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THE FAMILY FORTRESS
by Mrs. Clarenct T. Nelson

All the military defense in the world will avail nothing if the family fortreos
disintegrates.

Only as the homes of our nation arc strong, built on faith in God and permeated
with the presence of Christ, can we have hope for the future! Here is a line of
defenee about which everyone of us can do something.
Children firot need to be taught a sense of the stewardship of l i f e ,
t know they are accountable t o their Creator for their p i f t a ,

They need

Parents have taken the line of least resistance and have too often indulged
their children rather than given them any awareness of diecipline.

The line of spiritual demarkation in the lives of today's young people are mre
clearly drawn than in the preceding generation. They are either more violently lawless
or more totally consecrated. In this there is great hope:
If they are faced with the challenge of a l i f c cbtrgiog Saviour, they often will
aake a thrilling commitment to Him!

America needs a crusade for the reeetablishment:of the family altar. This doe6
not mean another piece of furniture! It means a prayer time together as a family;
it means a reading and studying of the Bible together; i t means facing each problem
and opportunity with the question: "What would God have us do?"
Hone is the place where the total world relationship should be taught!
to

Our responsibility to our neighbor; our concern for all people; our willingnees
bear each other's burdens -- these need to be taught in our homee.

There is no way of evading the truth
nation.

--

that as go the homes

-- so goes the
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COMBATIVE PREACHER

Pastor, Scvicr Heights Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tenn., Raymond DeArrnond, was educated at Carson-Newman College,
Jeffrrson City, Tenn., and at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. DeArmond has served on the board
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Carolina, and Tennrssee, and he also is a former school teacher.
Be has hecn a nlinister since 1931, DeArmond was born
October 19, 1908, at Maryville, Tenn.

needed than this day. Let none among us deceive himself
in believing that the combative prophets became extinct with
Amos. Indeed, there are many alive today and they are just
as potent as was he in his day. My prayer is that we may
have a tidal increase in their numbers.
Let us consider Arnos-the

Combative Preacher.

I. The Man.
Luke 22:36LuAnd He said unto them, but now he that hath
a purse, let him take it, and likewise a wallet, and he that hath
none, let him sell his cloak and buy a sword."
Amos 1:2-'The Lord will roar from Zion and utter his voice
from Jerusalem, and the pastures of the shepherds shall mourn,
and the tops of Carmel shall wither."
Amos 3:l-3-"Hear

you

this word that the Lord hath spoken unto

. . . Therefore I will visit upon you all your iniquities."

Amos 5 : 2 1 - 2 6 1 hate, I despise your feasts, and I will take
no delight in your solemn assemblies . . But let justice roll
down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream."

.

Archibald Rutledge in his intriguing little book It Will Be
Daybreak Soon tells the story about a radical young Negro
preacher who came near his plantation in the low country of
South Carolina to hold a meeting. It was reported that he
had a new doctrine, and to him thronged many people of his
own race, especially the young people. One Sunday morning
Mr. Rutledge met old Anthony Lee, the dusty sage and spiritual
leader of his plantation, but he was not going in the direction
of the church. He asked the old Negro if the new preacher's
ideas did not appeal to him. "Those young people who are
going to hear him,'' said he, "Don't want religion, what they
want is someone who can tell them how to sin and be happy."
There is but one alternative, either you as a prophet of the
Lord will, and do stand squarely against the evils of your
day and people as a combative preacher, or you proclaim
the "new doctrine" of "how to sin and be happy." Fully aware
am I that at first blush one is apt to say that there is no room
for the pugnacious stuff in preaching the redeeming message
of our Lord. Yet, let no one deceive himself, the forces of
evil and good are operative among all mankind. One cannot
be for the good, unless he is against the evil. Indeed the good
will go
- unnoticed until the evil is cleared out of the way. That
is God's way. Repent! that is dealing with the evil; believe!
that is dealing with the good.

When one sallies forth as a combative prophet of the Lord he
must be a man. He must have something more than muscular
brawn. He must have a backbone strong enough to stand in
the face of any man and speak the truth as God reveals it to
him. He can neither pick his place nor the people to whom
he is to deliver the truth. He will be as fearless in one situation as another. This sheer courage can be had only when
one has a conviction that means more than living comfortably
or having a "pleasant situation." He must be a man who lives
close enough to God to hear his voice, and leave everything
to obey it.
This simple herdsman of Tekoa had none of the background of
a prophet. He had not attended a school for prophets, nor
had he belonged to any of the Theological guilds of that day,
but in simple faith he believed that which the Lord told him
to do he must do, regardless. Instead of majoring on his
inabilities he majored on God's omnipotence. He believed God
was a righteous God. He believed God wanted him to be a
prophet of God's righteousness. Unless one has this quality of
being, the going of a combative preacher will be too rough.
Unflinchingly he must not give an inch-anytimeanywhere.
These qualities, we see ably portrayed in the life and ministry
of this fearless prophet.
He is the preacher whose moral nature is moved by the
spectacle of outraged right, but does not unbend in affection.
He announces Israel's doom with the austere severity of the
judge. He was no rustic. He was a man of natural quickness
and capacity, able to observe, to reflect and to generalize,
conscious of the breadth and scope of moral and spiritual
realities, and capable of expressing his thoughts in a dignified
and impressive manner. He knew God. He was certain of his
call. He felt the hand of God constantly upon him. He had
no fear of any living person. These are the absolute essentials
for every combative preacher.

waker says of him-ulf

he had a tongue like a whip for the
oppressor, it spoke out of a heart of love for the oppressed. He
was fierce because he was loving. His prophecy is molten
metal heated in the furnace of pity."
- -

There has surely been no time in the history of the Christian
church when combative preachers have been more sorely

11. His Mission
God called him to go to another country to deliver his message,
to speak His words, to warn His people. God's command was
the cause of his mission. His prophesying was the effect of
his mission. He walked about twenty or twenty-five miles
to begin this mission of his God, but every step of the way
he had a divine sense of his being divinely sent. It is this
divine commission that has sent many brave men out to do
combat for our Lord. It is the same divine spark that is the
drive of your life, wherever you are, if yours is a divine call.
His mission was not an easy assignment. There were problems
there. The enemy was well entrenched. But the Lord had summoned, and he had to obey, A summons from God to any
prophet of His is a divine imperative. Woe be upon the one
who goes not! This divinely sent one will have the equipment
so necessary for the difficult way ahead. God not only calls
men, but he sends them to a definite place with a specific message. May everyone who stands in his sacred place to prophesy
know that he has been sent of the Lord!

111. His Menace
This is something that all men naturally shun-but
all of
God's men must face, It is a serious doubt whether anyone
can do his best for God until he faces his menace. Indeed
most men cannot do their best without one. You have oneor many. I heard of a preacher once who stayed a good many
years in one place and no one ever offered him any opposition, but I have yet to personally know such a one.

A well-known negro preacher in our town on one occasion
said: "No one has to tell me where the devil's seat is in my
church. I see him come in and sit down every Sunday morning." He has a menace. You do t o e i f you have ever
preached the word. It is sharper than a two-edged sword, and
if you get to using it, somebody won't like it. You will have a
menace,
Amos had menaces. The first one was the preacher of the
court church. The pastor of the King's church objected to
Amos talking about the King, and wanted to run him out
of town, and many authorities say he succeeded. If you preach
like a real prophet, some preachers won't like what you say
either.

He was not pouplar with the people. They didn't like what he
said. They went so far as to say they would prefer the judgement of God to the judgement of Amos. They didn't know
there was no difference. Let no one hefool himsell to believe
that unregenerated
church members will like for their sins
to be condemned. The worldly crowd will be a menace to
any prophet of the Lord. But don't fret because you do have
a menace. Thank God, take courage and keep right on. Let
no God-called prophet, because he has a menace, turn himself into a Tom Sawyer. Tom Sawyer was a master whitewasher, You can whitewash and cover up a dirty, filthy life
beneath. Combative preachers must face the facts and present
the truth regardless of who, or how much it hurts.
It is a subtle temptation oftentimes for a preacher to whitewash, or is it "soft-soap?" rather than face the real menace

that confronts him? He may discover suddenly that his work
is finished if an Amaziah appears. A true prophet accepts such
as a real challenge. The Apostle Paul would say: "There is an
effectual door open, and there are many adversaries. Therefore I am staying."
IV.

His Message

The book of Amos reveals a composite of the messages that he
delivered in Israel, They were compiled and put into their
present form at a later time. He was likely in his native land
when he wrote the book. But one can see clearly what the
theme of his preaching was. Now let us look at his message
that we may learn the true place and value of this combative
preacher, so that there may be many more who are willing
to follow in his train.
Notice his introduction. The introduction is to catch the attention, so as to claim the interest of the hearer. Look at his
opening sentences-"The
Lord will roar like a lion-people
shall mourn. The tops of the trees will wither." That is a
scorcher! He has their attention now. Then he says to Damascus: "Woe to Damascus!" He begins to claim their interest,
this was a foe of long standing. Amos could have gotten an
Amen here. But he continues to name others who are under the
condemnation of the Lord of Armies. Their interest rises until
he mentions Judah, and as he condemns her, their hearts pound
with unabated joy. If he had stopped here he would have
been a great preacher. You may find your popularity rising
if you talk about the sins of other people and leave the sins
of yours alone. But to Amos this was just to arouse their attention. He comes now to the body of his message.
He condemns in the most scathing terms, the sins of Israel.
This is a most necessary and vital performance. The preacher
here becomes a surgeon, skilled and unrelenting. He takes the
scalpel and proceeds without the aid of anesthesia. To be sure
there will be some yelling, long and vociferous, But the combative preacher allows no such noises to distract him. He
proceeds until the operation is complete. Watch this man
operate.
He was not a native of this land, but he saw keenly and quickly
their moral debauchery and immediately came to the point.
They had entirely neglected the ethical character of God. He
now points out their moral sins.
They take bribes. There is no justice in the land. For a
little silver they were able to translate justice into simple
injustice.
They made slaves out of the poor. For as little as a pair of
cheap sandals which a man could not pay for, he would be
sold into slavery.
They were lustful without shame. Father and son frequented
that within the courts of the religious
the same girl-and
practices.
They took their pledges of poor men's garments, refusing to
return them when the cool night came, then dared to lounge
around the altars wearing them.

They were drunken fools, drinking their wine in bowls full.
They delighted to see the poor with the dust of poverty on
their heads and were greedy enough to want the dirt.

more than that-they participate in it. But they want you to
keep it in the closet. A combative preacher must expose it
with all of its filth and shame.

Their wornen were like big fat cows, wanting and getting
more and more by trampling under foot those that fell prey
to their whims,

Drunkenness is increasing alarmingly. $17,000 per minute is
spent for stuff to make people drunk. Like people in the day
of Amos, they drink by the buckets full. The cocktail glass
is but a measuring cup to the bowl that follows. A social
drink is as abominable in the sight of the Lord as a gallon.
It has been the downfall of nations in the past. It will be a
contributing factor in our downfall if the remedy is not soon
applied. It is just as sinful to vote for it as it is to drink it.
That you will have to say from your pulpit if you would be a
combative preacher today.

They lived in palaces and stretched themselves on couches
of inlaid ivory. They had summer and winter houses, while
the poor had bare hovels, and no couches.
They twittered to the sound of silly music that was not Godhonoring.
They began early on the Sabbath morning to long for the
day to be over so they could cheat someone early the next day.
Their religion was a sham. It was an insult to God. God was
not just interested in them only, as they had supposed, but was
interested in all. When they took a free-will offering they
bragged about it-did it for show.
This kind of preaching may take you from your pulpit to a
soap box. It may rob you of your popularity. Yet it is THE
preaching that our sin-sick world desperately needs this day.
Will you do it? Now before you say "Yesw-it would be
wise to survey the field and anticipate the cost.
The day of Amos is so like our day that there is an alarming
similarity. Rich and prosperous were they-religious were
they. They all went to church on Sunday morning. They
had fashioned churches and trained preachers. Look again
before you journey this way. What are some of the sins
of our day that you as a combative preacher will have to use
God's scalpel upon?
It is being said every day that in certain quarters justice
can be dispensed with if you have the money. This is a sure
sign of deterioration of our moral fiber. In one county a few
years ago a man killed a deer out of season-another man
killed a man, both in the same month. The penalty for killing
the deer was greater. "If you know the right person you can
get by" is a common saying. Such as this has the effect of
termites o n o u r moral structure. It must be cut out!
There are plenty of people who are members of churches who
delight to see the poor oppressed. One Baptist woman expressed it this way-"I will be glad when the day comes again
when Negroes are at my back door begging to work for 50
cents per day." Please God, may the day never come! But our
churches have the rnany who have their heels on the necks
of the poor. This, the combative preacher must cry aloud
against.
Immorality is so raniparit that all of us must blush in the
shame. Twenty girls from a 167-pupil high school were sent
home in one year lo become mothers; 120 in a city high
school, while the rascals who are the eo-conspirators are
allowed to go free. "The call girl" is as flourishing a business
in our land as professional prostitution in lands whose morals
we abhor. The selling of one's body is as much on the market
as a yard of cloth. Church members condone it. They do

Many women who are interested more in material aggrandizement and social prestige, and prod their husbands to fulfill
such desires become the bane of many a church congregation.
Their social clubs that have card-playing and gambling is a
thing to be accepted in our social order. Like the "fat cows"
of Israel they sink our spiritual level. For they will come to
occupy chief places Sunday morning in our churches, while
they ply their nefarious trade on Sunday evenings. They don't
wait till Monday morning. This, the combative preacher must
face and cry out against if his church is to be a real spiritual
force.
One of the most insidious evils that we face is the old one,
twittering to silly music. The honky-tonk, night clubs, and
country clubs, are all atwitter with this sort of music that
lends itself to the dance of spiritual decay, and to making
our society one filled with moral reprobrates.
These are present evils that Amos preached about that you
must sound a clear and unmistakeable note upon. Like the
thousands in Gideon's army who were afraid, the ones who
are afraid can't go on-or the house full who heard our Lord
and turned away saying, "This is a hard saying" and walked
with him no more.
Some have said it was fatal to Amos to preach like this. A
Greek source says that Osee, a son of Arnaziah, crushed his
head with a stake and he died of that injury. However, Cyril
of Alexander who is one of our best authorities on Amos
seemed to have known nothing about it. It may be fatal to
you. If we hear God's message as God gives it, insurance
companies may find that preachers are not such good risks,
But we must deal with sin if our land is to be God-like. But
you say '%mas didn't change things." No. But he did what
God told him to do, and that is what counts! The justice of
God would roll. His plumbline will be placed. The summer
fruits were soon to end. Israel, Ephrairn, Joseph-her open
wounds unlamented, would go into certain destruction. They
were too far on the road. God, who had so pleaded with them
and loved them, now was ready to let them go. The Great
Physician had looked inside and said: "It is too late now."
May we submit our lives and our people to him now before
he has to say: "You came too late. If you had only called on
me sooner."
God deals with his people.

Though the nation is doomed there is a remnant that will recover. The sun shines through the clouds at long last. The
victim is now exposed. Let us look to see what God is going
to do. What God is about to do, his prophet will surely know.
The false prophet said: "Prophesy not." But he paid no heed.
He distorted the words of Amos, but he acted not a whit
surprised.

captivity with the rest, God would restore them. They would
recover-those that trusted in the Lord. There, in the midst
of a black cloud Amos pointed the true followers of God, to
His rainbow. Even so must the combative preacher ever hold
up the promises of the Lord to his followers.

God has observed their pretense toward religion and despised
it. He saw the places of worship, and saw how thin their
worship was and abhorred them. God revealed his pleading
in the past and present, and foretold of certain doom. An
iniquitous nation was, is, and always shall be, an abomination
in the sight of the Lord. He said that Israel would be destroyed, as wdl as her neighbors in sin.

He will not be able to restore the Garden of Eden, but he can
help men to be fit to live in the City of God unashamedly.
Until sin is taken by the roots out of the lives of the people,
and the devil will not come out without a struggle, the
love of God cannot be revealed in the hearts of sinful men.
With 20,000 Arnoses among us we could change things that
need to be changed. You will recall that our Lord said, as he
was in the shadows of the cross, to his disciples, to take a
sword with them. On the first venture he told them to take no
sword, but now he said for them to sell their coat and to buy
a sword. The sword was, and is, an offensive weapon-it is to
be used to clear out the sins, this Sword of the Spirit, so that
the reign of our Lord may come in.

Amos' words had borne some fruit-"The land is not able to
bear it'* says Amaziah "We can't go on like we are under
preaching like this." He was telling the king. God would sift
the people, all the chaff would be destroyed. The grain would
be preserved, though those believing souls would be led into

hi^ is the M
~ way, ~L~~ us ~go out~ to fight
~ wrong,
, and
~
establish right as God's combative prophets, until the kingdoms
of this world will be conquered in the lovely name of Him
whose name is above every name, to the end that He may
reign everywhere, forever and forever-this is your task.

"I will visit upon you, all your iniquities9' said the Lord.
Wellhausen says this is the motto of the book.
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FAITH IS THE VICTORY
By C. E. MATTHEWS
What Is Faith?
C. E. MATTH~WS
is superintendent of evangdism for the
Southern Raptist Home Mission Board, with headquarters and
residence in Atlanta, Ga. A native of Gasconade County, Mo.,
he was born March 23, 1887. He attended Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, For1 Worth, Texas., following a period
in private business. Later he served as president of Southwestern's trustees. Twenty-four years, he was pastor of Travis
Avenue Baptist Church, Fort Worth, lraving to brcomr suprrintendent of rvangrlism for Texas. The next yrar, be was appointed
to his present capacity. Matthews also has served as director
or trustee of several Baptist hoards and institutions.

Text: "Have faith in God," Mark 11:22
Read Scripture John 6:l-14
In the year 1917 when I was a young Christian layman, I
heard Dr. Geo. W. Truett preach a sermon during a revival
in Fort Worth, Texas. I shall never forget a statement he made
in that sermon. He said, "The supreme need in this hour for
all men everywhere is faith in God." That is the supreme
need of all men now and always. It is the supreme need of
every one of us tonight.
The greatest appeal an infinite God ever made to a living
creature is his appeal in the Bible, set out in Mark 11:22"Have faith in God." That sentence of four words told us of
a thing we could possess which would solve every problem
of the human race. Faith in God is a guarantee of victory
for every person that ever lived, from Adam to the last
child that will be born before the end of the world. The Bible
was given to us in order to help us have faith in God. The
birth of Jesus and his life in the flesh were for one purpose,
namely, to help mankind have faith in God. The purpose of
every gospel sermon and every lesson taught from the Scriptures is for that same purpose--to help us have faith in God.
"Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God."
Without faith it is impossible to please God. Faith is the
foundation grace of God. In 1 Cor. 13 Paul tells us, "faith,
hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love."
That is true; but without faith there would be no hope, and
without faith the love of God would be unknown to man.
The achievement of every believer in this world is measured
by his faith. Two blind men heard Jesus passing by. They
followed him into a house, crying "Thou Son of David, have
mercy on us." Jesus knew they wanted him to open their
blinded eyes so they could ,see. He asked, "Do you believe
I can do this?" They answered, "Yea, Lord." Then he
said, "According to thy faith, be it unto you." When your
life is ended and the tale of it is told, remember your faith
in God will determine your achievement here and your destiny
and your reward throughout an endless eternity.

If someone asked you the question, "What is your definition
for faith?" what would your answer be? You would probably
give the Bible definition: "Now faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." But who
would know just what you meant? Jesus knew this. He
knew how difficult it is for man to have genuine faith in God,
so he did everything infinite wisdom could conceive of to
help men have faith in God. He taught lessons; he used examples of the heroes of faith to illustrate; he preached sermons
on faith. He performed miracle after miracle, and yet few believed. He knew our difficulty. So one day he staged a great
drama in which he took all the elements of faith apart step
by step. It was, undoubtedly, his greatest demonstration of the
supernatural recorded of his earthly ministry.
What Are the True Elements of Faith?

Here in this miracle of feeding the multitudes, we have a
demonstration and a simple lesson on the true elements of
faith, as follows:
First, the first element in faith is venture. Five thousand men,
not counting the women and children, left their homes and
their places of employment and ventured out into a deserted
place with Jesus. The reason for this first step in faith is
that the world does not and cannot satisfy the hunger of the
human heart. They were curious to see what Jesus would do.
That is the reason unsaved people attend church or that they
willfully listen to the gospel preached by radio. Very few persons, if any, attend a service of worship in order to be entertained. But attending church does not save any one. To
listen to the preaching of the gospel is only the first element
in faith.

Second, the second step in faith is prayer. This great throng
of people was without food. There were no market places or
eating houses where people could buy bread. It was a hungry,
milling mob. These disciples discovered the predicament.
They came to Jesus with their problem. The thing that brings
a sinner to a state of conviction is that he discovers his shortcomings, his helplessness, and his need of God. Not until
then will he pray. Neither does a believer pray until he
takes inventory of his helplessness without God. Can you
remember the first time you ever prayed? When a sinner
prays, he is getting close to salvation. I can remember the
first time I ever prayed audibly to God. For two weeks I had
been under conviction for my sins. I left my wife and baby
with her mother and went to church. At the close of the
service the minister asked those who were unsaved and wanted
to be remembered in prayer to stand. I stood. That was the

first move I ever made toward God. That night when we arrived home, we placed the sleeping baby in his bed. Then
I said to my wife, "Sweetheart, I am going to join the church
next Sunday. Will you join with me?" She answered, "I
will." Then we read from the little Bible and knelt together
in prayer. It was the first time either of us ever prayed
aloud. The prayer did not save us. God does the saving. I
do not believe salvation is possible to any one without the
asking. "And it shall come to pass, that whosover shall call
on the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Acts 2:21). These
disciples came to Jesus. But they dictated to the Master
what he should do. "Master, send these away that they may
buy bread." That is the way most of us pray, telling God
what to do instead of seeking his will.

world of unbelieving da: frustrated people of every nationality
under the sun, seeking what only God can give that will satisfy
them. The hungry multitudes were seeking bread that day
when the disciples came to Jesus with only the five loaves
and two small fishes belonging to a little boy. Jesus, so the
Scripture says, knew what he would do. When we are surrendered without reservation to his will, he will use us to do the
impossible, just as he used them to do the impossible.
The Fruits of an Obedient Faith

What are the fruits of an obedient faith? We have time to
state only a few.

First, the first fruit of an obedient faith is a prayer life. The
richest
experience and the happiest communion known to man
Third, the third element in faith is committal. There was a
lad there standing in the presence of Jesus and the troubled is found in a consistent prayer life. Just look at the revelation
disciples. He had five barley loaves and two small fishes. That of this fact in the Bible. Daniel was untouched and unharmed
was his lunch, just enough for one boy. When Jesus asked in the lions7 den because of his consistent prayer life, Heaven
him for his loaves and fishes, the little boy asked no question. sent fire to consume the sacrifice on Mt. Carmel because of
He committed the entire lunch into the hands of Jesus. That the corlsisterlt prayer life of Elijah. I believe that the answer
is the element in faith that saves. When any person, regard- to why the people left the cities and gathered together in the
less of how wicked he may be, commits the destiny of his valley o i the Jordan to hear a sermon is found in a request
soul into the hands of Jesus, that moment his name is written rnadc to Jesus by his disciples, as follows: "Lord, teach us to
in the Lamb's Book of Life. That moment he experiences pray as John also taught his disciples to pray." The multitudes
the spiritual birth that makes him a new creature, a child of would never have depopulated the cities, where they had
God. That moment he is bound for heaven, where he has a comfortable synagogues in which to worship, and gone to a
mansion awaiting him. That moment there is rejoicing in wilderness to listen to a man preach as they sat on the ground
the presence of the angels of God because hell has lost another had John not been great in prayer. If someone asked me
victim. But here is a lesson for us. Many people attend church now, "What is the greatest weakness of Southern Baptists
and hear the gospel but go no farther. They die without God today?" my answer would be, "It is our lack of prayer." With
and without hope. There may be some who pray without other evangelists we have gone from coast to coast, preaching
ever being saved because they are unwilling to risk their in city, town, and rural churches. With all the sincerity of my
eternal destiny with Christ. There are countless numbers soul I can truthfully say this: Wherever there is failure in
that take the third step and are saved, but they go no farther. winning the unsaved to Christ or in growing a congregation
In our convention we have probably one million resident mem- of fruit-bearing Christians, it is due to a lack of prayer. We
in our orbers who are saved, but who never get any farther in their have our air-conditioned churches, trained people
ganizations,
money,
up-to-date
programs,
and
educated
minisspiritual growth. They are, as a rule, almost as unhappy in
ters.
The
one
thing
we
lack
is
praying
churches.
In
most
of
life as the unsaved people are. They have little or no joy in
our
churches,
a
real
prayer
meeting,
where
people
fervently
the great salvation God has given them.
and sincerely pray as they did in both Old and New Testament
Fourth, the fourth and last element in faith is obedience. That times, is absolutely unheard of. It is impossible for any person
is a full and complete surrender of one's life and all to the to live a victorious life without prayer. The multitudes never
will of God. That is as far as anyone can go in faith. That would have been fed with the loaves and fishes had the disis all that God requires of any man. Think of Jesus' giving ciples riot gone to Jesus and learned from him what to do.
thanks to the Father, then breaking the loaves and likewise Had it been left to those men without petitioning him, the
the fishes and giving them to the disciples to feed the hungry multitudes would have been sent away empty. The richest
multitudes. Did you ever hear of anything like it? Not one person on this earth is not the one who has the largest bank
of his disciples murmured, hesitated, or asked a question of account or who owns the greatest amount of property. The
the Master. They carried out his instructions to the letter. richest person on this earth is the one who has the most conThat is obedience. That is faith in its highest function. It sistent prayer life. Thank God, that is within reach of the
is that kind of faith that removes mountains. Just look at the humblest person. We can never possess a victorious faith
uncharted courses of the heroes of faith. By faith Noah built without the right kind of prayer.
the ark. No one ever built an ark before. It was a new and One other fruit of faith that we will take time to mention is
an unheard of venture. "By faith Abraham, when he was this: One who has an obedient faith is bound to have great
called to go out into a place which he should after receive experiences with God. This miracle of feeding the multitudes
for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing is recorded in all four Gospels. There is a reason for this.
whither he went." That is the kind of faith that is needed God wanted his people in all generations to know about it.
by Christians everywhere, as we stand face to face with a Four times he recorded it so no one could doubt its occurrence.
-

These disciples had something to tell people when they got up
to preach or when they witnessed to a believer. Do we have
anything in the way of an experience with God worth telling?
Or do we have to tell the worn-out experiences of Moody and
Spurgeon? It is perfectly legitimate to tell how God wed
other people, but how much more effective it is for us to do
as the disciples of old when they stood and told what God
hath wrought. If we have an obedient faith, we cannot help
telling what Jesus has done through us. God expects us to do
this-'"let
the redeemed of the Lord say so." No preacher
ever lived who was more given to relate his experiences with
God than the Apostle Paul. He had no hesitancy in telling
his remarkable experience with Christ on the Damascus Road,
even in the presence of royalty. The world is waiting to see
and to know about the miraculous and the supernatural. Dr.
Truett and Dr. Scarborough used to stir their audiences to
tears and create in the hearts of their hearers a burning desire to lead the unsaved to Christ by relating their experiences.
Did you ever read the story told by Dr. Truett of the conversion of Big Jim during a revival in Texas? Dr. Gambrel1
was present when Big Jim was saved. He published an article
in the Baptist Standard when this happened entitled, "The
Greatest Conversion I Ever Witnessed." That story was told

from coast to coast for years. There is no telling how many
lives were affected by it. One night when I was pastor of
Travis Avenue Baptist Church in Fort Worth, I was making
an appeal at the close of the message. A woman came forward
to unite with the church by letter. Her husband in his sixties
came with her on profession of faith. Then another couple
came on professian of faith. When I baptized these men, one
of them pulled from his pocket a clipping from a paper. He
said, "Read this." It was Dr. Gambrell's story of Big Jim's
conversion, written twenty-four years before that night. I
asked, "Did you know Big Jim?" The man answered, "I am
Big Jim's son, and the woman who came by letter tonight is
Big Jim's daughter." I told the experience the best I could
that week in a radio mefisage and from my pulpit. A revival
broke out anew in our community, and scores of people were
saved.
Southern Baptists are laying hold of the promiscs of God by
faith today. God is blessing our efforts. Faith is the way to
victory. Let's press on and never falter in any undertaking
he places before us.
With God all things are possible and "all things are possible
to him that believeth" (Mark 9:23).
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"Laymen no longer think of themselves as an audience, but
they are beginning to consider themselves as ministers of
Jesus Christ," declared a widely known minister in a recent
statement regarding the growth of layman participation in
the work of the churches.
-

Not long ago a writer in one of the nation's leading news
magazines also testified to the increasing service which laymen render as they co-operate with their pastors in the work
of the kingdom of our Lord. After reviewing the numerical
growth of Protestant churches this writer made the following significant statement:
"This four-fold expansion cannot be dismissed as an empty
statistic. Rather, it apparently symbolizes a steady growth of
America's belief in God, and an increasing desire to participate
in the life of His churches. American church membership since
the turn of the century has increased more than twice as fast
as the population.
"But even the numerical growth has been overshadowed in
recent years by the obvious vigor of America's religious life.
If the United States is undergoing a religious revivaland there is every indication that it is-the rebirth has been
fostered by preacher and parishioner together in unprecedented co"operation to spread tho word of God.''
From these statements and from our own observations and
experience it is clearly evident that the laymen of the churches
have been and are looking, listening and acting. Yes, Mr.
Pastor, your laymen are looking and it is important to know
the direction of their gaze and the objectives of their focus.
Mr. Pastor, your laymen are looking at you as an individual,
as a friend, as a leader, as a minister, as a representative of
Christ.
These men are looking at the church with a growing sense of
its divine character and mission and an increasing appreciation of its responsibilities and opportunities, together with all
awakening convictio~i regarding their own individual place6
in the affairs of their own particular churches.
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Laymen are also looking at the big task of %iving to a lost,
confused and troubled world the saving message and healing
ministry of the world's only Saviour. They look to you, Mr.
Pastor, to lead your church and your people to full co-operation
in the far-reaching program of the denomination through
which we carry out the command and commission of our Lord.
Mr. Pastor, your laymen are looking to you for information,
inspiration and leadership. Men need to be informed, inspired
and led if they are to find and fill places of service in the work
of the kingdom. Generally speaking, these men also welcome
the leadership of a pastor who helps them discover the joy
and satisfaction of co-operation in the affairs of their churches
and denomination.
Mr. Pastor, your laymen are looking with you for ways and
means to provide the necessary resources and facilities through
which to strengthen, enlarge and make more effective the
work of the churches in everv area, at home and abroad.
We recognize that this growing realization of a sense and
spirit of partnership between pastors and laymen is fundamental in the advances which mark our work and which rejoice our hearts.
Mr. Pastor, your laymen are looking for guidance, for strength,
for reassurance. Men need and seek the right way in personal
affairs, family life and business matters. They require inward
strength to meet the daily problems of life in all areas. They
also need reassurance that there is an adequate answer to
the problems of today's world.
Mr. Pastor, your preaching and teaching ministry is helping
your laymen to find guidance, strength and reassurance as
their spiritual lives are developed and their understanding
of God's word and will made clearer.
Mr. Pastor, your laymen are looking for ideals, for challenges,
for opportunities. Although laymen may at times fall short,
all of us need and expect ideals and goals to be high, challenges to be great and opportunities to be big.
Mr. Pastor, your layrrien are looking for something different,
something positive, something unshakable. There are other
organizations that meet needs in other areas of life but the
church alone ministers to spiritual rieeds and provides a
center for worship. Laymen are looking for a positive message, one that gives definite assurance of the unshakable,
eternal varieties of truth on which they can build strong and
lasting faith. All of us realize that doubts and question marks
provide no such foundation.

Mr. Pastor, your laylnerl are looking for power, for purpose,
for positiveness. Men know that in this, the age of power,
individual strength is not sufficient for the tasks of industry.

You are helping your laymen to realize that the power of
God, available in limitless measure, is necessary to the accomplishment of the work of His kingdom. You are helping
these men to understand that the real purpose of life is to
serve and that true success is to be found in a positive approach to the opportunities we face and the problems we
encounter.
Mr. Pastor, you know, as do all of us, that some men are not
looking in the right direction and the question arises, what
about the unenlisted, the indifferent laymen who are not
looking toward the pastor and the church?

of all, they are not looking in vain. Possibly the things that
have been said so far can be summed up in this statement, men
are looking for a more complete realization of Christ in their
personal lives, in their homes, in their churches, and in their
business and social life.
It is profoundly reassuring that men are looking to their
pastors for leadership and example that will help them find
that which they need and seek. If their witness is to be clear,
strong and convincing, men must have spiritual strength and
uncompromising faith in the final certain triumph of truth and
righteousness even when the affairs of men and nations are
tangled, troubled and uncertain.

There is no easy, no ready-made answer to this heart-searching question, a question which deeply concerns the hearts of Yes, Mr. Pastor, your men are looking and what they see will
pastors and dedicated laymen alike. However, it is true that vitally affect the course of their Christian growth and exthe laymen who are facing the wrong way still look to or are perience and determine to a large extent the measure of their
largely dependent upon their pastors to help them realize the loyalty to their churches and denomination.
urgent need for an about-face which will bring them into right
The influence of a sympathetic pastor, deeply dedicated to his
relationship with their churches and their Lord.
high calling, is powerful and far-reaching. Men will seek to
It is reassuring that in the discharge of this grave responsi- reflect in their own lives the high qualities of life and characbility pastors have the co-operation and help of laymen who are ter which they see in pastors whose lives and leadership
facing up to their privileges and responsibilities in the demonstrate the spirit and passion of Christ.
churches. There are also valuable channels, such as the May it be increasingly true that laymen will no longer think
Brotherhood, Sunday school and Training Union; through of themselves as an audience, but more and more consider
which the task of enlisting the unenlisted may be carried on themselves as ministers of Jesus Christ, as they look to Him
effectively.
who redeems, transforms and commissions every one who acMr. Pastor, it is true that your laymen are looking and, best

cepts Him as Saviour and Lord.
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A minister meeting with a department of young children in
his church raised the question "Children, who made the
world?" When he got no answer from the timid little ones,
he plied the question again. One child finally piped up, "I
didn't."

of materialism, the inevitability of progress, and the sufficiency
of man.
The Bible might insist that "your adversary, the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour,"
and that, "All have sinned . . . ," and that, "The wages of
sin is death." But theological liberalism smiled to itself in a
superior and even contemptuous way. It was not going to
take such rhetoric too seriously. The conceptions of the world
as fallen, of human nature as infested with a radical taint, of
sin a vicious circle which could be broken through only by
supernatural action from outside, these were classed as outmoded fictions, and relegated to the scrap heap of an antiquated theology.

Dr. James S. Stewart, deploring this very condition in his
Warrack Lectures to young preachers in the University of
Edinborough, said, "Christianity sounded in men's ears as
good advice, rather than good news: an exhortation to be up
How we take refuge in that answer! This world is a cruel and doing, to fight the good fight, follow the gleam, not the
and wicked world. It is not the kind of world we would announcement of something which God had already done, decisively and forever. There was accordingly an inclination to
make. It has always been a bad world.
regard the preacher as the purveyor of religious homilies and
To be sure, it is a good world, too. This is proved in many ethical uplift, not the heralds of the mighty acts of God
ways; not the least -of which is our desire add effort to stay Characteristic of this whole attitude was the reduced emphasis
alive.
upon a theology
-. of atonement and redemption. Why should
man, conscious as never before in history of his own vast
But, who made the world? God made this world-"This is my
potential resources, grovel as a miserable sinner, or confess
Father's world." However, there is much in it not of his
himself immeasurably indebted to sheer unmerited grace?"
making. We cannot escape the responsibility of the world Over wide areas of the Christian world many preachers of the
with the little boy's answer. The world is what it is because
gospel have surrendered to this mood in ordeE to please their
we are what we are. We repeat in parrot fashion, "It takes
congregations. Some preachers are like tea-they lose their
all kinds of people to make a world.)' We forget that many
strength when they get in hot water! With such, God's words
are unmaking our world.
of judgment have become a soft poultice of soothing words,
As we look at our world there are many evidences that some and the theme song of many a church could be, "Where seldom
demonic power has seized upon it, and has thrown it to the is heard a discouraging word.'' From the days of Amos and
ground until it foameth at the mouth, and it pineth away Isaiah to the present, "Prophesy unto us smooth things" has
been an ever-recurring demand. The late Bishop Gore defor deliverance which may not be forthcoming.
clared, "The disease of modern preaching is its search after
It has been assigned me to speak concerning our role as Bap- popularity.'' He is a false prophet who plays down to men's
tist Christians in a world of convulsion.
craving for security when he ought to be showing them the
lightnings of God flashing about their sin.
Our first consideration has to do with our storm-tossed world.
Anyone with a beginner's knowledge of the New Testament, This rebellion of nice people against preaching that denounces
the sole and sufficient guide for the church, knows that our sin, and the same preaching that passionately calls sinners to
first task is to preach the Gospel to sinners. A new and repentance and salvation, helps to explain the origin and exliberal theology, along with the natural man's resentment istence of a liturgical service filled with dignity and reverence,
toward preaching that declares him to be a sinner and de- but with little gospel truth. We have had Baptists say to us,
nounces his sin, has almost caused a universal uprising against "I do not enjoy an evangelistic type service; I prefer an order
preaching to men as sinners. The godless philosophy of of worship that will create for me a reverie with God." The
humanism has had a terrific influence on the thinking of our issue cannot be resolved on the basis of likes and dislikes,
day and time. The great watchwords have been the adequacy but on the basis of the church's first responsibility, namely,

...

preaching the gospel to lost sinnera in a storm-tossed world.
For a traveler along the road of life, a wayfaring man, it is
a far better thing to find a road sign pointing the right way,
though it is no work of art, than a painting by Remhrandt.
The messages to lost sinners is not our only message, but it
is our first responsibility, To quote Stewart again, he asks,
"Shall I, as a Christian, be content to pursue the religious
quest as a private hobby, and to develop my own spiritual
life; or shall I concern myself personally for those outside,
and take upon my heart deliberately the whole world's need
for Christ? No man, with the New Testament in his hand,
can have a moment's hesitation. 'What I live by,' declared
Augustine, 'I impart.' "
We see an encouraging trend back toward this type of preaching today. This confident optimism in the abilities of man
has been knocked into a cocked hat. The great Tower of
Babel has crashed, and the world is littered with the wreckage
of disillusionment. Aldous Huxley confesses, "we are living
in a rather grisley morning after."
From unexpected sources we hear the plea for preachers to
fulfill the most important phase of their mission. Listen to
Dr. Luccock, professor of homilectics of Yale University
Divinity School for twenty-five years, who retired two years
ago at this time, as he addressed the young preachers of that
institution in the Lyman Beecher Lectures of 1953: The effective "communication (of the gospel) depends on the force
and heat of the preacher's passion to evangelize. It all rests
back on that. It depends on the depth of our conviction that
the words we speak are matters of life and death, and it makes
an overwhelming and eternal difference that our message be
received. Without this headlong passion, all else is futile. It
is something like the word which Barrie in What Every
Wornan Knows puts into the mouth of a Scotsman. When
asked what 'charm' in a woman is, he says, 'It is something
that if a woman has it, she doesn't need anything else, but if
she hasn't got it, nothing else will do her any good.' Now,
if a preacher has what used to be called 'the passion for souls,'
he needs a great deal else. But if he hasn't got it, nothing else
will do him any good."
Now, when Christians obey Christ's command, and go out into
the highways and hedges and constrain men to come, and
when the swank and self-satisfied turn up their nose at the
invitation, but our Lord continues to command to bring in
the halt and lame and blind, many of them will come, and
when they hear the message of salvation, many will fall at His
feet. Then we have people in our churches with a past, and
because of that past they felt their need of Him. That brings
up one of the chief criticisms of the church that we hear, THE
CHURCH HAS THE WRONG KIND OF PEOPLE IN IT.
We begin to think immediately of some that Jesus evidently envisioned as being in His church-"I am not come to
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." "The Son of
Man came to seek and save the lost." Jesus was fixed up with
sinners all His life! The only way we are going to change
this world, and bring about the brave, new world that we
want with the pleasant fruits of a regenerate society is to
repopulate the world with new people. "If any man be in

Christ, he is a new creation." There is no quicker or easier
way to make our world safe against the storms that bid fair
to destroy us.
Some straight-laced Methodists in England after the middle
of the last century were offended because William Booth, who
later founded the Salvation Army, was "filling the church with
riff raff." They were the very people Jesus went after. Certainly, we must strive just as diligently to win the up-and-out,
as we do the down-and-out. They may be of more value to
the kingdom. We must proclaim the message of salvation to
sinful peoplethe high and the low. It is a calamity when a
church is full of nice people, on a nice street, in a nice part of
town.
Consider next the application of Christian principles IN THE
PRESENT WORLD CRISIS.
What is the crisis facing our storm-tossed world to which we
refer? It is upon us to choose now between the abolition of
war and the end of the human race. What I am saying may
sound like the windy oratory of a politician or a preacher,
but the source of the assertion is the calculated opinion of the
world's most imminent scientists who are not given to windy
oratory. The Cobalt bomb forces this decision upon us. Of
this type hydrogen bomb Albert Einstein said, "If successful,
radioactive poisoning of the atmosphere, and hence annihilation of any life on earth, will have been brought within range
of possibilities." It was in early 1950 when Prof, Einstein
said that, and the Cobalt bomb, as well as the hydrogen bomb,
was merely a theoretical possibility. The successful tests at
Eniwetok in March of 1954 have brought Einstein's prophecy
into the realm of fact.
The Cobalt bomb is a hydrogen bomb of the type tested
successfully on March 1 and 26, 19M, with the principal difference in the material of the shell surrounding the active
ingredients. Instead of a shell of steel, which becomes only
mildly radioactive as it turns into a cloud of vapor, a shell
of cobalt encases the fision and fussion substances. Tests have
been made on a small laboratory scale which proved conclueively that, when Cobalt is bombarded with neutrons, it
is transformed into a deadly radioactive element, giving off
tremendously powerful gamma rays; that is, powerful radiations similar to X-Rays, 320 times more powerful than the
gamma rays given off by radium. It is obvious that such a
device can never be tested in the Pacific, or anywhere else, but
the successful tests of the ordinary hydrogen bomb a year ago
make it obvious that no such tests are necessary, Dr. William
L. Laurence, the distinguished science reporter of the New
Yorh Times, says, among other things about this dreadful
weapon, that "400 one-ton deuterium-cobalt bombs would release enough radioactivity to extinguish all life on the earth."
Little by little, more and more comes to light concerning the
aftermath of those explosions last year. It became common
knowledge the havock wrought on the "Fortunate Dragon"
some 800 miles away. We are confidently told now that "distant fall outs" of radioactive materials have been marked in
several sections of the United States, in the Midwest, in
Florida, and in the area around Washington, D. C. Dr. A. H.

Sturdevant of California feels that it will increase the probability of malignant growths. Many scientists feel that it will
have a detrimental effect on the human foetus through the
complicated grass-cattle-milk-mother-foetus
chain. This
in turn will increase the production of human mutations, or
monsters, to use the word to which some geneticists object.
Can Christianity solve the problem and set aside the crisis?
The answer is a positive yes! Christ is the answer. We, His
people, may default. We may betray Him in this crisis, but
Christ is the only answer. We may be like the rich young
ruler who asked Jesus, "What must I do?" but when he heard
the answer "went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions." It boils down to whether or not we believe that love
can be furthered and hate overcome. It teats the sincerity of
our belief in the power of love. It demands an answer to the
fundamental question of whether so-called enemies can be
converted into possible friends. It means we must diligently
pursue new approaches to world problems.

own interests, that is more dependable than a madman who
will bring the woxld down on his own head.

We openly avow our intentions of destroying Communism.
We do not believe that Communism and Christianity can coexist, but how can this be accomplished? We have been
giving all of our strength to methods that cannot succeed.
Getting as bad as the Communists simply piles up more hatred
and fear. It is dangerous to advocate trying to convert the
Communists to the Christian way. May God pity us that such
is the case.

Confidence in America, in the hearts of freedom-seeking people, will take the place of their fear of us. It will create a
climate in which world trade can thrive. In such an atmosphere a disarmament prograin might be carried out that will
really be effective. Notice I have not said anything up until
now about disarming ourselves. Maybe our weapons will hold
the Kremlin back for a while. But bombs are worse than useless to win the battle for men's minds and hearts. This has
been our blind folly, going the whole way to restrain the
enemy with bombs, and not one-tenth of the way to conquer
the enemy with Christ's weapons of love in action. We will
not win this storm-tossed world to Christianity and democracy
by trying to frighten and destroy Russia. That seems to have
been the strategy of the Pentagon. Our strategy ought to be
built by successful business men who know how they won
friends, by teachers who know how they won students, by
preachers who know how they won members, by politicians
who won voters, and by lovers who know how they won their
sweethearts. For the war that will save the world is a war of
amazing kindness.

There are some things about Russia that we cannot afford
to overlook as we think about trying to calm the storms they
help create. We know their goal of revolution in every land.
We know their goal of world revolution. We know their
goal of their control of the world under their system. We
know that they do not believe in or follow our Christian ethical
standards, that they are ruthless realists and pragmatists. We
know that whatever advances Communism for them "is right."
We know that if we could send a delegation to Moscow to
tell them that what we want is to live and let live, and for the
peoples of the world to be free, that the Russian people would
never hear the message we sent. Furthermore, we know that
our Christian missionaries would not be allowed to enter,
and if they did, they would be silenced. We have a possibility
of getting some of this accomplished in the United Nations
-possibilities that we have never fully seized upon. President
Eisenhower said not long ago, "Within the United Nations we
possess a global forum where we can plead the cause of peace
so that even the men in the Kremlin must listen." In spite of
the grim outlook for agreement, it is our continuing respondbility to offer them reasonable proposals, even while we remain firm in resisting their fuxther expansion. If, in the
"global forum" of the United Nations, we can convince Russia
that we do not plan their total destruction, they may abandon
their plan of conquering the world, rather than risk destroying
the world. The Cobalt bomb has injected a new factor into
the world situation-THEY CAN NO LONGER CAPTURE
THE WORLD WITH MILITARY MIGHT WITHOUT DESTROYING THEMSELVES WITH THE WORLD. They are
smart enough to know this. They are not mad men as Hitler
was. They are more like cool chess players calculating every
move. If they can be counted upon to do nothing against their

On the other hand, they can capture the minds and the hearts
of the world by propaganda, by posing as the champion of all
underprivileged and downtrodden of the earth. It is right at
this point of the struggle that we must engage them as Christians-striving for the minds and hearts of people to bring
them into Christianity. And how can we hope to succeed?
By practicing Christianity! I believe that we can win the
world outside the Iron Curtain by a program of unselfish helpfulness, and ask no pound of flesh in return. Let us get at
world suffering and alter the very conditions that make Communism thrive, among the starving masses who look for relief from any source. As we help them, they will hear our
message, and trace our goodness to Christ. This is the most
powerful weapon on earth, and it has the blessing of God
behind it. Then both China and Russia will see that unselfish
service is more effective than their propaganda.

We ought to take seriously the matter of world missions. We
ought to pray. Russia cannot veto that, nor some of these
other approaches to calming the storm. We all become powerful the moment we begin intercessory prayer, for we become
God's channels.
We find ourselves very close to what may be the last fork
in the road. A few miles north of the little town of Lake City
in Eastern Tennessee is a junction on Route 25. A little white
sign post marks the junction with a notable bit of printing on
it. There are two hands on it, one pointing East and the other
West. The hand pointing East says, "Four miles to Norris
Dam." The hand pointing West says, "Six miles to Oak
Ridge." Ordinary enough! But Norris Dam stands for the
most constructive and beneficient use of power the world
knows. This system of eighty-eight dams of TVA has brought
new life to wide areas, Oak Ridge is where the Atomic Bombs
were made, the most destructive use of power the world has
seen! They are just ten miles apart, separated by the choice
of a fork in the road. This is symbolic of the Crossroads of

civilization! There is another thing about that sign. Not far
away in the crossroads there is a little white church. It too
is an unintentional symbol. It is the task of our Lord's Church
to point to the road of peace, which peace can only come
through Christ, the Prince of Peace.
Lest we roam too far from home in dealing with world need,
the final word has to do with an area of tension right where
we live-IN THE FIELD OF RACE RELATIONS.
Perhaps we have saved too little time for the most timely topic
that deserves our best thought. Nowhere in the American
scene is genuine Christianity more needed than in this complex field of race relations. Since we are the largest religious
group in the Southland where the eye of the storm is located,
we are particularly responsible to give our people courageous
and Christian leadership in this matter.
Suffice it to say that anyone who seeks shelter in the Bible for
his racial prejudice or his defense of segregation takes a
position that cannot be soundly defended. Even in the Old
Testament the lines are drawn, not along racial lines, but
along religious and cultural lines. When we come to the
New Testament, and into the Christian fellowship, the basis
of unity was not racial, but rather their devotion to Christ.
They were drawn together because they loved Jesus. No

honest scholar can find gounds for racial prejudice and racial
segregation in the Bible.
There is an angle to our peaceful settlemnt of the problems
that face us in race relations that is urgent. "Do you know
the number one obstacle to Asian friendship for America?"
a Pakistani asked Chester Bowles. Then he provided the answer.
"It is racial discrimination against your own colored citizens.
If you want to win our respect and to encourage democracy
in our part of the world, you must make dramatic progress
in the next few years in establishing full equality for American
Negroes. Not only will we Asians admire you for what you
accomplish, but your own success will give us new faith that
the reforms that are so urgently needed in Asia can be achieved
through democratic means." The American Negro is a key
to our country's relationship with the awakening nations of
Asia and Africa, the crucial balance in the Cold War! Maybe
we do not care what Asia thinks of us, but we better care.
These colored people of the world compose two-thirds of the
world's population. The world situation and our responsibilities of leadership enter at this point and tell us that time is
running out! The struggle for the very survival of the free
way of doing things requires America to show that Christianity
and democratic methods can solve deep-rooted injustice quickly
and peacefully.
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THE GOD-SIDE OF SALVATION
By DOUGLAS
M. BWCH
are unknown to the reader except as the pages are turned
one by one. They are like a panormmic view in which all time
and all things are seen wholly at once. God's power, like the
life principle in a healthy body, is equally present in all parts
North Carolina Baptist Pastors' Conference and past president
of His universe at once. In like manner, as in a healthy mind
of the North Carolina state Baptist convention. Other past
there is full consciousness of all sensations throughout the
denonlinational experience includes having served as field seeretary with tklr atale mission board, Baptist State Convention
body, so in God's all-wisdom knowledge of the past, present
of North Carolina.
and future are complete. Time is real only to the' mortal and
God is immortal. Time's limitations apply only to the finite
There is an element of audacity in the very title of this mes- and God is infinite.
sage, "The God-Side of Salvation." A mortal man with his In the perfect infinite wisdom of God man's disobedience, sin,
finite mind would be presumptuous beyond measure in at- and need for salvation were fully known from all eternity. The
tempting to speak the mind of God about anything except God New Testament writers agree on the proposition that the cornhad first spoken. Fortunately for the human race God has ing of Jesus Christ-begotten of the Holy Ghost, born of the
both spoken and caused to be recorded His will and purpose Virgin Mary, living a sinless, perfect life, dying for sinners,
concerning the salvation of man. Where the Bible speaks we risen for their justification-was
all part of God's "eternal
may speak and where the Bible is silent we must be silent. purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus." That purpose
I am not one of those who believes that we can know God Paul sometimes referred to as a "mysteryy7, or as "hidden
without the Bible. God has revealed Himself in many tvays, wisdom." In 1 Corinthians 2:7 he speaks of that "hidden
but the only record of that revelation so far as the human wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory."
race is concerned is the Bible. His supreme revelation is the
Living Word. "In the beginning was the Word and the Word Luke in Acts 2:23 speaks of the crucifixion of Jesus as being
was with God and the Word was God, the same was in the in the "foreknowledge of God." Here again we get a glimpse
beginning with God .
and the Word became flesh and of that pano,ramic view of all history which lies ever out
dwelt among us." But the only record the world has of the before God, and discover on that vast: screen the Cross
of Jesus was enacted as the climactic event of all history.
LIVING WORD is the written word.
D O ~ G L AM.
S BRANCHis pastor of First Baptist Church, Rocky
Mount, N. C. He was born at Wendell, N. C., Nov. 8, 1908.
Educated at Wake Forest (N. C.) College, Branch was ordained
to the Baptist ministry in 1935. He is a past president of the
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We are not proponents of bibliolatry. But to say or infer that
men may know God through any other means than the Bibl*
nature, tradition, church or sacrament-is sheer nonsense. It
is precisely at this point-the substitution of something else
for the plain truth of Scripture--that the worst perversions
arise in religion.
Historically, when the preacher became a
priest, when the communion table became an altar, when the
ordinances became sacraments, and the prophetic message of
the Bible was silenced by the mumbling lips of priests speaking in a language unintelligible to the hungry ears and hearts
of ordinary people, the Dark Ages were as inevitable as
darkness is inevitable when all light has been extinguished.
When the Bible was loosed again and inspired preachers began reading and preaching it, an awakening was as inevitable
as light is inevitable when the sun rises in the &st.
Opinions of men and women are fine, but concerning "The
God-Side of Salvation" let the Bible speak, for "all Scripture
is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness."

I. Salvation Was in

God's E t e r d Plan.

It has been well said that there are no surprises to God. Time
and history with God are not like a book the contents of which

Romans 8:29 and following points up the whole plan of redemption from God's foreknowledge in eternity before time
was, to man's ultimate perfection in the likeness of Christ
when time will be no more. We shall have occasion to look
at this passage more closely a bit later-one of the most
interesting and glorious passages in all of Scripture.
John 3:16 has been called the "Miniature Bible." The finest
comment on John 3:16 is 2 Timothy 1:9 where Paul speaks of
God's grace as having been "given us in Christ Jesus before
the world began," and again in Titus 1:2 he states that God,
who cannot lie, that is, who by His very nature cannot promise
something without fulfilling His promise, promised us eternal
life in Jesus Christ "before the world began."
John on his lonely island prison, transported in the Spirit, saw
the panorama of history to its conclusion in the triumph of
God's eternal purpose, and he refers (chapter 13:8) to "the
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." The cross was
then not an accident nor an incident, but the expression in
time of the eternal attitude of God toward sinful man. It is
so cosmic that all people of all time-past, present, futurefind in it the beginning of life's final destiny to heaven or
to hell. "God so loved the world7'-not at any particular

time more than at any other time, and not all individuals
more than any one individual. God is our Heavenly Father.
As a father I would die to save the lives of our three children
-I could do no more. As a father I would die as quickly and
as willingly to satre the life of any one of our three childrenI could do no less.

11. The Initiative in Salvation Was and Is With God.
The Garden of Eden was God's creation. The man and
woman, sinless and perfect, were God's creation. In that perfect state these our first parents enjoyed perfect and unobstructed fellowship with God. The intimacy there was such
that one in reading the Genesis account must keep constantly
alert to the spiritual nature of that Edenic scene to avoid the
pitfalls of an anthropomorphic conception of God. Then sin
entered that beautiful scene and death (death which is aeparation from fellowship with God, as two people may live in the
same house and so far as fellowship is concerned may be,
figuratively, to each other dead) by sin, as Paul tells us.
The immediate and permanent result of sin in human experience was man's ejection from the Garden of Eden, that
is from the presence of God. Turning fearfully back toward
that Edenic paradise of perfect fellowship with God, Adam
saw the flaming sword of God's absolute holiness now outraged
by sin. Never again could man, unaided by grace, re-enter
that garden of fellowship with God or attain a standing in
righteousness before Him. Man could light his altars of sacrifice, but their smoke ascended only to the clouds. The
flaming sword of God's outraged holiness screamed "No19' to
all who sought to enter there.

Christ Jesus came to the world to save sinners." "In the fulness of time God sent forth his Son
."

..

Men talked of His coming, but they did not prepare for it.
So far at variance with God's purpose was the prevailing senti*
ment even among those who preached and taught of His coming that John wrote sadly, "He came unto His own and Hie
own received Him not." Paul observed (1 Corinthians 2:8)
"None of the powers of this world have known this wisdomif they had they would never have crucified the Lord of Glory."
If man had planned for his own salvation there never would
have been a cross in the plan of salvation; of this we may be
sure. We are witnessing now a type of promised panacea for
all human ills which, as Dean Liston Pope of Yale Divinity
School observes, leads people to the psychiatrist's couch rather
than to Gethsemane. Salvation in its initiation is not a movement from earth heavenward, but from heaven earthward.
The result of man's quest for God is the numerous religious
perversions with which our day seems uncommonly replete.
The result of God's quest for man is the cross-and the cross
means man's redemption.

Some years ago there appeared on the front cover of one of
our denominational papers a dramatic cartoon. The artist
had drawn a vast and treacherous chasm with the road of
lila leading to its very brink. As the road approached the
chasm, which represented destruction and death. There were
small roads which turned aside to the right and to the left.
Rut all these led to the bottom of the chasm and to death.
Most of the travelers took one of these roads and perished
in the chasm. A few went resolutely on, for a bridge had
been laid across the chasm in the form of a huge cross. Those
But God's love was the motivation in the creation of man, as who crossed over it arrived safely in the shining heights of the
love between husband and wife is the motivation which leads world beyond. Underneath the drawing were these words, "I
to that crowning experience of bringing children into the must needs go home by the way of the cross--there is no
world. God is represented in Scripture as embodying both other way but this." How true to life that is in our time, for
the strong, protective, and possessive love of a father and the men want to get to heaven, but they do not want to cross the
tender, entreating, comforting love of a mother. God's fatherly chasm of death on the cross of Christ. The cross is still "to
love must act in man's redemption. So "God at sundry times Jews a stumbling block, and to Greeks foolishness, but to them
and in divers manners spake in time past unto our fathers that are being saved it is the wisdom of God, and the power
by the prophets." The Old Testament with its directions for of God." It is still true that "man by his wisdom knows not
worship, its prescriptions for expiatory sacrifices, its prophetic God."'
calls to righteous living, its poetic portrayal of divine truth Moreover, the initiative in the salvation of the individual is
represents revelation-not discovery.
with God. We speak of "winning others to Christ" but Jesus
The most dazzling light from those inspired pages is that
which promised that, when in God's wisdom it should be
fitting, there would come forth from the faithful remnant of
Israel a divinely sent Saviour. No sacrifice was proper which
did not typify and symbolize the promised sacrifice which
God would provide. No prophet message was complete which
did not lift that bright strain of promise to the most prominent
place in its message. God's purpose in salvation was moving
forward in fulfillment. As the culmination of this ever-present
strain of promise in God's unfolding revelation, Jesus Christ,
God's Son, was born and the great drama of God's purpose in
grace moved to its climactic hour. God took the initiative in
salvation, for Jesus Christ proceeded from heaven to earth.
"It is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation that

said (John 6:37, 44) "All that the Father giveth me shall
come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise
cast out , No man can come to me except the Father which
hath sent me draw him; and I will raise him up at the last
day." But He said also that His cross would be like a tremendous cosmic magnet, drawing all men to Him: "And I,
if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men to myself."

. .

God uses human means to touch human beings, and without
our prayers, our sermons, our testimonies there will be many
who will not come to the Saviour. But when we have done
all there remains the essential work of the Holy Spirit bringing conviction for sin and inspiring to faith. There is the
classic story of Dwight L. Moody who on an occasion was
accosted by a reeling, reeking inebriate who said, "Why
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Mr. Moody, don't you know me? I am one f your converts."
Moody replied, "I thought you must be one of my converts,
for it doesn't lonk as if God had anything to do with it."
Have we not all had similiar impressions along the way?
We are on a church membership spree in America. We want
to get everyone to "join the church." That campaign has succeeded remarkably, for Americans are great on joining things.
About two out of each three persons of all this nation's population have their names on the rolls of the churches, sects,
and synagogues of America. The amazing thing, in contrast,
is that while church membership is at an all-time high numerically and percentagewise, the prestige of the church is at
an all-time low. There is nothing to it except be a good citizen,
practice tolerance toward others' faiths, don't let your life get
snarled from inhibitions, he a good fellow-the sort of thing
Bishop Sheen recommends for everyone--except Roman Catholics.
The New Testament sets forth the proposition that becoming
a Christian involves a tremendous upheavel, a breaking up
and a remaking, a new birth. "If any man be in Christ Jesus
he is a new creature," Our Lord indicated that God's work of
redemption proceeds as the Holy Spirit performs His ministry.
"And when he is come, he will convict the world of sin, of
righteousness, and of judgment-of
sin because they h~lievr
not on me; of righteousness, because I go to my Father arid
ye see me no mo,re; of judgment, because the prince of this
world is judged." Now look at these three things which oniv
the Holy Spirit can do. Conviction of sin. Man doesn't want
to talk about his sins. He will tell you all about his virtues.
Man likes to dote on his self-righteousness, not on his need
for the covering of God's righteousness in Jesus Christ. To
most people, as to Felix, the very thought of judgment is
repugnant. They are certain that a good God could not possibly send such good people as they are to hell regardless of
what they do with Jesus Christ, and we cannot convince them
otherwise-but the Holy Spirit can and does. He still can make
the sinnex cry out, "what must I do to be saved?"
In initiating His redemptive work for the individual, God
opens wide the door to all comers. Divine election is not a
narrowing but a widening of the door into life, It is like the
merchant who builds his store, stocks his shelves, and opens
his doors. He has "elected" every individual in the world as a
customer of his, but he can only do business with those who
pass through the open door.

111. Salvation Is Wholly of Divine Grace.

1

In redemption God acts independently of man's moral and
religious achievements. He does not act independently of
man's will, for the heart's "yes" is essential to salvation. But
God saves all men alike and with the same degree of finality.
It is as easy for God to save the harlot as it is for Him to
save the woman of virtue, It is as easy for God to save a
thief as it is for Him to save an honest man. Jesus Christ
has made cornplete atonement for sin and we get into the
Kingdom of God wholly upon the merits of Jesus Christ.
Man doesn't enter there walking upori one leg of morality

or self-righteousness,
one leg of grace; rather he
must do as Paul did, heap together all imagined moral and
spiritual attainments and throw them upon the trash heap of
a dead past, walking forth into the sunlight a new man in
Christ Jesus, by grace through faith.
We once heard the story of a man who dreamed that he died
and went to the gate of heaven. As he waited he heard the
souls of many as they winged their ways from earth, seeking
admittance there, One came telling of his philanthropic deeds,
but the gate did not open for him. One came telling of his
upright moral life, but the gate did not open for him. One
came telling of numerous acts of religious devotion, but the
gate did not open for him. Then one came singing softly as
he approached the gate of heaven, "The blood of Jesus Christ,
God's Son, cleanses us from all sin." There was a movement,
and the gates swung ajar to him.
Somewhere we read the story of a veteran of World War 1
who in a government hospital was slowly dying from the
effects of poison gas. He was irritable and unpleasant and
seemed to resent the Chaplain's efforts to help him. Finally
one day as the Chaplain talked with him he told the Chaplain
not to bother him again. The Chaplain stayed out of his room
for several days, then he canie in with some lovely flowers.
Going to the dresser in the corner of the room, turning his
back upon the bed, he began arranging the bouquet of flowers
and when he had finished he placed them by the window where
they could be plainly seen and then turned toward the sick
bed. As he turned he saw tears in the soldier's eyes. The
lips moved and the soldier said, "Oh, thank you sir, I am
passionately fond of flowers." "Yes," said the Chaplain, "God
knew that in this world we would have days of sorrow and
tirnes of suffering, so He gave us beautiful things such as
flowers and birds to brighten our days and make joyful our
ways." The sick man was silent for a while and then said,
"Chaplain, I am sorry for the way I have treated you. I
know I should trust and love God and I would like to, but I
am such a wretched sinner that I cannot believe God would
ever forgive me my sins. Chaplain, there is not a wicked thing
which men are capable of doing that I am not guilty of. If
I should write upon the walls of this room all of my sins there
would not be an inch of space left.'' "Go ahead," said the
Chaplain, "and write them there. Write them all until the
walls become a terrible catalogue of vile sins. Then over all
of them I will write in flaming letters one sentence from God's
Word, and by it I will cancel out all your sins. If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousnes," for "The blood of Jesus
Christ, God's Son, cleanses us from all sin." That day was a
day of salvation for a dying soldier in a government hospital.
God has only one plan of salvation, "For by grace are ye
saved through faith and that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God."
Finally, Salvation from God's side is complete, lacking in no
part. Romans 8:28 and following should L enough to convince all that God does not save people only in part or for an
uncertain time. "We know that all things work together for
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good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose . for whom He did foreknow He also
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His son
that He might be the first born among many brethren; moreover, whom He did predestinate them He also called and
whom He called them he also justified and whom He justified
them He also glorified; what shall we then say to these things,
if God be for us who can be against us?" What more does
God need to say, but listen, He does say more. "When Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with
Him in glory." (Col. 3:4) "And when the chief shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth
not away." (1 Peter 5:4) "Beloved, now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know
that when He shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall
see Him as He is." (1 John 3:2) "But as it is written, eye
hath not seen nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man the things that God hath prepared for those
who love Him." (1 Corinthians 2:9) "For this corruptible
must put on incorruption and this mortal must put on irnmortality." ( 1 Corinthians 15:53)

which my
I had shared from early boyhood. For
our use during the improvement program, which fortunately
occurred in summer time, Dad secured a used army tent,
and we pitched it in the yard. You can imagine with what delight and glee two boys moved into a tent to spend the summer,
and what fun we had during the warm summer months. But
fall came on and the house was not yet complete. The tent
had suffered some damage and was not as tight as formerly.
The nights became cold and chilly, and frost began to appear
mornings. There was not any heat in the tent. Then there
was a happy day when our room, large and new, with an
outside and private entrance just made for boys, was ready
for occupancy. The tent had been fun, but it was the worse
now for wear, and the chill of auturnn had replaced the thrill
of tent dwelling. We were glad, you may be sure, to move
from the tent into our room in our father's house. That was
many years ago, and first Dad, and then more recently Mother,
moved from the frayed tent of their earthly bodies into the
Father's House, There they are waiting, 1 am sure, as they
often did on earth, until the last of their numerous children
get safely home.

In 2 Corinthians 4, Paul speaks of the transiency of things seen
-things of time and place, and of the permanency of things
unseen and heavenly. Then in chapter 5 : l he paints a picture
from the pastoral life of the bedouin who dwell in tents in the
near and far east, until such time as their labors are sufficiently fruitful to enable them to build a permanent dwelling. When
that time comes the tattered tent is taken down and the
resident moves into permanent quarters. Paul says, "We know
that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens.',

God will not leave off or let up until He has completed His
redemptive purpose, "according to the eternal purpose which
He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord."

..

I recall a time during our boyhood on a North Carolina farm
when our parents decided to re-model and enlarge our ancestral and pre-civil war home. Part of the old structure was
to be removed and additions and improvements were to be
made. One of the casualties of the program was a small room

Conclusion.

The God-Side of salvation is the reverse of human dereliction
a n d sin. Where we are weak, Cod gives divine strength.
Where we are sinful, God gives divine righteousness. Where
we deserve hell, God provides a heavenly home. Where we
now live in a frail tent which within a few years will be
tattered and useless, we shall then have a house "eternal in the
heavens." "For this corruptible must put on incorruption and
this mortal must put on immortality." "Thanks be to God for
His indescribable gift." God's work must at last be perfected,
for "He who has begun a good work in us will bring it t o
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.''
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ON PRAYER
by Mrs. Clarence T. Nelson

-

The greatest untapped resource i n today's world
is in the area of prayer.
Human reeources are dissipated because too many people do not know how to tap the
pwoer of Heaven which i a limitlese.

Mental i l l n e s e , nervous frustrations, stomach ulcer^, chronic dispepsia and many
other ailments could know major healing through the power of prayer. I t could be
the greatest preventative for these sicknesses that man knows. Maybe part of the
tr uble i a that it is free,

A disciplined quiet: time with God should be a must for every Chrietian.
A "praying without ceasing", a senee of Christ's abiding Presence I s a source
of limitless strength.
W
e need to share with each other answered prayer.

Little does the world know how much prayer plays a part i n Washington l i f e . It
is running competition to the cocktail party. The White House s e t s the example
and many of the government leadera acknowledge their need for, and dependence upon

--

prayer.

Too often the obstacles for unanswered prayer are t o be found in our own hearts.
Raeentments, jealousy, selfishness block the way for God's power to flow through ua.

A nation eincerely on its knees would be our surest defence against communism.

-

9

Southern B a ~ t i s tConvention
M i a m i , ~ l o r i d a May 1955
O f f i c e of P r a s s Representative
Albert McClellan

RELZASE AT ONCE

W. M. U. OFFICERS
President

Mrs. George R. Martin

Recording Sec,

Mrs. W i l f r e d C , Tyler

EX. Sec,

Miss A l m a Hunt

Treasurer

Miss LaVenia Ned

Member at Large ( E x e c u t i v e Board)

Mrs. R. L , Mathis

Mrs. 5 . 1. Freeman

Office of Press Representative
ALBERTMCCLELLAN
Miami, Florida-1955

(NEWS COPY)

KLLEASE : Morning Papers,
Tuesday, May 17

"A PLEADING PREACHER, HOSEA''

give his life a ransom for many." We helieve that one apHIJ(:II R. UIJMI>ASi s a native of Dallas, Tex., born Jan. 7,
1905. He has been pastor of Capitol Hill Baptist Church, Oklahoma Cily, Okla., since 1944. After receiving degrees fro111
Baylor University, Waco, Tex., and southwestern Baptist
Theological Serr~inary,Fort Worth, Tex., he pastored churches
in scvcral Texas 1ot:alities before coming to Oklahoma. In
the tlenonlination, he has been president of North Texas
Training Union Convention: president of Oklahoma County,
Okla.,Baptist Pastors' Conference,, member of the Southern
Baptist Convention's Home Misvlon Board, and numerous
other committees and organizations.

Scripture-Hosea

3:1-5; 11:1, 4, 8; 13:9; 14:8.

Hosea is called one of the Minor Prophets, not because his
message is less important, but because, important though it
is, it is brief. It may be a reminder to some of us modern
preachers that to be immortal you do not need to be eternal
in your speaking.
These scriptures reveal what Dr. Clovis Chappell chooses to
call a tragedy in the parsonage. It is the story of a preacher's
broken heart and broken home. Hosea prophesied during a
period in Israel of prosperity, luxury, debauchery, and decadence. The root of their trouble was that they had forgotten
God. The Hebrew word translated "forgotten" is to 'hislay."
Jesus in Revelation accused the church in Ephesus of leaving
their first love. Hosea, a pure and faithful husband, went
about his prophetic duties with a heavy heart because his wife
was unfaithful. A baby was born to the union in the parsonage and was named "Not Loved." Later a boy was born and
he was named "None of Mine." Finally the unfaithful wife
completely leaves the prophet husband and father and the
children. Yet, he still loves her and yearns for her, though
she is unfaithful. God's people often commit spiritual adultery
before their God. James thus accuses unfaithful Christians
when he calls them 'bye adulterers and adulteresses." He is
not referring to physical adultery, but to their unfaithfulness
to God, putting things of the world before their God. When
Hosea hears that his unfaithful wife is to be sold in the white
slave market, he goes and buys her back to hirnself. Though
she has dragged his good name in the gutter, made him an
object of scorn and pity, he still loves her and seeks her and
redeems her. God is saying to his people through Hosea "you
have been unfaithful to me and yet I still love you and yearn
after you and seek you and redeem you." He says in Isaiah
"though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as
snow." Jesus went into the slave market to purchase us and
the price he paid was his own life. He said "for even the son
of man came not to be ministered unto but to minister and to

roaches the unpardonable sin when he ultimately sins against
such love as this. Jesus was constantly seeking those who were
in sin and lost. He sought and saved the woman of sin at the
well of Sychar. He saved Mary Magdalene, the thief on the
cross, and was cerciful and loving unto Peter even when
Peter lied and denied and failed Him. The wonderful thing is
that Jesus says "he that hath seen me hath seen the Father."
When we see Jesus seeking those in the depths of sin, that
is God. We cannot agree with an English theologian of a
generation back who said in his book entitled The Impassire
God, 'God is incapable of feeling suffering." That is not my
God. That is not the God revealed here in Hosea. Hosea's
denunciations were fearful, but his pleadings were tearful.
A few weeks ago in Oklahoma a woman whose brain was
liquor-soaked, tortured unmercifully her little five-year-old
nephew and finally he died of the torture wounds. Though the
child's mother was fearful in her denunciation of thr. awful
crime, she was tearful in her pleadings and love for her
sister-in-law that she might be saved from her sin of drink
and be made a new person. That was God's message ~hrougli
Hosea. Though we have sinned and though our sins nailed
Jesus to the cross, God loves us and seeks us to save us. We
preachers as well as our laymen today need a deeper passion
like that of Hosea and Hosea's God for a lost and sinning
world. Sorneone has said "the lost passion is the passion for
the lost."
I believe that passion will be kindled if we can get two
visions, One vision is the vision of hell and the awfulness of
sin and the fact that souls are really lost in sin without Christ.
Do you know what made William Booth a passionate soulwinner and the founder of the Salvation Army? He heard an
infidel in a lecture say, "if I really believed what you Christian people pretend to believe, I would not rest day nor night
telling men and women about Jesus.') The New Testament
church in the book of Acts was aflarrie and compassionate
toward souls until of them they said "these men are drunk."
Does anybody suggest that we are drunk when they see our
burning passion that drives us after the lost? Finney was
willing to he blotted out that hc might bring men to Jesus.
Moody was moved with this passion. Of Spurgeon it was said
that every seat in the London tabernacle had witnessed a conversion. It was said that Whitfield could pronounce the word
"Mesopotamia7' and break the hearts of his hearers and bring
tears. He had a compassionate heart. A few years ago in a
revival meeting in a town in Oklahoma, the pastor for whom
we were holding the meeting pled with some of his men to
see a certain lost man in the town but the men neglected to go,
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evidently not realizing the man was really lost and what it
meant to be dead in sin and to die and go to hell. During the
revival the man drowned and men helped for days and nights
without ceasing, dragging the lake, searching for the drowned
1)ody. They realized that he was dead and that his body was
lost. As we walked by his casket we thought oh, if only the
men of the church had realized that this man was really lost
as they realized that he was really dead now and as they
searched for his body in the lake days and nights before. The
other vision that we believe will stir a passion like that of
Hosea in our hearts is the vision of the fact that Jesus cannot
only forgive sins, but change the lives of men. While in a
revival in Miami, Oklahoma, we met a man who was called
by the Assistant Attorney General of the State and by many
others, the worst man in East Oklahoma. He had bootlegging
operators and dope peddlers operating under him and a whole
catalog of sin to his name. To make the story short, this marl
was converted when visited about giving his heart to Jesus

and professed and wa: baptized and has led many other men
to Christ. We have a letter from a man in the county stating
that crime had become so rampant that they had demanded in
a Law and Order League a g a n d jury investigation of crime.
But he states in the letter that since the conversion of this one
man, crime has so abated that they have withdrawn their petition. Our hope of a new world is new men and women in the
world. If we can only realize that our Christ can make then1
new men and women and that we are his only witnesses. In
the last generation it was said that there were two preachers;
one of whom when he preached the people went out saying
"isn't he a wonderful preacher, a great orator, such gesticulations, such articulations, and homiletics!" and when the other
preacher preached the people didn't say much of anything
about the preacher but as they left the meetings they said
with tear-filled eyes, "isn't Jesus a wonderful Saviour!" I want
to be that second, compassionate, soul-seeking, soul-winning,
Christ-honoring preacher. Don't You? God help us to be,

