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Supreme Cow t Sends Back 
Rel-igious Job ~ i a s  Case 

@ 
Ry Kathy Palen 

WHTNQKN (BP) --Although holding that  an appeals cow t decision i n  a rel igious job bias 
case was reached frcm an erroneous apprmch, the Supreme C w t  N w .  17 a££ imed  that decision, 
sending the case back for further voceedings. 

The case involves an Ansonia, Conn., public schoolteacher who claims the local school b a r d  
should provide him w i t h  paid leave to observe up t o  six rel igious holidays annually. The 
teacher, Ronald Philbrmk, is a member of the Worldwide Church of Gcd,  which requires members t o  
re f ra in  £ran secular empLoyment during designated b l y  days. 

The Ansonia Board of Education, i n  annual a g r m e n t s  nqo t i a t ed  with the local chapter of 
the American ~ e d e r a t i o n  of reachers sinm the 1968-69 s-1 year, has a l l w e d  teachers to take 
three dayst annual leave for  mandatory rel igious lmlidays. Teachers also annually receive 18 
days of leave for  i l l nes s ,  but may use accumulated leave for prpos- other than i l lness- 
including three days annually for  "necessary personal hsiness ."  The mnt rac t  agreement, 
hmever , restricts teachers f ran using tlmse three days for  spec i f ic  activi ties-including 
rel igious observance--already provided for i n  the oontract. 

Philbrsrook contends the school board's policy of al!!awing him to take additional days off 
without pay for  h i s  church's holy days m n s t i t u t e s  religious d isa imina t ion  under T i t l e V I I  of 
the C iv i l  Rights A c t  of 1964. Title V I I  requires that an mployer "reasonably acmmdate to an 
employee's . . . re l ig ious  observance or p a c t i e  without undue hardship on the mncluct of the 
employer ' s h s i n e s s .  " 

I n  1973, Phi lkook f i l e d  a -plaint w i t h  the Connecticut C m i s s i o n  on Hunan Rights and 
Opportunities and the federa l  Equal  Employment m r t u n i t y  C d s s i o n .  H e  proposed two 
alternatives--either to a l l m  him to use the personal txlsiness leave fa rel igious observance or  
to permit him to pay for the  a s t  of a subs t i tu te  teacher rather than having hi s  salary docked. 

Upon the schml b a r d ' s  re jec t ion  of h i s  wopsals, Phi l t rmk went to oourt. A U.S. 
d is t r ic t :  court judge, however, ruled Philbrook had failed t o  move a case of rel igious 
d isa imina t ion  because the  school b a r d  had not placed him i n  a p s i t i a n  of violat ing h i s  
rel igion or  losing h i s  job. 

The 2nd Ci rcu i t  Court: of Appeals reversed t h a t  decision, holding the accamwdation 
obligation includes a duty to  accept the  poposal the emplayee prefers  mless that  popsal 
causes undue hardship on the  emplqer.  The murt remanded the case for oonsideration of the 
hardship tha t  wuld r e s u l t  £ran Ph i lhook t  s paposals .  I 

I n  delivering. the Supane Court opinion, Chief Jus t i ce  Willim H. Rehnquist said the  mu t 
found no basis i n  T i t l e  VII: for requiring an employer to chose any particular r e a m b l e  
acccrranodation since "any reasonable accamdation by the employer is suf f ic ien t  to meet its 
acccmrodation obligation." Thus the a p a l s  cnurt, he said, erred by requiring the s h l  b a r d  
t o  demonstrate the hardship of Ph i l t xmk ' s  a l t e rna t iws .  

Under the a w a l s  oourt ' s  a~proach, Rehnquist said,  "the employee is given every incentive 
t o  hold out  for  the most beneficial  acmmodation, .despite the fact t ha t  an emplcyer of fe r s  a 
reasonable resolution of the mnf  1 ict . " 
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As to whether the school board's leave policy oonstitutes a reasanable aocarmodation of 
philbrmk' s religious beliefs, however, Rehnquist said the Supreme Cwrt must rematad the case 
to the district court for further woceedings. The ehief justice said neither lower wur t 
had explicitly wnsidered that question, thus providing the high court w i t h  insufficient 
factual findings. 

While expressing the court's opinion that requiring a teacher to take unpaid leave for hol-y 
day observance exceeding the amount allowed by the contract a g r m t  wid be reasonable, 
Rehnquist said such unpaid leave would not be a reasonable m a t i o n  if paid leave were 
provided for all plrposes except religious ones. 

Rehnquist said a fagtual inquiry into past and present administration of the personal 
business leave provisions is necessary and instructed the district murt to make that inquiry. 

Ttm justices f i l d  separate opinions in which they concurred in part and dissented in part. 

In his dissent, Justice Thurgmd Marshall contended the school board policy forces Rhilbrmk 
to choose between following his religious pecepts w i t h  a pattial forfeiture of salary and 
violating those precepts for work with full pay. 

"It is precisely this loss of cmpnsation that entitles Philbrmk to further 
accmdation, i f  reasonably possible without undue hardship to the -1 bard's educational 
program," Marshall said. "It may be that unpaid leave will generally amount to a reasonable 
awcrrsnodation, but this does not mean that unpaid leave will always be the reasonable 
acccffnmodation which best resolves the conflict between the needs of the employer and employee." 

Justice John Paul Stevens disagreed with the murtls decision to remand the case, calling 
such action "unnecessary and confusing." He argued the employer has no legal duty to resalve the 
conflict in the way the employee reguests as long as the solution that is adopted is reasonable. 

"I find it equally clear that the employer has no statutory duty to do anything more than 
strictly necessary to resolve the mnf lict , *I Stevens added. 
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Missouri Laymen Unite 
Against Controversy 

Baptist Press 
11/18/86 

i KANSAS CITY, Mo. (FIP)--Seeking to "bring things back to what  our heritage is1* as Southern 

I Baptists, a group of Missouri Baptists in the Kansas City area have founded an organization 
called llMissour i Laymen United. " 

I Spearheaded by Jo Ellen Witt, a member of First Baptist Church of Weston, the not-for-prof it 
corpration is at least the third such organization to surface in recent weeks. A ,group of Texas 
Baptists calling themselves "Laity for . . . the Raptist Faith and Messagen and a group named 
"Florida Eaptists for Cooperatim" have organized w i t h  similar goals wd objectives. 

Witt told Word & Way, newsjournal- of the Missouri Raptist Conventim, the statement of 
purpose for Missouri Laymen United is ''to seek to preserve mptist heritage and ~inciples in the 
Southern Baptist Convention through an informed, concerned laity mrking together in unity of 
spirit and faith." t 

~ckmktledging that "sane p p l e  might feel threatened1# by the organization, Witt insisted it 
is design& "basically for peace. We want to get peace back within the onvention." 

The group held its first public forum at S-nd Baptist Church of Liberty, inviting "a 
couple of laymen £ran all the churches in the area where we felt like the pastors would be 
supportive of what we were doing," Witt explained. That meeting, whi& attracted more than 100 
people, featured presentations by Gordon Kingsley, president of Willian Jewel1 College in 
Liberty; Mary Lois Sanders, a former Southern Baptist missionary to Brazil; Wanda Haworth, a 
Southern Baptist Hane Mission Board trustee and a hber of Centertam Baptist Church in 
Center town; and Bob Perry , director of missions for Clay-Platte Baptist Assmiation. 

- l ' m r t  
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S tew Strat ten,  vi& 'chairman of M i a s a n i  Iaymen United, said Kingsley' s discussion fmused 
on "the background of Baptist heritage, +beliefs ar@ tenets. " H e  said the mllege pcesident 
addressd such topics as Scripture as f ina l  authority, the piesthood of believers, autonay of 
the local chw& and the absolute Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

Stratten, an attorney and a manber of F i r s t  Baptist Church of Excelsior Springs, said the 
other three speakers shared personaJ. 0 b s e r ~ t i O n S  about the current & l i c k  within the Southern 
Baptist Convention and haw it is hurting the cause of missions on associational, h e  and foreign 
fields. 

"There w a s  no name-calling," Strat ten said of the meeting, " jus t  persona? observances and 
4 how they feel the mnflict is impeding the work of missions." 

Witt, who is chairman of the Missouri organization, m a s i z e d ,  "Laymen have got t o  get 
involved t o  educate other laymen. As laymen, we can do that. My job is rnt threatened by what 
we do. A pastor, missionary or seminary professor can1 t do this." 

Witt d e s a  i b d  'herself as "a totally uneducated layman" p i o r  to attending her f i r s t  SBC 
annual meeting i n  D a l l a s  i n  1985. She saii! she was distressed by "the pol i t ica l  nature of 
everything, the antagonism I saw between people. It made me see we were to ta l ly  off target. 

"I am hoping that  as people became aware, bcome educated, tha t  there won't be a problem of 
one side or another," she said. "That's what we want to get away fran. Basically, I 'd  just l ike 
t o  see sane peace, and the +asis off the plitics and back on what our Wrpose should b." 

Vice chairman Strat ten agreed: "A lot of the m n t r m r s y  has come f r m  pastors. There is a 
need for laymen t o  get more actively involved i n  the affairs  of the convention." 

H e  said h i s  goal. within the organization is "to help educate the l a i t y  so tha t  they can be 
involved i n  a healing process and find unity i n  diversity. Within that  diversity, we need t o  
unify and cooperate with one another t o  do the mrk of missions. If the l a i t y  takes the 
in i t ia t ive ,  1 think there wwld be more credibi l i ty  and broad-based s u w r t . "  

Serving with W i t t  and St ra t ten  are Secretaryqreasurer Leonard Thornton, a member of Second 
Baptist Church i n  Liberty, and pastor advisory canmittee Chairman Si l l  Link, r e t i r ed  pastor of 
Second Baptist Church. 

Future p1.ans for the organization include pblishing a newsletter and hosting more plbl ic  
forms.  The next tvJo meetings, scheduled for Dec. 9 a t  Wya t t  Park Baptist Church i n  St. ,Tose$, 
and Dec. 11 i n  the Kansas City area, w i l l  feature a discussion of the issue of inerrancy. The 
guest speaker a t  both meetings wi l l  be Ray Sumers, ret ired head of the deprtment of religion a t  
Baylor University i n  Warn, Texas. 

W i t t  said a future meeting, tentat ively scheduled for next s p i n g ,  w i l l  feature Cmrgia 
Baptist layman Norman Cavender . 

arplaining h i s  understanding of Missouri Laymen United, Perry noted, "It' s sa&thing that  J o  
Ellen is doing out of her m m r n  as one Southern Baptist layperson. Her rea l  in teres t  is not to 
tell  people how t o  vote lxlt to help them get  i n  touch w i t h  what is going on and t o  increase their  
level of i m l m e n t . "  

Declining t o  endorse one s p c i f  ic organization, Perry added, "I an to ta l ly  supportive of 
Southern Baptist laypeople beaning better informed about denuninational l i f e  and more 
involved a t  every level  of the denmination. T think greater lay participation can help Southern 

' Baptists deal w i t h  sane of the issues we've k e n  onfronting on the national. level." 

m a s i z i n g  the need far unity, S t ra t ten  said: "If the aonventim is to survive, w e  need t o  
be more tolerant of mryone, whether they are fundmentalists or moderates. The work of the 
convention-p imar i l y  missions-is being hampered by the divisiveness. " 

-30- 
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Kentucky ~aptists - .  
Elect: A.B. Colvin 

?3LIZA?3-, Ky. (BP) --A mnvention with p t e n t i a l  for uncharacteristic discord became one 
of harmony when the  Kentucky Baptis t  Convention met Nw. 11-13 i n  Severns V a l l e y  Baptis t  Church 
i n  E l i z a b e t h t m .  

One messenger sa id  Kentucky Baptists once again poved that while they may a r r ive  a t  a s t a t e  
meeting with questions i n  t h e i r  minds their concerns a re  l ike ly  to m e l t  i n t o  "sweet f e l l m h i p "  
long before the f ina?. men. 

For 1-,746 of them, al-onq with 407 vi.sitors--pokb!_y t h e  largest attendance a t  a mnvention 
i n  t he i r  history--it was a meeting of cmntrasts. 

A.B. Colvin of Louisville,  a former long-term executive bard  employee, was elected 
president. Colvin received 774 votes, and L w i s v i l l e  pastor F e r r i l l  Gardner of Carl-isle Avenue 
Baptis t  Church received 372 votes. 

Eugene S i l e r  , a federal  judge fran Williamsburg, was elected f i r s t  vice p e s i d e n t ,  narrowly 
defeating Jack Ams, a medical doctor fran Hopkinsville, 355 to 345. 

A motion ca l l ing  for  a one-year moratoriwn on resolutions-an e f f o r t  t o  carry out  the 
cur ren t  Southern Baptis t  Convention peace-keeping s p i r i  t--failed to ge t  a unanimous vote ht 
passed easi ly .  No resolutions were v o p s e d  or adopted, i n  keeping with the  action. 

The report of a spcial amunittee to study l i a b i l i t y ,  ownership and dissolut ion pov i s ions  
of KBC agencies and i n s t i t u t ions  w a s  approved. Only one amendment was made t o  a long p i n t 4  
proposal. 

The m i t t e e  worked with i n s t i t u t iona l  leaders and trustees  to develop covenant popsals 
between the convention and the i n s t i t u t ions ,  a l l  of which were plblished by the Western Recorder, 
news~ournal of the KBC, two weeks  before the anvent ion.  The mvenmts r e l a t e  to f i v e  
educational ins t i tu t ions ,  f ive  hospitals and the children1 s hames. The amendment t o  the popsa!  
calls for the  convention to draft additional mvenant agreements w i t h  the Western Recorder and 
the Kentucky Raptis t  Foundation. 

Messengers studied the mvenant proposals i n  a two-hour h s i n e s s  session, looking 
individuallv a t  the agreements with the educational, inst i tut ions and studying the hospital  
relationships and the ch i l -hen ' s  h e  agreement ml.lecrtively. 

Convention Executive Director-Treasurer W i l l i a m  Marshall said he believes the new agreements 
w i l l  make the t i e s  between the convention and the ins t i tu t ions  even closer. 

A r m e n d a t i o n  fran the executive b a r d  t o  realign the Kentucky Raptist Foundation did not 
reach the f loor  of the anven t ion  because of a technicality.  A messenger raised a ' p i n t  of order 
when the procedure use3 was found i n  violat ion of the canvention's mns t i tu t ion .  The 
const i tut ion calls for mb l i ca t ion  of r m e n d a t i o n s  fran the executive bard i n  the  Western 
Recorder a t  least 30 days p ior to annual meetings, and t h i s  pocedure was not followed. 

A messenger moved t h a t  the convention p e s i d e n t  appoint a balanced carranittee to study the 
relat ionship between the  Kentucky Baptist Convention and the Western R m r d e r ,  including a study 
of the "balance of coverage i n  l i g h t  of the (SBC) Peace Camnittee's requests." The motion was 
referred t o  the  newsjournal's board of directors .  

I n  a departure fran recent t r ad i t i on  and a t  the urging of its executive b a r d ,  the 
convention agreed to t a n p r a r i l y  lcrwer its financial s ights  i n  a " r ea l i s t i c "  r e s p n s e  t o  current 
giving patterns.  The 1986-87 budget goal of $18,189,596, was reduced to the 1985-86 l eve l  of 
$17,008,157. The prcen tage  of the tudget passed on t o  the Southern Baptis t  Convention1 s 
Cooperative Program was lmered  £ran 38.125 percent to 37.5 percent. 

The convention began a year of celekation a t ,  the clase of the annual meeting i n  ~ e p a r  ation 
for  the 150th anniversary of the Kentucky Baptist Convention. That h i s t o r i c  session w i l l  be 
held i n  ~ o u i s v i l l e '  s Wdnut S t r ee t  Rapt i s t  Church Nov. 10-11, 1987. 

-30- 
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Mar yland/Delawar e 
Baptis ts  Celebrate 

E 3 A L m  7BP) -he 151st annual meeting of i 3 ~  Bapkist Convention of Maryland/Delawme 
required an extra day-because the  mnvention was celeb ating . 

 he convention-mther of three other fu l l - f ldged mnventions, New Yark, New Jersey and 
~ennsylvania/Sputh Jersey--concluded a year's observance of its 150th anniversary with a ga la  
celebration on Sunday, N w .  9. The annual meting was held Nov. 10-12 at Temple Baptist: Church, 
Baltimore. Attendance of almost 800 w a s  the highest i n  recent years. 

With t h a t  h i s t o r i c  background, the  mnvention voted t o  move its present headmar t e r s  f,4cm 
nearby ~ u t h e r v i l l - e  to a s t r a t eg i ca l ly  located s i t e  i n  South Columbia. The mnvention also pass4 
a $2.4 mil l ion Cooperative Prqram budget and a~prroved resolutions of appreciation for the work 
of the Baptis t  Joint  Clannittee on Public Affa i r s  and affirmation for the s i x  Southern Baptist  
seminaries, t h e i r  p e s i d e n t s ,  and t h e i r  facul t ies .  

Pointing to the 1988 observance of the Year of the Laity, the  anven t ion  elected as 
president David Flunhm, a layman and college administrator f ran Middle River Church i n  
Baltimore. I n  h i s  loca l  church, Flumbam has k e n  a deacon and is current ly chwch training 
director .  

The new p e s i d e n t  , who succeeds Colesvi l le  pastor Ralph Ehren, is associate dean of 
instruct ional  services planning and developnent at  Dundalk Camunity College. 

Nearlquarters for Maryland and Delaware Baptists for the past  20 years has been 1313 York 
Road i n  Lutherville.  The current  h i l d i n g  is located i n  a heavily p p l a t e d  h s i n e s s  mmuni ty  
where h i l d i n g  sites are a t  a pemiwn. 

After completing extensive studies during the  pst year, the executive board reaxmended 
sale of the York Road s i t e ,  purchase of a five-acre s i t e  adjacent to South Columbia Church for 
appoxirnately $250,000, and construction of a modern office h i l d i n g .  Offers for the current 
s i t e  have ranged up t o  $2 mil l ion plus. If such an offer  is successfully negotiated, the  new 
building--plus cost of t !  s i t e - a d - d  be constructed without the convention's requiring a 
f inancial  loan. 

During the s tudies ,  it w a s  determined that the Baptis t  Book Store,  which leases  space frcm 
the Baptis t  Building, w i l l  loca te  sanewhere i n  the B a l - t i m e  695 Bel.tway area. 

Messengers also approved sever dl. standing comni t t e e  changes within the mnvention' s 
executive bard structure.  The changes a f f ec t  dut ies  and respons ib i l i t i es  of amni t tees ,  new 
names for  several mi ttees, and changes of meeting days. 

A change i n  the m n s t i t u t i o n  was a ~ o v e d  a t  first reading, and i f  approved at next year's 
meeting, the  executive b a r d  w i l l  ke ca l led  the general mission board-and the executive 
mmni t t e e  w i l l  b e m e  the  administrati.ve mi ttee. 

Also d i s t r j - k u t d  during the Convention was a 40-paqe special edi t ion  of the "Raptist True 
Union". The paper was packed with fea tures  of h i s tor ica l  characters-and @otcgraphs of ear ly  
Baptis t  leaders of the mnvention. 

I 

Messengers awoved 21 r ecrxnmendations fran its Direct ions  2000 Camittee--dealing w i t h  
reaching people, developing believers,  and strengthening missions. 

The convention expects to r e i v e  $3.7 million fran its 320 church and mission mngregations 
for the 1987 budget, an increase of 5 percent. The 8 budget increase is 4 percent, and w i l l  be 
sp l i t  60 percent B m  and 40 percent Southern Baptist Convention. The anvent ion ' s  1987 is 
based on 1985 ac tua l  rweipts. 

Mmyland/Delaware Baptists w i l l  nexk meet Nw. 9-U, 1987 i n  Ogletown Baptist Church i n  
N ~ x k ,  Del.. 

-30- 
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Florida Baptists Retreak . 
To 50-50 Split Of CP Funds By Greg Warner 

PESAaXA,Fla. (BP) -Florida Baptists, m e t i +  i n  annual session Nov. 10-12 i n  ~ e n k l a ,  
reluctantly retreated fran their rmrd-se t t ing  pattern of giving to the Southern Baptist 
Convention' s Cooperative P r q  an. 

Af  tes  debate, messengers reduced the portion of the state mnvention' s hdget that goes t o  
support SBC mrldwide missionary, evangelisn and educational causes by one-tenth of a percent. 
Beginning i n  January, the Florida Raptist Convention will return to a 50-50 division of funds 
between s t a t e  needs and SBC causes rather than move up as  plannd t o  a 50.2 percent share for the 
national anven t  ion. 9 

Despite t he  reduction, the approved 1987 budget keeps Florida Baptists a t  the top of 
percentage giving among Baptist state oonventions. T m  other s t a t e  mnventions, Oklahama and 
Georgia, a l so  share funds on a 50-50 division. 

Discussion of the budget dominated Plor ida F3aptist.S' peaceful three-day meeting, which 
attracted 1,792 messengers and 787 v i s i to r s  to the s ta te ' s  westerrmost city. 

Messengers adopted a $21,782,139 total hdge t ,  of which S1,613,492 is the advance stage. 

Florida has been the nationwide leader i n  percentage giving t o  the C ~ r a t i v e  Program. In 
1984, the Florida Baptist Convention becmne the f i r s t  s t a t e  group t o  awove spending equal 
portions of the money it receives on s t a t e  and national causes. A t  last year's annual meeting, 
Florida Raptists raised the SBC share fran 50 percent t o  50.1 percent and were scheduled t o  move 
up t o  50.2 percent t h i s  yeas . 

Sluggish grawth i n  giving and a pess ing  need t o  p y  convention debt prcmpted the Sta te  
Board of Missions to remmend the turnaround for the 1987 budget, however. 

Altlmugh the reduction is mall, it is believed t o  Ix the Florida Baptist Convention's 
history that  the p r t i o n  going t o  the SBC Cooperative Program percentage has been cut. 

Ironically, Florida Baptists still. will send mare money to  the r-mperative Program next year 
than ever before, according t o  poject ians .  Although the Cooperative Progrrm wi l l  receive a 
smaller p r  tion of the monev Florida Baptists mntr i tu te  to  their  state anvention, the t o t a l  
giving fran Baptists i n  t he  state is expcted to increase 8 percent next year. 

"If we grw even 1 percent, we w i l l  send more money," Executive DirectorJFreasutrer Dan C. 
Stringer told the  Florida Baptist Witness, n~vs journal  of the mnvention. 

The 0.1 percent budget reduction w i l l  reduce the Cooperative Progtan p r t i o n  an estimated 
$20,000 next year, Stringer said, but an 8 percent growth in  giving from churches w i l l  pduce 
$80,000 more far  the national anvention. As a result,  it a u l d  net an estimated $60,000 more 
fran Florida Baptists i n  1987 despite the vote of the mnvention. 

That m l d  please messengers whn offered llnsuccessful budget ~ ~ ~ I I ~ s  and other 
suggestions t o  soften the b l w  of the percentage reversal. 

I n  addition t o  adopting the 1987 budget, messengers heard a battery of p,eaehers, received 
r e p r t s  fran the wnvention staff, elected officers  and adopted resolutions against prmgra*y, 
lo t ter ies ,  occult ac t iv i t i e s  and evolutionary teachings i n  p b l i c  s c b o l  textbooks. 

Another resolution thanked Patrick Anderson, a crimimlcgist fran Lakeland, for leading 
Florida Baptists' unsuccessful cammign to defeat a referendun on stat+sponsmed lotteries. 

R i l l  Coffman, pastor of Arlington Baptist Church i n  Jacksonville, was elected pes iden t  of 
the s t a t e  mnvention. Messengers chose Anderson, a v o f ~ s o r  a t  Florida Sauthern College i n  
Lakeland, f i r s t  vice pes ident ;  Osner C r i ~ n ,  a layman fran Orange City, semnd vice pesident ;  
and Joseph Folmar, pastor of Brent- Baptist Church i n  Jacksonville, recording secretary. 

 he 1987 meeting d the Florida state convention w i l l  te N w .  9-U i n  Daytona Beach. 
-30- 
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.. KNBC Celebrates - .  
~ t h n i c  Diversity 

LEAFXIOD, Kan. (BP) -Kansas-Netx aska Southern Baptists el& ated their ethnic diver& ty 
during t h e i r  1986 annwl  meeting i n  L e d  Baptis t  Church. 

The ooncluding session was given over to a "wa i se  servicen devoted to the changing face of 
the Kansas+ekaska Convention of Southern Baptists. Featured were soloists, choirs and speakers 
£ran m n g  the .21  ethnic  Southern Bapt i s t  mngregations i n  the -state mnvention. 

During the session, a l l  of the 1.986 of f i ce r s  were r e e l e d .  They are: John C l i c k ,  pastor 
of Imnanuel Bapt is t  Church i n  Wichita, Kan., president; Harol-d Finch, a txlsinessman frcm Overland 
Park, Kan. ,"and co-founder of Wellspiing Mission TTol-unteee Foundation, vice pes iden t ;  Mary Jo 
Robertson of Kansas City, Kan., recording secretary; Dave Sel la rs ,  pastor of Northern Heights 
Bapt is t  Church i n  Norfolk, Neb., a s s i s t an t  recording secretary. 

The 319 messengers adopted a 1987 budget of $3,049,380, of which $1,550,004 is expected t o  
m e  fran the 280 congregations a f f i l i a t e d  with the KNBC. The b d g e t  povides  tha t  29 percent- 
an increase of 1 percent over last year--will be sent to s u p r t  the worlwide missionary, 
evangel is t ic  and educational minis t r ies  of the Southern Baptist  Convention. The amount to  be 
channel& through the SBC Cooperative Progran is $449,496. 

The convention w t e d  on f ive resolutions: 

- Expressing appreciation to the pastor,  staff and menbers of the host church; and t o  the 
o f f i ce r s  and s t a f f  of the anvent ion .  

-- Voicing opposition t o  the  Kansas state mnsti tutiona,l. anenhent allwing par i-rnutuel 
wagering , s t a t e o p r  ated lotteries , and phlic conswnption of almblic kver ages. 

-- Expressing appreciation to and a££ inning the work of the Baptist Jo in t  Caranittee for  
t h e i r  e f fo r t s  t o  p eserve the heri tage and f reedan which we have long defended concerning 
separation of church and s t a t e .  

-- Declaring its affirmation on the findings of the report of the Attorney General's 
Ccmmision on Pornoqrawy, and ccar~niting resources and energies to affirm and enmurage our local ,  
s t a t e ,  and national of f ices  to enforce current  obscenity laws and to enact stronger ones. 

-- Affirming the p e s i d e n t s  of the six Southern Raptist  seminaries and the ,SRc: Peace 
Ccmi t t ee  i n  t h e i r  e f fo r t s  to poduce harmony among ,Southern Saptists. 

The convention also bid f 2a well to W e y  Hickey, director  of extension missions and the 
Brotherhood, who w i l l  bmme executive director  of the North and South Dakota Baptis t  Fel.lmship, 
a divis ion of the Northern plains Bap t i s t  Convention. 

The 1987 annual meeting w i l l  be N w .  11-12 i n  L i m l n ,  Neb. 
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California  Baptis ts  
To Remain Southern' 

Raptist Press 
11/18/86 

Sl 'WRIW, Calif .  (BP) --A m n s t i t u t i o n a l  move to drop the vxxd Southern f rbn the s t a t e  
convention's name fe l l  about 100 votes  shor t  as a remrd nllmber of messengers gathered i n  
Stmkton for  the 46th annual session of the Southern Baptist General Convention of California.  

Messengers also approved wide-ranging reacnmendations fran a special strategy camnittee 
which w i l l  p o v i d e  object ives  and goals for the convention as p r t  of  old Mission Thrust to the 
year 2000. 

John Swar tz, Esmndido pastor for 18 years, was @led ~ e s i d e n t  a f t=  three bal lo ts  were 
taken i n  a nine-person f i e ld .  Anna Jane Venosdel, of Fresm, was elected f i r s t  vice pes iden t .  
Larry Cain, black pastar i n  Canpton, was elected s w n d  vice pesident. 

- m a r e  
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The nane change generated heated discussion, several parlimentary problems and three t i m e  
extensions. One mendment to s b r t e n  the nme, ht leave the word Southern i n  place f a i l ed  to 
get a majority by 100 votes before the origi'nal mion to change the name to California  Baptist 

. . .  Convention Eel& about the  sane number of mtes s b r t  af the needed -thirds. 

Messengers l a t e r  were rntifid the sane popsaJ. to change the nane would be added to the  
agenda of the 1987 m e t i n g  i n  Oxnard, Nav. 10-12. 

Off icial ly ,  1,458 messengers reqistered, w i t h  v i s i t o r s  plshing the  total above 2,000, e a s i l y  
surpassing previous reg is t ra t ion  t o t a l s  for an annual session. 

A l s o  appoved was an $11 mil l ion budqet, of which $5,951,500 w i l l  m e  fran California 
conyeqations, including a challenge tudget of $250,000. The new lwdqet is a 4.5 percent 
increase over 1986 and r q r e s e n t s  28.75 percent to the  Southern Baptist Convention rooperative 
Program, a one fou r th  percent increase over 1986. 

Messengers applroved the  formation of a special amni t t ee  t o  plan the 50th anniversmv 
celebcation i n  1990 i n  Bakersfield. 

Included i n  a dozen resolutions approved were those which: s u p r t e d  e f f o r t s  i n  ambating 
drug and alcohol abuse; b i d  school textkoks which s e l e t i v e l y  canit the part of rel igion i n  
the nat ion 's  history; evessed confidence i n  s w r t  for  W i l l i a m  Crews, new president of Golden 
Gate Baptis t  ~heolcxjical Seminary, who is a California pastor; asked for the elimination of ch i ld  
prnography; asked the s t a t e  bard  of education to r e a m i d e r  plan for  sex education classes i n  
the  th i rd  grade: affirmed the  recent h i g r a t i o n  bill passed ty Congress; and reaqnized and 
enmuraged the work of a Russian hoadcast organization headed ly a Sacranento area pastor. 
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Indiana Tncmhnt  
President Challenge6 

Rapkist Press  
11/18/86 

m, Tnd. (BPI --Messengers to the twenty-seventh annual meeting of the  State 
Convention of Bapt is ts  i n  Indiana r e e l e c t e d  the inc~mnbent president, passel a resolution on the 
edi tor  of the s t a t e  newsjournal, t he  Indiana Raptist, and passed a record tudget. 

For the f i r s t  time i n  the  h is tory  of the s t a t e  convention an incumbent president d . igi .ble  
for r e e l e c t i o n  was challenged. Innanbent president, Don D e e l ,  pastor of East!-ake Raptis t  Church 
i n  Merr i l lv i l le ,  has ident i f ied  himself as "a mnservative" tut says he is mt aligned with any 
political fact ion i n  the SBC. He was e l e e d  pesir3ent i n  1985. 

Tan mitts, pastor of the bst church, was mninated by Don Clayhook, pastor of Rol.l iw 
Fie lds  Baptis t  Church i n  Jef fe rsonvi l le ,  who told messengers: "I thank t h e  Lord we have an 
oppsrtunity to rise above the s t ra ight jacke t  mentality that runs roughsbod over other Southern 
Baptis ts  . . . Tan hri tts has that rare g i f t  of d i n i n g  in te l lec tua l  freedom with a sold-out 
canmitment to the Lordship of Jesus Christ." 

When Dee1 was rrxninated no speech was made. The m t e  was 204 votes for  Deel and 64 for 
mitts . 

Later Evi t t s  c r i t i c i z e d  David Simpson, editor of the Indiana Baptist, for in fer r ing  
e d i t o r i a l l y  t ha t  h i s  m i n a t i o n  grew out  of an "organized, public, political. e f fo r t  to unseat Don 
Deel . " 

S h p o n  explained through the Indiana Baptis t  that the reference was t o  the N w .  4 
ed i tor ia l .  He s a id  t h a t  phrase does mt a p a r  i n  the ed i tor ia l .  Further, sane pastors, sane of 
w h  ident i fy themselves as moderates, had met and discussed the possible m i n a t i o n  of mitts. 
This m i n a t i o n  did i n  f a c t  cccur. Simpson cmnclLlded, "I stand by my analysis apar ing  i n  the 
editorial. 

D u r i n q  the  final session of the convention a resolution was vesen ted  axmending Simpson for 
giving "a fa i r  and balanced picture of  the theological issues facing our Southern Rapt i s t  
Convention i n  h i s  editorial cmlm." 

--me 
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TtEe resoltuion e&&aged Simpson "in h i s  ed i to r i a l s  to continue to deal with a l l  the issues 
tbt current ly concern Southern ~aptists. We thank Dr. Sinpson for  unaploget ica l ly  and c l ea r ly  

* " 

re jec t ing  the  f_alse doctr ine of ~ n i v e r s a l i s n . ~  The resolution passed by a mte of 108-56 a f t e r  
lengthy discussion. 

Mesengers f ran the 301 churches and 50 missions adopted a kudget calling fa r  a Cooperative 
Program goal of $1,716,560, an increase of $91,560. Of the qal, 32 percent w i l l  be shared with 
Southern ~ a p t i s t  Convention causes. The total W g e t  for 1987 is $2,322,954. 

Last -year s f i r s t  vice president David Wood, pastor of Fl-oyIs Knobs Baptis t  Church i n  F l o N  
K n o b ,  was r e - e l ec t4  over Executive Director Elwritus E. Harmon Maore. The election required 
two mtes, with t h e  f i r s t  seare t  ballot m t e  t ied  a t  130 each. On the  second balloting Wood came 
out ahead with a 1-28-111 vote. 

George Bowles, a layman f ran Oak Park Baptist  i n  Jeffersonvi l le ,  was re-elected second 
vice pes iden t .  H e  served during 1985-86. 

The S t a t e  Convention of Baptists i n  Indi.ana is slated t o  meet a t  Northside Baptist Church, 
Indianaplis,  N w .  3-5, 1987. 
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Bapt i s t  Church Blasscms 
I n  French T i r e  Center By George Gera 
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CLERKWT-F'ERRAND , France (BP) - - " H e l l o ,  are you the Mormons? " 

IWo, we1 re Baptists," Southern Bapt i s t  missionary John Perkins replid. "Can we help you?" 

Mormons, Baptists-it made l i t t l e  dj.fference t o  the caller: "I teach a religion class to 
high school students, and we' re discussing sect groups i n  France. Would it be p s i b l e  t o  meet 
with pu?" 

Perkins mnsented, knuwing t h a t  mn-Catholic groups i n  France often a re  labeled as sects, 
but t rus t ing  t h a t  the meeting would ahlm for a Christian witness. 

The missionary subsequently got  an o p r t u n i t y  to explain h i s  faith i n  f ront  of 100 high 
school students. And he gave each a q of the Gospel of John and a t r a c t  re lat inq the plan of 
salvation. 

Perkinst pesen ta t ion  also caused the  teacher to change his outl.cok. "I see ncw that  you're 
not a sect," he remarked, l1Wt really a va l id  Christian group." 

Such enmunters are a way of life for Perkins and h i s  wife, Sarah, who i n  1984 established 
t h e  f i r s t  Baptist church i n  Clermont-Ferrand, a c i t y  bst known as the world headquarters for the  
makers of Michelin t i r e s .  t 

As a rule ,  French p p l e  do not understand why an American missionary couple would m e  to 
t h e i r  muntry, Perkins says. Sane ohservers say France has b c m e  "de-christianized." It's a 
country strong on individualisn and in t e l l ec tua l  analysis. A s  one Frenchman to ld  Perkins, "We 
may discuss religion, but we don' t get personally inmlved with it. " 

Even:so, the  missionaries remain busy, building friendships, coping with disappointments and 
rejoicing a t  opportunities for  leading those looking for sanething to believe i n  to Jesus Christ. 

When Sarah Perkins s t a r t ed  a conversation with the wife of a new department store manager i n  
Clenont-Ferrand, the  wanan oke rved  t h a t  t he i r  husbands1 work is s i m i l a r :  each is opening a new 
enterprise  i n  the c i ty .  
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Contact w i t h  thii-whan and several other pofessional m e n  gave Mrs. Perkins an 
opportunity t o  start a wanen' s E n g l i s h - m n v e r s a t i ~  goup. "The t r u s t  level i s  high i n  the 
group and they - r ea l ly  share their struggles," she says. 

Bapt is ts  i n  France say  it takes 10 or m e  years to establ ish a vilacant mngregation, but 
the Perkinses are mnvinced that anong Clermont-Ferrand' s 250,000 people there are many who 
w i l l  f ind  hops i n  the midst of their struggles thrwgh the Baptist  church's Christian messaqe. 

-30- 
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Couple Gets Anniversary G i f t  
I n  ~ i b e r i a  They Can' t Accept By Jim N e o n  

Raptis t  Press 
11/18/86 

ATLAETA (BP) - < h a l i e  and Willye Mae Clement of Chamblee, Ga., c e l e h a t e d  the i r  f i f  ty-f i r s t  
wedding anniversary on a mission t r i p  to Monrovia, Liberia,  helping construct a new church 
building. 

While there,  they received an anniversary p esent they could not accept. A 20-year -01.d 
L i k r  ian mother t r i e d  to give them her eight-month o1.d daughter. 

The Clements were talking to several other mission tern members Ercm First Baptis t  Church of 
Chamblee a t  the church construction site i n  Monrovia when the Liberian m a n  asked Mrs. Clement 
to take her baby. 

"You want me to hold her? she asked the  mother. ')No, you take baby to ~ m e r  ica ,'I the 
L iber ian wanan replied . 

The Clanents a u l d  not bel-ieve the mother was willinq to  qive away her baby. "Why would you 
do this?" Clenent asked her. 

I n  hal t ing English, the  mother expl-ained she f e l t  the baky would have a k t t e r  l i f e  and 
bet ter  chance of survival i n  America. The Clenents expl.ained it was mt legally p s s i b l e  to  
accept the baby. 

Clanent, 73, a retired plumbing, heat i rq  and air mnditioner contractor,  said he was 
overmne by the  mother ' s love for her child.  "She loved the baby so much she was wil l ing to  give 
it away," he said. 

Ten menbers of the Chamblee church part ic ipated i n  the  p o j e c t  as par t  of a partnership 
mission e f f o r t  between the Georiga Bapt i s t  Convention and the Liberia Baptist Convention. 

W. David Saw, pastor of the Chamblee church, said the mission t r i p  w a s  a mul-ti-faceted 
internat ional  venture involving four di f fe ren t  pojects. 

Tean maws mnstructed a ne* church tuilding f a  the -late City  Baptis t  h m c h  i n  
sutwrban Monrovia, led daily Bible study sessions far about 70 to 100 Liberian children, ld 
imnunization c l i n i c s  and part ic ipated i n  a revival meeting resulting i n  4 1  decisions and 
attendance that was six times normal. 

'When the  t e rn  arrived, attendance was about 30 to 40 i n  services held i n  a church member's 
hane. On- the  f inal  service of the revival, held i n  the inccsnpleted church kuilding on a rainy 
night,  attendance increased to 236. men  though a tarpaul in mvered on1.y half the roof, 
Liberians sat: i n  the r a i n  on aoncr ete blocks and wmden planks. 

"I couldn' t help but d e r  kKlw many people would attend a revival at  Chamblee i f  they had 
to sit i n  the r a in  on mncre t e  blocks," sa id  Saw. "Our payer is that the revival which s ta r ted  
i n  Liberia  w i l l  mntinue here i n  Chamblee," a northeast subctrb of Atlanta. 

-30- 
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