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1st Missionary Made A) Fvwgs
To Leave Indonesia By Marty Croll

JAKARTA, Indonesia (BP)--The first in a string of Southern Baptist missionaries expected to
be required to leave Indonesia because of new visa restrictions flew to the Philippines in early
April. She will work there for about a month while considering options for future assignment.

Doris Blattner, 54, from St. Louis, left Indonesia after the internal security section of
the country's Religion Department would not supply a letter necessary for her to-live there.

Because of the govermment poliecy, about half of Southern Baptists' force of some 95
missionaries may have to leave the country during the next year. As with other Christian
missionaries whose ability to stay hinges on annual approval through the country's Religion
Department, Blattner was notified more than a year ago that she would be denied visa approval the
next time she applied.

Meanwhile, the government has indicated it will consider visa extensions for four
theological educators and their families. These missionaries are in positions that will be
taken over in a few years by Indonesian Baptists now studying in the United States,

Many missionaries, told they will be denied visa renewals during the next couple of months,
have begun applying to immigration offiecials in their areas for three-month temporary extensions.
The family of Gerald Pinkston, an English-language pastor in Jakarta from Levelland, Texas,
received such an extension and was allowed to stay past a Feb. 2U visa expiratlon until scheduled
furlough in May.

For several missionaries, an extra three months would afford time to pack, wind down their
work and attend the mission's annual meeting this summer. But local immigration offices can deny
such a request if they choose, as they did with Blattner.

Missionaries are dealing with visa denials on an individual basis. For example, the
chairman of the organization of Southern Baptist missionaries in Indonesia has applied through
the labor ministry for a new visa as an official representative of the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board. Others have considered becoming citizens of Indonesia.

Indonesian Baptists are just past the midpoint of a campaign to start 500 new churches by
1990. Without Southern Baptists, missionaries say the well-established Indonesian Baptist
convention should be able to maintain existing churches and institutions. But by requiring the
missionaries to leave, the government's new policy would hamper Baptist outreach and new-church
growth.

Missionaries first heard of the government policy last year when special notations appeared
on official letters of clearance required from the Religion Department as part of the visa-
approval process., The note told missionaries with more than 10 years of experience that the
Religion Department would grant no future letters of clearance. The note has not appeared on
visas for healthcare workers or the one agriculturist assigned to Indonesia. Their visas are
processed through other channels.

The latest two letters of approval received by missionaries did not include the note,
although the body of the letter contained the phrase, "for one year only." Missionary Elaine
Meador, wife of mission Chairman Clyde Meador of Albuquerque, N.M., sees the absence of a special
notation as a sign of hope: "I've been encouraged in the last few weeks. The prayers of people
are at work, and things have been changing some."

—--more--
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The Meadors and their two daughters moved to Indonesia in 1975, just months after they were
appointed career missionaries, Before he became mission chairman, he worked as a church
developer and theology teacher.

Muslims have exerted a growing pressure on the Indonesian government as Islamic nationalism
has solidified in recent years among the 80 percent Muslim constituency. But & few weeks ago the
country swore in a new cabinet, placing some Christians in high government ranks,

-=30--~

Fewer Muslims Converting, F; pé"nggs Baptist Press
Missions Director Says By Mike Creswell 4/13/88

CREENSBORO, N.C. (BP)--Islam's growing fundamentalism has fueled increased opposition to the
Christian gospel in the past five years, an expert in the subject told Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board trustees April 13. And that growth is making already scarce conversions to
Christianity even harder to obtain throughout the Middle East and North Africa.

Attaining more conversions will require, among other things, more missionaries who are

better trained specifically for witnessing to Muslims, said Dale Thorne, who directs Southern
Baptist work in the Middle East and North Africa from a base in Cyprus.

Conversions always are more difficult among Muslims who live closer to Islam's three holiest
sites, Mecca and Medina in Saudi Arabia and Jerusalem, Thorne said. In Islam's own back yard,
more than anywhere else, resistance to the gospel is inherent in Muslim culture.

"A long-term, confidence-building relationship with Muslims is absolutely essential if one
hopes to win a Muslim to a personal relationship with Christ as his Savior and Lord," Thorne
said. "This is a time-consuming, taxing, frustrating and sometimes dangerous undertaking.”

But slow response does not negate Southern Baptists' responsibility to witness for Christ in
"all nations," including the Arab world. "Neither does it excuse the tragedy that this area,

with such a tremendous need, has a relatively small number of missionaries assigned,” he added.

Thorne outlined for board trustees some general approaches in evangelism that Baptist
representatives are following in the area but said he could not give specifiecs of names and
details of contacts "for fear of putting people under unnecessary Jjeopardy. But I am encouraged
by the numbers of our missionaries who have shared with me how the Lord has opened new doors of
opportunity for them to witness and disciple.®

Crisis conditions in Gaza have produced "new and exciting opportunities for our missionaries
to share their faith in a time of testing," Thorne said but noted growing Islamic fundamentalism

has "reduced the number willing to openly profess Christ to a very small minority.”

One evidence of Islam's growing hold on Gaza is that the number of Islamic mosques, or
prayer houses, now stands at about 180, an almost twofold increase in recent years.

One of the "perpetual frustrations” of working in the area is the extreme caution one must
use in outreach efforts, because of possible backlash from Muslims, Thorne said in an interview.

Missionaries generally are called “representatives" in the region, because of the negative
response created by the word "missionary."

Baptists have been in some areas of the Middle East and North Africa for more than 75 years;
Southern Baptist representatives have served in some of those countries as long as 65 years.
Still, only 41 Baptist churches are spread throughout the region. In most countries in the area,
between 90 and 100 percent of the population is Musliim. Lower percentages are found in Israel,
with 11 percent; Cyprus, 18 percent; and Lebanon, 60 percent, Thorne said.

Most members of Baptist churches in these countries come from among cultural Christians, not
Muslims, Thorne said. In many countries in the region, residents are labeled "Christian™ on the
basis of their parents' religion; in this sense, the label says more about culture than about a
person's relationship to Christ.

-—More-—
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"Living as a small minority in the midst of a largely hostile (Muslim) majority has caused
the Christians of these countries to develop a self-protecting, defensive outlook on life,"
Thorne said. "As a result, they have lost the missionary mandate of the Great Commission and are
not generally engaged in an effort to evangelize the Muslim majority whiech surrounds them. This
is also sadly true of so-called evangelical churches.”

Thorne cited one authority on Islam who said Arab believers fail to evangelize Muslims
mainly because of fear of reaction to their witnessing efforts and because prejudice toward
Muslims has developed "over centuries of mutual animosity."

A "small but growing number" of Arab Christian believers have been witnessing to Muslim
neighbors, Thorne said, but almost none of the people won to Christ are active members of Baptist
churches. "Historieal animosity, legal restrictions, cultural differences, family and societal
pressures, distrust and suspicion and errant theology combine to form a potent force against the
inclusion of believers from Islamic backgrounds into existing churches," he said.

In recent months, discussions have been held among misslion organizations working in these
nations to determine how a more indigenous fellowship of converted Muslims can be established.

Traditional Baptist witness in these countries has included Baptist primary and high schools
in Israel, Jordan and Lebanon, a nursing school in Gaza, publishing in Lebanon and radio
programming. However, new efforts are being made to work with national Baptists on evangelism
efforts appropriate to the region, Thorne told Foreign Mission Board trustees.

Prayer remains Baptists' most potent weapon, he said. A special prayer support team has
been organized of Southern Baptists in America who are committed to long-term, informed and
intensive prayer for Christian outreach in countries of the Middle East and North Africa.

"We have four groups, a total of about U0 persons scattered coast to coast, on call to
respond in special circumstances. Some of them are retired missionaries who have served in the
area, These people are giving concentrated prayer support along with many other Southern
Baptists, from whom we seek on going prayer support through traditional channels," Thorne said.

-=30-=

FMB Elects Compton - Baptist Press
Communications VP M F(V\ 6 bh/13/88

GREENSBORO, N.C. (BP)-~Alan Compton, a veteran of mission media work who has led media and
resource development worldwide for the past five years, was elected vice president for
communications and public relations by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board at its April 13
meeting.

In his new post, Compton will provide leadership for the board's communications and public
relations office, offer a communicatlons perspective as a member of its 11-member Global Strategy
Group and represent the board in communications and public relations matters to other boards,
agencies, associations and groups.

A native of North Carolina, Compton was media consultant for Latin America from 1966 to
1983, when he joined the board's home office staff as senior media consultant. In the past five
years he has worked with regional media consultants in designing and producing broadcast and
audio-visual products., He has consulted with media missionaries as they planned and developed
media programs for their countries of service. And he developed a system by which missionaries
have access to methods and strateglies other missionaries have used successfully in their work.

He and his wife, the former Jane Luther of Raleigh, N.C., were appointed missionaries to
Chile in 1960. He directed the radio and television work of Chilean Baptists and was pastor of a
church in Santiago.

When he became the Latin America media consultant in 1966, he worked from a base in Mexico
City to increase the use of radio and television by Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking Baptists in
South America, Central America and the Caribbean. He also was a consultant and liaison for work
done with the Southern Baptist Radio and Television Commission in Fort Worth, Texas, and a
consultant to the board's Baptist Spanish Publishing House in El Paso, Texas.
~=DOre-—
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Compton, 58, was born in Raleigh, N.C., and grew up there and in Garner, N.C. He received
the bachelor of arts degree from the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill and the master
of divinity degree from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C.

Before missionary appointment, he was an announcer and producer for several radio and
television-stations in North Carolina and pastor of Bethany Baptist Chureh in Baskerville, Va.

He and his wife have two adult sons.
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Care Givers Explore ﬂ)/ C‘ Baptist Press
Death And Dying Issues By Tim Fields ( (JL() 4/13/88

NASHVILLE (BP)--Moral dilemmas and special healthcare problems related to death and dying
were explored by participants in a Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission consultation.

Baptist physicians, hospital administrators, university professors, lawyers, clergy and
ethicists convened in Nashville in early April.

Richard McMillan, professor of medical ethies at Mercer Medical School, said advances in
medical technology have caused physicians and patients to reconsider moral issues such as the
nature of care; the extent of patient and physician autonomy; the reasonable limits of mediecal
capacity, such as how much care and for how long; and even the meaning of life and death.

People now "find it difficult to acknowledge problems which cannot be solved -~ if not

today, then tomorrow. Death, therefore, does not represent an acceptable or appealing solution
for medical problems," McMillan said.

As medical technology expands and costs skyrocket, every competent patient must retain the
right to judge what medical treatment is in his or her best interest, he added: "A growing
number of patients are expressing the opinion that treatment for them may be worse than the
disease. Patients, patient surrogates and an increasing number of physicians are expressing the
opinion that there comes a point at which the exercise of capacity is not simply pointless, it
has become inhumane,

"Medical capacity has at once become a marvelous blessing and a ponderous moral issue, and
the ancient question -- Because we can, should we? -- has taken on a totally new level of ethical
imperative. Considering the astonishing medical capacity today, to say nothing of tomorrow, do
we really have a cholce from any reasonable humane and loving perspective in those situations
involving profound human tragedy but to allow the option to withdraw or withhold treatment which
is powerless to overcome the illness?"

Bill Mason, hospital administrator of Baptist Medical Center in Jacksonville, Fla.,
discussed the ethical implications of a growing economic crisis in health care,

The current economic crisis in medicine is due to the age and mental ability of patients,

the outbreak of the AIDS disease, new pharmaceuticals, new technology, liability insurance and a
growing shortage of nurses, he said.

"If costs keep going up, we are going to get to the point where we have to ration health
care," Mason predicted. He cited increases in healthcare costs which have grown from $12.7

billion per year in 1950, representing 4.4 percent of the Gross National Product, to $u454.2
billion in 1986, representing 10.8 percent of the GNP.

"We have a real problem when we are now spending 11 percent of our GNP for health care, and
we are still not the healthiest nation in the world. We are doing something wrong," he said.

People's perception that nonprofit hospitals are getting rich is incorrect, he said, noting,
"As inflationary pressures grow, profit margins drop."

He cited the drop in Medicare reimbursements as one major factor in the economic problems of
hospitals. ™"For every day a Medicare patient stayed in our hospital last year, we lost $51."
--more--
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Because of growing costs, Mason saild, the hospital had to close a charity obstetries clinie
that had provided prenatal care and delivery for U00 to 500 babies each year. One of many moral
dilemmas the hospital has faced is reflected in that while it discontinued the obstetrics clinie,
it continued to give a $2,200-per-dose heart drug to an 80-year-old woman, he said, reporting
one-third of all Medicare money is spent during the last month of a patient's life.

Mason also cited the growing AIDS epidemic as a serious threat to the healthcare system:
"our hospital treated about 80 to 100 AIDS patients last year at a cost of approximately $100,000

per patient. Very few of these patients have medical insurance because they elther lost their
jobs or were drug addicts and had no jobs."

Bill Brock, director of pastoral care services for the Jacksonville center, said the
hospital's ethics committee has been successful in bringing together healthcare givers, patients,
families and elergy to solve serious moral dilemmas related to death and dying.

"The institution must work to keep the dignity of each person, including patients, employees
and families," he said.

Jeff Mobley, an attorney from Nashville, Tenn., told participants the medical profession
alone has tried to deal with the realities of medical ethics, but the law is still far behind.

The primary medical issues for which the law is concerned are the right of self

determination, the right of informed refusal, or control over the integrity of one's own body;
and the right of privacy, he said.

"One of the moral dilemmas of the law is what we do about patients who are incompetent to
make decisions for themselves,"” he noted.

One critical area where the law is deficient is in statutes such as those related to
comatose or brain-dead patients that allow respiration to be removed from the patient but require
that food and water continue to be given, Mobley added.

Liston Mills, professor of pastoral ministry at Vanderbilt Divinity Schoeol in Nashville,

said he 1s impressed that people are beginning to take seriously issues related to death and
dying.

"We can look at these problems abstractly and deal with them, but in real life they never
dre as neat as we are able to make them," he cautioned. "Care of persons is at its core a moral
Category. Care of dying persons is a care that should include all of life.

"The Judeo-Christian tradition has a way of putting death in its place. When we have the
iliusion that we can control death, it then becomes something we fear."

One of the complications people now face in dealing with death is due to a change in
the location of death, he said: "People used to die at home, but now about 80 percent of all
People dle in the hospital, It is hard o have a personal death when you are among strangers.”

Another problem is that hospital staff members receive their rewards in dealing with

difficult cases and in practicing heroic medicine. "Hospitals prefer health and life, not death
and dying. That's why we have hospices,"” he explained.

"Modern medical care means cure or relief from pain and suffering, when in reality some of
the most meaningful experiences in life come during times of pain and suffering.”

Families of patients and clergy need more room in hospitals, he said: "There must be a
change in our definition of health care. Clergy often allow themselves to be intimidated by
doctors., Doctors need pastoral care and attentiveness like anyone else,"

In order to improve care giving, people need to have a position on ethical issues and a
fundamental aquaintance with the issues, he added: "Finally, nurses, doctors, family members and
¢lergy who give care need to realize that when we are through, everything we did for the patient
may have been wrong. Our lives are sustalned by grace, even when we don't believe it."

--30--
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1st Missionary Made

To Leave Indonesia By Marty Cro MM“@ Tannneens

JAKARTA, Indonesia (BP)--The first in a string of Southern Baptist missionaries expected to
be required to leave Indonesia because of new visa restrictions flew to the Philippines in early
April. She will work there for about a month while considering options for future assignment.

Doris Blattner, 54, from St. Louis, left Indonesia after the internal security section of
the country's Religion Department would not supply a letter necessary for her to-live there.

Because of the govermment poliey, about half of Southern Baptists' force of some 95
missionaries may have to leave the country during the next year. As with other Christian
missionaries whose ability to stay hinges on annual approval through the country's Religion
Department, Blattner was notified more than a year ago that she would be denied visa approval the
next time she applied.

Meanwhile, the government has indicated it will consider visa extensions for four
theological educators and their families. These missionaries are in positions that will be
taken over in a few years by Indonesian Baptists now studying in the United States.

Many missionaries, told they will be denied visa renewals during the next couple of months,
have begun applying to immigration officials in their areas for three-month temporary extensions.
The family of Gerald Pinkston, an English-language pastor in Jakarta from Levelland, Texas,
received such an extension and was allowed to stay past a Feb. 24 visa expiration until scheduled
furlough in May.

For several missionaries, an extra three months would afford time to pack, wind down their
work and attend the mission's annual meeting this summer. But local immigration offices can deny
such a request if they choose, as they did with Blattner.

Missionaries are dealing with visa denials on an individual basis. For example, the
chairman of the organization of Southern Baptist missionaries in Indonesia has applied through
the labor ministry for a new visa as an official representative of the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board. Others have considered becoming citizens of Indonesia.

Indonesian Baptists are just past the midpoint of a campaign to start 500 new churches by
1990. Without Southern Baptists, missionaries say the well-established Indonesian Baptist
convention should be able to maintain existing churches and institutions. But by requiring the
missionaries to leave, the government's new policy would hamper Baptist outreach and new-church
growth,

Missionaries first heard of the government policy last year when special notations appeared
on official letters of clearance required from the Religion Department as part of the visa-
approval process. The note told missionaries with more than 10 years of experience that the
Religion Department would grant no future letters of clearance. The note has not appeared on
visas for healthcare workers or the one agriculturist assigned to Indonesia. Their visas are
processed through other channels.

The latest two letters of approval received by missionaries did not include the note,
although the body of the letter contained the phrase, "for one year only." Missionary Elaine
Meador, wife of mission Chairman Clyde Meador of Albuquerque, N.M., sees the absence of a special
notation as a sign of hope: "I've been encduraged in the last few weeks., The prayers of people

are at work, and things have been changing some."
=-~More--
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The Meadors and their two daughters moved to Indonesia in 1975, just months after they were
appointed career missionaries. Befofe he became mission chairman, he worked as a church
developer and theology teacher, '

Muslims have exerted a growing pressure on the Indonesian government as Islamic‘napigpg;;sp i
has solidified in recent years. among the 80 percent Muslim constituenmcy.' 'But & few weeks ago the
country swore in a new cabinet, placing some Christians in high government ranks.
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Fewer Muslims Converting, Baptist Press
Missions Director Says By Mike Creswell b/13/88

GREENSBORO, N.C. (BP)--Islam's growing fundamentalism has fueled increased opposition to the
Christian gospel in the past five years, an expert in the subject told Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board trustees April 13. And that growth is making already scarce conversions to
Christianity even harder to obtalin throughout the Middle East and North Africa.

Attaining more conversions will require, among other things, more missienaries who are

better trained specifically for witnessing to Muslims, sald Dale Thorne, who direets Southern
Baptist work in the Middle East and North Africa from a base in Cyprus.

Conversions always are more difficult among Muslims who live closer to Islam's three holiest
sites, Mecca and Medina in Saudi Arabia and Jerusalem, Thorne said. In Islam's own back yard,
more than anywhere else, resistance to the gospel is inherent in Muslim culture.

"A long-term, confidence-building relationship with Muslims is absolutely essential if one
hopes to win a Muslim to a personal relationship with Christ as his Savior and Lord," Thorne
said. "This is a time-consuming, taxing, frustrating and sometimes dangerous undertaking."

But slow response does not negate Southern Baptists' responsibility to witness for Christ in
"all nations," including the Arab world. "Neither does it excuse the tragedy that this area,

with such a tremendous need, has a relatively small number of missionaries assigned," he added,

Thorne outlined for board trustees some general approaches in evangelism that Baptist
representatives are following in the area but sald he could not give specifics of names and
details of contacts "for fear of putting people under unnecessary jeopardy. But I am encouraged
by the numbers of our missionaries who have shared with me how the Lord has opened new doors of
opportunity for them to witness and diseiple.®

Crisis conditions in Gaza have produced "new and exciting opportunities for our missionaries
to share thelr faith in a time of testing,” Thorne said but noted growing Islamic fundamentalism

has "reduced the number willing to openly profess Christ to a very small minority."

One evidence of Islam’'s growing hold on Gaza is that the number of Islamic mosques, or
prayer houses, now stands at about 180, an almost twofold increase in recent years,

One of the "perpetual frustrations" of working in the area is the extreme caution one must
use in outreach efforts, because of possible backlash from Muslims, Thorne said in an interview,

Missionaries generally are called "representatives" in the region, because of the negative
response created by the word "missionary.”

Baptists have been in some areas of the Middle East and North Africa for more than 75 years;
Southern Baptist representatives have served in some of those countries as long as 65 years.
Still, only 41 Baptist churches are spread throughout the region. In most countries in the area,
between 90 and 100 percent of the population is Muslim. Lower percentages are found in Israel,
with 11 percent; Cyprus, 18 percent; and Lebanon, 60 percent, Thorne said.

Most members of Baptist churches in these countries come from among cultural Christians, not
Muslims, Thorne said. In many countries in the region, residents are labeled "Christian™ on the

basis of their parents' religion; in this sense, the label says more about culture than about a
person's relationship to Christ.
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"Living as a small minority in %he midst of a largely hostile (Muslim) majority has caused
the Christians of these countries to develop a self-protecting, defensive outlook on life,”
Thorne said. "As a result, they have lost the missionary mandate of the Great Commission and are
not generally engaged in an effort to evangelize the Muslim majority which surrounds them. This
is also sadly true of so-called evangelical churches."

Thorne cited one authority on Islam who said Arab believers fail to evangelize Muslims
mainly because of fear of reaction to their witnessing efforts and because prejudice toward
Muslims has developed "over centuries of mutual animosity."

A "small but growing number" of Arab Christian believers have been witnessing to Muslim
neighbors, Thorne said, but almost none of the people won to Christ are active members of Baptist
churches. "Historical animosity, legal restrictions, cultural differences, family and societal
pressures, distrust and suspicion and errant theology combine to form a potent force against the
inclusion of believers from Islamie backgrounds into existing churches," he sald.

In recent months, discussions have been held among mission organizations working in these
nations to determine how a more indigenous fellowship of converted Muslims can be established.

Traditional Baptist witness in these countries has included Baptist primary and high schools
in Israel, Jordan and Lebanon, a nursing school in Gaza, publishing in Lebanon and radlo
programming. However, new efforts are being made to work with national Baptists on evangelism
efforts appropriate to the region, Thorne told Foreign Mission Board trustees,

Prayer remains Baptists' most potent weapon, he said., A special prayer support team has
been organized of Southern Baptists in America who are committed to long-term, informed and
intensive prayer for Christian outreach in countries of the Middle East and North Africa.

"We have four groups, a total of about U0 persons scattered coast to coast, on call to
respond in special circumstances. Some of them are retired missionaries who have served in the
area. These people are giving concentrated prayer support along with many other Southern
Baptists, from whom we seek on going prayer support through traditional channels," Thorne said.

—30-=

FMB Elects Compton Baptist Press
Communications VP 4/13/88

GREENSBORO, N.C. (BP)--Alan Compton, a veteran of mission media work who has led media and
resource development worldwide for the past five years, was elected vice president for
communications and public relations by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board at its April 13
meeting.

In his new post, Compton will provide leadership for the board's communications and publie
relations office, offer a communications perspective as a member of its 11-member Global Strategy
Group and represent the board in communications and public relations matters to other boards,
agencies, associations and groups.

A native of North Carolina, Compton was media consultant for Latin America from 1966 to
1983, when he joined the board's home office staff as senior media consultant. In the past five
years he has worked with regional media consultants in designing and producing broadecast and
audio-visual products. He has consulted with media missionaries as they planned and developed
media programs for thelr countries of service. And he developed a system by which missionaries
have access to methods and strategies other missionaries have used successfully in their work.

He and his wife, the former Jane Luther of Raleigh, N.C., were appointed missionaries to
Chile in 1960. He directed the radio and television work of Chilean Baptists and was pastor of a
church in Santiago.

When he became the Latin America media consultant in 1966, he worked from a base in Mexico
City to inerease the use of radio and television by Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking Baptists in
South America, Central America and the Caribbean., He also was a consultant and liaison for work
done with the Southern Baptist Radio and Television Commission in Fort Worth, Texas, and a
consultant to the board's Baptist Spanish Publishing House in El Paso, Texas.

. . ==MOr@=~
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Compton, 58, was born in Raleigh¢ N.C.; and grew up there and in Garner, N,C. He received
the bachelor of arts degree from the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill and the master
of divinity degree from Southeastern Baptist Theologieal Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C.

Before missionary appointment, he was an announcer and producer fqr several_yaQio and
television stations in North Carolina and pastor of Bethany Baptist Church in Baskerville, Va.

He and his wife have two adult sons.
--30--
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Care Givers Explore Baptist Press
Death And Dying Issues By Tim Fields 4/93/88

NASHVILLE (BP)--Moral dilemmas and speclal healthcare problems related to death and dying
were explored by participants in a Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission consultation.

Baptist physicians, hospital administrators, university professors, lawyers, clergy and
ethiecists convened in Nashville in early April,

Richard McMillan, professor of medical ethics at Mercer Medical School, sald advances in
medical technology have caused physicians and patients to reconsider moral issues such as the
nature of care; the extent of patient and physiclan autonomy; the reasonable limits of medical
capacity, such as how much care and for how long; and even the meaning of life and death.

People now "find it difficult to acknowledge problems which cannot be solved -- if not

today, then tomorrow. Death, therefore, does not represent an acceptable or appealing solution
for medical problems," McMillan said.

As medical technology expands and costs skyrocket, every competent patient must retain the
right to judge what medical treatment is in his or her best interest, he added: "A growing
number of patients are expressing the opinion that treatment for them may be worse than the
disease. Patients, patient surrogates and an increasing number of physicians are expressing the
opinion that there comes a point at which the exercise of capacity is not simply pointless, it
has become inhumane.

"Medical capacity has at once become a marvelous blessing and a ponderous moral issue, and
the ancient question -~ Because we can, should we? -- has taken on a totally new level of ethical
imperative, Considering the astonishing medical capacity today, to say nothing of tomorrow, do
we really have a choice from any reasonable humane and loving perspective in those situations
involving profound human tragedy but to allow the option to withdraw or withhold treatment which
is powerless to overcome the illness?"

Bill Mason, hospital administrator of Baptist Medical Center in Jacksonville, Fla.,
discussed the ethical implications of a growing economic crisis in health ecare.

The current economic crisis in medicine is due to the age and mental ability of patients,

the outbreak of the AIDS disease, new pharmaceuticals, new technology, liability insurance and a
growing shortage of nurses, he said.

"If costs keep going up, we are going to get to the point where we have to ration health
care," Mason predicted. He cited increases in healthcare costs which have grown from $12.7

billion per year in 1950, representing 4.l percent of the Gross National Product, to $454.2
billion in 1986, representing 10.8 percent of the GNP,

"We have a real problem when we are now spending 11 percent of our GNP for health care, and
we are still not the healthiest nation in the world. We are doing something wrong," he said.

People's perception that nonprofit hospitals are getting rich is incorrect, he said, noting,
"As inflationary pressures grow, profit margins drop."

He cited the drop in Medlcare reimbursements as one major factor in the economic problems of
hospitals. "For every day a Medicare patient stayed in our hospital last year, we lost $51."
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Because of growing costs, Mason gald, the hospital had to close a charity obstetries clinie
that had provided prenatal care and delivery for 400 to 500 babies each year. One of many moral
dilemmas the hospital has faced is reflected in that while it discontinued the obstetries elinie,
it continued to give a $2,200-per-dose heart drug to an §0-year-old woman, he said, reporting
one-third of all Medicare money is spent during the last month of a patient's life.

Mason also cited the growing AIDS epidemic as a serious threat to the healthcare system:
"Our hospital treated about 80 to 100 AIDS patients last year at a cost of approximately $100,000

per patient, Very few of these patients have medical insurance because they either lost their
jobs or were drug addiets and had no jobs.™

Bill Broek, director of pastoral care services for the Jacksonville center, said the
hospital's ethics committee has been successful in bringing together healthcare givers, patients,
families and clergy to solve serious moral dilemmas related to death and dying.

"The institution must work to keep the dignity of each person, including patients, employees
and families," he saild.

Jeff Mobley, an attorney from Nashville, Tenn., told participants the medical profession
alone has tried to deal with the realities of medical ethies, but the law is still far behind.

The primary medical issues for which the law i3 concerned are the right of self

determination, the right of informed refusal, or control over the integrity of one's own body;
and the right of privacy, he said.

"One of the moral dilemmas of the law is what we do about patients who are incompetent to
make decisions for themselves,” he noted.

One critical area where the law is deficient is in statutes such as those related to
comatose or brain-dead patients that allow respiration to be removed from the patient but require
that food and water continue to be given, Mobley added.

Liston Mills, professor of pastoral ministry at Vanderbilt Divinity School in Nashville,

said he is impressed that people are beginning to take seriously issues related to death and
dying.

"We can look at these problems abstractly and deal with them, but in real life they never
are as neat as we are able to make them," he cautioned. "Care of persons is at its core a moral
category. Care of dying persons is a care that should include all of life.

"The Judeo~Christian tradition has a way of putting death in its place. When we have the
11lusion that we can control death, it then becomes something we fear."

One of the complications people now face in dealing with death is due to a change in
the location of death, he said: "People used to die at home, but now about 80 percent of all
people die in the hospital. It is hard to have a personal death when you are among strangers."

Another problem is that hospital staff members receive their rewards in dealing with

difficult cases and in practicing heroic medicine. M"Hospitals prefer health and life, not death
and dying. That's why we have hosplices,"™ he explained,

"Modern medical care means cure or relief from pain and suffering, when in reality some of
the most meaningful experiences in life come during times of pain and suffering.”

Families of patients and clergy need more room in hospitals, he said: "There must be a
change in our definition of health care. Clergy often allow themselves to be intimidated by
doctors. Doctors need pastoral care and attentiveness like anyone else,"

In order to improve care giving, people need to have a position on ethical issues and a
fundamental aquaintance with the issues, he added: "Finally, nurses, doctors, family members and
clergy who give care need to realize that when we are through, everything we did for the patient
may have been wrong. Our lives are sustained by grace, even when we don't believe it."
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