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Colorado B a p t i s t s  a v e r t  
Dropping WMU d i r e c t o r  By Marv Knox 

DENVER ( B P I - - ~ i n a n c i a l l y  t roub led  Colorado B a p t i s t s  have s tepped back from a proposal  t o  
drop the  Woman's Missionary Union d i r e c t o r  from t h e i r  s ta te  convention s t a f f .  

I n s t e a d ,  they have c a l l e d  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  commitments from Southern B a p t i s t s  across t h e  s t a t e ,  
seeking  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e i r  c r i p p l i n g  debt .  

I n  A p r i l ,  t h e  Colorado B a p t i s t  General  Convention execut ive  board's f inance  committee made a 
motion t o  c u t  $50,000 from t h e  conven t ion ' s  1988 budget,  reported CBGC Executive Director Char les  
E. Sharp. 

That  budget  i s  $2.4 m i l l i o n ,  wi th  Colorado B a p t i s t s  expected t o  r a i s e  h a l f  and o t h e r  
sou rces ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission and Sunday School boards,  expected t o  
produce the  balance.  

The f i nance  committee1s motion was r e f e r r e d  back t o  t h a t  committee and t o  t h e  
adrn in is t ra t ive /personnel  committee. "They decided t h e  only way t o  c u t  t h a t  much money was t o  cut 
personnel  and some programs," Sharp s a i d .  "The sugges t lon  was t o  c u t  some programming and t o  c u t  
t h e  Woman's Missionary Union d i r e c t o r  e f f e c t i v e  Ju ly  1 ." 

The r a t i o n a l e  behind t h e  proposa l  is t h a t  Sharp and WMU D i r ec to r  Sydney P o r t i s  a r e  t h e  only 
CBGC s t a f f  members funded by Colorado B a p t i s t s ,  Sharp said.  Other s t a f f e r s '  s a l a r i e s  a r e  
supplemented by t h e  Eome Mission and Sunday School boards.  

But during a c a l l e d  meeting May 1 2 ,  t h e  execut ive  board voted t o  cut some supplemental 
program func t ions  and approved s i x  immediate s t e p s  and t h r e e  long-range proposals  t o  ea se  t h e  
budget cr is is  wi thout  dropping t h e  \MU p o s i t i o n .  

Four immediate a c t i o n s  proposed by Sharp were : I 
-- That t h e  Home Mission Board provide  a d d i t i o n a l  f inding f o r  t h e  WMU d i r e c t o r ' s  salary and 

housing allowance. 

-- That every e x e c u t i v e  board member commit t o  ask  h i s  o r  h e r  church t o  take emergency 
a c t i o n  t o  i n c r e a s e  g i f t s  t o  t h e  Cooperat ive Program u n i f i e d  budget by 10 percent  f o r  12 months. 

Sharp c a l c u l a t e d  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  board members' churches  c o n t r i b u t e  $34,277 pe r  month t o  t h e  
budget ,  and t h e  10 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  would produce an a d d i t i b n a l  $3,427 p e r  month. 

-- That  1,000 Colorado members of  WMU g i v e  $5 more' p e r  month, designated t o  t h e  CBGC 
Cooperat ive Program, f o r  12 months. :. 2 

The $5 g i f t s  would be g iven  above r e g u l a r  t i t h e s  and o f f e r ings  and:.produce $60,000 p e r  y e a r  
f o r  Colorado B a p t i s t  budget  needs ,  h e  s a i d .  

Colorado ,WMU i n v o l v e s  3,200 women and g i r l s  i n  miss ions  educa t ion  and missions a c t i o n  
programs, P o r t i s  said. 

-- That 200 pastors and church s t a f f  members also g i v e  $5 more per month for 12 months t o  
t h e  Colorado B a p t i s t  budget .  

Two o t h e r  immediate actions added by t h e  board were: 
--more-- 
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-- That  a l l  230 Colorado B a p t i s t  churches  and miss ions ,  no t  just those  who have members who 
a r e  on t h e  execu t ive  board ,  be asked t o  t ake  emergency a c t i o n  and i nc rease  t h e i r  Colorado 
Cooperat ive Program g i v i n g  10 p e r c e n t  f o r  a year.  

-- That  Colorado B a p t i s t s  conduct  a week of prayer ,  this y e a r  only,  t h e  l a s t  week of June ,  
and and t h a t  churches  r e c e i v e  g i f t s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  budget. 

The board a l s o  recommended t h e  t h r e e  long-term proposals:  

-- To i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e l l i n g  the convent ionls  o f f i c e  bu i ld ing  and moving 
i n t o  l ea sed  f a c i l i t i e s .  

-- To i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of s e l l i n g  200 a c r e s  o f  unused land  a t  Ponderosa B a p t i s t  
Assembly, l o c a t e d  between Denver and Colorado Springs.  

-- To merge t h e  B a p t i s t  Foundation Church Loan Corp. under t h e  CBGC. Within two t o  t h r e e  
y e a r s ,  t h e  loan  c o r p o r a t i o n  would "be i n  t h e  bus iness  of loaning money t o  Colorado B a p t i s t  
churches a n d  begin t o  repay a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  l oans  t h e  CBGC has  made on i t s  behal f . "  

Three major f a c t o r s  have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t he  Colorado convention 's  f i n a n c i a l  r o e s ,  Sharp 
s a i d :  A $2.3  m i l l i o n  l o s s  i n c u r r e d  by t h e  foundat ion fou r  y e a r s  ago, f o r  which t h e  convention i s  
l i a b l e ;  p r ev ious  convent ion  budgets  t h a t  were "way o u t  o f  l i n e  wi th  our  incomev; and t h e  weak 
economies o f  Denver and Colorado Spr ings ,  t he  s t a t e ' s  l a r g e s t  popula t ion  c e n t e r s ,  during t h e  p a s t  
18 months. 

Both Sharp and P o r t i s  expressed  s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  apparent  s o l u t i o n  t o  their  problems. 

"1 f e e l  very  good about  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n , "  Sharp to ld  B a p t i s t  Press .  "We've a l ready c u t  a s  
much s t a f f  a s  we need t o  i f  wetre going t o  be e f f e c t i v e .  To c u t  t h a t  (\!MU) p o s i t i o n  would have 
l e f t  our  miss ions  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  wi thout  a  p o s i t i v e  d i r ec t ion .  

" A t  least we're  g i v i n g  ou r  churches  t h e  chance t o  come i n  and say ,  'We're going t o  t u r n  t h i s  
around. '  This  is  what I have heard from our  p a s t o r s ,  'Give us  a  chance. '11 

P o r t i s  added: l 'It?s e x c i t i n g  and encouraging t o  know t h a t  t h e  board members came togetiner 
and f e l t  t h a t  Womanvs Missionary Union was a  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  t he  church and t h a t  they wanted t o  
exp lo re  t h e  o p t i o n s  -- t o  f i n d  o t h e r  ways t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t he  f i n a n c i a l  crunch r a t h e r  than  c u t t i n g  
a program." 

P o r t i s ,  who completed 17 y e a r s  a s  Colorado WMU d i r e c t o r  May '1, pra i sed  Sharp 's  l e ade r sh ip  
e f f o r t s  and t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  and coope ra t ion  o f  t h e  executive board. She s a i d  Colorado WMU may 
become s t r o n g e r  because o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n :  

"The oppor tun i ty  is c e r t a i n l y  h e r e ,  i f  we can make t h e  most o f  i t .  I'm praying t h a t  t h e  
Lord w i l l  l e a d  u s  t o  do  j u s t  t h a t . n  

--30-- 

Sou theas t e rn  d e d i c a t e s  
Graduat ion e v e n t  t o  woman 

B a p t i s t  Press  
5/18/88 

WAKE FOREST, N .C. (BP )--Against a backgroup of c o ~ f r o n t a t i o n s ,  r e s i g n a t i o n s ,  e l e c t i o n s  and 
t r a n s i t i o n ,  Sou theas t e rn  B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Seminary i n  Wake Fores t ,  N.C., conducted i ts  37 t h  
annual  May gradua t ion .  

:. *' 
Although a new president took  o f f i c e  A p r i l  1, the  commencement was$onducted by W. Randall  

Lo l l ey ,  who r e s igned  a f t e r  1 4  years as Southeas te rn ' s  p r e s iden t  fol lowing a confronta t ion  wi th  
t r u s t e e s  over  f a c u l t y  s e l e c t i o n .  L o l l e y  r e c e n t l y  accepted a c a l l  t o  become p a s t o r  of F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church o f  Rale igh ,  N.C. \ 

Lol ley  was jo ined  i n  conduct ing  t h e  commencement by Morris Ashcraf t ,  who res igned  as dean of 
t h e  f a c u l t y ,  but remains a s  a tenured professor of theology. Both also p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a worship 
s e r v i c e  on t h e  evening  b e f o r e  t h e  commencement. 

--more-- 
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Lol ley  and Ashcraf t  a l s o  w i l l  conduct  t h e  Ju ly  commencement, p a r t  o f  an  agreenent  
reached wi th  t r u s t e e s  i n  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n s .  

The gradua t ion  eve  worship s e r v i c e  was dedica ted  by Lolley t o  Nancy Hast ings Sehes ted ,  and 
t h e  congrega t ion  o f  P r e s c o t t  Memorial B a p t i s t  Church i n  Kemphis, Tenn. When t h e  church c a l l e d  
Sehested t o  b e  s e n i o r  p a s t o r ,  i t  was "d is fe l lowshippedt f  by t h e  Shelby B a p t i s t  Associa t i on .  

I n  h i s  sermon, "Finding a towel  w i th  your name on i t , "  Lolley s a i d  a c t u a l  min i s t ry  i nvo lves  
servanthood,  and towel  is t h e  very  b e s t  symbol o f  ~ e r v a n t h o o d . ~  He caut ioned g radua te s  t o  be 
aware o f  a v a r i e t y  o f  r e sponses  t o  t h e  c a l l ,  saying:  "Servanthood cones hard ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  our  
time when 'muscle C h r i s t i a n i t y '  t h r i v e s  on i t s  a u t h o r i t y  f i gu re s .  

"Christendom abounds wi th  t h e  mega-church peopled by t h e  mega-tribe, Led by the  meea-chief. 
Sou t h e a s  terriers, have none o f  i t  . tt 

He r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  "gender i s s u e , "  and s a i d  t h e  " so lu t ion  must be decided upon t h e  whole 
sweep o f  b i b l i c a l  r e v e l a t i o n , "  and s a i d  God worked through t h e  gender l i n e s  o f  both Adam and Eve. 
ttMoreover, w i th in  t h e  l i f e  and m i n i s t r y  o f  J e sus  t h e r e  is  not  the s l i g h t e s t  h i n t  t h a t  he 
perceived Eve's gende r - l i ne  t o  be  any d i f f e r e n t  than  Adarnts. . . ." 

"When i t  a l l  b o i l s  down t o  t h e  basics, t he  B ib l e  is gender-neutral .  So is the  Gospel," 
Lol ley  added. 

I n  h i s  charge  t o  g r a d u a t e s ,  Ashc ra f t  t o l d  g r a d u a t e s  t h a t  whatever t h e i r  min i s t ry  -- 
p a s t o r a l ,  educa t ion ,  music,  counse l ing  -- tbey  must preach  t h e  word. "You j u s t i f y  your C h r i s t i a n  
m i n i s t r y  only  a s  you h e l p  them (peop le )  t o  h e a r  God's word f o r  them." 

He urged his audience  t o  have a  " s e r i o u s  regard  f o r  your h e a r e r s  which t akes  p r i o r i t y  over  
t he  f l i p p a n t  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  day. Our charge  is  t o  s t i c k  wi th  preaching t h e  gospel even when 
i t  is  o u t  o f  s t y l e . "  

Urging g r a d u a t e s  t o  embrace bo th  l i b e r a l  and conse rva t ive  out looks,  Ashcraft  said:  "Be 
c r i t i c a l  i n  your s tudy  and examinat ion of a l l e g e d  t r u t h ,  dec lared  p la t forms and p o s i t i v e  c la ims .  

He c o n t r a s t e d  t h e  ou t looks  by sayif lg,  "This r e l u c t a n c e  t o  accept  a s  f i n a l  t he  temporal and 
t e n t a t i v e  i n s i g h t s  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  i s  a l i b e r a l  ou t look , "  and then adding, "The outlook o f  being 
f a i t h f u l  t o  t h a t  which h a s  proved i ts  t r u t h  and goodness is  t r u e  conservatism." 

Ashcraf t  s a i d  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  c a l l  f o r  m i n i s t e r s  t o  "hold fast what is  good," but  a l s o  
i n s t r u c t s  them t o  " t e s t  eve ry th ing . "  

A f  ive-member d e l e g a t i o n  from t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  Southern ilap tist Theological  Seminary i n  
Louisville, Ky . , jo ined  t h e  g r a d u a t i o n ,  marching a longs ide  t h e  Southeastern f a c u l t y  and 
adrninis t r a  t i o n .  

Southern Seminary P r o f e s s o r  and Dean William Rogers read a s ta tement  o f  support  which was 
s igned  by 4 1  Southern  f a c u l t y  members. I t  noted t h e  turbulence  of  t he  p a s t  year a t  Southeas te rn  
and commends t h e  seminary community's ncourageous s t a n d  on behal f  of a l l  who che r i sh  s p i r i t u a l  
and academic freedom." 

The s t a t emen t  went on t o  "encourage t h e  f a c u l t y  and s tuden t s  ... t o  cont inue  t o  s t and  
t o g e t h e r  and pursue t h e  q u a l i t y  t h e o l o g i c a l  educa t ion  which is your t r a d i t i o n . "  

Rogers a l s o  p re sen ted  a c i t a t i o n  t o  Lol ley  f o r  ~ 1 4 '  y e a r s  of ou ts tanding  l eade r sh ip , "  which 
was p re sen ted  on beha l f  of the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  f a c u l t y ,  staff and s t u d e n t  sody  a t  t h e  L o u i s v i l l e  
seminary and was s igned  by P r e s i d e n t  Roy L. Honeycutt. :. is 

The c i t a t i o n  noted  L o l l e y t s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e o l o g i c a l  educat ion as wa l l  as  h i s  s e r v i c e  "as a 
denominat ional  l e a d e r  and s ta tesman who c o n s i s t e n t l y  demonstrated the courage of his 
c o n v i c t  ions .  

--30-- 
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Woman a c t i n g  as  former Mormon By Yark Wingfield 

ATLANTA (BPI--A woman pretending t o  be a d i s i l lus ioned  Mormon missionary is t ravel ing 
around t h e  country a l l eged ly  t ry ing  t o  con Bap t i s t  churches i n t o  giving her  money, Gary 
Leazer, d i r e c t o r  of the  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board's i n t e r f a i t h  witness department has 
warned. 

The woman, Bobbie Dintino,  was l a s t  seen May 16 i n  Reading, Pa., where she was confronted 
with the  a l l e g a t i o n s  by the  pas to r  of  Berkshire Bap t i s t  Church and by pol ice ,  reported Leazer. 
Because Dintino had not  received money from the  Reading church, pol ice  would not detain her. 

Dintino,  who a l l eged ly  escaped from z county jail i n  Utah, has been iden t i f i ed  i n  inc iden t s  
t h i s  sp r ing  with B a p t i s t  churches i n  Pennsylvania, F lo r ida ,  Georgia, West Virginia,  Kentucky and 
Indiana. 

I n  each case ,  she apparent ly  made contact  with a Bap t i s t  church, claiming to  be a former 
Formon missionary who wanted t o  know more about becoming a Christ ian.  I n  most cases ,  she made a 
public profess ion of  f a i t h  during a worship service.  

The woman usual ly  did not  d i r e c t l y  ask f o r  money, according t o  repor ts .  Ins tead,  she canned 
Chr i s t i ans  i n t o  a s s i s t i n g  he r  by appearing t o  be i n  need. 

Lee Bolton,  p a s t o r  of  the  Reading church, received a c a l l  from Dintino Saturday, F2y 1 4 .  
After  hearing h e r  s t o r y ,  he picked h e r  up a t  the bus s t a t i o n  and arranged fo r  her t o  s t a y  with 
one o f  h i s  neighbors,  repor ted  Bolton's  wife, Joy. 

Dintino at tended Bolton's  church the  next morning and said she wanted t o  become a Chr i s t i an ,  
Mrs. Bolton s a i d .  But when two converted Mormons who a r e  members of the church counseled with 
her  t h a t  af ternoon,  they to ld  the  pas to r  they were skep t i ca l  of  he r  s tory .  

J u s t  th ree  weeks e a r l i e r ,  Mrs. Bolton had attended a Southern Bap t i s t  Woman's Yissionary 
Union w r i t e r s 1  conference i n  Birmingham, Ala., where she had heard Leazer t e l l  about a sirnil-ar 
s i t u a t i o n .  Leazer a l ready had received severa l  c a l l s  from churches about Dintino. 

Because of  Leazer ts  warning i n  Birmingham, Mrs. Bolton decided t o  c a l l  him f o r  more 
information. Leazer pu t  t h e  Boltons i n  touch with Sco t t  Burns, county a t torney i n  Cedar City,  
Utah. 

Through Burns' e f f o r t s ,  Dintino was convicted March 2 6 ,  1987, of  t h e f t  by deception and 
sentenced t o  a s h o r t  term i n  the  county j a i l .  In Utah, Dintino had received f inanc ia l  a s s i s t ance  
by claiming t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Mormonism, Burns said.  

Dint ino 's  claims t o  B a p t i s t s  t h a t  she is  a former Mormon p a r t i a l l y  a r e  t rue .  According t o  
Burns, Dintino was baptized i n t o  a t  l e a s t  T O  Mormon churches and received food, money, f u r n i t u r e ,  
an apartment and medical a s s i s t a n c e .  

Because Dintino was only convicted of a misdeuteanor, she cannot be ext radi ted  t o  Utah i f  
found i n  another  state, Burns sa id .  Rather than  prosecuting h e r  f o r  a r e l a t i v e l y  small t h e f t ,  
most coun t i es  simply w i l l  pu t  h e r  on a bus with ins t ruc t ions  t o  leave town, he said.  

Dintino has  used a t  l e a s t  f i v e  aliases, said Mrs# Bolton and Tal Davis, a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  
of the  board's  i n t e r f a i t h  wi tness  department. She ha; been known a s  Laurie Paxwell, Shel ly  
Babb i t t ,  J e n n i f e r  Dunn, Francine Jenson and Stephanie- Andrews. >A' 

I n  Reading, Dint ino l e f t  behind a suitcase f u l l  of Southern Bapti.st l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  include? 
s i x  Bibles  and t h r e e  "Survival  Kitsn f o r  new Chris t ians ,  Mrs. Bolton said.  The Bibles and 
l i t e r a t u r e  t r a c e  Dint ino 's  path through severa l  s t a t e s  and multiple conversion experiences. 

Davis and Leazer o f fe red  t h r e e  suggestions for churches who encounter s t rangers  claiming t o  
be d i s i l l u s i o n e d  with a c u l t :  Ask f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  ge t  as much information a s  possible and 
c a l l  t h e  Home Mission Board i n t e r f a i t h  witness department f o r  resources. 

--39-- 
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a a p t i s t  P r e s s  

(5. ~f l? 
By E r i c  Miller 

PANAMA CITY, Panama (~P)--When S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  m i s s i o n a r y  Garry Eudy a r r i v e d  i n  Panama, he  
f a c e d  two prob lems  : c h u r c h e s  w i t h o u t  p r e a c h e r s  and seminary g r a d u a t e s  w i t h o u t  jobs .  

The s o l u t i o n  looked  s i m p l e ,  b u t  cu l . tu ra1  dynamics s t o o d  i n  t h e  way o f  p l a c i n g  young 
p r e a c h e r s  i n  t h o s e  empty p u l p i t s .  

"There is  n o t  much w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  g i v e  young peop le  a c h a n c e l n  Eudy s a i d .  "Even seminary 
s t u d e n t s  are r e a l l y  h e l d  a t  a d i s t a n c e  by some of o u r  a d u l t  popu la t ion . "  

D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  Panamanian B a p t i s t s  h a v e  a  g o a l  t o  s t a r t  100 c h u r c h e s  and 100 m i s s i o n s  betwezn 
1987 and 1992. 

Eudy wants  young a d u l t s  t o  h e l p  r e a c h  t h i s  g o a l .  As a s t u d e n t  worker ,  he  h a s  p u t  t h e  young 
peop le  t h r o u g h  g r u e l i n g  t r a i n i n g ,  s e n d i n g  them on door-to-door w i t n e s s i n g  s p r e e s  by day and 
h e l p i n g  them c o n d u c t  V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l s  and B i b l e  c l u b  mee t ings  by n i g h t .  

He's t a u g h t  many of  them a b o u t  t h e  R i b l e  and how t o  p r e a c h  d u r i n g  c o u r s e s  a t  a a p t i s t  
T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary i n  Ba lboa .  He and h i s  w i f e ,  Kathy,  have opened t h e i r  home t o  t h e  young 
peop le  f o r  c o o k - o u t s ,  p a r t i e s  and c o u n s e l i n g ,  p r o v i d i n g  a much-needed r o l e  model o f  a  C h r i s t i a n  
home. 

F i n a l l y ,  r i d i n g  on t h e  r e s p e c t  h e  h a s  won as a p a s t o r  among o l d e r  a d u l t s ,  he h a s  p u t  t h e  
young p r e a c h e r s  b e h i n d  t h e  p u l p i t  i n  h i s  o c c a s i o n a l  a b s e n c e s .  O l d e r  a d u l t s  and l e a d e r s  were 
amazed because  " t h e y  d i d  n o t  know t h a t  t h e s e  young men cou ld  p reach  l i k e  t h a t , "  Eudy s a i d .  

Out o f  t h i s  e f f o r t ,  Eudy is  s e e i n g  r i se  up a  young man whom he r e f e r s  t o  a s  " t h e  f u t u r e  
E i l l y  Graham o f  Panama -- I v a n  Guin te ro . "  

G u i n t e r o ,  one o f  E u d y t s  seminary s t u d e n t s ,  s a i d :  "1 have one goal i n  my l i f e ,  and t h a t  i s  
t o  t o u c h  e v e r y  c o r n e r  o f  my c o u n t r y  w i t h  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  -- whether  t h a t ' s  i n  
e v a n g e l i s  t i c  c r u s a d e s ,  r e v i v a l  c r u s a d e s ,  c o n f e r e n c e s  o r  whatever .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what 
forms i t  will take, b u t  I w i l l  r e a c h  my g o a l . "  . 

This is r e a s s u r i n g  t o  Eudy, e s p e c i a l l y  since h e  w i l l  move t o  Guatemala i n  June. In 
September 1987, h e  was named a s s o c i a t e  t o  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Fore ign  Miss ion Board 's  d i r e c t o r  
f o r  Middle America and  Canada. 

Over t h e  l a s t  decade  i n  Panama, Eudy h a s  been p r e p a r i n g  t o  work h i m s e l f  o u t  o f  a job by 
being r e p l a c e d  by young p e o p l e  h e  h a s  t r a i n e d .  He knew he would l e a v e  someday, b u t  d i d n ' t  know 
when. 

"I f e e l  l i k e  my r e a l  v a l u e  as a m i s s i o n a r y  is i n v e s t i n g  my l i f e  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  
and t h e  seminary  s t u d e n t s  who w i l l  be  t h e  f u t u r e  l e a d e r s h i p  of Panama a s  e v a n g e l i s t s  or  p a s t o r s , "  
Eudy s a l d .  T h i s  is  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e ,  l i k e  much of L a t i n  America, t h e  youth 
p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  escalate.  Even i n  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s ,  youth g r e a t l y  outnumber a d u l t s .  

And few c h u r c h e s  h a v e  m i n i s t e r s  t o  y o u t h  o r  m i n i s t e r s  of music who s p e c i a l i z e  i n  youth 
music.  Few e s t a b l i s h e d  p a s t o r s  have b e e n  t o  c o l l e g e ,  and many a r e  i l l - e q u i p p e d  t o  r e l a t e  t o  
u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s .  Some p a s t o r s  are i n t i m i d a t e d  by students  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n ,  Eudy s a i d .  

i .  

He h a s  d e v o t e d  much of  his time t o  a summer m i s s f o n a r y  program f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  
known as  t h e  l tBr igados , f l  o r  b r i g a d e s .  S t u d e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s  began t h i s  p rowam i n  1981. 

;. *' 
B r i g a d o s  was s t a r t e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  weak c h u r c h e s  and develop you th  l e a d e r s h i p .  It i s  

d e s i g n e d  t o  t r a i n  y o u t h  t o  h e l p  c h u r c h e s  w i t h  Vaca t ion  B i b l e  School  and t o  p r o v i d e  youth workers  
f o r  Sunday s c h o o l  and r e v i v a l  crusades. 

Eudy began working w i t h  t h e  B r i g a d o s  i n  1982. I n  1983 he l e d  i n  chang ing  t h e  approach  t o  
make i t  s t r o n g l y  e v a n g e l i s t i c ,  w i t h  immediate  follow-up and small group d i s c i p l e s h i p  s t u d i e s .  

--more-- 
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"What e x c i t e s  me about  t h e  Brigados is t h a t  i t  is a program t h a t  was born i n  t h e  h e a r t s  of  
t h e  Panamanian young people ,"  Eudy s a i d .  "1 f e e l  l i k e  I ' v e  helped t o  g i v e  i t  some d i r e c t i o n  and 
s t a b i l i t y ,  b u t  they  had t h e  v i s i o n ,  and it 's something completely indigenous." 

Under EudyTs d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e  " b r i g a d i s t a s , "  o r  b r igade  members, p repare  f o r  t h e i r  work by 
g e t t i n g  i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  i n  pe r sona l  evangelism. This  is comparable t o  Southern B a p t i s t s '  
Continuous Witness T ra in ing  program. 

B r i g a d i s t a s  l e a r n  how t o  conduct  immediate follow-up o f  new b e l i e v e r s .  They encourage and 
guide  each  o t h e r  i n  d a i l y  devot ions .  

Each worker evange l i ze s  30 t o  50 people through door-to-door v i s i t s .  Each fo l lows  up on 20 
t o  25 people. They spend f i v e  hour s  i n  v i s i t a t i o n  du r ing  t h e  day. A t  n i g h t ,  they l e a d  home 
Bib le  s t u d i e s  and conduct  Vacat ion B ib l e  Schools  and backyard B ib l e  c lubs .  

B r i g a d i s t a s  read  m a t e r i a l  on evangel ism and d i s c i p l e s h i p  while  i n  t h e  program. They meet 
daily t o  r e p o r t  on p rog re s s  and s h a r e  i deas .  

Many a l s o  a t t e n d  Eudy's c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  seminary,  g i v i n g  him a chance t o  cont inue  h i s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  those  who have answered God's c a l l  t o  t h e  min i s t ry .  

In a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  s t u d e n t  work and t each ing ,  t h e  Birmingham, Ala., n a t i v e  a l s o  h a s  been an 
i n t e r i m  p a s t o r  a t  one of t h e  churches  and h a s  been l i a i s o n  between Southern B a p t i s t  m i s s iona r i e s  
i n  Panama and t h e  Panama B a p t i s t  Convention. 

Through t h e s e  v a r i e d  r o l e s ,  Eudy b e l i e v e s  h e  h a s  he lped  b r i d g e  a gap between two gene ra t ions  
o f  B a p t i s t s  i n  Panama. Together ,  he t h i n k s  they  can h e l p  win t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  world t o  C h r i s t .  

--3o-- 
(BPI photos mailed t o  B a p t i s t  s t a t e  neuspapers  by Richmond bureau o f  B a p t i s t  Press .  

Home Mission Board o f f e r s  
New t o l l - f r e e  number 

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
By Mark Wing f i e l d  5/18/88 

ATLANTA (BP )--southern B a p t i s t s  who have been wringing t h e i r  hands over  unanswered q u e s t i o n s  
about  home miss ions  may now r i n g  t h e i r  Home Mission Board 's  new t o l l - f r e e  numbe? i n s t e a d .  

By d i a l i n g  1-500-634-2462, c a l l e r s  may place o r d e r s  f o r  Home Mission Board products  o r  
r ece ive  informat ion  abou t  any f a c e t  o f  Southern B a p t i s t s f  mission work i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

The s e r v i c e  began Jan .  1 a s  an  ex t ens ion  of t h e  board ' s  o r d e r s  process ing  department .  Four 
o p e r a t o r s  answer c a l l s  from 8 a.m. t o  6: 30 p.m. (EDST) Monday through Fr iday .  

The t o l l - f r e e  number is f o r  more than  product  o r d e r s ,  s a i d  Lesley Wetherington, manager o f  
the customer s e r v i c e  c e n t e r .  "We want t h i s  t o  be a r e a l  in format ion  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  Home Mission 
Board," s h e  noted.  

Opera tors  are t r a i n e d  t o  answer t h e  most common q u e s t i o n s ,  l i k e  how many home mis s iona r i e s  
a r e  s e r v i n g  o r  what t h e  g o a l  f o r  t h e  Annie Armstrong E a s t e r  Of fe r ing  is. Questions t h a t  c a n ' t  b e  
answered r i g h t  away w i l l  be researched  and answered wi th in  48 hours. 

C a l l e r s  a l s o  may use  t h e  new number t o  o r d e r  any o f  t h e  board ' s  f r e e  o r  p r i c e d  products ,  
such as  t h e  "Eternal L i f e w  bookle t  o r  "Real L i f e "  tract'. Pr iced  products  w i l l  be shipped wi th in  
48 hours .  

;. & 

Even i f  a  ca l ler  needs a  product  n o t  handled by t h e  Home Mission Board, t h e  o p e r a t o r s  w i l l  
find out  who does  handle  t h e  product  and how t o  ge t  i t .  "We don' t  cond .de r  t h e  need met u n t i l  we 
f i nd  t h e  answer,  s a i d  K i t t y  Roberson, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  board *s market ing s e r v i c e s .  

Messengers t o  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention i n  San Antonio, Texas,  t h i s  summer w i l l  be 
encouraged t o  try o u t  t h e  new s e r v i c e .  The Home Mission Board's booth w i l l  f e a t u r e  a d i r e c t  
hook-up with the  customer s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  i n  At lan ta .  

--more-- 
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The new number is  an  a d d i t i o n a l  exp re s s ion  o f  t h e  Home Mission Board's commitment t o  
s e r v i c e ,  Roberson s a i d .  llOur job is t o  p u t  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  hands o f  Southern B a p t i s t s  s o  they 
can do home mis s ions  work i n  t h e i r  communit iestw s h e  expla ined .  

The response a l r e a d y  is  encouraging ,  Wetherington s a i d .  During t h e  peak time be fo re  t h e  
Annie Armstrong E a s t e r  Of fe r ing ,  o p e r a t o r s  took 100 c a l l s  p e r  day.  

"It makes you e x c i t e d  t o  s e e  what 's  happening i n  t h e  f i e l d , "  s h e  s a i d .  "It f e e l s  good t o  
know t h a t  behind a l l  t h e  numbers, t h e  Lord is working." 

Church b r i n g s  h igh  hopes 
To New Mexico mountain v a l l e y  By Mark Wingfield 

B a p t i s t  Press 
5 /  18/88 

ANGEL FIRE, N.M. (BPI--Since t h e  economic c o n d i t i o n  o f  Angel F i r e ,  N.M., h a s  f a l l e n  i n t o  
a v a l l e y ,  t h e  church Southern B a p t i s t s  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  mountain r e s o r t  t h r e e  y e a r s  ago s t a n d s  out  
a s  a towering symbol o f  hope. 

The white  s p i r e  o f  t h e  count ry  church b u i l d i n g  peeks ou t  between t h e  b lue  New Mexico s k y  and 
t h e  groves  o f  p ine  t rees  cove r ing  t h e  Sangre de C r i s t o  mountains. Seen from a d i s t a n c e  a t  
s u n s e t ,  t h e  mountain range  appea r s  blood r e d ,  which g i v e s  i t  t h e  Spanish name meaning "blood o f  
C h r i s t  . l1 

But even people s k i i n g ,  g o l f i n g  o r  shopping on Angel F i r e ' s  mountainside a r e  reminded o f  
C h r i s t  by t h e  wh i t e ,  wood-framed church g iven  t o  t h e  community by Southern  B a p t i s t s .  The church 
is n e s t l e d  i n  a c l e a r i n g  o f f  t h e  r e s o r t ' s  major highway, v i s i b l e  t o  everyone who p a s s e s  by.  

"This l i t t l e  church is t h e  b r i g h t e s t  hope i n  t h i s  whole v a l l e y , "  s a i d  Dann Masters ,  p a s t o r  
of  Angel F i r e  B a p t i s t  Church. 

Hope has  diminished f o r  many r e s i d e n t s  i n  r e c e n t  yea r s .  The i r  bus ines s  r i s e s  and f a l l s  with 
t he  p r o f i t s  o f  t o u r i s t s  from Texas and Oklahoma. A r e c e n t  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  o i l  bus ines s  i n  those  
states h a s  meant a d e c l i n e  i n  Angel F i r e  tourism. 

Even those  who s t i l l  come t o  t h e  no r the rn  New Mexico r e s o r t  from o t h e r  s t a t e s  now come wi th  
l e s s  money t o  spend. "Things h e r e  a r e  probably t h e  wors t  I ' v e  s een  them," Masters  s a i d .  

The l i g h t  mountain a i r  o f t e n  mixes wi th  heavy h e a r t s ,  he s a i d .  Many people move t o  t h e  
mountains t o  escape  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  of  modern l i v i n g  o r  t o  " f ind  thernselvestn he exp la ined ,  A f t e r  
time, they f a c e  i s o l a t i o n ,  which now is  compounded by l a y o f f s  and bus ines s  f a i l u r e s .  

The r e s u l t i n g  "hard h e a r t s "  and a d e s i r e  for p r ivacy  make evangelism d i f f i c u l t ,  Masters  
s a i d .  Some r e s i d e n t s  don ' t  want Masters  t o  v i s i t ,  because they p l ace  a h igh  va lue  on pr ivacy .  
And i n  t h e  w i n t e r  months, he  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  through t h e  snowbound mountain roads  t o  many o f  t h e i r  
homes i f  he were i n v i t e d .  

But because o f  t h e  chu rch ' s  w i t n e s s ,  l o c a l s  f e e l  f r e e  t o  come t o  him. Masters  b e l i e v e s  h i s  
g r e a t e s t  ou t reach  comes through counse l ing .  S ince  he is t h e  only  p a s t o r  i n  town, church members 
and non-members a l i k e  b r i n g  him t h e i r  t r o u b l e s .  

A s  t h e  economy h a s  f a l t e r e d ,  t h e  number of people seeking  Masters o u t  f o r  counse l ing  h a s  
increased .  Through t h i s  m i n i s t r y ,  he s h a r e s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  gospe l  wi th  people who might n o t  a l l ow  
an e v a n g e l i s t i c  v i s i t  i n  t h e i r  homes. .. & 

Angel F i r e ' s  permanent and par t - t ime r e s i d e n t s  i n c l u d e  l a b o r e r s ,  re t i rees ,  ou t -o f - s t a t e  
execu t ives  and employees of t h e  development c o r ~ d r a t i o n  t h a t  c r e a t e d  thbd reso r t  . Few come from 
B a p t i s t  backgrounds, b u t  all have s p i r i t u a l  needs ,  Masters said. 

He compared t h e  church  t o  t h e  oxygen t ank  he keeps  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  e l d e r l y  g u e s t s  who 
might f a i n t  i n  t h e  t h i n  a i r .  V i s i t o r s  a re  g l a d  t o  know t h e  oxygen is a v a i l a b l e ,  even though they 
don' t  expec t  t o  need i t .  

--more-- 



Page 8 B a p t i s t  Press 

'lPeople need t o  know t h e  church is here, ' '  Mas ters  said.  "They need t o  know t h a t  God i s  
s t i l l  a l i v e  and s t i l l  c a r e s  f o r  them. Our be ing  h e r e  g i v e s  them t h a t  assurance ."  

Even people i n  t h e  community who don ' t  a t t e n d  t h e  church r e a d i l y  proclaim its value .  Angel 
F i r e  Development Corp. thought  i t  was impor tan t  enough t o  donate 4.5 a c r e s  o f  land  f o r  t h e  
bu i ld ing .  

V i s i t o r s  o f t e n  g e t  a s u r p r i s e  when they  s t e p  through t h e  church door. I n s i d e  l i e s  an 
e v a n g e l i s t i c  New Mexico B a p t i s t  church r a t h e r  than  t h e  harmless chapel  t h e  p i c tu re sque  s e t t i n g  
Suggests .  Most o f  t h e  64 members c a r r y  j ou rna l s  o r  tape r e c o r d e r s  t o  t ake  n o t e s  on every sermon 
and B ib l e  s tudy .  

This  c o r e  group then  i n f l u e n c e s  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  community, i nc lud ing  hundreds of v i s i t o r s  e a c t  
yea r .  

Whereas most Southern  B a p t i s t  churches  expec t  h a l f  t h e i r  members t o  a t t e n d ,  t h e  Angel F i r e  
church expec t s  on ly  h a l f  t h e  people i n  a t t endance  t o  be members. I n  peak seasons ,  t h e  combined 
congrega t ion  of  t o u r i s t s  and members h a s  reached 250, Masters  s a i d .  

T o u r i s t s  he lped  New Mexico B a p t i s t s  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  dream f o r  a church a t  Angel F i r e .  A group 
of  laymen from F i r s t  a a p t i s t  Church o f  D a l l a s ,  working wi th  Texas B a p t i s t  Men, t h e  B a p t i s t  
Convention o f  New Mexico and t h e  l o c a l  B a p t i s t  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  c o n s t ~ u c t e d  t h e  bu i ld ing  t h r e e  yea r s  
ago, be fo re  t h e r e  was a p a s t o r  o r  congrega t ion .  

Now t h e  Angel F i r e  congrega t ion  h a s  a  deb t - f r ee  b u i l d i n g  wi th  an u p s t a i r s  apartment  t h a t  
w i l l  be used f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  classrooms when a new parsonage is  b u i l t .  The church r e c e i v e s  
con t inu ing  suppor t  from t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board and t h e  B a p t i s t  Convention of  New 
Mexico b u t  a l r e a d y  is  c o n t r i b u t i n g  more back t o  mi s s ions  than  o t h e r  churches o f  comparable s i z e ,  
Masters  sa id .  

Some may t h i n k  t h e  Angel F i r e  church was born wi th  a  s i l v e r  spoon i n  i t s  mouth. B u t  Masters  
is quick t o  p o i n t  o u t  h i s  congrega t ion  is an example o f  what can be done when Southern B a p t i s t s  
coopera te  . 

The r e s u l t  i s  an unusual  b u t  s o l i d  congrega t ion .  "These people a r e  r e a l l y  l e a r n i n g  t o  be 
t h e  church ,"  Masters  s a i d .  

--3o-- 

Church t r a i n i n g  expands 
D i sc ip l e sh ip  t r a i n i n g  

Bap t is t P re s s  
By T e r r i  Lackey 5/18/88 

LAS VEGAS, Nev. (BPI--Discipleship -- equipping  C h r i s t i a n s  f o r  l i f e  a s  w i tnes se s  and servent 
m i n i s t e r s  -- is t h e  f u s e  t o  i g n i t e  church t r a i n i n g  enro l lment  f i g u r e s ,  accord ing  t o  Southern 
B a p t i s t  church t r a i n i n g  l e a d e r s .  

Roy Edgemon, d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Southern  aap t is t  Sunday School Boardt s church t r a i n i n g  
department ,  t o l d  s t a t e  l e a d e r s  meeting f o r  mid-year p lanning  i n  Las Vegas, Nev,, he hopes t o  s e e  
t h e  denominat ion 's  t r a i n i n g  program reach  an enro l lment  o f  2.5 m i l l i o n  by 1995, a  f i g u r e  t h a t  
equals where t h e  program s tood  i n  1958. 

Trac ing  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  r i se  and subsequent  d e c l i n e  o f  enro l lment  i n  church t r a i n i n g ,  
Edgemon s a i d  a l t hough  the  concept  o f  a Sunday n i g h t  program o f  t r a i n i n g  d id  n o t  o r i g i n a t e  with 
t h e  Sunday School  Board, t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  d id  much t o  make 'it grow. 

Enrollment i n  what i s  now known as church t r a i n i n g  e s c a l a t e d  we l l  i n t o  t h e  1960s a f t e r  t h e  
Sunday School Board took on t h e  B a p t i s t  Young Peop le t s  Union program i n  1Y18, he s a id .  
Enrol lment  jumped from 230,000 i n  1918 t o  2.7 m i l l i o n  i n  1963, when i t  began t o  f a l l  s t e a d i l y  t o  
1.8 m i l l i o n  by 1976. The 1987 en ro l lmen t  is 1.95 m i l l i o n .  :. 41 

Edgemon a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  en ro l lmen t  dec rease  i n  p a r t  t o  Sunday n i g h t  compet i t ion  wi th  
t e l e v i s i o n  and o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  en t e r t a inmen t .  

--more-- 
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The key t o  r e a c h i n g  t h e  1995 S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Bold M i s s i o n  T h r u s t  g o a l  o f  2.5 m i l l i o n  is  t o  
renew S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s '  i n t e r e s t  i n  d i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i n g ,  Edgemon n o t e d .  The c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  
depar tment  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  its emphas i s  on d i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i n g  t h r o u g h  Equipp ing  C e n t e r s ,  Lay 
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Equ ipp ing  c o u r s e s ,  c h u r c h  s t u d y  c o u r s e  award programs and B a p t i s t  d o c t r i n e  
s t u d i e s .  

" D o c t r i n e s  B a p t i s t s  B e l i e v e , "  w r i t t e n  by  Edgemon, w i l l  b e  t h e  1989 B a p t i s t  D o c t r i n e  Study 
t ex tbook .  

The d e p a r t m e n t  is e v a l u a t i n g  and r e v i s i n g  t h e  t o t a l  c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  c u r r i c u l u m  and 
c o n t i n u i n g  t o  u s e  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  t o  s t i m u l a t e  e n r o l l m e n t  growth.  

A "back t o  b a s i c s w  e m p h a s i s ,  a t h r e e - y e a r  f o c u s  c a l l i n g  on c h u r c h e s  t o  s t u d y  B a p t i s t  
d o c t r i n e ,  h i s t o r y ,  e t h i c s ,  p o l i t y  and d i s c i p l e s h i p ,  b e g i n s  t h i s  Oc tober .  

"Then, by 1990,  t h e  c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  be  d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  under  an umbre l l a  
s t r a t e g y  c a l l e d  DiscipleALL ," Edgemon t o l d  s t a t e  l e a d e r s .  

The s t r a t e g y  of DiscipleALL vcornmunicates t h e  t o t a l  theme o f  a b a l a n c e d  d i s c i p l e s h i p  
t r a i n i n g  program i n  t h e  c h u r c h e ~ , ~ ~  s a i d  Henry Webb, program p l a n n i n g  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  church  
t r a i n i n g  depar tment .  

lfDiscipleALL w i l l  focus on h e l p i n g  p a s t o r s  and c h u r c h  l e a d e r s  a c c e p t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
p r o v i d e  a  ba lanced  d i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i n g  program f o r  a l l  c h u r c h  members and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  It 
w i l l  c h a l l e n g e  a l l  c h u r c h  members t o  become i n v o l v e d  i n  d i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s , "  
Webb said. 

Edgemon s a i d  h e  b e l i e v e s  a new c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  r e c o r d s  s y s t e m ,  due o u t  i n  May 1989, w i l l  
e n a b l e  c h u r c h e s  t o  more a c c u r a t e l y  t a b u l a t e  t h e i r  e n r o l l m e n t .  "Th is  new c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  r e c o r d s  
sys tem i s  a way o f  e f f e c t i v e l y  measur ing  d i s c i p l e s h i p  growth i n  a  c h u r c h ' s  t r a i n i n g  program,ll  
h e  n o t e d .  

I n  1990,  t h e  c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  r e l e a s e  a  new p e r i o d i c a l ,  B a p t i s t  S tudy  Leader ,  
which w i l l  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n t e n t  and t r a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  B a p t i s t  A d u l t s  and B a p t i s t  
Young Adults magaz ines ,  b o t h  of which will b e  r e d e s i g n e d .  

L ikewise ,  Church T r a i n i n g  magazine w i l l  undergo  a new f o r m a t  deve loped  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  
around t h e  d i s c i p l e s h i p  theme, Edgemon s a i d .  

Church t r a i n i n g  c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  p r e s c h o o l e r s  and  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  be  p r o v i d e d  i n  s e p a r a t e  
p e r i o d i c a l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  Sunday s c h o o l  m a t e r i a l s ,  he  s a i d .  

--3o-- - 
R e t i r e e  l e a d s  South C a r o l i n a  ( "  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
V o l u n t e e r  church  b u i l d e r s  By Jim Bur ton  ' 2 B ' C ~  5/78/88 

EASTOVER, S .C. (BP )--Halfway between t h e  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  c i t i e s  o f  Columbia and Sumter  l i e s  
t h e  community o f  E a s t o v e r .  I t ' s  h a r d  t o  see any  resemblance  o f  a community from t h e  highway, b u t  
i t ' s  t h e r e .  

A s i g n  a l o n g  t h e  highway i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  on 54 aci-es E a s t o v e r  w i l l  s o a n  have  a c h u r c h ,  
Grandview B a p t i s t .  It i s n f  t t h e r e  y e t ,  b u t  when H u b e r t - L i n e  wa lks  t h r o u g h  t h e  t a l l  p i n e s ,  h e  
a l r e a d y  sees it. 

A 3  c o o r d i n a t o r  of v o l u n t e e r  m i n i s t r i e s  f o r  t h e  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  ~ a p t i s i ~ ~ r o t h e r h o o d  
d e p a r t m e n t ,  L i n e  has a v i s i o n  f o r  new c h u r c h e s .  .. d 

T h i s  year, a n  e s t i m a t e d  5,000 S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  B a p t i s t  men and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w i l l  become 
i n v o l v e d  i n  c h u r c h - b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t s  . 

T h e i r  work c o u l d  t a k e  them t o  Minneso ta ,  Wiscons in ,  I l l i n o i s ,  New York, P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  West 
V i r g i n i a ,  Kentucky, Ohio, S t .  Thomas, Peru, Panama o r  P u e r t o  Rico. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e y  w i l l  
c o n d u c t  13 v o l u n t e e r  church-building p r o j e c t s  within South C a r o l i n a .  

--mope-- 
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With n e a r l y  1 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  South  C a r o l i n a  is a 
l e a d e r  i n  v o l u n t e e r  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g .  

l lMissions  invol-vement and m i s s i o n s  s u p p o r t  h a v e  been  h i g h  among t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  South 
C a r o l i n a  B a p t i s t s  h i s t o r i c a l l y , "  s a i d  Ray P. R u s t ,  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  South C a r o l i n a  
B a p t i s t  Convent ion.  " I f  it h a d n ' t  been  f o r  Hubert  coming, t h i s  would n o t  have  been  n e a r l y  so  
success f 'u l .  l1 

Not even  L i n e  c o u l d  f o r e s e e  t h e  growing commitment t o  b u i l d i n g  new c h u r c h e s .  

He worked a s  a c o n t r a c t o r  f o r  more t h a n  25 y e a r s  i n  Kentucky w h i l e  s u p p o r t i n g  a wife  and 
seven  c h i l d r e n .  He t h e n  came t o  South  C a r o l i n a  t o  work w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  Housing A u t h o r i t y  and 
g a i n e d  a n o t h e r  v a l u a b l e  skill -- program p l a n n i n g .  

"I know t h a t  t h e  Lord was p r e p a r i n g  me t h e n  t o  d o  what I ' m  d o i n g  now as  a v o l u n t e e r , "  s a i d  
L ine .  "I wondered back t h e n  why i t  was s o  h a r d .  I l e a r n e d  t o  be f l e x i b l e . "  

About 10 y e a r s  a g o ,  L i n e  began g o i n g  a l o n e  t o  West V i r g i n i a  t o  work on c h u r c h e s  t h e r e .  

As o t h e r  B a p t i s t  Men l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  p r o j e c t s ,  they  began t o  j o i n  him. 

Then, i n  1984,  a t o r n a d o  s t r u c k  n o r t h e a s t e r n  South C a r o l i n a ,  c a u s i n g  s e v e r e  damage i n  
McColL. L i n e  c o o r d i n a t e d  t h e  South  C a r o l i n a  Brotherhood d e p a r t m e n t ' s  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  r e s p o n s e .  
During t h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  B a p t i s t  men h e l p e d  r e b u i l d  70 homes and r e p a i r e d  150 o t h e r s .  

The McColl t o r n a d o  a l lowed  Line  t o  work w i t h  hundreds  o f  B a p t i s t  men from th roughout  t h e  
s t a t e .  T h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  was t h e  s p r i n g b o a r d  l e a d i n g  t o  a s t a t e - w i d e  v o l u n t e e r  involvement  t h a t  
now g i v e s  more t h a n  20,000 man-days p e r  y e a r  t o  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g .  

Ben C o n n e l l ,  s t a t e  Brotherhood d i r e c t o r ,  s a i d  v o l u n t e e r  m i n i s t r i e s  g i v e s  t h e  s ta te  ls Baptist 
Men program a c h a n n e l  f o r  m i s s i o n s  invo lvement .  But  w i t h o u t  a f u l l - t i m e  v o l u n t e e r  c o o r d i n a t o r ,  
t h e  m i n i s t r y  n e v e r  would have grown t h i s  l a r g e .  

"There h a s  n e v e r  been  a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  was a b s o l u t e l y  p r o v i d e n t i a l , "  s a i d  Conne l l .  "God 
j u s t  i n t e r v e n e d  h e r e  i n  South Caro l ina . "  

"Ben and I prayed  f o r  i t , "  s a i d  L ine .  "We have  been w i l l i n g  t o  s t i c k  o u r  necks  o u t ,  and 
we've s t o o d  beh ind  i t .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Ben and me is  a great  key.  I t ' s  he lped  people  
b e l i e v e  i n  what I'm d o i n g .  The Holy S p i r i t  h a s  t o  l e a d  ... T h i s  i s n ' t  something t h a t  you p lan . "  

With a b o u t  50 c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g s  i n  p r o g r e s s  a t  any  one time, t h e  sys tem o f  
c o o r d i n a t i o n  and communication deve loped  by L i n e  h a s  n o t  o n l y  g i v e n  t h e  program c r e d i b i l i t y ,  i t  
h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a d d i t i o n a l  s a v i n g s  f o r  small c o n g r e g a t i o n s  s e e k i n g  t o  b u i l d .  

L ine  e s t i m a t e d  South  C a r o l i n a  v o l u n t e e r s  s a v e  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  a b o u t  $1 m i l l i o n  e a c h  y e a r  i n  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s  a l o n e .  S a v i n g s  o n  i n t e r e s t  payments makes t h a t  f i g u r e  even more s i g n i f i c a n t .  

A t  Highland B a p t i s t  Church i n  Orangeburg,  S.C., L i n e  n o t  o n l y  he lped  s a v e  money, he  
p r e v e n t e d  p o t e n t i a l  d i s a s t e r .  The church had signed a contract with a b u i l d e r  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a 
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a 2 ,500  s q u a r e - f o o t  a u d i t o r i u m  f o r  $125,000. The c o n t r a c t o r  was g o i n g  t o  pour  t h e  
f o u n d a t i o n  on f i l l  d i r t ,  which is e q u i v a l e n t  t o  b u i l d i n g  o q  sand.  L ine  g o t  t h e  church  o u t  o f  t h e  
C o n t r a c t  and reworked t h e  p l a n s .  

llWe went down as  much a s  10 f e e t  t o  g e t  a  s o l i d  f o u n d a t i o n  s o  t h e  c h u ~ c h  d o e s n ' t  s h i f t  and 
c r a c k  ," said  L i n e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c h u r c h  added a n o t h e r  3,500' s q u a r e  feet  t o  t h e  pl&% and b u i l t  t h e  church  
f o r  less t h a n  $125,000. An i n s u r a n c e  f i r m  l a te r  v a l u e d  t h e  f a c i l i t y  a t  $300,000. 

D a l l a s  Redding, p a s t o r  o f  Highland B a p t i s t ,  watched h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n  grow from 33 members t o  
more t h a n  90 a s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was comple ted .  As t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  became i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of i t s  own c h u r c h ,  miracles began t o  happen as God s u p p l i e d  needs.  

"It's b e t t e r  t h a n  a r e v i v a l  m e e t i n g , "  s a i d  Redding. 
--3o-- 

(BPI photo  a v a i l a b l e  upon r e q u e s t  from t h e  SBC Brotherhood Commission. 
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Colorado B a p t i s t s  a v e r t  
Dropping WMU d i r e c t o r  By Marv Knox 

DENVER (BPI--Financially troubled Colorado B a p t i s t s  have stepped back from a proposal t o  
drop t h e  Woman's Missionary Union d i r e c t o r  from t h e i r  s t a t e  convention s t a f f .  

Ins tead ,  they have c a l l e d  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  commitments from Southern Bap t i s t s  across  t he  s t a t e ,  
seeking t o  e l i s i n a t e  t h e i r  c r i p p l i n g  debt.  

I n  Apr i l ,  the  Colorado ~ a p t i s t  General Convention executive board's finance committee made a 
motion t o  cu t  $50,000 from the convention's  1988 budget, reported CBGC Executive Director Charles 
E. Sharp. 

That budget i s  $2.4 mill-ion, with Colorado Bap t i s t s  expected t o  r a i s e  hal f  and o the r  
sources,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission and Sunday School boards, expected t o  
produce the  balance. 

The finance committee's motion was re fe r red  back t o  t h a t  committee and t o  the 
ad rn in i s t r a t ive /pe~sonne l  committee. "They decided t h e  only way t o  cu t  t h a t  much money was t o  cut 
personnel and some programs, " Sharp sa id .  '*The suggestion was t o  c u t  some programming and t o  cut 
the Woman ' s Missionary Union d i r e c t o r  e f f e c t i v e  July 1 ." 

The r a t i o n a l e  behind the  proposal  i s  t h a t  Sharp and WMU Director Sydney P o r t i s  a r e  the  only 
CBGC s t a f f  members funded by Colorado Bap t i s t s ,  Sharp sa id .  Other s t a f f e r s '  s a l a r i e s  are 
supplemented by the  Fame Mission and Sunday School boards. 

B u t  during a c a l l e d  meeting May 1 2 ,  the  executive board voted t o  cu t  some supplemental 
program funct ions  and approved six immediate s t eps  and th ree  long-range proposals t o  ease the 
budget c r i s i s  without dropping the WMU posi t ion.  

Four immediate a c t i o n s  proposed by Sharp were: 

-- That the  Home Mission Board provide add i t iona l  funding f o r  the WMU d i r e c t o r ' s  sa la ry  and 
housing allowance. 

-- That every execut ive  board member commit t o  ask h i s  o r  her church t o  take emergency 
ac t ion  t o  increase  g i f t s  t o  the  Cooperative Program un i f i ed  budget by 10 percent f o r  12 months. 

Sharp ca lcu la ted  t h e  execut ive  board members' churches contr ibute  $34 ,277 per month t o  the  
budget, and the  10 percent  inc rease  would produce an add i t ibna l  $3,427 per  month. 

-- That 1,000 Colorado members of WMU give $5 more' per month, designated t o  the  CBGC 
Cooperative Program, f o r  12 months. ;. 2 

The $5 g i f t s  would be given above regular t i t h e s  and offer ings  and..produce $60,000 per year 
f o r  Colorado Bap t i s t  budget needs, he said.  

Colorado,WMU involves  3,200 women and g i r l s  i n  missions education and missions ac t ion  
programs, P o r t i s  said.  

-- That 200 p a s t o r s  and church staff members also give $5 more per month f o r  12 months t o  
t h e  Colorado Bap t i s t  budget. 

Two o t h e r  immediate a c t i o n s  added by the  board were: 
--more-- 
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-- That a l l  230 Colorado B a p t i s t  churches and missions, not j u s t  those who have members who 
a r e  on the  execut ive  board, be asked t o  take emergency a c t i o n  and increase t h e i r  Colorado 
Cooperative Program g iv ing  10 percent  f o r  a year. 

-- That Colorado B a p t i s t s  conduct a week of prayer,  t h i s  year  only, the  l a s t  week of June, 
and and t h a t  churches rece ive  g i f t s  f o r  the  s t a t e  budget. 

The board a l s o  recommended the  th ree  long-term proposals: 

-- To inves t iga te  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of s e l l i n g  the  convention's o f f ice  building and moving 
i n t o  leased f a c i l i t i e s .  

-- To i n v e s t i g a t e  the  f e a s i b i l i t y  of s e l l i n g  200 a c r e s  of unused land a t  Ponderosa Bap t i s t  
Assembly, located between Denver and Colorado Springs. 

-- To merge the  B a p t i s t  Foundation Church Loan Corp. under the  CBGC. Within two t o  th ree  
years ,  the loan corporat ion would "be i n  the business of  loaning money t o  Colorado Bapt is t  
churches and begin t o  repay a por t ion of the  loans t h e  CBGC has made on i t s  behalf ."  

Three major f a c t o r s  have contr ibuted t o  the Colorado convention's f inanc ia l  woes, Sharp 
sa id :  A $2.3 mi l l ion l o s s  incurred by the  foundation four years  ago, f o r  which the  convention i s  
l i a b l e ;  previous convention budgets t h a t  were "way out of  l i n e  with our  incomew; and the  weak 
economies of Denver and Colorado Springs,  the s t a  t e l s  l a r g e s t  population cen te r s ,  during the  pas t  
18 months. 

Both Sharp and P o r t i s  expressed s a t i s f a c t i o n  with the  apparent so lu t ion  t o  t h e i r  problems. 

"1 f e e l  very good about the  reso lu t ion , "  Sharp to ld  Bapt is t  Press. "We've already cu t  as 
much s t a f f  a s  we need t o  i f  we're going t o  be e f fec t ive .  To cut  t h a t  ( W M U )  posi t ion would have 
l e f t  our missions organizat ions  without a pos i t ive  d i rec t ion.  

" A t  l e a s t  we're giving our churches the  chance t o  come i n  and say,  'We're going t o  turn  t h i s  
around.' This i s  what I have heard from our pas tors ,  'Give u s  a chance.'" 

P o r t i s  added: "It 's  e x c i t i n g  and encouraging t o  know t h a t  the  board members came together 
and f e l t  t h a t  Woman's Missionary Union was a v i t a l  p a r t  of  the church and t h a t  they wanted t o  
explore the  opt ions  -- t o  f ind  o t h e r  ways t o  g e t  out  o f  the f i n a n c i a l  crunch ra the r  than c u t t i n g  
a program." 

P o r t i s ,  who completed 17 yea rs  a s  Colorado WMU d i r e c t o r  May 1, praised Sharp's leadership 
e f f o r t s  and t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  and cooperation of the executive board. She sa id  Colorado WMU may 
become s t ronger  because of  the  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n :  

"The opportunity is c e r t a i n l y  he re ,  i f  we can make the  most of i t .  I ' m  praying t h a t  the  
Lord w i l l  l ead  u s  t o  do j u s t  t h a t .  l1 

--30-- 

Southeastern ded ica tes  
Graduation event  t o  woman 

Bapt is t  Press 
5/18/88 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP )--Against a backgroup of coqfronta t ions ,  res ignat ions ,  e l ec t ions  and 
t r a n s i t i o n ,  Southeastern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary i n  Wake Fores t ,  N . C . ,  conducted i ts  37 th  
annual May graduation.  

;. &' 

Although a new p r e s i d e n t  took o f f i c e  April .  1, t h e  commencement was,conducted by W. Randall 
Lolley,  who resigned a f t e r  14 years a s  Southeastern 's  pres ident  following a conf ronb t ion  with 
t r u s t e e s  over f a c u l t y  s e l e c t i o n .  Lolley recent ly  accepted a c a l l  t o  become pas tor  o f  F i r s t  
Bap t i s t  Church o f  Raleigh,  N.C. \ 

Lolley was jo ined  i n  conduct ing  t h e  commencement by Morris  Ashcraft ,  who resigned as dean of 
the  f a c u l t y ,  bu t  remains as  a tenured professor  o f  theology. Both also par t i c ipa ted  i n  a worship 
s e r v i c e  on t h e  evening before  the commencement. 

--more-- 
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L o l l e y  and A s h c r a f t  a l s o  w i l l  c o n d u c t  t h e  J u l y  commencement, p a r t  o f  a n  agreement 
reached  w i t h  t r u s t e e s  i n  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n s .  

The g r a d u a t i o n  e v e  worsh ip  s e r v i c e  was d e d i c a t e d  by L o l l e y  t o  Nancy H a s t i n g s  S e h e s t e d ,  and 
t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  P r e s c o t t  Memorial  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Hemphis, Tenn. When t h e  church  c a l l e d  
S e h e s t e d  t o  b e  s e n i o r  pastor ,  it was " d i s f e l l o w s h i p p e d v  by the  Shelby B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

I n  h i s  sermon,  " F i n d i n g  a t o w e l  w i t h  your  name on it," L o l l e y  s a i d  a c t u a l  m i n i s t r y  i n v o l v e s  
s e r v a n t h o o d ,  and "a t o w e l  is t h e  v e r y  b e s t  symbol of  servanthood."  He c a u t i o n e d  g r a d u a t e s  t o  be  
aware  o f  a v a r i e t y  o f  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  c a l l ,  s a y i n g :  "Servanthood c o n e s  h a r d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  o u r  
t ime  when 'muscle  C h r i s t i a n i t y 1  t h r i v e s  on  i t s  a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e s .  

"Chris tendom abounds  with t h e  mega-church peop led  by t h e  mega- t r ibe ,  l e d  by the  mega-chief.  
S o u t h e a s t e r n e r s ,  have  none o f  i t .  " 

He r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  "gender  i s s u e , "  and  s a i d  t h e  l l s o l u t i o n  must be  dec ided  upon t h e  whole 
sweep o f  b i b l i c a l  r e v e l a t i o n , "  and s a i d  God worked t h r o u g h  t h e  gender  l i n e s  o f  bat:? Adam and Eve. 
"Moreover,  w i t h i n  t h e  l i f e  and m i n i s t r y  o f  J e s u s  t h e r e  is n o t  the  s l i g h t e s t  h i n t  t h a t  h s  
p e r c e i v e d  Eve ' s  g e n d e r - l i n e  t o  b e  a n y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  Adam's. . . ." 

"When i t  a l l  b o i l s  down t o  t h e  b a s i c s ,  t h e  B i b l e  is  gender -neu t ra l .  So is t h e  Gospel ,"  
L o l l e y  added.  

I n  h i s  c h a r g e  t o  g r a d u a t e s ,  A s h c r a f t  t o l d  g r a d u a t e s  t h a t  whatever  t h e i r  m i n i s t r y  -- 
p a s t o r a l ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  m u s i c ,  c o u n s e l i n g  -- t h e y  must p r e a c h  t h e  word. "You j u s t i f y  y o u r  C h r i s t i a n  
m i n i s t r y  o n l y  as  you h e l p  them ( p e o p l e )  t o  h e a r  God ls word f o r  them." 

He u rged  h i s  a u d i e n c e  t o  have  a " s e r i o u s  r e g a r d  f o r  your  h e a r e r s  which t a k e s  p r i o r i t y  o v e r  
t h e  f l i p p a n t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  day .  Our c h a r g e  is t o  s t i c k  w i t h  p reach ing  the  g o s g e l  even  when 
i t  is  o u t  o f  s t y l e . "  

Urg ing  g r a d u a t e s  t o  embrace b o t h  l i b e r a l  and  c o n s e r v a t i v e  o u t l o o k s ,  A s h c r a f t  sa id :  "Be 
c r i t i c a l  i n  y o u r  s t u d y  and e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  a l l e g e d  t r u t h ,  d e c l a r e d  p l a t f o r m s  and p o s i t i v e  claims. 

He c o n t r a s t e d  t h e  o u t l o o k s  by saying, "This r e l u c t a n c e  t o  a c c e p t  as  f i n a l  t h e  t empora l  & i d  
t e n t a t i v e  i n s i g h t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  i s  a l i b e r a l  o u t l o o k I f 1  and t h e n  a d d i n g ,  "The o u t l o o k  of  b e i n g  
f a i t h f u l  t o  t h a t  which h a s  p roved  i t s  t r u t h  and goodness  is t r u e  c o n s e r v a t i s n . "  

A s h c r a f t  said t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  c a l l  f o r  m i n i s t e r s  t o  "hold f a s t  what is  good,ll b u t  a l s o  
i n s t r u c t s  them t o  " tes t  e v e r y t h i n g , "  

A five-member d e l e g a t i o n  from t h e  f a c u l t y  of  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  T n e o l o g i c a l  Seminary i n  
L o u i s v i l l e ,  Ky., j o i n e d  t h e  g r a d u a t i o n ,  marching a l o n g s i d e  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  f a c u l t y  and 
adrninis  tra t i o n .  

S o u t h e r n  Seminary P r o f e s s o r  and Dean Wil l iam Rogers  r e a d  a  s t a t e m e n t  of  s u p p o r t  which was 
s i g n e d  by 4 1  S o u t h e r n  f a c u l t y  members. I t  no ted  t h e  t u r b u l e n c e  o f  the  p a s t  y e a r  a t  S o u t h e a s t e r n  
and commends t h e  s e m i n a r y  communityls  ncourageous  s t a n d  on b e h a l f  o f  a l l  who c h e r i s h  s p i r i t u a l  
and academic freedom." 

The s t a t e m e n t  went on t o  "encourage  t h e  f a c u l t y  and s t u d e n t s  ... t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  s t a n d  
t o g e t h e r  and p u r s u e  t h e  q u a l i t y  t h e o l o g i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  which is your  t r a d i t i o n . "  

Rogers  a l so  p r e s e n t e d  a c i t a t i o n  t o  L o l l e y  for  !ll4 y e a r s  of outs tandJ2g l e a d e r ~ h i p , ~  which 
was p r e s e n t e d  on behalf of the  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  f a c u l t y ,  staff and s t u d e n t  body a t  t h e  L o u i s v i l l e  
seminary  and  was s i g n e d  by P r e s i d e n t  Roy L.  Honeycut t .  ;. Y 

The c i t a t i o n  n o t e d  L o l l e y l s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e o l o g i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  as well as his s e r v i c e  "as a 
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r  and s t a t e s m a n  who c o n s i s t e n t l y  demons t ra ted  t h e  courage  o f  h i s  

I 
c o n v i c t i o n s .  " 

--3o-- 
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Churches  a l e r t e d  t o  beware  o f  
Woman a c t i n g  as  fo rmer  Mormon By Mark Wingfie ld  

ATLANTA (BPI--A woman p r e t e n d i n g  t o  be  a  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  Mormon m i s s i o n a r y  is t r a v e l i n g  
a round  t h e  c o u n t r y  a l l e g e d l y  t r y i n g  t o  c o n  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  i n t o  g i v i n g  h e r  money, Gary 
L e a z e r ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board ' s  i n t e r f a i t h  w i t n e s s  depar tment  h a s  
warned. 

The woman, 3 o b b i e  D i n t i n o ,  was l a s t  s e e n  May 16 i n  Reading, Pa. ,  where s h e  was c o n f r o n t e d  
w i t h  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  by t h e  p a s t o r  o f  B e r k s h i r e  B a p t i s t  Church and by p o l i c e ,  r e p o r t e d  Leazer .  
Because D i n t i n o  had n o t  r e c e i v e d  money from t h e  Reading c h u r c h ,  p o l i c e  would n o t  d e t a i n  h e r .  

D i n t i n o ,  who a l l e g e d l y  e s c a p e d  from a county j a i l  i n  Utah, h a s  been i d e n t i f i e d  i n  i n c i d e n t s  
t h i s  s p r i n g  w i t h  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  F l o r i d a ,  Georg ia ,  West V i r g i n i a ,  Kentucky and 
I n d i a n a  . 

I n  each case, s h e  a p p a r e n t l y  made c o n t a c t  w i t h  a B a p t i s t  church, c l a i m i n g  t o  be a fo rmer  
Formon m i s s i o n a r y  who wanted t o  know more a b o u t  becoming a C h r i s t i a n .  I n  most c a s e s ,  s h e  made a 
p u b l i c  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  f a i t h  d u r i n g  a worsh ip  s e r v l c e .  

The woman u s u a l l y  d i d  n o t  d i r e c t l y  a s k  f o r  money, a c c o r d i n g  t o  r e p o r t s .  I n s t e a d ,  s h e  conned 
C h r i s t i a n s  i n t o  a s s i s t i n g  h e r  by a p p e a r i n g  t o  b e  i n  need. 

Lee B o l t o n ,  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  Reading c h u r c h ,  r e c e i v e d  a c a l l  from D i n t i n o  S a t u r d a y ,  May 14 .  
A f t e r  h e a r i n g  h e r  s t o r y ,  h e  p i c k e d  h e r  up a t  t h e  bus  s t a t i o n  and a r r a n g e d  f o r  h e r  t o  s t a y  w i t h  
one o f  h i s  n e i g h b o r s ,  r e p o r t e d  B o l t o n ' s  w i f e ,  Joy.  

D i n t i n o  a t t e n d e d  B o l t o n t s  c h u r c h  t h e  n e x t  morning and s a i d  s h e  wanted t o  become a C h r i s t i a n ,  
Mrs. B o l t o n  s a i d .  But  when two c o n v e r t e d  Mormons who a r e  members o f  t h e  church  counse led  w l t h  
h e r  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e y  t o l d  t h e  p a s t o r  t h e y  were s k e p t i c a l  o f  h e r  s t o r y .  

J u s t  t h r e e  weeks e a r l i e r ,  Mrs. B o l t o n  had a t t e n d e d  a Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Woman's Y i s s i o n a r y  
Union w r i t e r s t  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  airmirigham, Ala . ,  where she  had heard  Leazer  t e l l  a b o u t  a s i m i l a r  
s i t u a t i o n .  L e a z e r  a l r e a d y  had r e c e i v e d  s e v e r a l  c a l l s  from c h u r c h e s  a b o u t  Dint ino.  

Because o f  L e a z e r ' s  warn ing  i n  Birmingham, Mrs. B o l t o n  dec ided  t o  c a l l  him f o r  more 
i n f o r m a t i o n .  L e a z e r  p u t  t h e  B o l t o n s  i n  touch  w i t h  S c o t t  Burns,  coun ty  a t t o r n e y  i n  Cedar C i t y ,  
Utah.  

Through Burns1  e f f o r t s ,  D i n t i n o  was c o n v i c t e d  March 2 6 ,  1987, o f  t h e f t  by d e c e p t i o n  and 
s e n t e n c e d  t o  a s h o r t  term i n  t h e  c o u n t y  j a i l .  I n  Utah, D i n t i n o  had r e c e i v e d  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
by c l a i m i n g  t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Mormonism, Burns  s a i d .  

D i n t i n o ' s  c l a i m s  t o  B a p t i s t s  t h a t  s h e  is a former  Mormon p a r t i a l l y  a r e  t r u e .  According t o  
Burns ,  D i n t i n o  was b a p t i z e d  i n t o  a t  l e a s t  50 Mormon c h u r c h e s  and r e c e i v e d  food, money, f u r n i t u r e ,  
a n  a p a r t m e n t  and m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  

Because D i n t i n o  was o n l y  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  misderceanor, s h e  c a n n o t  b e  e x t r a d i t e d  t o  Utah if 
found i n  a n o t h e r  s t a te ,  Burns  s a i d .  R a t h e r  t h a n  p r o s e c u t i n g  h e r  f o r  a r e l a t i v e l y  small t h e f t ,  
most c o u n t i e s  s i m p l y  w i l l  p u t  h e r  on a  b u s  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  l e a v e  town, he s a i d .  

D i n t i n o  h a s  u s e d  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  a l i a s e s ,  s a i d  h s r  B o l t o n  and T a l  Davis ,  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  
o f  t h e  b o a r d ' s  i n t e r f a i t h  w i t n e s s  depar tment .  She h a s  been known as  L a u r i e  Paxwel l ,  S h e l l y  
Babbitt, J e n n i f e r  Dunn, Francine J e n s o n  and ~ t e p h a n i e -  Andrews. :. 

I n  Reading,  D i n t i n o  l e f t  b e h i n d  a s u i t c a s e  f u l l  o f  Sou thern  B a p t i d  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  
s i x  Bibles and t h r e e  "Survival Kitsn f o r  new C h r i s t i a n s ,  Yrs. B o l t o n  s a i d .  The B i b l e s  and 
li t e r a  t u r e  t r a c e  D i n t i n o ' s  p a t h  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s  and m u l t i p l e  c o n v e r s i o n  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

Dav is  and L e a z e r  o f f e r e d  three s u g g e s t i o n s  for  c h u r c h e s  who e n c o u n t e r  s t r a n g e r s  c l a i m i n g  t o  
be d i s i l l u s i o n e d  with a c u l t :  Ask f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  ge t  as much i n f o r m a t i o n  as  p o s s i b l e  and 
c a l l  t h e  Home Mission Board i n t e r f a i t h  w i t n e s s  depar tment  f o r  r e s o u r c e s .  

--3!3-- 
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By Eric Miller 

PANAMA C I T Y ,  Panama (BP)--'hen S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  m i s s i o n a r y  Car ry  Eudy a r r i v e d  i n  Panama, he 
f a c e d  two problems:  c h u r c h e s  u i t h o u t  p r e a c h e r s  and seminary g r a d u a t e s  w i t h o u t  jobs. 

The s o l u t i o n  looked  s i m p l e ,  b u t  c u l . t u r a 1  dynamics s t o o d  i n  t h e  way o f  p l a c i n g  young 
p r e a c h e r s  i n  t h o s e  empty p u l p i t s .  

"There is n o t  much w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  g i v e  young p e o p l e  a chance,"  Eudy s a i d .  "Even seminary 
s t u d e n t s  are r e a l l y  h e l d  a t  a d i s t a n c e  by some o f  o u r  a d u l t  populat ion. l f  

D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  Panamanian B a p t i s t s  have  a g o a l  t o  s t a r t  100 c h u r c h e s  and 100 m i s s i o n s  between 
1987 and 1992. 

Eudy wants  young a d u l t s  t o  h e l p  r e a c h  t h i s  g o a l .  As a s t u d e n t  worker ,  he  h a s  p u t  t h e  young 
peop le  t h r o u g h  g r u e l i n g  t r a i n i n g ,  s e n d i n g  them on door-to-door w i t n e s s i n g  s p r e e s  by day and 
h e l p i n g  them c o n d u c t  Vaca t ion  Bible S c h o o l s  and B i b l e  c l u b  mee t ings  by n i g h t .  

He's t a u g h t  many o f  them a b o u t  t h e  R i b l e  and how t o  p reach  during c o u r s e s  a t  S a p t i s t  
T n e o l o g i c a l  Seminary i n  Balboa.  He and h i s  w i f e ,  Kathy,  have opened t h e i r  home t o  t h e  young 
peop le  f o r  cook-ou t s ,  p a r t i e s  and c o u n s e l i n g ,  p r o v i d i n g  a much-needed r o l e  model o f  a C h r i s t i a n  
home. 

F i n a l l y ,  r i d i n g  on t h e  r e s p e c t  he h a s  won a s  a p a s t o r  among o l d e r  a d u l t s ,  he h a s  p u t  t h e  
young p r e a c h e r s  beh ind  t h e  p u l p i t  i n  h i s  o c c a s i o n a l  absences .  O l d e r  a d u l t s  and l e a d e r s  were 
amazed because  " t h e y  d i d  n o t  know tha t  t h e s e  young men could p reach  l i k e  t h a t , "  Eudy s a i d .  

Out o f  this e f f o r t ,  Eudy is  s e e i n g  r i se  up a young man whom h e  r e f e r s  t o  as " t h e  f u t u r e  
B i l l y  Graham o f  Panama -- I v a n  Guin t e r o .  'I 

G u i n t e r o ,  one o f  Eudy 's  seminary  s t u d e n t s ,  s a i d :  "1 have one g o a l  i n  my l i f e ,  and t h a t  is  
t o  t o u c h  e v e r y  c o r n e r  o f  my c o u n t r y  w i t h  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  -- whether  t h a t ' s  i n  
e v a n g e l i s t i c  c r u s a d e s ,  r e v i v a l  c r u s a d e s ,  c o n f e r e n c e s  o r  whatever .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what 
forms i t  w i l l  t a k e ,  b u t  I w i l l  r e a c h  my g o a l . "  . 

T h i s  is r e a s s u r i n g  t o  Eudy, e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  h e  w i l l  move t o  Guatemala i n  June. I n  
September  1987,  h e  was named a s s o c i a t e  t o  t h e  Sou thern  B a p t i s t  Fore ign  Miss ion Board 's  d i r e c t o r  
f o r  Middle America and Canada. 

Over t h e  l a s t  decade  i n  Panama, Eudy h a s  been p r e p a r i n g  t o  work h i m s e l f  o u t  o f  a  job by 
b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  by young p e o p l e  h e  h a s  t r a i n e d .  He knew he would l e a v e  someday, b u t  d i d n ' t  know 
when. 

"I f e e l  l i k e  my r e a l  v a l u e  as a m i s s i o n a r y  is  i n v e s t i n g  my l i f e  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  
and t h e  seminary  s t u d e n t s  who w i l l  be  t h e  f u t u r e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Panama as  e v a n g e l i s t s  o r  p a s t o r s , "  
Eudy s a i d .  T h i s  is  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e ,  l i k e  much o f  L a t i n  America, t h e  youth 
p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  escalate .  Even i n  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s ,  youth g r e a t l y  outnumber a d u l t s .  

And few c h u r c h e s  have  m i n i s t e r s  t o  y o u t h  o r  m i n i s t e r s  o f  music who s p e c i a l i z e  i n  youth 
music .  Few e s t a b l i s h e d  p a s t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  c o l l e g e ,  and many are i l l - e q u i p p e d  t o  r e l a t e  t o  
u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s .  Some p a s t o r s  are i n t i m i d a t e d  by s t u d k n t s  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n ,  Eudy s a i d .  . . 

He has  devo ted  much of his time t o  a summer missKOnary program f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  
known a s  t h e  l lBrigados, ' l  o r  b r i g a d e s .  S t u d e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s  began this prowam i n  1981. 

;. &' 

B r i g a d o s  was s t a r t e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  weak c h u r c h e s  and deve lop  you th  l e a d e r s h i p .  f t is 
d e s i g n e d  t o  t r a i n  y o u t h  t o  h e l p  c h u r c h e s  w i t h  Vaca t ion  B i b l e  School  and t o  p r o v i d e  youth workers  
f o r  Sunday s c h o o l  and r e v i v a l  c r u s a d e s .  

Eudy began working w i t h  t h e  B r i g a d o s  i n  1982. I n  1983 he l e d  i n  chang ing  the  approach  t o  
make i t  strongly e v a n g e l i s t i c ,  w i t h  immediate  follow-up and small group d i s c i p l e s h i p  s t u d i e s .  

--more-- 
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"What e x c i t e s  me a b o u t  t h e  B r i g a d o s  is t h a t  i t  is a program t h a t  was born  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  of 
t h e  Panamanian young p e o p l e , "  Eudy s a i d .  ''1 fee l  l i k e  I ' v e  h e l p e d  t o  g i v e  i t  some d i r e c t i o n  and 
s t a b i l i t y ,  b u t  t h e y  had t h e  v i s i o n ,  and i t ' s  someth ing  c o m p l e t e l y  ind igenous . "  

Under Eudy's d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e  " b r i g a d i s t a s , "  o r  b r i g a d e  members, p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e i r  work by 
g e t t i n g  i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  i n  p e r s o n a l  evange l i sm.  T h i s  Is comparable  t o  Southern  B a p t i s t s '  
Cont inuous Witness  T r a i n i n g  program. 

B r i g a d i s t a s  l e a r n  how t o  conduc t  immediate follow-up of  new b e l i e v e r s .  They encourage and 
g u i d e  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  d a i l y  d e v o t i o n s .  

Each worker  e v a n g e l i z e s  30 t o  50 people  t h r o u g h  door- to-door  v i s i t s .  Each f o l l o w s  up on 20 
t o  25 people .  They spend f i v e  h o u r s  i n  v i s i t a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  day. A t  n i g h t ,  they  l e a d  home 
B i b l e  s t u d i e s  and c o n d u c t  Vaca t ion  B i b l e  Schools  and backyard B i b l e  c l u b s .  

I B r i g a d i s t a s  r e a d  material on e v a n g e l i s m  and d i s c i p l e s h i p  w h i l e  i n  t h e  program. They meet 
d a i l y  t o  r e p o r t  on p r o g r e s s  and s h a r e  i d e a s .  

I Yany a l s o  a t t e n d  E u d y f s  c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  seminary ,  g i v i n g  him a chance t o  c o n t i n u e  his 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h o s e  who have answered God's c a l l  t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  

I I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  s t u d e n t  work and t e a c h f n g ,  t h e  Birmingham, Ala. ,  n a t i v e  a l s o  h a s  been a n  
i n t e r i m  p a s t o r  a t  one o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s  and h a s  been l i a i s o n  between Southern  B a p t i s t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  
I n  Panama and t h e  Panama B a p t i s t  Convent ion.  

Through t h e s e  v a r i e d  r o l e s ,  Eudy b e l i e v e s  h e  h a s  h e l p e d  b r i d g e  a  gap between two g e n e r a t i o n s  
o f  B a p t i s t s  i n  Panama. T o g e t h e r ,  he  t h i n k s  t h e y  c a n  h e l p  win t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  world t o  C h r i s t .  

--30-- 
(BPI photos  mai led t o  B a p t i s t  s t a t e  newspapers  by Richmond bureau  o f  B a p t i s t  P r e s s .  

Home Miss ion  Board o f f e r s  
New t o l l - r r e e  number By Mark Wingf ie ld  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
5/18/88 

I ATLANTA (BPI--southern B a p t i s t s  who have  been w r i n g i n g  t h e i r  hands o v e r  unanswered q u e s t i o n s  
a b o u t  home m i s s i o n s  may now r i n g  t h e i r  Home Miss ion  Board ' s  new t o l l - f r e e  number i n s t e a d .  

I By d i a l i n g  1-500-634-2462, c a l l e r s  may p l a c e  o r d e r s  f o r  Home Miss ion  Board p r o d u c t s  o r  
r e c e i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  any f a c e t  o f  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s r  m i s s i o n  work i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s .  

The s e r v i c e  began Jan .  1 a s  a n  e x t e n s i o n  of the b o a r d ' s  o r d e r s  p r o c e s s i n g  depar tment ,  Four  
o p e r a t o r s  answer  calls from 8 a.m. t o  6: 30 p.m. (SDST) Monday th rough  F r i d a y .  

I The t o l l - f r e e  number is  f o r  more t h a n  p r o d u c t  o r d e r s ,  s a i d  Les ley  Wether ington,  manager o f  
t h e  cus tomer  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r .  "We want  t h i s  t o  b e  a  r e a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  Home Mission 
Board,"  she noted .  

I O p e r a t o r s  are t r a i n e d  t o  answer  the  most common q u e s t i o n s ,  l i k e  how many home m i s s i o n a r i e s  
a r e  s e r v i n g  o r  what t h e  g o a l  f o r  t h e  Annie Armstrong E a s t e r  O f f e r i n g  is. Quest ions  t h a t  can ' t  b e  
answered r i g h t  away w i l l  b e  r e s e a r c h e d  and answered w i t h i n  48 hours .  

Callers a l s o  may u s e  t h e  new number t o  o r d e r  any  o f  t h e  b o a r d ' s  f r e e  o r  p r i c e d  p r o d u c t s ,  
such as  t h e  " E t e r n a l  L i fe f1  b o o k l e t  o r  nReal L i f e t t  t ract:  Priced products w i l l  be shipped within 
48 hours .  

;. *' 

Even i f  a c a l l e r  needs  a p r o d u c t  n o t  hand led  by t h e  Home Miss ion  Board,  t h e  o p e r a t o r s  w i l l  
f i n d  o u t  who d o e s  h a n d l e  t h e  p r o d u c t  and how t o  g e t  i t .  "We d o n ' t  con&er  the  need met u n t i l  we 
f i n d  t h e  answer ,  " s a i d  K i t t y  Roberson, d i r e c t o r  of  the b o a r d ' s  m a r k e t i n g  s e r v i c e s .  

I Messengers t o  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Convent ion i n  San Antonio,  Texas, t h i s  summer w i l l  b e  
encouraged t o  t r y  o u t  t h e  new s e r v i c e .  The Home M i s s i o n  Board ' s  b o o t h  w i l l  f e a t u r e  a d i r e c t  
hook-up w i t h  t h e  cus tomer  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  i n  A t l a n t a .  
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The new number is an a d d i t i o n a l  exp re s s ion  of t h e  Home Mission Board 's  commitment t o  
s e r v i c e ,  Roberson s a i d .  "Our job is t o  p u t  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  hands o f  Southern B a p t i s t s  s o  they 
can do home miss ions  work i n  t h e i r  communities," s h e  expla ined .  

The response a l r e a d y  is encouraging,  Wetherington s a i d .  During t h e  peak time before  t h e  
Annie Armstrong E a s t e r  O f f e r i n g ,  o p e r a t o r s  took 100 c a l l s  p e r  day. 

"It makes you e x c i t e d  t o  s e e  what ' s  happening i n  t h e  f i e l d , "  she s a i d .  "It f e e l s  good t o  
know t h a t  behind a l l  t h e  numbers, the Lord is working." 

--3o-- 

Church b r i n g s  h igh  hopes 
To New Mexico mountain v a l l e y  By Mark Wing f i e l d  

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
5/ 18/88 

ANGEL FIRE,  N.M. ( ~ ~ ) - - ~ i n c e  t h e  economic c o n d i t i o n  o f  Angel F i r e ,  N . M . ,  h a s  f a l l e n  i n t o  
a v a l l e y ,  t h e  church Southern B a p t i s t s  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  mountain r e s o r t  t h r e e  yea r s  ago s t a n d s  ou t  
as a towering symbol o f  hope. 

The whi te  s p i r e  o f  t h e  coun t ry  church b u i l d i n g  peeks ou t  between t h e  b lue  New Mexico sky and 
t h e  groves  o f  p ine  t rees  cover ing  t h e  Sangre de C r i s t o  mountains. Seen from a d i s t a n c e  a t  
s u n s e t ,  t h e  mountain range  appea r s  blood r e d ,  which g i v e s  i t  t h e  Spanish name meaning "blood o f  
C h r i s t .  tt 

But even people s k i i n g ,  g o l f i n g  o r  shopping on Angel F i r e ' s  mountainside a r e  reminded of  
C h r i s t  by t h e  wh i t e ,  wood-framed church g iven  t o  t h e  community by Southern B a p t i s t s .  The church 
is  n e s t l e d  i n  a  c l e a r i n g  o f f  t h e  r e s o r t ' s  major highway, v i s i b l e  t o  everyone who pas se s  by. 

"This l i t t l e  church is  t h e  b r i g h t e s t  hope i n  t h i s  whole v a l l e y , "  s a i d  Dann Masters ,  p a s t o r  
of  Angel F i r e  B a p t i s t  Church. 

Nope has  diminished f o r  many r e s i d e n t s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  The i r  bus ines s  r i s e s  and f a l l s  with 
t h e  p r o f i t s  o f  t o u r i s t s  from Texas and Oklahoma. A r e c e n t  d e c l i n e  i f i  t h e  o i l  bus ines s  i n  those  
s t a t e s  has  meant a d e c l i n e  i n  Angel F i r e  tour i sm.  

Even those  who s t i l l  come t o  t h e  no r the rn  New Mexico r e s o r t  from o t h e r  s t a t e s  now come with 
l e s s  money t o  spend. "Things h e r e  a r e  probably t h e  wors t  I ' v e  s een  them," Masters  s a i d .  

The l i g h t  mountain a i r  o f t e n  mixes wi th  heavy h e a r t s ,  he salci. Many people move t o  t'ne 
mountains t o  escape  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  o f  modern l i v i n g  o r  t o  " f ind  themselves,"  he expla ined .  A f t e r  
t ime,  they  f a c e  i s o l a t i o n ,  which now is  compounded by l a y o f f s  and bus ines s  f a i l u r e s .  

The r e s u l t i n g  "hard h e a r t s t t  and a d e s i r e  f o r  p r ivacy  make evangel ism d i f f i c u l t ,  Masters  
s a i d .  Some r e s i d e n t s  don ' t  want Masters  t o  v i s i t ,  because they  p l ace  a  h igh  va lue  on pr ivacy .  
And i n  t h e  w i n t e r  months, he c o u l d n t t  g e t  through t h e  snowbound mountain roads  t o  many of  t h e i r  
homes i f  he were i n v i t e d .  

But because o f  t h e  chu rch ' s  w i t n e s s ,  l o c a l s  f e e l  f r e e  t o  come t o  him. Masters  b e l i e v e s  his 
g r e a t e s t  ou t reach  comes through counse l ing .  S ince  he  is t h e  only  p a s t o r  i n  town, church members 
and non-members a l i k e  b r i n g  him t h e i r  t r o u b l e s .  

A s  t h e  economy h a s  f a l t e r e d ,  t h e  number of people s eek ing  Masters  o u t  f o r  counse l ing  has  
increased .  Through t h i s  m i n i s t r y ,  he s h a r e s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  gospe l  wi th  people who might n o t  a l l ow  
an e v a n g e l i s t i c  v i s i t  i n  t h e i r  homes. ;. -' 

Angel F i r e ' s  permanent and par t - t ime r e s i d e n t s  i n c l u d e  l a b o r e r s ,  regfirees, ou t -o f - s t a t e  
execu t ives  and employees o f  t h e  development c o r p o r a t i o n  t h a t  c r e a t e d  t h e  r e s o r t .  Few come from 
B a p t i s t  backgrounds, b u t  a l l  have s p i r i t u a l  needs ,  Masters s a i d .  

He compared t h e  church t o  t h e  oxygen t ank  he keeps  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  f o r  e l d e r l y  g u e s t s  who 
might f a i n t  i n  t h e  t h i n  a i r .  Y i s i t o r s  a r e  g l a d  t o  know t h e  oxygen is a v a i l a b l e ,  even though they 
don ' t  expec t  t o  need i t .  

--more-- 
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"People need t o  know t h e  c h u r c h  is h e r e , "  M a s t e r s  s a i d .  "They need t o  know t h a t  God is 
s t i l l  a l i v e  and s t i l l  cares f o r  them. Our b e i n g  h e r e  g i v e s  them t h a t  a s s u r a n c e . "  

Even p e o p l e  i n  t h e  community who d o n ' t  a t t e n d  t h e  c h u r c h  r e a d i l y  p r o c l a i m  i t s  v a l u e .  Angel 
F i r e  Development Corp. t h o u g h t  i t  was i m p o r t a n t  enough t o  d o n a t e  4.5 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  f o r  t h e  
b u i l d i n g .  

V i s i t o r s  o f t e n  g e t  a s u r p r i s e  when t h e y  s t e p  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h u r c h  door .  I n s i d e  l i e s  a n  
e v a n g e l i s t i c  New Mexico B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  h a r m l e s s  c h a p e l  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  s e t t i n g  
s u g g e s t s .  Most o f  t h e  64 members c a r r y  j o u r n a l s  o r  t a p e  r e c o r d e r s  t o  t a k e  n o t e s  on e v e r y  sermon 
and B i b l e  s t u d y .  

T h i s  c o r e  g roup  t h e n  i n f l u e n c e s  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  community, i n c l u d i n g  hundreds  of v i s i t o r s  eact  
y e a r ,  

Whereas most S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  e x p e c t  h a l f  t h e i r  members t o  a t t e n d ,  t h e  Angel F i r e  
c h u r c h  e x p e c t s  o n l y  h a l f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  t o  b e  members. I n  peak s e a s o n s ,  t h e  combined 
c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t o u r i s t s  and members h a s  reached  250,  Masters s a i d .  

T o u r i s t s  h e l p e d  New Mexico B a p t i s t s  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  dream f o r  a  c h u r c h  a t  Angel F i r e .  A grouc  
o f  laymen from F i r s t  a a p t i s t  Church o f  Dallas, working w i t h  Texas s a p t i s t  Men, t h e  B a p t i s t  
Convent ion o f  New Mexico and t h e  l o c a l  B a p t i s t  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h r e e  y e a r s  
a g o ,  b e f o r e  t h e r e  was a p a s t o r  o r  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  

Now t h e  Angel F i re  c o n g r e g a t i o n  h a s  a d e b t - f r e e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a n  u p s t a i r s  a p a r t m e n t  t h a t  
w i l l  b e  used f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  c l a s s r o o m s  when a  new p a r s o n a g e  is  b u i l t .  The church  r e c e i v e s  
c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  from t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Home Miss ion  Board and t h e  B a p t i s t  Convent ion o f  New 
Mexico b u t  a l r e a d y  i s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  more back  t o  m i s s i o n s  t h a n  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  o f  comparable  s i z e ,  
M a s t e r s  s a i d .  

Some may t h i n k  t h e  Angel F i r e  c h u r c h  was b o r n  w i t h  a  s i l v e r  spoon i n  i ts  mouth. B u t  Master: 
is q u i c k  t o  p o i n t  o u t  h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n  is a n  example o f  what can be  done when Sou thern  B a p t i s t s  
c o o p e r a t e  . 

The r e s u l t  i s  a n  u n u s u a l  b u t  s o l i d  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  "These p e o p l e  are  r e a l l y  l e a r n i n g  t o  be  
t h e  c h u r c h , "  M a s t e r s  s a i d .  

--3o-- 

Church t r a i n i n g  expands  
D i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i n g  By T e r r i  Lackey 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
5/18/88 

LAS VEGAS, Nev. ( B P I - - ~ i s c i p l e s h l p  -- e q u i p p i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  f o r  l i f e  a s  w i t n e s s e s  and s e r v a n t  
m i n i s t e r s  -- i s  t h e  f u s e  t o  i g n i t e  c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  e n r o l l m e n t  f i g u r e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S o u t h e r n  
B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  t r a l n i n g  l e a d e r s .  

Roy Zdgemon, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  a a p t i s t  Sunday School  B o a r d ' s  c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  
d e p a r t m e n t ,  t o l d  s t a t e  l e a d e r s  mee t ing  f o r  mid-year p l a n n i n g  i n  Las  Iregas,  Nev., he hopes  t o  s e e  
t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s  t r a i n i n g  program r e a c h  a n  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  2.5 m i l l i o n  by 1995,  a f i g u r e  t h a t  
e q u a l s  where the program s t o o d  i n  1958. 

T r a c i n g  the  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  rise and s u b s e q u e n t  d e c l i n e  o f  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  church  t r a i n i n g ,  
Edgemon s a i d  a l t h o u g h  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a Sunday n i g h t  program o f  t r a i n i n g  d i d  n o t  o r i g i n a t e  w i t h  
t h e  Sunday School  Board ,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  d i d  much t o  make 'it grow. 

Enro l lment  i n  what  is now known as  c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  e s c a l a t e d  well i n t o  t h e  1960s a f t e r  t h e  
Sunday S c h o o l  Board took on t h e  B a p t i s t  Young P e o p l e ' s  Union program i n  W18, h e  s a i d .  
Enro l lment  jumped from 230,000 i n  1918 t o  2.7 m i l l i o n  i n  1963, when i t  began t o  f a l l  s t e a d i l y  t o  
1.8 million by 1976. The 1987 e n r o l l m e n t  is 1.95 m i l l i o n .  ;. i3 

Edgemon a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  d e c r e a s e  i n  p a r t  t o  Sunday n i g h t  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  
t e l e v i s i o n  and o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  

--more-- 
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The key t o  r e a c h i n g  t h e  1995 S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Bold Miss ion  T h r u s t  g o a l  of  2.5 m i l l i o n  is  t o  
renew S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  ' i n t e r e s t  i n  d i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i n g ,  Edgemon no ted .  The c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  
d e p a r t m e n t  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  i ts  emphas i s  on d i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i n g  t h r o u g h  Equipping C e n t e r s ,  Lay 
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Equ ipp ing  c o u r s e s ,  c h u r c h  s t u d y  c o u r s e  award programs and B a p t i s t  d o c t r i n e  
s t u d i e s .  

" D o c t r i n e s  B a p t i s t s  B e l i e v e , "  w r i t t e n  by  Edgemon, w i l l  be  t h e  1989 B a p t i s t  Doc t r i n e  Study 
t e x t b o o k .  

The d e p a r t m e n t  is e v a l u a t i n g  and r e v i s i n g  t h e  t o t a l  c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  c u r r i c u l u m  and 
c o n t i n u i n g  t o  u s e  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  t o  s t i m u l a t e  e n r o l l m e n t  growth.  

A "back t o  b a s i c s "  e m p h a s i s ,  a t h r e e - y e a r  f o c u s  c a l l i n g  on c h u r c h e s  t o  s t u d y  S a p t i s t  
d o c t r i n e ,  h i s t o r y ,  e t h i c s ,  p o l i t y  and d i s c i p l e s h i p ,  b e g i n s  t h i s  October .  

"Then, by 1990, t h e  c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  be  d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  under  a n  u m b r e l l a  
s t r a t e g y  c a l l e d  DiscipleALL ," Edgemon t o l d  s t a t e  l e a d e r s .  

The s t r a t e g y  o f  DiscipleALL vcommunicates t h e  t o t a l  theme o f  a b a l a n c e d  d i s c i p l e s h i p  
t r a i n i n g  program i n  t h e  c h ~ r c h e s , ~  s a i d  Henry Webb, program p l a n n i n g  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  church  
t r a i n i n g  d e p a r t m e n t .  

"DiscipleALL w i l l  f o c u s  on h e l p i n g  p a s t o r s  and c h u r c h  l e a d e r s  a c c e p t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
p r o v i d e  a  b a l a n c e d  d i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i n g  program f o r  a l l  c h u r c h  members and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  It 
w i l l  c h a l l e n g e  a l l  c h u r c h  members t o  become i n v o l v e d  i n  d i s c i p l e s h i p  t r a i n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e ~ , ' ~  
Webb s a i d .  

Edgemon s a i d  h e  b e l i e v e s  a new c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  r e c o r d s  sys tem,  due o u t  i n  May 1989, w i l l  
e n a b l e  c h u r c h e s  t o  more a c c u r a t e l y  t a b u l a t e  t h e i r  e n r o l l m e n t .  "This  new c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  r e c o r d s  
sys tem is  a way o f  e f f e c t i v e l y  measur ing  d i s c i p l e s h i p  growth i n  a  c h u r c h ' s  t r a i n i n g  program," 
he  n o t e d .  

I n  1990,  t h e  c h u r c h  t r a i n i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  r e l e a s e  a  new p e r i o d i c a l ,  S a p t i s t  S tudy  Leader ,  
which w i l l  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n t e n t  and t r a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  B a p t i s t  A d u l t s  and B a p t i s t  
Young A d u l t s  magaz ines ,  b o t h  o f  which w i l l  b e  r e d e s i g n e d .  

L i k e w i s e ,  Church T r a i n i n g  magazine w i l l  u n d e r g o  a  new f o r m a t  deve loped  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  
around t h e  d i s c i p l e s h i p  theme, Edgemon s a i d .  

Church t r a i n i n g  c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  p r e s c h o o l e r s  and c h i l d r e n  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  i n  s e p a r a t e  
p e r i o d i c a l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  Sunday s c h o o l  m a t e r i a l s  , h e  s a i d .  

--3o-- 

Retiree l e a d s  South C a r o l i n a  
V o l u n t e e r  c h u r c h  b u i l d e r s  By Jim Bur ton  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
5/18/88 

EASTOVER, S.C. (BPI--Halfway between t h e  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  c i t i e s  o f  Columbia and Surnter l i e s  
t h e  community o f  E a s t o v e r .  I t 's  h a r d  t o  s e e  a n y  resemblance  o f  a community from t h e  highway, b u t  
it's t h e r e .  

A s i g n  a l o n g  t h e  highway i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  on 54 adres E a s t o v e r  w i l l  soon have  a c h u r c h ,  
Grandview B a p t i s t .  It i s n ' t  t h e r e  y e t ,  b u t  when H u b e r t - L i n e  wa lks  t h r o u g h  t h e  t a l l  p i n e s ,  h e  
already sees it. 

:. &' 

As c o o r d i n a t o r  o f  v o l u n t e e r  m i n i s t r i e s  f o r  t h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  B a p t i s t  Brotherhood 
d e p a r t m e n t ,  L i n e  has a v i s i o n  f o r  new c h u r c h e s .  . ;. ** 

T h i s  y e a r ,  a n  e s t i m a t e d  5,000 South  C a r o l i n a  B a p t i s t  men and t h e i r  families w i l l  become 
i n v o l v e d  i n  c h u r c h - b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t s .  

T h e i r  work c o u l d  t a k e  them t o  Minneso ta ,  Wiscons in ,  I l l i n o i s ,  New York, P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  West 
Virginia, Kentucky,  Ohio, St .  Thomas, P e r u ,  Panama o r  P u e r t o  Rico. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e y  w i l l  
c o n d u c t  13 v o l u n t e e r  c h u r c h - b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t s  w i t h i n  Sou th  C a r o l i n a .  

--more-- 
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With n e a r l y  1  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  South C a r o l i n a  is  a 
l e a d e r  i n  v o l u n t e e r  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g .  

"Miss ions  invo1.vement and m i s s i o n s  s u p p o r t  have  b e e n  h i g h  among t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  South 
C a r o l i n a  B a p t i s t s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  ," s a i d  Ray P.  R u s t ,  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  South C a r o l i n a  
B a p t i s t  Convent ion.  "If it h a d n ' t  been  f o r  Huber t  coming, t h i s  would n o t  have  been n e a r l y  s o  
~ U c c e s s f u l .  l1 

Not even  L i n e  c o u l d  f o r e s e e  t h e  growing commitment t o  b u i l d i n g  new c h u r c h e s .  

He worked as  a c o n t r a c t o r  f o r  more t h a n  25 y e a r s  i n  Kentucky w h i l e  s u p p o r t i n g  a  wife and 
s e v e n  c h i l d r e n .  Ye t h e n  came t o  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  t o  work w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  Housing A u t h o r i t y  and 
g a i n e d  a n o t h e r  v a l u a b l e  s k i l l  -- program p l a n n i n g .  

"1 know t h a t  t h e  Lord was p r e p a r i n g  me t h e n  t o  d o  what  I'm d o i n g  now a s  a v o l u n t e e r , "  s a i d  
L ine .  ''1 wondered back  t h e n  why i t  was s o  h a r d .  I l e a r n e d  t o  be  f l e x i b l e . "  

About 10 y e a r s  a g o ,  L i n e  began g o i n g  a l o n e  t o  West V i r g i n i a  t o  work on c h u r c h e s  t h e r e .  

A s  o t h e r  B a p t i s t  Men l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  p r o j e c t s ,  they  began t o  j o i n  him. 

Then, i n  1980,  a t o r n a d o  s t r u c k  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Sou th  C a r o l i n a ,  c a u s i n g  s e v e r e  damage i n  
McColl. L i n e  c o o r d i n a t e d  t h e  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  Bro therhood  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  d i s a s t e r  r e l i e f  r e s p o n s e .  
During t h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  B a p t i s t  men h e l p e d  r e b u i l d  7 0  homes and r e p a i r e d  150 o t h e r s .  

The McColL t o r n a d o  a l lowed  L i n e  t o  work w i t h  h u n d r e d s  o f  B a p t i s t  men from t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
s t a t e .  T h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  was t h e  s p r i n g b o a r d  l e a d i n g  t o  a s t a t e - w i d e  v o l u n t e e r  involvement  t h a t  
now g i v e s  more t h a n  20,000 man-days p e r  y e a r  t o  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g .  

Ben C o n n e l l ,  s t a t e  Bro therhood  d i r e c t o r ,  s a i d  v o l u n t e e r  m i n i s t r i e s  g i v e s  t h e  s t a t e ' s  B a p t i s t  
Men program a c h a n n e l  f o r  m i s s i o n s  invo lvement .  Bu t  w i t h o u t  a f u l l - t i m e  v o l u n t e e r  c o o r d i n a t o r ,  
t h e  m i n i s t r y  n e v e r  would have  grown t h i s  l a r g e .  

"There h a s  n e v e r  been  a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  was a b s o l u t e l y  p r o v i d e n t i a l , "  s a i d  Conne l l .  "God 
j u s t  i n t e r v e n e d  h e r e  i n  South C a r o l i n a .  t1 

"Ben and I prayed  f o r  i t , "  s a i d  L i n e .  "We have  been  w i l l i n g  t o  s t i c k  o u r  necks  o u t ,  and 
we've s t o o d  beh ind  i t .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Ben and me is  a  g rea t  key.  I t ' s  h e l p e d  peop le  
b e l i e v e  i n  what I ' m  d o i n g .  The Holy S p i r i t  h a s  t o  l e a d  ... T h i s  i s n ' t  something t h a t  you p lan . "  

U i t h  a b o u t  50 c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g s  i n  p r o g r e s s  a t  a n y  one time, t h e  sys tem o f  
c o o r d i n a t i o n  and communication deve loped  by  L i n e  h a s  n o t  o n l y  g i v e n  t h e  program c r e d i b i l i t y ,  i t  
h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a d d i t i o n a l  s a v i n g s  f o r  small c o n g r e g a t i o n s  s e e k i n g  t o  b u i l d .  

L ine  e s t i m a t e d  Sou th  C a r o l i n a  v o l u n t e e r s  s a v e  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  a b o u t  $1 m i l l i o n  e a c h  y e a r  i n  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s  a l o n e .  S a v i n g s  on i n t e r e s t  payments makes t h a t  f i g u r e  even  more s i g n i f i c a n t .  

A t  Highland B a p t i s t  Church i n  Orangeburg,  S.C., L i n e  n o t  o n l y  h e l p e d  s a v e  money, h e  
p r e v e n t e d  p o t e n t i a l  d i s a s t e r .  The c h u r c h  had s i g n e d  a c o n t r a c t  w i t h  a b u i l d e r  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a 
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a 2 ,500  s q u a r e - f o o t  a u d i t o r i u m  f o r  $125,000.  The c o n t r a c t o r  was g o i n g  t o  p o u r  t3e 
f o u n d a t i o n  on f i l l  d i r t ,  which is e q u i v a l e n t  t o  b u i l d i n g  OF sand. L i n e  g o t  the  church  o u t  o f  t h e  
c o n t r a c t  and reworked t h e  p l a n s .  . 

''We went  down as  much as 10 f e e t  t o  ge t  a s o l i d ,  f o u n d a t i o n  so t h e  c h u r c h  d o e s n ' t  s h i f t  and ;. *' 
c r a c k , "  s a i d  L ine .  

;. iJ 
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c h u r c h  added a n o t h e r  3 ,500  s q u a r e  f e e t  t o  the p l a n s  and b u i l t  t h e  c h u r c h  

for  l e s s  t h a n  $125,000. An i n s u r a n c e  f i r m  l a t e r  v a l u e d  t h e  f a c i l i t y  a t  $300,000, 

Dallas Redding,  p a s t o r  o f  High land  B a p t i s t ,  watched his c o n g r e g a t i o n  grow from 33 members t o  
more t h a n  90 as t h e  b u i l d i n g  was comple ted .  As t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  became i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  i t s  own c h u r c h ,  miracles began t o  happen as God s u p p l i e d  needs .  

"It 's b e t t e r  t h a n  a r e v i v a l  mee t ing , t1  sa id  Redding. 
-30"- 

(BPI photo  a v a i l a b l e  upon r e q u e s t  from t h e  SBC Brotherhood  Commission. 


