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March 25, 1988 

Gaza B a p t i s t  Personnel :  
'White Knuckles Time1 

I 

By Mike Creswel l  

CAZA (BPI--Southern B a p t i s t  personnel  i n  Gaza have been unharmed du r ing  t h r e e  months of 
v io l ence ,  bu t  s a y  i t  has been a  "white  knuckles  timet1 of  t ens ion .  

The P a l e s t i n i a n  u p r i s i n g  has  ranged from rock-throwing mobs and s t r i k e s  t o  armed combat, 
l e a v i n g  more t han  100 dead ,  hundreds i n j u r e d  and thousands imprisoned. Curfews and t i g h t  
s e c u r i t y  measures have been i n  e f f e c t  f o r  weeks. C o n f l i c t  has cen t e red  i n  t h e  occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s  of Gaza and t h e  West Bank, b u t  a l s o  has a f f e c t e d  Jerusalem and o t h e r  p a r t s  of 
I s r a e l .  

Southern B a p t i s t  personnel  i n  Gaza have avoided l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  s o  f a r ,  bu t  must 
r e s t r i c t  t h e i r  movements i n  p u b l i c  du r ing  curfews and more t rouble-prone days,  r e p o r t s  Dona 
F i t z g e r a l d  of  Waco, Texas, chairman f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  Southern  B a p t i s t  personnel  i n  Gaza. 
Condi t ions  a r e  s a f e r  t han  one would i n f e r  from news r e p o r t s ,  s h e  s a i d .  

Workers ass igned  t o  Gaza inc lude  19 c a r e e r  workers  wi th  19 c h i l d r e n ,  p l u s  a journeyman and 
fou r  vo lun tee r s .  Fo r ty - th ree  c a r e e r  workers ,  two journeymen and seven vo lun tee r s  s e rve  i n  
I s r a e l  , where o v e r a l l  cond i t i ons  have been more peacefu l  . 

Ray R e g i s t e r  of C h a r l o t t e ,  N.C. ,  Southern  B a p t i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s e rv ing  i n  t h e  Nazareth 
a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n  I s r a e l ,  r e p o r t e d  cond i t i ons  t h e r e  a r e  normal. But workers have had t o  
c u r t a i l  a c t i v i t i e s  and use  c a u t i o n  i n  West Bank a r e a  c o n t a c t s .  

In Gaza, "We're s t i l l  having some days of t o t a l  s t r i k e  when t h e  workers do not  g e t  out  of 
t h e i r  houses. We j u s t  k ind  00 watch t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and go out  when i t ' s  s a f e .  When i t ' s  not  s a f e  
o r  when they1 r e  having a  t o t a l  s t r i k e ,  we s t a y  i n , "  F i t z g e r a l d  s a i d .  

C la s se s  cont inue  most days a t  t h e  School of A l l i e d  Hea l th  Sc iences  f o r  nurses1 t r a i n i n g  i n  
Gaza, where s e v e r a l  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  work. During more u n s e t t l e d  t imes ,  many of 
t h e  60 s t u d e n t s  have been s t a y i n g  on  campus. That  has  meant more t ime f o r  Southern B a p t i s t  
workers t o  t a l k  w i th  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  which has  been very  p o s i t i v e ,  F i t z g e r a l d  s a i d .  

"We probably have t h e  b e s t  oppor tun i ty  and t h e  b e s t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  we have had wi th  them 
i n  some t ime,  because t hey  r e a l i z e  t h a t  we r e a l l y  do c a r e  f o r  them. The f a c t  t h a t  we s t a y  t h e r e  
even when t h e r e  a r e  problems makes them r e a l i z e  t h a t  we do have a concern f o r  them," she  s a i d .  
S tudent  c o n t a c t s  t h e s e  days ,  s h e  s a i d ,  " a r e  more p r o f i t a b l e  now t han  they 've  eve r  been." 

Such r e s u l t s  have encouraged Southern  B a p t i s t  workers i n  Gaza d e s p i t e  t e n s i o n  over  gene ra l  
cond i t i ons .  "We feel very  f o r t u n a t e  t o  s t i l l  be i n  Gaza. We have p l ans  made i n  ca se  cond i t i ons  
should change, b u t  we don1 t have any immediate p l ans  of l e a v i n g  a t  a l l , "  F i t z g e r a l d  s a i d .  

"We've been t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  our  f r i e n d s  and ou r  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  t h e  (Foreign Mission)  Board has 
g iven  us  f u l l  backing t o  l e a v e  i f  i t ' s  necessary ,  bu t  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  l e a v e  i s  ours .  If 
t h i n g s  g e t  t o o  bad, we can l eave .  But with t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  no need to." 

Worship s e r v f c e s  and B i b l e  s t u d i e s  s e v e r a l  t imes a  week have continued most days a t  t h e  
single B a p t i s t  church i n  Gaza, a t t e n d e d  by 60-70 members. The Center  of Cu l tu re  and L i g h t ,  a 
l i b r a r y  and r ead ing  room i n  Gaza, h a s  been c lo sed  f o r  s e v e r a l  months because s t o r e s  and o t h e r  
bus ines se s  i n  t h e  a r e a  are closed. 
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Overseas phone s e r v i c e  t o  and from Gaza has been e l imina t ed ,  bu t  ca l l s  between Gaza and 
Israel s t i l l  a r e  p o s s i b l e .  A message r e l a y  system has  been devised  f o r  r e l a t i v e s  and o t h e r s  
needing t o  con tac t  t h e  Gaza personnel .  Though many s t o r e s  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  have been c lo sed ,  
food and f u e l  remain a v a i l a b l e .  

"The o v e r a l l  mood i s  s t i l l  very  pos i t ive l1  among t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  workers, s a i d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a r r i e t  Lawrence, o f  Birmingham, Ala.,  who serves i n  Gaza. "There1 s a 'hang i n  
t he re1  a t t i t u d e  and a r e a l  commitment t o  s tay ing ."  

Workers have been l e a v i n g  Gaza and v i s i t i n g  B a p t i s t  V i l l a g e  t o  g e t  away from t h e  s t r e s s f u l  
cond i t i ons  f o r  s h o r t  pe r iods .  The v i l l a g e  i s  a Southern  Bap t i s t -ope ra t ed  farm and conference 
c e n t e r  a t  Pe t ah  Tiqva ,  about  60 miles n o r t h  of  Gaza. 

Dennis and N i t a  Murray, Southern  B a p t i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from E l  Dorado, Ark., based a t  
Ashkelon, have been d r i v i n g  t o  Gaza once a week du r ing  March f o r  a B i b l e  s tudy  wi th  t h e  Gaza 
personnel .  Mrs. Murray r e p o r t e d  having n o  problems e n t e r i n g  o r  l e a v i n g  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  through a 
border  checkpoint .  S t i l l ,  s h e  s a i d ,  "It's a t e n s e  s i t u a t i o n .  You can f e e l  t h e  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  
c i t y  and wi th  t h e  people." 

Lawrence s a i d  s e v e r a l  workers who were i n  Lebanon e a r l i e r  had sha red  sugges t ions  on coping 
wi th  t h e  h i g h - s t r e s s  times, based on t h e i r  exper iences .  Lawrence, mother of  two c h i l d r e n  ages 6 

+ 
and 8 ,  s a i d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  seem t o  f a r e  well as long  as  they  sense  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  a r e  coping w e l l .  
I t  has been d i f f i c u l t  f o r  some c h i l d r e n  t o  ma in t a in  normal school  s chedu le s ,  she  s a i d .  

Volunteer  Martha Holeman o f  Minden, La., h a s  been l e a d i n g  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  i n  school  s t u d i e s ;  
h e r  husband, J o e ,  i s  a maintenance worker a t  t h e  nu r s ing  school .  

Evangel i s m ,  Stewardship 
J o i n  Forces  A t  Seminar 

--3o-- 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Marv Knox 3/25/88 

RIDGECREST, N.C.  (BP)--Evangelism and s tewardship  s t a n d  t o g e t h e r  as twin mandates f o r  
C h r i s t i a n s ,  speake r s  a t  Southern  B a p t i s t s f  f i r s t  n a t i o n a l  Witnessing-Giving L i f e  s e n i n a r  
proclaimed. 

Committed C h r i s t i a n s  must d e d i c a t e  themselves t o  t e l l i n g  o t h e r s  about  J e s u s  C h r i s t  and 
d e d i c a t e  t h e i r  r e sou rces  t o  C h r i s t '  s causes ,  seminar  l e a d e r s  s t r e s s e d .  About 500 m i n i s t e r s  
a t t ended  t h e  meeting a t  R idgec re s t  (N.C. )  B a p t i s t  Conference Cen te r  March 21-24. 

Witnessing-Giving L i f e ,  a Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  Convention emphasis f o r  1991-1995, w i l l  be t h e  
middle phase of  Planned Growth i n  Giv ing ,  a 15-year SBC s t e w a r d s h i p / s p i r i t u a l  growth campaign 
t a r g e t e d  t o  climax a t  t h e  dawn o f  t h e  nex t  cen tu ry .  

The R idgec re s t  seminar  and a s i m i l a r  meeting t o  be he ld  a t  G l o r i e t a  (N.M.) B a p t i s t  
Conference Center  i n  mid-April ,  were designed " t o  examine b i b l i c a l  t r u t h s  bea r ing  on t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  r o l e  i n  t h e  w i tnes s ing -g iv ing  l i f e ;  t o  d i s cove r  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  
wi tness ing-g iv ing  l i f e  i n  today1 s world,"  s a i d  C e c i l  Ray, n a t i o n a l  coo rd ina to r  of Planned Growth 
i n  Giving. 

Witnessing-Giving L i f e r s  unique r o l e  i n  Southern  B a p t i s t  l i f e  i s  i t s  dual  emphasis,  Ray 
s a i d .  Witnessing speaks  t o  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t i c  mandate, that every  C h r i s t i a n  should  work t o  lead 
o t h e r s  t o  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t .  Giving a d d r e s s e s  t h e  s tewardship  impera t ive ,  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  are 
managers of  God's r e sou rces  and should  u t i l i z e  t h e i r  possess ions  t o  f u r t h e r  h i s  work. 

The R idgec re s t  seminar  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h a t  theme, Ray noted: "We l e a r n e d  t h a t  what we 
depar tmenta l ize  through o u r  Southern  B a p t i s t  programs can be two s i d e s  of t h e  same commitment. 
Witnessing and g i v i n g  both come o u t  of t h e  kingdom cause. 

"We r e a l l y  have a deep c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  when a person  makes a commitment t o  C h r i s t ' s  r u l e ,  
i t ' s  no t  an o p t i o n  t o  e i t h e r  be a w i t n e s s  and not a s teward  o r  t o  be a s teward  and n o t  a wi tnes s .  
You cannot  be a  C h r i s t - l i k e  person  and n o t  want t o  g i v e  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  i n  your hands and s h a r e  h i s  
s t o r y  t h a t ' s  i n  your heart. Both are e s s e n t i a l s . "  

--more-- 
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That theme echoed throughout  t h e  seminar .  Eleven B i b l e  s t u d i e s  sounded v a r i a t i o n s :  

-- "By combining wi tnes s ing  and g i v i n g ,  we would have t h e  r e sou rces  t o  c a r r y  a n  e f f e c t i v e  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  gospe l  t o  everyone everywhere i n  ou r  world," s a i d  William M. Pinson ,  
execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  B a p t i s t  General  Convention o f  Texas,  who i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  seminar  theme. 

"No l o n g e r  would w e  be hampered by inadequate  and i n e f f e c t i v e  w i tnes se s  and by l a c k  o f  
resources ,"  P inson  s a i d .  "We could combine witness-by-doing wi th  witness-by-speaking f o r  t h e  
most e f f e c t i v e  k ind  o f  evangelism. I n  s h o r t ,  we could  be obedient  t o  t h e  Grea t  Commission and 
change ou r  world.11 

-- The Bib le1  s pe r spec t ive  o f  w i tnes s ing  o r  evangelism " involves  be ing ,  do ing  and t e l l i n g  
t h e  good news of God1 s government ," s a i d  Delos Mi l e s ,  p r o f e s s o r  of  evangelism a t  Sou theas t e rn  
B a p t i s t  Theo log ica l  Seminary i n  Wake F o r e s t ,  N .C .  

"We d a r e  n o t  i n  our  k ind  o f  con tex t  major on t e l l i n g  t h e  gospe l ,  minor on doing i t  o r  make 
an e l e c t i v e  o u t  of  be ing  good news. Nor should  we r e v e r s e  t h e  order , l l  he s a i d .  "Our w i tnes s ing  
con tex t  r e q u i r e s  a  proper  ba lance  among ho ly  l i v i n g ,  good works and uo rds  f i t l y  spoken.lt 

-- C h r i s t i a n s  nman i f e s t  t h a t  we a r e  t h e  people o f  God when we g i v e  ou r se lves  t o  him. The 
a c t  of f a i t h  i s  t h e  response  of g i v i n g  ou r  wayward s e l v e s  back t o  God who c r e a t e d  us , "  s a i d  
Morr i s  Ashc ra f t ,  dean o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  and p r o f e s s o r  o f  theology a t  Sou theas t e rn  Seninary .  

Ashcraf t  no ted  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  C h r i s t i a n  g i v i n g ,  s t r e s s i n g  C h r i s t i a n s 1  g i f t s  can 
f u r t h e r  God1 s kingdom, meet many o f  t h e  world1 s needs,  provide and r e v e r s e  '!the ravages  of 
greed .  lt 

-- God's l o v i n g  n a t u r e  p rov ides  t h e  sou rce  of  l ove  from which C h r i s t i a n s  g ive  and w i t n e s s ,  
expla ined  James Leo G a r r e t t  Jr.,  p r o f e s s o r  of h i s t o r i c a l  theology a t  Southwestern B a p t i s t  
Theologica l  Seminary i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas. 

"The i n i t i a t i v e  i n  l o v i n g  comes from God, f o r  God h imsel f  is indeed love, l t  he s a i d .  "God, 
whose l o v i n g  and g i v i n g  n a t u r e  has  been found t o  be b a s i c  t o  t h e  b i b l i c a l  r e v e l a t i o n ,  a l s o  
evokes,  expec t s  and s u s t a i n s  a  l o v i n g  and g i v i n g  response  from those  who b e l i e v e  i n ,  worship and 
se rve  him. l1 

-- J e s u s ,  who i s  Lord o f  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s ,  p rov ides  t h e  model f o r  how t h o s e  C h r i s t i a n s  should 
a c t ,  s a i d  Malcolm T o l b e r t ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  New Testament a t  Sou theas t e rn  Seminary. 

llOne o f  t h e  most r a d i c a l  n o t i o n s  of t h e  New Testament i s  t h e  paradox t h a t  J e s u s ,  t h e  Lord 
of a l l ,  i s  s e r v a n t  of  a l l , "  he s a i d .  "The s e r v i c e  o f  God i s  expressed ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s o l e l y  i n  
s e r v i c e  t o  o t h e r s  .ll 

-- The Holy S p i r i t  g i v e s  C h r i s t i a n s  t h e  power necessary  f o r  w i tnes s ing  and g i v i n g  i n  t oday ' s  
world,  added John P.  Newport, p r o v o s t  a t  Southwestern Seminary. "When you become a C h r i s t i a n ,  
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  l i v e s  w i t h i n  you. . . . We a r e  t o  l i v e  by t h e  s p i r i t ' s  guidance and s t r eng th . "  

The Holy S p i r i t  a l s o  encourages C h r i s t i a n s  t o  be t h e  g i v e r s  t hey  should be and s t r eng thens  
and t eaches  them t o  w i t n e s s  f o r  C h r i s t  a s  they ought ,  he s a i d ,  

-- Commitment i s  v i t a l  f o r  a s u c c e s s f u l  wi tness ing-g iv ing  l i f e s t y l e ,  i n s i s t e d  Ray P. Rust ,  
execu t ive  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  South  Ca ro l ina  B a p t i s t  Convention: llJesus solemnly reminds 
his fo l l ower s  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  p r o t e s t a t i o n s  of r i gh t eousnes s  a r e  wor th l e s s ,  even 
i n i q u i t o u s ,  a p a r t  from a commitment which i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  does t h e  
w i l l  o f  God t h e  F a t h e r .  

"Ul t imate ly ,  making one ' s  w i l l  submissive t o  t h e  F a t h e r ' s  w i l l  i s  going t o  be o f  supreme 
importance ." 

-- C h r i s t i a n s  a l s o  need t o  grow i n  t h e i r  commitment, s a i d  J.W. MacGorman, p r o f e s s o r  of New 
Testament a t  Southwes tern  Seminary. Keys t o  growth are B i b l e  s t u d y  and p raye r ,  congrega t iona l  
worship and m i n i s t r y  o r  s e r v i c e ,  h e  s a i d ,  u rg ing  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  d i s c i p l i n e s .  
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But he caut ioned  a g a i n s t  p r i d e  i n  growth,  n o t i n g ,  "No one must regard  s p i r i t u a l  growth a s  a  
personal  achievement ,  n o r  must any carnalize the  gifts of the S p i r i t  by r ega rd ing  them as merit 
badges f o r  t h e  s p i r i t u a l l y  e l i te ."  

-- C o l l e c t i v e l y  as t h e  church ,  C h r i s t i a n s  a l s o  have r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  s a i d  E a r l  Kel ly ,  
execut ive  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  B a p t i s t  Convention. And i n  t h e  church,  a s  i n  
t h e  l i f e  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  C h r i s t i a n ,  w i tnes s ing  and s t ewardsh ip  are v i t a l  , he s a i d :  llEvangelism 
and g i v i n g  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e  i f  t h e  church is t o  succeed i n  producing mutual d i s c i p l e s .  The church 
has  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t e a c h  b e l i e v e r s  t h a t  t h e i r  g i v i n g  i s  a form of witnessing."  

-- I n d i v i d u a l l y ,  each  C h r i s t i a n  i s  a p r i e s t  b e f o r e  Cod, s a i d  Bob R .  Agee, p r e s i d e n t  of 
Oklahoma B a p t i s t  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Shawnee: T h e  f a c t  of  t h e  m a t t e r  i s  t h a t  as C h r i s t i a n s ,  we a r e  
p r i e s t s .  Our p r i e s thood  i n v o l v e s  who and what we a r e  i n  C h r i s t ,  n o t  j u s t  what we a r e  o b l i g a t e d  
t o  do. 

''What we do as b e l i e v e r s  f l ows  o u t  of who and what we have become through God1 s amazing 
g race  and through h i s  redemptive a c t i v i t y  i n  ou r  l ives . l l  

-- Praye r  i s  t h e  element  t h a t  focuses  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  and e n e r g i z e s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of  
C h r i s t i a n s ,  s a i d  Mine t t e  Drumwright, d i r e c t o r  of  i n t e r c e s s o r y  p raye r  s t r a t e g y  f o r  t h e  SBC Foreign 
Mission Board. l lB ib l i ca l  p r aye r  changes ou r  p e r s p e c t i v e  s o  t h a t  we begin t o  t h i n k  God's thoughts  
a f t e r  him,'' she s a i d .  ' 'Prayer i s  b a s i c a l l y  and foremost  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  e x i s t s  a t  all times 
between a person and God . lv  

Drurnwright c a l l e d  p raye r  on b e h a l f  of  o t h e r s  " t h e  most c r u c i a l  and powerful work we can do 
i n  t h e  wi tness ing-g iv ing  l i f e . "  She noted:  "Indeed,  i t  i s  prayer  t h a t  r e l e a s e s  h i s  (God's) power 
i n t o  l i v e s ,  s i t u a t i o n s  and n a t i o n s .  He has  no o t h e r  plan.'' 

R e f l e c t i n g  on t h e  B i b l e  s t u d i e s ,  Ray s a i d  S c r i p t u r e  spoke t o  seminar  p a r t i c i p a n t s :  "We 
enjoyed a r e f r e s h e d  d i scove ry  of t h e  power of  t h e  s t u d y  of  t he  Word o f  God. Not only  d i d  we 
s tudy  how t h e  S c r i p t u r e  mandates t h e  wi tness ing-g iv ing  way of  l i f e ,  we exper ienced  i t .  The power 
of t h e  S c r i p t u r e  came through." 

S9C Can Change World, 
Pinson T e l l s  M i n i s t e r s  By Marv Knox 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
3/25/88 

RIDGECREST, N.C. (SF')--Southern B a p t i s t s  can change t h e  world i f  they  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e i r  
e f f o r t s  behind t e l l i n g  people about  C h r i s t  and d e d i c a t i n g  t h e i r  r e sou rces  t o  him, William M .  
Pinson t o l d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  convent ion ' s  f i r s t  Witnessing-Giving L i f e  seminar. 

Pinson,  execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  B a p t i s t  General  Convention o f  Texas ,  p resented  t h e  theme 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  seminar ,  h e l d  March 21-24 a t  R idgec re s t  ( N . C . )  B a p t i s t  Conference Center .  
Witnessing-Giving L i f e ,  a Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention emphasis f o r  1991-1995, w i l l  be t h e  middle 
phase o f  Planned Growth i n  Giv ing ,  a  15-year s t e w a r d s h i p / s p i r i t u a l  growth campaign t h a t  will 
climax i n  t h e  y e a r  2000. 

Southern B a p t i s t s  d e s p e r a t e l y  need t o  combine w i t n e s s i n g  w i t h  g iv ing ,  P inson  s t r e s s e d .  
Evangelism -- t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  nwi tness ingl l  o r  t e l l i n g  people about  J e s u s  C h r i s t  -- must be wed t o  
s tewardship  -- t h e  way B a p t i s t s  manage t h e  r e s o u r c e s  God has g iven  them. 

"By combining w i t n e s s i n g  and g i v i n g ,  we would have t h e  r e sou rces  t o  c a r r y  an  e f f e c t i v e  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  gospe l  t o  everyone everywhere i n  o u r  world,ll he p red i c t ed .  "No longe r  would 
we be hampered by inadequa te  and i n e f f e c t i v e  w i t n e s s e s  and by l a c k  o f  resources .  

"We could combine witness-by-doing wi th  witness-by-speaking f o r  t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  k ind  of  
evangelism. I n  s h o r t ,  we could  be obed ien t  t o  t h e  Great Commission and change ou r  world.ll 

Pinson ske tched  t h e  meaning and b a s i s  f o r  a C h r i s t i a n  l i f e s t y l e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by wi tnes s ing  
and g iv ing .  He a l s o  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  such a l i f e s t y l e  i f  i t  were adopted by Southern  
B a p t i s t s .  

--more-- 
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"It i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  d o e s  n o t  have a  d e f i n i t i o n  a s  s u c h  f o r  t h e  w i t n e s s i n g - g i v i n g  
l i f e , "  he a d m i t t e d  b u t  n o t e d  S c r i p t u r e s  do p r o v i d e  "meaning f o r  t h e  concep t  bo th  by example and 
command . l1 

Examples f i r s t  f low from t h e  " n a t u r e  and a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  t r i u n e  God -- F a t h e r ,  Son and Holy 
S p i r i t I n  P i n s o n  s a i d .  God t h e  F a t h e r  i s  t h e  " g r e a t  g i v e r w  who prov ided  c r e a t i o n ,  l i f e  and o t h e r  
g i f t s ;  J e s u s  gave I t the  u l t i m a t e  g i f t  o f  a l l ,  h i s  l i f e r 1  and a l s o  s p e n t  h i s  l i f e  w i t n e s s i n g ;  t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  "is God's  g i f t  t o  u s  t o  g u i d e  us t o  t r u t h ,  t o  comfort  u s  and t o  empower usn  and a l s o  
e n a b l e s  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  l i v e  t h e  w i t n e s s i n g - g i v i n g  l i f e .  

Another  example i s  o f  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  C h r i s t i a n  d i s c i p l e s ,  h e  s a i d ,  c i t i n g  '* the  c l o s e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  g e n e r o u s  s h a r i n g  o f  m a t e r i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  and e f f e c t i v e  
wi tnesslng. l l  

The command t o  l i v e  a  l i f e  o f  w i t n e s s i n g  and  g i v i n g  i s  t a k e n  from t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t ' s  
s a c r i f i c i a l  sys tem,  J e s u s 1  t e a c h i n g s  and t h e  p r e a c h i n g  and t e a c h i n g  of J e s u s t  a p o s t l e s ,  h e  s a i d .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  P i n s o n  s a i d :  "The B i b l e  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  i s  t h e  pr imary b a s i s  
f o r  t h e  w i t n e s s i n g - g i v i n g  l i f e .  The B i b l e  l i n k s  b o t h  f a i t h  and works w i t h  s a l v a t i o n .  We a r e  
saved  by g r a c e  th rough  f a i t h  t o  works.  

"Apart from b e i n g  s a v e d ,  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  a p e r s o n  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
w i t n e s s i n g - g i v i n g  l i f e .  . . . W i t n e s s i n g  and g i v i n g  a r e  b o t h  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  and t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  
t o  a  dynamic C h r i s t i a n  l i f e . "  

The e f f e c t s  of  s u c h  a  l i f e  w i l l  have e f f e c t s  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  
Convent ion and t h e  w o r l d ,  h e  s a i d .  

"The w i t n e s s i n g - g i v i n g  l i f e  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  enhance i n d i v i d u a l s I w  he s a i d .  "The more 
c o n s i s t e n t  t h e  w i t n e s s i n g  and  t h e  more g e n e r o u s  t h e  g i v i n g ,  t h e  more mature  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  
and t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  joy." 

Churches a l s o  f a l l  u n d e r  t h e  w i t n e s s i n g - g i v i n g  mandate ,  h e  s a i d :  "The p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  
w i t n e s s i n g - g i v i n g  l i f e  a p p l y  t o  c h u r c h e s  as  well a s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Churches  which are t r u e  t o  
t h e  B i b l e  a r e  f a i t h f u l ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e  Lord  i n  b o t h  word and deed and a r e  generous  
g i v e r s  t o  meet needs  beyond themse lves .  I n s t e a d  o f  spending  most on themse lves ,  t h e y  endeavor  t o  
g i v e  much t o  o t h e r s  i n  need." 

The SBC needs  t o  f o c u s  on w i t n e s s i n g  and  g i v i n g  as w e l l ,  h e  added: "By f o c u s i n g  on 
w i t n e s s i n g ,  we can e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p r i o r i t y  of  evangel ism.  The main t h i n g  i s  t o  keep t h e  main 
t h i n g  t h e  main t h i n g ,  and  t h e  main t h i n g  i s  t o  l o v i n g l y  s h a r e  t h e  good news o f  C h r i s t  w i t h  l o s t  
p e o p l e  everywhere.  

"The emphas i s  on g i v i n g  s h o u l d  e n a b l e  u s  t o  have a v a i l a b l e  more r e s o u r c e s  f o r  evange l i sm,  
m i s s i o n s ,  e d u c a t i o n  and benevolence ,  The g o s p e l  i s  f r e e ,  b u t  t h e  d e l i v e r y  sys tem i s  expens ive .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i f  e v e r y  C h r i s t i a n  would g i v e  o f  s e l f  and r e s o u r c e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  God's p l a n ,  we 
would have a l l  t h a t  we need  t o  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  ( C h r i s t ' s )  miss ion."  

And t h e  world n e e d s  t h e  impac t  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  who a p p l y  a w i t n e s s i n g - g i v i n g  l i f e s t y l e ,  h e  
s a i d :  llOne r e s u l t  of i n c r e a s e d  w i t n e s s e s  w i l l  be  i n c r e a s e d  numbers of p e r s o n s  coming t o  
s a l v a t i o n  t h r o u g h  f a i t h  i n  Jesus C h r i s t .  .. . We are l i t e r a l l y  h e l p i n g  t o  choose what k i n d  o f  
world  w e  and o u r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  l i v e  i n  by how e f f e c t i v e l y  we implement t h e  w i t n e s s i n g  l i f e .  

"The g i v i n g  l i f e  w i l l  a l s o  ... a f f e c t  t h e  wor ld  i n  which we l i v e .  P e r s o n s  who g i v e  
l i b e r a l l y  s e r v e  n o t i c e  t h a t  m a t e r i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  are not of u l t i m a t e  importance.  . . . The added 
r e s o u r c e s  f o r  ministry would e n a b l e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  c h u r c h e s  and denomina t iona l  e n t i t i e s  t o  a f f e c t  
o u r  wor ld  f o r  good.ll 

--3 0-- 



3/25/88 Page 6 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

C h r i s t i a n s  O f  China 
Seek Place  I n  S o c i e t y  By Er i ch  Br idges  P cf14 

BELJING,  China (BP)--Beijing C h r i s t i a n  Church o f f e r s  two forms of baptism and s e r v e s  
communion f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  ways. 

Pas t o r  Kan Xueqing s m i l e s  when asked i f  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  t r a d i t i o n s  c l a s h .  

"During t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion ,  when t h e  Gang of  Four  was i n  c o n t r o l ,  we had a very ,  very 
d i f f i c u l t  t ime,"  Kan r e f l e c t s .  " In  t h o s e  days we d i d  n o t  know what t h e  nex t  day would b r ing ,  W e  
didnt  t even know what t h e  next  10 minutes  would b r ing .  The only  t h i n g  a C h r i s t i a n  could do was 
t u r n  t o  God i n  prayer .  So  when t h e  f i r s t  church reopened a f t e r  t h i s ,  nobody asked what 
denomination i t  was. A l l  we thought  was, 'My church h a s  reopened. I ' m  go ing  t o  worship God,'" 

Allowed t o  worship p u b l i c l y  s i n c e  1979, t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church,  l i k e  Chinese s o c i e t y ,  i s  i n  
t r a n s i t i o n .  T r a n s i t i o n  from t h e  guidance of t h e  ag ing  f a i t h f u l ,  conver ted  du r ing  t h e  miss ionary  
e r a ,  t o  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  of  a  new gene ra t ion .  T r a n s i t i o n  from denominationalism t o  union. 
T r a n s i t i o n  from t h e  s e v e r e  r e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t  t o  i n c r e a s i n g  r e l i g i o u s  freedom. 

I n s i d e  t h e  more t han  4,000 P r o t e s t a n t  churches (and t e n s  of thousands of home worship 
meetings)  now f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  China,  former B a p t i s t s  worship bes ide  former Methodis t s ,  

. P r e s b y t e r i a n s  and Anglicans.  

Many Chinese C h r i s t i a n s  don ' t  l i k e  t o  t a l k  about  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  of 1966-76. The 
memories b r i n g  pa in .  But t h e  s u b j e c t  i n e v i t a b l y  comes up i n  any s e r i o u s  d i s cus s ion  o f  t he  
church ' s  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y .  The g r e a t e s t  n a t i o n a l  t r agedy  o f  t h e  postwar gene ra t ion ,  t h e  per iod  saw 
r a d i c a l  l e f t i s t s  s e i z e  v i r t u a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  A r e i g n  of  t e r r o r  and near-anarchy followed 
du r ing  which t h e  so -ca l l ed  Red Guards a lmost  des t royed  Chinese s o c i e t y .  

M i l l i o n s  s u f f e r e d .  Many d i ed .  I n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  a r t i s t s ,  whole c l a s s e s  of people were 
abused. Among them were r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e v e r s .  The Red Guards saw t h e  f i n a l  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  
r e l i g i o u s  l lsupers  t i t i o n t l  a s  one o f  t h e i r  miss ions .  They c lo sed  and ransacked churches ,  
humi l ia ted  b e l i e v e r s ,  burned B i b l e s .  

But t h e  church o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  was no t  des t royed .  I n s t e a d  i t  took r o o t  i n  Chinese s o i l .  
M i l l i o n s  of  new b e l i e v e r s  -- no one knows j u s t  how many -- embraced C h r i s t i a n i t y  even a t  t h e  
h e i g h t  of pe r secu t ion .  

Purged by s u f f e r i n g ,  C h r i s t i a n s  have bloomed s i n c e  churches were reopened. They a l s o  have 
won t h e  grudging r e s p e c t  of t h e i r  enemies and t h e  admi ra t ion  o f  much o f  Chinese s o c i e t y .  
Example: t h e  China C h r i s t i a n  Council  r e p o r t s  a t  l e a s t  7,700 C h r i s t i a n s  have been honored a s  
model workers by t h e i r  work u n i t s .  

But dur ing  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  C h r i s t i a n s  l o s t  t h e  chance t o  p repa re  a whole gene ra t ion  
of p o t e n t i a l  l e a d e r s .  Churches, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  coun t rys ide ,  l a c k  t r a i n e d  pas to r s .  Even i n  
the  c i t i e s ,  most seminary-educated p a s t o r s  a r e  p a s t  r e t i r e m e n t  age.  

A t  B e i j i n g  C h r i s t i a n  Church, Kan Xueqing s a y s  h i s  g r e a t e s t  need i s  someone t o  " take  p a r t  of 
my burden, t ake  up t h e  task."  A t  65, he i s  the youngest  member of a p a s t o r a l  s t a f f  t o i l i n g  t o  
meet t h e  needs of more t h a n  1,000 b e l i e v e r s .  

Widespread b i b l i c a l  ignorance i n  t h e  churches  i s  ano the r  r e s u l t  of t h e  da rk  yea r s .  With few 
t e a c h e r s  and more t h a n  600 s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  11 P r o t e s t a n t  s emina r i e s  now func t ion ing  i n  China 
s t r u g g l e  t o  f i l l  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  vacuum. "We don ' t  have t ime t o  do g radua te  work o r  research ,"  
s a y s  Qi Tingduo, t h e  75-year-old v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  seminary i n  Be i j i ng .  "We're t r y i n g  t o  
t r a i n  workers and g e t  them i n t o  t h e  field as soon as poss ib le . "  

Meanwhile, t h e  China C h r i s t i a n  Counci l  works a t  n a t i o n a l  and l o c a l  l e v e l s  t o  encourage 
churches through p a s t o r a l  work, C h r i s t i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  and B i b l e  pub l i ca t i on .  S ince  1980, t h e  
counc i l  has  p r i n t e d  more t han  3.2 m i l l i o n  B i b l e s  i n  China. 

--more-- 
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An a d d i t i o n a l  n a t i o n a l  i n i t i a t i v e  i nvo lv ing  C h r i s t i a n s  i s  t h e  3-year-old Amity Foundation,  
designed t o  j o i n  C h r i s t i a n s  w i th  o t h e r  Chinese -- and people o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  from abroad -- i n  
s e r v i c e  t o  China. The foundat ion  has  sponsored more t han  50 f o r e i g n  language t e a c h e r s  a t  36 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The t e a c h e r s  have come from nine  c o u n t r i e s  and 14 d i f f e r e n t  
church- re la ted  a g e n c i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Southern  B a p t i s t s 1  Cooperat ive S e r v i c e s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  

Another major Amity p r o j e c t :  t h e  new Amity P r i n t i n g  P r e s s ,  which opened i n  December near  
Nanjing. I t  i s  p r i n t i n g  B i b l e s ,  C h r i s t i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  of s e r v i c e  t o  Chinese 
s o c i e t y .  Amity a l s o  o p e r a t e s  a n u t r i t i o n  t r a i n i n g  p r o j e c t  and h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a c h i l d r e n ' s  
h o s p i t a l  and a c h i l d r e n ' s  mental h e a l t h  c e n t e r .  

The Three-Self P a t r i o t i c  Movement ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  Chinese churchf  s i d e a l s  of s e l f - c o n t r o l ,  
s e l f - suppor t ,  s e l f -p ropaga t ion )  r e p r e s e n t s  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  dea l ings  wi th  t h e  government a t  a l l  
l e v e l s .  Because of  i ts  d r i v e  t o  o rgan ize ,  u n i f y  and r e g i s t e r  churches ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f t e n  i s  
accused by some c r i t i c s  of doing t h e  o p p o s i t e  -- of  r e p r e s e n t i n g  government i n t e r e s t s .  

Shanghai p a s t o r  S h i  Q i g u i ,  who was persecuted  du r ing  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion ,  s t r o n g l y  
den ie s  t he  charge.  "We a r e  n o t  a  department  of  t h e  government,ff s ays  S h i .  "We are n o t  a  
department of t h e  Communist P a r t y .  We a r e  C h r i s t i a n s !  We a r e  t h e  

S t i l l ,  many C h r i s t i a n s  do n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  more t han  4,000 nopen" churches.  Some s u f f e r e d  s o  
much i n  t h e  p a s t  t hey  con t inue  t o  f e a r  p u b l i c  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a s  C h r i s t i a n s .  Some d i s t r u s t  
government motives i n  a l lowing  churches  t o  reopen,  o r  remain s u s p i c i o u s  of t h e  Three-Self 
P a t r i o t i c  Movement. 

Others  s imply p r e f e r  t h e  f e l l owsh ip  and atmosphere o f  home worship. Many b e l i e v e r s  became 
C h r i s t i a n s  when t h e r e  was no "open" church t o  a t t e n d .  Others  s t i l l  do n o t  l i v e  n e a r  a  church. 
Home meetings f a r  outnumber a v a i l a b l e  churches ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  where 80 pe rcen t  of 
Chinaf s people l i v e .  

Reports  p e r s i s t e d  l a s t  yea r  of a r r e s t s  of  "house churchw b e l i e v e r s  i n  some a r e a s ,  a s  wel l  as 
o f f i c i a l  p r e s s u r e  on home meetings t o  r e g i s t e r  w i th  church a u t h o r i t i e s  o r  conform t o  s t r i c t  
g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  church ope ra t ion .  

From a n a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  however, obse rve r s  of r e l i g i o u s  freedom g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e  on 
s e v e r a l  t h ings .  

F i r s t ,  p u b l i c  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  of r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e v e r s  has come a l ong  way s i n c e  t h e  
end of  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion .  

Second, t h e  government and Communist P a r t y ,  wh i l e  remaining adamantly a t h e i s t ,  have l e g a l l y  
reaf f i rmed Chinese c i t i z e n s 1  freedom of  r e l i g i o n  and appa ren t ly  have acknowledged t h e  f u t i l i t y  of 
a t t empt ing  t o  e r a d i c a t e  r e l i g i o n  by r ep re s s ion .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e y  have decided t o  e n l i s t  C h r i s t i a n s ,  who a r e  widely known f o r  t h e i r  honesty and 
hard work, and o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  groups i n  t h e  v a s t  t a s k  o f  modernizing China. 

But Chinese s o c i e t y  i s  s t i l l  de f ined  by t h e  group,  n o t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  Despi te  laws and 
gua ran tees ,  r e l i g i o u s  freedom i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  work u n i t ,  town o r  county depends l a r g e l y  upon 
l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  i n  charge.  

A s  t h e  f r a g i l e  r e l i g i o u s  freedoms cont inue  t o  grow, t h e  e a g e r  new b e l i e v e r s  who have 
appeared i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s t r u g g l e  t o  overcome a chi ldhood o f  s p i r i t u a l  vacuum. Both young and 
o l d  C h r i s t i a n s  a g r e e  their g r e a t e s t  t a s k  i s  t o  produce a new gene ra t ion  o f  l e a d e r s .  Slowly,  
s t e a d i l y ,  t hey  a r e  emerging from c i t i e s  and v i l l a g e s ,  from churches and semina r i e s  t o  guide  t h e i r  
growing flocks i n t o  the  f u t u r e .  

That makes t h e i r  e l d e r s ,  who h e l d  o n t o  f a i t h  i n  t h e  d a r k e s t  days, ve ry  happy. 
--3o-- 

(BP) photo  mailed t o  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers by Richmond bureau of B a p t i s t  P r e s s .  
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I n v i t a t i o n  Opens Door To 
TV Broadcas t  I n  China 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)--When Southern  B a p t i s t  Radio and T e l e v i s i o n  Commission P r e s i d e n t  
Jimmy R .  A l l en  accepted  an  i n v i t a t i o n  l a s t  summer t o  a t t e n d  d e d i c a t i o n  ceremonies f o r  a new 
n a t i o n a l  t e l e v i s i o n  c e n t e r  i n  China,  l i t t l e  d i d  he r e a l i z e  a r e t u r n  t r i p  w i th  100 o t h e r  men 
would r e s u l t .  

Al len  a t t ended  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  i n  B e i j i n g ,  China,  i n  August, 1987. A t  t h a t  t ime,  Guo Bao 
Xiang, g e n e r a l  manager of  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  TV S e r v i c e  Co. of  China C e n t r a l  T e l e v i s i o n ,  r e c a l l e d  
wi th  f a v o r  a v i s i t  t o  China o f  t h e  Centurymen and asked  about  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  t h e i r  making a 
r e t u r n  v i s i t  t o  h i s  country.  The Centurymen, a male chorus  of  100 Southern  B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r s  of 
music was organized by t h e  Radio and T e l e v i s i o n  Commission a number o f  y e a r s  ago t o  provide music 
f o r  The B a p t i s t  Hour b roadcas t s .  

Al len  t o l d  Xiang a r e t u r n  engagement could  be a r r anged  i f  t h e  chorus  could be i n v i t e d  t o  
perform t h e  k ind  of music t hey  u s u a l l y  s i n g  on n a t i o n a l  t e l e v i s i o n .  When Xiang ag reed ,  wheels 
were s e t  i n  motion f o r  t h e  Centurymen t o  r e t u r n .  It r e s u l t e d  i n  an unprecedented oppor tun i ty ,  
and a whole s e r i e s  of f i r s t s .  

The C h r i s t i a n  message w i l l  be sung on n a t i o n a l  t e l e v i s i o n  i n  what i s  be l i eved  t o  be the 
f i r s t  t ime s i n c e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Republ ic  of  China. Al len  s a i d  t h e  Centurymen, 
under Bury1 Red's d i r e c t i o n ,  w i l l  s i n g  a conce r t  o f  American and European hymns and anthems, 
Chinese t r a d i t i o n a l  songs and hymns a s  we l l  a s  American f o l k  songs and s p i r i t u a l s ,  

The Centurymen's t r i p  a l s o  makes p o s s i b l e  ano the r  f i r s t  t ime event .  Af t e r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  TV 
appearance,  a conce r t  i s  planned i n  t h e  H a l l  o f  t h e  People  a t  Nanjing.  T h i s  w i l l  mark t h e  f i r s t  
time s i n c e  World War I1 t h a t  a s a c r e d  c h o r a l  c o n c e r t  ha s  been he ld  o u t s i d e  a church o r  seminary 
under t h e  sponsorsh ip  o f  t h e  Chinese C h r i s t i a n  Counci l ,  accord ing  t o  Lewis Myers, d i r e c t o r  of  
Cooperat ive S e r v i c e s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  a Southern  B a p t i s t  agency e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  e n l i s t  C h r i s t i a n s  
f o r  work i n  n a t i o n s  where m i s s i o n a r i e s  do n o t  work. 

Shanghai w i l l  be t h e  s i t e  f o r  ano the r  f i r s t ,  Myers s a i d .  The Centurymen w i l l  d i v i d e  i n t o  
smal l  groups t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  church worship s e r v i c e s  throughout t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  of 
i n d i v i d u a l  churches.  I t  w i l l  mark t h e  f i r s t  t ime a l a r g e  number o f  wes tern  C h r i s t i a n s  has had 
oppor tun i ty  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  worship w i th  Chinese C h r i s t i a n s  i n  such  a concent ra ted  a r e a .  The 
Centurymen a l s o  w i l l  perform a t  t h e  Shanghai Music Conservatory where t hey  performed on  a 
previous  v i s i t  t o  China i n  1984. 

According t o  A l l e n ,  t h e  Broadcas t  O r c h e s t r a  o f  C e n t r a l  China T e l e v i s i o n  w i l l  appear  w i t h  the 
Centurymen i n  t h e i r  TV conce r t .  Mike Thomas of t h e  Logos Language I n s t i t u t e  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of 
Mary Hardin Baylor  w i l l  coach members of t h e  chorus  i n  Chinese phone t i c s  t o  enable  them t o  s i n g  
i n  Mandarin, Al len  s a i d .  

A $  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r i p ,  a documentary t e l e v i s i o n  s p e c i a l  is scheduled t o  be produced showing 
p rog re s s  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  movement i n  China. I t  w i l l  i n c o r p o r a t e  s cenes  from t h e  Centuryment s 
v i s i t  a s  we l l  a s  i n t e r v i e w s  wi th  n a t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n s .  The ABC T e l e v i s i o n  Network has  scheduled 
t h e  documentary f o r  b roadcas t  i n  e a r l y  1989, Al len  s a i d .  

Allen saw a t  l e a s t  four r e s u l t s  from t h e  c o n c e r t .  

The t e l e v i s e d  conce r t  w i l l  o f f e r  an oppor tun i ty  f o r  a C h r i s t i a n  message of  f r i e n d s h i p  t o  be 
sha red  wi th  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  500 m i l l i o n  Chinese who watch t h e  on ly  t e l e v i s i o n  channel a v a i l a b l e  t o  
them, he s a i d .  

I t  a l s o  w i l l  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  presence  i n  China f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t o  a n a t i o n a l  
audience ,  he added. 111 t w i l l  be a dramat ic  demonst ra t ion  of t h e  r e l i g i o u s  freedom promised i n  
t h e i r  new c o n s t i t ~ t i o n , ~  Al l en  s a i d .  

Already, Al len  s a i d ,  d i s c u s s i o n s  have opened w i t h  Chinese o f f i c i a l s  f o r  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
exchange o f  programs which could a l l ow gospel  messages t o  be c a r r i e d  on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s  over  
n a t i o n a l  t e l e v i s i o n .  Although t h e  message would need t o  be somewhat i n d i r e c t ,  Allen s a i d  i t  
could be a g r e a t  encouragement t o  n a t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n s .  

--more-- 
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Al len  also s e e s  t h i s  breakthrough a s  a p o s s i b l e  beginning of  a  con t inu ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between CSI and Chinese t e l e v i s i o n .  He s a i d  communications v o l u n t e e r s  s e n t  under t h e  a e g i s  of 
CSI may be a b l e  t o  develop f u t u r e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  could enab le  l o c a l  Chinese churches t o  have 
h ighe r  v i s i b i l i t y  through r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n .  

The c o n t r a c t  s i gned  w i t h  C e n t r a l  China T e l e v i s i o n  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  Centurymen t o  t ape  a 90 
minute conce r t  i n  B e i j i n g  i n  November 1988. The program i s  t o  be a i r e d  du r ing  t h e  t e n  days t he  
Centurymen are i n  t h e  country.  The Radio and T e l e v i s i o n  Commission w i l l  t r a n s m i t  t h e  program 
over  t h e  ACTS network fo l lowing  i ts b roadcas t  i n  China,  Al len  s a i d .  

--3o-- 

D e n t i s t  Turned-Preacher 
Urges M i n i s t e r i a l  Mora l i t y  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Breena Kent P a i n e  3/25/88 

NEW ORLEANS (BPI--"The news media i s  b r i n g i n g  t o  l i f e  t h e  s i n s  of  many g r e a t  preachers  of 
t h e  gospe l .  But t h e y ' r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  TV s t a r s , "  Russe l l  Bush t o l d  s t u d e n t s  a t  N e w  Or leans  
B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary. 

"Immorality i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  h u r t s  us ,"  s a i d  t h e  p a s t o r  of Main S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church, 
Ha t t i e sbu rg ,  Miss. Although God f o r g i v e s  t h e  s i n ,  "When a preacher  y i e l d s  t o  immoral i ty ,  he 
g i v e s  g r e a t  occas ion  t o  t h e  enemies of God t o  blaspheme." 

Bush addressed  "The Preacher  and Mora l i t y  from t h e  Layman's P o i n t  of View" dur ing  t h e  1988 
James H .  Tharp L e c t u r e s ,  a s e r i e s  of l e c t u r e s  d e l i v e r e d  each  yea r  a t  t h e  seminary on t h e  gene ra l  
s u b j e c t  "The P reache r  from t h e  Layman1 s Viewpoint." 

"A man who i s  born  o f  God does  n o t  h a b i t u a l l y  p r a c t i c e  s i n .  I f  you a r e  h a b i t u a l l y  
p r a c t i c i n g  s i n ,  one o f  two t h i n g s  e x i s t  i n  your l i f e , "  s a i d  t h e  d e n t i s t  who became a p a s t o r  a t  
age 66. " E i t h e r  you have never  been born  a g a i n ,  o r  you're  i n  t roub le . "  

Bush s a i d  C h r i s t i a n s  who p r a c t i c e  s i n  h a b i t u a l l y  w i l l  be d i s c i p l i n e d  by God. '?He's not  
go ing  t o  l e t  (you) g e t  away w i t h  i t ,"  he s a i d .  "He w i l l  ge t  your a t t e n t i o n .  I f  he1 s no t  g e t t i n g  
your a t t e n t i o n ,  you don1 t belong t o  him. 

"He can expose t h e  g r e a t e s t  of us .  He doesn' t need any of  us .  He w i l l  expose any man t h a t  
t r i e s  t o  cover  up  h i s  s i n , "  Bush s a i d .  "But, you can con fes s  t h a t  s i n  r i g h t  now and c la im t h e  
promise of  fo rg ivenes s  ." 

Bush s a i d  i n  h i s  op in ion ,  a  m i n i s t e r  who s i n s  h a b i t u a l l y  has  " f o r f e i t e d t 1  h i s  r i g h t  t o  be a 
l e a d e r  i n  God's kingdom. 

"It i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  a c t  l i k e  C h r i s t i a n s .  We have been g iven  t h e  S p i r i t  of 
God; we have been g iven  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  do it." 

He adv i sed ,  llComrnit you r se lves  t o  m a r i t a l  f a i t h f u l n e s s  and l o v e  your w i f e  supremely. . . . 
Love i s  a m a t t e r  o f  choice ;  i t ' s  no t  an emotion. 

"The B i b l e  s a y s  a s  h e l l  i s  never  f u l l  n e i t h e r  a r e  t h e  eyes of a man s a t i s f i e d .  And t h e r e ' s  
an awful l o t  o f  t r u t h  i n  t h a t  because t h e  eyes  a r e  t h e  windows of t h e  s o u l  and t h e  eyes  ... 
determine  what we t h i n k  abou t ,  You don1 t need t o  be l ook ing  a t  t h i n g s  t h a t  de s t roy  your s o u l  ." 

Bush a l s o  warned m i n i s t e r s  a g a i n s t  y i e l d i n g  t o  rac ism,  a c c e p t i n g  a g i f t  t h a t  might 
"compromise your message ," and l y i n g .  

He s a i d  m i n i s t e r s  should  " t e l l  t h e  t r u t h , "  and "tell t h e  same t h i n g  t o  everybody.ll Min i s t e r s  
who do n o t ,  n o t  on ly  g e t  i n t o  "a l o t  o f  t r o u b l e ,  b u t  you1 ll cause  t h e  people i n  t h e  church who 
suppor t  you t o  back away ," he said.  

"I r e a l l y  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  l aypeop le  i n  t h e  church want t o  suppor t  t h e i r  pa s to r s .  

" I ' m  amused when I go t o  preachers1  meetings and h e a r  them t a l k i n g  about  how they  can work 
around t h e  deacons. If any o f  you are t each ing  anybody else t o  do t h a t ,  you need t o  s t o p .  The 
g r e a t e s t  s u p p o r t e r s  any preacher  e v e r  had would be deacons who have confidence i n  t h e i r  p a s t o r s , "  
he s a i d .  

--more-- 
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"The most impor tan t  t h i n g  f o r  a deacon t o  t h i n k  about  h i s  p a s t o r  i s  t h a t  he ' s  a man o f  
i n t e g r i t y ;  t h a t  he t e l l s  t h e  t r u t h . "  

Bush s a i d ,  "You need t o  be t h e  same person  i n  t h e  hal lway,  o r  i n  your o f f i c e ,  o r  i n  your 
s tudy ,  . . . t h a t  you a r e  when you' r e  s t a n d i n g  up h e r e  proc la iming  t h e  Word of  God." 

--30-- 
(BP) photo a v a i l a b l e  upon r e q u e s t  from New Orleans  Seminary 

A 

Sex Educat ion I n t e g r a l  P a r t  $4[> B a p t i s t  Press 
O f  Chi ld '  s Learning  P roces s  By T e r r i  Lackey 3/25/88 

NASHVILLE (BPI--The word 'lsexW r a r e l y  f a i l s  t o  g r a b  a t t e n t i o n .  

But l e t  a q u e s t i o n  about  i t  meekly escape  t h e  mouth o f  a wondering c h i l d ,  and a d u l t s  
suddenly become hard-of-hearing o r  t o o  busy t o  answer u n t i l  t h e  c h i l d  " g e t s  a l i t t l e  o l d e r , "  
accord ing  t o  John Howell,  p r o f e s s o r  of C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c s  a t  Midwestern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  
Seminary i n  Kansas C i t y ,  Mo. 

P a r e n t s  and p a r e n t a l  r o l e  models have an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  answer a q u i z z i c a l  c h i l d ' s  ques t ion  
about  s ex  i n  a h e a l t h y  way, Howell t o l d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  an advanced t r a i n i n g  seminar f o r  
p re schoo l / ch i ld ren ' s  workers sponsored by t h e  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  Sunday School Boardt s church 
t r a i n i n g  department .  

"Don't assume you can t e l l  your c h i l d  a l i e ,  and come back and t e l l  him o r  h e r  t h e  t r u t h  
when they  are o l d e r , "  Howell s a i d .  "They a r e  going  t o  f i n d  o u t  some way, and they  w i l l  assume 
you d o n ' t  know o r  a ren '  t going  t o  t e l l  them." 

Most a d u l t s  s h a r e  a confus ion  about  how t o  educa t e  c h i l d r e n  about  sex, Howell s a i d .  

"Most p a r e n t s  o r  t e a c h e r s  t h i n k  s e x  e d u c a t i o n  i s  meant t o  prevent  p r e a a r i t a l  s ex ,  prevent  
p remar i t a l  pregnancy, p r even t  t h e  sp read  o f  vene rea l  d i s e a s e s  o r  j u s t  f r i g h t e n  t h e  young person 
i n t o  c h a s t i t y  ," Howell s a i d .  

"But i n  f a c t  sex educa t ion  i s  j u s t  t h a t  -- t h e  cha l l enge  o f  p a r e n t s  t o  overcome t h e  sexual  
ignorance of t h e i r  c h i l d r e n , "  he s a i d .  

Church l e a d e r s ,  as wel l  a s  p a r e n t s ,  have a cha l l enge  t o  dea l  w i th  s e x  educa t ion ,  Howell 
s a i d ,  Ifand i t  can be done i n  a h e a l t h y  way." 

P a r e n t s  can begin  d e a l i n g  w i t h  s e x  educa t ion  a t  b i r t h ,  Howell s a i d .  

''The i n t e r a c t i o n  of p a r e n t s  w i th  o f f s p r i n g  shapes  t h e  n a t u r e  of  a c h i l d ' s  l a t e r  s e x  l i f e , "  
he s a i d .  "Pa ren t s  who are comfor tab le  w i t h  t h e i r  own s e x u a l i t y  shape h e a l t h y  s e x  l i v e s .  

"Even m i n i s t e r s  t o  c h i l d r e n  and youth must be comfor tab le  w i t h  t h e i r  sexual i ty ,11  Howell 
s a i d .  

"It's not  wrong t o  f e e l  uncomfortable sometimes, b u t  i t  i s  wrong t o  b lock  o u t  communications 
because o f  your f e a r , "  Howell s a i d ,  

Also,  a c h i l d  must be n u r t u r e d  bo th  ma te rna l ly  and p a t e r n a l l y .  

"It's a cha l l enge  t a  be a b l e  t o  e x p r e s s  n u r t u r e ,  b u t  i t  i s  necessary  t o  he lp  a c h i l d  feel 
s e c u r e  about  his e x i s t e n c e  and t o  overcome t h e  c o n f l i c t  of t r u s t  and mi s t ru s t , * '  he s a i d .  

As a c h i l d  grows a l d e r ,  he needs t o  f e e l  comfor tab le  about  h i s  phys i ca l  appearance. "Body 
image becomes more impor tan t  t o  c h i l d r e n  as they  grow up," Howell s a i d .  "The b e t t e r  they  f e e l  
about  t h e i r  appearance,  t h e  more comfor tab le  and con f iden t  t hey  w i l l  be. 

"Mothers and f a t h e r s  and t e a c h e r s  should  be very  a f f i r m i n g  w i t h  a c h i l d  i n  t h i s  area, ' '  he 
s a i d .  

" C h r i s t i a n s  should  learn t o  accep t  s e x u a l i t y  as a c r e a t i v e  f o r c e  t o  u s e  f o r  t h e  g l o r y  of 
God. " 


