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Brotherhood Commission 
Vice p r e s i d e n t  found dead 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BPI --Norman God f r ey  , 52, Brotherhood Comiss ion  first v i ce  p r e s i d e n t ,  and 
h i s  wi fe ,  Nancy, 53, were found dead a t  t h e i r  home i n  Memphis, Tenn., May 5. 

L t .  Don H o l l i e ,  a Memphis p o l i c e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  s a i d :  "Both were found i n  bed 
appa ren t ly  dead o f  gunshot  wounds. Each was sho t  one t imemwith  a r i f l e  found on the  f l o o r  by t h e  
bed. There was no appa ren t  'forced en t ry . "  

P r e  
husband 
p end ing . 

l iminary  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  Mrs. Godfrey, who had p s y c h i a t r i c  problems, s h o t  h e r  
whi le  he s l e p t ,  then  took h e r  own l i f e ,  s a i d  pol ice .  A f i n a l  medical examiner's r e p o r t  iz 

The Godfreys were d iscovered  by Commission P re s iden t  James H. Smith, and t h e i r  8on Richard 
when Godfrey f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  t o  work. 

Godfrey, a 27-year employee of  t he  Brotherhood Comiss ion ,  l i ked  t o  say he was a product  o f  
Southern  B a p t i s t  missions.  He made a p ro fe s s ion  of f a i t h  in C h r i s t  and was baptized i n  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church o f  Ajo, Ariz . ,  whi le  it was s t i l l  a mission congregation. 

He was educated a t  Grand Canyon College i n  Phoenix, Ariz.,  and Southwestern B a p t i s t  
Theo log ica l  Seminary, i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas. His e n t i r e  c a r e e r  was spent  i n  Brotherhood work. 
Last y e a r  Grand Canyon recognized h i s  c a r e e r  with an honorary doc tora te .  

"This is  an i n c a l c u l a b l e  l o s s  f o r  t h e  Brotherhood C o m i ~ s i o n , ~  s a i d  Smith. "There was no one 
a s  committed t o  t he  involvement o f  men and boys i n  missions as Norman. He was the  embodiment o f  
i t .  We can f i l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  we cannot  r ep l ace  him." 

Mrs. Godfrey, t h e  former Nancy Pennington, was born i n  Holbrook, Ariz. She and Godfrey met 
whi le  s t u d e n t s  a t  Grand Canyon. They ce l eb ra t ed  t h e i r  32nd wedding anniversary  May 4 .  Both were 
a c t i v e  i n  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Memphis. 

The Godfreys a r e  surv ived  by t h r e e  ch i ld ren :  daughter  Cynthia Ann Epley of  Chattanooga, 
Tenn., sons  William Timothy and Richard Norman o f  Memphis; and two grandchildren.  

The f u n e r a l  w i l l  b e  he ld  Monday, May 9 ,  a t  1 :30 p.m. a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Memphis. 

A luncheon f o r  out-of-town v i s i t o r s  w i l l  b e  he ld  a t  11:30 a.m. a t  t h e  Brotherhood 
Commission, 1548 Poplar  Ave. i n  Memphis. 

--30-- 
(BP) photo mailed t o  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers by Brotherhood Commission and t o  o t h e r s  on r eques t  

. . 

Moore mass mai l ing  
Says SBC ' a t  s t a k e '  

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
By Dan Mart in 5 /6 /88 

AMARILLO, Texas (BPI--A ma i l i ng  t o  more than 34,000 churches i n  the Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention was s e n t  o u t  i n  e a r l y  May by W. Winfred Moore, pa s to r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  
Amari l lo ,  Texas, and former SBC f i r s t  v i c e  p re s iden t .  

The packet  i n c l u d e s  a 10-minute tape-recorded message from Moore, a brochure produced by 
B a p t i s t s  Committed t o  t h e  Southern Baptist Convention and a r e t u r n  card. 

--more-- 



I 5 /6 /88 Page 2 B a o t i s t  Press  - . ! 
I n  h i s  cover  l e t t e r ,  (b o r e  n o t e s  t he  upcoming annual  meeting o f  the  SBC, June 14-15 i n  Henry 

B .  Gonzalez Convention Center  i n  San Antonio, Texas: "For me, t h i s  meeting may be t he  most 
impor tan t  f o r  miss ions  and evangelism i n  ou r  h i s t o r y .  So much i s  a t  stake." 

I n  an i n t e rv i ew  wi th  B a p t i s t  P r e s s ,  Moore s a id :  "The bottom-line purpose o f  t h i s  ( t h e  
ma i l i ng )  is  t o  t r y  t o  convince Southern B a p t i s t  people t h a t  i t  is important  t h a t  we t u r n  t h i s  
convention around and come back t o  h i s t o r i c  B a p t i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  and p rac t i ce s .  That i nc ludes  
accep t ing  one ano the r  i n  d i v e r s i t y  and g e t t i n g  away from t h i s  power s t r u g g l e  t h a t  s ays ,  ' I f  you 
don1 t ag ree  with me, you have no p l ace  i n  t he  power s t r u c t u r e .  "' 

The mai l ing  went t o  names t h a t  were on a  list obtained from The MacFaraland Company, a  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  ma i l  house,  he s a i d .  

He t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s :  "The c o s t  f o r  t he  whole d e a l  was b e t t e r  than $30,000, which came 
from g r a s s r o o t s  people a l l  over  t h i s  convention. ... There were no b i g  con t r ibu t ions  i n  t h i s  
whole t h ing .  " 

I n  t h e  t a p e ,  Moore says :  lVThere a r e  a couple o f  t h ings  I want t o  ask  you t o  jo in  me in 
doing.  F i r s t ,  as t h e  Apos t le  Paul  s a i d  i n  Thessa lonians ,  pray without ceas ing  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be 
t h e  yea r  t h a t  we begin mending our  broken fel lowship.  

"I have been deeply gr ieved  over  the  embarrassment our  denomination has  su f f e r ed  i n  t he se  
l a s t  s e v e r a l  yea r s .  .. . The o t h e r  t h ing  I hope you w i l l  do is go t o  t he  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention. . , . Encourage your church t o  send its a l l o t e d  messengers. Attend the  meetings, 
L i s t e n  t o  t he  i s s u e s .  Make up your own mind about  what is going on wi th in  our  convention." 

Moore adds  "a few pe r sona l  words a5out  some of t he  d i v i s i v e  elements t h a t  have caused aLL of 
u s  pain."  He says :  "I t r u l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  our  worldwide mission e f f o r t s  a r e  a t  s take .  This 
m a t t e r  weighs heavy on my h e a r t .  The idea  t h a t  Southern B a p t i s t  missions are i n  jeopardy causes  
me both anger  and g r i e f . "  

He c i t e s  a  " d i s t u r b i n g  d e c l i n e  i n  bapt ismsn and asks :  "Has our f i g h t i n g  caused t h i s ?  You 
know a church that f i g h t s  cannot  b e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  its community. My guess is  t h i s  could be t r u e  
f o r  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. 

"What is caus ing  such a s t i r ?  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  a r e  some of our  bre thren  who want t o  make all of 
u s  b e l i e v e  t h e  same way they do. They want t o  make d o c t r i n a l  agreement a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  
coope ra t ive  miss ions  and evangelism. T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  we may have disagreed about  some f i n e  point: 
o f  theology,  b u t  we have never  doubted t h e  t ru s twor th ines s  of the  Bib le  and the  p r i o r i t y  c a l l  o f  
o u r  Lord t o  do mi s s ions  and evangelism. Our d i v e r s i t y  has always been ou r  g r e a t e s t  s t r e n g t h ;  now 
they  a r e  telling u s  we cannot  be d i f f e r e n t  anymore. 

tlThese same b r o t h e r s w  are saying  many Southern B a p t i s t  l e a d e r s  "don't  be l i eve  the B i b l e , "  
Moore says .  " I 've  t a l k e d  t o  a  whole h o s t  o f  them, even those accused. Let me t e l l  you, my 
f r i e n d ,  they do b e l i e v e  the  B i b l e ,  and they hold it as God's sacred word. What they don ' t  always 
ag ree  on is how t o  i n t e r p r e t  i t .  

" Jus t  because we d i s a g r e e  doesn '  t make you wrong o r  me wrofig. A l l  o f  u s  are important ;  a l l  
o f  ou r  i d e a s  a r e  impor t an t ,  and your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t he  Bib le  is j u s t  as important  as  mine." 

Moore a l s o  n o t e s ,  "The second i s s u e  a t  s t a k e  is r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y . "  O f  t he  oppos i t ion ,  he 
says :  "These same b r e t h r e n  want t o  a l t e r  t he  pr ies thood o f  t he  be l i eve r ,  want t o  v i o l a t e  t h e  
s ac red  wa l l  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  church and s t a t e .  One o f  them has gone on n a t i o n a l  t e l e v i s i o n  
say ing  t h a t  t h e  no t ion  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  church and s t a t e  is a 'figment o f  some i n f i d e l ' s  
imagina t ion . '  

"There a r e  e l e c t e d  Southern  B a p t i s t  o f f i c e r s  who want t o  speak fo r  t he  convention and 
endorse f o l k s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e .  Not only  is it wrong for u s  t o  s t a r t  meddling i n  p o l i t i c s ,  
b u t  it d i s t r a c t s  u s  away from devot ing  ou r  f u l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  missions and evangelism. 

He a l s o  s ays :  "I am 'deeply saddened when I hea r  some i n  t h i s  convention pub l i c ly  say t h a t  
they  a r e  p l o t t i n g  to  take over  o r  cap tu re  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. To even t a l k  l i k e  
t h i s  sends  co ld  c h i l l s  down my sp ine .  

--more-- 
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''Why do  t h e y  need t o  c a p t u r e  a n y t h i n g ?  We were s e e i n g  more people  saved every  y e a r ,  Our 
m i s s i o n  o f f e r i n g s  were on t h e  i n c r e a s e .  God was c a l l i n g  more and more o f  o u r  f ine  young men and 
women t o  t h e  m i s s i o n  f i e l d s .  Now, . . . bapt i sms  a r e  down. Loyal l i f e t i m e  Southern B a p t i s t s  a r e  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  l e a v i n g  t h e  denomina t ions .  O t h e r s  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  g i v i n g  t h e i r  miss ion  o f f e r i n g s  
e l sewhere .  A l l  o f  t h i s  because  of  t h e  p o l i t i c s . "  

, . 

Moore a s k e d :  l lP lease  p r a y  t h a t  God w i l l  h e a l  o u r  c r i p p l e d  convent ion ,  then  g o  t o  San 
Antonio and h e l p  u s  t u r n  toward r e c o n c i l i a t i o n .  Every th ing  we a s  B a p t i s t s  s t a n d  f o r  is  a t  s t a k e  
t h i s  June." 

The brochure  p r o c l a i m s  m i s s i o n s  and evangel ism are " a t  r isk1 '  and r e f e r s  t o  P a u l  P r e s s l e r ,  a 
Texas a p p e a l s  c o u r t  judge ;  P a i g e  P a t t e r s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  of C r i s w e l l  College; and W.A. C r i s w e l l  , 
p a s t o r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  D a l l a s ,  and p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  SBC, 1968-70. 

It c l a i m s  P r e s s l e r  i s  beh ind  t h e  SBC t akeover  and "seems t o  c a r e  l e s s  about  m i s s i o n s  t h a n  he 
d o e s  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  h i s  p e o p l e  e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention." It s a y s  P a t t e r s o n ' s  
s c h o o l  l t s t a n d s  t o  g a i n  a g r e a t  d e a l  from t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  because P a t t e r s o n  h a s  b i l l e d  t h e  
Criswell s c h o o l  a s  t h e  ' c o n s e r v a t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e 1  t o  o u r  Southern B a p t i s t  seminaries. ' ,  

"The P-P s t r a t e g y  is  t o  d i v i d e  Southern  B a p t i s t s .  They have c r e a t e d  s u s p i c i o n  and h a t r e d  
. among S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s , "  t h e  b rochure  a l l e g e s .  

It a l s o  a c c u s e s  P r e s s l e r  and P a t t e r s o n  wi th  ''ties t o  a scary c u l t , "  the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t  
movement, and w i t h  n p o l i t i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  with  Coors beer P r e s i d e n t  Joseph Coors. 

The brochure  s a y s ,  "The f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s  want t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  w a l l  of s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h u r c h  and 
s t a t e  and s u b s t i t u t e  t h e i r  own p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  agendas f o r  r e l i g i o u s  freedom.lt It q u o t e s  
Criswell as s a y i n g ,  111 b e l i e v e  t h i s  n o t i o n  of  the s e p a r a t i o n  of church  and s t a t e  was t h e  f igment  
o f  some i n f i d e l ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n .  l1 

Of SBC p o l i t i c s ,  i t  adds :  "Already we have s e e n  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  f i r e  an  agency head ,  t h e  
r e s i g n a t i o n s  o f  a n  e d i t o r  and seminary  p r e s i d e n t .  Dozens o f  o t h e r s  have been t h r e a t e n e d ,  had 
t h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n s  damaged and t h e i r  names slandered.'! 

The pamphlet a l s o  s a y s :  "Las t  y e a r  a n  e l a b o r a t e  scheme t o  i n f i l t r a t e  Southern B a p t i s t  
c h u r c h e s  w i t h  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s  was d i s c o v e r e d  when t h e y  e r r o n e o u s l y  mai led a l e t t e r  t o  a l o y a l  
Southern  B a p t i s t  p a s t o r .  The l e t te r  exposed a s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  computer ized p l o t  t o  move t h e i r  
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  p a s t o r s  i n t o  V i r g i n i a  B a p t i s t  churches." It names T.C. Pinckney of Alexandr ia ,  
Va., as  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  l e t t e r .  

The brochure  t e l l s  r e a d e r s :  "Pray a b o u t  t h i s  m a t t e r  e v e r y  day. Our w i t n e s s  as t h e  l a r g e s t  
m i s s i o n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  world i s  s u f f e r i n g .  ... Go t o  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention and 
l e t  y o u r  v o i c e  b e  h e a r d  b e f o r e  i t  is too  l a t e . "  

Moore d e s c r i b e d  B a p t i s t  Committed . . . as "a whole l o t  of l aypeople  who have come i n t o  t h e  
movement i n  t h e  l a s t  six o r  e i g h t  b u t  d e c l i n e d  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  name p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

John Baugh, a Houston layman who h a s  been a l e a d e r  i n  "La i ty  f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and 
Message," s a i d  h e  was aware o f  t h e  m a i l i n g  and that B a p t i s t s  Committed "is a group of  p e o p l e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  l a i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  many s t a t e s  who a r e  deep ly  concerned about t h e  a f f a i r s  
o f  o u r  c o n v e n t i o n  and a r e  p r a y i n g  and working toward i t  b e i n g  r e t u r n e d  t o  the B a p t i s t  way o f  
do ing  t h i n g s . "  

He added: "1 do n o t  know who p u t  i t  ( t h e  m a i l i n g )  t o g e t h e r .  I was n o t  c o n s u l t e d  a b o u t  
w r i t i n g  i t ;  I was n o t  c o n s u l t e d  a b o u t  m a i l i n g  it. I have no i d e a  what the  c o s t  is." 

--30-- 

P r e s s l e r ,  P a t t e r s o n  
'Grieved1 by m a i l i n g  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Dan Mar t in  5/6/88 

DALLAS (BPI--Paul P r e s s l e r  and P a i g e  P a t t e r s o n  s a y  t h e y  a r e  g r i e v e d  by the  mass m a i l i n g  
d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  e a r l y  May by W. Winfred Moore, a moderate  Southern B a p t i s t  l e a d e r .  

--more-- 
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The ma i l i ng ,  which went t o  34,000 add res se s  -- churches,  p a s t o r s ,  news media -- conta ined  a 
c a s s e t t e  message from Moore and a pamphlet t h a t  included charges a g a i n s t  P r e s s l e r ,  a  Texas 
appea ls  c o u r t  judge,  and P a t t e r s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  Criswell College i n  Dallas. 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  con tac t ed  both P r e s s l e r  and P a t t e r s o n  f o r  t h e i r  response t o  t h e  mail ing.  

The pamphlet a l s o  inc luded  cha rges  a g a i n s t  W.A. Criswell ;  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of  
Da l l a s ,  and T.C. Pinckney, a r e t i r e d  U.S. A i r  Force b r i g a d i e r  gene ra l ,  who now l i v e s  i n  
Alexandria ,  Va. B a p t i s t  P r e s s  was unaBle t o  reach  e i t h e r  Cr iswel l  o r  Pinckney. 

P a t t e r s o n  t o l d  B a p t i s t  P re s s :  111 was pe r sona l ly  deeply h u r t  and experienced a measure of  
sorrow t h a t  anyone would p u t  o u t  f a l s e  informat ion  l i k e  t h i s .  I would c h a r a c t e r i z e  it a s  an 
un fo r tuna t e ,  h u r t f u l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  appa ren t ly  born ou t  of  a w i l l i ngness  t o  do almost  
anyth ing  t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  resurgence."  

P r e s s l e r  s a i d :  "The i s s u e  i n  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention is whether we a r e  going t o  
have t h e  B ib l e  t augh t  i n  o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  from a con tex t  t h a t  i t  i s  without  e r r o r .  I nd iv idua l s  
who suppor t  t h e  t each ing  o f  ' e r r ancy1  i n  o u r  schools  have t r i e d  f o r  a long time t o  d i v e r t  
a t t e n t i o n  from t h i s  r e a l  i s s u e .  

"In t h i s  most un fo r tuna t e  ma i l i ng ,  we have seen an e f fo r t -  t o  d i v e r t  a t t e n t i o n  from t h e  b a s i c  
i s s u e  and t o  defame i n d i v i d u a l s .  Such is n o t  honoring t o  t h e  Lord Je sus  Chris t ."  

PressLer and P a t t e r s o n  took excep t ion  t o  being l inked  t o  t he  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t  movement. 

P a t t e r s o n  s a i d :  "Anyone. who knows anyth ing  about  recons t ruc t ionism knows i t  is  p o s t  
m i l l e n i a l .  Both Judge P r e s s l e r  and I are p re -mi l l en i a l ,  and t h e r e  is no way we could be involved 
with r econs t ruc  t i o n i s t s  i n  any sense  of t h e  word." 

P r e s s l e r  s a i d :  "Anyone who knows me knows t h a t  my theology and b e l i e f s  a r e  completely 
oppos i t e  from r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  dominion theology. I have never supported i t ,  do no t  suppor t  i t ,  
and I d i f f e r  w i th  i t  fundamental ly.  l1 

The two Texans a l s o  ob jec t ed  t o  t h e  brochure l i n k i n g  them t o  Joseph Coors, p r e s iden t  of  
Coors Brewery. 

P r e s s l e r  s a i d :  "The a t t empt  t o  connect  me with Joe Coors is incomprehensible. I have never  
served o r  drunk a l c o h o l  as  a beverage i n  my l i f e ,  and anyone who knows rue knows my oppos i t ion  t o  
dr inking .  I have met J o e  Coors, b u t  s o  have I met many people with whom I d i f f e r  on many 
i s s u e s .  

"A person would have t o  l i v e  i n  a lmost  complete i s o l a t i o n  i f  they d id  n o t  come i n t o  c o n t a c t  
wi th  i n d i v i d u a l s  wi th  whom t h e y  have r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  I count a s  friends many people with whom 
I have many d i f f e r i n g  ideas ."  

P a t t e r s o n ' s a i d :  "Ne i the r  Judge P r e s s l e r  no r  I have anything t o  do  wfth Coors bee r  o r  Coors 
Brewery. The only  c o n t a c t  t h a t  e i t h e r  o f  u s  have had wi th  Joseph Coors i s  t h a t  we happen t o  
belong t o  t h e  same o r g a n i z t i o n  t h a t  he does ,  or  d id ,  t h e  Council on National  Pol icy.  That 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  is popula ted  by Roman C a t h o l i c s ,  Jews, P r o t e s t a n t s  and people who have no r e l i g i o u s  
background. 

"Under no c i r cums tances  would I e v e r  condone the  s e l l i n g  of a l c o h o l i c  beverages o r  t h e  
d r ink ing  o f  a l c o h o l i c  beverages.  " 

P a t t e r s o n  s a i d  t h e  " f i r s t  and most impor tan t  func t ionw of t he  Council on National  Pol icy  "is 
t o  provide  a forum f o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  who a r e  n o t  i n  Washington on a day-to-day basis and need t o  be  
brought  up t o  d a t e  on what i s  happening i n  government and statesmanship. The second func t ion  is  
t o  s h a r e  t o g e t h e r  w i th  people i n  l e a r n i n g  how our  government can be  impacted f o r  a more 
conse rva t ive  pos i t i on . "  

Membership is  by recommendation, and " q u i t e  a few Southern B a p t i s t s  a r e  membersn a l t hough  
they ndont t  tend t o  be preache r s , "  he s a i d .  

--more-- 
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College by no t ing  he spoke as  "a man who h a s  j u s t  seen  one of  my b e s t  p r o f e s s o r s  h i r e d  by 
Southern ( B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l )  Seminary and who has  given an enormous amount of  time t o  t h e  
convention t h a t  I could have g iven  t o  my school .  That  accusa t ion  s t r i k e s  me a s  r a t h e r  s t range ."  

. He s a i d  Cr i swe l l  Col lege  had abou t  300 s tuden t s  when t h e  conserva t ive  resurgence began i n  
1979 and how h a s  about  390. l lEnrollment h a s  n o t  zoomed t h a t  much," he s a i d .  

P r e s s l e r  responded t o  cha rges  he  i s  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p o l i t i c s  than missions and 
evangelism: "L ibe ra l  theology h a s  des t royed  every denomination i n  which it has gained c o n t r o l  of 
t he  seminar ies .  My concern  about  Southern  B a p t i s t s  is t h a t  we n o t  l o s e  our  v i s i o n  f o r  miss ions  
and evangel ism. S t a t i s t i c s  prove t h a t  t hose  who do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  B ib l e  is i n e r r a n t  became 
non-evangel ical  and non-missionary and dead a s  a denomination. 

llYy concern h a s  always been t h a t  Southern B a p t i s t s  n o t  l o s e  t h e i r  pass ion  f o r  winning s o u l s  
t o  C h r i s t .  This  h a s  been my mot iva t ion ,  and I deeply r e g r e t  t h e  unfor tuna te  and inaccu ra t e  
impugning o f  my motives.1f 

P r e s s l e r  a l s o  renewed h i s  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  B i l l  Moyers s e r i e s  on t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention shown on t h e  P u b l i c  Broadcas t ing  Serv ice ,  which was mentioned i n  t h e  brochure. 

" B i l l  Moyers t r i e d  t o  p a s s  h imsel f  o f f  a s  a Bap t i s t , "  P r e s s l e r  said.  "For many years he h a s  
been a member of  t h e  United Church o f  C h r i s t ,  which everyone recognizes  as one of  t h e  most 
l i b e r a l  churches  i n  America. He should have been more f o r t h r i g h t .  

"A number of  q u e s t i o n s  he  was shown a sk ing  were asked a f t e r  I l e f t  and were then i n s e r t e d  
before my answer. I deeply  r e g r e t  t h a t  he sought  t o  misrepresent  t h e  f a i t h  o f  h i s  childhood from 
which he h a s  depa r t ed  and n o t  be f a i r  t o  conserva t ive  Southern Bapt i s t s . "  

P a t t e r s o n ,  a l s o  a s s o c i a t e  p a s t o r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Da l l a s ,  s a i d  he wanted " t o  say  a 
word f o r  t h e  p a s t o r  (Criswell): "They quote  him concerning church and s t a t e  a s  though he d id  n o t  
b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  church and s t a t e ,  bu t  they  d id  t h a t  by convenient ly  l eav ing  ou t  t h e  
t h i n g  t o  which he  was r e f e r r i n g .  He was r e f e r r i n g  t o  a previous comment about  t h e  no t ion  o f  
church and s t a t e  t h a t  p r o h i b i t s  r e l i g i o n  from speaking t o  t he  government. 

"It had noth ing  t o  do  wi th  s e p a r a t i o n  of  church and s t a t e  per setn  P a t t e r s o n  sa id .  is 
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  whoever published t h i s  p i ece  and Winfred Moore, who sent it o u t ,  
were unaware t h a t  our  p o s i t i o n s  were n o t  t r u t h f i l l y  represented."  

P r e s s l e r  concluded : llRandall Lo l l ey  (former p r e s i d e n t  of  Southeas te rn  B a p t i s t  Theological  
Seminary, Wake F o r e s t ,  N.C. ) has  dec l a r ed  Richard Jackson i n  Jackson's  presence t o  be t h e  one who 
wou1.d r e v e r s e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  SBC and dec lared  him ' t h e  turnaround candida tef  i n  his 
presence.  

"1 wonder i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  type  of  t h i n g  t h a t  they a r e  seeking t o  t u r n  t h e  convention around 
t o .  I am g r i eved  a t  t h e  t a c t i c s  be ing  used by those  who support  Richard Jackson." 

Jackson,  p a s t o r  o f  North Phoenix (Ar iz .  ) B a p t i s t  Church, has agreed t o  a l low himself t o  be  
nominated f o r  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention when i t  meets June 14-16 i n  San 
Antonio , Texas. 

--3o-- 

RTVC, Executive Committee 
Discuss  proposed ACTS s a l e  

Baptist Pres s  
5/6/88 

NASHVILLE (BPI--The e x e c u t i v e  committee of t he  Southern B a p t i s t  Radio and Televis ion  
Commission t r u s t e e s  and the  b u s i n e s s  and f i nance  subcommittee of t h e  Southern Baptist  Executive 
Committee met May 4 t o  s h a r e  i n fo rma t ion  concerning t h e  proposed s a l e  of  t h e  ACTS network. 

RTVC t r u s t e e s  voted  A p r i l  12 t o  approve i n  p r i n c i p l e  a memorandum of agreement t o  t r a n s f e r  
ope ra t ion  of ACTS t o  F r i e n d s  o f  ACTS, a newly formed  exa as-hased f o r - p r o f i t  corpora t ion .  

--more-- 
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As a p a r t  o f  the approving motion,  RTVC t r u s t e e s  reques ted  " t h a t  f u l l  communication t o  t h e  
Southern B a p t i s t  Execut ive  Committee and a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  pub l i c s  w i th in  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention be conducted wi th  candor and s e n ~ i t i v i t y . ~  

I n  response  t o  t h a t  a c t i o n  and o t h e r  concerns,  Char les  W. Su l l i van ,  SBC Executive Committee 
chairman, and Frank C. Ingraham, chairman o f  the bus ines s  and f inance  subcommittee, i n v i t e d  t h e  
RTVC e x e c u t i v e  committee and o f f i c e r s  t o  a  c a l l e d  meeting o f  t he  subcommittee. 

The two groups  d i scus sed  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  ACTS s a l e  i n  a day-long se s s ion .  

The RTVC r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  r e p o r t e d  t h e  primary reason f o r  t h e  s a l e  was t o  ensure  con t inua t ion  
and expansion o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l l y  plagued SBC t e l e v i s i o n  network. Under t h e  proposed s a l e ,  
F r i ends  of  A C T S  w i l l  form a mult i-denominat ional  network b u t  w i l l  provide f i v e  hours  each day f o r  
RTVC p roduc t ions  f o r  30 y e a r s  wi thout  c o s t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  F r i e n d s  o f  ACTS w i l l  honor RTVC c o n t r a c t s  with l o c a l  ACTS boards,  which al low 
these  boards  t o  use t h e  network t o  a i r  up t o  25 hours  o f  l o c a l  programming p e r  week, This  w i l l  
no t  be counted a g a i n s t  t h e  35 hours  a l l o t t e d  t o  the RTVC. 

F r i ends  of  A C T S  has agreed  t o  fo l low t h e  same programming s t anda rds  c u r r e n t l y  used by A C T S .  

According t o  t h e  memorandum o f  agreement ,  a t  t h e  c l o s i n g  on o r  before  Sept .  15, RTVC w i l l  
r e ce ive  $10 m i l l i o n  f o r  equipment, program f i l m s  and v ideotapes ,  l i c e n s e s ,  s a t e l l i t e  c o n t r a c t  and 
p rope r ty  on which t h e  s a t e l l i t e  up l ink  is Located and $1 mi l l i on  f o r  product ion of  programs f o r  
ACTS; a $23 m i l l i o n  n o t e ,  payable a t  $2 m i l l i o n  annual ly  p l u s  i n t e r e s t ,  f o r  program product ion  
f o r  A C T S ;  and a 3 p e r c e n t  o v e r r i d e  o f  F r i ends  o f  ACTS g r o s s  r e c e i p t s  f a r  30 yea r s .  

Jimmy R.  Al len ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  commission s i n c e  1990, has announced pub l i c ly  he w i l l  
r e s i g n  h i s  p o s i t i o n  and w i l l  manage ACTS f o r  the new co rpo ra t ion  i f  the t r a n s f e r  is accomplished. 

--30-- 

NOTE TO EDITORS: P l ea se  add t h r e e  graphs  t o  the 5/5/88 B a p t i s t  Press  s t o r y  titled "Miss ionar ies  
t o  Rogers: Who's ho ld ing  t h e  ropes?" The graphs  should be added fol lowing the  e igh th  graph,  
which beg ins ,  1 1 1  sensed  a s e n s e  o f  cohes ion  . . ." The new graphs a r e :  

( A  r e p o r t  from Kenya s a i d  m i s s i o n a r i e s  asked Rogers what he thought t h e  r e s u l t  would be i f  
Richard Jackson,  a  moderate who is  p a s t o r  of North Phoenix (Ariz .)  B a p t i s t  Church, is e l e c t e d  SBC 
p r e s i d e n t  i n  San Antonio. Rogers s a i d  he r e s p e c t s  Jackson theo log ica l ly  b u t  t h a t  h i s  e l e c t i o n  
might s i g n a l  t o  some c o n s e r v a t i v e s  t h a t  t h e i r  concerns about  a l i b e r a l  d r i f t  i n  t h e  convention 
would n o t  be completely r e so lved ,  He p r e d i c t e d  Jackson's e l e c t i o n  would l i k e l y  mean "10 more 
y e a r s  o f  war fa re  i n  t h e  c o n v e n t i ~ n . ~  

(Rogers s a i d  t h a t  i f  J e r r y  Vines ,  a conse rva t ive  who is co-pastor  o f  F l r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  
J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F la . ,  wins,  t hen  he b e l i e v e s  t h e  f i g h t i n g  w i l l  be almost  over and Southern B a p t i s t s  
can g e t  back t o  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on miss ions .  

(Another miss ionary  asked i f  t h e r e  is room f o r  people with varying b i b l i c a l  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  t o  work t o g e t h e r  a s  l ong  as they accept  t h e  l o rdsh ip  of J e s u s  C h r i s t .  Rogers 
s a i d  B a p t i s t s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  have had a narrow theology and a narrow program emphasizing miss ions  
above o t h e r  concerns  . Southern  B a p t i s t s  can  accommodate a wider theology b u t  t o  do s o  
would nslow t h e  t r a i n  down," he s a i d . )  

The s t o r y  t hen  p i c k s  up w i th  t h e  n i n t h  graph, which begins ,  Southern B a p t i s t  church 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  . . . 

Thanks, 
B a p t i s t  P re s s  



Hobbs s a y s  SBC l i k e  'wi ld  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

Animals devouring one a n o t h e r 1  By Dan Martin 

OKLAHOMA CITY (BPI--On t h e  eve  o f  its 1988 annual  meeting, t h e  Southern ~ a p t i s t  Convention 
is  l i k e  "wild an imals  devouring one another , "  t h e  o l d e s t  l i v i n g  former SBC pres iden t  s a i d .  

Herschel  H. Hobbs, 80, who was p r e s i d e n t  1962-63, i n  a  s ta tement  g iven  t o  B a p t i s t  P re s s  
t i t l e d  "Whither, Southern  B a p t i s t s , "  no ted  t h e  1988 annual  meeting, scheduled June 14-16, i n  San 
Antonio, Texas,  "is t h e  10 th  s i n c e  we became embroiled i n  c o n t r o v e r ~ y . ~  

"Oh, beloved Southern  B a p t i s t s , "  Hobbs wrote,  " in t h i s  controversy we a r e  our  own wors t  
enemies. What a l l  o u t s i d e  f o r c e s  o f  e v i l  could n o t  do, we a r e  doing t o  ourse lves .  As Paul s a i d  
i n  G a l a t i a n s  5:15,  we a r e  l i k e  wild an imals  devouring one another .  

"We deny t h e  very  oneness and peace f o r  which J e s u s  prayed. Our d i f f e r e n c e s  can be 
r e so lved ,  n o t  I n  s t r i f e ,  b u t  i n  C h r i s t i a n  love. Not i n  mass v o t e s ,  but  i n  i nd iv idua l  hea r t s . "  

Hobbs, p a s t o r  e m e r i t u s  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Oklahoma C i ty ,  added: "God has  never  ' 

changed h i s  purpose. But he h a s  o f t e n  changed h i s  people. Already the  words of  t he  'handwri t ing 
on t h e  w a l l '  a r e  be ing  w r i t t e n .  

"If we do n o t  end t h i s  con t rove r sy  and g e t  on wi th  t h e  work God has  e n t r u s t e d  t o  u s ,  he w i l l  
t u r n  t o  a n o t h e r  people.  God fo rb id .  

"It is  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  n o t  p robab le ,  t h a t  by cont inuing  t h i s -  i n f i g h t i n g  we might hone down 
our f a i t h  t o  a r a z o r ' s  edge o f  agreement. But what a  t ragedy should we do s o  and go f o r t h  t o  
proclaim i t  -- only  t o  f i n d  t h a t  no l o n g e r  is anyone l i s t e n i n g  t o  us." 

The former p r e s i d e n t  s a i d  he i s s u e d  t h e  s t a t emen t  " fo r  myself a l o n e Y w  and had "wrest led i n  
p r a y e r f u l  thought  ove r  t h e  burden a s  t o  whether o r  n o t  I should w r i t e  t h i s  a r t i c l e . "  

He s a i d  Southern B a p t i s t s  should no te  t h e  s t a t emen t  o f  purpose i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  
Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, which s a y s  t h e  SBC was c r e a t e d  " for  t h e  purpose of c a r r y i n g  i n t o  
e f f e c t  t h e  benevolent  i n t e n t i o n  o f  o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  by organiz ing  a  plan f o r  e l i c i t i n g ,  combining 
and d i r e c t i n g  t h e  e n e r g i e s  o f  t h e  denomination f o r  t h e  propagat ion o f  t he  gospel." 

Hobbs wrote: "It s a y s  no th ing  about  abso lu t e  uniformity of  doc t r ine .  I am no t  sugges t ing  
t h a t  competency of  t h e  s o u l  b e f o r e  God and t h e  pr ies thood o f  b e l i e v e r s  mean t h a t  a person can  
b e l i e v e  j u s t  anyth ing  and be a  Southern  B a p t i s t .  Both t h e  preamble and t h e  17 a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e  
B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message ( s t a t emen t )  c l e a r l y  deny t h i s .  

"But we should neve r  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  preamble is a s  much a p a r t  o f  t h e  s ta tement  a s  t h e  
s p e c i f i c  d o c t r i n e s  s e t  f o r t h .  It p r o t e c t s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  conscience and guards us  from a c r e e d a l  
f a i t h ,  . . . which means t h a t  no Southern  B a p t i s t  o r  group of  such h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  t r y  t o  apply  
t h e  s t a t e m e n t ' s  a r t i c l e s  and a t  t h e  same time igno re  the  preamble." 

Hobbs, who c h a i r e d  t h e  committee t h a t  wrote t h e  B a p t i s t  Fa i th  and Message s ta tement  t h a t  was 
adopted i n  1963, s a i d  through t h e  25 y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  s ta tement  was adopted, "at tempts  t o  change 
even one word o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  have been defeated."  He added every agency of t h e  convention 
v o l u n t a r i l y  h a s  adopted i t .  

Vf t h e r e  is any one t h i n g  today upon which we a l l  a g r e e ,  i t  is t h a t  s ta tement , "  Hobbs 
wrote . 

Hobbs noted  t h a t  i n  1985 t h e  convent ion  e l e c t e d  a Peace Committee t o  a t tempt  t o  r e so lve  t h e  
cont roversy  i n  t h e  14.7-million-member denomination. Hobbs was one of 22 members e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  
Peace Commit t e e .  

"The convention i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  Peace Committee t o  work wi th in  t h e  framework of t h e  B a p t i s t  
F a i t h  and Message. It d id .  Its as s igned  t a s k  was t o  determine t h e  causes o f  t h e  cont roversy  and 
t o  recommend s o l u t i o n s .  It did, ' '  Hobbs s a i d ,  adding i n  t h e  1987 annual. meeting, i n  which t h e  
Peace Committee made i t s  r e p o r t ,  t h e r e  were "two s i g n i f i c a n t  votes." 

--more-- 
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"One ( v o t e ) , "  he s a i d ,  "was 60-40, t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a  pres ident .  f t  was 'us '  a g a i n s t  'them.' 
The o t h e r  was an  e s t ima ted  96-4, t h e  adop t ion  o f  t h e  Peace Committee's r epo r t .  T t  was 'we' 
say ing  t h a t  we a r e  t i r e d  o f  t h e  con t rove r sy  and wanted it over s o  we could g e t  on with t h e  s t a t e d  
purpose and work o f  t h e  convention.  

"With one excep t ion ,  t h e  agenc i e s  ( t r u s t e e s ,  admin i s t r a to r s  and personnel  have accepted 
t h e  convent ion ' s  a c t i o n  and are ab id ing  by i t s  recommendations. They a r e  t o  be congra tu la ted .  

"But d e s p i t e  t h e  overwhelming approval  o f  t h e  convention, f have never  seen  an a c t i o n  o f  
t he  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention s o  ignored ,  mi s in t e rp re t ed  and misapplied by f a c t i o n s  and 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  t h i s  one." 

Hobbs said f i n d i n g s  have been i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  recommendations, while they a r e  "simply what 
t h e  committee found. Recommendations, he added, "deal ing with l a b e l s  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  f o r  
t h e  most p a r t  have been ignored  a s  i f  they  d i d  n o t  e x i s t . "  

Some people ,  he s a i d ,  have l a b e l e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  "creedalism. The Peace Committee d id  
no t  add one c e n t i l l e r  o f  d o c t r i n e  requi rement  t o  documents a l ready  i n  ex i s t ence :  t h e  BF'M, t h e  
G l o r i e t a  S ta tement  ( w r i t t e n  v o l u n t a r i l y  by t h e  s i x  seminary p re s iden t s )  and t h e  s ta tements  o f  
f a i t h  s igned  by those  involved  i n  t h e  seminar ies .  

llh%en anyone s i g n s  . . . he/she v o l u n t a r i l y  limits academic freedom t o  t h e  s t a t e d  f a i t h  and 
purpose o f  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  involved.  Any agency should be s e n s i t i v e  a s  t o  t h e  f a i t h  
g e n e r a l l y  he ld  by Southern  B a p t i s t s  who own and suppor t  i t .  

"We only  recommended t h a t  we l i v e  up t o  what we a l r eady  have." 

The r e p o r t ,  he s a i d ,  lldoes n o t  even h i n t  a t  a 'blood ba th t  i n  our  seminaries .  Where 
problems o f  f a i t h  e x i s t  f o r  any p r e s e n t  f a c u l t y  member, i t  is t o  be d e a l t  with through counsel  by 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and t r u s t e e s  of t h a t  school .  Other  than  t h a t ,  t h e  r e p o r t  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  
s ecu r ing  o f  f u t u r e  faculty members." 

Hobbs wrote t h a t  some Southern B a p t i s t s  "have c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  Peace Committee's r epo r t .  It 
( t h e  committee) was n o t  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  draw up terms of sur render ,  bu t  t o  mediate a  problem, I n  
mediat ion t h e r e  must be  g i v e  and t a k e  on bo th  s ides .  This  happened i n  t h e  committee; now i t  must 
happen i n  t h e  convention.  

tTAdrnittedly, t h e  r e p o r t  i s  n o t  l e t t e r  p e r f e c t ,  f o r  i t  was drawn up by imperfec t  people,  
people conve r san t  wi th  t h e  problem and wi th  Southern Bap t i s t s .  The convention accepted it. 
According t o  B a p t i s t  p o l i t y ,  i t  behooves coope ra t ing  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  accep t  i t  -- n o t  f u l l y  
s a t i s f i e d ,  b u t  w i l l i n g  t o  do so .  

"Some sugges t  t h a t  t h e  Peace Committee f a i l e d .  No, i t  d i d  n o t  f a i l .  X t  d id  what i t  was 
appointed t o  do. Once t h e  convent ion  adopted i ts  r e p o r t ,  i t  became t h e  proper ty  of  t he  
convention.  The f a i l u r e  i s  on t h e  p a r t  OF those  who have not  abided by t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  
convention.  There is noth ing  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  wi th  which Southern B a p t i s t s  cannot  ab ide ,  i f  we want 
peace . 

"If n o t ,  t hen  t h e  a n g e l s  i n  heaven could  n o t  p r e s e n t  a  r e p o r t  which would b r ing  peace.w 
--30-- 

Assoc ia t i ons  ach i eve  
New r o l e  i n  convent ion  By Marv Knox 

B a p t i s t  Press  
5/6/88 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Baptis ts  must beg in  a t  home i f  they a r e  going t o  achieve  t h e i r  worldwide 
g o a l s ,  t h e  outgoing  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  D i r ec to r s  of Missions Conference i n s i s t s .  

. .. 
Tha t ' s  why a s s o c i a t i o n s  -- l o c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  Southern B a p t i s t  churches -- a r e  t h e  key 

t o  g l o b a l  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n ,  s a y s  Carl J. Duck, d i r e c t o r  of missions f o r  Nashvil le  B a p t i s t  
.- . - .  Associa t i o n .  

. . 
\ " "1 have heard  denominat ional  l e a d e r s  s a y  f o r t h r i g h t l y ,  ' I f  Bold Mission Thrus t  -- our  p l an  

t o  r each  t h e  whole world f o r  C h r i s t  -- is  t o  be  a r e a l i t y ,  i t  w i l l  be because a s s o c i a t i o n s  he lp  
i t  t o  happen," he  n o t e s .  

--more-- 
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Southern B a p t i s t s  w i l l  focus t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  on associa t ions  May 16-22, Associational 
Emphasis Week. Theme f o r  t h e  week is "Missions a t  Heart." 

The convention a l ready  i s  developing a new awareness of the ro le  of a s soc ia t ions  i n  Southern 
B a p t i s t s f  missions e f f o r t ,  Duck r e p o r t s :  "This is coming from two di rec t ions .  I see  our 
leadership  recognizing t h e  p lace  of  a s soc ia t ions  i n  ways they havent t before. Also, I see  the  
assoc ia t ion ' s  p lace  inc reas ing  i n  t h e  minds of the masses." 

That awareness is  emerging because more Southern Bap t i s t s  a r e  recognizing what some of them 
have known a l l  a long,  he adds: "The b e s t  l e v e l  of denominational l i f e  t h a t  we have outs ide  the  
Local church is the  B a p t i s t  a s soc ia t ion .  It is here t h a t  fellowship is  a t  i t s  best .  And on the  
l o c a l  l e v e l ,  more help  and a s s i s t a n c e  can be given t o  churches, simply because of proximity." 

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  fel lowship -- oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  comraderie among Bap t i s t s  i n  a c i t y  or  region 
-- was a prime ingred ien t  of a s soc ia t ions .  Now t h a t  component, while st i l l  important, is being 
ecl ipsed by cooperative missions.  

"The a s s o c i a t i o n  today,  by v i r t u e  of  i t s  exis tence  and i ts  reason f o r  being, is  changing," 
Duck says.  "It's no longer  j u s t  fel lowship.  Associations now must recognize they have a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  do missions i n  the  l o c a l  set t ing." 

The motivation f o r  t h i s  change is most evident i n  America's c i t i e s ,  he adds, c i t i n g  the  
oppor tun i t i e s  and needs. 

For example, one p iece  of land needed f o r  a new church i n  metropolitan Nashville c o s t s  
$500,000. The a r e a  is  booming, so  the  opportunity t o  reach people f o r  Chr i s t  i s  astounding. 
However, t h e  c o s t  of  s t a r t i n g  a new church is  beyond the  means of an individual  church. 

B u t  because they work together  through t h e i r  l o c a l  associa t ion,  churches can s ta r t  t h a t  new 
congregation, and s i m i l a r  churches a l l  ac ross  America, Duck notes. 

"Associat ions a r e  churches 'on missionf together i n  t h e i r  se t t ing , "  he says. "That means 
carrying ou t  t h e  Great Commission ( C h r i s t ' s  command t o  spread the gospel everywhere) and doing i t  
together.  That ' s  the  genius  of the  B a p t i s t  associa t ion.  I t f  s churches doing together what they 
could no t  do alone." 

Consequently, a s s o c i a t i o n s  a r e  developing and strengtaening t h e i r  missions endeavors, he 
says. 

The key is  missions s t r a t e g y ,  he explains:  "We're doing missions l o c a l l y  l i k e  we would do 
missions anywhere i n  t h e  world. We ' r e  s t a r t i n g  new work, offer ing Chris t i an  soc ia l  minis t r i e s ,  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  evangelism and s t rengthening churches f o r  t h e i r  work." 

Two keys  t o  the  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  a s soc ia t ions  are the  people who dedicate t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  the 
work of a s s o c i a t i o n s  and vo lun tee r s  who make that  work possible,  he says ,  noting both a r e  on the  
upswing. 

"One o f  the  most encouraging th ings  now is the l a r g e  number of capable,  experienced people 
who a r e  f e e l i n g  a d e f i n i t e  ca l l  from God t o  a s soc ia t iona l  missions work," he re la tes .  "And the  
assoc ia t ion  opera tes  on volunteerism; we're dependent on volunteers f o r  a l l  our work. With 
s u f f i c i e n t  numbers of  vo lun tee r s ,  we can strengthen churches and o f f e r  t o  them the challenges of 
l o c a l  missions." 

Woman p a s t o r  j o i n s  
United Methodists 

I 

By Bob Allen r p&(p c 9 g4:::' P"" 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. (BP )--The f i r s t  woman t o  be- granted pas tora l  sa la ry  ass i s t ance  from the 
Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board has announced he r  in ten t ion  t o  join the United Methodist 
Church. 

Deborah Griffis-Woodberry, p a s t o r  of Broadneck Bap t i s t  Church near Annapolis, Md., has 
resigned t o  become p a s t o r  of  Asbury Chapel, a United Methodist church i n  Har t sv i l l e ,  S.C., 
e f f e c t i v e  t h e  end of May. 

--more-- 
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Griffis-Woodberry is t h e  only  female t o  r ece ive  Home Mission Board p a s t o r a l  a s s i s t a n c e  s i n c e  
HMB d i r e c t o r s  voted  i n  March 1987 t o  change g u i d e l i n e s  t o  p r o h i b i t  f u t u r e  funding of ordained 
women as l o c a l  church p a s t o r s .  

I n  a prepared s t a t emen t  w r i t t e n  i n  reponse t o  a ques t ion  by t h e  B a p t i s t  True Union, 
Maryland/Delaware B a p t i s t s 1  newsjourna l ,  Griffis-Woodberry c i t e d  disenfranchisement  by r e c e n t  
e v e n t s  i n  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention a s  leading  t o  culminat ion o f  a long process  t h a t  
r e s u l t e d  i n  h e r  d e c i s i o n  t o  l e a v e  t h e  denomination. 

"My d e c i s i o n  t o  l e a v e  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention h a s  t h e  unfor tuna te  consequence o f  
a l s o  l e a v i n g  Broadneck B a p t i s t  Church,ll she  t o l d  t h e  True Union. "It is with deep r e g r e t  t h a t  X 
do so .  They a r e  thoroughly committed t o  C h r i s t  and provide s p i r i t u a l  nu r tu re  f o r  many who 
o therwise  would n o t  have a church family.  They have been extremely suppor t ive  of  me. 

"The dea th  of  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention a s  a network i n  which I can se rve  with 
i n t e g r i t y  and c l e a r  consc ience  came slowly.  There a r e  a number o f  n a i l s  t h a t  s ea l ed  t h e  c o f f i n  
f o r  me. Two o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  were t h e  Home Mission Board's dec i s ion  n o t  t o  fund women p a s t o r s  
and t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  Randall  Lol ley  a t  Southeas te rn  Seminary." 

Lol ley  completed - h i s  14-year p re s idency  of t h e  Wake Fores t ,  N.C., seminary March 31 a f t e r  
submi t t i ng  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  t r u s t e e s  l a s t  November. Lol ley ,  now p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church 
of Rale igh ,  N . C . ,  c i t e d  d i f f e r e n c e s  wi th  a newly-established major i ty  of  conserva t ive  t r u s t e e s  
about  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  s choo l  a s  h i s  reason  f o r  leav ing  the  l eade r sh ip  of  h i s  37-year-old alma 
mater.  

lVOver t h e  y e a r s ,  I have watched freedom and i n c l u s i o n  become bondage and e x c l u ~ i o n , ~  
Griffis-Woodberry s a i d .  "My d e s i r e  t o  begin t h e  process  o f  a f f i l i a t i o n  wi th  t h e  United Methodist  
Church comes from comfor t  wi th  l i t u r g i c a l  worship, commitment t o  open membership and d e s i r e  t o  
s e r v e  C h r i s t  through a denominat ional  system t h a t  more f u l l y  embraces my understanding o f  
S c r i p t u r e  and i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

"Besides t h e o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s ,  we a r e  motivated t o  move because o f  a personal  d e s i r e  t o  l i v e  
c l o s e r  t o  o u r  f a m i l i e s ,  a l l  o f  whom l i v e  i n  South Carolina." 

"1 l e a v e  wi th  r e g r e t  and pa in  b u t  a l s o  with f u l l  assurance  of  God's guidance. Our many 
B a p t i s t  f r i e n d s  w i l l  remain i n  ou r  prayers . "  

Griffis-Woodberry came a s  t h e  f i r s t  f u l l - t ime  p a s t o r  o f  Broadneck Mission i n  1985. The 
miss ion ,  a j o i n t  p r o j e c t  o f  Col lege  Parkway B a p t i s t  Church i n  Arnold, Md., and Her i tage  B a p t i s t  
Church i n  Annapolis ,  Md., he ld  i t s  f i r s t  worship s e r v i c e  i n  1982 and had a membership of  18 when 
Griffis-Woodberry assumed h e r  p a s t o r a t e .  

She l e d  t h e  miss ion  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  as a church last  November. Current ly ,  about 20 f a m i l i e s  
a r e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  chu rch ' s  membership, she  s a i d .  

During h e r  f i r s t  y e a r  i n  t h e  p roces s  of o r d i n a t i o n  a s  a Methodist,  Griffis-Woodberry w i l l  be 
recognized as  a m i n i s t e r  of  ano the r  denomination working i n  a United Methodist church. Her 
denominat ional  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i l l  o f f i c i a l l y  remain Southern B a p t i s t ,  and she  w i l l  s t i l l  be a 
member a t  Broadneck, s h e  s a i d .  

She added, however, s h e  p l a n s  t o  complete the process  as  soon as p o s s i b l e  and does no t  
a n t i c i p a t e  s h e  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  SBC. 

A n a t i v e  of  South Ca ro l ina ,  s h e  i s  a graduate  of Winthrop College i n  Rock H i l l ,  S.C., and of 
Sou theas t e rn  Seminary, w i th  both t h e  mas t e r  of  d i v i n i t y  and master of theology degrees.  

P r i o r  t o  moving t o  Maryland, s h e  was a s s o c i a t e  p a s t o r  and m i n i s t e r  o f  youth and educa t ion  a t  
Ridge Road B a p t i s t  Church i n  Rale igh ,  N.C . ,  f o r  fou r  years .  She a l s o  has  been a t eache r  i n  
Edgef ie ld  County, S.C., and a Home Mission Board church ex tens ion  i n t e r n  i n  Spa r t a ,  N.J. 

She and h e r  husband, Joseph ,  have a 10-month-old daughter ,  Courtney. 
--3o-- 

(Allen is  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  True Union.) 



New homes l i f t  p e a s a n t s  
Above c y c l e  o f  pover ty  

FENI, Bangladesh ( R P ) - - N ~ w  homes paid f o r  by Southern B a p t i s t s  could he lp  the  f a m i l i e s  of 
Bangladeshi f ishermen and l a b o r e r s  p u l l  themselves Out o f  poverty. -. . . 

> 

Flooding du r ing  t h e  r a i n y  season  i s  commonplace i n  Bangladesh. But l a s t  yea r ' s  f l oods  were 
t h e  wors t  t h e  South Asian n a t i o n  h a s  known f o r  40 years .  For ty-s ix  of 64 low-lying d i s t r i c t s  and 
more than  60 m i l l i o n  people  f e l t  t h e  wrath o f  h igh  water.  

O f f i c i a l s  e s t i m a t e  abou t  1,200 Bangladeshis  were k i l l e d .  Others  l o s t  houses, c rops ,  
l i v e s t o c k  -- i n c l u d i n g  f i s h  farms i n  small ponds -- and household items. Three-fourths o f  t h e  
country s s t and ing  r i c e  c rop  was des t royed .  

But f o r  a t  l e a s t  1 ,000 Bangladeshi  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  f l oods  have brought  new hope f o r  t h e  
f u t u r e .  With Southern B a p t i s t  r e l i e f  money, t he se  f a m i l i e s  w i l l  h e l p  bui ld  themselves new houses 
with t i n  r o o f s .  And t h e  houses w i l l  be maintenance-free f o r  t h e  f i r s t  12 t o  15 yea r s ,  s a i d  
missionary R T Buckley of M i s s i s s i p p i ,  who d i r e c t s  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  Comilla d i s t r i c t ,  where 500 
o f  t h e  houses w i l l  be  b u i l t .  

Normally, a Comilla man spends more than two months of h i s  income every year  t o  r e p a i r  t h e  
r i ce - s t r aw  roof  and bamboo w a l l s  of  h i s  f ami ly ' s  home. With t h e  new houses,  f a m i l i e s  w i l l  be 
a b l e  t o  t ake  t h e  money normally s p e n t  f o r  r e p a i r s  and buy a cow, r e n t  some farm l and ,  educate 
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  o r  t ake  p a r t  i n  some o t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  themselves, Buckley s a i d .  

Bangladeshis  i n  t h e  a r e a  work a s  day l a b o r e r s ,  fishermen o r  peasant  farmers. I n  t h e  average 
fami ly ,  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  l i v e  with t h e i r  p a r e n t s  and poss ib ly  grandparents .  Depending on how many 
days he  i s  a b l e  t o  f i n d  work, a f a t h e r  could make from $22 t o  $42 every month. Of t h a t ,  nea r ly  
$10 goes  t o  r i c e ,  abou t  $8 t o  wheat and n e a r l y  $3 t o  beans. Uhat i s  l e f t  buys cooking o i l ,  
mustard, vege t ab l e s ,  f i s h ,  soap ,  c l o t h i n g ,  school ing ,  medicine and house r e p a i r s .  

Avdul L a t i f ,  38, is one Bangladeshi  who w i l l  r e ce ive  a new house b u i l t  with Southern B a p t i s t  
funds. A day l a b o r e r ,  L a t i f  owned ch i ckens  and a goa t  before  t h e  f l oods  washed them away with 
h i s  house. I f  h e  i s  a b l e  t o  work every day, L a t i f  e a r n s  t h e  equ iva l en t  of  $22, somet.iines l e s s ,  
every month. He u s e s  t h i s  t o  suppor t  h imse l f ,  h i s  wife and h i s  f i v e  ch i ld ren .  

"Because of  t h e  work s i t u a t i o n  i n  our  a r e a ,  most of  these  people have t o  borrow $50 t o  $60 a 
yea r  t o  r e p a i r  t h e i r  houses ,"  Buckley s a i d .  "Generally i t  is borrowed from a wea l th i e r  man i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I f  t h a t  amount cannot  be  pa id  t h e  next  yea r ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t  w i l l  increase .  A f t e r  a 
yea r  o r  two i f  i t  c a n t  t be pa id ,  t h e  man s t a n d s  a chance o f  l o s ing  h i s  property." 

Mis s iona r i e s  p l a n  t o  s e e  500 houses b u i l t  i n  t he  Gopalganj a r e a ,  too. As i n  Comilla,  each 
home w i l l  c o s t  about  $500 t o  b u i l d ,  i nc lud ing  c a r p e n t e r s t  pay, m a t e r i a l s  and t r a n s p o r t  fees. 
Government workers  s e l e c t  f a m i l i e s  who w i l l  r e ce ive  a new house. H i s s iona r i e s  w i l l  approve only 
those who l i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  be fo re  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and who a c t u a l l y  own a p i ece  of  land a t  t h e  time 
of  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  They w i l l  n o t  approve c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  a family on someone e l s e ' s  l and ,  because 
t h e  landowner might appea r  and c l a im  t h e  house f o r  himself .  

Rec ip i en t s  of new houses  must a g r e e  t o  be respons ib le  f o r  t r a n s p o r t i n g  materials from a 
drop-off  p o i n t  t o  t h e  house s i t e ,  working with t he  cons t ruc t ion  crew and bu i ld ing  a d i r t  f l o o r .  
This  means someone from t h e  family must s t a y  with t h e  c a r p e n t e r s  while  they a r e  working. 

"If we j u s t  g i v e  them t h e  r e l i e f  (wi th  no expec t a t i ons ) ,  i t  would be de t r imen ta l  t o  t h e  s e l f .  
image o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l , "  Buckley s a i d .  A t  f i r s t  Buckley and o t h e r  mi s s iona r i e s  hoped they could 
pay day l a b o r e r s  r i c e  f o r  building t h e i r  own houses,  but they found that bu i ld ing  t h e  house 
r e q u i r e s  e x p e r t i s e  beyond t h a t  of  a day l a b o r e r .  

Each house measures 17 f e e t  l ong  and 11 f e e t  wide and has  two windows and two doors. Most 
housing i n  t h e  a r e a  s t a y s  damp through t h e  r a iny  season and breeds d i sease .  The new houses,  
however, w i l l  p rov ide  p r o t e c t i o n  from t h e  weather and w i l l  no t  be e a s i l y  damaged by t h e  f looding .  

"The k ind  of houses  we're b u i l d i n g  could never  be b u i l t  by t hese  people,  Buckley said.  The 
p r o j e c t  o f f e r s  m i s s i o n a r i e s  a chance t o  show C h r i s t i a n  love.  I n  t h e  a r e a  o f  Comilla i n  which 
Buckley is  working, t h e  people  a r e  Muslims and Hindus. There a r e  no Chr i s t i ans .  

--3o-- 
(NOTE TO EDITORS: R T Buckley does NOT use per iods  i n  h i s  name) 


