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1 st Missionary Made 
To Leave Indones ia  By Marty C r o l l  

JAKARTA, Indones ia  (BPI--The f i r s t  i n  a s t r i n g  o f  Southern  B a p t i s t  m i s s iona r i e s  expected t o  
be r equ i r ed  t o  l eave  Indones ia  because o f  new visa r e s t r i c t i o n s  f l ew  t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  i n  e a r l y  
A p r i l .  She w i l l  work t h e r e  f o r  about  a  month whi le  cons ide r ing  op t ions  f o r  f u t u r e  assignment. 

Dor i s  BLat tner ,  54, from S t .  Louis ,  l e f t  I ndones i a  a f t e r  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y  s e c t i o n  of 
t h e  country ' s Re l ig ion  Department would n o t  supply  a  l e t t e r  necessary  f o r  her t o  - l i v e  t he re .  

Because of t he  government p o l i c y ,  about  h a l f  of Southern  B a p t i s t s '  f o r c e  of some 95 
m i s s i o n a r i e s  may have t o  l eave  t h e  count ry  du r ing  t h e  next  year .  As with o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  whose a b i l i t y  t o  s t a y  h inges  on annual approval  through t h e  count ry ' s  Rel ig ion  
Department, B l a t t n e r  was n o t i f i e d  more t han  a  yea r  ago t h a t  s h e  would be denied v i s a  approval  t h e  
next  time she  app l i ed .  

Meanwhile, t h e  government has i n d i c a t e d  i t  w i l l  cons ide r  visa  ex tens ions  f o r  fou r  
t h e o l o g i c a l  educa to r s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  These m i s s i o n a r i e s  a r e  i n  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  be 
taken  over  i n  a few y e a r s  by Indones ian  B a p t i s t s  now s tudy ing  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

Many m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  t o l d  they w i l l  be denied v i s a  renewals  dur ing  t h e  next  couple of months, 
have begun apply ing  t o  immigrat ion o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e i r  a r e a s  f o r  three-month temporary ex t ens ions .  
The family of  Gerald P inks ton ,  a n  English-language p a s t o r  i n  J a k a r t a  from Level land,  Texas, 
r ece ived  such  an  e x t e n s i o n  and was al lowed t o  s t a y  p a s t  a  Feb. 24 v i s a  e x p i r a t i o n  u n t i l  scheduled 
fur lough i n  May. 

Fo r  s e v e r a l  mi s s iona r i e s ,  a n  e x t r a  t h r e e  months would a f f o r d  time t o  pack, wind down t h e i r  
work and a t t e n d  t h e  mi s s ion ' s  annual  meeting t h i s  summer. But l o c a l  immigration o f f i c e s  can deny 
such a r e q u e s t  if they choose,  as they  d i d  wi th  B l a t t n e r .  

Mis s iona r i e s  a r e  d e a l i n g  wi th  v i s a  d e n i a l s  on an i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s .  F o r  example, t h e  
chairman of  t he  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of Southern  B a p t i s t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  Indones ia  has app l i ed  through 
t h e  l a b o r  m i n i s t r y  f o r  a new visa a s  an o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Foreign 
Mission Board. Others  have cons idered  becoming c i t i z e n s  of Indones ia .  

Indonesian B a p t i s t s  a r e  j u s t  p a s t  t h e  midpoint  of a  campaign t o  start 500 new churches by 
1990. Without Southern  B a p t i s t s ,  m i s s i o n a r i e s  s a y  t h e  we l l - e s t ab l i shed  Indones ian  B a p t l s t  
convention should  be a b l e  t o  main ta in  e x i s t i n g  churches  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  But by r e q u i r i n g  t h e  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  l e a v e ,  t h e  government's new p o l i c y  would hamper B a p t i s t  ou t reach  and new-ehurch 
growth. 

Mis s iona r i e s  f i r s t  heard of  t h e  government p o l i c y  l a s t  yea r  when s p e c i a l  n o t a t i o n s  appeared 
on o f f i c i a l  l e t t e r s  of c l ea rance  r e q u i r e d  from t h e  Re l ig ion  Department a s  p a r t  of the  v isa-  
approval  process.  The n o t e  t o l d  m i s s i o n a r i e s  w i th  more than  10 y e a r s  of exper ience  t h a t  t h e  
Re l ig ion  Department would g r a n t  no f u t u r e  l e t t e r s  of c l ea rance .  The note has no t  appeared on 
v i s a s  f o r  h e a l t h c a r e  workers  o r  t h e  one a g r i c u l t u r i s t  a s s igned  t o  Indones ia .  T h e i r  v i s a s  a r e  
processed  through o t h e r  channels .  

The l a t e s t  two l e t t e r s  of approval  r ece ived  by m i s s i o n a r i e s  d i d  n o t  i nc lude  t h e  n o t e ,  
a l though t h e  body of  t h e  l e t t e r  conta ined  t h e  phrase ,  " f o r  one yea r  only." Missionary E l a i n e  
Meador, w i f e  of mission Chairman Clyde Meador of Albuquerque, N . M . ,  s e e s  t h e  absence of  a  special 
n o t a t i o n  as a s i g n  of hope: " I 've  been encouraged i n  t h e  l a s t  few weeks. The p raye r s  of people 

a r e  a t  work, and t h i n g s  have been changing some." 
--more-- 
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The Meadors and t h e i r  two daughters  moved t o  Indones i a  i n  1975, j u s t  months a f t e r  they  were 1 

appoin ted  c a r e e r  m i s s i o n a r i e s .  Before  he became mis s ion  chairman, he  worked a s  a church ! 
developer  and theology t eache r .  

Muslims have e x e r t e d  a growing p r e s s u r e  on t h e  Indones ian  government as I s l a m i c  na t iona l i sm 
has  s o l i d i f i e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  among t h e  80 p e r c e n t  Muslim cons t i t uency .  But a few weeks ago t h e  
count ry  swore i n  a new c a b i n e t ,  p l a c i n g  some C h r i s t i a n s  i n  high government ranks.  

--30-- 

Fewer Muslims Conver t ing ,  
Missions D i r e c t o r  Says 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
1 

By Mike C r e s u e l l  4 / i  3/88 

GREENSBORO, N.C.  IBP)- - IS~~IU'S  growing fundamentalism has  f u e l e d  inc reased  oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  gospe l  i n  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  a n  e x p e r t  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  t o l d  Southern  B a p t i s t  Fore ign  
Mission Board t r u s t e e s  A p r i l  13. And t h a t  growth i s  making a l r e a d y  s c a r c e  conversions t o  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  even h a r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  throughout  t h e  Middle E a s t  and Nor th  Af r i ca .  

A t t a i n i n g  more convers ions  w i l l  r e q u i r e ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  more m i s s i o n a r i e s  who a r e  
b e t t e r  t r a i n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  w i t n e s s i n g  t o  Muslims, s a i d  Dale Thorne, who d i r e c t s  Southern  
B a p t i s t  work i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  and Nor th  A f r i c a  from a base  i n  Cyprus. 

Conversions always are more d i f f i c u l t  among Muslims who l i v e  c l o s e r  t o  Is lam1 s t h r e e  h o l i e s t  
s i t e s ,  Mecca and Medina i n  Saudi  Arabia  and Je rusa l em,  Thorne s a i d .  I n  I s l a m l s  own back ya rd ,  
more t han  anywhere e l s e ,  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  gospe l  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  Muslim c u l t u r e .  

"A long-term, conf idence-bui ld ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Muslims i s  a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  i f  one 
hopes t o  win a Muslim t o  a personal  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  C h r i s t  as  h i s  S a v i o r  and Lord," Thorne 
s a i d .  "This  i s  a time-consuming, t a x i n g ,  f r u s t r a t i n g  and sometimes dangerous undertaking."  

But slow response  does no t  nega t e  Southern  B a p t i s t s '  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  w i tnes s  f o r  C h r i s t  i n  
" a l l  nat ions,11 inc lud ing  t h e  Arab world. "Nei ther  does  i t  excuse t h e  t r agedy  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a ,  
wi th  such a tremendous need,  h a s  a r e l a t i v e l y  sma l l  number of mi s s iona r i e s  ass igned ,"  he added. 

Thorne o u t l i n e d  f o r  board t r u s t e e s  some g e n e r a l  approaches i n  evangelism t h a t  B a p t i s t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a r e  fo l lowing  i n  t h e  a r e a  bu t  s a i d  he could n o t  g ive  s p e c i f i c s  of names and 
d e t a i l s  of c o n t a c t s  " f o r  f e a r  o f  p u t t i n g  people under unnecessary jeopardy.  But I am encouraged 
by t h e  numbers of  our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  who have sha red  w i t h  me how t h e  Lord has  opened new doors  of 
oppor tun i ty  f o r  them t o  w i tnes s  and d i s c i p l e . "  

Crisis c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Gaza have produced "new and e x c i t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  our  mi s s iona r i e s  
t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  a t ime of t e s t i n g , "  Thorne s a i d  bu t  no ted  growing I s l a m i c  fundamentalism 
has "reduced t h e  number w i l l i n g  t o  openly p r o f e s s  C h r i s t  t o  a very  smal l  minority.ll  

One ev idence  of Islam1 s growing ho ld  on Gaza i s  t h a t  t h e  number of I s l a m i c  mosques, o r  
p r aye r  houses,  now s t a n d s  a t  about  180, a n  a lmost  twofold i n c r e a s e  i n  r e c e n t  years .  

One of t h e  "pe rpe tua l  f r u s t r a t i o n s w  of working i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  t h e  extreme cau t ion  one must 
use  i n  ou t r each  e f f o r t s ,  because o f  p o s s i b l e  backlash  from Muslims, Thorne s a i d  i n  an i n t e rv i ew .  

Mis s iona r i e s  g e n e r a l l y  a r e  c a l l e d  " r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  because of  t he  negat ive  
response  c r e a t e d  by t h e  word "missionary." 

B a p t i s t s  have been i n  some areas of t h e  Middle E a s t  and North  Africa f o r  more than  75 y e a r s ;  
Southern  B a p t i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  have se rved  i n  some o f  t hose  c o u n t r i e s  as long  a s  65 yea r s .  
S t i l l ,  o n l y  41 B a p t i s t  churches a r e  sp read  throughout  t h e  reg ion .  I n  most c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
between 90 and 100 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  popu la t i on  i s  Muslim. Lower percentages  a r e  found i n  I s r a e l ,  
w i th  11 pe rcen t ;  Cyprus, 18 pe rcen t ;  and Lebanon, 60 p e r c e n t ,  Thorne s a i d .  

Most members of B a p t i s t  churches  i n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  come from among c u l t u r a l  C h r i s t i a n s ,  n o t  
Muslims, Thorne s a i d .  I n  many c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  l a b e l e d  nChr i s t i ann  on t h e  
bas i s  of t h e i r  pa ren t s*  r e l i g i o n ;  i n  t h i s  s ense ,  t h e  l a b e l  s ays  more about  c u l t u r e  than  about  a 
Person1 a r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  Christ. 

--more-- 
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"Living a s  a sma l l  mino r i t y  i n  t h e  mids t  of a l a r g e l y  h o s t i l e  (Muslim) ma jo r i t y  h a s  caused 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  of  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  t o  develop a s e l f - p r o t e c t i n g ,  de fens ive  out look  on l i f e , "  
Thorne s a i d .  " A s  a r e s u l t ,  t hey  have l o s t  t h e  miss ionary  mandate of  t h e  Grea t  Commission and a r e  
no t  g e n e r a l l y  engaged i n  an e f f o r t  t o  evangel ize  t h e  Muslim ma jo r i t y  which surrounds them. This  
i s  a l s o  s a d l y  t r u e  o f  so -ca l l ed  e v a n g e l i c a l  churches." 

Thorne c i t e d  one  a u t h o r i t y  on I s l am who s a i d  Arab b e l i e v e r s  f a i l  t o  evangel ize  Muslims 
mainly because o f  f e a r  o f  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e i r  w i tnes s ing  e f f o r t s  and because p re jud ice  toward 
Muslims has  developed *over  c e n t u r i e s  of mutual animosi ty."  

A "small bu t  growing numberw of  Arab C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e v e r s  have been wi tnes s ing  t o  Muslim 
ne ighbors ,  Thorne s a i d ,  b u t  a lmost  none o f  t h e  people won t o  C h r i s t  a r e  a c t i v e  members of B a p t i s t  
churches.  " H i s t o r i c a l  an imosi ty ,  l e g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  fami ly  and s o c i e t a l  
p r e s s u r e s ,  d i s t r u s t  and s u s p i c i o n  and e r r a n t  theology combine t o  form a po ten t  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
i n c l u s i o n  of  b e l i e v e r s  from I s l a m i c  backgrounds i n t o  e x i s t i n g  churches ," he s a i d .  

I n  r e c e n t  months, d i s c u s s i o n s  have been he ld  among miss ion  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  working i n  t h e s e  
n a t i o n s  t o  determine how a more ind igenous  f e l l owsh ip  o f  converted Muslims can be e s t a b l i s h e d .  

T r a d i t i o n a l  B a p t i s t  wi tness  i n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  has  inc luded  B a p t i s t  primary and high schoo l s  
i n  I s r a e l ,  Jordan and Lebanon, a nu r s ing  schoo l  i n  Gaza, pub l i sh ing  i n  Lebanon and r a d i o  
programming. However, new e f f o r t s  a r e  be ing  made t o  work wi th  n a t i o n a l  B a p t i s t s  on evangelism 
e f f o r t s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  r e g i o n ,  Thorne t o l d  Fore ign  Mission Board t r u s t e e s .  

Prayer  remains B a p t i s t s 1  most p o t e n t  weapon, he  s a i d .  A s p e c i a l  p r aye r  suppor t  team has 
been organized o f  Southern  B a p t i s t s  i n  America who a r e  committed t o  long-term, informed and 
i n t e n s i v e  p raye r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  ou t r each  i n  c o u n t r i e s  of  t h e  Middle E a s t  and Nor th  Af r i ca .  

"We have f o u r  groups ,  a t o t a l  o f  about  40 persons  s c a t t e r e d  c o a s t  t o  c o a s t ,  on c a l l  t o  
respond i n  s p e c i a l  c i rcumstances .  Some o f  them a r e  r e t i r e d  m i s s i o n a r i e s  who have served  i n  t h e  
a r e a .  These people a r e  g i v i n g  concen t r a t ed  p raye r  suppor t  a long  wi th  many o t h e r  Southern  
B a p t i s t s ,  from whom we s e e k  on going p raye r  suppor t  through t r a d i t i o n a l  channels , "  Thorne s a i d .  

--3o-- 

FMB E l e c t s  Compton 
Communications VP 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
4/13/88 

GREENSBORO, N.C. (BPI--Alan Compton, a ve t e r an  o f  mission media work who has l e d  media and 
r e sou rce  development worldwide f o r  the p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  was e l e c t e d  vice p r e s i d e n t  f o r  
communications and p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  by t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Fore ign  Mission Board a t  i t s  A p r i l  13 
meeting. 

I n  h i s  new p o s t ,  Compton w i l l  p rovide  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  boa rd ' s  communications and pub l i c  
r e l a t i o n s  o f f i c e ,  o f f e r  a communications pe r spec t ive  a s  a member of  its 11-member Global S t r a t e g y  
Group and r e p r e s e n t  t h e  board i n  communications and p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  m a t t e r s  t o  o t h e r  boards ,  
agenc i e s ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and groups.  

A n a t i v e  o f  Nor th  C a r o l i n a ,  Compton was media c o n s u l t a n t  f o r  L a t i n  America from 1966 t o  
1983, when he j o ined  t h e  b o a r d f s  home o f f i c e  s t a f f  a s  s e n i o r  media c o n s u l t a n t .  I n  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  
y e a r s  he has  worked w i t h  r e g i o n a l  media c o n s u l t a n t s  i n  des igning  and producing broadcas t  and 
audio-v isua l  products .  He has  consu l t ed  w i t h  media m i s s i o n a r i e s  as they  planned and developed 
media programs f o r  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  of  s e r v i c e .  And he developed a system by which mi s s iona r i e s  
have a c c e s s  t o  methods and s t r a t e g i e s  o t h e r  m i s s i o n a r i e s  have used s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  t h e i r  work. 

He and his wife ,  t h e  former J a n e  Lu the r  of  Ra le igh ,  N.C., were appoin ted  mi s s iona r i e s  t o  
C h i l e  i n  1960. He d i r e c t e d  t h e  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  work o f  Chi lean  B a p t i s t s  and was p a s t o r  of a 
church i n  San t i ago .  

When he became t h e  L a t i n  America media c o n s u l t a n t  i n  1966, he worked from a base  i n  Mexico 
C i t y  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  u s e  of r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  by Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking B a p t i s t s  i n  
South  America, C e n t r a l  America and t h e  Caribbean.  He a l s o  was a c o n s u l t a n t  and l i a i s o n  f o r  work 
done w i t h  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Radio and T e l e v i s i o n  Commission i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas, and a 
consultant t o  the  boa rd ' s  Baptist Spanish Pub l i sh ing  House i n  E l  Paso ,  Texas. 

--more-- 
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Cornpton, 58, was born i n  Ra le igh ,  N.C., and grew up t h e r e  and i n  Garner ,  N.C. He rece ived  
t h e  bachelor  of  ar ts  degree  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Nor th  Ca ro l ina  i n  Chapel Hill and t h e  master  
of  d i v i n i t y  degree  from Sou theas t e rn  B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Seminary i n  Wake F o r e s t ,  N.C. 

Before miss ionary  appointment ,  he was an announcer and producer f o r  s e v e r a l  r a d i o  and 
t e l e v i s i o n - s t a t i o n s  i n  Nor th  Ca ro l ina  and p a s t o r  of  Bethany Bapti ' s t  Church i n  BaskervPl le ,  Va. 

He and h i s  w i f e  have two a d u l t  sons .  
--3o-- 

(BPI photo mailed t o  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers by Richmond bureau o f  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

Care Givers  Explore  
Death And Dying I s s u e s  By T i m  F i e l d s  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
4/13/88 

NASHVILLE (BP)--Moral dilemmas and s p e c i a l  h e a l t h c a r e  problems r e l a t e d  t o  d e a t h  and dying 
were explored  by p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  a Southern  B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission c o n s u l t a t i o n .  

B a p t i s t  phys i c i ans ,  h o s p i t a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  u n i v e r s i t y  p r o f e s s o r s ,  l awyers ,  c l e r g y  and 
e t h i c i s t s  convened i n  N a s h v i l l e  i n  e a r l y  A p r i l .  

Richard McMillan, p r o f e s s o r  of  medical e t h i c s  a t  Mercer Medical School ,  s a i d  advances i n  
medical technology have caused phys i c i ans  and p a t i e n t s  t o  r econs ide r  moral i s s u e s  such a s  t he  
n a t u r e  of  ca re ;  t h e  e x t e n t  of p a t i e n t  and phys i c i an  autonomy; t h e  reasonable  limits of medical 
c a p a c i t y ,  such as how much c a r e  and f o r  how long;  and even t h e  meaning of  l i f e  and dea th .  

People now " f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  acknowledge problems which cannot  be so lved  -- i f  no t  
today ,  t hen  tomorrow. Death,  t h e r e f o r e ,  does  no t  r e p r e s e n t  an accep tab l e  o r  appea l ing  s o l u t i o n  
f o r  medical problems," McMillan s a i d .  

A s  medical technology expands and c o s t s  sky rocke t ,  every  competent p a t i e n t  must r e t a i n  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  judge what medical t rea tment  is i n  h i s  o r  h e r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t ,  he  added: llA growing 
number of p a t i e n t s  a r e  exp re s s ing  t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t r ea tmen t  f o r  them may be worse than  t h e  
d i s e a s e .  P a t i e n t s ,  p a t i e n t  s u r r o g a t e s  and an i n c r e a s i n g  number of phys i c i ans  a r e  exp re s s ing  t h e  
op in ion  t h a t  t h e r e  comes a po in t  a t  which t h e  e x e r c i s e  of  c a p a c i t y  i s  no t  simply p o i n t l e s s ,  i t  
has be come inhumane . 

"Medical c a p a c i t y  h a s  a t  once become a marvelous b l e s s i n g  and a ponderous moral i s s u e ,  a n d  
t h e  a n c i e n t  q u e s t i o n  -- Because we can ,  should we? -- has  taken on a t o t a l l y  new l e v e l  of e t h i c a l  
impera t ive .  Cons ider ing  t h e  a s t o n i s h i n g  medical  c a p a c i t y  today ,  t o  s a y  noth ing  of  tomorrow, do 
we r e a l l y  have a choice from any r ea sonab le  humane and l o v i n g  pe r spec t ive  i n  t h o s e  s i t u a t i o n s  
i nvo lv ing  profound human t r agedy  bu t  t o  a l low t h e  o p t i o n  t o  withdraw or  withhold t r ea tmen t  which 
is  powerless  t o  overcome t h e  i l l n e s s ? "  

B i l l  Mason, h o s p i t a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of  B a p t i s t  Medical Center  i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l a . ,  
d i s cus sed  t h e  e t h i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of a growing economic crisis i n  h e a l t h  care. 

The c u r r e n t  economic crisis i n  medicine i s  due t o  t h e  age and mental  a b i l i t y  o f  p a t i e n t s ,  
t h e  outbreak  of  t h e  AIDS d i s e a s e ,  new pharmaceut ica ls ,  new technology,  l i a b i l i t y  i n su rance  and a 
growing sho r t age  of n u r s e s ,  he s a i d .  

" I f  c o s t s  keep going  up,  we a r e  going  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  po in t  where we have t o  r a t i o n  h e a l t h  
ca re , "  Mason p red i c t ed .  Be c i t e d  i n c r e a s e s  i n  h e a l t h c a r e  c o s t s  which have grown from $12.7 
b i l l i o n  pe r  yea r  i n  1950, r e p r e s e n t i n g  4 . 4  pe rcen t  of t h e  Gross Nat iona l  Product ,  t o  $454.2 
b i l l i o n  i n  1986, r e p r e s e n t i n g  10.8 pe rcen t  of t h e  GNP. 

"We have a rea l  problem when we are now spending 11 pe rcen t  of our  GNP f o r  h e a l t h  care, and 
we are s t i l l  n o t  t h e  h e a l t h i e s t  n a t i o n  i n  t h e  wor ld ,  We are doing something wrong," he s a i d .  

P e o p l e l s  pe rcep t ion  t h a t  n o n p r o f i t  h o s p i t a l s  are g e t t i n g  r i c h  i s  i n c o r r e c t ,  he said,  n o t i n g ,  
" A s  i n f l a t i o n a r y  p r e s s u r e s  grow, p r o f i t  margins drop." 

He c i t e d  t h e  drop  i n  Medicare reimbursements as one major f a c t o r  i n  t h e  economic problems of 
h o s p i t a l s .  "For every  day a Medicare p a t i e n t  s t a y e d  i n  ou r  h o s p i t a l  l a s t  y e a r ,  we l o a t  $51." 

--more-- 
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Because o f  growing c o s t s ,  Mason s a i d ,  t h e  h o s p i t a l  had t o  c l o s e  a c h a r i t y  o b s t e t r i c s  c l i n i c  
t h a t  had provided p r e n a t a l  c a r e  and d e l i v e r y  f o r  400 t o  500 bab ie s  each yea r .  One o f  many moral 

dilemmas t h e  h o s p i t a l  ha s  f aced  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h a t  wh i l e  i t  d iscont inued  t h e  o b s t e t r i c s  c l i n i c ,  
i t  continued t o  g ive  a $2,200-per-dose h e a r t  drug t o  an 80-year-old woman, he s a i d ,  r e p o r t i n g  
one- th i rd  o f  a l l  Medicare money i s  spen t  du r ing  t h e  l a s t  month of  a p a t i e n t ' s  l i f e .  

Mason a l s o  c i t e d  t h e  growing A I D S  epidemic as  a s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h c a r e  system: 
"Our h o s p i t a l  t r e a t e d  about  80 t o  100 AIDS p a t i e n t s  l as t  yea r  at a c o s t  of approximately $100,000 
per p a t i e n t .  Very few of t h e s e  p a t i e n t s  have medical  i n su rance  because t hey  e i t h e r  l o s t  t h e i r  
jobs o r  were drug a d d i c t s  and had no jobs." 

B i l l  Brock,  d i r e c t o r  of p a s t o r a l  care s e r v i c e s  f o r  the J a c k s o n v i l l e  c e n t e r ,  s a i d  t h e  
h o s p i t a l l s  e t h i c s  committee has  been s u c c e s s f u l  i n  b r ing ing  t o g e t h e r  h e a l t h c a r e  g i v e r s ,  p a t i e n t s ,  
f a m i l i e s  and c l e r g y  t o  so lve  s e r i o u s  moral dilemmas r e l a t e d  t o  d e a t h  and dying. 

"The i n s t i t u t i o n  must work t o  keep t h e  d i g n i t y  of  each  person ,  i n c l u d i n g  p a t i e n t s ,  employees 
and f a m i l i e s , "  he s a i d .  

J e f f  Mobley, an a t t o r n e y  from N a s h v i l l e ,  Tenn., t o l d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h e  medical p ro fe s s ion  
a lone  has t r i e d  t o  d e a l  w i th  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of medical e t h i c s ,  b u t  t h e  law i s  st i l l  f a r  behind. 

The primary medical  i s s u e s  f o r  which t h e  law i s  concerned a r e  t h e  r i g h t  of s e l f  
de t e rmina t ion ,  t h e  r i g h t  of informed r e f u s a l ,  o r  c o n t r o l  over  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of  one ' s  own body; 
and t h e  r i g h t  of  p r ivacy ,  he s a i d .  

"One of  t h e  moral dilemmas of t h e  law i s  what we do about p a t i e n t s  who a r e  incompetent t o  
make dec i s ions  f o r  themselves ," he noted .  

One c r i t i c a l  area where t h e  law i s  d e f i c i e n t  i s  i n  s t a t u t e s  such  as those  r e l a t e d  t o  
comatose o r  brain-dead p a t i e n t s  t h a t  a l low r e s p i r a t i o n  t o  be removed from t h e  p a t i e n t  bu t  r e q u i r e  
t h a t  food and wa te r  cont inue  t o  be g iven ,  Mobley added. 

L i s t o n  Mills, p r o f e s s o r  of  p a s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y  a t  Vande rb i l t  D i v i n i t y  School i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  
s a i d  he i s  impressed t h a t  people are beginning t o  t a k e  s e r i o u s l y  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  dea th  and 
dying. 

"We can l ook  a t  t h e s e  problems a b s t r a c t l y  and d e a l  wi th  them, b u t  i n  real l i f e  t h e y  never  
are as n e a t  a s  we a r e  a b l e  t o  make them," he caut ioned .  "Care of persons  i s  a t  i t s  c o r e  a  moral 
category.  Care o f  dying persons i s  a care t h a t  should i nc lude  a l l  of l i f e .  

"The Judeo-Chr is t ian  t r a d i t i o n  has  a way of  p u t t i n g  d e a t h  i n  i t s  p l ace .  When we have t h e  
i l l u s i o n  t h a t  we can c o n t r o l  d e a t h ,  i t  then  becomes something we f ea r . "  

One o f  t h e  compl ica t ions  people now f a c e  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  d e a t h  i s  due t o  a change i n  
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  d e a t h ,  he s a i d :  "People used t o  d i e  a t  home, b u t  now about  80 pe rcen t  of a l l  
people d i e  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  It i s  hard  t o  have a  pe r sona l  dea th  when you a r e  among s t r ange r s . "  

Another problem i s  t h a t  h o s p i t a l  s t a f r  members r e c e i v e  t h e i r  rewards i n  dea l ing  w i t h  
d i f f i c u l t  c a s e s  and i n  p r a c t i c i n g  h e r o i c  medicine.  "Hosp i t a l s  p r e f e r  h e a l t h  and l i f e ,  no t  dea th  
and dying. Tha t t  s why we have hospices, t1 he expla ined .  

"Modern medical  care means c u r e  o r  r e l i e f  from p a i n  and s u f f e r i n g ,  when i n  r e a l i t y  some of 
t he  most meaningful exper iences  i n  l i f e  come dur ing  times of pa in  and s u f f e r i n g . "  

Fami l i e s  of p a t i e n t s  and c l e r g y  need more room i n  h o s p i t a l s ,  he s a id :  "There must be a 
change i n  ou r  d e f i n i t i o n  of  h e a l t h  care. Clergy o f t e n  al low themselves t o  be i n t i m i d a t e d  by 
doc to r s .  Doctors  need p a s t o r a l  care and a t t e n t i v e n e s s  l i k e  anyone else." 

I n  o r d e r  t o  improve c a r e  g i v i n g ,  people  need t o  have a p o s i t i o n  on e t h i c a l  i s s u e s  and a 
fundamental aquain tance  wi th  t h e  issues, he added: l i n a l l y ,  n u r s e s ,  d o c t o r s ,  family members and 
c l e r g y  who g ive  care need t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  when we are through,  eve ry th ing  we d i d  f o r  t h e  pat!.mIL 
may have been wrong. Our l i v e s  are s u s t a i n e d  by g r a c e ,  even when we don ' t  be l i eve  it." 

--30-- 
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1 s t  Missionary Made 
To Leave Indones ia  

JAKARTA, Indones ia  (BPI--The f i r s t  i n  a s t r i n g  o f  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  expected t o  
be r equ i r ed  t o  l e a v e  Indones ia  because o f  new v i s a  r e s t r i c t i o n s  f l ew  t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  i n  e a r l y  
Apr i l .  She w i l l  work t h e r e  f o r  about  a  month whi le  cons ide r ing  op t ions  f o r  f u t u r e  assignment .  

Dor i s  B l a t t n e r ,  54, from S t .  Louis ,  l e f t  I ndones i a  a f t e r  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y  s e c t i o n  of 
t h e  coun t ry ' s  Re l ig ion  Department would n o t  supply  a  l e t t e r  necessary  f o r  he r  t o - l i v e  t h e r e .  

Because of t h e  government p o l i c y ,  about  ha l f  of Southern  B a p t i s t s 1  f o r c e  of  some 95 
mis s iona r i e s  may have t o  l eave  t h e  count ry  du r ing  t h e  nex t  year .  A s  with o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  whose a b i l i t y  t o  s t a y  h inges  on annual approval  through t h e  coun t ry ' s  Re l ig ion  
Department, B l a t t n e r  was n o t i f i e d  more t han  a yea r  ago t h a t  s h e  would be denied v i s a  approval  t h e  
next  time she  app l i ed .  

Meanwhile, t h e  government has i n d i c a t e d  i t  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  v i s a  ex t ens ions  f o r  fou r  
t h e o l o g i c a l  educa to r s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  These m i s s i o n a r i e s  a r e  i n  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  be 
taken  over  i n  a  few y e a r s  by Indones ian  B a p t i s t s  now s tudy ing  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

Many m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  t o l d  they w i l l  be denied v i s a  renewals  du r ing  t h e  next  couple of months, 
have begun apply ing  t o  immigrat ion o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e i r  a r e a s  f o r  three-month temporary ex t ens ions .  
The family of  Gerald P inks ton ,  an English-language p a s t o r  i n  J a k a r t a  from Level land ,  Texas, 
rece ived  such an  e x t e n s i o n  and was al lowed t o  s t a y  p a s t  a Feb. 24 v i s a  e x p i r a t i o n  u n t i l  scheduled 
fur lough i n  May. 

F o r  s e v e r a l  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  a n  e x t r a  t h r e e  months would a f f o r d  time t o  pack, wind down t h e i r  
work and a t t e n d  t h e  mission1 s annual  meeting t h i s  summer. But l o c a l  immigrat ion o f f  i c e s  can deny 
such a r e q u e s t  i f  they  choose,  as they d i d  wi th  B l a t t n e r .  

Mis s iona r i e s  a r e  d e a l i n g  wi th  v i s a  d e n i a l s  on an i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s .  For example, t h e  
chairman of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  Southern  B a p t i s t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  Indones ia  has a p p l i e d  through 
t h e  l a b o r  m i n i s t r y  f o r  a  new v i s a  as an  o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Fore ign  
Mission Board. Others  have cons idered  becoming c i t i z e n s  o f  Indones ia .  

Indonesian B a p t i s t s  a r e  j u s t  p a s t  t h e  midpoint  of a  campaign t o  s t a r t  500 new churches by 
1990. Without Southern  B a p t i s t s ,  m i s s i o n a r i e s  s ay  t h e  we l l - e s t ab l i shed  Indones ian  B a p t i s t  
convention should be a b l e  t o  main ta in  e x i s t i n g  churches and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  But by r e q u i r i n g  t h e  
m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  l e a v e ,  t h e  government's new p o l i c y  would hamper B a p t i s t  ou t r each  and new-church 
growth. 

Mis s iona r i e s  f i r s t  heard  o f  t h e  government p o l i c y  l a s t  yea r  when s p e c i a l  n o t a t i o n s  appeared 
on o f f i c i a l  l e t t e r s  of c l ea rance  r e q u i r e d  from t h e  R e l i g i o n  Department a s  p a r t  of the  v isa-  
approval  process .  The n o t e  t o l d  m i s s i o n a r i e s  wi th  more t han  10 y e a r s  of exper ience  t h a t  t h e  
Re l ig ion  Department would g r a n t  no f u t u r e  l e t t e r s  of c l ea rance .  The n o t e  has n o t  appeared on 

. v i s a s  f o r  h e a l t h c a r e  workers  o r  t h e  one a g r i c u l t u r i s t  a s s igned  t o  Indones ia .  T h e i r  v i s a s  a r e  
processed through o t h e r  channels .  

The l a t e s t  two l e t t e r s  of approval  r ece ived  by m i s s i o n a r i e s  d i d  n o t  i nc lude  t h e  n o t e ,  
a l though t h e  body of t h e  l e t t e r  con ta ined  t h e  phrase ,  "for one yea r  only." Missionary E l a i n e  
Meador, wife of miss ion  Chairman Clyde Meador of Albuquerque, N.M., s e e s  t h e  absence of a s p e c i a l  
n o t a t i o n  as a s i g n  of hope: " I ' ve  been encouraged i n  the  l a s t  few weeks. The p raye r s  of people 

a r e  a t  work, and t h i n g s  have been changing some." 
--more-- 
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The Meadors and t h e i r  two daughters  moved t o  Indones i a  i n  1975, j u s t  months a f t e r  t hey  were 

appointed c a r e e r  mi s s iona r i e s .  BefoFe he became mis s ion  chairman, he worked a s  a church 
developer  and theology t eache r .  I 

Muslims have e x e r t e d  a growing p r e s s u r e  on  t h e  Indones ian  government a s  I s l a m i c  na t iona l i sm 
has  s o l i d i f i e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  among the 80 p e r c e n t  Muslim constituei-rcy. 'But' a few weeksLago*the 
count ry  swore I n  a new c a b i n e t ,  p l a c i n g  some C h r i s t i a n s  i n  high government ranks.  

Fewer Muslims Conver t ing ,  
Missions D i r e c t o r  Says By Mike Creswel l  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
4/13/88 I 

GREENSBORO, N.C. (BPI--Islam's growing fundamentalism has  fue l ed  inc reased  oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  gospe l  i n  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  an  e x p e r t  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  t o l d  Southern  B a p t i s t  Fore ign  
Mission Board t r u s t e e s  A p r i l  13. And t h a t  growth i s  making a l r e a d y  s c a r c e  conversions t o  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  even h a r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  throughout  t h e  Middle E a s t  and Nor th  Africa.  I 

A t t a i n i n g  more convers ions  w i l l  r e q u i r e ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  more m i s s i o n a r i e s  who a r e  
b e t t e r  t r a i n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  w i t n e s s i n g  t o  Muslims, s a i d  Dale Thorne, who d i r e c t s  Southern  
B a p t i s t  work i n  t h e  Middle E a s t  and Nor th  Af r i ca  from a base  i n  Cyprus. 

Conversions always a r e  more d i f f i c u l t  among Muslims who l i v e  c l o s e r  t o  I s l a m ' s  t h r e e  h o l i e s t  
s i t e s ,  Mecca and Medina i n  Saudi  Arabia  and Jerusa lem,  Thorne s a i d .  I n  Islam's own back ya rd ,  
more t han  anywhere e l s e ,  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  gospe l  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  Muslim c u l t u r e .  I 

*A  long-term, conf idence-bui ld ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Muslims i s  a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  i f  one 
hopes t o  win a Muslim t o  a pe r sona l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  C h r i s t  a s  h i s  S a v i o r  and Lord,ll Thorne 
s a i d .  "This  i s  a time-consuming , t a x i n g ,  f r u s t r a t i n g  and sometimes dangerous undertaking.  l1 I 

But slow response  does no t  nega t e  Southern  B a p t i s t s '  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  w i tnes s  f o r  C h r i s t  i n  
"all .  natiotls, '* i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Arab world.  "Nei ther  does  i t  excuse t h e  t r agedy  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a ,  
w i th  such a tremendous need,  ha s  a r e l a t i v e l y  sma l l  number of mi s s iona r i e s  assigned," he added. I 

Thorne o u t l i n e d  f o r  board t r u s t e e s  some g e n e r a l  approaches i n  evangel ism t h a t  B a p t i s t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a r e  fo l lowing  i n  t h e  a r e a  b u t  s a i d  he could n o t  g ive  s p e c i f i c s  of names and 
d e t a i l s  of c o n t a c t s  " f o r  f e a r  of p u t t i n g  people under unnecessary jeopardy.  But I am encouraged 
by t h e  numbers of our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  Who have sha red  w i t h  me how t h e  Lord has  opened new doors  of 
oppor tun i ty  f o r  them t o  w i t n e s s  and d i s c i p l e . "  I 

Crisis c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Gaza have produced "new and e x c i t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  our  mi s s iona r i e s  
t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  a t ime of t e s t i n g , "  Thorne s a i d  but  no ted  growing I s l a m i c  fundamentalism 
has "reduced t h e  number w i l l i n g  t o  openly  p r o f e s s  C h r i s t  t o  a very  smal l  rninority.lt I 

One evidence of Islam's growing ho ld  on Gaza i s  t h a t  t h e  number of I s l a m i c  mosques, o r  
prayer  houses ,  now s t a n d s  a t  about  180, an  a lmost  twofold i n c r e a s e  i n  r e c e n t  yea r s .  

One o f  t h e  "pe rpe tua l  f r u s t r a t i o n s n  of  working i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  the  extreme cau t ion  one must 
use  i n  ou t r each  e f f o r t s ,  because o f  p o s s i b l e  backlash  from Muslims, Thorne s a i d  i n  an i n t e rv i ew .  

Mis s iona r i e s  g e n e r a l l y  a r e  c a l l e d  " r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  because of t he  nega t ive  
response  c r e a t e d  by t h e  word "miss ionary  ," 

B a p t i s t s  have been i n  some areas of  t h e  Middle E a s t  and North  A f r i c a  f o r  more t han  75 yea r s ;  
Southern  B a p t i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  have se rved  i n  some o f  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  as long  as 65 yea r s .  
S t i l l ,  o n l y  41 B a p t i s t  churches a r e  sp read  throughout  t h e  r eg ion .  I n  most c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
between 90 and 100 p e r c e n t  of t h e  popu la t i on  Is Muslim. Lower percentages  a r e  found i n  I s r a e l ,  
w i th  11 pe rcen t ;  Cyprus, 18 pe rcen t ;  and Lebanon, 60 p e r c e n t ,  Thorne s a i d .  

Most members of B a p t i s t  churches  i n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  come from among c u l t u r a l  C h r i s t i a n s ,  n o t  
Muslims, Thorne s a i d .  I n  many c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  r eg ion ,  r e s i d e n t s  are l a b e l e d  "Chr i s t i ann  on t h e  
basis of t h e i r  pa ren t s '  r e l i g i o n ;  i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  l a b e l  s ays  more about  c u l t u r e  t han  about  a 
person1 s r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  C h r i s t .  I 
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"Living as a small minor i t y  i n  *he mids t  of a l a r g e l y  h o s t i l e  (Muslim) ma jo r i t y  has  caused 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  t o  develop a s e l f - p r o t e c t i n g ,  de fens ive  out look  on l i f e , "  
Thorne s a i d .  "As a r e s u l t ,  t hey  have l o s t  t h e  miss ionary  mandate of  t h e  Grea t  Commission and a r e  
no t  g e n e r a l l y  engaged i n  an e f f o r t  t o  evange l i ze  t h e  Muslim ma jo r i t y  which sur rounds  them. T h i s  
i s  a l s o  s a d l y  t r u e  of  so-ca l led  e v a n g e l i c a l  churches." I 

Thorne c i t e d  one  a u t h o r i t y  on I s l am who s a i d  Arab b e l i e v e r s  f a i l  t o  evangel ize  Muslims 
mainly because o f  f e a r  of r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e i r  w i tnes s ing  e f f o r t s  and because p re jud ice  toward 
Muslims has  developed "over c e n t u r i e s  of  mutual anlmosi  ty." 

A "small  bu t  growing numbern of Arab C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e v e r s  have been wi tnes s ing  t o  Muslim 
ne ighbors ,  Thorne s a i d ,  b u t  a lmost  none o f  t h e  people won t o  C h r i s t  a r e  a c t i v e  members of  B a p t i s k  
churches.  " H i s t o r i c a l  an imosi ty ,  l e g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  fami ly  and s o c i e t a l  
p r e s s u r e s ,  d i s t r u s t  and s u s p i c i o n  and e r r a n t  theology combine t o  form a po ten t  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
i n c l u s i o n  of b e l i e v e r s  from I s l a m i c  backgrounds i n t o  e x i s t i n g  churches,t1 he s a i d .  I 

In r e c e n t  months, d i s c u s s i o n s  have been he ld  among miss ion  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  working i n  t h e s e  
n a t i o n s  t o  de te rmine  how a more ind igenous  f e l l owsh ip  o f  converted Muslims can be e s t a b l i s h e d .  I 

T r a d i t i o n a l  B a p t i s t  w i tnes s  i n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  has  inc luded  B a p t i s t  primary and h igh  schoo l s  
i n  I s r a e l ,  Jordan  and Lebanon, a n u r s i n g  schoo l  i n  Gaza, pub l i sh ing  i n  Lebanon and r a d i o  
programming. However, new e f f o r t s  a r e  be ing  made t o  work w i t h  n a t i o n a l  B a p t i s t s  on evange l i~ rn  
e f f o r t s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  r e g i o n ,  Thorne t o l d  Fore ign  Mission Board t r u s t e e s .  I 

Prayer  remains B a p t i s t s T  most p o t e n t  weapon, he  s a i d .  A s p e c i a l  p r aye r  suppor t  team has  
been organized  o f  Southern  B a p t i s t s  i n  America who a r e  committed t o  long-term, informed and 
i n t e n s i v e  p raye r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  ou t r each  i n  c o u n t r i e s  of t h e  Middle E a s t  and Nor th  Af r i ca .  

"We have f o u r  g roups ,  a t o t a l  o f  about  40 pe r sons  s c a t t e r e d  c o a s t  t o  c o a s t ,  on c a l l  t o  
respond i n  s p e c i a l  c i rcumstances .  Some o f  them a r e  r e t i r e d  m i s s i o n a r i e s  who have served  i n  t h e  
a r ea .  These people a r e  g i v i n g  concen t r a t ed  p raye r  s u p p o r t  a long  w i t h  many o t h e r  Southern  
B a p t i s t s ,  from whom we s e e k  on going  p raye r  suppor t  through t r a d i t i o n a l  channels , "  Thorne s a i d .  

--3o-- 

FMB E l e c t s  Compton 
Communications VP 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
4/13/88 

GREENSBORO, N.C. (BPI--Alan Compton, a ve t e r an  o f  miss ion  media work who has  l e d  media and 
resource  development worldwide f o r  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  was e l e c t e d  v i ce  p r e s i d e n t  f o r  
communications and p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  by t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Fore ign  Mission Board a t  i t s  A p r i l  13 
meeting. I 

I n  h i s  new p o s t ,  Compton w i l l  p rovide  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  board ' s  communications and p u b l i c  
r e l a t i o n s  o f f i c e ,  o f f e r  a communications p e r s p e c t i v e  as a member of its 11-member Global S t r a t e g y  
Group and r e p r e s e n t  t h e  board i n  communications and p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  m a t t e r s  t o  o t h e r  boards ,  
agenc i e s ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and groups.  I 

A n a t i v e  o f  Nor th  C a r o l i n a ,  Compton was media c o n s u l t a n t  f o r  L a t i n  America from 1966 t o  
1983, when he j o ined  t h e  board1 s home o f f i c e  s t a f f  a s  s e n i o r  media consu l t an t .  I n  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  
y e a r s  he h a s  worked w i t h  r e g i o n a l  media c o n s u l t a n t s  i n  des igning  and producing b roadcas t  and 
audio-v isua l  products .  He has consu l t ed  w i t h  media m i s s i o n a r i e s  a s  they  planned and developed 
media programs f o r  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  o f  s e r v i c e .  And he developed a system by which mi s s iona r i e s  
have a c c e s s  t o  methods and s t r a t e g i e s  o t h e r  m i s s i o n a r i e s  have used s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  t h e i r  work. 

He and h i s  wife, t h e  former J a n e  Lu the r  of Ra le igh ,  N.C., were appoin ted  m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  
C h i l e  i n  1960. H e  d i r e c t e d  t h e  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  work of Chi lean  B a p t i s t s  and was p a s t o r  of a  
church i n  San t i ago .  I 

When he became t h e  L a t i n  America media c o n s u l t a n t  i n  1966, he worked from a base  i n  Mexico 
C i t y  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  u s e  of radio and t e l e v i s i o n  by Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking B a p t i s t s  i n  
South  America, C e n t r a l  America and  t h e  Caribbean.  He a l s o  was a c o n s u l t a n t  and l i a i s o n  f o r  work 
done w i t h  t h e  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  Radio and T e l e v i s i o n  Commission i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas, and a 
c o n s u l t a n t  t o  t h e  board ' s  B a p t i s t  Span i sh  Pub l i sh ing  House i n  E l  Paso, Texas. I 
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Compton, 58, was born i n  R a l e i g h r  N.C.: and grew up t h e r e  and i n  Garner ,  N . C .  He rece ived  
t h e  bachelor  of a r t s  degree  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Nor th  Ca ro l ina  i n  Chapel H i l l  and t h e  master  
of d i v i n i t y  degree  from Sou theas t e rn  B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Seminary i n  Wake F o r e s t ,  N .C .  

Before  miss ionary  appointment ,  he was an announcer and producer f o r  s e v e r a l  r a d i o  and 
t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  i n  Nor th  C a r o l i n a  and p a s t o r  of Bethany B a p t i s t  Church i n  ~ a s k e r v l l l e ' ,  Va. 

He and h i s  w i f e  have two a d u l t  sons .  
--3o-- 

(BPI photo mailed t o  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers by Richmond bureau o f  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

Care Givers  Explore  
Death And Dying I s s u e s  By Tim F i e l d s  

B a p t i s t  Press 
4/13/88 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Moral dilemmas and s p e c i a l  h e a l t h c a r e  problems r e l a t e d  t o  dea th  and dying 
were explored  by p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  a  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission c o n s u l t a t i o n .  

B a p t i s t  phys i c i ans ,  h o s p i t a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  u n i v e r s i t y  p r o f e s s o r s ,  l awyers ,  c l e r g y  and 
e t h i c i s t s  convened i n  N a s h v i l l e  i n  e a r l y  A p r i l .  

Richard McMillan, p r o f e s s o r  of  medical e t h i c s  a t  Mercer Medical School ,  s a i d  advances i n  
medical technology have caused phys i c i ans  and p a t i e n t s  t o  r econs ide r  moral i s s u e s  such a s  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  ca re ;  t he  e x t e n t  of p a t i e n t  and phys ic ian  autonomy; t he  reasonable  limits of medical 
c a p a c i t y ,  such a s  how much c a r e  and f o r  how long;  and even t h e  meaning of l i f e  and dea th .  

People now " r i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  acknowledge problems which cannot  be so lved  -- if not  
today,  t hen  tomorrow. Death,  t h e r e f o r e ,  does  not r e p r e s e n t  an accep tab l e  o r  appea l ing  s o l u t i o n  
f o r  medical  problem^,^ McMillan s a i d .  

As medical technology expands and c o s t s  sky rocke t ,  every  competent p a t i e n t  must r e t a i n  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  judge what medical  t r ea tmen t  i s  i n  h i s  o r  h e r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t ,  he added: llA growing 
number of p a t i e n t s  a r e  exp re s s ing  t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t r ea tmen t  f o r  them may be worse t han  t h e  
d i sease .  P a t i e n t s ,  p a t i e n t  s u r r o g a t e s  a n d  an  i n c r e a s i n g  number of phys ic ians  a r e  exp re s s ing  t h e  
opin ion  t h a t  t h e r e  comes a po in t  a t  which t h e  e x e r c i s e  of capac i ty  i s  no t  simply p o i n t l e s s ,  i t  
has become inhumane. 

"Medical c a p a c i t y  h a s  a t  once become a marvelous b l e s s i n g  and a ponderous moral i s s u e ,  and 
t h e  a n c i e n t  q u e s t i o n  -- Because we can ,  should  we? -- has taken on a t o t a l l y  new l e v e l  of e t h i c a l  
impera t ive .  Cons ider ing  t h e  a s t o n i s h i n g  medical  c a p a c i t y  today ,  t o  s a y  noth ing  of tomorrow, do 
we r e a l l y  have a choice  from any r ea sonab le  humane and l o v i n g  pe r spec t ive  i n  t h o s e  s i t u a t i o n s  
involv ing  profound human t r agedy  b u t  t o  al low t h e  o p t i o n  t o  withdraw o r  withhold t r ea tmen t  which 
is  powerless  t o  overcome t h e  i l l n e s s ? "  

8111 Mason, h o s p i t a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of  B a p t i s t  Medical Center  i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l a . ,  
d i s cus sed  t h e  e t h i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of a  growing economic c r i s i s  i n  h e a l t h  c a r e .  

The c u r r e n t  economic c r i s i s  i n  medicine is  due t o  t h e  age and mental  a b i l i t y  of p a t i e n t s ,  
t h e  outbreak  o f  t h e  AIDS d i s e a s e ,  new pharmaceut ica ls ,  new technology,  l i a b i l i t y  i n su rance  and a 
growing sho r t age  of  n u r s e s ,  he s a i d .  

"If c o s t s  keep go ing  up ,  we a r e  going  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  po in t  where we have t o  r a t i o n  h e a l t h  
ca re , "  Mason p red i c t ed .  He c i t e d  i n c r e a s e s  i n  h e a l t h c a r e  c o s t s  which have grown from $12.7 
b i l l i o n  p e r  yea r  i n  1950, r e p r e s e n t i n g  4.4 pe rcen t  of t h e  Gross Na t iona l  Product ,  t o  $454.2 
b i l l i o n  i n  1986, r e p r e s e n t i n g  10.8 p e r c e n t  of t he  GNP. 

"We have a  r e a l  problem when we a r e  now spending 11 pe rcen t  of our  GNP f o r  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  and 
we a r e  s t i l l  no t  t h e  h e a l t h i e s t  n a t i o n  i n  t h e  world. We a r e  doing something wrong," he said.  

Peop le ' s  pe rcep t ion  that n o n p r o f i t  h o s p i t a l s  a r e  g e t t i n g  r i c h  i s  i n c o r r e c t ,  he s a i d ,  n o t i n g ,  
" A s  i n f l a t i o n a r y  p r e s s u r e s  grow, p r o f i t  margins drop." 

He c i t e d  t h e  drop i n  Medicare reimbursements as one major factor i n  t h e  economic problems of 
h o s p i t a l s .  "For every  day a Medicare p a t i e n t  s t ayed  i n  o u r  h o s p i t a l  l a s t  y e a r ,  we l o s t  $51 .n 

--more-- 
, I 
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Because of growing c o s t s ,  Mason S a i d ,  t(he h o s p i t a l  had t o  c l o s e  a c h a r i t y  o b s t e t r i c s  c l i n i c  
t h a t  had provided p r e n a t a l  care and d e l i v e r y  f o r  400 t o  500 bab ie s  each year .  One o f  many moral 

dilemmas the  h o s p i t a l  has  f aced  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h a t  wh i l e  i t  d iscont inued  t h e  o b s t e t r i c s  c l i n i c ,  
i t  continued t o  g i v e  a  $2,200-per-dose h e a r t  drug t o  an 80-year-old woman, he s a i d ,  r e p o r t i n g  
one- th i rd  o f  a l l  Medicare money i s  spen t  du r ing  t h e  l a s t  month of  a  p a t i e n t f  s l i f e .  

Mason a l s o  c i t e d  t h e  growing A I D S  epidemic a s  a s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h c a r e  system: 
"Our h o s p i t a l  t r e a t e d  about  80 t o  100 AIDS p a t i e n t s  l a s t  yea r  a t  a cost of approximately $100,000 
pe r  p a t i e n t .  Very few of t h e s e  p a t i e n t s  have medical  i n su rance  because t h e y  e i t h e r  l o s t  t h e i r  
jobs o r  were drug a d d i c t s  and had no jobs." 

B i l l  Brock,  d i r e c t o r  of  p a s t o r a l  c a r e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  J a c k s o n v i l l e  c e n t e r ,  s a i d  t h e  
h o s p i t a l ' s  e t h i c s  committee has  been s u c c ~ s s f u l  i n  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  h e a l t h c a r e  g i v e r s ,  p a t i e n t s ,  
f a m i l i e s  and c l e r g y  t o  so lve  s e r i o u s  moral dilemmas r e l a t e d  t o  d e a t h  and dying. 

'The i n s t i t u t i o n  must work t o  keep ' the  d i g n i t y  o f  each person ,  i n c l u d i n g  p a t i e n t s ,  employees 
and f a m i l i e s , "  he s a i d .  

J e f f  Mobley, an a t t o r n e y  from N a s h v i l l e ,  Tenn., told p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h e  medical  p r o f e s s i o n  
a lone  has  t r i e d  t o  d e a l  w i th  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of  medical e t h i c s ,  b u t  t h e  law i s  s t i l l  f a r  behind. 

The primary medica l  i s s u e s  f o r  which t h e  law i s  concerned are t h e  r i g h t  of s e l f  
de t e rmina t ion ,  t h e  r i g h t  o f  informed r e f u s a l ,  o r  c o n t r o l  over  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  one ' s  own body; 
and t h e  r i g h t  of p r i v a c y ,  he s a i d .  

"One of t h e  moral dilemmas of t h e  law is what we do about  p a t i e n t s  who a r e  incompetent t o  
make d e c i s i o n s  f o r  themselves ," he noted .  

One c r i t i c a l  a r e a  where t h e  law i s  d e f i c i e n t  i s  i n  s t a t u t e s  such  as those  r e l a t e d  t o  
comatose or brain-dead p a t i e n t s  t h a t  allow r e s p i r a t i o n  t o  be removed from t h e  p a t i e n t  b u t  r e q u i r e  
t h a t  food and water cont inue  t o  be g i v e n ,  Mobley added. 

L i s ton  Mills, p r o f e s s o r  of p a s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y  a t  Vanderb i l  t D i v i n i t y  School i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  
s a i d  he i s  impressed t h a t  people a re  beginning t o  t a k e  s e r i o u s l y  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  dea th  and 
dying. 

"We can look  a t  t h e s e  problems a b s t r a c t l y  and d e a l  w i th  them, b u t  i n  r e a l  l i f e  t h e y  never  
are a s  n e a t  a s  we a r e  a b l e  t o  make them," he caut ioned .  "Care of persons i s  a t  i t s  c o r e  a moral 
Category. Care of  dying persons i s  a c a r e  t h a t  should i n c l u d e  a l l  of l i f e .  

"The Judeo-Chr is t ian  t r a d i t i o n  has a way of p u t t i n g  d e a t h  i n  i t s  p l ace .  When we have t h e  
i l l u s i o n  t h a t  we can c o n t r o l  d e a t h ,  i t  t h e n  becomes something we fear . "  

One of t h e  compl ica t ions  people now f a c e  i n  d e a l i n g  wi th  d e a t h  i s  due t o  a  change i n  
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  d e a t h ,  he s a i d :  "People used t o  d i e  a t  home, b u t  now about  80 pe rcen t  of a l l  
people d i e  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  It i s  hard  t o  have a pe r sona l  d e a t h  when you a r e  among s t r a n g e r s . "  

Another problem i s  t h a t  h o s p i t a l  s t a f f  members r e c e i v e  t h e i r  rewards i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
d i f f i c u l t  c a s e s  and i n  p r a c t i c i n g  h e r o i c  medicine.  "Hosp i t a l s  p r e f e r  h e a l t h  and l i f e ,  n o t  dea th  
and dying. That '  s why we have hospices ,"  he expla ined .  

"Modern medical  care means c u r e  or  r e l i e f  from p a i n  and s u f f e r i n g ,  when i n  r e a l i t y  some of  
t he  most meaningful expe r i ences  i n  l i f e  come du r ing  times of pa in  and suf fer ing ."  

Fami l i e s  of p a t i e n t s  and c l e r g y  need more room i n  h o s p i t a l s ,  he s a i d :  "There must be a  
change i n  ou r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  ca re .  Clergy  o f t e n  a l low themselves t o  be i n t i m i d a t e d  by 
doc to r s .  Doctors  need p a s t o r a l  care and a t t e n t i v e n e s s  l i k e  anyone e lse  ." 

I n  o r d e r  t o  improve care g i v i n g ,  people  need t o  have a p o s i t i o n  on e t h i c a l  i s s u e s  and a 
fundamental aquain tance  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e s ,  he added: " F i n a l l y ,  n u r s e s ,  d o c t o r s ,  family members and 
c l e r g y  who g ive  care need t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  when w e  a re  through,  eve ry th ing  we d i d  f o r  t h e  p a t i e n t  
may have been wrong. Our l i v e s  are s u s t a i n e d  by g r a c e ,  even when we don ' t  b e l i e v e  it." 
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