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Liberians Pay Tribute 
To Sla in  Missionary 

86-179 

By Marty C r o l l  

YEKEPA, Liberia (BP)-qhousands of Liberians s t remed i n t o  Yekepa, Liberia, three days a f t e r  
the murder of Libby Senter to tell each other why they f e l t  the Southern Baptist missionary w a s  
one of their own. 

Mrs. Senter, of Shelby, N.C., and her daughter, Rachel, 10, were stabbed to death i n  t he i r  
Yekepa h e  Wednesday morning, Nov. 26. A Liberian, Benjmin M. Morris, 32, admitted to the 
murders two days l a t e r .  

George and L i b y  Senter moved with t h e i r  tw children to Yekepa s i x  years ago as new1.y 
a p i n t e d  missionaries. They long ago decided i n  case ei ther  died on the mission f i e l d  they 
wanted to IE tu r ied  i n  Liberia  a s  a Chris t ian witness to the people. 

The Liberians paid t r i b u t e  to Mrs. Senter during a wake, funeral and burial  on the grounds 
of M a t  Nimba Baptis t  Church Nov. 29 and 30. They to ld  of her willingness to ident i fy with them 
by learning t h e i r  language and staying overnight i n  t he i r  homes as she worked with her husband i n  
surrounding v i l lage  churches. 

A procession of people £ran the Mano and Gio t r ibes  acmmpnied the caskets oontaining the 
bodies of Mrs. Senter and her daughter as Liberians carried them out of the c i ty '  s h s p i t a l  
morgue. The t r i b a l  people walked alongside the caskets for more than a mile. 

"This was rea l ly  a Liberian funeral,  and it would please Libby because she was so close to 
the people," said L i k r i a n  Johnetta Mirror, president of R i c k s  I n s t i t u t e ,  a Baptis t  school located 
i n  Monrovia. 

Liberians s t a r t ed  arr iving a t  the  church f r m  throughout Nimba County for a wake las t ing  
£ran 7:30 p.m. Nav. 29 u n t i l  a b u t  4 the  next morninq. They eventually packed the sanctuary and 
sp i l led  outside onto church grounds and under a h u s h  a r b r .  About 3,000 people attended the 
funeral service f ran  2:30 to nearly 5 p.m. Nov. 30, watching a s  the b d i e s  were txlried atop a 
1 i t t l . e  knoll by the church. 

Among TJiber ians attending the  funeral  were Walter a. Richards, ~ e s i d e n t  of the 1,iber i a  
Bapt is t  Missionary and Education Convention, with which missionaries mrk; Charles Blake, 
convention executive secretary; W i l l i z r m  E. Stewart, one of the most pan inen t  f igures  i n  
Liberian Baptists '  partnership w i t h  Georgia Baptists; and Victoria Dukuly, president of the 
conventiont s Wman' s Missionary Union. 

Dukuly, who w a s  recovering f ran surgery, made the eight-hour round t r ip  f r an  her h e  i n  
Manrwia, t h e  cap i t a l  city, just for the funeral. Instead of viewing Mrs. Senter s body, Dukuly 
sa id  she wanted to ranember her as  hap^ and high-spirited, the way she was as they worked 
together with G i r l s  i n  Action youth groups i n  the country. 

Forgiveness was one topic the Liberians discussed widely among themselves. They were 
s t u n n d  as word got around that George Senter had placed his hand on Mar is' shoulder, laoked the 
accused murderer i n  h i s  eyes and told him he forgave Morris for killing his wife and daughter. 

"That' s a s to ry  t h a t  j u s t  mazed everybdy i n  the area," said Bradley Brown, the  
administrator of the 67 southern Bapt i s t  mission workers assigned to Liberia. 

-mSre-- 
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Throughout an unsuccessful five-year ha l lenge  to its urwelmed status as an official. 
landmark, attorneys for the church argued the NEW York C i t y  Lmdnar ks ~ x e s e r ~ t i o n  ~a-enacted 
i n  1965-violated the U.S. Constitution' s guarantee of free exercise of religion by subjwting 
the church to "imnediate, criminally enforceable gwermental restr ict ionsn for refusing to 
repair the church. 

I n  addition, church lawyers maintained, amlicat ion of the law also would mount t o  taking 
church p r o p r t y  for p b l i c  use i n  violation of the Fif th  Amednent's rquirements that government 
provide jus t  anpensation when claiming wivate ~ o p e r t y .  

By refusing to hear the church's case, the high wurt l e t  stand the lcwer panels' rulings-- 
including a 4-3 decision by New Yak's highest murt-that the displ te  was mt "ripen for 
judicial review because the landmarks mmiss ion  had yet t o  attanpt enforcement of the I ~ J  on the 
church. Further, the lcrwer m u r t s  held, the  church had bypassed appealing application of the law 
t o  the m i s s i o n  i t s e l f  by choosing instead t o  take the matter t o  mur t .  

Legal standing by an aggrieved party normally is mnditioned i n  part  on a shawing that  
actual injury has been incurred and that all pssible adninistrative remedies have been 
exhausted. 

The church' s lead attorney, const i tut ional  authority Willian Bentley Fal l  of Harrisburg, 
Pa., called the N w  York City s i tua t ion  an instance "where goof  of irreparable injury has been 
established even though the threat  of enforcement of the challenged s t a tu te  is not: imnediate." 
The church' s pimary objection, he added i n  papers asking the Supane Court to review the case, 
was suhnitting i t s e l f  to the adninistrative review of a lxmanission which under the Constitution 
has no a u t b r i  t y  over churches. 

But i n  a k i e f  asking the murt t o  r e j e  t h e  church's claims, New York City Corporation 
Counsel Frederick A.O. Schwarz J r .  contended "m mntroversy exis ts  and the case is rot ripe for 
jdicid- review" because the church had not applied t o  the cnmnission for re1 ief fran landmark 
restr ict ions.  "The f a c t  tha t  petitioner is a religious organization is irrelevant to the 
question of whether there is an unconstitutional ' taking1 and does not . . . implicate the f ree  
exercise clause of the F i r s t  Amendment," he mncluded. 

The Church of St .  Paul and St.  Andrew, located a t  W e s t  86th St ree t  and West End Avenue, was 
constructed i n  1897. Although it once basted a makership of 3,000, current manbership is 250, 
with a Sunday attendance of a b u t  100. 

Throughout its d i sp l t e  with the landmarks mission, the angregation has insisted it 
wishes to remain a t  the current site lxlt is unable to raise the estimated $350,000 n&ed to make 
the repairs requirecl by the landmarks law. The church had wanted to demolish the existing 
structure and build a smaller, more functional sanctuary on the site, as w e l l  as an i m e -  
producing apartment fuilding. The i n m e  f ran leasing apartments was to have been used solely 
for the s u p r t  of the church and its ministries. 

The legal  b a t t l e  has galvanized s q p r t  for the church £ran v i r tua l ly  every quarter of New 
Yor k City' s religious ccxnmuni ty. Joining the &mch i n  its unsuccessful bid to have the S u p  m e  
Court review the d i sp l t e  were the  National Council of the Churches of C h r i s t ,  New York State 
Council of Churches, Council of Churches of the City of New York, Queens Federation of Churches, 
Ranan Catholic Archdiocese of New York, Ranan Catholic D i e s e  of Brooklyn, Synagogue Council of 
America and New Y a k  Board of Rabb i s .  (86-397, Church of St. Paul. v. Barwick)  

-30- 

Missions Issues Ekplmed 
Via Fm Telwnfermce By Carol Garrett 

Baptist Press 
12/2/t36 

BIRMtNQIAM, Ala. (W) --The i n t eg r i ty  of Southern Baptist hunger relief funds, the status of 
Christianity i n  China today and current wayer needs were sane of the topics Southern Baptists 
had the opportunity to discuss with missions agency leaders and missionaries during the N w .  22 
Foreign Missions Telemnference . 

More than 106 c a l l s  were made during the live koadcast,  which was seen over the Baptist 
~elecammunlcation Netwrk and the A m  Netmrk. 

-me-- 
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Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board ~rek iden t  'R. Keith Parks assured viewers that 
Southern Baptist dollars m n t r i h t e d  for hunger r e l i d  i n  Africa had been well-used. Parks was 
i n  ~ f r i c a  last April. 

"The money that was sent through Baptist dmnnels got out to the people that  it was meant t o  
get to-wlunteers and career missionaries. I saw (them) with my own eyes delivering it to the 
f m i l i e s  that  needed it," he said. 

Less than 1 percent of Baptist-sent grain was last thrcugh transportation, even over almost 
1,000 miles of roadless te r r i tory ,  he added. 

Parks also discussed urgent foreign missions payer needs with Southern Baptist Wanan' s 
Missionary Union Executive Director Carolyn Weathrford and Scuthern Baptist Brotherhood 
Camnission President Janes Smith. 

Today's thriving Christian church i n  China is evidence of Southern Baptistst most urgent 
prayer need, parks said, noting, "One of the qreat needs of today is to pray for muntries we 
call  c l a d  countries." 

China, the f i r s t  Southern Baptist foreign mission f ield,  recently has m e  more open af ter  
30 years of almost rn contact with Chinese Christians. I n  those 30 years, the 700,000 
evangelicals have grm t o  sanwhere between 3 million and 20 million, Parks said. 

"The urgency of ~ a y i n g  and cantinuing to pay even when w e  dont t see results" is the lesson 
Swthern Baptists can learn £ran the church i n  China today, he said. 

Missionaries cannot: go in to  a b u t  70 countries i n  the world. "But payers can go," he said. 

Weatherford urged Southern Baptists also t o  p a y  for people i n  muntries around the world 
where Christianity is m n s i d e r d  a "western" religion, " I ' m  praying not 0nl.y for closed 
countries, but countries where people' s e m s  are closed t o  the gospel," she said. 

Listeners also Learned more p p l e  are b d n g  personally involved i n  missions by going as 
volunteers t o  many of the 108 countries where Southern Baptists do have missionaries. 

volunteering has " l i t e r a l l y  rewluntionized their  whole a t t i  tde a b u t  not only missions, 
but the importance of praying about it also," Smith said. 

S ti1 L more volunteer s are  needed, Weather ford said. "The missionar ies had requested over 
12,000 volunteers overseas this year, and we pobably w i l l  send 0nl.y about 7,000," she r e p r t e d .  

Whether wing a s  volunteers or supporting missions a t  hune through praying and giving, all 
Southern Baptists are respns ib le  for missions, said Becky Ables, daughter of missionaries Ed and 
Linda Ables of ~rgen t ina .  

"More than anything I want people to realize that itt s mt just  the career missionaries and 
the peachers and pastors that are responsible for being missionaries, but itt s also the job of 
everyone ,It she said. 

I n  l i v e  studio interviews, l i v e  telephone calls around the world and taped messages, 
missionary af ter  missionary talked abouth the great " k v e s t w  possible on h i s  or her mission 
f i e l d  i f  more workers and more money were available. 

The Foreign Mission Board budgets its entire Lottie M m n  Christmas Offering goal to meet the 
missionariest p i a r i t y  needs. But the f i r s t  p i o r i t y m e t  is sending all the missionaries who 
volunteer t o  go, Parks said. If the $75 million goal is mt met, "we would take money away £ran 
capital and operating needs. W e  would send the missionaries, but w i t h  less tools to wrk with," 
he said. 

Wilson Donehm, missionary to the Caribbean, said each Southern Raptist w i l l  decide how far 
the L o t t i e  Maon offering w i l l  go i n  meeting needs on the mission f ield.  "The real test o£ 
whether or mt these needs are going t o  be met w i l l  be as the individual Christian gives, and 
whether or not we m e e t  wr goal," he stressed, 



Former Repossessor 
NW Reclaims Souls 
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By ,Wtt Collins 

Bawti s t Press 

FmrC WRrH, Texas (BP) -Shutt ing off water t o  unpaid custaners and repossessing cars for a 
f inane ampany prepared David Freeman for the ministry. 

> , . ,  . 
N w  the Southwestern Baptist Theological Saninary st-nt i s n ' t  bthesed when residents i n  

Cavile Place neighborhood i n  Fort Worth, Texas, aim a sbtgun a t  h im.  And he can stay calm while ' talking t o  a man considering suicide. 

Before moving to Southwestern, Freeman warked for a credit mmpmy. H e  and h i s  wife also 
worked with lcw-inarme fan i l i e s  and as fcster parents. Freeman r m  m k s  for Tmrant Baptist 
Association. 

He  has been knocking on doors t o  te l l  Cavile Place residents he wants to help them. Of the 
f i r s t  18 homes Freeman visited, 12 respndents  said their  main need was to knaw Jesus Christ. 

When Freeman began helping people i n  the area, "the informal netwrk identified me as a 
helper, " he says. 

N m  he and student Ron Oliver have started a Baptist church i n  the neighborhood where 
shootings averaged tm a night. After one and one-half years, sbaotings have & o m  to an 
average of tw per month. 

The area was so rough local police w0ul.d not go into it wit!! fewer than four officers  . 
Seventy-five percent of the residents l ive  belw p v e r t y  level. Sixty  percent of the adult 
residents i n  Cavile Place Aparbnents are single mothers. The median fanily i n m e  is S6,281. 

I n  July, neighborhood residents hosted an appreciation dinner for police and ci ty  
off ic ia ls .  Such plrogress has been h s e d  on a p r sona l  toLlch t o  Freeman' s ministry. "I' ve always 
f e l t  we need to help p p l e  @ysically and then meet their  spir i tual  needs ,'I he explains. 

For example, a m a n  came t o  Freeman for help p y i n g  her rent. He assisted her with the 
material need and then addressed her sp i r i tua l  pver ty .  Later she told him, "I found help to 
problems I didn' t even knm I had." 

Freeman developed a strategy fur assessing the needs of the m u n i t y ,  a concept he a p l i e d  
£ran a seminary class. And through the Tarrant Association's Urban Allies pogram, Freeman has 
ccmbined classroan expr ience with "street" e x p r  ience. 

Oliver agrees being p s t o r  of Cavile church has given him valuable experience. H e  al-so has 
involved four other seminary students i n  the work. The cfiurch, which receives help £ran Sagamore 
Hill Baptist Church, recently received its f i r s t  th~ee adult mmhrs. Average attendance is 35- 
40. 

Oliver ret ired fran the mil i tary i n  1975 af ter  21 y e x s  and went to work for Federal 
El@ctric Corp. as an engineer before m i n g  t o  Southwestern i n  1985. H e  has involved an engineer 
fran General Dynmics, George Abrms, who tutors neighbrhood children i n  mathematics. 

These mact ica l  ef for ts  have hilt a lxidge between the Cavile mmnunity and the gospel, 
which Oliver and Freeman haw found as imprtant  as their  classwork. 

Seminary training alone w i l l  mt reach the  pmple, Oliver says, noting, "The only thi.ng they 
r e p r i d  t o  is when you pass the i r  em." 

-30- 
(BP) photo mailed t o  state Bpt i s t  newspapers by Southwestern Seminary 
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Fay valentine Receives 
Clarence Jordan Award 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)--Foy Valentine, executive director af the Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Canmission, has been honored by the Clarence Jordan Center of ,Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary for "outstanding contr ih t ions"  i n  Christian ethics. 

Valentine, the s-nd recipient af the honor, was recognized far his "sacrif icial  service, 
pro&etic witness, exemplary l i fe  and outstanding leadershipm i n  directing the work of the 
Christian Life Carmission since 1960. 

The special recognition is awarded i n  bmr  of Clarence Jordan, a Southern Baptist Greek and 
New Testament scholar who was a pioneer i n  racial reconciliation during the turbulent 1950s and 
1960s. Jordan, a graduate of Southern Seminary i n  Louisville, Ky., founded Koimnia Farm outside 
Americus, Ga., a Christian mmunity where Valentine worked for a surmer after  graduating £ran 
Baylor University. 

Jordan, k m  throughout the world for h i s  "Cotton Patchn translations of New Testament 
writings, died i n  1969. 

Southern Saninar y ethics pof  essor Paul S imns, who made the gesentat ion,  praised 
Vdlentine for his " p o m e t i c  stands" on issues such as racial justice, e a o m i c  opportunity and 
po l i t i ca l  r e spns ib i l i ty .  

Valentine, he said, has been "emitted t o  a vision of Cd' s kirqdan beyond a l l  earthly 
prizes and beyond all denminational plitics and institutions." 

-30- 

None Dare C a l l  
I t  Vacation 

Baptist Press 
12/2/86 

-, S .C . (BP) --Fur lough does mt equal goof-off time fcnr Southern Baptist 
missionaries. J u s t  ask Jill Branyon. 

Rranyon, who teaches a t  the Baptist high school i n  Nyeri, Kenya, came home t o  Greenville, 
S.C., last  s ~ i r q  for a four-and-a-half-mth furlough. "I began to sigh a bit when people asked 
b v  I was l iking my vacation," she admits. 

Not that she had much time t o  sigh. During those 18 weeks, she traveled 4,838 miles, filled 
40 speaking engagements and had week-long s t i n t s  a t  Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center i n  North 
Carolina, C a p  Marietta i n  South Carolina and the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Roar d' s 
~ i s s i o n a r y    earning Center i n  ~ i r g i n i a .  

She drove t o  Texas for her family' s f i r s t  reunion i n  five years. When she told her 102-year- 
old grandfather she is a missionary, he replied, " W e l l  bless your l i t t le  heart." And during the 
s m e r ' s  relentless drought, she worked long hours on the fmily farm.  

But she doesn' t expect or want long stretches o£ lazy days when she m e s  back t o  t he  United 
States. "Don' t get m e  wrong," she insists. "I love to share missions w i t h  anywne who w i l l  
listen--and even with a few who wwld rather not." 

J u s t  don't think she's on a paid vacation. 
--30- 

New Member Assimilation 
Key To ' 90s For Baptists By Jim L m y  

Baptist Press 
12/2/86 

NA.SHKUU3, Tenn. (W)-Effective assimilation of new menbers in to  churches may be the 
challenge of the 1990s i f  Southern Baptists are t o  maintain their historical  bel iefs  and 
at t i tudes , claimed Bruce Pawers, professor a t  Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary i n  kke  
Forest, N.C. 

-me-- 
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The denmination must have a s t ra tegy  fa dealingvwith ~ e o p l e  join the chlnch so n m  
m d r s  w i l l  understand who Southern Baptists are and w h a t  they believe, sa id  Pwers, speaking t o  
church administration mnsultants f ran s t a t e  Bilptist mnventions i n  t k i r  annual meeting j.n 
Nashville, Tenn. 

"The ways Southern Baptis ts  minister must change i n  the'-'90s," Pmers  said,  "because many 
people i n  our churches lack deep levels of s p i r i t u a l  ocmnitment. Just bemmirq a church maker 

. ., doesnt t make people d i f fe ren t  . 
"Southern Baptis ts  have b e m e  the establishment today, instead of remaining la rge ly  rural. 

and agricultural as we were i n  the  ea r ly  days of the dewina t ion .  We are naw p i m a r i l y  urban 
and success£ ul , defending traditions instead of da l l eng ing  them." 

2L Powers ident i f ied seven developnents i n  society t h a t  must be h a f l e d  by the denanination i f  
it is t o  reach people more ef fec t ive ly  i n  the '90s. 

One development is the grantth of major metropolitan areas i n  New York and Los Angeles. 
"These p p l l a t i o n  centers w i l l  force Southern Baptis ts  to face the megachurch poblems and 
o m r t u n i t i e s , "  he said. "We w i l l  have to &lop ministry patterns rrot cmmn i n  our culture." 

H e  also addressed developnents related to the fue l  c r i s i s ,  information and management: 
technology, plur d i m ,  senior adul t s  , f a n i l i e s  and unemployment. 

"The world w i l l  be facing an enduring fue l  crisis by the year 2000," he wedicted. "Public 
t r a n s i t  w i l l  be a must, but churches w i l l  have t o  give s e r i w s  oonsideration to the locations of 
missions and nRr churches. " 

One of the most s ignf ic ian t  areas of concern and o p r t u n i t y  for  Southern Raptists w i l l  be 
finding ministry o u t l e t s  for senior adults.  H e  said almost two-thirds of the p p l e  who a re  
r e t i r i n g  today leave work before age 65. Wt are i n  good health, and many want part-time work. 

"Availabili ty is the issue facing senior adults and involvement is the key," Puvers said.  
"They are available,  and thev have s k i l l s .  Churches will have t o  decide whether they are i u s t  
going t o  provide arts and crafts or mobilize senior adults t o  serve." 

If the denomination is successful i n  reaching more people, then massive resources must be 
given for  assimilation, he ins i s ted ,  calling for a strategy for dealing with the  poblem of 
members who do mt have deep s p i r i t u a l  axranibent. "If  we  are to b l d  to our biblical thmlogy, 
then we must s e t  up ways t o  teach people who we a r e  and what w e  believe," he explained. 

As more and more manbers a r e  taken i n t o  the church and not infarmed a b u t  h i s to r i ca l  
Southern Baptist  be l i e f s  and pol i ty ,  the denanination runs the risk of adopting the values of the 
new mcmbers instead of changing the  new memberst l i ves  according to the values t o  which 
t rad i t iona l  Southern Baptis ts  subscr ik. 

Jce Stacker, director  of the church administration department a t  the Southern Baptis t  Sunday 
School Board, said the  1990s could be the  most important t i m e  i n  the history of Southern 
Baptists: "Southern Baptis ts  must be ready to claim the future for Christ. Our churches have 
got  t o  ge t  r i d  of the hsiness-as-usual outlook and s t a r t  taking redemptive risks." 

He challenged the s t a t e  mnsul tan ts  to look to the future i n  hope and cooperation, "because 
t h a t  is the Baptis t  way. We must address issues as denaninationdl ministers and servants of 
Jesus Christ. The world won't be what it should be u n t i l  we get m i t e d  abut  being the people 
of Eod." 

-30- 

Argentine Doctor Tern 
Heals More Than Body By Mxty Crol l  

Rapt is t  Press  
12/2/86 

NEU-, Argentina (BP) -<olleagues lmked upon Roberto s imi  as a hero a f t e r  he and the  
emergency ram doctors he supervised saved a farm worker frcm sure death several years ago. R u t  
the  excitenmt of success las ted  only a shor t  time for  the Argentine Baptist  Nysician. 

- -me 
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The farm wrke r  had m e  to the hospital. after fallj-ng drunk underneath a ro l l ing  t rac tor  
wheel. After extensive t r e a b e n t  and a long recovery, he walked out  of the b s p i t a l  n i l i n g  and 
thanking h i s  doctors. 

A week l a t e r ,  drunk again, he stepped i n  front  of a truck. This time he was killed. 
. " 

/. . "The surgeon who had operated on him asked me, 'Why did we do so much wrk?  What did we 
. ' . . . . save him f ran? ' " Bisonni remembers. "It shmxl me h m  i rs igr i i f icant  health and sickness are 

canpared t o  eternity.  That was the f i r s t  case that made m e  think what I was b i n g  i n  the 
emergency rmn was r e a l l y  not suff ic ient ."  

. . Bisonni f e l t  God was urging him to abandon a so l id  goverment job and start a t o t a l  ministry 
-to heal the soul a s  w e l l  as the M y .  What emerged was a health pogr an based on two services 
Bisonnj says a r e  sanewhat foreign to Argentines: f amily-pr ac t ice  medicine and par m&ic 
amhlance services. 

Risonni and a team a€ four young doctors run Argentina1 s f i r s t  and only &lance service 
now, with 40 intensively t rained volunteer pltanedics w b  r e spnd  t o  needs anywhere i n  the c i ty  
within four minutes. 

Risonni had been mmfortable and secure i n  h i s  job. A l l  h i s  l i fe  he had expected to k a 
physician kecause h i s  mother, a wacticaJ.  nurse, had told him, "You're going to be a doctor 
scmday . " 

A t  21, i n  medical school and searching for meaning, he had attended an evangelical camp, 
where he came t o  knw Jesus C h r i s t  personally and met the wcman he l a t e r  married. Eventually he 
b e m e  chief of emergency services  a t  the goverment b p i t a l .  i n  Nequen, -king w i t h  good 
equipnent and making a good salary. 

"But I began to feel the Lord leadinq me to leave. So I told him i f  that were the case, t o  
send me three good doctors I could t r a i n  as f m i l y  doctors. I also gave him a t h e  l i m i  t-I said 
six  months, " he recounts. 

~ o t  three, but  four doctors came to Bisonni sEter he made tha t  decision. A l l  of them had 
q u i t  other medical t ra in ing  because they believed God was leading them i n t o  a personal  acti ice 
where they could t e l l  whole f m i l i e s  a b u t  Jesus C h r i s t .  

" A t  f i r s t  w e  had such few pat ien ts  that we had t o  examine each other to keep i n  wact ice ,"  
Bisonni says. "But t h a t  was not so bad. W e  t m k  a lot of the time t o  p a y  together, and we got 
c lose  t o  each other i n  prayer. Then the news of our pactice got out. It has been continuously 
grwing since then." 

The e a r l i e s t  bmst t o  the pactice came when the team received an mbulance from an 
Argentine m a n  who had planned to start a mediml pcqran for Indians outside the city. "It 

. wasn't d i f f i c u l t  to see where the  Lord was leading," says Risonni. "We looked around, and we had 
an ambiance, an ex-chief of an emergency roan, sane young doctors and a c i t y  of 150,000 with 
great needs." The physicians began t ra in ing  pung people t o  be volunteers for  parmedic 
mnbulance crews. 

Ehery month parmedics answer 150 calls for energencis  incl-ding auto in jur ies ,  heart  
a t tacks,  strokes and intoxication. The c i ty '  s television s ta t ion  txoadcasts pictures of 
ambulances and the emergency telephone number. "All af the c i t y  kmws us m," B i s o n n i  says. 
Recently he w a s  invited to explain the  nogram at a meeting of the Cardiac Association of South 
America. 

Rut t o  Bisonni the success of the p q r m  lies mt i n  *ysical healing it has helped kx ing 
a b u t  or remgnition it has gained. H e  measures success i n  the lives of people l i k e  a 50-par- 
old paraplegic wunan hough t  to the  teamt s 11-bed bspital  last Fehuar y with an apparent bear t 
attack. 

Hos t i l i ty  was writ ten all over her. After t rea t ing  her, physicians talked with her a b u t  
Jesus. But she hardened her hear t  , ~ i s o n n i  says. As the day wore on, she mnstan t ly  demanded 
service £ran the nurses and mnwlained to her husband and anyone else who m e  near. 

--more- 
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"One doctor i n  the group asked her why she did not accept the Lord," Bisonni reports. "She 
said, ' I ' m  l iving i n  hell now, and I might as well d ie  and go on i n  hell. And the sooner the 
better.  ' 'I 
,. Minutes l a t e r  as physicians wrked with another p t i e n t ,  the wunan' s heart s m d  beating. 

With little hop+-ht acting out  of routine-parandics massaged her chest for 20 minutes. J u s t  
a s  they were abut to give up, her heart began to b a t .  A f t e r  twr, electric shocks it was =king 
normally again. 

c. A ' . , 
Oddly, no lxain damage had resulted, and by af ter rmn khe mnan was fu l ly  rmvered and back 

. . 
, , to fighting and mplaininq, Bisonni says. "But I asked myself, 'Why did the Lord bring her back 

to life?' I v i s i t d  her that night, feeling new v r t u n i t y  to speak to her abu t  the Lord." 
But she would not l i s ten ,  

Leaving for h e ,  Bisonni told the physician i n  charge to pess upon her the need for 
accepting Jesus as her savior. 

A t  2 a.m., B i m i  answer& a telephone call fm the resident physician a t  the hospital. 
The wanan had jus t  died f r m  an i r revers ib le  hemorrhage. Rut minutes before, i n  apparently good 
condition, she had admitted she r ea l ly  did need God af ter  all and p a y d  t o  amept him. For what 
might have been the only time i n  her l i f e ,  s k  had experienced peace. 
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Yugoslavian Scholar Publishes 
SerbP-Croatian G r e e k  Grammar 

Baptist Press 
12/2/86 

ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (BP) --Nela Willians, a Southern Raptist missionary working with Baptists 
i n  E ~ t e K n  Europe, has written the f i rs t  New Testanent Greek grammar i n  S e r w r o a t i a n ,  a 
lanquage s p k e n  by many Yugoslavians. 

It also is the f i r s t  Greek grammar i n  any of Yugoslavia's lanquages t o  use a self-study 
method. 

The 330-page b k ,  t i t l e d  "The Greek Language of the New Testament," was released i n  October 
by a Catholic plblisher i n  Zagreb. It w i l l  be sold throughout the oountry i n  b t h  religious and 
secular bookstores. 

A faculty m m h r  a t  the Raptist seminary i n  Nwi Sad, Willims is the daughter of Jos ip  
Horak, president of the Baptist Union of Yugoslavia. She is the wi- of the l a t e  Janes 
Williams, a Georgia native and Southern Raptist missionary who was killed i n  an auto accident i n  
1980. 

willims and her husband began wwk on the Greek grmar  eight years ago. "I cant t help but 
praise the Lord for h i s  marvelous work," she observed. "His hand has been steadily moving t h i s  
production £ran its very beginnings, when T started thj nking and working on it with my husband, 
to its mnpletion." 

~ l though  designed far individual use outside of the classroan, the b k  a lso  has been 
adopted as  a t ex t  a t  several theological schml s of different denominations i n  Yugoslavia. 
Recently it was on display a t  the international f a i r s  i n  Frankfurt, Germany, and Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia. 

Willims has received a degree i n  l inguis t ics  and German fran the University of 2-agreb and a 
ce r t i f i ca te  of theology £ran the In ter  national Ebptist T h a l q i c a l  Seminary of Ruschlikon, 
Switzerland. She also studied a t  Southern Baptist Theologi-l Sminary i n  Louisville, Ry., where 
her husband received a doctorate. 

After a p i n t m e n t  by the Southern Baptist Foreign Missim mad i n  1976, the Willimses 
began teaching a t  the Raptist seminary i n  N w i  Sad. Since her husband's death she has lived i n  
Zagreb, reared her three children and taught i n  Nwi Sad, 
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Army Of Volunteers 
TO 'Invade1 Prisons By Orvi l le  Scot t  

DALLAS (BP)-On the 45th anniversary of the invasion of Pearl  Harbor, an army of 20,000 
volunteers w i l l  launch a prison invasion i n  more than 500 co r rec t i aml  ins t i tu t ions  i n  45 s t a t e s .  

Armed with Bibles and Chris t ian mncern instead of guns and bmbs, t he  wlunteers  w i l l  spend 
the weekend of DK. 5-7 behind p i s o n  w a l l s ,  sharing t h e i r  Christian f a i t h  w i t h  ima te s .  

"They w i l l  seek to reach tha't 90 percent aE the irmates v h  don1 t go t o  chapel services," 
said Paul Kraner of Dallas, administrator for  Prison Immsion, the  nationwide ministry e f fo r t .  

Kraner, author of "Crime is a Choice," a book to be dis t r ibuted i n  the  prisons, sa id  Prison 
Invasion is the fulf i l lment  of a dream for churches, chaplains and m y  converted ex-mnvicts who 
lead pison ministries.  

Kraner served time and helped lead Bible study a t  the prison a t  Mawell A i r  Fwce Base i n  
Mmtgcmery, Ala., w i t h  Chuck Colson, who famed Prison Fellmship after serving a sentence for 
inwlvement i n  Watergate. 

"A great deal of c r e d i t  for  Prison Invasion goes to pison chaplains, those missionaries who 
dont t get much remgnition," Kraner said.  

m-convict Paul C a r l i n  of Crockett, Texas, a Southern Baptist  minister who is director  of 
Prisoners Bible In s t i t u t e ,  a key sponsor for Prison Invasion i n  24 Texas mrrec t iona l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
said: "The tendency is t o  lock up convicts and forget  about them. But we can't forget  about 
them, because most of them me coming back (to the i r  h e  arrmunities). Hcw much het ter  it is to 
have them m e  back a s  new people i n  Jesus Chr i s t . "  

A model for the simultaneous P r i m  Invasion was  oonducted by 500 volunteers i n  eight  Texas 
p i s o n s  i n  1984, with 2,100 imates making ~arofession of f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t ,  said Carlin. 

Krmer said the wlun tee r s  will go i n t o  the cells and cellbl.ocks with the message t h a t  
"J-us C h r i s t  changes lives." Experience has s h  t h a t  the average volunteer i n  a weekend w i l l  
reach three i m a t e s  for  C h r i s t ,  he noted. 

Longtime p ison minis tr ies  leader chaplain Raymond Hoekstra of Dallas w i l l  lead the  Pri.son 
Invasion a t  Indiana S t a t e  Prison a t  Michigan City, along w i t h  Georqe Meyer , who was A 1  Capne'  s 
driver . 

Infamous mnverted ex-convict Bob Erler, the "catch me ki l le r"  who was sentenced t o  99 1/2 
-- years i n  Florida, w i l l  help lead the  Prison Invasion a t  Mississippi S t a t e  Penitentary i n  

Parchan. Erler was a cellmate of Jack "Mur@-~ the Surf" Murphy, who was paroled N w .  11 and w i l l  - be inml-ved i n  the invasion i n F l o r i d a  pisons, along with ex-mobster FrankCanstantino, author 
of llBoles i n  Time." 

Rramer said several San Francisco 49ers faotbal l  players w i l l  par t ic ipate  i n  the  Prison 
Invasion i n  San Quentin. Helping lead the  San Quentin e f f o r t  is a graduate of the p i s a n ,  Jerry 
Graham, author of "Where F l i e s  Don1 t Land." Sine beccaning a Christian, Graham has established a 
hune for  abused juveniles i n  Sacramento, Calif . ,  sa id  Kramer. 

Several states have issued pocl.amations i n  support of Prison Invasion. Proclamations ly 
the governors of Idaho and Oklahcana note t h a t  i n  m n t r a s t  t o  the invasion of Pearl. Harkor i n  
1941, "This invasion w i l l  not be with hate but love, not w i t h  viol- ht hop.  Hope of a 
bet ter  tanorrow, sp i r i t ua l ly ,  morally and socially.  " 

Citing the "ef for t  to touch the  prison p p l a t i o n  throughout the United S ta tes  i n  a 
s igni f icant  and l i f echang ing  way," the proclamations call on c i t izens  to support Prison 
Invasion. 

Kraner and Carl in  s a id  plans a r e  to involve churches and individuals i n  a follow-up minis try 
to irrnates who aocept Chris t ,  providing counseling and discipleship t raining throuqh continuing 
prison ministries.  
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