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PAC, B J C  Told: 
'Work I t  Out' 

yc co 
By Marv Knox 

NASHVILLE (BPI--The Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention Executive Committee has dec l ined  t o  a c t  on a 
proposa l  t h a t  would d i s s o l v e  SBC i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and f i n a n c i a l  t i e s  t o  t h e  Washington-based B a p t i s t  
J o i n t  Committee on  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s .  

The Execut ive  Committee a l s o  recommended t h e  SBC reduce i t s  annual c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  
B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee budget  by $48,400. But i t  a l l o c a t e d  budget i n c r e a s e s  to, two SBC e n t i t i e s  
t h a t  a r e  s t e p p i n g  up  t h e i r  Washington p r o f i l e s .  

The d i s s o l u t i o n / f u n d i n g  i s s u e  culminated l a s t  f a l l ,  when t h e  SBC P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee, a 
s t and ing  committee of  t h e  convent ion  t h a t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  BJC, voted 8-4 t o  seek t h e  s p l i t .  The 
PAC a l s o  r eques t ed  $485,200 t o  fund i t s e l f  a s  t he  SBC agency " t o  dea l  wi th  F i r s t  Amendment and 
r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  i s sues . "  Both measures r e q u i r e  Executive Committee approval  t o  be presented t o  
t h e  f u l l  convention.  

Recent r e l a t i o n s  have been stormy between Southern  B a p t i s t s  and t h e  BJC, a r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  comprised of  n ine  B a p t i s t  conventions.  De t r ac to r s  have s a i d  t h e  BJC i s  too l i b e r a l ,  
f a u l t i n g  i t  f o r  no t  suppor t i ng  school -prayer  and an t i - abo r t i on  amendments. They have c a l l e d  f o r  
t h e  SBC t o  defund t h e  BJC, c u t t i n g  o f f  SBC annual con t r ibu t ions  of about $450,000. 

Consequently,  t h e  SBC/BJC r e l a t i o n s h i p  has been t h e  focus of two Executive Committee s t u d i e s  
i n  t h e  p a s t  two years .  

A f a c t - f i n d i n g  committee r e p o r t  t o  t h e  SBC l a s t  summer suggested membership of t he  PAC -- 
t h e  SBC's d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  B J C  -- be r e s t r u c t u r e d .  That sugges t ion  was approved, i nc reas ing  the  
SBC's r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on t h e  54-member B J C  from 15 t o  18 members and inc reas ing  t h e  a t - l a r g e  
membership of  t h a t  group from f i v e  t o  12. 

The f a c t - f i n d i n g  committee r e p o r t  a l s o  empowered t h e  PAC t o  a c t  on SBC motions and 
r e s o l u t i o n s  upon which t h e  BJC cannot  and/or  does no t  support .  

However, q u e s t i o n s  of f i n a n c e s  su r f aced  when t h e  r e s t r u c t u r e d  PAC first met i n  August. 
P a r t i c i p a n t s  asked two primary ques t ions :  Is the  BJC' s Southern B a p t i s t  budget a l l o c a t i o n  t o  be 
channeled through t h e  PAC, w i t h  t h e  PAC having d i s c r e t i o n  concerning how much goes t o  t h e  BJC and 
how much i t  keeps f o r  its own needs? And i f  t h e  PAC has no d i s c r e t i o n  ove r  BJC funds, does t h e  
PAC have a c c e s s  t o  o t h e r  funds t o  suppor t  its newly expanded func t ions?  

Those q u e s t i o n s  prompted t h e  Execu t ive  Committee, which met i n  September, t o  c r e a t e  a second 
s tudy  committee t o  cons ide r  t h e  f i n a n c i a 1  i s sue .  

But  i n  October  PAC members expressed  f r u s t r a t i o n  with t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  be accountable t o  t h e  
SBC. They met wi th  t h e  f u l l  BJC, which denied  t h e  PAC independent acces s  t o  s t a f f  
correspondence,  i t emized  expense accoun t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  yea r s  and s t a f f  in te rv iews .  
Subsequent ly ,  t h e  PAC reconvened and r eques t ed  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of t i e s .  

When t h e  Execut ive  Committee met Feb. 22-24 i n  Nashv i l l e ,  t h e  funding i s s u e  sur faced  first.  
The committee approved a fou r -pa r t  recommendation that noted: 

-- The f a c t - f i n d i n g  committeet s r e p o r t  d id  no t  call f o r ,  no r  p r o h i b i t ,  a change i n  t h e  
funding  procedure through which SBC funds  a r e  s e n t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  BJC. 

--more-- 
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-- The PAC, a s  an SBC s t a n d i n g  committee, should r e q u e s t  i ts  own funds by fol lowing t h e  
s t anda rd  t h r e e - p a r t  procedure t h a t  a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  SBC e n t i t i e s .  

-- The SBC t r e a s u r e r  should  con t inue  t o  send t h e  BJCf s funds d i r e c t l y  t o  t h a t  agency du r ing  
t h e  1987-88 f i s c a l  year .  

-- The BJC should make i t s  SBC budget  r eques t s ,  as  adopted by t h e  f u l l  committee o r  i ts  
execu t ive  committee, through t h e  PAC t o  t h e  Executive Committee. The procedure i nc ludes  t h e  
unders tanding  t h a t  t h e  Execut ive  Committee and i ts  budget subcommittee may r e q u e s t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  PAC and t h e  B J C  t o  provide budgeting informat ion  and t h a t  t h e  PAC would 
be f r e e  t o  make recommendations concern ing  t h e  r e q u e s t s ,  based on t h e  PAC's perspec t ive .  

L a t e r ,  t h e  Execut ive  Committee cons idered  t h e  PAC's d i s s o l u t i o n  reques t .  The o r i g i n a l  
motion would have put  t h e  i s s u e  t o  a v o t e  o f  messengers t o  t h e  SBC annual meeting t h i s  summer. 

But opponents of  t h a t  measure s a i d  t h e  PAC and BJC had n o t  had time t o  reso lve  t h e i r  
s i t u a t i o n .  They c i t e d  t h e  work o f  t h e  two s t u d y  committees and no ted ,  f o r  example, t h a t  t h e  
funding i s s u e  had been r e so lved  o n l y  hour s  e a r l i e r .  

James E. Baucom of  M a r t i n s v i l l e ,  Va., and Frank C. Ingraham of  Nashvi l le  d r a f t e d  t h e  
s u b s t i t u t e  motion t h a t  p r eva i l ed .  I t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  work o f  t h e  s tudy  committees and no ted ,  
"There has  no t  been adequate  t ime f o r  implementat ion and eva lua t ion  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  
changes c a l l e d  f o r  i n  t h e s e  s tud i e s . "  

I t  concluded t h e  "Executive Committee r e f r a i n s  from any f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  pe r t a in ing  t o  t h i s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  ." 

Speaking t o  t h e  motion, John C .  Cothran o f  Greenv i l l e ,  S.C., s a i d ,  "They need t o  work 
together . l f  He was echoed by SBC P r e s i d e n t  Adrian P. Rogers of Memphis, Tenn., who said t h e  a c t i o n  
s a y s  t o  t h e  PAC and t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee: "Let 's  g ive  i t  time. . . . Work i t  out." 

Those s en t imen t s  su r f aced  a g a i n ,  when t h e  Executive Committee d iscussed  p o t e n t i a l  changes i n  
t h e  p o l i c y  r e g u l a t i n g  e x h i b i t o r s  a t  t h e  SBC annual  meeting. According t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  an 
e n t i t y  such  a s  t h e  BJC t h a t  i s  not  e x c l u s i v e l y  Southern B a p t i s t  cannot  be an e x h i b i t o r  u n l e s s  t h e  
e x c l u s i v e l y  SBC e n t i t y  t h a t  performs t h e  same type  o f  work r a t i f i e s  t he  e x h i b i t  reques t .  

P rev ious ly ,  t h e  BJC has  e x h i b i t e d  under t h e  ausp i ces  of t he  PAC. Un t i l  t h i s  yea r ,  PAC 
approval  has  n o t  been a q u e s t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  PAC had only func t ioned  as the  SBC cont ingent  t o  t h e  
BJC. However, t h e  newly r e v i s e d  PAC has  been more autonomous and t o  d a t e  has not  approved t h e  
BJC1 s e x h i b i t  r eques t .  

An amendment by Ann M .  Smith of  Greensboro, N.C., t o  make an except ion  f o r  t h e  B J C  f a i l e d  
18-40. Rogers c a l l e d  t h e  amendment n P a n d o r a f s  box." Noting one except ion  t o  t h e  r u l e s  would l e a d  
more excep t ions ,  he s a i d ,  "There a r e  o t h e r s  who have e n t i t i e s  they 'd l i k e  t o  include." 

Rogers e a r l i e r  "came t o  ou r  rescue ,"  when a subcommittee d iscussed  a s i m i l a r  except ion  f o r  
t h e  BJC,  s a i d  G.  Nelson Duke o f  J e f f e r s o n  C i t y ,  Mo. He repo r t ed  Rogers had suggested c o n t a c t i n g  
PAC l e a d e r s  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t hey  a l l ow t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee t o  exh ib i t .  "1 cannot  a s s u r e  
anyth ing .  We w i l l  on ly  appea l  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee," Rogers s a i d .  

The BJC d i d  n o t  f a r e  s o  w e l l  i n  budget cons ide ra t i ons .  The Executive Committee voted t o  
recommend t h e  SBC reduce i t s  annual  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  BJC budget from t h e  c u r r e n t  $448,400 t o  
$400,000 f o r  t h e  1988-89 f i s c a l  yea r .  The change r e p r e s e n t s  a 10.79 percent  reduct ion .  

The d e c i s i o n  was p a r t  of t h e  Execut ive  Committeer s recommendation for a l l o c a t i o n s  of the  
1988-89 SBC Cooperat ive Program u n i f i e d  budget. The Cooperat ive Program funds a v a r i e t y  of SBC 
miss ionary ,  e v a n g e l i s  t i c  and e d u c a t i o n a l  m i n i s t r i e s  worldwide. 

When t h e  budget was d i scus sed ,  John S u l l i v a n  of Shrevepor t ,  La., asked why the BJC 
a l l o c a t i o n  was reduced. Cothran,  who c h a i r e d  t h e  budget subcommittee, s a i d ,  " In  t h e  wisdom of 
t h e  committee, i n  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  funds  t o  g i v e  t o  o t h e r  needs . . . we needed t o  take  some away." 

--more-- 
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"The committee d i d n ' t  have any concept t h a t  we were taking money from one place and giving 
i t  t o  another,ll  s a i d  William F. Har re l l  of Martinez, Ga, "We were s t a r t i n g  from ground zero." 

Furthermore, the  B J C  reduct ion i s  cons i s t en t  with the  fact-f inding committee's determination 
t h a t  the  B J C f  s other  member denominations should carry  more of a load,  s a i d  Paul F ress le r  of 
Houston. The Cooperative Program provides 70.26 percent of the current  BJC budget. It  is  s e t  t o  
provide 59.69 percent  of the  1988-89 budget. 

Ingraham moved t o  amend the  budget t o  r e s t o r e  the  $48,400 t o  the  BJC by taking t h a t  amount 
propor t ionate ly  from e i g h t  o the r  Cooperative Program rec ip ien t s .  He noted severa l  Bap t i s t  s t a t e  
conventions had threatened t o  a l t e r  t h e i r  Cooperative Program contr ibut ions  if the BJC budget 
were cu t  and p red ic ted ,  111 t h ink  welre  going t o  l o s e  i n  excess of $48,1100 i n  cooperative money." 

H i s  amendment f a i l e d ,  15-42, and the  o r i g i n a l  budget recommendation passed. Although 
Cothran and o t h e r s  noted the  "ground zero1' na ture  of the  budgeting process prevents d i r e c t  l i n k s  
between one e n t i t y f . s  ga in  and ano the r ' s  l o s s ,  severa l  Executive Committee members noted 
s i g n i f i c a n t  inc reases  went t o  the  two organizat ions  t h a t  a r e  stepping up t h e i r  Washington 
operations.  

The PAC, which previously was funded only f o r  one meeting a year and t h i s  year received 
funds f o r  an add i t iona l  meeting, was marked t o  g e t  an addi t ional  $24,200. That amount i s  t o  fund 
PAC meetings, a q u a r t e r l y  news le t t e r  and a na t iona l  public a f f a i r s  conference. 

And t h e  SBC Chr i s t i an  L i f e  Commission, which l a s t  f a l l  approved "an expanded presence i n  
Washingtonn t o  address moral concerns, received a $65,050, o r  8.18 percent ,  increase.  The 
average Cooperative Program inc rease  i s  4.25 percent.  

I n  a f i n a l  PAC/BJC-related a c t i o n ,  t h e  Executive Committee c i t e d  a 1976 SBC act ion and 
" t r a d i t i o n  long honored by Southern Bap t i s t sn  i n  affirming the convention1 s posi t ion of "non- 
endorsement of candidates  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  off  i c e  ." 

That a c t i o n  was taken i n  response t o  a PAC vote  l a s t  summer t o  endorse Robert H.  Bark f o r  
Senate appointment t o  t h e  U .S. Supreme Court. 

A s  o r i g i n a l l y  worded, the  a c t i o n  would have affirmed lfnon-endorsement of candidates f o r  
p o l i t i c a l  o r  appointive o f f  i c e  .ll But members voted 36-17 i n  favor of P r e s s l e r l  s amendment t o  
s t r i k e  "or appoint iven from the motion. 
P*******t***P** **%****tt****** **t**Pt******* 

PAC, B J C  Leaders 
Respond To Actions 

p-co 
Ry Marv Knox 

B a p t i s t  Press  
2/26/88 

NASHVILLE (BP)--Leaders of two B a p t i s t  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  organizations looked t o  the  f u t u r e  
as they responded t o  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention Executive Committee ac t ions  a f fec t ing  them. 

Samuel T.  Curr in ,  chairman of the  Southern Bap t i s t  Publ ic  Af fa i r s  Committee, reacted t o  news 
the Executive Committee had denied a PAC request  f o r  t h e  SBC t o  d issolve  i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and 
f i n a n c i a l  t i e s  t o  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee on Public Affai rs .  

James M. Dunn, execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of the B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee, reacted t o  an Executive 
Committee vote  t o  reduce the  SBC1 s annual contr ibut ion t o  the BJC by $48,400. 

The BJC is  a Washington-based r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  organization comprised of nine Bapt is t  
denominations, inc luding the  SBC. The PAC is  the SBC1s delegation t o  the  BJC and also I s  
empowered t o  a c t  on SBC motions and r e s o l u t i o n s  upon which the  BJC cannot and/or does not 
support .  

Las t  October, PAC members expressed f r u s t r a t i o n  with t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  be accountable t o  t h e  
SBC f o r  t h e  work of the BJC. When t h e  BJC denied them access t o  s t a f f  correspondence, itemized 
expense accounts f o r  the  p a s t  f i v e  years  and s t a f f  interviews,  they voted 8-4 t o  request  the , 
d i s s o l u t i o n  of t i e s .  

--more-- 
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C But when t h e  met Feb. 22-24 i n  N a s h v i l  it approved a recommendation 
t h a t  c i t e d  two r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  SBC/BJC r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The recommendation no ted  l a c k  of  
l tadequate  t i m e  f o r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  and e v a l u a t i o n n  of changes brought  about  by t h e  s t u d i e s .  And 
i t  s a i d  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Committee " r e f r a i n s  from any f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  
r e l a t i ~ n s h i p . ~ ~  

C u r r i n  t o l d  B a p t i s t  P r e s s :  "1 c e r t a i n l y  have no  problem w i t h  t h a t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  l i g h t  of 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  have  p r o v i d e d  u s  w i t h  some a d d i t i o n a l  funds ($24,200) and reduced f u n d i n g  f o r  
t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee. I f e e l  we ' re  on t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k .  

111 t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  s t r o n g  m a j o r i t y  s e n t i m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Convent ion f o r  t h e  
P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee t o  r e p r e s e n t  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  on c h u r c h - s t a t e  i s s u e s .  But we ought  t o  
t a k e  o u r  time a b o u t  how we go a b o u t  making t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  changes. 

"We're o n  t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k .  The E x e c u t i v e  Committee has  i m p l i c i t l y  s t a t e d  t h e y ' r e  g i v i n g  t h e  
P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee i n c r e a s i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  SBC on c h u r c h - s t a t e  i s s u e s . "  

Dunn app lauded  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Commi t t e e l  s d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  recommend d i s s o l v i n g  SBC/BJC t i e s .  
"The E x e c u t i v e  Committee r i g h t l y  r e j e c t e d  t h e  a p p e a l  of t h e  PAC t o  recommend defunding t h e  B J C  
and d i s a f f i l i a t i n g , "  he s a i d .  

However, h e  e x p r e s s e d  r e g r e t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  budget:  "The d e c i s i o n  t o  c u t  $48,400 
( 10.79 p e r c e n t )  from t h i s  y e a r ' s  budge t  l e v e l  p l a c e s  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee i n  an  e x t r e m e l y  
d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n .  S i n c e  96 p e r c e n t  of t h e  BJC budget  i s  f i x e d  expenses ,  and t h e  nine-member 
s t a f f  i n c l u d e s  t h e  Washington b u r e a u  o f  B a p t i s t  P r e s s ,  t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  magazine, "Report  from 
t h e  C a p i t a l , "  and t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  counse l ,  t h e  c h o i c e  we f a c e  i s  d i s m i s s i n g  s t a f f  o r  
r e l y i n g  upon commitments from c o n v e n t i o n s ,  churches  and o t h e r  sources ."  

I n d e e d ,  t h e  BJC a p p a r e n t l y  i s  c o u n t i n g  o n  h e l p  from t h i s  s e c t o r .  According t o  documents 
p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Committee,  1988-99 a n t i c i p a t e d  revenue from " s t a t e  c o n v e n t i o n s  and 
o t h e r  s o u r c e s "  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  be $103,600. Tha t  amount i s  a  g a i n  o f  $69,600, o r  204.7 p e r c e n t ,  
o v e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  budge t .  

"We must  depend upon t h o s e  who have a deep b e l i e f  i n  t h e  j o i n t n e s s  o f  t h e  work w i t h  e i g h t  
o t h e r  c o n v e n t i o n s  and t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  of t h i s  s h a r e d  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  B a p t i s t  way r e g a r d i n g  
r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  and i t s  , c o r o l l a r y ,  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  church  and s t a t e , "  Dunn s a i d .  

I n  y e t  a n o t h e r  m a t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  BJC and t h e  PAC, t h e  Execu t ive  Committee s a i d  t h e  BJC 
must gain PAC a p p r o v a l  i n  o r d e r  t o  have an  e x h i b i t  a t  t h e  SBC annua l  meeting t h i s  summer. 

The BJC is  i n e l i g i b l e  on i ts  own, s i n c e  i t  i s  n o t  e x c l u s i v e l y  Southern  B a p t i s t .  But i t  can  
have a b o o t h  i f  i t  g e t s  a p p r o v a l  from t h e  PAC, which is e x c l u s i v e l y  Southern  B a p t i s t  and 
p a r a l l e l s  t h e  BJC's r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  ass ignment .  

E x e c u t i v e  Committee members d e c l i n e d  t o  make an e x c e p t i o n  f o r  t h e  BJC, b u t  s e v e r a l  of them 
s u g g e s t e d  t h e  PAC be r e q u e s t e d  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  BJC i n  t h e  m a t t e r .  

C u r r i n  l a t e r  r e p o r t e d  t h e  PAC "is d e f i n i t e l y  g o i n g  t o  have an  e x h i b i t t 1  but s a i d  t h e  PAC i s  
more l i k e l y  t o  s h a r e  s p a c e  t h a n  g r a n t  t h e  BJC its own e x h i b i t .  

111 would want t o  check w i t h  my o f f i c e r s ,  b u t  my p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g  is t h a t  t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  
Committee s h o u l d  s h a r e  a b o o t h  w i t h  t h e  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee," he said.  "I would w a i t  t o  
h e a r  from t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee concern ing  what t h e y  have i n  mind. I would work w i t h  
them. 

"S ince  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  agency, I would f e e l  i t  is  more a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h e y  
s h a r e .  

"The P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee would want a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  t h e y  would n o t  u s e  t h e  b o o t h  t o  
a d v o c a t e  any  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  mainstream o f  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  thought  o r  t h a t  t h e y  
would c r i t i c i z e  t h e  SBC o r  p o s i t i o n s  t a k e n  by t h e  SBC." 

--3o-- 
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Statement  Of B e l i e f s  By Dan Mar t in  

NASHVILLE (BPI--The c u r r e n t  p r e s i d e n t  and two former p re s iden t s  of t he  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention met wi th  news media Feb. 24 t o  "make a  c l e a r  s tatement"  about themselves. 

"There have been s o  many mis s t a t emen t s  a s  t o  who w e  a r e ,  what we be l i eve  and who speaks  f o r  
u s ,  t h a t  we f e l t  we needed t o  make a c l e a r  s ta tement ,  one  more time," s a i d  Adrian P. Rogers, 
p a s t o r  of Bel levue  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Memphis, Tenn., and c u r r e n t  SBC p re s iden t .  

J o i n i n g  Rogers i n  t h e  news conference  were James T.  Draper Jr., p a s t o r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  
Church of  E u l e s s ,  Texas,  p r e s i d e n t  1982-84, and Bailey E. Smith, an  A t l a n t a  e v a n g e l i s t ,  p r e s i d e n t  
1980-82. Rogers s a i d  Cha r l e s  F.  S t a n l e y ,  p a s t o r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of A t l an t a ,  p r e s i d e n t  
1984-86, a g r e e s  wi th  t h e  s t a t emen t  and wished t o  be p re sen t  bu t  i s  ill. . 

On s e v e r a l  occas ions  du r ing  t h e  hour-long meeting, Rogers r e f e r r e d  t o  "o thers  who have been 
speaking f o r  us ,"  and s a i d ,  "We have f a i l e d  t o  s ay  who we a r e  as a  group ... we f e l t  we must s ay  
what makes our  h e a r t s  b e a t ,  who we are and what we r e a l l y ,  really want f o r  t h e  SBC." 

Rogers r ead  a s t a t emen t  agreed  t o  by t h e  f o u r  p r e s i d e n t s ,  e n t i t l e d  "A Conservative Southern  
B a p t i s t  Aff i rmat ion ,"  which inc luded  n i n e  a f f i rma t ions ,  s i x  "prayer fu l  d e s i r e s n  and f i v e  goa l s .  

P r i o r  t o  reading  t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  which Rogers s a i d  "has been on my h e a r t  f o r  a  long t ime,"  he 
s a i d :  '!So many o t h e r s  have been speaking  f o r  us t h a t  I want t o  s a y  c l e a r l y  what t h e  i s s u e s  ( i n  
t h e  SBC) a r e  n o t .  

"The i s s u e  i s  not  J .  Frank N o r r i s  Fundamentalism. There is a  v a s t  d i f f e r ence  between J .  
Frank N o r r i s  (an ea r ly  20 th  cen tu ry  Fundamenta l i s t  l e a d e r )  and t h o s e  of  us who work i n s i d e  t h e  
SBC, who suppor t  t h e  convent ion  w i t h  ou r  l i v e s  and our  money." He s a i d  he does not  answer t o  t h e  
name l l fundamental is t , lv  s i n c e  t h e  "word has  been i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  extremism," and reques ted  i f  
anyone "has t o  c a l l  me any th ing ,  l e t  them c a l l  me a  Bib le-be l iev ing  Chr is t ian ."  

The conse rva t ive  movement i n  t h e  SBC, he s a i d ,  "is not  a p a r t  of t he  New Right s e c u l a r  
p o l i t i c s  adding e d i t o r i a l s  and news s p e c i a l s  "more and more seem t o  i n f e r  t h a t  what mot iva tes  
us  i s  some k ind  o f  p o l i t i c a l  agenda g e n e r a l l y  c a l l e d  New Right p o l i t i c s . "  

He added: "The i s s u e  i s  n o t  some p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  S c r i p t u r e  such a s  
p remi l l enn ia l i sm o r  Calvinism. We have been accused of t r y i n g  t o  impose on t h e  convention a  
p a r t i c u l a r  type  of  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  But t h i s  i s  not  a ma t t e r  of some p a r t i c u l a r  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  S c r i p t u r e  b u t  r a t h e r  what S c r i p t u r e  is  of i t s e l f . "  

Rogers s a i d  t h e  " i s s u e  is  no t  an a t tempt  t o  fo rce  o u r  views on someone else. We cou ldn ' t  i f  
we would and we wouldnt t i f  we could.  We be l i eve  i n  the t o t a l  freedom of a l l  5 b i l l i o n  people on 
e a r t h  i n  m a t t e r s  of r e l i g i o n  and f a i t h .  I w i l l  f i g h t  wi th  a l l  of my body, s o u l ,  mind and s p i r i t  
any a t t empt  t o  impose any r e l i g i o u s  view on anybody. Period." 

Rogers a l s o  s a i d :  "Sometimes we have been c a r i c a t u r e d  a s  being anti-women. I guarantee  
t h a t  i s  no t  t r u e .  The i s s u e s  have been skewed." 

f l e  a l s o  noted some have s a i d  he and t h e  o t h e r  p re s iden t s  be l i eve  i n  "state-mandated prayer .  
I donf t b e l i e v e  i n  mandated p raye r  i n  t h e  Sunday school ,  much l e s s  i n  t h e  pub l i c  school .  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  anybody, anywhere, should  be f o r c e d  t o  pray. But I do be l i eve  i t  i s  the  r i g h t  of every 
f ree-born  American t o  pray anywhere he we l l  pleases." 

Rogers s a i d ,  "Anybody who s a y s  we f a v o r  state-mandated prayer  as i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  as a group 
is e i t h e r  i g n o r a n t  o r  d i s h o n e s t  ." 

I n  t h e  w r i t t e n  s t a t emen t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  say they  "be l ieve  t h a t  t h i s  s ta tement  i s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t he  h e a r t b e a t  of most conserva t ive  Southern Bapt i s t s . "  I t  goes an t o  say t h a t  
"as  l e a d e r s  e l e c t e d  by Southern  B a p t i s t s ,  we s i n c e r e l y  f e e l  t h a t  we should n o t  and could n o t  
appo in t  anyone t o  p o s i t i o n s  of l e a d e r s h i p  who does no t  embrace t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  ou t l i ned  herein."  

--more-- 
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Two of t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n s  r e l a t e  t o  b i b l i c a l  inerrancy.  The f i r s t  s a y s  t he  p r e s i d e n t s  " a f f i rm  
t h e  B a p t i s t  r i g h t  t o  s e t  parameters  f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and agencies  which a r e  supported by 
Bapt i s t s . l l  I t  no te s  t hey  llaf f i r m  d o c t r i n a l  un i ty  i n  func t iona l  d i v e r s i t y  .ll 

The second a g r e e s  w i th  and a f f i r m s  A r t i c l e  One of  t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message Statement  of 
963 on t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  " a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  . . . as meaning the iner rancy  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  autographs." 
t a l s o  a f f i r m s  t h e  G l o r i e t a  S t a t emen t  of t he  p re s iden t s  of t he  s i x  SBC seminar ies ,  " t h a t  t h e  

B i b l e  * i s  no t  e r r a n t  i n  any a r e a  of r e a l i t y . ' l l  Also, t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  a f f i rm  the  woverwhelmingly 
adoptedH SBC Peace Committee r e p o r t  " inc lud ing  t h e  d e l i n e a t i o n  of t h e  n a t u r e  and e x t e n t  of our  
confidence i n  t h e  accuracy  and a u t h o r i t y  of  t he  Bible." 

The s t a t emen t  a l s o  a f f i r m s  evangel ism, t h e  cooperat ive method o f  world missions and t h e  
autonomy o f  t h e  l o c a l  church.  

One a f f i r m a t i o n  says :  "We a f f i r m  t h e  s epa ra t ion  o f  t he  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t he  church and t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  We b e l i e v e ,  however, i n  t h e  i n s e p a r a b i l i t y  o i  r e l i g i o u s  conv ic t i ons  
and p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  such  as a b o r t i o n ,  gambling and pornography." 

Another s a y s ,  "We b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and agencies  of t he  SBC a s  they understand 
and :comply wi th  t h e  b e l i e f s  enunc ia t ed  above and a s  they r e spec t  l o c a l  church a u t o n ~ m y . ~  

Another adds: "We b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  pr ies thood o f  every t r u e  b e l i e v e r ,  t h e  competency of  each 
i n d i v i d u a l  t o  know and expe r i ence  God f o r  himself and t h e  a b s o l u t e  freedom of r e l i g i o n  f o r  a l l  
people.  We recognize  no o f f i c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  between Lai ty  and c l e rgy  whi le  a t  t h e  same time 
recogniz ing  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  c a l l  of God t o  t h e  ministry."  

An a f f i r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r i e s thood  of t he  b e l i e v e r  notes  t he  p re s iden t s  " a f f i rm  t h a t  
t h i s  che r i shed  b e l i e f  ... g u a r a n t e e s  a c c e s s  of a l l  men t o  God through t h e  blood of  C h r i s t  
app rop r i a t ed  i n  f a i t h .  We f u r t h e r  a f f i r m  t h a t  the  same doc t r ine  underscores the  C h r i s t i a n 1  s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  i n t e r c e s s o r y  p raye r  and witnessing.  We a l s o  affirm t h a t  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h i s  
p r ec ious  d o c t r i n e  as l i c e n s e  t o  b e l i e v e  anyth ing  and s t i l l  be considered a B a p t i s t  i s  t o  
misconstrue t h i s  l i b e r t y  a l t o g e t h e r . "  

The f i n a l  a f f i r m a t i o n  s a y s  J e s u s  C h r i s t  "is the  c e n t e r  of a l l  f a i t h , "  and adds,  "There i s  no 
s a l v a t i o n  o u t s i d e  of f a i t h  i n  Chr i s t , l l  

The p r e s i d e n t s  s a y  one  o f  t h e i r  "p raye r fu l  d e s i r e s w  is  " f o r  the i n s t i t u t i o n s  and agenc i e s  
... t o  work and t each  i n  accord  w i t h  t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Messagen s ta tement  e s p e c i a l l y  
concerning t h e  a r t i c l e  on S c r i p t u r e .  

A " f u r t h e r  p raye r fu l  d e s i r e  i s  t h a t  nothing w i l l  eve r  be done i n t e n t i o n a l l y  i n  and by t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  and agencf e s  . . . t o  shake anyone1 s confidence i n  t h e  f u l l  r e l i a b i l i t y  and 
i n f a l l i b i l i t y  of  t h e  Bible."  

The p r e s i d e n t s  also s a y  t h e y  d e s i r e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and agencies  t o  "recognize l o c a l  church 
autonomy i n  f a c t ,  as we l l  as i n  t heo ry  ," and add a d e s i r e  i s  f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and agenc i e s  t o  
emphasize and prepare  t h e  convent ion  " f o r  t h e  t a sk  f o r  worldwide evangelism .ll 

The p r e s i d e n t s  a l s o  l l p r a y e r f u l l y  d e s i r e  .. . f a i r  and balanced t r ea tmen t  i n  t h e  
denominat ional  p r e s s  

"F ina l ly , "  they  w r i t e ,  "our  p r a y e r f u l  d e s i r e  is  t h a t  t hose  who r e p r e s e n t  Southern B a p t i s t s  
on t h e  boards of i n s t i t u t i o n s  and agenc i e s  be s e l e c t e d  from among those  who a f f i rm  A r t i c l e  One o f  
t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message ( s t a t emen t )  as s e t  ou t  above.n 

The s t a t emen t  lists f i v e  goa l s :  

-- 'lour g o a l  i s  t o  have o u r  p r a y e r f u l  d e s i r e s  ... come t o  r e a l i z a t i o n .  

-- "Our g o a l  i s  t o  be coope ra t ive  w i t h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and agencies  of t he  SBC without  
being fo rced  t o  suppor t  what we cons ide r  unconscionable. A t  t h e  same t ime we recognize t h e  r i g h t  
and p r i v i l e g e  of  every Southern  B a p t i s t  t o  be l ieve  as l e d  by h i s  conscience. 

--more-- 
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-- "Our g o a l  i s  t o  make S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  e v e r  more aware o f  t h e  dangers  o f  neo-orthodoxy, 
l i b e r a l i s m  and t h e  m i s u s e  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l  method t o  t h e  b a s i c  d o c t r i n e s  of t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  and  t o  t h e  worldwide m i s s i o n  o u t r e a c h .  

-- "Our g o a l  i s  f o r  t h e  SBC1 s i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a g e n c i e s ,  churches  and people  t o  be used and 
b l e s s e d  by Cod t o  l e a d  a  n a t i o n w i d e  r e v i v a l  and s p i r i t u a l  awakening. 

-- "Our g o a l  i s  f o r  t h e  f o r e i g n  and home m i s s i o n  e f f o r t s  of t h e  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Convent ion 
t o  be used a n d  b l e s s e d  by God t o  l e a d  t h e  worldwide expans ion  o f  t h e  church o f  t h e  Lord J e s u s  
C h r i s t  th rough  s p i r i t u a l  awakening a n d  r e v i v a l  ." 
********** ********** 

pJ/  co f ******# 

P r e s i d e n t s  F i e l d  Q u e r i e s  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
On P o l i t i c s ,  C r e e d a l i s m  By Dan M a r t i n  2/26/88 

NASHVILLE (BPI--The c u r r e n t  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Convent ion p r e s i d e n t  and two former  p r e s i d e n t s  
f i e l d e d  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  c r e e d a l i s m ,  p o l i t i c a l  c a n d i d a t e s ,  appointments  and who speaks f o r  t h e  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  c a u s e  a t  a  news c o n f e r e n c e  i n  N a s h v i l l e  Feb. 24. 

Adrian P .  Rogers ,  c u r r e n t  SBC p r e s i d e n t  and p a s t o r  of Be l levue  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Memphis, 
Tenn., t o l d  more t h a n  1 0 0  p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  news confe rence  he and t h e  o t h e r  two former  
p r e s i d e n t s  p r e s e n t  had c a l l e d  t h e  news c o n f e r e n c e  t o  make a  " c l e a r  s t a t e m e n t w  about  "who we a r e ,  
what w e  b e l i e v e  and  who s p e a k s  f o r  u s  ." 

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  w i t h  Rogers  were James T .  Draper  Jr. ,  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  
E u l e s s ,  Texas ,  p r e s i d e n t  1982-84, and  B a i l e y  E. Smi th ,  an  A t l a n t a  e v a n g e l i s t  and p r e s i d e n t  1980- 
82. Rogers s a i d  a  t h i r d  fo rmer  p r e s i d e n t ,  C h a r l e s  F. S t a n l e y ,  p a s t o r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of  
A t l a n t a  and p r e s i d e n t  1984-85, c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  b u t  i s  ill and cou ld  n o t  a t t e n d .  

O n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  hour- long c o n f e r e n c e ,  Rogers made r e f e r e n c e  t o  " o t h e r s  who 
have been s p e a k i n g  f o r  us,l l  and a l t h o u g h  h e  was n o t  s p e c i f i c  about  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  
fo rmal  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  h e  was more s p e c i f i c  d u r i n g  a question-and-answer s e s s i o n .  He was asked  
whether  t h e  f o u r  p r e s i d e n t s  "were p u t t i n g  d i s t a n c e "  be tween themselves  and o t h e r  h igh  v i s i b i l i t y  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  l e a d e r s  by t h e  d i s c l a i m e r .  

"We a r e  n o t  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p u t  d i s t a n c e  between us  and anyone, b u t  i t  i s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  b r i n g  
i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e  who we a r e .  I thank  God f o r  e v e r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  B i b l e - b e l i e v i n g  Southern  
B a p t i s t .  T h e r e  i s  n o t  one o f  u s  who h a s  n o t  made some mis takes .  We a r e  n o t  h e r e  t o  p e n a l i z e  
anybody f o r  a n y t h i n g  o r  t o  defend  any  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  any i n d i v i d u a l  made," he s a i d .  

"This  i s  n o t  an a t t e m p t  t o  p u t  d i s t a n c e  between us  and Pa ige  P a t t e r s o n  and Paul  P r e s s l e r ,  
f o r  example,ll he s a i d ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  P a t t e r s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  of Criswell Col lege  i n  D a l l a s ,  and  
P r e s s l e r  , a Houston a p p e a l s  c o u r t  judge ,  g e n e r a l l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  ch ie f  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  t h e  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  r e s u r g e n c e .  N e i t h e r  man had been mentioned i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

Rogers  j o k i n g l y  s a i d  h e  i s  o n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  " w r i t t e n  page and t h e  A p o s t l e  Pau l , l l  b u t  
t h e n  added: 111 t h a n k  God f o r  P a i g e  and  P a u l  and a l l  o f  t h e  people  who have been p a r t  of t h e  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  r e s u r g e n c e .  

"I have f e l t  t h e r e  h a s  been an  e f f o r t  by some t o  s i n g l e  o u t  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have a  
h i g h  p r o f i l e  and g i v e  them a h i g h e r  p r o f i l e ,  t h e r e b y  s a y i n g  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  de f a c t o  spokesman f o r  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  and o t h e r s .  They a r e  n o t .  They a r e  spokesmen f o r  themselves." 

Rogers s a i d  e a c h  of t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  i s  a spokesman f o r  himself  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  b u t  noted:  111 

have f e l t  t h a t  we have f a i l e d  t o  be spokesmen f o r  o u r s e l v e s ;  we have f a i l e d  t o  say who we a r e ,  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  and  as a group .  T h a t  i s  t h e  purpose o f  t h i s  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n ~ e . ~  

Rogers  a l s o  was a s k e d  a b o u t  a  mid-February mee t ing  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  A t l a n t a  and 
whether  t h e  Feb. 24 s t a t e m e n t  was a major  t o p i c  a t  t h a t  g a t h e r i n g  o f  some two dozen people .  

"Yes, we d i d  have a m e e t i n g ,  b u t  t h i s  ( t h e  s t a t e m e n t )  was n o t  a major  r e a s o n  f a r  t h a t  
meet ing.  T h i s  ( t h e  s t a t e m e n t )  i s  something t h a t  h a s  been on my h e a r t  f o r  some time," Rogers  
sa id .  "That was a  q u a s i - f e l l o w s h i p  mee t ing  o n  t h e  h e e l s  o f  two B i b l e  confe rences ,  o n e  i n  
J a c k s o n v i l l e   la.) and t h e  o t h e r  B a i l e y  Smith'  s R e a l  Evangelism meet ing in A t l a n t a .  

--more-- 
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llWe t a l k e d  a b o u t  some c o n c e r n s  ... a b o u t  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  and d i s t o r t i o n s  which have been  
p l a c e d  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  and minds o f  some c o n s e r v a t i v e s  about  who we a r e  and what we want." 

Rogers  s a i d  t h e  r e c e n t  announcement by Homer L indsay  Jr. t h a t  J e r r y  Vines i s  h i s  c h o i c e  f o r  
t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  SBC a l s o  was d i s c u s s e d .  L indsay ,  co-pas to r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of 
J a c k s o n v i J l e ,  t o l d  a p a s t o r ' s  c o n f e r e n c e  Feb.  15, t h a t  Vines  is his c a n d i d a t e  t o  be p r e s i d e n t  of 
t h e  14 .7  million-member SBC,  s u c c e e d i n g  Rogers ,  who cannot  s e e k  a n o t h e r  term. 

"Homer u n i l a t e r a l l y  a n d  n o t  t o o  s u b t l y  s t o o d  up i n  t h e  B i b l e  confe rence  and announced who 
h i s  c a n d i d a t e  was: D r .  J e r r y  Vines , lV Rogers  s a i d ,  a d d i n g  when t h e  announcement was made " t h e r e  
was a r i p - r o a r i n g  s t a n d i n g  o v a t i o n .  Dr. J e r r y  V i n e s  is deeply loved." 

Rogers ,  n o t i n g  L i n d s a y  had  done t h e  same t h i n g  i n  announcing h i s  (Rogers1) p o s s i b l e  
cand idacy  i n  1986, s a i d  he " u n d e r s t a n d s  a l l  J e r r y  h a s  s a i d  is  t h a t  he w i l l  p ray  a b o u t  it." 

I n  1986, Rogers  s a i d ,  L i n d s a y  s a i d  Rogers  was t h e  man c o n s e r v a t i v e s  wanted t o  r u n  f o r  
p r e s i d e n t .  "1 t o l d  him I would p r a y  a b o u t  i t ,"  Rogers  sa id .  "He asked me i f  he c o u l d  s a y  I was 
t h e  man t h e y  wanted,  a n d  I t o l d  him t h e y  c o u l d  s a y  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  wanted, b u t  t h a t  I had t o  g e t  a 
word f ran God. 

"I b e l i e v e  J e r r y  V i n e s  w i l l  have  t o  g e t  a  word from God a s  t o  whether  he  wants t o  be 
nominated. T h a t  i s  h i s  d e c i s i o n , "  Rogers  added. 

The p r e s i d e n t s  a l s o  were  asked  whether  t h e  Peace  Committee r e p o r t ,  adopted by t h e  1987 
annua l  mee t ing ,  i s  b e i n g  u s e d  a s  a c r e e d  by i n s i s t i n g  t h e  f o u r  s p e c i f i c  examples o f  what llmostll 
S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  b e l i e v e  a b o u t  t h e  B i b l e  be used a s  a s t a n d a r d  i n  h i r i n g  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  t h e  20 
n a t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s i x  s e m i n a r i e s .  

"The Peace  Committee r e p o r t  i s  n o t  meant t o  be c r e e d a l , "  Rogers s a i d .  "It does d e f i n e  t h o s e  
b e l i e f s  most commonly h e l d .  We ( t h e  Peace  Committee) d i d  n o t  w r i t e  a c r e e d ,  b u t  we d i d  a g r e e  
B a p t i s t s  have a r i g h t  t o  se t  p a r a m e t e r s  f o r  t h o s e  who w i l l  work f o r  them." 

He added he  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  " B a p t i s t s  w i l l  s u p p o r t n  t e a c h i n g  of  such t h i n g s  as  t h a t  t h e  
B i b l e  i s  n o t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  a c c u r a t e ,  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e d  a u t h o r s  d i d  n o t  w r i t e  t h e  books o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  
t h a t  t h e  m i r a c l e s  d i d  n o t  happen o r  t h a t  Adam and Eve were n o t  r e a l  people .  

!'To me n o t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  m i r a c l e s  happened, n o t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  i s  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  a c c u r a t e ,  n o t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e d  a u t h o r s  d i d  indeed  write t h e  books o r  n o t  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Adam and Eve were  r e a l  p e o p l e  i s  o u t s i d e  t h e  paramete rs  o f  who we a r e ,  r a n k  a n d  
f i l e ,  S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t s  ," Rogers  s a i d .  

"1 b e l i e v e  we have a r i g h t  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s e t  pa ramete rs  o f  what we want 
t a u g h t  ," he  added.  

D r a p e r ,  a l s o  a t r u s t e e  o f  S o u t h w e s t e r n  B a p t i s t  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary i n  F o r t  Worth,  T e x a s ,  
s a i d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  "keep h e a r i n g  t h a t  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  people  what t o  b e l i e v e .  Not a t  a l l .  
But  we do have a r i g h t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  p a r a m e t e r s  i f  o u r  c o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t s  a r e  t o  be s u c c e s s f ~ l . ~  

He added t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  s u p p o r t  t h e  g r e a t  d o c t r i n e s  o f  t h e  p r i e s t h o o d  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r  and 
s o u l  competency,  b u t  s a i d  o n  t h e  " o t h e r  hand,  t h e r e  have t o  be g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  any k i n d  o f  
s u c c e s s f u l  opera t ion . l l  

"The seminary  ( t r u s t e e s )  h a s  a r i g h t  t o  say p r o f e s s o r s  can b e l i e v e  what they  want ,  b u t  t o  
i n s t r u c t  them t h e y  must  t e a c h  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  and n o t  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and 
Message s t a t e m e n t  ,I1 he  added.  

Rogers ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  v i d e o  and a u d i o  t a p i n g  of t h e  news c o n f e r e n c e ,  
s a i d  p l a n s  a r e  t o  " t r y  t o  get  i t  ( t h e  news c o n f e r e n c e )  d i s t r i b u t e d  as widely as p a s s i b l e ,  s o  t h a t  
we can  say c l e a r l y  and  p l a i n l y  who we a r e ,  what we be l ieve . "  

llWe a r e  r e c o r d i n g  i t  s o  t h a t  we can  e n l a r g e  t h i s  meet ing,"  he s a i d .  
--30~- 
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Cooperat ive Program A i m s  
A t  $145.6 Mi l l i on  T a r g e t  

NASHVILLE (BPI--The Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  Convention's Executive Committee has proposed a r eco rd  
$1 45.6 m i l l i o n  budget f o r  t h e  1988-89 SRC Cooperative Program. 

Messengers t o  t h e  convention '  s annual  meeting w i l l  vo te  on t h e  budget proposal when they  
meet i n  San Antonio, Texas,  June 14-16. I f  approved, t h e  budget -- a 4 percent  i n c r e a s e  over  t h e  
c u r r e n t  $140 m i l l i o n  budget -- w i l l  go i n t o  e f f e c t  Oct. 1. 

The Cooperat ive Program i s  t h e  combined SBC budget t h a t  suppor ts  evangel i s t i c ,  miss ionary  
and educa t iona l  m i n i s t r i e s  worldwide. Funds o r i g i n a t e  from church members, and they  pas s  through 
congrega t ions  t o  s t a t e  convent ions  and on t o  na t iona l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  causes.  The $145.6 
m i l l i o n  budget r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  amount t a r g e t e d  beyond t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l .  

A l loca t ion  of  t h e  budget  i s  d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  s ec t ions :  a f i r s t - p h a s e  b a s i c  ope ra t ing  
budget of $137,610,000, a c a p i t a l  needs budget of $6,899,000 and a second-phase ope ra t ing  budget 
of $1,091,000. Funds w i l l  no t  be a l l o c a t e d  t o  t he  c a p i t a l ,  needs budget u n t i l  the  f i r s t - p h a s e  
b a s i c  o p e r a t i n g  budget i s  met, and funds  w i l l  no t  be a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  second-phase ope ra t ing  
budget u n t i l  a l l  c u r r e n t  and p rev ious  c a p i t a l  needs budgets a r e  met. 

The f i r s t - p h a s e  b a s i c  o p e r a t i n g  budget t a r g e t s  funds t o  19 convention e n t i t i e s .  It 
r e p r e s e n t s  a 4.25 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  $132 m i l l i o n  f i r s t - p h a s e  budget. 

The c a p i t a l  needs budget  i n c l u d e s  a l l o c a t i o n s  f o r  e i g h t  SBC e n t i t i e s .  It r ep re sen t s  a 6.96 
pe rcen t  i n c r e a s e  ove r  t h e  c u r r e n t  $6.Y5 m i l l i o n  c a p i t a l  needs budget.  However, because funds a r e  
not  channeled i n t o  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  budget u n t i l  the  f i r s t - p h a s e  budget i s  met. The 
convention s t i l l  i s  working on more t han  $1.7 m i l l i o n  from t he  1986-87 c a p i t a l  needs budget.  I t  
i s  not  expec ted  t o  f u l f i l l  t hose  o b l i g a t i o n s  and the cu r r en t  y e a r ' s  o b l i g a t i o n s  before  t h e  nex t  
f i s c a l  yea r  begins .  

The second-phase o p e r a t i n g  budget w i l l  t a r g e t  funds t o  t h e  same 19 e n t i t i e s  as the  first- 
phase budget.  I t  r e p r e s e n t s  a 2.96 p e r c e n t  reduct ion  from the  c u r r e n t  budget. 

(Note t o  E d i t o r s :  The on ly  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  budget involved t h e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee. , 

News copy on t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  is  c a r r i e d  i n  "PAC, BJC Told: 'Work I t  Out ,'" c a r r i e d  i n  today ' s  BP.) 

I n  o t h e r  m a t t e r s ,  t h e  Execut ive  Committee a l s o  approved: 

--Ecumenical meetings: acknowledged " the  appropr ia teness  f o r  t h e  execut ive  s t a f f  ... t o  
a t t e n d  f o r  obse rva t ion  and when a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  c e r t a i n  interdenominat ional  and 
i n t e r r e l i g i o u s  meetings i n  o r d e r  t o  conduct the work of  t he  s t a f f  and t h e  Executive Committee, 
i t  be ing  unders tood  t h a t  a t t endance  a t  such meetings must be exe rc i s ed  wi th  d i s c r e t i o n  and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . "  

--Bylaws: approved recommendations which would r e v i s e  bylaws concerning t h e  conduct of 
bus ines s  a t  annual  meetings.  I n  t h e  f i r s t ,  t h e  committee recommended a new bylaw s e t t i n g  t h e  
quorum f o r  conducting bus ines s  a t  t h e  annual  meeting a t  a "minimum of 25 pe rcen t  of  t hose  duly  
r e g i s t e r e d  and s e a t e d  messengers." I n  t h e  second, t h e  committee recommended a change t o  bylaw 
23, which r e g u l a t e s  t he  time b u s i n e s s  may be in t roduced ,  by d e f i n i n g  "ea r ly  days of the  
conventionft  t o  mean b u s i n e s s  s h a l l  be i n t roduced  by t h e  end of  t he  morning s e s s i o n  of  t he  second 
day. 

--Representat ion:  approved a p p l i c a t i o n s  from t h r e e  s t a t e  conventions f o r  expanded 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  under bylaw 32, which was rev i sed  a t  t h e  1987 annual  meeting t o  al low a " t i e r e d t t  
s y s  tem of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  newer s ba te  conventions. 

The approved a p p l i c a t i o n s  no t e  t h r e e  conventions -- Alaska, Nevada and Pennsylvania-South 
J e r s e y  -- have topped t h e  20,000 member mark, t hus  e n t i t l i n g  them t o  s e a t s  on the Foreign Mission 
Board,  Home Miss ion  Board and t h e  B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board. 

--Replacements: e l e c t e d  rep lacements  f o r  members of the 1988 Committee on Haminations. 
--more-- 
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Herman Marks, a layman from Grace B a p t i s t  Church, Parkersburg,  W.Va., was named t o  r e p l a c e  
Melvin C .  Hobson, a layman from Vienna,  W.Va., who became i n e l i g i b l e  when he was ordained a s  a 
m i n i s t e r  of t h e  Gospel. A.  W i l l i a m  M e r r e l l ,  p a s t o r  of Country E s t a t e s  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Midwest 
C i t y ,  Okla.,  was e l e c t e d  t o  r e p l a c e  Rex M .  Horne Jr., who res igned  an  Oklahoma p a s t o r a t e  and l e f t  
t h e  s t a t e .  Frank Pe r ry ,  p a s t o r  of  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of  Lau re l ,  Md., was e l e c t e d  t o  r e p l a c e  
Robert W.  Hudgins, who r e s igned  a Maryland p a s t o r a t e  and l e f t  t h e  s t a t e .  

--Correct da t e s :  c o r r e c t e d  d a t e s  of t h e  1993 and 1994 annual meetings,  which were 
i n c o r r e c t l y  r epo r t ed  a t  t h e  1987 annual  meeting. The c o r r e c t  d a t e s  are June  15-17, 1993 i n  
Houston, and June  14-16, 1994 i n  Orlando,  F l a .  

--Program s t a t emen t s :  approved changes i n  t h e  program s ta tements  of t h e  Annuity Board and 
Home Mission Board. 

The changes i n  t h e  program s t a t emen t  of t he  Annuity Board w i l l  a l low t h e  Dallas-based agency 
t o  begin  a p rope r ty  and c a s u a l t y  i n su rance  program f o r  Southern B a p t i s t  churches and agencies .  
The Execut ive  Committee a l s o  approved recommendations which would c r e a t e  subs id i a ry  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  t o  al low t h e  Annuity Board t o  comply wi th  t h e  Tax Reform Act of 1986 and a f o r -  
p r o f i t  managing g e n e r a l  agency t o  o f f e r  t h e  ca sua l ty  and proper ty  insurance  programs. 

The changes i n  t h e  HMB program s t a t emen t  a l lows  r e v i s i o n  of evangelism programs t o  c r e a t e  
f o u r  programs i n  p lace  o f  t h r e e .  The new programs r e l a t e  t o  church evangelism development, 
a s s o c i a t i o n a l  evangelism development, personal  evangelism and mass evangelism. 

-- TV update:  r ece ived  a r e p o r t  concerning payments on a $10 m i l l i o n  loan  t h e  Executive 
Committee p rev ious ly  a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  t h e  SBC Radio and Te lev i s ion  Commission and i t s  ACTS network. 
Members approved a n o t a t i o n  t h a t  s a i d  t h e  payments " a r e  c u r r e n t  and t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  expendi tures  
a r e  i n  l i n e  w i t h  income r ece ived  t o  date." 

But t h e y  a l s o  warned: "The l o s s  of income may a f f e c t  t h e  q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y  of  
programming. An e f f e c t i v e  c a p i t a l  fund-ra i s ing  formula has y e t  t o  be demonstrated. The c u r r e n t  
f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t  does no t  r e p r e s e n t  a g r e a t l y  improved Radio and Te lev i s ion  Commission." 

-- Express ions  of  app rec i a t i on :  r a t i f i e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  a f f i rming  t h e  SBC Woman's 
Missionary Union on t h e  occas ion  o f  i ts  cen tenn ia l  and Raymond M. Rigdon o f  Nashv i l l e  and J a c k  U .  
Harwell of A t l a n t a  upon t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t s .  Rigdon w i l l  r e t i r e  J u l y  31 a s  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of  
t h e  SBC Seminary Ex te rna l  Educat ion  Div i s ion ;  Harwell r e t i r e d  l a s t  Dec. 31 a s  e d i t o r  of t he  
C h r i s t i a n  Index ,  Georgia B a p t i s t s *  weekly news journal .  

Members a l s o  approved a plaque t o  be hung i n  t h e  Executive Committee o f f i c e s  i n  Nashv i l l e  i n  
honor of P o r t e r  W .  Routh, t h e  committee's execut ive  s ec re t a ry - t r ea su re r  from 1951 t o  1979, who 
d i e d  Nov. 7 ,  1987. 

-- P r e s i d e n t i a l  address :  heard a cha l lenge  from SBC Pres iden t  Adrian P.  Rogers t o  come t o  
t h e  po in t  of  t e a r s  f o r  a  world w i thou t  C h r i s t .  The pas to r  of Bellevue B a p t i s t  Church i n  Memphis, 
Tenn., c a l l e d  them t o  * ' s incere ,  s t e a d f a s t ,  s a c r i f i c i a l  concern f o r  t h e  l o s t  ." 

But t h a t  concern w i l l  no t  come, he admonished, u n t i l  Southern B a p t i s t s  humble themselves 
be fo re  God and genuine ly  s e e k  t o  l e a d  o t h e r s  t o  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t .  

"Day by day ,  week by week, month by month, y e a r  by y e a r ,  we need t o  always be at i t ,  and we 
need t o  a l l  be a t  i t , "  he s a i d .  111 am determined t h a t  we a s  Southern B a p t i s t s  -- and t h i s  
Southern  B a p t i s t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  -- a r e  going  t o  g e t  back t o  t h i s  bus iness  of winning men, women, 
boys and g i r l s  t o  J e s u s  Chr i s t . "  


