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ACTS Announces 
1988 Preachers 

1 FORT WORTH, Texas (BPI--Four Southern Bapt is t  pas to r s  have been se lec ted a s  1988 preachers 
f o r  programs on t h e  ACTS s a t e l l i t e  network, announced Jimmy R. Allen, pres ident  of the  Southern 
B a p t i s t  Radio and Televis ion Commission. 

Ed Young, pas to r  of Second B a p t i s t  Church i n  Houston, was named preacher f o r  t h e  morning 
e d i t i o n  of "The B a p t i s t  Hour." He w i l l  replace James Flamming, pas tor  of F i r s t  Bap t i s t  Church of 
Richmond, Va; 

Preacher f o r  the  evening "Bapt is t  Hourn will be J o e l  Gregory, pas to r  of Travis  Avenue 
B a p t i s t  Church i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas. Gregory, recently elected pres ident  of the  Texas Bap t i s t  
convention, has been the  speaker on llWord of Life," a weekly Bible teaching program. Richard 
Jackson, pas tor  of North Phoenix (Ariz.)  Bap t i s t  Church was the  preacher during 1987. 

The two "Bapt is t  Hourn speakers a l s o  w i l l  share r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  on "Baptist  Hourn rad io  
programs, Allen sa id .  Gregory w i l l  be the  radio  preacher f o r  t h e  first s i x  months, .and Young i s  
t o  be preacher f o r  the  l a s t  h a l f  of the  year. 

A t  the September meeting of the  SBC Executive Committee, object ions  were ra ised aga ins t  
Jackson continuing a s  "Bapt is t  Hourr1 speaker because he had been a Southern Baptist.Convention 
p res iden t i a l  candidate i n  1987 and was being discussed as a possible candidate i n  1988. Allen,  
who a l s o  i s  p res iden t  of ACTS, s a i d  a change of speaker would be made as  scheduled i n  January. 

Commission adminis t ra tors  informed a l l  four preachers of the  object ions  t o  a convention 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  candidate ' s  se lec t ion  a s  an ACTS preacher, but they did not ask t h e  preachers t o  
pledge t h a t  they would not seek an SBC o f f i c e  during 1988, RTVC Executive Vice President Richard 
T.  McCartney to ld  B a p t i s t  Press.  

"We did not  a s k  them t o  make a pledge o r  write a l e t t e r , "  McCartney sa id .  "We simply made 
them aware of the  object ions  t h a t  had been raised, but we did not  r equ i re  anything of them. 

"We asked them t o  make t h e i r  decis ions  (whether t o  accept the preaching posi t ions)  i n  l i g h t  
of these object ions .  I t  would be up t o  them t o  make a decision i f  someone approached them and 
to ld  him he should seek o f f i ce . "  

Preachers f o r  the  o the r  two shows w i l l  be Frank Pollard and John Bisagno. 

Po l l a rd ,  pas to r  of F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Jackson, Miss., w i l l  replace  Gregory on "Word of 
Life.!# Pollard previously was speaker on t h e  " A t  Home With The Biblen s e r i e s  produced by t h e  
commission f o r  t h e  Southern Rap t i s t  Sunday School Board. 

Allen explained t h e  nWord of  L i fen  switch: T h e  normal cycle  c a l l s  f o r  'Bapt is t  
Hour1 preachers t o  be changed each year.  Since one of the  1988 preachers already is featured on 
'Word of L i f e , '  t h e  speaker f o r  t h a t  program w i l l  change also." 

Bisagno w i l l  continue a s  speaker f o r  the  long-standing " Inv i t a t ion  t o  Lifen evange l i s t i c  
program. Bisagno, pas tor  of First Bapt i s t  Church of Houston, has been preacher on the rev iva l  
program s ince  i t  began in 1984. 

Bisagno recen t ly  completed a new s e r i e s  of " Invi ta t ion To Lifew programs t h a t  w i l l  be 
fea tured on ACTS during 1988. 

The changes w i l l  be e f f e c t i v e  Jan. 17. 
--30-- 



Page 2 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

27 Appointed To HMB 
S t r a t e g y  Task F o r c e  

ATLANTA (BP)--A 27-member t a s k  f o r c e  t o  study and recommend f u t u r e  s t r a t e g y  and s t r u c t u r e  
f o r  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board has been announced by HMB P re s iden t  Lar ry  L.  Lewis. 

Lewis had been au tho r i zed  by t h e  boa rd ' s  84 d i r e c t o r s  l a s t  J u l y  t o  appo in t  and convene t h e  
S t r a t e g y  Planning Task Force.  Lewis announced h i s  appointments dur ing  t h e  boardt  s execu t ive  
committee meeting i n  December. 

The 27 appo in t ee s  i nc lude  s i x  p a s t o r s ;  s i x  v i ce  p r e s i d e n t s  and execu t ives  on t h e  HMB s t a f f ;  
four  B a p t i s t  s t a t e  convention execu t ive  d i r e c t o r s ,  inc luding  one r e t i r e d ;  f o u r  B a p t i s t  seminary 
p ro fe s so r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  two r e t i r e d ;  t h e  dean of t h e  school  o f  theology a t  a B a p t i s t  u n i v e r s i t y ;  
two a s s o c i a t i o n a l  d i r e c t o r s  of  miss ions ;  one e v a n g e l i s t  who is  a former p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Southern  
B a p t i s t  Convention; one church growth consu l t an t ;  one Southern B a p t i s t  Woman's Missionary Union 
execut ive ;  and one s t a t e  convention s t a f f  member assigned t o  s t a r t i n g  new churches.  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Lewis a l s o  appointed a dozen members of t h e  HMB s t a f f  as  obse rve r s  t o  a s s i s t  
t h e  committee as c o n s u l t a n t s  and r e sou rce  persons i n  t h e i r  a r e a s  o f  expe r t i s e .  

Scope o f  t h e  s tudy  by t h e  t a s k  fo rce  w i l l  inc lude  purpose of  t h e  agency, HMB o b j e c t i v e s  and 
s t r a t e g i e s ,  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

Lewis po in t ed  o u t  t h e  board h a s  been involved i n  s t r a t e g y  planning f o r  many y e a r s  and i n  
1983 adopted a major  long-range p lan  c a l l e d  "Target: AD 2000" o u t l i n i n g  t h e  agency's  o b j e c t i v e s  
and g o a l s  a s  a p a r t  o f  t h e  denominat ion 's  Bold Mission Thrus t  min i s t ry  campaign. 

The board h a s  n o t  undergone major s t r u c t u r a l  r eo rgan iza t ion  s i n c e  1971, Lewis observed.  
"Almost everyone I t a l k  t o  a g r e e s  t h e  board needs t o  reorganize ,  n o t  f o r  t h e  sake  of 
r eo rgan iza t ion ,  b u t  s o  t h a t  ou r  s t r u c t u r e  b e t t e r  enables  u s  t o  accomplish o u r  s t r a t e g y  i n  
achiev ing  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  and g o a l s  of  Bold Mission Thrus t , "  he s a i d .  

The t a s k  f o r c e  w i l l  meet f o r  t h e  first time Feb. 15-16, 1988. Other  meetings scheduled 
inc lude  s e s s i o n s  A p r i l  11-12; J u l y  18-19 i n  S t .  Louis; and Aug. 29-30. A 1 1  meetings except  t h e  
J u l y  s e s s i o n  w i l l  be  i n  A t l an t a .  The group may need t o  meet aga in  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1988, Lewis 
s a i d .  

The p a s t o r s  i n c l u d e  Clark Hutchinson,  o f  Eas t s ide  B a p t i s t  Church i n  M a r i e t t a ,  Ga., and 
chairman o f  t h e  HMB d i r e c t o r s  and James Chavis,  former p a s t o r  of  Dunwoody B a p t i s t  Church, bo th  i n  
suburban A t l a n t a ;  J o e  R a t l i f  o f  t h e  predominantly black Brentwood B a p t i s t  Church i n  Houston; Rick 
Warren o f  Saddleback Community Church i n  Laguna H i l l s ,  Ca l i f . ;  B i l l y  Weber o f  Prestonwood B a p t i s t  
Church i n  Da l l a s ;  and Richard Jackson o f  North Phoenix (Ariz .)  B a p t i s t  Church, who has  been 
mentioned a s  a p o s s i b l e  nominee f o r  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention n e x t  June.  

A former Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention p re s iden t ,  e v a n g e l i s t  Bai ley  Smith of A t l a n t a ,  was 
named t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  Smith was SBC p r e s i d e n t  from 1980-82. 

S t a t e  convent ion  execu t ive  d i r e c t o r s  s e l e c t e d  are T a l  Bonham, and Ray Rober ts ,  r e t i r e d ,  bo th  
from t h e  S t a t e  Convention o f  B a p t i s t s  i n  Ohio; James Curr in  from t h e  B a p t i s t  Convention o f  New 
England; and C . B ,  Hogue from the  Southern  B a p t i s t  General Convention o f  C a l i f o r n i a .  

Members appoin ted  from B a p t i s t  seminar ies  and c o l l e g e s  included Char les  Chaney, dean o f  t h e  
Redford School of Theology a t  Southwest B a p t i s t  Univers i ty  i n  Bo l iva r ,  no.; Leonard Sanderson,  
v i s i t i n g  p r o f e s s o r  o f  evangelism a t  Midwestern B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary i n  Kansas C i t y ,  Mo.; 
and one r e t i r e d  and two c u r r e n t  and p r o f e s s o r s  a t  Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  
F o r t  Worth, Texas: Danny Sanchez, a s s o c i a t e  p ro fe s so r  of  missions;  Roy Fish, p r o f e s s o r  o f  
evangelism; and Cal  Guy, r e t i r e d  p r o f e s s o r  o f  missions. 

Assoc i a t i ona l  d i r e c t o r s  of miss ions  named t o  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  were Larry K. Mart in o f  Boston 
and Ern i e  P e r k i n s  o f  Oklahoma C i ty .  

--more-- 
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Also appointed were Bobbie S o r r i l l ,  a s soc ia te  executive d i r e c t o r  i n  the  missions education 
system f o r  Woman1 s Missionary Union; Ron Lewis, a church growth consul tant  from Nashville; 3 .V. 

I .  " .  : Thomas, church extension coordinator f o r  t h e  Bap t i s t  General Convention of Texas. 
. . -<>*$  

,. 2 , HMB execut ives  named t o  the  committee a r e  Bob Banks, executive vice  pres ident ;  Wendell . > + Belew, assoc ia te  v ice  pres ident  f o r  missions s t r a tegy ;  and four vice presidents:  Bob Hamblin, 
evangelism; Gerald Palmer, missions; Bob Bingham, services;  and Leonard I rwin,  planning. . 

HMB s t a f f  observers  a r e  four  regional  coordinators: Jim Coldiron, C a r l i s l e  Driggers,  Ernest  
Kelley and Fermin Whittaker; s i x  d iv i s ion  d i rec to r s :  Paul Adkins of missions m i n i s t r i e s ,  David 
Bunch of church extension,  Oscar Romo of language missions, Bobby Sunderland of d i r e c t  
evangelism, Or r in  Morris of research,  and Kenneth Day of communication; and two department 
d i rec to r s :  Emmanuel McCall of black church r e l a t i o n s  and Jim Newton of news and information. 

Foundation Trus tees  
Affirm S t a f f  Procedures 

y-co 
By Marv Knox 

B a p t i s t  P ress  
12/10/87 

NASHVILLE (BPI--Southern B a p t i s t  Foundation t r u s t e e s  affirmed t h e i r  s t a f f ' s  management of 
foundation a s s e t s ,  responded t o  the  denomination's Peace Committee and e lec ted  o f f i c e r s  during 
t h e i r  annual meeting i n  e a r l y  December. 

The foundation's  a s s e t s  grew 20 percent during the f i s c a l  year t h a t  ended Sept.  30, reported 
Pres ident  H o l l i s  Johnson. The ga in  represented a $10.2 mi l l ion increase ,  pushing a s s e t s  t o  more 
than $61.4 mi l l ion .  

I Assets have increased almost $20.1 mi l l ion,  o r  48.5 percent,  i n  the  l a s t  two years ,  Johnson 
added, a t t r i b u t i n g  t h e  ga ins  t o  "appreciat ion of f inancia l  a s s e t s  and increased use by individual  
Southern B a p t i s t s  and convention agencies." 

Trustees a l s o  focused on the  foundation's  performance during the cur ren t  f i s c a l  year. 
The economy has  been plagued by i n s t a b i l i t y  s ince  "Black Monday," Oct. 19, when the  s tock market 
suffered a 508-point crash.  

But Johnson repor ted  the  foundation's  overa l l  market value declined only 4 percent durin$ 
October, a drop t h a t  compared favorably t o  the  Dow Jones I n d u s t r i a l  Average's 23.2 percent 

I decline.  

The foundation fared s o  well  because only 26 percent of  i t s  a s s e t s  were i n  s tocks  when t h e  
new f i s c a l  year  began, and because bonds r a l l i e d  i n  October, recouping some of the  s tock l o s s e s ,  

I 
he explained. 

"We're long-term inves to r s ,  not  t r a d e r s  and s p e ~ u l a t o r s , ~  he  r e i t e r a t e d .  "We s t i l l  have 
confidence i n  t h e  economy over t h e  long haul ,  although the re  could be a slowdown over the  next 
two o r  th ree  quar ters ."  

I Turning t o  a non-financial mat ter ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  expressed g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  Peace 
Committee's work and affirmed t h e  d o c t r i n a l  i n t e g r i t y  of the  foundation's s t a f f .  

I 
The Peace Committee was formed i n  1985 t o  asce r t a in  the  causes of  and so lu t ions  t o  t h e  

t h e o l o g i c a l / p o l i t i c a l  controversy within the  convention. I n  its repor t  e a r l i e r  t h i s  year, the  
committee asked t r u s t e e s  of Southern B a p t i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  nbuild t h e i r  profess ional  s t a f f s  and 
f a c u l t i e s  from those  who c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t  such dominant convictions and b e l i e f s  held by Southern 
B a p t i s t s  a t  la rge ."  

I The foundation t r u s t e e s '  response t o  the  Peace Committee, approved unanimously, s t a t ed :  
"The t r u s t e e s  of t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Foundation thank the  Peace Committee of the  Southern 
Bap t i s t  Convention i n  t h e i r  work t o  br ing peace t o  the  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. 
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" ~ n  response t o  the  exhor ta t ion of the  Peace Committee i n  i t s  repor t  t o  the  convention i n  
June 1987, we a f f i r m  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  i n t e g r i t y  of the foundation. We repor t  t h a t  t h e  profess ional  
s t a f f  of the  foundation accepts  without reservat ion t h e  e n t i r e t y  of the  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message 
a s  adopted i n  1963, and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  port ion which s t a t e s  t h a t  the  Bible  is t r u t h  without 
mixture of error.' '  

John P.  Gif ford  S r . ,  a Nashvi l le  businessman and member of Immanuel B a p t i s t  Church, was re-  
e lec ted t r u s t e e  chairman. Other o f f i c e r s  a r e  Gorman J. Roberts, a Lou i sv i l l e ,  Ky., investment 
banker and member o f  Crescent H i l l  B a p t i s t  Church, vice chairman; and Osta Underwood, a Nashvil le 
a t torney and member of Belmont Heights B a p t i s t  Church, recording secre tary .  

--3o-- 

HMB Tops $30 Mi l l ion  From 
Annie Armstrong Offer ing 

B a p t i s t  P ress  
12/ 10/87 

ATLANTA (BP)--The Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board has received more than $30 mil l ion 
through the  1987 Annie Armstrong Eas te r  Offering, an increase of 8.7 percent over l a s t  y e a r ' s  
income. 

Bob Banks, execut ive  vice  pres ident  of the  board, reported a f avorab le - f inanc ia l  p ic tu re  
during the  board's  December executive committee meeting. 

The stock market crash  i n  October af fected the board's income only s l i g h t l y ,  s a i d  Banks. He 
explained t h a t  85 percent  of the  board's investments a r e  i n  f ixed income investments, and only 
about 15 percent a r e  i n  short-term investments affected by the stock market. 

" A t  the  end of November, we experienced a paper Loss of  only 1 percent on t h e  board's t o t a l  
investments due t o  t h e  s tock market crash," Banks sa id .  "We a r e  very conservative i n  our 
investments." 

The $30,032,349 received through the  Annie Amrstrong Easter  Offering a s  of  Dec. 8 is s h o r t  
of t h e  $37.5 mi l l ion  goa l  but  represents  an increase of 8.7 percent over income through t h e  
spec ia l  o f fe r ing  a t  t h e  same time l a s t  year ,  Banks sa id .  

I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  $30 mi l l ion  from the  specta l  offer ing i n  Southern B a p t i s t  churches, t h e  
board has  received $22.7 mi l l ion  through t h e  Southern Bap t i s t  Cooperative Program budget; $ 3 . 3  
mil l ion from g i f t s ,  g r a n t s  and designations;  $11.1 mi l l ion from i n t e r e s t  on investments, church 
loans and bonds; and about $360,000 from s a l e s ,  r en ta l s ,  and other  income. 

Expenditures s o  f a r  t h i s  yea r ,  Banks reported,  have to ta led  $57.6 mi l l ion,  o r  about $6.5 
mi l l ion  l e s s  than income. 

I n  o the r  a c t i o n ,  the  HMB executive committee e lec ted four new s t a f f  members t o  f i l l  
vacancies i n  the  Atlanta-based o f f i c e  and appointed 26 missionaries and approved f i n a n c i a l  
a s s i s t ance  t o  44  o t h e r  missions personnel. 

New a s s o c i a t e  d i r e c t o r s  e l ec ted  t o  the  s t a f f  a r e  Robert L. Moore of t h e  metropoli tan 
missions department; Larry M. Braley of the  missionary personnel department; and John Gordon 
Lawrence of t h e  program research department. Je f f rey  Col l ins  Lewis was e lec ted  a s s i s t a n t  
d i r e c t o r  of Mission Service  Corps coordination.  

Moore, a n a t i v e  of Vi rg in ia ,  cu r ren t ly  is  d i r e c t o r  of missions f o r  P r ince  Georges B a p t i s t  
Association i n  Maryland. BraLey, a nat ive  of Louisiana, is d i r e c t o r  of missions f o r  Greater  
De t ro i t  B a p t i s t  Associat ion i n  Michigan. Lawrence, a nat ive  of Tennessee, i s  a church p l a n t e r  
and mission p a s t o r  i n  Mansfield, Texas. Lewis, who was born i n  Germany, i s  a Mission Service  
Corps volunteer involved i n  s t a r t i n g  new churches i n  Lock Haven, Penn. 

--3Q-- 



,52/10/87 Page 5 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

High Court  Hears  ~ r ~ u m e i t s  d- OJC 
On Re l ig ious  Use O f  Peyote By S tan  Hastey 

WASHINGTON (BPI--The a n c i e n t  American Ind ian  t r a d i t i o n  of using t h e  ha l luc inogen ic  drug 
peyote i n  r e l i g i o u s  ceremonies came t o  t h e  U.S. Supreme Court Dec. 10, a s  t h e  j u s t i c e s  heard 
arguments f o r  and a g a i n s t  t h e  c la im t h a t  t h e  Cons t i t u t i on ' s  guarantee  o f  f r e e  e x e r c i s e  of 
r e l i g i o n  p r o t e c t s  t h e  p r a c t i c e .  

Arguing a g a i n s t  t h e  c la im by two members o f  t h e  Nat ive  American Church i n  h i s  s t a t e ,  Oregon 
Deputy Attorney General  William F. Gary t o l d  t h e  high c o u r t  Oregon "has determined t h e r e  i s  a 
compelling s t a t e  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  use  of  drugs,"  an i n t e r e s t  t h a t  supercedes  t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c l a im  o f  f r e e  e x e r c i s e  of  r e l i g i o n .  

On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  Oregon Legal  S e r v i c e s  Corp. a t t o r n e y  Suanne Lovendahl s a i d  she  found t h e  
s t a t e ' s  argument t h a t  v i o l a t i n g  a c r i m i n a l  s t a t u t e  t a k e s  precedence ove r  a f r e e  e x e r c i s e  c la im 
"most d i s t u r b i n g  , " 

The c a s e  a r o s e  when two employees of a s t a t e  a l coho l  and drug abuse prevent ion  and t r ea tmen t  
c e n t e r  were themselves discharged a f t e r  admi t t ing  they used peyote i n  ceremonies o f  t h e  Nat ive  
American Church. A l f r ed  L .  Smith and Galen W. Black had agreed i n  w r i t i n g  b e f o r e  being employed 
they would a b s t a i n  from a l c o h o l  and drug use.  

Af t e r  be ing  f i r e d ,  Smith and Black app l i ed  f o r  s t a t e  unemployment b e n e f i t s .  Although a p a i r  
of s t a t e  r e f e r e e s  agreed  they  were e l i g i b l e ,  t h e  Oregon Employment Appeals Board r eve r sed  t h e  
f i nd ings .  

Both a s t a t e  a p p e a l s  c o u r t  and t h e  Oregon Supreme Court s ided  wi th  t h e  f i r e d  workers, 
however, ho ld ing  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  f r e e  e x e r c i s e  overrode t h e  s t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  banning drug  use.  
The s t a t e  t hen  appea led  t o  t h e  U.S. Supreme Court. 

During arguments ,  Deputy At torney  General Gary t o l d  t h e  j u s t i c e s  t h a t  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  " the  
s t a t e  does have a v i t a l  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  i n t e r e s t . "  He noted peyote i s  a "Schedule 1" drug,  
meaning i t  has  no s a f e  u se ,  even under t h e  superv is ion  o f  a physician.  It is outlawed i n  a l l  50 
s t a t e s ,  he added, 

"Drug use  i n  the workplace i s  a very s e r i o u s  ( s t a t e )  concern," he  concluded. 

But Lovendahl argued t h e  Supreme Court  ha s  ru led  repea ted ly  t h a t  c i t i z e n s  may n o t  be  p u t  i n  
a p o s i t i o n  o f  having t o  choose between a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  and a state b e n e f i t ,  i n  t h i s  ca se  
unemployment compensation. I n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  she  s a i d ,  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  must 
t ake  precedence ove r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  forbidding i l l e g a l  conduct. 

Beyond t h a t ,  Oregon law d i s c r i m i n a t e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Native American Church by out lawing  t h e  
use of peyote even f o r  ceremonial purposes,  she  s a i d ,  suggest ing Smith and Black would n o t  have 
been f i r e d  i f  t hey  had been Ca tho l i c s  who drank wine dur ing  Mass. Under Oregon law, she  
i n s i s t e d ,  t h e  two s i t u a t i o n s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same. 

The j u s t i c e s  a r e  expected t o  dec ide  t h e  c a s e  and i s s u e  a formal opin ion  b e f o r e  t h e  c u r r e n t  
term1 s conclus ion  nex t  June.  

--3o-- 

S i n g l e  Adult Min i s t ry  
Cal led  Next F r o n t i e r  

y- 5 5 &  
By T e r r i  Lackey 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
12/10/87 

NASHVILLE (BP)--Single a d u l t s  many t imes  u n f a i r l y  g e t  dubbed a s  weird,  confused, incomplete ,  
maladjusted o r  l o s e r s ,  an au tho r  and p a s t o r  t o l d  s t a t e  family min i s t ry  c o n s u l t a n t s  meeting i n  
Nashv i l l e .  

"But J e s u s  C h r i s t  was n o t  weird. He was no t  confused, incomplete o r  maladjusted.  Yet he  
was a s i n g l e  adu l t , ? '  s a i d  J e r r y  Hayner, p a s t o r  of  F o r e s t  Hills B a p t i s t  Church i n  Rale igh ,  N .C., 
and a u t h o r  of "Growing Together: S i n g l e s  and Churches." 

--more-- 
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Being e i t h e r  a swinging s i n g l e  o r  unsu i t ab l e  f o r  marriage "are  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s  we p l ace  on 
nea r ly  50 pe rcen t  o f  o u r  a d u l t  popula t ion  because they a r e  s i n g l e , "  Hayner t o l d  t h e  l e a d e r s  
meeting a t  t h e  Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board. 

But t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e s t y l e  o f  s i n g l e  a d u l t s  is one r i p e  f o r  claiming,  he s a id :  "The 
, m i n i s t r y  t o  s i n g l e  a d u l t s  i s  t h e  nex t  g r e a t  f r o n t i e r  o f  t h e  church. The most f e r t i l e  
e v a n g e l i s t i c  f i e l d  is t h a t  which p e r t a i n s  t o  s i n g l e  adults ."  

Churches should t a k e  advantage o f  t h e  Sunday School Board family min i s t ry  department 's  year -  
long 1987-88 emphasis  on s i n g l e s  by c r e a t i n g  a p lace  f o r  them, he noted: "Churches can  come t o  
t h e  a i d  of  s i n g l e  a d u l t s  and v i c e  ve r sa .  S i n g l e  a d u l t s  need churches, and churches need s i n g l e  
a d u l t s .  Churches need s i n g l e s '  s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s  and t h e i r  uniqueness, r e a l n e s s  and involvement." 

S ing le  a d u l t s  i n c l u d e  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  and t h e  career-minded, Hayner s a i d .  They inc lude  t h e  
formerly marr ied ,  s e p a r a t e d ,  d ivorced  o r  widowed. 

Because t h e y  have l o s t  t h e i r  p a r t n e r  through dea th  o r  d ivorce  o r  have never  had one,  some 
, s i n g l e  a d u l t s  may tend  t o  have a poor self-image, he s a i d :  "There a r e  some who have z e r o  s e l f -  
image and a r e  open t o  anything, There a r e  some who have been h u r t  s o  s eve re ly  and a r e  s o  t i g h t  

. i n s i d e  themselves t h a t  they  must be  cracked open. And t h e r e  a r e  some who w i l l  open l i k e  a f lower  
and who a r e  looking  toward t h e  f u t u r e  f o r  hope, he lp ,  meaning and fu l f i l lment . l t  

Meanwhile, f ami ly  min i s t ry  department r ep re sen ta t i ves  repor ted  t h e i r  work with couples  and 
p a r e n t s  is f l o u r i s h i n g .  

A s  of Nov. 30, 8,097 churches have taken  p a r t  o r  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  tak ing  p a r t  i n  t h e  Lay 
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Equipping course  Pa ren t ing  by Grace, which was introduced t o  churches i n  1986, s a i d  
Jimmy Hes t e r ,  an  e d i t o r  i n  t h e  family min i s t ry  department. 

More t han  60,000 p a r e n t s  have taken  o r  a r e  t ak ing  t h e  course ,  and about  1,700 have completed 
Parent ing  by Grace l e a d e r  t r a i n i n g  workshops, Hes ter  s a i d .  

Also as of Nov. 30, 10,535 marriage p a r t n e r s  have completed o r  are. t ak ing  t h e  new cour se  
Covenant Marr iage ,  H e s t e r  r epo r t ed .  Almost 800 people have been t r a i n e d  t o  t each  t h e  cou r se ,  
which was r e l e a s e d  i n  October  1987. 

Hes ter  i n t roduced  a second Pa ren t ing  by Grace course  t h a t  is s e t  f o r  an  October 1991 
r e l e a s e .  P lanning  f o r  S e l f  Esteem: Pa ren t ing  by Grace began e a r l y  "so t h a t  t h e  second cou r se  
w i l l  be  a s  h igh  i n  q u a l i t y  and as meaningful and e f f e c t i v e  a s  t h e  f i r s t . "  

A companion p i e c e  t o  Covenant Marriage,  Communication and Int imacy,  i s  being planned f o r  an  
October 1992 r e l e a s e ,  he  s a i d .  A new book, "Family Enrichment i n  Your Church," w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  
March 1 ,  1988, he  s a i d .  It should "help t h e  church as  l e a d e r s  g e t  i n  touch wi th  what family 
enrichment i s  and what t o  do about  it. It  a l s o  t r i e s  t o  walk family enrichment committees through 
some s p e c i f i c  t a s k s  t hey  commonly d e a l  with.  The book is good f o r  church committee members i n  
t h a t  i t  makes them know what t hey  a r e  doing is  v a l i d  and important  work i n  t h e  church." 

The annual  f ami ly  m i n i s t r y  meetings were held Dec. 4 and 5. 

Oakdale Churches Respond 
To P r i son  Hostage Crisis By C. Lacy Thompson 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
12/.10/87 

OAKDALE, La. (BP)--Nov. 21 may have s igna led  an end t o  small  town innocence f o r  Oakdale, 
La., b u t  t h e  ensuing  week o f f e r e d  a demonstrat ion of  t h e  big-hearted love  of a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  and 
churches.  

The n a t i o n  mobi l ized  when Cuban d e t a i n e e s  se ized  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  Fede ra l  Detent ion  Cen te r  i n  
t h i s  smal l  c e n t r a l  Lou i s i ana  town last  month and took 28 employees hostage. 

Agents from t h e  F e d e r a l  Bureau o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  Bureau of  P r i sons ,  and t h e  Immigrat ion 
and N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  Service, as Well as s t a t e  and pa r i sh  po l i ce  o f f i c e r s ,  descended on the town, 

-more-- 
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In a d d i t i o n ,  media from throughout  t h e  na t ion  swarmed i n t o  town, s e t t i n g  up camp f o r  t h e  
d u r a t i o n  of t h e  even t .  Oakdale 's  r e s o u r c e s  were taxed as area r e s i d e n t s  a t tempted  t o  meet t h e  
needs o f  t h e  mu l t i p ly ing  popula t ion .  

Helping i n  t hose  e f f o r t s  were Louis iana  B a p t i s t  churches and church members from throughout  
t h e  a r e a  and a s  f a r  a s  an hour ' s  d r i v e  away. 

The e f f o r t  c ros sed  denominat ional  boundaries .  A c e n t e r  f o r  hos tage  f a m i l i e s ,  headed by R e b ~  
Byrd, a member of M t .  Hope B a p t i s t  Church i n  Oakdale, was set up a t  Sacred  Hea r t  C a t h o l i c  Church. 

Byrd s a i d  she  stumbled i n t o  t h e  work. Weeks e a r l i e r ,  a f t e r  l e a r n i n g  o f  h e r  son ' s  drug  
a d d i c t i o n ,  she  t o l d  God she  was t i r e d  of p lay ing  games and was w i l l i n g  t o  do whatever he wanted 
h e r  t o  do. 

"My chance came a l l  t o o  soon,ll she  noted. When she  of fered  t o  b r i n g  sandwiches t o  hos tage  
f a m i l i e s  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  she  d iscovered  t h e  need f o r  a c e n t r a l  r e l i e f  c e n t e r  and asked t h e  
Ca tho l i c  church i f  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  were a v a i l a b l e .  

Before  s h e  knew i t ,  Byrd was running a full-blown opera t ion  t h a t  fed  250 people t h r e e  t imes  
a day. She worked non-stop f o r  48 hour s ,  then  began working 18-hour days du r ing  t h e  remainder of 
t h e  o rdea l .  The work was exhaus t ing  and a t  times she  f e l t  t oo  t i r e d  t o  go  on ,  s h e  r e l a t e d :  "But 
I knew t h e r e  were t h e s e  (hos t ages )  t h a t  could n o t  s t e p  o u t  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  own f r e e  
w i l l .  And I ,  t o o ,  was n o t  going t o  s t e p  o u t  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e s e  guys came home." 

Help came from a l l  c o r n e r s ,  s h e  s a i d .  When supp l i e s  were needed, t hey  a r r i v e d .  When 
money was needed t o  buy necessary  i t ems ,  i t  was given. 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Oakdale minis te red  t o  wives of  American d e t a i n e e s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r .  
The p a s t o r  o f  ano the r  a r e a  church a r r i v e d  wi th  funds j u s t  when they  were needed t o  buy b r e a k f a s t  
f o r  t h e  group a t  t h e  c e n t e r .  

Churches throughout  t h e  M t .  Ol ive  and Vernon B a p t i s t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  responded wonderful ly t o  
t h e  c r i s i s ,  r epo r t ed  B i l l  Green, p a s t o r  a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of  Oakdale. 

Members o f  M t .  Hope B a p t i s t  Church, concerned about  t h r e e  f e l l ow  church members he ld  
hos tage ,  were a t  t h e  r e l i e f  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  hos tage  f a m i l i e s  throughout t h e  o rdea l .  Husbands 
would come by when they  f i n i s h e d  work; wives would spend t h e i r  days a t  t h e  r e l i e f  po in t .  

"Everyone was s o  amazed t h a t  h e r e  a t  t h i s  Cathol ic  c e n t e r  all f a i t h s  were pouring in," Byrd 
noted. "The psycho log i s t s  were overwhelmed wi th  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  suppor t .  (one)  s a i d  he saw t h e  
hand of God i n  t h i s  and t h a t  i t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  a r e l i g i o u s  person t o  s e e  t h e  hand o f  God i n  t h e  
suppor t  g iven  t o  t h e s e  people.ll 

One Red Cross  v o l u n t e e r  s a i d  t h e  work represented  t h e  b e s t  coope ra t ive  r e l i e f  e f f o r t  he had 
e v e r  s een ,  s a i d  M t .  Hope P a s t o r  Bobby Bonds. "People could not  g e t  ove r  t h e  tremendous suppor t  
g iven  by C h r i s t i a n  churches  i n  t h i s  a rea .n  

Byrd c r e d i t e d  h e r  r o l e  i n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  God: " I ' ve  never  done anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s  i n  my 
l i f e ,  s o  I know it was supe rna tu ra l .  I t  demonstrated God's power i n  my l i f e  f a r  beyond my own 
c a p a b i l i t i e s .  I am t o t a l l y  humbled by t h e  experience.  I hope 1'11 neve r  s e e  somebody's need a n t  
t u r n  my head aga in .  

"It 's changed me. I hope I 'll s t a y  changed and never  s l i p  back. I s e e  myself t h r e e  weeks 
ago a s  complacent. Now, I don ' t  have an opin ion  of  myself anymore. I have a g r e a t e r  knowledge 
of God's power -- t h a t ' s  a l l . ' '  

Bonds c r e d i t e d  M t .  Hope's r o l e  i n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  i ts  growth i n t o  "an involved ,  ca r ing ,  warm 
f e l l ~ w s h i p . ~  He contended t h e  i n c i d e n t  made t h e  Oakdale community more open t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
message. "That o ld  s ay ing  -- 'People don ' t  c a r e  how much you know until t h e y  know how much you 
ca re1  -- a11 seems t o  p u t  it i n t o  focus ,"  he  s a i d .  

Byrd is s u r e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  h a s  changed t h e  town Forever ,  no t ing ,  "If Oakdale does n o t  s e e  t h e  
hand of God i n  a l l  of t h i s ,  I don ' t  know what it will take." 

-30-- 



. '1 2/10/87 

F a i t h ,  B i b l e s  S u s t a i n e d  
B a p t i s t  P r i s o n  Hostages  

Page 8 

By C. Lacy Thompso 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

OAKDALE, La. (BPI-- P h i l l i p p  Bedwell r e l a t e d  aga in  h i s  experience a s  a hos tage  a t  t h e  
Fede ra l  Detent ion  Cen te r  i n  Oakdale, La. : 

"The e a s i e s t  way I 1 v e  come up wi th  t o  descr ibe  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i s  when you have t h a t  s p l i t  
second when you know y o u l r e  about  t o  be i n  a c a r  wreck -- t h a t  i n s t a n t  of  t e r r o r .  And j u s t  
imagine t h a t  t e r r o r  l a s t i n g  f o r  e i g h t  days." 

Another ex-hostage,  Donald Thompson, nodded a t  t h e  desc r ip t i on :  wIt ls  l i k e  hanging on a 
fence .  ... You f a l l  one way, you l i v e .  You f a l l  t h e  o t h e r  way, you d i e .  And you're  s i t t i n g  
t h e r e  rocking back and f o r t h .  And you r e a l l y  don ' t  know which way you're  going  t o  t i p . "  

Bedwell, Thompson and B i 1 L ' ~ o f f ~ a u i r  -- a l l  members o f  M t .  Hope B a p t i s t  Church i n  Oakdale -- 
were among 28 d e t e n t i o n  c e n t e r  o f f i c i a l s  held by about  1,000 Cuban de t a inees  who s e i z e d  c o n t r o l  
of t h e  f e d e r a l  c e n t e r  Nov. 21. The a c t i o n  followed a governmental agreement t h a t  would send some 
of t h e  Cubans back t o  t h e i r  n a t i v e  country.  

For  t h e  n e x t  e i g h t  days,  t h e  hos t ages  cons tan t ly  faced  death.  Emotions r o s e  and f e l l  wi th  . 

r e p o r t s  of n e g o t i a t i o n s .  Freedom seemed impossible much o f  t h e  time: Death appeared i n e v i t a b l e .  

But 13 days  fo l lowing  t h e  i n i t i a l  takeover ,  Bedwell, Thompson and Hoffpaui r  met a t  t h e  
church t o  r ecoun t  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  a nightmare t h a t  ended wi th  t h e  r e l e a s e  of  a l l  hos t ages  Nov. 29. 
They spoke of t h e i r  f e a r s  and t h e  f a i t h  t h a t  sus ta ined  them throughout.  

The M t ,  Hope members a r e  t h r e e  of a t  l e a s t  f i v e  Louisiana B a p t i s t s  he ld  hos tage  du r ing  t h e  
s e ige .  S c o t t  S u t t e r f i e l d ,  a member o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of  Oakdale, and Henry B i l l i n g s ,  a 
member of Harmony B a p t i s t  Church i n  Glenmora, were unavai lab le  f o r  comment. 

Bedwell r e c a l l e d  how t h e  r i o t i n g  s t a r t e d  a f t e r  inmates charged t h e  f r o n t  g a t e  and were 
turned back. "If they  had g o t t e n  t o  u s  i n i t i a l l y ,  ... they would have probably k i l l e d  u s  on t h e  
s p o t ,  because a t  t h a t  t ime they  were s t i l l  a mob," he s a id .  

Thompson recounted  how he and o t h e r  c e n t e r  o f f i c i a l s  a t  f i r s t  t r i e d  t o  b a r r i c a d e  themselves 
i n  a room. When t h e  Cubans en t e r ed  t h e  room, they demanded keys t o  r e l e a s e  o t h e r  d e t a i n e e s .  
Some of  them p r o t e c t e d  t h e  c e n t e r ' s  personnel  from p r i s o n e r s  who wanted t o  harm them. 

The hos t ages  o r i g i n a l l y  were housed i n  one a r e a ,  then  divided i n t o  sma l l e r  groups and 
separa ted .  Hof fpau i r  and Thompson were i n  the same group u n t i l  Hof fpau i r l s  r e l e a s e  Thanksgiving 
Day. P h y s i c a l l y ,  t h e i r  t rea tment  was good, b u t  t h e  o rdea l  took i ts  mental t o l l .  

,- 

P r i s o n e r s  who guarded t h e  hos t ages  ta lked  of  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  c a p t i v e s  from o t h e r  Cubans who 
wanted t o  k i l l  them. 

But when a t e l e v i s i o n  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  a dawn a t t a c k  was planned,. t h e  inmate; " j u s t  went 
c r azy , "  Thompson added. "They went running and g r ind ing  down t o o l s  and sharpening t h i n g s  up. 
When t h a t  happened, t hey  came i n  and t o l d  us ,  ' I f  they  ( t h e  s o l d i e r s )  come, you're  dead.' I 
d i d n ' t  want them t o  come a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  it got t o  a p o i n t  where I ' d  t ake  my chances." 

Bedwell added ,  "We d i d n ' t  c a r e  how it ended, as long as  it ended one way o r  t h e  other ."  And 
Hoffpaui r ,  t o o ,  was a f f e c t e d  by t h e  t h r e a t  o r  death.  He noted he had decided if he saw t h e  wors t  
coming, he was go ing  t o  t ake  a h a n d m l  o f  blood p re s su re  medicine. 

Thompson ag reed  t h e  manner o f  p o s s i b l e  death was f r i gh t en ing .  Added Bedwell: "The a c t u a l  
f a c t  of  dying d i d n ' t  bo the r  me. I t  was j u s t  t h e  way I was going t o  die." A s  far as dying ,  I was 

- more worried a b o u t  how Pam ( h i s  w i f e )  and t h e  kids were going t o  make o u t  t han  I was worried 
about  m e ,  because I knew 'l was going t o  be  a l l  r i g h t  e ~ e n t u a l l y . ~  

Paranoia r e igned  among t h e  c a p t o r s ,  who be l ieved  a t  one time t h a t  s o l d i e r s  were t unne l ing  
i n t o  t h e  compound and who s e n t  d e l i v e r e d  food back because they feared f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s  would 

I t r y  t o  poison t h e  hos t ages  and blame it on t h e  Cubans. 
I -more-- 
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By two days  a f t e r  t h e  t akeove r ,  t h e  hostage groups had received B i b l e s  from some Cuban 
C h r i s t i a n s .  "It j u s t  s o  happened t h a t  I turned i n t o  Acts where P e t e r  was s e t  f r e e  from p r i son .  
That  was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  I read ,"  Bedwell laughed. 

Hoffpauir  no ted  devo t iona l  t imes  were important  a s  he fought  high blood pressure .  When h i s  
blood p re s su re  was t aken  fo l lowing  some p raye r  and B ib l e  reading,  it was t h e  lowest  i t  had been 
i n  y e a r s ,  "So i t  re.laxed me," he r e c a l l e d .  "It did  me a world of  good." 

Bedwell agreed .  ''Having t h e  B i b l e  t h e r e  and being ab l e  t o  read  and doing t h e  praying ,  
t h a t ' s  probably t h e  main t h i n g  t h a t  g o t  me through t h e  whole t h ing  without  going s l a p  crazy."  

Thompson r e c a l l e d  he read  t h e  B i b l e  i n  t h e  daytime and prayed a t  n igh t :  "I was doing bad 
u n t i l  they brought  t h e  B i b l e s .  I s t a r t e d  reading t h e  B ib l e ,  and i t  j u s t  eased me up a l i t t l e  
b i t .  I knew where I. was going t o  go  i f  they  ( k i l l e d  us) .  Tha t ' s  t h e  reason  why f s a i d  come now, 
because i f  you come and f d i e ,  I ' m  going over  t o  a b e t t e r  p l ace  t han  where I was r i g h t  t hen  and 
t h e r e .  

A f t e r  a few days ,  t h e  hos t ages  accepted "what t h e  Cord wi l led  would be done," Hoffpauir  
s a i d .  But i t  was a hard a f f i r m a t i o n .  

"That ' s  t h e  h a r d e s t  p r aye r  probably I e v e r  had t o  pray,  t o  lay t h e r e  when I r e a l l y  thought  
t h a t  t h a t  was it  and s a y ,  'Lord,  your w i l l  be done,'" Bedwell admitted. "Because I d i d n l t  want 
t o  d i e .  I t  d i d n t  t b o t h e r  me about  dying,  bu t  I didnl  t r e a l l y  want t o  die." 

However, t h e  hos t ages  were prepar ing  f o r  what a t  t imes seemed a c e r t a i n t y ,  arming themselves 
wi th  j u i ce  c a n s  and planning t o  u se  ma t t r e s se s  t o  s h i e l d  themselves from a t t a c k .  

Early on ,  t h e  hos t ages  f e l t  i t  was j u s t  a mat te r  of  time before  t hey  d i e d ,  Bedwell 
explained.  But  Thanksgiving came and ,  w i th  i t ,  hope f o r  r e l ea se .  I n  fac t ,  Hoffpauir was s e t  
f r e e  a s  a good f a i t h  g e s t u r e  f o r  n e g o t i a t i o n s  t h a t  seemed t o  s i g n a l  an  end t o  t h e  o rdea l .  The 
media images o f  him walking o u t  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  f lashed  hope throughout t h e  country.  

However, t h e  o r d e a l  d id  n o t  end f o r  the r e l ea sed  o f f i c e r .  "1 f e l t  a l i t t l e  b i t  of r e l i e f  
t h a t  n i g h t  because I wasn' t  i n  danger ,  b u t  my h e a r t  was still i n s i d e  t h a t  room. I s t ayed  hyped 
u n t i l  I saw t h e s e  boys g e t  o f f  t h a t  bus a t  t h e  hosp i t a l .  And then  I f e l t  r e l i eved , "  he  r e l a t e d .  

That bus r i d e  d i d  n o t  come on Nov. 27 a s  an t i c ipa t ed .  Talks broke down, and t h e  day came 
and went wi thout  a s e t t l e m e n t .  P raye r s  f o r  t h e  hos tages  continued. 

"1 d e f i n i t e l y  f e l t  t h e  p r a y e r s  of  t h e  people on t h e  outs ide ,"  s a i d  Bedwell,  who is  a 
l i c e n s e d  preacher .  l tThere ts  no o t h e r  way t o  desc r ibe  i t  except  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  p r a y e r s  
t h a t  were going  up ,  t h a t  t h e  Lord gave i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  t o  g i v e  u s  comfort  on t h e  
i n s i d e .  There ' s  no  o t h e r  reasonable  explana t ion  f o r  t h e  t imes o f  peace and comfort t h a t  would 
come over  me on t h e  i n s i d e  except  t h a t  i t  was by t h e  Holy Sp i r i t . "  

A l l  t h r e e  men a g r e e  t h e  o r d e a l  s t rengthened  t h e i r  f a i t h  and commitment t o  ~ o d  and t h e i r  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  " a l l  t h e  l i t t l e  th ings ."  

Bedwell s a i d  h i s  daughter  wanted t o  c l i n g  t o  him, even a f t e r  f i v e  days of freedom. But ,  he 
added, "1 don1 t mind a b i t . "  

Thompson, who was ordained as a deacon a t  M t .  Hope two months ago,  t e a r f u l l y  remembered how 
h i s  two-year-old daughter  would look a t  him i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  fol lowing h i s  r e l e a s e  and want t o  
cry:  "She wouldn' t  have anyth ing  t o  do wi th  me. So we go back home and s h e  was p lay ing  wi th  
( f r i e n d s ) ,  and s h e  s a i d ,  ' I ' m  g l a d  my daddy's  back home.' And wi th in  f i v e  minutes  s h e  came back 
and k i s sed  me. "Nothing meant more t o  me than  tha t . "  

Except perhaps  t h a t  i n s t a n t  Nov. 29 a t  2:22 p.m., when t h e  g a t e  was opened and t h e  
hos tages  walked o u t .  F ree .  

"We wouldn't  b e l i e v e  i t  u n t i l  we walked through t h e  ga t e , "  Bedwell s a i d .  "And then ,  once 
you walked o u t  t h e  g a t e ,  i t  s t i l l  took a l i t t l e  b i t  of time, a few minutes,  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  you 
were f i n a l l y  o u t .  

--more-- 
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"After  going through e i g h t  days ,  i t 's j u s t  no t  something t h a t  you t u r n  o f f .  There was a b i g  
r e l i e f ,  and i t  was f i n a l l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you could j u s t  l e t  go of  a l l  t h e  emotions and you d i d n ' t  
have t o  worry abou t  t r y i n g  t o  be  s t r o n g  anymore, because it  was over. 

"And you could  j u s t  l e t  loose.11 
--3o-- 

B a p t i s t  Chaplain M i n i s t e r s  
To Oakdale Hostage Fami l i e s  

?.- t l ~ R  
By S h e r r i  Brown 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
12/10/87 

OAKDALE, La. (BP )--Southern B a p t i s t  chapla in  Angela Church spen t  h e r  Thanksgiving ho l idays  
min i s t e r ing  t o  hos t age  f a m i l i e s  and f e d e r a l  workers a t  Oakdale Alien Dentent ion Cen te r  i n  South 
Louisiana.  

Church, a c h a p l a i n  t r a i n e e  a t  F e d e r a l  Correc t iona l  I n s t i t u t i o n  i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas, was 
summoned t o  t h e  p r i s o n  soon a f t e r  Cuban d e t a i n e e s  took 28 hostages.  She was p a r t  o f  a nine-  
member chap la in  team chosen t o  work a t  t h e  pr i son .  

Cuban p r i s o n e r s  r i o t e d  and took  t h e  hos tages  Sunday, Nov. 22. The r i o t  e rup ted  a f t e r  Cuba 
and t h e  United S t a t e s  agreed t o  r e p a t r i a t e  2,700 Cubans, c l a s s i f e d  as undes i r ab l e s  by t h e i r  own 
country.  

Church worked 17 hours  a day,  t a l k i n g  with t h e  hostages1 f a m i l i e s  housed a t  a nearby 
Ca tho l i c  church. Members o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Oakdale helped provide t h r e e  meals a day 
f o r  t h e  f a m i l i e s .  

A l l  t h e  a r e a  churches  p i t ched  i n .  "There were no denominational l i n e s ;  no b a t t l e s  f o r  who 
should be recognized ,"  she  s a i d .  

"The worst  day f o r  t h e  f a m i l i e s  was F r iday  morning a f t e r  Thanksgiving. We had expected t h e  
hos tages  t o  be  r e l e a s e d  t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  b u t  a s  t h e  day wore on, we found o u t  it wasn' t  going t o  
happen," Church remembered. 

"But t h e s e  people were people o f  f a i t h .  They c r i e d  and held on t o  each  o t h e r ,  b u t  they  
be l ieved  they 'd see t h e  hos t ages  again."  

Church a l s o  min i s t e r ed  t o  t h e  Bureau o f  P r i sons  workers who surrounded t h e  p r i s o n  y a r d s ,  
ready t o  r e a c t  t o  any v io l ence  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Cuban de ta inees .  

"They were s c a r e d  ,11 she  s a i d .  "They would t e l l  me, '1 lve  never  k i l l e d  anyone. I don ' t  want 
t o  h u r t  anyone.' Some were angry about  n o t  being a b l e  t o  go home. But  t h e r e  was a s ense  of  
bonding t h e r e ,  too." 

A l l  28 hos t ages  were r e l e a s e d  unharmed Monday, Nov. 31. 

That  evening a n  ecumenical Thanksgiving s e r v i c e  was he ld  a t  Sacred Heart Ca tho l i c  church and 
Church was asked t o  Lead i t .  

"It was a marvelous exper ience ,"  s h e  s a id .  "I t a l k e d  about f a i t h  and hope and b e l i e v i n g  weld 
a l l  be home aga in .  By t h a t  t ime we were family,  t h e  family of God." 

Throughout t h e  exper ience ,  Church s a i d ,  she  f e l t  "overwhelmed, bu t  sus t a ined .  A f t e r  i t  was 
ove r ,  I l ea rned  people  had been praying  f o r  me. I r e a l i z e d  then  t h a t  God had been hold ing  me up, 
a s  we l l  as  o thers . "  

--30-- 


