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SBC having ' c r i s i s  
O f  s p i r i t : '  F u l l e r  By Dan Martin 

ROANOKE,  Va. @PI--The Southern Bap t i s t  Convention is  "in a  c r i s i s  of s p i r i t , "  Charles 
F u l l e r ,  chairman of  the  SBC Peace Committee, said.  

F u l l e r ,  who has headed the  22-member c r i s i s  r e so lu t ion  committee s ince  i t  was created i n  
1985, issued a  s ta tement  t o  Bap t i s t  Press on the  s t a t e  of the SBC i n  advance of the annual 
meeting, scheduled i n  Henry B .  Gonzalez Convention Center i n  San Antonio, Texas, June 14-16. 

The committee, which presented i ts  f i n a l  report  a t  the  1987 annual meeting i n  St .  Louis, 
w i l l  r e p o r t  t o  the  San Antonio convention on its new assignment of "observing the responses of 
a l l  agencies ,  o f f i c e r s  and o the r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  the recommendations . . . i n  an e f f o r t  t o  
encourage compliance and f o s t e r  harmonious working re la t ionsh ips  among a l l  segments of our 
Bap t i s t  family. " 

I n  i s su ing  h i s  s ta tement ,  F u l l e r  noted he "cannot speak f o r  the Peace Committee, but I speak 
I f o r  myself. To be s u r e ,  my perspect ive  is t h a t  oi the Peace Committee chairman, but my remarks 
. a r e  not  t o  be considered a s  conclusions of the committee." 

He added he has attempted t o  keep f a i t h  with h i s  statement t h a t  the committee would not be 
"a super committee o r  watchdog," and s o  has had " l i t t l e  t o  say about what I s e e  as v i o l a t i o n s  of 
those ac t ions .  

"But I f e e l  some s p e c i f i c  observat ions  a r e  needful in  the face of the accelera t ion of 
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  and t h e  c loseness  of the convention i n  San Antonio," he sa id .  

F u l l e r ,  who f o r  more than a q u a r t e r  century has been pas tor  of F i r s t  Bapt is t  Church of 
Roanoke, Va., and who has  held a number of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  the  Bap t i s t  General Association of 
Virginia and the  SBC p r i o r  t o  h i s  e l e c t i o n  a s  cha i rmn of the Peace Committee, said: 

"I am aware t h a t  ind iv idua l  conscience is prized among Southern Bap t i s t s  and majority 
opinion does not always determine r i g h t  over wrong. But I am s t ruck with the  number of u s  who 
seem t o  f e e l  convention a c t i o n  means l i t t l e  i f  one does not agree with t h e  decision. 

"I recognize the l i m i t s  of convention action.  Local churches a r e  not  bound by i t ,  and 
ind iv idua l s  a r e  f r e e  t o  d isagree .  But what does cooperation mean among u s  i f  we intend t o  
cooperate only with t h a t  with which we agree? 

"Certainly,  the re  is  a  p lace  f o r  the  so-called ' loyal  opposit ion, '  but j u s t  as the re  a r e  
some theo log ica l  parameters among us ,  the re  are  some p o l i t i c a l  and behavioral ones as well." 

F u l l e r  continued by saying he personally believes Ifthe Peace Committee repor t ,  adopted by 
the  convention, can work, but not  if we work against  i t ,  o r  work around it o r  work t o  accomplish 
goals  o the r  than t h e  ones i t  proposes." 

"In my opinion,  we a r e  i n  a  c r i s i s  of  s p i r i t .  There have begun a l t e r a t i o n s  of our 
theological  course.  Now, I f e e l  the re  needs t o  be an a l t e r a t i o n  t o  the course of our s p i r i t .  
Chari ty is  not a theo log ica l  t e n e t ;  i t  is  an evidence of c o n v e r ~ i o n . ' ~  

In  deal ing with t h e  i s s u e s ,  F u l l e r  a l s o  d e a l t  with spec i f i c s :  

"Recommendation V I ,  adopted by l a s t  yea r ' s  convention, c a l l s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  ac t ions  by  
requesting e f f o r t s  t o  d e p o l i t i c i z e  our s i tua t ion .  , 
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"An appropr ia te  response t o  those requests  is not, '1 w i l l  i f  he does1 o r  'We won't i f  they 
don ' t . '  To be su re ,  t h e  convention a c t i o n  was t o  ' request1 the  discontinuance of heavy p o l i t i c s ,  
b u t  t h a t ' s  where t h e  s p i r i t ,  more than t h e  l e t t e r ,  is c ruc ia l .  

"In my opinion,  the re  have been many v io la t ions  of t h i s  area  of convention action.  The 
v io la t ions  a r e  t o  be found on both s i d e s  of our controversy, sometimes on l e v e l s  which a r e  not  i n  
the h ighest  p r o f i l e  . " 

Among the s p e c i f i c s  he c i t e d :  

-- "There have been meetings t h i s  year  i n  North Carolina, Georgia, Texas, New Mexico and 
o the r  p laces ,  where the  purpose had p o l i t i c a l  ends o r  were perceived a s  such. 

-- "I know Brig. Gen. T.C. Pinckney of Alexandria, Va., t o  be a genuine Chr is t ian ,  but h i s  
mailouts i n  Virginia I s e e  a s  a break with the request of the convention, (Pinckney, a r e t i r e d  
Air Force o f f i c e r ,  mailed l e t t e r s  t o  Virginia pas tors  concerning wcontrolv o f  the s t a t e  
convention and t h e  placement of conservat ive  pas to r s  i n  p u l p i t s  around the  s t a t e .  ) 

-- "Likewise, I s e e  the  use of mail ing lists by a publication such a s  SBC Cause a s  another 
v io la t ion .  (SBC Cause -1s a new magazine published i n  Jacksonvil le,  F la . ,  and widely perceived as  
a p o l i t i c a l  promotional p iece  f o r  a p o t e n t i a l  conservative p res iden t i a l  candidate of the SBC.) 

-- "In my opinion,  a b l a t a n t  v i o l a t i o n  is seen i n  the  mailout of Struggle fo r  the  Bap t i s t  
Soul i n  May of t h i s  year.  (The brochure was included i n  a mailing from moderate leader W. h'infred 
Moore of  Amarillo, Texas, supporting the  moderate cause. ) 

-- "Although some of the s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers have made good-faith e f f o r t s  t o  abide by 
the recommendations of the convention, o t h e r s  have i n s i s t e d  on the continued use of l a b e l s ,  which 
is a v i o l a t i o n  of the convention ac t ion .  (The convention recommended cessat ion of use of such 
terms a s  "modera te-conservativet '  and "fundamental-conservative," as well a s  o ther  terms. 

-- "SBC Today uses the  inflammatory reference,  lfundamentalists; '  t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  
Advocate uses the i n  temperate term 'rnoderate/liberal. ' 

F u l l e r  a l s o  referenced 'involvement of denominational employees i n  the  controversy by saying : 
"There can be no quest ion t h a t  anyone has  the  r i g h t  t o  speak out, but when a denominational 
executive o r  e l ec ted  l eader  does i t ,  he o r  she must consider t h e  proportions of d ivis iveness  
which a r e  prompted. This k i n d  of s e n s i t i v i t y  we need i n  a ' c r i s i s  of  s p i r i t . ' "  

He a l s o  commented on a recommendation designed t o  help the SBC Pastors '  Conference and SBC 
Forum "get  together."  

"The correspondence 7: have i n d i c a t e s  an approach of the SBC Forum t o  the Pastors '  
Conference. The pos i t ion  of  the  Pas tors1  Conference is: 'You l e f t  us. You a r e  welcome t o  
re turn . '  The Peace Committee's i n t e n t  was not the disbanding of one group o r  the  o f f i c i a l  
wedding of two. We f e l t  they could undertake something together which we mutually embrace. I ,  
personal ly ,  s t i l l  th ink such is poss ib le ,  perhaps i n  jo in t ly  sponsoring a g r e a t  evangel is t ic  
r a l l y  i n  t h e  convention c i t y .  

F u l l e r  concluded h i s  statement by saying: 

"In the  public domain, the re  is what i s  known a s  a ' c i t i z e n ' s  a r r e s t .  ' Perhaps a 
s a n c t i f i e d  vers ion of t h a t  i s  Southern Bap t i s t s '  bes t  hope. No committee can, o r  should, pol ice  
the  s p i r i t  and a t t i t u d e s  of our denominational family, but individual  Bapt is ts  can refuse  t o  
al low fe l low Bap t i s t s  t o  g e t  by with a s p i r i t  which is  s o  c lose  t o  the  emotions i t  is not a good 
judge of  i t s  own in ten t ions .  

"Southern B a p t i s t s  need t o  become our own answer t o  t h i s  c r i s i s  of s p i r i t .  There w i l l  be a 
p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e s t  i n  San Antonio. We cannot s top tha t .  Hhat we can do is  provide a s p i r i t  i n  
our p o l i t i c s  which w i l l  favorably astound t h e  world we seek t o  win t o  Christ." 

--30-- 



PAC p a n s  c h i l d c a r e  b i l l ,  
P r a i s e s  fund ing  p r o c e s s  

WASHINGTON (BPI--Southern B a p t i s t s '  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee c r i t i c i z e d  a  f e d e r a l  c h i l d c a r e  
b i l l .  and p r a i s e d  t h e  new f u n d i n g  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  
d u r i n g  1 ts s p r i n g  m e e t i n g  May 19-20 i n  Washington. 

The PAC c o m p r i s e s  t h e  SBC1s d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee, a  Washington-based 
c h u r c h - s t a t e  agency r e p r e s e n t i n g  n i n e  B a p t i s t  denominaions.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  d u t i e s  on t h e  
BJC, t h e  PAC is  empowered t o  ac t  on S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  mot ions  or r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  BJC c a n n o t  
a n d / o r  d o e s  n o t  s u p p o r t .  T h i r t e e n  o f  t h e  PAC's 17 members a t t e n d e d  t h e  meeting. 

The PAC unanimously r a t i f i e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  e x p r e s s i n g  i t s  unequivocal o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Dodd- 
K i l d e e  B i l l ,  which would p r o v i d e  f e d e r a l  s u b s i d i e s  f o r  q u a l i f i e d  working mothers  who p l a c e  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  i n  c h i l d  c a r e .  

The r e s o l u t i o n  c l a i m e d  t h e  b i l l  i s  " b l a t a n t l y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y "  a g a i n s t  mothers  who s t a y  home 
t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  and f a m i l i e s  whose c h i l d r e n  are tended by f r i e n d s ,  r e l a t i v e s  o r  
n e i g h b o r s .  Tt a l s o  n o t e d  t h e  b i l l  is v o u t r a g e o u s l y  a n t i - r e l i g i o u s "  i n  t h a t  i t  would impose 
s e c u l a r  day c a r e  on c h i l d r e n  by d i s a l l o w i n g  t h e  government s u b s i d i e s  t o  church  d a y c a r e  c e n t e r s  
u n l e s s  t h e y  comply w i t h  numerous r e g u l a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u r r e n d e r i n g  tbe i r  r i g h t  t o  t e a c h  
r e l i g i o n .  

Some PAC members c r i t i c i z e d  a n  a r t i c l e  on t h e  b i l l  w r i t t e n  by BJC Genera l  Counsel  O l i v e r  S. 
Thomas, s a y i n g  h e  e n d o r s e d  t h e  b i l l .  However, Thomas s a i d ,  a t  t h e  time of  h i s  w r i t i n g ,  Dodd- 
K i l d e e  was t h e  o n l y  c h i l d c a r e  b i l l  t h a t  was b e i n g  s e r i o u s l y  cons ide red ,  and h i s  i n t e n t  was t o  
s t r e s s  t h e  need f o r  s t r o n g  c h u r c h - s t a t e  p r o v i s i o n s  i f  i t  were t o  be  enac ted .  

BJC E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  James M. Dunn s a i d  t h e  PAC1 r e s o l u t i o n  on Dodd-Kildee was o u t  o f  
l i n e .  '?The P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee a g a i n  presumes t o .  speak  f o r  Southern B a p t i s t s  w i t h o u t  
a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  r e s e a r c h  o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  a g e n c i e s  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  
s u c h  m a t t e r s  by S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s , "  he  s a i d .  

"The PAC d e f i e s  t h e  e x p l i c i t  d i r e c t i o n s  of l a s t  y e a r ' s  Southern B a p t i s t  Convent ion,  ' t o  t a k e  
a c t i o n s  on mot ions  and r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  the Sou thern  B a p t i s t  C o n v e n t i ~ n , ' ~  s i n c e  t h e  SBC d i d  n o t  
ac t  on Dodd-Kildee o r  o t h e r  c h i l d c a r e  b i l l s ,  he s a i d .  "And it v i o l a t e s  t h e  c l e a r  i n s t r u c t i o n  of  
l a s t  y e a r 1  s c o n v e n t i o n  ' t o  c o o r d i n a t e  i ts  work th rough  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee. ' 

The PAC's r e s o l u t i o n  llcornmending t h e  (SBC) E x e c u t i v e  Committeen fo r  t h e  new PAC/BJC 
b u d g e t i n g  p r o c e d u r e  is a l m o s t  a word-for-word r e c i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Execut ive  Committee 's  d e c i s i o n  on 
t h e  m a t t e r .  I t  i n s t r u c t s  t h a t  t h e  B J C t s  b u d g e t  r e q u e s t  from t h e  conven t ion  b e  made t h r o u g h  t h e  
PAC t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Committee,  t h a t  t h e  PAC c a n n o t  a l t e r  t h e  BJC r e q u e s t ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  PAC may 
o f f e r  recommendations on t h e  BJC r e q u e s t .  

The PAC's mot ion a d d i t i o n a l l y  s p e l l s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  PAC u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  BJC must work th rough  
t h e  PAC " a t  e v e r y  s t e p  o f  t h e  b u d g e t i n g  p r o c e s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e p o r t s ,  p r o j e c t i o n s  and r e q u e s t s  
made i n  September ,  November and J a n u a r y .  It a l s o  a s k s  t h e  BJC t o  inform t h e  PAC Itas t o  i t s  
b u d g e t  d i s c u s s i o n s  and d e c i s i o n s  i n  a t i m e l y  and ongoing fash ion . "  

The PAC mot ion  was needed b e c a u s e  "it had been  d i f f i c u l t  for some t o  a c c e p t  t h e  PAC's 
.. i budge ta ry  c o n c e r n s  a t  f a c e  v a l u e , "  s a i d  Richard Land, a PAC member from Dallas. "1 f e l t  t h e r e  

? was a p e r c e p t i o n  we j u s t  wanted t o  g e t  t h e  money and keep them ( t h e  BJC) from g e t t i n g  i t ,  and 
t h a t ' s  n o t  t r u e . "  

The new p r o c e d u r e  " w i l l  g i v e  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  have budget  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  J o i n t  
Committee and w i l l  give  u s  i n p u t  i n t o  a p r o c e s s  from which many o f  u s  f e l t  t o t a l l y  exc luded  
b e f o r e ,  lt Land s a i d .  

Among t h e  o t h e r  a c t i o n s :  

-- PAC Chairman Samuel T. C u r r i n ,  a s ta te  judge from Rale igh ,  N.C., and Roy Gean, an 
a t t o r n e y  from F o r t  Smi th ,  Ark.,  were a s k e d  t o  meet w i t h  SBC Execut ive  Committee a t t o r n e y  James P. 
Guen ther  r e g a r d i n g  G u e n t h e r ' s  l e g a l  a p i n i o n  t h a t  PAC members are t r u s t e e s  of t h e  BJC.  

--more-- 
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That opinion,  issued following an PAC request l a s t  f a l l ,  implied PAC members a r e  BJC 
t r u s t e e s ,  s ince  the  SBC1s Cooperative Program budget cannot be a l located t o  support any e n t i t y  
f o r  which the  SBC does not  e l e c t  t r u s t e e s .  

However, some PAC members have been concerned about t h a t  s t a t u s . .  Since together the PAC 
only comprises one-third of  the  BJC membership, they have s a i d ,  they may be legal ly  accountable 
f o r  BJC  a c t i o n s  over which they had no control .  

-- C u r r i n  and Gean a l s o  w i l l  s tudy the  BJCts procedure fo r  f i l i n g  l e g a l  b r i e f s  and o f f e r  
poss ible  suggestions f o r  change. The a c t i o n  arose following discussion of a friend-of-the-court 
b r i e f  f i l e d  by the  BJCts Thomas on behalf  of a l l  BJC member bodies opposing a portion of  the  1981 
Adolescent Family Life  Act t h a t  provides federa l  subsidies  f o r  churches and other  r e l i g i o u s  
organizat ions  t o  promote sexual  morali ty.  

Opponents of  the BJC b r i e f  charged t h a t  i t  does not represent  the opinions of most Southern 
B a p t i s t s  and  t h a t  the a c t  is  b e n e f i c i a l .  They said churches can properly receive federa l  funds 
to  support the  programs. 

While Thomas commended churches f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  encourage teen c h a s t i t y ,  his b r i e f  
maintains churches,  through the  nature  of t h e i r  being and the  environment of t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
cannot separa te  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  from moral teaching. Further,  t o  receive federa l  funds f o r  
church-sponsored programs involves  intermingling of church and s t a t e ,  it adds. 

-- Three PAC members w i l l  funct ion a s  a subcommittee t o  oversee operation of the PAC's 
exh ib i t  a t  the  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention annual meeting June 14-16 i n  San Antonio. The meeting 
w i l l  f ea tu re  two church-state e x h i b i t s :  , the  PAC's, which is allowed by SBC bylaws because the 
PAC i s  the  SBC e n t i t y  assigned t o  address church-state i ssues ;  and the  BJC's, which was allowed 
an e x h i b i t  under the auspices  of  the  PAC. 

I 

Early d iscuss ion of  the  i s s u e  centered on whether the  BJC  i s  t o  have its own exhibi t  or  t o  
share the  PACts space. The i n i t i a l  d r a f t  of a motion c l a r i f y i n g  operation of the exhibi t  s t a t e d  
"no mate r i a l  (by  e i t h e r  the  PAC o r  the  BJC) may be d i s t r ibu ted  without the express consentM of  
the e x h i b i t  subcommittee. But when members learned the BJC had been allowed i t s  own e x h i b i t ,  the  

, motion was amended t o  urge the  BJC s t a f f '  t o  meet voluntar i ly  with the  PAC subcommittee t o  
coordinate e x h i b i t  ma te r i a l s .  

Thomas E. P r a t t ,  a  pas to r  from Brighton,  Colo., and chairman of the subcommittee, to ld  
Bap t i s t  Press :  "We have no i n t e n t i o n  of contacting them ( t h e  BJC) regarding what they w i l l  
d i s t r i b u t e  i n  t h e i r  booth. . . . If they choose t o  contact  u s ,  t h a t  is fine." 

-- PAC members voted 16-1 t o  d e f e a t  a motion requesting the SBC Executive Committee t o  
reverse i ts  decis ion not  t o  ask Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  consider dissolving the convention's 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and  f i n a n c i a l  t i e s  t o  the  BJC. 

The PAC voted 8-4 l a s t  f a l l  t o  request  the d issolut ion of t i e s .  But the  Executive 
Committee, through which the  request  was channeled, declined t o  a c t  on the  proposal. 

Some Southern B a p t i s t s  have been c r i t i c a l  of the BJC, s t a t i n g  the Washington agency is too 
l i b e r a l  and h a s  not  represented t h e i r  church-state views t o  lawmakers, the administrat ion and the  
cour t s .  The o r i g i n a l  PAC motion t o  d i s so lve  t i e s  grew out  of some PAC members' f r u s t r a t i o n  with 
accoun tab i l i ty  -- the  BJC s t a f f ' s  accoun tab i l i ty  t o  them and t h e i r  own a b i l i t y  t o  be accountable 
t o  Southern B a p t i s t s  while represent ing a minority posi t ion on the  54-member BJC board. 

PAC members who argued a g a i n s t  the  l a tes t  motion t o  seek d i s so lu t ion  expressed the  d e s i r e  
not  t o  counter the  Executive Committee and t o  continue t o  seek the  teamwork the  Executive 
Commit t e e  encouraged. 

-- The PAC r e f e r r e d  t o  i t s  long-range planning and policy subcommittee two matters. F i r s t ,  
the subcommittee is  t o  study the  need t o  rev i se  the PAC's convention program statement, which 
de f ines  the  scope and nature  of  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  

--more-- 
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It a l s o  is  t o  s t u d y  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  fund ing  a " l e g a l  advocacyw r o l e  f o r  bo th  t h e  PAC and 
BJC. T h a t  would i n v o l v e  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  s i z e  o f  t he  l e g a l  s t a f f  and budget  t o  e n a b l e  a t t o r n e y s  t o  
g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  more cases t o  " r e c o v e r  t h e  r ea l  and p e r c e i v e d  l o s s e s  t o  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y , "  
e x p l a i n e d  PAC member J.I. Ginnings  o f  Wich i ta  F a l l s ,  Texas. 

-- The PAC a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  BJC s t a f f ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  o v e r r i d e  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  v e t o  o f  
t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  R e s t o r a t i o n  Ac t ,  a l s o  known a s  t h e  Grove C i t y  B i l l .  Some PAC members, who 
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  v e t o ,  e x p r e s s e d  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  w i t h  a " f a c t  s h e e t n  on t h e  b i l l  produced 
by t h e  B J C  s t a f f .  

They s a i d  t h e  " f a c t  s h e e t t 1  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n f l u e n c i n g  lawmakers t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l ,  
which a t  l e a s t  two o f  them c a l l e d  " t h e  worst encroachment on r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y "  i n  a t  least  a  
g e n e r a t i o n .  S t a f f  members c o n t e n d e d ,  however,  t h a t  t h e  p a p e r  was i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  n e u t r a l  and o n l y  
answered ,  a s  f a c t u a l l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  q u e s t i o n s  abou t  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  had been asked o f  t h e  s t a f f  
d u r i n g  r e p e a t e d  phone c a l l s .  

The commit tee  had "a good two-day m e e t i n g , "  b u t  d i s s e n s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  Grove C i t y  B i l l  
"caused a  l o t  o f  h e a r t a c h e , "  PAC Chairman C u r r i n  t o l d  B a p t i s t  Press. nWithout .  t h e  Grove C i t y  
a c t i o n ,  we cou ld  have  had a c o n s t r u c  t l v e  d ia logue . "  

C u r r i n  e x p r e s s e d  "extreme d i s p l e a s u r e "  w i t h  t h e  way t h e  BJC s t a f f  handled t h e  Grove C i t y  
o r d e a l :  Itour commit tee  f e e l s  t h e y  l o b b i e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  and they  a r e  n o t  b e i n g  c a n d i d ,  and t h e y  
p layed  a key r o l e  i n  o v e r r i d i n g  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  v e t o .  ... A m a j o r i t y  of o u r  committee members 
f e e l  we c a n n o t  t r u s t  them. I t ' s  h a r d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t h a t  k ind  o f  climate.ll 

S p e a k e r s  who a d d r e s s e d  t h e  PAC i n  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  mee t ings  were Sen. J e s s e  Helms, R-N.C.;  J a c k  
Clay t o n ,  Washington r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  American A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C h r i s  t i a n  Schools ;  Bob Dugan, 
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  E v a n g e l i c a l s  o f f i c e  o f  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s ;  co lumnis t  Ca l  
Thomas; Gary L. Bauer ,  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  U.S. p r e s i d e n t  f o r  p o l i c y  development;  H. Robert  Showers,  
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  J u s t i c e  Depar tment ' s  o b s c e n i t y  enforcement  u n i t ;  Rober t  W, Sweet,  
depu ty  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Domestic P o l i c y  Counc i l ;  and C a r l  A. Anderson, v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  
f o r  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  K n i g h t s  o f  Columbus. 

SBC B a p t i s t s  t o  p rev iew Las Vegas 
During San Antonio c o n v e n t i o n  By Joe  Westbury 5/25/88 

ATLANTA (BP )--Messengers a t  t e n d i n g  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Convention a n n u a l  rnee t i n g  i n  San 
Anton io ,  Texas ,  J u n e  14-16,  w i l l  g e t  a s n e a k  preview of t h e  denominat ion 's  n e x t  conven t ion  s i t e  
and o f  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e a c h  Las  Vegas,  Nev., f o r  C h r i s t .  

The S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Home Miss ion  Board w i l l  s p o n s o r  an e x h i b i t  i n  San Antonio 's  Henry B.  
Gonzalez Convent ion C e n t e r  t o  t e  11 p e o p l e  a b o u t  the denominat ion 's  m i n i s  t r y  i n  Nevada and 
i n  Las  Vegas ,  where t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  w i l l  meet June  13-15, 1989. 

Bobby S u n d e r l a n d ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  b o a r d ' s  d i r e c t  evangel ism d i v i s i o n ,  s a i d  t h e  booth w i l l  b e  
t h e  f i r s t  s p o t l i g h t  t h e  A t l a n t a - b a s e d  agency has p u t  on a n  upcoming conven t ion  c i t y .  The 
d i s p l a y  w i l l  b e  co-sponsored by t h e  Nevada B a p t i s t  Convention and Sou thern  Nevada B a p t i s t  
Assoc ia  t i o n .  

The boo th  w i l l  s e e k  " t o  m o t i v a t e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  t o  become invo lved  i n  s o u l  winning i n  t h e  
s t a t e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n , "  Sunder land  e x p l a i n e d .  The d i s p l a y  w i l l  be  near t h e  board ' s  
own b o o t h .  

llLas Vegas,  w i t h  n e a r l y  700 ,000  r e s i d e n t s ,  is one of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f a s t e s t - g r o w i n g  cites.  It 
is  t h e  o n l y  c i t y  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  where t h e  phone book is p r i n t e d  twice a y e a r  t o  keep up wi th  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e ,  l1 Sunder land  added. 

The boo th  w i l l  f e a t u r e  a 10-minute v i d e o  t h a t  w i l l  be shown on t h e  h a l f  h o u r ,  as well a s  
p r i n t e d  material on S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  m i n i s t r y  i n  t h e  c i t y  and state. Three  p r i v a t e  c o u n s e l i n g  
rooms w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  where i n d i v i d u a l s  can v o l u n t e e r  f o r  a v a r i e t y  of e v a n g e l i s t i c  endeavors  
p lanned  f o r  t h e  area. 

--more-- 
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On a s t a t e w i d e  b a s i s ,  s i m u l t a n e o u s  r e v i v a l - s ,  S c r i p t u r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  and s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  25 
church- type  m i s s i o n s  are some o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  p lanned  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1989 SBC meet ing.  The main 
e v a n g e l i s t i c  emphasis  w i l l  b e  t h e  r e v i v a l s ,  which w i l l  b e  a p i l o t  for t h e  "Here's Hope. 
J e s u s  Cares f o r  You" n a t i o n a l  r e v i v a l s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1990. - 

For  Las  Vegas,  e v a n g e l i s t i c  p l a n s  i n c l u d e  a door-to-door canvas  o f  t h e  c i t y  t o  i d e n t i f y  
p r o s p e c t i v e  c h u r c h  members and d i s t r i b u t e  s c r i p t u r e .  

Each name i n  t h e  Las  Vegas t e l e p h o n e  d i r e c t o r y  w i l l  b e  mai led t o  v o l u n t e e r s  who w i l l  p r a y  
f o r  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l .  A mass e v a n g e l i s t i c  r a l l y  w i l l  be h e l d  t h e  weekend p r i o r  t o  t h e  
c o n v e n t i o n  s e s s i o n ,  Sunder land  s a i d .  

P a s t o r s ,  e v a n g e l i s t s  and l a y p e o p l e  a r e  b e i n g  r e c r u i t e d  f o r  t h e  Nevada e v a n g e l i s t i c  t h r u s t .  
Sunder land hopes  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a b o o s t  from peop le  who v i s i t  t h e  booth i n  San Antonio.  -- 30-- 

Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Cambod l 1 a n s  
C e l e b r a t e  15 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  

DALLAS (RP ) - - F i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  m i n i s  t r y  t o  Cambodians i n  t h e  TJnited S t a t e s  
w i l l  be c e l e b r a t e d  June  1 2 ,  a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  San Antonio,  Texas. 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church w i l l  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  i ts  p i o n e e r i n g  r o l e  i n  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  home 
m i s s i o n  o u t r e a c h  t o  A s i a n s ,  s a i d  Sok Doeung, Cambodian c a t a l y t i c  miss ionary  f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t  
Genera l  Conven t ion  o f  Texas .  The c h u r c h  began an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Sunday s c h o o l  c l a s s  15 y e a r s  ago  
f o r  Cambodians s t u d y i n g  a t  t h e  n e a r b y  Lackland Air F o r c e  Base language s c h o o l .  

Oscar  Romo, l anguage  m i s s i o n s  d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board,  is  
s l a t e d  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  k e y n o t e  a d d r e s s .  The r e c o g p i t i o n  s e r v i c e  w i l l  be h e l d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a n n u a l  
s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Conven t ion ,  J u n e  14-16,  i n  San Antonio. 

The a n n i v e r s a r y  program a l s o  w i l l  i n c l u d e  Cambodian music,  a s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  and 
t e s t i m o n i e s  o f  Cambodian B a p t i s t s ,  m i s s i o n s  v o l u n t e e r s  and workers  i n  refugee rese t t l e r n e n t ,  
s a i d  R.B. Cooper ,  m i n i s t e r  o f  C h r i s t i a n  s o c i a l  m i n i s t r i e s  a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church. 

--3o-- 

High c o u r t  t o  rev iew r e v e r s a l  
Of c h i l d  pornography c o n v i c t i o n  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
5/25/88 

WASHINGTON (BPI--The U.S. Supreme Cour t  w i l l  r e v i e w  a lower c o u r t ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  
c o n v i c t i o n  o f  a  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  man s e n t  t o  p r i s o n  f o r  t a k i n g  p a r t i a l l y  nude pho tographs  o f  h i s  14- 
yea r -o ld  s t e p d a u g h t e r .  

Al though a  t r i a l  c o u r t  i n  1985 c o n v i c t e d  Douglas Oakes of v i o l a t i n g  a 14assachuse t t s  law 
banning t h e  d e p i c t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  18 i n  s t a g e s  of  p a r t i a l  o r  t o t a l  n u d i t y ,  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
h i g h e s t  c o u r t  r e v e r s e d  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n .  Oakes had been s e n t e n c e d  t o  a 10-year p r i s o n  t e r m ,  t h e  
minimum c a l l e d  f o r  u n d e r  t h e  law. 

I n  i t s  4-3 d e c i s i o n  l a s t  F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Cour t  s t r u c k  down t h e  
law as o v e r l y  b road .  Pho tography ,  t h e  p a n e l  r u l e d ,  is a  form o f  e x p r e s s i o n  p r o t e c t e d  under  t h e  
F i r s t  Amendment. 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  James M. Shannon a p p e a l e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  h i g h  
c o u r t ,  a r g u i n g  c o u r t s  s h o u l d  s t r i k e  down laws as t o o  b r o a d  "only when i n f r i n g e m e n t s  on e x p r e s s i o n  
a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l . "  He a r g u e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  h i s  s t a t e  h a s  a "compelling i n t e r e s t  i n  p r e v e n t i n g  
c h i l d  s e x u a l  abuse .  l1 

I n  i ts  d e c i s i o n  r e v e r s i n g  Oakesl c o n v i c t i o n  and s t r i k i n g  down the law, t h e  lower  c o u r t  r u l e d  
t h e  s t a t u t e  as  w r i t t e n  would make p a r e n t s  who take i n n o c e n t  p i c t u r e s  of nude i n f a n t s  romping on 
t h e  beach  o r  posed on a r u g  l i a b l e  t o  c r i m i n a l  c h a r g e s .  

Oakest  a t t o r n e y ,  who asked t h e  Supreme Court  t o  uphold the  lower  d e c i s i o n ,  a rgued  h i s  c l i e n t  
took  t h e  c h a l l e n g e d  p h o t o g r a p h s  t o  h e l p  advance his s t e p d a u g h t e r ' s  modeling career. 

The c o u r t  w i l l  h e a r  a rguments  i n  t h e  case d u r i n g  i ts  1988-89 term beg inn ing  n e x t  October .  
--qn,, 



NATIONAL OFFlC 
3 SBC Executive Conmic. 

901 Commerce UT: 

I I BAPTIST PRESS Nashv~lle. Tennessee (615) 244-23: 372 

Alvln C Shackleford Dlrec' 
News Senice of the Southern Baptlst Convention Dan Manln News Edv 

Maw Knox, Feature €dl' 

BUREAUS 
ATLANTA Jim Newlon. Chret. 1350 Spnng St.. NW. ,  Arlanta. Ga 30367. Telephone (404) 873-4041 
DALLAS Thomas J. Brannon. Chret, 511 N. Ahard. Dallas. Texas 75201. Telephone (274) 720-0550 
NASHVILLE (Baptrst Sunday School Board) Lloyd T. Householder, Chref, 127 Ninrh Ave.. N .  Nashnlle. Tenn. 37234. Telephone (6151 251-2300 
RICHMOND (Foreign) Robert L. Stanley. Chief, 3806 Monument Ave.. R~chmond. Va. 23230. Telephone (804) 353-0151 
WASHINGTON Stan L. Hastey. Chrel. 200 Maryland Ave.. N.E.. Washingron. O C 20002. Telephone 12021 544-4226 

May 25, 1988 88-87 

SBC h a v i n g  ' c r i s i s  
Of s p i r i t :  ' F u l l e r  By Dan M a r t i n  

ROANOKE,  Va. (BP)- he S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Convent ion i s  " i n  a  c r i s i s  o f  s p i r i t , "  C h a r l e s  
F u l l e r ,  chairman o f  t h e  SBC Peace  Committee,  s a i d .  

Fu l . l e r ,  who h a s  headed t h e  22-member c r i s i s  r e s o l u t i o n  commit tee  s i n c e  i t  was c r e a t e d  i n  
1985, i s s u e d  a s t a t e m e n t  t o  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  on t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  SBC i n  advance o f  t h e  a n n u a l  
mee t ing ,  s c h e d u l e d  i n  Henry B .  Gonzalez Convent ion C e n t e r  i n  San Anton io ,  Texas ,  J u n e  14-16 .  

The commi t tee ,  which p r e s e n t e d  i t s  f i n a l  r e p o r t  a t  t h e  1987 a n n u a l  mee t ing  i n  S t .  L o u i s ,  
w i l l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  San Antonio c o n v e n t i o n  on i t s  new a s s i g n m e n t  o f  "obse rv ing  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  
a 1 1  a g e n c i e s ,  o f f i c e r s  and o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  t h e  recommendations . . . i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  
encourage  compl iance  and f o s t e r  harmonious  working r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among a l l  segments  o f  o u r  
B a p t i s t  f a m i l y . "  

f n  i s s u i n g  h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  F u l l e r  n o t e d  h e  "canno t  speak  f o r  t h e  Peace  Committee,  b u t  I speak 
To be s u r e ,  my p e r s p e c t i v e  is t h a t  o f  t h e  Peace Committee cha i rman ,  b u t  my remarks 

= a r e  n o t  t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  cornmittee.ll 

. @ F He added h e  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  keep f a i t h  w i t h  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  commit tee  would n o t  be 
p "a s u p e r  commit tee  o r  watchdog,"  and s o  h a s  had " l i t t l e  t o  s a y  a b o u t  what I s e e  a s  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  
tr t h o s e  a c t i o n s . "  

"But I f e e l  some s p e c i f i c  o b s e r v a t i o n s  are n e e d f u l  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  a c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  %; p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  and t h e  c l o s e n e s s  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  San Anton io , "  h e  s a i d .  

F u l l e r ,  who f o r  more t h a n  a  q u a r t e r  c e n t u r y  h a s  been  p a s t o r  of  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  
-mRoanoke,  Va. ,  and who h a s  h e l d  a  number o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  B a p t i s t  Genera l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of 

& ,Q i rg in ia  and t h e  SBC p r i o r  t o  h i s  e l e c t i o n  as cha i rman  o f  t h e  Peace Committee,  s a i d :  

"I am aware  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c i e n c e  is p r i z e d  among S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  and m a j o r i t y  
o p i n i o n  d o e s  n o t  a lways  d e t e r m i n e  r i g h t  o v e r  wrong. But  I am s t r u c k  w i t h  t h e  number of u s  who 
seem t o  fee l  c o n v e n t i o n  a c t i o n  means l i t t l e  i f  one d o e s  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  d e c i s i o n .  

"I r e c o g n i z e  t h e  limits o f  c o n v e n t i o n  a c t i o n .  L o c a l  c h u r c h e s  a r e  n o t  bound by i t ,  and 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  f r e e  t o  d i s a g r e e ,  But what d o e s  c o o p e r a t i o n  mean among u s  if we i n t e n d  t o  
c o o p e r a t e  o n l y  w i t h  t h a t  w i t h  which we a g r e e ?  

" C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e r e  is a p l a c e  f o r  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ' l o y a l  o p p o s i t i o n , '  b u t  j u s t  a s  t h e r e  a r e  
some t h e o l o g i c a l  p a r a m e t e r s  among u s ,  t h e r e  are some p o l i t i c a l  and b e h a v i o r a l  o n e s  as wel l . "  

F u l l e r  c o n t i n u e d  by s a y i n g  h e  p e r s o n a l l y  b e l i e v e s  " t h e  Peace Committee r e p o r t ,  adop ted  by 
t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  c a n  work, b u t  n o t  i f  we work a g a i n s t  i t ,  o r  work around i t  o r  work t o  accomplish 
g o a l s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o n e s  i t  proposes . "  

" In  my o p i n i o n ,  we are i n  a c r i s i s  o f  s p i r i t .  T h e r e  have  begun a l t e r a t i o n s  o f  o u r  
t h e o l o g i c a l  c o u r s e .  Now, I f e e l  t h e r e  n e e d s  t o  be a n  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o u r s e  of o u r  s p i r i t .  
C h a r i t y  i s  n o t  a t h e o l o g i c a l  t e n e t ;  i t  is a n  e v i d e n c e  of c o n v e r s i o n . "  

I n  d e a l i n g  with the  i s s u e s ,  F u l l e r  also dea l t  w i t h  s p e c i f i c s :  

"Recommendation V I ,  adop ted  by last yearts c o n v e n t i o n ,  c a l l s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n s  by  
r e q u e s t i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  d e p o l i t i c i z e  o u r  s i t u a t i o n .  

--more-- 
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"An a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h o s e  r e q u e s t s  is n o t ,  ' I  will i f  h e  d o e s '  o r  'We won1 t i f  they  
d o n ' t .  ' To be s u r e ,  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  a c t i o n  was t o  ' r e q u e s t 1  t h e  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  heavy p o l i t i c s ,  
b u t  t h a t ' s  where t h e  s p i r i t ,  more t h a n  t h e  l e t t e r ,  is  c r u c i a l .  

" In  my o p i n i o n ,  t h e r e  have  been many v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  a r e a  o f  c o n v e n t i o n  a c t i o n .  The 
v i o l a t i o n s  a r e  t o  be found on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  o u r  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  somet imes on l e v e l s  which a r e  n o t  i n  
t h e  h i g h e s t  p r o f i l e .  l1 

Among t h e  s p e c i f i c s  h e  c i t e d :  

-- "There  have  been  m e e t i n g s  t h i s  y e a r  i n  North  C a r o l i n a ,  Georg ia ,  Texas ,  New Mexico and 
o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  where t h e  p u r p o s e  had p o l i t i c a l  e n d s  o r  were  p e r c e i v e d  as such.  

-- '$1 know B r i g .  Gen. T.C. Pinckney  or A l e x a n d r i a ,  Va., t o  b e  a g e n u i n e  C h r i s t i a n ,  b u t  h i s  
m a i l o u t s  i n  V i r g i n i a  I see a s  a b r e a k  w i t h  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .  (Pinckney,  a  r e t i r e d  
Air Force  o f f i c e r ,  ma i led  l e t t e r s  t o  V i r g i n i a  p a s t o r s  c o n c e r n i n g  1tcontro171 o f  t h e  s t a t e  
c o n v e n t i o n  and t h e  p lacement  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p a s t o r s  i n  p u l p i t s  around t h e  s t a t e .  

- - "Likewise ,  I s e e  t h e  u s e  o f  m a i l i n g  l i s ts  by a  p u b l i c a t i o n  s u c h  a s  S8C Cause as  a n o t h e r  
v i o l a t i o n .  (SBC Cause is a new magazine p u b l i s h e d  i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l a . ,  and wide ly  p e r c e i v e d  a s  
a p o l i t i c a l  p r o m o t i o n a l  p i e c e  f o r  a  p o t e n t i a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e  SBC.) 

-- " I n  my o p i n i o n ,  a b l a t a n t  v i o l a t i o n  is  s e e n  i n  t h e  m a i l o u t  o f  S t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t  
S o u l  i n  May o f  t h i s  y e a r .  (The b r o c h u r e  was i n c l u d e d  i n  a  m a i l i n g  from moderate  l e a d e r  W. Winfred 
Moore of  Amar i l lo ,  Texas ,  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  moderate  c a u s e .  ) 

-- "Although some of  t h e  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers  have  made good-_taith e f f o r t s  t o  a b i d e  by  
t h e  recommendations o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  o t h e r s  have i n s i s t e d  on t h e  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  o f  l a b e l s ,  which 
is a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  a c t i o n ,  (The c o n v e n t i o n  recommended c e s s a t i o n  o f  u s e  o f  such  
terms a s  "modera te -conserva t ive"  and "fundamental-conservativelt7 as  w e l l  as  o t h e r  t e r m s . )  

-- "SBC Today u s e s  t h e  in f l ammatory  r e f e r e n c e ,  t f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s ; t  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  
Advocate u s e s  t h e  i n  t e m p e r a t e  term ' m o d e r a t e / l i b e r a l .  ' " 

F u l l e r  a l s o  r e f e r e n c e d  invo lvement  o f  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  employees  i n  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  by s a y i n g :  
"There c a n  b e  no q u e s t i o n  t h a t  anyone h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  speak  o u t ,  b u t  when a  denomina t iona l  
e x e c u t i v e  o r  e l e c t e d  l e a d e r  d o e s  i t ,  he o r  s h e  must c o n s i d e r  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  d i v i s i v e n e s s  
which a r e  prompted. T h i s  k i n d  o f  s e n s i t i v i t y  w e  need i n  a  lcrisis o f  s p i r i t . t 1 1  

He a l s o  commented on a recommendation d e s i g n e d  t o  h e l p  t h e  SBC P a s t o r s '  Conference and SBC 
Forum " g e t  t o g e t h e r .  tt 

"The c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t have  i n d i c a t e s  a n  approach  of t h e  SBC Forum t o  t h e  P a s t o r s 1  
Conference.  The p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  P a s t o r s '  Confe rence  is:  'You l e f t  u s .  You a r e  welcome t o  
r e t u r n .  l The Peace  Cornmitteels i n t e n t  was n o t  t h e  d i s b a n d i n g  o f  one  g roup  o r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
wedding o f  two. We f e l t  t h e y  cou ld  u n d e r t a k e  someth ing  t o g e t h e r  which we m u t u a l l y  embrace. I ,  
p e r s o n a l l y ,  s t i l l  t h i n k  such  is  p o s s i b l e ,  p e r h a p s  i n  j o i n t l y  s p o n s o r i n g  a g r e a t  e v a n g e l i s t i c  
rally i n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  c i t y .  

F u l l e r  conc luded  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  by s a y i n g :  

"In  t h e  p u b l i c  donrain, t h e r e  is what i s  known a s  a ' c i t i z e n ' s  arrest .  ' Perhaps  a 
s a n c t i f i e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h a t  i s  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s t  b e s t  hope. No commit tee  c a n ,  o r  s h o u l d ,  p o l i c e  
t h e  s p i r i t  and a t t i t u d e s  of o u r  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  f a m i l y ,  b u t  i n d i v i d u a l  B a p t i s t s  can r e f u s e  t o  
a l l o w  f e l l o w  B a p t i s t s  t o  g e t  by w i t h  a s p i r i t  which is s o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  emot ions  i t  is n o t  a good 
judge o f  i t s  own i n t e n t i o n s .  

"Southern B a p t i s t s  need t o  become o u r  own answer  t o  t h i s  cr is is  o f  s p i r i t .  There  w i l l  be a  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e s t  i n  San Antonio.  We c a n n o t  s t o p  t h a t .  What we c a n  d o  is p r o v i d e  a s p i r i t  i n  
o u r  p o l i t i c s  which w i l l  f a v o r a b l y  a s t o u n d  t h e  world  we s e e k  t o  win t o  Chr i s t . ' ?  

--3O-- 
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PAC p a n s  c h i l d c a r e  b i l l ,  
P r a i s e s  f u n d i n g  p r o c e s s  By Marv Knox 

WASHINGTON (BPI--Southern B a p t i s t s 1  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee c r i t i c i z e d  a  f e d e r a l  c h i l d c a r e  
b i l l  and p r a i s e d  t h e  new f u n d i n g  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  
d u r i n g  i t s  s p r i n g  m e e t i n g  May 19-20 i n  Washington. 

The PAC c o m p r i s e s  t h e  SBC1s d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee,  a Washington-based 
c h u r c h - s t a t e  agency  r e p r e s e n t i n g  n i n e  B a p t i s t  denominaions .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  d u t i e s  on t h e  
BJC, t h e  PAC is  empowered t o  a c t  on S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  m o t i o n s  o r  r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  BJC c a n n o t  
a n d / o r  d o e s  n o t  s u p p o r t .  T h i r t e e n  o f  t h e  PAC's 17 members a t t e n d e d  t h e  mee t ing .  

The PAC unanimously  r a t i f i e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  e x p r e s s i n g  i t s  u n e q u i v o c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Dodd- 
K i l d e e  B i l l ,  which would p r o v i d e  f e d e r a l  s u b s i d i e s  f o r  q u a l i f i e d  working m o t h e r s  who p l a c e  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  i n  c h i l d  c a r e .  

The r e s o l u t i o n  c l a i m e d  t h e  b i l l  is  * b l a t a n t l y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y T 1  a g a i n s t  m o t h e r s  who s t a y  home 
t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  and f a m i l i e s  whose c h i l d r e n  a r e  t ended  by  f r i e n d s ,  r e l a t i v e s  o r  
n e i g h b o r s .  I t  a l s o  n o t e d  t h e  b i l l  i s  w o u t r a g e o u s l y  a n t i - r e l i g i o u s "  i n  t h a t  i t  would impose 
s e c u l a r  day c a r e  on c h i l d r e n  by d i s a l l o w i n g  t h e  government  s u b s i d i e s  t o  c h u r c h  d a y c a r e  c e n t e r s  
u n l e s s  t h e y  comply w i t h  numerous r e g u l a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u r r e n d e r i n g  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  t e a c h  
r e l i g i o n .  

Some PAC members c r i t i c i z e d  a n  a r t i c l e  on t h e  b i l l  w r i t t e n  by BJC G e n e r a l  Counse l  O l i v e r  S. 
Thomas, s a y i n g  h e  e n d o r s e d  t h e  b i l l .  However, Thomas s a i d ,  a t  t h e  time o f  h i s  w r i t i n g ,  Dodd- 
K i l d e e  was t h e  o n l y  c h i l d c a r e  b i l l  t h a t  was b e i n g  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d ,  and h i s  i n t e n t  was t o  
s t r e s s  t h e  need f o r  s t r o n g  c h u r c h - s t a t e  p r o v i s i o n s  i f  i t  were t o  b e  e n a c t e d .  

BJC E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  James M. Dunn s a i d  t h e  PAC r e s o l u t i o n  on Dodd-Kildee was o u t  o f  
l i n e .  "The P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee a g a i n  presumes t o  s p e a k  f o r  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  w i t h o u t  
a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  r e s e a r c h  o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  a g e n c i e s  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  
s u c h  m a t t e r s  by S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s , l l  h e  s a i d .  

"The PAC d e f i e s  t h e  e x p l i c i t  d i r e c t i o n s  o f  las t  y e a r ' s  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Conven t ion ,  ' t o  t a k e  
a c t i o n s  on m o t i o n s  and r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  C o n v e n t i o n , ' "  s i n c e  t h e  SBC d i d  n o t  
ac t  on Dodd-KiLdee o r  o t h e r  c h i l d c a r e  b i l l s ,  h e  s a i d .  '?And i t  v i o l a t e s  t h e  c l e a r  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
l a s t  y e a r ' s  c o n v e n t i o n  ' t o  c o o r d i n a t e  i t s  work t h r o u g h  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee,  ' l1 

The PAC's r e s o l u t i o n  "commending t h e  (SBC) E x e c u t i v e  Committee" f o r  t h e  new PAC/BJC 
b u d g e t i n g  p r o c e d u r e  is a l m o s t  a word-for-word r e c i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Commit tee ' s  d e c i s i o n  on 
t h e  m a t t e r .  It i n s t r u c t s  t h a t  t h e  BJC's  b u d g e t  r e q u e s t  from t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  be made t h r o u g h  t h e  
PAC t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Committee,  t h a t  t h e  PAC c a n n o t  a l t e r  t h e  BJC r e q u e s t ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  PAC may 
o f f e r  recommendat ions  on t h e  BJC r e q u e s t .  

The PAC's mot ion  a d d i t i o n a l l y  s p e l l s  out t h a t  t h e  PAC u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  BJC must  work t h r o u g h  
t h e  PAC " a t  e v e r y  s t e p  o f  t h e  b u d g e t i n g  p r o c e s s , l l  i n c l u d i n g  r e p o r t s ,  p r o j e c t i o n s  and r e q u e s t s  
made i n  September ,  November and J a n u a r y .  It a l s o  a s k s  t h e  BJC t o  i n f o r m  t h e  PAC ''as t o  i t s  
budge t  d i s c u s s i o n s  and d e c i s i o n s  i n  a t i m e l y  and ongo ing  f a s h i o n . "  

The PAC m o t i o n  was needed b e c a u s e  ''it had been  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  some t o  a c c e p t  t h e  PAC's 
7 " ; 

budge ta ry  c o n c e r n s  a t  f a c e  va lue , ' '  s a i d  R ichard  Land, a PAC member from Dallas. "1 f e l t  t h e r e  
! was a  p e r c e p t i o n  we j u s t  wanted t o  g e t  t h e  money and keep  them ( t h e  BJC) from g e t t i n g  i t ,  and 

t h a t ' s  n o t  t rue . ' '  

The new p r o c e d u r e  " w i l l  g i v e  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  have  b u d g e t  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  J o i n t  
Committee and will g i v e  u s  i n p u t  i n t o  a  p r o c e s s  f rom which many o f  u s  f e l t  t o t a l l y  e x c l u d e d  
b e f o r e ,  l1 Land s a i d .  

Among t h e  o t h e r  a c t i o n s :  

-- PAC Chairman Samuel T. C u r r i n ,  a ,state j u d g e  from R a l e i g h ,  N.C., and Roy Gean, a n  
a t t o r n e y  from F o r t  Smi th ,  Ark. ,  were asked t o  meet w i t h  SBC E x e c u t i v e  Committee a t t o r n e y  James P. 
Guen the r  r e g a r d i n g  G u e n t h e r l s  l e g a l  o p i n i o n  t h a t  PAC members are t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  BJC. 

--more-- 
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Tha t  o p i n i o n ,  i s s u e d  f o l l o w i n g  a n  PAC r e q u e s t  l a s t  f a l l ,  i m p l i e d  PAC members a r e  BJC 
t r u s t e e s ,  s i n c e  t h e  SBC1s C o o p e r a t i v e  Program b u d g e t  c a n n o t  be  a l l o c a t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  any e n t i t y  
f o r  which t h e  SBC d o e s  n o t  e l ec t  t r u s t e e s .  

However, some PAC members have  been concerned  a b o u t  t h a t  s t a t u s .  S i n c e  t o g e t h e r  t h e  PAC 
o n l y  c o m p r i s e s  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  BJC membership,  t h e y  h a v e  s a i d ,  t h e y  may be l e g a l l y  a c c o u n t a b l e  
f o r  BJC a c t i o n s  o v e r  which t h e y  had n o  c o n t r o l .  

-- C u r r i n  and Gean a l s o  w i l l  s t u d y  t h e  BJC1s p r o c e d u r e  f o r  f i l i n g  l e g a l  b r i e f s  and o f f e r  
p o s s i b l e  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  change.  The a c t i o n  a r o s e  f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a  f r i e n d - o f - t h e - c o u r t  
b r i e f  f i l e d  by t h e  B J C t s  Thomas on b e h a l f  o f  a l l  B J C  member b o d i e s  oppos ing  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  1981 
Adolescen t  Family L i f e  Act t h a t  p r o v i d e s  f e d e r a l  s u b s i d i e s  f o r  c h u r c h e s  and o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  promote s e x u a l  m o r a l i t y .  

Opponents o f  t h e  B J C  b r i e f  c h a r g e d  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  most Southern  
B a p t i s t s  and t h a t  t h e  a c t  is  b e n e f i c i a l .  They s a i d  c h u r c h e s  c a n  p r o p e r l y  r e c e i v e  f e d e r a l  F ~ n d s  
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  programs.  

While Thomas commended c h u r c h e s  f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  teen c h a s t i t y ,  h i s  b r i e f  
m a i n t a i n s  c h u r c h e s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g  and t h e  env i ronment  o f  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
c a n n o t  s e p a r a t e  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  from mora l  t e a c h i n g .  F u r t h e r ,  t o  r e c e i v e  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  f o r  
church-sponsored programs i n v o l v e s  i n t e r m i n g l i n g  o f  c h u r c h  and s t a t e ,  i t  adds .  

-- %ree PAC members w i l l  f u n c t i o n  a s  a subcommit tee  t o  o v e r s e e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  PAC's 
e x h i b i t  a t  t h e  S o u t h e r n  R a p t i s t  Convent ion a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  June  14-16 i n  San Antonio.  The mee t ing  
w i l l  f e a t u r e  two c h u r c h - s t a t e  e x h i b i t s :  t h e  PAC's, which is a l lowed  by SBC bylaws because  t h e  
PAC i s  t h e  SBC e n t i t y  a s s i g n e d  t o  a d d r e s s  c h u r c h - s t a t e  i s s u e s ;  and t h e  B J C 1 s ,  which was a l lowed  
an e x h i b i t  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  PAC. 

E a r l y  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  i s s u e  c e n t e r e d  on w h e t k r  t h e  SJC i s  t o  have  i t s  own e x h i b i t  c r  t c  
s h a r e  t h e  PAC's s p a c e .  The i n i t i a l  d r a f t  o f  a motion c l a r i f y i n g  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x h i b i t  s t a t e d  
"no m a t e r i a l  (by e i t h e r  t h e  PAC o r  t h e  BJC) may be  d i s t r i b u t e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  e x p r e s s  c o n s e n t "  o f  
t h e  e x h i b i t  subcommit tee .  But  when members l e a r n e d  t h e  BJC had been a l lowed  i t s  own e x h i b i t ,  t h e  
mot ion was amended t o  u r g e  t h e  B J C  s t a f f  t o  meet v o l u n t a r i l y  w i t h  t h e  PAC subcommit tee  t o  
c o o r d i n a t e  e x h i b i t  m a t e r i a l s .  

Thomas E. P r a t t ,  a p a s t o r  from B r i g h t o n ,  Colo . ,  and chairman o f  t h e  subcommit tee ,  t o l d  
B a p t i s t  P r e s s :  "We have  no i n t e n t i o n  o f  c o n t a c t i n g  them ( t h e  BJC) r e g a r d i n g  what t h e y  w i l l  
d i s t r i b u t e  i n  t h e i r  boo th .  . .. I f  t h e y  choose  t o  c o n t a c t  u s ,  t h a t  is  f i n e . "  

-- PAC members v o t e d  16-1 t o  d e f e a t  a mot ion r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  SBC E x e c u t i v e  Committee t o  
r e v e r s e  i t s  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  a s k  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  t o  c o n s i d e r  d i s s o l v i n g  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ' s  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and f i n a n c i a l  t i e s  t o  t h e  BJC. 

The PAC v o t e d  8-4 l a s t  f a l l  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t i e s .  But  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
Committee, t h r o u g h  which t h e  r e q u e s t  was c h a n n e l e d ,  d e c l i n e d  t o  a c t  on t h e  p r o p o s a l .  

Some S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  have  been  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  BJC, s t a t i n g  t h e  Washington agency i s  t o o  
l i b e r a l  and h a s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  c h u r c h - s t a t e  views t o  lawmakers,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and t h e  
c o u r t s .  The o r i g i n a l  PAC mot ion  t o  d i s s o l v e  t i e s  grew o u t  o f  some PAC members' f r u s t r a t i o n  w i t h  
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  -- t h e  BJC s t a f f ' s  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o  them and t h e i r  own a b i l i t y  t o  be  a c c o u n t a b l e  
t o  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  w h i l e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a m i n o r i t y  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  54-member BJC board.  

PAC members who a r g u e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a t e s t  mot ion t o  s e e k  d i s s o l u t i o n  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  d e s i r e  
n o t  t o  c o u n t e r  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Committee and t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e e k  t h e  teamwork t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
Commit tee encouraged .  

-- The PAC r e f e r r e d  t o  i t s  long- range  p l a n n i n g  and p o l i c y  subcommit tee  two matters. F i r s t ,  
t h e  subcommit tee  is  t o  s t u d y  the  need t o  r e v i s e  t h e  PAC's c o n v e n t i o n  program s t a t e m e n t ,  which 
d e f i n e s  t h e  s c o p e  and n a t u r e  o f  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  

--more-- 
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It a l s o  is  t o  s t u d y  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f u n d i n g  a " l e g a l  advocacyn r o l e  f o r  b o t h  t h e  PAC and 
BJC.  T h a t  would i n v o l v e  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  l e g a l  s t a f f  and b u d g e t  t o  e n a b l e  a t t o r n e y s  t o  
g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  more c a s e s  t o  l l r e c o v e r  t h e  r e a l  and p e r c e i v e d  l o s s e s  t o  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y , "  
e x p l a i n e d  PAC member J.I. Ginn ings  o f  Wich i ta  F a l l s ,  Texas .  

-- The PAC a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  BJC s t a f f  1s r o l e  i n  t h e  o v e r r i d e  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  v e t 0  o f  
t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  R e s t o r a t i o n  Act ,  a l s o  known as t h e  Grove C i t y  B i l l .  Some PAC members, who 
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  v e t o ,  e x p r e s s e d  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  w i t h  a ' ' f ac t  s h e e t t v  on t h e  b i l l  produced 
by t h e  BJC s t a f f .  

They s a i d  t h e  ' ' f ac t  s h e e t n  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n f l u e n c i n g  lawmakers t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l ,  
which a t  l e a s t  two o f  them c a l l e d  " t h e  w o r s t  encroachment  on r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y "  I n  a t  l e a s t  a  
g e n e r a t i o n .  S t a f f  members c o n t e n d e d ,  however ,  t h a t  t h e  p a p e r  was i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  n e u t r a l  and o n l y  
answered,  a s  f a c t u a l l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  had been asked  o f  t h e  s t a f f  
d u r i n g  r e p e a t e d  phone c a l l s .  

The commit tee  had " a  good two-day rneet igg, t l  b u t  d i s s e n s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  Grove C i t y  g i l l  
"caused a l o t  o f  h e a r t a c h e , "  PAC Chairman C u r r i n  t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s .  !'Without t h e  Grove C i t y  
a c t i o n ,  we cou ld  have  had a c o n s t r u e  t i v e  d i a l o g u e .  lt 

C u r r i n  e x p r e s s e d  "extreme d i s p l e a s u r e t t  w i t h  t h e  way t h e  BJC s t a f f  hand led  t h e  Grove C i t y  
o r d e a l :  "Our commit tee  f e e l s  t h e y  l o b b i e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l ,  and t h e y  a r e  n o t  b e i n g  c a n d i d ,  and t h e y  
p layed  a  key r o l e  i n  o v e r r i d i n g  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  v e t o .  .. . 4 m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  commit tee  members 
f e e l  we c a n n o t  t r u s t  them. I t ' s  h a r d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t h a t  k i n d  o f  c l imate . ' '  

S p e a k e r s  who a d d r e s s e d  t h e  PAC i n  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  were Sen. Jesse Helms, R - N . C . ;  Jack 
C l a y t o n ,  Washington r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  American A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n  S c h o o l s ;  Bob Dugan, 
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  E v a n g e l i c a l s  o f f i c e  of  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s ;  c o l u m n i s t  Ca l  
Thomas; Gary L .  Bauer ,  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  U.S. p r e s i d e n t  f o r  p o l i c y  development ;  H .  Rober t  Showers,  
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  J u s t i c e  Department 's o b s c e n i t y  enforcement  u n i t ;  Rober t  W. Swee t ,  
depu ty  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Domestic P o l i c y  C o u n c i l ;  and C a r l  A .  Anderson,  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  
f o r  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  Knigh t s  o f  Columbus. 

--30-- 

SBC B a p t i s t s  t o  p r e v i e w  Las  Vegas 
During San Antonio c o n v e n t i o n  By J o e  Westbury 

a a p t i s  t P r e s s  
5/25/88 

ATLANTA ( Y ~ P  ) - - ~ e s s e n g e r s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Convent ion a n n u a l  mee t ing  i n  San 
Anton io ,  Texas ,  J u n e  14 -16 ,  w i l l  g e t  a  s n e a k  p rev iew o f  t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s  n e x t  c o n v e n t i o n  s i t e  
and o f  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e a c h  Las  Vegas,  Nev., f o r  C h r i s t .  

The S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Home Miss ion  Roard w i l l  s p o n s o r  a n  e x h i b i t  i n  San Anton io ' s  Henry B. 
Gonzalez Convent ion C e n t e r  t o  t e l l  p e o p l e  a b o u t  t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s  m i n i s t r y  i n  Nevada and 
in Las  Vegas ,  where t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  w i l l  meet June  13-15, 1989. 

Bobby S u n d e r l a n d ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  b o a r d ' s  d i r e c t  e v a n g e l i s m  d i v i s i o n ,  s a i d  t h e  boo th  w i l l  be 
t h e  f i r s t  s p o t l i g h t  t h e  At lan ta -based  agency h a s  p u t  on a n  upcoming c o n v e n t i o n  c i t y .  The 
d i s p l a y  w i l l  b e  co-sponsored by t h e  Nevada B a p t i s t  Convent ion and S o u t h e r n  Nevada B a p t i s t  
A s s o c i a t i o n .  

The boo th  w i l l  s e e k  " t o  m o t i v a t e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  t o  become i n v o l v e d  i n  s o u l  winn ing  i n  t h e  
s ta te  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n , "  Sunder land  e x p l a i n e d .  The d i s p l a y  w i l l  b e  near t h e  b o a r d ' s  
own boo th  . 

"Las Vegas,  w i t h  n e a r l y  700,000 r e s i d e n t s ,  i s  one o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f a s t e s t - g r o w i n g  c i t e s .  I t  
is t h e  o n l y  c i t y  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  where t h e  phone book is p r i n t e d  twice a y e a r  t o  keep up with t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e ,  l1 Sunder land  added. 

The b o o t h  w i l l  f e a t u r e  a 10-minute v i d e o  t h a t  w i l l  be  shown on t h e  h a l f  h o u r ,  as  well a s  
p r i n t e d  material  on  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  m i n i s t r y  i n  t h e  c i t y  and s tate.  T h r e e  p r i v a t e  c o u n s e l i n g  
rooms w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  where i n d i v i d u a l s  c a n  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  e v a n g e l i s t i c  endeavors  
p lanned  f o r  t h e  area. 

--nore-- 
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On a  s t a t e w i d e  b a s i s ,  s i m u l t a n e o u s  revival.:, S c r i p t u r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  and s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  25 
church- type  m i s s i o n s  are some o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  p l a n n e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1989 SBC meet ing.  The m a k  
e v a n g e l i s t i c  emphas i s  w i l l  be  t h e  r e v i v a l s ,  which w i l l  b e  a  p i l o t  f o r  t h e  "Here's Hope. 
J e s u s  C a r e s  f o r  You" n a t i o n a l  r e v i v a l s  i n  the  s p r i n g  o f  1990. 

For  Las  Vegas ,  e v a n g e l i s t i c  p l a n s  i n c l u d e  a door- to-door  c a n v a s  of  t h e  c i t y  t o  i d e n t i f y  
p r o s p e c t i v e  c h u r c h  members and d i s t r i b u t e  s c r i p t u r e .  

Each name i n  t h e  Las  Vegas t e l e p h o n e  d i r e c t o r y  w i l l  b e  mai led  t o  v o l u n t e e r s  who w i l l  p r a y  
f o r  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l .  A m a s s m e v a n g e l i s t i c  r a l l y  w i l l  b e  h e l d  t h e  weekend p r i o r  t o  t h e  
c o n v e n t i o n  s e s s i o n ,  Sunder land  said.  

P a s t o r s ,  e v a n g e l i s t i  and f a y p e o p l e  a r e  b e i n g  r e c r u i t e d  f o r  t h e  Nevada e v a n g e l i s t i c  t h r u s t .  
Sunder land  hopes  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a b o o s t  from people who v i s i t  t h e  boo th  i n  San Antonio.  

--3o-- 

S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Camboe t a n s  
C e l e b r a t e  15 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  
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DALLAS ( R P ) - - F i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  m i n i s  t r y  t o  Cambodians i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
w i l l  b e  c e l e b r a t e d  J u n e  1 2 ,  a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  San Anton io ,  Texas .  

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church w i l l  be  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  i t s  p i o n e e r i n g  r o l e  i n  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  home 
m i s s i o n  o u t r e a c h  t o  A s i a n s ,  s a i d  Sok Doeung, Cambodian c a t a l y t i c  m i s s i o n a r y  f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t  
G e n e r a l  Conven t ion  o f  Texas .  The c h u r c h  began a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Sunday s c h o o l  c l a s s  15 y e a r s  ago 
f o r  Cambodians s t u d y i n g  a t  t h e  nearby  Lackland A i r  F o r c e  Base l a n g u a g e  s c h o o l .  

Oscar  Romo, l a n g u a g e  m i s s i o n s  d i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Home Miss ion  Board,  i s  
s l a t e d  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  keynote  a d d r e s s .  The r e c o g n i t i o n  s e r v i c e  w i l l  b e  h e l d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a n n u a l  
s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Conven t ion ,  J u n e  14-16,  i n  San Antonio.  

The a n n i v e r s a r y  program a l s o  w i l l  i n c l u d e  Cambodian mus ic ,  a  s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  and 
t e s t i m o n i e s  o f  Cambodian B a p t i s t s ,  m i s s i o n s  v o l u n t e e r s  and workers  i n  r e f u g e e  r e s e t t l e m e n t ,  
s a i d  R.S. Cooper ,  m i n i s t e r  o f  C h r i s t i a n  s o c i a l  m i n i s t r i e s  a t  F i r s t  a a p t i s t  Church. 

--3o-- 

High c o u r t  t o  r e v i e w  r e v e r s a l  
Of c h i l d  pornography c o n v i c t i o n  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
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WASHINGTON ( ~ P l - - T h e  U.S. Supreme Cour t  w i l l  r e v i e w  a  lower  c o u r t ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  
c o n v i c t i o n  o f  a M a s s a c h u s e t t s  man s e n t  t o  p r i s o n  f o r  t a k i n g  p a r t i a l l y  nude pho tographs  o f  h i s  14- 
y e a r - o l d  s t e p d a u g h t e r .  

Al though a  t r i a l  c o u r t  i n  1985 c o n v i c t e d  Douglas Oakes o f  v i o l a t i n g  a M a s s a c h u s e t t s  law 
bann ing  t h e  d e p i c t i o n  of  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  18 i n  s t a g e s  o f  p a r t i a l  o r  t o t a l  n u d i t y ,  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
h i g h e s t  c o u r t  r e v e r s e d  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n .  Oakes had  been s e n t e n c e d  t o  a 10-year  p r i s o n  t e rm,  t h e  
minimum c a l l e d  f o r  u n d e r  t h e  law, 

I n  i t s  4-3 d e c i s i o n  l a s t  F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Cour t  s t r u c k  down t h e  
law as  o v e r l y  b road .  Pho tography ,  t h e  p a n e l  r u l e d ,  is a form o f  e x p r e s s i o n  p r o t e c t e d  under  t h e  
F i r s t  Amendment. 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  James M. Shannon a p p e a l e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  h i g h  
c o u r t ,  a r g u i n g  c o u r t s  s h o u l d  s t r i k e  down laws a s  t o o  b r o a d  "only when i n f r i n g e m e n t s  on e x p r e s s i o n  
are s u b s t a n t i a l . l t  He a r g u e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  h i s  s ta te  h a s  a  "compel l ing  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r e v e n t i n g  
c h i l d  s e x u a l  a b u s e .  l1 

I n  i ts  d e c i s i o n  r e v e r s i n g  Oakes' c o n v i c t i o n  and s t r i k i n g  down t h e  law, t h e  lower  c o u r t  r u l e d  
t h e  s t a t u t e  a s  w r i t t e n  would make p a r e n t s  who t a k e  i n n o c e n t  p i c t u r e s  o f  nude i n f a n t s  romping on 
t h e  beach  o r  posed on a rug l i a b l e  t o  c r i m i n a l  c h a r g e s .  

Oakes' a t t o r n e y ,  who asked  t h e  Supreme Cour t  t o  uphold t h e  l o w e r  d e c i s i o n ,  a rgued  h i s  c l i e n t  
took  t h e  c h a l l e n g e d  photographs t o  h e l p  advance  h i s  s t e p d a u g h t e r ' s  model ing career. 

The c o u r t  w i l l  hear arguments  i n  t h e  case d u r i n g  i ts  1988-89 te rm b e g i n n i n g  n e x t  October .  
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