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Consulting Ed i to r s  Approved 
For New Bib l e  Commentary By Linda Lawson 

NASHVILLE (BPI--A s l a t e  of s i x  consul t ing e d i t o r s  and two a l t e r n a t e s  f o r  a new conservative,  
multi-volume Bible commentary was approved without opposition during a ca l l ed  meeting of the  
t r u s t e e s  of the  Southern Bap t i s t  Sunday School Board Oct. 22. 

After 25 minutes of  d iscuss ion,  t r u s t e e s  approved i n  a voice vote the s l a t e  presented by the  
administrat ion.  Three consult ing e d i t o r s  w i l l  work with the Old Testament por t ion of t h e  
commentary and t h r e e  with the  New Testament, along with one a l t e r n a t e  fo r  each testament who 
would serve i f  an e d i t o r  could not  complete the  assignment. 

The commentary, t o  be w r i t t e n  by b i b l i c a l  i n e r r a n t i s t s ,  was approved by t h e  t r u s t e e s  i n  
February 1987, with the first volume expected t o  be released i n  1991. 

In the  motion which ins t ruc ted  the  board t o  proceed with a new conservative commentary. "with 
haste,"  t r u s t e e s  were s p e c i f i c  i n  t h e i r  ins t ruc t ions  about the  content, saying the multi-volume 
work Ifis t o  r e f l e c t  a s t rong scholar ly  defense of the t r a d i t i o n a l  authorship o f  the  b i b l i c a l  
books, Mosaic authorship  o f  the  Pentateuch and a presentation of  an apologetic For creationism i n  
the in t roduct ion t o  Genesis." 

Trustees a l s o  sa id:  l l A l l  au thors  involved i n  the  wri t ing of  t h i s  commentary should hold t o  
the  posi t ion o f  inerrancy." 

I 

A t  t h e i r  August 1987 meeting, t r u s t e e s  reserved the  r i g h t  t o  approve consult ing e d i t o r s  f o r  
the  p ro jec t  and named Paige Pa t t e r son ,  pres ident  of the  Criswell Center f o r  B ib l i ca l  Studies  i n  
Dallas, Texas, as the  first of s i x .  

Pat terson,  45, w i l l  serve  on t h e  New Testament team. He holds a bachelor's degree from 
Hardin-Simmons Univers i ty ,  Abilene, Texas, and a master's and doctorate i n  theology from New 
Orleans Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary. He served a s  managing e d i t o r  of the Criswell Study Bible. 

Other consul t ing e d i t o r s  f o r  the  New Testament a r e  Robert Sloan, a s soc ia te  professor of  
r e l i g i o n  a t  Baylor Universi ty,  Waco, Texas, and Cur t i s  Vaughan, professor of  New Testament a t  
Southwestern Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary, For t  Worth, Texas. The a l t e r n a t e  e d i t o r  f o r  the  New 
Testament i s  Richard R.  Meliek J r . ,  professor  and chairman of the New Testament and Greek 
departments a t  Mid-America Bap t i s t  Theological Seminary, Memphis, Tenn. 

Sloan, 38, holds a bachelor of  a r t s  degree from Baylor, master of d i v i n i t y  degree from 
Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton,  N . J . ,  and a doctorate i n  theology from the  Universi ty 
of Basel, Switzerland, He is a con t r ibu to r  t o  the  Laymen's Bible Dictionary t o  be released i n  
1988 by the  Holman d i v i s i o n  of the  board. 

Vaughan, 62, has taught a t  Southwestern s ince  1950 and was a general e d i t o e  f o r  The New 
Testament from 26 Transla t ions .  He i s  a graduate of Union University, Jackson, Tenn., and holds a 
bachelor of d i v i n i t y  and doctora te  i n  theology from Southwestern. 

Meliek, 42, has  taught a t  Mid-America s ince  1980 and was co-editor and c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  a book 
on the  Bap t i s t  perspect ive  of au thor i ty  and in te rp re ta t ion .  He has a bachelor 's  degree from 
Columbia Bible College, master of d i v i n i t y  from T r i n i t y  Evangelical Divinity School, Deerf ie ld ,  
Ill., and a doctora te  i n  theology from Southwestern. 

--more-- 
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Consulting editors for the Old Testament are L. Russ Bush 111, associate professor of 
philosophy of religion at Southwestern, Kenneth Pathews , professor of Old Testament and Semitics , 
Criswell College, and Larry L. Walker, professor of Old Testament and Semitic languages at Mid- 
America. The alternate is Duane A. Garrett, assistant professor of Old Testament at Mid- 
America. 

Bush, 42, holds a bachelor's degree from Mississippi College, Clinton, and a master's and 
doctorate in theology from Southwestern. He is co-author of "Baptists and the Bible." 

Mathews, 37, is managing editor of the Criswell Theological Review. He has a bachelor's 
degree from Dallas Baptist University and a master's and doctorate from the University of 
Michigan. 

Walker, 5 5 ,  taught at Southwestern Seminary 15 years until he joined the Mid-America faculty 
in 1980 and has been a contributor to three Bible dictionaries and two Bible encyclopedias. He 
has a bachelor's degree from Bob Jones University, bachelor of divinity from Northern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, master of arts from Wheaton College and a doctorate from Dropsie College 
for Hebrew and Cognate Learning. 

Garrett, 34, was a Southern Baptist missionary to Korea five years and co-edited with Melick 
a book on authority and interpretation. He has a bachelorts degree from Rice University in 
Houston, master of divinity from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and a doctorate in religion 
from Baylor. 

James Clark, senior vice president for publishing and distribution, said more than 20 
nominees for consulting editors came from trustees and an advisory group including SBC President 
Adrian Rogers and nine former convention presidents. 

"We tried to choose scholars representing a balance of skills needed t o  do the work," said 
Clark. Balance was sgught in linguistic skills, biblical expertise, scholarship assignment-and 
editorial skills. 

Clark said Michael Smith, general editor for the commentary and chief' editor of general 
religious books in the Broadman products department, interviewed many whose names were suggested 
concerning their commftment to the Chicago Statement on Inerrancy and the place of the Bible in 
their lives. 

Clark said the consulting editors will recommend writers and suggest possible names for the 
commentary in addition to editing the material. All three editors on each team will read all of 
the material related to the Old or New Testament. 

Bill Tisdale, pastor of First Baptist Church of Henderson, Texas, asked whether 
eschatological views (concerning the end of time and the second coming of Christ) were considered 
in selecting consulting editors. 

Dean Mathis, pastor of Taylor Memorial Baptist Church of Hobbs, N.M., and a member of the 
Broadman Committee which unanimously recommended the editors to the full board, said he believes 
the editing process and the editors1 mutual respect for each other will enable them to be fair to 
differing views. 

Other questions from trustees concerned writers and the process for naming the commentary. 

A total of 62 trustees on the 85-member board attended the meeting which was the third 
called meeting of the full trustee board in the last 35 years. Others were held in 1954 and 
1977. 

--3O-- 

Market's Bearclaws Fail Baptist Press 
To Shred Baptist Funds By Marv Knox 10/23/87 

. . 
NASHVILLE (BPI--The stock marketf s record 508-point crash Oct. 19 failed to inflict 

significant wounds on Southern Baptist Convention investments, fund managers reported in the 
aftermath llBlack Monday." 

--more-- 
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**The danger i s  p a s t ;  we're s t i l l  p o s i t i v e  about  t h e  out look o f  t h e  economy through t h e  
middle o f  t h e  nex t  decade,"  s a i d  H o l l i s  Johnson, p r e s iden t  of the Southern B a p t i s t  Foundation. 
Johnson and o t h e r  SBC fund managers commented on t h e  market 's  e r r a t i c  behavior  l a t e r  i n  t h e  week, 
a f t e r  it had begun t o  r ecupe ra t e  from i ts  Black Monday l o s s .  

"We're i n v e s t o r s ,  n o t  t r a d e r s  o r   speculator^,^ s a i d  Johnson, r e f l e c t i n g  an opinion o f  h i s  
co l leagues .  llWelre still  long-term o r i e n t e d .  We're no t  going t o  l o s e  s i g h t  of long-term g o a l s  
because of  a shor t - te rm loss . "  

SBC fund managers ope ra t e  w i th  d u a l  g o a l s  -- s t a b l e  growth and s e c u r i t y .  That philosophy 
l e f t  Southern B a p t i s t  money i n  r e l a t i v e l y  good shape. Money managers from a c r o s s  t h e  convention 
descr ibed  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n s :  

-- Assets  of  t h e  SBC Annuity Board, which manages t h e  pension funds f o r  t h e  denomination's 
m i n i s t e r s ,  remain i n  " exce l l en t  cond i t i on , "  AB Pres ident  Darold H. Morgan repor ted .  

"Every a n n u i t a n t  now r e c e i v i n g  b e n e f i t s  w i l l  cont inue t o  r ece ive  b e n e f i t s  exac t ly  accord ing  
t o  ou r  c o n t r a c t  of ~ e t t l e m e n t , ~  Morgan s a i d .  "There is no danger t o  t he se  b e n e f i t s  now, and we 
s e e  none i n  t h e  fu tu re . "  

"A r e t i r e m e n t  p l an  is  a long-term plan,', added Harold Richardson, t h e  board ' s  s e n i o r  v i c e  
p re s iden t  f o r  inves tments ,  add re s s ing  f e a r s  concerning t h e  market 's short- term l o s s e s .  "Sudden 
economic s h i f t s  -- up o r  down -- a r e  smoothed o u t  over  time un le s s  one makes a specu la t i ve  
dec i s ion  and beg ins  moving money around i n  panic." 

Annuitants  w i th  money i n v e s t e d  i n  t h e  board 's  Variable Fund, which p r imar i l y  is composed o f  
common s t o c k s ,  were most vu lne rab l e  t o  t h e  c rash .  But Richardson caut ioned a g a i n s t  panic: 

',Paper l o s s e s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a c t u a l  l o s se s .  Moving money ... a t  a low po in t  is a 
c e r t a i n .  way t o  l a s e .  It i s  now too '  l a te  t o  make t h a t  move. Over t ime,  t h e s e  values have always 
gone up." 

Annuitants  w i th  money i n  t h e  board ' s  o t h e r  funds were more secure .  

"Money c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Fixed, Fund o r  t h e  Short-Term Fund is  neve r . i nves t ed  i n  s tocks ,"  
Richardson sa id . '  "The Fixed Fund w i l l  c r e d i t  9.5 percent  annual ea rn ings  on con t r ibu t ions  and 
accumulat ions i n  1987. The Short-Term Fund pays a v a r i a b l e  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  dependent on t h e  money 
market r a t e . "  

And t h e  Balanced Fund, wi th  l e s s  t han  h a l f  i ts a s s e t s  i n  s t o c k s ,  " w i l l  s u f f e r  less paper 
l o s s e s  than  t h e  Var i ab l e  Fund," Richardson s a i d .  The s t rong  bond market,  which "balances" t h e  
s t o c k s  i n  t h i s  fund ,  should o f f s e t  some of t h e  l o s s e s  incur red  by t h e  s t o c k s ,  he  added. 

"We a r e  h e r e  f o r  t h e  l ong  term,'' Morgan s t r e s s e d .  "We expect  recovery.  I n  t h e  meantime, 
t h e r e  i s  no t h r e a t  t o  income being r ece ived  by ou r  annuitants ."  

-- The SBC Sunday School Board was a b l e  t o  "avoid a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  of the market downturnt1 
i n  i t s  r e t i r e m e n t  trust fund and r e s e r v e  funds,  s a i d  E.V. King, v i ce  p re s iden t  f o r  bus iness  and 
f inance  . 

,'We moved a l o t  o f  our  r e sou rces  be fo re  Black Monday i n t o  cash o r  fixed-income resources ,"  
King s a i d ,  n o t i n g  a c t i o n  was based on advice  of ou t s ide  money managers and t h e  board 's  a n a l y s i s .  

A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  board ' s  r e s e r v e s  and r e t i r emen t  funds dropped only 8.9 percent  t h e  week 
fo l lowing  Oct,  15, compared t o  t h e  S tandard  & Poor 500's drop o f  26.2 percent .  

I "Now our p o s i t i o n  i s  t o  s i t  i n  t h e  b l eache r s  and c lo se ly  observe t h e  game," King sa id .  Be 
noted t h e  board w i l l  cont inue  t o  t r y  t o  p re se rve  t h e  c a p i t a l  ga ins  i t  enjoyed dur ing  the marke t ' s  
r e c e n t  growth, 

. . 
-- SBC Fore ign  Mission Board o f f i c i a l s  sa id  they were pleased t h e  board 's  "de l ibe ra t e ly  

conserva t ive"  investment  po l i cy  he ld  up we l l .  --more-- 
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Less  t h an  one-quar te r  of FMB funds a r e  i n  s t o c k s ,  s a i d  P r e s iden t  R. Kei th  Parks.  And s i n c e  
funds from temporary ca sh  f low a r e  t h e  l a r g e s t  sou rce s  o f  i nves t ab l e  money, more t h a n  50 p e r c e n t  
o f  FMB inves tment  a s s e t s  a r e  i n  money market s e c u r i t i e s ,  unaf fec ted  by t h e  market drop.  

The market v a l u e  o f  t h e  boa rd ' s  common s t o c k  p o r t f o l i o  d id  drop,  noted Ca r l  Johnson,  FMB 
v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  f o r  f i n a n c e .  However, t h e  p o r t f o l i o ' s  d e c l i n e  was "much s m a l l e r  o v e r a l l n  t han  t h e  
market l o s s .  And s i n c e  t h e  boa rd ' s  common s t o c k  ho ld ings  a r e  f o r  long-term inves tment ,  t h e  board 
w i l l  n o t  be f o r c e d  t o  se l l  any s e c u r i t i e s  because o f  t h e  market d e c l i n e ,  he  added. 

-- The SBC Home Mission board r ece ived  minimal impact from t h e  market,  o f f i c i a l s  s a i d .  

"Less t h a n  1 p e r c e n t  o f  ou r  t o t a l  inves tment  is i n  an e q u i t y  market where we depend upon t h e  
income t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  b a s i c  budget ,"  s a i d  C o n t r o l l e r  Van Nichols.  

The HMB chu rch  l o a n s  d i v i s i o n ' s  funds  a r e  i n v e s t e d  e i t h e r  i n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  d e p o s i t  o r  
government s e c u r i t i e s ,  r e p o r t e d  d i v i s i o n  D i r e c t o r  Robert  L. Ki lgore.  No money f o r  church l o a n s  
i s  i n v e s t e d  i n  s t o c k s ,  h e  s a i d .  

-- The same is  t r u e  f o r  t h e  Texas B a p t i s t  Church Loan Corporat ion,  s a i d  P r e s i d e n t  Bruce W. 
Bowles. Loans a r e  gene ra t ed  from commercial sou rce s  such  a s  banks, s av ings  and l o a n  companies 
and i n su rance  firms, h e  s a i d ,  add ing  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  owns no s t ocks .  

"The on ly  impact  on u s  w i l l  be  when i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  change," Bowles repor ted .  He no ted  some 
banks a l r e a d y  have lowered t h e  prime rate. 

-- About one- four th  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  B a p t i s t  Founda t ion ' s  $8 m i l l i o n  i n  a s s e t s  was i n v e s t e d  i n  
s t o c k s  when t h e  market  c r a shed ,  s a i d  George Borders ,  execu t i ve  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  
founda t ion .  nWe w i l l  expe r i ence  some l o s s ,  b u t  i t 's n o t  going t o  be t raumat ic , "  he r epo r t ed .  

' None o f  t h e  f b u n d a t i o n : ' ~  $2 m i l l i o n  w o r t h ' o f  s t o c k s  was so ld  dur ing  t h e  pan i c  "because t hey  
a r e  q u a l i t y  s t o c k s , "  Borders  s a i d .  Although t h e y  i n i t i a l l y  l o s t  va lue ,  t h e y  rebounded l a t e r  i n  
t h e  week. 

Meanwhile, when t h e  market dropped,  t h e  founda t ion  bought low-priced s t o c k s  t h a t  now a r e  
a p p r e c i a t i n g  and w i l l  h e l p  r e cove r  some o f  t h e  l o s s ,  h e  s a i d .  "A month from now, we' a r e  go ing  t o  
be ahead o f  where we were b e f o r e  l a s t  Monday,'' he  p r ed i c t ed .  

-- The market  c r a s h ' s  impact  was minimal on t h e  Arkansas B a p t i s t  Foundat ion,  s a i d  P r e s i d e n t  
Harry Trulove.  That is  because o f  t h e  founda t i on ' s  emphasis on income, he s a i d ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  
founda t ion  does  n o t  d i s t r i b u t e  c a p i t a l  g a i n s  b u t  s imply r e i n v e s t s  gains t h a t  a r e  made. 

"Here i n  Arkansas ,  o u r  p o r t f o l i o  is managed p r i m a r i l y  f o r  incomeYn he s a i d .  "This w i l l  
minimize t h e  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  s l i d e  i n  t h e  s t o c k  market." 

-- The Sou the rn  B a p t i s t  Foundat ion had $16 m i l l i o n  o f  its $61.4 m i l l i o n  a s s e t  base  i n  s t o c k s  
on Black Monday, Johnson s a i d .  The ba l ance ,  i n  fixed-income s e c u r i t i e s ,  shor t - te rm funds and 
o t h e r  i nves tmen t s ,  he lped  t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  assets, he  s a i d ,  no t i ng  some of t h a t  ba lance  a c t u a l l y  
ga ined  because of i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  bond market.  

The founda t i on  manages i n v e s t e d  funds  f o r  Southern  B a p t i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and s t a t e  B a p t i s t  
convent ions.  None o f  t h o s e  groups  t h a t  own s t o c k s  l o s t  money below t h e  p r i c e  a t  which t h e y  
bought t h e  s t o c k s ,  Johnson r e p o r t e d .  

He a l s o  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  c r a s h  may have long-term b e n e f i t s  by making market p a r t i c i p a n t s  more 
c a u t i o u s  and by f o r c i n g  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and Congress t o  work on e l im ina t i ng  t h e  f e d e r a l  d e f i c i t .  

--30-- 

D a l l a s  B a p t i s t  P r e s i d e n t  
Marvin Watson Res igns  By Toby Druin 

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
10/23/87 .. . 

DALLAS (BPI--W. Marvin Watson Jr., bowed t o  a  y e a r  of mounting p r e s su re  and r e s igned  
Oct. 21 a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  D a l l a s  B a p t i s t  U n i v e r s i t y  du r ing  a  s p e c i a l  c a l l e d  meet ing o f  t r u s t e e s .  

-more-- 
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' he  r e s i g n a t i o n  w i l l  be e f f e c t i v e  a lmost  immediately, Watson t o l d  t h e  B a p t i s t  S tandard ,  
a l though he t o l d  t h e  t r u s t e e s  he w i l l  t ake  a few days "c leaning  o u t  my desk." 

Af te r  an execu t ive  s e s s i o n  where t r u s t e e s  d iscussed  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  more than  an hour ,  
t r u s t e e  Frank Monroe o f  Da l l a s  s a i d  t h e  t r u s t e e s  had accepted i t  and had named J e r r y  F. Dawson, 
d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Texas B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  Education Coordinat ing Board a s  i n t e r im  c h i e f  execu t ive  
o f f i c e r  of  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

The 63-year-old Watson, who came t o  t h e  beleaguered school  i n  1979 and l e d  i t  from t h e  
b r ink  o f  f i n a n c i a l  d i s a s t e r ,  t o l d  t h e  t r u s t e e s  i n  t h e  c a l l e d  meeting t h a t  he has  "been charged 
wi th  every th ing  excep t  murderv and t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  people on campus, f a c u l t y  and deans 
a l i k e ,  t h a t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I should leave."  

"You cannot  have a d iv ided  i n s t i t u t i o n , "  he s a id .  "There i s  no reason t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  
going  t o  l e a v e ,  s o  we (he and h i s  w i f e ,  Marion) have decided i t  is  much e a s i e r  f o r  us  t o  leave." 

He s a i d  he had g iven  Monroe a l e t t e r  of r e s igna t ion  J u l y  1, bu t  t h e  chairman had dec l ined  t o  
a c t  on i t  a t  t h e  t ime.  Watson a l s o  noted t h a t  on a t  l e a s t  two o t h e r  occasions he had asked t h e  
t r u s t e e s  t o  begin  t o  s eek  h i s  successor .  

Watson's a u t o c r a c t i c  management s t y l e  has  long kept  him a t  odds with t h e  f acu l ty .  But about  
a year  ago,  one f a c u l t y  member, James Pa rke r ,  wrote t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  s choo l ' s  
involvement w i th  t h e  Napoleon H i l l  Foundation, claiming t h e  founder ' s  views were con t r ad i c to ry  t o  
DBUt s s ta tement  of f a i t h .  The DBU' s-Hi11 l i n k  was subsequently dropped. 

Parker  a l s o  charged t h a t  new f a c u l t y  and staff were r equ i r ed  by Watson t o  g ive  5 pe rcen t  o f  
t h e i r  s a l a r y  back t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  That f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  were requi red  t o  s i g n  up f o r  
"phantom coursesw which t h e y  d id  n o t  a t t e n d ,  b u t  were designed t o  i n f l a t e  t h e  school ' s  enro l lment  
f i g u r e  t o  i n c r e a s e  Cooperat ive Program a l l o c a t i o n s ;  and t h a t  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  member's s a l a r i e s  
were c u t  if t h e r e  were n o t  enough s t u d e n t s  t o  give them a f u l l  t eaching  load.  A s p e c i a l  
committee o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  was named t o  s tudy  t h e  charges.  Pa rke r ' s  c o n t r a c t  was no t  renewed f o r  
t h e  c u r r e n t  s choo l  yea r .  

Over t h e  l as t  y e a r ,  s e v e r a l  anonymous l e t t e r s  had been w r i t t e n  t o  t r u s t e e s ,  t o  t h e  D a l l a s  . 
media and o t h e r s .  Two weeks ago a four-page single-spaced l i t t e r ,  o u t l i n i n g  var ious  charges  
a g a i n s t  Watson, was s e n t  t o  t h e  B a p t i s t  Standard and t h e  t r u s t e e s .  An ad hoc group o f  t h e  D a l l a s  
B a p t i s t  Assoc i a t i on  h a s  met wi th  Watson dur ing  t h e  year  about  t h e  charges and r epo r t ed ly  a group 
of f a c u l t y  members r e c e n t l y  h i r e d  a p r i v a t e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t o  probe t h e  main matter. 

Watson, i n  h i s  remarks t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  a "ream1' of m a t e r i a l s  t h e  t r u s t e e s  had 
been s e n t  over  t h e  l a s t  year .  "It g e t s  awful ly  tiresome," he s a i d ,  ' 'regarding t h e  charges." 

He noted t h a t  he and Mrs. Watson had committed $1.8 m i l l i o n  t o  DBU and w i l l  cont inue  t o  
suppor t  t h e  s choo l  as long  a s  it  champions b i b l i c a l  iner rancy  and t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  system. .. 

"Marion and I w i l l  cont inue  t o  suppor t  Dallas B a p t i s t  Univers i ty  wi th  f r i e n d s ,  freshman and 
funds,"  Watson s a i d .  "For we b e l i e v e  DBU's mission i s  cor rec t . "  

Watson became p r e s i d e n t  i n  September 1979. He previous ly  had been a s soc i a t ed  wi th  Lone S t a r  
S t e e l  Company, worked i n  t h e  Lyndon B. Johnson admin i s t r a t i on  as Postmaster  General of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  and had been a v i c e  p re s iden t  o f  Occidental  Petroleum Corporat ion before  coming t o  DBU. 

He noted i n  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s  t h a t  t h e  d e b i t  of t he  u n i v e r s i t y  had been 
reduced from $6.5 m i l l i o n  t o  $3.5 m i l l i o n  dur ing  h i s  t enu re ,  t h a t  ope ra t ing  funds had gone from a 
$1.1 m i l l i o n  d e f i c i t  t o  a $1.3 m i l l i o n  s u r p l u s ,  t h a t  assets had doubled t o  $25.2 m i l l i o n ,  
endowment had i n c r e a s e d  from $2.4 m i l l i o n  t o  $9.3 m i l l i o n ,  and enrol lment  had r i s e n  from 961 
s t u d e n t s  t o  a t o t a l  o f  1,866 t h i s  f a l l .  

W.A. Criswell, p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Da l l a s ,  a t r u s t e e  when t h e  school  ;was 
moved t o  Da l l a s  from Decatur  i n  1965, and a t r u s t e e  most o f  t he  yea r s  s i n c e ,  c r e d i t e d  Watson wi th  
" r a i s i n g  t h e  s choo l  from the  dead." 

--more-- 
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I n  comments made before t h e  board went i n t o  executive s e s s ion  Criswell s a i d  t h e  school  was 
s o  ndeadll b e f o r e  Watson came a s  p r e s i d e n t  t h a t  he had o f f e r ed  t o  t ake  i t  over  himself .  

"Because o f  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  thought t h a t  I would possess  i t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  some 
n a t i o n a l  leaders , ' '  he s a i d ,  l1they g o t  t o  work and i n  r e t a l i a t i o n  made t h e  money t o  make i t -  (DBU) 
reviable. l l  The Texas B a p t i s t  execut ive  board approved $2.5 mi l l i on  g i f t / l o a n  package f o r  DBU i n  
1982. 

Cr iswel l  s a i d  t o  Watson, "It was you t h a t  brought t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  l i f e ,  t o  v i a b i l i t y ,  t o  
s t r e n g t h  ... you d i d  it." 

He s a i d  t h a t  i f  Watson were t o  l e a v e ,  he would want t o  "qu i tu  and asked t h e  co l l ege  
p re s iden t  i f  he were r e s i g n i n g  because he wanted t o  r e s ign  o r  because of  a11  " the  s t u f f n  he had 
been charged w i t h  ove r  t h e  l a s t  year .  

Watson urged Cr i swe l l  and o t h e r s  t o  remain and l a t e r  t o l d  t h e  Standard t h e r e  was no s i n g l e  
o f f ense  t h a t  had brought t h e  m a t t e r  t o  a cl imax,  bu t  t h a t  he and h i s  wife had prayed about  t h e  
main ma t t e r  and d i d  n o t  want t o  do t h e  school  harm. 

"If we a r e  a b u r r  under somebody's b l anke t ,  t h e r e ' s  no use being t h a t  ," he s a i d .  
--30-- 

Houston B a p t i s t s  Oppose 
Endorsement O f  Candida tes  By Ken Camp 10/23/87 

DALLAS (BPI--In response  t o  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee's r ecen t  
endorsement o f  Robert  Bork f o r  Supreme Court J u s t i c e ,  Houston-area B a p t i s t s  approved a r e s o l u t i o n  
a f f i rming  t h e  ' ' h i s to r i c  t r a d i t i o n  o f  non-endorsementn of  p o l i t i c a l  candida tes  and j u d i c i a l  
nominees by B a p t i s t  churches and denominat ional  e n t i t i e s .  

I n  s p i t e  o f  a f a i l e d  a t tempt  t o  t a b l e  t h e ' m a t t e r  and a ques t ion  of pa'rliamentary procedure,  
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  was approved 106-60 a t  t h e  147th annual  meeting o f  Union B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion  a t  
Westbury B a p t i s t  Church i n  Houston. 

The r e s o l u t i o n  was submit ted by John Leland Berg, p a s t o r  o f  West Oaks B a p t i s t  Church i n  
Houston, was t h e  f i f t h  and f i n a l  r e s o l u t i o n  approved a t  t h e  meeting of t h e l l a r g e s t  a s s o c i a t i o n  
i n  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention, w i th  390 congregat ions and more than 250,000 members. 

Other r e s o l u t i o n s  expressed a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h e  h o s t  church; noted concern about t h e  i n i t i a l  
r e f u s a l  o f  KAOU-TV t o  t e l e v i s e  ant i-gambling sermons by Ed Young, pas to r  o f  Houston's Second 
B a p t i s t  Church; r e g i s t e r e d  oppos i t i on  t o  pari-mutuel gambling and pledged suppor t  f o r  e f f o r t s  t o  
d e f e a t  t h e  measure on t h e  Nov. 3 b a l l o t ;  and expressed app rec i a t i on  t o  Southern B a p t i s t  women f o r  
t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  B a p t i s t  churches and t h e  cause of  C h r i s t .  

Berg 's  r e s o l u t i o n  pointed t o  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  Committee's endorsement of 
Bork and noted ,  "Although t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention and i ts  agencies  have h i s t o r i c a l l y  
taken  p o s i t i o n s  on l e g i s l a t i v e  i s s u e s ,  t hey  have t r a d i t i o n a l l y  re fused  t o  endorse p o l i t i c a l  
cand ida t e s  and/or  j u d i c i a l  nominees." 

The r e s o l u t i o n  s a i d  endorsements may "hamper our  gospe l  witnessn and c o n t r i b u t e  " t o  t h e  
d i v i s i v e n e s s  w i t h i n  ou r  convention." It a l s o  expressed concern t h a t  "an i n d i v i d u a l  s o  endorsed 
by t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention and/or  one o f  its agencies  may hold t o  o r  s h i f t  t o  p o s i t i o n s  
t h a t  Southern B a p t i s t s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  have opposed.tt 

''Be i t  r e so lved , "  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  concluded, " t h a t  we encourage t h e  Union B a p t i s t  
Assoc ia t ion ,  t h e  B a p t i s t  General Convention o f  Texas, t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention and t h e i r  
agencies  t o  honor and uphold ou r  h i s t o r i c  t r a d i t i o n  of non-endorsement of i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e s  o r  j u d i c i a l  s e r v i c e  .I1 

Af te r  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  was in t roduced  a t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  meeting, Paul  P r e s s l e r ,  a Houston 
judge, spoke a g a i n s t  i t .  He then  moved t o  t a b l e  t h e  measure. The motion t o  t a b l e  was approved 
by a simple m a j o r i t y ,  82-70. 

--more-- 
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However, Moderator Mario Hernandez of  Emmanuel L a t i n  American B a p t i s t  Church i n  Houston, i n  
consu l t a t i on  wi th  Par l iamentar ian  D. Tommy Harrison o f  Richmond Plaza B a p t i s t  Church i n  B e l l a i r e ,  
r u l e d ,  based on P r e s s l e r ' s  remarks, P r e s s l e r ' s  true i n t e n t  was t o  l i m i t  deba te ,  n o t  t a b l e  t h e  
r e s o l u t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  cons ide ra t i on ,  and t h u s  t h e  measure would r e q u i r e  a two-thirds major i ty .  

Af te r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  was brought t o  a vote  and approved. P r e s s l e r  
c a l l e d  f o r  a p o i n t  o f  o r d e r ,  appea l ing  t o  t h e  s e c t i o n  o f  Robert ' s  Rules o f  Order concerning " the  
motion t o  l a y  on t h e  t a b l e , "  bu t  he was r u l e d  o u t  of order .  

"It was d i v i s i v e .  We d id  n o t  have t h e  f a c t s  before  us,"  P r e s s l e r  s a i d  l a t e r ,  exp la in ing  h i s  
reasons f o r  s eek ing  t o  t a b l e  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  He p ro t e s t ed  t h e  dec i s ion  o f  t h e  c h a i r ,  say ing  
" the re  i s  no way under  any  circumstance^^^ t h a t  t h e  r u l i n g  made was i n  keeping wi th  proper  
par l iamentary  procedure.  

Quoting pages 177 and 183 of t h e  1981 S c o t t ,  Foresman and Company e d i t i o n  of  Robert1 s Rules 
of  Order ,  Newly Revised,  Par l iamentar ian  Harr ison defended t h e  r u l i n g .  C i t i n g  t h e  s e c t i o n  on 
"misuses o f  t h e  motion," Harr ison s a i d  a motion t o  t a b l e  cannot proper ly  be used "with t h e  
i n t e n t i o n  of e i t h e r  k i l l i n g  an embarrassing ques t ion  without  a d i r e c t  vote, o r  o f  suppress ing  a 
ques t ion  wi thout  debate." He went on t o  n o t e ,  "Only a two-thirds vote  can r i g h t f u l l y  suppress  a 
main ques t ion  wi thout  a l lowing  f r e e  debate." 

"Clearly he  wanted t o  l i m i t  deba te ,"  Harr ison s a i d ,  no t ing  t h e  remarks P r e s s l e r  made p r i o r  
t o  t h e  motion t o  t a b l e .  

Berg was g r a t i f i e d  by t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  "non-endorsementn r e so lu t ion .  

" A s  an i n d i v i d u a l  p a s t o r ,  I do n o t  pub l i c ly  endorse i nd iv idua l s  f o r  o f f i c e  o r  appointment 
because I r e a l i z e  i t  would h u r t  my C h r i s t i a n  w i tnes s  wi th  people who oppose t h e  endorsed 
ind iv idua l , "  s a i d  Berg. "This was a good example o f  g r a s s r o o t s ,  conserva t ive  Southern B a p t i s t s  
showing t h e i r  suppor t .  f o r  a h i s t o r i c  B a p t i s t  pos i t ion ."  . 

--3o-- 

Midwestern T r u s t e e s  Re jec t  
Requiring F a c u l t y  S ta tements  

B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
10/23/87 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BPI--An e f f o r t  t o  r e q u i r e  seminary admin i s t r a to r s  and faculty'members t o  
submit w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e i r  t h e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  regard ing  t h e  Bible was defea ted  by 
t r u s t e e s  of Midwestern B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary dur ing  t h e i r  Oct. 19-20 f a l l  meeting. 

The t r u s t e e s  unanimously adopted a recommendation by t h e i r  executive committee t o  have t h e  
t r u s t e e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  committee "study c a r e f u l l y  t h e  recommendations of  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention Peace Committee, t o  r e c e i v e  and cons ider  i n p u t  from t h e  t r u s t e e s  and t o  work c l o s e l y  
wi th  t h e  seminary p r e s i d e n t  and t r u s t e e  chairman i n  formulat ing and recommending app rop r i a t e  
a c t i o n  and/or  response  f o r  cons ide ra t i on  by t r u s t e e s w  a t  t h e i r  Apr i l  11-12, 1988 meeting. 

By a vo te  o f  19-8, t r u s t e e s  t ab l ed  t h e  e f f o r t  by Jack  D. A m i s ,  a medical doc tor  from 
Hopkinsvi l le ,  Ky., t o  r e q u i r e  " the  p r e s i d e n t ,  h i s  admin i s t r a t i ve  s t a f f  and members of t h e  
f a c u l t y  each provide i n  w r i t i n g  a s t a t emen t  of  h i s  t heo log ica l  p o s i t i o n  wi th  regard  t o  t h e  
B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message s t a t emen t  regard ing  t h e  B ib l e  as being t r u t h  without  any mixture o f  
e r r o r  and g i v e  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  regard  t o  t h e  examples o f  d i v e r s i t y  o f  opinion,  1-4, under Sec t ion  
1, 'Sources o f  t h e  Controversy1 i n  t h e  Peace Committee's report ."  

Those examples s t a t e  t h a t  Adam and Eve were r e a l  people,  t h a t  t h e  mirac les  of  t h e  Bib le  a r e  
h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s ,  t h a t  b i b l i c a l  books were w r i t t e n  by t h e  a t t r i b u t e d  au tho r s  and t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  
n a r r r a t i v e s  i n  t h e  B ib l e  are a c c u r a t e .  

A m i s 1  motion a l s o  would have r equ i r ed  t h a t  t h e  w r i t t e n  s ta tements  "be made a v a i l a b l e  i n  
f u l l  t o  each t r u s t e e  by Feb. 1, 1988." 

A m i s  made h i s  motion a t  t h e  beginning o f  t h e  meeting, as t r u s t e e s  were cons ider ing  t h e  
adoption o f  t h e  agenda,  which inc luded  a r e p o r t  from t h e  execut ive  committee on t h e  proposed 
response t o  t h e  SBC Peace Committee. H i s  two-part motion a l s o  asked t h a t  t h e  "main businesst1 of 
t he  t r u s t e e s 1  s p r i n g  meeting be t h e  Peace Committee r e p o r t  and t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  response t o  it. 

--more-- 
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For more t h a n  50 minutes  t r u s t e e s  debated A m i s 1  motion. Af te r  vo t ing  t o  d iv ide  t h e  
motion i n t o  two p a r t s ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  even tua l ly  passed an amended motion dec l a r ing  t h e  board ' s  
i n t e n t  t o  "allow adequate  timef1 t o  exp lo re  t h e  Peace Committee r e p o r t  and t h e  seminary 's  response  
dur ing  t h e  A p r i l  meeting. 

The s e c t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  w r i t t e n  s t a t emen t s  was postponed u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  t r u s t e e  
execut ive  committee could b r ing  i t s  r e p o r t  which a l s o  included i ts proposal f o r  dea l ing  wi th  t h e  
SBC Peace Committee r e p o r t .  

I n  proposing t h e  execut ive  committeels  recommendation t o  r e f e r  t h e  Peace Committee r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  committee, t r u s t e e  chairman T r u e t t  Gannon, p a s t o r  of Smoke Rise  B a p t i s t  Church 
i n  S tone  Mountain, Ga., s a i d :  "The p re s iden t  and I d id  no t  want t o  be presumptuous and prepare  a 
r e p o r t  f o r  your cons ide ra t i on .  We decided it would be more app rop r i a t e  f o r  us  t o  recommend a 
p roces s  which would a l low f o r  i n p u t  from each t r u s t e e  before  a response is prepared." 

Af te r  t r u s t e e s  voted t o  adopt  t h e  execut ive  committee recommendation, t hey  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  
d i s cus s ion  of A m i s '  r e q u e s t  f o r  w r i t t e n  s ta tements .  

" I ' m  n o t  o u t  t o  g e t  anybody o r  t o  f i r e  anybody," A m i s  t o l d  t h e  t r u s t e e s .  He s a i d  it  was n o t  
even necessary  f o r  f a c u l t y  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  t o  s ign  t h e  s tatements .  "I j u s t  be l i eve  i f  a man 
b e l i e v e s  something he ought t o  be able t o  s t and  by it." 

A m i s  s a i d  t h e r e  was no way f o r  t h e  t r u s t e e s  t o  know what a c t i o n s  needed t o  be taken u n t i l  
they  l ea rned  where t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and f a c u l t y  members were i n  t h e i r  b e l i e f s .  

Midwestern P r e s i d e n t  Mi l ton  Ferguson reminded t h e  group t h a t  every member of t h e  f a c u l t y  
s igned  t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message Statement  when each was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  f acu l ty .  He t o l d  t h e  
t r u s t e e s  t h a t  fo l l owing  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention i n  Jane ,  t h e  f a c u l t y  v o l u n t a r i l y  
communicated t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  r ea f f i rm  t h e i r  commitment t o  t each  and l i v e  by 
t h a t  s t a t emen t  o f  f a i t h .  Ferguson a l s o  caut ioned t h e  t r u s t e @ s  a g a i n s t  any a c t i b n  t h a t  could 
communicate s u s p i c i o n  o r  m i s t r u s t  o f  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f .  

James Jones ,  a t r u s t e e  from Trenton ,  Mich., voiced apparent  support  o f  A m i s 1  r eques t  fo r  
determining p o s i t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  examples o f  b e l i e f s  he ld  by t h e  major i ty  o f  Southern B a p t i s t s .  

nThe Peace Committee r e p o r t  acknowledges t h e r e  is room f o r  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  under 
t he  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message," Jones  s a i d .  "What we a s  t r u s t e e s  have t o  f i n d  o u t  i s  where o u r  
f a c u l t y  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message." 

T rus t ee  Graydon K. Kitchens o f  Minden, La., descr ibed  t h a t  i s s u e  d i f f e r e n t l y .  He contended 
t h e  i s s u e  be fo re  t h e  t r u s t e e s  was "whether we want t o  l e t  t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message be ou r  
s ta tement  o f  f a i t h  t o  which we must adhere  i n  o rde r  t o  teach  a t  our  seminary o r  whether we want 
t o  l e t  t h e  B a p t i s t  F a i t h  and Message p l u s  a few p e t  credos and d o c t r i n a l  s ta tements  be t h e  
s t anda rd  by which we operate ."  

Af t e r  d e f e a t i n g  an  a t tempt  t o  r e f e r  t h e  ma t t e r  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  committee, t h e  t r u s t e e s  
voted 19-8 t o  t a b l e  A m i s 1  motion. 

I n s t r u c t i o n a l  committee chairman Doyle Smith, p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  Southern B a p t i s t  Church o f  
Great  Bend, Kan., i n v i t e d  t r u s t e e s  t o  s h a r e  any concerns they m i g h t  have as well a s  sugges t ions  
about  how t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  committee might go about i ts  work. 

I1I a s s u r e  you we want t o  h e a r  from you a s  we prepare a r e p o r t  f o r  your cons idera t ion  next  
Apr i l , "  he t o l d  t r u s t e e s .  

A long-range planning p rog re s s  r e p o r t  was scheduled t o  be t h e  major focus of  t he  two-day 
t r u s t e e  meeting. Ferguson asked t h e  t r u s t e e s  what kind o f  school  Midwestern Seminary should be 
when i t  c e l e b r a t e s  i t s  50th  ann ive r sa ry  i n  t h e  year  2007. kind of  people w i l l  Southern 
B a p t i s t s  be?" he asked. "The answer t o  t h e s e  ques t ions  r e s t s  i n  ou r  hands." 

-more-- . . 
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Reca l l ing  t h a t  he had p red i c t ed  a t ime when i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  a hear ing  f o r  t h e  
gospe l ,  Ferguson s a i d ,  "Never i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  American r epub l i c  has t h e r e  been such deep 
cynicism and a b s o l u t e  d i s t r u s t  heaped on t h e  church and people who c a l l  t h e  name of J e s u s  
Chr is t . "  

He s a i d  C h r i s t i a n s  had been g u i l t y  o f  wcommercializing t h e  born-again mystery o f  personal  
r e l i g i o n  and we deserve  what we a r e  ge t t i ng . "  

"Minis te rs  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  a r e  going t o  have t o  know wi th  t h e i r  heads, as wel l  a s  f e e l  wi th  
t h e i r  h e a r t s .  They a r e  going t o  have t o  be a b l e  t o  do wi th  t h e i r  hands and land  on t h e i r  f e e t  i n  
a l a r g e l y  a n t a g o n i s t i c  s o c i e t y l t 1  Ferguson declared.  

To h e l p  develop  t h i s  type of m i n i s t e r ,  Ferguson s a i d  Midwestern Seminary should be a p l ace  
where t hose  who come t o  s tudy  a r e  involved i n  educat ion f o r  a l i f e t i m e  of  exce l lence  i n  
min i s t ry .  

During a d i s c u s s i o n  about  r e c e n t  Missouri  l e g i s l a t i o n  concerning not - for -prof i t  
o rgan iza t ions  and t r u s t e e  l i a b i l i t y ,  t r u s t e e  J e r r y  Davenport, a layman from S h e f f i e l d ,  Texas, 
r a i s e d  a ques t ion  about  how board members should respond app rop r i a t e ly  t o  c r i t i c i s m  o r  ques t ions  
about seminary m a t t e r s .  

Ferguson s a i d  ques t ions  should be r e f e r r e d  t o  him s o  they can be handled through proper  
channels .  He a s s u r e d  t h e  t r u s t e e s  t h a t  r i g h t  before  every t r u s t e e  meeting, t hey  w i l l  r e ce ive  
complaints .  

"1 used t o  t h i n k  t h e s e  were co inc iden ta l .  Now I know b e t t e r .  There a r e  t hose  who 
d e l i b e r a t e l y  a t t empt  t o  sow d i s t r u s t  and susp i c ion  between t h e  t r u s t e e s ,  t h e '  f a c u l t y  and t h e  
admin i s t r a t i on  ," he charged. 

Trus tees  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a ground-breaking ceremony f o r  seven new bu i ld ings  provid ing  
28 apar tments  f o r  s t u d e n t  housing. The p r o j e c t ,  t o  be cons t ruc ted  on t h e  seminary campus by t h e  
Seminary Housing Corpora t ion ,  w i l l  c o s t  more than  $1 mi l l i on .  The debt  on t h e  p ro j ec t  w i l l  be 
r e t i r e d  through r e n t a l  f ee s .  

I --30-- 
( P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  p repa ra t ion  of  t h i s  a r t i c l e  were Marty Blankenship and Pam Pa r ry ,  
Midwestern Seminary, and Bob Terry ,  e d i t o r  of t h e  Word and Way, newsjournal o f  t h e  Missouri  
B a p t i s t  Convention. 1 

Southeas te rn  Seminary P r e s i d e n t ,  

v-co 
B a p t i s t  P r e s s  

Dean S e t  P l ans  To Terminate Roles By La r ry  E. High and R.G. h c k e t t  10/23/87 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BPI--In a s u r p r i s e  announcement which stunned t h e  f a c u l t y ,  s t uden t  body 
and t h e  community, W. Randall L o l l e y  announced h i s  p l ans  t o  te rmina te  h i s  presidency a t  
Southeas te rn  B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary, a pos t  he h a s  he ld  f o r  13 yea r s .  

The 56-year-old n a t i v e  of  Alabama -- who holds  two degrees from Southeas te rn  and is t h e  on ly  
alumus t o  s e r v e  a s  its p re s iden t  -- t o l d  a t e a r f u l  and stunned s t u d e n t  body Oct. 22 t h a t  a c t i o n  
taken by seminary t r u s t e e s  t h e  preceding  week l e f t  him no a l t e r n a t i v e .  T rus t ee s  removed a l l  
power f o r  s e l e c t i n g  new f a c u l t y  members from t h e  f a c u l t y  and gave it completely t o  Lol ley  and 
t r u s t e e s .  

"I cannot fan  i n t o  flame a v i s i o n  which I be l i eve  t o  be con t r ad i c to ry  t o  t h e  dream which 
formed Sou theas t e rn  i n  1951 and h a s  nourished me as a s tuden t  and alwnus of  t h e  school ,"  LolLey 
s a i d  a t  t h e  conclus ion  o f  h i s  chapel  sermon. "I have reached some conclus ions  t h a t  make i t  
necessary  t o  begin  d i s c u s s i n g  wi th  t h e  app rop r i a t e  persons the  te rmina t ion  o f  my presidency." 

Lol ley  gave no d a t e  when t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  would be e f f e c t i v e .  He ' t ena t ive ly  has  
scheduled a Nov. 3 meeting wi th  f o u r  members of the  t r u s t e e  board. They are Robert E. Crowley, 
chairman; James R. DeLoach, v i c e  chairman; J e s s e  P. Chapman, immediate p a s t  chairman; and W. Lee 
Beaver Jr., chairman immediately be fo re  Chapman. 

--more-- 
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Lolley a l s o  r evea l ed  he had rece ived  a l e t t e r  from Morris Ashcraft  r eques t ing  t h a t  he be 
r e l i e v e d  of  t h e  r o l e  of dean but  be permi t ted  t o  cont inue  on t h e  f a c u l t y  as pro fe s so r  of 
theology.  

Lol ley  h a s  no f a c u l t y  s t a t u s  no r  t e n u r e ,  b u t  Ashcraf t  has both. I n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  Lo l l ey ,  
Ashcraf t  wrote: "The r e c e n t  a c t i o n s  and s t a t e d  i n t e n t i o n s  of  t h e  major i ty  of ou r  board o f  
t r u s t e e s  i n d i c a t e  t o  me t h a t  I w i l l  n o t  be a b l e  t o  implement t h e i r  gu ide l ines  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  
u n i t  of t h e  seminary. Therefore ,  I hereby r eques t  t h a t  you plan f o r  me t o  r e l i n q u i s h  my p o s i t i o n  
a s  dean of  t h e  facul ty ."  

Lol ley  prepared  a s ta tement  bu t  would n o t  make p r i n t e d  copies  of  i t  a v a i l a b l e  because he 
w i l l  make i t  h i s  o f f i c i a l  r e s i g n a t i o n  which must go t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s .  He l e f t  t h e  campus 
immediately a f t e r  t h e  chapel  s e r v i c e  t o  go t h e  bedside o f  h i s  f a t h e r  who is s e r i o u s l y  ill. 

"In t h e s e  r e s i g n a t i o n s  (Lol ley  and Ashc ra f t ) ,  we s u f f e r  two grievous l o s s e s , "  P ro fe s so r  
Richard Hes ter  t o l d  a crowd o f  s t u d e n t s  and f r i e n d s  a t  a p re s s  conference he ld  on t h e  s t e p s  of 
Broyh i l l  H a l l ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  where t h e  t r u s t e e s  met t h e  week before. 

"We a r e  deeply  saddened bu t  n o t  t e r r i b l y  su rp r i s ed , "  Hester read  from a prepared s t a t emen t .  
"Pres ident  Lo l l ey  and Dean Ashcraf t  have both made i t  abundantly c l e a r  t h a t  t hey  w i l l  no t  
implement t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  fundamentalism now being enacted by a narrow ma jo r i t y  o f  ou r  
board o f  t r u s t e e s .  

"The p r e s i d e n t  and t h e  dean have t o l d  us  they  w i l l  no t  s e rve  as agents  o f  t h e  persons who 
want t o  o v e r t u r n  t h i s  s choo l ' s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  37-year t r a d i t i o n  o f  competent, open, r e s p o n s i b l e  
t heo log ica l  educa t ion .  They have t o l d  u s  t hey  r e f u s e  t o  pres ide  over  a fundamenta l i s t  school,11 
Hes t e r ,  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  l o c a l  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  American Associat ion o f  Univers i ty  P ro fe s so r s ,  t o l d  
s e v e r a l  hundred s t u d e n t s  and media r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

With t h e  f a c u l t y  assembled behind him, Hester  s a i d ,  "We respond t o  t h e i r  r e s i g n a t i o n s  wi th  
g r i e f  and a profound sense  o f  l o s s ,  b u t  we a l s o  respond wi th  a f f i rma t ion  o f  t h e i r  valubs,  t h e i r  
i n t e g r i t y  and t h e i r  courage." 

Robert D. Crowley, a p a s t o r  i n  Rockvi l le ,  Md. -- who was e l e c t e d  chairman o f  t h e  board o f  
t r u s t e e s ,  u n s e a t i n g  Chapman, who could have .served  ano the r  year  -- repea ted ly  has s a i 6  t r u s t e e s  
have no p l ans  t o  f i r e  any e x i s t i n g  f a c u l t y  members. However, he d id  i n d i c a t e  a l l  new f a c u l t y  
members w i l l  be i n e r r a n t i s t s .  

Crowley s a i d  he  was shocked t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  r e s igna t ion  was "announced s o  emphat ica l ly  
t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  body." 

"The message t h a t  sends is t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  is non-negotiable," Crowley s a i d  i n  a te lephone  
in t e rv i ew  wi th  Todd Ackerman o f  t h e  Raleigh News and Observer. "Our major t a s k  now w i l l  be t o  
f i n d  someone who w i l l  be a b l e  t o  assume t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  D r .  Lol ley s o  e f f e c t i v e l y  provided." 

About t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  a new p r e s i d e n t ,  Crowley s a i d ,  "1 would be an imbeci le  i f  I t r i e d  t o  
t e l l  you I d i d n ' t  have some names going  through my mind. I can a s s u r e  t h a t  whoever he is ,  he 
w i l l  be an i n e r r a n t i s t . "  

Other t r u s t e e s  a l s o  r eac t ed .  Chapman, a r e t i r e d  surgeon i n  Ashevi l le ,  N.C., s a i d  t h e  
r e s i g n a t i o n  came as a s u r p r i s e ,  b u t  expressed h i s  r e g r e t s  and c a l l e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t ragedy.  

"I f e l t  i t  would be very  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  P re s iden t  Lol ley  t o  keep h i s  own s e n s e  of what was 
app rop r i a t e  and r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  t r u s t e e s 1  meeting Oct. 12-14," Chapman s a i d .  "Dean Ashcraf t  is  
a l s o  a man o f  h igh  pr inc ip les . l l  

"1 am r e a l  s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h i s , n  s a i d  W i l l i a m  D. Delahoyde, an a s s i s t a n t  U.S. a t t o r n e y  from 
Rale igh ,  N.C. aTh i s  s u b j e c t  d id  no t  come up dur ing  t h e  board meeting. . . . Perhaps t h i s  f s a 
func t ion  o f  t h e  thought  he had given t o  h i s  admin i s t r a t i on  between t h e  end o f  t h e  board meeting 
and now ." .. . 

--more-- 
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Delahoyde r epo r t ed  Lo l l ey  had " sa id  t o  me i n  t h e  p a s t  t h a t  he was w i l l i n g  t o  work wi th  t h e  
board. He r e a l i z e d  conse rva t ives  need t o  be included i n  t h e  board." Delahoyde a l s o  s a i d  he was 
s u r p r i s e d  Lo l l ey  r e a c t e d  nega t ive ly  t o  t h e  r ecen t  t r u s t e e  a c t i o n  concerning f a c u l t y  s e l e c t i o n ,  
because t h e  change "enhanced h i s  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h a t  area."  

''1 was not  surpr i sed1?  a t  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  s a i d  Mark Caldwell,  a pa s to r  from H y a t t s v i l l e ,  Md. 
"There i s  no way Randall  Lol ley  can admin i s t e r  t h a t  school  under t he se  d i r e c t i v e s  of t h e  p re sen t  
board of  t r u s t e e s .  He could n o t  main ta in  h i s  honor, h i s  i n t e g r i t y  -- he j u s t  could no t  do it. 
H i s  announcement t h a t  he  p l ans  t o  r e s i g n  i s  an act of i n t e g r i t y  and honor." 

" I ' m  j u s t  b l eed ing  a l i t t l e  b i t .  I ' m  a Southeas te rn  graduate  myself ," s a i d  W. J e r r y  
Holcomb, a p a s t o r  from V i r g i n i a  Beach, Va. 

He s a i d  he was n o t  shocked by t h e  announcement: "I had suspected i t  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  l a s t  
board meeting. If t h e  deacons I serve wi th  had shown what t h e  t r u s t e e s  showed . . . it would have 
been f a i r l y  obvious t h a t  t h e  working cond i t i ons  would have been very d i f f i c u l t  t o  ope ra t e  in ."  

"I was a b s o l u t e l y  shocked and f labbergas ted ,"  s a i d  DeLoach, an  a s s o c i a t e  p a s t o r  from 
Houston. "When we l e f t  t h e  campus, t h e r e  was a s p i r i t  o f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  and openness I ' v e  always 
found with Randall  Lol ley .  l1 

Reports  t h a t  Lo l l ey  llcould n o t  work wi th  fundamenta l i s t  t r u s t e e s w  do no t  sound l i k e  t h e  
Lol ley  he has  come t o  know, DeLoach added. "Something must have happened t o  make him f e e l  t h i s  
way, It he s a i d .  

DeLoach s a i d  he is sympathet ic  wi th  t h e  Southeas te rn  community: "Randall Lol ley  i s  a very 
popular  p r e s i d e n t ,  a very  popular  co l league .  I would be g r e a t l y  disappointed i f  the  s t u d e n t s  and 
f a c u l t y  were n o t  d i sappoin ted .  ... My s p i r i t  g r i eves  wi th  t h e  s tuden t s .  Right now, a l l  they  can 
see is  blood and thunder." 

He a l s o  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  pledge t h a t  f a c u l t y  w i l l  no t  be f i r e d .  "Everytime anything has  been 
s a i d  about f i r i n g ,  we have t r i e d  t o  squelch  t h a t  rumor,ll he s a i d ,  no t ing  t h e  i s s u e  of p r o f e s s o r s  
who a r e  i n e r r a n t i s t s  is  'la h i r i n g  ma t t e r , "  no t  a ques t ion  o f  d i smiss ing  f acu l ty .  

The facul$y a t  Southeas te rn  h a s  no p l ans  t o  r e s ign  en masse, Hester  reported:  "We do no t .  
i n t end  t o  g i v e  up o u r  p rophe t i c  voice .  We do no t  i n t end  t o  give up our academic freedom. We do 
not  i n t end  t o  abandon t h i s  s c h o o l ' s  37-year t r a d i t i o n  o f  q u a l i t y  t heo log ica l  educat ion.  We 
in t end  t o  cont inue  ou r  c l a s s e s  today ,  tomorrow and t h e  months ahead,  f u l f i l l i n g  ou r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  ou r  s t u d e n t s  ." 

He added o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n  h i s t o r y  does t h i s  kind o f  Hoppor tuni ty  come t o  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  
t h e  s t a f f  and t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  a t h e o l o g i c a l  school." 

llOnly o c c a s i o n a l l y  does an oppor tun i ty  come t o  j o i n  t oge the r  i n  proclaming t h e  t r u t h  i n  t h e  
face  of  a s t i f l i n g ,  opp res s ive  and powerful p o l i t i c a l  movement,11 he s a id .  "The even t s  of t h e  
p a s t  11 days have shaped t h i s  campus i n t o  t h e  c l e a r e s t  and most determined oppos i t ion  New Right  
fundamentalism i n  t h e  Southern  B a p t i s t  Convention has  eve r  faced.  The l o s e s  o f  a g r e a t  p r e s i d e n t  
and a g r e a t  dean make us  a l l  t h e  more determined t o  cont inue  t h i s  f igh t . "  

Following L o l l e y l s  announcement, s t u d e n t s  ga thered  ou t s ide  t o  pray,  t o  sha re  t e s t imon ie s  and 
f e e l i n g s ,  read S c r i p t u r e  and s i n g .  

S tudent  Council  P re s iden t  Beverly Hardgrove t o l d  h e r  fel low s tuden t s ,  "Dr. Lolley wrote  me a 
l e t t e r  l a s t  week o f  one sen tence  and i t  was very s p e c i a l ,  'We don' t  h o w  what t h e  f u t u r e  h o l d s ,  
bu t  we know Who ho lds  our  f u t u r e . '  

"I knew l a s t  Tuesday (Oct. 13) a f t e rnoon  i n  t h e  t r u s t e e s  meeting t h a t  something here had 
d i ed  and some i d e a  t h a t  we were exper inc ing  had been l o s t .  We a r e  c a l l e d  t o  a new hope and o u r  
hope i s  i n  God," she  s a i d .  

--30-- .. . 
(Also c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h i s  s t o r y  was Marv Knox of  t h e  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  c e n t r a l  o f f i ce . )  


