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November 6 ,  1987 

B a t t l e  Against  Obsceni ty  
Is Winnable, E x p e r t s  Say 

JACKSON, Miss. (BP )--A p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  hardcore and c h i l d  pornography which i s  d e v a s t a t i n g  
l i v e s  and d e s t r o y i n g  f a m i l i e s  i n  America can be stopped by thorough educat ion,  c a r e f u l  planning 
and agg res s ive  c i t i z e n  a c t i o n ,  f o u r  anti-pornography e x p e r t s  say. 

The ant i-pornography a c t i v i s t s  addressed a two-day conference of  150 Southern B a p t i s t s  from 
f o u r  s t a t e s  and o t h e r  church and community l eade r s ,  sha r ing  s t o r i e s  o f  human tragedy l i n k e d  t o  
t h e  product ion  and consumption of pornography. 

The conference ,  sponsored by t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Action Commission o f  t h e  H i s s i s s i p p i  B a p t i s t  
Convention and t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission, a l s o  provided r e sou rces  
f o r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  launch  anti-pornography campaigns i n  t h e i r  l o c a l  communities. 

Alan S e a r s ,  who d i r e c t e d  t h e  United S t a t e s  Attorney General 's  Commission on Pornography 
which r epo r t ed  its f i n d i n g s  i n  J u l y  1986, t o l d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h e  commission found t h e r e  was a lmost  
no comparison between t h e  m a t e r i a l  found i n  pornography o u t l e t s  i n  1968 by a s i m i l a r  government 
commission and t h e  much more e x p l i c i t  m a t e r i a l  so ld  today. 

Sea r s ,  now l e g a l  counse l  f o r  C i t i z e n s  f o r  Decency through Law, s a i d ,  "Pornography has  grown 
from a r e l a t i v e l y  small indus t ry  s e l l i n g  hundreds of  mi l l i on  of  d o l l a r s  worth of  materials each 
year t o  a m u l t i b i l l i o n - d o l l a r  i n d u s t r y  which now has o u t l e t s  i n  nea r ly  every community i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s  where it i s  n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  by law enforcement. 

n I n  1968 and r e c e n t l y ,  s t u d i e s  show t h a t  t he  l a r g e s t  category of  consumers of a l l  forms o f  
pornography i n  America i s  12- t o  17-year-old ch i ldren ,"  he pointed out .  

S e a r s  s a i d  t h e  pornographic m a t e r i a l s  which now f a l l  i n t o  t h e  hands of c h i l d r e n  are n o t  t h e  
photos of  pin-up g i r l s  t h a t  were occas iona l ly  seen on t h e  w a l l s  o f  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  garages  i n  
1968. 

For  example, h e  s a i d ,  "There i s  now a whole s e r i e s  of  b e s t - s e l l i n g  video c a s s e t t e s  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  Mis s i s s ipp i ' and  elsewhere t h a t  d e a l s  wi th  t h e  theme of i nces t .  These videotapes,  which a r e  
purchased o r  r e n t e d  by p a r e n t s  and even teenagers ,  d e a l  wi th  sexual  r e l a t i o n s  between mother and 
son ,  b ro the r  and sister and extended family members i nc lud ing  aun t s ,  unc les  and grandparents .  

"Other m a t e r i a l s  a r e  even more e x p l i ~ i t , ~  Sea r s  s a id .  "1 personal ly ,  wi th  my s t a f f ,  went 
i n t o  a s t o r e  i n  Times Square,  and we counted 45 d i f f e r e n t  types  o f  animals which were shown 
engaged i n  s exua l  a c t s  wi th  human beings.  

"We a l s o  ana lyzed  m a t e r i a l s  in 16 pornography o u t l e t s  i n  s i x  major c i t i e s .  The overwhelming 
themes of t h e  m a t e r i a l  commonly a v a i l a b l e  i n  America today a r e  degradat ion and humi l i a t i on  o f  
women and c h i l d r e n  and t h e  rape  myth which says  t h a t  every woman a l i v e  s e c r e t l y  harbors  a d e s i r e  
t o  be taken by f o r c e , "  he  s a id .  

V ic to r  C l i n e ,  a c l i n i c a l  p sycho log i s t  with t h e  Univers i ty  of Utah, s a i d  he is  counse l ing  
wi th  a growing number of c h i l d r e n  who are becoming pornography a d d i c t s  by c a l l i n g  dial-a-porn 900 
numbers from t h e i r  own home te lephones  and l i s t e n i n g  t o  e r o t i c  pornographic recordings.  

C l ine  s a i d  one teenage boy, a f t e r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  a dial-a-porn recording,  went to  a day-care 
c e n t e r  opera ted  by h i s  mother and raped a four-yeaf-old g i r l .  

--more-- 
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"There a r e  two v i c t ims  i n  t h i s  pornography-related crime," C l ine  contended, n t h a  boy who 
l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  pornographic r eco rd ing  and t h e  g i r l  he raped. 

"Many p a r e n t s  do n o t  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e i r  ch i ld ren  a r e  making these  phone c a l l s  u n t i l  t h e  
phone b i l l  comes," C l ine  warned. Other  pa ren t s ,  he s a i d ,  never f i n d  ou t  because t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
use t h e  phone somewhere e l s e .  

He c i t e d  t h e  example o f  c h i l d r e n  who c a l l e d  dial-a-porn on t h e  phone a t  a church dur ing  an  
extended break between s e r v i c e s ,  I n  ano the r  i n s t ance  Cline counseled wi th  a mother whose 13- 
year-old son ,  s e v e r a l  neighborhood f r i e n d s  and h e r  10-year-old daughter  l i s t e n e d  t o  dial-a-porn 
r eco rd ings  f o r  211 minutes  and r a n  up a $74 phone b i l l .  

Immediately a f t e r  t h e  c a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  began a c t i n g  ou t  t h e  sexual  a c t s  they  heard,  and t h e  
son and s e v e r a l  f r i e n d s  had sexua l  i n t e r c o u r s e  with t h e  boy's s i s t e r  a f t e r  she  asked them t o  
"touch her"  l i k e  t h e  woman on t h e  phone had described.  

C l ine  s a i d  t h e s e  same h o r r o r s  a r e  happening a l l  over  America and t h a t  c h i l d r e n  and a d u l t s  
a l i k e  a r e  becoming add ic t ed  t o  dial-a-porn and o t h e r  pornographic materials. 

llOnce t h e s e  k i d s  c a l l  dial-a-porn,  t h e y  never s t o p  making t h e  c a l l s , "  he explained. "It's 
a d d i c t i v e  j u s t  l i k e  he ro in  o r  morphine, and ch i ld ren  i n  near ly  every household i n  America a r e  
j u s t  t h r e e  seconds away from t h i s  kind of pornography. That ' s  about  how long It t akes  t o  d i a l  
t h e  number," he s a i d .  

C l ine  c i t e d  examples of d o c t o r s ,  l awyers ,  judges and o the r  community l e a d e r s  who a r e  
becoming porno a d d i c t s .  "It t a k e s  more and more e x p l i c i t  ma te r i a l  t o  t u r n  t h e s e  people on." 

Cl ine  s a i d  porno a d d i c t s  fo l l ow t h e  p a t t e r n  which inc ludes  add ic t i on ,  d e s e n s i t i z a t i o n  and 
l e g i t i m i z a t i o n .  

J e r r y  Kirk ,  execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Rel ig ious  Al l iance  Against  Pornography, t o l d  
p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  "America and i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  pornography is l i k e  t h e  T i t a n i c  headed f o r  t h e  
iceberg ."  He s a i d  he has  asked God t o  r a i s e  up people t o  "go up on t h e  br idge  o f  t h e  s h i p  t o  
t u r n  i t  around. lt 

Kirk s a i d  h i s  o rgan iza t ion  had jo ined  f o r c e s  wi th  groups l i k e  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  
L i f e  Commission t o  concen t r a t e  on s topping  s p e c i f i c  forms o f  pornography which a r e  a11 i l l e g a l .  

"1 am committed t o  working wi th  Lar ry  Baker of t h e  Chr i s t i an  L i f e  Commission and o t h e r s  i n  
mobi l iz ing  America t o  s t o p  hardcore  and c h i l d  pornography," he said. 

Kirk c a l l e d  on a l l  Southern B a p t i s t s  t o  j o in  t h e  war on pornography. "Families a r e  being 
des t royed  by pornography, and we need t h o s e  t o  j o in  u s  who won't p u t  up wi th  i t ,"  he sa id .  
campaign a g a i n s t  pornography is n o t  a h a t e  campaign, r a t h e r  it is  a campaign of  compassion." 

Rob Showers, execu t ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Nat iona l  Obscenity Enforcement Unit  o f  t h e  U.S. 
Department o f  J u s t i c e ,  t o l d  conference  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  "The f i g h t  a g a i n s t  obsceni ty  and c h i l d  
pornography i n c l u d e s  two o f  t h e  t o p  seven  c r imina l  j u s t i c e  p r i o r i t i e s  of t h e  United S t a t e s  
Department of J u s t i c e  a s  dec lared  by t h e  Attorney General last  March." 

Showers s a i d  t h i s  p l aces  pornography on t h e  same l e v e l  of  concern a s  drugs and t e r ro r i sm.  

llOne o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  f i g h t i n g  pornography is the r e l a t i v e  l a c k  o f  awareness among t h e  
g e n e r a l  pub l i c  and among law enforcement o f f i c i a l s  and prosecutors  as t o  t h e  g r a v i t y  and harmful 
e f f e c t s  of  t h i s  ever - increas ing  p lague ,"  he  s a id .  

Showers a l s o  c i t e d  a l a c k  of unders tanding  about cu r r en t  laws r e l a t e d  t o  pornography. "The 
Supreme Court  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  obsceni ty  has never been p ro t ec t ed  by the F i r s t  Amendment 
o r  any p a r t  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and is  n o t  pro tec ted  today. 

"Yet, i f  you p o l l e d  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of t h i s  country,  they would b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  is  pro tec ted .  
Even i n  law schoo l  f o r  many y e a r s  t h i s  myth was perpetuated," he s a id .  

-more-- 
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Showers s a i d  t h e  l e g a l  d e f i n i t i o n  of obscenity as defined i n  Mil ler  vs. Cal i fornia  came down 
t o  a three-point  t e s t .  "That b a s i c a l l y  can be defined as patent ly  offensive sexual conduct t h a t  
subs tan t i a l ly  throughout t h e  mate r i a l  l acks  ser ious  value and, therefore ,  v i o l a t e s  community 
standards,  he explained.  

Showers c a l l e d  on conference p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  jo in  with the  Chr is t ian  L i fe  Commission and 
o the r  organized groups t o  l e a r n  how t o  f i g h t  pornography. 

"Cit izens a r e  t h e  primary moving force  i n  changing laws and a t t i t u d e s  i n  t h i s  country," he 
sa id .  

"Cit izens s e n t  more than 200,000 l e t t e r s  t o  President Reagan on the  pornography i s s u e ,  which 
is more than on any o t h e r  i s sue , "  Showers said.  "This has had a l o t  t o  do with changes we a r e  
now seeing." 

Showers a l s o  encouraged c i t i z e n s  t o  support t h e i r  l o c a l  prosecutors i n  obscenity cases.  He 
a l s o  asked them t o  s t a y  on j u r i e s  which involve obscenity cases and not t o  ask t o  be excused 
because the m a t e r i a l s  they may have t o  see  during the  t r i a l  a r e  offensive. 

I n  a chal lenge t o  conference p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  Sears to ld  them not  t o  despair  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  
t o  f i g h t  pornography. 

"We a r e  beginning t o  s e e  t h a t  not  only can we win the  war aga ins t  pornography, but  t h a t  
every s t a t e  and community i n  the  country t h a t  has chosen t o  do so is  i n  f a c t  winning t h e  b a t t l e , "  
he sa id .  

--30~- 

Routh Diagnosed With 
Inoperable Cancer 

Bap t i s t  P ress  
1 1 /6/87 

NASHVILLE (BP)--Longtime Southern Bap t i s t  Convention executive Por te r  W. Routh has  developed 
an inoperable malignant tumor i n  h i s  abdomen, h i s  doctors  have reported. 

Routh was execut ive  sec re ta ry  (now pres ident)  and t r easure r  of the  SBC Executive Committee 
from 1951 t o  1979 and has  held numerous o t h e r  denominational posts. 

He underwent surgery Oct. 30, when surgeons discovered the  tumor. They bypassed the  tumor 
with a colostomy and plan t o  t r e a t  i t  with chemotherapy a s  soon a s  he is s t rong enough t o  
withstand the procedures. 

H i s  family and colleagues have sa id  f r i ends  a r e  f r e e  t o  send him cards and l e t t e r s .  He may 
be reached a t  B a p t i s t  Hospi ta l ,  Room 8304, 2000 Church S t . ,  Nashville, Tenn. 37203. I n q u i r i e s  
about h i s  cond i t ion  should be d i rec ted  t o  the  Executive Committee; the  telephone number is  (615) 
244-2355. 

I n  add i t ion  t o  h i s  leadership  of the  Executive Committee, he was secre tary  of   rot her hood 
and promotion f o r  t h e  B a p t i s t  General Convention of Oklahoma, 1941-42; e d i t o r  of  the  B a p t i s t  
Messenger, Oklahoma B a p t i s t s t  weekly newsjournal, 1942-45; secre tary  of the  department of survey, 
s t a t i s t i c s  and information fo r  the  SBC Sunday School Board, 1945-50; senior  secre tary  of the  SBC, 
1945-51; adjunct  professor  a t  Southern Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary, 1979-80; and in ter im 
executive d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Bap t i s t  J o i n t  Committee an Public Affa i rs ,  1980-81. 

--3o-- 

Texas, Virginia  Okay 
Pari-mutuel, Lo t t e ry  

Bap t i s t  P r e s s  
1 1 /6/87 

NASHVILLE (BP)--Voters i n  Texas and Virginia  approved gambling proposals i n  statewide 
e l e c t i o n s  Nov. 3. 

I n  Texas, ' legalized race  t r a c k  gambling won approval f o r  the first time i n  50 yea rs  a s  
vo te r s  turned o u t  i n  unexpectedly l a r g e  numbers. The pari-mutuel gambling referendum, which 
would allow wagering on horse and greyhound races ,  led  57 percent t o  43 percent.  

-more-- 
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V i rg in i a  w i l l  t h e  29th  s t a t e  t o  ope ra t e  a l o t t e r y  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  vo te ,  i n  which 
v o t e r s  by 57-43 pe rcen t  favored a s t a t e -ope ra t ed  l o t t e r y .  

Pari-mutuel wagering drew heavy backing from t h e  San Antonio a r e a  with more than  73 pe rcen t  
suppor t ,  fol lowed by Aust in  a t  68 pe rcen t  and Dal las ,  Houston and F o r t  Worth a l l  a t  57 percent .  
S ta tewide ,  proponents  o f  pari-mutuel drew about  1.2 m i l l i o n  vo te s ,  while  opponents pol led  
927,000. I t  was cons idered  a heavy t u r n o u t  f o r  an of f -year  e l ec t i on .  

Suppor t e r s  o f  pari-mutuel gambling claimed r ac ing  would be a f i n a n c i a l  boon f o r  t h e  s t a t e  
which has  s u f f e r e d  economically because o f  t h e  co l l apse  o f  t he  o i l  industry.  But Sue Cox, 
campaign manager f o r  t h e  ch i e f  oppos i t i on  group Texans Who Care, s a i d  v o t e r s  who favored t h e  
gambling i s s u e  may have been "duped by c la ims  t h a t  pari-mutuel w i l l  b r i ng  economic p rospe r i t y .  

"1 th ink  it was t h e  l u r e  of jobs t o  a s t a t e  t h a t  has  had a s e r i o u s  l o s s  o f  jobs which made 
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  ,11 Cox s a i d .  "1 t h i n k  i t t  s sad  because they  a r e  going t o  be disappointed when' t h e  
p r o j e c t i o n s  do n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e .  

"1 am r e a l l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  Texas B a p t i s t  churches," she sa id .  "In a way t h i s  
was a moral v i c t o r y  s i n c e  i n  June most p o l l s  showed t h e  anti-gambling fo rces  t o  be t r a i l i n g  by a s  
much a s  40 pe rcen t .  

"It is  now o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  be watchdogs of t h e  indus t ry ,  t o  be s u r e  economic b e n e f i t s  
a r e  r e a l i z e d ,  an imals  a r e  n o t  abused and cr ime is  kept  o u t , n  she  s a id .  

P h i l  S t r i c k l a n d ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Texas B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  Life Commission, noted t h a t  
gambling proponents  spen t  twice a s  much on t h e i r  campaign a s  d id  Texans Who Care. 

"Despite t h e  f a c t  we d i d  n o t  have a s  much money a s  t h e  proponents of gambling, our e f f o r t s  
d id  succeed i n  communicating t o  Texans t h e  problems t h a t  accompany l ega l i zed  gambling and i n  
broadening t h e  base  o f  concern about  whether o r  no t  l ega l i zed  gambling is good f o r  Texas," he 
s a i d .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  S t r i c k l a n d  noted t h e  campaign has  r e s u l t e d  i n  a h igh  degree o f  unanimity and 
e f f o r t  among t h e  Texas r e l i g i o u s  community and he p ra i s ed  t h a t  s p i r i t  o f  cooperat ion.  

"The Texas B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission has been involved i n  numerous pub l i c  po l i cy  . 

i s s u e s  f o r  more t han  30 yea r s .  We do n o t  e n t e r  t h a t  a r ena  with any promise t h a t  we w i l l  win them 
a l l ,  b u t  wi th  t h e  conv ic t i on  t h a t  we have t o  speak, a s  b e s t  we understand them, t o  t h e  needs o f  
t h e  people o f  Texas. We w i l l  cont inue  t o  do so," he s a i d .  

Texas B a p t i s t s  were heav i ly  involved i n  t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  pari-mutuel gambling, 
c o n t r i b u t i n g  more t han  $326,000 t o  t h e  e f f o r t  and forming l o c a l  committees a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  t o  
organize  people t o  oppose t h e  referendum. 

The V i r g i n i a  v o t e  ended a decade-long debate  over  t h e  i s s u e  of  a s ta te -opera ted  l o t t e r y .  
Although t h e  s t a t e  may begin t h e  l o t t e r y  on Dec. 1,  it w i l l  be s e v e r a l  months be fo re  t h e  s t a t e  
agency which w i l l  oversee  t h e  games can be  organized and a d i r e c t o r  and f ive  commissioners can be 
appointed by t h e  governor.  

The v i c t o r y  by proponents  came d e s p i t e  t h e  oppos i t ion  of nea r ly  every s t a t e  l e a d e r  who took 
a s t a n d ,  i nc lud ing  most of  t h e  General  Assembly, t h e  a t t o r n e y  gene ra l  -- and a t  t h e  l a s t  minute -- Gov. Gerald L. BaZiles. Three former governors ,  inc luding  Char les  Robb, o f t e n  descr ibed  a s  
t h e  most popular  p o l i t i c i a n  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  a l s o  urged t h e  l o t t e r y ' s  defea t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  l e a d i n g  V i r g i n i a  bus ines s  f i g u r e s  and t h e  s t a t e  o rgan iza t ions  of  Southern  
B a p t i s t s  and United Methodists  opposed t h e  l o t t e r y .  Although t h e  Episcopal  and Cathol ic  d ioceses  
of  V i r g i n i a  d i d  n o t  t ake  a p o s i t i o n  on t h e  i s s u e ,  both of  t h e i r  bishops warned t h e  l o t t e r y  would 
cause hardship  t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  poor. 

The a n t i - l o t t e r y  f o r c e s  outspent  p ro - lo t t e ry  proponents by about  $160,000. Of t h e  $400,000 
r a i s e d  by t h e  a n t i - l o t t e r y  camp, $100,000 came from United Methodists and $70,000 from Southern  
B a p t i s t s .  

--more-- 
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The p r o - l o t t e r y  camp Spent  $240,000, $200,000 of which was r a i s e d  by out-of s t a t e  gambling 
companies and r e l a t e d  i n t e r e s t s ,  accord ing  t o  t he  Richmond Times-Dispatch. S c i e n t i f i c  Games 
Inc . ,  a Georgia-based company t h a t  develops i n s t a n t  l o t t e r y  games, cont r ibu ted  $104,000. 

The new law p r o h i b i t s  a d v e r t i s i n g  t o  encourage people t o  purchase l o t t e r y  t i c k e t s .  But 
J.W. ( B i l l y )  OIBr ien  Jr. of V i r g i n i a  Beach, a member o f  t h e  House o f  Delegates  who has  been t h e  
s t r o n g e s t  s u p p o r t e r  o f  a l o t t e r y ,  promised t o  make an  e f f o r t  t o  a b o l i s h  t h a t  l i m i t a t i o n ,  which h~ 
c a l l e d  "an e x e r c i s e  i n  f u t i l i t y . "  

Although V i r g i n i a  i s  only t h e  second Old South s t a t e  t o  approve a l o t t e r y ,  F l o r i d a  a l s o  
o p e r a t e s  one. The nearby s t a t e s  of  Maryland and West V i rg in i a  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia a l l  
ope ra t e  l o t t e r i e s  and many Vi rg in i ans  have crossed s t a t e  l i n e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  games. 

The referendum div ided  t h e  s t a t e  along c l ea r .u rban - ru ra l  l i n e s .  The so-cal led Urban 
Cor r ido r ,  s t r e t c h i n g  from t h e  suburbs of Washington, through Richmond t o  Norfolk,  heav i ly  f avo re t  
t h e  l o t t e r y ,  wh i l e  t h e  farming r eg ions  o f  t h e  southern and southwestern p a r t s  of t h e  s t a t e  
r e j e c t e d  i t ,  as d i d  t h e  i s o l a t e d  mountainous a r e a s  west of  t h e  Blue Ridge. 

--30-- 
(Cont r ibut ing  t o  t h i s  s t o r y  were J e r i l y n n  Armstrong of  t h e  Dal las  bureau of B a p t i s t  P r e s s  and 
Robert Dilday,  a s s o c i a t e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Rel ig ious  Herald, newsjournal of t h e  B a p t i s t  General  
Assoc ia t ion  o f  V i rg in i a . )  

Minnesota-Wisconsin 
Adopts 5-Year P l a n  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Louise Winningham 1 1 /6/87 

BROOKLYN PARK, Minn. (BPI--Messengers a t  t h e  Minnesota-Wisconsin Southern B a p t i s t  Conventior 
adopted a 5-Year Long Range P l a n ,  approved a $1,475,396 budget,  and re -e lec ted  Larry Faus ,  pa s to r  
of  Gospel B a p t i s t  Church i n  S p a r t a ,  Wis., as p re s iden t  dur ing  t h e i r  annual meeting a t  North 
Center  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Brooklyn Park ,  Minn. 

The long  range  planning committee recommended f i v e  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  1989-1994 plan:  
outreach/evangel ism, congrega t iona l  growth, new work l eade r sh ip  development and stewardship/  
mission suppor t .  The r e p o r t ,  which s o  f a r  ha s  taken two y e a r s  t o  p lan ,  w i l l  be brought  back t o  
t h e  1988 annual  meeting f o r  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n .  

The 1988 budget  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  86 churches and 30 missions a f f i l i a t e d  with t h e  convention t o  
c o n t r i b u t e  $297,000. Of t h e  budget ,  25.5 percent  w i l l  be used t o  suppor t  t h e  worldwide causes  of 
t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, an  i n c r e a s e  of .25 of  a percent  from 1987. 

The convention drew 191 p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  inc luding  108 messengers. 

Valley B a p t i s t  Church i n  Appleton, His . ,  w i l l  hos t  t h e  1988 meeting Nov. 3-5. 
--30-- 

BWA Commission Seeks  
'Human Rights  Day1 

B a p t i s t  Press 
1 1 /6/87 

WASHINGTON (BP)--The B a p t i s t  World A l l i a n c e l s  Human Rights  Commission has  asked a l l  B a p t i s t  
churches t o  mark Sunday, Dec. 6 ,  a s  "Human Rights  Day." 

The day will c e l e b r a t e  t h e  39th  anniversary  of  t h e  United Nat ion ' s  adoption of  t h e  
Universa l  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  Human Rights .  

The occas ion  w i l l  be marked world wide on na t iona l  and l o c a l  l e v e l s  by r e l i g i o u s  and s e c u l a r  
groups ,  BWA Communications D i r e c t o r  John Wilkes sa id .  

I n  a paper  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  commission, P e r  Midteide of  Norway noted a gap between t h e  
o s t e n t i o u s  concern o f  B a p t i s t s  f o r  human r i g h t s  and t h e  a c t u a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  churches. 

The s t r u g g l e  f o r  human r i g h t s  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  on t h e  agenda of many B a p t i s t s ,  Midteide s a i d .  
Human r i g h t s  have n o t  y e t  become an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  mission of t h e  church, and Baptists have 
been slow t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t he  s t r u g g l e  f o r  human r i g h t s  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  
j o in ing  God's h e a l i n g  pass ion  f o r  t h e  world, he added. 

I '  --30-- 
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EL PASO, Texas (BPI--Veteran C h r i s t i a n  publ i sher  Robert Reekie h a s  warned world B a p t i s t s  
, , . ! " a g a i n s t  reducing C h r i s t i a n  pub l i sh ing  t o  a  commodity. 

"We're doing i t  f a s t e r  s o  we can p u t  twice a s  much junk on t h e  market," s a i d  Reekie, 
p r e s i d e n t  and co-founder of  Media Assoc i a t e s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  of  Bloomingdale, Ill. 

Reekie spoke t o  l e a d e r s  from B a p t i s t  publishing houses r ep re sen t ing  15 coun t r i e s  and 25 
languages who a t t ended  t h e  first Southern  B a p t i s t  fore ign  missions-related publ i sh ing  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  i n  E l  Paso ,  Texas, Oct. 26-29. Chr i s t i an  pub l i she r s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  f a i l  t o  
communicate because o f  low con ten t  q u a l i t y  r a t h e r  than t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  equipment, he s a i d .  

'He poin ted  o u t  t h e  "awesome r e s p o n s i b i l i t y n  of  publ i shers  as ga tekeepers  of i d e a s ,  quot ing  
from 2 Cor in th i ans  2: 17 i n  Today's Eng l i sh  Version: "We a r e  no t  l i k e  s o  many o t h e r s ,  who handle 
God's message as i f  it  were cheap merchandise; bu t  because God has  s e n t  us , 'we  speak wi th  
s i n c e r i t y  i n  h i s  presence ,  a s  s e r v a n t s  of  C h r i ~ t . ~  

The c o n s u l t a t i o n  was he ld  a t  one o f  t h e  o l d e s t  and l a r g e s t  C h r i s t i a n  publ i sh ing  c e n t e r s .  
The B a p t i s t  Spanish  Publ i sh ing  House was es t ab l i shed  i n  E l  Paso i n  1905. The 26 i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
B a p t i s t s  and Southern  B a p t i s t  m i s s iona r i e s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  heard t h e o r i e s  about  aging 
i n v e n t o r i e s  and made recommendations concerning networking, ways o f  decreas ing  pub l i ca t i on  c o s t s  
and inc reas ing  sales, and more ex t ens ive  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n  l i t e r a t u r e .  

Reekie, who worked wi th  t h e  David C. Cook Foundation f o r  more than  23 y e a r s  before  founding 
Media Assoc i a t e s ,  t o l d  t h e  group why many C h r i s t i a n  publ i shers  f i n d  themselves with outda ted ,  
inadequate i n v e n t o r i e s :  

-- Lack of t r a i n i n g  f o r  w r i t e r s ,  t r a n s l a t o r s ,  e d i t o r s  and publ i shers .  

-- A d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  amount of  l i t e r a t u r e  aimed a t  Chr i s t i an  b e l i e v e r s .  Only 10 pe rcen t  of 
world C h r i s t i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  is w r i t t e n  f o r  non-Christians, who make up about  70 percent  o f  t h e  
world' a popu la t i on ,  s a i d .  

-- Too much r e l i g i o u s  jargon.  Reekie pleaded f o r  Chr i s t i an  pub l i she r s  t o  produce more 
l i t e r a t u r e  on s e c u l a r  s u b j e c t s  w r i t t e n  by C h r i s t i a n s  with an  a u t h e n t i c  world view. He mentioned 
a s e r i e s  produced i n  Hong Kong t o  h e l p  people f i n d  t h e i r  way around t h e  c i t y  using pub l i c  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  The pub l i she r  earned t h e  r i g h t  t o  be heard by meeting t h e  pub l i c ' s  needs and 
then  produced a book i n  t h e  s e r i e s  about  f i nd ing  t h e  r i g h t  way f o r  one's personal  l i f e  through 
b e l i e f  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  he noted. 

Conference o r g a n i z e r  Alan Compton s a i d  one o f  t h e  most e x c i t i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  meeting was 
t o  s e e  p u b l i s h e r s  looking  a t  pub l i sh ing  needs according t o  languages and c u l t u r e s ,  n o t  
geographica l  boundar ies .  Compton is  a  media consu l t an t  f o r  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Foreign Mission 
Board; uh ich  works w i t h  some 27 pub l i sh ing  m i n i s t r i e s  worldwide that produce 1,083 p e r i o d i c a l s ,  
1,217 book t i t les  and 378 t r a c t s .  

Roberto de  Souza, r ep re sen t ing  t h e  B r a z i l i a n  B a p t i s t  publ i sh ing  house i n  Rio de J a n e i r o ,  
s a i d  t h e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  opened h i s  ayes t o  t h e  non-Portuguese speaking people i n  h i s  country. H i s  
convention has  s t r o n g  home and f o r e i g n  miss ions  programs, he s a i d ,  b u t  admit ted t h a t  as a  
pub l i she r  he had n o t  looked a t  t h e  needs o f  Koreans, Germans and o t h e r  e t h n i c s  i n  B r a z i l ,  He 
promised t o  t a k e  back t o  t h e  B r a z i l i a n  convention 's  publishing min i s t ry  t h e  need t o  he lp  g e t  
m a t e r i a l s  t o  t h e s e  people. 

B a p t i s t s  and mi s s iona r i e s  a t  t h e  conference t a lked  about j o i n t  ven tu re s  they might pursue,  
such as sha r ing  a r t ,  equipment, manuscr ip ts  and e d i t o r s  i n  o rde r  t o  g e t  t h e  gospe l  message o u t  t o  
more people a t  lower c o s t s .  Recommendations included: 

I -- S t a r t i n g  a n e w s l e t t e r  t o  s h a r e  s a l e s  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  informat ion  a s  well as upcoming 
p r o j e c t s  t o  encourage resource  exchange. 
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-- Asking t h a t  r ep resen ta t ives  of the  Southern Bap t i s t  Sunday School Board i n  Nashvil le 

, - 
4 .  . - .  y . A;* - share standards of product iv i ty  and t h e i r  pricing formula. - i.' - ' ."' ." - .. 
>.,%::,;' ." ,,.$ y . * "?'* :'. -- Asking t h e  Foreign Mission Board t o  study t r a in ing  needs and coordinate t r a i n i n g  _ I^ . .. . oppor tuni t ies .  

-- Asking t h e  Foreign Mission Board t o  look a t  the  r o l e  of l i t e r a t u r e  i n  i ts  global  s t r a t egy  
, - ' L. and consider pub l i ca t ion  programs i n  s t r a t e g i c  planning a t  a l l  l eve l s .  

, * . ,  --30-- 
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EDITOR'S ADVISORY: A f e a t u r e  s t o r y  and photograph on B i l l  Moyersl t e l ev i s ion  s p e c i a l  "The 
B a t t l e  f o r  the  Bible1' w i l l  be ava i l ab le  next week. (A shor t  news a r t i c l e  was released through 
B a p t i s t  Press  Nov. 3.) 

I l l i n o i s  B a p t i s t s  Adopt Bap t i s t  P ress  
. . $6.2 Million 1987 Budget 1 1 /6/87 

SALEM, 111. (BP 1--1l l inois  B a p t i s t s  adopted a general  b&et of $6,182,675 and celebra ted 
the  200th anniversary of B a p t i s t  preaching i n  t h e i r  s t a t e  during t h e i r  annual convention Oct. 
27-29. 

The genera l  budget represents  a 3 percent increase over 1987. Messengers a l s o  approved 
budgets of $947,265 f o r  t h e i r  B a p t i s t  Children's Home program and $570,096 f o r  the  B a p t i s t  
Student Center, a dormitory complex near  Southern I l l i n o i s  Universi ty a t  Carbondale. 

Of the $6.1 mi l l ion  budget, the  980 congregations a f f i l i a t e d  with the  I l l i n o i s  B a p t i s t  
S t a t e  Associat ion w i l l  contr ibute  $4,662,218, and w i l l  send 43.6 percent t o  support the  
worldwide missions,  education and evangelism causes of the  Southern Bapt is t  Convention, the  same 
a s  l a s t  year. 

A proposed amendment t o  r o l l  back by 2 percent the amount of CP funds which leaves  the  
s t a t e  was re fe r red  t o  the  board of d i r e c t o r s  f o r  consideration. Gordon Logan, messenger from 
Halsted Road B a p t i s t  Church i n  Rockford, appealed f o r  the  r o l l  back t o  b o l s t e r  church extension 
within I l l i n o i s .  

Besides Cooperative Program g i f t s  from churches, the  s t a t e  associa t ion expects t o  receive  
$1,023,511 from the  Southern B a p t i s t  Home Mission Board; $56,850 from the Southern B a p t i s t  
Sunday School Board; $17,096 from the  Southern Bap t i s t  Annuity Board; $195,000 from I l l i n o i s  
B a p t i s t  Building l e a s e  income; $75,000 from investment income; $150,000 from the  S t a t e  Missions 
Offering; and $3,000 from B a p t i s t  Foundation of I l l i n o i s  earnings. 

Seven hundred t h i r t y  messengers and 438 regis tered v i s i t o r s  were reminded t h a t  200 y e a r s  
ago a Kentucky adventurer  named James Smith f i r s t  ventured i n t o  I l l i n o i s  t o  preach the  f i r s t  
evangelical  message. 

Among h i s  conver ts  were James Lemen and Shadrach Bond. Lemen l a t e r  dist inguished himself 
a s  an ant i -s lavery  leader .  Bond became the  first governor of I l l i n o i s  i n  1818. 

A r e so lu t ion  on AIDS was among those adopted by messengers. The resolut ion ca l l ed  AIDS a 
"worldwide menace1' which reaches ac ross  a l l  boundaries and brings su f fe r ing  t o  a l l  people w i t h  
the  d i sease ,  "as wel l  a s  t h e i r  f ami l i e s  and loved ones." 

The reso lu t ion  a l s o  expressed opposit ion t o  "sexual promiscuity, mar i ta l  i n f i d e l i t y  and t h e  
f a i l u r e  of f a m i l i e s  t o  teach ch i ld ren  t o  be morally responsible i n  matters of  sexual 
re la t ionships , l l  and urged churches " t o  work with famil ies  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  teach our childrent1 
sexual  morali ty and respons ib i l i ty .  

A r e so lu t ion  on Ernest  Mosley expressed g ra t i tude  t o  the  former IBSA executive d i r e c t o r  and 
h i s  family " f o r  t h e i r  love and labors."  Mosley l e f t  the  I l l i n o i s  posi t ion t o  jo in  t h e  s t a f f  of 
the  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention Executive Committee April  1. 

--more-- 
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Dale Clemens, r of Meadow He igh t s  B a p t i s t  Church w a s  r e - e l ec t ed  s t a t e  
p re s iden t .  C h a r l e s  West, p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of  Betha l to ,  was re -e lec ted  v i c e  
p re s iden t .  B i l l  Lewis, l ayperson  from Pennsylvania Avenue B a p t i s t  Church i n  Urbana, was e l e c t e d  
record ing  s e c r e t a r y .  Mar t i  Bingham, layperson  from F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church of Vandalia,  was 
e l e c t e d  a s s i s t a n t  r eco rd ing  s e c r e t a r y .  

Next y e a r ' s  convention w i l l  meet Nov. 2-4 a t  Calvary B a p t i s t  Church i n  Alton. 
--30-- 

BTN Teleconference Addresses 
C r i t i c a l  Parent-Teen I s s u e s  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By T e r r i  Lackey 11/6/87 

:, ' 
NASHVILLE (BPI--The 11,000 o r  s o  p a r e n t s  and teenagers  who tuned i n t o  a l i v e  90-minute 

B a p t i s t  Telecommunication Network t e l econ fe rence  Nov. 2 bombarded a three-person panel  w i th  225 
ques t ions  ranging  from d a t i n g ,  d rugs  and s e x u a l i t y  t o  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  d i s c i p l i n e  and. mandatory 
church a t tendance .  

While t ime pe rmi t t ed  dea l ing  wi th  only  40 ques t ions  on t h e  a i r ,  t e leconference  sponsors  and 
I p a n e l i s t s  agreed  p a r e n t a l  suppor t  groups r ep re sen t  one answer f o r  dea l ing  wi th  ongoing concerns. 

i "You need t o  con t inue  p u t t i n g  your se lves  i n  suppor t  groups," advised J a n i c e  S i l e r ,  a 
9 ' .  p a n e l i s t  and f a m i l y  counse lor  from Raleigh,  N.C. "You need t o  f i n d  someone who s h a r e s  your 

va lues  and t a l k  t o  them." 

I1Hopefully, t h e  t e l econ fe rence  c r e a t e d  d iscuss ion  and dialogue f o r  t h e  p a r e n t s  which c r ea t ed  
a t r u s t  f a c t o r  i n  which they  a l l  could share ,"  s a i d  Gary Hauk, manager of t h e  family enrichment 
s e c t i o n  of  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Sunday School Board's family minis t ry  department which co- 
sponsored t h e  t e l econ fe rence  wi th  t h e  church adminis t ra t ion  department. 

"Hopefully, p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  r e a l i z e  t h e  church can be a resource  f o r  d i scuas ing  and 
working through t h e s e   concern^,^ Hauk added. 

C a l l s  from p a r e n t s  and t eenage r s  a l i k e  kep t  te lephone workers busy dur ing  t h e  

" + e  , 
t e l econ fe rence ,  which was broadcas t  twice  from t h e  BTN s t u d i o  i n  Nashv i l l e  -- once a t  6:30 p.m. 
CST and aga in  a t  8:30 p.m. The double broadcas t  gave viewers from t h e  E a s t  t o  West c o a s t s  a 
chance t o  conven ien t ly  t une  i n .  

Ques t ions  came from 127 viewing l o c a t i o n s  i n  25 s t a t e s ,  inc luding  Sandy, Utah; Longview, 
Wash.; Geronimo, Okla.; Texarkana, Ark.; Greensboro, N.C.; Ta l lahassee ,  F l a . ;  and Gadsden, Ala., 
according t o  Hauk. 

A Floydada,  Texas, cab le  t e l e v i s i o n  company picked up t h e  te leconference  and made i t  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  o f  i ts  4,200 s u b s c r i b e r s ,  a r ep re sen ta t i ve  sa id .  

The panel  i nc luded  Ann S u l l i v a n ,  a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l  a t  Klein High School ,  Houston; Wayne 
Grant ,  a p e d i a t r i c i a n  from San Antonio, Texas; and S i l e r .  

Anointing t e e n s  w i th  love  and a f f i r m a t i o n  was advice shared more than  once dur ing  t h e  
te leconference .  

"We need t o  l o v e  and a f f i r m  ou r  t eens , "  Grant s a id .  "It is easy t o  hug and k i s s  a small 
c h i l d ,  bu t  i t  i s  n o t  s o  easy t o  show a f f e c t i o n  toward teenagers  who pre tend  they don ' t  need it. 

"We must always remain t h e  a d u l t  i n  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  o u r  teens ,"  he added. 

"Think b e f o r e  you speak and l i s t e n  t o  your own words ca re fu l ly , "  S i l e r  advised. nPut-downs 
and in secu re  p h r a s e s  go s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  h e a r t  of a teen.  When t eenage r s  f e e l  love and r e s p e c t  a t  
home, they can  cope wi th  t h e  world be t t e r . "  

S u l l i v a n  t o l d  viewing p a r e n t s  t o  calm in t ense  worr ies  over  whether t h e i r  t eenagers  " w i l l  
make i t  through adolescence.  

--more-- 
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"It's t r u e ,  k i d s  a r e  having t o  grow up r e a l l y  f a s t ,  and they are making dec i s ions  a t  an  

., . 1 
e a r l i e r  age t h a t  maybe t h e i r  p a r e n t s  d i d n ' t  have t o  make. But k i d s  make it through adolescence  

I >  every day. And remember, w e  made it through adolescence," she  s a id .  
. : .  \ , ,  

, * Richard Ross, t e l econ fe rence  co-host and youth min i s t ry  consu l t an t  i n  t h e  church 
admin i s t r a t i on  depar tment ,  s a i d  t h e  phoned-in ques t ions  "represented very t y p i c a l  t ypes  o f  
concerns.  The pane l  o f f e r e d  some very  f i n e  i n s igh t s ,  both p r a c t i c a l  and cons t ruc t ive ,  which we 
hope w i l l  mot iva te  p a r e n t s  t o  come t o g e t h e r  and mutually suppor t  each  other." 

Reports  from s e v e r a l  churches i n d i c a t e d  parents  began suppor t  groups immediately a f t e r  t h e  
t e l econ fe rence .  Many s t ayed  a couple o f  hours  a f t e r  t h e  broadcas t  t o  d i s c u s s  what they  had j u s t  
seen and heard ,  Hauk s a i d .  

Ross s a i d  church  youth m i n i s t e r s  have a l ready  s t a r t e d  a t r end  i n  t h e  convention " t o  b r i n g  
t o g e t h e r  p a r e n t s  of youth. 

nWe a r e  j u s t  hoping t h e  t e l econ fe rence  added motivat ion f o r  more churches t o  g a t h e r  t o g e t h e r  
t h e  pa ren t s  o f  youth  on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s , " , h e  added. 

Hauk s a i d  churches  o r  p a r e n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c r ea t ing  o r  cont inuing  a suppor t  group f o r  
k , p a r e n t s  of  t e e n a g e r s  may c o n t a c t  t h e i r  s t a t e  family  min i s t ry  program l e a d e r s  f o r  advice  on 

a v a i l a b l e  l i t e r a t u r e  o r  f o r  t r a i n i n g .  

He a l s o  c i t e d  Pa ren t ing  by Grace,  a Lay I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Equipping Course developed by t h e  
family m i n i s t r y  and church t r a i n i n g  departments; a Canvention P r e s s  book, Minis te r ing  t o  Youth 
and The i r  P a r e n t s ,  and a q u a r t e r l y  magazine, Living wi th  Teenagers, as he lp fu l  resources.  

The succes s  o f  t h e  t e l econ fe rence  has  prompted t h e  d i scus s ion  of a d d i t i o n a l  l i v e  conferences  
wi th  more s t r eaml ined  themes, Ross s a id .  

While t h e  number o f  viewing s i t e s  w i l l  n o t  be known u n t i l  viewers send i n  pos tcards  w i th  
t h e i r  s i t e  and a t t endance ,  Hauk s a i d  advance promotional packets  were requested by l e a d e r s  from 
more t han  700 l o c a t i o n s .  

. ,  

(BPI photo mailed t o  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers by SSB bureau of B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
*********f ***#ti**** **i*****i 

Utah B a p t i s t s  S h a r e  
T h e i r  F a i t h  Openly 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
By Jim Loury 1 1/6/87 

SANDY,  Utah (BP)--A bold urgency g r i p s  Southern B a p t i s t  p a r e n t s  i n  Utah who a r e  determined 
t o  model C h r i s t i a n  l i f e s t y l e s  f o r  t h e i r  youth i n  t h e  Mormon-dominated v a l l e y  around S a l t  Lake 
Ci ty .  

When t h e  r e c e n t  B a p t i s t  Telecommunication letwork l i v e  te leconference  f o r  pa ren t s  and t e e n s  
ended, 19 o f  t h e  21 persons  p r e s e n t  a t  the 'utah-Idaho B a p t i s t  Convention Bui ld ing  pul led  t h e i r  
c h a i r s  i n t o  a c i r c l e  f o r  ano the r  one and one-half hours o f  s e r i o u s  conversat ion.  

They d i scus sed  l i v i n g  C h r i s t i a n  l i v e s  a s  examples, peer  p re s su re  f o r  youth,  nega t ive  
i n f luence  o f  t e l e v i s i o n ,  fo rced  church a t tendance  and s t rengthening  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  through 
admi t t i ng  mi s t akes  t o  youth. 

But a long  w i t h  t hese  problems faced by youth and pa ren t s  i n  every  Southern B a p t i s t  church,  
t h e  i n c r e d i b l y  s t r o n g  Mormon i n f l u e n c e  g i v e s  these  youth an a d d i t i o n a l  p r e s su re  which permeates 

. t h e i r  l i v e s  every  day ,  accord ing  t o  p a r e n t s  a t  t he  meeting. 

Of t h e  pe r sons  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  te leconference ,  one was a former member of t h e  Church o f  J e s u s  
C h r i s t  o f  Latter-Day S a i n t s ,  o r  Mormon, and seve ra l  were " t ransplan ted t t  B a p t i s t s  from Texas,  
Tennessee and New Mexico. They agreed  t h a t  church members i n  Utah are gene ra l ly  more open wi th  
t h e i r  commitment and ready t o  t a l k  about  t h e i r  Lord. 

Gary Misener ,  a s s o c i a t e  p a s t o r  f o r  music and youth a t  Southeas t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  S a l t  Lake 
C i ty  and who was educated a t  a B a p t i s t  c o l l e g e  and seminary i n  Texas, s a i d  boldness is n o t  a 
cholce  . 

--more-- 



Page 10 B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

, .... . "We've g o t  t o  be more committed because we a r e  smaller ,"  Hisener  explained.  "Our youth a r e  
' . . confronted d a i l y  by t h o s e  who are non-Christians." 

. . I* 

The t r a n s p l a n t e d  B a p t i s t s  c i t e d  s o c i a l ,  economic, bus iness  and personal  p re s su re  t o  a t t e n d  
. t h e  Mormon Church. 

.I 

Pam Wolff,  v o l u n t e e r  youth d i r e c t o r  a t  Alta Canyon B a p t i s t  Church, sa id  youth f i nd  i t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  d a t e  o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n s  because they  are surrounded by young Mormons who r e g u l a r l y  
i n v i t e  them t o  a t t e n d  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e i r  churches. 

F a c i l i t i e s  o f  Southern  B a p t i s t  churches cannot begin t o  compare with t h e  Mormon worship and 
a c t i v i t y  c e n t e r s ,  which a r e  completely pa id  f o r  before t h e  doors  open. They have a c e r t a i n  
a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  t o  o f f e r  youth which Southern  B a p t i s t s  here  cannot a f ford .  

The p r e s s u r e  t o  conform can  a l s o  be f e l t  by adu l t s  i n  t h e  workplace, One woman a t  t h e  
te leconference  s a i d  s h e  r a s  t h e  only  C h r i s t i a n  employee i n  a s u b u r b a n , s t a t e  government o f f i c e .  

J u s t  when i t  would appear  Southern  B a p t i s t s  i n  Utah should be ready t o  g i v e  up i n  a hopelese 
s i t u a t i o n ,  a f a i t h  bubbles t o  t h e  t op  which r evea l s  an  indomitable s p i r i t  o f  be l i ev ing  i n  t h e  

. - power o f  God t o  h e l p  them every day. 

New e f f o r t s  a r e  being made by new f a c e s  i n  Southern B a p t i s t  churches i n  Utah. 

Rhonda Cooper is a vo lun tee r  youth d i r e c t o r  a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  West Val ley  C i t y ,  
Utah, who moved t o  t h e  S a l t  Lake a r e a  j u s t  a few months ago because "God s a i d  come here." 

The Texas n a t i v e  suppor t s  h e r s e l f  as an independant consu l t an t  a s s i s t i n g  i n  a s tudy  a t  t h e  
Univers i ty  of Utah on t h e  s t r e s s  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  aging,  ill spouses. 

She s a i d  miss ionary  journeyman t r a i n i n g  i n  Japan helped her understand t h e  r o l e  o f  Mormonisn 
i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  Utah. Cooper and o t h e r s  a t  t h e  teleconference agreed Utah could a p p r o p r i a t e l y  
be c a l l e d  a f o r e i g n  miss ion  f i e l d  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

Four youth  d i r e c t o r s  a t  t h e  te leconference  pointed t o  a new u n i t y  among Southern B a p t i s t s  i n  
Utah. Wolff,  who a l s o  is a s s o c i a t i o n a l  youth d i r e c t o r ,  coord ina tes  monthly even t s  f o r  Southern 
B a p t i s t  youth t o  give them a f e e l i n g  of  be ing  p a r t  of t h e  denomination. 

Local church l e a d e r s  p lan  e v e n t s  f o r  youth t o  a t t e n d  and then t r y  t o  l i v e  l i k e  they expec t  
t h e  youth t o  l i ve .  They surround each o t h e r  with care .  

One pa ren t  a t  t h e  t e l econ fe rence  expressed disappointment and f r u s t r a t i o n  because s h e  had 
been unable t o  e s t a b l i s h  a family devot ion  time. 

I t  was 10 p.m. and everyone had s t a r t e d  t o  leave.  Immediate a t t e n t i o n  and suppor t  were 
- g i v e n  t o  t h e  mother from a l l  sides. The la te  hour was fo rgo t t en  and t h e  s u f f e r i n g  was shared ,  
suppor t  pledged,  i d e a s  o f f e r e d  and p raye r  promised. 

Th i r ty  minutes  later, they  jo ined  hands for a c l o s i n g  prayer ,  ready t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s  w i th  new commitment and enthusiasm t o  face  t h e  same pressures  tomorrow -- without  
compromise. 
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