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Subcommittee Reviews Tax 
Exemption O f  TV M i n i s t r i e s  By Kathy Palen 

WASHINGTON (BPI--A House subcommittee looked a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  f ede ra l  t ax  r u l e s  t o  
t e l e v i s i o n  m i n i s t r i e s  dur ing  a hea r ing  t h a t  fea tured  t a x  admin i s t r a to r s  and r e l i g i o u s  
b roadcas t e r s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  test imony by I n t e r n a l  Revenue Se rv i ce  and Treasury Department o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  
House Overs ight  Subcommittee a l s o  heard from some of t h e  best-known names i n  t e l e v i s i o n  
m i n i s t r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  J e r r y  FalweLl o f  t h e  Old Time Gospel Hour, D. James Kennedy o f  Coral  Ridge 
M i n i s t r i e s  and John Ankerberg o f  t h e  John Ankerberg Evange l i s t i c  Association. 

Subcommittee Chairman J.J. P i c k l e ,  D-Texas, s a i d  t h e  hear ing  was scheduled t o  h e l p  answer 
ques t ions  r a i s e d  dur ing  r e c e n t  months about  t h e  tax-exempt s t a t u s  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  m i n i s t r i e s .  He 
emphasized t h e  need t o  c o n s i d e r ' t h e  IRS1s admin i s t r a t i on  and enforcement of  p re sen t  t a x  law and 
t e l e v i s i o n  m i n i s t r i e s 1  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of and compliance with those  r u l e s .  

"1 want t o  make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  subcommittee is no t  undertaking t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  any 
s p e c i f i c  t e l e v i s i o n  m i n i s t r y  o r  tax-exempt organiza t ion ,"  P i c k l e  said. "We a r e  no t  ques t ion ing  
r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  o r  b e l i e f s .  The subcommittee w i l l  be address ing  only those  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  
t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  t a x  ru l e s . "  

Lawrence Gibbs, IRS commissioner, descr ibed  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  h i s  agency has i n  admin i s t e r ing  
t a x  r u l e s  when a t e l e v i s i o n  m i n i s t r y  c la ims  exemption a s  a .church  r a t h e r  than a s  a r e l i g i o u s  
o rgan iza t ion .  

Gibbs c a l l e d  t h e  l a c k  of  a s t a t u t o r y  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  term "churcht1 as the  "first and most 
b a s i c  problem i n  admin i s t e r ing  t h e  t a x  laws i n  t h i s  area." He s a i d  Congress has l e f t  t h e  
de termina t ion  o f  whether an o rgan iza t ion  is  a church t o  t h e  IRS, t h e  c o u r t s  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
i t s e l f .  

Although he  s a i d  some t e l e v i s i o n  m i n i s t r i e s  do no t  claim church s t a t u s ,  Gibbs t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
s p e c i a l  excep t ions  c r e a t e d  by Congress make c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a s  a church more favorable  than 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  as a r e l i g i o u s  o rgan iza t ion .  Churches and o rgan iza t ions  t h a t  c laim church s t a t u s  
are exempt from apply ing  wi th  t h e  IRS f o r  f ede ra l  income t a x  exemption, fran f i l i n g  annual  
in format ion  r e t u r n s  wi th  t h e  IRS and from being s u b j e c t  t o  r e g u l a r  a u d i t  reviews by t h e  IRS, he 
s a i d .  

"In my d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e s e  r u l e s ,  I f u l l y  app rec i a t e  t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y  of the  i s s u e s  and t h e  
d i f f i c u l t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s t a t u t o r y  r u l e s  t h a t  p r o t e c t  t h e  independence of churches while  a l s o  
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  a l l  t axpayers  from t h e  few who would abuse these  p ro t ec t ions , "  Gibbs 
s a i d .  llHowever, I wish t o  emphasize t h a t  t h e  r u l e s  pe r t a in ing  t o  churches a r e  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  
admin i s t e r .  T h i s  i s  t r u e  no t  only because of t h e  s e n s i t i v e  l e g a l  and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  ques t ions  o r  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  we a r e  r e g u l a r l y  requi red  t o  make, bu t  because t h e  s e r v i c e  does no t  have 
ready a c c e s s  t o  b a s i c  informat ion  t h a t  provides t he  foundation f o r  our  examination program of  
both t axab le  and o t h e r  non-taxable o r g a n i ~ a t i o n s . ~  

Gibbs l i s t e d  t h e  need f o r  p u b l i c  confidence i n  t a x  admin i s t r a t i on  a s  t h e  "most compelling 
reasonw f o r  a p u b l i c  record  i n  exempt organiza t ion  mat te rs .  He s a i d  s i n c e  church o rgan iza t ions  
a r e  exempt from submi t t ing  such r eco rds ,  n t h i s  element of  pub l i c  confidence may be missing." He 
added t h e  congres s iona l  purpose behind t h e  publ ic  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  such records  i s  " t h a t  p u b l i c i t y  
i t s e l f  i s  a check a g a i n s t  p o t e n t i a l  abuses." 

--more-- 
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The commissioner told subcommittee members abaut the establishment of an exempt organization 
advisory group that recently held its first meeting. 

"A lively topic of discussion concerned the problems of administering Internal Revenue Code 
provisions relating to churches," Gibbs said. "We received many helpful comments and 
suggestions. One of these was a request by church representatives to begin a new dialogue 
directly with the service, in the same spirit of mutual understanding that led to a successful 
resolution of the problem of Form 990 return filings by integrated church auxiliaries. 

llWorking together, Congress, the church community and the administration may be able to 
formulate new rules or interpretations that adequately protect the rights of the many honest 
churches and other religious organizations while allowing us to detect and deter the abuses of a 
few. " 

In their questioning of Gibbs, subcommittee members were divided over whether changes are 
needed in current tax laws that relate to churches. 

Rep. Richard T. Schulze, R-Pa., told Gibbs he "feels apologeticw because the IRS has not 
been given the tools it needs to do its job. Rep. Beryl Anthony Jr., D-Ark., countered that 
Congress has provided adequate tools, but the IRS has failed to use them. 

Arguing against Rep. Ronnie G. Flippots, D-Ala., statement that the current Law is adequate, 
Rep. Charles B. Rangel, D-N.Y., said Congress should make changes in the law. Range1 asked, 
"What in God's name could be wrong with having churches ... tell where they got their money and 
how they spend it?" 

The religious broadcasters who appeared before the panel testified that their organizations 
meet all federal tax rules and provided documentation to support that testimony. Several of the 
witnesses voiced concern about the possibility of excessive governmental entanglement in churches 
if current tax laws are changed. 

The subcommittee also heard about efforts by religious broadcasters to police themselves. A 
proposed plan recently approved by the National Religious Broadcasters board of directors would 
require all members to have external audits, make public their financial statements, file annual 
IRS information forms, avoid nepotism in employment, publish the incomes of principal employees, 
and maintain certain standards and records in fund raising. 

. Southern Baptist Testifies 
During TV Ministries Hearing 

Baptist Press 
By Kathy Palen 10/12/87 

WASHINGTON (BPI--His name may not have been as well known as the other religious 
broadcasters who appeared before a House subcommittee, but Larry Jones1 testimony gained the 
praise of even the most skeptical member of that panel. 

Jones, a Southern Baptist from Oklahoma City who heads Larry Jones International Ministries 
and Feed the Children, was among a list of witnesses ranging from IRS Commissioner Lawrence Gibbs 
to television evangelist Jerry Falwell who testified during a House Oversight Subcommittee 
hearing on the tax-exempt status of television ministries. 

In describing the work of Feed the Children -- an international hunger relief organization 
that has distributed millions of pounds of food both internationally and domestically and 
sponsored other assistance projects -- Jones emphasized the important role television can play in 
reaching people who are able to give and informing them of the needs of people who are leas 
fortunate. 

Jones told the panel his organization last year received donations valued at $22 million, 
with 89 percent of those funds going to projects and capital expenditures. But, he added, recent 
public skepticism about television ministries has. resulted in a 25 percent decrease in the 
organization's fund raising. 

--more-- 
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"we're here and these hearings are being conducted because some in television ministries 
failed to regulate adequately their own house," Jones said. "It's unfortuante but true that most 
times when the government intervenes in problem areas, it's because we citizens did not take care 
of our own business. We in the community of televangelists must be more publicly accountable." 

Jones said he thinks assisting America's needy should be the mission of all television 
ministries. 

"Sure, it's wrong to commit adultery, but it's also wrong to let little babies go to bed 
hungry and 1.5 million American children suffer from malnutrition that includes one out of two 
non-white children," he sald. "God forgave an adulterer, but he did not forgive the rich man who 
tore down his barns to build bigger barns." 

Along with recent events within television ministries, Jones cited "the government's deaf 
ear to the cries of the hungryw as his biggest hindrance to accomplishing that mission. 

"I have great respect for the institution of the presidency and for President Ronald 
Reagan," he testified. "However, if the president's aides are not telling him what's going on in 
the basement of the White House, how can we expect him to know what's going on in Nebraska? 
There are hungry and homeless people sleeping on the grates right outside the White House. And 
while presidential candidates make children a political ping-pong ball, those same children are 
going hungry. Their empty stomachs won't wait until 1988. 

"But I firmly believe that we cannot expect the government to provide all the funds, and we 
sure know the government does not have all the right answers. Again I state, the church and the 
practice of televangelism should be taking a significant role in reaching and helping the 
masses ." 

Jones said his hope for the hearing was not the passage of new tax laws, because he thinks 
adequate laws exist. Rather, he said, he hopes the hearing might expose the good as well as 
the bad aspects of television ministries. 

"It's providing an opporunity for ministries like ours to stand openly under questioning and 
examination," he said. "Our work is the work of the Good Samaritan, and in these dark days we 
need this exposure to get our positive message across. 

"And, hopefully, one day 'politicians and preachers can stop smirking at each other and begin 
an honorable partnership for the good of our fellow citizens in need. This truly should be our 
joint mission and our joint responsibility." 

Shifting from the harsh questioning he had posed to previous witnesses, Rep. Charles B. 
Rangel, D-N.Y., called Jones "a breath of fresh airn and added Jones1 work was "truly Christ's 
work." Range1 also told the Oklahoman he would like to talk about the possibility of working 
together on a project in New York. 

Rep. Beryl Anthony Jr., D-Ark., said he had watched Jonest television program occasionally 
and believed him to be "doing the work of God." 

Other subcommittee members praised Jones for his financial openness and responsibility and 
expressed the hope of working with him in hunger relief efforts. - 

Lewis Claims Deceased Trustee \ 

Member Not A Champion For Women By Leisa Hammett-Goad 
Baptist Press 
10/12/87 

ATLANTA (BPI--Southern Baptist Home Mission Board President Larry Lewis told employees in an 
chapel service two days following the death of Beth McGhee -- a board director who died during 
the agency's October meeting after speaking against a motion explaining why they voted last year 
to deny ordained women pastoral aid -- was not championing women pastars. 

--more-- 
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The Board 's  motion, on which Mrs. McGhee had commented before  dying o f  a h e a r t  a t t a c k ,  
included a p o r t i o n  of a 1984 convention r e s o l u t i o n  encouraging "the s e r v i c e  o f  women i n  a l l  
a s p e c t s  of church l i f e  and work o t h e r  than p a s t o r a l  func t ions  and l eade r sh ip  r o l e s  e n t a i l i n g  
o rd ina t ion .  tt 

The mo t ion t s  f i n a l  paragraph r ead ,  "We f e e l  t h i s  a c t i o n  o f  our Board is  commensurate wi th  
t h e  f a i t h  and p r a c t i c e  of  t he  ma jo r i t y  of  B a p t i s t  churches a f f i l i a t e d  with ou r  Southern B a p t i s t  
Convention." 

Mrs. McGhee, o f  Tucson, Ariz . ,  addressed t h e  motion and a f t e r  pleading f o r  peace, h e r  l a s t  
words were, "That l a s t  paragraph ( o f  t h e  Board 's  motion) is a d i v i s i v e  s ta tement .  I t h i n k  it 
would be o f f e n s i v e  t o  those  o f  ou r  cons t i tuency  who do not  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  a s  t h e  
ma jo r i t y  of t h e  messengers and t h e  Home Mission Board i n t e r p r e t s  t he  Sc r ip tu re .  In  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
of peace and b r i n g i n g  our  people toge the r  i n  oneness,  may we d e l e t e  t h a t  l a s t  paragraph?" McGhee 
quest ioned.  

Moments l a t e r ,  s h e  co l lapsed  i n  her  s e a t .  She was a t tended  t o  by t h r e e  phys ic ians  -- a l l  
board d i r e c t o r s  -- and taken t o  a nearby h o s p i t a l  where she  was pronounced dead. 

I n  chapel ,  Lewis s a i d  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  advocat ing women p a s t o r s  and uomen1s o rd ina t ion ,  Mrs. 
McGhee was concerned t h a t  t h e  board motion might be offensive.  "She was f o r  peace. She d id  n o t  
want us  t o  do something t h a t  would cause f u r t h e r  d i v i s i o n  and s t r i f e , "  Lewis explained.  

HMB Marketing D i r e c t o r  K i t t y  Robertson, who knew Mrs. McGhee, t o l d  chapel  a t t endees  t h a t  
Mrs. McGhee.-- having  read  t h e  proposed motion -- came t o  t h e  board meeting concerned about  
peace. Mrs. Robertson s a i d  t h a t  a l though Mrs. McGhee is concerned about women in min i s t ry ,  peace 
was t h e  concern which moved h e r  t o  speak. 

Board member Dorothy K i l p a t r i c k  o f  S a l i n a s ,  C a l i f . ,  who roomed with Mrs. McGhee t h e  n i g h t  
before  he r  d e a t h ,  t o l d  Mrs. Robertson she and Mrs. McGhee had read Psalms and o t h e r  s c r i p t u r e s  
and prayed about  t h e  i s s u e  u n t i l  e a r l y  morning. 

Mrs. Robertson s a i d  Mrs. K i l p a t r i c k  t o l d  he r  t h a t  Mrs. McGhee s a i d  God was l ead ing  h e r  t o  
speak on t h e  motion, "not  t o  argue with i t ,  bu t  t p  suggest  f o r  t h a t  board meeting t o  be t h e  
beginning o f  peace fu l  coexis tence  with people who' d i f f e r .  

Mrs. K i l p a t r i c k  t o l d  Mrs. Robertson t h a t  Mrs. McGhee went t o  bed, " f ee l ing  a t  peace, knowing 
t h a t  God wanted h e r  t o  say something about  peace." 

Mrs. Robertson s a i d  add re s s ing  t h e  board may have been the  most d i f f i c u l t  t h ing  Mrs. McGhee 
had done i n  h e r  l i f e .  tlShe had spoken i n  board meetings r a r e l y ,  always speaking t o  f a i r n e s s  and 
accuracy ,  never  a s  an emotional  champion.' 

Mrs. Robertson added t h a t  t hose  who knewMrs. McGhee, i n  h e r  church and s t a t e  WMU l e a d e r s h i p  
agreed t h a t  she  l l l ived  h e r  l i f e  by t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  love  -- even when she  d i f f e r e d  with you, i t  
was always w i th  love." 

Lewis s a i d  t h a t  he t a lked  wi th  Mrs. McGheets husband, Harold HcGhee, who noted a h i s t o r y  of 
h e a r t  problems i n  Mrs. McGheels family.  "He was not  t o t a l l y  su rp r i s ed  t h a t  t h i s  might occur ,  
a l though she  had n o t  had any p a r t i c u l a r  problems p r e v i o u ~ l y , ~  Lewis reported.  

--30-- - 
Three Churches Damaged 
I n  C a l i f o r n i a  Quake 

CU 3id"i) B a p t i s t  P re s s  
By Cameron Crabt ree  10/12/87 

WHITTIER, C a l i f .  (BPI--Three Southern B a p t i s t  churches sus ta ined  ex tens ive  damage fo l lowing  
an earthquake and a s e r i e s  o f  a f t e r shocks  t h a t  rocked t h e  c e n t r a l  Los Angeles a r e a  i n  e a r l y  
October. 

One b u i l d i n g  a t  E l  Monte Calvary Church complex w i l l  be wcondemned as unsafett  according t o  
L.G. Chaddick, a s s o c i a t e  d i r e c t o r  of  C h r i s t i a n  s o c i a l  m i n i s t r i e s  for the Southern B a p t i s t  General 
Convetion of  Ca l i fo rn i a .  

I --more-- 
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Two other Los Angeles churches, El Camino Truth and Life and Primera Iglesia Bautista del 
Sur also received "extensive damage," Chaddick said. 

Most of the damage occurred in sub-standard housing areas occupied by many Mexican and Latin 
American immigrants and refugees, Chaddick said. Many of them are too fearful to go back into 
their homes but because they are residing in the country illegally, won't talk to city or relief 
officials, he added. As a result, "tent cities1? are rising up all over east and central Los 
Angeles in parks and other open areas, Chaddick said. 

Chaddick, also a Red Cross official, has worked to coordinate a bilingual volunteer team to 
go in and talk with the immigrants in order to assess their needs and help them back into their 
homes. That has been complicated, however, as city inspectors have condemned many of their 
apartment buildings and homes, Chaddick said. 

Severe aftershocks have not allayed any fears either, Chaddick said. Following the initial 
earthquake which registered 6.1 on the Richter Scale, an aftershock jolted the city again with 
5.5 force. 

Relief assistance in ministry strategies were discussed during a meeting of about 20 
ministers Monday at Pico Rivera First Bilingual Baptist Church. Such meetings are necessary, 
Chaddick said, because unknown and isolated pockets of affected areas have made damage estimates 
difficult. 

The Southern Baptist Home Mission Board has allocated $5,000 to Chaddick for relief 
assistance. The funds will be used at his discretion. A presidential declaration of disaster 
has been made, Chaddick said, opening the way for numerous financial resources and services. 

California Baptist volunteers will be called for later to help repair structures, counsel 
with earthquake victims or provide general assistance to relief workers. 

At least six men from the Texas Spanish Brotherhood Department were scheduled to arrive in 
Los AngeLes Oct. 10 to serve as interpreters in the disaster assistance centers opened by the 
federal government. They were to have been briefed upon arrival by the federal emergency 
management association and to begin work Sunday, Oct. 11. 

Following work at the federal centers they will supplement work at tKe Red Cross shelters 
which have been overflowing since the initial quake. 

Whittier area ministers met Wednesday to coordinate long-term crisis ministries and will be 
conducting crisis intervention seminars next week. 

The Los Angeles area continues to be plagued by strong aftershocks. At least s i x  people 
have been killed by the disaster. 

Church Supports Worker 
Charged With Child Abuse 

--3o-- 

By Cameron Crabtree 10/12/87 

SAN FRANCISCO (BPI--Surrounded by church friends who maintain his innocence, a former 
Southern Baptist minister was charged with molesting 10 children during the time he worked at an 
Army base day-care center in San Francisco. 

Gary W. Hambright, 34, was indicted for federal grand jury following a Federal Bureau of 
Investigation probe into allegations of child abuse while he was a civilian employee of the 
Presidio Child Developement Center from May 1985 to November 1986. 

At his arraignment Oct. 3, Hambright pleaded not guilty to 10 counts of performing lewd acts 
on children, ages two to five, and two counts of oral copulation. Instructed not to be with any 
child under 10 without an adult present, he remained free without having to post bail and was 
released from the court on his own recognizance. 

--more-- 
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Following arraignment proceedings, Hambright told reporters he was innocent of all charges 
against him and described the situation as a "painful experience." He added he was wbewilderedll 
by it. 

The case drew media attention two months ago when parents of children who attended the day- 
care center while Hambright was employed there began publicly circulating accusations of 
widespread abuse. 

Hambright was released from the day-care center last November after similar charges 
involving a three-year-old boy were alleged. Formal charges were then brought against him in 
January but dismissed in March after the judge ruled the evidence hearsay. The judge did tell 
prosecutors, however, they could refile the case with new stronger evidence. 

A former staff member of a church in Washington and a student at Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Mill Valley, Calif., in 1981, Hambright has received widespread support 
from the church where he is a member, San Francisco's Dolores Street Baptist Church. 

"All we know, all we're going on is we know Gary, and Gary said it didn't happen," said 
Cecil White, a church member. "Frankly we wouldn't be afraid of him working with the children in 
our church." 

White said the Dolores Street church received some criticism for supporting Hambright but 
responded, "In any case where a church member is charged with anything, the congregation must 
support the person. This is a community. This is a relationship. ... You don't sever ties." 

"We realize we are taking a chance by supporting Gary, but we really can't do anything 
else," said White. *We won't stop loving him anyway, not if there is some validity to the 

I relationship. ... You support your brothers and sisters." 

When Hambright was released from his Presidio post, mounting legal fees and loss of income 
forced him to give up his apartment. Members of the Dolores Street congregation then took 
Hambright.into their homes and helped finance his legal costs, White said. Hambright's private 
attorney, Rommel Bondoc, told the California Southern Baptist, newsjournal of the Southern 
Baptist General Convention of California, he was "amazedn at the support he has received from 

, the church. 

White said that has been the reaction of a number of people, some who admire the church for 
its stand and others who are put off by it. Hambright's statement at the press conference 
"solidified the church even morew in support of him, White said. 

Two other church members, Tom Butler and Jane Medema, told news reporters following the post 
arraignment press conference they supported Hambright. Butler told the San Francisco Chronicle 
that Hambright lived in his home for six months after the initial investigation and that he had 
no hesitation about letting him stay with his children. 

"If we had just written him off, I don1 t know what he'd do," said White. "He1 s a part of 
us. We care for him. We won't separate ourselves from him no matter what happens." 

Hambright will be represented by a public defender but no date has been set for his trial. 
If convicted he faces up to 96 years in prison and $3 million in fines. 

--3O-- - 

Southwestern Professor Baptist Press 
Robert Douglass Dies 10/12/87 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BPI--Robert Douglass, professor of music history at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, for 32 years, died Oct. 12 of cancer. 

Douglass had retired from Southwestern as distinguished professor of musleology in July 
1986, He and his wife, Elaine, had planned to devote their retirement years as short-term 
volunteer foreign missionaries. 

--more-- 
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Mrs. Douglass is a r e t i r e d  pub l i c  school  music teacher .  The couple had learned  Spanish and 
a l r eady  had made s e v e r a l  t r i p s  t o  Spanish-speaking coun t r i e s  t o  do mission work. 

Douglass' i n t e r e s t  i n  miss ions  began i n  t h e  1960s when he wrote a r a d i o  program on g r e a t  
o r a t o r i o s  f o r  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Radio and Telev is ion  Commission. The program was t r a n s l a t e d  
i n t o  Spanish f o r  use by 450 r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  i n  Spanish-speaking coun t r i e s .  Douglass l a t e r  s a i d  
t h a t  p r o j e c t  showed him t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  music i n  missions. 

J u s t  be fo re  r e t i r e m e n t ,  Douglass appl ied  h i s  Spanish-speaking s k i l l s  by teaching  f o r  e i g h t  
weeks a t  t h e  B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary i n  T r u j i l l o ,  Peru. Douglass provided a r e a s  o f  
e x p e r t i s e  t h a t  t h e  smal l  f a c u l t y  o f  t he  Peruvian seminary d i d n ' t  have. He a l s o  was a b l e  t o  
min i s t e r  i n  t h e  nearby churches on weekends. 

Douglass a l s o  was music c r i t i c  f o r  t h e  t h e  F o r t  Worth Star-Telegram f o r  20 years .  

Douglass earned t h e  bachelor  of music, master of music and doctor  o f  philosophy degrees  fror  
North Texas S t a t e  Univers i ty .  

He is  surv ived  by h i s  w i f e ,  E la ine ;  a son ,  Robert,  o f  F o r t  Worth; a daughter ,  Melanie 

I 
Douglass Brooks, o f  Burleson;  one grandson, Cody Brooks; and a s i s t e r ,  Mary ~ o u ~ l ~ a s ,  of F o r t  
Worth. 

--3o-- 

Senate  OKs Non-Profit  $/wo B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
Pos t a l  Rates  Subsidy 10/12/87 

WASHINGTON (BPI--The first app rop r i a t i ons  b i l l  f o r  f i s c a l  yea r  1988 t o  pass  both houses o f  
Congress c o n t a i n s  enough f e d e r a l  funds t o  subs id i ze  cu r r en t  p o s t a l  r a t e s  f o r  non-profi t  
p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers and some church news le t t e r s .  

Both t h e  Sena t e  and House ve r s ions  of t he  Treasury-Postal Serv ice  app rop r i a t i ons  b i l l ,  whic: 
has  gone t o  a conference committee t o  work out  d i f f e r ences  between the  two, con ta in  enough 
funding f o r  revenue foregone,  which subs id i ze s  reduced pos t a l  r a t e s  f o r  non-profi t  m a i l e r s ,  t o  
maintain c u r r e n t  r a t e  l e v e l s  through September 1988. A Pos t a l  Serv ice  spokesman s a i d  non-prof i t 
r a t e s  could go up be fo re  then  i f  a gene ra l  r a t e  i nc rease  is  i n s t i t u t e d ,  a development cons idered  
l i k e l y .  

I n  i n t roduc ing  t h e  spending package, Sen. Dennis DeConcini, D-Ariz., s a i d  t h e  measure 's  $51' 
m i l l i o n  f o r  revenue foregone provides t h e  "bare minimumt1 l e v e l  necessary t o  maintain c u r r e n t  
r a t e s .  But Sen. Pe t e  V. Domenici, R-N.M., reminded h i s  co l leagues  the  app rop r i a t i on  f o r  revenue 
foregone is  ''a very  long-standing o b j e c t i o n  o f  t he  White House and our  p r e s i d e n t e n  

Despite  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  oppos i t i on ,  t h e  Senate b i l l  passed 84-7. 

The conference committee is no t  expected t o  a l t e r  t h e  amount of revenue foregone funding.  
--3o-- 

Mayor Declares  Hispanic  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
Seminary Day On Anniversary By Mark Wingfield 10/12/87 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (BPI--To t h e  sounds of  maracas and Spanish g u i t a r s ,  f r i e n d s  o f  Hispanic  
B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  school ' s  40th anniversary  Oct. 5-6. 

More than  500 people ga thered  under a blue-and-white c i r c u s  t e n t  on t h e  seminary grounds 
Oct. 6 f o r  a barbeque luncheon hos ted  by Pres ident  Daniel Rivera. Another 120 a t tended  an 
anniversary  banquet t h e  n i g h t  before .  

A t  t h e  barbeque, San Antonio Mayor Pro Tem Frank Wing read a proclamation from Mayor Henry 
Cisneros d e c l a r i n g  "Hispanic B a p t i s t  Theological  Seminary Anniversary Day." Wing, c i t y  c o u n c i l  
member fo r  t h e  seminary a r e a ,  s a i d  t h e  school  has "stood a s  a s p i r i t u a l  wi tness  t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  
San Antonio1' and is  "an i n t e g r a l  p a r t n  of t he  c i t y ' s  educat ional  system. 

-more-- 
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Other o f f i c i a l s  of  c i t y ,  county and s t a t e  government brought g ree t ings ,  a long  wi th  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  San Antonio B a p t i s t  Associat ion,  Texas B a p t i s t  Woman's Missionary Union 
and B a p t i s t  General  Convention o f  Texas. 

County Commissioner John Longoria s a i d ,  "Only God could t e l l  us how many thousands o f  s o u l s  
have been reached through t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n . "  

Mauriece Johns ton ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Texas WMU, s a i d  t h e  women o f  Texas and Hispanic Seminary 
have been " l a b o r e r s  t oge the r  w i th  God.n Texas HHU provided t h e  12-acre tract where t h e  school  now 
s t ands  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s c h o l a r s h i p s  and o t h e r  bui ld ing  funds through the  years .  

Manuel Rodriguez,  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Mexican B a p t i s t  Convention and a graduate  o f  t h e  
seminary, r e c a l l e d  how he came t o  t h e  school  unable t o  read  o r  w r i t e  e i t h e r  Spanish o r  Engl i sh .  
He couldn ' t  even complete t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  forms, he s a i d .  

But because t h e  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  saw p o t e n t i a l  i n  him and t r a i n e d  him, today he is  p a s t o r  
of a prominent Hispanic  congrega t ion ,  F i r s t  Hispanic B a p t i s t  Church i n  San Antonio. 

From t h e  beginning ,  Hispanic Seminary has had an open-door admissions pol icy ,  Af t e r  t h e  
s c h o o l ' s  merger w i th  Southwestern B a p t i s t  Theological Seminary i n  F o r t  Worth, Texas, i n  1982, 
o t h e r  a c c r e d i t e d  degree  programs were added t h a t  r e q u i r e  a t  l e a s t  a high school  diploma. 

This f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  meet each s t u d e n t ' s  need was emphasized by former seminary p re s iden t  
H.B. Ramsour i n  a chapel  s e r v i c e  before  t h e  barbeque. Ramsour spoke t o  a standing-room-only 
crowd o f  s t u d e n t s ,  former s t u d e n t s  and seminary suppor te rs .  

''God can make a preacher  ou t  o f  anybody who is  w i l l i n g  t o  commit himself  t o  God and t h e  Word 
of God, Ramsour s a i d .  

Throughout t h e  ann ive r sa ry  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  Hispanic Seminary's chora l  groups performed Gospel 
music i n  Spanish and English.  A t  t h e  barbeque, a small  group o f  musicians s t r o l l e d  from t a b l e  t o  
t a b l e  s ing ing  and p lay ing  g u i t a r s .  

The banquet focused on Hispanic  Seminary's ug lo r ious  p a s t  and b r i l l i a n t  future."  

Missionary Paul Siebenmann began t h e  school i n  t h e  B a p t i s t  Good W i l l  Center i n  San Antonio 
i n  1947 wi th  t h e  h e l p  o f  San Antonio B a p t i s t  Associat ion.  I n  1962, t h e  B a p t i s t  General 
Convention of Texas assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  seminary because i t  had grown t o o  l a r g e  f o r  
one a s s o c i a t i o n  t o  suppor t .  

,- Then, i n  1982, t h e  school  merged wi th  Southwestern Seminary t o  f u r t h e r  i nc rease  its 
resources .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  t h e  s choo l ' s  name was changed from Mexican B a p t i s t  B ib l e  I n s t i t u t e  t o  
Hispanic B a p t i s t  Theologica l  Seminary. 

In just 40 years, Hispanic  Seminary has grown from 15 n i g h t  school  s tuden t s  Lo more t h a n  h00 
s t u d e n t s  i n  San Antonio and s a t e l l i t e  l o c a t i o n s  around t h e  s t a t e .  Classes  a r e  taught  p r imar i l y  
i n  t h e  Spanish language. 

Vernon Elmore, r e t i r e d  p a s t o r  o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  Texas, was p a s t o r  
o f  B a p t i s t  Temple i n  San Antonio when Siebenmann began t h e  seminary. Elmore r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a 
t u r n i n g  po in t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  h i s t o r y  came when the Texas WMU became involved. "The idea  f i n a l l y  
s t r u c k  us t h a t  i f  we could ever  g e t  t h e  women o f  Texas i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  school  we would have i t  
made, l1 he s a i d .  

With proper  c a r e ,  Hispanic Seminary's g lo r ious  pas t  can become a b r i l l i a n t  f u t u r e ,  Russe l l  
. Dilday and Davis  Cooper s a i d .  Dilday i s  pres ident  of Southwestern Seminary. Cooper is a p a s t  

chairman of  Southwes tern ' s  board of  t r u s t e e s  and a c u r r e n t  member of  Hispanic Seminary's 
execut ive  committee. 

Dilday brought  a message based on Hebrews 13, reading  S c r i p t u r e  i n  both English and Spanish.  
"We have an u n f o r g e t t a b l e  h e r i t a g e  t o  remember," Dilday s a i d .  But i n  honoring those  l e a d e r s  who 
made t h e  school  p o s s i b l e ,  B a p t i s t s  must no t  forge t  t he  example of J e sus ,  "the one l e a d e r  who does 
not  change, who does not  die." 

--more-- 
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Cooper s a i d  t h e  " t r u e  t a s k w  of Hispanic Seminary is " t o  pene t r a t e  t h e  b a r r i o s  where Hispanic 
men and women who need t o  hea r  t h e  way of  t he  c r o s s  live. '  Unless B a p t i s t s  reach  o u t  t o  t h e s e  
people,  "wet re  go ing  t o  f i n d  ou r se lves  engulfed i n  a Hispanic populat ion t h a t  ha s  become t o t a l l y  
secular ized ."  

Although en ro l lmen t  of  Hispanic s t u d e n t s  i n  t heo log ica l  schools  a c r o s s  t h e  United S t a t e s  is 
dec l in ing ,  en ro l lmen t  a t  Hispanic Seminary i s  a t  an a l l - t ime  high,  through t h e  use o f  s a t e l l i t e  
c e n t e r s  and e x t e n s i o n  courses .  

Hispanics  a r e  t h e  most r a p i d l y  growing minor i ty  group i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Many of t h e s e  
people do not  know J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  Cooper s a i d .  Because o f  t h i s  urgent  need, Hispanic Seminary is  
"the most s t r a t e g i c  theological i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  world." 

--30-- 
(BP) photos mailed t o  s t a t e  B a p t i s t  newspapers by Southwestern Seminary 

Venezuelan P o l i c e  S t o p  
B a p t i s t  'Banditos '  

CIUDAD GUAYANA, Venezuela (BPI--When t h e  Tennessee volunteers  doing e v a n g e l i s t i c  work i n  
Venezuela were suddenly surrounded by po l i ce  and ordered t o  s tand  a g a i n s t  t h e  wall, they  were 
shocked and f r i g h t e n e d .  

But a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was over  and t h e  f a c t s  sur faced ,  t h e  group was a b l e  t o  laugh about  i t  
and cha lk  i t  up as a g r e a t  s t o r y  t o  t e l l  t h e  f o l k s  back home. 

The t h r e e  v o l u n t e e r s ,  a long  wi th  a c a r e e r  missionary,  were suspected of being bank robbers .  

The e v a n g e l i s t i c  team inc luded  James Adkins, u n t i l  r ecen t ly  a member o f  Northview B a p t i s t  
Church i n  Femphis;-Walt  Micksch, a member o f  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, Franklin;  Wayne Jackson,  a 
member o f  Blooming Grove B a p t i s t  Church, Woodlawn; and Southern Bap t i s t  missionary Jim McDonald, 
who was i n t e r p r e t i n g  f o r  t h e  Tennesseans. 

Adkins, an  e v a n g e l i s t  who served  a s  t h e  team l e a d e r ,  and Micksch, a businessman, both have 
ce reb ra l  pa l sy ,  a f a c t  t h a t  proved t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  i nc iden t .  

It a l l  s t a r t e d  t h e  previous  day when t h e  fou r  men were d r iv ing  down t h e  s t r e e t  i n  San F e l i x ,  
a community n e a r  Ciudad Guayana, Venezuela. Adkins asked McDonald t o  p u l l  over  s o  he could t a k e  
a p i c t u r e .  He g o t  out  of  t h e  c a r ,  took a p i c t u r e  o f  t he  bank, re turned  t o  t h e  c a r ,  and they  
drove on. 

The next  day,  t h e y  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  bank t o  exchange some U.S. d o l l a r s  f o r  bo l iva re s .  
Micksch asked McDonald t o  s t o p  s o  he could take  a p i c t u r e  of t he  bank. Af te r  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  t hey  
pu l l ed  up t o  t h e  d r ive - in  window t o  exchange t h e  currency.  

Within minutes  t hey  were surrounded by yellow Venezuelan po l i ce  ca r s .  The p o l i c e ,  descr ibed  
by Adkins a s  "very p r o f e s s i o n a l , "  emerged wi th  t h e i r  hands on t h e i r  p i s t o l s  and ordered t h e  
Americans a g a i n s t  t h e  wall. 

Af te r  a few minutes  o f  ques t ion ing  and a search  o f  t h e  c a r ,  t h e  po l i ce  apologized f o r  
s topping  them. McDonald had convinced them they were t h e r e  only t o  sha re  t h e  good news o f  J e s u s  
C h r i s t  with Venezuelans,  and showed them a t runk  f u l l  of Bib les  and Chr i s t i an  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  h e l p  
v a l i d a t e  h i s  tes t imony.  

The p o l i c e  exp la ined  t h a t  i n  Venezuela, bank robbers  o f t en  act handicapped s o  they  have 
adequate t ime t o  c a s e  t h e  bank p r i o r  t o  robbing it. They a l s o  t ake  p i c tu re s .  

The guard had no t i ced  t h e  foursome t h e  previous day. When they r e tu rned ,  t ak ing  more 
p i c t u r e s  and walk ing  wi th  a l imp,  he c a l l e d  t h e  pol ice .  

"1 was a b l e  t o  thank God f o r  t h e  experience once it  was over and I knew I wouldn't  have t o  
spend the  r e s t  o f  my l i f e  i n  a remote Venezuelan j a i l , "  quipped Adkins, who r e c e n t l y  moved t o  

Jacksonvi l le ,  F l a  . 
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The f r i g h t e n i n g  i n c i d e n t  d i d n ' t  hamper t h e  team's e f f ec t ivenes s .  During t h e  week o f  door-to- 
door w i tnes s ing  and e v a n g e l i s t i c  s e r v i c e s  a t  I g l e s i a  Bau t i s t a  Cent ra l  (Cent ra l  B a p t i s t  Church), 
San F e l i x ,  t h e  team repor t ed  87 p ro fe s s ions  o f  f a i t h  and four  rededica t ions .  

The church a l s o  decided t o  extend t h e  r e v i v a l  f o r  another  week a f t e r  t h e  Americans l e f t .  

"God's l ove  c ros sed  two b a r r i e r s , "  Adkins explained,  " the language b a r r i e r  and t h e  handicap 
b a r r i e r .  l1 

He noted t h a t  once t h e  people go t  over  t h e  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  two team members were handicapped, 
they were we l l  r ece ived  by t h e  Venezuelans. "Even t h e  ch i ld ren  accepted us ,"  Adkins noted. 

The team was one o f  many such teams doing e v a n g e l i s t i c  work i n  Venezuela dur ing  August and 
September. A t o t a l  o f  356 vo lun tee r s  worked wi th  churches a l l  over Venezuela. 

The e f f o r t  r e s u l t e d  i n  6,331 p ro fe s s ions  of f a i t h ,  1,466 r eded ica t ions ,  and 225 d e c i s i o n s  
f o r  s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e .  It was a p a r t  o f  t he  pa r tne r sh ip  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Tennessee B a p t i s t s  and 
Venezuela B a p t i s t s .  

Since t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  began i n  November 1985, t h e r e  have been 8,521 p ro fe s s ions  o f  f a i t h  
r epo r t ed  and more t han  10,000 t o t a l  s p i r i t u a l  dec is ions .  

--yo-- 

Baker Challenges P a s t o r s  B a p t i s t  P r e s s  
T o  Min i s t e r  Amidst C r i s e s  By Tim F i e l d s  10/12/87 

HOUSTON (BP)--A C h r i s t i a n  m i n i s t e r  can move ahead wi th  p o s i t i v e ,  cons t ruc t ive  a c t i o n s  even 
when t h e  news is bad and t h e  t i d e s  a r e  f lowing a g a i n s t  him, N. Larry Baker t o l d  p a s t o r s  of' t h e  
Union B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion .  

Baker, who las t  month surv ived  an a t tempt  by a group of  commissioners t o  d ismiss  him as 
execut ive  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  Commission, chal lenged t h e  p a s t o r s  t o  
be e f f e c t i v e  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  gospe l  i n  t h e  midst  of personal  and community c r i s e s .  

llHow does one b u i l d  a t h i n g  o f  beaiity i n  a combat zone? Bow does one bu i ld  a home o r  a 
ca thed ra l  when bombs a r e  dropping and mortar  s h e l l s  a r e  f lying?" he asked. 

"Perhaps you haven ' t  asked t h e s e  ques t ions  i n  p rec i se ly  t hese  terms, b u t  you may have asked ,  
'How i n  t h e  world can I b u i l d  t h e  kingdom (of Cod) i n  a place like t h i s ? ' "  he declared.  

Baker c i t e d  t h e  s e v e r e  economic r e v e r s a l s  i n  Texas which have taken a d r a s t i c  t o l l  on 
Houston, which comprises  t h e  l a r g e s t  a s s o c i a t i o n  of churches i n  t h e  Southern B a p t i s t  Convention. 
He s a i d  t h i s  c r i s i s ,  which has  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  many o t h e r  communities ac ros s  t h i s  country,  i s  an 
example of s e r i o u s  cha l l enges  t o  e f f e c t i v e  Chr i s t i an  minis t ry .  

"The boom i n  t h i s  c i t y  belongs t o  yes te rday ,  hunger s t a l k s  young and o l d  a l i k e  by t h e  
thousands and cr ime a g a i n s t  persans  and proper ty  i s  rampant," he s a i d .  "Your people a r e  
s t r e t c h e d  t o  t h e i r  limits I n  family l i f e .  

"A few o f  your churches a r e  f l o u r i s h i n g ,  bu t  t h e  v a s t  major i ty  of them a r e  becoming sma l l e r  
a s  people l o s e  t h e i r  jobs and move," he added. 

Baker cha l lenged  t h e  p a s t o r s  t o  c a l l  t h e i r  people t o  f a i t h  i n  t he  midst  o f  t r i a l  and t r o u b l e  
and suggested ways a l l  m i n i s t e r s  can "preach and proclaim with urgency the  g r e a t  a f f i rma t ions  o f  
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h . "  

We asked t he  p a s t o r s  t o  p re sen t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l s  and p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  way and t o  
cha l lenge  t h e  axioms of  our  age. 

"When you compare axioms such a s  'might makes r i g h t '  or ' look ou t  f o r  number one1 wi th  t h e  
s c r i p t u r e s ,  t hey  a r e  a t  odds wi th  t h e  gene ra l  s t r u c t u r e  of b i b l i c a l  thought and ideas.n 

--more-- 
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He a l s o  c a l l e d  on p a s t o r s  t o  pursue a balanced agenda of  moral i s s u e s  which inc ludes  
speaking t o  and a c t i n g  on h igh -p ro f i l e  concerns such a s  abor t ion ,  pornography and p remar i t a l  s ex ,  
a s  wel l  a s  l e s s  popular  moral i s s u e s  a s  a f f l uence ,  ecology,  r a c i a l  j u s t i c e  and war and peace, 

"We need t o  add re s s  a l l  t he se  i s s u e s  wi th  a sense  of  urgency and with a blend o f  i nd igna t ion  
and c o m p a s ~ l o n , ~ ~  he urged. "When J e s u s  was confronted by t h e  e v i l s  of  d i s ease  and dea th  he was 
ind ignant ,  b u t  he responded t o  t h e  s u f f e r e r  wi th  compassion." 

Baker a l s o  asked p a s t o r s  t o  work f o r  a con t inu i ty  between t h e i r  p rofess ion  and t h e i r  
p r a c t i c e .  

"As m i n i s t e r s ,  t h e r e  should be a matching o f  our  l i v i n g  with ou r  doing s o  t h a t  when we read  
and preach and t e a c h  i t  sounds l i k e  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about each o ther , "  he s a id .  

He dec r i ed  m i n i s t e r s  who proclaim s a c r i f i c e  and s e r v i c e  while manipulat ing people t o  achieve  
t h e i r  own s e l f i s h  advantages o r  " the  preacher  whose s p i r i t  is mean, whose tongue is  v i c ious  o r  
whose methods a r e  d i v i s i v e .  

He rebuked t h e  m i n i s t e r  "who f e r v e n t l y  d e l i v e r s  e v a n g e l i s t i c  sermons and weeps g r e a t  t e a r s  
i n  t h e  p u l p i t ,  b u t  goes through l i f e  untouched by t h e  pain and h u r t  of mul t i tudes  around him, 
o f t e n  w i th in  t h e  shadow of h i s  own nose." 

Baker concluded by c a l l i n g  p a s t o r s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  as the  way o f  nonadjustment. 

"God's people  need t o  remain ill a t  ea se  i n  t h i s  world and t o  be so jou rne r s ,  p i l g r ims  and 
temporary r e s i d e n t s  ,11 he s a i d .  

He poin ted  t o  t h e  prophet Jeremiah who s t rugg led  wi th  h i s  c a l l  t o  be a prophet ,  b u t  saw 
beyond t h e  ups and downs of h i s  own l i f e  t o  a God who is  equal  t o  every emefgency. 

"We must be l i k e  Jeremiah who put  h i s  money where h i s  hope was. He bought a p iece  of l and  
which o t h e r s  thought  would never  be h i s , "  Baker reminded. 
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Missouri B a p t i s t s  Harves t  B a p t i s t P r e s s  
Groceries  Fo r  The Hungry By Sha r i  Schubert / f lQ  10'12/87 

COLUMBIA, Mo. (BPI--Wall-to-wall food -- t h a t ' s  t he  way one observer  descr ibed  t h e  h a r v e s t  
of g r o c e r i e s  c o l l e c t e d  du r ing  a r e c e n t  county-wide food d r ive  i n  b o n e  County, Mo. An es t imated  
20,000 t o  30,000 g roce ry  i t ems  were ga thered  by volunteers  from I5 p a r t i c i p a t i n g  churches i n  
L i t t l e  Bonne Femme B a p t i s t  Assoc ia t ion .  

I ' About 6,000 empty sacks  were d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  homes ac ros s  the  county, sa id  Peggy Kirkpa t r i ck ,  
a member o f  Midway Heights  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Columbia. About 40 t o  50 percent  o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  
t h a t  rece ived  s a c k s  responded wi th  a donat ion  of food-, she  added. 

Attached t o  each sack  was a n o t e  exp la in ing  t h a t  B a p t i s t  churches i n  t h e  a r e a  were 
c o l l e c t i n g  food f o r  va r ious  s h e l t e r s  and food m i n i s t r i e s  i n  t h e  county. People were asked t o  
f i l l  t h e  s acks  w i t h  food i t ems  and l eave  them on t h e i r  porches t o  be c o l l e c t e d  t h e  fo l lowing  
week. Food would t h e n  be d i s t r i b u t e d  through P r a t h e r s v i l l e  and Southgate B a p t i s t  miss ions ,  as 
we l l  as community o r g a n i z a t i o n s  such as Loaves and F i s h e s  Soup Kitchen,  St. F r a n c i s  House, 
Koinonia House, Food Bank and t h e  S a l v a t i o n  Army. 

I Home mis s iona ry  Kay Hardage, who s e r v e s  a s  d i r e c t o r  of Chr i s t i an  s o c i a l  m i n i s t r i e s  for  mid- 
Missouri ,  s a i d  none of t h e  o rgan iza t ions  t h a t  received food from the  d r ive  are r e c i p i e n t s  of  any 
government funds  o r  commodities. 

I As people i n  t h e  community responded generously,  t h e  volunteers1 r e a c t i o n  was n o t ,  "Look 
what we've done," bu t  r a t h e r ,  " P r a i s e  t h e  Lord." Allen Lusby, a volunteer  youth worker a t  Parkade 
B a p t i s t  Church i n  Columbia, s a i d  he f e l t  t h e  quan t i t y  o f  food received was evidence of  answered 
prayer ,  no t  j u s t  human e f f o r t .  
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Jack  Rowley, p a s t o r  of New Salem B a p t i s t  Church nea r  Ashland, p a r t i c u l a r l y  was touched by 
t h e  g i f t  of one fami ly .  Noting t h a t  many of t h e  houses on t h e  r o u t e  he covered obviously 
belonged t o  weal thy  people,  he  s a i d  he s topped a t  another  house where appearances i nd i ca t ed  the  
family d id  n o t  have much. Never the less ,  t hey  had a sack o f  g roce r i e s  wai t ing  t o  be picked up. 
"It was the  f u l l e s t  sack  of  a l l , "  Rowley r e c a l l e d .  . 

Donated food was taken from p a r t i c i p a t i n g  churches t o  t he  B a p t i s t  S tudent  Union a t  t h e  
Univers i ty  o f  Missour i  i n  Columbia, where it  was so r t ed  and then de l ive red  t o  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  
o rgan iza t ions .  

"People came through with t h e  good p ro t e in  s t u f f  l i k e  tuna f i s h ,  macaroni and cheese,  and 
peanut b u t t e r , "  Hardage repor ted .  Large q u a n t i t i e s  of  canned vegetab les ,  pork and beans, and 
soup a l s o  were g i v e n ,  a long  wi th  a wide v a r i e t y  of  o the r  items. 

K i r k p a t r i c k  sa id  many people who gave food wrote notes  on the  papers  a t t a c h e d  t o  t he  s acks ,  
commending t h e  churches  f o r  what they  were doing and thanking them f o r  t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  g ive .  

The Sept .  26 food d r i v e  was t h e  f i r s t  t o  be conducted on a county-wide s c a l e  by t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  A s i m i l a r  d r i v e  had been succes s fu l ly  c a r r i e d  out  by members o f  Midway Heights 
Church i n  t h e i r  immediate neighborhood l a s t  spr ing .  Because the Midway Heights  d r i v e  was s o  w e l l  
r ece ived ,  K i r k p a t r i c k  recommended it be t r i e d  a s  an a s soc i a t i ona l  p r o j e c t .  

K i rkpa t r i ck  and Hardage o r i g i n a l l y  g o t  t h e  i dea  f o r  t h e  p ro j ec t  while  v i s i t i n g  S t .  Louis 
Metro B a p t i s t  Assoc i a t i on  t o  s tudy  t h e  s o c i a l  ministries being done t h e r e ,  They learned  t h a t  Boy 
Scouts  i n  S t ,  Louis  had done a similar p r o j e c t  with good r e s u l t s  and thought  i t  would be worth 
t r y i n g  i n  Columbia. 

"1 had no i d e a  what t o  expect ,"  K i rkpa t r i ck  confessed. From t h e  very s t a r t ,  she  regarded i t  
a s  " the  Lord 's  p r o j e c t w  and depended on him t o  b r ing  about the des i r ed  r e s u l t s .  

She added s h e  was pleased wi th  t h e  outcome and f e l t  t he  e f f o r t  had made a favorable  
impression on the community. Although t h e  volunteers  d i d  no t  do t h e  p r o j e c t  t o  g a i n  p u b l i c i t y ,  
t h e  event  a t t r a c t e d  a t t e n t i o n  and was covered on l o c a l  t e l e v i s i o n  news. 

"It was good f o r  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  i t  was good f o r  t h e  community and i t  is going t o  be good 
f o r  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s , "  s a i d  Archie Warren, d i r e c t o r  o f  missions f o r  L i t t l e  Bonne Femme Associat ion.  
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Former New Mexico 
Executive D i r e c t o r  Dies  

B a p t i s t  P re s s  
10/12/87 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (BP)--R .Y. Bradford,  80, former Bap t i s t  Convention o f  New Mexico execut ive  
d i r e c t o r  d ied  Oct .  9 i n  Albuquerque. 

Bradford was execa t ive  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  Convention o f  New Mexico from 
October 1967 t o  December 1974. During h i s  tenure ,  t h e  t i t l e  was changed t o  execut ive  d i r e c t o r .  

He f irst  came t o  New Mexico i n  1941 and was t he  first chaplain a t  Albuquerque A i r  Base, 
l a t e r  K i r t l and  A i r  Force Base. During t h e  Second World War, he served 35 months overseas  as 
commanding c h a p l a i n  o f  t h e  Ninth A i r  Force Se rv i ce  Command. 

After  l e a v i n g  the chapla incy ,  Bradford was pas to r  of  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Colorado 
C i t y ,  Texas, f o r  seven  y e a r s ,  and p a s t o r  of  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Santa  Fe,  N.M., f o r  
15 yea r s .  During h i s  s e r v i c e  i n  San ta  Fe,  he l e d  t h e  church t o  move ou t  of i ts  crowded downtown 
l o c a t i o n  t o  a l o c a t i o n  on t h e  edge o f  town where new f a c i l i t i e s  were b u i l t .  

I Since h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  a s  execut ive  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  B a p t i s t  Convention of  New Mexico, Bradford 
had been chap la in  o f  Strong-Thorne Mortuary i n  Albuquerque. 

Surv ivors  i n c l u d e  h i s  wi fe ,  I l a  A. Bradford, Albuquerque; two daughters ,  Wi l la  McCurdy of 
Albuquerque and Eulyne Ful ton  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ;  one son, John, a l s o  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ;  two b ro the r s  and 
11 g randch i ld ren ,  

--3o-- 


