i n  psychology and counse l ing .  But i t  h a s  n o t  been easy .  

llWelve had some s t r a n g e  schedules .  I t h i n k  t h e  on ly  reason i t  was p o s s i b l e  ( f o r  both t o  
s tudy  and work a t  t h e  same time) was t h a t  bo th  o f  u s  were s tudying  i n  t h e  same area.  T h a t  helped 
u s  persevere .  I t  wasn' t  always an  up s i t u a t i o n ;  we had u p s  and downs. Sut because we had common 
goal.3, we were ab le  t o  work toge the r , lT  said P a t r i c k  Donaldson of  Lako Mary, Fla .  

He is p r i s o n  c h a p l a i n  a t  Cross Ci ty  C o r r e c t i o n a l  X n s t i t u t i o n  i n  Cross C i t y ,  F l a . ;  and h i s  
w i f e ,  Mary Beth Williams Donaldson o f  Sanford ,  F l a . ,  is schoo l  p sycho log i s t  f o r  Dixie D i s t r i c t  
s choo l s  i n  Cross C i ty .  T h e i r  dream is t o  open a community counse l ing  c e n t e r  t oge the r .  

S ince  bo th  have chosen counse l ing  for  t h e i r  m i n i s t r y ,  they use each o t h e r  as  sounding 
boards.  

"We a s k  one a n o t h e r  f o r  adv ice  abou t  how t o  d e a l  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s , l q  he s a i d .  ''We 
sea rch  one a n o t h e r  and f i n d  o u t  new i d e a s  on how t o  h e l p  people i n  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s . "  

The Donaldsons a l s o  a r e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e i r  church.  ltIfrn a b l e  t o  he lp  my church,  even while  o u t  
m i n i s t e r i n g  i n  t h e  p r i s o n , "  he s a i d .  "1 d o n ' t  have any qualms a t  a l l  i n  g i v i n g  back t o  them, 
he lp ing  i n  ou t r each ,  church t r a i n i n g ,  because they  he lped  suppor t  me through seminary through t h e  
Southern B a p t i s t  Cooperat ive Program1' u n i f i e d  budget .  

Both f e e l  t h e i r  educa t ion  a t  New Or l eans  Seminary was a tremendous h e l p  i n  t h e i r  m i n i s t r i e s .  
"It h a s  helped me a s  f a r  a s  l e a r n i n g  from t h e  many y e a r s  o f  expe r i ence  of t h e  p r o f e s s o r s , "  he 
s a i d .  "By l e a r n i n g  from t h e  p r o f e s s o r s ,  I d i d n ' t  have t o  use people a s  an  exper imenta l  ground. 
If you have t o  l e a r n  u s i n g  people,  . . . you could  end up h u r t i n g  people ,  and even t u r n i n g  them o f f  
t o  t h e  gospe l .  B u t  by u s i n g  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s f  ( expe r i ence ) ,  you can  avoid a l o t  o f  t h a t . "  

Seminary a l s o  "helped me grow as  a person. It he lped  me t o  r e l a t e  t o  o t h e r  people b e t t e r .  
I have more o f  an unders tanding  f o r  people . . . and r e a l i z e  t h a t  God Loves them j u s t  a s  much a s  he 
l o v e s  me. And t h a t f $  h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  p r i s o n  s e t t i n g ,  because knowing what t h e  people a r e  t h e r e  
f o r ,  i t  would be ea sy  n o t  t o  l o v e  them. But I can l o v e  them through C h r i s t , "  he  s a i d .  

She a l s o  h a s  had ample o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  implement what s h e  h a s  learned .  For  example, i n  t h e  
f a l l  o f  1987, llsome o f  o u r  s p e c i a l  educa t ion  s t u d e n t s  were on a  s choo l  bus  and had an a c c i d e n t ;  
s e v e r a l  d i ed .  The crisis counse l ing  and some of t h e  expe r i ences  I had had here  ( a t  t h e  seminary) 
helped me n o t  t o  be scared of it," s h e  s a i d ,  

One family Mrs. Donaldson counseled was very poor. "She had never  been t o  a  h o s p i t a l  
b e f o r e ,  and when I went t o  see them, they  had saved a l l  t h e  food on t h e  t r a y  so they  wouldn't  be 
without ."  

Through h e r  counse l ing ,  many "doors  have  been opened,lt and c h i l d r e n  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  have 
come t o  know C h r i s t .  

She a l s o  h a s  ministered w i t h  h e r  husband i n  t h e  p r i s o n .  "1t1s a way I can  f e e l  act ive i n  
h i s  minis  t r y ,  s h e  s a i d .  

"Sometimes guys w i l l  t e l l  h e r  t h i n g s  t hey  don ' t  f e l  comfor tab le  t e l l i n g  me , "  said 
Donaldson, who alsro has made sharing C h r i s t  an impor tan t  p a r t  o f  h i s  min i s t ry .  

-more-- 
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"There have been two o r  t h r e e  ocCapiona where I ' v e  l e d  f e l lows  t o  t h e  Lord who were r e a l  
p r i son  tough guys -- cussing and v i o l a t i n i  th'e r u l e s ,  and wouldn't have anyth ing  t o  d o  wi th  
ohurch o r  God," h e  noted. 

He shared  C h r i s t  w i t h  them, they  made commitments, and he was a b l e  t o  he lp  them i n  Bible  
s tudy.  "I even he lped  them through some tough times, family problems, and times when t h e i r  f a i t h  
wavered," he  s a i d .  "They have come back t o  t h e  Lord and found o u t  t h a t  God forg ives .  That ' s  an 
important  l e s s o n  for  them to l e a r n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  p r i s o n ,  because it ls a real pressure-cooker 
environment. 

He f e e l s  h i s  m i n i s t r y  is rewardipg qveg i f  he can  only affect  two or t h r e e  lives. "You 
don ' t  know how many fq&liea%d&f i;bk e a $ ! T e c ~  by crime by t h e i r  being a f f e c t e d  by Je sus  
C h r i s t ,  he s a i d .  I : . . 

" - 0  " Zr. -:.; . '. . 
Donaldson was a c b r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t e  before he  a t t ended  New Orleans  

Seminary and r e  turned as a chapla in .  "God used t h e  whole exper ience  t o  show me 1 had some th ing  
t o  o f f e r  them -- C h r i s t .  Sven a s  a c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r ,  Z could show them what C h r i s t  meant in 
my l i f e . "  

For t h e  couple wi th  common degrees ,  g o a l s  and dreams, t h e i r  l i v e s  are bound by t h e i r  f a i t h  
i n  C h r i s t  and t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  s h a r e  t h e  good news wi th  others.  

--3o-- 

Figures  r e l eased  on o f f e r i n g  B a p t i s t  Press 
taken du r ing  HMU e e l s b r a t i o n  6/6/88 

BLmZNGRAM, Ala. [BPa--WhW V e n t e n n i a l  Celebra t i o n w  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  Richmond, Va., May 14 ,  
gave $58,654.22 t o  the: Cen tenn ia l  Thank Of fe r ing ,  according  t o  l e a d e r s  o f  Southern B a p t i s t  

, .Woman's Missionary vn6&n. 
L .  

, T!v2+0f~4ritkg*~%f$&~ wps c o l l e c t e d  from t h e  more than  11,000 c e l e b r a t i o n  participmta, was 
t h e  final o f f e r i n g  of the Centennia l  Thank Offering.  

The Centennia l  Thank Of fe r ing  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  execut ive  board o f  Wrm as  a way by 
which i n d i v i d u a l s  could c o n t r i b u t e  toward t h e  d e b t  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  the n a t i o n a l  WMU headqua r t e r s  
bu i ld ing  i n  Birmingham, and,  a t  t h e  saw! time, honor mis s ions  l e a d e r s  and organiza  tiona. 

WMU o f f i c i a l s  are con t inu ing  t o  r e c e i v e  o f f e r i n g s  which were c o l l e c t e d  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  and 
s t a t e  o e l e b r a t i o n s  h e l d  i n  con func t ion  wi th  t h e  May 13-14 Centennia l  Celebra t ion .  

As of May 31,  $925,210.5 1 had been c o n t r i b u t e d  toward t h e  r e t i r emen t  oE t h e  n a t i o n a l  
headquar ters  b u i l d i n g  debt. Cost f o r  t h e  po rpe r ty ,  buil.ding and f u r n i s h i n g s  t o t a l e d  $8.6 
mi l l ion .  

--30-- 
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